For Generation Ace

Like our stories? Have something to share?
Send in your bouquets and brickbats to

absoluteindiadesk@gmail.com

twitter.com
@absoluteindnews

facebook.com
@absoluteindianews

V O L . 7 , I SS U E 2 5 2 , B H O PA L | F R I DAY, J U LY 2 2 , 2 0 2 2 I ` 5 I PA G E 0 8

NATION

Extension of PMAY-Urban
Mission up to March 2024...
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'Bridgerton 3' signs three new cast
members as cameras start rolling...

DRAUPADI MURMU ELECTED
15TH PRESIDENT OF INDIA
A
Team Absolute|New Delhi

s expected, NDA's candidate and daughter of
Odisha, Draupadi Murmu
scripted history by winning
the crucial Presidential
election which had kept the entire
world glued. Draupadi Murmu won
the race to Raisina by defeating opposition candidate Yashwant Sinha.
The ex-Jharkhand Governor and
veteran politician from Odisha,
Draupadi Murmu has become the fifteenth President of India.
64-year old Murmu is the first tribal
President and the second woman
after Pratibha Patil to hold the top
office. The term of the incumbent
President Ram Nath Kovind is scheduled to end on July 24. Draupadi
Murmu is slated to be sworn in as the
President of India on July 25, 2022.
After the counting of votes of MPs
in the first round, Murmu had secured
540 votes with a value of 3,78,000
while Yashwant Sinha secured 208
votes with a value of 1,45,600, said PC
Mody, Secretary General, Rajya
Sabha. After the second round of
counting, Draupadi Murmu secured
809 out of total 1,138 votes. Yashwant
Sinha got 329 votes. PC Mody,
Secretary Gen, Rajya Sabha said that

PM MODI MEETS
DROUPADI MURMU
AFTER HER VICTORY
"Ballot paper of first 10 states were
alphabetically counted. Total valid
votes were 1138 with total value of
1,49,575. Out of this, Draupadi
Murmu got 809 votes valued at
1,05,299 and Yashwant Sinha secured
329 votes valued at 44,276."
Murmu inched closure to victory
after the third round of counting of
votes. In the third round, the States
which were covered included
Karnataka, Kerala, MP, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Odisha and Punjab. In this
round, the total number of valid votes
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stood at 1,333. The total value of valid
votes was 1,65,664. Out of which,
Draupadi Murmu got 812 votes and
Yashwant Sinha secured 521 votes.
The cumulative total after round 3:
Total valid votes 3219 with total value
of 8,38,839 of which Draupadi Murmu
got 2161 votes of the value of 5,77,777.
Yashwant Sinha secured 1058 votes of
the value of 2,61,062 Earlier, the voting
was held on July 18 at the Parliament
House and across all State ssemblies.
As per official sources, 99% of the
4,796 MPs and MLAs cast their votes
in the Presidential election.

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
evening met President-elect
Droupadi Murmu after her victory in the Presidential poll. The
Prime Minister reached Murmu's
residence at Umashankar Dikshit
Marg and congratulated her.BJP
chief JP Nadda was also present
at their meeting which lasted
around 20 minutes.Murmu
secured her victory after the
third round of counting as out of
the 3,219 valid votes counted so
far, she bagged 2,161, while
opposition candidate Yashwant
Sinha got 1,058.Several Union
Ministers and BJP leaders also
reached Murmu's residence to
congratulate her.
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Cleaver unbeaten fifty,
Bracewell hat-trick drive NZ...

Amid ruckus by Oppn,
Question Hour held in RS
Team Absolute|New Delhi

O

n the fourth day of the
Monsoon Session and
amid the ruckus by
the opposition parties, the
Rajya Sabha held the
Question Hour on Thursday.
Since the beginning of the
current Monsoon Session,
the Question Hour was held
for the first time as the opposition was protesting continuously.
The House proceedings
were adjourned twice in the
pre-lunch proceedings after
the opposition members
continued to protest,
demanding discussion on
the hike in GST rates, price
rise and Agnipath scheme.
The Rajya Sabha was first
adjourned till 12 noon as
soon it met for the proceedings of the day and secondly
during Question Hour for 10
minutes.
The Opposition members

carrying placards continued
shouting slogans. Question
hour was held amid protests
and sloganeering from the
opposition camp and the
Deputy Chairman requested
the protesting members to
go back to their seats and let
the House function.
Amid the ruckus, the
Deputy Chairman adjourned
the House for 10 minutes till
12.35 p.m. The Opposition
members continued to
protest as the Rajya Sabha

Kerala NEET innerwear row: All
Seven arrested released on bail

Congress MPs move adjournment SONIA HAD PROBLEM
notices in RS, LS over ED 'misuse' WHILE SPEAKING
DURING ED GRILLING
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O

n a day of questioning of Sonia Gandhi
by the Enforcement Directorate in the
National Herald case, the Congress
MPs moved adjournment notices in both
Houses of Parliament over the 'misuse of
agencies against the opponents'.
In Lok Sabha, the notice was given by
Gaurav Gogoi and Manickam Tagore.
Congress MP KC Venugopal gave a suspension of business notice in the Rajya Sabha, citing the "misuse of central agencies in the
country which includes the ED, CBI and I-T

DELHI AIIMS RAISES
PRIVATE WARD ROOM
RENT FOLLOWING 5
PERCENT GST
New Delhi: The All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New
Delhi, on Thursday announced a
raise in the charges of its private
ward rooms.The move comes following the recent decision by the
GST Council to levy a 5 per cent tax
on hospital room rent exceeding Rs
5,000 per day. The revised charge
will be effective from July 18 as per
government notification.
As per the notification issued by
AIIMS, the charges for A class
(deluxe room) at AIIMS will now
be Rs 6300 per day. Patients have
to pay 10 days advance deposit of
Rs 66,000, including 5 per cent GST
and diet charges.An official communication from AIIMS Financial
Advisor, Narinder Bhatia, to the
Medical Superintendent, HoDs
and other key officials reads: "The
undersigned is directed to notify
the following hospital charges for
room rent for private ward hospitalised patients with effect from
18th July, 2022, as per notification
of Government of India levying
GST @5 per cent on the room rent
(except ICU) exceeding Rs 5,000
per day per patient charged by a
hospital.""Room rent: Rs 6,000 +
GST 5 per cent, Rs 63,00/- per day
for A- class or Deluxe rooms," he
said in the letter.

department to target political leaders by the
ruling party."
In a joint move, the floor leaders of the
opposition will also meet to chalk out an
agenda regarding the session.
Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi,
who had been summoned by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) to join the
investigation in connection with the National
Herald case, is likely to reach ED
Headquarters by 11 a.m.
She will be questioned by a team of joint
director level officials, including a woman.
ED sources suggested that she will be asked
the same set of questions which were asked to
Rahul Gandhi during his five-day questioning.Her questioning, which was scheduled to
take place on June 23, was postponed on her
request as she was not well.
As per the sources, the ED would ask Sonia
Gandhi about her role in the deal between
Young India (YI) and Associated Journal Ltd
(AJL).Earlier, Rahul Gandhi had said that late
Motilal Vora was looking after all these sorts
of affairs. Vora held 12 per cent stakes in YI
whereas Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi
held 76 per cent stakes in it.

New Delhi:
Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi is
an asthmatic and due
to post Covid complications, she was using
Nebulizer to stabilize
her breath while being
questioned in the
Enforcement
Directorate on
Thursday.
Sources said that Sonia Gandhi is suffering post Covid
complications and she had problems while speaking.
Earlier, Priyanka Gandhi had told ED officials that her
mother doesn't keep well, and she was looking after her
medicines. She said that she would assist her mother due
to her poor health. She had requested the officials to let her
be present in the ED office during her questioning which
was accepted. Sources said that Sonia Gandhi's second
round of questioning couldn't take place due to her poor
health. Now she will join the probe on July 25. There are
possibilities that her questioning can go on for a few days
like her son Rahul Gandhi.

Gyanvapi mosque case: SC to
await Varanasi court decision
on maintainability of suit

proceedings resumed.
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva
tried to raise the 'point of
order'. The deputy chairman
said that if all members go
back to their seats, he will
take point of orders, otherwise not. "Point of Order are
not allowed during the
Question Hour," the Deputy
Chairman said. After the
Question Hour, papers were
laid on the table and the
House was adjourned till 2
pm for lunch break.

Thiruvananthapuram|Agencies

A

ll seven persons, arrested by the Kerala
Police in connection with the NEET girl
aspirants innerwear removal row in the
state, on Thursday got bail from a lower court
in Kollam district.
The court granted bail after it was told that
all what the arrested did was to follow the
rules of the testing agency.
Earlier on Thursday morning, the police
arrested the Mar Thoma Institute of IT's Vice
Principal and NEET exam Centre
Superintendent, Priji Kurian Issac and
National Testing Agency's obsserver Dr
Shamnad.
Earlier, two women staff members of the
college and three others of the testing agency
- Star Training Academy were arrested in
connection with the matter.
All of them were charged under the IPC's
Section 354 (assault or criminal force to a
woman with the intent to outrage her mod-

esty) and Section 509 (word, gesture,
or act intended to insult the modesty
of a woman).Apparently, NTA, which
is responsible for the conduct of NEET
examination, had given the contract to
a private agency in
Thiruvananthapuram, which, in turn,
sub-contracted it to another agency at
Karunagapally.
Ten untrained personnel employed
by the agency, according to the students, were involved in the
incident.Following the incident, the
Church-based college has come
under heavy duress from protesting student
organisations of the leading political parties
in the state.
On Monday, a parent termed the happening "totally unacceptable" and said that he
had no other option but to lodge a complaint.
"We dropped my daughter around 12 noon
at the examination centre and later the exam
officials asked for a shawl. After her exam,
she told us that as there was a metal object in
her innerwear, she and many other students
were asked to remove such clothing. The college where the exam were held said it had no
role, as these things were done by an agency
who was entrusted with the task," he said.
As these candidates who had to undergo
such a humiliation were under tremendous
duress and they were unable to perform well
because of this insensitive behaviour of the
centre officials, the parent added.
Some of NEET girl aspirants were purportedly made to remove their innerwear during
the Sunday's examination at the centre.

President Kovind, other leaders
congratulate president-elect Draupadi Murmu
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T

he Supreme Court on Thursday said
it will wait for the district court's
decision on the maintainability of a
suit in connection with the Gyanvapi
mosque at Varanasi.
A bench headed by Justice DY
Chandrachud and comprising Justices
Surya Kant and PS Narasimha deferred
hearing on a plea by the Committee of
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid Varanasi to
October. The bench noted that Muslim
side's objections on the appointment of
court commissioner to survey the premises would be left open.
Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, representing the mosque committee, contended that the order for commission survey is
ex-facie without jurisdiction. "If I can

make out a case that the order appointing
commission is illegal, then the report has
to be struck off... Now the entire area has
been sealed. A status quo existing for several 100 years has been altered," said
Ahmadi. The mosque committee challenged the Allahabad High Court's order
upholding the decision to appoint the
court commissioner.
The top court also declined to entertain
a separate plea seeking 'puja', 'darshan',
ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey
and carbon dating by the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) of the Shivling purportedly discovered in the Gyanvapi
mosque's ablution area during a courtordered survey.
The plea filed by seven Hindu women
requested the top court to direct the
Central government to install live video
streaming equipment to stream on the
website of Shri Kashi Vishwanath Trust at
Shivalingam existing within the old temple complex discovered in the advocate
commissioner's survey on May 16. The
plea also sought a direction for the devotees to have virtual darshan and perform
symbolic puja.
The Court also refused to entertain
another writ petition seeking right to worship the "Shivling" stated to be found in
the mosque during the survey. The petitions were withdrawn with liberty to pursue other remedies available under law.

