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After 17 days of mega operation, all the 41 workers
trapped inside the Silkyara tunnel in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi were safely extricated on

Tuesday evening.
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami was present at

the site, where multiple ambulances and medical teams
were kept ready for the trapped workers.

As soon the workers were pulled out of the under-
construction tunnel, a part of which had collapsed on
November 12, they were rushed to the hospital in ambu-
lances.

Rat-hole mining was started on Monday evening as
rescue efforts to reach the 41 workers trapped inside the
Silkyara tunnel entered its 16th day.

The relief and rescue work is being carried out by
international experts, NDRF, SDRF, Army and BRO,
among others.

ALL 41 TRAPPED WORKERS EXTRICATED
FROM UTTARAKHAND TUNNEL 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said that the success of rescue operation to
bring out 41 trapped workers from

Uttarakhand's Silkyara tunnel is making every-
one emotional and hailed the courage of the
workers as an inspiration to others.The Prime
Minister also congratulated the multiple people
engaged in rescue operation for their bravery
and determination to bring out all trapped
workers safely."The success of the rescue oper-
ation of our labor brothers in Uttarkashi is mak-
ing everyone emotional. I want to say to the
friends who were trapped in the tunnel that
your courage and patience is inspiring every-
one. I wish you all well and good health," Modi
wrote on X.He said that it is a matter of great sat-
isfaction that after a long wait these friends of
ours will now meet their loved ones. He said
that the patience and courage that all these fam-
ilies have shown in this challenging time cannot
be appreciated enough.

"I also salute the spirit of all the people asso-
ciated with this rescue operation. The bravery

and determination have given new life to our
labor brothers. Everyone involved in this mis-
sion has set an amazing example of humanity
and teamwork," Modi said.The remarks from
the Prime Minister came after all the 41 trapped
workers at the Uttarakhand's Silkyara tunnel in
Uttarakashi area were pulled out safely on
Tuesday evening after 17 days of mega multiple
agency operation.The Prime Minister has been
taking regular updates from Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami on the rescue
operation.Relief and rescue work which
entered the 16th day on Tuesday, was being car-
ried out by scientists, international experts,
NDRF, SDRF, BRO on a war footing."
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Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday said that he was relieved as all the
41 trapped workers from the under-construction

Silkyara tunnel in Uttarakhand were rescued safely.He said that
it was a well coordinated effort by multiple agencies marking
one of the most significant rescue operations in recent years.

"I am completely relieved and happy as 41 trapped laborers
in the Silkyara Tunnel Collapse have been successfully res-
cued," he wrote on X.

"This was a well-coordinated effort by multiple agencies,
marking one of the most significant rescue operations in recent
years."The minister pointed out that various departments and
agencies complemented each other despite facing numerous
challenges."Tireless and sincere efforts by everyone, coupled
with prayers from all, have made this operation possible. The
dedicated endeavors of the rescue teams have yielded favor-
able results."I express gratitude to each agency and individual
involved in this rescue operation. Deep appreciation for the
international rescue experts, administrative officers, and the
Uttarakhand government for their swift and effective
response," Gadkari said."I take this opportunity to thank Prime

M Narendra Modi, who has been constantly monitoring the
entire operation and providing guidance and support whenev-
er required."CM Uttarakhand Pushkar Dhami and my col-
league Gen V.K Singh almost camped there during the opera-
tion. Last but not least, I thank the officers and engineers of
MoRTH for their sincere efforts," Gadkari said.

'RELIEVED,' SAYS GADKARI AFTER 41
WORKERS RESCUED IN UTTARAKHAND

'YOUR COURAGE AN INSPIRATION TO OTHERS,' SAYS

MODI AFTER SUCCESSFUL TUNNEL RESCUE MISSION

'Don't be so 
narrow-minded':
SC dismisses plea 
seeking ban on
employing
Pakistani artistes

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday dismissed
a plea seeking a complete
ban on Indian citizens, com-
panies, firms and associa-
tions from employing any
Pakistani artiste.

At the very outset, a bench
of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
S.V.N. Bhatti indicated its dis-
inclination to entertain the
special leave petition saying
that the counsel appearing
on petitioner's behalf should
not press it.

"We are not inclined to
interfere with the impugned
judgment and hence, the
special leave petition is dis-
missed," the bench ordered,
remarking that the petitioner
should not be so narrow-
minded in his thinking.

In October, the Bombay
High Court had dismissed
the public interest litigation
(PIL) filed by Faaiz Anwar
Qureshi - who claimed to be
cine worker, artist, lyricist
and film producer - saying
that the reliefs sought in the
plea are retrograde step in
promoting cultural harmony,
unity and peace, and have no
merit.

It had said that resolutions
or notices passed by a non-
statutory association
announcing a total ban on
Pakistani actors and artistes
working in film industry can-
not be sought to be translat-
ed in the statutory notifica-
tions to be issued by the
Central and state authorities.

"We may further state here
these bans and such threats,
if true, would agitate against
the fundamental right guar-
anteed under Articles 19 (1)
(a) , 19 (1) (g) and 21 of the
Constitution of India and
therefore, they would be
manifestly illegal," a bench of
Justices Sunil B. Shukre and
Firdosh P. Pooniwalla had
said. It had noted that the
cricket World Cup being held
in India, the Pakistan team is
taking part and this has hap-
pened only because of
appreciable positive steps
taken by the government in
the interest of overall peace
and harmony in consonance
with Article 51 of the
Constitution, which seeks to
promote international peace
and security.

US READY TO HELP
INDIA BUILD OWN
SPACE STATION:
NASA CHIEF

New Delhi: The US is
ready to help India build its
own space station, said
NASA chief Bill Nelson, who
is on his maiden visit to the
country.

Nelson's visit will mark a
series of strategic discussions
aimed at strengthening the
partnership between NASA
and the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO). "Touchdown in
India! Ready to embark on a
week of engaging meetings
and events to grow @NASA's
partnership with @ISRO.
India is a leader in space and
we're looking forward to a
productive visit," Nelson
wrote in a post on X.

Panaji|Agencies

Persian film 'Endless Borders' by Abbas Amini
has bagged the Golden Peacock for Best Film at
the 54th International Film Festival of India

(IFFI) that concluded here on Tuesday.
An emotionally-charged narrative set against the

backdrop of an Iranian teacher's odyssey amid the
turmoil ignited by the rise of the Taliban in
Afghanistan, the film intricately delves into the com-
plexities of prejudice, moral dilemmas, and forbid-
den love.

The jury praised the film's ability to transcend
physical and emotional borders, lauding director
Abbas Amini's courageous storytelling.

In a citation, the jury said, "The film is about how
complicated physical borders might be yet nothing
can be more complicated than the emotional and
moral borders that you impose upon yourself. Film
festivals, after all, are about crossing borders and in
the case of this film, the director has crossed political
borders at the cost of his own freedom."Bulgarian
director Stephan Komandarev won the Silver
Peacock for Best Director for 'Blaga's Lessons', Pouria
Rahimi Sam was honoured with Silver Peacock for

Best Actor (male) for his nuanced acting in 'Endless
Borders', while Melanie Thierry was awarded Silver
Peacock for Best Actor (Female) for her seamless
expression of a wide spectrum of emotions in 'Party of
Fools'.Indian filmmaker Rishab Shetty bagged the
Special Jury Award for 'Kantara', while Reger Azad
Kaya received Best Director Award for Debut Feature
Film for 'When the Seedlings Grow'.

Acclaimed filmmaker Shekhar Kapur, the Jury
Chairperson, said that every film was taken seriously
while judging them for the coveted awards.

"It is so difficult to make a film. You have a script,
nobody wants to listen to your script... then you get
someone to listen to your script... then we say where
the money is going to come from, then you find
money and work for years trying to get a film made.
So every film deserves all the attention," Kapur said,
highlighting how important it is to take every film
seriously.

"Why is the film festival important? In the context
of what is happening in the world right now... It is very
important to tell our stories, because our stories are
who we are... and if you tell our stories to people and
they listen to our stories across borders, then people
will understand each other. Films ultimately tell who
you are, what your culture is," he said, adding that one
needs to find human beings in every story and share
the stories through platforms like IFFI.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant said the response to IFFI has been over-
whelming, with thousands of delegates participating
in it."With the lush green forests, rivers and waterfalls,
Goa is a filmmaker's paradise. When it comes to film
locations, we have got a streamline system for film
shootings and hassle-free permits," he said.

IFFI 2023: Persian film 'Endless Borders' wins Golden
Peacock; 'Kantara' bags Special Jury Award 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed a decision
passed by the National

Green Tribunal (NGT) requir-
ing the state of Maharashtra to
pay a compensation of Rs 1,200
crore for improper solid and liq-
uid waste management.

A bench presided over by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud and comprising
Justices J.B. Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, issued notice on
an appeal filed by the
Maharashtra government and
stayed the operation of the
impugned order issued by the
NGT in the meantime.

In an order passed in
September last year, a bench
headed by Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel and com-
prising Justice Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member Dr. A.
Senthil Vel of the green tribunal
determined a liability of Rs

12,000 crore to be deposited in a
separate ring-fenced account
within two months for restora-
tion of environment.

The Tribunal also dismissed
the review plea saying that the
"review application does not put
forward any tangible ground
and is a mere expression of
inability to pay compensa-
tion"."Continued pollution is a
serious offence by the state and
its authorities which cannot be
taken lightly. Liability having
already accrued, mere state-
ment that the State is unable to
arrange funds is not a tenable
plea.

SC stays NGT order imposing Rs
1,200 crore fine on Maha govt
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President Droupadi
Murmu, Home Minister
Amit Shah and Congress

leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
hailed the rescue of 41 trapped
workers from Uttarakhand's
Silkyara tunnel and also con-
gratulated the multiple teams
engaged in the mega opera-
tion.

The President in a post on X
said, "I feel relieved and happy
to learn that all the workers
trapped in a tunnel in
Uttarakhand have been res-
cued."She said, "Their travails
over 17 days, as the rescue
effort met with obstacles, have
been a testament of human
endurance. The nation salutes
their resilience and remains
grateful to them for building
critical infrastructure, even at

great personal risk, far away
from their homes.

"I congratulate the teams
and all experts who have acted
with incredible grit and deter-
mination to perform one of the
most difficult rescue missions
in history."Shah in a post on X,
said, "It is great news for the
nation that all our 41 Shramik
brothers trapped in a tunnel in
Uttarkashi have been rescued
safe and sound. Nation salutes
their grit in facing such a chal-
lenging situation in the tunnel
for so long.""My heartfelt grati-
tude to all the people and the
agencies that have made tire-

less efforts to save the lives of
our fellow citizens," Shah
added.Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra in a post on X said, "All
the workers who were trapped
between life and death for the
last 17 days in the Silkyara
Tunnel of Uttarkashi have
come out safely. Salute to each
and every brave person
engaged in the rescue opera-
tion. You have made the
prayers of the entire country
successful."

She also prayed for their
speedy recovery congratulated
their families.

President, Shah, Priyanka hail
successful tunnel rescue mission Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) plans
to extend its ground operation to
southern Gaza, having nearly cleared

overground Hamas military infrastructure
in the enclave's north, an Israeli military
official said on Tuesday.

On a day of the Israel-Hamas truce that
halted fire and allowed the exchange of
some Israeli citizens taken hostage by
Hamas for Palestinian prisoners, and the
passage of humanitarian aid into war-rav-
aged Gaza, the official said the IDF could
launch the ground raids in the south any
time after the fighting resumes. He did not
give details.

"The north is more or less clear," Colonel
Avichai Zafrani, the defence attaché at the
Israeli Embassy in Delhi, told reporters of
Hamas' military infrastructure on the
ground in Gaza, adding that tunnels were
being searched.

According to Zafrani, Hamas' two main
operations in the coastal enclave were in or
under the Al-Shifa Hospital, the largest

medical facility in the Gaza Strip, located in
the north, and in Khan Younis, a city in the
south.

He said caches of arms and ammuni-
tion, including anti-tank explosive devices
and mines, were found in the hospital area,
under which tunnels exist that had been
used by Hamas; and that a tunnel shaft had
been found near an amusement park and a
rocket launcher near a mosque.

"The government had given the IDF two
objectives - one was to eliminate Hamas,
and, two, to get the hostages released,"
Zafrani said.The Palestinian militant group
that attacked Israel on October 7 has been
hit hard through Israeli airstrikes, ground
raids and naval blockades.

"Hamas is under pressure" and wants to
negotiate a ceasefire longer than the pres-
ent pause, Zafrani said.

By the time of filing of this report, 51
Israeli hostages, including with dual citi-
zenship, and 20 foreign hostages, mostly
Thai farm workers in Israel, had been
released by Hamas, as part of a swap deal
for 150 Palestinian prisoners in Israel.

