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Feige to expand Marvel...

FORGET PEGASUS, NEW SPYWARE 'HERMIT' NOW BEING USED BY GOVTS

ED issues notice to Swapna
Suresh to appear on June...

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Ahead of the total ban on
single use plastic (SUP)
from July 1, the Bureau of

Indian Standards (BIS) has
issued fresh standards for plas-
tics that would be applicable for
products to be used as alterna-
tives.

During a recent event,
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav had said that
approximately 3.5 million
tonnes of plastic waste is gener-
ated across India annually.

A ministry official, on Friday,
said: "The notification by the
BIS, under the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, will help
manufacturers of products to

determine ultimate aerobic
biodegradability of plastic mate-
rials and thereby enable them to
replace their existing practices
for upgraded standards."

The July 1 ban is applicable

not just for the manufacturer,
but also for importers, those
stocking it, or those into distri-
bution, and also for those who
sell it and ultimately, the con-
sumer who uses it.

"The Central Pollution
Control Board is in talks with all
the state boards for effective
implementation and most
important, to raise awareness
about the July 1 ban amongst
the common public," said a top
officer from the Environment
Ministry.

Asked if the notification has
come a tad late - given the fact
that the ban is less than 20 days
ahead - the officer said that
such notifications are issued
after a whole lot of trials (for the
substances for which standards
are specified) and stakeholder
consultations. "It means that the
process was initiated much ear-
lier and all the stakeholders are
on board."

BIS issues standards for alternative products due to single use plastic ban 

Hermit is a modular spyware that hides its malicious capabilities in packages downloaded after
it's deployed. These modules, along with the permissions the core apps have, enable Hermit to
exploit a rooted device, record audio and make and redirect phone calls, as well as collect data
such as call logs, contacts, photos, device location and SMS messages.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Cyber-security researchers have
unearthed a new enterprise-grade
Android spyware called 'Hermit' that

is being used by the governments via SMS
messages to target high-profile people like
business executives, human rights activists,
journalists, academics and government offi-
cials. The team at cyber-security company
Lookout Threat Lab uncovered the 'surveil-

lanceware' that was used by the government
of Kazakhstan in April, four months after
nationwide protests against government
policies were violently suppressed.

"Based on our analysis, the spyware,
which we named 'Hermit' is likely devel-
oped by Italian spyware vendor RCS Lab
and Tykelab Srl, a telecommunications solu-
tions company we suspect to be operating as
a front company," the researchers said in a
blog post. This isn't the first time Hermit has
been deployed. Italian authorities used it in
an anti-corruption operation in 2019.

"We also found evidence suggesting that
an unknown actor used it in northeastern
Syria, a predominantly Kurdish region that
has been the setting of numerous regional
conflicts," the team noted.

RCS Lab, a known developer that has
been active for over three decades, operates

in the same market as Pegasus developer
NSO Group Technologies and Gamma
Group, which created FinFisher.

RCS Lab has engaged with military and
intelligence agencies in Pakistan, Chile,
Mongolia, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Myanmar
and Turkmenistan.

Collectively branded as "lawful intercept"
companies, they claim to only sell to cus-
tomers with legitimate use for surveillance-
ware, such as intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies.

"In a sense, electronic surveillance tools
are not that different from any other type of
weaponry. Just this month, faced with finan-
cial pressure, CEO of the NSO group Shalev
Hulio opened up the possibility of selling to
'risky' clients," said the researchers.

Pegasus was developed by the Israeli
cyber company NSO Group that can be

covertly installed on mobile phones and
other devices.

It was capable of reading text messages,
tracking calls, collecting passwords, location
tracking, accessing the target device's micro-
phone and camera, and harvesting informa-
tion from apps.

The spyware has been used for surveil-
lance of activists, journalists and political
leaders from several nations around the
world, including in India.

The Supreme Court-appointed technical
committee last month informed the court
that it would submit the Pegasus probe
report soon.

The committee informed the top court
that 29 mobile devices have been examined.

The Supreme Court gave more time to the
technical committee to finalise and submit
its report.

NEW SPY IN YOUR PHONE !

ROTTERDAM (NETHERLANDS) | Agencies

Hockey India on Saturday congrat-
ulated midfielder Neha on com-
pleting 100 international caps.

She achieved the milestone during
India's FIH Women's Hockey Pro League
2021/22 match against Argentina here
on Saturday. Neha has been a regular in
the Indian women's hockey team lineup
over the past couple of years and has
been one of the key players in the ongo-
ing FIH Women's Hockey Pro League
2021/22 tournament for the country.

Neha made a name for herself with a string of solid per-
formances for the Indian women's junior team. At the age of
14, she was selected for the India squad for the Junior
Women's Asia Cup in 2011. She was, then, selected for the U-
21 Four-Nations Lal Bahadur Shastri Women's Hockey
Tournament in the same year, in which she received the Player
of the Tournament award for her outstanding performance.
Neha made her debut for the Indian women's senior team in
2014 at the FIH Champions Challenge in Glasgow.

"In reality, such tools have often
been abused under the guise of

national security to spy on business exec-
utives, human rights activists, journalists,
academics and government officials," the
researchers warned. We theorise that the
spyware is distributed via SMS messages
pretending to come from a legitimate
source. The malware samples analysed
impersonated the applications of telecom-
munications companies or smartphone
manufacturers."

Said the Lookout team

❝

❝
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Amid ongoing protests
against new Army
recruitment scheme

'Agnipath', Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
announced that government
will reserve 10 per cent jobs
in the Defence Ministry for
Agniveers."Raksha Mantri
Shri @rajnathsingh has
approved a proposal to
reserve 10 per cent of the job
vacancies in Ministry of
Defence for 'Agniveers' meet-
ing requisite eligibility crite-
ria", said Defence Ministry
Office in a tweet. The
announcement comes after

four days of widespread
protests and agitation over
the scheme by aspirants in
several parts of India. The
defence ministry office has
also clarified that the neces-
sary steps will be taken to
implement these provisions.

"Necessary amendments
to relevant recruitment rules
will be undertaken to imple-
ment these provisions.
Defence Public Sector
Undertakings will be advised
to make similar amendments
to their respective recruit-
ment rules. Necessary age
relaxation provision will also
be made", tweeted the min-
istry office.

Centre approves 10% quota for
Agniveers in Defence Ministry job

HOCKEY INDIA CONGRATULATES NEHA ON
COMPLETING 100 INTERNATIONAL CAPS
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Hermit tricks users by serving
up the legitimate webpages of
the brands it impersonates as it
kickstarts malicious activities in
the background.
The researchers said they are
also aware of an iOS version of
Hermit "but were unable to
obtain a sample for analysis".
According to leaked documents
published in WikiLeaks, RCS
Lab was a reseller for another
Italian spyware vendor
HackingTeam, now known as
Memento Labs, as early as
2012.
Hermit is a highly configurable
spyware with enterprise-grade
capabilities to collect and trans-
mit data.
The spyware also attempts to
maintain data integrity of col-
lected aevidence' by sending a
hash-based message authenti-
cation code (HMAC).

The 10 per cent reservation will be implemented
in the Indian Coast Guard and defence civilian
posts, and all the 16 Defence Public Sector
Undertakings, Defence Ministry Office added fur-
ther. However, this reservation would be in addi-
tion to existing reservation for ex-servicemen.

Plastic straws, polythene bags,
plastic sticks for candy or ice
creams, polystyrene (thermo-
col) for decoration, plastic
cups, glasses and cutlery items,
plastic sticks for ear buds, for
balloons, wrapping films for
sweet boxes or cigarettes and
even PVC banners of less than
100 microns, all such and many
other things that are literally
used only for one time and then
find its way into the dust bins,
littered on roads and ultimately
end up either on landfill or pol-
lute water bodies.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

On the eve of Father's Day,
Bollywood actor Boman
Irani wrote a beautiful

poem reflecting the loving bond
between father and child. In his
poem, he mentioned that a
father is always concerned about
the well being of his children,
maybe he won't be able to express his feelings and affection
for them. But a father always supports his child irrespective of
whatever he is facing in his life. He made his digital debut with
the psychological thriller, 'Masoom' which shows father-
daughter relationship. But because of mysteries and various
twists and turns this is not a usual family drama. Boman said:
"The bond between a father and his children is rarely dis-
cussed, yet they are the silent pillars behind their children's
growth. But it is important to open up and express affection as
it strengthens the relationship." "This Father's Day, let's be
more communicative with our children and be the father they
want us to be and establish a new fatherhood that'll be kinder,
loving and inspiring," he added. 'Masoom' is set in Punjab and
Boman Irani plays the role of a mysterious father. The series,
directed by Mihir Desai and helmed by Gurmmeet Singh. It is
an Indian rendition of the award-winning Irish series Blood,
exploring family ties and deception after losing a loved one.

Boman Irani brings out
his poetry on Father's Day

SAN FRANCISCO | Agencies

TikTok has clarified that
it is not interested in
copying Facebook as it

is not a social network but an
entertainment platform, as
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg
seeks to make Facebook and
Instagram to be more like
TikTok.

Blake Chandlee, TikTok's
president of global business
solutions, told CNBC that
Facebook is a social platform.

"They've built all their
algorithms based on the
social graph. That is their
core competency. Ours is
not," Chandlee was quoted as
saying. "We are an entertain-
ment platform. The differ-
ence is significant. It's a mas-
sive difference," he added.

TikTok is owned by China's
ByteDance, as is gaining pop-
ularity among teens all over

the world.
To take on TikTok, Meta-

owned Instagram is testing
out a new full-screen mode
for its feed and an updated
navigation bar. The test,
which has been rolled out to
"a limited number of people"
according to Meta spokesper-
son Seine Kim, is the latest
effort from the platform to
compete with TikTok when it
comes to social video.
Facebook employees have
reportedly been directed by
the senior executives to
change the platform's algo-

rithms to make it more like
its arch Chinese rival TikTok
that is gaining immense pop-
ularity among the teenagers.
The other directive to
employees is that years after
Messenger and Facebook
split up as separate apps, the
two will be brought back
together, mimicking TikTok's
messaging functionality. The
company realises that its
short-form video platform
Reels is not enough to threat-
en TikTok. TikTok users are
spending more time on the
app than ever before.

WE'RE AN ENTERTAINMENT PLATFORM,

NOT A SOCIAL NETWORK: TIKTOK

Indian Weavers Alliance
takes Assam's ancient

tradition forward
N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe|New Delhi

The art of hand
spinning yarn
with a spindle, a

straight stick about
eight to twelve inches
long on which the
yarn is wound after
twisting, is known as
hand spun yarn. The
ancient tradition Eri is not just an intrinsic part of Assam's tra-
dition but also a critical part of the livelihood of many engaged
in this art. Hand spinning, however, is a vanishing tradition, a
fading cultural practice, especially among the younger genera-
tion, as a result of the onslaught of modern textiles. It has now
become a rare practice, affecting the price of Eri, which has
been steadily rising. To bring back a historic tradition to keep
spinning alive the Indian Weavers Alliance launches Polash. A
game-changing initiative for the Hand Spun Yarn segment,
encompassing an end-to-end integrated approach to renew
and reinforce the age-old tradition.

Polash's team has established a farmer producer firm called
"IWA Silk Farmer Producer Company Limited," which has reg-
istered persons who spin by hand and produced a strategic
road map for the sector's upliftment.

MOSCOW | Agencies

Ateam of researchers has developed a
nanophotonic-microfluidic sensor
whose potential applications include

cancer detection, monitoring, and treatment
response assessment.

The study, published in the journal Optics
Letters, indicates that the device can identify
gases and liquids dissolved at low concentra-
tions with a high degree of accuracy. A 'lab-
on-a-chip' is a miniature sensor device capa-
ble of performing complex biochemical
analysis which is considered one of the most
promising approaches to early cancer detec-
tion. Russian researchers have developed a
new hybrid nanophotonic-microfluidic sen-
sor for highly sensitive analysis of liquids and
gases at very low concentrations in solutions.

"Our study is an important step towards
creating a compact lab-on-a-chip device
capable of not only performing a whole set of
blood tests but detecting cancer biomarkers at
an early stage using a very small amount of
the patient's blood," said researcher Gregory
Goltsman from HSE University in Moscow.
The current device consists of nanophotonic

optical sensors on a chip in combination with
microfluidic channels above the sensor sur-
face.Fluids or gases pumped through the
channels affect the propagation of optical
radiation in the highly sensitive nanophotonic
devices, changing the output's spectral char-
acteristics. By examining these changes,
researchers can determine the sample's com-
position. A special feature of the device is the
tiny size of the microfluidic channels that
deliver specimens to the sensors. This makes
it possible to obtain results even from very
small samples, something that can be critical
when an on-site analysis is not feasible and
specimens must be transported elsewhere for
examination.

Hybrid sensor to help diagnose
cancer developed
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Swapna had deposed before the magis-
trate court under Section 164 of the CrPC
and had come out in the media that the

Chief Minister and his family including his
wife and daughter were involved in the smug-
gling racket.

She had given a secret statement before the
court under Section 164 which was accessed
by the Enforcement Directorate. The ED has
now served notice to Swapna Suresh on the
basis of this 27-page statement.

The ED studied the statement in detail and
directed the Kochi unit to conduct further
investigation on her deposition.

The ED has also petitioned the District
Court for the two statements Swapna Suresh
had given to the Customs department in two
other cases. In the statement under 164,
Swapna Suresh had submitted before the
magistrate that the Chief Minister of Kerala
Pinarayi Vijayan, his wife Kamala, his daugh-
ter Veena, his Private secretary C.M.