D

raupadi Murmu from Odisha on
Thursday scripted history by
winning the crucial presidential
election to become the 15th President
of India. The daughter of Odisha will
succeed incumbent Ram Nath Kovind.
Soon after the announcement of the
result, Murmu was flooded with congratulatory messages with President
Ram Nath Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik and other leaders and
dignitaries wishing her for being elected to the highest constitutional post in
the country.
Incumbent President Ram Nath
Kovind took to Twitter to wish
Draupadi Murmu and wrote, "Heartiest
congratulations and best wishes to
Smt. Droupadi Murmu on being elected as the 15th President of India."
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
also congratulated Murmu while
thanking 'NDA allies, other political
parties and independent representatives for voting in favour' of the NDA's
presidential candidate. "I am sure her
tenure will make the country more
proud," he added. "Congratulate the
daughter of #Odisha, Smt
#DroupadiMurmu on being elected as
15th President of India. It is indeed a
very proud moment for everyone in

Odisha that she has been elected for
the highest office in the country. Her
journey from a humble beginning to
become the First Citizen of the country
is indeed inspiring and her journey is a
shining example of women empowerment. Wish her the very best for a fulfilling tenure ahead," wrote Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.
"I congratulate President-elect Smt.
Murmu on creating history and join the
nation in cherishing her victory. Smt.
Droupadi Murmu ji represents the
hope and promise of an unstoppable

India and also the inherent strengths of
our vibrant democracy. Her victory
today is a victory of every Indian, especially for women, tribals and our disadvantaged citizens," Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan tweeted.
Opposition presidential candidate
Yashwant Sinha also congratulated
Murmu and tweeted, "...I hopeindeed,every Indian hopes-that as 15th
President she functions as Custodian of
Constitution without fear or favour. I
join fellow countrymen in extending
best wishes to her."
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CENTRE UNLEASHING VENDETTA
AGAINST OPPONENTS: OPPN

Extension of PMAY-Urban Mission up
to March 2024 under consideration
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he opposition parties met in
Parliament on Thursday on the
issue of misuse of agencies and
later issued a joint statement.
The statement said, "Modi Sarkar
has unleashed a relentless campaign
of vendetta against its political opponents and critics through the mischievous misuse of investigative
agencies. Prominent leaders of a
number of political parties have been
deliberately targeted and subjected
to harassment in an unprecedented
manner.
"We condemn this and resolve to
continue and intensify our collective
fight against the anti-people, antifarmer, anti-Constitution policies of
the Modi Sarkar that is destroying the
social fabric of our society."
The eleven parties that attended
the meeting at the Leader of
Opposition's office in the Parliament
premises include: DMK, CPI-M, CPI,

IUML, National Conference, TRS,
MDMK, NCP, VCK, Shiv Sena and
the Rashtriya Janata Dal. The meeting happened on the morning of the
day when Congress interim President
Sonia Gandhi is scheduled to appear
before the Enforcement Directorate

in the National Herald case.
The Congress MPs also moved
adjournment notices in both Houses
of Parliament over the 'misuse of
agencies against the opponents'.
In Lok Sabha, the notice was given
by Gaurav Gogoi and Manickam

Punjab will be soon free of
gangsters: Bhagwant Mann
Chandigarh|Agencies

C

omplimenting the
Punjab Police and the
Anti-Gangster Task
Force (AGTF) for successfully carrying out an operation
to gun down two sharpshooters involved in the
killing of famed Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala,
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said on
Thursday that the state will
soon be free of gangsters
and drug peddlers.
"It is my guarantee to the
people of the state that we
will not allow anyone to disturb the hard-earned peace
in Punjab, and every effort
will be made to maintain
peace and communal harmony in the state by making
it free of gangsters and drug

peddlers," the Chief Minister
said.
During a meeting with
Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav
and other officers, who
called on him at his official
residence here, Mann said
that gangsters and drug peddlers were patronised by the
previous governments.
He said under the protection of Akalis and Congress,
gangsters and drug peddlers
had a free run in the state
because their masters used
them for their own vested
political interests.
However, Mann said that
after assuming charge, his
government accorded top
priority to free Punjab of
gangsters and drug smugglers, adding that the day is
not far when all of them will
be behind the bars.

The Chief Minister said
the action of Punjab Police
on Wednesday to eliminate
two sharpshooters involved
in the killing of Moosewala
was in consonance with the
zero-tolerance policy of the
government against gangsters and anti-social elements.Mann said the AGTF
had identified the sharpshooters after which the
police zeroed down on the
abandoned building in
Amritsar district where they
were hiding, adding that the
Punjab Police carried out the
operation in a highly professional manner by displaying
exemplary courage.
During the meeting, the
DGP and AGTF head
Pramod Ban apprised the
Chief Minister about the
entire operation.

Tagore. Congress MP KC Venugopal
gave a suspension of business notice
in the Rajya Sabha, citing the "misuse
of central agencies in the country
which includes the ED, CBI and I-T
department to target political leaders
by the ruling party."

C

hief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Thusday rejected
in the state Assembly the
Opposition's demand for a High
Court-monitored CBI probe into
the gold smuggling case.
The accused in the case Swapna
Suresh has alleged the involvement
of the chief minister and his family
in gold and currency smuggling.
The last day of the present session of the Kerala Assembly on
Thursday ended on a tumultuous
note when Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan ruled out the demand
made by the Congress led
Opposition for a High Court monitored CBI probe into the fresh revelations made by gold smuggling
case accused Swapna Suresh.

Leader of Opposition
V.D.Sateeshan who vehemently
batted for a high court-monitored
CBI probe saying the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) engaged in the
probe cannot be trusted, said:
"There are reports that the ED
wants the present case registered
in Kerala be shifted to Bengaluru.
The ED as all know is an agency
which lacks credibility as it works
on the directives of the government. Kerala on account of the
gold smuggling case has lost crores
of rupees by way of taxes and
hence the only way out of this is a
court-monitored CBI probe and
the Kerala government should take
it up with the Centre for this," said
Satheesan.
Responding to it, Vijayan after
thanking Satheesan for raising the

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS
OBSERVES MARTYR'S
DAY IN THREE NE
STATES
Guwahati/Agartala:As part of its efforts to
expand the party organisation in the northeastern region, the Trinamool Congress on
Thursday observed Shahid Dibas (Martyr's
Day) at different levels in Assam, Meghalaya
and Tripura. Trinamool observes July 21 as
Martyr's Day every year in remembrance of
the 13 persons killed in police firing during a
rally in Kolkata organised by the West Bengal
Youth Congress under the leadership of
Mamata Banerjee on July 21, 1993.
Second-rank Trinamool leaders in the three
northeastern states led the rallies, gatherings
and other events, including garlanding the
photos of the martyrs, as the top party leaders
of these states took part in the main event
held in Kolkata. The party also set up giant
screens at many places in the three northeastern states to telecast the speech of West
Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool supremo Mamata Banerjee, who along with the
party's national General Secretary Abhishek
Banerjee and other top leaders addressed a
large gathering at the traditional venue in
central Kolkata.Trinamool Congress is trying
to extend its political base in Assam, Tripura
and Meghalaya for which Mamata Banerjee
recently formed full-fledged state committees
after a large number of leaders and workers
from other political parties, mostly from
Congress, joined the Trunamool.

n a written reply in Lok
Sabha on Thursday,
Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Kaushal Kishore said: "A proposal seeking extension of
the Mission up to March
2024, to complete all houses
sanctioned under the
scheme up to March 31, 2022
without changing the funding pattern and implementation methodology, is under
consideration. Meanwhile,
an interim extension of 6
months for all verticals
except Credit Linked Subsidy
Scheme has been granted."
The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs is implementing PMAY - Urban
(PMAY-U) - 'Housing for All'
Mission, since June 25, 2015
for giving Central assistance

to States and Union
Territories (UTs) for providing all-weather 'pucca' houses to all eligible urban beneficiaries.Based on the project
proposals submitted by
States/ UTs, a total of 122.69
lakh houses have been sanctioned during the Mission
period till 31 March 2022.
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athinda MP Harsimrat Kaur
Badal on Thursday said the
NDA government had discriminated against Punjab by keeping its farmers, government and
agricultural experts out of the committee on Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and even changed the aim
and intentions of the committee
which would lead to further discontentment and strife.
Speaking in the Lok Sabha, the
Bathinda MP protested against the
manner in which representatives of
Punjab, including its farm and government representatives and agricultural experts, had been kept out
of the committee even though
Punjabis had been in the forefront
of the farmers' agitation, which had

issue of credibility of the ED, pointed out that AICC president is
appearing before the ED.
"The State government has no
role in all these as all these probes
are decided by the Centre," said
Vijayan.Soon, the opposition
benches were up on their feet and
started sloganeering forcing the
Speaker MBRajesh to rush through
the listed business of the day and
wound up the day's session in a
flash and thus the present session
came to a close.
Trouble has been brewing in this
case after Suresh gave a confession
statement for the ED under 164 (5 )
of the Criminal Procedure Code
before a magistrate and she herself
revealed bits and pieces of it,
which included an explosive one
where in she said that Vijayan, his

forced the government to withdraw
the farm laws.
Harsimrat also questioned how
the aim of the committee had been
changed even though the Central
government had given a written
assurance while withdrawing the
farm laws that a forthcoming committee would legalise farmers' right
to the MSP.
"The committee formed on July
12, however, has removed this
clause altogether and changed it to
make MSP more effective and transparent."
She also objected to the composition of the committee, saying the
former Agricultural Secretary, who
was the architect of the erstwhile
black laws, had been made its
Chairman and that a Member
(Agriculture) of NITI Aayog who

wife and their daughter indulged in
smuggling gold and currency.
Following this the Congress and
the BJP have been demanding
Vijayan to either answer the questions she has posed , if not quit and
face a probe, which has both been
dismissed by Vijayan and the entire
party is behind him organising a
series of rallies and public meetings and the state has been flooded
with huge posters giving him a
clean chit.But on Wednesday
things turned sour after the ED
approached the Supreme Court
seeking a transfer of the gold
smuggling cases from Kerala to
Bengaluru and on Thursday the ED
informed the court that if they are
allowed, they will file her confession statement in a sealed cover
before the court.

had resolutely defended the
scrapped farm laws was also its
member.
She said besides this all farmer
representatives included in the
committee were known supporters
of the erstwhile black laws.
She also highlighted how agricultural experts had been included
from Jammu and Jabalpur and representation had been given to governments of Karnataka, Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh and Sikkim but
Punjab had been ignored.
"This has been done despite the
fact that Punjab has served as the
granary of the country and has
made the maximum contribution to
the national food basket in the last
seventy years."
Later while speaking to the
media, Harsimrat demanded the

Patna|Agencies

T

he MLA-MLC court of
Patna pronounced a
10-year jail term for
RJD Bahubali leader Anant
Kumar Singh in an INSAS
rifle, 6 empty magazines and
bullet proof jacket case on
Thursday.
In an investigation of
Vinay Yadav alias Putus, the
Patna police conducted a
raid at the house of Anant
Singh in Barh in 2015.
During the search operation,
the Bihar ATS had found 1
INSAS rifle, 6 empty magazines, a bullet proof jacket
and some clothes.
The trial of this case was
held in the MLA-MLC court
and he was held guilty of
keeping sophisticated arms
and ammunition which are
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challenged Rule 3B of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Rules,
2003, which allows only some categories of women to seek termination of pregnancy between 20 and
24 weeks.The top court observed
that it would be a restrictive interpretation of the MTP Act and Rules,
to limit right of abortion of pregnancy exceeding 20 weeks only to
married women. The bench said
the petitioner should not be denied
the benefit merely on the ground
that she is an unmarried woman.
The bench said prima facie, quite
apart from the issue of constitu-

committee be reconstituted and
expressed shock that Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann had not done anything to register Punjab's strong
protest at being left out of the committee.
She said while AAP MPs from
Punjab had earlier followed their
high command's dictate and held
'dharnas' in Parliament protesting
against the delay in giving permission to its convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to visit
Singapore, Congress MPs from
Punjab were now protesting against
questioning of party President
Sonia Gandhi by the Enforcement
Directorate.
"Both the AAP and Congress MPs
have failed to protect the interests
of Punjabis and voice their concerns in Parliament," she added.

10-year jail term for RJD's Anant
Singh in INSAS rifle case
meant only for use by security forces.
The Beur jail administration produced Anant Singh
in the court where the judge
pronounced the quantum of
punishment of a 10-year jail
term.
Reacting to it, Anant Singh
said: "As I am against the
Nitish Kumar government,
the court has held me guilty
in a case in which I was not
involved. The judge has not
been transferred for the last
18 months. I did not go to
that house where the police
claimed that they had recovered the weapons, in the last
15 years. I firmly believe that
the police planted the
weapons in my house and
framed me under the Arms
Act.""I will challenge the
decision in a higher court,"

'Can't deny abortion if woman is unmarried',
SC allows plea to terminate 24-week pregnancy
n a significant decision, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
allowed the examination of a 24week pregnant unmarried woman
by an AIIMS medical board to
determine whether the pregnancy
can be safely terminated without
endangering her life.
A bench headed by Justice DY
Chandrachud said letting an
unmarried woman suffer an
unwanted pregnancy will be contrary to the object and spirit of the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP) Act.The top court noted that
after the 2021 amendment, the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy
Act uses the word "partner" instead
of "husband" in the explanation to
Section 3. It added that it shows
legislative intent to cover unmarried women under the Act.
The top court asked the director
AIIMS to constitute a medical
board in terms of provisions of the
MTP Act and in the event the board
concludes that the foetus can be
aborted without any danger to the
life of petitioner, then AIIMS should
carry out the abortion. The woman

Against the sanctioned
houses, 101.94 lakh have
been grounded for construction; of which 61.15 lakh are
completed or delivered to
beneficiaries. Central assistance of Rs 2,03,427 crore has
been approved; out of which
Rs 1,20,130 crore has been
released.

'Centre discriminated with Punjab by
keeping farmers out of MSP panel'

Gold smuggling case: Kerala CM
rejects Oppn's demand for CBI probe
Thiruvananthapuram|Agencies

The extension of government's flagship urban housing
scheme, Prime Minister Awas Yojana (PMAY) Urban up to
March 2024 is under consideration by the Ministry of Housing.

tionality, it appears that the Delhi
High Court has taken an unduly
restrictive view. The top court
allowed the unmarried woman's
plea, who challenged the Delhi
High Court order declining to grant
permission to the woman to abort
the 23-week foetus.
On July 16, the Delhi High Court,
while refusing to entertain a plea
seeking termination of a 23-week
pregnancy, observed that the petitioner, a 25-year-old unmarried
Manipuri woman, whose pregnancy arises out of a consensual relationship, is clearly not covered by

any of the clauses under the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy
Rules, 2003. The woman stated in
her plea that she cannot give birth
to the child as she is an unmarried
woman and her partner has
refused to marry her.
It further stated that giving birth
out of wedlock will entail in her
ostracisation and cause her mental
agony. As she is solely a B.A. graduate who is non-working, she will
not be able to raise and handle the
child, the woman submitted in her
petition, stating that she is not
mentally prepared to be a mother
and continuing with the pregnancy
will lead to grave physical and
mental injury for her.
A division bench comprising
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and justice Subramonium
Prasad said: "A perusal of Section
3(2) (a) of the Act provides that the
Medical Practitioner can terminate
the pregnancy, provided, the pregnancy does not exceed 20 weeks.
Section 3(2) (b) of the Act provides
for termination in circumstances
where the pregnancy exceeds 20
weeks but does not exceed 24
weeks."

he said.Earlier on June 21,
The MP-MLA court of Patna
had sentenced Anant Singh
to 10 years in jail in the AK 47
and 2 grenades recovery case
as well.The AK 47, 2 hand
grenades and 26 live cartridges were recovered from
the house of Anant Singh in
his native village Nadwa in
Barh sub-division in 2019
and the MP-MLA court on
June 14 had held him guilty
of the offence. Besides Anant
Singh, the caretaker of his
house Sunil Ram was also
sentenced to 10 years in jail.
After this sentencing, his
membership of the Bihar
Vidhan Sabha will be cancelled and a bypoll will be
held. Anant Singh is currently the MLA from Mokama
assembly constituency in
Patna district.