An estimated 168 hostages still remain in
captivity, be it with Hamas or another
Palestinian militant outfit that had entered
Israel on October 7. When asked where the
civilians of Gaza would seek shelter when
the IDF carries out raids in the south,
Zafrani said a related plan would be
announced.Earlier in the war, which is now
in its eighth week, tens of thousands fled
their homes in the north to take refuge in
camps, schools and other makeshift
accommodation in the south. They, along
with Gazans in the south, will likely have to
relocate again soon. But it is not clear yet
where the humanitarian shelters will be
put up once Israel's southern ground offen-
sive begins.

ISRAEL'S GROUND OPERATION TO MOVE SOUTH IN GAZA
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Sonia urges people of Telangana to vote for Congress,
says people have given respect by calling her 'Amma' 

Panaji|Agencies

Acourt in Goa has issued
summons to Arvind
Kejriwal, national con-

vener of Aam Aadmi Party, to
remain present on Wednesday
(November 29) in connection
with a case related to alleged
violation of model code of con-
duct.

Judicial Magistrate First
Class, Mapusa has issued sum-
mons to Kejriwal to answer vio-
lation of section 123 (1) of
Representation of People's Act
and section 171 B, 171 (E) of
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The local court has asked
him to remain present before
the court at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday. AAP Goa presi-

dent Amit Palekar said Kejriwal
received summons on
Tuesday."We do not have
details of the particular case,
but it seems to be of the year

2018," he said. Sources
informed that Kejriwal will not
remain present for the hearing
tomorrow as he received the
summons today.

Goa court summons Arvind
Kejriwal in poll code violation case
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With the campaigning coming to
a halt in Telangana before the
crucial Assembly elections

scheduled to be held on Thursday,
Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP)
chairperson Sonia Gandhi on Tuesday
urged the people of the state to vote for
change and for the grand old party.

Sonia Gandhi also highlighted that
the Congress fulfilled the promise of the
formation of Telangana in 2014 and the
people of the state have given her
immense respect by calling her Sonia
Amma.

In her almost two-minute-long video
message to the voters of Telangana,
Sonia Gandhi said, "Namaskaram, my
dear sisters and brothers of Telangana. I
could not come among you all but I am
very close to your hearts. Today I want to
say something to you. I want to see the

dream of the martyred sons of Mother
Telangana fulfilled.

"I sincerely wish that we all convert
'Dorala' Telangana into 'Prajala'

Telangana (from a Telangana of land-
lords to that of the people). Make your
dreams come true and give you a true
and honest government."

"By calling me Sonia Amma, you have
given me immense respect. Considered
me like a mother... I will always be grate-
ful to you for this love and respect and
will remain dedicated to you forever. I
request my sisters, mothers, sons,
daughters, brothers of Telangana... this
time, use all your power to bring change,
vote for the Congress," the CPP chair-
person added.

Even, Congress leader and her son
Rahul Gandhi shared her message on X
and said, "Message from Telangana's
own 'Sonia Amma' to the people of the
state."

Her message to the voters came on
the last day of campaigning. The cam-
paigning for the 119-member Assembly
in the southern state came to an end on
Tuesday evening.The Congress is look-
ing to come back to power in the state
and has already announced several
guarantees.

Chandigarh|Agencies

The Seventh edition of the two-day Military
Literature Festival will be inaugurated by
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on

December 2.
Governor Banwarilal Purohit will preside over

the closing ceremony on December 3.
The conflicts in Ukraine and Middle East,

challenges and threats, particularly lessons for
India, are likely topics which be discussed by for-
mer Western Army Commander Lt Gen K.J.
Singh, Maj Gen Harvijay Singh, Lt Gen Prakash
Menon, well-known strategic affairs analyst
Sushant Sareen and Brig Deepak Choube.

The literary festival will also focus on Punjab
and Punjabiyat, including military history.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, his strategic vision and
his addition through conquest to the Indian
nation of the territories of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
Kashmir, Baltistan and Ladakh, will be articulat-
ed in a panel discussion moderated by historian
Indu Banga with Karamjit Malhotra and distin-
guished Tibetologist Claude Arpi as discus-
sants.Martial poetry in Punjabi will be discussed
by Punjab's poet-laureate Surjit Patar, Col Jasjit

Singh Gill and Tajinder Singh with the session
being chaired by Lt Gen J.S. Cheema, Vice
Chancellor of the Maharaja Bhupinder Singh
Punjab Sports University.

Military Lit Festival to be inaugurated
on Dec 2 in Punjab

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The air quality in the national
Capital continued to remain
under the 'very poor' category on

Tuesday evening with the AQI at 318,
according to data from the System of
Air Quality and Weather Forecasting
And Research (SAFAR).

Meanwhile the India Meteorological
Department said that the maximum
temperature in the national Capital
was registered at 22 degrees Celsius,
four notches below the seasonal aver-
age.

Moreover, the relative humidity at
8.30 p.m on Tuesday was recorded at 96
per cent.

In the last 24 hours, the national
Capital recorded 7.2 mm of rainfall till
8.30 p.m on Tuesday, according to the
IMD.

Due to the downpour in the last 24
hours, the air quality witnessed a slight
improvement and came into the 'poor'

category at several AQI monitoring sta-
tions.

Anand Vihar entered the 'very poor'
category with PM 2.5 at 277 and PM 10

at 174, in the 'moderate' category, while
the CO reached 41, in the 'good' cate-
gory while NO2 was at 68 or 'satisfacto-
ry', as per the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

The Bawana station recorded PM 2.5
at 303, in the 'very poor' category while
the PM 10 reached 155, in the 'moder-
ate' category, while the CO reached 82,
or 'satisfactory' levels.

The AQI monitoring station at
Dwarka Sector 8 recorded PM 2.5 at
203, in the 'poor category' while PM 10
was at 156 or 'moderate' while the CO
was at 125, also in 'moderate' levels.

The AQI at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport station was
in the 'moderate' category with PM 2.5
at 184 and PM 10 at 174, in the 'moder-
ate' category, while the CO was at 94, in
the 'satisfactory' level.

The PM 2.5 at Okhla Phase-II was
recorded at 220, in the 'poor' category
while PM 10 reached 151, under the
'moderate' category.

Air quality improves at several monitoring stations,
Delhi records max temp of 22 degree Celsius
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Taking cognizance of the incident where the
principal of Government Senior Secondary
School for Girls in Jind district had misbe-

haved with students, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on Tuesday issued termi-
nation orders of principal Kartar Singh.

The decision has been taken following the
investigation report submitted by the depart-
ment, an official statement said.

Over 50 girl students of the school had
accused their principal of sexual harassment.

An official spokesperson said the government
in the exercise of powers conferred upon by
virtue of Article 311 (b) of the Constitution had
taken this action.The spokesperson shared that
the report sent by the SDM of Uchana, highlight-
ed statements from several students against the
principal's misconduct.

Subsequently, considering the seriousness of
the case and the allegations against the principal,
this action has been taken.The accused had
already been arrested by the police, and a
woman principal had been appointed at the
respective school, along with the appointment of
16 new staff members.

The victim girls, in a five-page handwritten let-
ter to the National Commission for Women on
August 31, said the principal, with the help of a
woman teacher, had been sexually harassing girl
students. They alleged the principal had fixed
black glasses in the window of his room.

"A woman teacher sends girls to meet the prin-
cipal in his room. The principal touches the girls
inappropriately and also talks in filthy language,"
one of the girls had said in the complaint.

Haryana CM terminates school
principal in sexual assault case
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ADelhi court on Tuesday issued a notice to the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on AAP Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Singh's bail application

in connection with a money laundering case into the
now-scrapped excise policy.

Special Judge M.K. Nagpal of the Rouse Avenue
Court has asked the ED to file a reply by December 6.

The judge has also asked the central probe agency
to supply copy of the reply to the accused.

On November 24, the court had extended Singh's
judicial custody by 10 days.

While the judge had extended Singh's judicial cus-
tody till December 4, he had noted investigating offi-
cer's submission that the charge sheet against the
accused is likely to be filed shortly, within prescribed
time.

Earlier, the judge had allowed Singh to sign some
documents related to development work as an MP.

The judge had directed the authorities concerned
to produce him before a court in Punjab after it was
informed that a production warrant had been
received from a court in Amritsar in a defamation case
there.

Judge Nagpal had also allowed Singh to sign certain

cheques as he requested to do so for his family
expenses, and other work he is obliged to do as an MP.

The concerned jail authorities were directed to
ensure proper treatment to Singh, including from his
private doctor.

"Court sees no reason to refuse private treatment to
the accused. Hence, the jail superintendent con-
cerned is directed to ensure the appropriate treat-
ment," the judge had said.

Singh, who had moved the Delhi High Court
against his arrest and remand, was denied any relief as
Justice Swarna Kanta Sharma dismissed his plea call-
ing it premature.He then moved the Supreme Court
against the High Court order that upheld his arrest
and remand by the ED.

On October 13, Singh had told Judge Nagpal that
the ED has become an 'entertainment department'.

The judge had directed him not to discuss unrelat-
ed matters or give speeches inside the court, or he will
ask for his production through video conferencing
from now on.The financial probe agency on October 4
arrested Singh after carrying out searches at his resi-
dence in the North Avenue area.

Singh was arrested under Sections of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act.

Delhi court issues notice to ED on Sanjay
Singh's bail plea in Excise policy case
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Adelegation of Congress on Tuesday met
the Election Commission and sought
action against Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah over viola-
tion of the Model Code of Conduct for their
remarks on its party leaders despite submitting
a complaint few days ago.

The party said that it is as much the credibili-
ty of the Commission which is a stake as of the
Model Code of Conduct.

Congress delegation also flagged the panel
about the alleged tampering of postal ballots by
the District Electoral Officer in Pallaghat in
Madhya Pradesh seeking immediate action
against the concerned officer.

The party sought preventive action in
Telangana where it apprehended the ruling
Bharat Rashtra Samithi circumventing the
restriction on campaigning during the 'Silence
Period' that began at 5 pm today.

A delegation of the party comprising of senior
leader and CWC member Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, Salman Khurshid, Gurdeep Singh
Sappal, Pranav Jha, Vineet Punia and others
met the Election Commission on Tuesday. Ajay
Maken and Ajoy Kumar joined the meeting vir-
tually.

Speaking to the media Singhvi said the party
submitted its complaint as far as back as
November 24, i.e. three and half days ago.

"We have submitted to you a detailed repre-
sentation showing direct visual evidence, unde-
niable, unambiguous, incontrovertible evi-
dence of violations of the model code of con-

duct by no less than the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister," he said.

"The first of these videos is there by the Prime
Minister talking in the idiom which is very spe-
cial and unique to him and calling the
Opposition leaders 'Murkhon ka Sardar'.

"The second is the one which involves the
Home Minister who has ascribed the 'Rahu-
Ketu' syndrome to the leaders of the Congress
party."The third is again of the Home Minister,
who has needlessly raised issues of foreign ori-

gin, none of which has any connection with fair,
direct campaigning or development issues,"
Singhvi said.

Singhvi pointed out that it was a matter of the
credibility of the Commission that it should not
be seen as not taking action against the mighty
and powerful.

The Congress leader said, "We have pointed
out that everyone is equal beneath the law,
under the law and no one is above the law.

"The whole object of a level-playing field

must be implemented, clinically and without
fear or favour by the Commission. We are,
therefore, legitimately surprised that we have
not even been called in the last four days. Four
days is a very long time in a short span of a cam-
paign period," he said.

He also said that what the action will be is for
the Commission to decide, censure, warning…
stoppage of course is now meaningless because
there is already a silence period operating.

"But this must be a clear unequivocal mes-
sage by the Commission. It is as much the cred-
ibility of the Election Commission which is a
stake as of the Model Code of Conduct and of
our polity," Singhvi said.

About the tampering of postal ballots in
Madhya Pradesh, the Congress delegation
demanded immediate action against the con-
cerned officer. "Who will guard the guardian?"
Singhvi remarked.

The Congress leader said the delegation
brought to the attention of the commission that
the party had specific information that the rul-
ing BRS cadres were planning to fan out across
the state wearing pink T-Shirts and sarees don-
ning the colour, logo and symbol of the BRS
during the "silence period".This, he observed,
amounted to surrogate campaigning during the
silence period, which is a clear violation of the
code of conduct.

Singhvi said that the commission assured of
action. He said the party wanted concrete,
immediate and effective action as it was also the
matter of the credibility of the Election
Commission.

"

CONGRESS DELEGATION MEETS EC SEEKING
ACTION AGAINST PM MODI, AMIT SHAH  
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Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena has raised con-
cerns about the difficul-

ties being faced by the public
in Delhi following the recent
order of the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA),
NCTD, dated September 19,
regarding the registration of
sale deeds for properties
being sold and bought.

He has received numerous
representations and com-
plaints from public represen-
tatives, including MPs, MLAs,
and Municipal Councillors, as
well as Civil Society
Organisations and the general

public.
In response to these con-

cerns, the L-G convened a
meeting on Tuesday with the
Chairman and members of
RERA, NCTD, along with the
Chief Secretary and the
Divisional Commissioner at
Raj Niwas.

The discussions centred
around the challenges and
hardships being faced by
Delhi residents due to the
recent order.

