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The BJP looks all set to form
the government in Gujarat for
a record seventh time, accord-

ing a slew of exit polls released on
Thursday.

In Himachal Pradesh, though,
the exit polls have predicted a tight
contest between incumbent BJP
and opposition Congress, with the
former holding slight edge.

The NewsX-Jan Ki Baat exit poll
has projected BJP to sweep the
Gujarat Assembly elections by win-
ning 117-140 seats in the 182-mem-
ber state Assembly, while Congress
is expected to win 34-51 seats, fol-
lowed by AAP with 6-13 seats.

Republic TV-P Marq too has sug-
gested a sweep for BJP by predict-
ing it to win 128-148 seats in
Gujarat, while the Congress may get
around 30-42 seats, followed by
AAP with 2-10 seats.

TV-9 Gujarati has also projected
125-130 seats for the BJP in Gujarat,
while the Congress is lilely to win
40-50 seats. AAP is likely to bag 5
seats.

Going by the exit poll predictions
for Gujarat, Congress is set to come
down considerably from its current
tally of 80 seats, while the BJP looks
set to cruise past the majority mark
of 92 seats.

In the 68-member Himachal
Assembly where the majority mark
is 35, Aaj Tak has predicted 26-31
seats for the Congress, the BJP is
projected to win 24-34 seats.

India TV-Matrize has projected

Congress to win 26-31 seats in the
hill state, while the BJP too is likely
to bag 26-31 seats.

The NewsX-Jan Ki Baat exit poll
has predicted Congress to win 27-
34 seats in Himachal Pradesh,
while the BJP is tipped to win
between 27 and 34 seats. The
Republic TV-P Marq exit poll has
predicted identical projections of
28-33 seats for both the parties,
suggesting that AAP may open its
account in Himachal with a solitary
seat. Times Now-ETG too has pre-
dicted both Congress and BJP to
win around 24-32 seats in
Himachal Pradesh.

Zee News-BARC has also predict-
ed both the main parties to win
between 20 and 25 seats each,
while AAP may win around 3 seats.

Exit polls

Hyderabad|Agencies

BJP national general
secretary (organisa-
tion) B.L. Santhosh

and Kerala-based doctor
Jaggu Swamy whose name
figured in the MLA poach-
ing case in Telangana,
received relief on Monday
after the High Court granted
a stay on the notice issued
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the mat-
ter.

The High Court issued
stay on notices issued to
Santhosh and Jaggu Swamy

till December 13.
The court restrained the

SIT from taking any action
with regard to the notices
issued to the duo.

The stay was issued by the
court while hearing quash
petitions filed by the peti-
tioners.

Santhosh filed a quash
petition challenging the 2nd
41 A CrPC notice dated
November 23, issued to him
by SIT police in the MLA
poaching case.

The court had earlier
stayed notice issued to sen-
ior BJP leader till December
5.

MLAs' poaching case: T'gana HC
extends stay on notice to Santhosh
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The Common Service Centre (CSC), a special
purpose vehicle under the Electronics and IT
Ministry, on Monday announced that it

would open 500 cinema halls in rural areas by
March 2023.

CSC e-Governance Services India Limited has
partnered with October Cinemas to take the enter-
tainment through CSC rural cinema to rural areas.

The partnership is aimed at opening nearly one
lakh small movie theatres in rural areas. By the end
of 2023, around 1,500 cinema halls will be opera-
tional across India. These cinema halls with a seat-
ing capacity of nearly 100-200 people will also act
as a hub of various CSC activities in rural areas.

Commenting on the new initiative, CSC
Managing Director (MD) Sanjay Kumar Rakesh,
said, "The concept of cinema halls in villages is still
new. The aim is to start small cinema halls with
around 100 seats. CSC cinema halls will open new
avenues for our VLEs (Village level Entrepreneur).

Entertainment sector is booming in India and our
VLEs will help in the growth of the sector in rural
and semi-urban areas. CSC cinema halls, which
will also work as a commercial hub, will make our
services more accessible to the people in rural
areas."The official added that the venture will have
features to control piracy of films.

"We will provide all hardware and software
equipment to VLEs who run the CSC. An invest-
ment of around Rs 15 lakh is needed to run these
cinema halls which will have video parlour cinema
licence." "We have already got over 5,000 expres-

sions of interest requests from VLEs. We hope to
make around 10,000 cinema halls operational in
rural areas by the end of 2024," said Punit Desai,
MD, October Cinemas.

Sanjay Kumar Rakesh, who was speaking at a
workshop on "Emerging Opportunities for VLEs
through CSCs", said CSC was promoting adoption
of electric vehicles across India, particularly in rural
areas through its CSC rural e-mobility programme.

"Our aim is to improve issues of mobility in vil-
lages. Mobility creates opportunities for develop-
ment and growth, generating jobs and facilitating
trade. It also enhances rural India's competitive-
ness by improving connectivity across local and
national areas. Our plan is to scale up our rural e-
mobility programme by offering a range of electric
vehicles to citizens in rural areas of the country.
This will not only provide a clean source of energy,
but also boost productivity and employment in
rural areas. We are focusing on twin targets, mobili-
ty, and renewable energy, both are critical for the
rural economy," CSC MD added.

Common Service Centre to open 500
theatres in rural areas by Mar 2023

LALU PRASAD'S KIDNEY
TRANSPLANT SUCCESSFUL
IN SINGAPORE: TEJASHWI

Patna: Doctors in Singapore successfully trans-
planted the kidney of former Bihar Chief Minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav on Monday, his son and Bihar's
Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav said.

Lalu Prasad was admitted in the Mount
Elizabeth hospital in Singapore for the transplant.
His daughter Rohini Acharya has donated the kid-
ney.

Following the successful transplant, Tejashwi
released a video from his official Twitter account
and said that his father Lalu Prasad and sister
Rohini were fine after the operation.

"My father and sister were shifted to ICU from
the operation theatre after successful kidney
transplant. Both of them are healthy and interact-
ed with us. Thanks for the blessings by everyone,"
Tejashwi added.

Tejashwi's sister and second eldest daughter of
Lalu Prasad, is currently living with her husband
and children in Singapore. When Lalu Prasad was
suffering from severe infection in both the kid-
neys, Rohini decided to donate her kidney.

The doctors in Singapore conducted the health
check-up of both donor and recipient, and agreed
to the transplant. The doctors observed no com-
plication as the donor and the recipient were from
one family.Meanwhile, the supporters of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) organised a 'havan' at
several places in Bihar. Lalu Prasad's elder son Tej
Pratap Yadav also organised a 'havan' at his resi-
dence in Patna. RJD MLC Qari Suhaib offered a
'chadar' in the 'Mazaar' located at the Patna high
court.

BJP PROJECTED TO SWEEP GUJARAT;
TIGHT CONTEST IN HIMACHAL

New Delhi: The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is all set to sweep the civic polls held in Delhi on December 4, and end
BJP's 15-year stronghold in the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), as per the exit poll findings of different agen-
cies released on Monday.

According to India Today-Axis My India survey, in the 250-ward MCD, the AAP is projected to win 149-171 wards,
followed BJP at 69-91, Congress at 3-7, while others may get 5-9 seats.

In Chandani Chowk, which has 30 wards, 20 may go to AAP while BJP is projected to win 10 wards.
In East Delhi, where there are 36 wards, AAP may win 22, followed by BJP at 14.Out of the 25 wards in New Delhi,

AAP may win 21 followed by BJP at 4.The exit poll further predicted that of the 41 wards in North-East district, 21 will
go to BJP, followed by AAP at 17, Congress at 2, while 1 ward will go to others.As per the India Today exit poll, AAP is
set to get 43 per cent of vote share while 35 per cent votes will go the BJP. Congress will finish a distant third with 10
per cent vote share.India News-Jan Ki Baat exit poll gave AAP 159-175 wards, while the BJP is projected to win 70-92
wards.The Times Now exit poll predicted AAP winning between 146 and 156 wards, followed by BJP at 84-94 wards.
The exit poll projected Congress to win just 11 wards.The Zee News-BARC exit poll projected AAP to get 134-146
wards, while 82-94 wards will be won by the BJP. Congress is likely to win 8-14 wards while others will win 14-19
wards.The MCD elections held on Sunday had witnessed a low voter turnout of 50 per cent. The results will be
declared on December 7.The BJP has been in power in the MCD since 2007.

AAP looks poised to sweep MCD polls

Bengaluru|Agencies

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai said on Monday that the
Shivamogga police have already initi-

ated action against those who have put up
the posters of 'Join PFI' in the district, and
stern action will be taken against the culprits
involved.

Talking to reporters in Bengaluru,
Bommai added that after the ban, frustrated
PFI activists indulged in making graffiti.

"It will be condemned in the strongest
words. It is not correct on their (PFI
activists) part to do this to create confusion
in the society."The Chief Minister said it is
not the right time for the Maharashtra
Ministers to visit Belagavi in this situation
and this has been already conveyed in writ-
ing to their government."Everybody knows
that anyone can move freely anywhere but
in the interest of maintaining law and order,

instructions are given to police and revenue
officials to take the suitable legal action."

"It is not the right move. The state of
Maharashtra has filed a petition in the
Supreme Court even though the border row
has been solved long ago. Both the states are
fighting legal battles. The people of
Karnataka and Maharashtra are living cor-
dially. I will appeal to my Maharashtra
counterpart that none must try to disturb
the law and order situation in Karnataka,"
Bommai added.

'Join PFI' posters: K'taka CM
vows action against guilty

IMD ISSUES RED
ALERT FOR 13 TN
DISTRICTS ON DEC 8

Chennai: The Regional
Meteorological Centre
(RMC) of the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Monday issued a
red alert for 13 districts of
Tamil Nadu on December 8.

This warning comes fol-
lowing the possibility of
heavy rains in these dis-
tricts.The districts that were
issued red alert are
Villupuram, Chengalpattu,
Cuddalore, Kanchipuram,
Thiruvallur, Ariyalur,
Perambalur, Chennai,
Kallakurichi, Mayiladuthurai,
Thanjavur, Thiruvarur and
Nagapattinam districts of
Tamil Nadu.The weather
department predicted heavy
rains following a low-pres-
sure depression that is being
formed over the Southeast
Bay of Bengal.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Afour-storey building col-
lapsed in North Delhi's
Shastri Nagar area on

Monday morning, an official
said.

The police said that no one
was residing in the building,
so there was no loss of life or
injury in the incident.