INDIA LOGS 21,566
COVID CASES, 45
DEATHS IN LAST 24 HRS
New Delhi:India reported 21,566
new Covid infections in past 24
hours, against previous day's 20,557
count, Union Health Ministry said
on Thursday.
In the same period, 45 more
Covid deaths were reported taking
the nationwide death toll to
5,25,870. Meanwhile, the active
caseload has marginally increased
to 1,48,881 cases, accounting for
0.34 per cent of the total positive
cases.The recovery of 18,294 patients
in the last 24 hours took the cumulative tally to 4,31,50,434.
Consequently, the recovery rate
stands at 98.46 per cent.
Meanwhile, the Daily Positivity
rate has also risen to 4.25 per cent,
while the Weekly Positivity Rate
stands at 4.51 per cent. Also in the
same period, a total of 5,07,360 tests
were conducted across the country,
increasing the overall tally to over
87.11 crore.As of this morning, the
Covid-19 vaccination coverage
exceeded 200.91 crore, achieved via
2,64,98,391 sessions.
Over 3.82 crore adolescents have
been administered with a first dose
of Covid-19 jab since the beginning
of vaccination drive for this age
bracket.
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Citizens should come forward
to get booster dose: CM

CHOUHAN LAUNCHED FREE PRECAUTION (BOOSTER) DOSE CAMPAIGN

Booster dose must be taken to strengthen
the protective shield against Corona: CM C

Team Absolute |Bhopal

 MADHYA PRADESH WILL
MAKE A RECORD IN
ADMINISTERING PRECAUTION (BOOSTER) DOSE

STATE LEVEL COVID VACCINE AMRIT MAHOTSAV BEGINS

 THE NEWLY ELECTED
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD ENSURE
THAT NOT A SINGLE ELIGIBLE PERSON REMAINS
WITHOUT A BOOSTER
DOSE IN AREA
 IN 75 DAYS, ABOUT 5
CRORE PEOPLE WILL GET
THE PRECAUTION DOSE OF
CORONA
Team Absolute | Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that the
people of the state had set a
record in the country in administering the first and second doses to prevent Corona infection. Now, by participating actively in this campaign
of vaccination dose, the people of
the state will achieve cent percent
target within the time limit. About 5
crore people in the state are eligible

C

for the precaution dose. We will be
successful in this public campaign
which will last for 75 days till the
month of September with the cooperation of social organisations, voluntary organisations, Anganwadis
and ASHA workers and all the people of the state. Chouhan was
addressing a state-level programme
at the Protima Malik Mahila Police
Hospital in Bhopal on the occasion
of the launch of the Covid Vaccine
Amrit Mahotsav, which is conducted
to strengthen the protective shield
against the disease of Covid-19.
Chouhan appealed to all the
newly elected public representatives

to ensure that no eligible person
remains in their area without booster dose. CM visited the Vaccination
Centre at Protima Malik Mahila
Police Hospital and encouraged
them by interacting with the people
who came to get vaccinated.
He said that the world is amazed
by the way the country has faced the
Corona infection under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. On the initiative of the PM
Modi, the Covid Vaccine Amrit
Mahotsav has been launched for the
protection of the countrymen from
infection by administering free vaccination doses. This campaign,

Bajrang Dal member attacked in
MP for supporting Nupur Sharma
 A MEMBER OF THE BAJRANG DAL WAS ATTACKED IN MADHYA PRADESH
FOR ALLEGEDLY MAKING STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF BJP'S SUSPENDED
LEADER NUPUR SHARMA. FOLLOWING A COMPLAINT, THE POLICE FILED A
CASE AGAINST 13 PEOPLE FOR THE ATTACK ON THE MAN IDENTIFIED AS
AYUSH JADAM, 25, AND ARRESTED EIGHT OF THE ACCUSED
Team Absolute |Bhopal

member of the Bajrang
Dal was attacked in
Madhya Pradesh for
allegedly making statements
in support of BJP's suspended leader Nupur Sharma.
As per the police, an incident was reported in Agar
district where around one
dozen people cornered
Ayush Jadam and attacked
him in full public view on
July 20. A case was registered
and eight accused were
arrested. The police is on the
lookout of others.
In his complaint, Jadam
told the police that he was
driving down the Ujjain Road
on a motorbikes, a group of
people on six-seven bikes
cornered him. They (attackers) asked if he was Ayush
Jadam. "When I confirmed,
they attacked me with sharpedged weapons, including
knives and swords. They said
I would be beheaded for supporting Nupur Sharma,"
Jadam said in his complaint.
"They surrounded me and
attacked me with sharp
weapons. They were saying,
cut him in pieces. Luckily
there were some people who
saved my life," he added.
As per the police, Jadam
sustained injuries on his
head and was admitted in the
hospital. After the incident,
police claimed to have
deployed heavy security in
the Agar area. "Eight persons
have been arrested involved
in the case while search for

A

Attackers will be booked
under NSA: HM
Taking strong cognizance of the attack on the Bajrang
Dal leader Ayush Mali in Agar Malwa over support to
Nupur Sharma, the Home minister Narottam Mishra
affirmed that eight of the accused have been arrested
while rest of them will be nabbed shortly.
Affirming that none will be allowed to tamper with the
peace of the state, Mishra said these accused will be
dealt with district externment and imposition of
National Security Act. The attackers have been booked
under section 307 of IPC.
The Home minister hinted bulldozer action against the
accused saying the local administration has been asked
to initiate stringent against in the matter.

others is underway. Security
has been strengthened to
prevent any law and order
problem," said a senior
police official in Agar district.
Aman was injured after he
was attacked by a group of
people armed with sharpedged weapons for allegedly
expressing support for former BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma in Agar Malwa district on Wednesday, officials
said. Agar Malwa's uperin-

tendent of Police (SP) Rakesh
Sagar told PTI that the complainant in the case has
claimed Jadam was attacked
for supporting Sharma,
whose controversial comments about Prophet
Mohammad during a TV
debate in May had kicked up
a huge controversy. "It is a
matter of investigation if the
victim had indeed supported
Sharma and in what manner," he added.

which started in the 75th year of
independence, will continue for 75
days.
Chouhan said that 12 crore 15
lakh vaccine dose administered to
eligible persons against Corona in
the state. While congratulating to the
officers and employees of the Health
Department for immunization of 93
percent eligible population of the
state, CM said that the state would
also set a record in applying booster
doses. Chief Minister said that in the
Covid Vaccine Amrit Mahotsav, all
such persons above the age of 18
years who have completed six
months after the second dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine, are eligible for the
precaution doses. The precautionary
dose of the same vaccine will be
given as the second dose of the vaccine that was given to the person. On
27th July, 3rd August, 17th August,
31st August, 14th September and
28th September, mega campaigns for
vaccination will be conducted in the
state with public participation.
Chouhan appealed to all
social organisations, voluntary
organisations, religious leaders,
prominent people of the society to
motivate the general public to get
precaution doses.

he outcomes of the urban local body polls in
Madhya Pradesh will send warning signal to
the two national parties dominating state politics, the ruling BJP and the opposition Congress, as
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) have made
a stunning entry in Madhya Pradesh's political scenario.
While the Arvind Keriwal-led AAP bagged one
Mayoral post besides winning around half-a-dozen
municipal wards, Asaduddin Owaisi's AIMIM also
made an impressive entry into state politics by winning as many as six municipal wards.
After the second phase of counting on
Wednesday, results of five municipal corporations - Rewa, Katni, Morena, Dewas and Ratlam -- were
announced, in which the AAP managed to win one
municipal ward while the AIMIM won three
municipal wards.

T

Notably, the results came just about 16 months
before the Assembly elections scheduled in 2023,
boosting the confidence of the cadres both the
debutant parties in the state.
In the first phase of counting held on July 17,
AIMIM had bagged two municipal wards in
Jabalpur and one each in Khandwa and Burhanpur.
In the second phase of counting held on
Wednesday, out of the three municipal seats
AIMIM won, one was won in Khargone by a candi-

Mishra slams Digvijaya for his
remark on NSA Doval's son
Team Absolute |Bhopal

adhya Pradesh home
minister Narottam
Mishra on
Wednesday attacked veteran
Congress leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Digvijaya Singh,
calling him a 'sympathiser' of
controversial Islamic preacher Zakir Naik who is banned
in India.
Mishra said Digvijaya
Singh, who called Zakir Naik
a 'peacemaker' will only
question Ajit Doval. "Such
leaders are popular for such
statements and they are getting lessons despite getting
results." Mishra made the
remarks in response to a
question posed by Digvijaya
Singh to Ajit Doval.
Digvijaya Singh on
Tuesday questioned on social
media the citizenship of
Doval's son. In a tweet, he
alleged that Doval's son Vivek

M

Bike riders leave from Bhopal for Bhavra

C

the bike rally that started from Smart
City Garden Bhopal for Bhavra
before the flag off. CM showered
flowers on the bike riders and sent
them for Bhavra (Alirajpur). There
are 20 riders included in the bike

Bhopal: The state government will run a state-wide sapling plantation campaign from July 28
Hariyali Amavasya to August 15 Independence Day in the Ankur programme with the participation of government departments, citizens, communities and voluntary organisations.
Guidelines have been issued to all the collectors regarding implementation by Additional
Secretary Environment and Executive Director EPCO Shriman Shukla. Collectors have been
asked to constitute district level committee under the chairmanship of the collector by involving all the stakeholders on the lines of the mega campaign conducted earlier for the successful
operation of the campaign. The committee will ensure public participation by continuously
coordinating, supervising and monitoring the plantation campaign from July 28 to August 15.
The weekly progress of the Ankur programme will also be reviewed by the committee.
Plantation can be done in the premises of all government office buildings, public undertakings,
industrial establishments, offices of the corporations, boards. Apart from this, plantation can
also be done on other government and forest land available along with the premises of schools,
colleges, Anganwadis, hostels, Panchayats etc. Collectors have been asked to involve the nongovernment organisations, community based organisations and private organisations of their
districts with the campaign and plant saplings on their premises and other suitable places.
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is a British citizen, running
his company with a
Pakistani.
"Ajit Doval's son Vivek
Doval is a British national,
lives in Singapore and runs a
company in the Cayman
Islands with a Pakistani partner. Ajit Doval ji this allegation is being levelled at you.
You have been a capable
police officer and we have no
doubt about your patriotism

Youth Mahapanchayat to begin by applying soil of Amar
Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azads birthplace on forehead: CM
hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that for the
purpose of deliberating on
how youths can dedicate themselves
for building self-reliant India and
self-reliant Madhya Pradesh and for
change in social, economic and
political areas, a State level Youth
Panchayat has been organised in
Bhopal on July 23 and 24. This
Panchayat, to be held on the 116th
birth anniversary of Amar Hutatma
Chandrashekhar Azad, will pave the
way for the progress of the state.
While remembering the contribution of Amar Shaheed
Chandrashekhar Azad, a bike rally
has set off from Bhopal for Bhavra,
the birthplace of Azad to pay him
tributes. Chouhan was addressing

State-wide sapling plantation mega campaign from July 28 to August 15

AAP, AIMIM's entry in MP politics sends warning signal to BJP, Cong

Chouhan flagged off bike rally

Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has appealed to the citizens to get
booster dose to prevent Corona infection. Under the Covid Vaccine Amrit
Mahotsav, the state level campaign of free
booster dose has been launched on Thursday.
Under the campaign, special activities will
be conducted to ensure maximum vaccination by September. Special campaigns will
also be conducted with the aim of motivating
the people of the state for vaccination. said
that preparations have been made in a
planned manner for administering booster
doses. Individuals who have completed 6
months of both the doses are eligible for
booster dose. Chouhan said that the people of
Madhya Pradesh had set a record in the country in administering the first and second
doses. Similarly, citizens should play an active
part in making this campaign of booster dose
a success. He has instructed the officials to

leave no stone unturned in making people
aware about the booster dose. Booster dose
should be given to as many eligible people as
possible. Giving top priority to this work, it
should be kept in mind that no eligible person
is deprived of the booster dose.
Chief Minister said that efforts are being
made to increase awareness by involving various social organizations, public representatives, Jan Abhiyan Parishad and Crisis
Management Committees etc in the campaign. Appeals have also been made through
various media.
It is worth mentioning that in the meeting
of the Union Cabinet held under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi, the citizens
above the age of 18 will be given free booster
dose for the next 75 days to protect against
Covid-19. This system of free dose has
become effective from July 15. An important
decision has also been taken recently by the
central government to change the period of
booster dose from 9 months to 6 months.

rally. Chouhan said that there will be
deliberations in the Youth Panchayat
regarding what measures can be
taken for the formation of a golden
Madhya Pradesh. The ideas that will
emerge from this will be used for

building a self-reliant India and selfreliant Madhya Pradesh. The Prime
Minister Narendra Modi wants to
turn the Amritkaal of Independence
into a golden opportunity for nation
building. This programme is being
organized according to his intentions. Chouhan said that Amar
Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azad was
born in Bhavra (Alirajpur). He sacrificed his everything for the country.
The bike rally will reach Bhavra
(Alirajpur) from Bhopal passing
through several villages in different
districts. This rally will return to
Bhopal with the soil of the birthplace
of Amar Shaheed Chandrashekhar
Azad. The Youth Mahapanchayat
will begin by applying the soil of his
birthplace on the forehead and the
Kalash (vessel) of the soil will be
kept in the Shaurya Memorial.

but you should deny such
reports," Digvijaya tweeted
on Tuesday.
Earlier in March this year,
the Union government
informed a UAPA tribunal
that Islamist preacher Zakir
Naik, "despite leaving for
Malaysia in 2016," continues
to reach out to his followers
promoting hatred and ill-will
between different religious
communities, forcible conversion of youth to Islam and
make derogatory statements
against Hindus, Hindu Gods
and other religions.
In November 2021, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
extended the ban on Naik's
NGO -- the Islamic Research
Foundation (IRF) -- for
another five years. The IRF
was first declared an unlawful association in 2016 under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) after
a terror attack in Bangladesh.

date belonging to the Hindu community.
AIMIM's Aruna Upadhyay, who won from
Khargone, told IANS, "I had never thought of contesting elections, but I was impressed by the
thoughts of Asaduddin Owaisi. Communal violence
in April this year changed the scenario of the city
and the people who used to walk and talk together
are now experiencing bitterness. People from both
the communities have supported me and I will try
my best to work for them."
In the overall results, out of the 16 municipal corporations in Madhya Pradesh, BJP could retain only
nine Mayoral posts, while the Congress for the first
time managed to win five Mayoral. The AAP and an
Independent candidate won one Mayoral post
each.
The saffron camp lost the Mayoral post in the
Morena Municipal Corporation, the home turf of
party stalwart and Union minister Narendra Singh
Tomar. The BJP also lost the Mayoral post in Rewa
after a gap of 25 years.