During the meeting, the L-
G urged RERA to reconsider
the order in light of the diffi-
culties and harassment expe-
rienced by the people of
Delhi.

Delhi L-G urges RERA to reconsider
recent order on sale deed registrations 
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The President of Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi (VBA),
Prakash Ambedkar, said on Tuesday that the
party will hold a peace rally in Mumbai on
December 8 in support of the people of
Palestine who are currently facing a war with
Israel.
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The President of Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA), Prakash Ambedkar, said on Tuesday
that the party will hold a peace rally in

Mumbai on December 8 in support of the people
of Palestine who are currently facing a war with
Israel.

Ambedkar said that the peace meeting-cum-
rally will be organised with the participation of sev-
eral Muslim and non-Muslim organisations and
eminent personalities.

"If the scope of the Israel-Hamas war escalates, it
will affect India... Peace is imperative. Our country
may have to bear the responsibility of ensuring the
security of more than 5 crore Indians living and
working in the Gulf region," Ambedkar said.

A senior party official said that the peace rally is
likely to be held at the sprawling Azad Maidan in
which a large number of Dalits shall also join.

Lakhs of Dalits from all over India are expected
to join the annual Mahaparinirvan Divas to mark
the death anniversary of B.R. Ambedkar on
December 6.

A significant number of these attendees are
expected to stay back for a couple of days to attend
the pro-Palestine peace rally planned by the VBA,

the official said.
On his part, Ambedkar has appealed to all politi-

cal parties and organisations in the state, as well as

the common masses, to cast aside their religious
differences and join the peace rally in support of
the crisis-hit people of Palestine.

VBA to hold peace rally in Mumbai
in support of people of Palestine

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
has ordered an assessment of crop losses
caused by unseasonal rain in Maharashtra

and payment of compensation to affected farmers
"Authorities have been directed to conduct the

panchnama of the damaged crops and affected
farmers should be paid adequate compensation,"
CM Shinde said.

"This is the government of farmers and workers.
The government will always stand behind these
classes," the chief minister said, reported the PTI.

Notably, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray had on Tuesday targeted CM Eknath
Shinde for campaigning in poll-bound Telangana
even though farmers in Maharashtra are suffering
due to unseasonal rains.

He said preliminary information suggests that
nearly 1 lakh hectares of land under cultivation in
Marathwada, Vidarbha and north Maharashtra
regions was affected due to unseasonal rains over
the last three to four days.

Meanwhile, CM Eknath Shinde said that
Gadchiroli district in Maharashtra and Naxal-hit
areas in the region are transforming.

"Instead of giving jobs, we want to create job-
givers. I am satisfied that Balasaheb Thackeray's
dream of Maharashtra becoming a job-giver is

finally coming to fruition," he said, 
The chief minister said Naxalism cannot be

crushed only by the bullet and underlined the need
to create development opportunities for the people
living in the affected region.

Queried on recent incidents of Naxalite violence
in Gadchiroli district, the chief minister said the
C60 commando force has proved to be very effec-
tive.

"Naxalism menace in Gadchiroli is almost over.
They are not getting new recruits, forcing the
remaining cadres to shift their base to neighbour-
ing Chhattisgarh," he added.

Meanwhile, Union minister Kapil Patil on
Tuesday urged the chief minister to expedite the
assessment of the damage caused to crops by rain
and hailstorms in the Bhiwandi Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

In a letter addressed to the chief minister, Patil
said crops in Bhiwandi, Shahapur, Murbad and
Wada talukas have suffered heavy losses and the
paddy thrashing work was also affected.

He urged the CM to order relief for the affected
farmers and due compensation. 

CM Eknath Shinde has ordered an assessment of
crop losses caused by unseasonal rain

Uddhav Thackeray  hit out at Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
over his visit to Telangana for poll campaigning 

The Congress on Tuesday
demanded immediate
aid for the lakhs of farm-
ers reeling under the
severe crop losses owing
to the recent spell of
unseasonal rains that
lashed large parts of the
state in the past few
days.
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The Congress on
Tuesday demanded
immediate aid for the

lakhs of farmers reeling
under the severe crop losses
owing to the recent spell of
unseasonal rains that lashed
large parts of the state in the
past few days. State party
President Nana Patole and
Leader of Opposition Vijay
Wadettiwar have called upon
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
to disburse urgent assistance
of Rs 25,000 per acre for non-
irrigated crops and Rs
50,000/acre for irrigated
crops as immediate relief to
the farmers.

Wadettiwar told mediaper-
sons that the standing crops

on over 100,000-hectares
have been razed due to the
heavy rains and hailstorms
that pounded many regions
in the state, raising big ques-
tions on the viability of the
Rabi crop season.

Similarly, in a letter to the
Chief Minister, Patole point-
ed out that this year, the
farmers have been at the
receiving end of nature's fury,
battling one crisis after
another.

While the Kharif (mon-
soon) season was wiped off
due to a prolonged dry spell,
while the Rabi (winter) sea-
son is practically written off
owing to the unseasonal

downpour.
"Farmers in 17 of the 35

districts have lost an entire
year of crops, with the worst
hit being cotton, soybean,
sugarcane, tur, onion, potato,
maize, paddy, wheat, grapes,
mango, pomegranate,
papayapa, banana and
orange, besides all types of
vegetables," Patole said in the
letter.

Wadettiwar pulled up the
government accusing it of
delays in declaring a
"drought" in some parts of
the state, but demanded that
the regime should not pro-
long declaration of the cur-
rent spell of losses in the

interest of the farming com-
munity. "The government is
misleading by claiming it has
sought Rs 2,500 crore as aid
from the Centre. Then who is
the guardian of the state
farmers? The situation has
come to a stage when the
tillers are offering to sell off
their body organs to rid
themselves of loans/debts,"
said Wadettiwar sharply.

Patole and Wadettiwar also
said that the crop insurance
companies should expedite
disbursal of compensation to
the farmers on priority.

"While Rs 7,000 crore was
given to crop insurance com-
panies, the Agriculture
Minister is saying that these
companies will provide Rs
1,800-crore, then where is the
remaining money going?"
asked Wadettiwar.

The Congress leaders said
the government should not
"abandon" the farmers who
are the life-givers to the
nation and this is the time to
extend a helping hand to
them when they are facing a
crisis of survival.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray on
Tuesday hit out at

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde over his visit
to neighbouring Telangana
for poll campaigning amid
losses faced by farmers in
his home state due to
unseasonal rains,

Addressing a news con-
ference, Uddhav Thackeray
demanded that a cabinet
meeting be held immediate-
ly to discuss the issue and
farmers be given assistance
at the earliest,

He said six people have
lost their lives due to unsea-
sonal rains in the state,
while 100 cattle have also
perished

Grape and onion cultiva-
tors in Maharashtra have
also been affected by the
unseasonal rains, the former
chief minister said, reported
PTI.

"When the MeT depart-
ment had alerted about
unseasonal rains in

advance, what did the state
cabinet do?" he asked.

Thackeray said a prelimi-
nary information he has
received suggests that nearly
1 lakh hectare of land under
cultivation in Marathwada,
Vidarbha and north
Maharashtra was affected
due to unseasonal rains
since last three-four days, 

"There is no government
in Maharashtra as everyone
is busy in campaigning. It is
time to change the govern-
ment," Thackeray said, 

"A person who does not
bother about his own house
(state) and goes to another
state to campaign for anoth-
er party is not fit to run the
government and he has no
right to be in power," the
Sena (UBT) leader claimed, 

Shinde visited Telangana
on Tuesday to campaign for
the BJP. The assembly polls
in Telangana are scheduled
on November 30, 

The Shinde-led Shiv Sena
and the BJP are allies in
Maharashtra, .

"The chief minister who
cannot handle his own
house and is peeping into
homes of others cannot give
justice to the state,"
Thackeray said, 

Deputy CMs Devendra
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar are
also "missing in action", he
claimed, 

Thackeray also targeted
the ruling BJP saying while it
is busy distributing "revdis"
(doles) in other states, what
has it done for Maharashtra.

Congress slams Maha CM for 'abandoning'

farmers, demands immediate aid

Officials from the state's public
health department have said
that if the need arises,

Maharashtra may begin screening
arrivals at international airports as a
precautionary measure, in light of the
rising cases of respiratory illness in
China. A meeting of all state-level and
central-level health officials, along
with representatives from the World
Health Organization and doctors from
the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), was held in this
regard on Sunday. One of the points of
discussion was the possibility of
increasing disease surveillance at air-
ports. "There is no written communi-
cation or guidelines regarding the
same but checking for fever and keep-
ing an eye out for unusual symptoms
at airports was discussed in the meet-
ing," said Dr Dilip Salunkhe, a medical
officer with the state's public health
department. According to Dr
Salunkhe, the health department has
issued an advisory to private hospitals
in the state. "We have already asked
them to update their infrastructure
and alert us to any unusual cases.
Apart from this, we have ready govern-
ment-run infrastructure that was set

up when COVID-19 was on the rise,"
he said. It is noteworthy that the state
has not reported any unusual cases so
far. The meeting was held on the same
day the Centre, in a letter, asked the
states to review hospital preparedness
in case a situation similar to that in
China arises in India, while clarifying
that there was no need to be alarmed.

Recently, northern parts of China
reported a rise in respiratory illness
predominantly attributed to usual
causes like Influenza, Mycoplasma
pneumonia, SARS-CoV-2, etc. This

surge has largely impacted children,
leaving many hospitalised.

"All states and Union Territories
have been advised to implement the
'Operational Guidelines for Revised
Surveillance Strategy in the context of
COVID-19,' shared earlier this year,
which provides for integrated surveil-
lance of respiratory pathogens pre-
senting as cases of influenza-like ill-
ness (ILI) and severe acute respiratory
illness (SARI)," the Union Health
Ministry said in a statement on
Sunday. 

Maharashtra may begin screening
arrivals at international airports

A woman Agniveer
Logistics trainee from
Kerala reportedly died
by committing suicide at
a women's hostel in
Malvani area of Malad
west, a police officer
said here on Tuesday.
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Awoman Agniveer
Logistics trainee from
Kerala reportedly died

by committing suicide at a
women's hostel in Malvani
area of Malad west, a police
officer said here on Tuesday.

The woman, identified as
Aparna V Nair, 20, was
undergoing her navy training
at the INS Hamla in Malad,
and she may have resorted to
the ultimate step owing to
personal reasons, said an
Investigating Officer.

Taking strong cognisance
of the incident, the Indian
Navy has ordered an inquiry.

"Regret to inform the
unfortunate incident of the
unnatural death of Aparna V
Nair, Agniveer Logistics
(F&A), 20, at INS Hamla,
Mumbai on Nov. 27. An
enquiry has been ordered to
investigate the incident.
Indian Navy extends heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
family," said an official state-
ment.

Senior Police Inspector,
Malvani Police Station
Chimaji Adhav said that the
police have lodged an acci-
dental death report, and fur-

ther investigations are on
into the motive behind the
incident.

According to her room-
mate who returned to the
room around 10.30 am on
Monday, Nair apparently
failed to respond to repeated
knocks at the door.

Suspecting that something
was amiss, the room partner
informed the other girls and
the hostel staff, who broke
open the door and found
Nair's body there.

She was rushed to a near-
by hospital where she was
declared dead on admission
and later the police were
summoned for the probe.

Police said Nair had
arrived in Mumbai around
two weeks ago for training
and was living in a nearby
private women's hostel along
with a couple of dozen other
girls.

Woman Agniveer trainee commits suicide
in Mumbai; Navy orders probe 

In a shocking incident, a government school
teacher allegedly killed his wife and their
minor son early on Tuesday before commit-
ting suicide at his home in Solapur, the police
said.
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In a shocking incident, a government school
teacher allegedly killed his wife and their minor
son early on Tuesday before committing suicide

at his home in Solapur, the police said.
The incident came to light when a relative, Yuvraj

M. Munde, went to visit the family on Tuesday
morning only to find the three bodies in the bed-
room of the second floor flat in Naikwadi area of
the town.

According to Barshi City police station official
Sindhu Deshmukh, the deceased have been identi-
fied as Atul S. Munde (40), his wife Trupti (36), also

a local schoolteacher, and their five-year-old son
Om.

"Yuvraj Munde, the cousin brother of the
deceased, informed the police following which a
team was rushed to the spot. The bodies have been
sent for autopsy to ascertain the exact cause of their
deaths," Deshmukh said.

According to preliminary investigation, the body
of Trupti Munde was found lying on the bed with

her throat slit, while her son had been smothered
with a pillow. The minor also suffered injuries on
the head and neck.

Both were allegedly killed by Atul Munde, who
apparently committed suicide by hanging himself
in the same room, Deshmukh told IANS.

The motive behind the double murder-cum-sui-
cide is not clear yet. The police are questioning
their neighbours, friends and relatives for more
information as the incident has sparked a sensation
in the town with many people rushing there.

The police suspect that the dual murder-cum-
suicide may have occurred in the wee hours of
Tuesday. They are probing all possible angles,
including domestic dispute, professional issues or
any other external factors.

