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BADRINATH'S WATERFALL A BIG DRAW BECAUSE ITS WATER 'DOESN'T TOUCH SINNERS'
The waterfall stops flowing after coming in contact with a sinner. It may sound unimaginable but it is said to be true.
LEGEND HAS IT THAT EIGHT ELEMENT GODS
'ASHT VASUS' (AGNI, PRITHVI, VAYU,
ANTARIKSHA, ADITYA, DYAUS, SOMA AND
NAKSTRANI) HAVE MEDITATED HERE. THAT'S
THE REASON THE WATERFALL HAS BEEN
NAMED VASUDHARA. TO REACH HERE, THE
DEVOUT AND THE TOURISTS HAVE TO TAKE A
HORSE OR A MULE FROM MANA VILLAGE.
LEGEND HAS IT THAT THE PANDAVAS ALONG
WITH THEIR WIFE DRAUPADI PROCEEDED TO
HEAVEN FROM THIS ROUTE ONLY. IT IS SAID
THAT SAHDEV DIED HERE AND ARJUNA ABANDONED HIS BOW 'GANDIV'.

Smita Chouhan | Chamoli

V

asudhara falls -- one of the
most enchanting place to visit
in Uttarakhand's Badrinath -is believed to be miraculous as
its water does not touch sinners. Uttarakhand is also known as Dev
Bhoomi. Right from its rivers and waterfalls to religious places, everything and
every place has its history, significance
and mystery.
The waterfall is situated at a height of
13,500 feet above the sea level at a distance of 8 km from Badrinath. It falls
from a height of 400 metres and the
falling water appears as pearls. People,
who come here feel like they have

NO THIRD CHANCE FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE MISSED TWO PHASES OF CBSE EXAMS

BE PREPARED
 THE BOARD HAS ALSO PREPARED GUIDELINES REGARDING THE COMPARTMENT
EXAM ELIGIBILITY AND RESULTS FOR THE
BOARD EXAMS. HOWEVER, IF A STUDENT
HAS COMPLETED ONE STAGE OF THE
EXAMINATIONS AND COULD NOT APPEAR
FOR THE SECOND STAGE DUE TO COVID,
SPECIAL METHODS OF EVALUATION CAN BE
MADE AVAILABLE FOR SUCH STUDENTS.
ACCORDING TO CBSE, OPTIONS WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO SUCH STUDENTS AND THEY
WILL NOT BE KEPT IN THE CATEGORY OF
ESSENTIAL REPEAT.

The CBSE introduced a two-term system during the Covid-19 pandemic
period. However, the students who neither appeared in the first term
examinations nor appeared in the second term would not get a third
chance. Even these students will also not be allowed to appear in the
compartment examinations. They have to repeat the same class again
and sit in examinations to be held in the next academic year.
Ganesh Bhatt|New Delhi

T

he Class 10 and 12 second
term board examinations
being conducted by the
Central Board of Secondary
 THE BOARD HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS
Education (CBSE) will continue till
FOR REVALUATION OF THE STUDENTS WHO mid-June and around 35 lakh stuARE DISSATISFIED WITH THE RESULT. AN
dents from across the country have
ONLINE PORTAL WILL BE ACTIVATED FOR
registered for these exams.
THIS. THE PORTAL WILL BE ACTIVE FOR 2-3
It is worth noting that the board
DAYS AFTER THE RELEASE OF THE RESULT. examinations are being conducted
by CBSE in two different phases,
 STUDENTS WILL HAVE TO REGISTER
which comprises 50 per cent sylONLINE BY PAYING A NON-REFUNDABLE
labus in each term. The first stage
REVALUATION FEE OF RS 100 PER QUESwas conducted during the month
TION. IF ANY CHANGE IS FOUND IN THE
of November-December 2021.
MARKS OF THE STUDENTS THEN IT WILL
According to CBSE's controller
ALSO BE REFLECTED IN THE RESULTS.
of examinations Sanyam Bhardwaj,
AFTER REVALUATION, THE RESULT WILL BE in the second phase or term, the
CONSIDERED AS FINAL. AS PER THE BOARD, examinations for Class 10 and 12
NO FURTHER APPEAL AGAINST RE-EVALUA- are being conducted in one shift.
TION WILL BE ENTERTAINED.
Bhardwaj has said that due to
 APART FROM THIS, THE STUDENTS WHO Covid, the board examinations
WANT TO GET A PHOTOCOPY OF THE EVAL- have been divided into two parts.
purpose was that if any one
UATED ANSWER SHEETS WILL BE ABLE TO Its
phase of examinations could not
APPLY ONLINE TO GET A COPY OF THEIR
be taken due to Corona, then the
EVALUATED ANSWER SHEETS. FOR THIS,
results of the students could be
STUDENTS WILL HAVE TO PAY RS 700 PER issued on the basis of the second
SUBJECT AS PROCESSING CHARGE.
phase examinations.

SHIMLA: FOREST FIRE
SPREADS TOWARDS BALIKA
ASHRAM; NO CASUALTIES
Shimla: A fire that
broke out at a forest near the
Himachal Pradesh
capital spread
towards the
Tutikandi Balika
Ashram on Sunday,
officials said,
adding the blaze
has affected an
outdoor portion of
the Ashram.
There was, however, no casualty, as the authorities swung into action by
engaging the fire fighters to control the fire, and also moved 76
girl students and 20 children of the Ashram to a safer place.
Shimla SDM (Urban) Manjit Sharma said the fire was prevented from spreading further in the Ashram, and the blaze
was eventually brought under control.
The fire has been burning in Tara Devi Forest for the last
two weeks. The situation, however, turned tense on Sunday
after the fire began spreading towards the Balika Ashram.
An official said that fire brigades and police personnel were
engaged to bring the blaze under control.
Around 650 cases of pine forest fires have been reported this
summer, more and much bigger than normal, with the area
affected being over 4,500 hectares.
Forest experts say there is a need for more investment in
conservation, scientific management and sustainable use of
pine forest residue that is highly inflammable and can be used
as bio-fuel, an alternative to alleviate dependence on fossil
fuel. Smoke from fires blanketing the skyline of the state capital is a common sight these days, as also in the hills around
Kasauli, Chail, Dharampur, Bilaspur, Kangra, Hamirpur,
Dharamsala and Palampur towns.

In view of the Covid infection,
the CBSE and various state governments have made elaborate
arrangements for these board
examinations. Sanitization drive
and social distancing are being followed in schools before and during
the examination.
The Class 10 exams have started

from April 26 and will conclude on
May 24. Similarly, the Class 12
board examinations will continue
till June 15.
In view of Covid-19 pandemic,
the board has issued special guidelines for the students. Students will
have to follow the Covid protocol
inside the exam centres.

reached heaven.
It is said that even if a drop of water
falls on a person from this waterfall, then
he/she is a pious soul.
Devout people from the country and
abroad visit the place and stand under
the waterfall.
A person becomes healthy if water
from Vasudhara falls on him or her. It is
said that the water of Vasudhara is
enriched with herbs and has medicinal
properties.
The trek for Vasudhara starts from
Mana village. After crossing Saraswati
mandir, this trek gets arduous as the terrain is hard and rocky. That's the reason
that covering a five km distance takes two
hours. The route does not have facilities

No 4th Covid wave in India,
only local spike: ICMR
Avinash Prabhakar | New
Delhi

T

he current spike in the
number of daily
Covid-19 cases in
India cannot be termed as
the fourth wave of the pandemic, Samiran Panda,
Additional Director General
of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR),
told said on Sunday. "Some
surges have been observed
at district levels. This is a
called a blip... Blips are confined to certain geographical regions of the country,"
he said.
While arguing why this is
not the indication of a
fourth wave, Panda gave
four reasons in favour of the
statement. He said that first
of all, the surge has been
found at some local levels
which is due to the testing
ratio.
"Secondly, what we see is
just a blip and we cannot
say that entire states are
under the grip of Covid."
Thirdly, there is no
increase in the hospital
admission across the country, he noted.
And most importantly,
according to Panda, no new
variant has been found yet
which indicates that there is
no fourth wave right now.
While talking about the
positivity rate, he said that
sometimes the rate goes up
because of low testing.

OMICRON BA.4, BA.5 CAN
DODGE IMMUNITY FROM
INFECTION, COVID VAX
New Delhi: Omicron sub variants BA.4 and BA.5
have the ability to avoid immunity induced by both
previous Covid infection and vaccination, according to a new study not yet peer-reviewed.
According to researchers from the Africa Health
Research Institute in South Africa, the findings
could signal a fresh wave of infections by the BA.4
and BA.5, Bloomberg reported.
In a series of tweets, Tulio de Oliveira, Director of
CERI, revealed that "BA.4 and BA.5 are distinct
from other Omicron lineages . BA.4 and BA.5 are
estimated to have originated in mid-December
2021 and early January 2022, respectively."
The findings showed an almost eight-fold drop in
neutralising antibody production when tested
against the BA.4 and BA.5 sublineages, the
Bloomberg report said. Samples from people who
were vaccinated showed about a threefold
decrease, according to the study.

Great Indian Bustard numbers
continue to decline
IN 2018 COUNT, THERE WERE ONLY
150 GIBS LEFT IN THE COUNTRY, 122
OF THEM IN THE JAISALMER AREA IN
RAJASTHAN. THE REMAINING 28
WERE SIGHTED IN GUJARAT,
MAHARASHTRA, AND KARNATAKA.
HOWEVER, WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONISTS HAVE CLAIMED THAT THE
NUMBER OF GIBS IS BELOW 100 AS
OF 2022 IN THE WILD.

The Great Indian Bustard (GIB), or Ardeotis nigriceps, is
listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 and as 'Critically Endangered' on the IUCN Red List
and the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016). A large
bird of about 1 metre height, the GIB has a wing span of
almost 2 metres with the adult weighing between 15-18 kg.

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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f the less than 100 remaining
Great Indian Bustard, yet another
has died. It died of collision with
a power line in Jaisalmer in Rajasthan,
the home territory of this large, fascinating bird.
Incidentally, the death of this "critically endangered" bird three days ago
comes exactly a year after the Supreme
Court had, in April 2021, directed the
power firms and the government to lay
underground wires for all new power
projects in Rajasthan and go for diverters for existing lines.
Earlier, hearing a case filed in 2019 by
a conservationist, even the National
Green Tribunal had on December 23,
2020 ordered all power transmission
lines to go underground, especially for
the then upcoming renewable power
projects in identified habitats of the GIB
in Rajasthan. At that time, disposing of
the case, it had also asked the Union

GARUDA DRONE TO DELIVER
SWIGGY GROCERY PARCELS
IN BENGALURU
Chennai|Agencies

T

Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Ministry to install bird diverters
on "existing solar and wind power lines."
The Ministry had claimed that it was
impressed upon by the Ministry of
Renewable Energy that the main areas
of conservation of GIB in western
Rajasthan overlaps with one of the main
renewable energy hubs of the country

and ultimately, had submitted details of
the major works done under the project
'Habitat Improvement and Conservation
Breeding of Great Indian Bustard - an
integrated approach'.
But with any considerable results and
actions on the ground, the death of the
latest GIB has led to further anger
among the conservation circles.

he drones of startup Garuda Aerospace will soon
start delivering grocery packages in Bengaluru for
food and grocery player Bundl Technologies Pvt Ltd
known by its brand Swiggy.
The city based Garuda Aerospace is a drone-as-a-service
provider. "This is a pilot project started by Swiggy. We plan
to start the pilot during the first week of May," Agnishwar
Jayaprakash, Founder & CEO, Garuda Aerospace, told
reporter. According to him, the drones will carry the grocery packs from the seller-run 'dark stores' and from a store
to a common middle point - drone port- where the Swiggy
delivery person will pick up the packet and deliver to the
end customer. The common middle point is the responsibility of Swiggy and it will give the addresses, Jayaprakash
said. Swiggy in a blog post 'Swiggy Bytes' had said the pilot
will be done in two tranches, the first one in Bengaluru by
Garuda Aerospace and in Delhi-NCR by Skyeair Mobility.
The second phase will be done soon after studying the
learnings from the pilot by ANRA-TechEagle Consortia and
Marut Dronetech Pvt Ltd.
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INDIA CALLS FOR CESSATION OF HOSTILITY IN
UKRAINE AHEAD OF MODI'S EUROPE VISIT
Team Absolute|New Delhi

s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi began
a three day tour of
Europe, India on Sunday
once again called for cessation of hostility in Ukraine
and to resolving the conflict
by means of dialogue and
diplomacy.
In a special briefing on
Sunday, newly-appointed
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra underlined
India's position on Ukraine.
"Our position on Ukraine
has been clear. First, there
should be a cessation of hostilities; second, a solution
must be found out through
dialogue and diplomacy," he
said, adding India's view has
been known clearly to various countries.
PM Modi on Sunday
began his three day visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France amid the ongoing crisis in Ukraine that entered its
67th day.
The Foreign Secretary said
the Prime Minister's visit is
to expand India's bilateral

A

BJP leader moves PIL seeking uniform
education system upto Class 12
Team Absolute|New Delhi

JP leader and lawyer Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay has moved a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
in Delhi High Court, seeking directions from the Centre for a uniform
education system, common syllabus,
and common curriculum in the
mother language, up to Class 12 for
all students in the country.
The plea also contended that "different syllabus and curriculum by
CBSE, ISCE and state Board is arbitrary and contrary to Articles 14, 15,
16, 21, 21A, 38, 39, 46.
Upadhyay told IANS that the plea
-- the most important PIL in his life,
was listed in the court for Monday's
hearing.
According to the plea, the syllabus
and curriculum is common for all
entrance examinations viz. JEE, BITSAT, NEET, MAT, NET, NDA, CUCET, CLAT, AILET, SET, KVPY, NEST,
PO, SCRA, NIFT, AIEED, NATA,
CEPT etc.
"But, syllabus and curriculum of
CBSE, ICSE and State Board is totally
different. Thus, students don't get
equal opportunity in spirit of Articles

B
relations with them in the
areas of clean energy,trade
and investment, digital technology, and defence sector.
Responding to a question
whether the Ukraine crisis
will figure in Modi's talks
with the European leaders,
Kwatra said: "When the
Prime Minister interfaces
with the leaders, naturally
issues of regional and global
importance would also figure
in the discussions."
He also said that the discussions on energy security
will be one of the key areas of
discussion during PM Modi's
visit as it has assumed

greater significance in the
current global circumstances.
About the changing elements of energy security,
and its impact on developing
countries like India, he also
said: "I am sure this would
constitute one of the elements in the overall discussions during PM Modi's visit
to the three nations."
So far, India has not publicly condemned the Russian
attack on Ukraine and has
been calling for the resolution of the conflict through
dialogue and diplomacy.

