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15 KILLED IN AMARNATH CLOUDBURST TRAGEDY, SEVERAL DEVOTEES MISSING 

Team Absolute|Srinagar

At least 15 yatris were killed,
five others injured and
around three dozen miss-
ing after a cloudburst near
the Amarnath cave shrine

on Friday evening caused flash
floods, officials said.

J&K DGP Dilbag Singh said 15 pil-
grims were killed in the cloudburst
that hit the area around 5.30 p.m.

At least three langars (community
kitchens) and many Yatri tents were
washed away in flash floods caused

by the cloudburst. Aources said that
around three dozen people are miss-
ing in this tragedy and efforts are on
to locate them.Rescue teams were
immediately rushed to the spot, some
using helicopter services. The rescue
operation is still going on and the
authorities are trying to ascertain the
exact casualties or damage caused by
the calamity. However, as darkness
has engulfed the area, rescue opera-
tion are being impeded.

Inspector General of Police,
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar had earlier told
reporters that rescue operations by
various agencies is underway, the sit-
uation is under control and the
injured are being airlifted for treat-
ment.Officials said that following the
cloudburst, water surged above/the
sides of the cave after heavy rains at
the upper reaches.Earlier on Friday,
the strategic Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway was blocked by landslides
and mud slush triggered by rain at
many places, affecting passage of pil-
grims to the two base camps in the
Kashmir Valley.The yatra was flagged

off on June 30 after remaining sus-
pended for two years due to the
Covid pandemic, and so far, over one
lakh devotees have completed the pil-
grimage.Meanwhile, the Indian Air
Force assets including helicopters
and personnel are on standby to

launch rescue and relief operations at
the Amarnath cave site. Earlier, due to
bad weather along both Baltal and
Pahalgam routes, movement of pil-
grims were restricted. This comes
only two days after a cloudburst in
Kullu that claimed five lives.

THE TOLL IN THE DEADLY CLOUD
BURST AT THE LOWER AMARNATH
HOLY CAVE ON FRIDAY HAS NOW
RISEN TO 15 AND MANY YATRIS
ARE STILL MISSING, TILL THE
TIME GOING FOR PRINT.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
MODI ON FRIDAY TOOK TO
TWITTER TO EXPRESS HIS
ANGUISH AT THE CLOUD BURST
NEAR THE AMARNATH CAVE AND
EXTENDED HIS CONDOLENCES TO
THE BEREAVED FAMILIES. HE
ALSO SPOKE TO THE LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR OF JAMMU AND
KASHMIR, MANOJ SINHA, AND
TOOK STOCK OF THE SITUATION
AND OFFERED ALL THE HELP HE
NEEDED. 

THE KASHMIR ZONE POLICE HAS
TWEETED THAT THE INJURED
HAVE BEEN AIRLIFTED FOR
TREATMENT. THE NATIONAL
DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE,
STATE DISASTER RESPONSE
FORCE, INDO-TIBETAN BORDER
POLICE, INDIAN ARMY AND OTHER
ASSOCIATED AGENCIES HAVE
SWUNG INTO ACTION AND RES-
CUE OPERATIONS ARE ON.

DISASTER AT DEVOTION
Ex-Japanese Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe assassinated 
TOKYO| Agencies

Former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe passed away on Friday, hours after
being shot while addressing an election

rally in the city of Nara, according to state
media.

A doctor attending on Abe in Nara Medical
University Hospital said that the leader died
at 08:03 GMT, BBC reported.

"During four and a half hour treatment,
medics tried to stop the bleeding and carried
out a blood transfusion, using more than 100
units of blood," the doctor said.

Abe sustained two wounds, believed to be
bullet injuries, but medics could not find bul-
lets during surgery, the doctor added.

Abe, 67, immediately collapsed after being
shot and was seen bleeding before he was
taken to hospital.

According to state broadcaster NHK, the
attack took place at around 11.30 a.m. (local
time) near the Yamatosaidaiji Station in Nara
city while Abe was making a speech during a
Liberal Democratic Party candidate's election
campaign. The suspect, identified as 41-year-
old Yamagami Tetsuya, a resident of Nara
city, has been arrested.

According to the police, the accused told
investigators that he was dissatisfied with the
former Prime Minister and intended to kill

him. Investigative sources told NHK a gun
seized at the scene appeared to be hand-
made. Japan is slated to hold parliamentary
election this Sunday.

Abe's visit was only confirmed late last
night, so how the suspect managed to find
out about this and carry out the attack
remains an open question, said the BBC.

Abe became Japan's longest-serving Prime
Minister after serving from 2006 to 2007 and
again from 2012 to 2020.

He stepped down in 2020 citing health rea-
sons. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has announced a day-long national mourn-
ing for Shinzo Abe.

HEAVY RAINS CLAIM
12 LIVES IN K'TAKA
BBeennggaalluurruu::  Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai on
Friday chaired a meeting to dis-
cuss the flood situation in various
parts of the state and gave
instructions for rescue and relief
operations. He was apprised that
12 people have been killed so far
and 13 districts, 17 taluks, and 37
villages have been affected by
floods. As many as 495 persons
are affected and authorities have
rescued 90 persons and opened 4
care centres. Deaths of livestock
are numbered at 65.

HEAVY RAINFALL
LASHES AHMEDABAD

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: Heavy rainfall lashed
Ahmedabad on Friday with the city
receiving four inches of rain in a
span of three hours, the Met Office
said. The Met Department has fore-
cast heavy to very heavy rains in
many places of the state for the
next five days. According to the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation,
from 6 a.m. till 4 p.m., some areas
of the city such as Usmanpura,
Vadaj, Ashram, and Naranpura
received 9 inch rainfall, whereas in
eastern Ahmedabad, Rakhial and
Gomtipur received 6 inch rainfall
while Odhav, Viratnagar and Ramol
got five and a half inch rains.

Rishi Sunak bids to be UK's Prime Minister
LONDON | Agencies

Indian-origin former
Chancellor of the
Exchequer in the British

government Rishi Sunak on
Friday formally launched his
bid to become leader of the
Conservative Party. If he suc-
ceeds, he will automatically
become Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom.

He tweeted: "I'm standing
to be the next leader of the
Conservative Party and your
prime minister." He added:
"Let's restore trust, rebuild
the economy and reunite the
country." He also launched a
website ready4rishi.com

Sunak shot from relative
obscurity to fame when the
just-ousted Prime Minister
Boris Johnson fast-tracked
him to the powerful post of
Chancellor in 2020. He had
been a Member of

Parliament for less than five
years. He became quite pop-
ular within months by pro-
viding financial support dur-
ing the Covid pandemic,
including furloughs to
employees and soft loans to
employers.

It will not be surprising if
his opponents in the upcom-
ing competition cite his
wife's matter and the Green
Card issue against him.

The son of a medical prac-
titioner is, however, still one
of the favourites in the con-
test, with probably Ben
Wallace, the Defence
Secretary, the current
favourite.

HUAWEI TRANSFERRED RS 750 CR ABROAD, CLAIM I-T DEPTT SOURCES

Team Absolute|New
Delhi

Chinese technology
company Huawei
has been accused by

the Income Tax
Department of transferring
Rs 750 crore to its foreign-
based parent firms sources
in the department have
said.The I-T had in
February accused the firm
of huge tax evasion and
frozen its bank accounts.

The I-T department has
reportedly found discrepancies in its
income tax declaration.

"The I-T declaration of the last two
years has discrepancies. The revenue of
the company was decreasing, but we
have found that even in this crisis they
repatriated Rs 750 crore abroad," the I-T
sources claimed.Huawei had said that
they were following all the norms and

law of the land.The compnay had also
said that due to the action of I-T depart-
ment they suffered huge losses and it
badly affected their business.

The I-T department has said that
they have recovered incriminating evi-
dence against the firm and on the basis
of these documents they took the
action.

ED MAY QUIZ GOVT 

OFFICIALS IN CONNECTION

WITH VIVO CASE
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) may question a
bureaucrat and few government
officials on whose address a
Chinese national and an ex-direc-
tor of Vivo, had incorporated a
firm.The Chinese national had
intentionally provided address of
Solan, Himachal Pradesh and
Gandhinagar, Jammu, and one of
the addresses was found to be a
government building and of a sen-
ior bureaucrat.Chinese smart-
phone company Vivo's top execu-
tives, directors Zhengshen Ou and
Zhang Jie, had fled from India via
Nepal. The ED has learnt that the
firm was involved in huge Hawala
transactions.The ED has said that
out of the total sale proceeds of Rs
1,25,185 crores, Vivo India remitted
Rs 62,476 crores. i.e, almost 50 per
cent of the turnover out of India,
mainly to China.

China in Claws
YOUTH WITH MONKEYPOX-

LIKE SYMPTOMS ADMITTED

TO HOSPITAL IN KOLKATA
Kolkata: A youth in Kolkata, who

recently returned from Europe, has been
admitted to the hospital with rashes and
symptoms similar to the viral disease.

The state health department has not
revealed the identity of the youth as the
final test report from the National
Institute of Virology in Pune is still await-
ed.

The Director of Health Services,
Siddhratha Neogi, said that at this point of
time, there is no reason to panic as
whether the said youth has been infected
by monkeypox can be confirmed only
after receiving the report from the
National Institute of Virology.

The state health department did not
take any risk after the detection of rashes
on the body of the said youth since he
had recently returned from Europe, where
he had gone for academic purposes.

He has been kept under isolation in a
city-based hospital where the doctors are
constantly monitoring his condition.

Assam bans illegal animal
slaughtering on Eid

Guwahati|Agencies

The Assam
Home
Department

on Friday in a noti-
fication has directed
the authorities to
take steps to pre-
vent illegal killing of
animals including
cows on the occa-
sion of Eid. Joint
Secretary K.K.
Sharma has written
a letter to all Deputy
Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police of the state
for taking measures to prevent the
illegal killing of cows, calves, and
other animals during the upcoming
Eid.He has also recommended action
against the offenders for violation of
transport of animal rules on Eid.
Sharma has cited a reference from the

letters of the Animal Welfare Board of
India (AWBI), Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry, and Dairying of
the Union government.

On June 7, communications to all
states from AWBI mentioned that a
large number of animals are likely to
be slaughtered during the Eid.

50K WILD SPECIES MEET NEEDS OF BILLIONS WORLDWIDE: REPORT
AA  nneeww  rreeppoorrtt  bbyy  tthhee  IInntteerrggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall  SScciieennccee--PPoolliiccyy  PPllaattffoorrmm  oonn  BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  EEccoossyysstteemm  SSeerrvviicceess  ((IIPPBBEESS))  oonn  FFrriiddaayy  ooffffeerreedd
iinnssiigghhttss,,  aannaallyyssiiss  aanndd  ttoooollss  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  mmoorree  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  ooff  wwiilldd  ssppeecciieess  ooff  ppllaannttss,,  aanniimmaallss,,  ffuunnggii  aanndd  aallggaaee  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..

SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  uussee  iiss  wwhheenn  bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  eeccoossyysstteemm  ffuunnccttiioonniinngg  aarree  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  wwhhiillee  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  hhuummaann  wweellllbbeeiinngg..

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Billions of people, in developed and devel-
oping nations, benefit daily from the use of
wild species for food, energy, materials,

medicine, recreation, inspiration and many
other vital contributions to human well-being.

The accelerating global biodiversity crisis,
with a million species of plants and animals fac-
ing extinction, threatens these contributions to
people.

The IPBES Assessment Report on the
Sustainable Use of Wild Species is the result of
four years of work by 85 leading experts from the
natural and social sciences, and holders of
indigenous and local knowledge, as well as 200
contributing authors, drawing on more than
6,200 sources.

The summary of the report was approved this
week by representatives of the 139 member
states of IPBES in Bonn in Germany.

The use of wild species is an important source
of income for millions of people worldwide.

Wild tree species account for two thirds of
global industrial roundwood; trade in wild
plants, algae and fungi is a billion-dollar indus-

try; and even non-extractive uses of wild species
are big business.

Tourism, based on observing wild species, is
one of the main reasons that, prior to the Covid-
19 pandemic, protected areas globally received
eight billion visitors and generated $600 billion
every year.

The report identifies five broad categories of
'practices' in the use of wild species: fishing;
gathering; logging; terrestrial animal harvesting
(including hunting); and non-extractive prac-
tices, such as observing.

For each practice, it then examines specific
auses' such as for food and feed; materials;
medicine, energy; recreation; ceremony; learn-
ing and decoration --providing a detailed analy-
sis of the trends in each, over the past 20 years.

In most cases, use of wild species has
increased, but sustainability of use has varied,
such as in gathering for medicine and logging
for materials and energy.

With about 50,000 wild
species used through different
practices, including more than
10,000 wild species harvested
directly for human food, rural
people in developing countries
are most at risk from unsus-
tainable use, with lack of com-
plementary alternatives often
forcing them to further exploit
wild species already at risk."

Jean-Marc Fromentin, (France),
with Marla R. Emery (USA/Norway)
and John Donaldson (South Africa).