While Atul Munde was a teacher in the Zilla
Parishad School in Karmala, his wife Trupti taught
at the Abhinav Primary School in Barshi.

Maha Shocker: Govt teacher hangs self
after killing wife, minor son in Solapur 

The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) will take action

against shops, hotels and
other commercial establish-
ments in Mumbai that are
not putting up Marathi sign-
boards in Devanagari script,
an official said on Tuesday,

BMC said that a drive has
begun on Tuesday in this
regard and a team has been
formed to take action against
such establishments that did
not follow the directives,

BMC official Sanjay Sonar
said, "It has been going on for
a very long time that there
should be a signboard in
Marathi. So far, many people
have acted upon our primary
information to get a sign-
board in Marathi, some of
them didn't do it and went to
the Court,

BMC official further

informed that the maximum
fine is up to Rs 1 lakh if such
establishments fail to comply
with the directions of the
Corporation,  "The Supreme
Court's decision came and
they were given an ultima-
tum of two months which
also ended on November 25.
These establishments will
show their license. However,
the maximum fine is Rs 1
lakh in for not following
directions. But there is anoth-
er provision of a fine which is
the penalty of Rs 2,000 per
employee. First, we will give
them a notice, and then we
will check their license once.
After looking at their license,

we will get to know about the
number of employees and
then the Court will decide
the fine accordingly," Sonar
said,  Meanwhile, the BMC
will start taking action from
Tuesday against shops, hotels
and other commercial estab-
lishments failing to put up
signboards with names in
Devanagari script, the civic
body has said in a statement.

BMC administrator I S
Chahal held a meeting and
asked the officials to ensure
implementation of the
Supreme Court's directive
that the names of shops,
institutes and hotels must be
in Devanagari script it said.
The apex court had given
time to put up Devanagari
boards by November 25, but
the civic body will initiate
action from November 28,
the statement said.

BMC to take action against shops,
hotels without Marathi signboards



Dressed in a lungi and shirt with a headscarf tied around
his head, GonduruOndrappaBhimlinga (60) starts ped-
alling the tricycle provided by the panchayat around 6

a.m. A dedicated Clean Andhra Pradesh Mitra (clap mitra), his
aim is to collect waste -- dry, wet and hazardous -- from hous-
es lining the four streets that he serves in Bommanahal block
(mandal) of Anantapur district. He works only from 6 a.m. to
10 a.m., but his job is quite challenging if one considers the
number of households he is supposed to cover within those
few hours. Every clap mitra is responsible for door-to-door
waste collection from 250 households, or 1,000 people, every
single day. Bhimlinga has to stop at each house. Since most of
the villagers go to their fields before dawn, they keep the waste
bags outside. But those unwilling to comply just throw house-
hold waste on the road. He clears it, but does not hesitate to
counsel people not to discard waste openly as he moves
around with the tricycle. "I have been working as a clap mitra
since 2019. I try to finish work in one street within an hour. A
lot of waste accumulates during marriages and cultural events.
I need to collect waste from primary school, high school, vil-
lage secretariat, clinic, rythubharosa (a state government
scheme to financially assist farmers) call centre and shops,"
Bhimlingasaid. By the time he finished his duty, he would
have visited the dumpsite located on the village outskirts
thrice to empty the tricycle. Despite his good work, he has not
got his monthly payment of Rs 6,000 for the last 11 months.
Even otherwise, regular payment is a luxury as clap mitras are
paid in every three or six months only. According to
Bhimlinga, two weeks ago, clap mitras submitted a memoran-
dum to Anantapur District Collector M Gowthami seeking the
immediate settlement of dues. Local YSRCP leader Padma
Chandra Sekhar Reddy asserted that clap mitras in
Sreedharaghatta panchayat were getting payments every
month. "We collect Rs 2 per day from each house in the pan-
chayat to make their payments before the fifth of every
month." Unfortunately, this arrangement is present only in
Sreedharaghatta. Bhimlinga said the authorities in the village
where he worked had discontinued the services of two other
clap mitras citing fund constraints. The lack of funds seems to
have a lasting impact on waste management efforts. As a
result, open dumping and burning of waste are prevalent in
the villages of the block.

All-in-one solution
Locals admit that they dump all sorts of waste -- be it

domestic, agricultural or livestock -- separately in a nearby
dumpsite. This very act forfeits proper waste management as
chances of them getting mixed are quite high. On top of that,
the locals burn all the accumulated waste once a month,
upping air pollution to a great extent. No doubt, locals know
nothing about IEC (information, education and communica-
tion) on waste management. It is compulsory to hold gra-
masabha (village assembly) at least four times a year to create
awareness in the community on several fronts, including
waste management. During the last gramasabha on October 2
(Gandhi Jayanti), panchayat president and Panchayati Raj offi-
cials addressed only the water and power supply issues of
some villagers. A former clap mitra claimed the situation was
similar during all gramasabhas. "The meeting is just for name-

sake purposes. No one says a word about waste management
there," he said on condition of anonymity.Incidentally, the
clap mitra system was launched on October 2, 2021.Some resi-
dents have not even attended the gramasabha once. "We nei-
ther attended nor received the respective blue, green and red
bins for dry, wet and hazardous waste," they said. In short,
waste collection is poor in many areas and no data could be
accessed on whether the households take up waste disposal
practices. According to the Panchayati Raj Department,
Bommanahal block has 19 panchayats, 14,245 households, 72
clap mitras, 11 sheds, 59 NADEP composting pits and four
incinerators. However, some areas such as a street near
Kuruvalli Road, streets near steel factory and Devagiri Cross do
not have a waste collection system in place. "We dump waste
on the street corner and burn it once a month," said
ChakaliNaganna (45) and four others. Many households and
small shops do not have access to waste collection services. So,
they throw the wastewater onto the roads, wash their clothes
and even bathe their children there. Waste from individual
households, tea shops, chicken stalls, garages and general
stores still leads to unsightly streets. "There are 1,152 house-
holds, seven clap mitras, 24 NADEP pits and one shed in our
panchayat. Even if households do open dumping, clap mitras
go and collect the waste. So, there is no open burning in our
panchayat," DargaHonnur panchayat secretary
MadamanchiKullai Naidu said.

Tied down by lack of funds
A solid wealth process centre (SWPC) functions at every

panchayat in Bommanahal block. It is actually a dumpsite
where segregation of solid and wet waste takes place. A clap
mitra functions as a 'shed man', who segregates solid, wet and
dry waste. The compost generated is sold to third parties to
maintain cleanliness within the panchayat. The revenue
received is invested in community awareness programmes on
waste disposal. "Almost all the residents are farmers. Most of
them compost the wet waste generated in their households
and use it in their fields. Hence, not even 150 gm of wet waste
comes here from each house. So, there is not much work in
the shed," Naidu said. "We use livestock waste as manure in
our fields. If there is a surplus, we sell it for Rs 4,000 per trac-
tor," KattebasannaHunumantappa (65), a resident of the block,

added. The sheds in Bandur, Bollanaguddam, Gonehal,
Haresamudram, Kolaganahalli, Nemakallu and Untakallu
panchayats do not have power and water supply. The shed in
Bommanahal panchayat became inoperative after it was gut-
ted in a fire a year ago. There are no sheds in Elanji, Kuruvalli,
Lingadahal, Siddarampuram, Singanahalli and Upparahal
panchayats. 101Reporters tried to contact the respective pan-
chayat secretaries thrice over phone. One of them avoided say-
ing the mobile battery was out of charge and the other sent an
SMS saying he was attending a Google meet. According to the
Panchayati Raj Department, lack of funds and other priorities
are behind the poor condition of SWPCs. Each panchayat has
its own priorities such as concrete roads, drainage construc-
tion, water connections and motor repairs. The panchayat
president usually decides the priorities, while taking into
account the opinion of the majority of gramasabha attendees.
Moreover, SWPCs are not prioritised because they are more
labour-intensive, but without much returns. 

Shadow of caste
"There is no separate allocation of funds/budget for waste

management in panchayats. We utilise some amount either
from the general fund or as per the guidelines laid down by
the 15th Finance Commission to buy broomsticks, soaps,
masks, gloves and safety jackets. Priorities are decided through
gramasabhas and funds utilised accordingly," Sheik Shakila
Begum, Mandal Parishad Development Officer, Bommanahal,
told 101Reporters. However, clap mitras begged to differ. They
said they have not been getting detergents, bath soaps, gloves
and masks for months together. Safety jackets and uniforms
are also not provided. "We have no weekly offs, holidays, social
security and periodical health checkups." While acknowledg-
ing that clap mitras have remained unpaid for the last 11
months, DullaVijayamma, Extension Officer of Panchayati Raj
and Rural Development, told 101Reporters that they were
issuing periodically whatever was required for waste collec-
tion. "Overdue salaries will be settled as soon as funds are
available," she said. The National Institute of Rural
Development and PanchayatiRaj's 2016 guide on solid waste
management has clearly stated that sanitation workers should
undergo periodical health checkups and get a weekly off-on-
rotation basis. Along with their monthly wages, they should be
supplied with two detergent and two bath soaps. A few
Scheduled Caste clap mitras claimed they were being subject-
ed to caste discrimination. "Though the caste system was abol-
ished in 1948, the two tumbler system is still prevalent. For
cutting hair, we have to go elsewhere. This is our reality. As
recently as in 2020, the then district Collector,
GandhamChandrudu, directed the officials to rename their
colonies after social reformers and freedom fighters. As many
as 480 colonies in Anantapur district have been renamed," a
former clap mitra, who is a graduate, said on condition of
anonymity. "Clap mitras do the job that others cannot do, but
they do not get social respect and opportunities. Others can-
not do this cleaning work, but they get social respect and
opportunities," a volunteer who is part of the Village
Volunteers System of Andhra Pradesh summed up.
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Sculptors deployed at the under-con-
struction Ram temple site in
Ayodhya, are now giving final touch-

es to the idol of Jatayu, the divine bird that
played a crucial role in the Ramayana.
The Jatayu idol will be set up at the temple
of mythological vulture over KuberTeela
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
expected to offer his tributes to Jatayu on
January 22 before presiding over the conse-
cration ceremony. “Paying respect to
Jatayu is important since it will also sym-
bolise commemorating the Ram Bhakts
who laid down their lives during the strug-
gle to ensure Ram temple is restored at the
same site,” said an office-bearer of the
Mandir Trust. Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
regional spokesperson Sharad Sharma
said: “Senior office-bearers of the trust who
invited the Prime Minister for the consecra-
tion ceremony have discussed the impor-
tance of Jatayu’s role in the epic. Jatayu’s
temple and his idol are in final stages and
would be ready before the ceremony takes
place in January as Modi is expected to
offer his tributes and prayers to the divine
bird.” Meanwhile, the Shri Ram
JanmabhoomiTeerthKshetra said that the
slab over the ground floor is being installed
while work on readying the ground floor
with intricate carvings is also on. Visitors
will have to walk over the marble flooring
to reach the sanctum sanctorum (garbh-
griha) and artists and sculptures are giving
final shapes to the details at present. Shri
Ram JanmabhoomiTeerthKshetra on
Monday released the latest pictures of the
construction work being done at the site. 

Paul Babu (Views expressed are personal)

international

Jatayu ready for
installation in Ayodhya

Tel Aviv|Agencies

Mossad Chief David Barnea reached
Doha on Tuesday to hold fresh
talks with Hamas, he will also

meet Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
Chief William Barns.

The meeting assumes significance in
wake of hostage release negotiations
between Hamas and Israel.

The CIA Chief William Barns has played
a pivotal role in securing the release of the
hostages and has also undertaken several
discussions with the Qatar mediators for
the release.

Qatar senior officials were also hosted by
Mossad Chief in Israel a few days earlier.

Sources said that Mossad Chief will ask
Hamas for the release of all the women and
children.They said that he will also hold
talks with Qatar authorities and CIA Chief
for the release of soldiers in Hamas captiv-
ity. Hamas has already released 51 Israeli
citizens including women and children
and 19 foreign nationals since the release of
hostages commenced on November
24.Israel has agreed to the release 30
Palestinian security prisoners.

Sources said that Mossad Chief has
communicated that it will increase the
ceasefire for a further couple of days if
more hostages are released from Hamas
captivity.

Seoul|Agencies

North Korea on Tuesday said there
were votes against candidates for
deputies to local assemblies in the

latest local elections, marking the first
time in decades that the repressive regime
has reported opposing votes in its polls.

A total of 27,858 workers, peasants,
intellectuals and officials were elected
new deputies for local assemblies of
provinces, cities and counties in the local
elections Sunday, according to the North's
official Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA).

The voter turnout was recorded at 99.63
per cent, reports Yonhap News Agency.

