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Shekahwat was hand in glove
with Pilot in conspiracy to...

THE LIFE SAVER
The estimates based on excess deaths from 185 countries and territories showed that
globally 19.8 million out of a potential 31.4 million Covid-19 fatalities were prevented in
the first year of the vaccination programme. A further 599,300 lives could have been
saved if the World Health Organization's target of vaccinating 40 per cent of the population in each country with two or more doses by the end of 2021 had been met.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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Our findings show that millions of lives have likely been saved
by making vaccines available to people everywhere, regardless of their
wealth. However, more could have
been done. If the targets set out by
the WHO had been achieved, we estimate that roughly 1 in 5 of the estimated lives lost due to Covid-19 in
low-income countries could
have been prevented."
Dr Oliver Watson,
Imperial College London

setting a global strategy to fully vaccinate 70 per cent of the world's population by mid-2022, with an interim
target of vaccinating 40 per cent of
the population of all countries by the
end of 2021. "Ensuring fair access to
vaccines is crucial, but requires more
than just donating vaccines.

Improvements in vaccine distribution and infrastructure, as well as
coordinated efforts to combat vaccine misinformation and improve
vaccine demand, are needed. Only
then can we ensure that everyone
has the opportunity to benefit from
these life-saving technologies," said
Prof Azra Ghani, Chair in Infectious
Disease Epidemiology at Imperial.

35 CRORE SAPLINGS TO BE PLANTED IN UP TILL AUGUST 15
Farmers and beneficiaries of Prime Minister's award in the environment, empowered force, women, disabled, low-income group, visually impaired, MGNREGA job
cardholders, self-help groups, village level and city development workers, forest
workers, tribal-forest, Chief Minister Abhyudaya Yojana beneficiaries, teacherstudents, and women will also be involved in the plantation process.
Ahmedabad|Agencies
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ttar Pradesh is set to
increase its green
cover with the state
government launching a
mega plantation drive from
July 1.
Under the drive, 35 crore
saplings will be planted
across the state till August 15.
On August 15, to mark
'Azadi ka Amrit Varsh', 75
saplings will be planted in
each village of the state.
Additional Chief Secretary,
department of environment,
forest and climate change,
Manoj Singh said, "In the last
few years, the state government has worked tirelessly to
increase the green cover in
Uttar Pradesh. There are a
total of over 58,000 villages in
Uttar Pradesh. The government plans to plant over 43.5
lakh saplings in a day on
August 15."
Efforts are being made by

the forest department to
increase the green cover in
the state which will help in
pollution control, he added.
According to the State of
Forest Report 2021, 9.23 per
cent of the total geographical
area of Uttar Pradesh has forest cover.In 2013, it was 8.82
per cent. There has been an
increase of 91 square kms in
the total forest cover and tree
cover during 2019. The government has now set a target

HOLLYWOOD CELEBS
SLAM ABORTION RULING
Los Angeles|Agencies

T

he decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn its historic Roe v.
Wade abortion rights decision in its 50th year, has been
greeted with widespread criticism from American celebrities.
Voicing the majority view
in the entertainment industry, pop star Taylor Swift
tweeted: "I'm absolutely terrified that this is where we are - that after so many decades
of people fighting for
women's rights to their own
bodies, today's decision has
stripped us of that."
In a detailed response,
cookery show host and
author Padma Lakshmi said:
"People will still get abortions. These procedures
won't stop just because Roe v.
Wade is overturned. This will

only prevent safe, legal abortions from taking place."
Thundered multiple
award-winning actress
Ariana DeBose: "Yeah, ain't
NOBODY telling me what I
can & can't do with my body.
Ain't nobody telling me who I
get to love or marry for that
matter. America ... you're in
for the fight of your life."
Oscar-winning actress
Patricia Arquette was equally
unequivocal. She said: "This
Supreme Court is an absolute
disaster. From giving people
the right to carry guns to taking away women's rights of
autonomy over their own
bodies. We weren't being
reactive, we saw it coming."
But the last word certainly
belonged to the best-selling
author Stephen King. He
tweeted: "It's the best
Supreme Court the 19th century has yet produced."

of further enhancing this area
to 15 per cent by 2030. For
this, the government will
plant 175 crore saplings in
the next five years and intensive plantation during the
rainy season is being done.
As a result, 101.49 crore
saplings have been planted
with the efforts of the government between 2017-18 and
2021-2022. Indigenous plants
like Banyan, Peepal, Pakad,
Neem, Bael, Amla, Mango,

Jackfruit, and Drumstick will
get preference during the
drive.The intention of the
government is that the plantation during the rainy season should be according to
the agro-climatic zone of the
area concerned.
Nearly 27 departments,
including the forest department, will work together to
make the mission successful.
The target of each department is already set. In this
respect, the highest target of
12.60 crore and 12.32 crore is
for the Forest and Rural
Development Department
respectively.
Apart from this, the target
of the Agriculture
Department and Horticulture
Department is 2.35 crore and
1.55 crore saplings respectively.The official said that the
environment fighters will
play an important role in
making this campaign a
success.
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MP in firm control with firstinnings lead ...

Lisa's first solo single 'Lalisa'
attracts 500 mn views...

to affordable vaccines for lower
income countries to try to reduce
inequalities, with an initial target of
giving two vaccine doses to 20 per
cent of the population in countries
covered by the commitment by the
end of 2021.
The WHO expanded this target by

Live Tv
@absoluteindianews

SPORTS

06

COVID VAX PREVENTED OVER 42 LAKH DEATHS IN INDIA, SAYS LANCET

accines developed to fight
Covid-19 helped prevent
more than 42 lakh potential deaths in India in
2021, according to a mathematical modelling study published
in The Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal.
Since the first Covid-19 vaccine
was administered outside of a clinical trial setting on December 8, 2020,
almost two thirds of the world's population has received at least one dose
of a Covid vaccine (66 per cent).
Despite the incredible speed of
the vaccine roll-out worldwide, more
than 3.5 million Covid deaths have
been reported.
However, the team found that,
based on officially recorded Covid
deaths, an estimated 18.1 million
deaths would have occurred during
the study period if vaccinations had
not been implemented.
The Covid-19 Vaccine Access initiative (COVAX) has facilitated access
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HISTORIANS TO DECIDE WHEN AGRA WAS BORN!

DOB required
 The city of monuments is shortly to be
declared a heritage
city and a proposal is
under consideration
of the Supreme Court.
 In 2004, some heritage conservationists and local hotels
along with tourism
bodies had planned
grand celebrations to
commemorate 500
years of the founding
of Agra by Sikander
Lodi in 1504. But due to a controversy, the plan was put off.

are in the pipeline.
Agra Mayor Navin
Jain has constituted
a committee of
 Some Hindutva historians
"nine jewels" to
claim that Agra got its name
decide on the date
Agra city was born.
from sage Angira, some 2,000
The committee
years ago.
includes eminent historians,
Team Absolute|Agra
senior mediapersons, and
he Agra Municipal
academics.
Corporation wants to
The task is not easy, as
celebrate the birthday
reliable historical docuof this great historical city
ments give no clear indicawith half-a-dozen spectacution how and when the city
lar monuments that draw
came into existence, and
millions of tourists round
how it got its name.
the year.
Jain said Agra is a very
Three Mughal structures
ancient city with more than
40 Shiva temples, some as
are world heritage monuold as the Mahabharat.
ments -- Fatehpur Sikri, Agra
Bateshwar town, which
Fort and the Taj Mahal -has 101 Shiva temples in a
while two others,
row along the bend of river
Etmauddaula and Sikandra,

T

Yamuna, was the seat of
power during the reign of
Vasudev, the father of Sri
Krishna. If mythology is to
be believed, Agra was
'Agrvan' (frontier forest), one
of the 12 forests of Braj
Mandal, the 'leela bhoomi'
of Sri Krishna.
Some historians say Agra
was part of the Kannauj
empire of the Chauhans,
while another group claims
Agra was a 'pargana' of the
Bayana Nawab.
Archaeological findings suggest Agra was the extension
of the Mathura empire.
Jain hopes that once the
date is decided, big celebrations could be organised.
The city folks must take
pride in their history and
heritage.

Gujarat school makes the first day special
 As if to drive home
this point, the villagers of Chorpura
under Savli taluka in
Baroda district are
giving regal horse
rides to children
entering school. This
has become the talk
of the town and as
'Shala Praveshotsav'
has been going on
throughout the state,
many schools are trying out unique methods to attract children
to school.
Baroda|Agencies

A

s part of the enrolment drive, children are brought to school on a
decorated horse on the first day.
District Primary Education Officer
Archana Chaudhary has extended her
appreciation for such innovation in
school admission and applauded their
enthusiasm.
Also, in keeping with the trend, a special selfie point for 'my first day at

First day of school is indeed a special memory. And
when a school makes this day special, it stays with
the child and parents forever. A student's positive
association with school is crucial to his/her learning, and encouraging children to go to school regularly helps check drop-out rates.

school' has been put up where children,
teachers and parents click pictures. In
this way, the villagers made the programme a memorable and enjoyable
experience for everyone.
She said that schools are encouraged
to organise different activities so that
children come to school enthusiastically.
Arifbhai Pathan has been teaching in
this small school in Chorpura since
2001. He agrees that schooling is the
most important phase of a child's life.

So, to make it memorable, he asked for
a horse and welcomed five girls and
three boys to the school in a royal fashion that they will always remember.
Sapnaben Babubhai Patel, co-principal of the school, said that most of the
families in the village are from ordinary
economic background, but they enthusiastically participate in every event of
the school.
The annual cultural programme is
organised for parents and they happily
participate in its planning.

CRICKET WORLD CUP 1983

KAPIL ONLY SAID 'DON'T GIVE UP EASILY' AND WE DID OUR BEST: SRIKKANTH
"See, Kapil Dev said only one thing. He said, 'we have got out for 183. But, don't give up easily.
Let's fight, and let us not give it up easily'. He said one final effort, so don't give up. Those were
his exact words," revealed India legend Kris Srikkanth, who opened the innings with Sunil
Gavaskar and scored 38 runs, which ultimately turned out to be the highest score from both
Team Absolute|Chennai

"D

on't give up easily" were the words
which spurred the India cricket
team to win its maiden World Cup
in 1983, and give it the belief to defend a
miniscule total of 183 in 60 overs on that
magical day of June 25.
With West Indies opener Gordon
Greenidge being bowled by Balwinder
Sandhu for one, Srikkanth said India were
still not entertaining thoughts of a win, but
decided to make life as difficult as possible
for the Clive Lloyd-led side."(Balwinder)
Sandhu again because of the slope with the
ball coming in and (Gordon) Greenidge got
out, and suddenly, see, we knew 183 was not
a winning total, but let us make it as difficult

for the West Indies," said Srikkanth on chennaisuperkings.com.
"So, the first 20 per cent hope came when
Greenidge got out. Then, when Vivian
Richards started batting, those days there
was something called a tea time (in ODIs),
because it was a 60-overs match. (Richards
goes for the big hits)... I was standing at
cover, and me and Roger (Binny) are smiling
at each other. 'What macha, match over
before tea time aa? (Will West Indies end the
match before tea?).
"But then again, it is back to Kapil Dev.
What a catch (of Richards)! When you look
back and analyse the catch properly, it is
actually Yashpal Sharma's catch. Yashpal
Sharma is running from square leg and it is
Yashpal who is coming from the front. He

could have taken it easily. That gave us the
inspiration. After that Lloyd getting out,
(Desmond) Haynes, and then we said, they
are four down means we have a good
chance. Then suddenly, the pressure was on
us. Now, we had the upper hand.
"Suddenly this (Jeff) Dujon and (Malcolm)
Marshall started playing. Dujon is a dangerous guy. He started playing well. Luckily
Mohinder Amarnath scalped the wicket of
Dujon. Frankly, the way we put pressure on
them," added Srikkanth.
"...we could not believe. Farokh Engineer
was there, Pataudi was there and it was total
chaos. Imagine, Kapil Dev is lifting the cup,
we are all holding the cup, 1983 World Cup,
Lord's we are the world champions.
Unbelievable."
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SHEKAHWAT WAS HAND IN GLOVE WITH PILOT 12 kg gold, 3 kg silver seized
from IAS officer's house
IN CONSPIRACY TO TOPPLE GOVT: GEHLOT
JAIPUR | Agencies