Gold worth Rs.89.74 lakh
seized at Hyderabad airport
C
HYDERABAD | Agencies

passenger who had concealed gold
in paste form inside rectum was
apprehended. The customs officials had recovered 975.16 grams of
gold in paste form valued at
Rs.50.70 lakh which he had concealed in rectum. The passenger
had reached Hyderabad from
Imphal.
On January 11, 1.48 kg gold valued at Rs 72.80 lakh was seized
from three women passengers who
arrived from Dubai. One of them
had concealed gold in her rectum.
In the last week of December last
year, Customs officials had recovered 1.19 kg gold valued at Rs 59.23
lakh from a passenger who had
concealed it in his rectum. The
male passenger had arrived from
Dubai.

ustoms officials at Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
seized 1,680 grams of gold,
valued at Rs. 89.74 lakhs from two
passengers on Sunday.
The gold was concealed in the
rectum of the passengers, Customs
officials said.
Both the male passengers
arrived by flight 6E1714 from Doha.
The officials said they acted based
on intelligence and detected and
seized the contraband.
This is the latest in a series of
cases detected at Hyderabad airport in which passengers were
found concealing gold in their rectum.
On February 22, a domestic air

Teenaged girl dies, 31 ill of food
poisoning in Kerala's Kasargod
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM | Agencies

NOIDA MALL BRAWL: FOOTAGE
SHOWS VICTIM BEING ASSAULTED
BY BOUNCERS
Noida: The CCTV footage of a Noida
mall bar, where a 30-year-customer was
beaten to death by staff and bouncers on
April 25, shows that a heated argument
had taken place before the shocking
incident.
The footages show that Brijesh Rai
was trying to click photos and record a
video at Garden Galleria's Lost Lemons
Bar after a spat over the bill, which led to
the argument. Rai resisted the bar
bouncers when they tried to stop him
and soon they started beating him.All
the bouncers could be seen joining in
beating Rai, who was with his friends.Rai
fell on the ground but bouncers and
other staff kept on beating him. He sustained severe injuries and subsequently
died.A murder case was lodged by the
Noida police and so far they have arrested seven persons in this connection.
Two accused are on the still on the run.

don't want One Nation-One Syllabus
and Book Mafias do not want
NCERT books in all schools. That's
why Uniform Education System up
to 12th standard has not been implemented yet," it stated.
The petitioner submitted that the

Woman tied to electric pole
and thrashed in Bihar's Rohtas
PATNA | Agencies

A

mother of three children in Bihar's
Rohtas district was tied to an electricity
pole and beaten mercilessly by several
people, including her husband, for allegedly
having an illicit relationship, police said on
Sunday.
The incident was reported from Sidhpur
village under Chenari police station on Friday
night. Police managed to arrest five accused,
including her husband.
According to police, the victim's husband
and in-laws suspected that she has a physical
relationship with another man.
"As soon as we received the information
about the incident, we went there and rescued the victim. We have also arrested 5 persons in this connection. The victim is currently admitted in the common health center in
Chenari," Chenari SHO Nirmal Kumar said.
The accused are identified as Dipak Ram,

He said that the government will take steps
to ensure that quality food is provided to the
consumers at hotels and said that stringent
action will be taken against erring hoteliers
who are functioning without a license and
failing to provide quality and healthy food to
consumers.

husband of the victim, Shiv Pujan Ram, alias
Chirkut Ram, Kedar Ram, Dhirendra Ram,
and Narendra Ram.

YOGI GOVT TO DEVELOP MAHABHARATA CIRCUIT IN UP
LUCKNOW | Agencies
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16-year-old girl died after eating a
chicken item from a hotel in Kerala's
Kasargod, while 31 others, who had
consumed food from the same restaurant on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, were admitted
to various hospitals in the district with food
poisoning symptoms, officials said.
The girl, identified as Devananda of
Karivellur in Kannur district, had eaten a
'chicken shawarma' on Friday from the'Idea
Food Point' at Neeleswaram in Kasargod.
State Food and Civil Supplies Department,
in a statement, said that the hotel, functioning
without proper license from the department,
has been sealed and the District Collector
directed to conduct an investigation.
State Health Minister Veena George has
ordered a comprehensive inquiry into the
incident.
Senior CPI-M leader and Urban Affairs and
Excise Minister M.V. Govindan told reporter
that the government will conduct an investigation in all food outlets across the state.
"... government will not allow such things to
happen in the state of Kerala."

14-16. Education Mafias are very
powerful and have a very strong syndicate. They influence rules regulations policies & examinations.
"The bitter truth is that School
Mafias don't want One Nation-One
Education Board, Coaching Mafias

present education system is not only
dividing the society among EWS BPL
MIG HIG Elite Class but also against
'socialism secularism fraternity unity
and integrity of the nation'.
Moreover, it doesn't provide equal
opportunity to all students as the syllabus-curriculum of CBSE, ICSE &
State Board is totally different.
He stated that 'Right to Education'
implies 'Right to Equal Education'
and it is the most important fundamental right as other rights are
meaningless without implementing
it effectively.The plea stated common syllabus and common curriculum in mother language will not only
achieve the code of a common culture, removal of disparity and depletion of discriminatory values in
human relations but also enhance
virtues and improve quality of life,
elevate thoughts, which advance
constitutional goal of equal society.It
can be implemented by forming a
'National Education Council' on the
lines of GST Council with Union
Education Minister as Chairman and
state Education Ministers as
Member.

he Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh has embarked upon a mission to
tap the immense tourism potential of its
abundant historical heritage sites in the state dating from the Mahabharata period to the struggle
for independence.
The government is developing the
Mahabharata Circuit and Bundelkhand as part of
this mission.
Its purpose is also to increase people's awareness of the state's rich historical heritage and
remind them of the lost and forgotten saga of its
heroes such as Rani Laxmibai and Maharaja
Suheldev.
According to principal secretary, tourism,
Mukesh Meshram, efforts are being made to
improve infrastructure and other facilities for
tourists in a phase-wise manner at all the significant historical sites as pledged in BJP's 2022 poll
manifesto for the convenience and safety of
tourists.
The Yogi government is also trying to promote
the sites as brands in order to attract visitors, he
added.
"Work is underway to build a grand bronze
statue of Maharaja Suheldev riding a 40 feet high

horse in Bahraich at the cost of about Rs 45 crore.
Similarly, the preparation of the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) for the proposed Light and Sound
Show at Maharaja Bijli Pasi Fort in Lucknow is in

progress," Meshram said.
The Yogi government aims at carrying forward
its 2018 policy to develop places of historical significance in Bundelkhand and Mahabharata circuits.
The land of Bundelkhand is synonymous with
bravery and culture in itself. In this arid area, the
beautiful pond at Charkhari (Mahoba) built by
the Chandel Dynasty, which never dries up, is a
major attraction for tourists. Similarly, Kalinjar
Fort at Banda as well as heritage sites in Jhansi,
Deogarh and Lalitpur continue to be the main
centres of attraction for domestic and foreign
tourists.
Besides, the Chunar Fort in Mirzapur district,
the origin of the popular stories of Chandrakanta,
which was built by King Vikramaditya of Ujjain in
memory of his brother Bharthari in the 16th century, is also a major attraction for tourists while
Hastinapur, Kampilya (Farrukhabad), Barnwa
(Baghpat), Mathura, Kaushambhi, Gonda and
Ahichchhatra remind people of the Mahabharata
period.
The state government is working on construction of the memorial of Chhatrapati Shivaji in
Agra apart from developing Maharaja Bijli Pasi
Fort in Lucknow as a world-class tourist destination.

Kejriwal must visit RSS headquarters Woman gang raped at
in Nagpur to learn nationalism: BJP MP Andhra railway station
A
AMARAVATI | Agencies

 BJP LOK SABHA MEMBER
PARVESH VERMA ON
SUNDAY SAID THAT DELHI
CHIEF MINISTER ARVIND
KEJRIWAL MUST VISIT
RSS HEADQUARTERS IN
NAGPUR TO LEARN
NATIONALISM.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

V

erma's reaction came in wake
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay
Singh remark that the Kejriwal's party
intends to start 10,000 'shakas' like
RSS in Uttar Pradesh to educate people against BJP's policy of divide and
rule.
The Lok Sabha Member from West
Delhi said that just by holding a tricolour one cannot become a nationalist. "I invite Kejriwal to visit the RSS
office in Jhandewalan in the national
capital and headquarters in Nagpur.
He (Kejriwal) must also attend RSS's
first, second and third year course to
learn about nationalism as one cannot become nationalist just by holding a tricolor. If Kejriwal follows RSS

in true spirit, he will be a good
human being," Verma said.
Questioning the Kejriwal's nationalism, Verma said: "Nationalism must
be in our heart and mind. We know
how nationalist he (Kejriwal) is. He
raises questions on surgical strikes,
opposes 'The Kashmir Files', what
about riots that happened under his

government in Delhi and Patiala,
Punjab." Verma alleged that this fake
nationalism of AAP and Kejriwal after
their electoral performance in four
states - Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Goa and Manipur.
Hitting out on the AAP for the violence in Patiala, Verma further
alleged that AAP had received funds

from supporters of Khalistan and
Canada during Punjab Assembly
polls."Khalistan supporters did not
consider Bhagwant Mann as chief
minister of Punjab and took Punjab
police for granted the way they were
rioting. Revival of Khalistani forces
will be a great danger to the country,"
Verma said.

25-year-old woman
was gang raped by
three men after thrashing her husband at the
Repalle Railway Station in
Andhra Pradesh's Bapatla
district on Sunday.
A migrant labourer, who
was asleep at the railway station along with her husband,
was sexually assaulted by
three unidentified men.
The couple who arrived at
the station was sleeping at
the platform as they did not
get a bus to Avanigadda
where they were going for
some work.
According to police the
victim along with her husband and their three children
came to Guntur for mason
work for three days.
Late Saturday night, they
arrived at the station on
board the Guntur-Repalle
passenger train.
At about 1 a.m. when they
were asleep, the three
accused came, woke up the
husband of the victim, took
him by the side and beat him

up. When his wife intervened, two of them took her
to nearby bushes where they
raped her.
The victim's husband went
to Repalle Police station with
the help of locals and lodged
a complaint. Police personnel searched the area and
found the victim in the bushes. She told police that the
two persons sexually assaulted her.On a complaint by the
couple, police registered a
case and took up investigation. The victim and her
injured husband were shifted
to a hospital. Police constitut-

ed search teams and took up
vehicle checking at all the
outgoing routes from Repalle.
Minister for Health and
Family Welfare V. Rajini said
police have arrested three
accused. She spoke to the
district SP about the incident.
She said Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy has
expressed his anguish over
the incident.
The Minister said the government will take all possible
steps to ensure harshest punishment to the offenders. She
also assured all support to
the victim.
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madhya pradesh
AFTER RAM NAVAMI VIOLENCE,
CURFEW FOR EID IN KHARGONE
locality. A man has been arrested for
shooting the senior police officer. More
than 150 people were arrested in connection with 64 cases of communal violence filed across Khargone.
Following the violence, the state government had ordered the authorities to
take precautionary measures ahead of
the coming festivals. Besides Eid, the list
included Dr BR Ambedkar's birth
anniversary, Mahavir Jayanti, Good
Friday and Hanuman Jayanti.
"Several festivals are to be observed
in the coming days. In view of this, all
districts of Madhya Pradesh are on alert.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has instructed all ministers in-charge of
districts to keep a watch on the situation in their respective areas as a precautionary measure," Home Minister
Narottam Mishra had said.

will be under curfew, the district
administration has said.
"Complete curfew will be imposed in
the Khargone on May 2 and May 3. Eid
prayers to be offered at home," said
Summer Singh, the Additional District
Magistrate of Khargone. On these days,
shops will remain open and students
going for exams will be given a pass, he
added."Also, no event on Akshaya
Tritiya and Parshuram Jayanti will be
allowed to be organised in the district,"
Singh said. 24 people were injured in
Khargone on April 10 when two groups
clashed during a Ram Navami procession. A man was killed during the communal clashes and Superintendent of
Police Siddharth Chaudhary was shot
at. Five people have been arrested in
connection with the murder of Ibris
Khan in Anand Nagar-Kapas Mandi

