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CONFIRMED: KERALA YOUTH'S DEATH FIRST MONKEYPOX CASUALITY IN INDIA

'I ERRED': MAHA GOVERNOR B.S.
KOSHYARI SEEKS FORGIVENESS

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF I

Quaid Najmi | Mumbai

The Centre has formed a task force to monitor monkeypox cases in the country. According to a source
from the Union Health Ministry, the task force will also provide guidance to the government on the
expansion of diagnostic facilities and to explore vaccination for the infection. The team will be headed
by Dr V.K. Paul, member (Health), NITI Aayog, and include the Secretary, Union Health Ministry,
Pharma and Biotech, the source said. India has reported six monkeypox cases so far -- three in Kerala
and two in Delhi. The Centre is on an alert mode as the cases have increased all over the world.

Monkeypox likely to cause more deaths: WHO
New Delhi: Amid four deaths due to monkeypox outside Africa, including
India, the World Health Organization (WHO) has said that the infectious disease is likely to lead to more fatalities.
"With the continued spread of monkeypox, we will expect to see more
deaths," Catherine Smallwood, Senior Emergency Officer at WHO Europe,
said in a statement.
Smallwood emphasised that the goal needs to be "interrupting transmission
quickly and stopping this outbreak".
However, Smallwood stressed that in most cases the disease heals itself
without the need for treatment.
The latest monkeypox outbreak which was first reported in May, has since
spread to 78 countries with more than 18,000 cases, according to the WHO's
last update on July 28. Last week, two deaths were reported from Spain and
one each from Brazil and India.
Team Absolute|Thiruvananthapuram
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eath of the 22-year-old youth,
who came from the UAE to
Trissur on July 22, has now
been confirmed as the first
monkeypox casuality in
India, said Kerala health authorities on
Monday.
The samples were sent to NIV Pune
and the results came on Monday as positive.
22 year old Hafeez passed away on
Sunday and after that suspicions were
there if it was monkeypox. Soon the
health authorities swung into action and
started preparing a detailed contact list of
him after his arrival at the Kozhikode airport.
It has been found out that four of his
friends and his family members were also
there, to receive him at the airport.
The next day he was out playing football with his friends. On July 27, he collapsed and was taken to a local clinic and
from there he was moved to a hospital,
where he was undergoing treatement and
passed away on Sunday.
The health department has already
begun their job to get in touch with all
those who came in contact with the

MONKEYPOX SPREAD UNCHECKED IN INDIA, SUSPECTED MONKEY POX CASE
STIGMA LIKELY HINDERING TESTING: EXPERTS REPORTED IN RAJASTHAN
New Delhi: Monkeypox cases are spreading unchecked in India,
and the stigma attached to the disease is likely hindering the testing process in the country, health experts said on Monday.
The monkeypox outbreak, which was first reported in May, has
now spread to 78 countries with more than 18,000 cases, according
to the World Health Organization's last update issued on July 28.
India has so far reported five confirmed cases -- three in Kerala,
and one each in Delhi and Karnataka.
However, many cases may be spreading unchecked in the country,
Rajeev Jayadevan, Co-chairman of IMA's national task force on
Covid-19, told reporter.
While the chance of a super spreader event, like in Europe, is comparatively "small in India", the network "is more covert" here.
According to Ishwar Gilada, an infectious disease expert, the stigma attached to the name of the disease is acting as a great barrier
for people to come forward for testing.
Experts, however, have also argued that fear of stigmatising the
disease has set public health back.
The ICMR, meanwhile, has issued an open call for monkeypox vaccine development proposals from commercial businesses to safeguard those most at risk.

deceased. The health officials are also
finding out if any information was with-
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Special CBI court in
Madhya Pradesh has
awarded a seven-year
jail term to five accused in
connection with a case
related to the Madhya
Pradesh Pre Medical Test
(MPPMT) 2009 examination conducted by the
Vyavsayik Pariksha Mandal
(Vyapam).
The court sentenced
Satyapal Kustwar (candidate), Shailendra Kumar
(impersonator), Ravindra
Dulawat (candidate),
Ashish Uttam (impersonator) and Sanjay Dulawat

(middleman) to seven years
rigorous imprisonment.
The CBI had registered
the case in 2015 in compliance with the orders of the
Supreme Court and took
over the investigation from

SEVEN FROM PUNJAB
DROWN IN HIMACHAL LAKE
Shimla: Seven men
belonging to Punjab
drowned on Monday in
the Gobind Sagar lake
on the Sutlej in
Himachal Pradesh's
Una district while
swimming, police said.
A majority of the victims were aged
between 16 and 18
years. They were part of
a 11-member group
that came to the lake
for an excursion from Banur in Mohali district. The incident
took place at around 3.40 p.m. when one of the swimmers
began to drown and the others tried to save him.
However, four swimmers managed to return to safety.
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
expressed grief over the incident that occurred in Androli
village. The bodies have been retrieved by divers, an official
statement said.

Speaking to reporter, Superintendent Dr. Ajit Singh
said: "A young man came from Kishangarh late on
Sunday night. On initial diagnosis, it seemed to be
chicken pox. However, taking precautions, the
patient has been isolated. His samples have been
sent to SMS Medical College for monkeypox test.
No travel history of the patient has been revealed
yet."
"Once the report comes, it will be confirmed
whether it is monkeypox virus or chicken pox. In
such a situation, we have started the normal treatment," he said.
The doctor informed further: "The incubation period of the virus is 3-21 days, however, 11-12 days
isolation is mandatory. Meanwhile, as we have
tested his samples, we are waiting for reports
which come generally in 24-48 hours," he added.

held. State Revenue Minister K. Rajan,
who hails from Trissur, said so far 21 peo-

Five sentenced to 7 years in jail
by CBI court in Vyapam case
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Jaipur: A suspected case of monkeypox has been
reported in Rajasthan when a young man came
from Kishangarh late on Sunday night after being
referred to Jaipur.

the police station in
Indore's Sanyogitaganj.
The local police had
lodged the FIR against the
accused.
It was alleged that the
accused Kustwar and
Dulawat fraudulently qualified the MPPMT 2009
examination conducted by
Vyapam in 2009 through
impersonation.
Both the candidates were
allotted Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial (MGM) Medical
College at Indore as their
examination centre, and
subsequently, they attended the admission process
there.

ple have been identified as primary contacts and have been isolated.

4 HRY MLAS RECEIVED
DEATH THREAT CALLS FROM
MIDDLE EAST; 6 HELD
Chandigarh/Gurugram: Four legislators in
Haryana received death threat and extortion
calls from multiple phone numbers tracing to
the countries in the Middle East from June 24 to
28, the police said.
First Information Reports (FIRs) were lodged
against the threats and had been assigned to the
Haryana Special Task Force (STF) by Director
General of Police (DGP), P.K. Agrawal to investigate the matter.
Later, in a joint operation conducted by the
Haryana STF, central agencies, Mumbai Police
Crime Branch and the Bihar STF, six criminals
were arrested for their alleged involvement in
threatening and making extortion calls to four
Haryana MLAs, the Haryana STF officials said
on Sunday.
The accused were arrested from Mumbai and
Muzaffarpur in Bihar, they added.

 THE DATA SHOWED THAT PRICE OF WHEAT OR ATTA
INCREASED BY RS 5 FROM RS 24 IN THE YEAR JULY
2021 TO RS 29 IN JULY 2022. SIMILARLY, PRICES OF
SUGAR AND MUSTARD OIL ALSO WITNESSED A RISE
AS IT WENT UP BY RS 3 (FROM RS 38 TO RS 41) AND
BY RS 13 (FROM RS 172 TO RS 185) RESPECTIVELY,
DURING THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD.
 SIMILARLY, PRICES OF ESSENTIAL VEGETABLES
INCLUDING POTATO ALSO RECORDED AN INCREASE
FROM RS 18 TO RS 27. -HOWEVER, THE DATA
SHOWED THAT PRICES OF TOMATO AND ONION
DECREASED BY RS 13 AND RS 6 RESPECTIVELY, IN
JULY THIS YEAR, AS COMPARED TO THE LAST YEAR.
 SIMILARLY, PRICES OF GROUNDNUT OIL, SUNFLOWER OIL AND PALM OIL ALSO WITNESSED
REMARKABLE RISES OF RS 21, RS 18 AND RS 14 IN
JULY THIS YEAR AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME
PERIOD LAST YEAR.
 ON MONDAY, UNION FINANCE MINISTER NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN TOLD THE LOK SABHA THAT THE
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HAS REDUCED CUSTOMS
DUTY ON CRUDE PALM OIL FROM 35.75 PER CENT TO
FIRST 8.25 PER CENT AND NOW TO 5.5 PER CENT
ONLY, THUS DRASTICALLY CUTTING DUTIES SO
THAT THE COMMON PEOPLE FACE LOWER EDIBLE
OIL PRICES.

n an unprecedented development, Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
Monday admitted that he has "erred"
in praising the contribution of certain communities and sought "forgiveness" from the people of the
state.
In a signed statement, he said: "I
may have made some mistake in
praising the contribution of certain
communities in the development of
Mumbai at a public function on July
29."
Not only Maharashtra, everyone
has made a special contribution to
the development of the entire country, added Koshyari.
"But, if I have unknowingly made
some mistake in my speech, it should
not be construed as any kind disrespect for this great state... In the best
traditions of the great saints of
Maharashtra, it will show your large
heart by forgiving this humble servant of the state," appealed Koshyari
humbly, even as the issue had died a
natural death.

The Governor's statement of regret
- not witnessed by the state in its history - came four days after his comments lauding the Gujarati and
Rajasthani communities for their
benefaction to the progress of
Mumbai and Thane, and how - if
they were removed - Mumbai would
lose its money and status as the
country's commercial capital.
The utterances had sparked off a
massive political row, with the ruling
coalition of rebel Shiv Sena leader
and Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
and Bharatiya Janata Party leader
and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis
slamming the Governor.

K'taka students write letter
in blood to PM demanding
super specialty hospital
Uttara Kannada|Agencies

K

arnataka students from different organisations wrote a letter
in blood to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday demanding sanctioning of a super specialty
hospital for Uttara Kannada district.
The students gathered on
Mahatma Gandhi Road in Karwar
city and staged a protest, writing the
letter in their blood. They wrote
"namage beku super specialty hospital" (We need a super specialty hospital) and posted it to PM Modi.
They warned that they will boycott
the assembly elections if the hospital
is not sanctioned soon. The local
people said that though the district
has a large geographical area, the
services of not a single multi-specialty or super specialty hospital are
available to the public.

The people have to travel to Goa,
Hubballi, Udupi and Mangaluru for
emergency treatment. The demand
for the hospital grew stronger after
the death of 4 people from Honnavar
in the district on July 20.
The agitators said that they will
continue to write letters in blood to
Modi until their demand is fulfilled.

Money seized from Jharkhand MLAs given
to them in Kolkata, says Bengal CID
Kolkata|Agencies
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leuths of the Criminal
Investigation Department of
the West Bengal Police which
is probing the cash recovery from
three Jharkhand legislators at
Panchal in Howrah district on
Saturday evening, have reportedly
got clues that the little over Rs 48
lakhs that was recovered from the
boot of their car was handed to
them in Kolkata.
CID sources said they have
come across some CCTV footage
which shows that the three MLAs
checked into a hotel on Sudder
Street in central Kolkata on
Saturday morning. Sources added
that they did not register.
"They checked into a room and
soon came out and entered the
hotel bar. Soon a fourth person

joined them and after some interaction that fourth person left. But
soon he returned with a bag
which he handed over to the three
MLAs. We think that the bag contained the cash that was recovered
from the boot of the car the three
MLAs were travelling in," a CID

source said. He said that a trader
based out of central Kolkata is
under their scanner. Sources confirmed that after the fourth person
left, the three MLAs spent some
time in the hotel bar drinking
beer, following which they too left
the hotel.