SP LOSES LEADER OF
OPPOSITION'S POST IN
UP VIDHAN PARISHAD

Lucknow|Agencies

The Samajwadi Party has
lost the leader of oppo-
sition's post in the

Vidhan Parishad.
The UP Vidhan Parishad

secretariat has derecognised
Samajwadi Party's Lal Bihari
Yadav as the leader of oppo-
sition in the council, as the
party's strength in the council
has now fallen short of ten --

the minimum for the largest
opposition party to get the
post.There will be no leader
of opposition in the upper
house.Ten members of the
council retired on Thursday,
bringing down the strength of
SP.Principal secretary, UP
legislative council, Rajesh
Singh issued the notification
about the derecognition of
Lal Bihari Yadav as the leader
of opposition in the council.



nation02
Bhopal, Saturday, July 09, 2022

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Income Tax Department on Friday
confirmed that it carried out search
and seizure operations on June 29 on a

group engaged in the business of manufac-
turing and distribution of pharmaceutical
medicines and real estate development.

The raids were conducted at 25 premises
in Delhi-NCR and Haryana.

The I-T officials said that a large number of
incriminating documents in the form of
loose sheets and digital data were seized
which revealed that the group was involved
in huge unaccounted sales of pharmaceuti-
cal medicines in cash.

Large amounts of purchases, payments of
wages and other expenses made in cash
were also found."This modus-operandi of
unaccounted cash sales of pharmaceutical
medicines, including cash receipts through
hawala for sale of medicines to Afghanistan,
has been admitted by a key person involved
in such transactions. The preliminary analy-
sis of the seized data indicates that such
hawala cash receipts amount to Rs 25 crore.
In the case of one pharmaceutical concern
dealing in Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(API), surplus stock valued at Rs 94 crore has
been found," said the I-T official.

The official said that the cash generated
through unaccounted cash sales was invest-

ed in the purchase of immovable properties,
and in expansion of manufacturing facilities
of pharmaceutical medicines. The real estate
entities of the group were found to be
engaged in out-of-books sale and purchase
of properties in cash.

The group has also been booking bogus
Long Term, Short Term Capital Losses in the
securities market to offset the capital gains
earned on such property transactions.

"The amount of such bogus losses is esti-
mated to be around Rs 20 crore. The search
action has revealed that the group has also
floated benami entities to purchase immov-
able properties in the state of Himachal
Pradesh," the official said.

So far, unaccounted cash of Rs 4.2 crore
and jewellery, bullion worth Rs 4 crore have
been seized.Further investigations in the
matter is on.

I-T FINDS PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS
INVOLVED IN HAWALA TRANSACTIONS

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Friday
conducted searches in connec-

tion with the Rs 36,615 crore loan
fraud case involving DHFL and its
top officials, which led to the recov-
ery of a large number of valuable
paintings and sculptures estimated
to be worth around Rs 40 crore.

"The premises of Rebecca Dewan
and Ajay Ramesh Nawandar in
Mumbai and Mahabaleshwar,
respectively, were raided by our
team," said a CBI official.

A CBI source said that a person
named Vipin Kumar Shukla, DGM
and head of Union Bank of India's
Nariman Point branch, had lodged
an FIR in this connection.

It was alleged that Dewan Housing
Finance Corporation Ltd (DHFL), its
former CMD Kapil Wadhawan, ex-
Director Dheeraj Wadhawan, and
other accused persons entered into a
criminal conspiracy to cheat a con-
sortium of 17 banks led by the Union
Bank of India.

"The Wadhawans and others
induced the consortium banks to
sanction huge loans aggregating to
Rs 42,871.42 crore and siphoned off
and misappropriated a significant
portion of the said funds by falsifying

the books of the DHFL and dishon-
estly defaulted on repayment of the
legitimate dues of the said consor-
tium banks. They caused a wrongful
loss of Rs 34,615.00 crore to the con-
sortium lenders," said the CBI.

The FIR was lodged against DHFL,
the Wadhwan brothers, present
Director Sudhkar Shetty, Amaryllis
Realtors LLP (ARLLP), Gulmarg
Realtors LLP (GRLLP), Skylark
Buildcon Pvt Ltd, Darshan
Developers Pvt Ltd, Sigtia
Constructions Pvt Ltd, Creator
Builders Pvt Ltd, Township
Developers Pvt Ltd, Shishir Reality
Pvt Ltd, Sunblink Real Estate and
other unknown persons, including
public servants.

The official said that it was found
that the promoters had allegedly
diverted the funds and made invest-
ments in various entities.

It was also alleged that the pro-
moters had acquired expensive
paintings and sculptures worth
about Rs 55 crore using the diverted
funds.

Earlier on June 22, searches were
conducted at 12 locations in
Mumbai at the premises of the
accused persons which led to the
recovery of incriminating docu-
ments.

CBI recovers paintings, sculptures worth
Rs 40 cr in DHFL bank fraud case

Kolkata|Agencies

Reacting to the contro-
versies triggered by her
recent comments on

worshipping Goddess Kali,
Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra said on Friday
that the BJP leaders filing FIRs
against her for her comments
should file affidavits and
claim that alcohol and meat
are not offered to Goddess
Kali during her worship.

She also drew references to
three popular temples in
India -- Maa Tara temple at
Tarapith in West Bengal,
Shaktipeeth Temple at Ujjain
in Madhya Pradesh and
Kamkhya Temple in
Guwahati.According to
Moitra, in BJP-ruled Madhya
Pradesh and Assam, the Chief
Ministers should inform
through affidavits that 'karan-
bari' (alcohol) and meat are
not offered there for worship.

Reacting to a section of the
media, she also said that
since she herself is a devotee
of Goddess Kali, she is aware
of the forms of worship and
cannot even think of making
any statement that will hurt
the sentiments of the Kali
worshippers.Stating that
some of her well-wishers are
also questioning as to why
she drew this reference,
Moitra said if the educated
class avoids debates, the BJP

will force its own idea of
Hinduism on people.

"These days people are
scared to join debates on reli-
gion and the BJP is taking
advantage of that. Hinduism
is my religion as well, and I
know what I have said is not
incorrect and so I will not
deviate from my stand,"
Moira said.Commenting on
her party Trinamool
Congress not endorsing her
views in this matter, she said
that Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is her supreme
leader and the matter will
surely be discussed in the
proper forum within the
party.The state BJP leader-
ship, however, has rubbished
her comments and claimed
that as an elected MP, Moitra
is not supposed to give lec-
tures on styles and rituals of
worship. They also demand-
ed an unconditional apology
from her.

Mahua dares BJP to prove wine, meat

are not offered to worship Maa Kali

TRANSFER AND
POSTING OF 149
BIHAR OFFICERS
CANCELLED

Patna: Bihar Governor Phagu
Chauhan on Friday cancelled the
transfer and posting of 149 offi-
cers of the Land Reforms and
Revenue Departments, on the
recommendation of the Chef
Minister. Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar found something fishy in
the transfer and posting of 149
circle officers, settlement officers,
and consolidation officers of
these two departments, and rec-
ommended the cancellation.

The Land Reforms and
Revenue Departments are under
the charge of Ram Surat Rai, of
the BJP, and he had issued four
notifications for the transfer and
postings of 149 officers on June
30. Following the Governor's
direction, his Joint Secretary
Kanchan Kapoor issued the fresh
notification about the cancella-
tion of the transfer and posting of
149 officers.

Imphal|Agencies

Awoman was killed and 10 others
injured in a landslide in
Manipur's Churachandpur dis-

trict on Friday while some body parts
were recovered on Friday, the ninth
day after the devastating landslide at a
railway construction site in Noney
district, where 49 bodies have been
unearthed so far, officials said.

A Churachandpur district official
said that a 49-year-old woman was
killed and 10 others, including five
women, were seriously injured when
a passenger vehicle with 12 persons
on board came under the landslide.

The incident took place at the
Tipaimukh road along the National
Highway-150 between Santing and
Saihuan village, around 80 km from
the district headquarters.

The injured were shifted to the hos-
pital.

Meanwhile, Noney district officials
said that 12 people, including
Territorial Army soldiers, are still

missing after the catastrophic June 30
landslides at Tupul.

As many as 49 bodies, including 32
Territorial Army soldiers and remain-
ing of local people and railway work-
ers, were recovered and search opera-
tions were underway despite
inclement weather to locate the miss-
ing.Officials also said that infrequent
rock falls along the National Highway-
37 between Tupul and Noney district
headquarters (near Namduanjang)
has been occurring during the past
four days, posing danger to life and
properties for those vehicles plying
along the NH-37."Due to the uncer-

tain road conditions, the NH-37
between Tupul and Namduanjang vil-
lages was closed by the Deputy
Commissioner for all vehicles, except
those carrying emergency supplies," a
district official said.Defence and dis-
trict officials said that despite fresh
landslides and continuous hostile
weather conditions, the intensive
search operations by the Indian Army,
the Assam Rifles, the Territorial Army,
and the National and State Disaster
Response Forces continued at the
incident site at Tupul.Efforts to search
for the remaining missing Territorial
Army personnel and civilians would
continue till the last individual is
found, a defence spokesman said.

The Territorial Army soldiers were
deployed at Tupul for security to the
railway works, part of the Rs 14,320
crore broad gauge Jiribam-Imphal
railway project, being executed by the
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR), to
connect the Manipur capital on the
rail network by 2024.

Fresh landslide kills woman in
Manipur, June 30 toll rises to 49

Bengaluru|Agencies

The Karnataka Police
have busted a call cen-
tre racket operating out

of Bengaluru that used to
target US citizens. The fraud
call centre's activities
involved cheating gullible
people in the US by obtain-
ing their bank details and
siphoning off the money.

At least 72 employees of
the call centre racket,
including the kingpin were
taken into custody in the
operations conducted by
teams from the Whitefield
and Mahadevapura police
stations.

A joint team of Whitefield

and Mahadevapura police
stations conducted simulta-
neous search operations on
late Thursday evening at two
locations after receiving
information on a fake call
cyber being operated from
there.

A total of 138 computers
and other equipment were
seized during the operation.

According to police offi-
cers, the entire racket was
being run by two individuals
belonging to Ahmedabad.

Employing young gradu-
ates, mainly from
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and
Delhi, the racket mainly tar-
geted people from the US.

The modus operandi
involved sending text mes-
sages to potential targets
through text messages, voice
mail etc that a fraudulent/
suspect transaction is
noticed in one of their
accounts such as bank
account or Amazon account
and they are calling on
behalf of Amazon or their
bank, to resolve the fraudu-
lent transaction.

They would finally zero in
on the gullible persons who
would trust the callers.

The accused were also
seen using vans disguised as
school vans to transport the
employees, police said.

Fake call centre racket targeting
US citizens busted

WOMAN IN BIHAR'S BHAGALPUR
CHARGED WITH RAPE, POCSO ACT

Patna: Police in Bihar's Bhagalpur have charge
sheeted a woman under the POCSO Act, as well for
rape, kidnapping, and criminal conspiracy in a
October 2021 case. The incident came to light when
the charge sheet came before special POCSO
(Protection of Children from Sexual Offences) court
judge Lavkush Kumar, and he directed the investigat-
ing officer to appear before the court and clarify the
matter.The incident is related to kidnapping and rape
of a 17-year-old girl by Chotu Tanti on October 10,
2021 in Kahgaon village of the district. Following the
police investigation, an FIR was registered against
main accused Tanti, as well as his sister and sister in-
law.In the charge sheet, district police accused Tanti's
sister of rape, kidnapping, criminal conspiracy under
the Indian Penal Code as well as sections of the
POCSO Act while Tanti was accused of criminal con-
spiracy and kidnapping under the IPC.

The special court judge has asked the investigating
officer and SHO Niti Kumari of the women police sta-
tion to appear before the court and explain.

New Delhi: An 80-year-old woman was
found with her throat slit at her residence in
the national capital on Friday, police said.

According to police, a PCR call was
received at Shalimar Bagh police station
around 11 a.m. regarding murder of an old
woman in her house in BS block. A police
team reached at the spot and found the
woman lying dead on bed with her throat
partially slit.

"No other injuries were apparently visible.
Her ornaments were intact. Other household
articles were also found intact," Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Northwest, Usha
Rangnani said, adding prima facie, it seemed
that that the murderer was someone known
to the victim as there were no signs of forced
entry.Police registered a case under Section

302 (murder) of the Indian Penal Code and
launched investigations.

Rangnani said that CCTV footage is being
analysed and four teams have been consti-
tuted to solve this case.

"Police have rounded up a few suspects
and the accused will be arrested soon," she
added.

80-yr-old Delhi woman
found murdered at home

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Four people, including three
minors, drowned to death while
taking bath in the Yamuna river in

the national capital, an official said on
Friday.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(north), Sagar Singh Kalsi, said they
received a call at 1.20 a.m. stating that
four persons have gone missing.

They were identified as Wasim (15),
Kamal (17), Iliyas (20) and Sameer (17),
all residents of Loni, Ghaziabad. One
motorcycle was found on the Yamuna
bank along with some clothes.

"During inquiry, it was found that
around noon on Thursday, these four
persons had come from Loni to take a
bath in Yamuna at Thokar No. 7, Sonia
Pushta, Burari, and accidentally
drowned in the river," Kalsi said.

Subsequently, around dawn on
Friday, a search and rescue operation
was started.

"The divers have so far recovered
three bodies," the officer said, adding
that the search operation is still under-
way to find the fourth person.

Kalsi said the statements of the fami-
ly members and other witnesses have
been recorded and no foul play is sus-
pected in their deaths.