Raveendran, his former Principal Secretary,
Shivshankar IAS, and his former Principal
Secretary, Nalini Netto IAS (rtd) were involved
in the gold smuggling racket that had rocked
Kerala.

The opposition Congress and the BJP are
on the streets demanding the resignation of
the Chief Minister.

ED issues notice to Swapna
Suresh to appear on June 22

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The accused, identified as Aniqul Islam (24)
and Shariqul Sheikh alias Sahim (21), both
residents of Malda, West Bengal, have

already delivered about 4/5 consignments of
FICN amounting to more than Rs 20 lakh in
Delhi-NCR region.

Furnishing details of the operation, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Special Cell) Rajiv
Ranjan Singh said a team of Special Cell was
working on various syndicates, indulging in sup-
plying and circulation of FICNs in the country, for
the last about four months, which revealed some
inputs regarding the present International syndi-
cate, working in India. During surveillance, it was
revealed that FICNs are being pumped into India
through the porous Indo-Bangla border.

Acting on a tip-off, a raid was conducted and
above mentioned two key members of this Malda
based international syndicate, were apprehended
near Dilshad Garden Metro Station, Delhi on
June 17, Friday, when they reached there to deliv-
er the recovered consignment of FICNs to one of

their other associate. On their search, High quali-
ty FICNs in the denomination of Rs 2000, total
amounting to Rs 4 lakh were recovered from their
possession.During interrogation, the accused
duo revealed that they have been working for this
syndicate for the last 2-3 years. They used to pro-
cure FICNs from their other associates at Malda,
West Bengal and supply the same in Delhi/NCR
region and Uttar Pradesh. These FICNs are being
smuggled from Bangladesh, through bordering

areas of Indo-Bangladesh border.
They also revealed that they used to get FICNs

from their associates at Malda at lower price and
supplied to their parties at higher price.

According to the official, the accused persons
also revealed that many Bangladesh-based ele-
ments are pumping FICNs into India through the
Bangladesh border, to cripple the economy of the
country. It is worth mentioning that Malda is very
infamous for drug trafficking and smuggling of
FICNs. Malda has become an epicentre of various
syndicates of FICNs and illegal drugs, because of
its strategic location along the porous interna-
tional border of India and Bangladesh.

During investigation, it was also revealed that a
large portion of money derived from FICNs busi-
ness, goes to buying sophisticated weapons
smuggled through Indo-Bangladesh border,
which further being used to promote terror activ-
ities in the country. Both the accused persons
were produced in the court concerned and taken
on police custody remand.

Further, investigation of the case is in progress,
the official added.

MALDA-BASED INT'L COUNTERFEIT CURRENCY
RACKET UNEARTHED, 2 HELD

Two key members of an international Fake Indian Currency Notes
(FICN) cartel, based in Malda district of West Bengal, have been arrest-
ed, an official said on Saturday.

The Kochi unit of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has sent a notice to gold smuggling
case main accused Swapna Suresh, to appear
before it on June 22.

VADODARA | Agencies

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday laid founda-

tion for and inaugurated
development works worth
Rs 21,000 crore, including
railway projects, at an event
held at the at Leprosy
Ground here.

Before reaching the stage,
the Prime Minister took a
tour of the venue in an open
jeep, warmly greeting the
large gathering present
there.Earlier in the morning,
Modi met his mother
Heeraben, who entered the
100th year of her life on
Saturday, and took her bless-
ings at her residence near
Gandhinagar. Modi arrived
at Raysan village on the out-
skirts of Gandhinagar at
around 6.30 am and spent
around half an hour there.

At the event in Vadodara,

Modi said, "Today is the day
of 'Matruvandana' for me,
and I am happy to be here
inauguarating development
works worth Rs 21,000 crore.
These projects will acceler-
ate the development of India
along with Gujarat. Such
huge investment and better

connectivity will accelerate
industrial development in
Gujarat besides opening up
more employment opportu-
nities for the youth."

The Prime Minister also
said that Vadodara has nur-
tured him just like a mother
takes care of her child.

PM inaugurates projects worth Rs 21K cr,
says Vadodara nurtured him like a mother

CONGRESS APPOINTS PAWAN KHERA
AS CHAIRMAN, MEDIA & PUBLICITY

New Delhi:
The All India
Congress
Committee on
Saturday
appointed
Senior Congress
leader Pawan
Khera as the
Chairman of
Media and
Publicity in the
new communi-
cation depart-
ment. He has been appointed with immediate
effect."Congress president has approved the
appointment of Pawan Khera as Chairman of
Media and Publicity in the new communication
department with immediate effect", said an offi-
cial communication from the All India Congress
Committee in the name of Congress General
Secretary K.C. Venugopal.Earlier, Congress leader
Khera, showing his dissatisfaction when he was
not made a contender for Rajya Sabha election,
had tweeted "Shayad meri tapasya mein kuch
kami reh gayi (Maybe something fell short of my
penance)".

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Acourt here on Saturday
rejected the bail applica-
tion of Delhi Health

Minister Satyendar Jain, who is
under the custody of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
since May 31, in an alleged
money laundering case.

Special judge Geetanjali
Goel rejected the bail plea.

On June 14, the special CBI
court in the national capital
had reserved its order on the
bail application after hearing
the arguments of the ED and
defence counsel.

A day earlier, the Minister's
custody to the ED had been
extended by two weeks.

On May 31, a day after Jain's
arrest, the same bench had
sent him to the agency's cus-
tody till June 9 which was fur-
ther extended to five days.

He was rushed to a nearby
hospital after he complained of
uneasiness while leaving the
Rouse Avenue Court, just after
the court hearing on June 9.

The Minister was taken to
the ED headquarters when he
felt uneasy outside the court
and was eventually hospi-
talised.

The CBI has accused Jain,
his wife, and others of commis-
sion of offences under the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

On March 31, the ED provi-
sionally attached immovable
properties worth Rs 4.81 crore
belonging to companies bene-
ficially owned and controlled
by the Minister.

The ED on June 6 conducted
raids at multiple locations
belonging to Jain, his wife, and
accomplices, who had either
directly or indirectly assisted
him or participated in the
processes of money launder-
ing.The recovery of cash worth
Rs 2.85 crore and 133 gold
coins weighing 1.80 kg was
made during the raid.

Delhi Court denies bail to Satyendar
Jain in money laundering case

BIDAR (KARNATAKA) | Agencies

In a shocking incident,
locals living in a village in
Karnataka's Bidar district

have boycotted an
Anganwadi centre run by the
state government after it
appointed a Dalit woman as
a helper.

The upper caste residents
of Hatyala village have
stopped sending their chil-
dren to the centre ever since
the appointment of Milana
Bai Jaipa Rane in June 2021.

The centre had remained
closed due to Covid-19 but
resumed operations since
the last few months. The par-
ents, who have refused to
send their children to the
centre, have said that they
won't allow the Dalit helper
touch their
children.However, a teacher,

Sumitra Bai, at the centre
also belongs to the Dalit
community and the locals
have no problem with it.After
the incident came to light,
district authorities and offi-
cials of the Women and Child
Welfare Department rushed

to the village and took up an
awareness campaign to con-
vince the locals.

However, sources say that
none of the parents have
agreed due to which the
authorities are planning to
intensify their campaign.

Locals stop sending kids to K'taka Anganwadi
centre after Dalit helper's appointment

GUWAHATI | Agencies

The inclement weather con-
ditions have continued to
batter Assam on Friday.

Several parts of the state received
incessant rains, triggering land-
slides at multiple locations.

In Guwahati, fresh landslides
were reported from various parts
of the city amidst heavy rainfall,
which also led to waterlogging in
different places. In the Basistha
area of Guwahati, a house's
guard wall was destroyed by a
landslide. As per the reports, the

residence belonged to a lady
identified as Kalpana Kumari
Deka. However, no injuries or
casualties were reported in the
incident.

Another incident took place in
the Mathgharia area where a
mudslide damaged a house.

Assam has been wracked by
heavy downpours for the last five
days, resulting in knee-deep
water logging on all major road-
ways in the state capital.
Meanwhile, the weather depart-
ment has predicted more rains in
the next two days.

RAINS CONTINUE TO BATTER ASSAM
Team Absolute|New Delhi

ADelhi court has
granted bail to a
77-year-old man,

who was accused of sexu-
al harassment, after find-
ing that there is 'no valid
reason to impose any
restrictions upon the lib-
erty of the accused at his
advance age'.

A vacation bench of
Additional Sessions
Judge Dharmender Rana
also noted that there was
a delay of about one
month in registration of
the FIR by the investigat-
ing officer (IO). The judge
also observed that nei-
ther in the FIR nor in the
recorded statements,
there is any mention of
commission of offence

under Section 354B of the
IPC (assault or use of
criminal force with any
woman, intending to out-
rage or knowing it to be
likely that he will thereby
outrage her modesty).

"From the complaint
itself, it appears that there
was also some money
dispute between the par-
ties. Be that as it may, no
palpable explanation has
been furnished by the IO
as to why she seeks cus-
todial interrogation of the
applicant/accused," the
bench said.

The applicant, Madan
Lal, argued that he is
about 77 years old and
the police is trying to
implicate him in a false
and frivolous case. He
submitted that the IO was

constantly harassing him
and was threatening that
he will be implicated in a
rape case.

It was submitted that
the accused is not a flight
risk and subjecting him
to custodial interrogation
at this advance age shall
tantamount to an unlaw-
ful inference with the
sacrosanct principle of
presumption of inno-
cence.

"It is thus prayed that
the accused deserves
anticipatory bail," the
plea noted.

On the other hand, the
public prosecutor vehe-
mently opposed the bail
application, arguing that
the allegations against
the applicant were seri-
ous in nature.

Delhi court grants bail to 77-yr-old
man accused of sexual harassment

BHUBANESWAR | Agencies

The Odisha vigilance has
detected properties
over Rs 5 crore includ-

ing 24 plots, two palatial
buildings of Rs 1 crore each
and four four-wheelers from
a block development officer
(BDO), officials said on
Saturday.

Acting on an allegation of
possession of disproportion-
ate assets, six vigilance teams
conducted simultaneous
raids on the properties of
Ashwini Kumar Das, BDO,
Jaleswar in Balasore district
on Saturday.

During the raid at six
places in Cuttack, Balasore
and Kendrapara districts, the
vigilance sleuths found mov-
able and immovable assets
worth over Rs 5.07 crore, the
officials said.

The vigilance said it has
detected 24 plots in prime
area of Cuttack and

Kendrapara districts, whose
registered sale deed value
comes to about Rs.76.4 lakh.
However, the actual value is
likely to be much more, they
said.

A triple storeyed building
along with a brick factory
worth Rs 1.22 crore and a
double storeyed building
worth over Rs 1.10 crore was
found during the raid.

Besides, bank & insurance
deposits of Rs 73.91 lakh, Rs
1.70 lakh cash, gold jewellery

& silver ornaments worth Rs
42.57 lakh, 4 four wheelers
(Innova, Scorpio, MG Hector
& Nano) worth Rs 40 lakh
and three two wheelers &
household articles of total
value Rs 39.81 lakh were
found by the vigilance teams.

The officials informed that
Ashwini Kumar Das started
his government service as
junior assistant in agriculture
department in 1995. He was
promoted to the ORS in 2015
and to OAS in 2020.

Assets worth Rs 5 cr found
from a BDO in Odisha

GUWAHATI | Agencies

At least four animals, including
three hog deer and one leop-
ard, have been killed in

Assam's Kaziranga National Park
after they were hit by speeding cars
on the national highway while try-
ing to seek shelter in the highland
areas to get some respite from the
floods.

The forest officials said that three
hog deer and one leopard were
killed in the wee hours of Saturday.

It is common for animals in
Kaziranga to cross the highway and
move towards the hills during the
floods at this time of the year.

It is alleged that the drivers often
flout the rules imposed by the forest
and transport departments for driv-
ing through the national park area.

Due to incessant rains in the past
few days, flood waters have entered
the national park area.

Kaziranga faces floods every year
during the monsoon and many ani-

mals die either by drowning or after
being hit by vehicles. Poachers also
take advantage of such situations as
animals usually tend to stray out of
the park during this time.

To protect wild animals from road
mishaps and to facilitate their free

movement during floods, the
authorities at the Kaziranga
National Park had recently capped
the maximum speed limit of vehi-
cles inside the park at 40 km per
hour. Vehicles flouting the norms
would be fined Rs 5,000 per inci-

dent, over and above the amount to
be paid for offence under the Motor
Vehicles Act.

Also, following the directions of
the National Green Tribunal (NGT),
six animal sensor cameras were
recently installed in the park.

Hit by speeding cars, three hog deer,
one leopard killed in Kaziranga
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Don't dwell in
the past; don't

dream of the
future, concen-

trate the mind on
the present

moment.

❝
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In the wake of growing ten-
sion over Agnipath, the pro-
posed scheme of the
Central government for
short-term services in the

Indian armed forces, spreading
from one state to another, the
Centre, on Saturday, sent a note
of caution to all states and Union
Territories (UTs) regarding tack-
ling the continued agitations on
this count.

The letter signed by Deputy
Secretary to Central government,
Archana Varma, has been
addressed to all Chief Secretaries,
Advisors to Administrators of all

states and UTs, state and UT
Director Generals of Police and
Police Commissioners of Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai. 