Delhi: Kitchen commodity prices
record substantial rise in July
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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mid the debate over inflation and price rise, the latest data from the
Consumer Affairs Department
revealed that prices of kitchen
commodities including wheat,
rice, sugar, edible oil and essential vegetables such as potato
recorded substantial jumps in
the month of July as compared
to the last year, in Delhi.
Traders associations agreed
that the price rise coupled with
poor job situation has impacted
the common households in the
country.
"You can see the markets in

Delhi and other cities.
Purchasing capacity of common
people has come down drastically. There has been lesser
footfalls in all the markets and

people have started cutting into
their expenditure. Rise in different taxes, job loss after Covid
and price rise have a detrimental effect on the pockets of the

common man. Leave alone the
people at the bottom, even the
middle class have been impacted badly through this," said
Ramesh Parashar, national secretary of the traders association
AIUTUC.
As per the government data,
inflation has stayed over 7 per
cent for three months.
In June, the consumer price
index (CPI)-based inflation was
recorded at 7.01 per cent.
However, inflation has eased
since the RBI started to hike the
repo rate in May. On May 4, the
RBI hiked the key interest rate
by 40 basis points in a surprise
announcement.
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INDIA STILL FASTEST GROWING ECONOMY, NO After Oppn assures not to bring placards into
House, LS Speaker withdraws suspension of 4 MPs
SIGN OF RECESSION: FM ON PRICE RISE DEFENCE
T
F
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Monday
that India is still the fastest
growing economy whose financial
situation is much better than most
other countries.
Speaking during a debate on the
issue of price hike in the Lok Sabha,
Sitharaman said the global agencies
have ranked India's economy higher
than most countries and there is no
sign of recession in the country.
While comparing India with
neighbouring countries such as
China, Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
Bangladesh as well as the US and
European countries, she said that
on the basis of various parameters
and data, India is in a much better
state than most other countries at
the global level.
"We never saw a pandemic of this
kind before and all of us were trying
to make sure that people are provided extra help. I recognise the role

played by everybody, including the
MPs and state governments," she
said.
The minister added, "I fully credit
the people of India for this... Even
amid adversity, we were able to
stand up and be recognised as the
fastest growing economy."

During the debate, there was a
war words between Sitharaman and
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, DMK MP Kanimozhi,
Trinamool Congress MPs Saugata
Roy and Sudip Bandyopadhyay.
Another Trinamool MP, Kalyan
Banerjee, sharply criticised

Two months on, Assam youth
still in jail for Facebook comment
Guwahati|Agencies
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22-year-old youth of Amguri town in
Assam's Sivsagar district has been in
jail for more than two months after he
had allegedly posted a comment on
Facebook in support of banned terror outfit
United Liberation Front of AsomIndependent (ULFA-I).
Bitupan Changmai, who had commented
on a Jorhat college girl-student Barshashree
Buragohain's poem that she posted on
Facebook, was subsequently nabbed by the
police on the allegation of supporting ULFAI.
Changmai was arrested from his house on
May 19, and presented in the Sivsagar district court the next day.
He was booked under 120B/121/121A sections of the IPC and the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Preventions) Act has also been
slapped on him.
He was lodged in the Sivsagar district jail
after the magistrate sent him to judicial custody.
The Officer-In-Charge of Amguri police
station told IANS that they were informed by
the cyber cell of the 'unlawful' activities of
Changmai, and was instructed to take him in
the custody. The police then went to his
house and arrested Bitupan. The police officer also said that the 22-year-old has completed his studies and was probably looking

Sitharaman and even said, "You
don't know how to talk."
As the opposition members were
not satisfied with her reply, many
leaders cutting across party lines
staged a walkout.
The Finance Minister, who is facing criticism over the GST imposed
on food items, also clarified that no
GST has been imposed on pencils,
adding that no GST is being levied
on loose items. "Today morning we
announced GST collection for July
at Rs 1.49 lakh crore, the second
highest since the introduction of
GST. This is the sixth consecutive
month when collections have been
above 1.4 lakh crore," the minister
said.
Sitharaman added that the government is making efforts to bring
down retail inflation below 7 per
cent. Talking about domestic commodities, she underlined that prices
of edible oil have corrected sharply
following the steps taken by the
government.

they wanted to protest.
As the proceedings began
in the Lok Sabha last
Monday after the swearingin ceremony of President
Droupadi Murmu, the opposition members started slo-
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for a job. Barshashree Buragohain, who was
accused of "supporting" ULFA-I, was granted
bail recently by the Gauhati High Court.
Following that, the chorus has grown for
Bitupan Changmai's release as well. Few
organisations have submitted that the government should take steps to free the 22year-old youth so that he can lead a normal
life. Changmai's mother has also issued an
appeal for his release. It was learned that he
had applied for a few jobs but missed
appearing in the interviews as he was behind
the bars. When asked about his release,
Additional Superintendent of Police of
Sivsagar district Arif Ahmed said the matter
is pending before the court.

he Delhi High Court on
Monday observed that no bar
licence was ever issued in
favour of Smriti Irani or her daughter, while dealing with a civil
defamation suit filed by Union minister Irani against Congress leaders
Jairam Ramesh, Pawan Khera and
Netta D'Souza, who alleged that the
former was running an 'illegal' bar in
BJP-ruled Goa.
Justice Mini Pushkarna said the
court perused various documents on
record issued by the government of
Goa and the office of Commissioner
of Excise, which have been
addressed to one Anthony Dgama,
and not to Irani or her family members.
"Considering the documents on
record, it is clearly seen that there
was no licence which was ever
issued in favour of the plaintiff or her
daughter. The plaintiff or her daughter are not the owners of the restaurant. It has also been established by
the plaintiff prima facie that the
plaintiff or her daughter never
applied for licence. "Neither the
restaurant nor the land on which the
restaurant exists is owned by the

Team Absolute|New Delhi

plaintiff or her daughter. Even the
show-cause notice issued by the government of Goa is not in the name of
the plaintiff or her daughter. All
these facts have also been affirmed
in the affidavit submitted by the
plaintiff," the court observed.
Justice Pushkarna further said: "I
am of prima facie view that slanderous and libellous allegations have
been levelled against the plaintiff
without verifying the actual facts.
Great injury has been caused to the
reputation of the plaintiff and her
family in view of the various tweets
and re-tweets which followed the

August 31, to the L-G.
"The orders allowing the liquor
stores to remain open after July 31
will be issued after the L-G's
approval."
At least 468 private liquor shops
in the city was supposed to shut
down from Monday after the expiry
of their licences the previous day.
Meanwhile, the Delhi government has given an extension of two
months to liquor shops with L-3/33
license to operate till September
30.However, it has also decided to
return to the old regime of retail
liquor sale in the city for six
months following the L-G's recommendation for a CBI probe into the
implementation of the new excise
policy.

P

rivate liquor shops in the
national capital which were
scheduled to shut down from
Monday, can now remain open for
one month.
"The Delhi government has
decided to extend existing licences
of liquor shops till August 31," said
a source on Monday.
However, the shops will open
only after the Excise Department's
order following getting the
approval from Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) V.K. Saxena.
According to the source, the AAP
government has sent decision of its
Cabinet to extend existing liquor
vend licences for one month, up to

5G auction: Which telco got what,
what bands were sold the most

press conference held by defendant
No. 1, 2 and 3 (Ramesh, Khera,
D'Souza).""Since the plaintiff commands an esteemed position as a
minister in the Government of India
and considering the nature of her
public office, there is immense public glare and scrutiny of any information about the plaintiff in public
domain.
"Defendant No. 1 to 3 (Congress
leaders) have conspired with each
other and other individuals and
organisations to launch a tirade of
false, scathing and belligerent personal attack on the plaintiff and her

daughter with a common motive to
malign, defame and injure the reputation, moral character and public
image of the plaintiff and her daughter," Pushkarna added. The court
also issued summons to the abovementioned Congress leaders and
directed them to remove the tweets
related to the allegations levelled
against Irani and her daughter.
The case is related to the political
controversy surrounding the 'Silly
Souls Cafe and Bar', allegedly operated by Irani's daughter Zoish Irani
in Goa's Assagao.
The Congress has alleged that the
daughter of Irani was running an
illegal bar in BJP-ruled Goa.
While Irani refuted Congress' allegations, terming them as "malicious"
intended to "malign" her and assassinate the character of her 18-yearold student daughter, the Congress
urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to sack her as Union minister.
Prior to her plea in the high court,
Irani had served legal notice to the
Congress leaders and demanded a
written apology, asking them to
withdraw the allegations levelled
against her daughter with immediate
effect.

Jharkhand-based advocate arrested
in Kolkata with Rs 50L in cash

Kolkata|Agencies

Jharkhand-based
advocate was arrested
from a shopping mall
in Kolkata with Rs 50 lakhs
in cash.
The accused has been
identified as Rajiv Kumar.
A statement issued by the
city police claimed that
Kumar filed a PIL against a
Kolkata-based businessman
at the Ranchi High Court.
The advocate approached
the businessman concerned
and made an offer to withdraw the PIL provided the
businessman pays him a
ransom of Rs 10 crore.
Kumar also threatened
the businessman to get his
residence and office raided
by the central agency
sleuths if he does not pay

A

the ransom amount.
However, after a lot of
bargaining, the ransom
amount was settled at Rs 1
crore,
Meanwhile, the businessman contacted the police
and accordingly, he asked
Kumar to come to Kolkata
and receive Rs 50 lakhs as
an advance payment.
"It was agreed between
Rajiv Kumar and the businessman concerned after
receiving Rs 50 lakhs as
advance, Kumar will withdraw the PIL at Ranchi High
Court, following which he
will be paid the remaining
amount of Rs 50 lakhs.
However, we laid a trap and
Rajiv Kumar was caught
red-handed," said a city
police official.

Pinarayi Vijayan violated all rules during
Sharjah ruler's visit to Kerala: Swapna Suresh

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Kochi|Agencies
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wapna Suresh, the prime accused
in the gold smuggling case, on
Monday alleged that Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan not only violated protocol but also his oath of office
when he broke all rules during the visit
of Sharjah's ruler to the state in 2017.
Speaking to the media, Swapna
claimed that neither the Union Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) nor the UAE
Consulate knew about thee change in
the itinerary of the visiting dignitary
from Kozhikode to the state capital.
"The original plan to hand over the
honorary doctorate D'lit of the Calicut
University to the Sharjah ruler was fixed
at Kozhikode. But later without the
knowledge of MEA, it was moved to
Thiruvananthapuram. Then the travel
plan was re-routed by me from the
hotel where they were staying from the
Raj Bhavan. This is known to Manoj
Abraham (one of Kerala's top police
official)," she said, adding that this act
was a serious misuse of Vijayan's office,
his powers and the system for his personal needs.
"This was done so that Vijayan and
his wife could speak to the dignitary so

S

MHz band.
The 2100 MHz airwaves
got bids worth Rs 3,180
crore. Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance Jio emerged as the
top bidder in India's 5G
spectrum auction, acquiring
24,740 MHz spectrum worth
Rs 88,078 crore.
Sunil Mittal's Bharti Airtel
was the second-highest bidder with 19,867 MHz spectrum in various bands worth
Rs 43,084 crore. Vodafone
Idea, at third place, received
2,668 MHz worth Rs 18,784
crore while a unit of Adani
Group acquired 400 MHz
spectrum in 26 GHz band

worth Rs 212 crore.
Overall, the country saw
bids worth Rs 1,50,173 crore
for 71 per cent of total 5G
airwaves spectrum in this
latest auction. About 72,098
MHz of spectrum was
offered for auction and out
of that, 51,236 MHz has been
sold. Reliance Jio took the
more expensive 700MHz in
all 22 circles. The band has a
range from 5-10 km which
gives good base coverage.
Airtel acquired 19,867.8
MHz spectrum in 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100MHz, 3300
MHz and 26 GHz frequency
bands for Rs 43,084 crore.

ganeering on the issue of
price rise and hiked GST
rates. Some MPs were seen
holding placards and banners and some Opposition
MPs reached the well of the
House.