R

ajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Saturday launched
a scathing attack on Union
minister and senior BJP leader
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, alleging
that the latter was hand in glove
with Sachin Pilot in the conspiracy
to topple the state government.
During his visit to Sikar, Gehlot
said, "Everyone knows that you
(Shekahwat) conspired to topple
the government. Now you are taking
the name of Sachin Pilot saying he
made a mistake. There is strong
proof that you were hand in glove
with him (Pilot)."
Addressing a gathering in
Chomu, Shekhawat had recently
said that Pilot lost a "golden chance"
in revolting against the Congress
and repeating a "Madhya Pradeshlike experiment" in Rajasthan.
Shekhawat also claimed that if
Pilot had not failed to topple the
Rajasthan government, the state's
13 districts would not have
remained thirsty and the work on

the Eastern Canal project would
have started.
Gehlot referred to the above
statement of Shekhawat and spoke
on the recent matter of phone-tap-

ping during his speech.
The state Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) recently served a notice to
Shekhawat for collecting his voice
samples in the phone-tapping case

Kejriwal, Mann hold Tiranga
Yatra in Himachal's Kullu
KULLU (HIMACHAL PRADESH) | Agencies

W

ith an eye on upcoming Assembly polls,
Aam Aadmi Party
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
in Kullu on Saturday where
he launched Tiranga Yatra.
The Tiranga Yatra was
organised from college gate to
the main chowk, Dhalpur,
where he addressed a massive crowd. He said, the party
has arranged four raths to roll
into the four Lok Sabha constituencies in the state to listen to the grievances of the
people. "We don't know politics. Our journey started from
Anna movement and then we
formed a party. We vowed to
eliminate corruption from the
country. We ended corruption in Delhi and then started
the process in Punjab,"
Kejriwal said.

Attacking the state government, Kejriwal said that every
year budget worth thousands
of crores is passed, but no
work is being done to provide
basic facilities to the people
nor to give jobs to the
employed youth.
"Where does the money
go? The AAP, when will come
to power, will investigate," he
quipped. He said if people
care about their children's

better education, employment, health, then they
should also know which party
can get all these things to
them free of cost. Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann was also present during the road show in Kullu.
Mann, while addressing
the AAP workers said that
after Delhi, the process to
wipe out corruption has
begun in Punjab.

AT 15,940, INDIA SEES DIP IN
FRESH COVID CASES, 20 DEATHS
New Delhi: India on Saturday witnessed
a decline in Covid cases with 15,940 infections reported in the past 24 hours, against
previous day's 17,336, as per the Union
Health Ministry data.
In the same period, 20 fatalities took the
nationwide death toll to 5,24,974.
Meanwhile, the active caseload has also
jumped to 91,779 cases accounting for 0.21
per cent of the total positive cases.
The recovery of 12,425 patients in the last
24 hours took the cumulative tally to
4,27,61,481. Consequently, the recovery
rate of the country now stands at 98.58 per
cent.
Meanwhile, the Daily Positivity rate has
reported a marginal rise to 4.39 per cent,
while the Weekly Positivity Rate stands at
3.30 per cent.Also in the same period, a
total of 3,63,103 tests were conducted
increasing the overall tally to over 86.02
crore.
As of Saturday morning, India's Covid-19
vaccination coverage exceeded 196.94
crore, achieved via 2,55,36,802 sessions.
Over 3.62 crore adolescents have been
administered with a first dose of Covid-19
jab since the beginning of vaccination drive
for this age bracket.

ICMR unveils centres at 7 IITs
to foster MedTech innovations
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
and Department of Health
Research (DHR) have unveiled
ICMR-DHR-Centre of Excellence
(CoE) for fostering 'MedTech'
innovations at seven IITs across
the country.
The ICMR-DHR-Centre of
Excellences was unveiled at IITBombay, IIT-Delhi, IIT-Guwahati,
IIT-Hyderabad, IIT-Kanpur, IITKharagpur and IIT-Madras. These
centres have been set to develop
the products, technologies in synergy with the requirements of the
National Health Mission,
Ayushman Bharat and Public
Health Programmes of the government for their potential
deployment. Currently, the coun-

try's healthcare sector has 80 per
cent import dependency for its
medical device needs. "IITs being
pioneers in undertaking research,
innovation and prototype development along with ICMR's
strength in conducting clinical trials, validation and Health
Technology Assessment (HTA)
will usher a new paradigm in
Make-in-India product development in the Country. The ICMRDHR CoEs at IITs will in turn col-

laborate with the medical institutes to develop need driven,
affordable and inclusive healthcare solutions for their wider
adoption," said ICMR in a statement. "The setting up of CoE at
IITs is a new ecosystem driven
approach with a mission of bringing high end healthcare technologies for underserved community,
catering to the last mile," said Dr
Balram Bhargava, DG, ICMR. To
support pandemic preparedness,
ICMR-DHR has also established
Medical Product Gateway of
India (mPRAGATI) at IIT Delhi
under Pradhan Mantri
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission(PMABHIM) scheme to develop diagnostics and medical technologies
for epidemiological preparedness.

Man who jumped off 8th
floor of Kolkata hospital dies
KOLKATA | Agencies

S

ujit Adhikari, a man suffering from depression
who jumped off the
eighth floor of the Institute of
Neurosciences in Kolkata on
Saturday morning, succumbed to his injuries at
around 8 pm here.
Earlier on Saturday morning, Adhikari slipped out of
the window of the hospital
room and sat on the cornice.
Desperate attempts by the
state fire service personnel
and disaster management
officials to rescue him failed
as finally he jumped off the
eighth floor.
A profusely bleeding
Adhikari was rushed to the
emergency division of the
hospital where he was operated upon. However, all the
efforts proved fruitless.
It is learnt that Adhikari's
wife died of cancer just a
month back and since then
he went into depression and

resorted to heavy alcohol
consumption. All his savings
was spent for the treatment
of his wife and he even had
to borrow money to continue
her treatment.
Adhikari himself was an
epileptic patient. He fell
down in the washroom of his
house on June 23 following
an epileptic attack after
which he was admitted to
the Institute of
Neurosciences. He was supposed to be discharged on
Saturday.
Meanwhile, there is confu-

sion over the exact time
when Adhikari slipped out of
the window and climbed on
to the cornice. While the
hospital authorities put the
time at 10 am, some eyewitnesses said that he was first
seen on the cornice at 8 am.
If the eyewitnesses are
correct, the question that
arises is why did it take two
hours for the fire services
personnel to reach the spot.
West Bengal Fire Minister
Sujit Basu said that a detailed
inquiry will be conducted
into the matter.

that was reported during the political crisis of 2020, when Pilot had
rebelled against the state leadership
under Gehlot.
Gehlot said, "The law is doing its
job and finally the notice has been
served to Shekhawat. What's wrong
with submitting voice samples?"
"You (Shekhawat) were the main
character in the plot to topple the
government and everyone knows
that you have been exposed. When
your voice came, the world knew
that the voice was yours. You conspired to topple the government
and now you are taking the name of
Sachin Pilot, saying that he made a
mistake. This becomes an official
proof that you were hand in glove
with him," Gehlot added.
The Chief Minister's remarks
once again triggered discussions in
the Congress, as he hinted that
Shekhawat was in collusion with
Pilot.
Many feel that Gehlot's remarks
will intensify the ongoing tussle
between the two camps led by the
Chief Minister and Pilot.

CHANDIGARH | Agencies

F

our days after the arrest
of Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer
Sanjay Popli in a corruption
case, the Vigilance Bureau on
Saturday recovered over 12
kg gold, 3 kg silver, four Apple
iPhones, one Samsung
phone and two Samsung
smart watches from storeroom of his house at Sector

11 in Chandigarh. The 12 kg
gold includes nine gold
bricks (each 1 kg), 49 gold
biscuits and 12 fold coins,
while 3 kg silver includes
three silver bricks (each 1 kg)
and 18 silver coins (each 10
gram).Popli was arrested on
June 20 for allegedly
demanding a one per cent
commission as a bribe of Rs 7
lakh for clearance of tenders
for laying of sewerage

pipeline at Nawanshahr. His
accomplice identified as
Sandeep Wats was also
arrested from Jalandhar. An
official spokesperson for the
Vigilance Bureau said based
on the statement of Popli, the
team of the Vigilance Bureau
conducted a raid at his residence and recovered the
gold, silver and mobile
phones concealed in his
house.

K'taka hospitals sealed for
throwing foetuses into gutter
BELAGAVI | Agencies

T

he Karnataka authorities
have cracked the shocking
case of dumping of 7 foetuses in a gutter in Mudalagi town of
Belagavi district. They have sealed
two hospitals after conducting
raids on Saturday.
The team headed by the District
Health Officer (DHO) Mahesh
Koni and Mudalagi police have
sealed Venkateshwara Maternity
hospital and Scanning Centre, and
Navajeevana hospital.
The investigations have revealed
that the foetuses were aborted
three years ago at the hospital.
Sources explain that Dr Veena
Kanakareddy, attached to
Venkateshwara Maternity hospital
has confessed to the crime.
She has told the authorities that
the foetuses were preserved in the
hospital in bottles. They were
handed over to the staff for dispos-

NATIONAL HERALD CASE: ED LIKELY TO ASK SONIA
SAME SET OF QUESTIONS AS POSED TO RAHUL
New Delhi: Interim
Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, who has
been summoned by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in
connection with the
National Herald case,
will be asked the same
set of questions which
were asked to Rahul
Gandhi during his fiveday questioning, ED
sources said.
Sonia Gandhi has
been asked to join the
probe in mid July by the ED. Her questioning, which
was scheduled on June 23, was postponed on health
grounds."We have to ask about her role in the deal
between Young India and Associated Journal Ltd
(AJL)," the sources said.
Earlier, Rahul Gandhi had said that late Motilal
Vora was looking after these affairs. Vora held 12 per
cent stake in Young India whereas Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi held 76 per cent stake.As per ED,
Gandhis were major beneficiaries in the whole deal.

al fearing raids by the authorities.
The staff had dumped the foetuses kept in bottles into the gutter
in the night of June 23. The incident came to light on June 24. The
authorities conducted raids on 6
hospitals following the incident.

The 7 foetuses that have been
found in bottles have been sent to
the Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) and the report is awaited.
After the incident came to light,
the people have been shell
shocked by the manner in which
foetuses were disposed off.
According to police, foetuses
were stuffed in 5 bottles and
thrown into the flowing gutter. The
public noticed the boxes floating
suspiciously in the gutter near
Mudalgi bus stand and informed
the police.
The police sources stated that it
is a prima facie case of gender
detection and foeticide.
All foetuses are 5 month old and
a case is lodged with the local
police station.
A special team has been formed
to investigate the matter. Once the
FSL report is obtained, the authorities are planning more raids on
hospitals.

Nupur Sharma again refuses to turn
up at police station in Kolkata
KOLKATA | Agencies

S

uspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma, on
Saturday, once again refused to adhere to
the summons from a police station in
Kolkata.
According to the summons issued by
Amherst Street police station under the north
and north suburban police station under
Kolkata Police, Sharma was supposed to be
present at said police station on Saturday
afternoon. However, a letter from Sharma
reached the Kolkata Police through email on
Saturday, where she has sought some more
time to appear as she apprehends security
threat if she comes to the city.
This is the second time that Sharma has
ignored the summons from the city police.
Earlier, she was sent a notice from the
Narkeldanga Police station under Kolkata
Police's eastern suburban division where she
was asked to be present at the said police station on June 20. However, at that time too, she
refused to turn up at the last moment citing
security reasons.