"As per the information, there
have been protests against the
Agnipath scheme mainly in the
form of gatherings, dharnas,
demonstrations, marches, arson
etc, including damage to public
property. In social media a call
for Bharat Bandh and protest at
Jantar Mantar, Delhi on 20.06.
2022 is under circulation. There is
a likelihood that the protest may
continue for some time," the let-
ter read. In view of the above, the

letter has added that "It would be
imperative to put in place ade-
quate security arrangements at

important installations and facili-
ties, especially Railway
stations/lines, National Highways

and important government offi-
cers to maintain law and order,
peace, and tranquility."

❝

Srinagar|Agencies

With an aim to provide
financial succour to the
families of police person-

nel who have attained martyrdom
or have passed away while in
service, J&K Director General of
Police, Dilbag Singh, has sanc-
tioned over Rs 1.52 crore as spe-
cial welfare relief for the next of
kin (NOK) of such
martyred/deceased police per-
sonnel, officials said on Saturday.

Special welfare relief of Rs 22
lakh has been sanctioned in
favour of dependents/legal heirs

of Saifullah Qadri,
who attained mar-
tyrdom in a terror-
ist attack.

Similarly, a spe-
cial welfare relief
of Rs 22 lakh each
has been sanc-
tioned in favour of
dependents/legal
heirs of deceased
ASI Mohammad
Hussain, head
constable Javid
Ahmad, SgCts
Amina Akhtar,

Darbesh Kumar, and Follower
Ghulam Qadir.

Special welfare relief of Rs 20
lakh has been sanctioned in
favour of dependents/legal heirs
of SgCt Mohammad Roshan and
Follower Pawan Kumar. The two
cops passed away due to illness
while in service.

Rs one lakh each was already
paid to next of kin of these
deceased police personnel for
performing their last rites. 

The special welfare relief is
sanctioned out of the
Contributory Police Welfare
Funds.

CENTRE CAUTIONS ALL STATES/UTS ON CONTINUING AGITATION

After BJP leaders were tar-
geted by agitators in Bihar
protesting against the
'Agnipath', the Union Home
Ministry on Saturday decid-
ed to provide 'Y' category
security to saffron party
leaders in the state.

Leader of the opposition in
the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge said the party will
start agitation at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi from
Sunday.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday chaired a
top-level meeting with serv-
ice chiefs amid protests.

'AGNIPATH' NOW POLITICISED
A large number of people wanting to travel by train from here were left stranded at the Railway Station on
Saturday in the wake of Agnipath recruitment scheme protest. People could be seen sitting wherever they found
a place to lie down amidst a long wait for their trains. Several sat on the platform while many found a place next
to the ticket counters. According to the Indian Railways, 369 trains were cancelled on Saturday due to the protest
against the Agneepath scheme. This included 210 mail and express trains and 159 local passenger trains. 2 killed in attack at Kabul

Kabul|Agencies

The Taliban-led government in
Afghanistan on Saturday con-
firmed that an attack at a gur-

dwara in Kabul has ended, adding
that two people were killed and
seven others injured in the inci-
dent.At about 6.30 a.m., three
explosions ripped through the gur-
dwara located in the capital's Kart-
e-Parwan area.

"The security forces were able to
immediately mobilize to control
the attack and eliminate the attack-
er in a short time to prevent further
casualties," Ariana News quoted
Kabul Police spokesman Khalid
Zadran as saying.

According to Zadran, the victims
comprised one security personnel
and a Hindu civilian.

In a statement, the Interior
Ministry said that "before entering,
the enemy attacked the guards
with a grenade, which caused a
fire, and two of our Hindu compa-
triots, who were injured in the
attack, were evacuated and taken
to hospital for treatment".

Videos on social media showed
smoke billowing from the two-
storey gurdwara which is sur-
rounded by blast walls.

Earlier in the day, India's
Ministry of External Affairs said
that it was closely monitoring the
situation.

J&K DGP sanctions over Rs 1.52 cr for
kin of martyred/deceased policemen

Rice, pulses, oilseeds witness less sowing; only sugarcane up
Team Absolute|New Delhi

As large parts of India remained
monsoon deficit, Kharif 2022
witnessed lesser area under rice,
pulses, and oilseeds while only
sugarcane area is up compared

to 2021 with a decline of 8.66 lakh Hectare
in total area sown, government data said
on Saturday.

A total of 99.63 lakh Ha area has been
sown during the Kharif 2022 season com-
pared to 108.29 lakh Ha in 2021, i.e. minus
8 per cent as on Saturday, June 18.

The government data showed only sug-
arcane has seen an increase with 6.51 lakh
Ha compared to 6.76 lakh Ha last year, up
by 1.86 per cent.

India Meteorological Department (IMD)
data showed that as on June 16, the all
India cumulative rainfall during this year's
monsoon (between June 1-15) is minus 32
per cent, of which the largest gap was over
northwest India, which was minus 77 per
cent below the long period average for the

region.Meanwhile, major 143 reservoirs
across the country have the Full Reservoir
Level (FRL) capacity of 177.46 billion cubic
metres (BCM), which is about 68.83 per
cent of total reservoir capacity of 257.81
BCM in the country. Data as on June 10
showed that the live storage in these 143
major reservoirs had decreased to 52.82
BCM from the previous week's level of
54.51 BCM.

"However, current year's storage position
is higher than last year's storage position of
49.14 BCM and the average of last 10 year's
storage position of 39.58 BCM," said an
official, adding, "There were 112 reservoirs
with more than 80 per cent of normal stor-
age, 15 reservoirs with storage between 51
per cent to 80 per cent, 4 reservoirs with
storage between 31 per cent to 50 per cent
and 12 reservoirs with storage up to 30 per
cent."

There are four reservoirs with no live
storage, the official said, but that will not
make much difference as the monsoon
rains have started.

RICE IS SOWN OVER 8.73 LAKH HA, COMPARED TO
12.52 LAKH HA IN 2021, WHICH IS 3.80 LAKH HA
LESS (MINUS 30.32 PER CENT). PULSES HAVE
BEEN SOWN OVER 4.39 LAKH HA, COMPARED TO
4.74 LAKH HA IN 2021, WHICH IS 0.35 LAKH HA
LESS (MINUS 7.43 PER CENT), AMONG THEM,
URAD HAS WITNESSED THE LEAST SOWING WITH
0.53 LAKH HA THIS YEAR COMPARED TO 0.73
LAKH HA LAST YEAR (MINUS 27.95 PER CENT).

TOTAL COARSE CEREALS HAS ALSO WITNESSED
DECLINE WITH 6.81 LAKH HA COMPARED TO 9.74
LAKH HA IN 2021, A DECLINE OF 2.98 LAKH HA
(MINUS 30.07 PER CENT). OF THEM, BAJRA HAS
SEEN THE LEAST SOWING WITH 0.45 LAKH HA
COMPARED TO 2.85 LAKH HA IN 2021 (MINUS
84.10 PER CENT).

EVEN THE OILSEEDS SAW SOWING OVER 4.75
LAKH HA COMPARED TO 5.79 LAKH HA (MINUS
17.86 PER CENT).

PPaattnnaa:: Various parties, like
the RJD, the HAM, and the
VIP on Friday extended their
support to the Bihar Bandh
called by different youth
organisations of the state on
Saturday. The call for a
bandh amid violence sweep-
ing Bihar since the last three
days and many railway prop-

erties being attacked and
destroyed on Friday as well.
A mob set part of Danapur
railway station in Patna dis-
trict on fire. They have set a
car, parked near a fuel sta-
tion, on fire. Meanwhile RJD
national President Lalu
Prasad slammed the BJP
government at the Centre.

RAJASTHAN PASSES
RESOLUTION
AGAINST AGNIPATH
JJaaiippuurr::  The Council of
Ministers in Rajasthan
unanimously passed a reso-
lution on Saturday which
said the Agnipath scheme
of the Centre for short-term
recruitment into the armed
forces must be withdrawn
keeping in mind the larger
public interest and the sen-
timents of the youth. It was
stated during the meeting
that to maintain the dignity
and prestige of the Indian
Army, it is necessary to
have skill, experience and
stability in the force. To
increase efficiency in the
army, it is crucial to have
permanent soldiers instead
of short-term recruits, so
that the country can reap
the benefits of their experi-
ence. The army must be
equipped with all the
resources and must be con-
tinuously strengthened.

SEVERAL PARTIES ANNOUNCE SUPPORT FOR BIHAR BANDH INDIA'S NEW COVID CASES RISE TO 13,216
Team Absolute|New Delhi

India on Saturday recorded a
significant increase with 13,216
fresh Covid-19 cases in the last

24 hours, against the 12,847 infec-
tions registered the previous day,
according to the Union Health
Ministry.Also in the same period,
there were 23 new fatalities which
took the nationwide death toll to
5,24,840.The active caseload
increased to 68,108, accounting
for 0.16 per cent of the country's
total positive cases.

The recovery of 8,148 patients

in the last 24 hours took the
cumulative tally to 4,26,90,845.
Consequently, India's recovery
rate stands at 98.63 per cent.

While the daily positivity rate
slightly jumped to 2.73 per cent,
the weekly positivity rate stood at
2.47 per cent.

Also in the same period, a total
of 4,84,924 tests were conducted
across the country, increasing the
overall tally to over 85.73 crore.

As of Saturday morning, India's
Covid-19 vaccination coverage
exceeded 196 crore, achieved via
2,52,66,330 sessions.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The first Sub-National
Immunisation Day for 2022 for
administering Polio vaccine

drops will be conducted from June 19
in 11 states and UTs, Union Health
Ministry said on Saturday. The states
and UTs for Polio vaccine campaign
will include Bihar, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal.

During the campaign, around 3.9
crore children less than 5 years of age

are targeted to be given polio drops
through booth, house-to-house,
mobile and transit teams.

To provide additional protection to
children, the Union Government has
also introduced the injectable
Inactivated Poliovirus Vaccine into its
routine immunisation programme.

India, along with 10 other countries
in the South-East Asia Region of
WHO, was certified polio-free on
March 27, 2014. The last case of polio
in the country was reported from
Howrah, West Bengal on January 13,
2011.

RUSSIA WILL USE NUKE
WEAPONS TO DEFEND
SOVEREIGNTY: PUTIN

Moscow:
Russian President
Vladimir Putin
said his country
was not threaten-
ing the world with
nuclear weapons,
but warned that
Moscow "will use
such weapons to
defend its sover-
eignty".

He made the
remarks on Friday while addressing the St.
Petersburg International Economic Forum.

When asked to comment on the West's allega-
tions about the threat of a nuclear war and a Third
World War, the President said: "Are we supposed
to stay silent? We are responding correspondingly.
As soon as we respond, they would pick on our
words and say: look, Russia is threatening us. We
are not threatening anyone, but everyone should
know what we have and what we will use to
defend our sovereignty. These are obvious things."

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky met with visiting British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson to discuss defence and security
issues, the presidential press service said. In par-
ticular, Zelensky and Johnson discussed in detail
the current situation on the frontline in the east
and the south of Ukraine as well as the supplies of
weapons, Xinhua news agency reported.

FAROOQ ABDULLAH
SAYS NO TO
PRESIDENT POST

Srinagar:
National
Conference
President Farooq
Abdullah on
Saturday
announced that he
is not in the fray for
the President's post.

"I am honoured to have had my name
proposed as a possible joint opposition
candidate for the office of President of
India by Mamata Banerjee Sahiba.
Subsequent to Mamata didi proposing
my name, I have received a number of
calls from opposition leaders offering
their support for my candidature," he
said in the statement.

Abdullah, however, said that he is look-
ing forward to contributing positively to
Jammu and Kashmir and the country in
future and would support the joint oppo-
sition consensus candidate.

"I have taken a few days to discuss this
unexpected development with my family
and senior colleagues. I am deeply
touched by the support that I've received
and honoured to have been considered
for the highest office in the country. I
believe that Jammu & Kashmir is passing
through a critical juncture and my efforts
are required to help navigate these
uncertain times.

POLIO SUB-NATIONAL IMMUNISATION
DAY IN 11 STATES, UTS FROM JUNE 19
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Barely 48 hours ahead of the
biennial MLC polls, the ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi allies in

Maharashtra, the Congress and the
Nationalist Congress Party, claimed
that their legislators are allegedly
being 'threatened' by the central
probe agencies.

"The BJP government at the Centre
is abusing the investigation machin-
ery to harass and browbeat the
Opposition parties across the coun-
try. Now, our MLAs are being called
directly and warned that 'they have
all information which will be revealed
at the appropriate time' to trap them,"

said Maharashtra Congress chief
Nana Patole.

NCP minister Chhagan Bhujbal
also said that central agencies have
again become active before the polls,
but said that all the six MVA candi-
dates shall easily win the MLC elec-
tions on Monday (June 20).

Patole added that they have
"recorded" the alleged phone-calls by
the central agencies and would make
them public at the opportune
moment.

State BJP President Chandrakant
Patil scoffed at the MVA allegations,
terming them as virtually admitting
defeat before the June 20 elections.

"Patole has prepared a wrong

script... After Monday's elections,
everything will be clear," said Patil.

Speaking to mediapersons, Patole
hit out at the BJP for "crossing all lim-
its in its greed for power" and using
weapons like the Enforcement
Directorate or the Central Bureau of
Investigation to intimidate the
Opposition parties and their leaders.

"Wild rumours are being spread
that there's a breakdown in the MVA
alliance and the government. The CBI
and ED and other agencies are being
blatantly misused, which is a danger-
ous trend for our democracy," said
Patole.

He accused the BJP of creating hur-
dles at every step in the MLC polls

but asserted that the numbers are in
the MVA's favour.