Among voters who cast ballots, 99.91
per cent voted for the candidates for
deputies to provincial people's assemblies
and 0.09 per cent voted against them, the
KCNA said. In terms of deputies to city
and county people's assemblies, 99.87 per

cent voted for selected candidates and
0.13 per cent voted against them. North
Korea's state media carried a report of
opposing votes in local elections for the
first time since November 1956, when
approval rates stayed below 100 per cent in
two local elections. Elections in the North
are widely viewed as a formality, as the
candidates are hand-picked by the North's

ruling Workers' Party and rubber-stamped
into office. In the elections to pick deputies
to local assemblies in July 2019, the voter
turnout was 99.98 percent and 100 per
cent voted for the candidates. In March of
that year, North Korea reported 99.99 per
cent voter turnout and 100 per cent
approval in the elections to select deputies
to the Supreme People's Assembly, the
country's parliament. North Korea's rare
revelation of opposing votes in the latest
local elections may be intended to show
that it democratically held the election fol-
lowing the revision of the election law. For
Sunday's voting, Pyongyang allowed two
candidates to be recommended in some
constituencies and held a preliminary
election to decide on a final single candi-
date. Seoul's Unification Ministry said the
North's report of opposing votes does not
mean that the country guarantees people's
political rights.

Kiev|Agencies

Ukrainian President
VolodymyrZelensky has con-
firmed that at least five people

have died and 19 injured as a result of a
severe storm in the country's southern
region of Odesa. The severe snowstorm
hit Ukraine overnight on Monday, caus-
ing traffic disruptions and power out-
ages in 17 regions, Xinhua news agency
reported. At least 2,019 of villages and
towns have been left without electricity
as strong winds damaged power grids,
the country's Energy Ministry said on
social media. The southern Odesa and
Mykolaiv regions, the central

Dnipropetrovsk region, and the north-
ern Kiev region were affected the most
by the blizzard, said the Ministry. The
other affected regions are Donetsk,
Luhansk, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia and
Crimea, with traffic currently blocked on
14 motorways. A state of emergency is
now in place in several municipalities in
Crimea.More than 1,500 rescuers have
been deployed across Ukraine in a mas-

sive clean-up operation. In the capital
Kiev, the country's largest flag - measur-
ing 16x24m - had to be taken down from
a 90m pole after it was damaged by
fierce winds. City officials said the flag
would be replaced and raised
again.Meanwhile, the storm has also
battered Russia, Moldova, Georgia and
Bulgaria. According to Russia's Energy
Ministry, the worst hit regions were
Dagestan, Krasnodar and Rostov. While
Russia's Black Sea port of Sochi wit-
nessed big waves battering the city's
seafront, authorities in Moscow had to
deploy specialist machinery to clear the
streets after heavy snowfall.

Mossad Chief in Doha for fresh talks, will
meet CIA Chief for release of more hostages

N.Korea reports 1st opposing votes
in local elections in decades

Severe snowstorm in Ukraine
kills five, injures 19

Clap mitras of Andhra Pradesh serve 250 houses
in four hours, but payments never come on time

Jakarta|Agencies

Indonesia's Anak Krakatau volcano
located in the waters of the Sunda
Strait erupted on Tuesday, spewing an

ash cloud of about 1 km high, an official
said.

The volcano's Observation Post Officer
AnggiNuryoSaputro said the eruption
occurred at 6.29 a.m. for 130 seconds,
with the wind heading north, reports
Xinhua news agency.

"The ash column was observed to be

gray to black in colour with thick intensity
towards the north," he said in a statement.

Since it first emerged in June 1927,
Anak Krakatau's volcanic activity has
been on the rise, making its body larger
and taller, up to 157 m above the sea level. 

Its activity has increased significantly
since April last year, which raised its dan-
gerous status to the third highest level.

In 2018, Anak Krakatau erupted and
triggered a tsunami that killed over 400
people and left thousands homeless.

Indonesia's Anak Krakatau
volcano erupts

Rome|Agencies

Afishing vessel with 573
migrants aboard landed
on southern Italy's

Lampedusa island after being
towed ashore by the Italian
Coast Guard.

It is the fourth major landing
of migrants on the island this
month, reports Xinhua news
agency.Local media reported
that the migrants had set off
from Libya.

They arrived at a migrant
processing center on
Lampedusa designed to house
around 400 people.With the
latest arrivals, the total number
of migrants landing on Italy's
shores this year topped
150,000, according to figures
from the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR).

With only five weeks left to
go this year, the figure is more
than in any other complete
year since 2016.

As of Monday, the UNHCR
said that at least 2,659 people
had died or gone missing cross-
ing the Mediterranean route to
European countries, around
220 more than in all of last year.

More than 60 per cent of
migrants using the
Mediterranean route to arrive
in the European Union this
year have landed in Italy, and

85 per cent of those arriving in
Italy landed on the island
region of Sicily -- almost all of
them on Lampedusa, a small
island located between Sicily
and Tunisia.

On November 20, more than
800 people landed on
Lampedusa in one day.The fol-
lowing day, a woman and a
two-year-old girl died, and at
least eight others went missing

when two smaller vessels sank
off the coast of Lampedusa.

For years, the North African
country of Libya was the most
popular launching point for
migrant boats.However, after
the European Union began
supporting Libya to enhance its
coastal patrols to prevent ves-
sels from setting off for Europe,
Tunisia became the most com-
mon departure point for

migrants on the deadly
Mediterranean route.

UNHCR figures show that
through the end of October, 19
per cent of migrant arrivals in
Italy were from Syria, slightly
more than those from
Bangladesh, Tunisia and Egypt,
both accounting for over 13 per
cent of the total, were the third
and fourth most common
countries of origin.

573 migrants arrive on
Italy's Lampedusa island



Team Absolute|Rajgarh

APOCSO court here on Tuesday sentenced a 26-year-old
man to 20 years of imprisonment for abducting and
repeatedly raping a 15-year-old girl last year, a public

prosecutor said.
The court also slapped fine of Rs 55,000 upon the convict,

Raju Dangi, a resident of Rajgarh district in Madhya Pradesh,
public prosecutor DhirendraChoudhary said.

Dangi lured the minor victim, then a Class 10 student,
while she was returning from school here on July 14, 2022 and

took her to his home in Rajgarh and repeatedly raped her for
three days, Choudhary said.

Meanwhile, the teenager's father lodged a missing report
here, hours after she did not return home from school, he
added.  The police rescued the minor from Rajgarh after three
days and arrested Dangi under sections 363, 366 of the Indian
Penal Code and the protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the public prosecutor said.

Statements of 19 witnesses were recorded during the trial
and 30 documents were produced before the court after
which it announced its judgement in the case, he added.
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Team Absolute|Guna

Pankaj Kaneria, the
Congress candidate
from the Guna assem-

bly constituency in Madhya
Pradesh, on Tuesday
demanded that postal ballots
be kept in the same stron-
groom where Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
have been kept.

A day earlier, the Congress
had submitted a memoran-
dum to the state's chief elec-
toral officer seeking action
against the Balaghat collector
for allegedly taking postal
ballots out of the strongroom.

The state went to the polls

on November 17, while
counting of votes will be held
on December 3.

In a letter to Guna collec-
tor and returning officer

TarunRathi, Kaneria took
exception to postal ballots
being kept at the government
treasury.

Candidates of various par-

ties are keeping a watch on
the strongroom where EVMs
are kept, and the safety of
postal ballots will be ensured
if they too are kept there, he
said. Collector Rathi said he
would look into the applica-
tion. As per the directives of
the Election Commission of
India, the strongroom where
postal ballots are kept will be
opened at 4 pm on
December 2 after informing
the candidates and political
parties, he said.

The ballots will be then
shifted to the strongroom
where the EVMs are kept
before they are opened on
December 3. 

MP Chief Electoral Officer Suspends Postal Nodal Officer In
Connection With Opening Of Postal Ballots In Balaghat

Postal Ballots Be Kept In Same Room As EVMs,
Demands Congress Candidate From Guna

Team Absolute|Bhopal

This time board examinations of classes 10th and 12th will
be held early across the country in view of Lok Sabha
elections 2024. The preparations for the Madhya Pradesh

Board of Secondary Education (MPBSE) examinations to be
held from February 5 have already begun. The list of examina-
tion centres has been handed over to the district education
officers. Tightening the grip on people who use unfair means
to pass the exams, the board has decided to conduct the
exams only under the surveillance of CCTV cameras.
Therefore, the authorities are preparing to make only those
schools where CCTV cameras are operational as examination
centres. CCTVs will be compulsorily installed, especially at
sensitive and hypersensitive centres. In schools where cam-
eras are not working, they will be made operational. 

Examination centers can be changed
If there is no arrangement for CCTV and videography at the

examination centres, the examination centres can be changed.
It is noteworthy that during the board examination last year,
about 16 question papers of both the classes went viral. For
this reason, this year MPBSE is taking necessary precautions.
This time CCTV will be installed at the examination centres of
some districts as a pilot project. The districts will be decided
after the examination committee meeting. This may include
districts like Gwalior, Morena, Bhind, Shajapur etc.

Cameras were installed for polling
Shedding light on the board's decision, DEO Anjani Kumar

Tripathi said, "Since polling stations have been set up in most
of the schools, CCTV cameras have been installed. Cameras
are already installed in some schools. The board is also col-
lecting information about the cameras of the examination cen-
tres. This time, examination centres will be set up only in those
schools where CCTV cameras are installed. The schools which
already have cameras installed will be inspected," said
BalwantVerma, Controller of Examination, MPBSE.

Only Schools With CCTV Cameras To Be
Selected As Exam Centres for MP Board Exams

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Tuesday said that it has
arrested a Principal General

Manager and an SDE, both working in
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL)
in Madhya Pradesh's Bhopal in a bribery
case.

A CBI official said that the accused
have been identified as Mahendra
Singh, posted as Principal General
Manager of BSNL and Rakesh Yadav,
SDE, BSNL, both posted in Bhopal.

The official said that a case was regis-
tered on complaint against Yadav and
Singh, both working in BSNL, Bhopal on
the allegations of demanding undue
advantage from complainant.

The official said that it was alleged
that a chargesheet for departmental dis-
ciplinary action was issued to the
Complainant by PGM and the further
proceedings in the matter were pending.

"It was further alleged that the SDE
demanded undue advantage of Rs
40,000 from complainant and informed
him that the PGM of BSNL had
demanded the said bribe for amicable
settlement of pending chargesheet in his

favour," the official said.
The official further said that it was

also alleged that Yadav told the com-
plainant that in case, he would not pay
the demanded bribe, then PGM would
take strict action against him.

Yadav also allegedly informed the
Complainant that the PGM had asked to
initially pay an amount of Rs 15,000 out
of total bribe of Rs 40,000 and rest of the
amount can be given subsequently, the
official said. "CBI laid a trap and caught
Singh while accepting bribe of Rs 15000

from Complainant," the official said.
Searches were conducted at the

premises of PGM at Bhopal which led to
recovery of cash Rs 8 lakh, 240.5 gm of
Gold and 1915 gm Silver items, and
incriminating documents.

Later, Yadav was also caught. During
search at his premise incriminating doc-
uments and locker key were recovered,
the official said. Both the accused were
produced before the competent court at
Bhopal and were remanded to police
custody.

CBI arrests BSNL officials in Bhopal graft case

Man Gets 20-Yr Imprisonment For
Abducting Teen From Kota & Raping Her

Team Absolute|Gwalior

In a horrifying incident of Gwalior, a smack smuggler along
with his son killed a man, cut his body into 100 pieces and
threw them in drains after wrapping them into plastic bags

to hide their crime. The murder mystery finally got solved after
57 days of the crime when the accused murderers got arrested
on Tuesday, revealed the Gwalior police.

In fact, on September 28, 8 pieces of human body were
found at Gundavali road of JanakGanj police station in the
SwarnRekha drain located on Ram Kuia. As soon as the
deceased's family found the body parts they informed police
that Raju had been murdered. 

The police took cognizance of the incident and started

investigating.  Finally, on Tuesday, the police revealed that the
deceased has been identified as Raju Khan, a resident of
BhodapurJhaduwalaMohalla of Gwalior city. Also, the murder-
ers have been identified as Kallu Khan and his son Nazim, res-
idents of JhaduwalaMohalla. 

Police also said that Kallu Khan was absconding along with
his wife and son Nazim ever since the murder. They kept flee-
ing from Ajmer to Agra and were keeping their eyes on the
police's actions on the murder case. 

Later, 5 days ago, Kallu Khan surrendered himself in the
case of drug smuggling. He appeared in the court from where
he was sent to jail. But his son Nizam was still hiding.Finally,
the Janakganj police caught Nizam after 57 days of the incident
and both the accused now have been arrested. 

aMurders Kill Man And Cut Body In 100 Pieces Over
Rs20,000; Main Accused Arrested 57 Days After The Crime

Fire Breaks Out At Train Carrying Coal In Jabalpur
Team Absolute|Jabalpur

Afire broke out in a freight train near Bhitoni railway station of Jabalpur on Monday late night. The goods train, carrying
coal, was going to GadarwaraNarsinghpur from SingrauliDevra. Fortunately, no casualty was reported and timely action
by the railway officials and fire station averted a major accident as the train carried flammable coal.