 "COMPLETE CURFEW WILL
BE IMPOSED IN THE
KHARGONE ON MAY 2 AND
MAY 3. EID PRAYERS TO BE
OFFERED AT HOME," SAID
SUMMER SINGH, THE
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT
MAGISTRATE OF KHARGONE.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

omplete curfew has been declared
during Eid in Khargone, Madhya
Pradesh, which saw communal
violence during Ram Navami last
month. Eid is likely to be celebrated on
Monday or Tuesday. Both of these days

Cash Stash, Jewellery Worth Crores Found CM CHOUHAN VISITS
At Scientist's Residence In Satna
CHAMPALALS HOME

During the raid that was conducted at junior scientist residence in
Satna, assets worth crores have been recovered.
Team Absolute |Satna

fter a complaint was filed that a junior scientist in Pollution Control
Board in Madhya Pradesh possessed unaccountable assets, the ECIW
filed an FIR and on the orders of the court,
raided his residence on Sunday. As soon
as the ECIW team reached the doorstep of
the junior scientist, identified as Sushil
Kumar Mishra, to conduct raids, seeing
them, he got dizzy and fell down. During
the raid that was conducted thereafter,
assets worth crores have been recovered.
"During the raids, we have recovered Rs
30 lakh cash, jewellery worth Rs 10 lakh,
the valuation of which is still going on. 7
vehicles of which 4 are four-wheelersMahindra SUV, Scorpio, Indigo, tractor.
Also, more than 15 property documents
have been found, of which the biggest is

A

the registry of a 7 acre farm house in
Bijatha. Moreover, there is also papers of
registry of property in Badhkar, Ghudan,
Amoda among others," an official of the
ECIW informed.
The official further informed, "Not just
that, we have gathered information of various bank accounts, Post Office accounts,
LIC accounts... We are trying to gather
inform about the lockers."
The ECIW informed that Mishra was
living a very lavish life despite being promoted to the position of a junior scientist
just recently. "Before this, he was the lab
assitant. His salary was estimated to be
below 50 lakh (per annum), and the assets
that have been recovered are his", the
ECIW official informed, adding that the
investigation is going on, and further
action would be taken on the basis of the
new information that will be gathered.

CM CHOUHAN
EXPRESSES GRIEF OVER
THE PASSING AWAY OF
KHALIQ AHMED
Bhopal: Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has
expressed profound
grief over the passing
away of senior photographer Khaliq Ahmed.
He prayed to God to
give peace to the
departed soul and
strength to his family
to bear this loss.Khaliq
Ahmed retired from
the Directorate of
Public Relations. He
gave his services for a
long time at Raj
Bhavan and Chief
Minister Press Cell.
During his long service, he also made many
achievements in the
field of photography.
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adhya Pradesh Minister OPS
Bhadoria on Saturday
claimed that senior

Congress leader Kamal Nath saw
his former party colleague
JyotiradityaScindia as a threat
and "conspired" to get him
defeated in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections.
Scindia, contested from the
Guna seat in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections on a Congress ticket
and was defeated by KP Yadav by
a margin of over 1.25 lakh votes.
He, however, severed his
decade-long ties with Congress
and joined the BJP in 2020 with
22 loyalist MLAs paving the way
for the collapse of the Kamal
Nath-led government in Madhya
Pradesh.

I

n order to avoid getting a
heat stroke, one must
keep drinking enough
water even if we are not
thirsty. Lemon water, buttermilk, lassi, juice and ORS
solution keeps the body well
hydrated. Eat fruits and vegetables with high water content like watermelon, musk
melon, orange, grapes,
pineapple, cucumber etc.
Carry a water bottle with you
when leaving home.
When leaving the house,
cover your head with a cap,
dupatta, umbrella, gamchha
or any other cloth, avoid
coming in direct sunlight. If it
is not necessary to go out,
stay at home and do your

essential work in the morning and evening if possible.
Keep an eye on the temperature through TV, radio, newspaper etc.Doors and windows of the house, which are
under the influence of direct
sunlight should be kept
closed with curtains. Open
them at night for fresh air.
Keep doors and windows
open while cooking.Children,
pregnant women, mental
patients, people suffering
from serious diseases, blood
pressure, heart disease etc.
should be extra careful.
Normally the body temperature is 36.4 °C to 37.2 °C. In
case of heatstroke there is a
rise in body temperature,
heat rashes, swelling of
hands and feet and ankles,

Congress leader Ajay Singh sentenced till
the end of the court, also fined 10 thousand
 Senior Congress
leader Ajay Singh has
been convicted by
the court in the
defamation case of
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan's wife
Sadhna Singh
Chouhan. The court
has ordered Ajay
Singh to stand till the
court rises and pay
Rs 10,000 as compensation.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

enior Congress leader
Ajay Singh has been
convicted by the court in
the defamation case of Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's wife Sadhna
Singh Chouhan. The court
has ordered Ajay Singh to

S

Team Absolute |Jhabua

JP MP Guman Singh Damor on
Sunday said he had been organising "delisting" rallies across
Madhya Pradesh for the past few days
seeking that tribals who convert to any
other religion must not be given reservations mandated for Scheduled Tribes.
The Lok Sabha MP from RatlamJhabua constituency, himself a tribal,
said Article 342 of the Constitution
speaks of reservations for STs but is
silent on those (tribals) who convert to
other religions, while Article 341 of the
Constitution is clear that members of
Scheduled Caste communities will be
deprived of reservations if they convert.
"We have been organising delisting
rallies in all tribal-dominated districts,
including 22 such districts of Madhya
Pradesh. Our demand is that any ST

B

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan reached the home
of Champalal Mehra in Mogra village of Rehti tehsil of Sehore district
on Sunday. He inquired about the
well being of the family and
received information about the
plans. He showered caress on the
children and posed for photos with
the family. Chief Minister Chouhan
inspired the children to work hard
in studies and move ahead.

While speaking to media yesterday, Bhadoria said, "Congress
is afraid of Scindia ji. Congress is
in panic. Nath hatched a conspiracy to defeat Scindia ji (in 2019
Lok Sabha polls) because he was
a big challenge to Nath."
When asked about the claim,
Kamal Nath rebuffed it saying,
"The BJP candidate had defeated
him (Scindia) at that time. So, it is
now an internal matter of the BJP.
I don't want to comment on this."
MP Congress spokesperson
Narendra Saluja, who is also
Nath's media coordinator, asked
why Bhadoria was silent on this
issue for the past three years.

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER TO AVOID HEAT STROKE
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Defamation case of CM's wife Sadhna Singh:

fainting, muscle spasms, etc..
Heat stroke can put heart,
respiratory and kidney
patients in trouble.
If you have come from the
sun and experience dizziness, unconscious, nausea,
vomiting, headache, rapid
thirst, and rapid heartbeat,
get to a cool place immediately and start drinking cold
beverages. Avoid drinking
tea, coffee, soft drinks and
beverages that contain high
amounts of sugar. These substances reduce water content
in the body and cause stomach cramps. Avoid eating
stale food. Maximum water
intake is the best solution. If
the problem persists for more
than an hour, seek medical
advice.

stand till the court rises and
pay Rs 10,000 as compensation. Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan along with
wife Sadhna Singh had filed a
defamation case in Bhopal
court. In this, Ajay Singh had
accused Shivraj Singh and his
family of sand mining in the
public meetings of Sagar,
Damoh and Khargone. Along
with this, while making a personal comment on his wife
Sadhna Singh, he was
involved in the Vyapam
scam. Also, while commenting against him, it was said
that there is a note counting
machine in CM House. After
this Shivraj Singh Chauhan
and his wife Sadhna Singh
filed a defamation claim of Rs
1 crore in the court.
A special court set up to
hear MP-MLA cases, the
court of Judicial Magistrate

Vidhan Maheshwari, sentenced Ajay Singh on
Saturday. Ajay Singh argued
in his defence, but the court
did not accept him.
Notably, Ajay Singh made
objectionable remarks on
Shivraj Singh and his wife
Sadhna Singh while addressing a public meeting in Sagar
on 9 May 2013. After this, in
Khargone, Ajay Singh told
Sadhna Singh to be a note
counting machine. After this,
the court had registered a
case on the petition of Shivraj
and his wife. In this Shivraj
Singh Chauhan had also
recorded his statement. In
which he had accused of
making unfounded allegations. Ajay Singh got bail in
this case in July 2014. In 2016,
the district court framed
charges against Ajay Singh.

BJP MP starts campaign seeking withdrawal
of quota benefits of tribal converts

Kamal Nath saw Scindia as a threat, conspired to get him
defeated in 2019 LS polls: Madhya Pradesh minister
 MP CONGRESS
SPOKESPERSON
NARENDRA SALUJA, WHO
IS ALSO KAMAL NATH'S
MEDIA COORDINATOR,
ASKED WHY BHADORIA
WAS SILENT ON THIS
ISSUE FOR THE PAST
THREE YEARS.
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He also mocked Scindia and
said the latter was defeated
despite claiming that his family
had ties with the people of Guna
for 300 years.
"Scindia was defeated because
of feudal arrogance. The minister
(Bhadoria) is insulting voters as
well as the BJP Lok Sabha member from Guna KP Yadav by making such a statement," Saluja said.
KP Yadav, once considered a
close aide of Scindia, fell out with
the latter over an Assembly poll
ticket from Mungaoli in Ashok
Nagar, and went on to defeat the
Gwalior royal in the 2019 general
polls after joining the BJP.

who converts to another religion should
be deprived of reservation benefits (in
government jobs and admission)," he
said.
"I have held three rallies in Jhabua,
Alirajpur and Ratlam to create public
awareness about delisting such people
who are enjoying reservation benefits
even after religious conversion," Damor
added.The aim was to create awareness
so that laws to this effect can be be
passed in the Parliament, adding that
similar "delisting" efforts were made in
1970 but in vain.
Hitting back, state Youth Congress
chief Vikrant Bhuria tweeted a clipped
video of Damor and said the latter
should be "ashamed as he himself is an
MP from an ST reserved seat".
Bhuria demanded that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and MP Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan clarify their

stands on this statement, adding that
Damor's move was making it clear that
"the BJP's love for tribals and the
deprived classes was just a gimmick".
After several others tweeted the
clipped video uploaded by Bhuria,
Damor, who shared the video in in its
entirety, threatened legal action.
Reacting to Damor's statements,
Jhabua Christian Diocese public relation
officer Rocky Shah said some people
wanted to achieve their vested interests
by linking this "delisting" campaign to
Christians.
"This is a conspiracy against not only
those tribal people who are Christians
but also against those who are following
other religions. There are Constitutional
provisions under which tribals have
been given reservations and he or she
cannot be deprived of it for following
any other religion," Shah added.

CHIEF MINISTER PLANTED MOULSHREE AND
GULMOHAR SAPLINGS
Bhopal:Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted Moulshree and Gulmohar saplings in the
Smart City Garden. Members of Nupur Kunj Society
of Bhopal, Nitesh Jain, Kumudni Sharma, Hemant
Padode, Sanjay Khoshal and Richa Jain also planted
saplings.Special arrangements are made by the
members of the society on every Sunday for the management of waste by cleaning their living area.
Arrangements for cool drinking water have been
made for the common people and passers-by. The
society organises a special programme of plantation
every month in both its gardens and a fountain has
also been installed for beautification. The members
of the society provide full cooperation in the sanitary
work of the Municipal Corporation along with fulfilling the responsibility of upkeep of the
plants.Among the saplings planted today, Gulmohar is considered one of the most beautiful
trees in the world. It is also rich in medicinal properties. Moulshree is a well known tree. It
has been used in Ayurveda for centuries.

CLEANLINESS IS A CLOAK WE HAVE TO WEAR
 INDIRA GANDHI RASTHRIYA MANAV
SANGRAHALAYABHOPAL ORGANIZED
PRIZE DISTRIBUTION CEREMONY OF
POSTER PAINTING COMPETITION FOR
SCHOOL CHILDREN AND ESSAY WRITING
COMPETITION FOR MUSEUM PERSONNEL
UNDER THE "SWACHHATAPAKHWADA
2022" ON THE TOPIC OF ''IMPORTANCE
OF CLEANLINESS AND HEALTH FOR PREVENTION OF COVID-19'' THE WINNER
PARTICIPANTS REWARDED BY THE
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF IGRMS,
SHRI. RAKESH KUMAR BHATT GIVING
CERTIFICATE, CASH AMOUNT, AND
MEMENTO.
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oster painting competition
first prize Swasti Jain (Bal
Bhavan School, Bhopal)
and AarohiChaurasia (St.
Joseph's Co-Ed School, Bhopal)
Second prize - Annaya
Bharadwaj (Kamla Nehru
School, Bhopal) and Munir
Fatima (Demonstration School,
Bhopal), third prize - Anushka
Verma (Delhi Public School,
Bhopal) and Sheetal Gupta
(Sharda Vidya Mandir School,
Bhopal) and consolation award
received by Bhavanshi Verma
(Govt. Aadrsh Model School,
Bhopal). In the essay writing
competition for museum personnel, Ravindra Gupta and

P

SunilAlpuria first, Garima
Anand Dubey second, Ashok
Kumar Sharma third prize, and
consolation prize received by
Colonel Nitinraj Deshpande.
On this occasion, the administrative officer of the museum,
Rakesh Kumar Bhatt said that
Cleanliness is a good habit; it
keeps us mentally, physically,
socially and intellectually
healthy. Cleanliness is the cornerstone of a happy life, it is a
very simple way to avoid various types of diseases, it should
be taken by everyone as the
most important responsibility.
The program was conducted
by Deepak Kumar Choudhary.
Program Coordinator P
Shankar Rao explained the

objective of the program and
while expressing thanks at the
end of the program,
Mohammad Rehan said that the
director of the museum,
Praveen Kumar Mishra advises
that children are the future of
the country and they are true to
the mind, that is why this program should be started with
children. He further said that
cleanliness is a message which
we have to give, Cleanliness is a
motivation we have to take,
Cleanliness is a campaign
which we have to run,
Cleanliness is a sacrifice we
have to make, Cleanliness is a
cloak we have to wear,
Cleanliness is a resolution that
we have to make.