According to Sagar Singh
Kalsi, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (North), at around
8:45 a.m. on Monday, a PCR
call was received regarding the
building collapse at Shastri

Nagar, following which an
Emergency Response Vehicle
(ERV) was dispatched to the
spot. The collapsed structure
was a four-storey building
owned by Balraj Arora. It had
developed cracks in May 2022
and was thus vacated. "The
matter was brought to the
notice of the civic agencies for
taking necessary action on
May 26 following which a jun-
ior engineer of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
was called to inspect the spot,"
said Kalsi.

Vacant four-storey building
collapses in Delhi, no injuries

Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh)|Agencies

Thousands of people participated in
'Seema Garjana' (Roar of
Rayalaseema) in Kurnool district of

Andhra Pradesh in support of the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) government's plan
to build three state capitals.

After 'Visakha Garjana' last month, the
supporters of three capitals organised a
massive public meeting addressed by some
state ministers and leaders of the ruling
party.

People from different parts of
Rayalaseema region attended the 'Seema
Garjana' organised by the Joint Action
Committee comprising groups supporting
decentralisation.

Ministers Amjad Basha, Buggana
Rajendranath, P. Ramachandra Reddy,

Gummanuru Jayaram, YSRCP MLAs, MLCs
and other public representatives attended
the meeting.

Organisers claimed that more than a lakh
people attended the public meeting to back
the state government's move for decentrali-
sation of development with three state capi-
tals.Minister of Finance and Planning,
Buggana Rajendranath wanted Leader of
Opposition and Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
President N. Chandrababu Naidu to clarify
whether he was in favour of setting up
Andhra Pradesh High Court in Kurnool or
not.

The Minister announced that the high
court will be built on Jagannath hillock in
the city so that it can be visible from a dis-
tance of 10 km around the city.

He said the movement to achieve the
high court will continue in the interest of

the future of youth, farmers and the entire
region.

Minister for Energy, Forest and
Environment, Ramachandra Reddy said
only the YSRCP government can develop
Kurnool as the judicial capital. He warned
that if Chandrababu Naidu returns to
power, he will again try to build Amaravati
as the only state capital.

The Minister clarified that Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy never opposed
development of Amaravati as the capital
but he wants it to be one of the three state
capitals."The proposal is to do justice to all
three regions," he said.

He told the people that the YSRCP gov-
ernment wants to develop Visakhapatnam
as the administrative capital, Kurnool as the
judicial capital and Amaravati as the legisla-
tive capital.

Thousands attend Kurnool meet in
support of three Andhra capitals

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Monday
declined to entertain a plea, which
sought the removal of alleged wrong

historical facts in connection with the Taj
Mahal's construction from the history
books.

A bench of Justices M.R. Shah and C.T.
Ravikumar told the petitioner that the PILs
are not meant for a fishing enquiry. "We
are not here to reopen history. Let history
continue. 

The writ petition is dismissed as with-
drawn," said the bench, asking the peti-
tioner to make a representation before the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

The apex court made these observations
while hearing a plea filed by Surjit Singh
Yadav. The petitioner had moved the
Supreme Court seeking direction to the

Centre to remove the alleged wrong his-
torical facts, from history books and text-
books, in connection with the construc-
tion of the Taj Mahal. The petitioner also
sought directions to the ASI to conduct an
inquiry to determine the age of the 17th
century monument, which is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

Clarifying that it has not expressed any-
thing on the merits, the top court said,
"The petitioner is granted liberty to make
representation to the ASI."

The plea contended that it is extremely
strange why all the court chroniclers of
Shah Jahan have not mentioned the name
of the architect of this magnificent mau-
soleum. The plea argued that this quite
clearly indicates that the mansion of Raja
Man Singh was not demolished but only
modified and renovated to create the cur-
rent look of the Taj Mahal.

SC REFUSES PLEA FOR REMOVING WRONG HISTORICAL FACTS ON TAJ MAHAL 
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The 701-km Mumbai-Nagpur
Samruddhi Mahamarg express-
way will be a gamechanger that

can transform Maharashtra, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
said after driving on the Nagpur-
Shirdi stretch and inspecting the work
along with Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the 520-km phase-1
stretch between Nagpur and Shirdi
on December 11.

Additional principal secretary of
the finance department Manoj
Saunik, Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation (MSRDC)
managing director Radheshyam
Mopalwar and other officers accom-
panied the chief minister and his
deputy. Shinde was given a warm
reception at Nagpur Airport and Zero
Point by MP Krupal Tumane and oth-
ers, followed by a similar welcome at
Wirul Toll Plaza in Wardha district,
where district collector Rahul Kardile

and DSP Nurul Hasan welcomed the
contingent.MP Prataprao Jadhav,
MLAs Akash Funbdkar and Sanjay
Raimulkar greeted the CM and the
deputy CM at Mehkar interchange in
the Buldana district. Shinde and
Fadanvis offered tributes to portraits
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and
the late Balasaheb Thackeray. An 89-

km stretch of Samruddhi Mahamarg
traverses through Mehkar, Sindkhed
Raja, and Deulgaon Raja talukas of
the Buldana district.

Another stretch of 42 km passes
through the Jalna and Badnapur
talukas of the Jalna district. Union
Minister of State for Railways
Raosaheb Danve welcomed Shinde

and Fadnavis when they reached
Jamwadi in Jalna. MLA Narayan
Kuche, former minister of state
Arjunrao Khotkar and senior officers
were present.

A 54-km stretch of Samruddhi
Mahamarg passes through the
Aurangabad district. The trial run was
welcomed by guardian minister
Sandipan Bhumre, Cooperative
Minister Atul Save, MLA Haribhau
Bagade and others. 

The inspection tour reached Shirdi
at 5 pm where it was received by
Revenue Minister Radhakrishna
Vikhe Patil, MP Dr Sujay Vikhe Patil,
MP Sadashivrao Lokhande, and oth-
ers. Once the entire 701-km stretch of
the highway is operational, it is
expected to boost development
opportunities in the Marathwada and
Vidarbha regions, which are drought-
prone areas. The remaining 181-km
stretch under phase 2 of the project,
between Shirdi and Mumbai, will end
in Thane's Vadpe area in the
Bhiwandi district, and will be ready
by 2024, officials said.

SAMRUDDHI MAHAMARG WILL BE A GAMECHANGER
THAT CAN TRANSFORM MAHARASHTRA: FADNAVIS Team Absolute|Mumbai

Aaditya Thackeray will
face his first test since
the Shiv Sena split, at

the start of next year as Yuva
Sena head. This is because
the Mumbai University sen-
ate poll will be held in
January or February. The
Yuva Sena has always domi-
nated this election. It is
learnt that former Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
has himself started preparing
for it.

The Mumbai University
has started the registration of
new graduate voters and old
voters are being re-regis-
tered. This will continue till
December. There were
around 65,000 voters in the
last election which was held
in 2018. According to
sources, for this election,
Uddhav Thackeray held a
meeting of former corpora-
tors at his residence
Matoshree. Sources claim he
has asked them to work for
the senate election and regis-

tration of voters. Meetings of
party office-bearers from
each vibhag were also held.
Arvind Bhosle, spokesperson
for the Thackeray-led party
confirmed there was a meet-
ing on Friday regarding the
Senate election. 

A former corporator who
was present at the meeting
said that the responsibility of
registering graduate voters
has been specially entrusted
to the corporators and
shakha pramukhs of the
party. "They have good con-
tacts in their ward. So they

were entrusted with this
responsibility. The party
chief has also asked other
office-bearers to contribute
their time for this work," he
said. After the split in the
party, the Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena got a big setback in
Thane. However, party lead-
ers claim they are supported
by voters there. "Even if there
is less voting from Thane, it
will be compensated from
Mumbai as well as other dis-
tricts like Palghar, Raigad,
Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg,"
said a party office-bearer.

Mumbai University senate polls:
Aaditya's first big solo test

Pune|Agencies

The Maharashtra Police
in Pune have launched
a probe into a com-

plaint filed by a Haryana stu-
dent, alleging her roommates
extorted, stripped, threat-
ened, blackmailed and
molested her, police said
here on Monday.

The incident occurred on
October 17 when two female
students of a college in
Wagholi accused the girl of
theft of a gold chain and a
laptop, which she outrightly
denied.

Later, the two girls called
three male students to con-
front the victim and they
allegedly forced her to strip
fully and subjected her to a
physical check at their rented

flat in Wagholi.
The five friends, including

two other women -- all hail-
ing from different states --
allegedly checked the victim
in person, her luggage and
other belongings, and all the
while they filmed the entire
incident on their mobile
phones despite her objec-
tions.The victim has claimed
that they forced her to pay
them Rs 50,000 in an online
transfer besides Rs 30,000 in
cash and grabbing her other

personal stuff like a mobile
and laptop in return for not
lodging a police complaint,
and blackmailed her with the
video of that incident.

The victim paid up and
then returned to her native
state where she filed a com-
plaint with the local police
which forwarded it to Pune
Police's Lonikand police sta-
tion recently for a more
detailed probe.

"The victim and the others
are classmates in the same
college in Wagholi. We have
launched a preliminary
enquiry into the alleged inci-
dents. We have also request-
ed the victim to come and
record her detailed statement
to enable the police to take
further action in the case," a
police officer said.

Police probe stripping, extortion
of Haryana girl by classmates

Team Absolute|Hubballi (Karnataka)

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai warned on Monday
that his government will not

hesitate to take appropriate action if
the ministers from Maharashtra try to
enter Karnataka under present cir-
cumstances.

Speaking to the reporters, CM
Bommai said, "If at all the Ministers
from Maharashtra try to enter the
state, the concerned officers have
been given a direction to initiate suit-
able legal action."

"The same action, which had been
taken earlier, would be taken this
time also," he stated. CM Bommai
further stated that it has been clearly
told in writing that under the existing
circumstances the visit of ministers
from Maharashtra was not appropri-
ate. It has also been communicated to
them that their visit would create a
law and order situation in the state,

he added.
"In spite of this, their (Maharashtra

ministers) decision to visit Karnataka
is not in good taste... In this situation,
the visit of Maharashtra ministers is
an act of provocation. Further, it will

amount to fomenting the emotions of
people," CM Bommai stated.

"I will speak to the Chief Minister
of Maharashtra in this regard," he
stated.

"The border dispute with the state

of Maharashtra is a closed chapter for
Karnataka... There is harmony
between the people of Karnataka and
Maharashtra. At the same time the
border dispute also exists.
Maharashtra has approached the
Supreme Court, racking up the bor-
der dispute," he said.