OVER 6 THOUSAND MORE VILLAGES
JOINED JAL JEEVAN MISSION
Team Absolute |Bhopal

nder the Jal Jeevan Mission, the Public Health
Engineering Department has approved the revised 25
cluster water supply schemes worth 11 thousand 100
crore 72 lakhs. Madhya Pradesh Jal Nigam is starting the work of
construction of these water supply schemes. Through these
schemes, arrangements will be made to provide water through
tap connections to every household of the rural population of
18 districts of Bhopal, Ujjain, Jabalpur, Indore, Narmadapuram,
Sagar and Gwalior divisions. Water supply schemes of the mission will provide drinking water facility to more than 9 lakh 34
thousand families of 6 thousand 261 villages. These schemes
will fulfil the drinking water needs of more than 71 lakh rural
population of Bhopal, Vidisha, Raisen, Ujjain, Mandsaur,
Neemuch, Ratlam, Chhindwara, Mandla, Khargone, Khandwa,
Betul, Sagar, Damoh, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Datia and
Shivpuri districts. So far more than 51 lakh 15 thousand rural
families have been provided water via taps at their homes
through the works being done under Jal Jeevan Mission in the
state. There are about 5 thousand 300 villages in which facility
of water through tap has been given to every family. Under the
mission, the works of water supply schemes are going on a large
scale to provide water to the rural population of the state
through tap connections at their homes. Of these, 70 to 90 percent work in more than 8 thousand villages and up to 70 percent
work in 16 thousand 300 villages is nearing completion. From
this month, the works of drinking water system of more than 6
thousand villages are being started.

U

Two of tribal man's three wives win
panchayat polls in Madhya Pradesh
Team Absolute |Bhopal

wo wives of a former
Sarpanch won
Panchayat polls in
Alirajpur district, leading to
the man going door to door
in his native Nanpur village
along with his victorious
partners to thank voters.
In fact, 35-year-old
Samrath Morya even wanted
his third wife to contest the
polls but that would have
meant she would have had to
leave her job as a peon in the
education department, his
friends told the media.
He hit the headlines on
April 30 this year when he
married Sakri (25), Mela (28)
and Nani Bai (30) in a public
event with the participation
of scores of people in
Nanpur, some 14 kilometres
from Alirajpur headquarters
and 400 kilometres from the

T

capital Bhopal.
"I am on cloud nine. The
people here love me and my
wives. They have showered
their blessings. I live with my
three wives in a small room
in perfect harmony and we
attend all functions together,"
he said.
Samrath, who has three
sons and three daughters
from the marriages, said he
was an active BJP worker.
"I married Nani Bai (a
peon in the education
department) in 2003, Mela in
2008 and Sakri in 2017. The
formal marriage with a huge

gathering was held on April
30 this year," he said.
The much-married man is
so delighted he has been
throwing parties all day since
the results came in, his friend
Jitendra Vani said.
Veteran journalist and
local tribal culture expert
Chandrabhan Singh
Bhadoria said polygamy was
not forbidden among tribes
like the Bhilala, to which
Samrath belongs.
Their marriages are not
governed by the Hindu
Marriage Act, Alirajour resident Bhadoria said.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

PRICE RISE IS SORE POINT
t appears that the inflation sore has
begun to heal with headline CPI
moderating to 7.01% in June, from a
peak of 7.8% in April. The Q1 average
settled at 7.3%, lower than the RBI's estimated 7.5%, allowing the central bank
to catch a breath. Analysts, however,
caution that the price rise worryingly
continues to be broad-based. Barring
housing, all other segments saw inflation above 6%, and there seems no
respite particularly for the food and
beverages basket with vegetables seeing
a disturbing 17.4% increase. This leaves
no solace for monetary policy, and markets rightly expect a 25-50 bps rate hike
next month, with more 25 bps jackings
to follow during the rest of the fiscal. But
the front-loaded rate hikes imply that it
won't be a lengthy tightening cycle, with
RBI intent on keeping real rates neutral
or higher. Meanwhile, it was presumed
that inflation in the US had peaked, but
with price rise touching a 40-year-high
of 9.1% in June, fears of aggressive monetary tightening by the US Federal
Reserve are back with full force. But
chances are, the ongoing tightening
cycle may end sooner than expected if
global commodity prices continue to
slide. If global prices soften amid fears of
a recession, the pressures caused by
inflation in the Indian economy too
may fade. But for now, the strengthening US dollar is weighing on INR, which
touched a new low of 80 and may continue to get whacked as foreign investors
go after dollars. One must also remain
vigilant of supply chain disruptions
amid the stop-start nature of lockdowns
in GDP-giant China, which could intensify imported inflation.

I

ITALIAN PM MARIO
DRAGHI RESIGNS
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi officially resigned on Thursday after he
failed to revive his coalition government,
putting an end to his national unity government after 17 months in office.
Rome: Italian Prime
Minister Mario Draghi officially resigned on Thursday
after he failed to revive his
coalition government, putting an end to his national
unity government after 17
months in office.
Draghi told President
Sergio Mattarella that he
failed to reunite his coalition government as three
parties in his government refused to back him in a confidence vote on Wednesday, BBC reported.
Mattarella had asked him to remain as caretaker leader
until early elections, expected this autumn.
Draghi, 74, was dubbed Super Mario for his handling of
the eurozone crisis as head of the European Central Bank.
However, a week ago, one of the parties in his government refused to back his economic package prompting a
political crisis.
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'HOPE HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE THE
MOST ADVERSE OF CIRCUMSTANCES'

B

alancing a job as the
branch manager of a PSU
bank with family responsibilities and writing a
book about the journey
of a child born with cerebral palsy is
quite a tall order but Shikhi Sharma
decided to soldier on nonetheless
as success "is one step away from
the moment you decide to quit."
Balancing a job as the branch
manager of a PSU bank with family
responsibilities and writing a book
about the journey of a child born
with cerebral palsy is quite a tall
order but Shikhi Sharma decided to
soldier on nonetheless as success
"is one step away from the moment
you decide to quit".
She was halfway through a love
story that she was working on when
one day she had a chat with a relative, Ajay Sharma, whose son
Tapasvi was born with cerebral
palsy.
"While listening to this story I
realised that this topic of accepting
differently-abled kids is something
that really needs to be highlighted.
The impact of certain instances
shared by Tapasvi's father was so
strong on my mind that I left my
other book midway and started
working on this book," Shikhi
Sharma told IANS in an interview of
her book, 'Unbeatable' (Srishti).
"The journey has not been easy,"
she admitted.
Due to her bank job, "it was not
easy to write while handling job
duties and family responsibilities at
the same time".
She would start writing at about
10.30 at night after completing the
household work and used to write
till 2.30 a.m. and then used to get
up again at 6.15 a.m. to finish the
work and rush off to the bank.
"But today, when I see this book
in front of me, I feel as if all the
efforts have been worthwhile. The
book had a very strong impact on
my mind as it is a very sensitive
topic. Being a mother myself, I can
realise how tough journey it must
have been for Tapasvi's parents.
"This book taught me two very

important lessons, firstly that hope
has the power to change the most
adverse of circumstances. The second is that one should never give
up. Success is one step away from
the moment you decide to quit,"
Sharma explained.
'Unbeatable' is a rollercoaster
ride through setbacks, determination, accomplishments and the
power of love. It's an attempt to create hope that it is possible to
achieve anything and everything.
Along with a compelling story of a
young boy, the book also carries
information from experts on what
cerebral palsy is, its causes, risk factors, forms and early signs.
As readers step in the book, it
reveals that when Tapasvi, one of
Ajay's twin sons, is diagnosed with
cerebral palsy, he is perplexed but
determined to go to the ends of the
world to make Tapasvi's dreams
come true, even though his path is
littered with obstacles. Thus begins
a journey where Ajay and his family
go through a series of experiences
which equip them to understand
the intricacies of cerebral palsy and
support Tapasvi through thick and
thin. Readers can also get inspired
by Ajay's resolve to make his son
feel like second to none.
The book is Sharma's attempt to
create hope that it is possible to
achieve anything and everything
despite a disability.
"I am really passionate about
writing and ardently believe in
channelising my literary talents to
tell meaningful stories which have
the power to touch lives and make
an impact on the world. I have
always been confident about
achieving things in whatever I put
my hand in. This book has changed
me as a person and taught me the
true meaning of life, of holding on
and never giving up," Sharma said.
The end result is quite heartwarming in Tapasvi's own words.
"There are so many people who
are putting in so much efforts so
that I can have a better life. My life
is a product of series of sacrifices
made by my family and friends to

M

alian Foreign Ministry
has asked the
spokesperson of
MINUSMA, the United Nations
peacekeeping mission in Mali,
to leave the country in 72 hours
as tweets about a diplomatic
incident has escalated tensions
between the two sides.
Mali announced last week the
temporary suspension of all new
rotations of the MINUSMA
peacekeeping mission for security reasons. The announcement
came days after the Malian
authorities arrested 49 soldiers
from Cote d'Ivoire who they said
have arrived in the country
without permission.
Cote d'Ivoire said the soldiers
were sent to provide support for
MINUSMA, but Mali said it had
no mission orders or any
authorization to enter the coun-

"I know I should be grateful to
every single person who has supported me in my journey, but is it
fair for them to help me by keeping their own comfort and happiness at stake? How can I ever evaluate myself if I am using the help
of writers?
"From day one, I had a choice.
Either I could let myself drown in
self-pity or I could take my father's
hand and carve my path towards a
bright future. I never thought that I
wouldn't have a good life because
my father was always there for me.
It is his faith and conviction that
has made me into the person that I
am today.
"Once, I was sitting in my room
when my father entered. He put his
hand on my shoulder and said,
'Tapasvi! I want you to be independent'.
"I felt extremely happy to know
that my family considered me worthy enough to give me responsibilities. It was a very gratifying
moment, but my war isn't over yet.
"I want my father to not to worry

about me so much. I want my
brother to live a happy life, without
sacrificing his dream. I want to
become an inspiration to others.
My physical condition is not a disability, it is my ability to do different
and extraordinary things.
"This sun that you see every day,
it shines with its own light. Apart
from rising magnificently, it spreads
its light benevolently and illuminates the rest of the world. The
moon graciously borrows its light
from the sun and glows with its
own might.
"My father has always been the
sun of my life. And I am the moon. I
always hope to learn, evolve and
grow under his nurturing care."
Tapasvi, who is now 25, has
cleared the written exam of the
Rajasthan Public Service
Commission for a lecturer's job and
is awaiting an interview call.
Tapasvi is lucky to have loving
and caring family that has helped
him grow. But, are the systems in
India adequate for dealing with
countless other children/adults
with cerebral
palsy?
What are

the lacunae and what needs to be
done to remove these?
"No, I will not hesitate in saying
that the system is not adequate at
all in dealing with differently-abled
children and adults both," Sharma
said.
"Private schools don't give
admission easily to these kids. Also,
there is a lot of differentiation in
accepting differently-able girl and
boy child. The society is very rigid
when it comes to accepting a differently-abled kid. One more thing
that I observed is that in most cases,
the blame for giving birth to a differently-abled kid is put on the
Mother which is very wrong," she
added.
"This book has really taught me a
lot, it has moulded me as a person.
This book taught me the power of
hope and acceptance. The differently abled kids can do wonders all that they need is a chance,"
Sharma concluded.