Goa bar row: Cong leaders conspired to malign
Smriti Irani's reputation, says Delhi HC
T

Private liquor shops to remain
open for a month in Delhi

ith India successfully ending its mega
5G spectrum auction with bids worth Rs
1,50,173 crore for 71 per cent
of total 5G airwaves, here is
the overall breakup of the
amount as well as various
bands, including the superexpensive 700 MHz band
that has a 5-10 km range
which gives good base coverage for densely-populated
areas.
If we look band-wise, the
pricey 700 MHz band saw
bids worth Rs 39,270 crore.
The most popular
3300MHz band saw bids
worth 80,590 crore and the
1800MHz band received
bids worth Rs 10,376 crore.
The 26MHz band got bids
worth Rs 14,709 crore while
800 MHz band received bids
worth Rs 1,050 crore.
Around Rs 650 crore went
to the 2500 MHz band while
Rs 349 crore went to the 900

he Lok Sabha Speaker
withdrew the suspension of four Congress
MPs on Monday after the
Opposition assured that they
will not bring placards into
the House.
Speaker Om Birla gave the
ruling and asked the members to respect the sanctity
of the House. The proposal
for the withdrawal of the
suspensions was moved by
parliamentary affairs minister Pralhad Joshi.
The four Congress MPs -Manickam Tagore, Ramya
Haridas, Jothimani and T.N.
Prathapan -- were suspended last Monday for the entire
Monsoon Session ending
August 12 for holding
protests with placards inside
the House. Speaker Om Birla
had earlier warned them to
behave and not to wave the
placards inside the House if

as to help their daughter Veena Vijayan
to start an IT business hub at Sharjah.
Prior to that meeting, I reached his official residence and took part in a meeting which included Vijayan, his wife,
high ranking official Nalini Netto, his
principal secretary M. Sivasankar. They
wanted to find out how much gold
should be presented so as to see that
his daughter's proposed business flourish.
"Even more serious is I am trying to
get the documents of a very grave mistake which Vijayan, his office and
Sivasankar committed which is against
national security. Once I get the evidence, it will be revealed," added

Swapna. "These are not allegations, but
facts, for which I have evidences and
will be given out."
The gold smuggling case surfaced in
July 2020 and after a week, Swapna was
arrested from Bengaluru.
When the news of her links with
Vijayan first surfaced, he said he did not
know her. But later when visuals
appeared, he changed his stance, saying she was an employee of the UAE
Consulate here and have seen her with
the Consulate officials.However it was
after her release from jail after over a
year, Swapna revealed that at the appropriate time she reveal how much
Vijayan actually knows her.

It is learnt that Kumar
had been the mastermind
behind as many as 800 PILs.
"It seems that filing PILs
was part of his bigger ploy
to trap and blackmail the
rich and get a heavy ransom
amount from them. We are
interrogating him," the official added.
On Saturday evening,
three MLAs from Jharkhand
namely Irfan Ansari from
Jamtara, Rajesh Kacchap
from Khijri and Naman
Bixal Kongari from Kolebira,
were nabbedwith cash
amount of little over RS 48
lakhs from Panchla in
Kolkata.
On Sunday, a lower court
in Howrah district remanded them to 10 days of police
custody.

3 KANWARIYAS KILLED
IN UP ROAD ACCIDENT
Varanasi: Three
Kanwariyas were killed and
two seriously injured in an
accident that took place on
the Prayagraj-Varanasi
highway on Monday. The
incident took place when
two bikes collided head on
in the service lane.
The two injured
Kanwariyas have been
admitted to a hospital for
treatment. Efforts are
underway to ascertain the
names and addresses of
the three Kanwariyas who
lost their lives in the accident.

CHANGE OF NAME
I Sangeeta wife Havaldar
Neeraj Kumar Verma resident of Madhoganj Haat
(MP) My name is
Sangeeta registered in my
husband's service record
which is wrong, my correct and full name is
Sangeeta Verma, which I
want to enter in my husband's service record.
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FIRE BREAKS OUT IN JABALPUR
HOSPITAL; 10 KILLED
At least 10 people have been killed after a massive fire broke
out on Monday in a hospital in Madhya Pradesh's Jabalpur,
officials said.
Team Absolute | Jabalpur

A

t least 10 people have been
killed after a massive fire
broke out on Monday in a
hospital in Madhya Pradesh's
Jabalpur, officials said.Several fire
tenders were rushed to the New Life
Multispeciality Hospital to bring the
blaze under control, an official said,
adding the rescue operations were
underway.
Many people including patients
and hospital staff are said to be present inside the building.
According to sources, the fire
broke out due to a short-circuit on
the ground floor. Following the incident, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced an ex gratia of
Rs 5 lakh each for the next of kin of
the four deceased.
Superintendent of Police (SP)

Siddharth Bahuguna said the fire
erupted at New Life Multi-speciality
Hospital near Damoh Naka under
Jabalpur's Gohalpur police station

area in the afternoon. Kushargra
Thakur, fire officer at Jabalpur, said
they received a call at around 2.15
pm after which four fire engines and

NIA interrogated 2 suspects
during raids: Home Minister

M

adhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra said on
Monday that two persons were
interrogated by a team of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) during raids in the state
on Sunday.Addressing the
press, Mishra claimed that two
suspects who were allegedly
involved in creating a divide in
the name of the banned
Islamic State (IS) on social
media, were detained but were

Mohammed Anas and
Mohammed Jubair, for interrogation.Mishra said that the
NIA had conducted searches
at 13 places across six states,
including Bhopal and Raisen's
Silwani, in connection with the
ISIS module and Bihar's
Phulwari Sharif cases.
However, when asked to elaborate, the Home Minister said
that the central agency did not
share information with the
state."

Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he Madhya Pradesh government on Monday
announced a Dearness
Allowance (DA) hike of 3 per

Team Absolute |Bhopal

A

man was forced to
carry his mother's body
on his motorcycle for
over 50 km after a government-run hospital denied a
hearse van to him in Madhya
Pradesh's Shahdol district.
The deceased was identified as Jaimantri Yadav, a resident of Anuppur district
(located in Madhya PradeshChhattisgarh border).
A few day ago, she was
admitted to a government
hospital with an acute chest
pain. As her condition deteriorated, Anuppur district hospital authorities referred her
to a medical college-cum district hospital in adjoining dis-

T

o improve the inter state road
connectivity, Union Minister of
Road Transport and Highways,
Nitin Gadkari laid foundation of five
new road projects worth ?23,000 crore
in a programme held at Brilliant
Convention Centre in Indore, on

Monday. Nitin Gadkari along with
Chief Minister Shivaraj Singh
Chauhan inaugurated the project with
a single click of remote in the programme. State Public Works
Department Minister Gopal Bhargava
was also present in the inaugural ceremony. These projects will strengthen

to the motor-cycle which was
riden by the woman's son for
around 50 km.
The incident came to light
after someone, who filmed
the act, uploaded it on social
media which soon went viral.
Notably, it is not first such
incident in Madhya Pradesh
where due to unavailability of
ambulance, families had to
take the bodies on their own.
On July 11, an 8-year-old
child was seen waiting for a
vehicle to take the body of his
two-year-old brother to
home after the hospital
authority refused to provide
hear van in Guna district.

Singh Chouhan announced
through a video message.
Currently, the Madhya
Pradesh state government
employees gets a total 31 per
cent DA. The government had
hiked 11 per cent DA to it's
employees in March this year.
The hiked DA will be imple-

centrally located Madhya Pradesh's
connectivity with its border states like
Maharashtra and other south Indian
states. The key focus of these projects
will be Indore and its nearby areas.
Under the project, government will
lay 119 km roads on national highway
that will pass through the state. As per

the details, a four lane road will be
constructed between Tejaji Nagar in
Indore to Balwara that will lie in the
Indore-Burhanpur section. Along with
this, a four lane road in the IndoreRaghogharh route that will lie in the
Indore-Harda section and a six lane fly
over in the Indore's Rau circle will also
be built to increase intra-state connectivity. As per the officials, Union
Minister also laid foundation for the
reconstruction of a service road at Rau
Circle and for strengthening the existing road between Tejaji Nagar and
Balwara in Indore.
The programme also marked the
MoU agreement between Madhya
Pradesh Road Development
Corporation Limited and National
Highways Authority of India for the
development of 14 rope-way projects
in the state.

Main accused in Khargone
communal violence held
Team Absolute|Bhopal

cent for the state government
employees bringing them on
par with the Central government employees. Now, the
state government employees
will be getting a total 34 per
cent DA, equal to that of the
Central government employees, Chief Minister Shivraj

trict - Shahdol, where she
died during treatment, a hospital employee told IANS on
Monday.
After the woman died, her
son tried to arrange for a
hearse to take the body home
for cremation but to no avail.
However, there was no
hearse available at the hospital, the employee said on
condition of anonymity.
The family tried to arrange
for a private ambulance but
due to exorbitant charges,
they decided to take the body
on a two-wheeler.
Subsequently, the body was
wrapped in a bedsheet, tied

Team Absolute|Indore

DA hiked by 3% for MP govt
employees: CM Chouhan
 The Madhya
Pradesh government on Monday
announced a
Dearness Allowance
(DA) hike of 3 per
cent for the state
government
employees bringing
them on par with
the Central government employees.

 A man was forced
to carry his mother's body on his
motorcycle for over
50 km after a government-run hospital denied a hearse
van to him in
Madhya Pradesh's
Shahdol district.

 Union Minister for Road
Transport and
Highways,Nitin Gadkari
laid foundation of five
new road projects worth
?23,000 crore on Monday.
These projects will
improve inter and intrastate connectivity in
Madhya Pradesh

THAT TWO PERSONS WERE INTERROGATED BY A TEAM
OF THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (NIA) DURING RAIDS IN THE STATE ON SUNDAY.

released after
investigation."Both suspects
were released by NIA after
interrogation and the central
agency has prepared clones of
their (suspects) mobile phones
and laptops," he added.
On Sunday, the NIA had
conducted searches across
Bhopal and Raisen districts of
Madhya Pradesh over activities
involving the terror group ISIS
and seized incriminating documents and other material.
The central agency had taken
two suspects, identified as

DENIED HEARSE, MP MAN TAKES MOTHER'S
BODY ON BIKE FOR CREMATION

GADKARI INAUGURATES 23,000 CR ROAD PROJECTS

HOME MINISTER NAROTTAM MISHRA SAID ON MONDAY

Team Absolute|Bhopal

around 40 firemen rushed to the
spot. The fire is said to have broken
out in a generator adjoining the hospital owing to voltage fluctuation. It
first engulfed the pharmacy which
was run by the hospital itself, and
then blocked the main entry-exit of
the hospital. The nearest fire station
was that of ISBT, about 500 metres
away from the hospital, and the firefighters reached almost instantly.
The fire team rescued seven people from inside the hospital, most of
whom where unconscious and had
severe burn injuries.
Speaking to media persons,
Thakur said, "The hospital had gotten a fire safety plan approved, but
they had not installed a static installation after which they would be
given a fire NOC. Regarding this, a
notice was also issued to the hospital recently."

New Delhi, Tuesday, August 02, 2022

mented from current month
(August) and therefore, the
state government employees
will receive it in September
month's salary, he announced.
"It would add around Rs 625
crore additional financial burden to the Madhya Pradesh
government," Chouhan said.
It would benefit over seven
crore state government
employees. Last time, when 11
per cent DA was hiked, the
state employees had demanded that they should also get
equal to the Central government employees.
With just 15 months to go
for the Assembly elections,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan-led BJP
government has fulfilled the
employees' demand.