BJP government taking power shortage lightly, Chief Minister Pays Tribute
'mismanaging' situation like COVID-19: Kamal Nath to Shaheed Prafulla Chaki
Kamal Nath slammed the BJP-led government for handling the power
crisis situation 'the way they mismanaged COVID pandemic'
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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enior Congress leader Kamal
Nath slammed the Bharatiya
Janata Party governments at
the Centre and in Madhya
Pradesh over the "power crisis" in
the state and accused the BJP of
taking the issue lightly.
Talking to reporters here, the
former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister criticised the government
for "handling the situation the way

they mismanaged COVID pandemic"."Today the entire state is
facing a power, coal crisis. Farmers
are suffering. Traders are suffering, Students are suffering. This is
the consequence of the corruption
they (BJP government) have done
in the last two years. This (power
crisis) is a matter of concern. BJP
is taking this lightly," the Congress
leader alleged.
"This situation has not emerged
suddenly. This has been happen-

ing for some time now. But they
have been denying this. They do
not have any planning. They are
handling the situation the way
they mismanaged the COVID pandemic," he added.
Kamal Nath, who is Madhya
Pradesh Congress chief, on
Wednesday said that the power
crisis in the state is deepening and
the situation is getting acute in the
rural areas. He had said in tweets
that undeclared power cuts are

taking place in both urban and
rural areas during peak summer
causing problems for people.
He had also said that power
production was getting affected
due to coal shortage but the state
government was giving "false
data" to deny that there was a
power crisis. Amid the heatwave
in several parts of the country, the
peak power demand for electricity
had touched an all-time high of
2,07,111 MW on Friday.

Bhopal:Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan paid
homage to the prominent
revolutionary of Indian freedom struggle Prafulla
Chandra Chaki on his martyrdom day. Chief Minister

Chouhan paid floral tributes
by garlanding his picture in
the auditorium at his residence office. Chaki started
participating in revolutionary
activities from his student
life. Prafulla Chandra Chaki,

the brave son who attacked
Magistrate Kingsford to
avenge the humiliation of the
revolutionaries, killed himself
by shooting himself on 1 May
1908 to avoid being caught by
the British.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

BJP relies on
'Labharthis'

A

fter realising that 'labharthis' (beneficiaries) of government schemes played an
important role in the return of the Yogi
Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh, the
BJP is paying special attention to winning the
support of this particular segment of voters in the
coming Assembly elections. After the assembly
polls results of five states, where the BJP has
formed the government in four, party leaders
believe that 'labharthis' had played a key role
especially in the re-election of the Adityanath government. The saffron camp also believes that the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme has benefited the people directly by getting the money under
different government schemes like PM Awas
Yojana, PM Ujjawala Yojana, Jan Dhan
Accounts, PM Kisan Nidhi Yojana and others.
During the Uttar Pradesh Assembly polls earlier
this year, Union Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur had explained about
the different welfare schemes which benefited the
people. The BJP has already planned to reach out
to the beneficiaries to seek votes in the coming
Assembly polls. The party is drawing up a strategy to reach out to 'labharthis' in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat, where Assembly polls will
be held this year-end, and states like Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
where elections are scheduled for 2023. Sources
said that the BJP cadre in Gujarat also reached
out to the beneficiaries of different government
schemes through various programmes before the
Assembly polls. In Tripura, where elections will
also be held next year, the BJP is also concentrating on women beneficiaries of government
schemes. A senior party functionary said that
while drawing up election plans, the party also
plans to reach out to each and every beneficiary
through various programmes and events.
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GROWING IMPORTANCE OF INTELLIGENCE
gence agencies have worked
and performed with such
excellence are their belief
nd of the Cold War marked the beginning of an era of covert offensives, exter- that they served the sovereign in the best national
nally instigated insurgencies and proxy
interest, their total freedom
wars. Interestingly, even a military intrusion
from bureaucratisation,
like the one ordered by President Putin in
favouritism and credit-sharUkraine two months ago, was couched in the
ing flaws and the willingness
description of an 'army operation compelled
of their officers to embrace
by Russia's security concerns' -- the fact of
world opinion going totally against a one sided anonymity by
choice.Significantly, India's
'open war' was perhaps being acknowledged
premier intelligence agency,
here.
the Intelligence Bureau,
It is true that the Russia-Ukraine military
traced its existence since 1888, perhaps to
conflict is now a prolonged 'war of resistance'
put up by Ukrainians against the Russian army prove the point of continuity of Intelligence as
a built-in part of the sovereign functioning of
on their soil -- largely with the help of arms
and ammunition supplied to them by the US- the state -- there is little doubt in any case, that
in independent India, IB has over the decades
led West.
established a reputation for providing fail-safe
This created an uncertainty as to when will
intelligence to the powers that be and mainthe UN and other mediators be able to get
Ukraine and Russia to accept terms for a nego- taining the highest standards of professionalism.
tiated peace conceding a minimal 'give and
Late B.N. Mallick, the longest serving
take'. Now in an ongoing conflict that entailed
Director of IB after 1947, started the practice of
secretive planning, surreptitious moves and
selecting the IPS officers from amongst those
behind-the-scene 'war gaming', the 'inside
on top in the annual merit list, for induction
information' -- called intelligence -- on the
into IB on 'permanent' deputation -- within 4adversary's manoeuvres was needed by both
5 years of service.
sides.
It is the collectivity of these officers who
Intelligence, however, was the basic requirewere specially trained -- and who later providment for a country handling the challenge of
ed the bulk of leadership of the Bureau -- that
countering a covert attack of terrorists, neutralising the forces behind cross-border offen- made IB an apolitical and professionally formidable agency. The officers took pride in
sives, unearthing drug trade linked to narcodirectly working for the nation by serving anyterror, detecting clandestine use of social
media for spreading radicalisation and dealing where in the country and felt happy in an
organisation that might look opaque from outwith enemies planning a combat in the cyber
side but was largely transparent in its internal
space.
It needs to be re-emphasised that Defence is management. Also, an intelligence organisation inculcated responsible decision-making
protection against an 'open armed attack'
down the line as that was necessary for the
while Security by definition, is the safeguardsuccess of its operations. It blended perfectly
ing of the nation against 'covert' attacks of the
the 'micro' with the 'macro' since there was
'unseen' adversary. Today all countries have
awareness of how even a small step on the
realised the importance of strengthening the
national security set up for which Intelligence ground had to fit in with the larger mission at
hand.To an extent the government did comagencies provided the substratum.
pensate these young officers through special
For a democratic regime like India's, it is
important that it was able to fully discharge its pay, priority in allotment of government
accommodation and help in the acquisition of
first duty of safeguarding national security
personal transport. Being in IB always brought
against external and internal threats. For
to an officer a certain dignity within the govensuring a timely flow of reliable, untainted
ernment and an added social recognition. The
and relevant information about the secret
plans of the invisible enemy -- which precisely structure and leadership of the agency had a
functional continuity that enabled the political
was the definition of intelligence -- it had creexecutive at the top to have at any point of
ated special agencies with substantive investment, to be managed on professionally sound time, unvarnished facts about what were the
concepts of deploying the best available man- external threats to security and what was happening on the domestic front that was relevant
power, relying on intense specialised training
and keeping the national interest above every- to internal security- Intelligence agencies prething else.
cisely furnished these, in confidence.
The basic three principles on which intelliThe Intelligence Bureau employed more IPS

D.C. Pathak
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SL LEADERS PROMISE VARIOUS
APPROACHES TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES
Colombo|Agencies

T

he Sri Lankan government is taking various
approaches to address
current challenges faced by
the country amid the ongoing economic crisis, the
country leaders said in their
messages on the
International Labour Day.
In the past three years, the
group that faced the most
serious challenges in Sri
Lanka is the working class,
and the day-to-day challenges they face are even
more intense today, Xinhua
news agency quoted
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa as saying.
"The government is taking
various approaches to liberate the people from this situation and alleviate the
oppressive nature of the situation," he said.
The President in his message once again invited the
leaders of all political parties

international

Russian President Vladimir Putin may be forced to give up control of the war in
Ukraine for days as he is set for cancer surgery, and will reportedly nominate
hardline former FSB chief Nikolai Patrushev to take temporary control of the
invasion while he is under the knife, a Kremlin insider has claimed

P

Rajapaksa said in his message.
Protesters in the country
have been calling for immediate measures to be taken by
the government to solve the
current economic crisis featuring shortages of foreign
exchange, fuel and other
essential supplies as well as a
rising inflation.

then, India's security environ has changed
with a Cold War-like bipolarity developing
between the US and its European allies on one
hand and the remnant of the old Communist
world now led by an ambitious China under Xi
Jinping striving to become the second superpower, on the other. India's foreign policy in
the Modi regime resting on mutually beneficial bilateral relations that were not in conflict
with world peace, has served the nation well
during the current Russia-Ukraine military
conflict. It has enhanced the geopolitical
importance of India as a major power of the
Indian subcontinent with stakes in both IndoPacific and the maritime routes to the west of
the Arabian Sea.
These two hostile neighbours may intensify
attempts to create destabilisation in India -- in
Kashmir, Punjab and Northeast in particular -in collusion with lobbies on human rights and
minority issues.
After the return of the Taliban Emirate in
Kabul with the total support of Pakistan, it was
apprehended that the threat of narco trade
directed from Afghanistan with its direct links
to terrorism would get aggravated. This has
been confirmed by the huge recovery of heroine and cash from Shaheen Bagh area of Delhi
earlier this week, showing involvement of suspects from Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.
This may be the appropriate time for working out ways and means of strengthening the
intelligence set-up of the country and helping
it with reorientation and resource building
including induction of trained man power.
Our Intelligence agencies have done a very
good job -- they have to now work for achieving a fuller functional integration with State
and District Intelligence units by adopting a
system of designated 'nodal officers' at these
levels who would be responsible for organising
an effective response to threats -- that were
planned from above but basically executed in
lanes and localities. On the other hand, a new
level of requirement of inter- agency coordination, technology collaboration, integrated data
analytics, scan of social media and communications security, has arisen for the intelligence
set up to cope up with.
All of this could be taken care of in a fresh
review that would embrace the National Police
Mission announced by the Prime Minister
recently. 'Security is not a one-time event' is a
good reminder in the present scenario.
(The writer is a former Director of
Intelligence Bureau. The views expressed are
personal)

'PUTIN SET FOR CANCER SURGERY, WILL HAND OVER TEMPORARY POWER TO EX-KGB CHIEF'
Moscow|Agencies

to come to a consensus on
behalf of the people to overcome the challenge faced by
the country.
The government is currently taking all possible
measures to manage the economic crisis and is seeking
the necessary support at the
local and international levels,
Prime Minister Mahinda

officers than perhaps
many cadre states did
and was logically managed by Ministry of
Home Affairs along
with other police
organisations of the
Centre. However, this
could sometimes blur
the perception of the
fundamental distinction that had to exist
between an intelligence
organisation on one
hand and the police and investigation agencies on the other -- in terms of their responsibilities and method of working.
In the Indian context, intelligence agencies
provided 'information' and kept away from
'executive action' --the latter was the response
part in which police was often at the front for
pursuing a legal follow up. The intelligence
agencies did not have any police power and
never sought that -- they only used special
trade craft techniques like surveillance, interview under 'cover' and confidential enquiries
to gather information that might be of help for
those who would handle investigation.
It may be pointed out here that intelligence
was 'information' -- not necessarily 'evidence'
-- and had to be sometimes further developed
by the police or investigation agency for utilising it in legal sense.
The security scenario of India has become
increasingly difficult placing a heavy burden
on our intelligence agencies of performing at
their best against all odds. It goes to the credit
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government that in his time the professionalism of
India's national security set-up has been fully
respected and relied upon.
Intelligence agencies must be helped by the
sovereign state in discharging their duty of
safeguarding security of the nation. In today's
geopolitical complexity and the worrying new
dimensions of threat to internal security, this
has become even more important.
India is being served well in terms of the
advice on security strategy provided on the
strength of reliable intelligence inputs. Prime
Minister Modi has on his part taken keen
interest in national security and boosted the
morale of our intelligence set-up by personally
associating with its deliberations at crucial
events like the annual DGPs' conference.
A task force on intelligence reviewed the
functioning of our intelligence agencies some
20 years ago as a follow-up on
the report of Kargil Review
Committee that was headed by
late K. Subrahmanyan. Since

atrushev, the 70-year-old incumbent Secretary
of Russia's Security Council, is seen as a key
architect of the war strategy so far, and the
man who convinced Putin that Kiev is awash with
neo-Nazis, said a Daily Mail report.
The extraordinary claims appeared on popular
Telegram channel General SVR, which says its
source is a well-placed figure in the Kremlin, the
report added.
"I don't know for exactly how long (Putin will be
incapacitated after the surgery)... I think it'll be for a
short time," the insider source was quoted as saying.
Putin was "unlikely to agree to transfer power"
but was ready to put in place a "charge d'affaires" to
control Russia and the war effort.
"So, while Putin has the operation and comes to
his senses, likely two or three days, the actual control of the country passes only to Patrushev," the
source added.
Such a move would be surprising since under
the Russian constitution, power should pass solely

to the Prime Minister, the Daily Mail reported.
General SVR reported that Putin has abdominal
cancer and Parkinson's 18 months ago.
He has reportedly delayed surgery, which will
now not take place before the Victory Day commemoration of Russia's World War Two victory in
Red Square on May 9, Daily Mail reported.
The news comes amid speculation that Putin will
launch an all-out war across Ukraine and order
mass mobilisation of military-age men, a considerable political risk.
The surgery had been scheduled for the second
half of April but was delayed, SVR claimed.
"Putin was recommended to undergo surgery,
the date of which is being discussed and agreed,"
the outlet stated."There seems to be no particular
urgency, but it cannot be delayed either."
He also suffers from "Parkinson's disease and
schizoaffective disorder", which carries symptoms
of schizophrenia including hallucinations and
mania.The Kremlin has always strongly denied
Putin has medical problems and portrays he is in
robust health, even as he has been mysteriously
absent in recent years, the Daily Mail reported.

