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SUN ERUPTS WITH 17 FLARES, SOLAR STORMS TO HIT EARTH TODAY

KEEP COOL
 SUNSPOTS ARE ERUPTIONS ON
THE SUN THAT OCCUR WHEN
MAGNETIC LINES TWIST AND
SUDDENLY REALIGN NEAR THE
VISIBLE SURFACE. AT TIMES,
THESE EXPLOSIONS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH CORONAL MASS
EJECTIONS (CMES), OR
STREAMS OF CHARGED PARTICLES THAT SHOOT INTO SPACE.
NASA'S POWERFUL SOLAR
DYNAMICS OBSERVATORY CAPTURED STUNNING VIEWS OF THE
SOLAR ERUPTIONS, AS DID THE
SOLAR AND HELIOSPHERIC
OBSERVATORY.

 WHILE THIS POSSIBLE STORM
IS ONLY MODERATE, NASA AND
OTHER SPACE AGENCIES KEEP AN
EYE ON SOLAR ACTIVITY TO
IMPROVE SOLAR WEATHER PREDICTIONS. A STRONG FLARE
AIMED TOWARDS EARTH, ALONG
WITH A LARGE CME, MAY INDUCE
PROBLEMS SUCH AS DAMAGING
POWER LINES OR DISABLING
SATELLITES.
WASHINGTON | Agencies

A

t least 17 solar eruptions
from a single sunspot on
the sun have blasted into
space in recent days, and
may reach Earth as moderate geomagnetic storms by
Thursday.The sun eruptions originated from an overactive sunspot,

Due to the scorching
heat, sand dunes
appearing on the Ganges
Team Absolute|Varanasi

T
called AR2975, which has been firing
off flares since Monday (March 28).
The stellar event may also cause
some moderate sky storms on Earth,
Space.com reported.
"The eruptions have hurled at
least two, possibly three, CMEs
toward Earth," wrote
SpaceWeather.com of the event.
NASA and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration,
the website added, suggest the first
CME will arrive on Thursday (March
31), with at least one other expected
on Friday (April 1), the report said.

Modelling suggests that the particles may generate G2 or G3 (moderate) geomagnetic storms, although
auroras (northern lights and southern lights) are notoriously hard to
predict.
The year 2022 is expected to be
relatively quiet for the Sun overall, as
we are still towards the beginning of
the 11-year solar cycle of activity that
began in December 2019. Cycle
beginnings usually have fewer
sunspots and fewer eruptions.
Activity should increase as we
approach the peak, forecasted to be

in mid-2025.
Scientists are debating how strong
this current solar cycle will be,
although forecasts so far indicate
that the average number of sunspots
may be lower than usual, the report
said.
While this possible storm is only
moderate, NASA and other space
agencies keep an eye on solar activity to improve solar weather predictions. A strong flare aimed towards
Earth, along with a large CME, may
induce problems such as damaging
power lines or disabling satellites.

his time the summer season has started falling ahead of time and its effect
is being seen on humans as well as
nature. The heat of May-June is breaking all
the records in the month of March, so its
bad effect is also visible on the rivers. The
rivers are drying up now. Such a picture of
Ganga in Varanasi is intimidating. Often,
sand dunes appear in the Ganges in the
summer of May-June, which are visible only
in late March, which is a matter of concern
for scientists. As India's Ganges Runs Out of
Water, Possible Food Scarcity
The mercury has reached 41 degrees in
Varanasi. The effect of this is that the
Ganges river is already drying up. The sand
dunes in the middle of the Ghat Ganga in
front of Ramnagar in Varanasi, which erupted in May-June due to paucity of water,
became visible only towards the end of
March. Scientists are also worried about the

drying up of the Ganges river. That's why
scientists are warning people and giving
remedies.
According to Scientists,the dunes that
were visible in May-June reappeared in
April-May, but sand dunes started appearing only in March this year. This is due to
the low flow. There are four scientific reasons for the low flow in the Ganges. The first
reason is that many dams have been built in
Uttarakhand for the generation of hydroelectricity. Second, water is being diverted
from Bhimgoda canal near Haridwar to
other states. The third reason is that the lift
canals on both sides of the Ganges are
drawing water from the Ganges and giving it
to the fields for irrigation, which is causing
water shortage in the main stream. The
fourth reason is that there is no policy on
how much water can be drawn from the
Ganga for use. Due to this excessive
exploitation of Ganga is being done. Due to
which the ground water is going down.

USE BULLDOZER TO DEMOLISH HOUSE OF New norms notified to ensure BA.2 GROWING 80%
RAPE ACCUSED, MP CM INSTRUCTS REWA SP
FASTER THAN OMICRON,

vehicle users' safety: Gadkari

Team Absolute|Bhopal
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adhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Wednesday
asked the Collector and
Superintendent of Police (SP) of Rewa
district "when these bulldozers be
used" while referring to a rape case
that occurred in Raj Niwas, a government-run guesthouse in the district,
in which spiritual leader Vedanti
Maharaj's grandson-cum-disciple
Mahant Sitaram Das is one of the
accused.
The Chief Minister was in Rewa on
Wednesday to attend a 'Rojgar Divas'
programme organised by the district
administration, and to inaugurate a
Vaatsalya Hospital in the district.
While addressing the gathering,
Chouhan said, "I have read about the
rape incident in Raj Niwas. The
District Collector and SP, I am telling
you to take strict action against those
involved in the matter. When these
bulldozers be used?"
The Chief Minister said his government will not spare those involved in

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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rape and atrocities against the poor,
no matter who is he.
"Use bulldozers to demolish the
house of those involved in the rape
case. I am giving you the instruction,"
Chouhan said.
Since the rape incident at Raj
Niwas came to light, local Congress
workers and social activists have been
protesting at different places of the
district, including outside the Raj
Niwas and the district police headquarters.

inister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
told the Rajya Sabha that Bharat
New Vehicle Safety Assessment
Programme, also known as the
Bharat NCAP, has already been
notified by his Ministry.
Responding to the question by
Congress MP KTS Tulsi about the
safety norms in vehicle manufacturing, as the deaths in vehicle
accidents have gone up in the
country, Gadkari said that all over
the world, the major car manufacturing companies have the safety
standards and this is also need of
the hour in India.
The Minister also said that compulsory airbags are very important
from a road safety point of view
and that is why we made them
mandatory for all cars including in
the economic models too.Citing
the figure of the road accidents, he

said that in the year 2020, a total of
25,289 accidents happened out of
which 30 per cent of lives could
have been saved with by the
airbags in case of front collision
while 31 per cent of lives could
have been saved in side collision
by the use of side airbags.He also
said that under the Bharat NCAP,
the structural safety of the vehicle,

GOVERNMENT TO RAISE 4 KILLED AFTER FALLING INTO
RS 3,000 CR FROM 1.5% SEWER; NHRC SEEKS REPORT
STAKE SALE IN ONGC
New Delhi: The government is all set to raise Rs
3,000 crore from its stake sale of 1.5 per cent in Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC),
India's largest oil and gas production company,
with the offer for sale (OFS) open on March 30 and
31, according to a regulatory filing.The reserve
price set for the OFS is Rs 159 a share, which suggests about a 7 per cent discount from the ONGC
stock's closing price of Rs 171 on the NSE on
Tuesday. ONGC shares fell over 3 per cent on
Tuesday from 176.35 on Monday.
ONGC employees can apply for equity shares
worth up to Rs 5 lakh each, the filing said, adding
that 0.075 per cent of equity shares sold in the OFS
would be offered to eligible employees at the cutoff price, the company said in stock exchange filing
on Tuesday.
In the OFS, a minimum of 25 per cent of the
shares are reserved for mutual funds and insurance companies, while 10 per cent is earmarked
for retail investors.
The government, which owns over 60 per cent
stake in ONGC, is the promoter selling 0.75 per
cent of the total paid-up equity share capital, or up
to 94,352,094 equity shares of the company, of its
stake in the company.

Team Absolute|New
Delhi

T

aking suo-motu
cognizance into
the death of four
persons -- who lost
their lives after falling
into a sewer, in the
national capital, the
National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) on
Wednesday sought a detailed
report in the matter within four
weeks from Delhi Chief Secretary,
Commissioner of Police and
MTNL Chairman.
Four persons lost their lives
after they fell into a sewer in the
national capital on Tuesday
evening. The incident happened
at northwest Delhi's Sanjay
Gandhi Transport Nagar.
The deceased were identified
as Bacchu Singh, Pintu, Suraj
Kumar Sahni, and Satish.
"The Commission has issued to
notice to the Chief Secretary,

adult occupants, stiffness of the
vehicle structure, crash tests safety
of child occupants, assessment of
the car from the pedestrian's safety
point of view and the bonnet
design, active safety assistance
technology, six airbags norms, 3.5
seat belts and seat belt alert system, have been included as the
new features.