Soon after Sharma's controversial comments on Prophet Muhammad went viral,
there were severe tensions in a number of
minority - dominated pockets in West Bengal
districts like Howrah, Nadia and
Murshidabad. Clashes erupted between the
agitators and the police in which Domjur
Police station in Howrah district was attacked,
police vehicles were torched and several
police personnel were injured. Internet services were also suspended for a few days in a
number of pockets to arrest the spread of
rumours.

BABITA SARKAR TO USE HER COMPENSATION MONEY FOR CHARITY
B
KOLKATA| Agencies

abita Sarkar who will be
appointed as a higher secondary political science teacher in
place of the daughter of a state minister, will donate the compensation
money that she will receive for charitable work.
As per the court order, Sarkar will
receive the entire amount drawn as
salary by the minister's daughter,
Ankita Adhikari before she faced termination, as compensation. However,
Sarkar does not want to spend that
money for personal purposes since
she had not earned that against her
services to the school and instead use
the same for charitable work.
As per the Calcutta High Court
order, Ankita Adhikari, daughter of
West Bengal minister of state for education, Paresh Chandra Adhikari, is
supposed to pay back the entire
salary that she drew from the school
in Cooch Behar district in two instalments. Ankita has already made her
first instalment payment to the registrar of the Calcutta High Court
amounting to around Rs 8,00,000,
which is supposed to be credited to
Sarkar by next month.

Behar district because of the termination of the Ankita Adhikari.
Incidentally, Ankita completed her
education from the same school.
Meanwhile, the social media has
been flooded with praises about
Sarkar, where everyone is congratulating her for her fighting spirit. Those
praising her are claiming that she has
set an example on how to continue
with the struggle against injustice
without accepting that as the irony of
fate. The social media is also being
flooded with praises of Calcutta High
Court's judge, Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, who passed the order
on this count.

CHANGE OF DOB
Though keen to receive that
amount, Sarkar wants to spend the
money for charitable purposes. "The
amount that I will be receiving on this
count is not what I earned rendering
my service as a teacher. So, I do not
want to spend that money for any

personal purpose. Rather I wish to
spend the money on charitable or
social welfare work," Sarkar said.
As per the Calcutta High Court
order, Babita Sarkar will get the
appointment in the post vacated in
India Girls' High School in Cooch
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Enhanced rainfall likely over NW & Central India from Monday: IMD
T

 UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A TROUGH FROM
WEST RAJASTHAN & NEIGHBOURHOOD TO
GANGETIC WEST BENGAL IN LOWER LEVELS,
FAIRLY WIDESPREAD RAINFALL WITH THUNDERSTORM/LIGHTNING IS EXPECTED OVER
CHHATTISGARH, VIDARBHA; ISOLATED TO
SCATTERED RAINFALL IS LIKELY OVER
MADHYA PRADESH DURING NEXT FIVE DAYS,
AND ISOLATED HEAVY RAINFALL IS LIKELY
OVER CHHATTISGARH TILL JUNE 29;
VIDARBHA DURING JUNE 26-29 AND OVER
EAST MADHYA PRADESH DURING JUNE 27-29.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Northwest India,
which is again reeling
under hot conditions
after a brief spell of premonsoon showers, is
likely to experience an enhanced
rainfall from Monday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Saturday.
Similar enhanced rainfall activity is on the cards for Central India
as well, it added.
Under the influence of lower
level easterlies, scattered to fairly
widespread light/moderate rain-

EKNATH SHINDE MET DEVENDRA FADNAVIS IN GUJARAT ON FRIDAY NIGHT

THE COOKING SMELLS
Home Minister Amit Shah was also in Vadodara Friday night, people with direct knowledge
of the matter said. Shinde came to Vadodara on a special flight from Assam's Guwahati last
night, sources said. After talks with Fadnavis, who was the Maharashtra Chief Minister until
the Sena's Uddhav Thackeray took over in 2019, Shinde returned to Guwahati.

MUMBAI POLICE ENFORCES
PROHIBITORY ORDERS

 The Sena's play appears to be
to go for disqualifying the 16
rebels and discouraging the
rest from facing elections,
hence forcing them to return
from Assam, where the BJP's
north-east election strategist
Himanta Biswa Sarma is the
Chief Minister and whose close
aides have been taking care of
logistics in the hotel where the
MLAs are staying.
 If Shinde's faction wants to
take over the Sena from
Thackeray, it will need to
approach the Election
Commission and wrest control
of the party symbol. Team
Thackeray has said the party's
constitution won't allow this
and they still have the support
of grassroots leaders and the
cadre.

WHO IS PAYING FLIGHTS, HOTEL BILLS: NCP

Team Absolute|Guwahati
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hiv Sena rebel MLA Eknath
Shinde and the BJP's
Devendra Fadnavis met in
Gujarat's Vadodara Friday
night to discuss possible government formation in Maharashtra,
sources have said.
Among them, 16 MLAs including
Shinde - who Team Thackeray has
pointed out as the ringleader of the
rebellion - face disqualification notice
from the Maharashtra Deputy
Speaker, who asked them to respond
by Monday evening and be present in

ACTIVIST TEESTA,
EX-GUJ DGP
ARRESTED FOR
FORGERY AND
CONSPIRACY
Ahmedabad: Ahmedabad
Crime Branch after registering
a case against former DIG
Sanjiv Bhatt, former DGP R.B.
Sreekumar and human rights
activist Teesta Setalvad, have
arrested Sreekumar from
Gandhinagar, Teesta from
Mumbai and Sanjiv Bhatt,
who is right now in Palanpur
jail, will be brought under
transfer warrant.
Ahmedabad Detection
Crime Branch Police
Inspector D.B. Barad has registered the case against all the
three for the offence under
the Indian Penal Code for forgery with intention to cheat,
fraudulently or dishonestly
use forged documents as genuine, give fabricating, false
evidence with intent to procure conviction of capital
offence, falsely charge any
person with having committed an offence, and Public servant framing incorrect
records. Teesta Setalvad and
others had conspired to abuse
the process of law by fabricating false evidence to make
several persons to be convicted for an offence that is punishable with capital punishment.

Mumbai: With the ongoing political crisis in Maharashtra worsening, the ruling ally Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) on Saturday
demanded to know who is picking up the flights and hotels bills of
the rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, currently camping in Guwahati. NCP
chief spokesperson Mahesh Tapase has called upon the Income
Tax Department and Enforcement Directorate to probe the source
of what he terms as 'black money'. His party colleague Clyde
Crasto pointed out how the Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma is saying the Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party "is supporting (rebel Shiv Sena MLAs) in Maharashtra". "Therefore, is
this statement an answer to the following questions? Who took
the MLAs to Surat? Who flew them to Assam? Who is paying their
hotel bills in Guwahati?" questioned Crasto.
Mumbai.
Shinde and the rebels want to ally
with their former partner, BJP, again
and claim they have the numbers to
form government. The rebels have

already announced a new faction
called "Shiv Sena Balasaheb", to
mean the ideal Shiv Sena as envisaged by Bal Thackeray, the party's
founder and father of Chief Minister

Mumbai: As the Maharashtra
political crisis appeared to worsen
with the revolt in the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi major Shiv Sena not
abating, the Mumbai Police has
strictly enforced prohibitory
orders in the country's commercial capital to ward off any untoward incidents. The orders issued
on June 3 - ahead of the biennial
elections to Rajya Sabha and
Maharashtra Legislative Council have been extended till July 10,
under Criminal Procedure Code's
Section 144, and are being implemented in full force.
After a review conducted by Police
Commissioner Sanjay Pandey, the
police have banned the assembly
of 5 or more persons, and
enhanced security at the offices
and residences of ministers, various elected representatives and
top MVA leaders. The move follows incidents of violence reported in cities in the past couple of
days, by alleged Shiv Sainiks,
protesting at their local MLAs joining the rebels group led by
Minister Eknath Shinde.

Uddhav Thackeray.
But the Maha Vikas Aghadi, or
MVA, alliance of the Sena, Nationalist
Congress Party and the Congress
have told the rebels to return for a
floor test.

Odisha minister, MLA pay Rs 1,000
fine for riding bike sans helmets
Bhubaneswar|Agencies

Media has right to report
FIRs, court cases, without
attracting libel: Bombay HC
Nagpur|Agencies

I

n a significant judgement,
the Bombay High Court
has upheld the rights of
the media to report registration of first information
reports (FIRs) with the police
and cases filed in the courts
without attracting defamation proceedings.
Stressing the freedom of
the press and the importance
of the information disseminated by the media, Justice
Vinay Joshi, of the court's
Nagpur bench, quashed a
defamation case filed in 2018
against Lokmat Media Pvt
Ltd Charman Vijay Darda
and Editor-in-Chief Rajendra
Darda, who were represented
by lawyer Firdos Mirza.
The ruling came on the
libel suit filed by Ravindra G.
Gupta of Yavatmal - represented by lawyer Nitin
Lambat - who felt aggrieved
by a report published in the

 Those who reported worsened or new-onset
headaches suffered from
headaches an average of 8-9
times per month.
 Over half of children within
this group (43 per cent)
used pain-killers at least
once a month compared to a
third (33 per cent) in the
stable group.

offence of defamation, the
dual requirement is to be met
that the publication must be
an imputation, and secondly,
there must be an intention to
harm the reputation of the
person," Justice Joshi said.
The judge also highlighted
the power of the press to
impress upon the minds of
people and hence it was
essential that good care is
taken by the person responsible for publishing anything in
the newspaper.

DCGI panel approves Covovax
EUA for 7-11 age group: Source
Team Absolute|New Delhi

D

rugs Controller General of (DCGI)
India on Friday recommended
Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA)
for Serum Institute of India's Covovax vaccine for children aged 7-11, a source on
Friday. "The Subject Expert Committee of
Drugs Controller General Of India has recommended Serum Institute of India's (SII)
vaccine Covovax for children in the age
group of 7-11 years," said the source.

The expert panel recommendation has
been sent to the DCGI for final approval.
However, DGCI will review the recommendation before nodding for final
approval. The expert panel in its last meeting in April had sought more information
from Serum Institute over the application,
as per the source. India's drug regulator had
approved Covovax for restricted use in
emergency situations in adults on
December 28, 2021, and in the 12-17 age
group with certain conditions on March 9.

TWO AAP MLAS GET EXTORTION CALLS, POLICE LODGE FIR
Team Absolute|New Delhi

1,000 as fine.Meanwhile, during the inspection at Mahavir Nodal School in Balasore,
state School and Mass Education Minister
Dash found that the Class 3 students were
unable to recite the table of three.

wo Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) legislators have received extortion
calls from gangsters following
which the Delhi Police have lodged an
FIR and taken up investigation.
The first call was received by Burari
MLA Sanjeev Jha on June 20 from an
unknown number.
"When I informed the caller that I
was in the middle of a meeting, I was
sent an audio recording of the threat. I
have been receiving these audio
recordings, phone calls and messages
constantly throughout the day since
then, demanding protection money,"
Jha said.
The second legislator to receive

similar extortion calls is Ambedkar
Nagar MLA Ajay Dutt. He said that the
accused introduced himself as Vicky
Cobra.

ONLINE CLASSES DURING COVID TRIGGERED HEADACHE IN KIDS
 Over one-third of school
children who received
online lessons during the
Covid-19 pandemic reported
worsening headache symptoms or new-onset
headaches, says a new
study.

Lokmat's May 20, 2016 edition, contending it was a false
and frivolous news item in
connivance with the coaccused with the sole intention of humiliating him and
lowering his esteem in society. "There is no material to
show that the applicants
(Dardas) were somehow concerned with the publication
of the defamatory news
item," said Justice Joshi in his
judgement delivered on June
20. "In order to constitute the

T

O

disha minister Samir Ranjan Dash
and Balasore MLA Swaroop Das were
fined for violating traffic norms on
Saturday.A video of the incident in Balasore
has gone viral on social media in which Das
could be seen riding the bike with the minister as pillion, both not wearing helmets.
The motorcycle owner, who is a friend of
Das, received an e-challan through SMS
from the traffic police.
"In the morning we were in a hurry to
make a surprise visit to some schools. No
four-wheelers were available at that time so
we went on a motorcycle. Mid-way we
realised that we did not wear helmets," said
Das.Soon after the visit, the MLA said he
went to the traffic police station and paid Rs

fall with isolated thunderstorm &
lightning are on the cards over
Uttarakhand & East Uttar Pradesh
from Sunday till June 29; over
Himachal Pradesh & West Uttar
Pradesh on June 28 & 29.
Also, isolated heavy rainfall is
likely over Uttarakhand during
June 27-29; over East Uttar
Pradesh on June 28 & 29 and over
Himachal Pradesh on the 29th.
Meanwhile, in continuation of
the already heavy rainfall the
region is receiving, an intense
spell of rainfall is very likely to
continue along the west coast during next five days.