In a video detailing General SVR's claims, the
outlet's source, supposedly an anonymous former
high-ranking Kremlin military figure, said: "Putin
has discussed that he will be undergoing medical
procedures."

Saudi Arabia pledges SKOREAN PREZ ELECT TO UNVEIL SENIOR SECRETARIES, Iran's UN envoy warns against 'politicising'
Syria's chemical weapons issue
$8bn package to Pak
TOP SECURITY ADVISER PICKS

Islamabad|Agencies

Seoul|Agencies

S

audi Arabia has agreed to
provide Pakistan a "sizeable
package" of around $8 billion to help revive the country's
ailing economy amid the maiden trip of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to the kingdom.
The package includes doubling of the oil financing facility,
additional money either
through deposits or Sukuks and
rolling over of the existing $4.2
billion facilities, according to a
report published in The News.
"However, technical details are
being worked out and will take a
couple of weeks to get all documents ready and signed," top
official sources privy to the
development informed. Sharif
and his official entourage have
left Saudi Arabia but Minister for
Finance Miftah Ismail is still
staying there to finalise the
modalities of the increased
financial package.
Sharing the salient features of

S

the financial package, the official
said that Pakistan had proposed
doubling of the oil facility from
$1.2 billion to $2.4 billion and
audi Arabia agreed to it. It was
also agreed that the existing
deposits of $3 billion would be
rolled over for an extended period up to June 2023. "Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia discussed an
additional package of over $2
billion either through deposits
or Sukuk and it is likely that even
more money will be provided to
Islamabad," the official sources
said, adding that the size of the
total package would be determined when additional money
was finalised.

outh Korean Presidentelect Yoon Suk-yeol will
unveil his picks for senior secretaries as well as his
top security adviser on
Sunday, the transition committee said.
Chang Je-won, who is
serving as Yoon's chief of staff
during the transition period,
and Kim Dae-ki, who has
been tapped as Yoon's first of
chief of staff in the incoming
office, are expected to
announce the list of Yoon's
top aides in a press conference scheduled at 2 p.m.,
reports Yonhap News
Agency.For the chief of the
national security office, Yoon
reportedly selected former
Vice Foreign Minister Kim
Sung-han, who currently
heads the foreign affairs and
security subcommittee of the
President-elect's transition

Tehran|Agencies

team.
Kim Tae-hyo, who served
as presidential secretary on
national security strategy
between 2008 and 2012, has
been reportedly tapped as
the first deputy director of the
national security office, while
Shin In-ho, former risk management officer at the office,
has been reportedly named
the second deputy director.
For the head of the presidential security service, Kim
Yong-hyun, former operations director at the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, has been
reportedly selected to serve
the job. For senior secretaries, Yoon reportedly
picked former Vice Finance
Minister Choi Sang-mok as
his senior economic secretary and Ahn Sang-hoon, a
professor of social welfare at
Seoul National University, as
his senior social secretary.
Former lawmaker Lee Jin-

bok is expected to be named
as senior political secretary,
while Choi Young-bum, a
journalist-turned-vice president at Hyosung Group, is
expected to be named as senior communications secretary.For senior civil society
secretary, former lawmaker
Kang Seung-kyoo is widely
considered a candidate.
Kang In-sun, a former
journalist at South Korea's
Chosun Ilbo newspaper who
currently works as Yoon's
spokesperson for foreign
press, has been reportedly
tapped as the presidential
office's spokesperson.
Yoon is expected to have
only five senior secretaries
during his term following his
plan to downsize the presidential office.
Outgoing President Moon
Jae-in had eight senior secretaries and three offices under
him.

ran has said that politicising Syria's chemical
weapons issue would
jeopardize the authority of
the world's chemical
weapons watchdog and hinder constructive dialogue
with Syria on the issue,
Iranian Press TV reported.
Iran's deputy permanent
representative to the United
Nations Zahra Ershadi made
the remarks at a UN Security
Council session on the situation of chemical weapons
in Syria on Friday, Xinhua
news agency reported, citing
the Press TV.
Iran strongly opposes the
use of chemical weapons
anywhere, by anyone, and
under any circumstances,
she said. "We reiterate our
call for the full, effective,
non-political, and non-discriminatory implementation
of the CWC (Chemical
Weapons Convention),"

I

Ershadi was quoted as saying.
The Iranian UN envoy
also called for preserving
the authority of the
Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW), the intergovernmental implementing
body for the CWC.
"We welcome Syria's submission of its 100th monthly
report to the OPCW on
March 16, regarding activities on its territory related to
the destruction of its chemical weapons and their production facilities," she said.
"It is disappointing that
certain states parties have
politicized the Syrian chemical weapons issue, preventing the OPCW from confirming Syria's compliance
with its obligations, which
could have resulted in constructive dialogue and cooperation with Syria," Ershadi
noted.

IMRAN TO BEGIN
ISLAMABAD LONG MARCH
IN LAST WEEK OF MAY

Islamabad:Former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan announced on
Saturday that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) will
begin its anti-government
long march towards
Islamabad in the last week
of May, Geo News reported.
"We will be giving this
call to all Pakistanis, not just
PTI supporters, as Pakistan
has been insulted after the
country's most corrupt people were imposed on us by
a foreign power," Khan said
in a video statement.
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MAHA RACING TO BECOME A
$ONE TRILLION ECONOMY: GUV
Team Absolute|Mumbai

D

espite battling with three Covid-19 waves for over two
years, Maharashtra did not allow any impediments to
its progress and now poised to become a One Trillion
Dollar economy in the country, Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari said here on Sunday.
He said that the state will be the first in the country to
achieve this economic landmark, in his address to mark the
62nd Maharashtra Day celebrations in the presence of Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray, Ministers and other top dignitaries.
The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government also tackled
the pandemic in a well-planned manner and set an example
before the entire nation, more than 92 per cent adult population has been administered at least one dose of Corona vaccine and work is on to cover the rest soon, said the Governor.
Koshyari expressed happiness that the state is second both
in the 'Export Preparedness Index' of the Niti Aayog and also
in the Centre's 'Good Governance Index Report-2021'.
Giving an overview, the Governor said the state has
already started its comprehensive Electric Vehicles Policy
and now registrations have shot up by 157 per cent over the
previous year with tax rebates to housing societies which
install EV charging stations.
Under the Maha Aawas Scheme, 475,000 homes have been
provided in rural areas, 174 water supply schemes launched
under Jal Jeevan Mission, property tax rebates, etc.
The state is creating a Rs 100-crore start-ups fund, Rs 1,100
crore are invested in projects for youths under the
Mukhyamantri Rojgar Nirmiti Program.
The poor were provided free Shiv Bhojan Thalis during the
Corona pandemic, and currently 1,549 centres are running
with a total of 9.18 crore plates benefitting the needy.
The state gives an incentive of Rs 50,000 to those farmers

Customs intercept marijuana smuggled
from US at Mumbai airport, three arrested
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Customs officials at
Mumbai Airport have
arrested three persons
who were allegedly smuggling marijuana through
dummy courier parcels from
the US.
The Customs department
got a tip-off that a courier
package originating from the
US was carrying narcotics
drugs. After receiving the
information watch was kept
by the officers of Airport
Special Cargo
Commissionerate at the
International Courier terminal. "The package was intercepted and 910 gram of
Marijuana originating in
California was found concealed in an Air Purifier.
Following the interception of
first package, intelligence was
developed and also with the
help data analytics, Customs
at International Courier
Terminal of CSMI Airport in
Mumbai intercepted three
more parcels originating from
the North America during
April 22 to April 25," said the
official. The official said that

intensive search of the parcels
led to recovery of high quality
hydroponics marijuana
weighing 27.478 kg which was
hidden in various household
items like Outdoor Waterfall,
Fake wood Leather Chair, and
Propane Gas Fire Pit table.
Such high quality marijuana of North American origin
commands high price in
excess of Rs 3,000 per gram in
the local illicit markets. The
seized narcotics are of Rs 8
crore. The details of these
detections and seizures were
kept secret and surveillance
was mounted by the Customs
officers disguised as auto
rickshaw drivers and delivery
men. The process of 'controlled delivery' of dummy
parcels of identical shapes
and looks, so that the actual
recipient could not deny his
involvement, was also undertaken with the help of Police.
Sustained surveillance of
targeted addresses were carried out by undercover
Customs officers in the guise
of auto drivers and delivery
men so as to execute the
operation in meticulous and
flawless manner.

who repay loans regularly benefitting around 20 lakh peasants, a closed pipeline irrigation system is being readied,
besides and other initiatives for the farming community.
A network of 16,000 kms roads is coming up in the state
under MNREGA and MGSS and PSY schemes for good con-

nectivity to rural areas.
To boost exports, an independent Agricultural Export
Policy has been formulated and cluster-wise facilitation cells
development for 21 crops. The MVA plans to set up a Bulk
Drugs Park in Raigad on 2,500 acres and a Medical
Equipment Park at the Auric Smart City near Aurangabad on
350 acres, said the Governor.
The government slashed VAT on CNG from 13.5 to 3 per
cent to boost the use of eco-friendly fuel, is promoting waterways in a big way with water taxis launched, and jetties coming up in Palghar, Thane, Raigad and Ratnagiri.
The state has started flights from smaller airports in
Sindhudurg, Nanded, Gondia, Jalgaon, Kolhapur and Nashik
to boost intra-state air travel, is strengthening the public
transport in Mumbai by launching two new Metro Lines -2A and 7 -- and work is on for 14 other lines.
The ambitious redevelopment project of the BDD Chawls
has started, the Mumbai-Nagpur Super Expressway is nearing completion and will be opened partly soon, the Mumbai
Coastal Road Project is progressing, besides works on
Mumbai-Pune Expressway, the Versova-Bandra Sea Link,
Thane Creek Bridge, the Greenfield Konkan Express
Highway, Versova-Virar Sea route project, Virar-Alibaug
Multipurpose Transport Corridor and other projects are
underway.
To boost solar power generation, the state will set up
187MW and 390MW plants in different parts, and 99,852
solar agriculture pumps of the targeted 100,000 have been
installed, and 43 Amrit Cities have joined in the Race to Zero'
to make them 'carbon neutral'.Koshyari recalled the sacrifices of the martyrs who fought for Maharashtra and the contributions of heroes like Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj,
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule, Rajarshi
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj, Lokmanay Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
GG Agarkar, Bharat Ratna Dr. BR Ambedkar and others.

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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ccording to sources, the notice
has been sent by Kakkad through
the actor's team, DSK Legal among the top-notch law firms in the
country, with a week's time to comply.
"It is over a week now but there has
been no response from them. We shall
pursue the matter till its logical end as
per the honourable court verdict," a
grim Kakkad confirmed, when queried
by IANS. The development came soon
after the Bombay City Civil Court Judge
A. H. Laddhad's order in a notice of
motion for interim reliefs, arising in a
defamation suit filed by Khan against
Kakkad. In the March 23 order, Judge
Laddhad had virtually rejected all contentions in Khan's plea for an interim
'gag order' against Kakkad, and awarded the latter 'costs in cause' while dis-

Mumbai:The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
recovered incriminating documents from the premises of
three top realtors -- Shahid Balwa, Avinash Bhonsle and
Vinod Goenka -- in Mumbai and Pune during raids in connection with Yes Bank-DHFL scam.
The federal probe agency had arrested Sanjay Chabaria
of Radius Developers, three days back and raids were conducted following his interrogation.
Radius Developers had taken a loan of Rs 3,000 crore
from Dewan Housing Finance Limited (DHFL) on the pretext of financing a project in Mumbai.
"Bhonsle, Goenka and Balwa allegedly used their firms
to channel money of the loan. Hence their premises were
also raided," the source had said.
The source said that they have recovered a few incriminating documents, digital and documentary evidence in
the raids conducted on Saturday.
A few persons were also quizzed by the CBI. The sources
said that more arrests in the case is likely.
In March 2020, a case of loan fraud of Rs 3,600 crore was
lodged by the CBI against Rana Kapoor, the promoter
Director and CEO of Yes Bank for entering into a criminal
conspiracy with Kapir Wadhawan, promoter Director of
DHFL and others.
They extended financial assistance to DHFL by Yes Bank
Limited in lieu of substantial undue benefit to himself and
his family members through the companies held by them.
Between April and June 2018, Yes Bank Limited invested
Rs 3,700 crore in the short term debentures of DHFL.
Simultaneously, Wadhawan paid a kickback of Rs 600 crore
to Kapoor and his family members in the garb of builder
loan of Rs 600 crore given by DHFL to DOIT Urban
Ventures (lndia) Private l-imited, a wholly owned subsidiary of RAB Enterprises (lndia) Private limited in which
Bindu Kapoor, wife of Kapoor is a director and 100 per cent
shareholder.
Daughters of Kapoor Roshini Kapoor, Radha Kapoor
Khanna and Raakhe Kapoor Tandon are 100 per cent
shareholders of DOIT Urban Ventures (lndia) Private limited through Morgan Credits Private Limited.
It was learnt that loan of Rs 600 crore was sanctioned by
DHFL to DOIT Urban Ventures (lndia) Private Limited on
the basis of a mortgage of a sub- standard property having
very meager value and by considering its future conversion
from agricultural land to the residential land.