WARNS EXPERTS
New Delhi: BA.2 has the potential to spread rapidly, but
experts also believe that it will not affect many people in
the future as most people have been vaccinated and
immunity levels have also increased.
The corona virus epidemic has once again started
wreaking havoc. In view of the increasing cases in many
countries, it is being called the fourth wave of corona.
This time the BA.2 subvariant of the Omicron variant of
Corona has wreaked havoc.What is ba.2 variant: Fourth
wave before covid Health experts claim that the ba.2
subvariant is growing 80% faster than Omron. ba.1 Kovid Fourth Wave: Threat of Fourth Wave Raised!
Compared to Omicron
Most cases of the Omicron ba.2 subvariant are
increasing in many countries in Asia and Europe,
including the US and UK. All experts of the World
Health Organization (WHO) consider it to be the fastest
spreading type ever. Surprisingly, it is more contagious
than its native form, Omicron.World Health
Organization (WHO) epidemiologist Maria Van
Karkhove described BA.2 as the most prevalent form of
covid and said it is spreading worldwide. According to
international databases, this subvariant is found in over
80% of the world's order by far.

SALMAN KHAN: 'HARVEY WEINSTEIN OF BOLLYWOOD'!
Super star's ex-girl friend Somy Ali calls out, also tags Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan . Although, she hasn't named anybody but her instagram
post (Either broken or removed) points finger towards 'Dabang-Sultan.'

SOMY ALI'S POST

Commissioner of Police, and the
Chairman, MTNL calling for a
detailed report in the matter
within four weeks including
action against the responsible
officers and relief and rehabilitation provided to the next of the
kin of the deceased persons," the
NHRC said.
"According to the media
reports, the workers were contractual staff of MTNL and were
carrying out some work when
they fell into the sewer line at
Main Bawana Road. They were
not wearing any protective gear,"
the Commission added.

The Harvey Weinstein of
Bollywood! You will be
exposed. The women you
abused will come out one
day and share their truth.
Just like @aishwaryaraibachchan_arb
 Somy Ali starred in many
Bollywood films from 1991 to
1998 with leading actors and was
rumoured to be dating Bollywood
superstar Salman Khan in the
1990s. She is now an activist,
working for women's rights, victims of domestic and sexual
abuse. She is the founder and
president of No More Tears USA
and is happy working for society.

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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n a startling move, superstar Salman
Khan's ex-girlfriend Somy Ali took to
her social media account and
dropped a cryptic post calling out
'Harvey Weinstein of Bollywood'.
Without taking anybody's name, she
tagged Aishwarya Rai Bachchan as well.

Interestingly, the silhouette shot
she shared online is from
Salman's old movie Maine Pyar
Kiya's romantic track Aate Jaate
Haste Gaate, although she has not
named anyone or tagged the film
yet many eyebrows are raised. She
has restricted the comments on
this post.
For the unversed, Somy Ali
dated Salman Khan in 90s for
almost a decade. Soon afterwards,
Sallu Bhai dated Aishwarya in the
early 2000s before the relationship
made headlines and they never
worked again ever after.
Aishwarya had even opened up on
being in an abusive relationship after
the ugly breakup.
According to sources, probe is on after
the she shared post. It is learnt that the
star is upset and didn't liked this move.
However, he has not expressed any kind
of reaction.
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SINGLE USE PLASTIC MAKES
UP 50% OF MARINE LITTER
Team Absolute|New Delhi

M

ore than 50 per cent of marine
litter was contributed by single
use plastics, it was found out
under the pan-India coastal monitoring
and beach clean-up activities from
2018-2021 undertaken by the National
Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR),
Chennai at regular intervals, the
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday.
"The 'Beach Litter Survey' has further
revealed that the maximum litter accumulation occurs in the backshore than
in the inter-tidal zone. Moreover, urban
beaches have higher accumulation rates
than the rural beaches," Earth Sciences
Minister Jitendra Singh told the Lok
Sabha in a written reply.
Samples from coastal water, sediment, beach, and biota are analysed for
micro/meso/ macro plastics pollution.
An increase in the abundance of microplastics is observed along the east coast
of India, during the monsoon. The stations nearer to the river mouth had
higher numbers of micro-plastic concentrations, he said.
The NCCR, an attached office of the
Ministry, is undertaking research activities in quantifying litter in the beaches

(macro, meso, and micro-plastics) in the
coastal water, sediment, and different
biota including commercial fishes,
bivalves, and crustacea. Data on the
level of micro-plastic pollution was generated for the east coast of India and the
west coast is proposed to be assessed
shortly, the Minister said.
The objectives of the UN Clean Seas

programme include urgent and concerted action against marine litter and plastic pollution by setting up a National
Marine Litter Action Plan to quantify the
total marine litter footprint in Indian
coastal waters, to reduce flow of plastics
into the ocean and creating awareness
to the public on marine litter and plastic
pollution, he added.

7 suspended for allowing students in
hijab to take class 10 exams in K'taka

BRING IN LAW FOR
CENSORSHIP ON OTT
PLATFORMS, WEB
CHANNELS: BJD MP

GADAG (KARNATAKA) | Agencies

T

New Delhi:
BJD Rajya
Sabha
Member
Prasanna
Acharya on
Wednesday
urged the government to
bring in law
for censorship
on OTT platforms and
web channels to restrict obscene scenes
and content spreading religious hatred.
Raising the issue during zero hour,
Acharya said that OTT platforms had
gained unprecedented viewership during the pandemic when traditional
sources of entertainment were hugely
impacted due to restrictions.
"Taking advantage of the situation,
web channels are showing obscene pictures and sometimes using very objectionable language...that is having a very
bad impact, particularly on the younger
generation," he pointed out. "Sometime
web channels are also seriously affecting
communal harmony with its content," he
said. He mentioned that if there was a
censorship provision, this could not have
happened.

he Karnataka Education
Department has suspended 7
teachers including 2 superintendents for allowing hijab clad students to
take SSLC (class 10) exams in Gadag
district.
The department has also ordered an
inquiry on the suspended persons.
These teachers and superintendents
allowed hijab clad girls to write exams
on Monday at the C.S. Patil
Examination Centre in Gadag.
Meanwhile, Sriram Sene Kalaburagi
District President, Ninganna Gouda
Patil has lodged a complaint with the
Block Education Officer of Kalaburagi
demanding the suspension of
Mohammad Ali, the teacher of Ijeri
Urdu School in Jevargi taluk for allowing a student to write exams wearing
hijab. In his complaint he has warned
that if action is not taken, protest will
be staged. Following the Karnataka
High Court Special Bench dismissal of
the petitions filed by students seeking
permission to allow them to wear hijab
and attend classes, the government has
prohibited wearing of hijab while writing exams in the state.
Majority of students belonging to the
minority community are attending
exams in uniforms and without hijab.
A separate room is being arranged for

Vandalism outside Kejriwal's
house; Delhi Police lodges FIR

THE FAMILY GALA

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Delhi Police has registered an
FIR against unidentified persons in
a case of vandalism outside the residence of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday.
The FIR was registered under sections
186 (Obstructing public servant in discharge of public functions), 353 (Assault
or criminal force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty), 188
(Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant) and 332
(Voluntarily causing hurt to deter public
servant from his duty) of the Indian
Penal Code and under section 3 of the
Prevention of Damage to Public Property
Act. Around 70 people were detained for
creating ruckus outside the residence of
Delhi Chief Minister during a protest that
was spearheaded by the Bharatiya Janata
Party Yuva Morcha over Kejriwal's recent
remarks in the Delhi Assembly on 'The
Kashmir Files' movie that were deemed
as "against the Kashmiri Pandit" community among the saffron clans.

T

Minister of civil aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia met Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his wife, Son and daughter in law.