T

he main accused in communal
violence during a Ram Navami
procession in Madhya Pradesh's
Khargone city was arrested on Sunday,
over three months after the incident,
police said Sunday.
Shamiullah Khan (30), a native of
Kamharwadi-Mohan Talkies area of
Khargone, was arrested from the border of Khargone and Dhar districts on
Sunday.
A listed goon under the Khargone
Kotwali police station, he has been
accused in at least 10 cases, including
attempt to murder, abduction and
attack on government servants as well
as the April 10 violence.
Acting on specific intelligence
inputs, the man on the run was tracked
and nabbed from Dhar-Khargone district border. Carrying a bounty of Rs

10,000 on his head in connection with
the April 10 violence, Shamiulaah was
on the run since then. The Khargone
district administration had invoked the
National Security Act (NSA) against
him. He had been externed from the
district in the past. As per the NSA warrant issued against him, Shamiullah
was sent to jail in Indore, after his
arrest on Sunday. "He has been arrested in connection with the NSA warrant
issued against him and has been sent
to jail. The Khargone police will seek
his police remand and grill him in connection with the April 10 arson and
violence case registered against him as
well as his possible linkages to other
cases pertaining to the Ram Navami
communal violence," Khargone SP
Dharnaveer Singh said.
Shamiullah was also running a
shadow outfit MIM. In an ongoing
probe, it is believed that he was the

prime mastermind behind the large
scale arson and violence in
Kamharwadi-Mohan Talkies area,
which was the epicentre of the April 10
violence. Stone pelting had occurred
during a Ram Navami procession in
Khargone on April 10, leading to clashes between two communities and
arson. One person (hailing from the
minority community) was killed and
over three dozen others, including
then Khargone district police superintendent Siddharth Chaudhary were
injured in the acts of communal violence that continued all throughout
Ram Navami night. Indefinite curfew
which was imposed on the entire
municipal limits of Khargone town was
lifted after 22 days. Around 90 cases
were registered in connection with the
Ram Navami communal violence and
over 185 persons have been arrested in
connection with various cases.

An all women-panchayat in Madhya Pradesh raises hopes
of better schooling, anganwadi facilities for children
Team Absolute | Bhopal

C

hildren are often denied an education because there
are no government schools in this village. To attend
school, they need to travel almost 5 km to Pandariya
village," admits farmer Bhairon Singh Jatav, who owns a
1.25 acre farm.
Jatav isn't the only one irked by the lack of a government
school in Adampur Chhawani, Phanda Janpad of Bhopal
district.Labourer Ballobai agrees: "Our village suffers from
lack of good roads, electricity and drainage. But these problems fall small compared to the need for educational facilities here which affect the future of our children."
"There is no school or anganwadi here. Ten years ago, an
anganwadi was set up in a rented accommodation. The
structure is lying in shambles now. Shut since last five
years, it is being used as a shelter for animals," Ballobai
laments. She believes it to be wiser to elect women for the
Gram Panchayat, as they "might take the access to educational facilities more seriously compared to previous male
representatives."
The sarpanch and 20 panchayat members of this allwomen panchayat were elected unopposed this year. The
panchayat members elected by this village of 3,842 people
are a heterogenous lot comprising graduates, those who
are contesting elections for the first time, and also those

who have only studied up to fifth grade. Interestingly,
although the sarpanch's seat was reserved for a Backward
Caste (OBC) candidate without specific gender priority, 22year-old housewife Krishna Rawat has been elected as the
sarpanch. In the previous term, though the panchayat was
led by a woman - Shakun Neemnarayan - the rest of the
panchayat members were male.
Local resident Misribai told 101Reporters: "Besides education, roads, and drainage, the garbage dump in Adampur
is a big issue. The stench and leachate from this dump have
contaminated the waters of Adampur and Haripur villages
too. We sincerely hope that our women-only panchayat
tackles this issue."
Earlier this month, 101Reporters had covered the landfill
disaster impacting almost 200 families of Adampur
Chhawani Gram Panchayat, which seems to be the piping
issue this election.
Developmental roadmap
Sarpanch Krishna Rawat, who holds a postgraduate
degree and was elected unopposed by the electorate, told
101Reporters that a roadmap for the development of
Adampur Chhawani was underway.
"We have decided to renovate the building in which the
anganwadi was functioning in the past, and get it up and
running. Since a year and a half, when I moved to this village, I have been seeing children attend schools in neigh-

bouring villages. Thus, I have prioritised the setting up of a
government primary or middle school here."
Explaining the seriousness of the landfill issue, she
added: "There was a lot of opposition by villagers when the
landfill was shifted here by the City Corporation. It now
poses a major problem. The only solution regarding the
landfill is to ensure that it is maintained with due diligence.
We will start off by filing complaints. If these produce no
results, we will resort to protests."
Rawat believes that the leachate from the garbage landfill
is affecting the water resources of neighbouring villages,
and orders of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) are not
being followed.
Based on the prize money announcement to an unopposed all-women panchayat, newly elected Rashmi awaits
to disburse the amount for the school construction plan.
CM Shivraj Singh Chauhan had declared a 15 lakh cash
incentive for a collectively agreed upon all-women panchayat.
Furthermore, she points out: "There have been no roads
built in our village since 2019. Neither are there enough
drains; the few existing ones are in a state of disrepair. We
have hence commenced work on building drains, while
preparing to handle the other jobs in due course."
Echoing Rashmi's development views, her colleague,
Seema says that they intend to send across the anganwadi

and school construction plans to the Zilla Panchayat soon.
"If necessary, we shall take it up with the local MLA, and
the Chief Minister too."
Explaining the closure of the local anganwadi, exsarpanch Neemnarayan says: "The anganwadi was functioning from rented premises in the past. But owing to the
sad state of the building, it had to be shut down for safety
reasons. We were planning to renovate the building when
the panchayat elections came by. Hence, nothing could be
done."
How an all-women panchayat came into being
Recounting the process, Bilkhariya Mandal Prashant
Thakur, ex-deputy sarpanch told 101Reporters, 'Initially,
the villagers had proposed my name as the sarpanch but
following CM's announcement, I thought of an all-women
panchayat. We agreed to have my younger brother's wife
Krishna's name proposed instead. Further, the village elders and ex-panchayat members agreed to it."
Commenting on her family proposing the candidature of
daughter-in-law Krishna for the post of village sarpanch,
mother-in-law Kusumbai said: "When my son first recommended my daughter-in-law for the position, I was hesitant, wondering how she'd juggle our home with administrative responsibilities. But today, I'm proud of her for taking on the reins of the village."
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ROLE OF REGIONAL POWERS FOR
AFGHANISTAN'S DEVELOPMENT

Covid infection may
accelerate brain ageing
ovid-19 infections may predispose individuals to developing irreversible neurological
conditions, finds a study. The study by
Houston Methodist researchers showed that
Covid infection may increase the likelihood of
strokes and may increase the chance of developing persistent brain lesions that can lead to brain
bleeding. Covid-19 is known to invade and
infect the brain, among other major organs.
Several brain imaging studies on Covid victims
and survivors have confirmed the formation of
microbleed lesions in deeper brain regions related to our cognitive and memory functions. In the
review study, published in the journal Ageing
Research Reviews, researchers have critically
evaluated the possible chronic neuropathological outcomes in ageing and comorbid populations if timely therapeutic intervention is not
implemented. Microbleeds are emerging neuropathological signatures frequently identified in
people suffering from chronic stress, depressive
disorders, diabetes and age-associated comorbidities. Based on their earlier findings, the investigators discuss how Covid-induced microhaemorrhagic lesions may exacerbate DNA
damage in affected brain cells, resulting in neuronal senescence and activation of cell death
mechanisms, which ultimately impact brain
microstructure-vasculature. In addition, cellular
ageing is thought to be accelerated in Covid
patients. A plethora of cellular stresses inhibit the
virus-infected cells from undergoing their normal biological functions and let them enter into
"hibernation mode" or even die completely. The
study also suggests various strategies to improve
some of these long-term neuropsychiatric and
neurodegenerative outcomes, as well as outlines
the importance of the therapeutic regimen of the
"nanozyme" in combination with various FDAapproved drugs that may prove successful to
fight against this catastrophic disease. However,
given the ever-evolving nature of this field, associations like the ones described in this review show
the fight against Covid is far from over, said the
researchers, and reinforce the message that getting vaccinated and maintaining proper hygiene
are key in trying to prevent such long-term and
detrimental consequences.

C

Asad Mirza

T

he Tashkent Conference
on Afghanistan has highlighted the need for the
regional players to play a
constructive role for
reconstruction of Afghanistan, in
collaboration with the West.

Tashkent Conference
Uzbekistan hosted an international conference in Tashkent last
week (July 27) to garner support for
the economic and social revival of
Afghanistan. The Ambassador-atLarge of the Kazakh Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Talgat Kaliyev invited participants of the "Afghanistan:
Security and Economic
Development" conference in
Tashkent to make joint efforts to
ensure peace and stability in
Afghanistan calling the country a
"bridge between Central and South
Asia". Kaliyev said that Kazakhstan
is ready to strengthen trade and
humanitarian ties with Afghanistan.
The socio-economic reconstruction of Afghanistan along with the
implementation of infrastructure
and humanitarian projects
designed to bring the long-awaited
peace to the Afghan people were
key points on the conference agenda. More than 100 delegations from
nearly 30 countries and international organisations attended the conference.
President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev urged the interim government of Afghanistan "to demonstrate strong will" to take decisive
measures to counter terrorism, and
break ties with all international terrorist organisations. According to
Mirziyoyev, such measures will help
to build confidence for the interim
government and open real
prospects for Afghanistan's sustainable development with its immediate neighbourhood and the international community.

IEA's stand
The head of the Afghan delegation, Taliban-appointed acting
Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi harped on the old demands
of unfreezing Afghan assets and
international recognition but also
opined that the majority of the delegations were in a supportive mood,
which showed a positive development in relations with his country.
He described unfreezing of Afghan
reserves and removal of sanctions
as "a fundamental step towards normalisation of relations" between
Kabul and Washington.
Another positive point was that
the participants understood the
message related to the real situation
in Afghanistan, which will hopefully
lay the ground for political and economic engagement, he was reported as saying.
Muttaqi also assured everyone
that Afghanistan will "no longer be a
source of instability in the region",
but overall the international community seems unconvinced about
this promise.
In his address he said that, we
stand ready to establish positive
relations with all world countries in
the framework of mutual respect

and legitimate bilateral interests, we
also call on other world countries to
begin official engagement with the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) to secure long-term legitimate
bilateral interests.
This conference came days after
the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
released a report outlining the
human rights situation in
Afghanistan over the 10 months
since the Taliban takeover.
The report summarises the
UNAMA's findings with regards to
the protection of civilians, extrajudicial killings, torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary arrests and detentions, the rights of women and girls,
fundamental freedoms and the situation in places of detention in
Afghanistan. The report also contained recommendations to both
the de facto authorities and the
international community.
Despite an overall, significant
reduction in armed violence,
between mid-August 2021 and midJune 2022, UNAMA recorded 2106
civilian casualties (700 killed, 1406
wounded).