Seeing the flames, the goods train was stopped at Bhitoni railway station. There was a sudden chaos on the platform. Fire
rangers were called and situation was brought under control.According to information, the incident happened at Bhitauni
railway station located in Shahpura of Jabalpur on Monday night. The goods train was carrying coal for NTPC plant in
Narsinghpur. The coal was loaded at SingrauliDevra of Madhya Pradesh. The train left for GadarwaraNarsinghpur, however, as
it reached Jabalpur, a few coaches caught fire. Seeing the rising smoke, the railway authorities gave a red signal and stopped
the train at Bhitoni railway station on platform one.

The railway men informed the fire station and brigades rushed in. After much effort, the fire was extinguished.A detailed
investigation so to check what sparked the fire in the freight train is underway.

Team Absolute|Indore

A27-year-old electricity company
employee's body was found near
the railway track in Banganga

police station jurisdiction late on
Monday. The family members alleged
that he was murdered, and his body
was thrown near the railway track. 

The man was identified as Vinay
Thakur, a resident of Shanti Nagar,
Bangarda Road.

Vinay's father, Nimi Chand, alleged

that his son was murdered as his
motorcycle was also missing from the
spot.

He had spoken to Vinay around
12:30 am and asked him to return
home as the weather was not good.
Vinay told his father that he would
come to the house soon.

After two hours, when his father
called again, a policeman answered his
cell phone and told him that the rail-
road workers had discovered his son's
body close to the railway track. Vinay

had a sister and was his parents' sole
son. He was supposed to get married in
April of the following year.

At first, it was thought that he had
died after being struck by a train. Still,
the family members are being ques-
tioned by the authorities as they look
into the situation.

The body has been submitted for an
autopsy by the police, and the autopsy
report will reveal the true cause of
death. We're waiting on the autopsy
results, and more research has started. 

Electricity Company Employee's Body Found
Near Railway Track, Kin Allege Murder

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh Chief Electoral
Officer AnupamRajan on
Tuesday said that a postal

nodal officer was suspended in connec-
tion with opening postal ballots before
counting of votes in Balaghat district.

The action was taken following the
complaint of Congress party accusing
the Balaghat District Election Officer of
opening postal ballot votes before the
counting day. The suspended official
has been identified as Himmat Singh,
who is posted as a tehsildar.

"No postal ballot votes were counted
in Balaghat. The postal ballot votes
were sorted according to the assembly
constituencies and it was done in the
presence of representatives of all politi-
cal parties. Though a procedural error
occurred there about opening the ballot
box before time. It was opened before
the due date. In view of which, a postal
nodal officer and Tehsildar has been
suspended," Rajan said.

A Congress delegation led by party
election-in charge JP Dhanopia on
Monday lodged a complaint to the State
Election Commission, accusing the
Balaghat District Election Officer of
opening postal ballot votes before the
counting day.

Congress had demanded inquiry
"There is a collusion between District

Election Officer Girish Kumar Mishra
and the local Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLA in Balaghat. Our candidate
and supporters reached the spot and
made this video. Earlier, our state presi-

dent Kamal Nath had feared such irreg-
ularities. We have complained today
and have been assured of action after
investigation," Madhya Pradesh
Congress Election-in-charge JP
Dhanopia said.

Meanwhile, reacting to the allegation
of the political parties that the govern-
ment employees and officials were not
allowed to vote, Rajan said that about
3.23 lakhs government employees exer-
cised their franchise in the state in this
state assembly elections.

"In this state assembly polls, about
3.23 lakh government employees have
casted their votes through postal ballot
and EDC (Election Duty Certificate).
Besides, the voting of police personnel
in Khandwa district, which took place a
day after the polling date in the state,
has been invalidated by the Election
Commission," he added. 

'Concrete arrangements for counting
day'

Talking about the preparation for the
counting of votes in the state on
December 3, the officer said that the
counting would be held at all the dis-

trict headquarters and concrete
arrangements were made for the same.

"Counting of votes will take place in
all the district headquarters on
December 3 and the concrete arrange-
ments have been made for the same.
Central forces and police will be there
on the spot and there are no worries
about security arrangements in the
state," he added.

Earlier Congress State President
Kamal Nath urged the electoral officers
to work impartially during the critical
counting on December 3.

"I would like to remind all the officers
and employees involved in the election
process that at present they are working
under the Election Commission, which
is an autonomous body separate from
the Government of Madhya Pradesh. At
present they are not working under any
party or minister. Therefore, all officers
and employees are requested not to fol-
low any unconstitutional or illegal order
and do only that work which is their
administrative responsibility. The
report of the functioning of every officer
and employee is available to the public.
I also urge Congress workers to be pre-
pared for the toughest struggle for their
constitutional rights. On December 3,
the public will approve the Congress
government in Madhya Pradesh.
Therefore, they should engage in their
work without any conflict" Kamal Nath
said. Voting for the 230-member
Madhya Pradesh assembly took place
on November 17 with a 77.15 percent
voter turnout and counting will be done
on December 3.

Team Absolute|Panna

Apassenger bus toppled, leaving
two people dead and multiple
others injured in Madhya

Pradesh's Panna district on Tuesday
according to a police officer.

Tuesday at around ten in the morn-
ing, the incident happened close to the
Bichhua drain, which is under the
authority of the Brijpur police station in
the district. Locals gathered around the
scene after the accident and reported
the incident to the police.

As soon as the police received the
information, they responded quickly,

contacted an ambulance, and transport-
ed the injured passengers to the district
hospital.

"A passenger bus was moving towards
Satna district from Brijpur in Panna dis-
trict. On the way the driver lost control
of the bus and it overturned near

Bichhua drain under Brijpur police sta-
tion limits in the district. Two persons
died and over a dozen passengers sus-
tained injuries in the accident," said Arti
Singh, Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP, Panna). 

As soon as the police learned about
the tragedy, they responded quickly,
evacuating the passengers from the bus
and transporting the injured, assisted by
108 ambulance service, to the district
hospital, according to the officer.

There were about fifty people riding
the bus. She also mentioned that the
district hospital was treating the injured
passengers

2 Killed, Several Injured as
Passenger Bus Overturns 



KEVIN BACON RECALLS
LIVING IN 'FLOPHOUSE'
APARTMENT ON $150
MONTH BUDGET IN 1976
Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Kevin Bacon's time in New York City began with
a $150-a-month apartment budget. "I don't know
how I got the math on that, but that's what I had

decided," Kevin, 65, said during a recent appearance on
'The Kelly Clarkson Show' of his experience moving to the
Big Apple in 1976.

The actor said: "So I saw an ad on the back of the Village
Voice, and it said 'Artists, actors, musicians residence,' and
I thought, 'Well, that sounds good'," reports People maga-

zine.The Pennsylvania native said he sought out the apart-
ment after sleeping on his sister's couch for four months
while he got acquainted with the city.

"It was basically a flophouse," he continued. "I guess
there were some artists there, but not a lot."

As per People, Kevin said he was forced to live with a
roommate he met at the rental office after being told there
were no single-room apartments.

"We lived together for four years," explained Kevin. "In
fact, I just had lunch with him the other day".

The 'Leave the World Behind' star said his roommate
was a classical pianist who worked nights at the
Copacabana and that it was "really cool" to hear him play
at home.

Kelly Clarkson shared her own experience of moving in
with someone she didn't know, adding that everyone in the
entertainment industry has had a "crazy" living experience
at one point or another.

"You really got to want your dream," she added, to which
Kevin agreed by replying that "you got to have the hunger."

The 'Footloose' actor recently opened up to People
about his love of spending time at home in the kitchen with
his wife, Kyra Sedgwick.

"We really switch off. We love to cook, and we love to eat.
Cooking and eating together is something that we've
always done as a family".

His and Kyra's passion has also been carried on to their
daughter Sosie, 31, and son Travis, 34.

"We never gave them lessons," he explained.
"We never sat down and said, 'Okay, this is how you

cook.' But just in the course of life, they've ended up mak-
ing great, great dishes, and they both really enjoy it".

Los Angeles | Agencies

JoJo Siwa has made no secret of the
fact that she leaned on her "older
brothers" Nick Viall and Cameron
Tyler to get her through the rigorous
challenges of 'Special Forces: World's

Toughest Test'.And, it seems she's also
open to their dating advice, reports People
magazine.She even jokingly pitched a real-
ity show where the 'Bachelor Nation' stars
might use their experience looking for love
on camera to help her find a special lady to
spend the rest of her life with.

When asked if the three, who formed a

close bond while filming season 2 of the
boot camp-style reality series, might be
teaming up on camera again in the future,
Viall teased: "Yeah, it's going to be the fear-
some threesome ... we'll have our own
show or something."

"Perfect," chimed in Siwa.
"Nick and Tyler find me a wife!"
"There we go," Nick said, even pitching a

title, 'Nick and Tyler: Matchmaker'. Siwa
then added, "We're going to get Tyler on
Dancing with the Stars."

As per People, Siwa is coming off a gru-
eling stint on the boot camp-style reality
show, from which she self-eliminated dur-

ing Monday's season 2 finale.
"I've never quit anything," she said in a

confessional interview while footage of her
in the interrogation room showed her
whispering to herself, "It's time to put my
personal life first".

She told Directing Staff Mark "Billy"
Billingham while opting out: "You know,
I've had an incredible experience here.
And I've learned a lot about myself. And
I've learned that I've put my career in front,
way more than I have a more personal
life."She added, "Even though I didn't
make it to the end, I made it well beyond
what I thought I could."
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Taylor Swift

JoJo Siwa
PROPOSES DREAM REALITY SHOW WHERE NICK VIALL,

TYLER CAMERON FIND HER LOVE

Los Angeles | Agencies

Paris Hilton is elated about life as a mom of two.
Ahead of the premiere of the second season of her
reality series, 'Paris In Love', the multi-hyphenate,

shared that she is excited to be settling into her family of
four after announcing on Thanksgiving that she and hus-
band Carter Reum have welcomed their second baby,
daughter London.

Paris said, "I'm just over the moon that our little
princess is here. My life just feels so complete, having my
little baby boy and now my little girl", reports People
magazine.Paris said the couple, who welcomed son
Phoenix Barron in January, "are just so grateful and so
happy. It's exciting to be spending our first holidays as
parents".

"I am so excited to have our first holidays together.
Thanksgiving was so special, surprising everyone with
London and getting to show Phoenix the Christmas tree
for the first time. Seeing his eyes light up and seeing the
wonder in his eyes, it's such a magical experience. I can't
wait for our first Christmas together as a family".

As per People, from "having Santa come and bring all
the gifts for the kids" to "just sitting around on Christmas
morning in matching onesies," Hilton is looking forward
to celebrating that "we can all be together, spending time
as a family" this holiday season.

She's also excited about "having my sister, my brother
and all their kids come over. It's the next generation of
cousins, and it's just great to watch them all grow up
together. I'm looking forward to those moments so
much. The holidays have always been special to me, but
now they're even more special now that I have a family to
share it with".

Fans will get to watch Hilton tackle everything from
mom guilt to diaper changes on the new season of 'Paris
In Love', which she hopes will introduce the world to
another side of her after growing up in the spotlight.

She shared, "I'm just excited for my fans to see this
next stage of my life, being a wife and a mom. You get to
experience a really in-depth look into my life and what a
fun mom I am and how much love that I have to give and
how I am very hardworking".

Los Angeles | Agencies

Reality TV star and make-up mogul Kylie
Jenner believes she's proved people "wrong"
with the success of her make-up business.

The 26-year-old star has gained huge success
with her Kylie Cosmetics brand but
her mother Kris Jenner
initially warned her
that the venture
could easily
flop.

"Proving people wrong was a challenge, but so
was building it from the ground up. It was me and
my mom and we never made a make-up line. We
didn't know where to start. We didn't have anyone
helping us. And my mom thought I was going to be
stuck with lip kits in my garage for the rest of my
life," Kylie told Interview magazine, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

"I think we ordered 5,000 of each colour;
that was the minimum. And she was like,

'You better be ready, Kylie, because you
might have a lot of lip kits in your

garage for the rest of your life, so
you better love these colours'."

Kylie initially found it "hard"
to get her brand off the

ground.
However, she's also rel-

ished the challenge of
growing her company.

Kylie, who founded
her business back in
2014, shared: "Then it
broke in two seconds,
and that's when we
were like, 'Okay, how
do we do this? How do
we make these faster
and better?'

"We got in my
mom's car and drove

all over California and
visited all these facto-

ries. Finding the best
manufacturer was diffi-

cult. We were a new com-
pany, so growing in front of

a lot of people was hard. You
don't have room to make mis-

takes. But it wasn't a bad thing.
"It was so successful and it was

the best time of my life."

Tiffany Haddish
on DUI arrest:
'I'm going to get
some help'
Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Comedienne Tiffany Haddis has talked about
her arrest for falling asleep behind the wheel. The
"Girls Trip" star was cited by authori-

ties for driving under the influence
after dozing off in the middle of
the street. In an interview,
Haddish addressed the inci-
dent and said that she is going
to seek help following the inci-
dent, reports deadline.com.

"I'm going to get some help
so I can learn balance and
boundaries," she told ET.

Haddish also assured that
"this will never happen again".