TRADER KILLED OVER RS 1,000 EXTORTION MONEY IN PATNA
PATNA | Agencies

A

prominent trader of Patna city
was killed and two others,
including his son, were critically injured when they refused to pay
Rs 1,000 as extortion money in
Majarhatta wholesale market on
Wednesday.
The incident took place in the
Mirchi Gali under Patna City Chowk
police for the extortion of Rs 1,000.
According to eyewitneses, four
bike-borne criminals arrived at the
wholesale-cum-retail shop of
Pradeep Bangla and demanded Rs
1,000 as extortion money. Bangla's
son Golu Bangla was sitting at the
counter with an employee Chotu
standing next to him.
"The attackers were demanding Rs
1000. We offered Rs 200 which they
refused. My father, who was performing puja, argued with them at which,
the miscreants pulled out guns and

opened fire on him. We tried to save
him and got injured in the process,"
said Golu in a statement to the police.
"The attackers fired more than
seven rounds, three of which hit my

Muslim students to remove burqa,
hijab and then attend exams.
Earlier on Monday, a lady invigilator
who was monitoring examinations
wearing hijab was suspended after she
refused to take it off hijab in
Rajajinagar of Bengaluru. Many students have remained absent and went
back from the examination centres
after being asked to remove hijab.
As many as 8,73,846 students have
enrolled for SSLC exams this academic
year among which 4,52,732 are boys
and 4,21,110 are girl students. Four students belonging to the third gender
and 5,307 specially abled children are
also taking exams. More than 20,000
students had remained absent on the
first day of SSLC exams. The SSLC
(Class 10) examinations commenced
from March 28 and will be held till
April 11.

father. He died on the spot," he said.
Following the indiscriminate firing,
the traders of adjoining shops pulled
down the shutters in a bid to save
themselves. The attackers fled from

the spot without any challenge. The
injured were admitted to Patna
Medical College and Hospital for
treatment.
The broad daylight incident created a huge outrage in the area. Even,
police of Chowk police station did not
dare to reach the spot to recover the
body for two hours. The angry traders
and local residents blocked Gandhi
Maidan Patna City Ashok Rampath.
"It is a case of extortion.
Preliminary investigation reveals that
the victim had given extortion money
in the past. The attackers seem to be
local goons. We are making efforts to
arrest them," said Pradeep Kumar,
SHO of Patna City Chowk police station.
Earlier in the day, leaders of opposition parties created a ruckus in and
outside state Assembly against frequent crime incidents taking place in
Bihar. A JD-U leader was killed on
Sunday night in Danapur as well.

The protest, which was led by Delhi
BJP spokesperson Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga and BJP Yuva Morcha's national
president Tejasvi Surya, started as a
march around 10.30 a.m from the IP
College to the Chief Minister's residence.The protesters reached the Chief
Minister's residence at around 11.30 a.m.
and started raising slogans against
Kejriwal and his party. It took a violent
turn at around 1 p.m., when some of the
protesters breached the two barricades
that were placed near the CM house and
created ruckus there. Confirming about
the incident, Deputy Commissioner of
Police Sagar Singh Kalsi told IANS that

the protesters who breached the barricades, were carrying a small box of paint
from which they threw paint outside the
door.
"A boom barrier arm was also found
vandalised as also a CCTV camera," Kalsi
said. The police officer said that the
police team immediately removed them
from the spot and detained around 70
people.
Kejriwal was not present at the house
at the time of the incident.
Meanwhile, several Aam Aadmi Party
leaders accused the Delhi Police of inaction during the protest and said everything happened in front of the police.
The Delhi Police, however, said it had
already put up barricades as a precaution and they also used water cannons to
prevent the protesters from moving forward."Strong arrangements were set up
against the protesters, however, some 1520 protesters managed to reach just outside the residence of Delhi CM," DCP
Kalsi said, adding they were immediately
removed from there.

Lover raped, killed Class 10
student in Telangana: Police
HYDERABAD | Agencies

P

olice in Telangana's
Vikarabad district on
Wednesday solved the
case of rape and murder of a
Class 10 student with the
arrest of a youth who was in
love with her.
The body of the 15-yearold girl was found on the outskirts of Angadi Chentapally
village in Chengamul mandal
of Vikarabad district on
Monday. She had been missing since Sunday afternoon.
Police, which had registered a case and took up
investigation, solved the case
in 48 hours with the arrest of
the accused, identified as
Mahender. Superintendent of
Police, Vikarabad, N. Koti

Reddy told media persons
that the accused had called
the girl to an isolated place to
have sexual relations with her
as her parents had come to
know about their love and
had warned her against continuing the relationship.
During the meeting, when
the girl spurned his advances,
the accused used force to sexually assault her. When she
resisted, he pushed her
against a tree which resulted
in head injuries to the victim.

He then sexually assaulted
her and later fearing that she
might reveal this, he strangulated her to death and
escaped.
According to police, the
victim had developed friendship with the youth some
time ago. They later fell in
love. Recently the girl's parents came to know of the
affair, they pulled up the girl
and warned her against continuing the relationship.
The SP said they had
formed six teams to investigate the case. They picked up
the suspect and during questioning, he confessed the
crime. The accused was produced before a court, which
sent him to judicial custody.

Centre approves hike in DA/DR Centre okays procurement of 15 LCH limited
to its employees & pensioners
series production for Rs 3,887 cr

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Union Cabinet on
Wednesday gave its
approval for the release
of an additional installment
of Dearness Allowance (DA)
to the Central government
employees and Dearness
Relief (DR) to pensioners
which will be implemented
from January 1 to compensate for the price rise.
"This increase is in accordance with the accepted formula, which is based on the
recommendations of the 7th
Central Pay Commission,"
said the Centre.
The combined impact on
the exchequer on account of
both Dearness Allowance
and Dearness Relief would
be Rs 9,544.50 crore per
annum. This will benefit
about 47.68 lakh Central government employees and
68.62 lakh pensioners.
The increase comes in the

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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backdrop of the inflation and
rise in prices of essential
commodities. "The Union
Cabinet chaired by the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi, has given its approval
to release an additional
instalment of Dearness
Allowance (DA) to Central
Government employees and
Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners w.e.f. 01.01.2022 representing an increase of 3 per

cent over the existing rate of
31 per cent of the Basic
Pay/Pension, to compensate
for price rise," said the government statement.
The government had
raised the Dearness
Allowance last in October
2021, when it was increased
from to 31 per cent, and
before that in July 2021, the
Centre raised the DA from 17
per cent to 28 per cent.

he Centre on Wednesday
approved procurement of 15
indigenously designed Light
Combat Helicopter (LCH) Limited
series production at the cost of Rs
3,887 crore along with infrastructure
sanctions worth Rs 377 crore.
The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) met under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi and approved the procurement.
Light Combat Helicopter Limited
Series Production (LSP) is an indigenously designed, developed and
manufactured state-of-the-art modern combat helicopter containing
approximately 45 per cent indigenous content by value which will
progressively increase to more than
55 per cent for SP Version.
The helicopter is equipped with
requisite agility, maneuverability,
extended range, high altitude performance and around-the-clock, all-

weather combat capability to perform roles of Combat Search and
Rescue (CSAR), Destruction of
Enemy Air Defence (DEAD),
Counter Insurgency (CI) operations,
against slow moving aircraft and
Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPAs),
high altitude bunker busting operations, Counter Insurgency operations in jungle and urban environments and support to ground forces
and would be a potent platform to

meet the operational requirements
of Indian Air Force and Indian
Army.
State-of-the-art technologies and
systems compatible with stealth features such as reduced Visual, Aural,
Radar and Infrared signatures and
crash worthiness features for better
survivability have been integrated in
LCH for deployment in combat roles
catering to emerging needs for next
3 to 4 decades.

Several key aviation technologies
like Glass Cockpit and composite
airframe structure have been indigenised. The future Series
Production version will consist of
further modern & indigenous systems. Under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan (Self Reliant campaign), India is continuously growing in its capability to indigenously
design, develop and manufacture
advanced cutting edge technologies
and systems in the Defence Sector.
The manufacturing of LCH by
HAL will give a further push to
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative and
boost indigenisation of defence production and the defence industry in
the country. Production of LCH will
reduce import dependence for
Combat helicopters in the country.
Light Combat Helicopters are
already in the import embargo list.
With its versatile features built in for
combat missions, LCH has export
capability.
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madhya pradesh

MP-PEB APPROACHES EXPERT
AGENCY TO PROBE TET PAPER LEAK
 DAYS AFTER CONTROVERSY
OVER ALLEGED LEAK OF TEACHER
ELIGIBILITY TEST (TET) PAPER
ERUPTED AND PROTESTS FOLLOWED IN BHOPAL, THE
PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION
BOARD (PEB) OF MADHYA
PRADESH HAS WRITTEN TO AN
EXPERT AGENCY TO CONDUCT
INVESTIGATION IN THE MATTER.
THE PEB IS THE CHANGED NAME
OF VYAPAM, WHICH IS NOW
KNOWN AS STAFF SELECTION
BOARD (SSB).
Team Absolute|Bhopal

ays after controversy over alleged leak
of Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) paper
erupted and protests followed in
Bhopal, the Professional Examination Board
(PEB) of Madhya Pradesh has written to an

D

expert agency to conduct investigation in the
matter. The PEB is the changed name of
Vyapam, which is now known as Staff
Selection Board (SSB).
As per sources, a team of PEB reached the
institute located in Bilkhiriya area in Bhopal

and started the probe in the paper leak. This
educational institute was also the examination centre for the MP-TET. Sources told IANS
that the PEB team has doubts that the screenshots were taken from this college during
exams.