(Vishnu Makhijani can be
reached at
vishnu.makhijani@ians.in)
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S Korea, US poised to reinstate
Indonesian president to visit East combined
drills abolished in 2018
Asia for economic cooperation S
Seoul|Agencies

Jakarta|Agencies

I

ndonesian President Joko
Widodo is scheduled to
visit China, Japan and
South Korea on July 25-28 to
discuss economic cooperation, including on trade and
investment, Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi said on
Thursday.
"The three countries are
Indonesia's strategic partners
in the economic field, as well
as for ASEAN," Marsudi told
a press conference.
The first leg of Widodo's
upcoming trip is China,
Indonesia's largest trading
partner, and its secondlargest investor after
Singapore, according to the
Indonesian foreign minister,
Xinhua news agency reported.From Beijing, Widodo will
continue his overseas trip to
Tokyo for meeting with

Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and Japanese
business people, then to
Seoul for meeting with South
Korean President Yoon Sukyeol on the last day.
Last year, Indonesia's bilateral trade with Japan reached

Mali asks spokesperson of UN 'AZADI' MARCH CASES:
peacekeeping mission to leave COURT EXTENDS IMRAN'S
INTERIM BAIL TILL JULY 30
amid friction over tweets
Bamako|Agencies

ensure my happiness.
Instead of letting this
thought bring me
down, I use it to
strengthen my self-confidence.
"I don't have any
other option but to succeed. I have always
strived to focus and do
well in my studies.
Reading books is like
meditation to me.
"Once, during one of
my exams, a writer cancelled at the last
moment due to some
unexpected circumstances. My father had
to beg a 12 standard girl
to become my writer.
My father was folding
his hands to convince
the girl to help me so that I don't
lose out on my studies. And, I
couldn't do anything other than
watching from behind the curtain.

try, Xinhua news agency reported.
In a statement released on
Wednesday, Malian Foreign
Ministry accused MINUSMA
spokesman Olivier Salgado of
Twitter posts declaring "without
any proof" that the Malian
authorities had been previously
informed of the arrival of the 49
soldiers.
Mali cannot "ignore these
actions which undermine the
partnership with MINUSMA and
other partners," said the statement.
The United Nations "deeply
regrets" Salgado's requested
departure, deputy UN
spokesman Farhan Haq said.
MINUSMA, the United
Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilisation Mission
in Mali, was established in 2013
to support foreign and local
troops battling militants.

Islamabad|Agencies

A

district and sessions court on
Thursday
extended the interim
bail of former Prime
Minister and PTI
chairman Imran
Khan till July 30 in 11
cases related to the
party's "Azadi
March."The former Prime Minister had applied for
pre-arrest bail in FIRs registered against him at
various places of the federal capital, but he did not
appear before the court as he was in Lahore, Dawn
reported. District and Sessions Judge Kamran
Basharat said that it was important for Imran Khan
to appear in court in case 425 registered at the
Kohsar police station, in which the former prime
minister has been booked under treason charges.
"A fresh bail needs to be issued in this FIR and I
will only pass the orders when the accused
appears in court," the judge said, to which, Imran's
counsel said that his client would appear at the
next hearing on July 30.

32 billion US dollars, and that
with South Korea totalled
18.41 billion US dollars.
In the bilateral meetings,
Widodo will also discuss with
the leaders the latest updates
on regional and international
issues, Marsudi added.

outh Korea and the United States are
expected to revive a comprehensive
combined military exercise abolished in
2018, Seoul officials said on Thursday, amid
the allies' efforts to reinforce deterrence
against North Korea's evolving nuclear and
missile threats.The exercise set for August 22 September 1 is likely to combine the computer simulation-based command post training,
field maneuvers and Ulchi civil contingency
drills -- a makeup tantamount to a revival of
the Ulchi Freedom Guardian (UFG) drills,
Yonhap news agency reported.
The UFG was abolished in 2018 under the
then liberal Moon Jae-in administration, as it
remained keen on facilitating diplomacy with
the North, which has decried the exercise as a
war rehearsal.On Wednesday, the interior
ministry said the four-day Ulchi drills are
scheduled to kick off on August 22 -- an indication the drills have been timed to coincide
with the allied summertime training.
Launched in 1968 following a North Korean
commando raid in Seoul, the Ulchi exercise is
designed to practice responses to possible
emergencies, like cyberterrorism and an
artillery attack.Seoul and Washington have
also been in talks on newly naming their

upcoming exercise, the defence ministry here
said."The list of the new government's policy
tasks included changing the name of the
South Korea-US theatre-level combined training," Col. Moon Hong-sik, deputy spokesperson of the ministry, told a regular press briefing. "Related consultations are in progress,
and we will make an announcement once a
decision is made."Among the new names
under consideration are the "Ulchi Freedom
Shield" or a name including the word
"alliance," according to media reports.
From 1976 through 2007, the allies' summertime exercise was called the Ulchi Focus
Lens (UFL). The UFL consisted of the Ulchi
exercise and the combined Focus Lens drills
launched in 1954 by the US-led UN
Command.The exercise took the new name,
the UFG, in 2008. It had been held under that
name until 2017.

SL PRESIDENT VOWS TO CRACKDOWN ON PROTESTERS
Colombo|Agencies

R

anil Wickremesinghe,
who was sworn in as Sri
Lanka's eighth
President before the
Parliament on Thursday,
vowed to crackdown on protesters who took over
President's House and Prime
Minister's Office.
Wickremesinghe, who was
elected with 134 votes in the
parliament on Wednesday
said "forcibly occupying the
President's Office and the
Prime Minister's Office under
the guise of engaging in the
people's struggle was illegal."
He vowed that legal action
would be initiated against
those who occupied the
President and PM's offices by
force.
Wickremesinghe informed
party leaders that he intends
to prorogue parliament for 24
hours for a "fresh ceremonial
start".The protesters, who
occupied the entrance to the

President's Office for more
than three months and later
took over President's Office
with a violent clash on July 9
and Prime Minister's office
on July 13, had launched a
fresh protest against
Wickremesinghe claiming
they would not accept his
Presidency.
The protesters see
Wickremesinghe as an ally of
ousted President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa and charged that
many MPs were bought over
to vote for him.
As soon as
Wickremesinghe was elected,
police obtained a court order
to remove the tents of the
protesters occupied in the
Galle Face Green.
Hours after
Wickremesinghe was elected,
protesters who gathered to
the entrance of President's

Secretariat closer to the main
protest site, announced that
the unending protest would
continue until
Wickremesinghe is ousted.
Sri Lankan people, suffering with a massive economic
crisis with no fuel, food and
medicine, took to the streets
on March 31 and continued
street fights until former
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and his cabinet
resigned on May 9 and on
July 9 President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa announced his
exit.On May 13, then
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa had appointed
Wickremesinghe as the
Prime Minister of the country
after the then Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa resigned
as the country was trying to
fight out the economic crisis.
After Gotabaya Rajapaksa
fled the crisis-hit country,
Wickremesinghe was
appointed as the acting
President of the country.
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maharashtra
MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT REMOVES
STAY ON CONSTRUCTING AAREY CAR SHED
Soon after taking over, Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had asked the urban development department to start the process for
the construction of the car shed at Aarey.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra government has removed
the stay on constructing a car shed in Mumbai's
Aarey Milk Colony for
Metro 3, said additional
chief secretary and urban
development department's
head Bhushan Gagrani
Thursday.
Soon after taking over,
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had
asked the urban development department to start
the process for the construction of the car shed at
Aarey. "We have examined
the entire matter and there
is no need to bring the matter before the Cabinet. We
asked the implementing
agency, Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation, to prepare the
proposal and mobilise contractor," said an official of
the department.
The Eknath Shinde-led
government has also told
the MMRC to also mobilise
contractors so that work
can resume on the site. On
Wednesday, the urban
development department
and MMRC had a discussion at the political level on
this matter, said officials.
Metro 3 will connect
Navy Nagar and Seepz and

the previous Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government
had dropped the Aarey
Colony site for a car shed
and the MMRC chose the
102-acre salt pan land in
Kanjurmarg. The plan had
been stuck as the Centre
objected to it with environmentalists saying that the
Aarey car shed site is home
to leopards.
Speaking on this issue,
Fadnavis had said, "The
opposition to the car shed
at Aarey is genuine to a certain extent and sponsored
to some extent. I respect
environmentalists. They
have the full right to say
what they feel. The National
Green Tribunal and
Supreme Court have permitted the project. The trees
are cut and nearly 25 per
cent of the work is over.
Now, there is no need to cut
more trees. If we start work
now, it may be delayed in
monsoon, but the car shed
can be done in the next one
year and Metro 3 can start."
The state feels that if the
car shed is shifted to Kanjur
Marg, it will take four years
to construct it and there will
be a cost escalation to Rs
15,000 crore. Officials say
there has already been a
cost escalation of Rs 10,000
crore.

Sonia at ED office: Cong protests
in several Maha cities
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A fire broke out on-board
the aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya while it was
sailing off Karwar in
Karnataka, officials said
here on Wednesday.

T

he Maharashtra Congress and its outfits
in Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur and other
places staged vociferous protests on
Thursday over the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) summoning Congress President Sonia
Gandhi for questioning.
The agitation was led by state President
Nana Patole, Mumbai chief Bhai Jagtap, with
the participation of several top leaders
including former ministers like Varsha
Gaikwad, Aslam Shaikh, Ashok Chavan, and
party working president Charan Singh Sapra
among others.
This morning they started out in a huge
procession from Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT) to the ED office in south
Mumbai.Carrying banners and posters, they
raised slogans slamming the Bharatiya Janata
Party government and the ED for "misusing
central investigating agencies" to target the
Opposition party leaders all over India.
Patole, Jagtap, Gaikwad, speaking on the
occasion condemned the BJP government for
pursuing 'vendetta politics' against the
Congress leaders and also other Opposition
leaders across the country. "They are diverting public attention from major issues like

the GST imposition on essential food items,
the skyhigh inflation and massive unemployment, by targeting the Opposition like this,"
said Patole.Jagtap and Gaikwad pointed out
how the BJP is raking up old cases and issues
to discredit the Congress leaders and
reopened the National Herald case though it
was closed earlier.However, the Congress will
not be cowed down by such harassment tactics and will continue to expose the misdo-

Large number of Indians believe Eknath
Shinde the new chief of real Shiv Sena
 IT SEEMS THAT THE MAJOR
SPLIT IN SHIV SENA THAT
BROUGHT DOWN THE UDDHAV
THACKERAY-LED MAHA VIKAS
AGHADI GOVERNMENT IN
MAHARASHTRA HAS CHANGED
THE PUBLIC PERCEPTION
ABOUT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE
PARTY.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ture party.After the division in the Assembly,
Shiv Sena's parliamentary party is staring at a
split, as 12 of 19 party's Lok Sabha MPs are
reportedly backing Shinde. They even attended a
virtual meeting chaired by Shinde. With these
latest developments the question that comes to
mind is -- Who heads the real Shiv Sena now?
CVoter-IndiaTracker conducted a nationwide

SC JUNKS MAHA GOVT PLEA TO REVIEW ORDER
FOR CBI PROBE AGAINST PARAM BIR SINGH
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on
Wednesday junked a
plea by Maharashtra
government seeking a review
of its order, which transferred to the CBI the investigation in the FIRs against
former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh.
A bench of Justices SK
Kaul and MM Sundresh said:
"Application seeking permission for an oral hearing is
rejected. We have perused
the review petition and
record of the criminal appeal
and are convinced that the
order of which review has
been sought, does not suffer
from any error apparent warranting its reconsideration.
Accordingly, the Review petition is dismissed."
On March 24, terming the
legal clash between former
Mumbai Police
Commissioner and former
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh as "battle
royale", the Supreme Court
ordered a CBI probe into all
cases lodged against Singh
by the Maharashtra Police.
Emphasising that an
impartial probe into the matter is required, it clarified
that it is not revoking Singh's
suspension, and also, if there
were any FIRs registered
against Singh in the future,
then these will also be transferred to the CBI.

A bench of Justices Kaul
and Sundresh then said the
CBI must hold an impartial
probe in all the aspects of the
matter and examine whether
the allegations in the FIRs
have any truth or not. "What
is the truth, who is at fault...
How does such a scenario
come to prevail is something
which investigation must get
into. CBI must hold an
impartial inquiry into all
these aspects," it said.
Singh is facing multiple
cases of extortion, corruption, and misconduct, and
was removed from the post
of Mumbai police chief over
his alleged mishandling of
the Antilia bomb scare case.
The bench passed the
order on a plea by Singh
against the Bombay High
Court judgment passed in
September last year, dismissing his plea challenging the
two inquiries ordered by the
Home Department for
allegedly violating service
rules and corruption
charges, as non-maintainable.
In November, last year, the
apex court granted protection from arrest to Singh in
criminal cases lodged against
him. Singh had claimed that
inquiries were initiated
against him after he accused
Deshmukh of ordering
arrested police officer Sachin
Vaze to collect money from
bars and restaurants to the
tune of Rs 100 crore.

FIRE ON-BOARD INS
VIKRAMADITYA, NO
CASUALTIES

The Maharashtra Congress and its outfits in Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur
and other places staged vociferous protests on Thursday over
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) summoning Congress President
Sonia Gandhi for questioning.

IANS-CVoter National Mood Tracker:

t seems that the major split in Shiv Sena that
brought down the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi government in
Maharashtra has changed the public perception
about the leadership of the party.The undisputed
leadership of Thackerays over Shiv Sena faced a
major jolt with the rebellion of Eknath Shinde
last month. Almost 40 of 55 party MLAs broke
away under the leadership of Shinde, who
replaced Thackeray as chief minister of the state.
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Rahul Nawrekar
has recognised the Shinde faction as the legisla-

Bhopal, Friday, July 22, 2022

survey on behalf of IANS to know people's views
on the issue. During the survey, Indians were
divided in their opinion with a bigger proportion
of respondents stressing that Shinde has
emerged as the new chief of the real Shiv Sena
now. As per the survey data, while 54 per cent
respondents believe that Shinde has successfully
established its leadership over real Shiv Sena, 46
per cent disagreed and opined in favour of
Thackeray.
During the survey, views of both the opposition and NDA voters were divided about leadership of Shiv Sena, with a bigger proportion of
respondents from both the camps replying in
favour of Shinde. According to the survey data,
59 per cent of opposition voters and 51 per cent
of NDA supporters believe that Shinde has
replaced the leadership of Thackeray over Shiv
Sena.
The survey data further revealed that while
the majority of rural voters -- 61 per cent think
that Shinde has established its hold over Shiv
Sena, views of urban voters were divided on the
issue. During the survey, while 52 per cent of
urban voters said Thackeray's dominance over
Shiv Sena is intact, 48 per cent urban respondents did not share the sentiment and asserted
that Shinde is the new leader of the party.

ings of the BJP government at all levels.
As the procession marched ahead, a short
distance away from the ED headquarters, it
was stopped by the police with all the leaders
detained and bundled into waiting vans and
taken to the MRA Marg Police Station.
Similar protests were carried out by local
Congress leaders and activists in Pune and
Nagpur cities, said a state party spokesperson.