While the Congress needs 12 votes
for its second seat, the BJP requires 22
votes for its fifth candidate, but the
Congress chief said the BJP is claim-
ing advance victory on the basis of
'money power and threats by central
probe agencies'.

"This time, their ploy will not
work... The MVA has sufficient
strength to ensure victory of all its six
candidates," Patole said.

The voting for the 10 MLC seats is
scheduled for Monday with the MVA
fielding six candidates and the BJP
putting up five, making it a keenly-
watched election.

AHEAD OF MLC POLLS, CONGRESS, NCP
CLAIM THREATS BY CENTRAL AGENCIES
Barely 48 hours ahead of the biennial MLC polls, the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi allies in Maharashtra, the Congress and the Nationalist Congress
Party, claimed that their legislators are allegedly being 'threatened' by
the central probe agencies.
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) said on
Saturday that it has arrested Appasaheb
Ramachandra Deshmukh, the treasurer of

Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji Education Society
(SCSES in Maharashtra, in an alleged money
laundering case pertaining to defrauding MBBS
aspirants to the tune of Rs 29 crore.The accused
was produced before a special PMLA court in
Mumbai which sent him to ED's custody till

June 24. In May, the ED had arrested Mahadev
Ramachandra Deshmukh, former President of
the SCSES. The ED initiated a probe into the
money laundering case on the basis of an FIR
registered by the Vaduj police station, Satara,
against Deshmukh and others.

It has been alleged that the college manage-
ment had collected funds in cash from the stu-
dents for admission to MBBS course in the
Institute of Medical Science and Research
whereas the college was not eligible for the
same.During investigation, it was revealed that
SCSES, Kolhapur, is a charitable trust which is
engaged in educational activities. The trust
received permission to run a medical college
for the academic year 2012-13 and 2013-14 for
100 seats per annum (85 seats government
quota and 15 seats management
quota).However, in 2014, the admission regula-
tory authority rejected permission for admis-
sion in MBBS for the academic year 2014-15.
Despite that, admission was granted only to 200
students from 2012-13 to 2015-16. While the
former SCSES President fraudulently collected
Rs 29 crore from more than 550 students on the
pretext of admission in MBBS course as dona-
tion, admission was not granted to as many as
350 students. "Various agents were appointed
on commission basis by Deshmukh to lure
prospective candidates for admission against
donation," an ED official said.

ED makes fresh arrest in Maha
education society case

THE ENFORCEMENT
DIRECTORATE (ED) SAID ON
SATURDAY THAT IT HAS
ARRESTED APPASAHEB
RAMACHANDRA DESHMUKH,
THE TREASURER OF SHRI
CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI
EDUCATION SOCIETY (SCSES
IN MAHARASHTRA, IN AN
ALLEGED MONEY LAUNDERING
CASE PERTAINING TO
DEFRAUDING MBBS ASPI-
RANTS TO THE TUNE OF RS 29
CRORE.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Deputy Chief Minister
of Maharashtra and
guardian minister for

the city of Pune Ajit Pawar
was recently barred from
speaking at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's programme
at Dehu, where he inaugu-
rated a shila (rock) temple at
the Sant Tukaram Maharaj
Mandir on June 14. At the
event, leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis was pres-
ent on stage along with Ajit
Pawar. He was allowed to
address the gathering while
Pawar was not invited to

deliver a speech.
This has turned into a

political slugfest in
Maharashtra with many
leaders from the ruling Shiv
Sena and NCP criticizing the
state leadership of Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO).

Shiv Sena leader and
Marathi actress Deepali
Sayed questioned the con-
duct of the state BJP presi-
dent Chandrakant Patil over
the incident. In her latest
tweet she asked him why Ajit
Pawar's name was not
included in the list of speak-
ers. In her tweet she also
said, "Where are the passes
of the local representatives?
Modiji's speech alone does
not run the country and
Fadnavis does not make it
big by his magnanimity. The
PMO must apologise."

Besides Prime Minister
Modi, only two persons
spoke at the 90-minute pro-

gramme, which was attend-
ed by about 50,000 people.

Devendra Fadnavis, the
Leader of the Opposition,
and Nitin More, the Chief
Trustee of the Dehu Temple
Trust, were each given three
minutes to speak. Ajit Pawar,
Chandrakant Patil and BJP
Spiritual Cell head Tushar
Bhosale were among the dig-
nitaries, who shared the dais
with PM Modi at the event.

Supriya Sule, NCP MP,
described the incident as 'an
insult to the state', noting
that while Fadnavis was
given time for the speech in
his capacity as the leader of
Opposition, Ajit Pawar, who
attended the event as part of
protocol, was not allowed to
speak.Deepali Sayed was
earlier in the news for her
tweets targeted at MNS
supremo Raj Thackeray and
his son Amit Thackeray over
the loudspeaker row last
month.

Maharashtra BJP President Questioned

Over Ajit Pawar Insult Row
Maharashtra
Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar was not invit-
ed to deliver his
speech at PM
Modi's event in
Pune on June 14.
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Days before the Maharashtra
Legislative Council elec-
tions - it is becoming clear

that it is heading for a direct con-
test between Congressman Bhai
Jagtap and Prasad Lad of the BJP
for the 10th seat.

A total of 11 candidates are in
fray to fill up 10 vacancies on the
polls, which are scheduled on
Monday.

Jagtap (66), who is the presi-
dent of Mumbai Regional
Congress Committee is a two-
term MLC and a trade unionist
who leads the Bharatiya Kamgar
Karmachari Mahasangh.

Lad (51), who started his politi-
cal career with NCP and served as
chairman Mumbai Board of
Repairing and Reconstruction
(MBRRB) under Maharashtra
Housing and Area Development
Authority (MHADA), had joined

BJP in 2016, is a one-term MLC.
Both Jagtap and Lad are from

Mumbai and enjoy good personal
relations Lad, considered close to
former two-time chief minister
and now leader of opposition
Devendra Fadnavis, had handled
the Karnataka rebel MLAs during
their stay in Mumbai in 2019,
when the JD(S)-Congress govern-
ment led by H D Kumaraswamy
was toppled and BJP's B S
Yediyurappa took over as chief
minister. In fact, Yediyurappa,
who is now a former chief minis-
ter, had even visited the home of
Lad in Mumbai, after BJP came to
power in Karnataka.

After the mixed results in the
Rajya Sabha elections, the polls
are very crucial for Maha Vikas
Aghadi. In the polls to the Upper
House of Parliament, in a similar
battle for six seats with seven in
fray, Shiv Sena candidate Sanjay
Pawar lost to BJP's Dhananjay

Mahadik.In the 288-member
Assembly, one seat is vacant
because of the death of Shiv Sena
legislator Ramesh Latke.

Besides, NCP legislators -
Nawab Malik and Anil Deshmukh
have been denied permission by
the Bombay High Court to vote
and it is not yet clear whether
they would be moving the
Supreme Court.  The quota for
winning would be 26 or 27
depending on the actual number
of MLAs voting in the polls.

The 29 members - of smaller
parties and independents are
once again going to be crucial and
the fate of Jagtap and Lad
depends on them.

The BJP, which has 106 seats
has fielded five candidates -
Pravin Darekar, Prof Ram Shinde,

Shrikant Bharatiya, Uma
Khapre and Lad - and can win
four easily with its own strength.

The Shiv Sena - which has

fielded Sachin Ahir and Amasha
Padvi - can easily win two seats
with 55 legislators, while the two
NCP candidates - Ramraje Naik-
Nimbalkar and Eknath Khadse -
can bank on its 51 legislators and
independents supporting it.
However, the Congress party with
44 legislators - whose candidates
are Chandrakant Handore and
Jagtap - needs additional votes
from Shiv Sena and NCP and
independents and smaller parties,
to ensure the victory of its two
nominees.

Both Jagtap and Lad, had
approached Hitendra Thakur of
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi, which
commands three seats.

The Akhilesh Yadav's
Samajwadi Party (SP) and
Asaduddin Owaisi's outfit All
India Majlis-eIttehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM), has not yet
clarified what stand it is going to
take. 

DIRECT CONTEST BETWEEN BJP, CONGRESS FOR 10TH MLC SEAT
A total of 11 candidates are in fray to fill up 10 vacancies on the polls
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On Friday, the senior officers of the
Maharashtra Police sought an expla-
nation from the investigating officers

for applying section 66A of the Information
Technology Act against Marathi actor Ketaki
Chitale.

Chitale was arrested on May 14 for sharing
an allegedly derogatory post on Facebook
against NCP supremo Sharad Pawar. She was
charged under section 66A of the IT Act and

also under the sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

According to the reports, the Maharashtra
Police senior officers have questioned the
investigating officers over-application of sec-
tion 66A of the IT Act that has already been
scrapped by the Supreme Court. "We have
sought a report from the officers investigat-
ing the case to find out why they applied sec-
tion 66A. There have been repeated
reminders sent to the officers asking them
not to use it", the senior officers were quot-
ed.

This is a couple of days after the National
Commission of Women (NCW) raised the
issue and questioned the Maharashtra DGP
over invoking section 66A of the IT Act. The
Commission also stated that no arrest war-
rant was issued to Chitale which is necessary
for the non-cognizable offense. It directed
that the police should not act based on polit-
ical vendetta but should rather proceed in an
unbiased manner in every matter.

Appearing on behalf of the Maharashtra
DGP before the Commission, Milind
Bharambe, Special IG (law and order) noted

that the application of 66A was applied out of
oversight and that it would be taken off.
However, he stated that even if that one sec-
tion is taken off, the other sections still would
remain valid.

The NCW on June 16 meanwhile had also
sought an explanation from the Maharashtra
Police regarding the arrest of Chitale without
prior investigation. "As per Section 41 A of
CrPC, the police is supposed to give notice to
the accused before arrest and prior permis-
sion is to be taken from the magistrate in
non-cognizable cases. However, the police
failed to comply with this mandatory provi-
sion of law", the Commission was quoted.

The Supreme Court in the year 2015
scrapped section 66A of the Information
Technology Act in the Shreya Singhal case
after it was challenged through a PIL on the
grounds that it was being misused. The court
struck down the provision and called it
unconstitutional and a violation of free
speech.

Section 66A of the IT Act empowered the
police to arrest persons over what policemen
could subjectively construe as offensive. The

Court observed that the weakness of Section
66A lay in the fact that it had created an
offense based on undefined actions, such as
causing inconvenience, danger, obstruction,
and insult, which do not fall among the
exceptions granted under Article 19 of the
Constitution, which guarantees the freedom
of speech.

The court had also observed that the chal-
lenge was to identify where to draw the line.
Traditionally, it has been drawn at incite-
ment while terms like obstruction and insult
remain subjective, it had added. Later in the
year 2021, the center had also written to all
the states barring them from registering
cases under the repealed provision. The
Centre had also ordered to withdraw any
such case that may have been filed under the
section.

Notably, the Thane court on June 16 grant-
ed bail to the Marathi actress Ketaki Chitale
in a case registered against her under the
SC/ST Act. Though Chitale has been granted
bail, she continues to stay in jail as there are
more than 22 FIRs registered against her in
connection with her alleged Facebook post.

Explanation sought from police officers for applying
scrapped sections against actress Ketaki Chitale

RAISES WITH PM MODI
ATTACHMENT OF PROPER-
TIES OF SANJAY RAUT BY ED
AND DELAYS IN NOMINATION
OF 12 MEMBERS BY
GOVERNOR IN THE STATE
COUNCIL BANNED PHYSICAL
DARSHAN FOR DEVOTEES AT
PUBLIC PANDALS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Even as the country witnesses largescale
protests against Agnipath scheme, a village
in Maharashtra's Satara has come out in

support of the government's new policy to recruit
for armed forces.

Several ex-servicemen from the village have
said that though there are protests going on in
some parts of the country over the recruitment
scheme, their village is positive about the out-
come of the scheme, PTI reported.

Subedar Sudhir Karande (retd) whose great
fathers have served in the World War-I, tsaid, "It
will bring great opportunities for youths and will
address the issue of unemployment."

"Our village is known for giving our sons to the
service of the nation and it is in our blood. The
youth are positive about the (Agnipath) scheme
and they know that the kind of upbringing and
tradition they inherit, they can excel NSE -1.92 %

(once they become Agniveers) and make a cut in
the 25 per cent lot for a permanent job in the
armed forces." he mentioned.

The local youth aspiring to join the armed
forces are approaching these veteran's for guid-
ance and to know what the Agnipath scheme is all
about. Another village 15 kms from Satara city
named Apshinge is also known as Apshinge
Military for its contribution to the armed forces.
For generations, one member from each family is
serving Indian armed forces.

Till date village has lost around 46 of its mem-
bers as soldiers in the World War-I and post-
Independence war. Some of the veteran's have
also fought in the 1962 war against China, 1965
and 1971 wars against Pakistan and the Kargil.

Subedar Sandip Nikam, who retired in 2020,
termed the Agnipath scheme as "good" and said
that those who have capability can go ahead in the
army.He mentioned about his after retirement
journey and how he explored his skills. Now he is

also running an academy for army aspirants, and
started a yoga class while farming.When asked
about the government's claim that Agniveers will
get more opportunity after their four-year stint,
Nikam's son Yash (19), who aspires to join army
said a large chunk will come out with certificates
in hands after their service and the demand for
jobs will soar and every year the number will keep
rising.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the recruit-
ment process got affected and several aspirants
are now facing the age bar. "Considering the pan-
demic situation, which which affected the army
recruitment, the government should have waited
to roll out the scheme," he said.