On Tuesday, the PEB issued a clarification
through its official Twitter handle stating that
it has received a complaint related to screenshots of test papers going viral. "A complaint
regarding a viral photo of leaked paper of
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET-2020) has been
received. A letter has been written to an
expert agency and a report has been sought.
PEB will take a decision after it gets the report.
PEB assures that it is committed for transparency," PEB said in an official statement.
However, the controversy related to the
alleged paper leak of the TET is heating up.
Now, the protesting candidates have alleged
that the PEB has removed the answer key
within hours of posting it on their website.
Earlier, the screenshot of leaked question
papers went viral on the social media. After
denying the allegations of leak, PEB posted
the answer key of MP-TET tests on its website
on Tuesday and removed it within hours.
On Tuesday, Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said that MAPIT (Madhya Pradesh
Agency for Promotion of Information
Technology) will conduct an investigation on
the charges of paper leak. MAPIT will submit
its report to the PEB.

Days after Uma Bharti vandalised liquor
shop, new shop to open in same area
Two weeks after senior BJP leader and former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Uma Bharti hurled a stone at a liquor shop in Bhopal's Barkheda Pathani area,
a new wine shop is set to operate in the locality.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

VEDANTI MAHARAJ'S PROG IN REWA
CANCELLED AFTER GRANDSON
ACCUSED OF RAPING MINOR
Team Absolute |Bhopal

week-long kathavachan programme of spiritual leader
Ram Vilas Vedanti or Vedanti Maharaj in Madhya
Pradesh's Rewa district was cancelled after his grandson-cum-disciple Mahant Sitaram Das was accused of raping a minor in the same city.
Vedanti Maharaj's kathavachan programme was scheduled from April 1 at Rewa's Manas Bhavan, and his grandson Samarth Tripahi, aka Mahant Sitaram Das, was in the
city for the past two weeks to oversee the preparations of the
event. The programme was organised to mark the inauguration of a shopping mall of Samadariya group builder.
Until Tuesday afternoon, posters and hoardings of the
programme were spotted at several places across Rewa city.
However, after the rape incident came to light, they were
removed. "Hanuman katha was scheduled to be held from
April 1 to 9 on the occasion of inauguration of a commercial
complex and a hotel of the group. Vedanti Maharaj ji was
scheduled to arrive on March 31. However, after the rape
incident, the programme had to be cancelled," an employee
of Samadariya group builder Said requesting not to be
named.
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CM Chouhan Will Hold
Yuva Samvad on April 6
Bhopal: Higher Education Minister Mohan Yadav said that
on April 6, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan would interact
with the students of universities and colleges through 'Yuva
Samvad' (Youth Dialogue). About 16 lakh 50 thousand students
of more than 1300 government, non-government, aided colleges
and universities of the state will be connected through this programme via virtual and live broadcasting. Yadav informed that
online registration is being done at college and university level
for "Yuva Samvad" to be held at Kushabhau Thakre Auditorium
in Bhopal. Live telecast of the programme can be seen on various platforms of electronic news channels and social media.
Yadav told that through NIC, more than 25 thousand students
will be able to communicate directly in the programme through
virtual classes set up in 52 district headquarters and government
colleges.

wo weeks after senior BJP leader
and former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Uma Bharti hurled a
stone at a liquor shop in Bhopal's
Barkheda Pathani area, a new wine shop
is set to operate in the locality.
A wine shop is under construction
where the sale of both local made and
foreign liquor will begin from April 1.
This is despite the local residents,
including women, staging a protest
against the new liquor shop.
There are already two or three liquor
shops in different locations of Barkhera
Pathani area and the new shop is close
to the residential colony. The new shop
will hardly be 200 meters away from an
existing liquor shop on the road connecting Awadhpuri residential colony
and Barkhera Pathani.
Women in nearby residential colonies
have objected to the new liquor shop
saying the old one was far from the resi-
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dential colonies but the new one is
hardly 200 meters from West Block of
Avadhuri. "We had protested against it,
but no one heard us.
We fear that incidents of misbehaviour with women will start here also like
in other areas where liquor shops are
running in residential colonies," says a
group of women in the West Block of
Advadhpuri. Bharti, who has been
demanding total prohibition in the

party-ruled Madhya Pradesh, had
recently written to Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan reminding him of his
promise to run an awareness campaign
against use of liquor and drugs. The former union minister had then warned
the local administration to get the liquor
shop shut within a week. She had pelted
a stone smashing liquor bottles in a
shop located in Azadpur locality under
Barkhera Pathani on March 13.

 A 17-YEAR-OLD GIRL WAS RAPED
AND LATER SHE WAS LEFT ON
ROADSIDE LATE ON MONDAY IN
REWA DISTRICT.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he incident allegedly took place in circuit house - a government-run luxury
guest house -- located at the district
headquarters, police said on Tuesday.
The incident came into light a day before
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan's
scheduled visit to Rewa on Wednesday.
The victim, a student at Government
Degree College for Girls (GDC) in Rewa, was
allegedly taken to circuit house by one of her
known friends saying that a person would
help her to get good marks in the exam.
There she was forced to consume liquor and
was raped.
As per the complaint lodged by the victim,
there were five-six people in the room and

they were all heavily drunk. "She was beaten
up for her resistance and later left with
threatening dire consequences, if she tells it
to someone. She was taken in a gypsy and
was dropped at college squire around 11:30
pm on Monday."
Subsequently, the victim reached the
police station at Civil Lines to lodge a complaint.
However, lodging a complaint was "not
easy" for the victim because the persons
whose name she mentioned in the complaint

 The child is born with two heads and
three hands, and the third hand is
towards the back between the two faces.
 According to pediatric surgeon Dr Brijesh
Lahoti, the condition is called dicephalic
parapagus.
 It is a rare form of partial twinning with
two heads side by side on one torso.
Team Absolute |Ratlam
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Ujjain Gaurav Diwas will be
celebrated on the new year
 Chief Minister will conclude the
9-day Vikramotsav
 Kailash Kher and Manoj
Muntashir to give performances
Team Absolute |Bhopal

n the beginning of
Vikram Samvat 2079
this year, the Gaurav
Diwas of Ujjain will be celebrated in the city of Baba
Mahakal. On this day, on
April 2, the 9-day
Vikramotsav will also conclude on Chaitra Nav Varsh
Pratipada. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
be the chief guest at the concluding ceremony.
Renowned musician Kailash
Kher with his band 'Kailasa'
will present a melodious
musical performance on the
banks of river Kshipra. In
accordance with the opinion
of experts, the foundation
day of Ujjain is being celebrated in compliance with
the resolve of Chief Minister
to celebrate the foundation
day of cities.
Higher Education Minister
and Chairman of
Vikramotsav Organizing
Committee, Mohan Yadav
informed that on the eve of
Nav Samvatsar, lyricist,
nationalist poet Manoj
Muntashir will present
'Muntashirnama' on April 1.
A National Kavi Sammelan
will be held at Shaheed Park
on March 31, in which
Vedvrat Vajpayee (Lucknow),
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Kavita Tiwari (Lucknow),
Anil Agarwal (New Delhi),
Rashmi Shakya (Ghazipur),
Deepak Parikh (Bhilwara),
Gaurav Chauhan (Etawah
and Ashok Bhati (Ujjain) will
recite poetry. Dinesh 'Diggaj'
will be the sutradhar of the
Kavi Sammelan.
Yadav informed that on
March 30, the Mahanatya
'Vikramaditya', created on
the lines of Mahanatya
'Jaanata Raja', will conclude
in Ujjain. In this Mahanatya,
live theatrical performances
are being performed with
special effects through horses, elephants, palanquins
and baggis. On the occasion
of Gudi Padwa, Surya
Upasana programme will
also be held at Datta Akhara
Kshipra river bank till 5:30
am. Along with this, 'Bharat
Vikram' YouTube channel
will also be started.
Yadav informed that once
upon a time Ujjain was
known as textile hub.
Industries are being established again in Ujjain under
the leadership of Chief
Minister. Chouhan will perform bhoomi-pujan of
Pratibha Syntex Factory on
April 2. With the establishment of the factory, direct
employment will be available
to about five thousand people. Medical device park is
also being established in
about 300 acres in Ujjain.
Yadav gave this information
during a discussion with
media representatives today.

CM Planted Harshringar
and Cassia Saplings
Bhopal: Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan planted
Harshringar and
Cassia saplings along
with the functionaries
of Mandakini
Sanskritik aur Samaj
Kalyan Samiti in
Smart City Park today.
Principal Secretary Public Relations Raghvendra Kumar Singh
and Additional Commissioner of Police Sachin Atulkar were
present. Chief Minister Chouhan received information about
the activities of the Samiti. The Samiti is also spreading public
awareness while working for environmental protection.
Besides, activities are conducted to make the general public
aware about the cultural heritage of Madhya Pradesh. The
organisation is affiliated to the Jan Abhiyan Parishad. It has
also conducted seminars and leadership development training
programmes with the Women's Commission. Traditional puppetry performances, poetry and folklore seminars have also
been organised in the Mandakini festival.