Devendra Fadnavis slammed MVA Government for providing
waivers to liquor sellers and did nothing for labourers
Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

n the eve of International Labour
Day, former Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Leader of Opposition
in the Legislative Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis slammed Uddhav Thackeray led
Maha Vikas Aghadi government for not
helping labourers during the pandemic.
Mr. Fadnavis said that this government has
given concession to liquor sellers and foreign liquor consumers during the pandemic period. But not a single penny was transferred to the accounts of the labourers of
the state. Paan Shops, handcart and tea
shops ceased to operate due to the pandemic, the MVA government's heart did
not melt for them but the government
announced a concession of 50 percent in
the license fees of liquor shops.
On the eve of International Labor Day,
BJP North Central Mumbai's District Vice
President Shubharanshu Dixit organized a
grand program to honour the labouers at
Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Maidan,
Asalpha, Chandivali Vidhan Sabha, in
Mumbai. In this grand program, Mr.
Fadnavis, who is also senior BJP leader,
honored the labourers for their hard work.
On this occasion, he took a dig at the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government on several fronts.

Addressing the gathering, in a satire, Mr.
Fadnavis said that during the pandemic, all
the shops were closed, so the bars were
closed, so the liquor sellers suffered a lot.
Due to this, the liquor sellers have faced
losses.
So the Uddhav Thackeray led govern-

Eid-eve jolt: US NRI seeks Rs 295 cr as
libel case 'costs' from Salman Khan
 IN A MEGA JOLT ON
THE EVE OF RAMZAN
EID, BOLLYWOOD
MEGASTAR SALMAN
KHAN HAS BEEN
SLAPPED WITH A
LEGAL NOTICE -DEMANDING A STAGGERING RS 295 CRORE
AS 'COSTS IN CAUSE -BY HIS NEIGHBOUR
KETAN R. KAKKAD, A
RETIRED NRI FROM
THE USA.

DHFL-YES BANK SCAM: CBI RECOVERS
INCRIMINATING DOCUMENTS IN RAIDS

posing off the matter, spelling a setback
for the actor.
Besides Kakkad, his next door neighbour at the Panvel (Raigad) farmhouse,
Khan had dragged social media giants
like Google, YouTube, FaceBook,
Twitter, Sandeep Phogat, Paras Bhat
and Ujjwal Narain, as parties, and it
became one of the most avidly followed
cases this year.
Among other things, the plaintiff
(Khan) sought directions for a comprehensive order restraining the defendants (Kakkad, et al) from defaming the
actor and his Panvel farmhouse on all
public domains and social media platforms. After several days of heated
arguments on both sides -- with strong
counters to DSK Legal battery by
Kakkad's formidable team comprising
Y.P. Singh, Abha Singh and Aditya
Pratap -- Judge Laddhad ruled in favour
of the defendants, stunning the plain-

tiffs. In the demand for Rs 295 crore
'costs in cause', Kakkad has recounted
how he and his wife Anita Kakkad, a
senior citizen NRI couple from the US,
were systematically harassed, tortured,
prevented from entering their plot of
land adjoining Khan's sprawling Arpita
Farms in Raigad for the past many
years."On the other side, Salman Khan
is a very wealthy, world-famous and
politically extremely powerful personality, who - through his team - spared no
efforts to bring us to the knees. All with
the final aim to somehow illegally grab
our plots of land in Raigad and drive us
out of India forever," Kakkad pointed
out.However, Kakkad said it was only
due to the 'blessings' of the tiny ecofriendly Lord Ganesha Temple on his
plot that they survived and "achieved
an unparalleled legal victory" in March,
proving more than a match for the
"Dabangg" superstar.

Justifying the demand towards his
'costs in cause', Kakkad claimed that as
per US standards in similar litigation,
"Rs 295 crore is peanuts", and nothing
for a person of the stature of the 'illadvised Khan'. The amount would
barely cover the lawyers' fees, compensation to scores of online experts and
foot-soldiers, advisors in various fields
and also his wife, all of whom toiled
24x7 to conduct research, collect background material, documents, evidence,
etc, compile and tabulate it properly for
the court's benefit, he said. "However, if
the opposite side dilly-dallies and does
not clear our 'costs in cause' within a
reasonable time, we have kept all our
options open, including moving the US
courts for redressal as Khan side has
defamed us globally through such false
and mischievous litigation, plus serve
as an example to others," warned
Kakkad.

ment reduced the license fee of liquor sellers and bar owners by 50 percent. But this
government did not give even a single
penny to a labourer.
He went on making allegations that
Thackeray government has not given even
a single paisa concession to the poor and

labourers, while the developers of Mumbai
have been given a discount of crores of
rupees. Because this government does not
get 'Maal' (money) from the labourers,
while 'Maal' (money) is received from
developers.
Senior BJP leader said that they want to
warn the government with the labours'
honour program that if the government is
against the poor then there is nothing to
worry about. "Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BJP would
ensure the poor would get the respect.
Each worker of the BJP would not sit quietly at their house till the poor would not get
their rights and all the schemes of the central government would not reach to the
labourers," he added. With this program,
they would want to reach out to the labourers. He has instructed Shubhranshu Dixit
to implement all 22 schemes of the central
government for labourers in his area.
BJP North Central Mumbai District Vice
President Shubhranshu Dixit said, "I will
implement all the schemes made by PM for
the laborers in his area." Mumbai North
Central MP Poonam Mahajan, Mumbai BJP
chief Mangal Prabhat Lodha, Mumbai BJP
general secretary Sanjay Upadhyay, Social
worker Rajesh Dubey among others were
also present in the program.

Mumbai PMLA Court issues proclamation
against accused Topsgrup owners
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n a major development,
a Special PMLA Court
here has issued a
Proclamation against the
absconding TopsGrup
Services Ltd. Chairman and
his daughter, in an alleged
money-laundering case
connected with a prominent
Shiv Sena legislator.
Last Tuesday (April 26),
the Special Judge (PMLA
Court) MG Deshpande had
ordered the Proclamation
against TopsGrup founderChairman Diwan Rahul
Nanda and his daughter
Rasshi Nanda, which was
published on Sunday.
The Enforcement
Directorate (ED)'s case concerns a TopsGrup contract
of 2014 to provide security
guards for the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) and its field projects, allegedly in connivance with Sena MLA
Pratap Sarnaik through
unauthorised means.
The ED claimed that the
illegal acts were intended to
get inadmissible benefits by
inflating the number of
guards provided on contract
duties for the MMRDA for
which Sarnaik was allegedly
given cash bribes of 50 per
cent earnings at the cost of
the MMRDA.The illegal
profits earned by Sarnaik
were occasionally transferred to the account of a
third person as part of the

alleged money-laundering
racket.
Sarnaik - raided by the
ED in November 2020 and
again swooped on by the ED
and CBI in May 2021 -- has
flayed the central agency's
action as "arising out of
vendetta politics".
Incidentally, Nanda was
arrested earlier in 2014 in
the PMLA case and later
released on bail.
However, in the Sarnaiklinked matter, Nanda, 52,
and his daughter Rasshi, 27,
are absconding since some
time, their contact numbers
or of other company officials are either switched off
/ not reachable / does not
exist. The ED moved a plea
before Special Judge
Deshpande for permission
to issue a Proclamation
against the father-daughter
duo under the CrPC Section
82(1), ordering them to
appear before the Special
Court within 30 days.Special
Public Prosecutor Kavita
Patil argued during the previous hearing that the
Oshiwara Police Station had
gone to execute the arrest
warrants against the
accused duo at Nanda Villa
in the Lokhandwala
Complex but was
locked.The ED had also
tried to serve the non-bailable warrants of arrest
against them but failed as
they were not available at
their place of residence.
Taking serious note,
Special Judge Deshpande

noted that neither the
accused nor their lawyers
were present in the Special
Court.
"Therefore I am of the
opinion that, there is a reason to believe that both
accused (Nanda's) against
whom warrants have been
issued by this (Special
Court) have absconded or
have been concealing themselves so that such warrants
cannot be executed," said
Special Judge Deshpande,
and permitted the issue of
the Proclamation.
"Proclamation is hereby
made that the above
accused in the above case
are required to appear in
the Court on May 26 to
answer the said complaint,"
Special Judge Deshpande
said.A prominent criminal
lawyer said that the
Proclamation is a strong
weapon in the hands of the
ED with serious repercussions for the absconding
accused.
"If they fail to turn up
even after the Proclamation,
they may face further action
by way of being declared as
fugitive economic offenders
and their properties and
other assets can be confiscated," he said.
The ED has seized and
sealed the Nanda Village,
and represented by their
legal team of Advocate Ajit
Singh and Madhukar Dalvi,
but they also remained
absent in the previous
hearings.
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HELEN MIRREN DOESN'T
TAKE ANY CRITICISM
FROM HER HUSBAND

PETE
DAVIDSON
RETURNS TO
STAND-UP
COMEDY

Los Angeles | Agencies

V

eteran Hollywood star Helen Mirren "doesn't want any
criticism" from her husband Taylor Hackford. The 76year-old actress has been married to film director
Hackford since 1997 and insists that the pair only give each
other "unconditional praise", reports aceshowbiz.com.
"I believe in unconditional praise from one's loved ones. I
don't want any criticism from (Taylor). And I give him
unconditional praise likewise - more or less. We allow each
other to do our own thing, and get on with it..," she said.
The Oscar winning star, who met the man behind films
such as "An Officer and a Gentleman" while auditioning for
"White Nights" and ended up dating him for a decade before
saying "I do", also revealed that the Covid lockdown was the
first time in her career that the pair were able to spend a considerable amount of time together.
She told People: "I've worked every year since I was 20."
"Covid was the first time in the whole of my life I've not worked
for six months. I know that people were suffering through that terrible, terrible time, but what was valuable for me was that I got to
spend time with my husband and sit across the table from him every
night for six months, which I've never done before, and not worry about
or even think about work."
However, the "Calendar Girls" actress, who will celebrate her silver wedding anniversary with Taylor in December 2022, also claimed that a key part of a
successful relationship is having a sense of individual identity.

Los Angeles | Agencies

C

omedian Pete Davidson in his
first stand-up comedy set in
three years made a few observations on rapper Kanye West
during his stint at the Netflix
'Is A Joke: The Festival' at the Hollywood
Bowl.
According to 'Deadline', Davidson
talked about his much-publicised relationship with reality TV star Kim
Kardashian, including the Kanye West
attacks on him personally.
He compared West's social media
barbs to the infamous Will Smith/Chris
Rock Oscars slap.
During his set, Davidson said West
had told him that he (Davidson) had
AIDS. He jokingly said that he was
momentarily convinced it was true
because West "is a genius".
He also recalled seeing a basketball
game in December of last year while
seated between Jon Stewart and Chris
Rock. That period was referenced as the
"before time".
"Before life was over," he joked.
The Will Smith slap was compared to
West's claymation video, wherein
Davidson got his head cut off by a West
lookalike in the video for 'Eazy'.
Davidson said he didn't hold it against
friend Jack Harlow for working with
West, but added that his own friendship
with Bill Burr, who costarred with him
in 'The King Of Staten Island', would be
over if he ever attended one of Kanye's
Sunday Service ceremonies.

'That '70s Show' OTT spinoff to
feature most members of original cast

'No Time to Die'
producer Barbara 'T
Broccoli on casting
next James Bond

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los Angeles | Agencies

A

s soon as Daniel Craig announced
in 2019 that 'No Time to Die'
would be his fifth and final film as
international spy James Bond, rumours
began. However, producer Barbara
Broccoli says it will take some time to
announce a new name.
According to 'Variety', Tom Hardy,
Henry Cavill, Idris Elba and even
'Euphoria' star Jacob Elordi have been
whispered about in relation to the coveted role, and Lashana Lynch became
the first woman to hold the 007 title
when her role of Nomi took over Bond's
position in the last film.
Bond franchise producer Barbara

Broccoli
says "it's going to take some time"
before Craig's replacement is named,
reports 'Variety'.
"It's a big decision," Broccoli told
Variety at the Longacre Theatre on
Thursday at the opening night of
'Macbeth' on Broadway, which she is
producing and in which Craig is also
starring."It's not just casting a role. It's
about a whole rethink about where
we're going. I'm just here celebrating
one of the greatest actors on the planet,
Daniel Craig."
Broccoli continued to praise Craig's
acting chops, which she's supported as
a producer for all five of his Bond films,
from 'Casino Royale' in 2006 to 'No Time
to Die' in 2021.She was also a producer
on Craig's last appearance on stage, in

Sam Gold's 2016 production of
Shakespeare's 'Othello' at New York
Theatre Workshop. Gold is directing
Craig once again in his adaptation of the
Scottish Play, in which Craig stars alongside Oscar nominee Ruth Negga.
"He has an amazing range and he can
do anything," Broccoli said of Craig.
"He's just the greatest actor ever, and I
think audiences will be thrilled by this
portrayal because he's funny, he's dangerous, he's all the things you would
want. Together -- he and Ruth -- it's just
sexy..."
The production, alongside a number
of other Broadway shows, has faced
numerous Covid difficulties, with Craig
briefly stepping out of his role after testing positive for the virus earlier this
month.
'Macbeth' endured an 11-day shutdown, and Gold even filled in for one of
his missing actors on April 14, with an
assistant stage manager feeding him
lines through an earpiece.