While, Yash's father Nikam thinks even those
who do not make it to the 25 per cent. "Several
avenues will get opened up for them once they
join the mainstream after four years of service," he
added.Captain Udhaji Nikam (retd), who served
in the army for 10 years, said a question is being

asked what will Agniveers do when they return to
the society as civilians after completing their four-
year service in the armed forces.

"But I am sure that they will not have to go back
to their houses. There are several avenues that will
be available to them afterwards. They will have
opportunities in central armed police as well as
the state police forces. Employment will not be an
issue as soldiers' leadership qualities get devel-
oped in the army," he said.

He added that soldiers in the army never get
specialised training on how to rescue people dur-
ing the floods, but such a situation arises and
when they are deployed on such a mission, their
general training and leadership skills come
handy.He, however, said the scheme was
announced suddenly and came as a shock as the
recruitment process had earlier got affected due to
the pandemic and aspirants were worried about
the age bar. To avoid the present situation the gov-
ernment should have gone slow by first creating

awareness about the scheme.
Vikram Ghadge, who runs an academy for

army aspirants in Apshinge Military, said that all
his students are positive about the scheme men-
tioned PTI that "though there are arguments over
the future of Agniveers after four years, we in our
academy, are preparing the students with an aim
that they will get into the 25 per cent lot who will
be permanently inducted into the army after serv-
ing four years as Agniveer." The Agnipath scheme
for recruitment of soldiers in the three services,
was unveiled by the government on Tuesday. It is
being projected by the government as a major
overhaul of the decades-old selection process to
enhance the youthful profile of the three services.

However, several states, including Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Telangana, have been witnessing violent protests
against the scheme, which envisages recruitment
of soldiers for a short four-year period and retire-
ment of most without pension.

MAHARASHTRA'S 'VILLAGE OF WARRIORS' BACKS AGNIPATH SCHEME, SAYS WILL HELP YOUTH
A village named Apshinge in Maharashtra's Satara has come out in support of the government's new policy to
recruit for armed forces. It is also known as Apshinge Military for its contribution to the armed forces. For gen-
erations, one member from each family is serving Indian armed forces.
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The first Sub-National
Immunisation Day for
2022 for administering

Polio vaccine drops will be
conducted from June 19 in 11
states and UTs, Union Health
Ministry said on Saturday.

The states and UTs for
Polio vaccine campaign will
include Bihar, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and West
Bengal. During the cam-
paign, around 3.9 crore chil-
dren less than 5 years of age
are targeted to be given polio
drops through booth, house-
to-house, mobile and transit
teams. To provide additional
protection to children, the
Union Government has also
introduced the injectable
Inactivated Poliovirus
Vaccine into its routine

immunisation programme.
While India is making

efforts to protect its children
from more and more
Vaccine-Preventable
Diseases (VPDs) by introduc-
ing additional vaccines under
the Universal Immunisation
Program (UIP), it is impor-
tant that all vaccines also
reach every last child in the
country, health ministry said.

The lessons learned and
systems created under the
National Polio Programme
are being used to strengthen
routine immunisation and
achieve more than 90 per
cent full immunisation cover-
age.State Governments and
organisations like WHO,
UNICEF, Rotary International
and other partners have
played a significant role not
only in polio eradication but
also in improving routine
immunisation initiatives, the
Ministry said.

Polio Sub-National Immunisation
day in 11 states, UTs from June 19
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A
t least five people were killed and
36 injured after a mini-truck car-
rying a marriage party over-

turned in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol
district.

Driver of the speedily driven mini-
truck, carrying around 50 people, lost
control over the vehicle at a u-turn, due
to which it overturned late Friday night,
police said.

"Four people died on the spot while
one succumbed to his injuries during

treatment at a hospital. However, the
driver of the vehicle and the groom are
safe," the police added.

"Of the injured, condition of six peo-
ple is critical. The injured are being
treated at the government hospital in
Beohari area. The accident was caused
due to high speed and overloading of
the vehicle," said a police official.

The people were going to Dol village
from Dholar for the wedding ceremony.

A case under relevant sections of
Indian Penal Code and Motor Vehicles

Act was registered against the driver.
Chief Minister  Shivraj Singh

Chouhan has expressed grief over
death of five passengers in an accident
of a marriage procession vehicle in
Shahdol district. Chouhan has paid
tributes to the deceased. Chouhan
directed the Shahdol district adminis-
tration to provide proper treatment to
the citizens injured in the accident and
financial assistance to the affected fam-
ilies. The injured are being treated at
hospitals in Beohari and Shahdol.

CM  Chouhan expresses grief

FIVE DEAD, 36 INJURED IN ROAD
ACCIDENT IN  SHAHDOL

Chief Minister  Shivraj Singh Chouhan has expressed grief over death of five
passengers in an accident of a marriage procession vehicle in Shahdol district.
At least five people were killed and 36 injured after a mini-truck carrying a mar-
riage party overturned in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol district.
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Amid protests over the Centre's
'Agnipath' scheme in several
parts of the country including

BJP ruled Madhya Pradesh,
Congress Rajya Sabha MP Vivek
Tankha on Saturday alleged that the
scheme would wash out the dreams
of young aspirants of defence serv-
ices.

He said that youths prepare for
years and when they were told that
they will get to serve only for four
years and not 16 years, they got agi-
tated. "Why you resorted to such a
step which got them agitated,"
Tankha said, pushing his party's
demand to get this contentious
scheme rolled back.

"Hold debates in parliament,

speak to former generals and con-
sult experts whether this policy is
good for the country or not," he
added.

Tankha alleged that a policy pre-
pared in a single ministry doesn't
make it good if stakeholders and the
country don't approve it, it's a faulty
policy. "Same thing happened with
farm laws," he added.

He also appealed to the aspirants
to do a peaceful protest instead of
resorting to violence, and not van-
dalise public properties. He said the
assets belong to the nation.

Youths staged violent protests in
Gwalior and Indore. They damaged
railway properties, set ablaze vehi-
cles, created mayhem in public
places in Gwalior, Indore and some
other places in Madhya Pradesh on

Thursday and Friday.
In Madhya Pradesh, the protest

was held despite Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan announcing
that 'Agniveers' (those who would
be selected and trained by Indian
forces) would be given preference
in state police services.

As per the state police, around 70
youths have been arrested so far in
Madhya Pradesh in connection with
violence in Gwalior and Indore.
Three cops, including an SI and two
constables were also injured in the
incident.

Earlier on Saturday, in the wake
of growing tension over Agnipath
scheme, the Centre sent a caution
note to all states and Union
Territories (UTs) regarding tackling
the continued agitations.

Congress MP demands debate
in House on Agnipath scheme
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Pragya Thakur has claimed to have
received assassination threat over a
phone call from unidentified caller pos-

ing as an aide of Dawood Ibrahim's brother -
Iqbal Kaskar.

An audio clip has surfaced on social media
where Thakur can be heard having a telephon-
ic conversation with an unidentified caller.
During the conversation, the caller warned
Thakur that she would be assassinated for
allegedly targeting Muslims. In the viral audio
clip in which Thakur talked with the unidenti-
fied caller (as claimed) for one-and-half min-
utes, she kept asking him why she would be
assassinated. "Ok, you want to kill me, but let
me know why you want to kill me?" Thakur is
heard saying in the audio.The caller is heard
saying that he has to inform her and that "you
will get to know soon." Thakur repeated her
question as to why she would be killed, to
which the caller replied: "I am informing in
advance and you will know it soon." Thakur

repeated yet again: "Tell me why you want to
kill me, I want to know." The caller replied: "We
won't leave you. When our man kills, he will
tell you why." "Come and kill me", she said
adding, "If you have guts, then come and show
it."Bhopal police said that an FIR has been reg-
istered against the unidentified caller and fur-
ther investigation is underway. Thakur, who is
popularly known as Sadhvi Pragya had won
the general election against Congress' senior
leader and two time Chief Minister Digvijaya
Singh in 2019. She is also an accused in the
2008 Malegaon bombings where 10 people
were killed and 82 were injured.

Pragya Thakur claims she
received death threat on phone

CLASSIFY THE CANDIDATES
OF RECOGNISED PARTIES IN
OTHER STATES ALSO

Bhopal: Secretary State
Election Commission
Rakesh Singh has directed
all the Collectors and
District Election Officers
that in the allocation of
symbols in the urban body
elections, the candidates of
recognised parties of other
states should also be classi-
fied. 

State parties which are
recognised in other states,
their election symbols have
been reserved on the basis
of their recognition.

Singh has said that along
with election material,
charts of symbols of nation-
al parties and recognised
parties in other states have
been provided to all the dis-
tricts. Accordingly provision
has been made in IEMS for
symbol allocation also.

CCTV CAMERAS
WILL BE
INSTALLED IN
THE TEMPORARY
STRONG ROOMS

Bhopal: State
Election Commission
has directed to install
CCTV cameras in the
temporary strong
rooms set up to keep
the ballot boxes in
the development
blocks where the
counting of votes has
been allowed in the
Panchayat elections.
Instructions have
already been given to
install CCTV cameras
in the permanent
strong rooms set up
for urban body and
panchayat elections.
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To pray for the speedy
recovery of interim
Congress President

Sonia Gandhi, who is
undergoing treatment at
Delhi's Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital for post-Covid
complications, an 11-day
'Mahamrityunjaya
Prarthana' commenced at
the Mahakaleshwar temple
in Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain
on Saturday.

As per the programme,
five priests will chant
'mantras' praying for the
speedy recovery of Sonia
Gandhi over the next 11
days. The prayers began on
Saturday after Madhya
Pradesh Congress

Committee Secretary Ravi
Shukla and ex-MLA
Satyanarayan Patel
requested the
Mahakaleshwar temple
committee on this count.

Temple priest Mahesh
Pujari said, "They
(Congress leaders) came
here and as per the norms
got a receipt issued by the
temple committee for per-
forming the
'Mahamrityunjaya path' for
11 days."

On Friday, senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh had said in a state-
ment that Sonia Gandhi is
currently under observa-
tion for post-Covid issues.

"Congress President
Sonia Gandhi was admit-

ted to Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, New Delhi, on
the afternoon of June 12,
when she developed pro-
fuse bleeding from the
nose following a recent
Covid infection. She was
immediately put under
treatment and underwent a
related follow-up proce-
dure yesterday morning,"
Ramesh had said on
Friday.

"A fungal infection in her
lower respiratory tract was
also detected upon admis-
sion. She is currently being
treated for it along with
other post-Covid symp-
toms. She continues to be
under close observation
and treatment," the state-
ment added.

Prayer for Sonia's speedy recovery
begins at Ujjain temple
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The Madhya Pradesh BJP
on Saturday withdrew
the candidature of a

woman for the upcoming
civic polls after it was found
that her husband was
involved in several criminal
cases against whom the strin-

gent National Security Act had
been invoked earlier.

The BJP had announced
the name of Swati Kashid as
its candidate for Indore's
Ward 56 on Friday, but it was
pulled back a day later.

Her husband Yuvraj Kashid
alias Yuvraj Ustad was arrest-
ed under NSA in 2020 after
the stringent law was invoked
against him by the previous
Congress government, police
said, adding that he is an
accused in murder cases and
other offences. "After the issue
of Swati Kashid's family back-
ground being criminal was
brought to the knowledge of
the party and Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, her
name was withdrawn by fol-
lowing the zero tolerance pol-
icy," said state BJP president
VD Sharma.

BJP Drops Candidate As
Husband Murder Accused

MADHYA PRADESH
BJP PRESIDENT VD
SHARMA SAID "AFTER
THE ISSUE OF CANDI-
DATE'S FAMILY BACK-
GROUND BEING
CRIMINAL, HER NAME
WAS WITHDRAWN
FOLLOWING THE
ZERO-TOLERANCE
POLICY."

SEC JINGLES
WILL BE
BROADCAST 

Bhopal: In order to
make the voters and
candidates aware,
instructions have been
given to the Collectors
and District Election
Officers to broadcast the
jingles prepared by the
State Election
Commission through the
sound devices installed
in the vehicles of the
urban bodies.

Secretary State
Election Commission
Rakesh Singh has said
that jingles can also be
broadcast in cinema
houses, Facebook pages
of urban bodies and
WhatsApp groups.

Chief Minister plants Banyan,
Neem and Parijat saplings

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan along with members of
Vaishno Mahila Utsav Samiti of Bhopal, planted Banyan, Neem and Parijat
saplings in Smart Udyan on Saturday. Chouhan also sought information about
the activities of the committee.The banyan sapling planted today has religious
significance, and in Ayurveda, banyan tree helps in curing many diseases.
Similarly, neem which is rich in antibiotic elements is known as the supreme
medicine. Parijat is also known as Harsingar. It is also a good medicine.

Team Absolute|Ujjain

In a bid to make the city beggar-
free, a survey of beggars will be
conducted on the basis of geo-tag-

ging by Ujjain district administration.
Along with the survey, arrangements
will be made for the rehabilitation of
beggars, their treatment and shelter
for the homeless people in night shel-
ters. These instructions came in the
wake of the meeting held at Brihaspati
Bhawan in the presence of Collector
Ashish Singh including other senior
officials, NGO workers.

Instructions were given that an
intensive campaign should be
launched to make Ujjain city free from
begging, the pioneer reported. During
the meeting, the Collector has
instructed to remove children, adult
and old beggars around the temples
and work with sensitivity in their
rehabilitation.

In addition, the Collector has asked
to take their continuous cooperation
by organizing meetings of social
organizations and media to free Ujjain
city from begging. A proposal has
been sent to the Government of India
for the campaign under the
Government of India's Smile Scheme
(Support for Marginalized Individuals
for Livelihood and Enterprise) for
begging-free state and Ujjain city.