Teen girl raped in Rewa; family alleges political influence to save accused
allegedly have "strong political connections."
She was kept in the police station for the
whole night and she wasn't allowed to talk to
anyone, the victim's family has claimed.
Later on Tuesday, when matter came into
light and the family approached some local
politicians, the victim's MLC was conducted,
which confirmed rape and subsequently an
FIR registered.
Police claimed to have arrested one
accused involved in the case and a hunt to
nab others was underway.
Shiv Kumar Verma, Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) said, "MLC report has confirmed rape and FIR has been registered
against Vinod Panday. The room where the
incident occurred was booked in the name of
Vinod Panday and he has been arrested. He
is a notorious person and more than 30 cases
of different incidents are registered against
him. Victim is a minor."
A close friend of the victim, who was aware
of the incident, told IANS that she (the victim) was taken to circuit house by one Mohit
Dubey saying that she would get good marks

Woman Gives Birth To Baby With
Two Heads And Three Hands

onditions, such as genetic abnormalities, growth
restriction, mechanical forces affect the baby in the
uterus during development. In an unfortunate incident, a woman gave birth to a baby with two heads and three
hands. The incident took place in the Ratlam. The child has
been referred to Indore due to the seriousness and rareness
of the case.

New Delhi, Thursday, March 31, 2022

According to reports, the child's mother, Shaheen, is a resident of Javra. The child is born with two heads and three
hands, and the third hand is towards the back between the
two faces.
According to pediatric surgeon Dr Brijesh Lahoti, the con-

dition is called dicephalic parapagus. It is a rare form of partial twinning with two heads side by side on one torso.
"Such cases are rare and the condition of babies remains
uncertain especially in the initial days due to which we have
kept them under observation. We have not planned for any
surgery on the patient," Dr Lahoti told the media.
The child was referred to MY Hospital, Indore after being
kept in Ratlam's SNCU for some time.
During the sonography, this baby appeared to be a twin.
SNCU in-charge Dr Naved Qureshi said that the condition
of the child is critical, and in such cases, many children either
die in the womb or within 48 hours of birth. However, there is
an option for surgery in such cases. But 60 to 70 percent of
such children do not make it and die.
Presently, the child has been admitted to the ICU of MY
Hospital, Indore while the mother is still in Ratlam Hospital.
A similar incident had happened back in 2019 when a
then-23-year-old woman gave birth to a boy with two heads
and three hands at a hospital in Vidisha district. After birth,
the child was kept in the hospital's Intensive Care Unit (ICU).
However, his condition deteriorated and he was shifted to a
hospital in Bhopal for advanced health care.

in the exam if she would meet the person
there.
The victim's friend has alleged that under
the "influence" of some political persons,
police have "forced the victim to remove the
name of the main accused from her complaint". "She was taken to circuit house to
meet one spiritual guru Sitaram Das, who
was present in the circuit house. However,
she was forced not to mention his name in
the FIR due to political influence," the victim's friend said on condition of anomity.
Das is a disciple and grandson of well
known spiritual leader Vedanti Maharaj, who
has come to Rewa for kathavachan programme - scheduled for this week. Replying
to further queries, SSP Verma told IANS that
the police were also investigating those who
helped to book a room in the name of Vinod
Pandey. "Rape incident and the booking of
room, both are different incidents. We found
that Vinod Pandey's name was mentioned on
the circuit house's booking register. We are
investigating the matter from all angles."

WOMEN CARRY BODY ON COT IN REWA,
HOSPITAL SAYS NO VEHICLE AVAILABLE
Bhopal: Four women carrying the body of their relative
walked from a community health centre to their village to perform the last rites in Madhya Pradesh's Rewa district. While
the women carrying the body were heading towards their village on a national highway, a passerby made a video and
uploaded it on a social media site.
The incident was reported in Raipur locality on Wednesday,
around 25 km from the district headquarters. The body the
women were carrying on their shoulders was of an old
woman. She was taken to a local hospital for treatment, however, her condition deteriorated and she died during the treatment.
Having no facility for an ambulance or a vehicle for carrying
a body at the health centre, the women carried the body on
the same cot in which she was brought to the hospital and
walked towards their village to perform the last rights.
The women alleged that they were not offered a hearse by
the health centre to carry the body back home. "We decided to
carry the body on a cot. Neither the health centre, nor the
administration helped us," the women were heard saying in
the video which went viral on social media.
They were heard saying, "We are going back home the way
we had come."
However, Chief Medical and Health Officer, Dr B L Mishra
said the health centre staff were trying to arrange for a hearse
or an auto, but the family decided to carry the body on the cot
and left in a hurry.
"It's not a big deal, we don't have a hearse van in the area,"
Dr Mishra said.

04

New Delhi, Thursday, March 31, 2022

absolute edit

EDITOR’S SPECS

MEGHALAYA'S ROOT BRIDGES
ARE WORLD
HERITAGE
NOW
eghalaya's Living Root Bridges, a

M

unique natural phenomenon
shaped by human ingenuity, has
been included in the UNESCO world heritage site tentative list, officials said. Locally
known as "Jingkieng Jri", there are around
100 known living root bridges found in 72
villages in the East Khasi Hills district and
West Jaintia Hills district of the mountainous state. A living root bridge is like a suspension bridge formed by guiding the flexible roots of the rubber fig tree across a river
or a rivulet and allowing the roots of big
trees to grow and strengthen over a period
of many years. Most of these root bridges
are made by stretching roots of a single tree,
planted on one side of a stream or river. It
takes about 15 to 20 years to build such a
bridge and it has a lifespan of several centuries. Some of these bridges are claimed to
be over 200 years old, outliving the bridges
made through modern technology.
Meghalaya's double-decker living root
bridge, also a bio-engineering wonder, earlier showcased in various national events
including in the tableau for the Republic
Day parade.The Living Root Bridges,
which range in span from 15 feet to 250
feet, can survive storms and flash floods
and demonstrate a sacred relationship
between humans and nature. These root
bridges span across rivers connecting one
village to another. Environmentalists said
that the Living Root Bridges showcased the
indispensable human value of living with
sensitivity, protection and respect for all life.
There are no credible records to suggest
when the indigenous tribals developed this
living architecture. Meghalaya is often
likened to Scotland for its topography, scenic beauty and vegetation.

RIVERS OF SORROW:

Livelihoods of people living along IndiaB'desh trans-boundary rivers in peril
Sujit Chakraborty

I

ndia and Bangladesh share 54
trans-boundary rivers and earlier these rivers greatly supported the livelihoods of millions of riverine communities
in both countries and facilitated the
locals in numerous ways. However,
over the years the condition of these
rivers worsened, adversely affecting
the economic condition of lakhs of
people.
Though the Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) and the
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) have been jointly trying to boost trade and transportation using National Waterway1 (Ganga river) and National
Waterway-II (Brahmaputra river),
the condition of the riverine communities has not improved.
India's Jaipur-based think-tank
and NGO -- CUTS International -under a regional programme
"Transboundary Rivers of South
Asia (TROSA)" studied the rivers'
condition, the dwindling economy
of the riverine communities and the
forest and environmental situation
along the rivers.
Senior Programme Officer of
CUTS International, Sumanta
Biswas said that increasing urbanisation, deforestation, intensive agricultural processes besides the effect
of climate change have adversely
impacted the normal course of
many rivers leading to unpredictable floods, siltation, declining
navigability and increasing erosion
and pollution.
"Several dams were constructed
for different purposes including
power projects and irrigation and
these have also stifled the downstream flow of waters. Due to heavy
siltation during floods, the rivers
have become shallow and wide
causing erosion of their banks every
year," Biswas told correspondent.
He said: "Due to scarcity of fish in

Imran Khan terms no-trust move
a 'huge international conspiracy'
Islamabad|Agencies

P

akistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on
Wednesday said he will
show the 'threatening letter',
that he referred to in his public rally in Islamabad on
March 27, to senior journalists and government allies
later on Wednesday, Express
Tribune reported.
The premier made these
remarks during a ceremony
in Islamabad marking the
launch of the e-passports
facility.
During the ceremony, the
prime minister talked about
the no-confidence motion,
especially the existence of the
alleged letter, which warned
of 'dire consequences' if he
continued to stay in power.
However, the opposition
has rejected the premier's
claims; and concerned quarters did not find any evidence

of an external plot to remove
Imran Khan from power.
Imran Khan said that the
no-confidence motion was a
"democratic" right in a parliamentary democracy, but as
per him, the current no-trust
move was "funded by foreign
powers."
The PM said foreign powers could not accept leadership that worked for the people of Pakistan and criticised
the United States' War on
Terror, saying Pakistan "sacri-