Tom Selleck was 'scared
to death' when he
appeared on 'Friends'
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctor Tom Selleck said he
was "scared to death"
when he guest-starred on
'Friends', but claimed that costar and on-screen girlfriend
Courteney Cox was a "big help".
The 77-year-old actor joined
stars Courteney Cox, Jennifer
Aniston, Lisa Kudrow, David
Schwimmer, Matt LeBlanc and
Matthew Perry on the sitcom in
1995 for a series of appearances
as Dr. Richard Burke, the shortterm boyfriend of Courteney's
character Monica Geller,
reports femalefirst.co.uk.
Selleck said: "The hardest

thing is to guest on a show. I try
to relax the new actors because
that's really hard to come on a
show where everybody's up to
speed. I was scared to death. I
had done (an episode of) 'Taxi'
a long time before, but I hadn't
done a sitcom.
"And so, I was really nervous."
However, the former
'Magnum, P.I.' star went on to
explain that his co-star Cox had
been a "big help" in welcoming
him onto the set and claimed
that the stars are all an "incredible" friendship group in real-life
as well as on the show.

hat '70s Show' is all set to
have a spinoff titled 'That
'90s Show' at Netflix with
most of its cast joining back.
Topher Grace, Laura Prepon,
Ashton Kutcher, Mila Kunis, and
Wilmer Valderrama are all set to
make guest appearances in the
spinoff series, once again playing
their characters from the original
series.
The only main cast member not
returning is Danny Masterson, who
played Hyde, as he is preparing to
stand trial on multiple sexual

assault allegations, reports 'Variety'.
As previously announced,
Kurtwood Smith and Debra Jo
Rupp are set to star in 'That '90s
Show', reprising the roles of Red
and Kitty Forman.
They will be joined by new cast
members Ashley Aufderheide,
Callie Haverda, Mace Coronel,
Maxwell Acee Donovan, Reyn Doi,
and Sam Morelos.
In the new show, it's 1995 and
Leia Forman (Haverda), daughter
of Eric (Grace) and Donna
(Prepon), is visiting her grandparents for the summer, where she
bonds with a new generation of

'THE MARVELS' AND
'ANT-MAN 3' EXCHANGE
RELEASE DATES IN 2023

Point Place kids under the watchful
eye of Kitty and the stern glare of
Red.
The multi-cam comedy has
received a 10-episode order at
Netflix.
Original series creators Bonnie
Turner and Terry Turner and their
daughter Lindsey Turner are
onboard as writers and executive
producers, with 'That 70's Show'
alum Gregg Mettler also writing in
addition to serving as executive
producer and showrunner.
Smith and Rupp will executive
produce in addition to starring.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles |
Agencies

'T

he Marvels'
and 'Ant-Man
and the Wasp:
Quantumania' are
swapping release
dates, Disney
announced.
According to
'Variety', 'The
Marvels', the sequel
to 2019's 'Captain
Marvel', was originally due to open in theatres on February 17,
2023, and
'Quantumania', the
third movie in the
'Ant-Man' series, was
set to open on July 28,
2023.
Instead,
'Quantumania' will
now bow first in February, and 'The Marvels' will debut in
July.
Insiders say this was a matter of 'Quantumania' simply
being further along in its creative process than 'The
Marvels', as the former has wrapped principal photography while 'The Marvels' still has a bit more to go.
Marvel Studios' other big theatrical release next year,
'Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3', is still set to debut on May
5, 2023, reports 'Variety'.
The release date shuffling is likely to raise eyebrows
among hardcore observers of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, as it suggests that the 2023 feature projects aren't
as closely linked as previous MCU movies.
'Quantumania' is expected to continue the multiverse
storyline launched with the 2021 Disney+ series 'Loki',
which featured Jonathan Majors as He Who Remains,
whose death creates the multiverse in the MCU.

Taylor Hill
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Indian Premier League 2022

LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS BEAT CHENNAI WINS BY 13-RUNS OVER HYDERABAD
DELHI CAPITALS BY 6 RUNS M
Pune|Agencies

Team Absolute|Mumbai

L

ucknow Super Giants
held their nerves to beat
Delhi Capitals by 6 runs
in the thrilling 45th match of
the IPL 2022 at the
Wankhede Stadium, here on
Sunday.
Brilliant half-centuries by
K.L Rahul (77 off 51) and
Deepak Hooda (52 off 34)
powered Lucknow to 195/3
in 20 overs after winning the
toss and opting to bat first.
Both Rahul and Hooda
stitched a superb partnership
of 95 runs for the second
wicket in just 61 balls.
Apart from them, Quinton
de Kock (23 off 13) also
played an aggressive knock at
the top for LSG. Shardul
Thakur (3/40) was the only
wicket-taker for Delhi in this
game.In reply, skipper
Rishabh Pant (44 off 30),
Mitchell Marsh (37 off 20)
and Rovman Powell (35 off

21) got starts, and played
aggressively but couldn't finish well.Lower down the
order, Axar Patel (42 not out
off 24) and Kuldeep Yadav
(16 not out off 8) batted well
and kept Delhi in the game
till the last over, but eventually, their team was restricted

to 189-7 in 20 overs, losing by
6 runs.Mohsin Khan (4/16)
was the star performer with
the ball for Lucknow Super
Giants while Ravi Bishnoi
(1/28), Krishnappa Gowtham
(1/23) and Dushmantha
Chameera (1/44) also picked
one wicket each.

Brief scores :
Lucknow Super Giants 195/3
in 20 overs (K.L Rahul 77,
Deepak Hooda 52; Shardul
Thakur 3/40) beat Delhi
Capitals 189/7 in 20 overs
(Rishabh Pant 44, Axar Patel
42; Mohsin Khan 4/16) by 6
runs.

.S Dhoni's return to captaining
Chennai Super Kings in IPL
2022 started on a winning note
as a mammoth 182-run opening partnership between Ruturaj Gaikwad (99
off 57 balls) and Devon Conway (85 not
out off 55 balls) set up the 13-run win of
the defending champions over Sunrisers
Hyderabad at MCA Stadium on Sunday.
With just the third win of the current
season, Chennai have managed to keep
their slim hopes of making the playoffs
alive. A chase of 203 was always going to
be a tall order for Hyderabad, who made
46 runs in the first four overs.
But they couldn't get the big scores at
the top which Chennai got, eventually
ending at 189/6 in 20 overs with
Nicholas Pooran top-scoring with an
unbeaten 64. For Chennai, left-arm
pacer Mukesh Choudhary took 4/46
while left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner
and pacer Dwaine Pretorius took a wicket each. Abhishek Sharma gave
Hyderabad a fast start, making 39 runs
off 24 balls, with some boundaries coming off edges and earning a reprieve at
20 when Choudhary dropped a sitter at
mid-off. His luck finally ran out when
Choudhary had him caught at long-on
off a pull, ending the 58-run opening
partnership with Kane Williamson.

Amidst all this, Williamson continued
to play the anchor of the innings. But in
a bid to accelerate, Williamson was
trapped plumb lbw by Pretorius.
Pooran smacked consecutive sixes

over backward square leg and backward
point to take 24 runs off the final over.
But that couldn't prevent Chennai from
picking their third win of the tournament.

Brief scores :
Chennai Super Kings 202/2 in 20 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 99, Devon Conway 85 not
out; T Natarajan 2/42) beat Sunrisers Hyderabad 189/6 in 20 overs (Nicholas Pooran
64 not out, Kane Williamson 47, Mukesh Choudhary 4/46, Mitchell Santner 1/36)

I-League 2022

Arrows, Sudeva Delhi share
Real Madrid claim their 35th La Indianpoints
after goalless draw
Liga title; Alaves grab lifeline I
Naihati (West Bengal)|Agencies

Madrid: Real Madrid sealed their
35th La Liga title thanks to a 4-0 win
over Espanyol. Two first-half goals
from Rodrygo and further strikes
from Marco Asensio and Karim
Benzema saw Carlo Ancelotti's men
to an easy win against a rival that
looked like an uninvited guest at the
celebrations on Saturday night.
Rodrygo's opening goal came in
the 33rd minute when he received a
cross from left back, Marcelo and beat
two defenders before scoring with a
low shot across Espanyol keeper
Diego Lopez, Xinhua reports. The
second goal came after Mariano Diaz
pressured the Espanyol defence into
an error as they looked to play the
ball out from the back. Rodrygo collected the ball and scored with a shot
that was tight against the post.
Marco Asensio made it 3-0 in the

55th minute when he slipped through
to finish off a counter-attack by
Eduardo Camavinga. Camavinga,
Modric and Mariano were replaced
by Karim Benzema, Toni Kroos and
Isco on 60 minutes and Isco thought
he had added a fourth with 20 minutes left to play, only for it to be ruled

out for offside.
However, Benzema did net a fourth
with a typical first-time finish following a move between Vinicius Jr and
Isco.On a personal level, the win
means that Ancelotti has now led
clubs to league titles in Spain (Real
Madrid), Italy (AC Milan), England

Halep overpowers world No. 2
Badosa; sets up clash with Coco Gauff
Madrid|Agencies

T

wo-time champion
and former world No.
1, Simona Halep of
Romania, notched a matchwin at the Madrid Open for
the 29th time in her career,
defeating world No.2 Paula
Badosa of Spain 6-3, 6-1 to
set up a Round-of-16 clash
against Coco Gauff of the US.
The 30-year-old Halep,
who won the Madrid title
back-to-back in 2016 and
2017 and has reached the
final two more times,
emerged victorious in her
first meeting with the surging Badosa after one hour
and 16 minutes of play.
With her latest win in the
Spanish capital, Halep
moves into the Madrid Open
Round of 16 for the seventh
time out of her 11 maindraw appearances here.

Halep holds a 2-0 win-loss
record against Gauff.
World No.14 Gauff outclassed Yulia Putintseva of
Kazakhstan in a late
Saturday night game 6-1, 26, 6-4.
Halep's 29 main-draw
match-wins at the Madrid
Open are the most by the
Romanian stalwart in her

career after the Australian
and French Open, where she
has 31 match-wins apiece.
Only three-time champion
Petra Kvitova of the Czech
Republic has won more
main-draw matches than
Halep in the history of this
tournament. Kvitova has
won 32 matches at the
Madrid Open.

(Chelsea), France (Paris Saint
Germain) and Germany (Bayern
Munich).Sevilla's hopes of finishing
second suffered a setback when they
were held 1-1 at home to struggling
Cadiz. Youssef En-Neysri's first half
header for just his fourth league goal
of the season, put Sevilla ahead, but a
dogged Cadiz got their reward in the
second half thanks to Lucas Perez's
excellent free kick.
Atletico Madrid's fourth place also
looks in doubt as they were beaten 20 away to Athletic Club Bilbao, who
keep their hopes of playing in Europe
next season alive with an impressive
win.
The result leaves Athletic a point
behind seventh place Villarreal, who
suffered a hangover from their
Champions League semi-final against
Liverpool with a 2-1 defeat away to
Alaves.

TEWATIA REVEALS HOW HE PLANS FOR
EACH BOWLER, EACH OPPOSITION
Mumbai: Calling
Rahul Tewatia 'The
Chase Master' won't be
out of place, given that
the hard-hitter has
been bludgeoning
oppositions into submission late in the
order.
On Saturday, the 28year-old Gujarat Titans
player once again came up with a knock that left the
rivals in tatters as he and David Miller went about
smashing the Royal Challengers bowlers into submission, scoring unbeaten 43 (25 balls) and 39 (24 balls)
respectively and overhauling the stiff 170-run target
with three balls to spare.
Tewatia said that the secret behind his and Miller's
partnership was simulating the conditions in practice
sessions. "During our practice sessions, we talk about
how to finish a game at the end and what we can
plan. Finishing the game in the middle with him is
enjoyable," said Tewatia of his partnership with
Miller.Tewatia indicated that he identifies his technical flaws that might allow rival team bowlers to get
the better of him and keeps working on improvements till he becomes a complete player.

ndian Arrows and Sudeva Delhi earned
points after playing a goalless draw in the
I-league at the Naihati Stadium here on
Sunday.
After this draw, Indian Arrows are three
points off Sudeva, level on points with TRAU
and still five points clear of the relegation
spot.
An extremely cagey start to the first half
ensured neither keeper was tested. Both sides
attempted only two shots each, out of which
only one for Sudeva was on target. Brijesh Giri
was the first to advance and won a freekick on
the left flank after his typical sprint was halted
unfairly by Sudeva skipper Vanlalzuidika
Chhakchhuak. Nothing manifested from the
resulting freekick for the Arrows.
In-form youngster Shubho Paul stood over
the ball but he put his effort straight into the
Arrows' wall. The only on-target shot of the
half came in the 17th minute when William
Neihsial cut into the Arrows' box from the left
and saw his near post attempt comfortably
saved by Arrows' keeper Lovepreet Singh.
At the hour mark, Neihsial waltzed into the

Arrows' box and also managed to get a shot
away.
The midfielder's attempt was already curling away from the goal as it was deflected
behind for a corner. A few minutes later, the
Arrows' defence had to be on their toes again
as Sarkar came pacing down the right but was
denied by a brilliantly timed challenge from
Sayan Das. The game finally picked up
momentum in the final quarter of the match.
However, it was too late as both sides had to
settle for a point.