Delhi: Four, including three
minors, drown in Yamuna river 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Friday sent a summon

to Poonam Jain, the wife of
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain, to join the
investigation in PMLA case
on July 14.

Satyendar Jain is currently
lodged in Tihar Jail in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case after his bail
application was rejected by
the court.

On July 1, the ED arrested
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain, the two associates of
the Health Minister.

The ED had initiated the
money laundering probe on
the basis of an FIR registered
by the CBI in 2017 under
Section 13(2) read with
13(1)(e) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988,
against Jain, his wife
Poonam Jain, Ajit Prasad
Jain, Sunil Kumar Jain,
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain.

A charge-sheet was filed
by the CBI on December 3,
2018 against Jain, Poonam

Jain and other accused per-
sons. It was alleged that Jain,
while holding office as a
minister in the Delhi govern-
ment between February 14,
2015 and May 31, 2017, had
acquired assets which were
disproportionate to his

known sources of income.
The CBI had accused Jain,

his wife and other accused
persons of offences under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act.On March 31 this year,
the ED had provisionally
attached immovable proper-

ties worth Rs 4.81 crore
belonging to companies
beneficially owned or con-
trolled by Jain.

Jain was placed under
arrest on May 30 by the ED
under Section 19 of the
PMLA.

ED summons Satyendar Jain's
wife for questioning on July 14
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In a bizarre incident, the district
administration carried out a flag
march with bulldozers ahead of the

third and the final phase of panchayat
polls in Madhya Pradesh's Morena dis-
trict on Friday. This was to warn the peo-
ple to hold the elections peacefully, fail-
ing which their houses would be demol-
ished, sources privy of the development
told IANS. As part of the measures taken
to ensure free and fair polls, the adminis-
tration not only carried a flag march of
bulldozers but bulldozers were parked at
several police stations, especially those
considered highly sensitive areas in the
district. During the flag march, the
administration also gave clear instruction

that anyone found creating disturbance
in election will be punished and bulldoz-
er will be run over on houses.

"After violence at several polling cen-
tres during the first phase of election,
people are worried. Flag march of bull-
dozers was carried out to send a message
to miscreants that they will bear harsh
punishment if they try to create violence
this time. This step will encourage people
to step out to vote for their favorable can-
didates," an official said on condition of
anonymity. Notably, during the first
phase of panchayat elections on June 25,
violence had occurred in several polling
centres in Morena district. For instance, a
group of armed miscreants had attacked
poll duty officers at a polling booth in
Madanvar village and snatched away two

ballot boxes and burnt ballot papers in
the forest area.

Following which, Bada Malhara police
had registered a case against all the per-
sons involved in the crime and arrested
eight accused. While the vote counting
was underway at the polling station, mis-
creants carrying sticks forcefully entered
the polling booth and beat up the polling
party with sticks.

They took away two ballot boxes while
ballot papers were set on fire in the for-
est. As soon as the information was
received, SDM Vikas Kumar Anand,
Returning Officer and Tehsildar Kamlesh
Kumar Kushwaha, SDOP RR Sahu, sta-
tion incharge reached with heavy police
force and made a Panchnama of the
burnt ballot papers.
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On the completion of
one year of the tenure
of Governor

Mangubhai Patel, Divyang
children became the guests
of the Governor. The children
took lunch at the Raj Bhavan
hosted by the Governor.
About 60 Divyang children
also visited the Raj Bhavan.

Divyang children were
overwhelmed by the soulful
dialogue and affectionate
behaviour of Governor Patel.
He lovingly offered them
meal. With the blessings of
his sweet words, affectionate
behaviour and best wishes,
the Governor drenched the
hearts and minds of the
Divyang children in the
colour of joy.

Patel asked the Divyang
children to share their experi-
ences of visiting Raj Bhavan
with their friends and family.
Giving information about the

hearing impairment of his
grandson, he said that if there
is any deficiency in the body,
then nature also provides
some other divine power.
The need is to recognise this
power within you. He
inspired the children by
mentioning the divine power
of hearing and singing in the
sight-impaired girl child.
Appreciating the service spir-
it of the teachers and coach-
es, he said that they should

help the children to recog-
nise their divine powers and
also provide them an oppor-
tunity to exhibit.

About 15 orthopedically
challenged, 15 hearing
impaired, 19 mentally retard-
ed and 8 visually impaired
Divyang children of Umang
Gauravdeep Welfare Society,
Shaskiya Drishti evam
Shravan Vidyalaya, Shalom
School and government
mental schools paticipated.

Divyang children became guests of Governor
on completion of his one year tenure

PANCHAYAT POLLS : 3RD PHASE 

IN A BIZARRE INCI-
DENT, THE DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATION
CARRIED OUT A
FLAG MARCH WITH
BULLDOZERS
AHEAD OF THE
THIRD AND THE
FINAL PHASE OF
PANCHAYAT POLLS
IN MADHYA
PRADESH'S
MORENA DISTRICT
ON FRIDAY.

FLAG MARCH OF BULLDOZERS
AHEAD OF POLLS IN MORENA
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan plant-
ed Neem, Banyan and

Gular saplings in Smart
Garden today. Chouhan's
son Kartikeya Singh also
planted sapling. Sikandar
Ahmed, Sunil Soni, Nishant
Sharma, Mahin Sikandar,
Leelendra Maran and Chetan
Rawat of Yoga Anusandhan
Parishad (Yoga Research
Council) took part in the
plantation.

Along with Chief Minister
Chouhan, Doordarshan

Kendra Bhopal news director
Satendra Sharan and his wife
Sunita Sharan planted
saplings on their marriage
anniversary. Sunita Sharan is
the announcer and stage
artist of All India Radio
Bhopal. Sharan's daughter
Kumari Satyanshi Sharan and
son Anurag Sharan were also
present.

Yoga Anusandhan
Parishad is active in Bhopal
district for the last 30 years in
the field of promotion and
growth of yoga and treatment
with naturopathy and acu-
pressure. The organisation

plants more than 50 saplings
every year on its foundation
day, 30 April. The organisa-
tion also conducts activities
in the field of environment
protection and cleanliness.

Banyan has religious sig-
nificance. According to
Ayurveda, the treatment of
many diseases is possible by
the banyan tree. Similarly
Neem, rich in antibiotic ele-
ments, is well-known as a
medicine. According to
Ayurveda, Gular is helpful in
the diagnosis of many dis-
eases. Gular is also consid-
ered a revered tree.

CM planted Neem, Banyan
and Gular saplings
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The Madhya Pradesh Police on Thursday
issued a lookout circular against filmmaker
Leena Manimekalai following outrage over

the poster of film 'Kaali' showing the Hindu god-
dess smoking and holding LGBT flag.

The development came hours after Madhya
Pradesh home minister Narottam Mishra said he
would urge the Centre to issue a lookout circular

against Canada-based film director Manimekalai
for hurting religious sentiments of Hindus.

Earlier on Thursday, Mishra said that
Manimekalai's 'Kaali' poster is a deliberate attempt
to tarnish image of goddess Kali.

Mishra, who is also the spokesperson of the gov-
ernment, said that he was writing to Twitter to

check alleged derogatory remarks made by some
people, which have hurt the religious sentiments of
Hindus.

"I am going to write a letter to Twitter on the
issue. Twitter should check tweets posted by people
having perverted mentality, like the Kaali film
director Leena Manimekalai, who posts a photo of
goddess Kaali smoking... these people use Twitter
as tool to hurt sentiments of Hindus," Mishra said.

He further said the Madhya Pradesh government
will also write to the Centre to issue a lookout circu-
lar against Canada-based film maker and the direc-
tor of 'Kaali'. The controversy escalated further after
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra said she
has every right as an individual to imagine Goddess
Kaali as a meat-eating and alcohol-accepting deity,
as each person has his or her unique way of offer-
ing prayers. An FIR was already registered against
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra at a police
station in Bhopal on Wednesday.

The Madhya Pradesh Police on
Thursday issued a lookout circular
against filmmaker Leena
Manimekalai following outrage over
the poster of film 'Kaali' showing
the Hindu goddess smoking and
holding LGBT flag.

MP Police issue lookout circular against Leena Manimekalai

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Governor Mangubhai Patel has
said that discharging duty with
the spirit of service is the serv-

ice to humanity. Nature has given
humans special powers of speech
and intellect, so that they can help
others. He said that whatever works
we are doing, it is our duty. If we do
this work with the spirit of service,
then we will receive the blessings of
God. On completion of one year of
his tenure, he expressed his gratitude
for the cooperation received from the
state government for his efforts.
Gratitude was also expressed to the
people of the state for the coopera-
tion and display of goodwill towards
his sentiments, feelings and works.
He thanked all the employees and
officers of Raj Bhavan for working
with alertness and proactiveness
according to his sensitive work style.

Patel was addressing the National
Health Mission's Sickle Cell Anaemia
Management and Prevention
Orientation Workshop at Sandipani
Auditorium of Raj Bhavan. Managers,
professors of the universities and
health department officials of the
state were present in the workshop.
International skating player girls Asha
Gond and Durga Gond of the tribal
village Janwaar of Panna district were
honoured by the Governor by pre-
senting a citation. Patel was present-
ed with the first copy of the book
"Maun ka Udghosh." About four min-
utes' documentary "Sankalpasiddha-
Karmasiddha Governor: Mangubhai

Patel" was screened based on the one
year tenure of the Governor. Health
Commissioner Sudam Khade pre-
sented a letter regarding the adoption
of sickle cell portal developed by the
state government in other states of
the country.

Patel expressed happiness over the
presence of more people than expect-
ed in the workshop. He hailed them
for participation in the resolve of
serving humanity. He said that as the
first citizen of the state, he is working
with full capacity and sensitivity to
fulfil the expectations of the common
man and his official duties. We are
working with the spirit and feeling of
contributing our best in the efforts for
the welfare of the underprivileged
and inaccessible areas and sections.
He said that in view of the Covid dis-

aster and elections, despite not get-
ting an opportunity to visit for two
and a half months, he has visited
most of the districts of the state.

Patel called upon the universities
to actively participate in the efforts to
prevent sickle cell anaemia. He said
that teachers and students can con-
tribute significantly in public aware-
ness efforts regarding the disease. He
asked the Vice Chancellors of the
University to lead the public aware-
ness efforts, adopt five villages each,
visit the villages and inspire other col-
leges to cooperate in the public
awareness works. He said that there is
a need to spread awareness among
the tribal community regarding wide-
spread screening, testing and effec-
tive treatment, health, marriage and
rehabilitation services for the preven-

tion of sickle cell. He highlighted the
need for screening, pregnancy check-
up, counselling in Anganwadi cen-
tres, primary, secondary, higher sec-
ondary schools. Giving information
about the control of physical deformi-
ties after the newborn is examined
within 72 hours after delivery, he
stressed on the efforts of educated
students to make the tribal society
aware of the disease. He said that the
universities should also involve tribal
students in village tours by making
them aware of the efforts related to
disease treatment and control. Inspire
and train them to communicate with
the tribal community in easy and
simple language. He stressed on
helping the economically weaker sec-
tions in the resolution to end tuber-
culosis by the year 2024 and giving
more impetus to the efforts of former
Governor Smt. Anandiben Patel in
this direction.

Congratulating Governor Patel on
completion of one year's term, Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Prabhuram Choudhary said that Patel
effectively led the society and govern-
ment in the development efforts for
the tribal community and manage-
ment of sickle cell anaemia disease in
the state. After visiting the entire state,
he has communicated with the last
link of the society. He contributed in
the efforts for their development. He
informed that the work of treatment
of sickle cell anaemia is being done in
mission mode by the state govern-
ment in all 89 tribal-dominated
blocks of the state.

Fulfilment of duty with the spirit of service
is service to humanity: Governor 

Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
attended the condolence
meeting and Uthavana ritual
of Late Chetan Devi
Sakhlecha, wife of former
Chief Minister Virendra
Kumar Sakhlecha and moth-
er of Minister Omprakash
Sakhlecha and paid floral
tributes.

Paying homage at the con-
dolence meeting held at
Manas Bhawan, CM
Chouhan said that revered
Mata. Chetan Devi Sakhlecha
lived a very successful life.
Former Chief Minister Late i
Virendra Kumar Sakhlecha
served the people of the state
better by staying at the high-

est post of the state, in which
the revered mother made a
significant contribution. She
has left behind a successful
and hardworking family.
Chief Minister Shri Chouhan
said that no one can fill the
vacuum and replace the loss
of mother. By following the

ideals set by Pujya Mata ji, we
can lead ourselves towards
better works in our life. CM
Chouhan, on behalf of him-
self and the people of the
state, prayed to God to grant
peace to the departed soul
and strength to the family
members to bear this loss.

NO ONE CAN REPLACE LOSS OF MOTHER : CM 
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Aspecial campaign 'Mission Sehat' will be
conducted for better care and mainte-
nance of buildings of all health institu-

tions from Primary Health Center to Civil and
District Hospital. In this, the heads of the insti-
tution will have to get the general and special
repair works done by the end of September.
While entrusting the heads of the institutions to
get the work done the allocation of amount for
expenditure on repairs is being ensured as well.
Commissioner-cum-Secretary Health Sudam
Khade has issued guidelines regarding the
work to be done in the mission.