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he study, presented at the
European Academy of
Neurology (EAN) Congress
2022, indicated that prolonged exposure to computer screens, a lack of
suitable conditions for online learning
from home, school exams and anxieties about Covid-19 were all found to
be risk factors for the worsening of
headache symptoms or triggering
new-onset headaches.
"Although earlier studies reported
that young people were having lesser
headaches due to the closure of
schools in the early weeks and
months of Covid-19, this longer-term

study has found that stresses and
pressures of the pandemic eventually
took their toll," said lead researcher
Ayse Nur Ozdag Acarli from Ermenek
State Hospital in Karaman, Turkey.
For the study, the team analysed
851 adolescents aged between 10 and

18, with 756 (89 per cent) of children
reporting headaches over the study
period. Among these children, 10 per
cent reported new-onset headaches
over the pandemic home-schooling
period. Over a quarter (27 per cent) of
children said their headaches had
worsened, 61 per cent said their
headaches had remained stable and 3
per cent said their headaches had
improved.
The study found that headaches
had a big impact on mental health
and school achievements. Depression
and anxiety scores, including anxiety
about catching Covid-19, were significantly higher in the worsened and
new-onset headache groups.

Meanwhile, AAP's Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh trained guns at Union
Home Minister Amit Shah over the
issue.

Biden signs first gun
reforms law in decades
Washington|Agencies

U

S President Joe Biden
on Saturday signed
into law a legislation
that makes modest changes
in the gun laws of the country
but marks a significant step
on reforms in decades.
Passed by the US Senate
on Thursday and the House
of Representatives on Friday,
it expands background
checks for prospective buyers
between 18 and 21 both the
Buffalo and Uvalde shooters

were 18, includes abusive
dating partners in the list of
those who could be prevented from buying guns, and,
finally, it seeks to incentivise
states to introduce red-flag
laws that would allows law
enforcement or relatives to
prevent guns from falling in
the hands of people who
could harm either themselves or others.
The bill also seeks to pump
in $15 billion into school
safety and mental health
care.
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Maharashtra Political Crisis:

THACKERAY SNAPS AT REBELS: 'USE YOUR
FATHER'S NAME, NOT MY DAD'S, TO WIN POLLS'

WILL SET UP A SEPARATE BLOCK OF SHIV SENA,
NOT MERGING WITH ANY PARTY: REBEL MLA

Shiv Sena President and Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday
launched a scathing attack on purported attempts by the rebel group
to christen itself after the party founder-patriarch, the late Balasaheb
Thackeray.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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hiv Sena President and Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray on
Saturday launched a scathing
attack on purported attempts by the
rebel group to christen itself after the
party founder-patriarch, the late
Balasaheb Thackeray.
"Don't invoke my Dad's name, use
your father's name, to win the elections," said a livid Thackeray, presiding over a meeting of the Shiv Sena's
national executive here this afternoon.
His strong reaction came in
response to unverified reports that
the rebels led by Minister Eknath
Sambhaji Shinde - currently camping
in Guwahati - had allegedly decided
to rename itself as "Shiv SenaBalasaheb Thackeray Group".
As a row built up with angst among
Shiv Sainiks in Maharashtra, the

rebels quickly backtracked and
claimed that they are the "real Shiv
Sena". Thackeray also said that the
party will write to the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to ensure
that the name of Shiv Sena or
Balasaheb Thackeray is not misused
by unauthorised persons or groups of

Shinde Camp Hints at Legal Route
as 16 Face Disqualification
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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s the political stalemate
in Maharashtra continues, the Shiv Sena,
Maharashtra Deputy Speaker
Narhari Zirwal issued disqualification notices to 16
rebel MLA's of the party,
including Eknath Shinde. All
16 MLAs are expected to file
replies by Monday, 27 June.
Meanwhile, rebel leader
Deepak Kesarkar called the
disqualification notices
invalid, as the rebel group
has 2/3rd majority and said
that whips are to be issued
for Assembly purposes and
not for private meetings.
Kesarkar also said that the
MLAs feel "unsafe" to return
to the state in the wake of the
attacks on offices of rebel
leaders and urged CM
Thackeray to maintain law
and order.

The briefing came after the
executive meet led by
Uddhav Thackeray passed a
resolution to stop the Eknath
Shinde camp from using the
party's or Balasaheb
Thackeray's name.
The group led by Shinde
decided to call itself 'Shiv
Sena Balasaheb', Kesarkar
had earlier announced.
Meanwhile, as several Shiv
Sena workers attacked offices
of rebel leaders in several
parts of the state, the
Mumbai police till 10 July
imposed Section 144 of the
CrPc in the city that prohibits
the gathering of more than
four people, hours after issuing a high alert.
The Thane District
Administration had earlier
banned political gatherings
till 30 June and also imposed
Section 144 of CrPC in Thane
city.

such "turncoats" for their political
interests, failing which they would
face legal action.
The angry response came a day
after the CM dared the rebels to win
the elections "without using the name
of Shiv Sena or Balasaheb Thackeray"
while addressing a meeting of the

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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xasperated Shiv Sena rebel
MLAs have alleged that the
security cover of around 16 legislators - currently camping in
Guwahati - has been abruptly withdrawn, terming it as an illegal move
arising out of vendetta.
The affected rebels have also
expressed fear that a situation akin to
Punjab where the security of several
high profile persons was withdrawn
by their state government, resulting
in their being targeted by the mafia
in that state, without naming, refer-

 AMID RISING POLITICAL TENSION,
MUMBAI POLICE ON SATURDAY
IMPOSED SECTION 144 IN THE CITY
TILL JULY 10. MEANWHILE, THE
DEPUTY SPEAKER OF
MAHARASHTRA ASSEMBLY HAS
ISSUED A DISQUALIFICATION NOTICE
TO 16 REBEL SHIV SENA MLAS OF
THE EKNATH SHINDE CAMP WHO
ARE CURRENTLY CAMPING IN
GUWAHATI.

Maha crisis: Congress rules out possibility of Prez rule
The Maharashtra Congress on Saturday ruled
out the possibility of President's Rule in the
state currently in the grip of a major political
crisis that has shaken the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi government.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra Congress on Saturday ruled
out the possibility of President's Rule in the
state currently in the grip of a major political
crisis that has shaken the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi government.
"There is no reason presently to impose
President's Rule in the state. The MVA experiment is going to be a success," said Congress
Legislative Party Leader and Minister Balasaheb
Thorat after a meeting of the state party's top
leadership.
He added that a legal team from New Delhi which had finalised the formation of the MVA

MAHA CRISIS: EDGY SENA REBELS FEAR A 'MOOSEWALA TYPE' FATE
Exasperated Shiv Sena rebel
MLAs have alleged that the
security cover of around 16
legislators - currently camping in Guwahati - has been
abruptly withdrawn, terming
it as an illegal move arising
out of vendetta.

party's district chiefs on Friday.
Bouncing back to his aggressive
mode on the fifth day of the political
crisis plaguing the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government, Thackeray challenged the rebels "to show courage
and face the electorate and the people" without uttering the names of
Shiv Sena or the party founder, the
late Balasaheb Thackeray.
Calling Shinde a "traitor", the Sena
Tiger recalled how he did a lot for
him (Shinde), yet he was hurling a
series of baseless allegations against
the Sena and Thackeray.
"I did everything possible for
Shinde.... I allotted him the Urban
Development portfolio which I handled. His son (Dr Shrikant Shinde) is
a two-time MP and now they are
commenting on my son (Minister
Aditya Thackeray), and levelling
many allegations even against me,"
said Thackeray.

ring to the May 29 killing of rap
singer Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu alias
'Moosewala'.
The rebels' group has shot off a letter to Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
leaders like Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil, Director-General of
Police Rajnish Seth and all police
commissioners in the state.
Responding to it, Walse-Patil dismissed the rebels' accusation asserting how "nobody's security cover has
been withdrawn" and said instructions have been issued to provide
security to the family members as
needed.
In the letter, the rebels have
claimed that "this sinister move is
another attempt to break our resolve
and arm twist us to give into the
demands of the MVA government
comprising of NCP and INC goons".
They contended that the reason to
give security is (due) to a threat and
not which side of politics they are on,

and pointed out that it was because
of these unspecified threats they
were forced to leave Maharashtra,
and the MVA's alleged actions have
further compounded the situation.
The rebels have also charged the
MVA leaders are allegedly instigating
the cadres of their respective parties
to indulge in violence against the
breakaway MLAs, and accused Sena
MP Sanjay Raut of statements that
incited the activists.
Demanding immediate reinstatement of their security detail, the
rebel MLAs warned that in case of
any harm befell their families, then
MVA leaders like CM Thackeray,
Minister Aaditya Thackeray, Chief
Spokesperson Raut and NCP
President Sharad Pawar "will be
responsible for the same".
Meanwhile, there are reports of
attacks on the homes or offices of
some rebel Sena MLAs allegedly by
Sainiks and police security has been
beefed up.

alliance 30 months ago - is keeping close tabs on
the political situation unfolding here and is prepared to counter it as needed.
"Presently, the MVA government is functional
and a battle is ongoing pertaining to
Constitutional and legal procedures. The Chief
Minister (Uddhav Thackeray) will take a decision
on what is to be done with the rebel ministers
and legislators," said Thorat.Congress President
Nana Patole has reiterated that the Bharatiya
Janata Party at the Centre is misusing central
investigative agencies to destabilise and topple
the MVA government, but their intentions will fall
flat as the 3-party alliance is fully united and firmly behind the CM.
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ebel Shiv Sena MLA
Deepak Kesarkar, while
speaking on behalf of the
rebel MLAs led by Eknath
Shinde, said that the MLAs are
still a part of the Shiv Sena and
would be setting up a separate
block of the party. "We are not
going to merge with anyone.
We will be setting up a separate
block of the party. I have always
told the CM that the Sena
needs to be with the BJP. The
synergy between a BJP Prime
Minister and the state CM is
important for the development
of the state."
Referring to incidents of
attacks on offices and residences of rebel MLAs in
Maharashtra, he added, "We
also want to tell the CM to fulfil
his constitutional responsibility
and ensure that the violence is.
We do not feel safe to return as
no action is being taken against
the perpetrators." Meanwhile,
the Deputy Speaker of
Maharashtra Assembly has
issued a disqualification notice
to 16 rebel Shiv Sena MLAs of
the Eknath Shinde camp who
are currently camping in
Guwahati. They have been
given time till June 27 to file
their written replies. The
national executive of the Shiv
Sena, a meeting of which was
chaired by CM Uddhav
Thackeray on Saturday afternoon, passed a resolution stating that no one would be
allowed to use the name of the
party or Balasaheb Thackeray
to form a new group. This came
after Shiv Sena leader Eknath
Shinde, who is leading a revolt
against CM Uddhav Thackeray,
decided to name his faction
"Shiv Sena Balasaheb."

Raut slams BJP leaders amid Maharashtra crisis
Maharashtra news: Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut on Saturday
tweeted a quote from Rudyard
Kipling that warns people
against 'overconcern for money,
or position or glory' - a jab at the
rebels.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

hiv Sena strongman Sanjay Raut on
Saturday ripped into the Bharatiya
Janata Party - which the Sena, the
Congress and the Nationalist Congress
Party accuse of engineering Eknath
Shinde's revolt - demanding its leaders
'stop bleating like a goat.' Raut also warned
the rebels stashed in a luxury hotel in BJPruled Assam - that 'the people's patience is
wearing thin.'
"Outside Maharashtra, you are eagles.