In the meeting, detailed informa-
tion was given about the efforts made
by the NGO to make Indore city beg-
gar-free. It was said in the meeting
that a team of four people would work
in different areas in the city for this
survey and one home guard would be
engaged with them.Counseling and
skill development work will be done
for those who beg while staying in
their own homes. Food and medical
facilities will be provided to the beg-
gars living in the shelter rooms.

Geo-tagging survey of beggars to initiate soon

UJJAIN TO BE MADE 'BEGGAR-FREE' CITY 
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The administration in riot-
scarred Khargone has built a
wall between two colonies that

predominantly house two separate
communities. Local officials justify it
asan "experiment to avert friction."

The brick-and-mortar wall has
been built on a road that earlier con-
nected the Khaskhaswadi and
Zamindar Colonies. "There was pub-
lic demand for the wall," district col-
lector Purshottam Kumar said by
way of an explanation on Friday. "It's
not the only road connecting the
colonies, there are two others. But
youngsters moved on fast vehicles
down this road, often leading to fric-

tion. These disputes had snowballed
into major incidents in the past," he
added. "No one opposed the wall,
except for protests by a few people,"
the collector argued.

Khargone is still limping back to
normalcy after riots broke out on
April 10 on Ram Navami. There is a
stillness about the town after a
month of curfew and other restric-
tions, but no one here can deny the
tension simmering beneath. Minor
flare-ups have kept police on their
toes, and the administration seems
to think building walls is a good
solution. The skirmishes also
prompted the  administration to bar-
ricade certain lanes in mohallas of
Khargone. "We have seen the
change. Tension has ebbed. Peace
established," said the collector.
Khargone SP Dharam Veer Singh
Yadav said the restrictions are tem-
porary. "The wall and barricades are
a temporary mechanism put in place
on a trial-and-error basis, which has
proved to be effective," he said,
adding that movement between
colonies was never blocked. "There
are alternative routes," he said, echo-
ing the collector. But not many agree
with the official stand. Muslim Sadar
Altaf Sheikh, who stays in
Khaskhaswadi, equates the wall to a
'Line of Control.' "It prevents free-
dom of movement. The wall snatch-
es the fundamental rights of peo-
ple," he said.  District BJP media in-
charge Prakash Bhawsar, a resident
of Zamindar Colony, feels other-
wise. "Fear of violence prompted the

construction of the wall. Some peo-
ple were badly injured in the riots
there," he said.

Notwithstanding the different
opinions, the wall is now part of
Khargone's cityscape. Local authori-
ties are trying to smoothen traffic.
Quick reaction teams have been set
up to nip any disputes in the bud.
Kumar referred to a "recent attempt
to give communal colour to a minor
road accident", and said, "We imme-
diately curbed it. We explained to
people that in a city of mixed popu-
lation, there is a high probability
that people of two communities
might collide. The motive or cause
of the fight is not always commu-
nal."Khargone has a long history of
riots, but the April 10 riots were dif-
ferent, Kumar remarked, adding that
most of the disputes and violent
incidents took place between neigh-
bours, who had been living together
for years.

Criminals and perpetrators of vio-
lence have been identified and
made to sign a bond to desist from
creating mischief, say officials.
People from both communities have
be chosen as 'Police Mitra' to help
control flare-ups. Sadbhavana
Samitis formed to maintain
peace.Collector Kumar feels the
underlying tension will soon end.
"The upcoming civic body elections
will play a big role in reducing ten-
sion. Candidates of all parties will
need votes from every section and
they will go to each door for this
with proper gestures," he explained. 

Khargone admin builds a wall
between colonies, says it's for peace
In the Muslim-majority
settlement of
Khasakhwadi in
Khargone, the religious
divide that's prevalent in
the country has taken a
new, quite literal turn.
Here, a reinforced con-
crete wall, about 30ft
wide and 15ft high, is
being constructed to
divide Khasakhwadi
from the 'zamindar'
locality, just one of the
many being put up in
the area.
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Special sessions of yoga will
be held at 75 major places of
the state on the occasion of

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav on June
21, the 8th International Yoga
Day. For this, archaeological sites,
river ghats and famous tourist
places have been selected. Union
ministers will also attend four of
these places.

Among the 4 places where
Union Ministers will take part in the special
sessions of Yoga are, Union Minister for
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra
Singh Tomar in famous archaeological site
Khajuraho, Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Virendra Kumar in
Amarkantak, the origin of Narmada river,
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia at the archaeological site of Gwalior
Fort, and Union Minister of State for Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises, Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma in Buddhist Vihar of
the world famous Sanchi.

This year International Day of Yoga will
be celebrated on the theme "Yoga for
Humanity". Among the 75 places where
special yoga sessions are being held
include, Maharaja Narsingh Mahal in
Sheopur district, Bateshwar temple group
in Morena, Ater Fort in Bhind, Vikram
Mahal, Jahangir Mahal and Manmandir
Complex Gwalior Fort in Gwalior, Pichor
Fort in Shivpuri and Gandhi Bhawan
Shivpuri, Bajranggarh Fort in Guna, Badal
Mahal Chanderi in Ashoknagar, Chhatri of
Maharaja Parikshit at Datia, Sagar Police
Academy at Sagar, Ancient Fort Khurai and

Ancient Fort Malthoun, Damyantigarhi in
Damoh, Rangmahal Palace, Hata and
Nohta Temple, Chhatrasal Park in Panna
District, Khajuraho Kandariya Temple
premises in Chhatarpur, Sun Temple Umri
and Madhkhera in Tikamgarh, Jahangir
Mahal at Nimadi Orchha, ancient Gond fort
Deogarh in Chhindwara, Bilpakeshwar
temple Bilpak in Ratlam, Ranoji Shinde's
Chhatri in Shajapur, Yashwant Rao Holkar
I's Chhatri Bhanpura in Mandsaur, Jiran ki
Garhi in Neemuch, Mahakal temple com-
plex Ramghat in Ujjain and ancient fort
Mahidpur. Special Yoga sessions will be
held in Krishna Bai Holkar's Chhatri in
Indore, Lal Bagh Palace, Lantern Chouraha,
Yashwant Holkar Niwas Road, Durg Dhar
in Dhar district, Jahaz Mahal Complex
Mandu, Shiv Mandir Malwai in Alirajpur
District, Maheshwar Ghat in Khargone
(Narmada Bank), Fort Sendhwa in
Barwani, Gauri Somnath Temple and
Siddhanath Temple in Khandwa, Ancient
Fort at Burhanpur, Siddheshwar Temple
Nemavar Narmada Bank in Dewas, Ancient
Shiva Temple Devphalia in Jhabua, Rani
Kamalapati Palace in Bhopal, Buddhist

Stupa Sanchi in Raisen, Shiv Temple
Bhojpur, Ancient Devi Temple
Salkanpur in Sehore district, Sethani
Ghat Narmada bank in
Hoshangabad district, Bison Lodge
Pachmarhi and Tilak Sendur Temple
Khatama Itarsi, Sankaji ki Chhatri in
Rajgarh district, Harda Teli ki Sarai in
Handia and ancient Gupteshwar
temple in Charuva, Udeshwar Shiva
temple in Vidisha district Udaipur,
Narsingh Temple in Narsinghpur
district, Shanti Smarak Library,

Adegaon Fort in Seoni district, Moti Mahal
Complex Ramnagar and Ancient Gond Fort
in Mandla, Ancient Fort Ramgarh in
Dindori, Ancient Bawdi Hatta in Balaghat
district, Ancient Quila Lanji and Bajrang
Ghat/Moti Garden, Bhedaghat Narmada
bank, Madan Mahal and Chausath Yogini
Temple in Jabalpur, Vijayraghavgarh Fort in
Katni district and ancient Shiva temple
Bilheri, Kankali Temple Antara and Virat
Temple Sohagpur in Shahdol district,
Sitamarhi Pali in Umaria district,
Amarkantak Temple premises in Anuppur,
Rock Carved Caves Mada in Singrauli,
Hargauri Statue Padmadhar Park and
Ancient Garhi Gud in Rewa district and
Gola Math (Ancient Shiva Temple) Maihar
and Chitrakoot Ghats in in Satna
district.Special sessions of yoga will also be
held near the Amrit Sarovars being devel-
oped in the state during the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. On the occasion of International
Yoga Day, maximum participation of peo-
ple in yoga sessions is also being ensured.
Yoga instructors will be specially present in
the group yoga sessions.

8th International Yoga Day

Special sessions of yoga will be held at 75 major places of the state
Union ministers will take part in 4 of these places
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After nearly arriving at a verdict,
the jury in Bill Cosby's civil
trial will have to start their

deliberations over again on
Monday morning. The unusual
twist came at the end of the
second day of deliberations
in Santa Monica Superior
Court, reports 'Variety'.

The plaintiff, Judy Huth,
has sued Cosby for alleged-
ly molesting her at the
Playboy Mansion when she
was 16, in 1975. The jurors
were asked to answer nine
questions, including whether
Cosby sexually molested
Huth, whether she was under
18, whether Cosby had reason
to know that, and how much
damages she should be awarded.

According to 'Variety', at the end of
the day on Friday, the jury informed
Judge Craig Karlan that they had reached
a verdict on eight of the questions. The only
unanswered question pertained to whether Cosby
acted with "malice, oppression or fraud" - which would trig-
ger punitive damages if they answered yes.

'Variety' further states that Karlan at first indicated that he

would accept a partial verdict, but then
changed his mind after a bailiff informed

him that the court building would
close for the day within a few min-

utes. Karlan said he did not have
sufficient time to take the verdict,

and did not want to incur
Sheriff's Department overtime.

Instead, the jurors will
resume deliberations on
Monday morning. But they
will have to start their dis-
cussions all over again --
potentially wiping out the
verdicts on the eight ques-
tions -- because the foreper-
son had to be excused due to

a pre-planned trip. An alter-
nate juror will be seated on

Monday to take her place.
Huth's attorneys wanted the

judge to take the partial verdict, as
it appeared from the way the verdict

form is structured that it would go in
their favor. Cosby's attorney, Jennifer

Bonjean, objected to that, saying that the
same 12 jurors should decide all of the issues

in the case.
The judge did not agree, but in the end, the defence got its

preference because of the clock. Nine of the 12 jurors must
agree to reach a verdict on each issue.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Zoe Saldana

Los Angeles | Agencies

The production team of 'The Late
Show With Stephen Colbert' was
subjected to detention by law

enforcement agencies in the US Capitol
after filming comedy segments for the
said show, reports 'Variety'.

Television network CBS that airs the
show, confirmed that an incident
occured with the Capitol Police while a

production team to support the foul-
mouthed puppet character Triumph the
Insult Comic Dog were on an authorized
location shoot in Congress. As per
'Variety', among the seven people arrest-
ed from the field production team was
Robert Smigel, the writer and comedian
behind Triumph the Insult Comic Dog.

The Capitol Police said in a statement
accessed by 'Variety' that a team was
detained in the Longworth House Office
Building when the group was found
"unescorted and without Congressional
ID, in a sixth-floor hallway."

The statement continued, "The build-
ing was closed to visitors, and these
individuals were determined to be a part
of a group that had been directed by the
USCP to leave the building earlier in the
day. They were charged with Unlawful

Entry. This is an active criminal investi-
gation, and may result in additional
criminal charges after consultation with
the U.S. Attorney." CBS downplayed the
severity of the incident in a matter-of-
fact statement.

"Triumph the Insult Comic Dog was
on-site at the Capitol with a production
team to record interviews for a comedy
segment on behalf of 'The Late Show,' "
CBS said in a statement.

"Their interviews at the Capitol were
authorized and pre-arranged through
Congressional aides of the members
interviewed. After leaving the members'
offices on their last interview of the day,
the production team stayed to film
stand-ups and other final comedy ele-
ments in the halls when they were
detained by Capitol Police."

Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer-songwriter Nick
Jonas is teaming up with
'Topgun: Maverick' star

Glen Powell for a buddy
comedy film 'Foreign
Relations', which will be
directed by Kat Coiro, reports
'Deadline'. Charlie Kesslering
will write the script, and
Elizabeth Banks and Max

Handelman's
Brownstone will be serving as
producers. Coiro directed the
Jennifer Lopez-Owen Wilson
comedy 'Marry Me', and she

is EP
and

director
of the

upcoming
aShe-Hulk:

Attorney At Law' for
Marvel Studios and

Disney +.
Glen Powell was recently

seen as a hotshot pilot in the
Tom Cruise-starrer aTopgun:

Maverick' wherein his char-
acter saves the day for both
Cruise and Miles Teller.
Charlie Kesslering has earlier
worked on 'Turned On'. Nick
and Glenn have earlier
worked together in aScream
Queens'.

UTA and CAA are broker-
ing, and there are streamers
and studios in the mix. Stay
tuned.

NNiicckk
JJoonnaass,,  GGlleenn

PPoowweellll  ttoo  rreeuunniittee

ffoorr  ''FFoorreeiiggnn

RReellaattiioonnss''

Los Angeles | Agencies

Kevin Feige, the president of Marvel
Studios, shared that the character
of Doctor Strange has allowed him

and the studio to expand the entire MCU
as it's one character which is integral to
the cinematic universe. Feige said he
wanted to make Doctor Strange primari-
ly because he represented an entire area
of the Marvel universe that wasn't
explored, "For years we were intrigued
with the idea of making a Doctor Strange
movie because we thought he was a great
character and had a great supporting
cast, but primarily because he represent-
ed an entire area of the Marvel universe
we hadn't explored."