The Health Commissioner said that while
making additional provisions in the present
arrangement for maintenance of government
buildings of the Health Department, funds are
being provided to all health institutions for
repairs from their Rogi Kalyan Samitis. Under
this, the work of both general and special repair
of the buildings of health institutions is to be
undertaken. General repairs include painting,
repairing of doors and windows, replacement
of broken glass, patch work of plaster, repair of
water supply system, electrical repair, building
floor repair and installation of signage at key
locations of the hospital.The in-charge of the
concerned health institution has been author-

ized to carry out general repair works. In-
charge/Medical Officer of Primary Health
Centres, Block Medical Officer in Community
Health Centres, Hospital Superintendent in
Civil Hospitals and Civil Surgeon-cum-Chief
Hospital Superintendent in District Hospitals
shall be the building in-charge for the repair
work of each building under their administra-
tive control. The head of the institution can
constitute a supervisory committee at the office
or hospital building level as per the guidelines
issued at state level for the maintenance and
repair work of the buildings operated under
him. District wise budget is being allocated on
the basis of the amount of repair works from
the state level and the bank account informa-
tion of the Rogi Kalyan Samiti of the respective
hospitals. For the execution of general repair
works, the authorized officer of administrative
and financial sanction will be the head of the
institution. On the recommendation of the
constituted committee, the building in-charge
will get the works up to Rs. 5 lakh done by the
agency giving the lowest rate after receiving the
tender as per rules. After the work is done, the
photographs of the repairs will also be collect-
ed. The building in-charge of all the institutions
will ensure that all repair works are done com-
pulsorily by 30 September 2022. Special repair
works include roof water proofing and repair

work, floor refurbishment of building, sanitary
fittings, construction/repair of drainage system
and major repairs other than simple repairs.
According to the proposal received from the
districts for special repairs, administrative
approval will be issued for all the works from
the competent level of the department follow-
ing technical approval after obtaining detailed
estimates from the departmental/divisional
executive engineers. For special repair works,
the prevailing rate schedule of PIU of Public
Works Department will be applicable. For spe-
cial repair works costing less than Rs 5 lakh,
committee will be constituted by the in-charge
of the building. On the recommendation of the
constituted committee, the agency which will
submit the lowest rate after receiving the ten-
der as per rules, will be selected and will get the
work done. For special repair works costing
more than Rs 5 lakh, the technical staff of the
Health Department will prepare an estimate of
the work and a proposal for technical approval
etc. After the issuance of administrative
approval, the departmental/divisional execu-
tive engineer will issue a tender for all the spe-
cial repairs of the concerned department for
works costing more than Rs.5 lakh and the eli-
gible tenderer who submits a minimum rate for
each division will be selected. One tenderer
will not be selected for 2 divisions. Special

repair works will also have to be completed by
November 30. General and special repair works
will be included through Google Sheet/Link
prepared by the department with the repair
photographs showing the pre-work condition
and post-completion status. Along with this,
the responsibility of entry of other necessary
documents will also be with the building in-
charge / head of office / head of the institution.
General and special repair works will also be
constantly supervised. Departmental officers
will be responsible for reviewing the construc-
tion works to be done in the districts. Block
Medical Officer and Assistant Engineer will
supervise the repair works conducted in their
block. The Chief Medical and Health Officer
and the Divisional Executive Engineer will
supervise the construction works of civil hospi-
tals and community health centers in their dis-
trict. All Regional Directors and Divisional
Executive Engineers will supervise the repair
works of district hospitals operating under their
jurisdiction. Updated information will be
obtained from all the departmental officers by
the state level from time to time after reviewing
the repair works. The concerned institution in-
charge will be responsible for upgrading the
buildings of all government health centers as
best institutions within the prescribed time
limit of September 30.

CM EXPRESSES GRIEF OVER THE
DEATH OF SENIOR JOURNALIST 

Bhopal:  Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the demise of senior journalist in
Bhopal Ramesh Tiwari  who passed away this evening. He
had been unwell for some time. Chouhan said that
Ramesh Tiwari has served Dainik Bhaskar, Dainik Phir Nai
Raah and various newspapers and magazines for a long
time. He also did analytical writing focusing on characters
of Ramayana and Mahabharata. His five such works have
been published. He had made significant contribution to
Hindi journalism. Chouhan prayed to God to grant peace
to Tiwari's soul and strength to the bereaved family and
friends to bear this loss.

CM EXPRESSES GRIEF OVER THE
UNTIMELY DEATH OF THREE KIDS

Bhopal:  Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the untimely demise of three children
in Berasia area of Bhopal. Chouhan said that this news is
heart breaking. He has prayed to God to grant peace to the
departed souls and strength to their families to bear this
immense loss. Chouhan has directed the Bhopal district
administration to provide financial assistance to the fami-
lies of the deceased children.

'Mission Sehat' will tranform the face of health institutions



Tribal activist Yogo Purti's face lights up every time he sur-
veys Satanpur hill, located behind his modest dwelling at
Jaipal Nagar in Sector 12 of Bokaro district in Jharkhand.

The 47-year-old, who runs the Asas School that offers free
classes to the underprivileged, has fought off threats from the
land mafia, the mistrust of villagers and official inertia in
Jharkhand to restore greenery on what was just a denuded
landscape in his teens.

Purti's environmental activism took shape in 2000, when he
successfully mobilised the youth of Satanpur panchayat for a
sapling plantation drive on the Satanpur and Bandhgora hills,
adjacent to the district's Chas block, known for its steel plant.
With time, the villagers began to watch out for encroachments
funnelled by real estate and land mafias and passed on the
gathered information to the district administration and the
forest and police departments.

The system worked well to stop encroachers in their tracks,
and with it, sakhua, khair, jamun, palash and other varieties of
trees bloomed and spread shade. The water level increased
and much of the wildlife and birds that hadn't been seen here
since before the 80s were thriving once again.

Along with Ramkumar Manjhi, Ramdayal Singh, Shyam Lal
Bauri, Ruplal Manjhi and Shrinath Marandi, Purti and the
other villagers thus transformed the hills into a buffer zone to
protect their habitat from the onslaught of urbanisation.

"Many low-altitude hills around this place were levelled and
sold. These two survived only due to our spirited involvement
and vigil," he told 101Reporters. "We used to organise van
mahotsavs to plant saplings at the foot of the hills. At times,
rallies were held to spread awareness about tree conservation.
We also bonded over freshly-prepared khichdi served on the
occasion."

Prakash Mishra, a local journalist involved in the campaign,
remembers how the hills were left with just tree stumps when
industrialisation triggered deforestation in Bokaro.

"Alarmed by the sheer volume of environmental damage,
we held a meeting with the villagers and decided enough is
enough. With our sustained care, the stumps grew back to life.
We planted more saplings at the foot of the hills, too," he
added. The local residents here understand that a thriving hill
means a thriving life. They have witnessed how thousands of
villages in the state migrated due to rampant mineral ore min-
ing in the region. The real breakthrough, however, came in
2006, when the then Dhanbad divisional forest officer (DFO),
Sanjeev Kumar, organised a meeting with the villagers of
Satanpur. He played a pivotal role in constituting forest
defence committees, which would go on to look out for
encroachments and inform the departments concerned to
prompt swift action. Simultaneously, Purti received support
from an NGO, Sahyogini, for the plantation drive. The lands
around the hills - the Garga, a tributary of the Damodar river,
flows adjacent - were originally occupied by peasants. They

were part of the swathes acquired and transferred to Bokaro
Steel Limited (BSL) for building the plant. Additionally, forest
lands were given to BSL - incorporated as a limited company
first and later merged with the Steel Authority of India - to
conduct a massive afforestation drive. However, BSL did not
utilise the land as required and encroachments soared.

The sticking points
Over the years, several colonies emerged around the

Satanpur and Bandhgora hills. Purti and his team alleged that
the adjacent plots fell into the wrong hands, who then fabricat-
ed documents by posing as peasants. The encroachers later
sold them to builders. During his tour of the area, this corre-
spondent also noticed rapid construction and levelling of land.

According to activists, the presence of colonies has height-
ened the risk of encroachment on the hills. They cited an inci-
dent from August 2014, wherein the forest department booked
four office-bearers of Adarsh Cooperative Society, one of the
many builders around the region, on charges of clearing two
acres on Satanpur hill.

A forest officer who retired from Bokaro division last year
said, on condition of anonymity, that the hill was given to BSL
decades ago."Our department had made repeated correspon-
dence with the public sector enterprise during my tenure to
get the land back, but in vain," he added.

On the issue, BSL Communication Officer Manikant Dhan
claimed he was "not aware of the Satanpur hill land being
under BSL's control". However, he did accept that many
colonies had cropped up in the area.

Forest Range Officer Niranjan Tiwari said that only the DFO
could provide information on the subject. When this corre-
spondent managed to reach Bokaro DFO AK Singh after sever-
al attempts, they were officially asked to file a Right to
Information (RTI) request with his queries.

On the other hand, Bandhgora's ownership status is as clear
as can be. A few years ago, Purti had filed an RTI application
with the Bokaro divisional forest office in this regard. The reply
clarified that the forest department fully owned the hill, citing
the plot number and details of the entire forest area in the
township.The activist further said that the administration had
taken action several times on the complaints local residents
raised, but they still have to constantly write to the depart-
ments concerned, file RTI pleas and create awareness to save
the hills. After he once wrote to the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, it directed
Jharkhand's Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF), in
August 2015, to stop the felling of trees and illegal encroach-
ments.

The environmentalists find solace in the fact that one por-
tion of Satanpur's greenery is protected by the presence of the
Jharkhand Armed Police's firing range. Set up almost 15 years
ago at the foot of the hill, it significantly helped curb encroach-
ments on that side, besides preventing the extraction of mur-
ram soil used for filling land during construction work.

Testing times
"We saved both the hills by preventing forest erosion and

encroachments, but our forest defence committees have been
dormant for four to five years," rued Ramkumar Manjhi, a
member of Purti's green brigade from Santaldih. "Real estate
and land mafias lure residents to clear forests on their behalf,
which is more difficult for us to stop as it leads to fights in the
village and creates personal enmity."Ramdayal Singh, who
contested the recent election to head Satanpur panchayat,
nodded in approval: "These local agents hamper our
work."Purti and Manjhi claimed that the committees became
inactive primarily due to the issue of local agents.
Department-level negligence, too, has affected them, especial-
ly as forest officers play key roles in their formation and opera-
tion.Sanjeev Kumar, who is still remembered by the villagers
for his unflinching support for their campaign, is now the
additional PCCF of the forest department's CAMPA Project.

"When I convened the meeting to form forest defence com-
mittees, we vowed to ensure that it wouldn't die out as a one-
time programme. Instead, it should set an example for others,"
Kumar told 101Reporters.

Unfortunately, only the group led by Purti and team is
presently active - basically on their own terms - and land
mafias are not pleased. Yet, they yearn to persist to keep the
villages green and sustainable.

(The author is a Jharkhand-based freelance journalist
and a member of 101Reporters, a pan-India network of

grassroots reporters.)
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Data from 10 cities across India has
shown that monthly PM2.5 and
PM10 levels during the summer

months breached the annual CPCB safe
limits of 40 micrograms per cubic metre
and 60 micrograms per cubic metre,
respectively, during these months. Ten
non-attainment cities - Agra, Bengaluru,
Chandigarh, Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata,
Jodhpur, Mumbai, Lucknow, and Patna -
were selected and average PM2.5, PM10
and NO2 levels were analysed for the
months of March, April, May, and June.
These cities are all part of the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP) by the
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Ministry. The analysis by
Climate Trends, an advocacy think tank
working on the issues related to air pollu-
tion and climate change, showed that in
March this year, except Chennai, all other
cities recorded PM2.5 levels above safe
limits while 10 cities recorded PM10 lev-
els above safe limits. In April, except
Kolkata, all other cities recorded PM2.5
levels above safe limits while in case of
PM10, except Chennai, all other cities
recorded levels above safe limits.
Northwest Indian plains have witnessed
repeated heat waves since March this
year. This resulted in an increased power
demand, approximately 75 per cent of
which came from coal-powered thermal
power plants. The westerly winds from
Balochistan, central Pakistan, and Thar
desert also carried dust, adding to the
PM10 levels. Locally, the prolonged dry
spells during the summer months also
mean more dust suspension in the air.
The NCAP Tracker - a joint project by
Climate Trends and Respirer Living
Sciences - showed that in April 2022,
Delhi did not have a single day when it
met the CPCB's 24-hour safe limit of 60
microgram per cubic metre while for
Mumbai, there were only nine days when
PM2.5 concentration did not breach the
safe limits.

Air pollution: A major concern

international

AFGHANISTAN RECEIVES
$32MN HUMANITARIAN
CASH AID

Kabul:Afghanistan has received
$32 million in humanitarian cash
assistance, the country's central
bank announced on Friday.

Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB)
said in a statement that "following
a series of humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan, a shipment of
humanitarian aid worth $32 mil-
lion reached Afghanistan on
Thursday. The cash aid was deliv-
ered to a commercial bank",
reports Xinhua news agency

While appreciating the humani-
tarian assistance of the interna-
tional community, the Afghan
central bank called for better rela-
tions with its partners in the finan-
cial and banking sectors.