The coordinating ministers
appointed by the coalition govern-
ment of the BJP and Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra -- Chandrakanth Patil
and Shambhuraj Desai -- have
announced that they will visit
Belagavi on December 6. Kannada
organisations have warned the ruling
BJP government in Karnataka that if
the system failed to prevent their visit,
they will stop the ministers and hold
the government responsible for the
consequences. The Karnataka
Congress has said that the high-
drama was being created by the rul-
ing BJP government to take mileage
in the upcoming Assembly elections.

Border dispute

LEGAL ACTION IF MAHA MINISTERS TRY TO ENTER K'TAKA, SAYS CM BOMMAI

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Bombay High Court
today extended till
January 25, 2023 the

relief granted to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi from
appearance before a local
court in a defamation com-
plaint pertaining to his
alleged remarks against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

A single bench of Justice
Amit Borkar adjourned hear-
ing till January 20, 2023 on
the plea filed by Gandhi
challenging the summons
issued to him by the local
court.

"The interim relief granted
earlier shall continue till
January 25, 2023," Justice
Borkar said.

Rahul's advocate Sudeep
Pasbola told the court this is

a case where a person is
claiming to be defamed by
alleged comments made on
the prime minister. Justice
Borkar said the court would
hear the matter on January
20.

The local court had direct-
ed Rahul to appear before it
in a defamation complaint
filed by one Mahesh

Shrishrimal, claiming to be a
BJP party worker.

The complaint had been
filed for Rahul's "command-
er-in-thief" remark against
Prime Minister Modi in 2018
over the Rafale fighter jet
deal. Gandhi later
approached the high court
challenging the summons
issued to him.

Bombay court extends relief to Rahul
Gandhi from appearance till Jan 25

THREE ARRESTED AT AIRPORT
FOR CONCEALING GOLD IN
UNDERGARMENTS

Mumbai: Customs officials at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in Mumbai
arrested three people for concealing
gold in specially designed undergar-
ments. According to information, the
incident took place on the interven-
ing night of December 2 and 3.

"Three passengers were placed
under arrest for carrying 1,872 grams
gold dust concealed in specially
designed undergarments whereas
2,840 grams was recovered during
rummaging the flight's toilet," a
Customs official said. The gold was
seized under section 110 of the
Customs Act.The accused have been
remanded them to 14 days of judicial
custody.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole on
Monday accused the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of a
'deliberate conspiracy' to defame
the legendary Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in the past few weeks, and
wondered why the government is
not taking action in the matter.

"The repeated slurs on
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj are not
inadvertent, but a conscious strate-
gy that is going on in a serialised
manner," Patole said, referring to
the recent spate of controversial
remarks on the great Maratha war-
rior king.

First, the state Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari started it by compar-
ing the Chhatrapati with Nitin
Gadkari and then BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi made disparag-

ing claims on the Maratha legend,
said Patole

Soon after, Tourism Minister M.P.
Lodha stepped into the picture by
comparing the Chhatrapati's escape
from Agra Fort (1666) with the
rebellion against Shiv Sena led by
Eknath Shinde (2022) and he later
became the Chief Minister in June
this year."And now, BJP legislator
Prasad Lad has made a new discov-
ery that the Chhatrapati was born in
Konkan Besides, a video of Union
Minister Raosaheb Danve has also

surfaced on social media where he
refers to the Chhatrapati in a disre-
spectful manner," said Patole.

"There is a common threat linking
all these insults to the Chhatrapati
and it is the BJP leaders who don't
feel anything wrong by defaming
and degrading such great historical
personalities," slammed Patole.

When such utterances are being
made openly in different fora, it was
expected that it would be con-
demned in the strongest words fol-
lowed by action, but instead, the BJP
has gone and defended such perpe-
trators, he pointed out.

"The BJP should remember that
the people of Maharashtra will
never tolerate such insults to the
idols like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, Mahatma Jyotirao and
Savitribai Phule. The masses will
show the BJP its true place," he
declared.

BJP's 'conspiracy' to defame idols
like Chhatrapati: Maha Cong

COP HELD FOR TAKING RS
35,000 BRIBE IN THANE

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Monday arrested a police-
man for allegedly accepting a bribe
of Rs 35,000 in Maharashtra's Thane
district, an official said. Based on a
complaint, the Thane unit of the ACB
laid a trap and arrested an assistant
police inspector (API) of Mumbra
police station while accepting the
bribe amount, he said.

The accused policeman had
allegedly demanded Rs 80,000 from a
man against whom the police had
registered offences under sections
498A (harassment of woman), and
other relevant provisions of the IPC,
the official said. The API had sought
the bribe for not taking action against
the complainant under the Dowry
Act and IT Act, he said. After negotia-
tions, the accused settled for Rs
35,000, following which the com-
plainant approached the ACB, the
official said, adding that a case under
the Prevention of Corruption Act has
been registered.

Adivision bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice Abhay

Ahuja was hearing a public
interest litigation (PIL)
claiming that the Mahim

Nature Park, which is a pro-
tected forest, has been
unlawfully included in the
redevelopment of Dharavi,
Asia's largest slum. The PIL
filed by NGO Vanshakti and
environmental activist Zory
Bathena stated that it wants
to ensure that the park,
admeasuring 27 acres, is not
unlawfully covered under the
proposed Dharavi redevelop-
ment project.

The petitioners had earlier
written to the project author-
ity seeking a clarification on
whether the park was includ-
ed within the Dharavi noti-
fied area, when it should
have been entirely deleted
from the project documents.

Senior counsel Milind
Sathe, appearing for the proj-
ect authority, told the court
on Monday that it has
already clarified to the peti-
tioners that the Mahim
Nature Park was not includ-
ed in the redevelopment
project.

But the authority was,
however, silent on whether
the park would be shown in
the category of "excluded
area" in the tender docu-
ments.

FOUR HELD WITH
AMBERGRIS
WORTH RS 70
LAKH IN PALGHAR
DISTRICT

Mumbai: Four persons
were arrested with
Ambergris (whale vomit)
worth Rs 70 lakh in
Nalasopara area in
Palghar district of
Maharashtra, police said
on Monday. A crime
branch team raided a
hotel on Sunday on a tip-
off and seized 788 gm
Ambergris from the pos-
session of the four, an offi-
cial said.

The sale of Ambergris,
which is used to make
perfumes, is prohibited by
law, as the whale is an
endangered species that is
protected under the
Wildlife Protection Act
(WPA).A case has been
registered under the WPA
by the Mira Bhayandar
Vasai Virar Police
Commissionarate (MBVV)
police.

HC seeks Govt, SRA's reply on PIL against inclusion
of Nature Park in Dharavi redevelopment project

THE BOMBAY
HIGH COURT ON
MONDAY
DIRECTED THE
MAHARASHTRA
GOVERNMENT
AND SLUM
REHABILITATION
AUTHORITY
(SRA) TO FILE
AFFIDAVITS IN
RESPONSE TO A
PETITION CHAL-
LENGING THE
INCLUSION OF
THE MAHIM
NATURE PARK IN
THE DHARAVI
REDEVELOP-
MENT PROJECT.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The BEST expects to
earn carbon credits
worth Rs 5,000 crore

once its fleet of 10,000
electric buses hit the
streets of Mumbai. The
undertaking, which ferries
about 35 lakh bus passen-
gers per day and supplies
power to 10.8 lakh con-
sumers, plans to roll out
the entire fleet in the next
three years. "We will be
launching electric double-
deckers starting January
and more and more elec-
tric single-decker buses
will also begin joining the
fleet soon. They will be
charged at bus depots,
enabling the undertaking
to cut down on fuel
expenses. The aim is to
have green-energy buses,
which are emission-free
and noise-free, which
meant they will run on
electricity that has been
procured from sources like

the sun. Non-polluting
electric buses will gener-
ate carbon credits for a
cleaner environment, and
we expect to earn carbon
credits worth Rs 5,000
crore from the measures,"
BEST General Manager
Lokesh Chandra said.

On the power front, the
BEST will start installing
smart meters for its power
consumers in a few
months. Using the app,
users can monitor their
daily power usage and as
per their convenience,
eliminate the need for a

BEST meter reader to visit
their residence to take
readings. The BEST dis-
tributes electricity in the
island city of Mumbai and
its area lies from south
Mumbai to Sion in the
east and Mahim in the
west.

Electric fleet will earn carbon credits
worth Rs 5K cr, says BEST



Occupying the Presidency of the
G20 and UNSC offers India a
unique chance to leave its legacy
and make the voice of the Global
South and developing world

heard at these two august fora.
By assuming the Presidency of the G20 and

UNSC, for one year and one month respec-
tively, for next one-year India gets a unique
opportunity for the country to contribute to
the global agenda on pressing issues of inter-
national importance.

G20 is the premier forum for international
economic cooperation representing around 85
per cent of the global GDP, over 75 of the
worldwide trade, and about two-thirds of the
world population. During the G20 Presidency,
to show its resolve to focus on those issues
which are dear to it, India will hold about 200
meetings in 32 different sectors in multiple
locations across India. The G20 Summit to be
held next year would be one of the highest-
profile international gatherings to be hosted
by India.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar defin-
ing its agenda for G20 and UNSC has said that
New Delhi would like to use the presidency of
the group to reflect interests and concerns
today of the global south.

As India formally assumed the G20 presi-
dency Prime Minister Modi said he will work
to further global good through an inclusive,
action-oriented and decisive agenda. In a
write-up Modi said India could catalyse a fun-
damental mindset shift to benefit humanity as
a whole? "I believe we can", he wrote.

The Prime Minister stressed that India's G20
presidency theme -- 'One Earth, One Family,
One Future' -- is not just a slogan as it takes
into account "recent changes in human cir-
cumstances", adding that India's G20 presi-
dency will work to promote a universal sense
of one-ness.

India looks forward to working on encour-
aging sustainable lifestyles, depoliticising the
global supply of food, fertilisers and medical
products among other subjects, the prime
minister said.

For imbuing hope in our future generations,
India will encourage an honest conversation
among the most powerful countries on miti-
gating risks posed by weapons of mass
destruction and enhancing global security, in
addition to climate change, terrorism, and
pandemics, which could be solved not by
fighting each other, but only by acting together
he wrote.

India's forward plan
Indeed, the issues outlined by the prime

minister and the EAM sound impressive, yet
the real challenge will be on how to transform
these into real achievements over the next
one-year. How India could contribute to
changing the global stand on various pressing
issues, including; controlling inflation, affirma-
tive action on climate change and pandemic
threats, besides producing an inclusive gover-
nance model.