GCC SECRETARYGENERAL APPEALS
FOR CEASEFIRE IN
YEMEN
Riyadh: Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Secretary-General Nayef Falah
Al-Hajraf appealed for a ceasefire in
Yemen to pave the way for the Yemeni
talks. The call went for the Saudi-led
coalition involved in a war in Yemen
and all Yemeni parties to stop military
operations in Yemen, Xinhua reported
citing the Saudi Press Agency.
He also renewed the invitation to
Ansar Allah, also known as the Houthis,
to attend the talks to alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people.
The talks commenced on Tuesday
and will continue until April 7 in Riyadh
as part of the efforts to end the Yemeni
crisis through political solutions. All
previous talks failed to achieve consensus between the parties in the dispute
to end the civil war in Yemen. The UNsponsored talks will review military,
political, humanitarian, and social
recovery aspects of the crisis in Yemen.

ficed its interest" for foreign
powers but they never "valued" its sacrifices.
In an allusion to the
alleged letter, Imran said he
would show it to senior journalists and allied parties to
show that it was "real".
"I will show this document
to the top journalists as its
details could not be shared in
public," he said, calling the
move to remove him a part of
a "huge international conspiracy."

these rivers, the fisherfolk are compelled to work elsewhere as labourers. For many decades, the riverine
communities shared close cultural
ties and similar lifestyles and
depend on the rivers for agriculture,
fisheries and navigation."
Biswas said that the communities
living upstream and downstream of
the rivers have their diverse perceptions and interests to utilise the
rivers and these dissimilar objectives often affect them and the
rivers.
"Mutual misperceptions among
the upstream and downstream
communities need to be defused
through consultative dialogue," he
observed and suggested that to save
and secure the river centric livelihoods the rivers should be protected.
CUTS International officials said
that the TROSA aims to reduce
poverty in vulnerable river basin
communities through increased
access and control over water
resources in the GangaBrahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) basin
of Bangladesh, Nepal and India,
and in the Salween basin of
Myanmar.
To highlight the concerns of the
river communities along the trans-

boundary rivers of Tripura, CUTS
International organised "Nadi
Baithak" (river meeting) at various
places in the Meghna basin.
The "Nadi Baithak" is a platform
that enables communities to learn
more about their rights, identify
issues they need to be concerned
about, and raise their collective
voices to stand up for themselves
and protect their livelihoods.
Biswas said that unscientific and
unregulated sand mining also largely affected the normal flow of water
in the rivers in eastern India.
The NGO will soon submit its
report on the prevailing situation
and recommendations to the central and state governments.
CUTS International's Executive
Director Bipul Chatterjee said that
three river basins - Ganga,
Brahmaputra and Meghna -- over
the centuries have provided lifelines
for the livelihood and connectivity
of these regions.
"Unfortunately due to the political redrawing of our boundaries
they are no longer able to do that.
Therefore, the current initiatives
talk about basin-wide river management through trade and tourism for
better livelihood of local people
who are dependent on these rivers

and their tributaries and distributaries for their livelihood,"
Chatterjee said.
Arati Bala Das in Khowai (western Tripura) said that when fish
were plentiful in the rivers, the men
were busy in fishing but with the
gradual sinking of the rivers, there is
no fish available in the rivers, enormously affecting their livelihood.
"We had also earned money
through weaving of the fishing nets
but now all these have been ruined,
forcing us to look for new avenues,"
she told correspondent.
Bamboos were also once transported through the rivers to cater to
the local bamboo based industries,
but scarcity of water in the rivers
stopped this.
CUTS International's studies
found that till the 1980s the
Kushiyara, Barak, Gomti and other
rivers of the Meghna river basin
were frequently used for carrying on
trade in stones, tea, jute and other
products through the waterways.
However, due to excessive siltation, most river routes have become
obsolete over the years.
One of the main challenges in
both the river-based routes of
Karimganj-Ashuganj and
Sonamura-Daudkandi, notified by
the Indian and Bangladesh governments, is poor navigability and river
depth which makes movement of
vessels difficult during the greater
part of the year and especially during the lean season.
While small vessels of 500-600
MT can operate in a few of the riverine stretches of the Meghna river
basin, larger vessels of around 1,000
MT can operate only during the
four month rainy season.
"This is one of the key challenges
faced by traders or businessmen in
their endeavours to conduct waterways based cross-border trade in
this basin.
Dredging
for expanding existing

UKRAINE SETS UP OVER 7,000 CONGO REFUGEES CROSS INTO
3 HUMANITARIAN UGANDA AFTER INTENSE FIGHTING BACK HOME
CORRIDORS
Kampala|Agencies

Kiev: Ukraine established
three humanitarian corridors on Wednesday, the
country's Deputy Prime
Minister Iryna Vereshchuk
said on Telegram.
Two corridors were set
up to allow Ukrainian
civilians to flee the cities
of Melitopol and
Energodar in the southern
Zaporizhzhia region,
which were captured by
Russia's forces, Xinhua
news agency reported citing Vereshchuk.
Another humanitarian
route was established in
the eastern Donetsk
region to evacuate people
from the city of Mariupol,
where active hostilities are
underway, she added.
Last Thursday, Ukraine
established seven humanitarian corridors, following
nine corridors the previous day, according to
Ukraine's government-run
Ukrinform news agency.

O

ver 7,000 people
from the eastern
part of Congo
have crossed into
Uganda after intense
fighting back home,
authorities in Uganda's
border district of Kisoro
said on Wednesday.
The Congolese are fleeing fighting that started on March 28
between Congolese troops and
rebels, Kisoro Chief Administrative
Officer Manasseh Rukundo said in
a statement, Xinhua news agency
reported.
He called for an emergency
response, saying the district is overwhelmed by the refugee influx.
Some schools have been closed
to students to house the refugees,
Rukundo said.
"There is pressure on Bunagana
Health Center II for first aid, water
and latrine usage. The available
water in a single water tank at the
health facility got used up. The pit
latrines for the health centre and
Bunagana market were filled up,"
he said.

"There is also lack of food and
non-food items. Most of the
refugees are elderly, children and
women, and others who are not
physically okay and cannot walk
easily," Rukundo said in the statement.
The district authorities called for
help to screen the newcomers for
Ebola and Covid as well as provision of other first-aid services.
The Uganda military on Tuesday
said troops are on standby at the
Bunagana border point to prevent
negative elements from crossing
into the country.
Last month, at least 7,000
refugees crossed into Uganda following attacks by Allied
Democratic Forces rebels in eastern Congo.

channels or creating new navigation
channels, has been used from time
to time by both India and
Bangladesh as a stop gap solution,"
the studies said.
"However, it is not a sustainable
long-term solution. One of the reasons for that is frequent course
changes of the rivers. Short term
solutions for enhancing trade
through these waterways could be
through the use of smaller vessels
which can easily navigate through
these routes.
"However, long-term solutions
would require a more comprehensive approach by both countries to
tackle the issue of siltation through
a combination of dredging, channel
creation and fortification of riverbanks amongst others."
According to the India State of
Forest Report 2021 (ISFR 2021),
released earlier this year, forest
cover in the 140 hill districts of the
country has shown a decrease of
902 sq km (0.32 per cent) with all
eight states of the northeast region
also showing a decline.
Arunachal Pradesh, that has 16
hill districts, has shown a loss of 257
sq km forest cover compared to the
2019 assessment, Assam's three hill
districts (- 107 sq km), Manipur's
nine hill districts (- 249 sq kms),
Mizoram's eight hill districts (- 186
sq km), Meghalaya's seven hill districts (- 73 km), Nagaland's 11 districts (- 235 sq km), Sikkim's four
districts (- 1 sq km), and Tripura's
four districts (- 4 sq kms).
The total forest cover in the
northeastern region is 1,69,521 sq
km, which is 64.66 per cent of its
area.
The ISFR 2021 assessment shows
a decrease of forest cover to the
extent of 1,020 sq km (0.60 per cent)
in the region.

international
3 PAK SOLDIERS KILLED, 18
INJURED IN MILITANT ATTACK
IN KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
Islamabad: Three Pakistan security personnel
were killed and 18 others injured in an overnight
attack on a Frontier Corps (FC) fort in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Tank district, Dawn reported.
The injured were shifted to the district hospital
where an emergency was declared while more
troops had been
dispatched to
the area.
In a statement, the police
said three terrorists were killed
in the exchange
of fire that began
late on Tuesday night and continued till
Wednesday morning.
The incident comes days after four soldiers
were killed in North Waziristan's Hassan Khel
area during an exchange of fire with terrorists
who attempted to infiltrate into Pakistan from
Afghanistan in the night between March 23 and
March 24.
According to a statement issued by the InterServices Public Relations (ISPR), a group of terrorists had tried to infiltrate Pakistan at midnight,
but their attempt was foiled due to the "alertness
and timely response of army troops".
"The terrorists, having failed, fled... and as per
intelligence reports, suffered heavy casualties,"
the statement had read.