S

But the people's patience is wearing thin.
Right now Shiv Sainiks have not come out
on the streets. If they do, the streets will be
on fire," a combative Raut said, responding
to statements by rebel MLAs about chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray and the ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi.
To BJP leaders hinting at a floor test to
force the Sena's hand, he said: "Stop bleating like a goat. During our meeting last
night (with NCP chief Sharad Pawar) we
received a call from 10 rebel MLAs... "
"Come to the floor of the House, and we
will know who is stronger."
Raut also warned rivals - BJP and rebel
MLAs led by Shinde - his party could not be
broken 'with money' - a reference to claims
the BJP has paid off the rebels.
"The party is very big and cannot be
hijacked with such ease. It's been made
with our blood. Many sacrificed... No one
can break it with money," he warned.
Raut's warning came after he tweeted a

Rudyard Kipling quote: "Beware of overconcern for money, or position or glory.
Someday you will meet a man who cares
for none of these things. Then you will
know how poor you are."
The crisis in Maharashtra - which erupted four days ago after a group of Sena
MLAs fled to Surat in BJP-ruled Gujarat has shown no signs of resolution yet.
Thackeray also underlined his offer from
earlier this week - to quit as chief minister
so long as the rebels meet him face-to-face
in Mumbai.Shinde responded this morning
by writing to the chief minister to condemn
the 'malicious withdrawal of security' for
rebel MLA's families.
Raut hit back immediately, saying, You
are an MLA, so security has been provided
to you. Your family members can't be provided with the same."On Friday a tearyeyed chief minister Uddhav Thackeray
called the rebels 'backstabbers' and
accused the BJP of instigating the revolt.

IANS-CVoter National Mood Tracker: Thackeray or Shinde; Maha crisis: Desperate Shiv Sena
and rebels prepare for a long-haul
Public opinion divided on who heads the real Shiv Sena
Team Absolute|Mumbai

 THE POLITICAL
UPHEAVAL IN
MAHARASHTRA CONTINUES AS THE NUMBER AND STRENGTH
OF THE REBEL CAMP
OF SHIV SENA LED BY
EKNATH SHINDE
GREW STRONGER.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he political upheaval in
Maharashtra continues as the
number and strength of the
rebel camp of Shiv Sena led by
Eknath Shinde grew stronger.
Shinde on Friday claimed that he
has support of over 50 MLAs and
released a video of 42 legislators posing for the camera. Most of the legislators in the video are from Shiv Sena
and currently camped in Guwahati.
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
struggling to dodge the political crisis

and save Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, has asked
for disqualification of
several rebel MLAs of
Shiv Sena.
On Wednesday,
Thackeray had made
an emotional appeal
to the rebel MLAs in
his address to the state. Senior Shiv
Sena leader and party spokesperson
Sanjay Raut even suggested that
party will consider breaking away
from the MVA alliance if all the rebel
MLAs say so. Meanwhile, the
alliance partners of MVA, the
Congress and Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), have assured support to
Thackeray till the last moment in the
current political crisis. The MVA government is headed by Shiv Sena having 55 MLAs. NCP with 53 legislators
and the Congress party having 44
MLAs are the alliance partners in the
state government. Maharashtra legislative Assembly has a strength of
288 members.Amidst the political
drama in Maharashtra, CVoter-

IndiaTracker conducted a countrywide survey for IANS to know
people's opinion about
the revolt in Shiv Sena
and leadership crisis in
the party.The survey
revealed that Uddhav
Thackeray's image as
undisputed leader of
Shiv Sena has been dented in people's views after Shinde's raising the
flag of revolt against the heir of
Balasaheb Thackery, the founder of
the party. During the survey, people
were divided in their views on who
among Uddhav Thackeray and
Shinde is heading the real Shiv Sena.
According to the survey data,
while 53 per cent respondents
believed that Uddhav Thackeray
continues to be the chief of real Shiv
Sena, 47 per cent opined that leadership of the real Shiv Sena has now
gone in the hands of Shinde.
Predictably, political polarisation
was evident in the views of NDA and
opposition supporters on the
issue.As per the survey data, while 61

per cent opposition voters asserted
that Uddhav Thackeray continues to
be the boss of the real Shiv Sena,
almost 58 per cent NDA voters said
that Shinde is the new head of the
party. The survey highlighted differences in the opinion of different
social groups about the leadership of
Shiv Sena in the wake of rebellion in
the party. According to the survey
data, while majority of Scheduled
Castes (SC), 67 per cent, and 73 per
cent Muslim respondents said that
Uddhav Thackeray is still the undisputed supremo of the real Shiv Sena,
majority of Upper Caste Hindus
(UCH), 60 per cent, believe that
Shinde has snatched the leadership.During the survey, views of
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Other
Backward Classes (OBC) communities were divided on the issue.As per
the survey data, while 50 per cent of
ST respondents said Uddhav
Thackeray continues to be head of
the party, 50 per cent voters from the
community opined that Shinde has
replaced him and has taken over the
reins.

A

s pressures grew on the
Shiv Sena and the rebel
faction, both sides
appeared set for a long-haul
with legislative procedures
and a possible legal battle
likely to enter the play on day
five of the Maharashtra political crisis here on Saturday.
Amid the mounting
crunch, the rebel group
leader Minister Eknath
Shinde has reportedly told his
supporters in Guwahati that a
new government will be
installed in 96 hours and
urged patience.
In Mumbai, Sena Chief
Spokesperson and MP Sanjay
Raut on Saturday renewed his
appeal to the mutineers saying "its still not too late, come
back for talks."
Raut said the Sena workers
are getting restless and asking
"what do we do" and
expressed apprehensions that
the situation may go out of
control if the activists flare up,

urging the rebels to return for
negotiations.
Gripped by uncertainties
plaguing the fate of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government of Sena-Nationalist
Congress Party-Congress,
stray incidents of violence
from different parts of the
state were reported on the
homes and offices of some
revolters by alleged Sainiks.
The Shinde group late on
Friday night accused the
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray of yanking off the
security provided to the
homes and families and
offices of some of the MLAs
on their side. In a letter to the
Chief Minister, Home
Minister Dilip Walse-Patil,
Director-General of Police
Rajnish Seth and all police
commissioners in the state,
released on Saturday morning, Shinde complained of
"malicious withdrawal of
security of family members of
at least 16 MLAs on his side.
In response, Walse-Patil

stoutly denied Shinde's allegations as false and misleading and asserted that
nobody's security was withdrawn.
Both the Sena and the
rebels await the stance of the
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) which has officially shrugged, claiming it is not
interested in toppling the
(MVA) government but cannot help if it crashes owing to
internal contradictions.
Nevertheless, the SenaNCP-Congress have pointed
accusing fingers at the BJP for
fomenting the crisis and making all efforts to dislodge the
MVA since the past 30
months. Presently, the Shinde
camp has claimed the support of around 40 rebel MLAs
plus a dozen independents,
smaller parties and at least
two Sena MPs. The Sena side
is left with around 17 MLAs
and top party leaders claim
"more than half the rebels in
Guwahati are in touch" with
them.
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Continuous efforts should be made to FIRST PHASE VOTING ENDED AMIDST VIOLENCE,
widen the tax base in the state : CM NEGLIGENCE, LUCK IMPRISONED IN BALLOT BOXES
MP PANCHAYAT ELECTION 2022

 CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan congratulated for achieving
more revenue than
the target
 Motivate people
constantly to
deposit revenue
amounts and various taxes
 CM gave instructions in the review
meeting of revenue
generating departments

 According to the information received till 6 pm in the
first phase of the three-tier
Panchayat General Election2022, polling was completed in all 115 development
blocks. Overall turnout was
67 percent. Of these, 69 percent are women, 65 percent
are men and 4.40 percent
are other voters.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has congratulated the
officers of the departments related
to revenue earning for achieving more
revenue than the target. Chouhan said
that it is only as a result of improvement
in the system, use of technology and
continuous motivation of people to
deposit the amount of revenue and
taxes, that more than the target revenue
receipts have become possible in the
state. We have to make continuous
efforts to widen the tax base in the state.
Along with this, efforts to improve the
existing gaps in the system continued.
Operation of development activities and
implementation of public welfare
schemes in the state depend to a large
extent on the amount received from various taxes and revenue. Therefore, we
have to continuously motivate people to
deposit revenue amounts and various
taxes.
Chief Minister Chouhan was addressing a review meeting of revenue earning
departments at his residence office on

C

Saturday. Chief Secretary Iqbal Singh
Bains, ACS Finance Manoj Govil,
Principal Secretary Revenue Manish
Rastogi and Principal Secretary
Commercial Tax Deepali Rastogi were
present. Water Resources Minister
Tulsiram Silavat participated virtually in
the meeting. Officials of the concerned
departments also attended the meeting
virtually.
Chouhan said that the officers and
employees engaged in the collection of
taxes should work with honesty and sensitivity. It should be ensured that no one
is harassed in the name of tax collection.
In cases of non-payment of tax by mistake or omission or depositing less
amount, the arrears should be deposited
by adopting a cooperative and guiding
approach. Where there is need and the
intention is wrong, strict action must be
taken. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan
approved the proposal for re-implementation of Samadhan Yojana for recovery
of old dues of mineral revenue. Chief
Minister said that the process of charging water rate for irrigation should be
implemented effectively.

The details of receipts from VAT, GST,
Excise, Mineral, Transport, Energy,
Forest, Revenue, Public Asset
Management and Irrigation were presented in the meeting. It was informed
that 7 percent more achievements have
been made against the target set for the
months of April and May.
Enforcement proceedings have benefited from greater use of data analysis. In
the cases of scrutiny also, notices were
issued to more people, as a result of
which the deposit amount has
increased. In cases of GST also, action
was taken by identifying the deficiencies
on the basis of data analytics and
returns. Eligible persons who have not
filed returns are being identified and
motivated to file returns through messaging etc.
It was informed that the vehicle portal
is effective in cases of evasion of motor
vehicle tax. Also, as a result of improvement in the system and procedures in
the Revenue Department, there has
been an increase in the receipts of realization of ground rent for diversion and
premium of Nazul pattas.

CM plants Banyan, Neem
and Karanj saplings
 Shobha Devi
Samajik Seva
Samiti that adopts
orphaned daughters also planted
saplings
Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted Banyan, Neem and Karanj
saplings along with the representatives of Shobha Devi
Samajik Seva Samiti. CM Shri
Chouhan appreciated the
Samiti for adopting orphan
daughters and bringing them
up. Former MLA Ranveer
Singh Rawat and Samiti
members Tripti, Prashant
Mishra, Sandeep Satya and
Prakash Samadhiya also participated in plantation.
The Samiti adopts such
daughters whose parents are
no more in this world. 67
such daughters are being
looked after by the Samiti. So

CM CONGRATULATES PLAYERS IN ADVANCE FOR
THEIR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN RANJI TROPHY
Bhopal : Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has given
advance congratulations and best wishes for the excellent performance of Madhya Pradesh team in the final of Ranji Trophy
cricket being played in Bangalore. Chouhan has said that the
team of Madhya Pradesh is on the verge of victory for the first
time. I am sure the team will return with Ranji Trophy. He said
that three players of our team have scored centuries. I congratulate all the players. Chouhan tweeted that the entire state is
excited and proud of the excellent performance of Madhya
Pradesh cricket team in the Ranji Trophy final match. The
team has got an opportunity to create a new history due to the
hard work of the players. Congratulations to Yash Dubey,
Shubham Sharma and Rajat Patidar for scoring centuries and
Gaurav Yadav and Anubhav Agarwal for their excellent bowling. The Chief Minister said that the players have won the
hearts of Madhya Pradesh and the country with their excellent
performance. aChouhan in his tweet message said that I am
not able to watch Ranji Trophy final match due to my responsibilities, but your excellent performance has increased my
curiosity. Today is your chance to write history. The whole of
Madhya Pradesh is with me praying and waiting for your victory. Wishing you all the best for victory.