There is hope that India can make mean-
ingful contributions to the global economy
and can help improve the current unstable
geopolitical state of affairs during its reign as
G-20 president.

The world is staring at a recession following
the Covid induced economic downturn and
supply chain issues which have been further
exacerbated by the Russia-Ukraine war,
fuelling runaway inflation. Global growth has
hit a major roadblock. While the world grew at
6 per cent in 2021, the growth rate is projected
to drop to 3.2 per cent in 2022 and will further
slip to 2.7 per cent in 2023.

The global inflation rate, which stood at 4.7
per cent in 2021, is expected to rise to 8.8 per
cent by the end of 2022. India, however, is
expected to grow by 6.8 per cent in the current
fiscal year and by 6.4 per cent in the following
year. India is a model for others in achieving

similar economic growth and stability.
The G20 declaration, which predominantly

echoed Indian ideas, vowed to push for global
macro-economic stability by giving nations,
particularly disadvantaged ones, a platform to
improve their financial resilience.

Indian economists have a better under-
standing of middle-income and low-income
countries. India, with its unique perspective,
can help the G20 achieve its goal of enhancing
the financial resilience of these nations.

India's economic model, which has advo-
cated for open, liberal markets that provide
opportunities to even the most vulnerable, has
garnered praise from countries and organisa-
tions throughout the world.

Diplomatic tightrope
Over the last one year particularly India, has

been able to maintain cordial relations with
two US administrations, in to addition to
Russia and Iran, and despite mounting global
pressure, has been able to maintain positive
diplomatic ties with all countries and factions.

This is also a historic time for the G20,
which will now be led by a nation that has
always placed "dialogue and diplomacy" at the
centre of its approach to international rela-
tions. India's diplomatic and
economic policies have helped
the country achieve significant

growth at a time when other economies have
failed or are struggling.The Indian presidency
has received support from various quarters,
the latest being from the US and France. The
American and French Presidents in their
tweets have declared their support to India's
chair at these two fora.Thus, India seems to
have the has full support of the global powers
also, for initiating new thinking on tackling the
global issues besides also an opportunity to
become the voice of the Global South and
help the UN to achieve more on its SDGs.
Thus, at the moment the plate seems full for
India and we really hope that India will be
able to leave its mark both diplomatically and
politically on the G20 by acting in a pragmatic
manner to solve the issue facing the global
world.It would be prudent for the Indian lead-
ership to pursue those issues which will have a
bearing on the future of the world, like climate
change related activities, pursuing net zero, to
find ways to establish a modified economic
system which considers poor countries much
more benignly and also empower the world
organisations like the UN and make sure that
it leaves a new apparatus through which voic-
es of the poor could be heard and action taken
on them, much more effectively.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

They were sworn enemies in court
and friends outside it. Even as
Ayodhya makes a conscious effort

to forget the Babri battle, it continues to
celebrate the friendship between the two
litigants in the Babri case - Hashim
Ansari and Mahant Ramchandra
Paramhans. The two bitterly fought the
case in court, but the moment they
stepped out they were thick friends.
Mahant Ramchandra Paramhans, the
chief trustee of the Ram Janambhoomi
Nyas, died in 2003 while Hashim Ansari,
the oldest litigant in the case, died in
2016. "They would travel together in a
rickshaw to the court. Their counsels
would bitterly contest the case and after
the hearing, they would both return
together in one rickshaw. Everyone used
to be astounded by this unique relation-
ship. They lived as friends and Hashim
Ansari wept bitterly when Mahant
Paramhans died in 2003," says Mahant
Dharam Das who has succeeded him in
the Nyas. Hashim Ansari was among
those arrested in 1949 when the idols
allegedly emerged in the mosque. He was
the main plaintiff when the Sunni Waqf
Board filed the Ayodhya title suit in
1961. He repaired cycles for a living.
Paramhans, one of the pioneers of the
Ayodhya movement, had filed a petition
in Faizabad court in March 1950 seeking
the right to protect the idol. Senior citi-
zens in Ayodhya say that their friendship
lasted over six decades. There was never
any bitterness between the two even
when there were riots on communal
lines in the country on the Ayodhya
issue. Both used to criticise the violence
and continue to chat with each other.
Hashim Ansari was provided security
after the Babri demolition when he was
attacked by Hindus but he did not like
the fact that four policemen sat outside
his tiny house all the time.

Ayodhya litigants: Foes in the
courtroom, friends outside it

international

India to stamp its legacy at G20

Singapore|Agencies

Asix-year-old Indian-ori-
gin boy has become the
youngest Singaporean

to have trekked to the Everest
Base Camp in Nepal at an
altitude of 5,364 metres.

Om Madan Garg trekked
for 10 days in October along
with his parents, covering an
altitude gain of around
2,500m from the village of
Lukla at 2,860m to the base at
5,364m, according to the
Singapore Book of Records.

Om, a Kindergarten 2 stu-
dent from Canossaville
Preschool, "managed well
despite bad weather, flight
cancellations, lack of creature
comforts, hot days and the
cold nights".

The Garg family arrived at
Lukla, which is the starting
point and also the gateway to

the base camp trek
onSeptember 28, and
reached the base on October
7.They were accompanied by
a qualified guide and two
porters.

From Lukla, they trekked
to Phakding and continued
ahead to reach Namche
Bazaar -- the trade centre in
the Everest region.From
Namche Bazaar, the trail goes

to Tengboche, and then final-
ly the Everest Base Camp at
5,364m.

"I threw my hat in the sky
and caught it and we climbed
on the top of Mount Everest
Base Camp rock and we took
a photo. "We flew the
Singapore flag," he told
Channel News Asia in an
interview.The pre-school stu-
dent was awarded a certifi-
cate from the Singapore Book
of Records.

His entire sojourn has
been documented in a
seven-part series on the fam-
ily's YouTube channel, The
Brave Tourist.Three-year-old
Heyansh Kumar from India is
the youngest person to reach
the Mount Everest base
camp.Kumar was three years
and seven months and 27
days-old when he achieved
the milestone.

At 6, Indian-origin boy is youngest
S'porean to trek to Everest Base Camp

ITALY HOME TO HIGHEST NUMBER
OF UNOFFICIAL CHINESE 'POLICE
STATIONS': REPORT

Rome: Italy hosts the highest number of unofficial
Chinese "police stations" out of a network of more than 100
around the world, a report by a Spanish civil rights group
has claimed.

Milan was allegedly used by two local Chinese public
security authorities as a European testing ground for a
policing strategy to monitor the Chinese population abroad
and force dissidents to return home, the Guardian quoted
the report by the Madrid-based Safeguard Defenders as say-
ing.

Safeguard Defenders reported in September that 54 such
stations allegedly existed around the world, prompting
police investigations in at least 12 countries including
Canada, Germany and the Netherlands.

In a report published on Monday, the civil rights group
said it had identified 48 additional stations, 11 of which are
in Italy.

Other newly identified stations were in Croatia, Serbia
and Romania, it said.

The Italian stations are in Rome, Milan, Bolzano, Venice,
Florence, Prato -- a town near Florence that hosts the largest
Chinese community in Italy -- and Sicily, reports the
Guardian.

China has said the offices are merely "service stations" set
up to assist Chinese citizens with bureaucratic procedures
such as renewing a passport or driving licence.

The investigation carried out by Safeguard Defenders was
based on publicly available Chinese statements and data,
and was limited to stations established by local Chinese
public security authorities in countries where there is a
large Chinese community.

Safeguard Defenders claimed that while the stations were
not directly run by Beijing, "some statements and policies
are starting to show a clearer guidance from the central gov-
ernment in encouraging their establishment and policies".

The civil rights group alleges that the unofficial police sta-
tions are used by China to "harass, threaten, intimidate and
force targets to return to China for persecution".

The group says it has evidence of intimidation, as
opposed to the official channel of extradition, being used to
force people home fromItaly, including against a factory
worker accused of misappropriation who returned to China
after 13 years in Italy and disappeared without a trace, the
Guardian reported.

Asad Mirza

INDONESIA PLANS TO
BUILD NUCLEAR POWER
PLANT, SEEKS INVESTORS

Jakarta: Indonesia
aims to develop a
nuclear power plant in
2039 to achieve net zero
emissions and support
domestic needs for ener-
gy, the country's Nuclear
Energy Regulatory
Agency (BAPETEN) said
on Sunday.

The agency's Director for Nuclear Installation and
Material Control, Haendra Subekti, said in a statement that
to realise the target, Indonesia is currently looking for
investors to help finance the plant's construction, Xinhua
news agency reported.

"We have drafted the regulations on the nuclear infra-
structure safety, preparing the location for the plant and
formulating the trial operation. All of these have been near-
ly completed," Subekti said, adding that the location of the
nuclear power plant will not be in earthquake-prone areas.

"For now, there have been a few private companies that
are willing to invest, but we're expecting more investors to
come," he said.

Indonesia's plan to establish a nuclear power plant has
been stipulated under a government regulation on the
operation of risky businesses. The plant aims to provide
new and renewable energy for the Southeast Asian country
so that it can reach its zero emissions target.

Putin better informed now
about Ukraine war, says US

Kiev|Agencies

The head of US intelli-
gence has said Russian
President Vladimir

Putin has "become better
informed" about the difficul-
ties facing his invading forces
in Ukraine, as the Kremlin
suggested the Russian presi-
dent could visit the occupied
Donbas region at a future
unspecified date. Speaking at
a defence forum, Avril
Haines, the US Director of
National Intelligence, indi-
cated Putin was no longer as
insulated from bad news
about the conditions facing
his invasion of Ukraine as he
was earlier in the campaign,
The Guardian reported.

Alluding to past assess-
ments that Putin's advisers
could be shielding him from
bad news, Haines said he was
"becoming more informed of
the challenges that the mili-

tary faces". "But it's still not
clear to us that he has a full
picture of at this stage of just
how challenged they are,"
she said, addressing an audi-
ence at the Reagan National
Defense Forum in California.

Haines's comments reflect
a wider internalisation of
Russian military failures in
Ukraine that has increasingly
been reflected in remarks
made by key regime propa-
gandists, in public opinion
polling and in analysis by the
Russian military blogger
community. The scale of the
challenges facing the Russian
president have also been
underlined by a series of bat-
tlefield setbacks in recent
months that have led to the
Russians retreating from the
Kharkiv region, from Kherson
oblast -- including the key
city of the same name -- and
from parts of the Russian-
occupied Donbas region.