US Approach

European Union, the US and other
Western officials interacted with the
Taliban, which is not unprecedented since Washington negotiated
with them in Doha, Qatar, for years.
In Tashkent also, the Taliban reiterated their demands and sought
concessions from the U.S. delegation, led by Thomas West, Biden
administration's special representative for Afghanistan. West held further bilateral talks with the Taliban
following the conference on July 28.
Emphasising that America
remains the largest donor for
Afghanistan, West pointed to four
sectors that Washington specifically
backs -- agriculture, health, livelihoods and education. He said the
international community prevented
starvation in Afghanistan last winter; the US spent nearly a billion
dollars in humanitarian aid since
August 2021 and that the US is not
blocking any aid or business from
assisting the Afghan people.
West also addressed the issue of
restrictions on women and girls'
education in Afghanistan and said
"we are concerned about human
rights abuses, including restrictions
on journalists and women's ability
to contribute to the country's economic growth".
Observers in Tashkent report that
delegations were diverse in
approach and at times quite critical
of each other in their statements,
but all credited the host,
Uzbekistan, for urging the world to
engage with Afghanistan's challenges.
President Mirziyoyev challenged
the international community to create "real prerequisites for
Afghanistan to become a peaceful,
stable and prosperous land - free
from terrorism, wars and narcotics".
Frederick Starr, an American
expert who attended the conference,
observed
that the key
issue is not

international

Representatives of the UN, the

Ukraine President's comments
likely to intensify fears of
worldwide grain shortage

MCKINNEY FIRE GROWS TO BECOME
LARGEST IN CALIFORNIA THIS YR
San Francisco|Agencies

A

fast-moving wildfire,
dubbed the McKinney
Fire, has grown to become
the largest wildfire so far this
year in California within only
three days.The wildfire began on
Friday afternoon in the Klamath
National Forest in Siskiyou
County near the CaliforniaOregon border, reports Xinhua
news agency.
It has scorched over 52,000
acres (210.4 square km) with
zero containment as of Sunday
evening, according to the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
(CAL FIRE).Governor Gavin
Newsom on Saturday declared a
state of emergency for Siskiyou
County due to the effects of the
McKinney Fire and two additional fires in the area.Henoted
that the McKinney Fire, which
had been intensified and spread

by dry fuels, extreme drought
conditions, high temperatures,
winds and lightning storms, has
destroyed homes, threatened
critical infrastructure and forced
the evacuation of almost 2,000
residents.The Siskiyou County
Sheriff's Office said on
Facebook that life-saving efforts,
and protecting and patrolling
evacuated areas will continue to

be a priority for the agency and
other assisting law enforcement
agencies on Sunday night."All
evacuation orders and warnings
remain in place," the agency
said.The McKinney Fire quickly
overtook the Oak Fire that was
burning in Mariposa County to
be the largest wildfire of 2022 in
the state.CAL FIRE data showed
that the Oak Fire has burned

over 19,244 acres (77.9 square
km) with 67 per cent containment and destroyed 190 structures as of Sunday.
Nearly half of Californians
have said that the threat of wildfires is a big problem in their
part of California, according to a
statewide survey published on
Wednesday by the Public Policy
Institute of California.Many of
the largest wildfires, including
the top five, in California's history have happened in the past
few years amid severe drought.
"California continues to experience longer wildfire seasons as
a direct result of climate
change," said CAL FIRE in its
2022 Fire Season Outlook, noting that "continued dry conditions, with above normal temperatures through spring, will
leave fuel moisture levels lower
than normal, increasing the
potential for wildland fire
activity".

Kyiv|Agencies

P
IRAN'S BORDER GUARDS CLASH
WITH TALIBAN: REPORT
Tehran: The Iranian Border Police units and the
Taliban forces exchanged fire on the eastern border of Iran, the semi-official Tasnim news agency
reported. Iran's Deputy Interior Minister for
Security Affairs, Majid Mir-Ahmadi on Sunday said
that Afghan border forces made fresh "provocative
moves and fired some bullets" at Iranian border
guards, which was reciprocated by Iran's forces,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The clashes continued for an hour before the
Iranian guards brought the situation under control, he added. Iran has repeatedly told Afghan
officials that the country's border guards are
required to be well briefed about geographical
boundaries and limits lest unwanted slight tensions arise along the common border, Mir-Ahmadi
said. Afghanistan's TOLO news quoted a border
commander in the province of Nimroz as saying
that one Taliban soldier has died and another one
has been wounded in the clash.

32 people killed in
Floods kill 120 people in
Afghanistan over past 1 month Madagascar arson

attack: Defence Minister

Kabul|Agencies

T

he Taliban-led
government in
Afghanistan
confirmed that at least
120 people died and
152 other injured due
to floods in the past
one months, which
also caused heavy
financial damage by
affecting thousands of
acres of agricultural
land.
The announcement
was made by the State
Ministry for Disaster
Management on
Sunday, reports TOLO News.
Flooding occurred in more
than 10 provinces and caused
severe damage to public infrastructure, including highways
and roads.
According to the Ministry,
more than 600 houses have also

Antananarivo|Agencies

M

been been fully or partially
damaged.
Till Sunday, a heavy rain
warning was in place for the
provinces of Badakhshan,
Kunar, Nuristan, Laghman,
Nangarhar, Kabul, Ghazni,
Zabul, Kandahar, Logar, Paktia

and Paktika.
The Afghanistan
Meteorological Authority had
also warned of sandstorms in
Balkh, Herat, Farah, Helmand,
Kandahar and Nimroz, with
wind speeds between 20-90
km/h.

adagascar's Defence
Minister Richard
Rakotonirina has confirmed that 32 people were
killed in an arson attack in a
village in the Malagasy district,
about 100 km west of the capital Antananarivo.
"Airplanes and helicopters
are mobilised to support the
ground elements in tracking
down the perpetrators of this
atrocity which cost the lives of
thirty-two people," the
Minister said.
A source close to the investigation told Xinhua news
agency that four people were
also injured in the attack,
adding that they were being
treated at the hospital, while
one of whom had to be evacuated to Antananarivo.

recognition but "trade and economic ties that actually test Taliban's
intentions."
Uzbekistan showcased several
infrastructure projects, including a
proposed trans-Afghan railway running from Termez at the UzbekAfghan border through Mazar-i
Sharif and Kabul to Peshawar in
north-western Pakistan and a
planned Surkhan-Puli-Khumri
power transmission line running
from Uzbekistan to north-central
Afghanistan. Uzbekistan also presented projects in energy, railway
development and education sectors
to help neighbouring Afghanistan to
build its social-economic infrastructure.Though the Taliban delegation
stuck with its old demands of
unfreezing of assets and recognition
of the IEA, and in reality the international community remained
sceptical of its claims, much work
lies ahead for the Taliban to convince the international community
of their sincerity. They should try to
improve the situation by taking
small steps towards fulfilling the
aspirations of both the Afghan people and the international community, and if Afghanistan can't achieve
stability then we should also forego
looking for lasting peace in central
Asia.
The international community, at
the moment, is preoccupied with
the Russian-Ukraine war, but the
manner in which the regional players showed their determination to
help Afghanistan's reconstruction,
bodes well for the future of the
country, but to make it a success the
Taliban will also have to temper
their stand on a lot of issues,
besides reconciling their attitude.
(Asad Mirza is a political commentator based in New Delhi. He
writes on Muslims, educational,
international affairs, interfaith

The source said that the victims are made up of seven
households, including women
and children and even infants.
They took refuge on the
floor of a house and tried to
fight back with stone throwing.
The assailants, armed with
three AK-47 assault rifles, one
MAS-36 rifle and eight shotguns, burned the house from
the ground floor.
They locked up the victims
and shot at those who tried to
escape, said the same source.
Malagasy President Andry
Rajoelina on Sunday offered
his condolences to the families
of the victims and condemned
the act.
He also announced those
who committed the crime are
being hunted down and will be
punished according to the law
in force.

resident Volodymyr
Zelenskiy has said
Ukraine's harvest this
year could be half its usual
amount because of the
Russian invasion, in comments likely to intensify fears
of global hunger, media
reports said."Ukrainian harvest this year is under the
threat to be twice less," the
Ukrainian leader wrote on
Twitter in English, The
Guardian reported. His country's main goal, Zelenskiy
said, was to prevent a global
food crisis caused by the
Russian invasion.His comments came as it emerged
that the owner of one of
Ukraine's largest agricultural
companies had been killed in
the shelling of the strategically
important southern city of
Mykolaiv, near the Black
Sea.Before the invasion,
Ukraine was known as the
breadbasket of Europe, a key

supplier for countries in north
Africa, the Middle East, and
Asia. When Russia attacked, it
blockaded Ukraine's ports,
stoking a worldwide grain
shortage that has caused the
UN to warn of looming
hunger catastrophe.In 2021,
Ukraine produced 80 mn
metric tonnes of grain, including wheat, corn and barley,
enough to feed 400 million
people for six months, according to a video tweeted by
Zelenskiy. This year Ukraine is
on course to harvest and ship
less than half of that amount,
the video said, The Guardian
reported.
Zelenskiy said last week
that Ukraine was ready for
grain ships to travel through
its waters but it was awaiting
the green light from the UN
and Turkey. Under an agreement signed on July 22, the
UN and Turkey have guaranteed the safe passage of ships
carrying grain from three
Ukrainian ports.

FIVE KILLED BY UNKNOWN
GUNMEN IN COLOMBIA
Bogota|Agencies

F

ive persons
were shot
dead by
unknown
assailants at a
party in the
Colombian
municipality of
La Union, in the
country's southwestern Valle del
Cauca
Department,
local authorities
reported.
La Union Mayor William Fernando Palomino on Sunday said that the incident
occurred when two individuals approached a group of people at the party and
shot at them indiscriminately, Xinhua news agency reported.
"So far, we have five people dead and four injured. These people, who were
consuming alcohol, were at a street party in La Ciudadela neighbourhood when
they were apparently attacked by two men," the official added.
Colombian authorities have initiated an investigation to capture those responsible and have not ruled out that an armed group was behind the shooting.
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Uddhav meets, comforts
Sanjay Raut's family

SANJAY RAUT SENT TO ED
CUSTODY TILL THURSDAY
 A SPECIAL COURT
HERE ON MONDAY
SENT SHIV SENA MP
SANJAY RAUT TO THE
CUSTODY OF
ENFORCEMENT
DIRECTORATE FOR 3
DAYS, TILL THURSDAY,
IN A MONEY LAUNDERING CASE ARISING
OUT OF THE PATRA
CHAWL LAND SCAM.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

special court here on Monday
sent Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
to the custody of Enforcement
Directorate for 3 days, till Thursday, in
a money laundering case arising out
of the Patra Chawl land scam.
Special PMLA court judge M.G.
Deshpande pronounced the order as
Raut was produced before it, hours
after he was arrested by the ED here
early this morning.
While ED's special counsel Hiten
Venegaonkar sought 8 days custody,
Raut's lawyer, senior counsel Ashok
Mundargi opposed it on various
grounds including the health problems of his client who was a cardiac
patient. Venegaonkar argued that
Raut was not cooperating with the
investigations and hence his custodial
interrogation was necessary and the

agency wanted to probe other aspects
of the Patra Chawl scam and related
issues.
He contended that co-accused
Pravin Raut was merely a front-man
and all deals pertaining to the Patra
Chawl scam were perpetrated by
Sanjay Raut.
Opposing the ED's contentions,
Mundargi said that Raut's arrest was
politically motivated and pleaded for
minimum custody for his client.
"He is a patient, suffering from
heart-related issues and has undergone surgery, and all medical papers
pertaining to this have been submitted to the court," he said.
Venegaonkar claimed that Pravin
Raut has received Rs 112 crore from
HDIL in which Rs 1.6 crore was transferred to Sanjay Raut, which needs to
be probed. He also argued that Pravin
Raut acted as the front-man of Sanjay

Raut even in the purchase of lands in
Alibaug, and Raigad, and the duo
were close to each other and went on
several foreign tours, etc.
The ED further alleged that Raut
had threatened one of the witnesses
(a woman), appeared once for probe
and skipped two other summonses,
and he was not cooperating with the
investigators.
In response, Mundargi said that the
allegations listed in the remand application are vague and stem from a
political vendetta as the case dates
back to 2018 but is being raised now
owing to the changed political scenario. On the ED's contentions of
non-cooperation, Mundargi said Raut
had already informed the ED that he
was involved in elections, he was in
New Delhi, and not running away
from the probe as he was attending
Parliament. After hearing both sides,

Special Judge Deshpande turned
down the ED's plea for 8 days custody,
and noted that custody till August 4
would be sufficient.
"I am of the opinion that such a
long custody of 8 days is not warranted... I am of the opinion that accused
(Raut) is remanded to ED custody up
to August 4 that will suffice for investigations," he said.
Taking cognisance of Raut's heart
disease and his surgery, the court said
that during custody, he may be given
some rest instead of interrogating him
till late night.
It has also allowed Raut to meet his
legal team in the mornings and the
ED will not interrogate him after 10
p.m. in view of his health status.
The ED is probing alleged moneylaundering that was detected in the
redevelopment of the Patra Chawl by
HDIL subsidiary, Guru Ashish
Constructions Pvt Ltd.
While Pravin Raut, an ex-Director
in the Guru Ashish Construction Pvt
Ltd, was arrested earlier, the ED also
attached his properties and assets
belonging to Sanjay Raut's wife
Varsha, valued at over Rs 11 crore, in
April. On July 1, the ED had summoned and questioned Sanjay Raut
for over 10 hours and then called him
again on three occasions, but he had
sought time till August 7.
The ED raided Raut's Bhandup
bungalow at dawn on July 31, and he
was questioned for over nine hours.
Later, he was taken under detention
to the agency offices where he was
again grilled for over 7 hours before
he was placed under arrest.