"Da Afghanistan Bank wel-
comes the admittance of curren-
cies into the country through legal
and principled ways and asks the
international community to work
together and cooperate with
Afghanistan in other fields as
well," the statement read.The
cash-strapped nation has received
more than $980 million in cash
assistance since the Taliban's
takeover of Afghanistan in August
last year, according to figures
issued by the bank.

AN UPHILL BATTLE TO SAVE
BOKARO'S PRECIOUS GREEN PATCH

Rahul Singh

Moscow|Agencies

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said his
country is open to

peace talks, but the negotia-
tions with Ukraine will get
more difficult with time pass-
ing by.

"We do not refuse peace
negotiations, but those who
refuse should know that the
more time they waste, the
more difficult it will be for
them to negotiate with us,"
Xinhua news agency quoted
Putin as saying during a
meeting with State Duma
leaders and party faction
heads.

The President said that the
West has been extremely
aggressive towards Russia for
decades.

"Our proposals to create a
system of equal security in

Europe were rejected.
Initiatives for joint work on
the problem of missile
defense were rejected.
Warnings about the unac-
ceptability of NATO expan-
sion are ignored," he added.

The attempts of Western
countries to impose a new
order on the world are
doomed to fail, said the pres-
ident.

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN RUSSIA, UKRAINE
TO GET MORE DIFFICULT WITH TIME: PUTIN

Tehran|Agencies

The spokesman of Iran's
Foreign Ministry on
Friday rejected the

British government's claim
that it had seized the ship-
ment of Iranian weapons to
Yemen, according to the min-
istry's website.

Nasser Kanaani dismissed
the claim as "baseless and
outdated," accusing Britain of
being "complicit" in the war in
Yemen.

Britain has been continu-
ously selling advanced
weapons to the Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition against "the
defenseless people of Yemen,"
Xinhua news agency quoted
Kanaani as saying.

Yemen has been mired in a
civil war since late 2014 when
the Iran-backed Houthis

seized control of several
northern provinces and forced
the Saudi-backed Yemeni gov-
ernment out of the capital
Sanaa.

"Without any doubt, the
British government's
approach in keeping up arms
exports to the aggressors is
among the reasons behind the
prolongation of the inhumane
war on Yemen," Kanaani said
"Therefore, this country does
not have the required moral
qualifications to level accusa-
tions against Iran," he added.
The British government's
statement followed an earlier
video report by Iran's Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), in which the IRGC
claimed to have arrested the
deputy head of the British
embassy in Tehran for "spying
activities.

Iran rejects UK claim of seizing Iranian
weapons shipment to Yemen

Ramallah|Agencies

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
met Israeli Minister of Defence Benny
Gantz in the West Bank city of Ramallah.

During the meeting at the presidential
headquarters on Thursday , Gantz extended
congratulations to Abbas and the Palestinian
people on the occasion of Eid al-Adha,
Xinhua news agency quoted state media as
saying in a report.

Abbas explained to Gantz the importance
of creating a political horizon and respecting
the peace agreements signed between Israel
and the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The Palestinian President urged Israel to
stop all unilateral measures in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem, "which would lead to an
escalation of tension between the two sides",
said the state media report

Abbas added that US President Joe Biden's
upcoming visit to Israel and the Palestinian

territories on July 13 is "warmly welcomed by
the Palestinian leadership".

Gantz said Israel is working on finalizing a
prisoners' swap deal with the Hamas to
exchange four Israeli captives for the release
of certain Palestinians from Israeli jails.

In 2017, Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip
since 2007, announced that it had been hold-
ing four Israelis, including two soldiers.

Palestinian President meets
Israeli Defence Minister

BORIS JOHNSON'S WAXWORK

APPEARS OUTSIDE JOB CENTRE

AFTER HIS RESIGNATION

London:A wax figure of
Boris Johnson from
Madame Tussauds
appeared outside a job
centre following the UK
Prime Minister's resigna-
tion as leader of the ruling
Conservative Party, the
media reported.

The waxwork version of
Johnson with his hands on
his hips, dressed in a suit
with a powder-blue tie and
his signature messy hair
was placed outside a
JobCentre Plus in the
Lancashire town just hours
after he announced his
resignation on Thursday,
reports the BBC. Although
he quit as the Conservative
leader, Johnson said he
would continue serving as
the Prime Minister until
his successor is chosen by
the party.

Colombo|Agencies

Parties representing farmers, fishermen, clergies, medical experts,
civil rights groups, political groups and university dons are to
march to Colombo and ride their bicycles as transportation has

come to complete standstill with no fuel supply.
For two weeks, Sri Lanka is in a virtual lockdown with government

offices barely functioning with limited staff and schools completely
closed with no transport for children and teachers.

"Public protest sent Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa home on
May 9, and his brother former Finance Minister Basil Rajapaksa was
sent home on June 9. It's time for their brother Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
go home on July 9," civil rights activist told media.

Claiming the rights to freedom of expression, courts have rejected
orders sought by police to prevent protesters entering Colombo or
marching towards President's house on July 8 and 9.

Inspector General of Police (IGP) C.D. Wickramaratne requested
protesters to exercise the right to protest within the legal framework.

In a public statement, the IGP said that the Police respect the right of
the people to hold peaceful

protests and assemblies, but would not tolerate those who behave
violently by damaging public property.

The Government has summoned thousands of military and police to
capital Colombo and security is in place.Activists have warned that the
government was "planning to create violence" on Saturday using the

military and police.
US Ambassador to Colombo, Julie Chung cautioned the security

forces to ensure right to protest.
"Reminding military and police to grant peaceful protesters the

space and security to do so. Chaos and force will not fix the economy or

bring the political stability that Sri Lankans need right now," the US
Ambassador tweeted urging the protestors to not to resort to violence.

"Violence is not an answer. If you are going to protest, please do so
peacefully."

Despite court orders, on Thursday, hundreds of Buddhist monks
marched to Colombo and started a 'Satygraha' campaign demanding
the resignation of President Rajapaksa and Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe.Several monks said if Gotabaya does not step down,
they would launch a hunger strike until he is ousted. University teach-
ers representing the Federation of University Teachers Association
(FUTA) rode to Colombo in a bicycle parade calling an all-party gov-
ernment to resolve the current crisis in the country.

Burdened with economic crisis, people surrounded President
Rajapaksa's house on March 31 and the protest ended with heavy vio-
lence by military. Subsequently, massive protest started on April 2
occupying President's office in Galle Face Green in Colombo which was
later named 'Gota go village'.

On Saturday, thousands of protesters are asked to gather at the same
venue demanding President to step down.

Bankrupt island nation faced severe food crisis with 57.4 per cent
skyrocketing inflation. The World Food Programme (WFP) has estimat-
ed almost 6.3 million people in the country are unsure of their next
meal and has warned staggering instances of malnutrition.

Having cut almost all imports, Sri Lanka has come to a standstill
without any fuel for both public and private transportation.

Massive crowd to march to Colombo demanding
Sri Lankan Prez, govt to step-down

Sri Lanka's opposition parties, religious groups, civil rights activists have planned a massive march
to capital Colombo on Saturday demanding President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and the government to
step down amidst unprecedented economic crisis and virtual lockdown of the country.
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Challenging the new
Maharashtra government
headed by Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde, Shiv Sena President
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday said his
party was ready to go to the peoples'
court and "face elections".

Referring to the recent catastrophe
that has left the Shiv Sena emasculat-
ed after an internal revolt, Thackeray,
who quit last month as CM, said the
common masses "don't like these
(political) games".

"The people are asking the same
questions - why they (the rebels)
behave like this even when the party
gave them so many posts... did so

much for them. So many women
activists had tears in their eyes yester-
day. I thank the masses from the bot-
tom of my heart," said the Sena chief.

"Let there be elections. If we have
committed a mistake, the masses will
not vote for us, we will accept their
mandate and we shall sit back," he
added, throwing the gauntlet at the
new Shinde-Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment.Referring to the June 20
rebellion which saw the collapse of
the 31-month-old Maha Vikas Aghadi
government he headed, Thackeray
said that whatever has taken place
now could have happened even two-
and-half-years ago, "with dignity and
without spending thousands of crores
of rupees".

Thackeray admitted that even he
had felt "bad" after the rebellion of 40
Shiv Sena MLAs that led to the
Bharatiya Janata Party-supported
government of Shinde-Fadnavis tak-
ing office on June 30.

"They (rebels) kept quiet against
those who targeted the Thackerays,
used perverse language against my
family and myself. 

But now, they have gone and sat in
those very peoples' lap," reiterated
Thackeray at a media conference in
his home 'Matoshri'. Dwelling upon
the ongoing "leaks" plaguing the
party, he said the 56-year-old Shiv
Sena is still strong and recalled the
days when it started with a single leg-
islator, then slowly grew to form gov-

ernments in the state, giving opportu-
nity to ordinary workers, and reward-
ing them with high posts.

Thackeray expressed gratitude to
the people and also the 16 MLAs still
supporting him as the party waits for
the Supreme Court verdict on July 11.

READY TO FIGHT ELECTIONS,
SAYS UDDHAV THACKERAY

Challenging the new Maharashtra government head-
ed by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, Shiv Sena President
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday said his party was ready
to go to the peoples' court and "face elections".

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis will be in the
national capital on Friday to
meet the BJP central leader-
ship and finalise the alloca-
tion of portfolios in the new
state cabinet.

It is learnt that Shinde and
Fadnavis are likely to meet

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, BJP chief J.P. Nadda,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Home Minister
Amit Shah.

Sources said that Shinde
and Fadnavis will meet the
top BJP leadership and dis-
cuss the new cabinet of
Maharashtra government.

"Key agenda to the meet-
ing of Shinde and Fadnavis
with the BJP central leader-
ship is to finalise the alloca-
tion of portfolios and minis-
terial quota of both the par-
ties," sources said.

Party insiders claimed that
Shinde and Fadnavis have
already held an initial discus-
sion about the possible shape
of the new cabinet of
Maharashtra and it will be
presented before the BJP
central leadership for final

approval.
According to party sources,

14 ministers will be from the
Shiv Sena camp headed by
Shinde and the rest 28 from
BJP.

On June 30, a day after
Uddhav Thackeray's resigna-
tion, Shinde was sworn in as
the chief minister of
Maharashtra. On Thursday,
Shinde assumed charge as
the Chief Minister, almost a
week after he was adminis-
tered the oath of office along
with Fadnavis.

On June 20 after the
Legislative Council polls,
Shinde revolted against Shiv
Sena supremo and then-
Chief Minister Thackeray.
The political crisis ended
with the resignation of
Thackeray from the post of
chief minister on June 29.

Shinde, Devendra Fadnavis to meet BJP
leadership to finalise state cabinet

MAHARASHTRA
CHIEF MINISTER
EKNATH SHINDE
AND DEPUTY
CHIEF MINISTER
DEVENDRA
FADNAVIS WILL
BE IN THE
NATIONAL CAPI-
TAL ON FRIDAY
TO MEET THE
BJP CENTRAL
LEADERSHIP
AND FINALISE
THE ALLOCATION
OF PORTFOLIOS
IN THE NEW
STATE CABINET.

NO BANDOBAST NEEDED FOR CONVOY: SHINDE
Mumbai: Stating that this is a government of the common man, Maharashtra chief minis-

ter Eknath Shinde on Friday directed officials that there was no need to provide special pro-
tocol for his convoy.

The chief minister held discussions with state director general of police Rajnish Seth and
Mumbai police commissioner Vivek Phansalkar.

Shinde has directed that there should be no police bandobast for his convoy, as it causes
hardships and delays for the common man, said a a statement from the chief minister's
office (CMO)."This is a government of the common man so he should get priority over
VIPs," Shinde said.The CM added that the special protocol causes traffic snarls, disrupts
daily routine of citizens and burdens the police force.  

WOMAN HELD FOR FAKE
MARRIAGE IN JALNA;
EIGHT BOOKED

Jhalna: A woiman has been arrest-
ed and an offence has been registered
against eight others for allegedly
cheating a man by conducting a fake
marriage in 's Jalna district, police
said on Friday. According to the
police, the complainant Raosaheb
Bhausaheb Sahane (25) was looking

for a bride and he came in contact
with one Ramesh Shelke, who intro-
duced him to the accused woman
Soni Wankhede.

The accused demanded Rs 2 lakh
from the complainant for the alliance,
which he gave. Sahane got married to
the woman at a temple in Soyagaon
village on June 24, an official said.

A few days later, the accused
woman told the victim she wished to
go to her parents' house and insisted
on going alone. Sahane noticed a
man waiting for the accused when he
accompanied her to the bus stand
and found that he had been cheated,
he said.

The police were alerted and the
accused woman was nabbed, the offi-
cial said, adding that a probe revealed
that the woman was married with two
children, and the man who was wait-
ing for her at the bus stand was her
husband.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Friday
agreed to hear on July 11 a
fresh plea by General Secretary

of Shiv Sena's Uddhav Thackeray
faction, challenging the governor's
action of inviting Eknath Shinde to
be the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra.

Senior advocate Devadatt Kamat,
representing Shiv Sena leader
Subhash Desai, mentioned the mat-
ter before a bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and JK Maheshwari and
said that they seek listing of the fresh
plea along with other pending peti-
tions which are scheduled for hear-
ing on July 11. "We are challenging

the appointment of Eknath Shinde
as chief minister," Kamat said.