Indian-origin science teacher wins PM's prize in Australia
Melbourne|Agencies

An Indian-origin teacher in
Australia has received the 2022
Prime Minister's Prize for

Excellence in Science Teaching in sec-
ondary schools.

Melbourne-based Veena Nair, who is
ViewBank College's Head of
Technology and STEAM project leader,
has been awarded for demonstrating
practical application of STEAM to stu-
dents, and how they can use their skills
to make a real impact in the world.

"To be recognised in the Prime
Minister's prizes for science, I am
deeply humbled. I am very grateful to
my school, to my colleagues, to my stu-
dents, and to my family," Nair said in a
video message.

As a leading educator in STEAM,
Nair has more than 20 years of experi-
ence in teaching science-based sub-
jects across India, the United Arab
Emirates, and now Australia.

Through her work, she has increased
the number of students who receive
first round offers to study engineering
and technology subjects at university,

especially young women and students
from diverse backgrounds.

Nair began her teaching career in
Mumbai, where she provided comput-
ers to low socio-economic schools and
taught students how to code.

Nair's students participate in the
Swinburne Youth Space Innovation
Challenge -- a 10-week program that

sees secondary students competing to
create the best experiment to launch
into space.

The winning project is then sent to
the International Space Station. She
also supports the Young Persons' Plan
for the Planet program, a STEM-based
enterprise development program that
gives students the opportunity to
engage with the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals as changemakers
at a global level.

Via this program, she has led a team
of Australian teachers to conduct
STEAM workshops for teachers in low
socio-economic schools in Mumbai.

Nair is a BSc in Physics and a BEd in
Science and Mathematics from the
University of Mumbai and an MEd
(maths education) from Deakin
University.

She won the Educator of the Year
Award by the Design and Technology
Teachers' Association of Australia in
2018.

The annual awards celebrate the
contributions of 12 of the country's
leading scientists, innovators and sci-
ence teachers.
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Team Absolute|Bhopal

Iam overwhelmed to see the children's works
of art in the exhibition here. The clay toys,
paintings, photographs and other works made

by them are amazing. These children will
become the best photographer, artist, scientist,
musician etc.

CM Chouhan attended the closing ceremony
of "Anugoonj" organized by the School Education
Department at Government Subhash Excellent
School on Monday. He enjoyed and appreciated
the presentations of the students and also
blessed the children. 

CM said that new education system has been
implemented in the state. We will create a new
history in the field of education. Earlier Madhya
Pradesh was at 17th position in the country in the
field of education, now it has come at 5th posi-
tion. Children of government schools in Madhya

Pradesh are performing excellently in every field.
The day will come in Madhya Pradesh when peo-
ple will take children out of private schools and

send them to government schools.
CM said that soon 50 thousand teachers will

be recruited in the Education Department and
Scheduled Tribe Welfare Department. They will
be given respectable remuneration and other
facilities. In the next 3 years CM Rise School will
beat other schools.

CM said that apart from providing laptops to
the students who have scored more than 75 per-
cent marks in class 12th in the state, the govern-
ment is also paying the fees for higher education
of such students on admission to various profes-
sional courses.

CM told the parents that they should not only
ask their children to study, but also motivate
them in the field of sports and arts according to
their interest. He concluded by raising slogans
along with the children - We will play, we will
touch the sky. We will study and we will touch
the sky.

THE AIM OF EDUCATION IS TO REVEAL THE NATURAL
TALENTS OF THE STUDENTS: CM CHOUHAN Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
reached Chhipaner in

Sehore district on Monday
and conducted a surprise
inspection of the newly con-
structed access road and
bridge. CM obtained infor-
mation about the construc-
tion work from Executive
Engineer Public Works
Subhash Patil. He instructed
that the construction of the
access road should positively
be completed by the end of
December. Strict action will
be taken if the work is not
completed on time. CM said
that the access road and
bridge will be dedicated on
January 5. He also listened to
the problems of the villagers
present on the spot and
directed the officials to
resolve them.

CM Chouhan said that this
bridge connecting Sehore
and Harda is my ambitious
project. A three kilometer
long approach road is being
constructed from Chhoti

Chhipaner to Narmada river
bridge at a cost of Rs. 6 crore
41 lakh. Its construction will
be completed by the end of
December. With the con-
struction of this road, the dis-
tance from Harda to Bhopal
will be reduced by about 35
kilometers, which will pro-
vide a lot of convenience to
the residents of Harda dis-
trict. A long bridge of 840
meter has been constructed
on the border of Harda and
Sehore districts at a cost of
Rs. 38 crore 66 lakh. With the

construction of this access
road, the use of this bridge
will also start.

Chouhan discussed with
Collector Rishi Garg and
inquired about disposal of
applications received under
the Mukhya Mantri Jan Seva
Abhiyan. He also inquired
about other roadways in
Harda district. He instructed
to give top priority to solving
people's problems. Bhopal
Divisional Commissioner
Mal Singh and other officers
were present.

Surprise inspection of newly constructed access
road and bridge at Chhipaner done by CM 

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Acouple of stray dogs were seen occupy-
ing hospital beds in a Madhya Pradesh
government hospital, showed a video

shot by a local who was visiting the facility
with his pregnant wife, calling into question
the state of health infrastructure in the state.

The incident, which took place in Jabalpur
inside a government hospital located in
Shahpura, was filmed by local resident
Sidhharth Jain. Swinging into action, the dis-
trict health department has ordered a probe.

In the video clip, which has since been
widely shared on social media, strays can be
seen atop hospital beds.

"We have issued notice to the BMO Dr C K
Atraulia. The matter is serious; strict action
will be taken against hospital staff on duty and
people responsible for the negligence," said
Jabalpur chief medical officer Dr Sanjay
Mishra.

In September, a video of a dog sleeping on
a hospital bed in Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh
went viral on social media, inviting criticism
from the opposition Congress.

Stray dogs seen on hospital
bed, probe ordered

2 WOMEN GUARDS DANCE AT
MAHAKALESHWAR TEMPLE, SACKED

Ujjain: Two women security personnel at
Mahakaleshwar
Temple in
Madhya
Pradesh's Ujjain
were removed
from service after
they posted a
video clip of
themselves
dancing to a film
song on the
premises of the famous shrine, an official said
on Monday.

The security personnel have been directed
to use only keypad mobile phones and not
smartphones during duty hours at the temple,
the official from the shrine said. The services of
two women security personnel, who were
employed by a private agency, were terminat-
ed on Sunday after their video surfaced on
social media, the temple's administrator
Sandip Soni said. As many as 390 personnel
are engaged in the security of the temple and
they work in three shifts, he said. At least 75
security personnel, including women, work in
a shift, he said. The two women personnel had
posted a video on Instagram, in which they
were dancing to a Bollywood song playing in
the background.

12 MORE CHEETAHS FROM SOUTH AFRICA
TO ARRIVE AT KUNO NATIONAL PARK

Sheopur: South African Minister of Environment,
Forestry and Fisheries, Barbara Creecy has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to bring 12 chee-
tahs from South Africa to Kuno National park under
Cheetah Project. Previously, eight cheetahs were brought to
Kuno National Park from Namibia. Now, for welcoming the
12 cheetahs in Kuno National Park that were quarantine
from last three months in South Africa, preparation is going
on. In July 2022, India appealed South Africa to send 12
cheetahs to Kuno National Park for Cheetah Project. At the
same time when eight cheetahs were brought from
Namibia, 12 cheetahs were also selected but due to lack of
approval in MOU, cheetahs were remaining quarantine.

According to DFO Prakash Sharma of Kuno National Park
within two or three days the President of South Africa will
give the allowance to Cheetah Project. Prakash said, "we all
are set for welcoming the 12 cheetahs", eight new enclo-
sures are nearly constructed".

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that the aim of educa-
tion and religion of teachers is to reveal the natural talent of the stu-
dents. The "Anugoonj" program organized by School Education serves
this purpose very well. 

CAR OCCUPANT CHARRED
TO DEATH AFTER VEHICLE'S
COLLISION WITH TRUCK

Rewa: A car occupant was
charred to death when the
vehicle caught fire after col-
liding with a truck in Rewa
district on Monday, police
said. The accident took place
at around 1.30 am on a
bypass road, located eight
kilometres from the district
headquarters, under
Chorhata police station lim-
its, an official said.

Both the vehicles caught
fire after the accident,
Additional Superintendent of
Police Anil Sonkar said.

A charred body was found
in the car and a forensic
examination will reveal how
many persons were travelling
in the vehicle, he said. The
fire probably started due to
oil in the transformers which
the truck was carrying, the
official said.Efforts were on to
identify the deceased, he
said.  The truck driver fled
from the spot after the inci-
dent, he added.

Team Absolute|Gwalior

Aman was shot
dead by
unknown per-

sons outside his resi-
dence on Sunday late
evening. According to
the information
received from the
deceased's cousin
Sattar Usmani, Azim
was talking to four to
five unknown people
outside his house in
Teli ki Bajaria before
being shot by one of
them. Azim was a
driver by profession.

Later, the family
members took Azim
to the hospital where
the doctors declared
him dead.

Chief
Superintendent of
police Vijay Bhadoria
reached the spot after
being reported about

the incident. The
police have registered
a case against the
unknown assailants
and have begun an
investigation. The rea-
son for the murder is
said to be unknown
yet, CSP Bhadoria

said.
He also said that

the police are scan-
ning the CCTV
installed around the
spot to get any clue
about the killers. The
body is sent for post-
mortem.

Man shot dead outside house
in Gwalior, motive unknown

Team Absolute|Itarsi

Warm welcome
accorded to the
Kashi-Tamil

Sangamam train on its arrival
in Itarsi on Monday. On the
arrival of train number 22536
Banaras-Rameswaram
(Kashi-Tamil Sangamam) at
Itarsi station on Monday at
08.40 a.m., on behalf of the
railway administration, sta-
tion manager Devendra, the
distinguished citizen of Itarsi
city reflecting north-south
Indian culture, RPF staff
including supervisor person-
nel welcomed the delegates
coming with flower garlands.
Overwhelmed by the wel-
come, all the delegates
looked happy.

Kashi-Tamil Sangamam
2022 is an initiative of the

Government of India as part
of the "Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence". It is a cele-
bration of the spirit of 'Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' and

Indian culture is being cele-
brated along with the Tamil
language. A sight of which
was also seen at Itarsi station
today.