After death threats, Salman, Salim Khan SHAIKH'S MEET
WITH FADNAVIS
get gun licence from Mumbai Police
 THE MUMBAI POLICE HAVE
GRANTED A LICENCE FOR A
PERSONAL GUN TO
BOLLYWOOD STAR SALMAN
KHAN FOLLOWING DEATH
THREATS IN JUNE AGAINST
HIM AND HIS FATHER, VETERAN WRITER SALIM KHAN,
OFFICIAL SOURCES SAID
HERE ON MONDAY.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Mumbai Police have granted a licence
for a personal gun to Bollywood star
Salman Khan following death threats in
June against him and his father, veteran writer
Salim Khan, official sources said here on
Monday.
In late July, Salman Khan had called on
Police Commissioner Vivek Phansalkar with a
request for the gun licence, though the police

SPARKS RUMOURS

had vehemently denied the same.
The application was routed through the
proper channel, and after all formalities were
completed last week, the licence papers were
handed over on Sunday. Following a handscrawled death threat to the father-son duo,
the Mumbai Police had tightened security at
their Bandra west residence and initiated
other measures, while the actor moved for a
weapon licence.In early June, a note was
recovered with a threat to the Khan celebs,
"you will meet the same fate as Moosewala",
the Punjabi singer who was killed in May.

Mumbai: Former minister and senior Congress leader Aslam Shaikh's
brief meeting with deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis has caused a flutter
in the political circles, sparking fears of
another politician jumping the ship.
"I met Fadnavis, I'm not joining BJP. I
called on the DCM to urge him to
vacate the stay granted by the new government on projects cleared by the
fisheries department when I was minister for fisheries,"
Shaikh said when he was the fisheries development minister in the
Uddhav Thackeray-led MVA government, many projects were cleared by
the state cabinet, however, the new
government has issued a blanket stay
on all developmental projects across
the state. Most of these projects are in
coastal districts, Thane, Ratnagiri and
Palghar. "I urged the DCM to reconsider the decision and vacate the stay as
early as possible," Shaikh said.

Shiv Sena MP gives suspension
notice in RS over arrest of Raut
After the arrest of Shiv Sena
member Sanjay Raut in a land
scam case, party MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi on Monday gave suspension of business notice in
Rajya Sabha under rule 267 citing the Centre's "misuse" of
investigative agencies for political agendas and detaining opposition leaders in a bid to silence
them.

Team Absolute|New Delhi/Mumbai

T

he arrest of Shiv Sena member Sanjay
Raut in a land scam case, party MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi on Monday gave
suspension of business notice in Rajya
Sabha under rule 267 citing the Centre's
"misuse" of investigative agencies for political agendas and detaining opposition leaders in a bid to silence them.
Raut was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials around midnight
in connection with a money laundering case
pertaining to Rs 1,034 crore Patra chawl land

TREACHERY NOT ACCEPTABLE IN MAHARASHTRA, SHINDE
GOVERNMENT WILL COLLAPSE: AADITYA THACKERAY
Addressing Shiv
Sena workers during
his tour of the
Konkan region, he
said the Shinde government's focus is
on "dirty politics"
and not the welfare
of the people
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

reachery not acceptable
in Maharashtra, Shinde
government will collapse: Aaditya Thackeray
Addressing Shiv Sena
workers during his tour of the
Konkan region, he said the
Shinde government's focus is
on "dirty politics" and not the
welfare of the people
"This entire political
drama is of the one-and-half

months. The government will
collapse for sure.
Maharashtra never tolerates
treachery," said Aaditya, son
of Shiv Sena chief and former
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray.
Attacking the Shinde government in which Devendra
Fadnavis of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is the
deputy chief minister,
Aaditya said the current government's focus is on "dirty
politics" and not the welfare
of Maharashtra and the people.
The state witnessed incessant rains and floods, but the
government is not bothered,
he alleged. The rebellion by
Shinde and 40 MLAs of Shiv
Sena led to the collapse of
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government last month.

scam case. Earlier on Sunday, Raut was
taken into custody by the central agency.
The probe agency had sent several summons to the Sena leader which he skipped
leading to his arrest.A month ago, Raut had
dared the ED to arrest him. He will be presented before a Mumbai court this morning.
The ED had earlier sent Pune businessman Avinash Bhosale into custody in DHFLYes Bank case, and as per sources, Raut will
be grilled in this matter too. Congress MP
K.C. Venugopal has also given suspension
notice for discussion on GST and price rise.

NCP'S YOUTH WING TO SEND 'GET WELL SOON'
LETTERS TO MAHARASHTRA
GOVERNOR OVER 'ANTI-MUMBAI' REMARKS
Mumbai: The Nationalist Congress Party's youth
wing will send 6,000 letters to Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari in protest against
his "anti-Mumbai" remarks.
The letter wished the governor to recover from
the "illness of hatred against Maharashtra". "You
consistently insult Maharashtra and the great people in Maharashtra. We, as the youth of
Maharashtra, face the question of whether you are
the governor of Maharashtra for the welfare of the
state or the hatred.
You shall honestly follow the oath you had taken
to hold the Constitutional post. Hope you will get
well soon from the illness of hatred of
Maharashtra," the letter stated. Nationalist Youth
Congress (NYC) office-bearers and local NCP leaders gathered at the General Post Office (GPO) in
Nashik and posted a few letters as part of their campaign.
Koshyari had triggered a row with his remarks
that if Gujaratis and Rajasthanis are moved out of
Maharashtra, especially from Mumbai and Thane,
"you will be left with no money and Mumbai will
not remain a financial capital". He later clarified
that his remarks were misconstrued.

New Delhi, Tuesday, August 02, 2022

In a warm gesture, former Maharashtra Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena President Uddhav Thackeray called on the family of party MP Sanjay Raut and offered solace to them, here
on Monday.

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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n a warm gesture, former
Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena
President Uddhav Thackeray
called on the family of party
MP Sanjay Raut and offered
solace to them, here on
Monday.
Thackeray, accompanied
by Lok Sabha MP Arvind
Sawant and other senior party
leaders met Raut's aged
mother, wife Varsha, daughter
and other family members at
their home in 'Maitri' bungalow in Bhandup.
Raut's mother became
emotional and held onto
Thackeray, expressing silent
concerns for her son who was
arrested by the ED early this

morning in an alleged
money-laundering case arising out of the Patra Chawl,
Goregaon, land scam.
Thackeray spoke with
Raut's mother, wife and his
daughter, who were rendered
speechless as he was whisked
off in detention by the ED and
police teams on Sunday
evening, and attempted to
offer solace to them after the
sudden developments since
Sunday dawn. On Sunday
morning, an ED team raided
the Raut household and questioned the MP for over nine
hours. Then he was detained
and taken to the ED office
where he was grilled for
another over seven hours and
finally arrested on Monday
morning. The arrest has been

strongly condemned by the
Shiv Sena, Nationalist
Congress Party, Congress and
other opposition leaders.
However, the Shiv Sena breakaway faction leader and Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, commenting on the arrest said
"the daily morning loudspeaker falls silent", a reference to Raut's fiery media
briefings either in Mumbai or
New Delhi. As he was being
escorted inside the Special
Court by the ED this afternoon, Raut said that "this is an
attempt to finish off the Shiv
Sena, but we will not be
defeated". While the Special
Court hearing is underway,
Thackeray is likely to speak to
the media on the issue later
this afternoon.

Maha elderly tourists stuck in Leh
reach home as Minister steps in
 A GROUP OF ELDERLY TOURISTS LEFT
STRANDED AFTER
THEIR FLIGHTS GOT
CANCELLED DUE TO
BAD WEATHER CONDITIONS IN LEH
REACHED HOME
SAFE AFTER THE AVIATION MINISTER
STEPPED IN TO HELP.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

group of elderly tourists left
stranded after their flights
got cancelled due to bad
weather conditions in Leh
reached home safe after the avia-

tion minister stepped in to help.
Unable to find an appropriate
solution, the tourists in a video
requested for some arrangement
as they got stuck in Leh due to
bad weather on Friday. Some of
the tourists claimed that a few
among them have health complications.
They further claimed that all
flights till August 3 had been completely booked and they could not
afford to stay in Leh for another
week.
At this, Union Civil Aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
stepped in and got in touch with
IndiGo and GoFirst, the airlines
who had cancelled the flights
from Leh to Mumbai and Pune
due to unfavourable flying conditions. "Flights have been cancelled
due to unfavourable weather.
However, we are working to get
them back safely asap," Scindia

said in a tweet.
IndiGo swung into action and
the airline took to Twitter to
inform that 12 of the 22 people
who had booked an IndiGo flight
have boarded the flight and are
en-route to Pune.
"We regret the inconvenience
caused to our passengers. The
flights from Leh had to be cancelled yesterday due to
unfavourable flying conditions.
Twelve of these IndiGo passengers have boarded the flight and
are en-route to Pune," the airline
said in a tweet.
A senior government official
who had earlier raised the matter
on Twitter thanked the minister
for help, "Senior Citizens who
stuck in Leh, returned to home
safely. Thank you J M Scindia ji
Afor your quick response &
action. And also Thank you
Indigo," he said.

Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav

MAHARASHTRA COPS TO CYCLE FROM MUMBAI TO DELHI
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

group of Mumbai to Delhi.
The 1,557 kilometers long
journey will be completed
in 12 days. The officials participating in the cycle rally will
pedal through states of
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and will reach
Delhi on August 13, 2022, an official statement from Maharashtra
Police said.
The team would be present for
the flag hoisting at Delhi Red

Fort on August 15, it said.
The police officials participating in the cycle rally includePrashant Bachhav, Additional S.P.
from Dhule, Dhananjay Yerule,
Additional D.C., SID, Mumbai.
Sharad Patil, Assistant Police
Inspector, Gadchiroli, Dilip
Khonde, Assistant Police Sub
Inspector, Dhule, Anil
Gopichand Jadhav, Assistant
Police Sub Inspector (Retd.)
Dhule, Jitendra Pardeshi, Police
Head Constable, Dhule, Prakash
Mali, Police Head Constable,

Dhule, Shivaji Hable, Police
Head Constable, Pune City and
Manoj Bhandari, Police
Constable, Pune City.
"The rally is organised as part
of Azadi Ka Amrutmahotsav
being celebrated across the
country, Maharashtra Police has
also organised a cycle rally which
will begin from the Maharashtra
Police Headquarters, Colaba,
Mumbai August 2, 2022 at
around 7:30 a.m. It will be
flagged off by DGP, Maharashtra
State," said an official.

Maharashtra Congress slams JP Nadda's remarks on family-run
parties; says such psyche against democracy, diversity

NASHIK LOGS 68
NEW COVID-19
CASES, ACTIVE
Maharashtra Congress slammed BJP president JP TALLY 598
Nadda for his reported comments on the Shiv Sena
and said "the psyche that expects end of regional
parties" is against democracy and diversity.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n a public meeting on
Sunday, Nadda is reported to
have claimed that family-run
parties, which started off by
raising regional aspirations,
would perish.
He add also said the Shiv
Sena was a family-run party and
its end was near.
Tweeting on the issue,
Sawant, Maharashtra Congress
general secretary, said,
"Parliamentary multi-party

democracy represents country*s
geographical, cultural, regional,
social and linguist diversity. The
psyche that expects end of
regional parties is anti-democracy as well as it rejects diversity."
Slamming the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, he alleged
the outfit had always opposed
the country*s structure as a
Union of States.
"The RSS has always taken a
stand to have one party, one flag
and one school of thought.

While opposing the democratic
processes, the RSS has always
nurtured authoritarianism. The
BJP*s sole agenda is to achieve
what RSS wants to via an
authoritarian government," he
said.
"Having one party in the
country, like Nadda had said
means citizens of this country
getting reduced to becoming
mere subjects. The people
should identify this impending
danger," the Congress leader
added.