Palestinian president
Egyptian president vows support
condemns
killing
in
Tel
Aviv
for efforts to hold Libyan polls
Ramallah|Agencies

Cairo|Agencies

E

gyptian President Abdel-Fattah
al-Sisi has expressed Egypt's
"unwavering support" for Libya
to hold presidential and parliamentary elections, said the Egyptian presidency.
The Egyptian leader on Tuesday
made the remark during a meeting
with Mohamed al-Menfi, head of the
Libyan Presidential Council, during
which they discussed the latest
developments of the Libyan crisis.
Sisi expressed "Egypt's unwavering
support for the Libyan state institutions to undertake their responsibilities and role, leading to holding the
presidential and parliamentary elections," said Egyptian presidential
spokesman Bassam Rady in a statement, Xinhua news agency reported.
The Egyptian president also
stressed his country's support for the
efforts to achieve Libya's greater

interests and preserve its territorial
integrity.
For his part, al-Menfi praised
Egypt's "vital role" and tireless efforts
to restore security and stability in
Libya by supporting comprehensive
reconciliation efforts among the
Libyans and reunifying Libya's state
institutions.

He also appreciated Cairo's support for the implementation of the
withdrawal of all foreign forces and
mercenaries from Libya in order to
preserve Libya's unity, security, and
sovereignty.
The talks came amid rising tensions between Libyan political forces,
which have led to the indefinite postponement of the general elections
that were supposed to be held in late
2021.
Libya has been suffering insecurity
and chaos since the fall of its late
leader Muammar Gaddafi in 2011,
with mercenaries and foreign fighters
reportedly operating for years in the
country.
On February 10, the Libyan parliament unanimously voted for Fathi
Bashagha as the country's new prime
minister, replacing Abdul-Hamid
Dbeibah who vowed that his government will remain in office until the
general elections are held.

alestinian
President
Mahmoud Abbas
has condemned the
shooting in the Bnei
Brak neighbourhood of
Tel Aviv that killed at
least five Israelis.
In a press statement
on Tuesday, Abbas
warned that killing
Israeli or Palestinian
civilians "only leads to
further deterioration,"
adding that "everyone is striving to
achieve stability, especially as Muslim,
Christian and Jewish holidays are coming."He also warned of exploiting the
shooting attack in Tel Aviv "to carry out
aggressions and reactions against the
Palestinians by settlers and other
Israelis," Xinhua news agency reported.
Abbas said that the cycle of violence
"confirms that permanent, comprehen-

P

sive and just peace is the shortest and
correct way to provide security and stability for the Palestinian and Israeli peoples and the people of the region."
Meanwhile, the Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) said that the shooting attack was "a response to the Israeli
actions and measures against the
Palestinians, their properties, and holy
places."
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MAHARASHTRA'S SUPER REFINERY Congress Top Brass
PROJECT MOVES AHEAD
Upset At Party Being
The project was earlier proposed to be built at Nanar in Ratnagiri district, but
has got stalled due to opposition from local organisations and the ruling
Shiv Sena in the state. The Maharashtra government is in touch with the
Ratnagiri Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd (RRPCL), which would be executing
the mega project
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Corporation Ltd (BPCL) that signed
an MoU with Saudi Arabian Oil Co.
(Saudi Aramco) for setting up India's
largest refinery and petroleum complex.
The Rs three lakh crore would have
been the largest single-location refinery complex in the world with a
capacity of 60 million tonnes.
Initially, the project was proposed
to come up at Nanar in Rajapur tehsil,
however, it had to be stalled because
of the opposition by the Shiv Sena.
While Thackeray had communicated with Modi some time back, the
issue became public coinciding with
the Konkan visit of his son and state
Environment Minister Aaditya

I

n a significant development
involving the world's largest refinery project in Ratnagiri in the
coastal Konkan belt, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has
written to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi proposing a new location.
The Maharashtra government is in
touch with the Ratnagiri Refinery &
Petrochemicals Ltd (RRPCL), which
would be executing the mega project.
The super refinery project involves
an Indian consortium consisting of
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum

FARMER DIES OF
HEAT STROKE
Jalgaon: A 27-year-old
farmer has died of heat
stroke in Maharashtra's
Jalgaon district, as parts of
the state continue to witness heatwave conditions,
officials said on
Wednesday. An official at
the Jalgaon district collectorate claimed this was
probably the first such
case during the current
summer season in the
state. On Tuesday, Jalgaon
district, located over 400
km from Mumbai, recorded a maximum temperature of 41.8 degrees
Celsius, which was 2.5
degrees C higher than normal, as per a report of the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
The farmer, Jitendra
Sanjay Mali, was on
Tuesday afternoon rushed
by some people to the
Amalner rural hospital in
Jalgaon where he was
declared dead on arrival,
Dr Ashish Patil from the
medical facility said.
"Prima facie, Mali died
of heat stroke. He was
working in a farm and
while going back home, he
fainted during the scorching heat. The other farmers working nearby rushed
him to the hospital, but we
could not save him," Dr
Patil said.

Thackeray.
Asked about the development, the
junior Thackeray said: "Yes, as I have
said earlier, the project would come
up after consultations with the locals
and the interest of the bhoomiputras."
In place of Nanar, the government
has proposed Basru and Nate for the
refinery and crude oil terminal,
respectively.
The Shiv Sena's alliance partners in
the Maha Vikas Aghadi government Congress and NCP seem to be on the
same page.
It may be mentioned, on Sunday,
Union Minister for Education, Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship

The Maharashtra Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday demanded the resignation and arrest of
Bhartiya Janata Party's
Leader of Opposition
(Council) Pravin Darekar in
connection with an alleged
bank fraud case he is
embroiled in.

T

he Maharashtra Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Tuesday demanded the
resignation and arrest of Bhartiya
Janata Party's Leader of Opposition
(Council) Pravin Darekar in connection
with an alleged bank fraud case he is
embroiled in.
Addressing the media, AAP state
General Secretary Dhananjay Shinde and
others said that Darekar had cheated
Mumbai citizens by falsely claiming to be
a manual labourer to contest and win the
Mumbai District Central Cooperative
Bank (MDDCB) elections.
During his tenure as the MDCCB
Chairman, Darekar also "oversaw the
misappropriation of bank funds to the
tune of Rs 2,000 crore", Shinde alleged.
However, Darekar - who was the
MDCCB Director for two terms and followed as Chairman for two terms (20112021) -- has consistently denied all the
charges against him by the AAP and earli-

er by the ruling Shiv Sena.
The AAP leaders said that during his
tenure at the helm of the bank, the State
Cooperative Department and NABARD
audit reports pointed at irregularities
related to misappropriation of funds to
the tune of Rs 2000 crore between 2015
and 2021, and utter disregard of regulatory compliances and procedures.
"We demand the immediate resignation of Darekar as Leader of Opposition
(Council) and call upon the MVA government to set up a Special Investigation
Team for a time-bound probe into the
embezzled funds at the MDCCB," said
AAP Mumbai In-Charge Preeti SharmaMenon.
Shinde, who lodged a police complaint
against Darekar in January after exposing
his dubious credentials in the name of a
labour organisation, Pratigya Cooperative
Labour Organisation, said he was disqualified by the Cooperative Department
on January 8, 2022.

M
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n yet another sign of rift
within MVA, sources
told Republic TV that the
Congress high command is
unhappy with the party
being ignored in
Maharashtra despite being
a part of the government.
As per sources, many leaders and MLAs belonging to
the Sonia Gandhi-led party
are upset with the state government. Reportedly, the
party is miffed over the
unequal distribution of
funds to its legislators.
Sources also added a
number of Congress leaders
and MLAs might meet party
president Sonia Gandhi
very soon. Interestingly,
Shiv Sena MLA Tanaji
Sawant had claimed two
days earlier that his party
was receiving secondary

treatment in the ruling
coalition. He also alleged
that inside the total budget,
the NCP-led departments
got 57% to 60% allocation
and those headed by
Congress ministers got 30%
to 35% whereas the Shiv
Sena's share in fund allotments was reduced to just
16%.
Despite winning a comfortable majority of its own
in the 2019 Assembly election, NDA could not form
the government in 2019
over Shiv Sena's demand
for the rotational CM post.
After the imposition of the
President's Rule in the
State, BJP took a surprising
step of joining hands with
NCP's Ajit Pawar, who had
reportedly promised the
support of other legislators.
However, the new Fadnavisled government had to
resign ahead of the SCmandated floor test owing
to the paucity of numbers.
Subsequently, Shiv Sena
chief Uddhav Thackeray
took oath as the CM of
Maharashtra backed by
allies NCP and Congress on
November 28, 2019.
Over the last couple of
years, multiple Congress
leaders have expressed

their concerns over their
party being neglected in the
coalition government. In
May 2020, Rahul Gandhi
had publicly stated that
Congress was not the key
decision-maker in
Maharashtra. Indicating
Congress' growing discomfort, the party's
Maharashtra unit chief
Nana Patole has repeatedly
asserted that his party will
win a majority on its own in
the next Assembly election.
Stressing that many people
are miffed over Congress'
"growing influence" in the
state, he also claimed that
CM Uddhav Thackeray and
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar are
tracking his moves.
On July 14, 2021, Shiv
Sena mouthpiece Saamana
took a swipe at Patole over
these remarks. When
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi
summoned the
Maharashtra Congress chief
and other leaders to Delhi
for a meeting on August 20,
2021, speculation was rife
that he will be replaced.
While he managed to retain
his post, Patole was reportedly asked to refrain from
making any controversial
remarks affecting the MVA.