Warm welcome accorded to the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam train on its arrival in Itarsi

SARPANCHS CHEATED OF RS 20K
EACH ON PRETEXT OF 'NAL-JAL
SCHEME' IN SHAJAPUR

Shajapur: Cyber fraudsters duped two village
sarpanchs of Rs 20,000 each by luring them with
monetary benefits under the Central government-
run Nal-Jal scheme. Public health engineering
department has asked the sarpanch and other village
officials to be aware of such cyber crooks. Executive
Engineer Vijay Singh Chauhan said that two village
Sarpanch of the district have been duped of Rs
20,000 each on the pretext of providing monetary
benefits under the scheme. Unknown person had
contacted sarpanchs over the phone and asked them
to share account details. The two sarpanch lured
with monetary offers, shared the bank details and
also the OTP. However, soon they found that Rs
20,000 were deducted from their account. Sarpanch
have been cautioned against sharing their bank
account and other details with unknown persons.
They have been asked to verify the credentials of the
caller before transacting money for any governmen-
tal scheme. The online fraudsters have been contact-
ing people over phone assuring monetary benefits
under government schemes Nal Jal Scheme. The
crooks ask for bank account number and OTP by giv-
ing an impression they would be transferred the
amount under the scheme. 

Team Absolute|Shajapur

Three miscreants were
arrested for allegedly
attempting loot with an

elderly woman in Aditya Nagar
locality of Shajapur district, the
police said on Monday.

The accused attempted the
loot in the evening on
December 1 and the incident
was captured in the CCTV cam-
eras installed at the spot.

Shajapur Superintendent of
Police (SP) Jagdish Davar said,
"The complainant Sheela Bai
(52) lives with her mother,
Shanta Bai in Aditya Nagar.
During the evening, three
accused entered her house and
they tried to snatch chain.

The woman bravely faced the

accused as a result they failed
in their attempt and escaped
from the spot." Acting on the
complaint, the police registered
a case and started investigation
into the matter. The police
checked the CCTV footage and

interrogated the suspicious per-
sons on which they confessed
the crime. The police arrested
them and confiscated the
weapons used in the crime, SP
Davar added. Further proceed-
ings are underway.

3 miscreants held for attempting loot
with elderly woman in Shajapur

Team Absolute|Bhopal

CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will dedicate
the Panchkarma Super

Specialty and Wellness
Centre Today, December 6 at
10 am in the premises of Pt.
Khushi Lal Sharma
Government Ayurveda
Institute. CM will also dedi-
cate the Silver Jubilee
Auditorium building of
Ayurveda Institute on this
occasion. CM Chouhan will
also lay the foundation stone
of the academic building of
the institute and office build-
ing of the Madhya Pradesh
Ayurvedic and Unani System
of Medicine and Naturopathy
Board in the program. Silver
Jubilee Auditorium is located
at Pt. Khushilal Sharma
Government Institute of
Ayurveda Science Hills,
Behind MANIT, Kolar Nehru
Nagar Road.Minister of State
for AYUSH Kawre inspected
the Silver Jubilee Auditorium
building on Monday. The

auditorium has a seating
capacity of 500 persons.
Besides, modern equipments
of electricity and sound have
been used. Shri Kawre
inspected the newly con-
structed 50 bedded
Panchkarma Super Specialty
and Wellness Centre built in
collaboration with the Central
Government's National
AYUSH Mission. This centre
has been completed at a cost
of 9 crores.This centre has the
facility of personalized medi-
cine, Ayurveda diet, yoga and
meditation, physiotherapy
and rehabilitation along with
Panchkarma. Along with this,
the centre will also have the
facility of Ayurveda's special
pulse test, natural test, mod-
ern lab test, sonography and
CT scan.

CM Chouhan to launch Panchkarma Super
Specialty Centre and Auditorium today

Team Absolute|Bhopal

The Academic session
for the newly admitted
batches of MBBS

&B.Sc. (Nursing) students
has started at AIIMS, Bhopal.
The 4-week Foundation
Course for this 2022 Batch of
Undergraduate (UG) stu-
dents was inaugurated by
Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director of AIIMS
Bhopal on 5th December
2022, in presence of
Professor Rajesh Malik
(Dean, Academics),
Professor Debasis Biswas
(Dean, Research), Professor
Balakrishnan S., (Dean,
Student Welfare), Dr.
Ashwani Tandon (Associate
Dean, Academics),
Dr.T.Karuna (Associate
Dean, Exams), Heads of var-
ious Departments, and
Faculty Members.

Delivering the inaugural
address on the occasion

Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh empha-
sized that the students must
maintain respectful behav-
iors towards all co-workers
and members of society irre-
spective of their class or
creed, and without any dis-
crimination. He also empha-
sized the importance of
maintaining discipline,
integrity and honesty in pro-
fessional and personal life.
In his address, he encour-
aged and inspired the stu-
dents to dream big and work
hard to achieve their
dreams. He urged the stu-

dents to make the best of
their training at the institute,
and assured them that they
will receive the best of edu-
cation and support from the
teachers at AIIMS, Bhopal.

Professor Rajesh Malik,
Dean Academics gave an
overview of the MBBS and
BSc. (Nursing) courses and
details of the Academic
Calendar for the 2022 batch
of students. Professor
Debasis Biswas, Dean
Research talked to the stu-
dents about the various
research opportunities and

guidance available for the
UG students at AIIMS
Bhopal. Professor
Balakrishnan, Dean Student
Welfare spoke about the
zero-tolerance Anti-ragging
policy at the institute, and
the Anti-ragging support
measures in place. He also
talked about the various
facilities for the students on
campus, hostels, and the
student counseling services.
Dr. T. Karuna, Associate
Dean, Exams discussed the
details of the Assessment
plan of the UG courses.

This 4-week Foundation
Course has been organized
by the Centre for Medical
Education Technology
(CMET) at AIIMS, Bhopal
under the leadership of
Professor Rehan Ul Haq,
Chairman, CMET, and coor-
dinated by Dr. Jyoti Nath
Modi, Member Secretary,
CMET along with the Faculty
members of CMET. 

Foundation Course for the newly batch
inaugurated at AIIMS Bhopal by CMET



Baron Cohen brought Borat back to mock
rapper Kanye and Donald Trump 

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Sacha Baron Cohen
brought his comedy charac-
ter Borat back to mock rapper

Kanye West and former US
President Donald Trump at the

Kennedy Center Honors.
He joked: "I am told the

president of U.S. today is
here. Where are you Mr.
Trump? You don't look so

good. Where has your blown
a** big belly gone? And your

pretty orange skin without fail. I
see you have a new wife. Whoa

whoa whooo wha! She is very erotic."
Cohen as Borat went on to reference

his character's home nation of
Kazakhstan and mock Trump's theories
about the 2020 presidential election as
he needled rapper Kanye West over his
recent anti-Semitism scandal.

He went on: "I must say I'm very upset
about the antisemitism in the U.S. today.
It's not fair. Kazakhstan is the number
one Jew crushing nation. Stop stealing our hobby. Stop the steal. Stop the steal. Your Kayne. He
tried to move to Kazakhstan and even tried to change his name to Kazakhstan-ye West. But we
said no. He's too anti-semitic even for us."

Cohen went on to pay tribute to U2 - referring to the band as "Me Too" - and giving a nod to
their 2014 album 'Songs of Innocence' which was automatically installed in iTunes accounts
without users' consent. Cohen read a message in Kazakh and then said: "It translates to mean
'Please remove your wretched album from my new iPhone 6."

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rapper Kanye West has resurfaced on social media
after he was suspended from Twitter for "inciting vio-
lence" following more antisemitic messages. The rap-

per and presidential hopeful posted a new message on
Instagram where he alleged that Elon Musk was a clone and
also mentioned former president Barack Obama, as per the
reports. "Am I the only one who thinks Elon could be half-
Chinese? Have you ever seen his pics as a child? Take a
Chinese genius and mate them with a South African super
model and we have an Elon," he wrote.

"I say an Elon because they probably made 10 to 30
Elon's and he's the first genetic hybrid that stuck... Well,
let's not forget about Obama."

West continued, "I'm sorry for using curse words in
church but I don't have another word for Obama yet." In
the caption of the post, Kanye added, "On Jay Zs birthday
Future president of the United States Ye uses Mark
Zuckerberg's platform to incite a mass investigation of Elon
Musk's childhood photos in the midst of Balenciagagate I
call this The theory of everything Problem solved Praise
God." Ye got into trouble again after an appearance on

InfoWars with conspiracy theorist Alex Jones where he went
on to praise Hitler and continued his antisemitic remarks on Twitter. "I tried my best," Musk

tweeted. "Despite that, he again violated our rule against incitement to violence. Account will
be suspended."

Following West's post going viral, Musk had a reaction on Twitter where he said, "I take
that as a compliment!"

I GET INSPIRED BY ARTISTS

THAT HAVE SELF-DOUBT: 

DUA LIPA
Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Dua Lipa, who found fame after posting
songs on YouTube, said she finds artists who have
been stricken with self-doubt inspiring. The pop

star said: "A lot of the time I get so inspired by artists
that have quite a lot of self-doubt or darkness. I'm like,
'Oh my God, do I have to feel this much pain to be
good at what I do?' That is sometimes what I
think, sometimes imposter syndrome
can get the better of me. Especially
when I'm writing."

Lipa added that she also fears
her acting won't be up to
scratch when she is under pres-
sure to portray emotional
states on camera, reports.

Lipa said: "It was really
exciting. But for me it is baby
steps. That's the best way to
discover yourself as well,
rather than throwing yourself
in the deep end with some-
thing you can't completely
tackle head on. My biggest
fear would be taking on a real-
ly big role and to be like, 'Now
I have to be an actor and feel
all these emotions on camera'.
Where I haven't brought
myself up to that point yet."

She added about trying to
enjoy her work, "While you
are creating it, have fun with
it. It only gets scary when it
is time for release and
you're like, 'Oh f, are peo-
ple going to love it?'
That's how I feel about
my music. While I'm
making it it's all great
and I am in my own
world, making some-
thing I am proud of.
You want to do some-
thing that you haven't
done before and you
want to challenge
yourself, explore this
different range. I can
shut out social
media. I'm doing it
for me, I'm making
something I love."