Maha: After 2 years, Ganeshotsav celebrations
without Covid restrictions
In a significant
move, the
Maharashtra government has
announced that this
year's upcoming
festivals like
Ganeshotsav,
Janmashthami and
Muharram shall be
celebrated without
any Covid-19 restrictions but by adhering to the Supreme
Court and Bombay
High Court directions.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n a significant move, the
Maharashtra government
has announced that this
year's upcoming festivals like
Ganeshotsav, Janmashthami
and Muharram shall be celebrated without any Covid-19
restrictions but by adhering to
the Supreme Court and
Bombay High Court directions.
The state's biggest 10-daylong public festival
Ganeshotsav will be celebrated

58K public general insurance
staffers to strike work on July 27-28
Over 58,000 employees in
the public sector general
insurance companies will
go on a 2-day strike on
July 27-28 to highlight
their woes of wage revision and lack of Central
government support to
the industry, top leaders
said here on Thursday.

O

from August 31-September 9,
while Janmashthami revelries
shall be held on August 18-19,
and Muharram shall be
observed from August 9.
Maharshtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis made the muchanticipated announcements
after a meeting with the government departments, civic
bodies, representatives of various organisations, police and
other bodies.Shinde said that
the Covid-19 curbs -- enforced
in 2020 and 2021 -- have been
lifted, as also the limits on the
height of the Lord Ganesh
idols. The government has
directed the concerned bodies
to provide online approvals in
a single-window format, waiving off registration fees and
guarantee letters from the
Ganeshotsav organisations.

Nitesh Rane said that just
like there are an anti-conversion laws in other
states like Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
and Karnataka, there
should be one in
Maharashtra as well.

O

"We have decided to go on the
two-day strike to draw the attention
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the government to call us for
talks and finalise the long-delayed
wage revision immediately,"
Suvarna told mediapersons here.
GIEU Chairman Udayan
Banerjee said that the insurance
staffers had gone on a day's token
strike on July 15 to highlight their
plight, particularly since the wage
revision in public sector banks was
completed over two years ago, and
the Life Insurance Corporation Ltd.
employees also had their wage
agreement settled earlier this year.
"However, the public sector GICs
have been left out for so long. The
aim of the government is clearly to
privatise these companies, compel
the employees to take VRS and
quit," Banerjee alleged. GIEU
Secretary Jitendra Ingle said that
barring New India Assurance Co.
Ltd., the other 3 companies are

making losses owing to the bad
policies of the government, and the
Chairpersons in these companies
are 'powerless' reporting to the Joint
Secretary in the Department of
Financial Services.
The unionists said they had sent
a detailed letter to the Centre and
the managements of these insurance companies on June 23, 2022
urging them to resolve and settle
the pending Wage Revision at par
with LIC, as has been the historical
practice, but there was no response.
Later, the government told the
employees' union to defer their proposed strike by a month (to July 15),
and the staffers have been waiting
for a solution that has not come yet.
The GIEU leaders have appealed
to all employees and officers not to
be misled by certain mischievous
messages pertaining to the 2-day
strike circulating on the social
media with intent to divide and create misunderstandings.

The government will also
form a committee of experts
from various organisations to
help evolve a solution that can
replace idols made by Plaster
of Paris (PoP) in view of the
environmental hazards of PoP.
"For the past two years we
were under the threat of
Coronavirus and were not able
to celebrate the festivals with
enthusiasm. This year,
Ganeshotsav and
Janmashthami shall be celebrated with full fervour. The
organisers should create
themes of social awareness
and amity," said Shinde.
Shinde and Fadnavis also
said that while celebrating the
fests, all rules must be followed, but the regulations
must not be 'unreasonable',
and all districts will appoint a
nodal officer to oversee the
celebrations.

BJP MLA Nitesh Rane demands anti-conversion law in the
state to protect women from being trapped and harassed

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ver 58,000 employees in the
public sector general insurance companies will go on a
2-day strike on July 27-28 to highlight their woes of wage revision
and lack of Central government
support to the industry, top leaders
said here on Thursday.
The employees and officers
belong to the four main public sector general insurance entities across
the country - the New India
Assurance Co. Ltd., (Mumbai), the
Oriental Insurance Co. Ltd., (New
Delhi), the National Insurance Co.
Ltd., (Kolkata), and the United
India Assurance Co. Ltd.,
(Chennai).
The General Insurance
Employees Union (Western Zone)
Working President Lalit Suvarna
said that the last wage revision valid
for five years was done in August
2012, and the next wage revision of
five years duration is still pending
since August 2017 with the validity
period ending this month-end.

Mumbai: A fire broke out on-board the
aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya while it
was sailing off Karwar in Karnataka, officials said here on Wednesday.
The incident occurred during a
planned sortie for conducting sea trials of
the aircraft carrier.
Upon noticing the blaze, the ship crew
immediately launched fire fighting operation using the ship's fire-fighting systems
and the conflagration was brought under
control.No casualties were reported in
the incident. The Indian Navy has set up
a board of enquiry to probe the incident.
No details of the extent of the fire or
damage it caused to the ship are known
yet.

n 21st July 2022, Bharatiya
Janata Party's MLA Nitesh
Rane demanded an anti-conversion law in Maharashtra citing the
recent regime change in the state.
Nitesh Rane said that like Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat, Maharashtra should also
have an anti-conversion law so that
innocent women can be saved from
being trapped and harassed.
Nitesh Rane tweeted, "Now that
we have a Bhagwadharis ruling in
Maharashtra. It's time we bring ANTI
CONVERSION LAW like UP, MP,
Gujarat, and many other states. We
need to protect innocent women
from being trapped and harassed!!
Let's begin soon Jai Shree Ram"
It is notable that in the last month,
50 MLAs in the Maharashtra state
legislative assembly left the then
Maha Vikas Aghadi government. Out
of these 50 MLAs led by Eknath
Shinde, 40 were from Shiv Sena. This
group of MLAs joined hands with
Bharatiya Janata Party to form a new
government in the state. The coup in
the Shiv Sena was apparently
because the MLAs in the Eknath
Shinde camp wanted to take ahead

the Hindutva ideology of the late
Shiv Sena Supremo Balasaheb
Thackeray and Eknath Shinde's
political guru late Anand Dighe.
Nitesh Rane has cited the same
ideology saying that there is a rule of
Bhagwadharis in Maharashtra and
therefore there should be an anticonversion law in Maharashtra just
like other BJP-ruled states like Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Gujarat.
According to the anti-conversion
law passed by the Karnataka government, forced conversion is an offense
punishable by a jail term of three to
five years and a fine of rupees 25000.
The bill states that the conversion of
a minor, a woman, or an SC/ST person can attract a jail term of 3 to 10
years and a fine of Rs 50,000. Not
only this, a jail term of three to 10
years and a fine of up to One lakh
rupees can be awarded for mass conversion. The Yogi government had
brought an ordinance in this regard
in 2020. According to this, in case of
illegal conversion of a minor or
scheduled caste or scheduled tribe
woman, the convict can be punished
with imprisonment ranging from 3 to
10 years and a fine of Rs 25,000. In
case of mass conversion, there is a
provision of imprisonment ranging
from 3 to 10 years and a fine of Rs.
50,000. The license of the concerned
organization will also be canceled.
Also, according to this rule, if the
conversion has not been done
forcibly and if there has been no
cheating, and the conversion is not
done with the sole purpose of marriage, it will be the responsibility of
the converter and the person who
has been converted.

hollywood
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CHER RECALLS 'SCREAMING IN
PAIN' WHEN SHE SUFFERED
MISCARRIAGE AT YOUNG AGE
Singer Cher has told how she was left "screaming in
pain" when she suffered a miscarriage in her teens.
Los Angeles | Agencies

inger Cher has told how she was left
"screaming in pain" when she suffered a
miscarriage in her teens.
Recalling how her then-husband, the late
Sonny Bono, came home to find her "sobbing
and rocking" on the floor when she lost her
baby, the 'Believe' hitmaker questioned how
different her experiences
would be now following the
Supreme
Court's

S

Beyonce
unveils
tracklist for
'Renaissance'
Los Angeles | Agencies

inger-actress Beyonce has
revealed the tracklist for her
forthcoming seventh album
'Renaissance', which drops on July
29. The tracklist, which was posted
on her Instagram story includes
many intriguing titles like 'America
Has a Problem', 'Alien Superstar',
'Church Girl', 'Cuff It', 'Thique', 'All
Up in Your Mind' and more, along
with the single 'Break My Soul',
reports Variety.
Earlier this month Beyonce shared
the album's cover artwork, which

S

Singer-actress
Beyonce has
revealed the
tracklist for
her forthcoming seventh
album
'Renaissance',
which drops
on July 29.

shows her posing regally atop the silhouette of a luminous horse.
In a note accompanying the artwork, Beyonce wrote: "Creating this
album allowed me a place to dream
and to find escape during a scary
time for the world. It allowed me to
feel free and adventurous in a time
when little else was moving."
"My intention was to create a safe
place, a place without judgment. A
place to be free of perfectionism and
overthinking. A place to scream,
release, feel freedom. It was a beautiful journey of exploration. I hope you
find joy in this music. I hope it

inspires you to release the wiggle.
Ha! And to feel as unique, strong,
and sexy as you are."
Late last month, Beyonce surprise-dropped 'Break My Soul', the
first single from the album.
The track channels '90s house
music beats over a sample of Robin
S's 1993 hit 'Show Me Love', and features vocals from Big Freedia.
'Renaissance' is said to feature
both dance and country-leaning
tracks, although it remains unclear
whether the country songs will
appear as a separate album, or as
part of the first edition of

America
if the
Republican
party gains
more power.
She wrote, "Waita..If
senate and congress go
to republicansa.There
will be no abortions, or
pre natal care in
(America)." "Women will
bleed out, & die,while
some group of old white
republican'men'decide
what medical treatment u
deserve (sic)," she continued.
In another tweet, she added,
"Politicians in red states care
nothing about what happends
2 mothers & babies." "Red
states r forcing women to b
near death,before they get
any treatment, she went on
ranting. "Gop'we got votes 4
keeping women in
bondage'.Gop traded womens
hopes, dreams,& lives 4
(money) & power." The 76year-old singer, who has 53-yearold Chaz with Sonny and 46-yearold Elijah with late ex-husband Gregg
Allmann, is concerned the states planning to
illegalise abortion will also prevent women
from travelling to other areas to undergo the
procedure.

"Renaissance."
Beyonce has released four
albums since 2016's 'Lemonade',
although none of them are full studio solo albums.
In 2018, she dropped
'Everything Is Love', with her husband Jay-Z under the name the
Carters; in April of 2019, she put
out 'Homecoming', an album of her
explosive 2018 headlining performance at Coachella; and that summer
she followed with 'The Lion King:
The Gift', a companion album to the
Disney film that featured several new
Beyonce songs.

'Bridgerton 3'

signs three new cast members
as cameras start rolling
he third season of historical-romance series
'Bridgerton' has added
three new cast members as
production on the next instalment of the Netflix period
drama gets underway.
Daniel Francis, Sam Phillips,
and James Phoon have all
signed on for the new season,
which will focus on the love
story of Penelope Featherington
(played by Nicola Coughlan)
and Colin Bridgerton (played by
Luke Newton), reports Variety.
Francis plays Marcus
Anderson, described as a charismatic presence who lights up any room he enters, attracting
the notice of certain matriarchs in the town - and the ire of
others. According to Variety, Phillips plays Lord Debling. A
genial lord with unusual interests, he has wealth and a noble
title to back up his eccentricities. He'll have no shortage of
interest from young ladies this season.
In Season 3, Penelope has finally given up on her long-held
crush on Colin after hearing his disparaging words about her
last season. She has, however, decided it's time to take a hus-
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band, preferably one
who will provide her
with enough independence to continue her double life as Lady
Whistledown, far away from
her mother and sisters. But
lacking in confidence,
Penelope's attempts on the marriage mart fail spectacularly.
Meanwhile, Colin has
returned from his summer travels with a new look and a serious sense of swagger. But he's
disheartened to realise that
Penelope, the one person who
always appreciated him as he
was, is giving him the cold shoulder. Eager to win
back her friendship, Colin offers to mentor Penelope in the
ways of confidence to help her find a husband this season.
But when his lessons start working a little too well, Colin
must grapple with whether his feelings for Penelope are
truly just friendly. Variety further states that complicating
matters for Penelope is her rift with Eloise (Claudia
Jessie), who has found a new friend in a very unlikely
place, while Penelope's growing presence in the
ton makes it all the more difficult to keep her Lady
Whistledown alter ego a secret.