City, Liverpool both win to maintain
their head-to-head in Premier League
London|Agencies

anchester City kept
their nerve to remain
top of the Premier
League with a 4-0 win away to
Leeds United after Liverpool's
1-0 win away to Newcastle
United had left them in second
place for several hours.
Naby Keita scored the only
goal of Liverpool's 1-0 win after
19 minutes. The midfielder
made and scored the goal by
himself. Mohamed Salah, Luis
Diaz and Sadio Mane all missed
chances to add to Liverpool's
advantage in the second half.
That result piled the pressure
on City in their evening visit to
Leeds United, but despite a
spirited display from Leeds, Pep
Guardiola's men took all three
points.
Norwich became the first
team to be relegated after Ollie
Watkins' 41st minute goal and

M

an injury time finish from
Danny Ings condemned them
to a 2-0 defeat away to Aston
Villa. Watford are on the verge
of joining Norwich in a quick
return to the Championship as
they were beaten by two late
goals at home to Burnley.
Brighton are ending the season strongly with goals from
Alexis MacAlister, Leandro

Trossard and Yves Bissouma
giving them a 3-0 win away to
Wolves. Crystal Palace banished
any lingering relegation doubts
with a fightback after conceding
an early goal to Oriol Romeu.
Second half strikes from
Ebereche Eze and Wilfred Zaha
saw Patrick Viera's men to a 2-1
away win to Southampton.

Pujara becomes second Indian after Azhar to
make two double hundreds in county cricket

Bundesliga newcomers Bochum stun
Dortmund in seven-goal thriller I

London|Agencies

z Although Borussia Dortmund
came from two goals down
thanks to Erling Haaland's brace,
newcomers Bochum won the
thriller 4-3 in Bundesliga with
two late goals.

Berlin|Agencies

B

ochum caught a fairy tale start at
Dortmund on Saturday night and
needed only three minutes to break
the deadlock as Takuma Asano's pinpoint
cross into the box found Sebastian Polter,
who nodded home from seven metres.
Dortmund had to swallow Bochum's
second goal only moments later as Asano
set up for Gerrit Holtmann, whose leftfooted hammer from the edge of the box

beat BVB goalkeeper Marwin Hitz, Xinhua
reports. The hosts needed some time to
recover but restored parity within the halfhour mark as Haaland converted a handball penalty to halve the deficit before the
Norway international tapped home anoth-

er penalty from the spot.
Haaland wasn't done with the scoring
and stunned Bochum with his hat-trick in
the 62nd minute when Marco Reus cutback pass allowed Haaland to turn the
tides from close range.Bochum remained

unimpressed though and bounced back as
well as joker Jurgen Locadia levelled the
scores in the 81st minute before Milos
Pantovic made it 4-3 after converting a
handball penalty in the 86th minute to
secure the first win at Dortmund since
1998.
Elsewhere, relentless Mainz upset
Bundesliga champions Bayern Munich 3-1
on home soil. Stuttgart snatched vital
points in the relegation battle after securing a late 1-1 draw with Wolfsburg.Cologne
extended its winning run to four games
and eye for a berth in Europe after seeing
off Augsburg 4-1 by courtesy on Anthony
Modeste's brace.Relegation-threatened
Hertha Berlin gave away a narrow win as
Joakim Nilsson's 1-1 injury-time equalizer
rescued Arminia Bielefeld a crucial point.
Freiburg edged Hoffenheim 4-3 in a seesaw match to move into the top four.

ndian batting stalwart
Cheteshwar Pujara reached his
second double-century since
joining Sussex, to give the hosts a
superb chance to secure their first
win of the season in the LV=
Insurance County Championship.
However, in the final half of the
day on Saturday, an unbroken
opening stand of 169 between
Alex Lees and Sean Dickson gave
Durham a chance of saving the
match, after they had conceded a
first-innings lead of 315.
Dickson completed his century
just before the close, off 137 balls,
while Lees finished with 50 not
out, according to
sussexcricket.co.uk. Earlier, Sussex
had continued to dominate their
fixture against one of the
favourites for promotion as their
overseas stars Pujara and
Mohammad Rizwan put on 154

for the sixth wicket.
Pujara scored 203, his second
double century in three matches,
while Rizwan found his form on
his home debut with an innings of
79 as Sussex piled on 538. There
are enough cracks on the pitch to
encourage the Sussex spinners on
the final day. But Durham, who
are 146 runs behind, have a good
chance of a fighting draw on what
is still a good surface.
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From South to North
Rakul Preet Singh
is ruling it all
Team Absolute|Mumbai

R

akul Preet Singh is on her way to becoming
the film industry's first-ever pan-India female
superstar, thanks to her nuanced, delicate,
and rich performances in many
languages.Sridevi was the first-ever multilingual female superstar while she was in her prime.
Rakul, too, is good at playing a variety of characters
owing to her stunning expressive eyes and onscreen personality.
After dominating regional cinema with films like
'NTR: Kathanayakudu,' 'Dev,' 'NGK,' 'Manmadhudu
2', and others, Rakul Preet made her Hindi film debut
with 'Yaariyan.' After earning a name for herself in Tamil,
Telugu, and Kannada film, she rapidly followed up her
Bollywood debut with back-to-back hits like 'Aiyaary,' 'De De Pyaar De,'
'Sardar Ka Grandson,' 'Attack,' and now 'Runway 34,' which is a fan favourite due to her
versatile and strong performance.
Despite sharing screen time in 'Runway 34' with Ajay Devgn and Amitabh Bachchan,
Rakul created her own space with a deep and nuanced performance. She elevated her
craft to a whole new level in the film, particularly in the courtroom scenes, where she was
pitted against a senior actor like Amitabh Bachchan, which is a huge challenge for any
actor worth her salt.
Only a few performers are capable of expressing the correct emotions with their eyes,
and Rakul excels at it in the film.
Rakul Preet is a rare actress who has seven new films coming out in three languages,
making her a popular choice among directors across genres and languages.
'Mission Cinderella' starring Akshay Kumar, 'Doctor G' starring Ayushmann Khurrana,
'Thank God' starring Ajay Devgn, 'Ayalaan' starring Tamil actor Sivakarthikeyan, a femalecentric drama titled 'Chhatriwali,' and two more major movies.

First Song from
Divyenndu Sharma's
upcoming, released
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he first song from Divyenndu
Sharma and Anupriya
Goyenka's upcoming film 'Mere
Desh ki Dharti' has been released.
The song 'Mere Desh ki Dharti,'
composed by Vikram Montrose,
depicts the beauty of togetherness,
the richness of Indian soil, and
nature's beauties.
Sukhwinder Singh sings the song,
with Azeem Shirazi writing the lyrics.
Anupriya, who plays the female
protagonist in the film, stated: "With
powerful messages drizzled throughout, I am excited for the audience to
understand the impact of the film
and be inspired just as I was. The
theme of understanding our land is a
well-recognized path but hardly
walked upon. This song was one of
the best things to shoot. Inspired by
the evergreen original, this song in
itself is very powerful."
On May 6, the film, directed by
Faraz Haider and produced by
Carnival Motion Pictures, will be
released in theatres.

Aly Goni is the biggest
cheerleader in my life:
Jasmin Bhasin
Team Absolute|Mumbai

J

asmin Bhasin is among the most popular names in the television industry and
has been part of numerous TV shows. She came to the limelight post her stint
in Bigg Boss. The actress recently completed shooting for her debut Punjabi
film Honeymoon. The film is slated to release in theatres this Diwali. Ever since
the announcement of film has been made, fans are excited to watch them come
together for this romantic comedy.World Laughter Day is celebrated every year
on 1st May. Jasmin who is known for her positive and happy go lucky image
shared her take on laughter and also revealed her favourite comedy shows.
She says, "I laugh a lot in my life because I think when you're happy everything falls in place eventually. These days all memes and reels on social media
make me laugh. I have my biggest cheerleader in my life - Aly [Goni; actor], he
has a great sense of humor. He makes me laugh a lot."
Talking about the comedy content she likes, the actress says, "My favorite
comedy shows would always be Friends and Khichdi. I just love them. Friends
is such an iconic show. Every character is so funny in it. You relate to everyone
in some sense, and Khichdi obviously is another epic series. It's been so long
since the show went off air but is still alive in our hearts."
She further adds,"I think every day should be a day of laughter because a
healthy body only comes from a healthy mind and soul. And, your mind and
soul can be healthy, only if you are happy. Life is unpredictable. We should
make sure that we end it with smiles, laughter and happiness in peace."

BOMAN IRANI IS A VERY
GOOD PHOTOGRAPHER
ALSO: HRISHIKESH PANDEY
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctor Hrishikesh Pandey is known for
his stint in shows and films like CID,
Dhaai Akshar Prem Ke, and Apradhi.
The actor was recently seen in the film
Runway 34. The film has been helmed by
Ajay Devgn and stars Amitabh Bachchan,
Rakul Preet Singh, and Boman Irani.
The actor is all praise for veteran actor
Boman Irani. Sharing his experience of
working with him Hrishikesh said, "It was
really lovely working with him. He made us
so comfortable on the set. He responded
generously when I complimented him that
you are very nice and kind despite being so
successful. There is no way I can compare
myself with him. Off-camera, we had some
great chatting sessions where we discussed
life and other stuff."
Talking about the environment on set he
further quipped, "The wonderful part is that
we have enjoyed working together on set.
There were light and jovial moments on set
when he was around. He was not just sweet
to me, he was sweet to a lot of newcomers
and that shows his humility. He doesn't pretend to be nice and humble, it's just the way
he is."
Hrishikesh also recalled loving his work in
films like 3 Idiots, Munna Bhai M.B.B.S, and

This anthology is very
close to my heart:
Fatima Sana Shaikh
Jolly LLB. He said, "Boman Sir is a great
actor. I have liked all his movies. 3 Idiots and
Munna Bhai M.B.B.S. are my all-time
favorites. Recently I have seen Jolly LLB and
loved him in the film."
He also revealed that apart from being a
good actor he is also a very good photographer. He said, "Apart from being a good actor
we all know he is a very good photographer.
He has also clicked a few pictures of mine
and that came out brilliantly."

My focus is on the quality of the
films that I do: Anushka Sharma
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

nushka Sharma, who
celebrated her 34th
birthday on Sunday,
said she is focusing on
becoming a part of the best
scripts the Bollywood cinema industry has to offer,
which will make it worthwhile for her to be away
from her year-old child
Vamika.As Anushka puts it,
"I will always want to be a
part of the best scripts that
come my way. I feel
blessed that I am in a position today to select the
type of films that I want to do, which also justifies the time that I will spend away from my
child."I have always been a seeker of balance
in life and my priority now lies there. I want to
focus on my work life and my family life in

equal measure."
The actress claims that the
quality of the films she
appears in is her primary concern.
"I'm always looking for
these special scripts that fill
me up with joy. I will always
be open to doing projects that
are incredibly interesting, represents women in cinema correctly, and is also disruptive
and content forward.
"As and when those come
to me, I will be more than
happy to do it. That's how I'm
approaching my career right
now," she added.Anushka will
next be featured in 'Chakda Xpress,' a film
about India's fast bowler Jhulan Goswami's
remarkable journey as she rises through the
ranks overcoming misogynistic politics to
achieve her dream of playing for her country.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he young and talented Fatima Sana
Shaikh has always proved the mettle of
her phenomenal acting in every film.
The actress has presented vibrant shades in
her characters when we look at her filmography and have always won the hearts of the
audience. And yet again, with the trailer of the
much-awaited anthology Modern Love,
Fatima was again seen in a whole new avatar
that is receiving a great response from the
audience.
While the actress explored the love genre in
her last release 'Ajeeb Daastaans' now in
'Modern Love, Fatima has switched to a character that is way opposite to her last release in
the same genre that is winning the hearts all
over. The young actress has predominantly
portrayed a very cool and funky girl bringing a
yet more shade of love to the screen and now
has come up with back-to-back amazing trailers of her upcoming 'Modern Love' and
'Thar' which are garnering love from the
audience. While talking about the amazing responses, Fatima said, "The
response that has been coming my way
after the trailer release of both Modern
Love and Thar is sweet and encouraging.
My character in modern love is something I
have attempted for the very first time and this
anthology is very close to my heart. Had a lot
of fun shooting for both and can't wait to see
the response from the audience now".
Praising the actress on her spectacular performance in her upcoming series Modern
Love, her Thar co-star Anil Kapoor comments
"Love It" with lots of hearts and claps emojies
attached to the message.
Meanwhile, the actress was seen excelling

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

in her art of dialogue delivery that has established her character well in the trailer itself,
then it has also raised the anticipation for the
audience to watch her presenting love in a
different form.

Bhumi Pednekar
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