Admitting that Doctor Strange has
helped him expand the entire Marvel
Cinematic Universe into far-flung areas,
Kevin said, "Playing with the Multiverse
in this new Doctor Strange film allows us
to do many things. We see different ver-
sions of characters, go to places that can
be funny, but, more importantly, go to
places that can be scary. The result is a
mind-bending movie with thrilling
sequences."

'Doctor Strange In The Multiverse Of
Madness', directed by Sam Raimi, is cur-
rently streaming on Disney+ Hotstar.

Doctor Strange
helped Kevin Feige to

expand Marvel

Cinematic Universe

Los Angeles | Agencies

Kim Kardashian recently shared new
pictures from her romantic beach get-
away with Pete Davidson. The

Keeping Up With the Kardashians star
shared snaps of swimming pictures which
were clicked beautifully by her better half.
The SKIMS mogul and Pete are spending
quality time in Tahiti. 

Kim shared an album of her travel diary
and we must say these pictures are a treat to
the eyes. In the picture, Pete was seen click-
ing a selfie of himself with Kim with a
breathtaking view. In another picture, Kim
was seen enjoying kayaking. From enjoying
a beach day together to striking poses on
Kayak, both Kim and Pete enjoyed them-

selves to the fullest. She captioned the post,
"Stranded." Fans are going gaga over the
immense love the couple share for each
other. The netizens have flooded the com-
ments sections with emojis. 

One user wrote, "Congrats on finding
someone you can enjoy life
with!"reports,bollywood.life.com.

Kim even called Pete the 'the best photog-
rapher' as she shared a bunch of pictures
and videos on her Instagram stories. Kim
had even shared pictures wherein she
donned a black bikini set and posed for the
pictures. Moreover, the couple even shared
a kiss as they were seen enjoying Kayaking.

On the personal front, Kim was formerly
married to Kanye West and the two are par-
ents to North, Saint, Chicago, and Psalm.

Bill Cosby civil jury almost reaches
verdict but will have to start over

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rafael Nadal has announced his wife
Mery Perello is expecting their first
child. The tennis ace, confirmed the

news at a press conference in Mallorca on
Friday following rumours that she was
pregnant earlier this week. Nadal, who is
taking part in Wimbledon for the first
time in three years later this month, told
reporters: 'If all goes well, I'm going to
be a father. 'I'm not used to talking
about my private life. We live calmer
with a lower profile. I don't expect that
my life will change much with it.'

It was reported earlier this week in the
Spanish tabloids that Mery was pregnant
with their first baby, accord-
ing to magazine Hola! 

The beauty was sport-
ing what appeared to be
a baby bump under her
swimsuit on board the
yacht where she and
Nadal are enjoying a
holiday,reports;daily-
mail.uk.

TTeennnniiss

ssttaarr  RRaaffaaeell

NNaaddaall  CCOONNFFIIRRMMSS

hhiiss  wwiiffee  

MMeerryy  PPeerreelllloo  iiss

pprreeggnnaanntt  

Kim Kardashian-Pete Davidson
dish out couple goals

'The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert'

team faces 
detention for filming

in US Capitol
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BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess

Bangladesh 103 in 32.5 overs and 50/2
vs West Indies 265 (Kraigg Brathwaite
94, Jermaine Blackwood 63; Mehidy
Hasan Miraz 4/59).

IND V SA

India, South Africa eye series victory in
winner-takes-it-all decider
Bengaluru | Agencies

After eight days and four matches, the T20I
series between India and South Africa is all
set for a winner-takes-it-all decider at the

M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on
Sunday.With head coach Rahul Dravid's mantra
of consistency in the playing eleven, giving play-
ers time and making them feel settled in their
positions, India have now started to benefit from
it.After losing in New Delhi and Cuttack, the
Rishabh Pant-led side resisted the temptation of
making any changes to the eleven and with better
execution of plans, registered victories by 47 runs
and by 82 runs in Visakhapatnam and Rajkot
respectively.The hosts will take a lot of heart from
the fact that its bowling attack is finding its groove.
Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal and pacer Harshal
Patel shined in Visakhapatnam with three and
four wickets respectively while in Rajkot, it was

Avesh Khan's turn to get into the wickets column
as the Proteas were bowled out for 87.

On the batting front, Ishan Kishan has been
impactful with the bat in the series while Dinesh
Karthik and Hardik Pandya were impressive at the
back end in Rajkot. Ruturaj Gaikwad, despite a
fifty in Visakhapatnam, would like to get some big
runs, so as Shreyas Iyer.After a useful cameo in
New Delhi, captain Rishabh Pant has failed to
bring out the fireworks which he can produce and
has fallen to wide of off-stump trap all the time in
the series.Though his bowling changes and cap-
taincy picks have been nice.For South Africa, who
quickly took a 2-0 lead in the series, being com-
prehensively outplayed in the last two matches
will cause them concerns ahead of the Bengaluru
decider.With doubts over Temba Bavuma's avail-
ability due to left elbow injury causing him to
retire hurt in Rajkot, the visitors will be fretting
over whether Kagiso Rabada and Wayne Parnell

have recovered from their injuries to play in
Bengaluru.The top-order, despite Quinton de
Kock's return in Rajkot after recovering from wrist
injury, has been shaky while the middle order
hasn't been able to carry the workload after being
chief architects of victories in first two matches.

While the Proteas would want to seal another
series win in India, the hosts have successfully
demonstrated enough firepower in their bounce-
back abilities and, who knows, after taking the
series to a decider, they might even win it. The
stage is set for an enthralling finale to an exciting
series between India and South Africa.

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Rotterdam (Netherlands) | Agencies

The Indian women's hockey
team fought back brilliantly
from a goal deficit twice to
hold champion-elect
Argentina 3-3 in regulation

time of their FIH Hockey Pro League
match before claiming a bonus point by
beating the Las Leonas 2-1 in the shoot-
out here on Saturday. India took an early
lead through Player of the Match
Lalremsiami in the 3rd minute. But
Argentina came back strongly in the sec-
ond quarter to level the score through
Agustina Gorzelany in the 21st minute
before taking lead twice, Gorzelany con-
verting a penalty corner (36th min) and
a penalty stroke (44th min) to complete
a hat-trick and put Argentina in sight of
victory. But Gurjit Kaur converted two
penalty corners in 36th and 50th minute
as India roared back to hold the Tokyo
Olympic Games silver medallists to a 3-3
draw. This was Argentina's third succes-
sive draw in regulation in this tourna-
ment. However, it was India's day as the
team, watched by former coach Sjoerd

Marijne and skipper Rani Rampal from
the stands, rode on two superb saves by
goalkeeper Savita to win the shoot-out
2-1. Only Victoria Granatto was success-
ful for Argentina in the shootout while
Julieta Jankunas, Maria Granatto, Rocio
Sanchez and Agustina Albertarrio failed
in their attempts.

For India, midfielder Neha, in her
100th international match, and Sonika
were successful while Sharmila Devi
and Monika were thwarted by the
Argentine goalkeeper.

India will be taking on Argentina
again on Sunday in the second match of
their double-header at the same venue.

India women beat Argentina
in shoot-out after 3-3 draw

RANJI TROPHY

KARTIKEYA LEADS MADHYA PRADESH TO 174-RUN WIN
OVER BENGAL, SETS UP TITLE CLASH WITH MUMBAI

Bengaluru | Agencies

Kumar Kartikeya Singh
picked up a five-wicket
haul in the semi-final

of Ranji trophy 2021/22 and
led Madhya Pradesh to beat
Bengal by 174 runs and
reach the final of the tourna-
ment for the first time since
1998/99.

Madhya Pradesh will now
take on 41-time champions
Mumbai at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium from
June 22 to 26.

After picking up a six-
wicket haul against Punjab in
the quarter-final last week,
Kartikeya sizzled again in the
second innings of a Ranji
Trophy knockout match this
season, picking 5/67 in 32
overs to bowl out Bengal for
175 in 65.2 overs.

The start of Saturday's pro-
ceedings was delayed due to
overnight rain until the clock
struck 10:45am. Madhya
Pradesh instantly had suc-
cess on the second ball of the
day, with Gaurav Yadav tak-
ing out Anustup Majumdar
on an expansive drive nicked
behind to keeper Himanshu

Mantri.
But Bengal tried to delay

the inevitable through its last
recognised batting pair of
captain Abhimanyu
Easwaran, who top-scored
with 78 and Shahbaz Ahmed
showing resistance with an
unbeaten 22. The duo batted
well for putting a stand of 38
runs for the sixth wicket.

But post-lunch,
Easwaran's stoic resistance
ended when Kartikeya
knocked over his stumps
with a delivery that kept low,
with off-stump uprooted.
Post his fall, Kartikeya and

Gaurav Yadav wiped off the
tail, triggering a collapse
from 135/6 to 175 all out. 

Meanwhile, in the other
semi-final, Mumbai batted
till the declaration happened
at 533/4 in 156 overs, with
Sarfaraz Khan and Shams
Mulani making unbeaten
scores of 59 and 51 respec-
tively. As soon as Mulani got
his fifty, Mumbai and Uttar
Pradesh players shook hands
as the semi-final ended in a
draw.

It meant that Mumbai
sealed their qualification to
the final on the basis on first

innings lead taken in a
drawn affair after bowling
out Uttar Pradesh for 180.

Now the stage is all set for
a grand final in Bengaluru
between Madhya Pradesh,
coached by Chandrakant
Pandit and Mumbai,
coached by Amol
Mazumdar. Mumbai have
lifted the Ranji Trophy eight
times since Madhya Pradesh
last played in the final of the
tournament.

Now, these two teams,
who have been consistent
throughout the tournament,
will face-off against each
other for the coveted silver-
ware.

BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess

Madhya Pradesh 341 and
281 beat Bengal 273 and
175 all out in 65.2 overs
(Abhimanyu Easwaran 78,
Kumar Kartikeya Singh
5/67), by 174 runs.

Mumbai 393 & 533/4 decl
(Yashasvi Jaiswal 181,
Armaan Jaffer 127) drew
with Uttar Pradesh 180,
lead by 746 runs (Mumbai
qualify on first innings lead)

Pranati Nayak wins bronze
in Asian Artistic Gymnastics
Team Absolute|Mumbai

India's Pranati Nayak has
bagged a bronze medal
in the vault section of the

9th Asian Artistic
Gymnastics Championships
in Doha, Qatar. This is
Pranati's second medal in
the Asian Championships,
making her the only Indian
to win two medals in the Continental
Championships.

Pranati, 27, who competed in last
year's Tokyo Olympics, continued to
impress as she came up with scores of
13.400 and 13.367 in the first and sec-
ond vault respectively. She thus fin-
ished with an overall score of 13.367 at
Doha on Friday evening.

With this score, Pranati finished
behind South Korea's Yeo Seo-Jeong
(14.084) and Shoko Miyata (13.884) of
Japan, who claimed gold and silver,
respectively.

This is Pranati's second medal in the
Asian Championships, adding to the

bronze she won in the 2019 edition in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

She thus became the first Indian
gymnast to win two medals in the
Continental Championships. Ashish
Kumar had won a bronze medal in the
floor exercise in 2006 in Surat while
Dipa Karmakar, who finished fourth in
the Rio Olympic Games, claimed a
bronze in 2015 in Hiroshima, Japan,
making it four medals in all in the Asian
Championships. With this, Pranati also
qualified for the World Artistic
Gymnastics Championships to be held
in Liverpool, UK, in October-November
this year.

BRATHWAITE, BLACKWOOD SCORE HALF-CENTURIES
AS WEST INDIES IN COMMAND VS BANGLADESH

North Sound (Antigua) | Agencies

Kraigg Brathwaite scored a patient 94 at the
top while Jermaine Blackwood scored 63 as
the West Indies cemented their advantage

over Bangladesh on Day 2 of the opening Test at
the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Stadium on
Saturday (IST).

Resuming the second day on 95/2 West Indies
were all out for 265 after tea, which gave them a
first innings lead of 162, having dismissed the visi-
tors for 103 on an eventful opening day.

Brathwaite fell six short of what would have
been an 11th Test hundred when he was trapped
leg-before wicket for 94. It was another pivotal
knock this year to follow scores of 55, 160 and 56
not out in the epic series win against England ear-
lier this year.

Vice-captain Jermaine Blackwood stroked 63
and Nkrumah Bonner 33, while Gudakesh Motie,
in his first Test knock, played freely unbeaten 23
off 21 balls but off-spinner Mehidy Hasan, with
4/59, along with seamers Khaled Ahmed (2/59)
and Ebadot Hossain (2/65), combined to bring a
swift end to the West Indies innings.

By the close Bangladesh were reduced to 50/2

as they trail by trailed by 112 with eight wickets
left. With strong support from his fans in the
stands at the Sir Andy Roberts End, fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph was fired up and proved to be an
inspiration with the ball in the evening as he took
both wickets. 

MEDVEDEV SETS UP HALLE
SEMIFINAL AGAINST HOME
FAVOURITE OTTE
Halle (Germany): World
No.1 tennis player Daniil
Medvedev of Russia
overcame the challenge
of Roberto Bautista Agut
of Spain 6-2, 6-4 to set up
a semifinal clash against
home favourite Oscar
Otte in the Terra
Wortmann Open -- an
ATP 500 event -- here.

The 26-year-old
Russian's serve proved a
crucial weapon at key moments in the one-hour, 27-minute
clash. A combination of power and accuracy with his delivery
helped the top seed save all nine break points he faced against
the Spaniard.