OLIVIA COLMAN TO LEND HER VOICE FOR
ANIMATED FILM 'SCROOGE: A CHRISTMAS CAROL'
Los Angeles | Agencies

livia Colman, Jessie
Buckley and Luke
Evans are set to voice
parts in the animated feature
'Scrooge: A Christmas Carol'.
The film is touted to be a
supernatural, time-travelling, musical adaptation of
Charles Dickens' beloved
Christmas story, reports
'Variety'. Evans voices
Scrooge, Colman voices the
Ghost of Christmas Past and
Buckley voices Isabel
Fezziwig. According to
'Variety', the film is directed
by Stephen Donnelly and
features re-imagined songs
from the late two-time Oscar

O

and Grammy winner Leslie
Bricusse. The songs are
arranged and produced by
Jeremy Holland-Smith, who
has also provided the original score. Donnelly said in a
statement accessed by

'Variety', "It's been a fascinating challenge to adapt
such a beloved and oftentold story. I think this version
will give those who know 'A
Christmas Carol' all the
things they expect, but not as

they've experienced them
before."
Donnelly added, "There
are more than enough psychedelic, time-travelling and
musical surprises to keep
those familiar with the story
on the edge of their seats,
while the authentic essence
of Dickens has been retained
for those coming completely
fresh to the classic tale. I
can't wait to share this new
version of 'A Christmas
Carol' with the world and
sincerely hope audiences
embrace it this year and for
many to come."
'Scrooge: A Christmas
Carol' will be released on
Netflix in December 2023.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY
Like fine wine

Los Angeles | Agencies

recent overturning of the landmark Roe v.
Wade ruling, which gave women a constitutional right to a termination, reports aceshowbiz.com.
"When I was young I had 3 miscarriages.1st
at 18.I was alone in our house.son came
home and I was sobbing,and rocking on our
floor. when I got 2 dr I was screaming in pain,"
she tweeted, "couldn't even stop in elevator.dr
sent me straight 2 hospital,and in2
operating rm. What would
happen 2 me today."
Cher warned the
ruling could
have dire
consequences
across

Los Angeles | Agencies

ollywood icon Demi
Moore is gearing up to
celebrate her 60th
birthday in November. Said
she is determined to remain
'desirable' and 'sexy' as she
grows older. Hollywood icon
Demi Moore is gearing up to
celebrate her 60th birthday in
November. Said she is determined to remain 'desirable'
and 'sexy' as she grows older.
According to mirror.co.uk,
Moore has shared her
thoughts on ageing. She
hopes to defy social expectations of older women ahead
of her milestone birthday.
While discussing her new
collection for swimwear
brand, Moore also shared her
thoughts on aging and criticised the idea that women
should resign to being old
when they reach middle-age.
"It's changing this idea that
women become less desir-

H

Demi Moore's
determined
to stay

'sexy'
as she turns
60
able as we get older. We don't
want to look matronly or not
feel sexy," she told People
magazine.
She added: "When I think
of my grandmother at 60, she
in a way seemed to be
already resigned to being old.
But I feel, in so many ways,
more alive and present than
ever." The actress said it
doesn't mean older women
need to always dress in
revealing outfits to be sexy,
reports mirror.co.uk.
While at her Idaho home
with her blended family,
daughters Rumer, 33, Scout,
31, and Tallulah, 28, plus exhusband Bruce Willis, 67,
and his wife Emma Heming
Willis, 46, and children
Mabel, 10, and Evelyn, 8 -she spends most of her time
in casual clothes. "That's as
much me as wearing a supergorgeous red carpet gown or
a chic designer outfit front
row at fashion week."

Lilly Singh

Bhopal, Friday, July 22, 2022

PARA-SHOOTING WORLD CUP: SINGHRAJ EXCELS AS
INDIA FINISH WITH 10 MEDALS TO TOP THE TABLE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

P

aralympic medallist Singhraj
came up with an impressive
performance to claim two gold
medals on the final day and propel
India to the top of the medals table in
the World Shooting Para Sport
(WSPS)'s 2022 World Cup event in
Munich.
Overall, India finished with 10
medals including six gold, three silver and one bronze to record their
best-ever show at a WSPS World Cup
event since their first participation in
2017. France (11) and Ukraine (15)
took the second and third places with
4 and 3 gold medals respectively in
the event that ended on Wednesday.
"What an amazing performance by
the Indian Para Shooting team. This
is the first time that India has
attained the top position at the
Shooting World Cup since we started
winning medals at World Cup in
2017. Kudos to Chief Coach
@nautiyalJP and his team of coaches
and support staff!!", the Paralympic
Committee of India (PCI) said in a

tweet on Thursday.
Singhraj, who qualified in fourth
place in P4 - 50m pistol SH1, rode on
his steady rounds of shooting to total
224.1 points and record a pillar-topost finish in the finals. Ukraine's
Denisiuk, who already had gold in P5
- Mixed 10m Air Pistol Standard SH1
final, settled for silver with 216.2

points, ahead of South Korea's
Jeongdu Jo (193.9).
Before the final, Singhraj had combined with Deepender Singh and
Manish Narwal to take the Team
gold, the Paralympic Committee of
India (PCI) informed in a release on
Thursday. The individual gold was
also Singhraj's first ever in the P4

Taipei Open 2022: Kashyap reaches quarters as
Rajawat, Manjunath exit in second round
Taipei | Agencies

Port of Spain (Trinidad) | Agencies

T

he Shikhar Dhawan-led Indian cricket
team for the ODIs against West Indies
had to turn to indoor nets ahead of the
opening ODI of the three-match series starting on Friday, as rain lashed Trinidad on the
eve of the match.
The BCCI on Thursday tweeted a video
report on the indoor nets as the final practice
session had to be cancelled because of rain.
"Gearing up for ODI No.1 against the West
Indies. Here's @ShubmanGill giving a lowdown on #TeamIndia's first net session in
Trinidad," said BCCI as it posted a video of
the indoor training session.
Shikhar Dhawan will lead Team India in
the three-match ODI series in West Indies as
regular skipper Rohit Sharma, senior batter
Virat Kohli, Rishabh Pant, Hardik Pandya,
who led India in the T20I series in Ireland,
Jasprit Bumrah, who led India in the rescheduled fifth Test of the 2021 series at Lord's, and
Mohammed Shami have all been rested.
With so many big names absent from the
squad, the Indian selectors will test the likes
of batsmen Ishan Kishan, Shubman Gill and
Suryakumar Yadav, who along with all-rounder Deepak Hooda are expected to come to the
fore.
The Indian team had flown to Trinidad

from the United Kingdom which is experiencing its hottest summer and landed on a rainy
Caribbean island. So, the team management
decided to use the indoor facilities to tune up
for the upcoming games.
"As we have just come from the UK, we
thought that it would be nice to have an (outdoor) practice session. But it started raining.
So, it's always better to have a knock in the
indoor facilities rather than having no session," said opener Shubman Gill in the video
tweeted by BCCI.
"It was a good session as we got to do some
specific things like playing underarm balls,"
said Gill.Gill said the players are looking forward to the chance of playing a good whiteball side like West Indies. "I am feeling great
and we all are really excited and really buzzed
about these three ODIs. We feel that it would
be a good series," Gill said.

SHIKHAR DHAWAN-LED INDIA START AS FAVOURITES AGAINST STRUGGLING WEST INDIES
Port of Spain (Trinidad) | Agencies

batter Shai Hope, Shamarh Brooks,
Rovman Powell, Brandon King and
Kyle Mayers to get a big score and
post big totals if they are to challenge
a formidable Indian side. With the
ball, they will be relying on the spin of
Gudakesh Motie and Akeal Hosein
while Jayden Seales and Alzarri
Joseph are the pace options.

Shruti Mishra lost to Jia Yin Lin and Lin YuHao of Chinese Taipei 21-14, 21-8.
Kashyap was the lone Indian remaining in
contention in men's singles after beating Chia
Hao Lee by a comfortable 21-10, 21-19 margin. The third seed took lead early in the first
game, and continued to in the same vein, piling on the points easily. From 0-1, he won five
consecutive points to go 4-1 up and jumped
from 10-6 to 15-6 as he managed to keep
ahead.In the second game, Chai Hao Lee put
up a big fight as he won the first three points.
But Kashyap soon took control of the match
and came close to 17-18 before the Indian star
went on to win the match in 36 minutes.

n the last few months, the hectic
schedule in international cricket
has become a challenge for
nations to put out their best teams in
every bilateral series. The effect of this
has been that teams are rotating their
mainstays, especially with the Men's
T20 World Cup scheduled this year.
It means that India are without regular captain Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Rishabh Pant, Hardik Pandya
and Jasprit Bumrah for the threematch ODI series against the West
Indies, starting from Friday at the
Queen's Park Oval.
The captaincy duties have now
been handed over to opener Shikhar
Dhawan, who will be the seventh
captain to lead India this year when
they take the field for the first ODI.
Despite missing so many prominent players, the Dhawan-led visitors
start as favourites against a struggling
West Indies side -- which is a testament to India's deep bench strength.
It also presents opportunities for
players like Ishan Kishan, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, Sanju
Samson, Shreyas Iyer and Deepak

Squads:

Hooda to showcase their temperament and skill-sets in ODI cricket.
Against a shaky West Indies batting
line-up, India have a variety of
options to choose from in their bowling attack. Ravindra Jadeja, serving as
deputy to Dhawan in ODIs, is likely to
team up with leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal in the spin department.
With Shardul Thakur likely to be
seen as a pace all-rounder in
Pandya's absence, Prasidh Krishna
and either of Mohammed Siraj or
Avesh Khan could be the two pacers if
Arshdeep Singh hasn't fully recovered

Pujara hits 231, Saini takes five as
Indians shine in County cricket
London|Agencies

C

heteshwar Pujara struck his
third double century of the season for Sussex while pacer
Navdeep Saini claimed a five-wicket
haul on debut for Kent as Indian players continued to shine in County
Cricket in England.
Pujara got his name etched in the
Sussex history books as he compiled
a brilliant 231 as it helped them post
a massive 523 in their first innings
against Middlesex at Lord's on
Wednesday.
Right-arm fast Saini made a
sparkling debut for Kent against
Warwickshire on Wednesday taking
5-72 at Edgbaston in Birmingham.
Playing for Middlesex, fellow Indian
pacer Umesh Yadav went wicket-less
in Sussex's first innings as he ended
with figures of 0-70 in 29 overs.
Pujara, The India Test player
became the first Sussex batter to
make a double-century against
Middlesex at Lord's. The last Sussex
batter to achieve 200 at the home of

Indian cricketers turn to indoor nets as
rain lashes Trinidad ahead of 1st ODI

I

F

ormer Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Parupalli Kashyap advanced
into the quarterfinals while Priyanshu
Rajawat, Mithun Manjunath and Kiran
George went out in the second round of
men's singles in the Taipei Open 2022 here on
Thursday.
Kashyap, the third seed, defeated Chinese
Taipei's Chia Hao Lee 21-10 21-19 in a 36minute encounter while Rajawat went down
21-19 21-13 to local star Chen Chi Ting in
straight games. Manjunath won the first game
24-22 but lost the next two 21-5, 21-17 to go
down in three games against Japan's Kodai
Naraoka.Kiran George gave top seed Chen
Tien Chou of Chinese Taipei a scare before
losing 21-23, 21-16, 7-21 in three games in the
second round of the BWF World Tour Super
300 event.
In women's singles, Samiya Imad Farooqi
of India lost to Wen Chi Hsu of Chinese Taipei
losing 21-18, and 21-13 in the event with a
prize fund of USD 500,000.
Sixth seeds Ishaan Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Crasto too made it to the quarterfinals of
mixed doubles beating Chinese Taipei's
Cheng Kai Wen of Wang Yu Qiao 21-14, 21-17.
In women's doubles, Tanisha Crasto and

event after several silver and bronze
medals."I am very happy to finally
win a gold in this event. I wanted to
win it in Chateauroux 2022 in France
but had some technical glitches. I am
happy that I could execute my plans
in Munich. I would like to thank my
coaches for the success," said the 40year-old, who also has an individual
silver and a Team gold in P3- Mixed
25m Pistol SH1 event.
Earlier, India started their campaign in Munich 2022 World Cup on
a brilliant note, thanks to Rahul
Jakhar's gold medal performances in
P3 - Mixed 25m Pistol SH1 event.
Jakhar also combined with Singhraj
and Nihal to take the Team gold with
a total of 1695-36x ahead of the
Republic of Korea and the Czech
Republic, the PCI said in a release on
Thursday.Manish Narwal and
Rubina Francis followed it up with
another gold in P6 - Mixed Team
10m Air Pistol SH1.
The Indian Shooting Para Sport
team will next be in action at the Al
Ain 2022 World Championships in
November.

cricket was countryman Sir
Ranjitsinhji Vibhaji II while playing
against the MCC 125 years ago,
according to a report in
ESPNCricinfo. Earlier, he had scored
unbeaten 201 in the first match
against Derby and 203 against
Durham. This was his 16th double
century in first-class cricket.
During his 231-run knock, Pujara
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faced 403 deliveries, hitting 21 fours
and three sixes. In all, his stay at the
wicket lasted 533 minutes.
He was subdued at the start of the
day, obviously fatigued by his exertions the previous day and went on to
add 68 runs with Danial Ibrahim, 17,
as Sussex recovered from losing two
early wickets and slumping to 346/6.
The 34-year-old Pujara had anoth-

er fruitful partnership with Greek
international Aristides Karvelas as he
reached 150 in 400 minutes. As
Karvelas blocked one end, Pujara
went on a run-scoring spree as greeted the return of Hollman by hoisting
him into the Compton Stand. He got
a life at 175 when John Simpson,
standing up to the stumps to Tim
Murtagh, failed to hold on to a thin
edge. There were no nervous 190s as
he twice in an over-drove Murtagh
through mid-off for four before a single dropped into the on-side helped
him complete his double century.
Pujara hit another six before getting out for 231, holing out to Mark
Stoneman off Tom Helm, who ended
5-109.
Saini was equally in devastating
form as he returned with figures of 572 from 18 overs. His victims included
Chris Benjamin, Dan Mousley,
Michael Burgess, Henry Brooks and
Craig Miles. His fifer helped Kent
bowl out Warwickshire for 225 in 85.1
overs. Saini, 29, also ended up bowling 14 no-balls.

from the right abdominal strain.
For the West Indies, who recently
lost the ODI series to Bangladesh 3-0
in Guyana, the return of premier allrounder Jason Holder is a big boost
after being rested from white-ball
matches against the Netherlands,
Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Holder's return should motivate
current skipper, Nicholas Pooran, to
lift the hosts out of their troubles in
the ODI format, where the batting has
been unable to bat out their full 50
overs and stitch crucial partnerships.
They would want for their opening

West Indies: Nicholas Pooran
(captain), Shai Hope (vice-captain),
Shamarh Brooks, Jason Holder,
Keacy Carty, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri
Joseph, Brandon King, Kyle Mayers,
Gudakesh Motie, Keemo Paul,
Rovman Powell, Jayden Seales,
Romario Shephard (reserve) and
Hayden Walsh Jr (reserve)
India: Shikhar Dhawan (Captain),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman Gill,
Deepak Hooda, Suryakumar Yadav,
Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan (wicketkeeper), Sanju Samson (wicketkeeper), Ravindra Jadeja (vice-captain),
Shardul Thakur, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, Prasidh
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj and
Arshdeep Singh.