The top court said it will be listed
before an appropriate bench on July
11. The plea said: "It is submitted
that the action of the Governor dated
June 30, 2022 in calling Respondent
No. 4 to be the Chief Minister is
completely arbitrary and unconstitu-
tional.The president of Shiv Sena is
Uddhav Thackeray. The last organi-
sational elections were held in 2018
and the same was intimated to the
Election Commission of India. There
is no change to the organisational
structure of the Shiv Sena and the
leadership of Uddhav Thackeray is
undisputed and unchallenged."

A rebellion by Shinde-led Shiv
Sena MLAs resulted in the collapse
of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government.

The plea submitted that the
Governor cannot recognise rebel
MLAs as a political party as that
would ring a death knell on the
working of a multi-party democracy.

The plea said there is no merger
as envisaged under para 4 of the
Tenth Schedule and the President of
the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray)
had publicly and admittedly not

aligned/supported the BJP. "These
rebel MLAs have not merged in any
other political party or formed a new
political party, therefore even if it is
assumed they formed 2/3rd strength
of the Legislature party, para 4 of the
Tenth Schedule is not at all attract-
ed," it added.

The plea contended in these cir-
cumstances, the satisfaction of the
Governor for the purpose of calling
upon Shinde to be the Chief Minister
as the head of 39 rebel MLAs of Shiv
Sena (which is not endorsed by the
Shiv Sena) is by itself ex facie uncon-
stitutional. "The Constitution pro-
hibits recognition of rebel MLAs of a
political party under Tenth
Schedule, and the action of the
Governor legitimises what is
expressly prohibited by the
Constitution. The Governor has
sought to recognise what the
Constitution prohibits," said the
plea. In these circumstances, the
Governor in his ipsi dixit guided by
his political masters acted malafide
and in the teeth of the provisions of
the Constitution granted de-facto
recognition to the 39 rebel MLAs by
inviting Respondent No. 4 to be the
Chief Minister."

Quash Governor's decision to invite Shinde
to be Maha CM: Shiv Sena plea in SC

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear on
July 11 a fresh plea by
General Secretary of Shiv
Sena's Uddhav Thackeray
faction, challenging the
governor's action of invit-
ing Eknath Shinde to be
the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A19-year-old man is feared drowned in a
river in Bhiwandi town of Maharashtra's
Thane district on Friday, an official

from the fire brigade said.
The incident took place at Kamwari river in

the town around 1 pm, when the victim,
Mohammad Asif, a resident of Auchit Pada,

had ventured into the water for a swim along
with four others, he said.

Even as Asif jumped into the river, he was
swept away by strong currents. His friends
raised an alarm, but he could not be caught,
the official from the BNMC said.

Local firemen and police rushed to the
scene and a search operation was underway,
he added.

Man Feared Drowned
In River At Bhiwandi

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Mumbai-Delhi Expressway
project is 70 per cent complete
while the languishing Mumbai-

Ahmedabad Bullet Train project

willA be expedited and along with
the Nagpur-Mumbai
SuperExpressway and other major
projects, Maharashtra's economic
growth will get a boost, top leaders
said here on Friday.

Union Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari said that with
more than two-thirds work done on
the Rs 100,000 crore Mumbai-Delhi
Expressway, the travel time between
the country's capital and commercial
capital will be slashed to just 12
hours.

"It's my dream to establish seam-
less connectivity from Nariman Point
in Mumbai to Delhi through a net-
work of coastal road and sea-link till
Virar and beyond with a project out-
lay of Rs 50,000 crore," said Gadkari,
addressing a conclave organised by
the CII here.

Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said that the Bullet Train
project has been given a push after
the new government headed by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde took over in
Maharashtra.

"Owing to certain reasons,
Maharashtra languished while
Gujarat worked swiftly on the Bullet
Train. But we shall cope up, not just
as a Bullet Train, but also as a begin-
ning of a new era in transportation,"
he said.Shinde said the state govern-
ment is focussing to create 15 indus-
trial corridors in the state and prom-
ised to work with the Centre to create
"a pro-industry eco-system".

Gadkari unraveled plans for direct
road connections from Mumbai to
Bengaluru through the Westerly
Bypass on Mumbai-Pune Expressway
and the Pune Ring Road, besides a

new Pune-Aurangabad road align-
ment to cut the travel time to just 2
hours, plus a connect between Surat-
Nashik-Ahmednagar-Solapur which
would divert 50 percent of south-
bound road traffic from north India
and reduce air pollution in Thane,
Mumbai, and Pune.

He urged Shinde and Fadnavis to
take up the land acquisition work
and also waive off GST on various
raw materials needed for these proj-
ects.

Describing Maharashtra as the
"growth engine" of Indian economy,
he said the state would have to con-
tribute majorly in all fields like agri-
culture, industry and services to help
India realise the dream of becoming
a $5 Trillion economy.

'Delhi-Mumbai E'way 70% ready,
bullet train work to be fast-tracked'
The Mumbai-Delhi
Expressway project is 70
per cent complete while
the languishing Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Bullet Train
project willA be expedited
and along with the Nagpur-
Mumbai SuperExpressway
and other major projects,
Maharashtra's economic
growth will get a boost, top
leaders said here on Friday.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday

claimed that pharmacist
Umesh Kolhe's killing in
Amravati was carried out
with an intention of instilling
fear among a section of peo-
ple supporting former BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma
over her controversial remark
about Prophet Muhammad.

In its FIR lodged in con-
nection with Kolhe's killing,
the investigating body
termed the crime an "act of
larger conspiracy" to frighten
people who are supporting
the suspended BJP leader.

A group of people hatched
a conspiracy to send out a
message to a group of people

supporting Sharma and
another expelled BJP leader
Naveen Kumar Jindal who
tweeted in her support.

"They conspired to strike
terror amongst a section of
people of India and with
their assertions attempted to
promote enmity on grounds
of religion. Kolhe's murder
was carried out as part of the
conspiracy to "terrorise a sec-
tion of the people of India,"
the NIA has claimed in the
FIR.

It did not rule out the pos-
sibility of the accused having
international links.

On Wednesday, the central
agency conducted searches
at 13 locations in
Maharashtra which led them
to the recovery of incriminat-
ing documents.

Amravati killing was carried
out to terrorise people: NIA
The National
Investigation
Agency (NIA) on
Friday claimed that
pharmacist Umesh
Kolhe's killing in
Amravati was car-
ried out with an
intention of instill-
ing fear among a
section of people
supporting former
BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma over
her controversial
remark about
Prophet
Muhammad.
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The Shiv Sena suffered another setback as at
least 30 ex-municipal corporators joined
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's group, here on

Friday.
The move has come as a jolt to the former CM

Uddhav Thackeray, ahead of the upcoming civic
elections in Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation
and other major cities in the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region and the state. The development came a day
after 67 ex-corporators of Thane Municipal
Corporation met Shinde - who was also the

Guardian Minister of Thane in the erstwhile MVA
regime - and pledged to work together under his
leadership for the progress of the city adjoining
Mumbai.After this, many Shiv Sena leaders, corpo-
rators, Shakha Pramukhs and other level of activists
are contemplating similar action which could pose

severe hurdles for the party in the civic elections in
Kalyan-Dombivali, Ulhasnagar, Mira-Bhayander,
Vasai-Virar and other townships on the fringes of
Mumbai.

The latest development came a week after
Shinde was sworn in as CM and Bharatiya Janata
Party's Devendra Fadnavis took oath as Deputy CM
after the MVA government collapsed on June 29.

There are ominous signs that many other Sena
elected law-makers, party leaders and office-bear-
ers at various levels may shift allegiance to the
Shinde group in the coming weeks.

The Shinde camp claims that several Sena MPs
are in touch and could join them soon even as the
Shiv Sena Chief Whip in Lok Sabha Bhavana
Gawali - MP from Yavatmal-Washim constituency,
was removed on Wednesday and replaced by
Thane MP Rajan Vichare.

The Sena is pinning hopes on the Supreme Court
verdict of July 11, after which the party would chart
its future course of action even as Thackeray has
launched a massive interaction and communica-
tion with the grassroots workers.

30 SHIV SENA EX-CORPORATORS JOIN SHINDE GROUP
THE SHIV SENA SUFFERED

ANOTHER SETBACK AS AT LEAST
30 EX-MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TORS JOINED CHIEF MINISTER
EKNATH SHINDE'S GROUP, HERE
ON FRIDAY.
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On the directions of
Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA),

the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has regis-
tered a new case against for-

mer National Stock
Exchange (NSE) chief Chitra
Ramkrishna and ex-Mumbai
police commissioner Sanjay
Pandey for allegedly tapping
phones of NSE employees
between 2009 and 2017.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is con-
ducting raids in Mumbai,
Pune and in several other
parts of the country in this
connection.

A CBI source said that an
FIR has been lodged at the
instruction of the Home
Ministry under the Illegal
Phone Tapping Act.

The source said that dur-
ing 2009 and 2017 the
phones of employees of NSE
were illegally tapped by
Ramkrishna and Pandey.

"Pandey ran iSec
Securities Pvt. Ltd. It has
been alleged that
Ramkrishna used this firm to
tap the phone of NSE's
employees. The phone calls
made by NSE employees
between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.
were tapped and recorded
by iSec Securities Pvt. Ltd. It
has been alleged that
Pandey helped in tapping
the phone calls illegally,"
said the source.

The source also said that
they would record the state-
ments of the persons
involved in the case.

The source said that this
fresh case was recently
lodged by them.

Further investigation in
the matter is on.

Ex-Mumbai top cop Pandey, NSE
CEO Ramkrishna booked in NSE

On the directions of
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
registered a new case
against former National
Stock Exchange (NSE)
chief Chitra Ramkrishna
and ex-Mumbai police
commissioner Sanjay
Pandey for allegedly
tapping phones of NSE
employees between
2009 and 2017.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Cindy Bruna
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She is a self-made billionaire.  And Kylie
Jenner showed just why as she was her
own best advert for her latest release.

The 24-year-old mogul took to Instagram to
share some stunning snaps of herself rock-
ing a flirty pink ensemble on Thursday
night, reports dailymail.co.uk.

Her curvaceous figure was on full display
in the mini dress featuring a cutout just
under the chest.She accessorized with a
see-through pink bag and dangling dia-
mond encrusted platinum earrings.

Her signature raven-colored dresses were
put into box braids as they hung down her
shouler.Kylie showcased her upcoming
make-up range with a swipe of matte pink

lip and blush to match.
She captioned the gallery of images to

her 356million followers: 'new matte lips
soon [red heart emoji@kyliecosmetics'

The previous day the star shared an
adorable video of her and daughter Stormi
to her TikTok.

THE PROMOTION
Kylie Jenner
showcases
curvaceous
figure in flirty
pink mini dress
as she pro-
motes upcom-
ing Kylie
Cosmetics col-
lection

Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Christian Bale will
forever be associated with playing
Batman in Christopher Nolan's

'Dark Knight' trilogy, but not everyone
believed in the duo's interpretation of the
character. According to 'Variety', starting
with 'Batman Begins' and most notably in
'The Dark Knight', Bale and Nolan ground-
ed the character in a level of realism the
comic book movie genre had never seen.

Bale's serious approach was the oppo-
site of the campier take on Batman as seen
in Joel Schumacher's 'Batman Forever' and
'Batman & Robin'.

"I would (tell people) we're going to sort
of do Batman, but take him seriously. I had
tons of people laugh at me and just say,
'Well, that's just not going to work at all',"
Bale told The Washington Post.

"So it's wonderful to be a part of a trilogy

that proved those people wrong. I'm not
certain if it kick-started (the MCU), but it
certainly helped along the way."

Bale is returning to the genre as the vil-
lainous Gorr the God Butcher in 'Thor:
Love and Thunder'.

Are two comic book characters enough
for Bale?

"I don't have any goodbye and thank
you, unless other people say to me 'good-
bye and thank you, please never revisit this
again' then I'll take their word for it," Bale
said. "But otherwise a good story is a good
story. A good film is a good film. And a
good director is a good director. And I'm
open to any of those ideas."

Bale recently made headlines by saying
that he's not entirely against reprising
Batman/Bruce Wayne in another 'Dark
Knight' movie. The Oscar winner has one
condition: Nolan must direct, reports
'Variety'. "No. No one's ever mentioned it

to me. No one's brought it up," Bale said
when asked about reprising Batman.

"Occasionally people say to me, 'Oh, I
hear you were approached and offered all
this'. And I'm like, 'That's news to me. No
one's ever said that'."

"I had a pact with Chris Nolan," Bale
added.

"We said, 'Hey, look, let's make
three films, if we're lucky enough
to get to do that. And then let's
walk away. Let's not linger
too long'. In my mind, it
would be something if
Chris Nolan ever said to
himself, 'You know
what, I've got another
story to tell'. And if he
wished to tell that story
with me, I'd be in."

People 
laughed 
at me over 
playing serious
Batman: 
Christian Bale

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress DeWanda Wise is set
to join the ensemble cast of
Chris Pine's directorial

debut 'Poolman'. She joins a
cast that includes Pine, Annette
Bening, Danny DeVito and
Jennifer Jason Leigh. According
to deadline.com, Pine directs
from a script he co-write with

Ian Gotler.
Pine plays Darren Barrenman, a

hapless dreamer and would be a
philosopher who spends his days

looking after the pool of the Tahitian
Tiki apartment block in sunny Los Angeles

and crashing city council meetings with his
neighbours Jack and Diane (DeVito and Bening). When

Barrenman uncovers the greatest water heist in LA history
since Chinatown, he makes uneasy alliances with a beautiful
and connected femme fatale while following every lead he
can with corrupt city officials, burned out Hollywood types
and mysterious benefactors - all in the name of protecting
his precious Los Angeles, reports deadline.com.