Nashik: With the addition of 68 new cases of
Nashik district reached
4,79,819 on Monday, a
health official said.
The toll remained
unchanged at 8,902, while
the count of recoveries
rose to 4,70,319 after 64
patients recovered from
the infection, he said.
The district currently
has 598 active cases, the
official said. Of the total
number of cases, 2,74,960
were reported from Nashik
city, 1,78,471 from other
parts of the district, 13,992
from Malegaon and 8,480
patients were from outside
the district, it was stated.
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Amber Heard secretly sells home for big
profit after defamation trial loss
Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Amber Heard has secretly sold
her home in Southern California for a
big profit after the defamation trial loss.
TMZ has reported that the 36-year-old
actress has begun raising some of that cash
by selling her Yucca Valley home in the
California desert for $1.05 million, a
profit of about $500,000 for her, with a
July 18 closing date. She reportedly
bought the property back in 2019
through an anonymous trust tied
to her, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
There's speculation
about Heard's ability to
immediately

A

cover the damages, which includes $10 million
in compensatory damages and $350,000 in
punitive damages. She will also receive $2 million from Depp in a counter-lawsuit, leaving
her with just over $8 million to pay.
The reports of Heard's selling her house
came just days after she filed notice to appeal
against Depp in the defamation case. The
appeal filing came despite Heard being denied
her request for a new trial.
Depp's representatives repeated their confidence the payout decision would not be
reversed.
On July 21 in the wake of Heard's appeal
application, a spokesman for
Depp told

Daily Mail: "The jury listened to the extensive
evidence presented during the six-week trial
and came to a clear and unanimous verdict
that the defendant herself defamed Mr Depp,
in multiple instances. We remain confident in
our case and that this verdict will stand."
In early July, Heard's attorneys asked the
judge to declare a mistrial. They argued one of
the jurors on the case should not have been eligible to sit as his summons was intended for
his father, who had the same name and
address.
The request was dismissed with

JLo's first husband
says marriage with
Ben Affleck won't last
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W

tainment competition, 'The
Bad Guys', reports 'Deadline'.
Adding the $23 million
it garnered in the US,
'Super-Pets', which
features the voices of
Dwayne Johnson and
Kevin Hart, has collected $41.4 million on its
global debut, even as
the film market awaits the
release of the Brad Pitt-starrer, 'Bullet
Train'.

Sylvester Stallone
slams producer again
over 'Drago' spinoff
Los Angeles | Agencies

ollywood star Sylvester Stallone has doubled down on his criticisms of the
direction of the 'Rocky' franchise, expressing his frustration regarding the
newly announced spinoff film 'Drago'.
The actor shared his disappointment in a post on Instagram Saturday.
Stallone does not call anybody out by name in his writing, the star mentions a
"94-year-old producer", a description which would seem to be pointed at 'Rocky'
series producer Irwin Winkler, reports 'Variety'.
According to 'Variety', Winkler, who is actually 91years-old, has been a target of
criticism for Stallone before.
"Another Heartbreaker, Just
found this outa ONCE AGAIN,
this PATHETIC 94 year old
PRODUCER and HIS MORONIC USELESS VULTURE CHILDREN, Charles And David, are
once again picking clean THE
BONES of another wonderful
character I created without even
telling me," Stallone wrote.
"I APOLOGIZE to the FANS, I
never wanted ROCKY characters
to be exploited by these parasites."
Stallone also acknowledged his
relationship with actor Dolph
Lundgren, who portrays Soviet
champion boxer Ivan Drago in
'Rocky IV' and 'Creed II'.
It is unclear if Lundgren is set to
reprise his role in the 'Drago' spinoff.
"By the way, I have nothing but
respect for Dolph but I wish HE had
told me what was going on behind
my back," Stallone concluded.
"Keep your REAL friends close."
Stallone made comments against Winkler earlier this month, sharing a portrait
of the producer drawn as a serpent. The actor voiced frustration that he had
allegedly been deprived an equity stake in the 'Rocky' franchise.

H

Judge Penny Azcarate ruling there was "no evidence of fraud or wrongdoing" by the juror and
the jury's verdict should stand. She also noted
both sides had questioned and accepted all
jury members at the start of the trial.
Heard has said she is unable to pay the fortune in damages owed to Depp, which was
awarded after a jury ruled she defamed her ex
in a newspaper opinion piece published in
2018.
The 'Zombieland' actress won only one of
her three countersuit claims.

ues to cruise at $1.3 billion (and
counting!), with the UK, Japan and Australia
topping the overseas territories powering its
spectacular flight.
'Minions: The Rise Of Gru', which is rollicking along, has made $710.4 million globally,
across 73 markets, with the UK leading the
pack outside the US. 'Thor: Love And
Thunder', meanwhile, overtook 'Thor:
Ragnarok' with combined earnings of $662
million, more than half of it coming from
overseas markets led by France, Italy and
Australia.

Los Angeles | Agencies

inger-actor Jennifer Lopez's first husband Ojani Noa fears her fourth marriage to movie star Ben Affleck could
fail. Cuban-born dishwasher-turnedoccasional actor Ojani Noa stole the
singer's heart 25 years ago. Working at a
Miami restaurant, Ojani charmed J-Lo not
long before her big break in Selena,
reports mirror.co.uk.
After a whirlwind romance, the pair
wed in February 1997, but by the following year, their marriage crumbled.
He now lives a quiet live out of the spotlight but has had his say on his former
love's latest trip down the aisle.
"I wish her and Ben the best, but I'm
not convinced it will last," the 48-year-old
told MailOnline.
"Jen loves being in love but she's been
engaged six times and Ben is husband
number four.
"I was husband number one and she
told me I was the love of her life - when

S

'Doctor Strange...' star Xochitl Gomez
shares what's next for America Chavez

we lay in bed on our wedding night, she
said we would be together for ever."
Jennifer had told her YouTube channel
that "I've been married three times, and
once was nine months and once was 11
months, so I don't really count those".
Following their split, Ojani attempted to
have a career in film. He appeared in
movies in 2002, 2004 and 2007 and also
worked as a producer.
Although they divorced in 1998, they
pair remained friends for many years
afterwards.
Lopez went on to publicly date P. Diddy
shortly after their split was finalised. She
went on to marry Cris Judd in 2001 and
Latin music star Marc Anthony three years
later.
Lopez is sure Ben is the one despite her
first husband's comments and says she
has never been happier.
The couple, who were previously
engaged in the early 2000s, tied the knot
in an intimate Las Vegas wedding earlier
this month.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

octor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness'
star Xochitl Gomez
talked about her experience on
the set of the Marvel blockbuster.
In the movie, she plays America
Chavez, a girl who can jump
between universes. Her life gets
endangered after a major character decides to capture her in
order to explore her dimension-travelling powers.
During the interview with
Collider, Gomez reflected on
which state of mind we left
her character by the end of
'Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness',
what's next for America,
and the young superhero's
biggest weakness.
Gomez also shared how
she sees her own character and what role the universe-hopper can play in
the upcoming entries of
the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, which is
already mapped out all
the way to Phase 6 in
2026.
"Well, I mean, at this
point, you know she's
getting over her trust
issues, obviously. And
I feel like she just
needs a place to call
home and she needs some discipline and structure in her life.
And I think Wong is doing that.
But I think one thing she definitely needs to learn is she needs
to learn to work with others."

'D

"Obviously, she's been working alone, and she's also just
been destined to be a leader. So
in order to be a leader, you also
have to learn to work with others
and help one another. And I

think she has the qualities to be
an amazing leader, but I think
there's a few other things she has
to learn first." Gomez previously
starred in acclaimed Netflix comedy 'The Baby-Sitters Club'.

Vanessa Hudgens
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Commonwealth Games 2022

SHUSHILA DEVI SETTLES FOR SILVER,
VIJAY YADAV WINS BRONZE IN JUDO
Birmingham | Agencies

Lawn bowls: Indian women's fours assured
of historic first medal after making final
Birmingham | Agencies

J

udoka Shushila Devi
Likmabam clinched
India's seventh medal,
and the first outside
weightlifting at the
Commonwealth Games 2022
in Birmingham after losing to
Michaela Whitebooi of South
Africa in the women's 48kg
final in Judo.
This is her second medal
at the Commonwealth
Games after she won silver at
the Glasgow in 2014.
Vijay Kumar bagged a
waza-ari after just 5 seconds
of the bell and held on to
claim the Ippon to take home
the bronze medal in the
men's 60 Kg Judo event.
Vijay Kumar made quick
work of Cyprus' Petros
Christodoulides in the opening minute of the bronze
medal match to claim a
medal for India.
The final proved to be an
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end-to-end encounter
between Sushila Devi and
Michaela Whitebooi with
both judokas not leaving an

inch till the end of the match.
Both of them failed to register
a single point at the end of
regulation time.

ndia created history in the
Commonwealth Games lawn
bowls competition on Monday as
the Women's Fours assured the country its first medal, storming back from
an initial deficit to stun New Zealand
16-13 in the semifinals at the Victoria
Park here.
The Indian Women's Fours of
Lovely Choubey (Lead), Pinki (second), Nayanmoni Saikia (third) and
Rupa Rani Tirkey (skip) mounted a
superb comeback after getting off to a
slow start, failing to score in the first
two ends.
Down 1-8 shots at one time, the
Indians got going from the fifth end
onwards, closing the gap on the New
Zealand Four of Satina Goodard,
Nicole Toomey, Tayla Bruce and Val
Smith as they slowly built up the
momentum for the nail-biting finale
in the last five ends.
After levelling the scores at 7-7
shots in the ninth end, the Indians
surged to a 10-7 lead before the Kiwis

caught up with them at 10-10 and
went ahead 12-10 after the 12th end.
The Indians equalised scores once
again at 12-12 shots but going into
the 15th and final end, New Zealand

had a narrow 13-12 lead. But the
Indians claimed six shots in the final
end compared to none by the Kiwis
to win the match 16-13 and assure
themselves a medal.

The Indian Women's Fours will
now take on South Africa in the Gold
Medal match on Tuesday after the
African team defeated Fiji 16-14 in
the other semifinal.

Ajay Singh misses out on medal by one kg,
finishes at fourth place in men's 81kg final

Australia cruise to semifinals with
nine-wicket victory over Barbados I

Birmingham | Agencies

Birmingham | Agencies

L

ed by leg-spinner Alana King's fabulous spell of
4/8, Australia brushed aside Barbados by nine
wickets in their second Group A match of
Commonwealth Games 2022 at Edgbaston. fter
Barbados were bowled out for just 64 in 20 overs,
Australia chased down the target in 8.1 overs with
captain Meg Lanning hitting an unbeaten 36.
Electing to bowl first, Australia never allowed
Barbados to ever get going in their batting innings.
Openers Hayley Matthews made a 13-ball 18 while
Deandra Dottin made just eight runs in 22 balls as
Australia didn't give her room to hit her shots. But the
duo were dismissed within power-play as Barbados
reached 37/2.
From there onwards, the spin trio of Alana, Jess
Jonassen (0/7) and Ashleigh Gardner (2/6) combined
to conceded only 21 runs in 11 overs. Tahlia McGrath
provided good support from her pace bowling, taking

three wicket for 13 runs while Darcie Brown had a
scalp to her name as Barbados were skittled out for
64, with Hayley the only batter to reach double figures.Alana had Shakera Selman and Shamilia
Connell dismissed off consecutive deliveries. She
could have completed her hat-trick in
Commonwealth Games if Meg Lanning had held on
to an easy catch at slip off Keila Elliott. It denied Alana
what would have been the second hat-trick in cricket
at Commonwealth Games after Brad Young achieved
the feat for Australia in men's List A event in 1998. In

England beat Germany after extra
time to win UEFA women's Euro
London | Agencies

E

ngland beat Germany
2-1 after extra time in a
packed Wembley
Stadium in London, bringing
home the trophy of the UEFA
women's Euro for the first
time.
Germany suffered a heavy
blow minutes ahead of the
final on Sunday evening as
their captain Alex Popp had
to pull out after picking up an
injury during the warm-up.
The 31-year-old forward
had scored in all five previous
matches in this tournament
and scored twice in
Germany's 2-1 win against
France in Wednesday's semifinal, reports Xinhua.
England, reaching the Euro's
final for the third time, couldn't break the deadlock until
Ella Toone came off the
bench to score the opener in
the 62nd minute.

pursuit of 65, Beth Mooney fell in the second over for
2, stumped off Shanika Bruce. But Meg and Alyssa
Healy (23 not out) took Australia home in just 49
balls. Meg hit five fours and two sixes in her unbeaten
knock of 36, which included taking 25 runs against
Deandra in the sixth over. Alyssa, on the other hand,
played a more cautious hand with an unbeaten 24ball 23, including four fours.The nine-wicket victory
sees Australia book their place in the semifinals of the
event, while Barbados' chances of qualifying for the
knockouts depends on how they fare against India on
Wednesday.