Labourer unearths diamond
worth Rs 10 lakh in Panna mine
Panna : A labourer has found a 3.15-carat diamond during
digging work in a mine in Madhya Pradesh's Panna district, an
official said on Saturday. According to local experts, the precious stone may fetch around Rs 10-12 lakh in auction. The
labourer, Surendrapal Lodhi, is hopeful that the amount
earned will reduce his financial hardships and take care of his
children's education. Lodhi found the 3.15-carat gem in a
leased mine of Krishna Kalyanpur and deposited it on Friday,
Anupam Singh, an official of the Panna diamond office, said
The deposited diamond will be put up for the auction, which
is organised at regular intervals. After deducting the government royalty from the auctioned amount, the rest will be paid
to the labourer, the official said.
Lodhi said he is ecstatic about finding the precious stone
after nine months of hard work.
Lodhi used to work as a migrant labourer, but decided to try
his luck in the diamond mines after seeing the success of others. The Panna district, located in Bundelkhand region, is estimated to have diamond reserves of 12 lakh carats.

out the incident of gratuitous firing. In
which many people survived. The hunt
is on for the perpetrators of the crime
with the intention to influence the elections. Some suspects have also been
taken into custody by the police.
In Datia's Barodi village, there was a
lot of uproar during the voting. Here in
Rajpur Panchayat, some miscreants
looted the ballot box, then ransacked it
and filled it with water. There are reports
of 15-20 air fires here too, but official
confirmation could not be made. The
police started investigating to find out
which party or candidate who created
the riot is a supporter.
The inhuman face of the police came
to the fore in Keolari Panchayat of
Patharia district in Damoh district. A
Divyang Makhan Ahirwar voter, who
came here to vote, accused Police Sub
Inspector Indraj Chaudhary of indecency. He said that the police pushed him
away from the polling booth. In Sheopur
district, two polling personnel were
killed. During the duty, a snake bitten

Woman Denied Health Care Gives
Birth in Moving Vehicle, Loses Baby

Team Absolute |Chhatarpur

the saplings planted today,
banyan has religious significance. According to
Ayurveda, the treatment of
many diseases is possible
from the banyan
tree. Abounding in antibiotic
elements, neem is known as
the supreme medicine.
Karanj sapling is considered
important in Ayurvedic medicine. It is also used in religious works.
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ISSUES NOTICE

 The incident took
place on
Thursday morning when the
woman in labour
turned up at
Naugaon community health centre
far marriages of 24 daughters
have been conducted. The
Samiti assists with the adoption and upbringing of the
girl child. Along with this,
training related to beauty
parlour, sewing-embroidery,
computer is also provided for
the sustenance, education
and livelihood of the daughters. Divyangs, destitute, poor
elderly people are also supported by the Samiti. Among

he first phase of polling Panchayat
elections in the state has been
completed. In some places, voting
took place amid violence, sabotage,
departmental negligence and disorder.
In many places in Bhind, Morena, Datia
of Chambal, elections were affected by
violence, then due to negligence, a situation of uproar was created in
Chhindwara, Agar-Malwa districts due
to change of election symbol on ballot
paper. In Satna, a voter was killed due to
a fall in the drink, while an employee
doing election duty in Sheopur was bitten by a snake.
Once again the voting of the 'village
government' elected at the local level
was met with uproar, beatings, disturbances. Such a picture started coming
from Chambal division, which is infamous for electoral violence. Shortly after
the polling began at 7 am, miscreants
pelted stones at polling booth number
148, 149 in Bhind. This created a stampede among the voters. Later, somehow
the police force took the lead and the situation became normal. The nuisance
had stopped here that outside the
polling station 29/30 of Lapwah village
of another Lahar police station area in
the same district, the miscreants carried

he Madhya Pradesh
Human Right
Commission (MPHRC)
has issued notices to the collector and the chief medical
and health officer (CMHO) of
Chhatarpur district after a
poor woman lost her newborn baby, as she was
allegedly denied care at a
government-run health centre, an official said on
Saturday.

T

The incident took place on
Thursday morning, when the
woman in labour turned up
at Naugaon community
health centre, 23 km from the
Chhatarpur district headquarters, the woman's father
in-law Gyan Rajput told
reporters.
The staffers at the facility
informed them that the
woman was expected to
deliver the baby between 9
am and 10 am, but they did
not admit her to the centre
and she was left lying on the
floor waiting for medical
attention, he claimed.
After six hours around 1
pm, the woman was referred
to the district hospital.
However, they did not have
any money and could not get
an ambulance from the centre, Raiput said.
Looking at the woman's
condition, a Good Samaritan

arranged a private ambulance to rush them to the district hospital, but she delivered the baby in the vehicle
itself and the infant did not
survive, he said.
Taking cognisance of the
incident, MPHRC chairman
Narendra Kumar Jain on
Friday directed the
Chhatarpur district collector
and CMHO to submit their
report to the commission in a
month, an official said.
Apart from this, the commission has also sought to
know if the woman had been
compensated for her loss, he
said. "Considering the seriousness of the issue, investigations are underway. The
guilty will not be spared,"
Chhatarpur CMHO Dr Vijay
Pathoria said. Chhatarpur
collector Sandeep GR said he
has directed the CMHO to
take action against the guilty.

WOMAN DELIVERS CHILD ON RAIL TRACKS AFTER DEBOARDING TRAIN
 A 25-year-old woman delivered a child on the railway tracks. The woman got from the Parasnath
Superfast Express at Shamgarh railway station in Mandsaur district.
Mandsaur: In a shocking incident,
putting lives at stake, a 25-year-old
woman delivered a child on the railway
tracks. The woman got from the
Parasnath Superfast Express at
Shamgarh railway station in Mandsaur
district. The incident was reported
recently near Platform No 2.
Plunging into action, on-duty staff
present at the railway station immediately called an ambulance and took
them to the nearby health centre. Both
mother and newborn child are doing
well. Station master AL Meena stated

that they got an SOS call from the
Parasnath Superfast Asansol Express
guard about a 25-year-old woman
Seema Bai, a resident of Tomda village
in Bara district of Rajasthan who was
travelling from Ahmedabad to Kota in a
general coach of a train and was suffering from labour pain.
"The railways immediately got into
action and took out her family details
and informed them about this. In the
meantime, the train arrived at Shamgarh
railway station. The guard with the help
of passengers deboarded her at

Shamgarh railway station," said the
Station Master. According to railway
staff, after leaving the train around 7:30
am, the woman descended on the railway track below platform number 2 to
urinate, but gave birth to a child on the
railway track itself. In the meantime, station master Meena along with pointsman Pinkesh Seni and sanitation workers Raju B and RPF staff helped the
woman by providing a stretcher and
called 108 ambulance service. The
woman was sent to Community Health
Center Shamgarh.

Rajendra Singh Raghuvanshi, Kotwar of
Tulshep village. A snake wrapped
around the leg of Chhote Lal, the nodal
officer of the same Bardha elder. Both
the employees were rushed to the hospital for treatment.
In other places, the displeasure of the
voters was also seen during the peaceful
polling. Rampur Kurra in Chhatarpur
district was very upset about the development of the rural area. The villagers of
Ramanpura village first boycotted the
voting by shouting slogans, then after
the persuasion of the police officers who
reached the spot, they got ready to vote.
They said that till 'no road, no vote' in
the village. Similarly, great negligence of
the administration was seen in
Chhindwara and Agar-Malwa districts,
where instead of the election symbol
allotted to the candidates earlier, another symbol was printed in the ballot
paper. Due to which the candidate and
his supporters were very angry, then
they have demanded the election
department to cancel the election.

A lone voter exercises
franchise in
200-year-old village
Team Absolute |Bhopal

200-year-old village,
Sagouni Khurd in the
city Berasia,which is
around 55 kms from the capital Bhopal has only a lone
voter, a temple's priest
named Mahavir Das reportedly cast his vote in the
Panchayat elections.
Sagouni Khurd village
comes under Garethia Dangi
Gram Panchayat. This village
is deserted even according to
government records. There
are five candidates vying for
the position of Sarpanch.
The only voter Mahavir
Das has been added to the
voter list at number 1200 in
the last voter Due to being
declared deserted. The priest
survives by cultivating the
temple's 11 acres of land .
The offerings from people of
nearby village are also a
source of income. He has
been provided government
residence, according to a
report published by a Hindi
portal.
Devendra Singh Dangi, a
Gram Panchayat resident, is
well-versed in the history of
Sagouni Khurd. "Our ancestors came from Rajasthan
about 200 years ago. They
stayed in the village of
Devalkhedi. There was an

A

argument about something.
It killed the entire family.
Because a pregnant woman
in the family was in her
maternal home in Barodi at
the time, she survived.
She became a mother to a
son. He was raised in his own
home and married. With the
assistance of his maternal
side, he then established the
village of Sagouni Khurd. He
was married with two sons.
He began to encounter difficulties in this village.
They did not have children. When experts were
questioned, it was revealed
that this is a divine location.
They will be unable to have
children here due to the
curse. They must depart from
the village.
Following this, both brothers left the village. One brother settled in Sagouni Kala,
while the other moved to
Hinautia in the Vidisha district. One family of the
descendants of the
Runkaraiah family of Dangi
society lives in Sagouni Kala,
and the other in Hinautia village," he said.
There is a tough fight
between two villages,
Garethia Dangi and Sagouni
Kala in the panchayat elections, the Sarpanch is decided by the village's unity.

Women's rights panel head resigns
Madhya Pradesh Women's Commission
(MPWC) chairperson Sobha Oza has
resigned from her post alleging interference from the BJP-led state government
and biasness in handling cases of atrocities against women.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

adhya Pradesh Women's Commission (MPWC) chairperson Sobha Oza has resigned from her post alleging
interference from the BJP-led state government and
biasness in handling cases of atrocities against women.
Talking to IANS, Oza claimed that she was forced to resign
from the post.
Oza said that when she had joined the commission, there
were 10,000 cases of atrocities against women in Madhya
Pradesh; now these numbers have crossed 17,000. on the
question why the commission remained silent despite crimes
against women increased sharply in Madhya Pradesh, Oza
said she was not allowed to discharge her duty.
"The commission was not allowed to function as per rules.
Government nominated member has high influence and bias-

M

ness in resolving cases against women atrocities. As per the
rule, at least two members of the commission should be present during hearing of a case, but for the last two years, only
government nominated member has been handling the cases.
I tried my best to provide justice to the victims, but the government created hurdle," Oza said.
She further alleged that the government put pressure on the
commission to take biased decision in cases in which BJP
leaders or workers are accused. "They were trying to keep me
out from the commission after BJP government came to power
in March 2020. But, the high court ordered state government

not to disturb MPWC's functioning," Oza added.
When asked why MPWC did not send notices to officials or
influential persons involved in atrocities against women, she
said the commission has always issued notices in every case,
took suo motu cognizance, sought reports from the police, but
each department is functioning under pressure.
Oza also alleged that the office of MPWC was locked by BJP
supporters soon after the Congress government lost its power.
"In March 2020, BJP workers had locked the commission's
office, office bearers were pressurised not to follow chairperson's direction. The commission had been almost defunct for
the last two years, which made me realise that I should resign.
If I can't discharge my duty for which I am here, then why
should I stay here," she said.
Oza said she will now fight for women on streets. "I will take
the issue of atrocities against women and will expose the BJP
government's bias," she stated. "Being here in office, I was not
allowed to reach out to women, but now I am free. I will raise
their voice. Madhya Pradesh has become the hub of women
trafficking. I won't need any post to discharge my duty for
women," she added. Oza, a Congress leader, is a prominent
woman face in the party, who worked in several capacities
before taking charge as chairperson of Madhya Pradesh
Women's Commission in 2018.
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hollywood

Billie & many more Hollywood
celebs slam abortion ruling

'Really,
really
dark
day for
women'