The win was Medvedev's first against the Spaniard in four
attempts. Bautista Agut was making his fourth quarterfinal
appearance in Halle and produced some high-class tennis as
he bid to match his semifinal run from 2018, yet he was unable
to convert his break point chances as Medvedev sent down a
barrage of big serves to frequently dig himself out of trouble.

MotoGP 2022: Pecco untouchable
on his way to pole in German GP

Saxony (Germany) |Agencies

The Ducati Team's Francesco
'Pecco' Bagnaia carried his
superb form from MotoGP

free practice into qualifying for
the Liqui Moly Motorrad Grand
Prix Deutschland as he secured
pole position.

The Italian was the only rider
who could get into the 1:19s in Q2
at the Sachsenring -- a 1:19.931,
specifically -- although the front
row was still covered by less than
a tenth of a second, proving just
how close the category is. Yamaha
rider Fabio Quartararo has given
himself a good chance of extend-
ing his World Championship lead
by claiming second on the start-
ing grid for Sunday's race in
Germany, and he will have
Pramac Racing's Johann Zarco

alongside him also.
There were three different

makes in the top four thanks in
part to Aprilia Racing's Aleix
Espargaro, but seven of the
Bologna bullets made it into the
second stanza of qualifying and

six of those got into the top eight.
Fabio Di Giannantonio (Gresini
Racing MotoGP) topped Q1
before claiming fifth in Q2, ahead
of Jack Miller (Ducati Team), Luca
Marini (VR46 Racing Team), and
Jorge Martin (Pramac Racing).

Sathiyan loses to Chinese Taipei star

in WTT Contender Zagreb event
Team Absolute|Mumbai

The sensational run of Indian
paddler Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran in the World

Table Tennis (WTT) Contender
series event at Zagreb, Croatia,
ended in the men's singles quarter-
finals as he lost to Chih-Yuan
Chuang of Chinese Taipei on
Saturday.

Sathiyan, who had defeated
world No. 6 and reigning European
champion Jorgic Darko of Slovakia
to reach the Last 16 earlier in the
event, went down to the Chinese
Taipei player in straight games, losing 7-11, 9-
11, 5-11.Sathiyan had defeated China's Chen
Yuanyu 3-0 (11-9, 11-7, 12-10) in the previous
round. But he found the going tough against
Chih-Yuan Chuang of Chinese Taipei and the
latter controlled the rallies and served well.

Chih-Yuan won seven points on his serve in
the first game as he won easily. But the second

game was a bit closer and the Indian fell short
by just two points. The Chinese Taipei player
did not allow the Indian opponent much
chances as he emerged winner in 25 minutes.

Sathiyan's defeat ends India's campaign in
the WTT Contender Zagreb event as the other
Indian players in the fray had lost in the earlier
rounds.

NADAL SAYS HE IS OPTIMISTIC
ABOUT COMPETING AT
WIMBLEDON

Mallorca:
Spanish tennis stal-
wart Rafael Nadal
has raised hopes
that he will com-
pete at this year's
Wimbledon, saying
his left-foot injury
is showing signs of
improvement, and that he will head to the
United Kingdom soon.

"I'm happy. I haven't limped for a week
and the evolution of training is progressing,"
said the winner of 22 Grand Slams here.

"From day to day the pain has been differ-
ent and that's progress. I have to wait a little.
My intention is to try and play Wimbledon
and this week has told me there is a
chance," added the 36-year-old, who
clinched his 14th title at Roland Garros
recently.Nadal plans to travel to London on
Monday to prepare for the third Grand Slam
of the year.

KARTHIK ONE OF THE BEST FINISHERS

IN THE GAME, SAYS MAHARAJ
Team Absolute|Rajkoti

South Africa vice-captain Keshav Maharaj
lavished praise on veteran India wicket-
keeper-batter Dinesh Karthik for his blis-

tering 27-ball 55 in the fourth T20I at Rajkot,
adding that he is a difficult batter to bowl to as
he looks for runs in unorthodox areas. At 81/4
in 12.5 overs, Karthik bailed India out of trou-
ble with a knock laced with nine fours and
two sixes at a strike rate of 203.7. He was also
involved in a crucial 65-run stand-off off 33
balls with Hardik Pandya to set up India's 82-
run thrashing of South Africa and take the
series to a cracking finale at Bengaluru on
Sunday.

"We saw why he was one of the leading per-
formers in the IPL. He showed his class and
played exceptionally well. He is difficult to
bowl to. He (Karthik) has been in serious form
in the role he is fulfilling. He is certainly one of
the best finishers in the game. He scores in
very unorthodox areas which makes him diffi-
cult to bowl to," said Maharaj after the match.

After South Africa won the first two match-

es, India made a comeback in the five-match
series by winning the next two matches to
take the series in a decider to Bengaluru.



Payal Rohatgi and
Sangram Singh to tie
the knot on July 9
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Payal Rohatgi and her boyfriend Sangram Singh
are to get married in Agra on July 9, the actress
confirmed.

The couple is to have a three-day long big fat wed-
ding at Jaypee Palace in Agra.

As excited as ever, Payal said, "Agra is known for the
Taj Mahal, but there are many Hindu temples in Agra
that we don't know about. I would love to find out
about them. Agra is known for Mughal architecture. I
want people to know Agra for the beauty of Hindu
temples. Our wedding is an opportunity to be rung
together people who unite to achieve greater goals.
That's why we are getting married there."

Adding to that Sangram Singh said, "I met Payal
for the first time on Agra Mathura Road. It was des-
tiny. We are getting married in July at Jaypee
Palace, Agra. The Mehendi, Haldi, Sangeet cere-
monies will take place over three days. We are
getting married as per Hindu custom replete
with all rituals in an age-old temple in Agra in
the presence of our family members."

"Agra is known for being the symbol of love.
Here we choose to be united in a temple with the
deities and elders blessing us," he further added.

The couple plan to hold receptions in Delhi,
Mumbai as well as Haryana post the wedding for
their extended family.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Fans have been yearning
for another chance to
see Ranbir Kapoor's

brilliance on the big screen.
The actor will next be seen
in 'Shamshera,' a historical
action film starring Vaani
Kapoor and Sanjay Dutt.
This is Ranbir's first film
since the release of Sanju in
2018. It's one of the most
eagerly anticipated films of
the year, and now a leaked
poster of the picture is mak-

ing the rounds on the inter-
net, and fans are losing their
minds.

Ranbir Kapoor is seen in a
gruff avatar with long hair
and a beard in the leaked
poster for Shamshera. While
little is known about the plot
of the film, the poster states,
"Karam Se Dacait, Dharam
Se Azaad"The film's first
look depicts the Ae Dil Hai
Mushkil star in a new avatar,
directed by Karan Malhotra.
Fans and critics have praised
Ranbir's performance as

Shamshera, describing it as
"one of the hottest looks
sported by an actor on cine-
ma." Now, a spokesperson
close to the production
house 

issued an official state-
ment about Ranbir's leaked
look and said, "We have
been monitoring this situa-
tion since morning. There
has been a leak and it's quite
unfortunate. Ranbir is com-
ing back to the big screen
after 4 years and we wanted
to guard Ranbir's look till

people see the trailer
because we were aware that
it would be the biggest talk-
ing point. We will now need
to rejig our entire plan in the
run up to the trailer launch.
We should have more
updates to share in the next
two days."

The story is set in the
1800s in India's heartland,
and it takes place in the fic-
tional city of Kaza. The film
will be released in Hindi,
Tamil, and Telugu on July
22nd.

08
Bhopal, Sunday, June 19, 2022

entertainmententertainment
Second Front Page

Owned, Published and  Printed by Yogendra Chaturvedi at P.G. Infrastructure and service Pvt.Ltd, Karond Bhanpur Bypass Road, Bhopal-462037 (MP) and published from 8/1, Malviya Nagar, Bhopal- 462011  Editor - Yogendra Chaturvedi, Advisory Editor- Sarika Chaturvedi, 
Resident Editor- Nagendra Sharma| (*responsible for selection of news under PRB act). RNI. No.  MPENG/2015/69891  Phone No. 0755-3577179, www.absoluteindianews.com, E-mail- absoluteindiadesk@gmail.com,(Bhopal will be the jurisdiction of any dispute.)

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Alaya F

RANBIR KAPOOR'S
LOOK FROM HIS

UPCOMING LEAKS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Ram Charan and Upasana Kamineni, one
of Tollywood's power couples, celebrat-
ed their tenth wedding anniversary on

June 14th this year. On the tenth anniversary
of her marriage to the RRR superstar, the
star's wife shared an emotional message on
Instagram.

She commented, Sharing some snippets of
their lovely anniversary getaway, "Moments,
lessons & relationships to be cherished forev-
er...While We were celebrating 10 years of
togetherness, the most traumatic news of los-
ing an extremely dear friend hit us. We were
truly fortunate to be surrounded by warm &
caring well-wishers to help us cope.
Privileged to have so many safe spaces. Thank
you for making our anniversary so special.
grateful & thankful."

To celebrate their anniversary, Ram Charan
and Upasana Kamineni went on a romantic
vacation. On social media, the actor's better
half shared a lovely romantic photo with the
comment, "So much to be thankful for
@alwaysramcharan."

Upasana Kamineni radiated charm in a
green one-piece, while the Acharya star
looked dashing in a checkered suit and slacks.

Ram Charan's love story appears to be a

fairytale as well. At a sports club in London,
the two met through mutual connections.
These two quickly became close friends. Their
friendship blossomed into a romantic rela-
tionship. Their families already knew each
other and agreed to the alliance right away.
They married on June 14, 2012, after becom-
ing engaged on December 1, 2011.

Upasana Kamineni shared pictures
from the couple's 10th wedding

anniversary celebration

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Ace filmmaker Karan
Johar is an avid social
media user. He is not

only known for his funky
style, but also for having his
selfie game on point.
Recently, his son poked a
fun at him for this thing.

Karan shared an
adorable video on his social
media handle with his son
Yash. In the video, KJo asks Yash, "What don't you like about
dad?" Yash is then seen pouting and he says, "I don't like dad
doing this kind of pose." Karan Johar captioned the post: "I
have been pout shamed."  As soon as he posted the video, sev-
eral celebrities reacted, but it was Kareena Kapoor Khan's
hilarious reaction that caught our attention. Touted to be the
OG pout queen, she replied, "Love you Yash only you can tell
him.....well done beta (sic)." Earlier today Karan Johar was
mapped at the Airport with his kids and mother as they were
jetting off for a family vacation. For the unversed, Karan Johar
welcomed Yash and Roohi via surrogacy in the year 2017.  On
the work front, Karan Johar will soon make an action film. He
is directing Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani, starring Alia Bhatt
and Ranveer Singh in the lead roles. He has also produced
Jugjugg Jeeyo, starring Varun Dhawan, Kiara Advani, Neetu
Kapoor and Anil Kapoor. He is also gearing up for the 7th sea-
son of his chat show Koffee with Karan.

Aakruti Bagla|Mumbai

Kiara Advani is one of the leading actresses in
Bollywood. The versatile actress made her debut in
the film industry with the 2014 film Fugly, and since

then there is no looking back for her.
Currently, the actress is basking in the success of her

horror-comedy Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 which is close to mint-
ing 200 crores. On the other hand, she is also gearing up
for her second outing with Director Raj Mehta, Jugjugg
Jeeyo.

Recently, during a recent media interaction, the actress
opened up about sustaining for 8 years in the industry,
recalled an emotional scene with Neetu Kapoor, why she
resonates with this character the most and much more.

Opening up about how did she manage to sus-
tain herself in the industry despite her first
film not doing well commercially, the
actress said, "So when I debuted in the
industry, it was with a film that did not
do commercially well. But what every-
body told me that is if you are a good
actor, you will sustain and you will
stand the test of time; your commercial
success will not change your journey
since it is not based on blockbuster
hits and stuff. Today, if I look back and
retrospect, I have been appreciated
for my performances. I have also
been blessed to have gotten ver-
satile characters and that too
organically."

Further, while talking
about her experience
shooting with veteran
actress Neetu Kapoor, she
mentioned her favourite
scene with the actress. Kiara
averred, "She is so warm on
set and has a maternal instinct
which makes it very comfortable
as an actor, to do certain intense
scenes. My favourite scene with
Neetu ma'am is a woman-to-

woman conversation one. When we shot
for it, I remember both of us had tears

in our eyes. Even as an audience I
feel, that when you watch this scene,
it will touch you. I can guarantee
you that especially men are going
to be moved by this scene."

Kiara further revealed what was
her takeaway from the film and

why she could resonate with her
character the most. The actress
quipped, "I have taken back a lot from
this film. One of the most important

things I learned is that every relation-
ship has to be nurtured and one

should not easily give up. Also,
this is the character I

could resonate with
the most. Because
her belief is to bal-
ance her family and
career and that's
what young women

strive to do these
days."She further said,

"At the end of the day
women are equally
capable of providing for
their family as much as
they are taking care of
their work. I also feel
that if no one questions
a man, nobody should
question a woman as

well. This is a very
important thing that

comes through this film."
On the work front, apart

from Jugjugg Jeeyo, Kiara has
multiple projects like Govinda
Naam Mera with Vicky Kaushal
and Bhumi Pednekar and ten-
tatively titled, RC15 with Ram
Charan.

Karan Johar trolled 
by son Yash for 

pouting in pictures

KIARA ADVANI ON SUSTAINING FOR 8 YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY

I have been blessed to have
gotten versatile characters
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