According to the actress, before
the incident, she was at The Laugh
Factory helping feed the under-
privileged on
Thanksgiving
day and
also per-
formed
a
spe-
cial

comedy routine.
Haddish

addressed the
arrest during a
performance at
The Laugh Factory
in California.

"What happened
last night?"
Haddish said hours
after the news
broke she was
cited with a DUI.
"Ah, damn. You
tell me. I don't
know."

Kylie Jenner recalls struggles
of starting make-up line

PARIS HILTON OPENS UP ABOUT NEWBORN
DAUGHTER LONDON, BEING IN HER 'MOM ERA'
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Six-time Asian
Championships medalist
Shiva Thapa (63.5kg) and

2019 World Championships sil-
ver medalist Amit Panghal
(51kg) started their campaign
on a winning note on day three
at the 7th Elite Men's National
Boxing Championships in
Shillong.

Representing Assam, Shiva
started off in a dominating
fashion against Abhinash
Jamwal but as the bout pro-
gressed, the boxer from
Himachal Pradesh made a
remarkable comeback and
made Shiva work for each point
impressing the referees.

The bout was closely con-
tested throughout but the high-
ly experienced Shiva main-
tained his composure in the
crucial moments of the game to
get past his opponent in a 4-3
split decision win. He will now
face Santhosh HK of Karnataka
in the round of 16 clash on
Tuesday.

Amit, who is playing for
SSCB was up against
Maharashtra's Shivaji, was

looking as determined as ever.
The 28 year old did not hesitate
to throw punches as his oppo-
nent looked clueless giving the
southpaw ample opportunity
to experiment with his moves.

Amit finished the bout with
an easy 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion win. He will now be up
against Punjab's Jayshandeep
Singh on Tuesday in the round
of 16 clash.Tokyo Olympian
Ashish Kumar (80kg) of
Himachal Pradesh got the bet-
ter of his opponent Arshdeep
Singh of Punjab. Ashish was at
the top of his game and domi-
nated the proceedings to grab
the win with a unanimous
decision. He will take on

Chandigarh's Nitish Kumar in
the round of 16 clash on
Tuesday Asian Championship
2022 bronze medalist Govind
Sahani (48kg) who is playing
for RSPB (Railway Sports
Promotion Board) proved too
good for Sayan Lodh of
Tripura.

Govind started the proceed-
ing with an aggressive
approach surprising his oppo-
nent who was caught off guard
by his approach. Within no
time Govind wrapped the
game with a referee stopping
the contest verdict in round
one. He will now face Himachal
Pradesh's Vishal on Tuesday in
the round of 16 clash.

Guwahati|Agencies

Glenn Maxwell slammed an
unbeaten 47-ball hundred to
lead Australia to a win in a run-

chase of 223 in the third T20I against
India, here on Tuesday.

Maxwell walked in to bat in the
final over of the Powerplay with Travis
Head giving the side a good start in
the run-chase, but with Marcus
Stoinis struggling to middle the ball,
the onus was on him to accelerate,
states ICC.

The all-rounder, who hit the fastest
Cricket World Cup hundred last
month, was on 42 off 22 balls when
Stoinis departed with Australia need-
ing 95 runs off seven overs.

Ravi Bishnoi struck for the second
time next over to dismiss Tim David to
further dent the Aussies, but Maxwell
wasn't flustered as he brought up his
half-century with a six off Arshdeep
Singh.

With 78 needed off five overs, India
were clear favourites and it remained
that way when Prasidh Krishna pro-
duced a six-run over in the 18th over
of the innings. Australia's equation
had become pretty tough with 43 runs

needed off the last two overs.
Matthew Wade reduced the pres-

sure on Maxwell with two fours and a
six off Axar Patel in the penultimate
over, but the Aussies still needed 21
runs off the last over.

Wade started the over with a
boundary before handing the reins
over to the well-set Maxwell. The all-
rounder went on to smash Prasidh for
a six followed by a hat-trick of fours to
take Australia to a stunning win and
also completed a record-breaking ton
in the process.

With the 47-ball hundred, Maxwell
equalled the record set by Aaron
Finch and Josh Inglis (earlier in the
series) for the fastest ton by an
Australian in men's T20Is.

Maxwell also equalled Rohit
Sharma's record for the most cen-
turies in men's T20Is with his fourth
hundred in the format.

Maxwell's previous T20I ton had
also come against India in Bengaluru
in 2019 in another tall run-chase that
Australia successfully completed.

With the win, the series is still alive
with two T20Is to go. The next match
of the series will be played on
December 1 in Raipur.

Brisbane|Agencies

Grand Slam champion Aryna Sabalenka,
Elena Rybakina and US Open semifinalist
Ben Shelton on Tuesday confirmed they

will join the world-class line-up for Brisbane
International starting from December 31 to
January 7 at the Queensland Tennis Centre.

Four-time Grand Slam champion Naomi
Osaka was already named in the field as she
returns to tennis.

"I'm excited about starting my 2024 Australian
season in Brisbane. Australia holds a special
place in my heart after winning my first Grand
Slam there," Sabalenka said in a statement."I
can't wait to make my debut at the Brisbane
International and play in front of the Queensland
tennis fans. It's a tournament that's attracted so
many good players in the past and I'm hoping it
will set me up for another successful summer."

World No.17 Ben Shelton will feature in the
men's ATP 250 field. The 21-year-old American
won his first ATP Tour singles title last month.

"I'm thrilled to be playing the Brisbane
International for the first time in 2024. My first
trip to Australia was last January, and it was such
an amazing experience. The fans were so wel-
coming," Shelton said.

"I'm looking forward to exploring Brisbane
and playing in front of the local fans. Hopefully,
there will also be a chance to fit in some sightsee-
ing during my visit."The combined WTA 500 and

ATP 250 tournament will also feature Grand
Slam champions Andy Murray, Victoria
Azarenka, world No.8 Holger Rune and world
No.14 Grigor Dimitrov.

"The Brisbane International is shaping up to
be one of the best we've seen in both the
women's and men's fields," said Brisbane
International Tournament Director Cam
Pearson."To have both the world No.2 and world
No.4, Sabalenka and Rybakina, headlining the
women's field and young gun Ben Shelton also
confirmed, further cements the tournament as a
premium event."Pearson said he would wel-
come Australian Nick Kyrgios to the tournament
if he recovers from injury in time.

"We would love to have him here, he's a past
champion and a fan favourite but he needs to do
what's best for him and his recovery," he said.

"If that means he's playing in January, fantas-
tic." Kyrgios had knee surgery in January and
then aborted comeback plans at Wimbledon
after tearing a ligament in his wrist.

Aryna Sabalenka and Elena Rybakina

to play Brisbane International 2024
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Indian Racing festival is set to com-
mence from December 1-17, 2023 at
Madras Internationa Circuit,

Chennai.
Following the much-acclaimed suc-

cess of its inaugural round, the much-
anticipated second season of the league
will witness six teams renewing their
rivalries as they kick off the proceedings
in Chennai.

This season, six powerhouse teams
will battle it out for supremacy, featuring
an impressive lineup that mirrors the F4
teams. The teams include: Hyderabad
Blackbirds, Speed Demons Delhi,
Chennai Turboriders, Godspeed Kochi,
Goa Aces, Bangalore Speedsters.

In a unique twist, both IRL and F4
share the same team names, adding an
extra layer of excitement and competi-
tion to the racing scene. Unlike its F4
counterpart, IRL introduces a distinctive
championship format with Cars and
Teams Championship.

In IRL, points are awarded based on
Car No, emphasizing the collective per-
formance of the teams rather than indi-

vidual drivers. This innovative approach
adds a strategic dimension to the com-
petition, keeping fans on the edge of
their seats throughout the season.

"We are thrilled to bring back the
Indian Racing League for its second sea-
son, and this time, we have raised the
stakes. The fusion of high-speed action

and strategic team dynamics promises
an unforgettable experience for fans
and participants alike. Our aim is to fos-
ter a vibrant motorsports culture in
India, creating opportunities for young
talents to shine on the global stage," said
Akhilesh Reddy, chairman and MD of
Racing Promotions Private Limited.

The Indian Racing festival aims to
revolutionize motorsports in India by
providing a much-needed platform to
aspiring racers to showcase their skills
and compete at the highest level. With a
focus on both entertainment and talent
development, IRS is poised to become a
breeding ground for future champions.

As the racing community eagerly
anticipates the roaring engines and
screeching tires, IRS is set to captivate
audiences and leave an indelible mark
on the motorsports landscape in India.

Indian Racing Festival gears up for
exciting second season in Chennai

IND VS AUS, T20IS: MAXWELL EQUALS ROHIT SHARMA WITH
RECORD TON AND LEADS AUSTRALIA TO THRILLING VICTORY

Shiva Thapa & Amit Panghal kick off with a win
at the men's national boxing championship

Indian Racing Festival
Schedule:

December 1-2: Round 2 IRL + F4 India|
Location: Madras International Circuit
December 3: Round 3 IRL| Location:
Madras International Circuit
December 5-6: Round 3 F4 India|
Location: Madras International Circuit
December 8-10: Round 4 [Night Race]
IRL + F4 India| Location: Chennai
Formula Racing Circuit
December 16-17: Round 5 F4 India|
Location:Madras International Circuit
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday set aside an
interim order passed by

the Punjab and Haryana High
Court staying the election pro-
ceedings of the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI).

A bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Pankaj Mithal said
that it failed to understand how
the entire process of election
could have been set at naught
by the High Court, adding that
the proper course would have
been to allow the election to be
conducted and make the elec-
tion subject to the outcome of
the pending writ petition.The
bench directed the returning
officer to proceed with the
elections of the Executive
Council of the WFI by publish-

ing a revised election pro-
gramme.

It clarified that the outcome
of the election will be subject
to the decision of the P&H
High Court in the pending pro-
ceedings. Earlier in October,
the Supreme Court had called
for the response of the Union
government and others on a
plea filed by the ad-hoc com-
mittee of WFI questioning the
interim stay order passed by

the High Court.The elections -
which were set to be held on
August 12 - were stayed by a
bench of Justice Vinod S,
Bhardwaj of the High Court just
one day before they were sup-
posed to be conducted.The
special leave petition stated
that the impugned HC order
has caused grave prejudice to
the WFI and the wrestling ath-
letes in India because the
United World Wrestling
(UWW) - the international gov-
erning body for wrestling - has
provisionally suspended its
recognition solely on the
ground of failure to complete
the elections within the stipu-
lated time period.The day to
day affairs of WFI are looked
after by the ad hoc committee
after the expiry of the term of its
Executive Council. 

SC gives green signal to Wrestling
Federation of India pollsKalaburagi|Agencies

It was 13th time lucky for Karnataka's
Manish Ganesh as he picked up his
first ATP points, thanks to the ongo-

ing ITF Kalaburagi Open where he won
his first round match against Yuichiro
Inui to enter the pre-quarterfinals at the
Chandrashekar Patil Stadium here on
Tuesday.

"I am so happy to secure my first ATP
points after a frustrating 12 attempts,"
said Manish with a chocked voice. "I
had got wildcards from KSLTA twice
before but this time I was determined to
go beyond. When I stepped on to the
court, I felt confident and after a few
games, it only grew which resulted in the
victory," said the Mysorean who
brushed aside his Japanese rival 6-1, 6-2
in mere 63 minutes.

"It is a boon for us to have the ITF
tournaments in our country where we
can pick up easy ATP points. And being
closer to our homes, it saves us a huge

cost of travel and accommodation and
additionally we get the support of the
home crowd," said the22-year-old who
began by earning a break in the very first
game. Yuichiro, who has had a career
best ranking of 862 on the ATP last year

could hold on to his serve once in the set
i.e. in the third game. Manish's move-
ment on the court was the key feature in
his victory and was successful in lobbing
the ball on many occasions whenever
Yuichiro attacked the net.

The thought of earning an ATP point
distracted the young Indian Army jawan
for a moment as he lost his serve in the
first game of the second set but soon
recovered to break his opponent's serve
in the very next game. With two more
breaks in the 6th and the 8th game,
Manish wrapped up the set and the
match.

In another interesting match of the
day, India's best junior Aryan Shah
impressed with his agility to pick up the
dropshots played by his opponent Adil
Kalyanpur and coming up with winners.
The 18-year-old entered the last 16 with
a 6-4, 6-3 win.

Earlier, the tournament was inaugu-
rated with much fanfare with Peter Vijay
Kumar, Tournament Director, Allam
Prabhu Patil, MLA Kalaburagi South,
Fouzia Taranum, Deputy
Commissioner and District Magistrate
Kalaburagi, Shashil Namoshi, MLC,
Thimmappa Kamaknur MLC amongst
others.

KARNATAKA'S MANISH EARNS FIRST ATP POINTS AT ITF KALABURAGI OPEN

I WOULD DEFINITELY LOVE TO
TRY THE SPORT, SAYS DAVID
WARNER ON PKL

Mumbai: Australia batter Steve
Smith was highly impressed with the
Kabaddi player Pawan Sehrawat and
stated "I like the guy" when he was
shown the highlights from the Pro
Kabaddi League tournament in the
midst of the ICC ODI World Cup
2023.