Los Angeles | Agencies

he decision of the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn its
historic Roe v. Wade abortion rights decision in its 50th
year, has been greeted with widespread criticism from
American celebrities.
Voicing the majority view in the entertainment industry,
pop star Taylor Swift tweeted: "I'm absolutely terrified that
this is where we are -- that after so many decades of people
fighting for women's rights to
their own bodies, today's decision has stripped us of that."
Billie Eilish, who became
the youngest singer said
"Today is a really, really dark
day for women in the US," the
20-year-old pop star said from
the iconic Pyramid Stage. "I'm
just going to say that because I
can't bear to think about it any
longer."
On Friday, the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned a 50-yearold ruling known as Roe v.
Wade that guaranteed nationwide abortion rights for
women. The decision means
millions of women across the
US will lose their legal right to
abortion as individual states
will be able to make their own
laws on it.
Oscar-winning actress
Patricia Arquette was equally
unequivocal. She said: "This
Supreme Court is an absolute
disaster. From giving people
the right to carry guns to taking away women's rights of
autonomy over their own bodies. We weren't being reactive,
we saw it coming."
But the last word certainly
belonged to the best-selling
author Stephen King. He
tweeted: "It's the best
Supreme Court the 19th century has yet produced."
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London | Agencies

inger-actress Lady Gaga, diver Tom Daley and the first
all-male 'Strictly Come Dancing' couple were among
the winners of 2022's British LGBT Awards.
According to aceshowbiz.com, Vogue director Edward
Enninful and singer Alicia Keys also took home gongs at the
London event on Friday.
Hosted by comedian Sue Perkins, the awards show is the
UK's biggest LGBT+ awards event. Enninful, 50, said when
handed his 'Global Media Trailblazer' prize: "I am so honored to be part of the 2022 LGBT Awards, especially as the
UK celebrates 50 years of pride. "Growing up as a young,
black gay man in West London, I could only have imagined
the day when events like this would celebrate people like
me, and the other incredible trailblazers recognized tonight.
"My hope is that we all continue to push for positive
change for the next generation." Daley collected the
'Swinton Insurance Sports Personality of the Year' award
after he spoke out against anti-LGBT+ laws. Olympian
Dame Kelly Holmes was a surprise presenter on the night
for the 'Celebrity Award' hand-out, after the former athlete
broke a 34-year silence to say she is gay in mid-June. The
prize was won by Gaga, reports aceshowbiz.com.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

LISA'S
FIRST SOLO SINGLE 'LALISA' ATTRACTS
500 MN VIEWS
Seoul: The music video for BLACKPINK member Lisa's
solo song "Lalisa" passed 500 million views on YouTube on
Saturday, its management agency said. The video for the title
track of her solo debut album released last September
reached the milestone at 5:06 a.m., YG Entertainment said,
Yonhap news agency reported.
The video recorded 73.6 million views within 24 hours
of its release and 100 million views within two days.
Lisa achieved 500 million views with her music
video in the shortest time among K-pop female
solo artists. The four-member BLACKPINK
has 32 music videos with more than
100 million YouTube views.

Los Angeles | Agencies

ollywood star Chris Hemsworth did "a lot of work"
to prepare for his nude scene in 'Thor: Love and
Thunder'.
Sharing that shooting the scene for the Taika Waititidirected movie felt like a natural evolution for the
character, actor made sure he was in tip-top shape
before taking his clothes off, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
When asked what made him reprise the character for the new Marvel movie, he joked:
"Obviously a contractual obligation. If it was my
choice it wouldn't have happened!"
He said that his intense workout regime
actually had a detrimental impact on his
energy levels. "For years I probably
over-trained," he shared.
"People who do muscle-building often don't realize it's a sport
that shouldn't be seven days a
week, two hours a day," he continued. "I was doing that in the
previous Thors, and was coming up sorer, with less energy."
Chris actually adopts an athlete-like approach to his preparation, but he ultimately finds
the experience to be "incredibly
rewarding". "The training across
10 years of doing it is a full-time
job. That and then a 12-hour
shooting day, it's real grind. It's
incredibly rewarding, too, you have
to look at it like a professional athlete."

H

Los Angeles | Agencies

'General Hospital', 'Kelly
Clarkson Show' win top honours

eneral
Hospital' was
the big winner on Friday night at
the 49th annual
Daytime Emmys, which took back five awards including daytime drama, as the telecast returned to a live, in-person event. According to 'Variety', the day's news the
overturn of Roe v. Wade and the assault on women's rights by a rogue Supreme
Court threatened to overshadow the event. But the two-hour telecast, hosted by
'Entertainment Tonight' anchors Kevin Frazier and Nischelle Turner for the first
time, kicked off without a hitch from the Pasadena Convention Center. 'General
Hospital' Daytime Emmys also include supporting actor, supporting actress, young
performer and directing. The 'General Hospital' haul made ABC the overall network
leader of the night, with five wins. Syndicated series won overall, with six total, reports
Variety. 'The Kelly Clarkson Show', meanwhile, was a repeat winner as best entertainment
talk show, and Clarkson won as entertainment talk show host, bringing its total over two
weekends to seven -- the most of any program this year.

'G

Josie Canseco

New Delhi, Sunday, June 26, 2022

ARCHERY WORLD CUP

RANJI TROPHY FINAL

ABHISHEK, JYOTHI BAG COMPOUND
MIXED TEAM GOLD FOR INDIA IN PARIS
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

sian Games gold
medallist Abhishek
Verma along with
world No 3 women's compound archer Jyothi Surekha
Vennam clinched the compound mixed team gold for
India at Stage 3 of the
Archery World Cup 2022 in
Paris, France, on Saturday.
Abhishek and Jyothi
defeated the local pair of
Sophie Dodemont and Jean
Philippe Boulch 152-149 in
the compound mixed team
final to win India's first gold
medal at the tournament.
The Indian pair of
Abhishek and Jyothi got off
to a perfect start against
Sophie and Jean and took a
40-37 lead in the first set.
However, the French pair cut
the Indian lead and trailed
76-75 at the halfway stage.
The trend continued as
Abhishek and Jyothi kept the
slender one-point lead intact
at the end of the third set. In
the final set, the experienced
Abhishek struck a perfect 10
with his first arrow while the
French pair hit the 9s and 8.

Jyothi then responded with
the 9s to help India pocket
the gold medal.
Notably, this was
Abhishek's third Archery
World Cup gold medal this
season. He had won the

men's compound team
events in Turkey and South
Korea early in the year.
En route to the mixed
compound finals, Abhishek
and Jyothi defeated Estonia
in the semi-finals after get-

ting the better of El Salvador
in the quarter-finals.
Later in the day, Jyothi
Surekha Vennam and Sophie
Dodemont also met in the
compound women's individual semi-final which the
Indian won 147-145.
However, Jyothi, who was
making her first international
appearance this year, lost to
world No. 6 Ella Gibson of
Great Britain in the final.
Both archers were tied at
148 each after the last set.
But, Jyothi lost the shoot-off
and settled for silver.
Following the win in the
mixed compound team
event, India are placed second on the Archery World
Cup 2022 medals table with
four gold, two silver and
three bronze medals. South
Korea, with six gold medals,
are on top while Great
Britain are third with four
gold medals, two silver and
one bronze.The women's
recurve archery team of
Deepika Kumari, Ankita
Bhakat and Simranjeet Kaur
will play in the gold medal
match against Chinese Taipei
on Sunday.

MP IN FIRM CONTROL WITH FIRST-INNINGS LEAD
Bengaluru | Agencies

Dambulla | Agencies

M

ing their innings at 125/7.
Chasing a modest 126 for the win, India openers
looked to kill the game as early as possible. Smriti
Mandhana made her intent clear by smashing the
first ball of the innings for a four while Shafali
Verma wasn't going to be left behind as she plundered two fours and a six in her cameo of 17 runs
that came in 10 balls.The end of the fielding restrictions had little effect on Mandhana's approach, as
she collected five fours in the next five overs to take
Sri Lanka completely out of the game. With India
needing 15 off the last three overs but
Harmanpreet Kaur (31 not out off 32) batted
through to guide India to a win with five wickets
and balls to spare.

A

brilliant comeback from the bowlers in the
first innings followed by a smashing start by
the top order batters helped India Women
beat Sri Lanka by five wickets in the second T20I
and take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the threematch series, here on Saturday.
It was India's 12th T20I win in a row against Sri
Lanka Women, which started in February, 2016.
After winning the toss and opting to bat first,
Openers laid a solid foundation for Sri Lanka.
The hosts openers kept finding the boundary at
regular intervals but couldn't rotate the strike as
well as they would have liked.
Just after the pair surpassed the record for the
highest first-wicket partnership for Sri Lanka in
Women's T20I, Pooja Vastrakar broke the 87-run
stand as Athapaththu's flick went straight into the
hands of Radha Yadav at deep square leg.
Deepti Sharma, who had gone for 30 runs in her
first three overs, made up with the wickets of
Harshitha Samarawickrama and Nilakshi de Silva
in the 18th over. The last two overs fetched 15 runs
but Sri Lanka fell well short of a strong total, finish-

and Shubham Sharma making 133 and
116 respectively, Saturday saw Patidar
hit the third century of Madhya
Pradesh's first innings, followed by
Saransh contributing with a useful
knock from the lower-order. For
Mumbai, left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani took 5/173 in 63.2 overs.
Patidar continued from where he
left on day three, slamming the third
century of Madhya Pradesh's first
innings, with chants of 'RCB, RCB'
coming from the crowd. Patidar,
resuming from an overnight score of
67
After tea, Madhya Pradesh's innings
lasted for seven more balls with
Saransh being the last man to fall.
Though Mumbai wiped off a majority
of the deficit in the final session of the
day, Patidar and Saransh ensured that
Madhya Pradesh continued to have a
strong hold on the final.

umbai cut a majority of their
deficit down to 49 on day four
of the Ranji Trophy final at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium on
Saturday. But it was Madhya Pradesh,
thanks to a crucial 162-run lead, who
are in firm control of the final and lifting the trophy, as Rajat Patidar
notched up a fine 122 while Saransh
Jain brought up his maiden first-class
fifty to take the side to 536.
Though Mumbai are 113/2 in 22
overs at stumps, they are running out
of time for giving themselves a small
chance at winning the prestigious trophy. After getting Madhya Pradesh out
for 536, Prithvi Shaw and makeshift
opener Hardik Tamore (as Yashasvi
Jaiswal didn't open due to ankle
injury) started off well for a 63-run
opening stand. Both batters got
reprieves - Shaw was dropped by
pacer Gaurav Yadav while Tamore was
given a life by Rajat Patidar at first slip.
Left-arm spinner Kumar Kartikeya
Singh drew the first blood when
Tamore chopped on to his stumps
while attempting a sweep. Shaw was
forced to reach out to the fifth-stump
ball off Gaurav Yadav and drove
straight to cover point. Armaan Jaffer,
who also got a life when Gaurav
spilled a caught-out chance, played
some delightful shots through the off-

2nd Women's T20I: India beat Sri Lanka by
5 wickets, take 2-0 unassailable series lead

Brief scores
Sri Lanka Women 125-7 in 20 Overs (Vishmi
Gunaratne 45, Chamari Athapaththu 43; Deepti
Sharma 2/34) lost to India Women 127-5 in 19.1
Overs (Smriti Mandhana 39, Harmanpreet Kaur
31 not out; Inoka Ranaweera 2/18 ) by 5 wickets.

Brief scores

side to remain not unbeaten on 34
alongside Suved Parkar (nine not out).
If Friday belonged to Yash Dubey

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

nent. The more tournaments I play, the more I get a
chance to improve myself," he said.

India lead by 82 runs at stumps,
Pant shines for Leicestershire

A

67-run opening partnership
between skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite and John
Campbell following a dominant display of fast bowling put West Indies
in a good position on the opening
day of the second Test at the Daren
Sammy National Cricket Stadium on
Saturday (IST).
Despite losing both their openers,
Bangladesh put up a decent display
in the opening session on day one
and the visitors would have hoped
to put up a score in excess of 300
heading into the lunch break.
The West Indies fast bowlers
though had other ideas and put the
brakes on in the second session,
reducing the visitors from 105/2 to
138/6.
The West Indies seamers' devastating bowling saw them sharing the
10 wickets between them. Both

Brief scores
Bangladesh 234 in 64.2 overs
(Tamim Iqbal 46, Litton Das 53;
Jayden Seales 3/53, Alzarri Joseph
3/50) vs West Indies 67 for no loss
in 16 overs (Kraigg Brathwaite 30
n.o., John Campbell 32 n.o.).