I
WAS ASHAMED OF

BEING A GIRL: 

SHANIA TWAIN
Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Shania Twain warned "you didn't want to be a girl in my
house" as she opened up about her difficult childhood, growing
up poor in Ontario with four siblings living with her mum

Sharon and stepdad Jerry Twain, who legally adopted the children.
Shania told the about her tactics to dodge his abuse: "I hid myself
and I would flatten my b**bs. I would wear bras that were too small

for me, and I'd wear two, play it down until there was nothing girl
about me. Makes it easier to go unnoticed," reports. "Because, oh my

gosh, it was terrible... You didn't want to be a girl in my house."
Twain added about her subsequent struggle on leaving the

house: "But then you go into society and you're a girl and you're
getting the normal other unpleasant stuff too, and that reinforces it.
"So then you think, 'Oh, I guess it's just s***** to be a girl. Oh, it's
so s***** to have boobs'. I was ashamed of being a girl." The
singer said she started to be abused at home when she was
around 10, telling The Guardian in 2018: "I feel the sexual
abuse goes hand in hand with the physical and psychologi-
cal abuse when it's somebody you know. I learned to block
it out. "Abusers need to manipulate you, whether it's
before or after, and what I said to myself is: "OK, there's

something wrong with this person and that person
is not well."

Twain did not know her biological father
and her stepfather Jerry and mum
Sharon were killed in a car crash in

1987.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Hilary Duff

KKaannyyee  WWeesstt  ccaallllss  EElloonn
MMuusskk  ''hhaallff  CChhiinneessee''

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Kate Winslet is opening up
about being in the limelight and the
pressure she had to look a certain

way. With Winslet's daughter gaining
notoriety for her acting work, the
'Titanic' alum talks about how much
more difficult it is now.

"When I was younger my agent
would get calls saying, 'how's her
weight?'," she told in an inter-
view. However, Winslet says that
she cares "about being that actor
who moves their face and has a
body that jiggles" and feels things
in the industry have changed.

Winslet's daughter Mia
Threapleton is 22 years old and with
social media ever present in every-
one's daily life, it represents a new dif-
ficulty for celebrities as they
have to be
more guard-
ed.

"It
was

hard enough having the flipping News of
the World on my doorstep, but that doesn't
even cut it now," she said.

"That phrase about 'today's news being
tomorrow's fish and chip paper'

doesn't exist. The thing you
did when you were drunk

or foolish? It may come
back to haunt you.
Needing to be on
one's guard for young
actors is just a differ-
ent thing. It must be
extraordinarily hard."

Winslet stars with
her daughter in 'I Am

Ruth' where they play
mother and daughter
where self-identity
issues are at the centre

of the story.

Kate Winslet shares how

her agent was being

asked about her weight
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Agoal apiece from Jordan
Henderson, Harry Kane
and Bukayo Saka helped

England to an impressive 3-0 win
over African champions Senegal
and move into the quarterfinals of
the FIFA World Cup.

England netted a third one 13
minutes into the second half to
take the game away from Aliou
Cisse's side and set up a quarter-
final clash with France, which
earlier on Sunday defeated
Poland 3-1.

On Sunday, England made just
one change for the game as
Bukayo Saka was preferred in
attack to three-goal scoring

Marcus Rashford, while Raheem
Sterling was unavailable for
England, as he was dealing with
some family issues back home.
Saka, who netted a brace against
Iran, was rested against Wales,
where Rashford also scored twice
in a 3-0 victory. Southgate also
preferred to retain Phil Foden and
Henderson in the side.

England seemed to be tem-
porarily on the back foot in the
face of the growing pressure from
Senegal very early in the first half.

England looked primed for the
counter whenever Senegal afford-
ed them a chance, making their
two opportunities count to giving
them a decent lead going into the
half time break. England added a

second one three minutes into
injury stoppage time with Kane's
right footed shot from inside the
box to the centre of the goal end-
ing in the back of the nets, after
set up by Phil Foden following a
fast break. England doubled the
lead in a move which started from
their own half, went on a blister-
ing run towards the Senegal goal,
and closed in, spotted Foden on
his left side, with Kane not too far
on his right. The Manchester City
forward seeing Kane peeling away
from his marker sends in a quick
pass with the last named player
able to get enough space inside of
the box to send in a powerful shot
at the net, with Mendy having no
chance of stopping it.

FIFA World Cup

ENGLAND DOWN SENEGAL 3-0
TO REACH QUARTERS

MBAPPE FOCUSED ON
WORLD CUP 'DREAM'

Doha| The player has already scored five
times this tournament, taking his overall World
Cup tally to nine goals.

"I'm not thinking about the Golden Ball or
Golden Boot awarded to the World Cup's best
player and highest scorer, (respectively)," the
Paris Saint-Germain forward said, reports. "The
only objective for me is to win the World Cup.
Right now, the quarterfinal is the most impor-
tant thing. It's the only thing I dream about. I
came here to win the World Cup and help the
national team, not anything else."

Mbappe also explained why he hadn't spoken
to the media during the tournament until
Sunday.

"I have nothing personal against journalists.
I've just needed to focus on football and the
tournament. When I want to concentrate on
something that's the way I function. I learned
that the French football association would get
fined and I said I would pay it because I don't
think they should pay on my behalf.

The former Monaco player, added: "I wanted
to be ready for this tournament and so far things
are going well. But we are still a long way from
our objective and now we have to focus on the
quarterfinal.

"We are delighted to get through to the quar-
terfinals. It was a difficult game (against Poland).
We played a tough side and managed to score
goals at important times during the match. Even
though we didn't play as well as we could have,
we won and we're delighted."

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Apart from Shafali, wick-
etkeeper-batter Richa
Ghosh has also been

included in the squad select-
ed by the All-India Women's
Selection Committee, with
Shweta Sehrawat to be the
vice-captain.

Shafali and Richa's selec-
tions for the U19 Women's
T20 World Cup are surpris-
ing considering the duo were
not in India's U19 team
preparations through the
quadrangular series featuring
Sri Lanka and West Indies
U19 teams in Visakhapatnam
as well as in the ongoing five-
match series against New
Zealand development side in
Mumbai.

Shafali and Richa will join
the India U19 side after play-
ing in senior women's
upcoming five-match T20I
series against Australia, start-

ing from December 9 in
Mumbai. In 2019, at the age
of 15, Shafali became the
youngest cricketer to play in
a Women's T20I match for
India by debuting in the
home series against South
Africa.

The India U19 squad has
other impressive players like

right-handed batters Soumya
Tiwari and G Trisha, pace all-
rounder Hurley Gala, left-
arm spinner Mannat
Kashyap, wicketkeeper-batter
Hrishita Basu among others,
who have displayed magnifi-
cent performances in the
ongoing series against New
Zealand Development side.

U19 Women's T20 World Cup

Shafali Verma named
as the captain of India 
Right-handed opener Shafali Verma on
Monday was named as the captain of Indian
team for the inaugural edition of the U19
Women's T20 World Cup and for the upcom-
ing bilateral away T20 series against South
Africa U19 side.

Rawalpindi|Agencies

All-rounder Ben Stokes
was rewarded for his
daring second innings

declaration and attacking
field placement as England
sealed a famous 74-run vic-
tory over Pakistan in a
thrilling Day Five of the first
Test at Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium for one of their
famous wins.

The 74-run win is
England's third Test victory
in Pakistan, with Stokes
becoming just the third visit-
ing skipper after Ted Dexter
in 1961 and Nasser Hussain
in 2000, to win a Test match
in Pakistan.

It was all made possible
after Stokes' bold declaration
at tea on Day Four on
Sunday, which gave Pakistan
a stiff target of 343 for an
improbable win. But an

inspired bowling perform-
ance from fast bowlers James
Anderson (4-36) and Player
of the Match Ollie Robinson
(4-50) forced a heroic victory
to take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series.

On Day Five, Saud Shakeel
and Mohammad Rizwan had
kept Pakistan in the hunt

with a steady partnership
after the hosts lost opener
Imam-ul-Haq to James
Anderson at the start of the
day's play to end a 64-run
stand.

On 156/3 at the stroke of
lunch, Pakistan seemed in
control and ready to push for
a win. However, Anderson

produced the breakthrough
yet again, sending back
Rizwan for 46 with a perfect
outswinger, to end the 87-
run partnership.

Azhar Ali (40) and Agha
Salman (30) survived
through till tea to stitch a
stand of 61 for the sixth wick-
et and put some sort of
resistance for Pakistan. But
Robinson struck soon after,
trapping Salman lbw with an
inswinger and then had
Azhar, who came out to bat
after retiring hurt on Day
Four due to taking a nasty
blow on the finger, glancing
straight to leg slip to firmly
put England on the path to
victory.

Brief scores: England 657
and 264/7 dec beat Pakistan
579 and 268 (Saud Shakeel
76, Imam-ul-Haq 48; James
Anderson 4-36, Ollie
Robinson 4-50) by 74 runs.

Stokes-led England seal famous
74-run victory over Pakistan 

SUKANT KADAM SMASHES
GOLD AT THE PERU PARA
BADMINTON INTERNATIONAL

New Delhi| World No 3
Sukant Kadam smashed his
way to gold medal at the
recently concluded Peru
Para Badminton
International. The ace shut-
tler defeated Singapore's
Chee Hiong Ang.

Sukant maintained his
dominance right from the
word goes in the finals. He
defeated Chee Hiong Ang in
straight sets with a score line
of 21-14 and 21-15. The
match lasted 32 minutes.
The ace shuttler didn't put a
foot wrong and had a great
final. Talking about the same
Sukant Kadam said, "I am
really happy with the result, I
have been training hard. I
have had a good year and I
hope that I continue with the
same consistency next year."

Mirpur|Agencies

India's top-order batter KL Rahul is looking
forward to continuing with his role of
keeping behind the wickets in the remain-

ing two One-day Internationals (ODIs)
against Bangladesh here, with saying he had
done it before and would readily do it when-
ever the requirement arises.

It was the first time Rahul had kept wickets
in India's ODI side for more than a year, but

the experienced right-hander is keen to con-
tinue in that role should the selectors believe
that is the best option.

"We haven't played a lot of ODIs in the last
six or seven months, but if you look at, since
2020 or 2021, I have kept wickets in the one-
day format, and I have batted at No.4 and
No.5 in the middle-order," Rahul said post-
match.

"It's a role the team has asked me to be
ready for. I've done it before, and whenever
the team wants me to play this role, I play this
role."

Rahul added he has been working hard on
his batting since the T20 World Cup and was
glad to be back among the runs at interna-
tional level with yet another white-ball half-
century.

"It was just one of those days where, out of
everybody else, I looked like I was timing the
ball better and the shots that I picked, fortu-
nately for me, went to the boundary, or every
option that I took went my way," Rahul said.
"Something that I've been working on even in
the last couple of sessions that we've been
here in Bangladesh. The pitches, even at the
back (nets), have been quite similar to what
we got in the middle today, so I tried to chal-
lenge myself.