Cleaver unbeaten fifty, Bracewell hat-trick
drive NZ to series-sealing win over Ireland
Stormont | Agencies

D

ane Cleaver hit his
maiden T20I fifty, an
unbeaten 78 off 55
deliveries, while Michael
Bracewell took a hat-trick
and Ish Sodhi ran through
the middle-order to give New
Zealand a series-sealing victory over Ireland by 88 runs.
After Cleaver's efforts took
New Zealand to 178/4, Sodhi
ran through the Irish middleorder with 3-21 and
Bracewell finished off things
in style with a hat-trick in his
very first over in T20Is to
bowl out Ireland for 91 in
13.5 overs, taking an unassailable lead in the series
with one match still to play.
Pushed into batting first,
Finn Allen looked to attack
from the off, pulling the
fourth ball he faced by Craig
Young for a six and lofting
Barry McCarthy's first ball
high and handsome over the
leg-side. He raced to 35 off 20
balls before slicing Josh Little
back over the bowler's head,

with McCarthy running in to
take an excellent sliding
catch.But an excellent finish
from Little and Mark Adair
kept the target to 180, keeping Ireland in the contest.
Little bounced out Mitchell
as Tucker completed the
catch, while a Cleaver slice
over backward point was the
only boundary Adair conceded in his final over.
In the chase, Paul Stirling
got going straight away in
reply, flicking the third ball of
the chase off his pads for six.
Three more boundaries followed, two hammered

through the off-side and one
wristed down the leg-side,
but his dismissal, lofted without distance to the fielder,
precipitated a slide which
Ireland failed to halt.

Brief scores:
New Zealand 179-4 in 20
overs (Dane Cleaver 78 not
out, Finn Allen 35; Joshua
Little 2-31, Craig Young 234) beat Ireland 91 all out in
13.5 overs (Mark Adair 27,
Paul Stirling 21; Michael
Bracewell 3-5, Ish Sodhi 321) by 88 runs

NEW ZEALAND CRICKET SIGNS FIVE-YEAR DEAL WITH DREAM SPORTS FOR DIGITAL FAN ENGAGEMENT PRODUCTS
New Zealand Cricket (NZC) on Thursday signed a five-year deal with Indian company Dream Sports
to build crickets first-ever comprehensive suite of digital fan engagement products in an exclusive
five-year deal.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

U

nder the deal, the five-year partnership will
create unique, fan-focused avenues across
Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), Gaming and
Merchandising through Dream Spor's' portfolio.
Coincidentally, Dream Sports' owned brand
Dream11 has been N'C's Official Fantasy Sports
Partner since 2019 and has been a sponsor of their
T20 Super Smash competition.
Dream Sports' will lead NZC's debut in cricket
NFTs, which will be developed by Rario, creators of
the world's first cricket NFT platform. Rario will
launch NZC's cricket NFT programme and enable
cricket fans to engage as a community, and own a
piece of NZC cricket history through digital col-

lectibles across player cards, video moments, and
cricket artifacts; with FIAT-only products offered in
India,Dream Sports informed in a release here.
"One of NZC's key goals is to extend our teams'
global reach; to build closer relationships around the
world, and to develop new ways for fans to engage
and connect with the deep history of our sport.
We're delighted to be aligning with Dream Sports
which is right at the forefront of the industry: innovative, go-ahead and well-known for putting fans
and subscribers first," NZC chief executive David
White was quoted as saying in the release. Chris
Smith, GM Commercial, NZC said the agreement
would be a game-changer for New Zealand cricket
fans. "The long-term relationship we have with
Dream Sports is very special so it's fantastic to be

building on NZC's existing partnerships with
Dream11 and FanCode in this way. We would also
like to acknowledge the players and the New
Zealand Cricket Players' Association for their support of the arrangements."
Vikrant Mudaliar, Chief Marketing Officer, Dream
Sports, expressed his excitement over the association
with NZC. "We are excited about the next big leap in
our association with New Zealand Cricket, and look
forward to exploring its full potential for fan engagement through the Dream Sports portfolio."
"The first-of-its-kind collaboration will enable
deeper engagement opportunities for sports fans
through newer avenues like NFTs, Gaming and
Merchandising, in a phased manner; and lead by
example in keeping fans central to the sport."
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Neeharika Roy learns
rock climbing for
'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam'

RAASHI SOOD, RAJA KUMARI
GET FEATURED ON TIMES
SQUARE BILLBOARD

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

yaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan'
actress Neeharika Roy shares how she
managed to perform a rock-climbing
sequence in the show, despite the fact that she
had never done it before.
She shares: "I have never done rock climbing in my life, however, I was quite excited to
do it for the first time for the show. Though I
was kicked, I did get nervous on the day of
the shoot seeing the rain."
"I was told it would get really slippery,
however, I took a deep breath, prepared myself, and decided to train in the
best way
possi-

'P

unjabi vocalist Raashi
Sood and singer-songwriter Raja Kumari
have been featured on
Times Square Billboard for
their recent collaboration
for the song 'Out of Love'.
Raashi, who is known for
songs such as 'Sorry Sorry'
and 'Mil Mahiya' said: "I
started my journey 10 years
ago and hustled really
hard to make my name
in the industry. I am
absolutely over the
moon and cannot thank the
unwavering
love and support that I've
been getting
from the audiences and wellwishers enough."
Composed by
Raashi, 'Out Of Love'
is a breakup song.
This is a fusion of
Punjabi pop music
and English hip-hop.
She added: "It's a
huge moment. I'd like
to say to all the other
South Asian artists,
especially women.
We are equal. Let's go
out there and rock it.
Urban Punjabi pop
music with punchy
and powerful
English hip-hop."
Raja Kumari
mentioned in her
social media:
"This is a dream
come true and
when one
dream comes
to life, a million more
are born.
It's a
huge feat
for having not
just
one
but
two
Indian
women on the
Times Square Billboard."

P

Team Absolute|Chennai

ne of South India's top
actresses, Anushka Shetty,
on Thursday celebrated the
completion of 17 years in film
industry.
The actress, who has delivered
blockbusters in both Tamil and
Telugu, including 'Baahubali',
'Deiva Thirumagal', 'Arundhati',
'Chintakayala Ravi',
'Vikramarkudu' and 'Singam', took
to Twitter to share her joy.
Posting pictures of the cake she
cut on the sets of her upcoming
film, whose working title is
#UV14, to celebrate the milestone, Anushka wrote,
"Seventeen years of much
love and constant support

O

Acclaimed Tamil actor-director
T. Rajendar on way home
after treatment in US

Anushka
Shetty
celebrates 17
years in film
eets
industry; tw
gratitude
Malli
UV Creations router off 'chese
lopala' update 'ichesa'!
(Before UV Creations switches off the router again, I have
given you an update!)."

AAMIR KHAN HOSTS RUSSO BROTHERS, 'THE
GRAY MAN' TEAM OVER GUJARATI DINNER

Team Absolute|Chennai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

he father of actor Simbu, director and actor T.
Rajendar, who was in the United States for
medical treatment, is scheduled to return
home to Chennai on Friday. Rajendar, who suddenly developed chest pain in Chennai last month, was
rushed to a private hospital where the director was
diagnosed with internal bleeding in the stomach.
Rajendar was advised to go for advanced treatment.
So, the eminent actor, director, producer, lyricist,
singer and musician left for the US on June 14. After
successfully undergoing treatment there, he has
recovered completely and is set to return to India on
July 22, the day Silambarasan's film 'Maha' will hit
the screens. Sources say that Rajendar's younger son
Kuralarasan, daughter Ilakkiya, son-in-law Abilash
and grandson Jason will be accompanying him on
his return journey.
After coming to Chennai, Rajendar is most likely
to meet and thank Chief Minister M.K. Stalin for
helping with his treatment. The director also
thanked his fans, family friends and colleagues from
the industry who prayed for his recovery. Simbu had
returned from the United States earlier this month.

ibling director duo
Russo Brothers, who
are currently in India
for the promotions of their
upcoming streaming film
'The Gray Man', were treated with a scrumptious
Gujarati dinner spread by
Bollywood superstar Aamir
Khan at his Mumbai residence.
Aamir, who was invited to
the premiere of 'The Gray
Man', which stars HindiTamil star Dhanush along
with Ryan Gosling and Chris
Evans, couldn't make it to
the film's premiere because
of his tight schedule as his
upcoming release 'Laal
Singh Chaddha' is about to
bow down in theatres.
To make up to The Russo
Brothers, the Bollywood

T

from the film industry, family
and well-wishers. All who take
out of your lives to be a part of
mine -- a big thank you from
the bottom of my heart. My
fans -- words always fall
short for your unconditional
love and surprises, which
mean a lot."
Actor Naveen Polishetty,
who is also a part of Anushka's
next film, tweeted a picture of
the cake he had presented to the
actress to celebrate the occasion.
He wrote: "Bribed Ms Anushka
Shetty with cake. "Ee 17 years lo
nene best co star anta :P" (I am her
best co-star in these 17 years it
seems). Congrats on an awesome
journey so far. Our shoot has been
going on guys. And it's mad fun!

ble before the take."
Neeharika is seen as Radha in the show, who can go
to any extent to make Mohan (Shabir Ahluwalia)
happy. She asserts that the entire sequence was not
easy for her and she had to face more challenges
because of the heavy rain.
She says: "I learnt the tricks quite quickly, but I did
have a few tumbles due to the heavy downpour and
slippery rocks. Having said that, it was a fantastic experience and despite a small knock, I managed to complete the action sequence and got a lot of appreciation
from my directors and co-actors."

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

S

superstar invited the duo
and Dhanush along with the
team of 'The Gray Man' for
dinner. The dinner, which
was also attended by Kiran
Rao, had delicacies like
Papad Luva Patodi, Tuver
Lifafa, and Kand Puri, Fafda,
Jalebi and Sutarfeni.
Aamir, who is fond of
Gujarati food, flew down the
best chefs who specialise in
preparing Gujarati delicacies

to give the best culinary
experience to his guests.
Meanwhile, Aamir Khan's
'Laal Singh Chaddha' is set
to debut in cinemas on
August 11 where it will clash
with the Akshay Kumar and
Bhumo Pednekar-starrer
'Raksha Bandhan' 'The Gray
Man', which so far has not
impressed the international
critics, will drop on Netflix
on July 22 for the audience.

Boman Irani-starrer 'Masoom' seen by 16.4 mn viewers; among India's top 10 shows
Team Absolute|Mumbai

oman Irani's digital debut series
'Masoom' by Reliance Entertainment's
Dreamers & Doers Co. has been one of
the top 10 most watched shows in India
(January-June 2022). According to a recent
Ormax Report, it has been seen by 16.4 million viewers.
For the first two weeks after its premiere,
the show ranked first across all platforms. It
has received overwhelmingly positive reviews
from both critics and audiences. Viewers
have praised the debutant in the OTT space,
Boman, as well as Samara Tijori's maiden
performance. The chemistry Boman developed with reel-life daughter (Samara) was

B

particularly lauded.
Boman said: "I believe
in change and I think that
change is the only thing
that keeps me going, energised and happy. We don't
know where or how it will
go. Our focus is that our
character and work should
reach as many people as
possible and it should be
loved by all. "Having said
that, I am excited for
'Masoom' because it was my
first web series, which allows for more screen
time. You can see the full-fledged journey of a
character."

The actor added: "The
love that has come by for
'Masoom' is overwhelming.
A lion's share of the credit
for the series' success
belongs to the writer
Satyam Tripathy, director
Mihir Desai, the show
runner Gurmmeet Singh,
the producer Namit
Sharma and the great
team that we had,
including my co-actors
Samara Tijori, Upasana Singh, Veer Rajwant
Singh, Manjari Fadnnis and Sarika Singh. We
were on the same page of creativity; that's
how everything aligned and a series like this

happened!" Thrilled by the success of
'Masoom', Gurmmeet Singh said 'Masoom' is
a truly special show.
"The unique portrayal of secrets, intricacies and complexities in Indian families has
made this show relatable to the audience,"
Singh said. "It was a memorable experience
to make this show with a veteran like Boman
Sir and the wonderful cast and crew. I'm elated by all the love the show has been getting
from critics and the audience."
Namit Sharma, CEO, Dreamers & Doers
Co., said: "We are delighted at the audience
response to 'Masoom'. As the first series out
of our new studio, it's been a dream debut.
The love we've received for 'Masoom' will
encourage us to do better work in the future."

Sanya Malhotra
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