Meanwhile, South African batter
David Miller expressed, "This game
needs a lot of agility and power. I
would nominate Aiden Markram for
this sport."When asked whether he
would like to play the sport,
Australian opening batter David
Warner said, "I would definitely like to try the sport."
Furthermore, Warner, along with his teammates Steve Smith
and Pat Cummins, nominated Marcus Stoinis for
kabaddi.South African spin bowler Keshav Maharaj was too
impressed with Pawan Sherawat and stated, "I like his hi-fly, I
would love to learn from him if given chance".

The tenth season of the Pro Kabaddi League will begin on
December 2 2023 in Ahmedabad. Gujarat Giants are set to take
on Telugu Titans in the blockbuster opening match of the 
edition.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Australia skipper Pat Cummins has wel-
comed Cricket Australia's decision to pull
back World Cup-winning players ahead of

the third T20I against India saying, 'players need-
ed some time off the game'.

Seven members of the World Cup-winning
team stayed back in India for a five-match T20I
series against Indian side, led by Suryakumar
Yadav. Surprisingly India fielded only 3 players
from their World Cup squad. Suryakumar is lead-
ing the side in the T20I series while Ishan Kishan
and Prasidh Krishna are the other two players.

The T20I series began just 4 days after the
World Cup final in Ahmedabad. It was under-
standable that Australia rested most of their
World Cup stars for the series opener in
Visakhapatnam.

However, Australia on Tuesday confirmed
changes to the T20 squad ahead of the third T20I
match against India as Steve Smith, Adam
Zampa, Glenn Maxwell, Sean Abbott, Josh Inglis,

and Marcus Stonis set to head home.
"I don't (begrudge them). It's been a pretty

busy few months. These are still games for
Australia and it's great that these tours do provide
opportunities for some of the younger guys or
guys who might not be in the first XI. I think these
are important tours and you can get a lot out of
them," said Cummins as quoted by Fox Cricket.

"But they're humans. They're not robots.
Putting everything into a World Cup and then
playing a few days later," he added.

Wicket-keeper batter Josh Phillippe and Ben
McDermott have already joined the squad and
are available for the third T20. Ben Dwarshuis
and spinner Chris Green will join the squad in
Raipur ahead of the fourth match.

Australia are scheduled to play 10 T20 interna-
tionals (plus any warm-up matches yet to be
confirmed) before next year's T20 World Cup in
the USA and Caribbean.

Australia face a must-win game against India
on Tuesday to remain in the series as after slip-
ping to defeat in the opening two matches.

Cummins welcomes Cricket Australia's decision
to overhaul T20I squad against India



When Kajol mistakenly believed
Mani Ratnam call was a prank

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Filmmaker Karan Johar, who is back with the new
season of his chat show 'Koffee With Karan', recalled
a funny incident of the narration of 'Kuch Kuch Hota

Hai' with Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol, where the latter
thought someone was pranking her when she got a call

from Director Mani Ratnam.
Filmmaker Karan Johar, who is back with the new

season of his chat show 'Koffee With Karan', recalled a
funny incident of the narration of 'Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai' with Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol, where the latter
thought someone was pranking her when she got a call

from Director Mani Ratnam.
In the upcoming episode, Kajol and Rani Mukerji will

grace the controversial couch of the show.
During the conversation, Karan shared: "I still remem-

ber the day I narrated the film to SRK and Kajol. We were
at SRK's old house at Amrit Apartments. We were sitting
in his room which is right next to the terrace."

"You were crying, SRK was looking at you thinking
you lost the plot. I was crying while narrating the

film, you were crying while hearing and he was
just thinking that both of us were mad,"

said Karan.
The flmmaker added: "And at that

point of time, I remember you got a
call, in the mid of this from Mani

Ratnam to whom you said 'Who?'
He said I am Mani Ratnam speak-

ing and you were like 'Yeah, and I
am Tom Cruise', and put the

phone down."
"Mani Ratnam had

called her for 'Dil Se'. She
didn't believe it was

Mani Ratnam and she
thought someone was
playing a prank," con-
cluded Karan.
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Ruhi Singh
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Director-producer Karan Johar, who hosts the popular
streaming show 'Koffee With Karan', recollected
how he managed to attend actress Rani Mukerji and

filmmaker-producer Aditya Chopra's destination wedding
when KJo's own film was about to release in theatres.

Karan also revealed that Adi and Rani got hitched in
Manchester.

The upcoming episode of the show will see Bollywood
stars Rani Mukerji and Kajol gracing the controversial
couch.

The two ladies, who are also cousins, shared the screen
in KJo's directorial debut 'Kuch Kuch Hota Hai', and have a
lot to discuss with the show host during the episode.

Talking to the ladies, Karan recollected how he attended
Rani and Aditya's wedding when his own production '2
States' starring Alia Bhatt and Arjun Kapoor in the lead was
about to release.

Destination weddings are in trend now, but Karan
revealed the OG couple who were the first to do it in B-
town.

Talking about this, Karan said: "Kajol, you actually knew
Adi way before even Rani did. He is my best friend in the
whole world. We have to talk about the fact when Rani and
Adi got married. It was a destination wedding, actually they
began the destination wedding of movie stars if nobody
knows it. I don't even want to say where it was because I
think he will still fire me like decades later.

He further mentioned, "He literally threatens me that if I
ever put a photograph of his and mine that we take every
Diwali. But like, he told me, 'Meri shaadi ho rahi hai, there
are 18 people attending. If word gets out of this wedding, it
will be you. The only person who will open his mouth is
you, if I see there is a mention of this wedding in any publi-
cation at that time newspapers were still dominating'. I was
so hyper and hysterical."

"I had to lie to my mother, we had a release, it was April
2014, I will never forget it, '2 States' was releasing. I had to
abandon my movie release, tell everybody I have an event
in Manchester, for some reason made it up. But everyone
was like 'On release weekend, why are you going to
Manchester?' I was like, 'I have to go, I have to go," KJo
added.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Acclaimed Hollywood
actor-producer Michael
Douglas was conferred
with the Satyajit Ray
Lifetime Achievement

Award during the closing ceremo-
ny of 54th International Film
Festival of India (IFFI), here on
Tuesday.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and Michael Douglas's
wife and award-winning actress
Catherine Zeta Jones were present
on the occasion, among others.

After receiving the award,
Douglas termed Satyajit Ray as a
world-class filmmaker.

"Cinema is one of the few medi-
ums that have the power to unite
and transform us. Today, the glob-
al language of cinema is more

meaningful than ever. IFFI is a
reminder of magic of filmmaking
and cross-cultural artistic expres-
sions, transcending time, language
and geographies," he said.

In his distinguished career
spanning over six decades,
Douglas has been nominated for
two Oscars and won both of them
-- as producer of the Best Picture
winner 'One Flew Over the
Cuckoo's Nest' (1975), and as Best
Actor for 'Wall Street' (1988).

Douglas also expressed his
admiration for Indian cinema, say-
ing 'RRR', 'Om Shanti Om' and
'The Lunchbox' are among his
favourite Indian films.

Highlighting the role of movies
in uniting the world, Douglas said
that films share the same language
and bring us closer together.

"The audience from all around

the world can understand what is
going on in movies. Movies create
this international connection. This
is the magic, beauty and joy of this
industry and that's why I love this
business very much," he said.

He also said that it is a tremen-
dous honour to receive the Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achievement Award
in Goa.

In a recollection of his college
days, he candidly shared that he
had studied the works of Satyajit
Ray like 'Pather Panchali' and
'Charulata' in his film course and
getting an award named after him
is truly special.

"Ray's pictures were so interest-
ing... they portrayed reality. The
greatness of Ray is that he was not
only a director, but also a writer,
film editor, musician, and all at the
same time," he reminisced.

IFFI 2023

Michael Douglas conferred with Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achievement Award

KJo recollects how he
attended Rani
Mukerji, Aditya
Chopra's 
wedding during
release of '2 States'
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Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, who
is the host of the

quiz based reality show
'Kaun Banega Crorepati
15', was left amazed by a
13-year-old contestant,
after hearing his business idea,
and said India's future is becom-
ing bright.

In the episode 76 of the
knowledge based show, host Big
B welcomed Namish Chopra, an
eighth grade student, from
Hyderabad, Telangana to the hot
seat.Reading Namish's report
card, Amitabh said: "Ambition -
I want to be a successful busi-
nessman.' You think this way at
just 13 years of age. I couldn't
even tie my shoelaces when I
was 13 years old. How could
you...? What business do you
plan to do?"

The little boy went on to say,
"Sir, my business idea is to have
a shoe company. The name of
the company would be 'Boot
Ace'. For me, Ace stands for the
three addressable markets for
my company or my business."

"The first one is the armed
forces. Many soldiers in the
armed forces face the problem
of unbearable leg, knee and
back pain as they have to carry
heavy boots. They keep walking
wearing those boots and fre-
quent different places which
worsens their condition. So my
company has thought of an idea.
We should find a solution for
them. We must make shoes for
them which are durable, com-
forting and long-lasting and it
solves their problems," shared
Namish.

The contestant further said:
"The army protects the common
people of their country. So my
second addressable market is
the common man. We may take
the example of our farmers.
They work in fields and they
face similar problems. Their
legs, knees and back pain. I have
the same idea for them as well.
We must make comforting shoes
for them which are long-lasting
and durable."

"The next market is the elite
class. The elite class includes
businessmen and Gen Z. They
want to customise their shoes
and make their shoes more
comfortable. So my idea is in
case they buy shoes from my
company, they could change the
colour of their shoes via an app
or via Al," shared Namish.

The contestant said: "This was
one of the reasons for coming to
KBC. I want to use the winning
amount for my education and to
fund my business."

Listening to the business plan
of the young boy, the 81-year-
old actor was left speechless,
and said: "We are proud of you.
You are the upcoming genera-
tion of India. India's future is
becoming bright."

The contestant further added:
"Sir, I want to tell you some-
thing. All of us know your birth-
day is on October 11. My birth-
day is also on October 11."

Amitabh marvels at 13 yr old's business
idea: 'India's future is bright'

ALIA BHATT'S B'DAY WISH FOR 

SISTER SHAHEEN IS A 'LOVING' POEM

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Alia Bhatt showered birthday love on her elder sister
Shaheen, by jotting down a sweet poem for her, calling her the
'sunshine' of her life.

Alia and Shaheen are daughters of filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt, and
actress Soni Razdan. Taking to Instagram, Alia dropped a string of
unseen pictures with her sister, which includes one childhood photo
of the siblings.Along with the photos, the 'Raazi' actress wrote: "you
are joy ... you are light... may we every now and then have a fight... you
are sunshine, you are breeze.. please please always take care of your
kneesI am not a writer.. I am not a poet.. I'm just your loving sister and
I'm sure you know it happy birthday my sweetie".

Dia Mirza commented on the post and wrote: "Happy birthday
Shaheen".Shaheen also took to Instagram and dropped pictures with
Alia, her parents, Ranbir Kapoor, Pooja Bhatt etc. She also gave a
glimpse of Alia's daughter Raha's cute little pink chair.

She captioned the post as: "Hash. Tag. Blesssssseddd".
Meanwhile, on the work front, Alia has 'Jigra' in the pipeline.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Film-maker and actor
Rishab Shetty on Tuesday
said that being nominat-

ed for the Golden Peacock
Award is a proud moment for
the 'Kantara' team.

He was interacting with
the media on the sidelines of
the 54th International Film
festival of India (IFFI) in
Goa.

Representing the vibrant
and dynamic Kannada film
industry, his widely cele-
brated feature Kantara, of
which he is the director, actor
and writer, is one of the three
Indian films to make it to this
year's list of 15 exceptional
films competing for the presti-
gious Golden Peacock award
at IFFI 54.

'Kantara' is a 150 mins long
Kannada masterpiece that has
taken the audiences and critics
by storm ever since its release last year. A spell-binding tribute to culture and folklore, Kantara weaves magic as it por-
trays the complex and dynamic conflict between man and nature, through the magical medium of dance and emo-
tion."The audience connected with Kantara because it is a story rooted in the culture of Bharat," said Shetty.

"The audience took the film to where it is today, truly making it their own," he further added.
"I belong to this tradition, I believe in this ritual and I worship this God. We took care that we do not hurt anybody's

emotion and made sure that there was no damage to the culture or community," he elaborated.
Speaking about Kannada cinema, Rishab Shetty spoke about the OTT challenge where platforms are still apprehen-

sive about Kannada audiences and are not open to Kannada films yet, causing critical losses in the industry.
"Cinema has given us so much, we must give back to Kannada cinema," asserted Shetty.
He firmly believes that content in Indian cinema today has truly gone global."At present, there is a revolution under-

way-good content is widely accepted overcoming the language barriers," Shetty expressed.

IFFI 2023: GOLDEN PEACOCK NOMINATION
PROUD MOMENT FOR 'KANTARA' TEAM,
SAYS RISHAB SHETTY
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