Will don the wicketkeeper's role
as per the requirement: KL Rahul

Team Absolute|New Delhi

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur feels
the upcoming Women's

IPL, scheduled to begin in
March next year, will be a
major boost for women's
cricket in India, adding that
the tournament will help
bridge the gap between
international and domestic
cricket.

"The IPL is a huge step for-
ward for women's cricket
because, before this, we have
witnessed the Australia
Board, England Board; they
have looked after the WBBL
and The Hundred. I think we
as athletes have discussed it
as well, that there's a big gap
between domestic and inter-
national cricket which some
cricketers were not able to

match, because even if you
play well in domestic cricket
and then suddenly play
international games, you're
not able to understand what
to do and how to do it."

"And someone like me, I
was lucky you know, I had
Jhulan (Goswami) di, Anjum
(Chopra) di who were guid-
ing me as to what to do, how
I can perform better. So,
some players, they are shy,
they cannot open up, so, for
them, it's very difficult to
play both domestic and
international cricket."

"So, the IPL will be a great
platform for players that are
really good, but you know for
them, international cricket is
still something that they can-
not change their approach
and mindset overnight," said
Harmanpreet.

The IPL is a huge step forward for
women's cricket: Harmanpreet Kaur

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The final day of MLB Cup
India 2022 came to a
close with an

enthralling final between the
Satara Blue Jays and Pune
Mariners at the Noida Cricket
Stadium. The defending
champions, Satara Blue Jays
were beaten by the hard-hit-
ting Pune Mariners, as the
final ended 16-6 in favour of
the latter.

The two teams reached the
final after gruelling semifi-
nals. The Pune Mariners beat
the Kolhapur Braves 14-8 in
the first semifinal of the day.
The second semi-final took
place between Ahmednagar
Dodgers and Satara Blue Jays

and ended, 8-7 in the Blue
Jays' favour.

Dinesh Patel, a former
pitcher for the Pittsburgh
Pirates organisation conduct-
ed a clinic for the three teams
that are a product of MLB
First Pitch, a program
designed to implement base-
ball in school's physical edu-
cation programs.

"I had great fun watching
the games today. I was here
last year too and the level of
these young athletes has
gone up considerably. All I
can hope now is that they
keep improving at this rate
because then very soon India
will start producing the next
generation of Baseball stars,"
he said.

Pune Mariners crowned champions
of MLB Cup India 2022

Dhaka|Agencies

Gavaskar also refused
to believe that
Rahul's dropped

catch of Mehidy Hasan
Miraz when the batter was
on 15 in the 43rd over
played a decisive role in
India's loss. "You can't
really say that was it.
Because yes, I think that
was the last wicket. That
should have made the
match over."

"But the fact that India
scored 186, I think you are
going to look at that as
well. I think India didn't
score 70-80 more runs is
the reason why they lost,"
Gavaskar said to broad-
casters Sony Sports
Network after the match
ended.

"The bowlers did won-
derfully well, to get them-
selves in a position where
they were 136-9. And then
Mehidy Hasan Miraj came,
they had a bit of luck with

that drop catch, but he
played really well. He
played sensibly. They took
the attack to the opposi-
tion and played some bold
shots," observed Gavaskar.

He further felt that with
the required run-rate not
being so high, Bangladesh
also made things difficult
for them by being over-
cautious in the middle,
before Mehidy and
Mustafizur took them over
the line with four overs to
spare.

"When you are asked to
chase less than 4 runs an
over. Like Bangladesh was
asked to chase, automati-
cally, the pressure comes
down. Bangladesh made it
difficult for them by play-
ing ultra cautiously. That's
what got them into trou-
ble."Bangladesh now has a
1-0 lead in three-match
series, with the second
match to be played at the
same venue on
Wednesday.

India not scoring 70-80 runs more is the
reason why they lost: Sunil Gavaskar

Legendary India batter Sunil Gavaskar believes the Rohit
Sharma-led side not scoring 70-80 more runs is the
chief reason behind them losing the first ODI to Bangladesh
by a solitary wicket at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium (SBNCS) in Mirpur.



Kavita Banerjee all
set to play a negative
role in a TV show 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

TV actress Kavita Banerjee has been roped in to play a
negative role in the show 'Bhagya Lakshmi'. The
actress talked about her role and said that though

again she is playing a negative character but she has no
regrets as she enjoys doing such characters as they are fun
and challenging at the same place. She shared: "I have
played negative role in the shows, 'Teri Meri Ikk Jindri' and
'Rishton ka Manjha'. Playing Sonal in 'Bhagya Lakshmi' is
like a wish being ticked off my acting bucket list.
Performing a negative character is extremely challenging
and fun at the same time." The 'Naagin 6' actress added
every character has different shades, similarly this is dif-
ferent from the previous ones and she just hopes to do
justice to her role. "Although I have mostly played negative
characters on TV so far, but every character has been so
very different from the other, and hence the challenge/fun
never ceases. I just hope that I am able to do justice to my
character and the fans of the show give me the same love
they do to the show," she said.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Telugu and Tamil actress Hansika Motwani and her long-time
boyfriend, businessman Sohael Kathuriya, tied the knot at
Jaipur's Mundota Fort and Palace on Sunday evening. Their

wedding pictures went viral on social media in which Hansika can
be seen wearing a red bridal lehenga and Sohael looks dashing in
his ivory-hued sherwani. From her entry to the wedding venue to
the 'varmala' ceremony, the couple can be seen enjoying every
moment. The couple can be seen holding each other's hands
after the wedding ceremony. The amazing fireworks and grand
decorations amped up the glamour quotient of the entire occa-

sion. Earlier, the couple was seen changing their attire for the day
party and haldi ceremony. They stunned everyone with their all-

white outfits for the pre-wedding ceremony. Hansika opted for a
glittery white gown and Sohael stood out in a white tuxedo. For the

haldi ceremony, they chose white floral outfits. Before heading to Jaipur
for the wedding, Hansika had her share of fun with friends during her

bachelorette party in Greece. She danced her heart out with her girl gang.

Shachi Chaturvedi|Mumbai

Amrish Puri's grandson, Vardhan
Puri, is a rising actor. Vardhan
recently spoke up about his

thoughts on Bollywood, his experience,
and much more in an exclusive inter-
view with Absolute India news. 

Vardhan started the interview by shar-
ing how he decided to be a part of the
industry, "My family and I at a very
young age knew that I would do some-
thing artistic. I wanted to sit with my
grandfather but back then I wasn't in
that position so I promised myself that
one day I would achieve that kind of sta-
tus and experience."

Being Amrish Puri's grandson is a
great responsibility for Vardhan. The
actor while talking about it shared, "I
take no pressure. I believe it is a great
responsibility to keep the families' flag
flying high and carry on his legacy, and
all I have to do is make the perfect film,
do incredible work and give my 500%.
Just make sure he's smiling at me from
above, and I'll be OK." Later while shar-
ing his opinion on how this year has
been tough on Bollywood, Vardhan said,
"It's been difficult, but thanks to
Drishyam 2, things are great again. After
seeing the success of even a film like
Kantara in Hindi, you realise that the
public doesn't have money to spend on
a ticket, which is why movies don't suc-
ceed, just falls flat. People would not
have made
Kantara a
block-

buster if they did not have money, as the
film does not even belong to our state. It
is from another state, which shows that
people would seek out wonderful sto-

ries." Later while sharing if the boy-
cott trend made him consider the

OTT release of his film, the actor
said, "I believe that OTT and cin-

ema releases have nothing to do
with the boycott trend, but

rather with the goal of the producers.
Some high-concept films should only be
available on OTT, while others provide
giant-size experiences that can only be
appreciated in a theatre. There is also
the actor, studio, and popular appeal to
consider, therefore I don't believe the
release of any film in theatres or on OTT
has anything to do with the boycott
trend."
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My
relatives were like girls shouldn't be

working in this field: Niharika Chouksey
Team Absolute|Mumbai

TV actress Niharika Chouksey, who is playing the titular role in the show 'Faltu', said like the lead character, she
also faced similar kind of situation in her real life and felt discriminated against by her family members being a
girl child. She shared: "I had a similar experience in a way like Faltu when I told my parents that I want to make

my career in acting. They were pretty supportive but my relatives weren't. They were like girls shouldn't be working in
this field, this clearly shows their lack of knowledge about this and how discriminative they are." Now, she is playing

the lead in 'Faltu' which is all about the attitude of people living in rural parts towards girl child and how cer-
tain times they end up giving them names like 'Faltu' with a belief that the next child will be a boy. The

actress added that she would not have faced those kinds of differences with the family, had she
been a boy and expressed desire of becoming an actor. "They wouldn't have reacted in

the same way if my brother wanted to do it, so as we can see we all face this
kind of discrimination in our day-to-day lives and we don't

even know," she added.

WE HAVE TRIED TO GIVE 

AUDIENCES SOMETHING NEW

TO SAVOR: AYUSHMANN
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood star Ayushmann Khurrana's recent movie 'An Action
Hero' may not have opened well at the box-office but the 'word of
mouth' seems to be bringing some respite to the film which also

stars Jaideep Ahlawat. On Monday, Ayushmann took to his Instagram
to share a long note talking about how the film has been put together
by first time storytellers and how it deserves audience love. The note
then progresses into showing how the duo of Ayushmann and Aanand
have always tried to break the clutter with their cinematic efforts. It
reads, "As a team, we are always aligned and inclined to try and cause
creative disruption. From 'Shubh Mangal Saavdhan', 'Shubh Mangal
Zyada Saavdhan' and now 'An Action Hero', we have tried to give audi-
ences something new to savour and discuss through our brand of cine-
ma. So, we are humbled with all the positivity and the 'strong word of
mouth' surrounding 'An Action Hero'. We hope this snowballs into
more and more people coming to the theatres." The note further spoke
about their knack for bringing fresh stories to the fore, "We have always
wanted to tell stories differently and back projects that are fresh, that
are unique & clutter-breaking. We are grateful for the love that's coming
our way for 'An Action Hero'. It validates our stance of walking the road
less travelled, to take risks and hopefully contribute to making our industry a more diverse storytelling entity." "For us, 'An Action
Hero' is a rare script, a film that was meant to push the envelope of creativity and we hope you continue giving it love and appre-
ciation in the days to come. Keep loving and supporting," the statement read.

THE SUCCESS OF KANTARA PROVES THAT PEOPLE
SEEK WONDERFUL STORIES: VARDHAN PURI
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