Pine produces with Stacey Sher and Patty Jenkins.
Cinematographer Matthew Jensen has also boarded the
title which is slated to go into production in LA in June
2022.

Wise was most recently seen in her scene-stealing role
as Kayla in this summer's blockbuster 'Jurassic World:
Dominion'.

The film recently passed the $800 million mark at the
word-wide box-office. She will next be seen in the highly

anticipated Showtime adaptation of Lisa Taddeo's New
York Times bestseller Three Women coming in 2023.
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Los Angeles | Agencies

Indian actress Priyanka Chopra
Jonas spent a day out with
daughter Malti Marie Chopra

Jonas as the actress and her
American pop-star husband Nick
Jonas are on a trip to Lake Tahoe in
the US. She shared a picture of
herself holding her daughter dur-
ing a hike with her best friend. In
the photograph, Priyanka has cov-
ered Malti's face with a heart
emoji. She wrote alongside the pic-
ture: "22 years and counting... and
now with our babies... love you

@tam2cul." She added the hash-
tags 'best friend', 'Godson', and
'friends like family' to her post.

On January 22, Priyanka had
announced that she and Nick are
now parents. "We are overjoyed to
confirm that we have welcomed a
baby via surrogate. We respectfully
ask for privacy during this special
time as we focus on our family.
Thank you so much," the couple
wrote in a joint Instagram state-
ment at the time. On the work
front, Priyanka will next be seen in
the web series 'Citadel'.

Priyanka
Chopra's day 

out with 

daughter Malti

Los Angeles | Agencies

'Minari' star Steven Yeun has
been cast to star alongside
Hollywood star Robert

Pattinson in filmmaker Bong Joon Ho's
next sci-fi movie. Though the film, set at
Warner Bros., does not have a title, the
science-fiction story is based on Edward
Ashton's novel 'Mickey7'.

According to 'Variety', the project re-
unites Yeun and Bong, who previously
worked together on Netflix's allegorical
drama 'Okja' in 2017.

According to the book's publisher, St.
Martin Press, the high-concept cerebral
thriller could be described as 'The Martian' meets
'Dark Matter'. It follows an "expendable" - a disposable
employee on a human expedition sent to colonise the
ice world Niflheim - who refuses to let his replacement
clone, dubbed Mickey8, take his place. Plot details for
the movie have not been confirmed, and it's not clear

how closely Bong (who is also writing
the screenplay) plans to stick to the
source material.

Along with Yeun and Pattinson, the
cast includes Mark Ruffalo, Toni
Collette and Naomi Ackie.

Pattinson is expected to play the
protagonist, but further casting details
have not been confirmed.

Bong will also produce the upcom-
ing film through his company
Offscreen, along with Dede Gardner
and Jeremy Kleiner of Plan B and
Dooho Choi of Kate Street Pictures.
Peter Dodd will oversee on behalf of
Warner Bros. The movie marks Bong's

first feature since 2019's dark comedy-thriller 'Parasite',
which became the highest-grossing South Korean film
in history, as well as the first non-English-language
movie to win best picture at the Oscars. He's also
known for directing 'Snowpiercer', 'The Host' and
'Barking Dogs Never Bite'.

'MINARI' ACTOR STEVEN YEUN TO CO-STAR WITH
ROBERT PATTINSON IN SCI-FI THRILLER

New York| Agencies

Streaming giant Netflix is help-
ing finance Hollywood star
Johnny Depp's movie come-

back following his much-publicised

defamation trial against ex-wife
and actress Amber Heard that he
eventually won.

According to aceshowbiz.com,
the 59-year-old will portray King
Louis XV in the French-language

film 'La Favorite', which was previ-
ously reported to be titled 'Jeanne
du Barry'. Netflix has acquired the
rights to stream the film in France,
people familiar with the deal tell
Bloomberg.

The acquisition of the film's
rights will be used by the producers
to help finance the production.
Under the deal, the period piece
will be hitting the streamer 15
months following its theatrical
release. Netflix, however, does not
have the rights to stream the movie
in other territories and is not
involved in the making of the pic-
ture.

Directed by Maiwenn Le Besco,
La Favorite will tell the story of
Jeanne Becu, an impoverished
seamstress who rises through the
ranks of Louis XV's court to
become his official mistress. Le
Besco also stars as Jeanne Becu.
Though the real Louis XV ruled
over France for nearly 59 years, he
"died as an unpopular
king...accused of corruption and
debauchery," Variety wrote in
January.

Netflix backs Johnny Depp's film
comeback post-defamation trial
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Geoff Allardice, Chief
Executive, ICC

Melbourne: The 100-day
countdown to the ICC T20
World Cup started on
Friday with the hallowed
turf of the Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG)
being dropped into the city
centre amid a bevy of crick-
et stars, including the likes
of Aaron Finch, Shane
Watson, Waqar Younis and
Morne Morkel launching
the 'World Cup Trophy

Tour'.
The tournament will fea-

ture the world's best men's
cricketers from 16 coun-
tries, with an Australian
side, captained by Finch,
determined to defend the
title they won in the UAE
last year. It is the first time
the men's tournament is
being hosted Down Under,
with the women's equiva-
lent taking place 2020.

Finch said the period
between now and the start
of the mega-event will be
crucial to his side's chances

of retaining the crown.
The ICC Men's T20

World Cup Tour will see the
trophy travel across four
continents before returning
to Geelong on October 16,
when the tournament gets
underway.

The tour will see the tro-
phy visit 35 locations in 13
countries across four conti-
nents. The T20 World Cup
trophy will make stops in
Fiji, Finland, Germany,
Ghana, Indonesia, Japan,
Namibia, Nepal, Singapore
and Vanuatu for the first

T20 World
Cup ICC begins 100-day countdown with trophy tour across four continents

"Celebrating the start of the ICC

Men's T20 World Cup Trophy Tour, driven

by Nissan, is another important milestone

in taking the trophy to 10 countries for the

first time ever, once again showing our

commitment to using the T20 format as

vehicle to grow the game and to engage

new fans across the world.

Geoff Allardice, Chief Executive, ICC

Kuala Lumpur|Agencies

Continuing his brilliant form, H.S Prannoy
beat Kanta Tsuneyama of Japan to storm into
the semifinals but former world champion

P.V. Sindhu was knocked out after losing to Tai Tzu
Ying in the women's singles quarterfinals at the
Malaysia Masters 2022, here on Friday.

Prannoy, searching for his first BWF title in five
years, beat Tsuneyama 25-23, 22-20 in the 60-
minute men's singles quarterfinal clash to reach the
last-four stage.

The Indian shuttler, ranked 19th, saved a game
point in the opener and two game points after the
change of ends against the world No 14 Japanese to
script an impressive comeback.

The 29-year-old Prannoy, India's only remaining
challenge at the meet, will now take on world No.
13 Angus Ng Ka Long of Hong Kong for a place in
Sunday's final.

Earlier, Sindhu, seventh in the badminton world
rankings, lost to world No. 2 Tai Tzu of Chinese

Taipei 13-21, 21-12, 12-21 in 55 minutes. This was
Sindhu's seventh straight loss to Tai Tzu and 17th

defeat in 22 matches.
The two-time Olympic medallist had lost to Tai

Tzu in the Tokyo 2020 semifinals and also at the
Malaysia Open quarterfinals last week.

Despite engaging in long rallies, Sindhu found it
difficult to break Tai Tzu's defence and trailed 11-9
at the first interval. The Indian badminton ace
found herself at the receiving end for the rest of the
game as the Chinese Taipei shuttler, with a good
mix of backhand shots and smashes, took the 1-0
lead in the match.

Tokyo 2020 silver medallist Sindhu was quicker
on her feet in the second game and raced to an 11-
4 lead. Tai Tzu did make a mid-game comeback but
an early cushion helped the Indian take the match
into the third game.Both shuttlers brought their A-
game into the decider. However, after losing two
challenges, Sindhu, leading for the most part before
the break, lost her rhythm and conceded points in
quick succession. Tai Tzu then capitalised on the
opening and sailed into the semifinals of the BWF
Super 500 badminton tournament.

Malaysia Masters

PRANNOY STORMS INTO SEMIS, SINDHU LOSES IN QUARTERS 
Southampton|Agencies

Asmashing half-century
from all-rounder
Hardik Pandya (51 off

33 balls) backed up by his
superb bowling efforts (4/33
in 4 overs) gave India a huge
50-run win against the Jos
Buttler-led England in the
opening T20 International --
a day-night game -- at The
Rose Bowl here late on
Thursday.

Pandya carried his sublime
form from the Indian Premier
League (IPL) and the recent-
ly-concluded series against
Ireland into the game against
England, guiding the visitors
to a massive 198/8 in 20
overs, before returning to
bowl a fiery spell that saw the

hosts bundled out for 148 in
19.3 overs. Pandya picked up
where the top order left off,
joining Suryakumar Yadav (39
off 19) in the blitz, keeping
the run rate above 10-an-over
in the crucial middle
phase.The side have now won
14 of the last 17 T20Is since
the tournament, with a no
result against South Africa in

Bengaluru meaning the side
has lost just twice in the same
stretch.Pandya then returned
with the ball to account for
the dangerous opener Jason
Roy (4), Dawid Malan (21),
(Liam Livingstone 0) and
Sam Curran (4) as England
under new captain Buttler
found the going tough from
the start of their innings.

Pandya inspires India to 50-run
win over England in opening T20I

Brief scores :
India 198/8 in 20 overs

(Deepak Hooda 33,
Suryakumar Yadav 39,
Hardik Pandya 51) beat
England 148 in 19.3 overs
(Moeen Ali 36; Hardik
Pandya 4/33, Yuzvendra
Chahal 2/32, Arshdeep
Singh 2/18) by 50 runs.

Amstelveen (Netherlands)|Agencies

The Indian women's hockey team
put up a gritty performance
against New Zealand in their Pool

B match, but went down fighting 3-4 at
the FIH Hockey World Cup 2022 in a late
Thursday night game.

However, the Savita-led India team is
still in contention for a spot in the quar-
terfinal as they finished third in their
pool. India will face the side which fin-
ishes second in Pool C in the crossover
match on July 10 for a place in the last-
eight. Vandana Katariya (4th munite),
Lalremsiami (44th) and Gurjit Kaur
(59th) were the scorers for India.

The Indian team started the game
aggressively and put pressure on their
opponents in the opening minutes of
the match. In the fourth minute,

Lalremsiami produced a fantastic ball
from the edge of the circle and Vandana
Katariya got into a great position to tap
the ball into the goal to help India take a
1-0 lead. The Indians earned the
moment in the opening minutes of the
second quarter and obtained a penalty
corner in the 18th minute. However,
Deep Grace Ekka couldn't find a way to

break the 1-1 deadlock. New Zealand
rode on the momentum and earned
back-to-back penalty corners in the
opening minutes of the third quarter.
Frances Davies converted the second PC
in the 32nd minute to help the Kiwis
extend their lead further to 3-1.

Sushila effected a brilliant cross from
the right flank, but Monika couldn't
direct the ball into the goal. However,
Olivia Merry converted a PC in the 54th
minute to help New Zealand extend
their lead at 4-2. But the Indians contin-
ued to put up a strong fight and Gurjit
Kaur converted a PC in the 59th minute.
India won multiple PCs in the final
minute of the match, but the Kiwis
ensured they walked off the field as win-
ners. India will take on Spain or Korea
(whoever finishes second in Pool C) on
July 10.

Women's World Cup

India lose to New Zealand;
keep quarterfinal hopes alive

GUJARAT TO HOST 36TH
NATIONAL GAMES IN
SEPTEMBER

Gandhinagar:
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel has
announced that the
Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) has
agreed to host the
36th National Games
in the state. This will
be the first time the
state will host the prestigious games,
scheduled to take place between
September 27 and October 10,
2022.Minister of State for Sports, Harsh
Sanghvi welcomed the decision and said,
"Gujarat is known for setting records and
benchmarks. With the 36th National
Games, Gujarat will set yet another record
to host the event within the limited time of
three months, with more than 34 sports
disciplines in six cities across the state."

The 36th National Games were to be
organised in Goa in May 2020, But they
were postponed indefinitely due to the
spread of Covid-19.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian women's football team mid-
fielder Manisha Kalyan, who
signed a two-year contract with

Cyprus's champion club Apollon
Ladies FC, has said that there are
more girls from the national team can
make such moves in the future.

Manisha's senior teammate, striker
Dangmei Grace has also secured a
move abroad, joining Uzbekistan's FC
Nasaf Qarshi on a six-month deal.

With the move, Manisha is set to
become the first Indian player to play
in the UEFA Women's Champions
League. The Cypriot club will partici-
pate in the Round 1 qualifying playoff
for the UEFA Women's Champions
League and are set to take on Latvia's
Riga FC on August 18.