Brief scores
Barbados 64 in 20 overs (Hayley Matthews 18;
Alana King 4/8, Tahlia McGrath 3/13) lost to
Australia 65/1 in 8.1 overs (Meg Lanning 36 not
out, Alyssa Healy 23 not out; Shanika Bruce 1-7)
by nine wickets.

ndian weightlifter Ajay
Singh fought hard to grab
another medal for India in
2022 Commonwealth Games,
but he heartbreakingly
missed out on a podium finish by just one kg to be at
fourth place in the men's
81kg competition on
Monday.
In a thrilling final which
went down the wire at the
National Exhibition Centre,
Ajay had nailed every lift of
his in the competition. But he
was unable to lift 180kg in his
final attempt of clean and
jerk to narrowly miss out on a
medal, ending with a total of
319kg (146kg in snatch and
176kg in clean & jerk) in a
case of so close yet so far.
England's Chris Murray

won the gold medal with a
Games record of 325kg
(144kg in snatch and 181kg in
clean & jerk). Australia's Kyle
Bruce took the silver medal
with 323kg (143kg in snatch

Chess Olympiad: Tania Sachdev
shines in Indian women team's win
Mamallapuram (Chennai) | Agencies

T
But midfielder Lina Magull
helped Germany equalise in
the 79th minute.
The 1-1 scoreline was held
until the 110th minute while
substitute Chloe Kelly prodded in her first goal for the
England team. "What we've
done is incredible. I knew we
had England behind us- we
saw that coming to the stadium," said England head
coach Sarina Wiegman in

front of 87,192 fans in
Wembley.
"But the whole tournament we've had so much
support from our fans. I'm so
proud of the team."
The 52-year-old
Dutchwoman, who also guided the Netherlands to win the
women's Euro trophy in
2017, is the first coach to lead
two different teams to the
title.

ania Sachdev battled long and
hard to rake in a precious point
as India A registered a sensational 2.5-1.5 win against Hungary in
the fourth-round match of women
section at the 44th Chess Olympiad in
Mamallapuram, Chennai on Monday.
After Koneru Humpy, Dronavalli
Harika and R Vaishali ended with a
draw in their respective encounters,
Sachdev rose brilliantly to the occasion. She thrashed Zsoka Gaal to earn
a decisive point as well as the match
for the team.
"It was a tough position and I was
aware that our two boards had ended
in a draw. We had a strong opponent
and now it is the time we have to play
stronger teams. So, I think we need to
be ready for the competition. We are
looking forward to the next game,"
Sachdev said after the match.

"The teams are well balanced and
it is very important to take one round
at a time. All the games today were
well fought," said Abhijit Kunte,
coach of India women's A team.
The 11th seeded Indian women B
team also edged past Estonia with a
similar 2.5-1.5 score. Vantika Agrawal,

Verstappen wins F1 Hungarian
GP after Ferrari strategy blunder
Hungaroring (Hungary) | Agencies

D

utch driver Max Verstappen climbed from
10th on the grid to win the F1 Hungarian
Grand Prix, as Ferrari and Charles Leclerc
lost yet more points to some questionable strategy.
Engine problems on Saturday condemned
Verstappen to a midfield start, but the Dutchman
swiftly made his way through the pack late on
Sunday evening, aided by some slick pit work and
clever strategy calls by his Red Bull team.
By the race's half-distance mark, though,
Verstappen was still some way behind title rival
Leclerc, who had taken the lead on Lap 31 of 70
and was looking good for the win, Xinhua reports.
However, the race began to go away from Leclerc
when he was fitted with hard compound tyres during his second pit stop on Lap 40, in contrast to the
medium tyres used by Verstappen and the rest of
the leading contenders.
With the hard tyres proving difficult to get into
their ideal operating window in the cool conditions
in Budapest, Leclerc was caught and passed by
Verstappen on Lap 41.
Though Verstappen spun later that lap to gift the
place back, the Dutchman recovered and overtook
Leclerc again on Lap 45.

and 180kg in clean & jerk)
while Canada's Nicolas
Vachon took the bronze
medal with 320kg (140kg in
snatch and 180kg in clean &
jerk).

Some late drizzle made the track slippery in the
final few laps, but Verstappen held on to take his
eighth victory of 2022.
"I was at first hoping that I could get close to a
podium. Very tricky conditions out there but we
had a really good strategy," said Verstappen after-

wards. "We were really reactive and always pitting
at the right time, I thought we had some good out
laps, and at the end -- even with the 360 -- we won
the race." "It was a crazy race and I'm of course very
happy that we won it."
Behind Verstappen came a charging Lewis
Hamilton in second, who took the bonus point for
fastest lap. Third place went to Hamilton's
Mercedes teammate George Russell, who had led
the early stages from his pole position but faded
with tyre issues in the second half of the race.
Carlos Sainz took fourth for Ferrari, ahead of
Verstappen's teammate Sergio Perez, with Leclerc
finishing only sixth after his ineffective switch to
Hard tyres. Lando Norris took seventh for McLaren,
ahead of the Alpine duo of Fernando Alonso and
Esteban Ocon, with Aston Martin's Sebastian Vettel
rounding out the top ten. Following the race,
Verstappen extends his lead in the Drivers'
Championship over Leclerc to 80 points, with 258
points to 178. Perez remains third on 173 points.
In the Constructors' Championship, Red Bull are
in control with 431 points. Ferrari stay second with
334, with Mercedes closing in on 304 points.
F1 now takes a four-week summer break before
resuming with the Belgian Grand Prix at SpaFrancorchamps on August 28.

extending her winning run, clinched
the winning point for the team while
the other three games ended in
draws. Meanwhile in a major upset of
Day 4, former World Championship
Challenger Fabiano Caruana of USA
was beaten by Nodirbek
Abdusattaarov of Uzbekistan. With

the help of the 17-year-old prodigy
Abdusattaarov's efforts, Uzbekistan
held the top-seeded star-studded
USA to a 2-2 draw.
In the other open section fourth
round matches, India B emerged victorious by 3-1 against Italy. Gukesh
and Nihal Sarin scored victories while
R Praggnanandhaa and Raunak
Sadhwani conceded draws.
Gukesh played a fantastic game
against Daniele Vocaturo, who had
held Magnus Carlsen to a draw on
Sunday. In a Queen's Gambit
Declined game, Gukesh went on a
pawn grabbing spree with tactical
strokes and pocketed the point after
34 moves when his Queen, rook and
bishop surrounded his opponent's
king. The second-seeded India A, on
the other hand, held to a 2-2 draw by
France with all the four board splitting points while India C lost to Spain
by a 1.5-2.5 score.

India's second T20I against West Indies to start
at 11 p.m. IST due to luggage arrival delay
Basseterre (St Kitts) | Agencies

C

ricket West Indies (CWI) said that the
start of Monday's second T20I between
India and West Indies has been postponed to 1:30 p.m. local time, which will be 11
p.m. Indian Standard Time (IST).
"The 2nd match in the Goldmedal T20 Cup,
presented by Kent Water Purifiers between
the West Indies and India will now begin at
1:30 p.m. local time - further information will
be provided subsequently," said an official
update from CWI.
Previously, CWI had issued a statement,
saying that the start of the second T20I was
pushed by two hours, from 10.30 a.m. local
time (8 p.m. IST) to 12.30 p.m. local time (10
p.m. IST and 11:30 a.m. Jamaica time).
Now, as per their latest update, the start of
the second T20I at Warner Park has been
pushed by another one hour. It means that
the toss may happen at 1pm local time, which
is 10.30 p.m. IST.
CWI had cited significant delays in crucial
team luggage arriving into St Kitts from
Trinidad as reason behind the match timing
being postponed. "Due to circumstances
beyond CWI's control, there have been significant delays in crucial team luggage arriving
into St Kitts from Trinidad."
"As a result, today's match 2nd Goldmedal

T20 Cup match is due to start at 12:30 p.m.
(11:30 a.m. Jamaica/10 p.m. India). CWI
regrets any inconvenience caused to our valued fans, sponsors, broadcast partners and all
other stakeholders. Stadium gates now open
at 10.00 a.m." India are currently leading the
five-match T20I series against the West Indies
1-0 following their victory by 68 runs on
Friday at the Brian Lara Stadium in Tarouba,
Trinidad.
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Sneha Wagh: People
thought I can't play a
negative character
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

V actress Sneha Wagh is currently seen playing a negative
role for the first time in the
TV show 'Na Umra Ki Seema
Ho'.
'Ek Veer Ki Ardaas...Veera' actress is
known for her bubbly and optimistic
roles but breaking the stereotype, she
decided to explore a different character.
She says: "I lost many roles because
people thought I can't play a negative
character as they didn't get a negative
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vibe from my look."
Talking more about her role, she
adds: "Amba is a challenging character because I've never done
something like this before. It feels
nice and light to work on 'Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho' as I was stuck
with genres like mythology and
all for the longest time. I am nervous as well as excited to perform
a negative role."
The show also features Iqbal
Khan and Rachana Mistry. It
airs on Star Bharat.
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Team

artik Aaryan is currently one of the most
viable actors in Bollywood. The actor is
basking in the success of his horrorcomedy Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2. And now, details
about his upcoming projects are also coming
out. Kartik further has films like Captain
India, Freddy, Shehzada, Kabir Khan's yet
untitled film, and Satyanarayan ki Katha in his
pipeline. As per the latest update about his
film Satyanarayan ki Katha, the title of the film
is now changed. The film is now titled
Satyaprem ki Katha. Not only this, the actor
will again be seen sharing screen space with
Kiara Advani.

K

Alia Bhatt on
working on an
action film while
being pregnant

lia Bhatt has spoken out about working on her Hollywood debut, Heart of
Stone, while pregnant. Alia revealed in a new interview how she managed
to shoot an action film while pregnant. Alia praised the Heart of Stone crew,
saying she was treated "beautifully." Alia also stated that the crew looked after her
when she was homesick during her London filming.
Alia will appear in Tom Harper's next spy thriller, which will be available on
OTT. Gal Gadot and Jamie Dornan also feature in the movie, which was shot in
Europe.
Speaking with a news portal, Alia said,
"It was my first Hollywood big English
picture experience and I had quite a
task at hand because I was shooting
for the first time an action movie. But
I'm also pregnant so there were so
many layers for me to deal with.
But they made it so seamless and
so easy and so comfortable for
me. It's something that I will
never forget because of how
beautifully and how well I
was treated."
She also mentioned
how delighted she was
with the set's safety proceg
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Welcoming Kiara on board, Kartik
shared the first look from Satyaprem Ki Katha.
The announcement came out on the actress'
birthday on Sunday. "Happy Birthday Katha!!
Tumhaara SatyaPrem," Kartik wrote as the
caption. For the unversed, the reason behind
the title change is "to avoid hurting sentiments". In a statement, filmmaker Sameer
Vidwans wrote, "A title of the film is something that emerges organically through the
creative process. We have decided to change
the title of our recently announced film
'Satyanarayan ki Katha' to avoid hurting sentiments, even if that's purely unintentional.
Producers of the film and the creative team
also are in complete support of this decision.
We will be announcing a new title for our love
story in the due course of our journey."
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