India 246 for 8
dec (KS Bharat 70,
Walker 5-24) and
80 for 1 (Gill 38,
Bharat 31 not out)
lead
Leicestershire 244
(Pant 76, Jadeja 328, Shami 3-42)
by 82 runs

I

ndia were 80-1 in their
second innings at stumps
on Day 2, taking a lead of
82 runs against Leicestershire
County Club in their practice
match, here on Friday.
After bowling out
Leicestershire for 244, skipper Rohit Sharma didn't
open the innings for India in
the second innings and
instead sent KS Bharat after
the wicket-keepers' firstinnings half-century (70 not
out) helped them declare at
246/8. Earlier, Rishabh Pant
was the star of the
Leicestershire innings. He
came to bat as early as the
14th over, at 44 for 3, one of
the wickets being

Eastbourne: Petra
Kvitova charged past
defending champion
and No 8 seed Jelena
Ostapenko 6-3, 6-2 to
clinch the Rothesay
International championship and 29th WTA
singles title of her career,
here on Saturday.
With this win, Kvitova,
the Wimbledon champion in 2011 and 2014, is now 5-1 in grass-court finals. The
Czech's only previous loss in a grass-court final came at 2011
Eastbourne, when she finished runner-up to Marion Bartoli in
a clash between future Wimbledon champions.
Former World No 2 Kvitova won the first of her 29 titles in
2009; from that point up to now, the only player to win more
singles titles on tour is Serena Williams, with 41 during that 13year timeframe.The 32-year-old Czech becomes the fifth player
over the age of 30 to win a title this year, joining Simona Halep
(Melbourne Summer Set 1), Angelique Kerber (Strasbourg),
Tatjana Maria (Bogota) and Zhang Shuai (Lyon).

Jayden Seales and Alzarri Joseph
picked up three wickets each, while
Anderson Phillip and Kyle Mayers
each secured two-wicket hauls for
themselves in a brilliant display of
fast bowling on a pitch that looked
conducive for batting.
If there was one batter in the
Bangladesh lineup that stood up to
the challenge, it was Litton Das.
Currently on 42 points, West
Indies have the chance to increase
their ICC World Test Championship
points tally to 54 if they are successful in winning this Test and sealing
the series 2-0.

Brief scores
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Cheteshwar Pujara, who was
dismissed for a duck by
Mohammed Shami.
Pant came out the better in
his exchange with Shami,
Mohammed Siraj, Umesh
Yadav and Shardul Thakur
(Jasprit Bumrah represented
Leicestershire) by playing
both orthodox and innovative shots, to score 76 off 87
balls in response to the

Indians' first-innings score of
246, declared overnight.
The left-handed batter
took on all the seamers, scoring 26 off 30 balls from
Shami, 20 off 23 against Siraj
and 13 off 12 when facing
Umesh. He went from 45 off
72 to 70 from 82, unleashing
extra-cover drives, paddle
sweeps off the quicks, and
nonchalant short-arm jabs.

India U-17 girls go
down to Chile 1-3
Team Absolute|New
Delhi

he India U-17
women's team suffered a 1-3 loss to
Chile U-17 in a friendly
game at the Aquileia,
Italy.
The match started on
Friday night at a relatively slow pace. India were
struck with a blow right
after that as Chile scored
in the 11th minute via Katerine
Ramos.
India tried to bounce back from the
setback, and on the 15th minute
mark.
India did not give up though and
kept attacking. In the 21st minute,

T

3RD
TEST

WEST INDIES IN COMMAND AFTER RESTRICTING BANGLADESH TO 234 IN SECOND TEST
Gros Islet (St Lucia) | Agencies

Madhya Pradesh 536 all out in 177.2
overs (Yash Dubey 133, Rajat Patidar
122, Shubham Sharma 116; Shams
Mulani 5/173, Tushar Deshpande
3/116) lead Mumbai 374 all out in
127.4 overs and 113/2 in 22 overs
(Prithvi Shaw 44, Armaan Jaffer 30 not
out; Gaurav Yadav 1/23, Kumar
Kartikeya Singh 1/50) by 49 runs

Practice match, Day 2

Bajrang wants to regain form ahead KVITOVA CLINCH ROTHESAY
of CWG and World Championship INTERNATIONAL TITLE
okyo Olympics bronze medallist wrestler
Bajrang Punia is looking forward to regaining
his form as he heads to the United States for
35-day training camp ahead of the Commonwealth
Games and the World Championship.
At a media interaction facilitated by the Sports
Authority of India on Saturday, Bajrang said he
would spar with some of the best wrestlers in the
Michigan University. "The players who train there
come in World's top 10. They train there but represent different countries. I went before Tokyo
Olympics also and I'm returning there with more
focus and determination to spar with the best. I want
to get back to being the Bajrang you saw in 20182019," he said.
Bajrang suffered an injury post the Olympics but
said he is at his best fitness and carries no niggles. "I
have been training at the SAI National Centre of
Excellence in Sonipat. My fitness levels is back owing
to support I recieved from SAI and the Target
Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS). I now want to perform. I want to give my best whoever is the oppo-
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Lynda attempted a shot from Astam's
cross but the former missed the target
by a whisker. However, India's hopes
came crashing down when Ambar
scored the third goal for Chile and
restored their two-goal advantage in
the 67th minute.

Bairstow, Overton rescue
England after Boult fireworks

Leeds|Agencies

J

onny Bairstow and Jamie Overton shared a
scintillating unbeaten 209-run partnership
to rescue England from a precarious 55/6
on the second day of the third and final Test
here on Friday.
Bairstow was batting on 130 while Overton
was unbeaten on 89 as England reached
264/6 at stumps on Day 2.
New Zealand pacer Trent Boult rattled
England with three early wickets and Neil
Wagner claimed two as England got off to a
disastrous start replying to New Zealand's first
innings total of 329.
With England, 2-0 up in the series but reeling on 55/6 in reply to the tourists' 329.
It was Bairstow who led the charge for
England, scoring at a-run-a-ball or better for
much of his outstanding knock of 130* - a
tenth Test century and his fourth already in
what has been a brilliant 2022 to date for the
32-year-old. And at the other end, the debutant Overton looked every inch the all-rounder that England had heralded him as being

when naming him in Test XI for the first time.
At 55/6 and with the first of England's specialist bowlers at the crease it looked as if even
the follow-on might have been an option for
New Zealand on day two.But Bairstow and
Overton had other ideas and put the hosts in
a position from which they can think of taking
the first innings lead.

08

entertainment
Second Front Page

New Delhi, Sunday, June 26, 2022

King Khan

30 YEARS IN

CELEBRATES
THE INDUSTRY
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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ith the release of Deewana on June 25,
1992, megastar Shah Rukh Khan celebrated his 30 illustrious years in the
Indian film industry today! By revealing SRK's
fiercely guarded appearance from Pathaan through
a motion poster, the makers hailed this unique milestone in cinema and his tremendous journey!
Dir. Siddharth Anand averred of this lovely
celebration of SRK on his special day: "30
years of Shah Rukh Khan is a cinematic
moment in itself in the history of
Indian cinema and we wanted to
celebrate it with his millions and
millions of fans globally. Today
is Shah Rukh Khan day and
we need to tell the world that.
This is Team Pathaan's way
of saying thank you to Shah
Rukh for the countless memories and smiles that he has
given all of us in his incredible journey in cinema."
He adds, "SRK's look
from upcoming movie
was the most heavily
guarded imagery. Fans
across the world have
been frantically demanding for his look to be
unveiled for a long,
long time now and we
couldn't think of a
better day to reveal
this to his fans and
audiences. I hope
people and SRK
fans love his look
from Pathaan."
The Hindi,
Tamil, and Telugu
versions of
Pathaan will
debut on January
25, 2023!
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angana Ranaut, who will play
the role of Indira Gandhi in her
upcoming film, "Emergency,"
released a snippet of a news item from
the day of the Emergency in 1975.
Kangana Ranaut revealed a short tale
from her next film about the day in
1975 when the Emergency was proclaimed.
The actress, who will also direct and produce the film, shared the
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TMKOC quashes
rumours about
the settlement

SHARES A SNIPP
FORTHCOMING FLICK

Team Absolute|Mumbai

aarak Mehta ka
Ooltah Chashmah is
one of the most popular and longest-running
shows in the history of
Indian Television. Every
character in the show has
managed to make their
mark in the hearts of the
audience with their distinct
trait. For two years, the show has undergone massive change since some actors opted
out or were replaced. Recently, actress Neha Mehta, who essayed the role of Anjali
Bhabhi in the show claimed that she is yet to receive her pending dues for the last few
months of her work on the show. Reacting to the claims made by her, the makers have
released a statement publishing the same. The official statement released by the production house read, "We consider our artist as our family. We have contacted Neha
Mehta multiple times to complete the formalities with us. Unfortunately, she has been
reluctant to sign the exit documents without which we cannot do a full and final settlement as per company policy. She also stopped responding to all our communication
since the past two years and she left the show without meeting us. We wish that she
would have replied to our emails instead of making false accusations about the makers,
who have given her 12 years of fame and career. We reserve our rights for appropriate
action." For the unversed, Neha was replaced by Sunayana Fozdar on the show.

T

picture and wrote,
"These were the most dramatic
events in the recent history of the
world. What lead to the Emergency
which was declared today and what
were its consequences."
She further added, "In the centre
of it was the most powerful woman
in the world. This deserves a grandscale epic film of its own. So see you
in the theatres next year with
#Emergency."
Kangana will play the late Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in a political
drama that she will also produce.
According to reports, the film will
include the Emergency and
Operation Blue Star.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Bobby Deol's kids
HRITHIK'S GF SABA
help him tap the pulse AZAD'S DESI LOOK LEAVES
of his audience
SUSSANNE IN AWE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

s he found his audience and successfully catered to them
with new-age content on OTT that has given him a great
chance to revamp his career as an actor, Bobby Deol
shares how his children played a part in that.
Bobby said that even though every film and project has its
own destiny, staying in tune with the new generation of audience and their sensibility is important.
The actor made his debut on OTT with the Netflix original
'Class f 83' followed by the huge success of the web series
'Aashram' and web film 'Love Hostel'.
Asked about how he gets the understanding of a new-age
audience and Bobby told IANS: "While I must admit that all the
projects happened because I was at the right place at the right
time, as an actor I also believe that we should be in tune with
the growing audience. As an actor and individual, I am evolving, so as our audience, their sensibility is changing. "One of the
advantages I have is my children. They are teenagers and they
consume a lot of content on OTT platform. So I have a fair idea
of what kind of content that youngsters are watching. It is easy
to get the pulse of the audience from them; in our house, it's
filled with youngsters."
"However, when I decide to do a show or a film, it is completely my decision; I only do work that I feel connected to as an
actor. My children of course support me. But I take a call on my
projects quite independently," he further added.
The actor is now preparing for two projects - Netflix original
'Penthouse' and the feature film 'Animal'.

A
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ollywood star Hrithik Roshan's former
wife Sussanne Khan
loved his current girlfriend
Saba Azad's
"desi" girl look
on social media.
Saba took to
Instagram, where
she posted an
advertisement, in
which she is sporting an Indian
attire. Sussanne
couldn't stop herself
from commenting
on the post and

B

wrote: "So pretty Saboo."
Replying to her, Saba said: "@suzkr thanks
my sooz!! Lovvvving your holiday stories - keep em coming."
Hrithik and Saba have been tight-lipped about their relationship.
However, the two have been spotted several times at parties and dinners.
On the work front, Hrithik will next be seen in Siddharth Anand's 'Fighter'
where he will be sharing the screen space with Deepika Padukone for the
first time. Apart from this, he also has 'Vikram Vedha' with Saif Ali Khan.

Maera Mishra
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