"I think there are more girls in the
National Team who can make such
moves in the future. The kind of
matches we have been playing against
quality teams, they really help you get
an idea of how to tweak your game in

what kind of situations," said Manisha. 
The 20-year-old shot to fame last

year when she scored a famous goal
against giants Brazil in their own den.

Manisha has already had three
training sessions with her new club in
the second largest city of Cyprus, and
though the attacker feels it is first and
foremost, a time to adapt, she did
enjoy the intensity of the training ses-
sions.

More girls from national team can
play abroad: Manisha Kalyan 

SA OPENER LIZELLE LEE RETIRES
FROM INTERNATIONAL CRICKET 

Johannesburg: South Africa opener Lizelle Lee on
Friday announced her retirement from all forms of interna-
tional cricket with immediate effect. Lee, 30, who made her
international debut in 2013 against Bangladesh, further
said that she will continue to play domestic T20 cricket
around the world.

The news comes as a huge blow for South Africa ahead
of their women's ODI series against England, starting from
July 11 in Northampton and most importantly, with the
Commonwealth Games having the women's T20 event in
Birmingham from July 29 to August 7.

Lizelle leaves the international cricket stage at pole place
in the runs-scorer's list in women's T20I cricket for South
Africa, while coming second to Mignon du Preez in
women's ODIs. She was also the recipient of the ICC
Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year 2021.

In women's ODIs, Lizelle amassed 3,315 runs in 100
matches, including 23 half-centuries and three centuries at
an average of 36.42, with a career-best score of 132 not out
against India in Lucknow in March 2021. In two Tests, last
of which came against England in Taunton from June 27-
30, she made 42 runs.

In women's T20Is, she played 82 games for the Proteas,
scoring 1,896 runs, averaging 25.62, while notching up 13
fifties and one hundred against Thailand during Women's
T20 World Cup in 2020, making her only the second South
African woman to reach triple figures in T20Is.

Pooran, Mayers smash half-centuries
as West Indies clinch T20I series

Guyana: West Indies skipper Nicholas Pooran smashed
an unbeaten 74 off just 39 balls, embellished with five max-
imums, as the hosts romped to an easy five-wicket victory
over Bangladesh with 10 balls to spare to complete a 2-0
T20 International series win at the Providence Stadium on
Friday (IST).

The 26-year-old left-hander played an array of superb
strokes on both sides of the wicket as he made his fourth
T20I half-century in his last five innings. Set a challenging
target of 164 in the final contest, Pooran ended the match
in grand style with a magnificent straight six and held the
pose for emphasis. He was named the 'Player of the Match'
and 'Man of the Series'.

Pooran smashed five fours and five sixes, racing to his
ninth T20I half-century in the 15th over with a six over long
on. Mayers, who has two fours and five sixes of his own,
had earlier reached his maiden T20I half century off 33
balls at the start of the 14th over with a straight six off off-
spinner Mosadek Hossain.

The win came on the heels of a 35-run victory for the
West Indies at Windsor Park in Dominica, after the open-
ing game at the same venue was rained off as a no-result.

The two teams will now play a three-match ODI series
beginning at the Guyana National Stadium on July 10.

Brief scores: Bangladesh 163/5 in 20 overs (Litton Das
49, Afif Hossain 50; Hayden Walsh 2/25) lost to West Indies
169/5 in 18.2 overs (Kyle Mayers 55, Nicholas Pooran 74
not out) by five wicket.

Galle|Agencies

Centuries from Marnus
Labuschagne (104) and Steve
Smith (109 not out) put Australia

in a strong position on the opening day
of the second Test against Sri Lanka,
here on Friday.

Australia were 298 for 5 at stumps on
Day 1 with Smith and Alex Carey (16)
unbeaten at the crease.

Earlier, Australia won the toss, opted
to bat first and fielded the same side as
the first Test but Sri Lanka were forced to
make four changes after a Covid out-
break in their camp. All-rounder
Kamindu Mendis and spin duo Prabath
Jayasuriya and Maheesh Theekshana
made their Test debuts for the hosts.

The hosts got off to a good start with
Kasun Rajitha providing them with an
early breakthrough when he knocked off
David Warner's off stump in the fifth
over of the day.

Pairing with Ramesh Mendis and
debutant Prabath Jayasuriya, Rajitha
kept the Australians in check with his
probing line and length. Mendis dis-
missed Usman Khawaja in the 22nd
over just when the second-wicket part-
nership had started to grow. At 70/2, the
match seemed evenly balanced.

However, with no demons in the
pitch, it was only a matter of time before
the Australia batters took back control of
the game. Leading the way was Marnus
Labuschagne, who did not take long
after the lunch break to bring up a won-
derful fifty. He accelerated upon reach-
ing the milestone, racing towards triple
figures.

The second session was completely
dominated by the visitors and Steve
Smith proved to be the perfect partner
for Labuschagne's antics. The latter

brought up his fourth Test century, his
first outside of Australia with a gentle
single to mid-wicket.

Niroshan Dickwella, who had missed
a stumping chance to dismiss
Labuschagne for 28 earlier in the day,
made amends when he whipped off the
bails of the advancing batter to give
Prabath Jayasuriya his maiden Test
wicket. Labuschagne departed for 104
(156) with Australia going to tea at
204/3.However, the wicket did little to
dampen Steve Smith's spirits as the vet-
eran batter dropped in anchor. The
experienced batter kept Australia in
control. Two brief partnerships with
Travis Head and Cameron Green fol-
lowed but with Smith in the picture, Sri
Lanka could not wrest back control of

the game. Smith's patience was reward-
ed when he brought up his 28th Test
hundred with a crunching cover drive in
the final hour of the day. It was a long
wait for the talented player, who last
reached triple figures in January 2021.

Despite wickets falling at the other
end, Smith and Alex Carey batted with
great patience to ensure more wickets
don't fall and took Australia to stumps at
298/5. The visitors will be looking at the
400-run mark in the first innings, a total
that would take some effort to take
down by Sri Lanka.

2nd Test, Day 1

Smith, Labuschagne tons put Australia
in a strong position against Sri Lanka

Brief scores :
Australia 298/5 (Steve Smith 109 not out,
Marnus Labuschagne 104; Prabath
Jayasuriya 3-90) vs Sri Lanka
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Bollywood actress Sara
Ali Khan has shared
pictures of her bond-

ing with brother Ibrahim
Ali Khan, actor-father
Saif Ali Khan and the
youngest member of
the Pataudi clan, Jeh.

Sara is currently
in London holiday-
ing with her family.

She took to
Instagram

where

she shared a gamut of pictures
featuring Ibrahim, Saif and Jeh.

Actress Kareena Kapoor Khan
and Taimur Ali Khan are
absent in the pictures.

Sara captioned the image:
"Keeping up with the
Pataudi's." On the work
front, Sara was last seen on
screen in Aanand L. Rai's
'Atrangi Re'. She will next be
seen in 'Gaslight', which

also stars Vikrant Massey.
She also has filmmaker

Laxman Utekar's untitled proj-
ect with Vicky Kaushal.

Sara
shares her

'keeping up

with the

Pataudis'

moment

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Taapsee Pannu
remembers late actor
Rishi Kapoor on the

sets of 'Dance Deewane
Juniors'. She appeared on the
show to promote her film
'Shabaash Mithu'.

Helmed by Srijit Mukherji,
this movie is a biopic on for-
mer Indian cricketer Mithali
Raj where Taapsee will be
seen essaying the role of the
cricketer.

Taapsee shares her experi-
ence of working with the late
actor: "Rishi Kapoor ji was
fun to be around during
work. Initially when I met
him the first thing he said

was, 'what kind of name is
this, Taapsee?'in jest".

She continues: "Rishi ji
used to call me a veteran
actor after knowing that I
have done 10 South Indian
films. During the 'Mulk'
shoot, we shared a great
bond and had a good time
working together. I used to
call him a bully bag."

"I used to feel proud listen-
ing to the compliments from
him. Working with him and
getting compliments will
always be one of my greatest
achievements. I will always
flaunt the compliments that I
got from Rishi Ji and will
remember them," Taapsee
concludes.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood star Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan has a doppleganger in
Mahlagha Jaberi and fans on

social media can't stop talking about the
uncanny resemblance between the two.

Aishwarya's lookalike is identified as
the 33-years-old Iranian-American fash-

ion model who is based out of
California. She is also a sensation on
Instagram where she has a following of
4.1 million.

Jaberi has walked the red carpet at
Cannes film festival in 2021 and 2022
and has also been a part of several fash-
ion celebrations.

Aishwarya is the winner of Miss World

1994 pageant. She is known for her work
in Hindi and Tamil films. In her two-
decade-long journey in acting business,
Aishwarya has received numerous acco-
lades, including the Padma Shri in 2009
and the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by
the Government of France in 2012. On
the work front, Aishwarya will be seen in
Mani Ratnam's 'Ponniyin Selvan'.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

There is no denying the fact that
Kriti Sanon delivered the best
performance of her career in

Mimi. The actress was unanimously
praised for her role.

The film streamed in 2021 and Kriti
is still remembered for her role.
Recently, actress Alia Bhatt heaped
praise on Kriti Sanon when she
appeared on Koffee with Karan.

During the chat show, KJo asked Alia
about the last film or performance that
bowled her over? Without giving it a
second thought, Alia said, "Kriti Sanon
in Mimi", to which Karan also agreed. 

For the unversed, Kriti played the
character of Mimi Rathore, a young

woman who opts to be a surrogate
mother for a foreign

couple in MiMi which
was immensely loved

by the masses while the
actress also won the award
for Best Actress at IIFA for

her role. 
While on the film front,

the leading actress is
super busy with mas-
sive films like
Adipurush,
Shehzada, Bhediya
and Ganapath.
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Lopamudra Raut 

Synopsis: After busting the Noman
flesh traffickers and rescuing his wife
Nargis, Sameer lives a quiet life with
Nargis and their daughter Nandini.
Their joy, however, is short-lived as
Nandini is abducted by a landlady's
thugs on her way home from school.
Sameer sets out to save Nandini while
simultaneously seeking vengeance on
the landlady.

Review: Khuda Haafiz chapter 2 is a
sequel to 2020 Khuda Haafiz. The film
begins with a dream sequence in which
the filmmaker attempts to demonstrate
Nargis' fight with depression due to her
past traumas.

The Film is very neatly divided into
two parts where the first part sets the
mood and the base, the second part is
mostly based on Sameer's revenge. 

Unlike the previous instalment, this
film is not based on a factual occur-
rence, but rather on a fictitious depic-
tion of how certain events may influ-
ence our lives. Although the screenplay
was powerful enough to give you chills,
the film lacked acting and adequate
portrayal.  

Concerning the acting and the spe-
cific performance, Vidyut, being an
action hero, did well in the action
sequences but appeared to have a long

way to go when it came
to expressing himself. His
acting lacked the emo-
tional connection that was
crucial to the plot of the
film. While Shivalika did a
good job portraying a trau-
matised silent girl who can
fight with anything when it
comes to her family. To note,
Vidyut did an excellent job of
unlearning his martial arts abilities to
impersonate an ordinary man.

The supporting performers carried
the film on their shoulders in certain
ways. This film has a really wonderful
song album that will make you tender
in the heart.

Aside from that, when it comes to
cinematography and camera han-
dling. It was clear that the portion
makers shot in India were dodgy, and
the quality suddenly improved in the
sequences taken in Egypt. Some scenes
were excessively gloomy and appeared
undesirable.

The film has incredibly implausible
sequences, such as convicts ruthlessly
killing each other in jail, which were
difficult to accept and appeared comi-
cal at times.

In conclusion, the film had a terrif-
ic script but fails ter-
ribly to portray it.
If you are a
Vidyut
Jammwal fan,
you could
enjoy the film,
but if you
avoid it,

you will
not be missing
out on anything
remarkable.

KHUDA HAAFIZ: CHAPTER II - AGNI PARIKSHA

Directed by : Faruk Kabir

Written by : Faruk Kabir

Runtime : 2 hours 24 minutes.

Cast: Vidyut Jammwal,Shivaleeka
Oberoi , Dibyendu Bhattacharya ,
Sheeba Chaddha, Rajesh Tailang
and Riddhi Sharma 

Rating: 2/5
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SHACHI CHATURVEDI 

ALIA BHATT PRAISES

KRITI SANON 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Sangram Singh and Payal
Rohatgi are among the
most popular couples in

the telly industry.
After dating for 12 years,

the couple is all set to tie the
knot on the 9th of July. 

The pre-wedding festivities
have already kick-started and

a glimpse of the Mehandi
ceremony is doing rounds on
the internet.

Ahead of the ceremonies,
the couple visited the
Prachin Rajeshwar Mahadev
Mandir to seek blessings and
shared beautiful photos on
social media. They captioned
the post, "Beginning of this
beautiful journey of our life!!

Need all your blessings &
wishes." In the photos, Payal
is wearing a heavy-embroi-
dered maroon lehenga while
Sangram is wearing an
embellished cream kurta. 

For the big day, the couple
will be taking wedding vows
at Agra. On the work front,
Payal was recently seen in the
reality show Lock Upp.

Payal -Sangram`s 
pre-wedding 

festivities kickstart

Aishwarya's
lookalike in

Iranian
model

Mahlagha
Jaberi

Taapsee recalls how
Rishi Kapoor called her a

'veteran actor'
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