After Shinde's complaint, the MRA
Marg Police Station lodged a first information report against Darekar on March
15 after which the latter has been moving
various courts seeking pre-arrest reliefs.
"The post of Leader of Opposition is prestigious and a dishonest and corrupt person like Darekar cannot be allowed to
occupy it. The Leader of Opposition
(Assembly) Devendra Fadnavis, former
ministers like Chandrakant Patil and
Subhas Deshmukh have shielded
Darekar and are equally liable for the
crimes perpetrated by him," Shinde said.
Targeting the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), he accused it of failing to take
action against Darekar because some of
the ruling coalition leaders were also
directors at the MDCCB.
Sharma-Menon further demanded
that the RBI should intervene to appoint
an administrator and monitor the
MDCCB's functions till the issue reaches
its logical conclusion.

Some of the MLAs told ET that ministers, especially Congress
ministers, in MVA were 'not in sync' with them "How will the
party fare well in elections if ministers overlook MLAs' requests
for implementing work in constituencies," one of them asked.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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t least 25 Congress MLAs from
Maharashtra have sought an
appointment with party president
Sonia Gandhi to complain against
Congress ministers in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government who did 'not
respond to their concerns. The MLAs
have in a letter urged Gandhi to intervene
to 'set things right.'
Some of the MLAs told that ministers,
especially Congress ministers, in MVA
were 'not in sync' with them "How will
the party fare well in elections if ministers
overlook MLAs' requests for implementing work in constituencies," one of them

asked.
Indicating a lack of coordination in the
party, the MLAs said that they came to
know only last week that each Congress
minister was entrusted with three party
MLAs in his care to address their issues
appropriately. "We came to know only
when HK Patil held a meeting recently
that Congress ministers were allotted
three MLAs each. It was apparently done
a few months after MVA government was
formed, but we came to know about it
only now, 2.5 years before the next elections. Even now, no one knows which
minister is attached to us," said the
Congress MLA.

DESCENDANTS OF SANT TUKARAM MEET MODI, THANK HIM FOR PALKHI MARG
A delegation of devotees
from the Bhakti tradition of
Maharashtra, including
descendants of the 17th
century saint, Sant Tukaram,
met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
to thank him for identifying
a designated road for the
annual pilgrimage on foot to
Pandharpur.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

delegation of devotees from
the Bhakti tradition of
Maharashtra, including
descendants of the 17th century

A

saint, Sant Tukaram, met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday
to thank him for identifying a designated road for the annual pilgrimage
on foot to Pandharpur.
Modi had recently attended the
Bhoomi Pujan ceremony in Pune of
Palkhi Marg for the annual pilgrimage on foot to Pandharpur, called
Wari.
Lakhs of devotees walk every year
to Pandharpur with palkhis of Sant
Tukaram and Sant Dnyaneshwar
among others from different places,
all headed to reach Pandharpur on
Aashadhi Ekadashi, generally falling
in June. Those who walk are called
warkaris.
As per the warkari tradition, PM
Modi was offered a headgear akin to
Sant Tukaram (called Tukaram

Maharashtra launches scheme to
offer personal loans for prisoners

aharashtra government on Tuesday
launched a scheme

In yet another sign
of rift within MVA,
sources told
Republic TV that
the Congress high
command is
unhappy with the
party being ignored
in Maharashtra.

Lack Of Coordination Within Cong,
MLAs To Meet Congress President

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Ahmednagar:A woman from a village in
Maharashtra showed exemplary grit and
saved her husband from the clutches of a
leopard while fighting valiantly with the
feline.
Showing no sign of fear in such a situation, Sanjana Pawade, who is in her late 30s,
grabbed the leopard's tail and pulled it back,
following which the carnivore lost its grip on
the man and the latter got saved, forest officials said on Wednesday while lauding the
woman's bravery.The incident took place at
Darodi village of Parner tehsil in
Ahmednagar district on the intervening
night of March 25 and 26, they said."While
her family members were fast asleep,
Sanjana sensed the presence of a leopard
outside their house. She woke up her husband Gorakh Dashrath Pawade, who went
out to check. The leopard then suddenly
jumped on the man and attack him," forest
guard Hari Athare said.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Dharmendra Pradhan had said: "The
Nanar oil refinery project in Konkan
has the potential to contribute millions of crores of rupees and employment to Maharashtra's economy.
Though the project has been
stalled for the last few years due to
the opposition, now that the
Maharashtra government seems to be
changing its mind, there is hope for a
revival of the Nanar project."

Arrest BJP Oppn Leader in Mumbai
bank fraud case, says AAP

WOMAN FIGHTS OFF LEOPARD, SAVES
HUSBAND FROM ITS CLUTCHES

The Maharashtra
State Co-operative
Bank will give loans
under the scheme
up to Rs 50,000 at
an interest rate of 7
per cent. The
scheme will be
implemented on a
pilot basis at
Yerawada Central
Jail, Pune, said
Maharashtra Home
Minister Dilip Walse
Patil

Ignored In Maharashtra

to provide personal loans for
prisoners with the aim to
improve the living standard
of the families of the inmates.
The Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank will give loans
under the scheme up to Rs
50,000 at an interest rate of 7
per cent. The scheme will be
implemented on a pilot basis
at Yerawada Central Jail,
Pune, said Maharashtra
Home Minister Dilip Walse
Patil. The decision was taken
in a meeting chaired by
Home Minister Patil at
Sahyadri Guest House and
also a Government
Resolution (GR) was issued in
this regard.
Launching the scheme,
Patil said, "It will also be the
first innovative loan scheme
in the country to get a loan

based on the income earned
while working in a prison.
With this, a welfare scheme
can come in concrete form
and approximately 1,055 prisoners can benefit from the
scheme. Many inmates are
serving long-term imprisonment. Since the majority of
these inmates are prominent
members of the family, their
families may become distraught." "A feeling in the
family that the person who
has gone to jail has failed in
his family duties. In such a
situation, providing a loan to
a prisoner for the needs of his
family would help to increase
the family's sympathy and
love for the prisoner and help
maintain a healthy family
atmosphere," added the minister.

pagadi), a traditional stole, Veena,
chipalya (a clinky single hand-held
musical instrument) to wear and
gifted a tulsi mala and a copy of
Tukaram Gatha, a compendium of
Sant Tukaram's couplets).
"The delegation also invited Modi
ji for the Lokarpan ceremony of the
Shila temple at Dehu (near Pune),"
former Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis tweeted after the
meeting.
Apart from descendants of Sant
Tukaram, the delegation also included president of the Sant Tukaram
Maharaj Sansthan, Dehu, Nitin
More, member of Vitthal Rukmini
Temples Committee, Pandharpur,
Shivaji More and BJP's Spiritual
Front Maharashtra chief Aacharya
Tushar Bhosale.

Why is Maharashtra in grip of heatwave in March
 A REGION IS CONSIDERED TO BE UNDER
THE GRIP OF A HEATWAVE IF THE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE
REACHES AT LEAST 40
DEGREES CELSIUS OR
MORE FOR PLAINS
AND AT LEAST 30
DEGREES CELSIUS OR
MORE FOR HILLY
REGIONS.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Vidarbha region, northcentral (north Madhya
Maharashtra) and

Marathwada region of
Maharashtra are likely to be under
the grip of a heatwave till April 2.
Temperature in the Vidarbha
region has already crossed the 40
degrees Celsius mark in the last
two days. This is the second
heatwave spell in the state in
March.
A region is considered to be
under the grip of a heatwave if
the maximum temperature
reaches at least 40 degrees
Celsius or more for plains and at
least 30 degrees Celsius or more
for hilly regions. When the maximum temperature departure
ranges between 4.5 and 6
degrees, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) declares a
heatwave. A severe heatwave is
declared when the recorded
maximum temperature of a
locality departure from normal is
over 6.4 degrees Celsius.

Also, if the area records over 45
degrees and 47 degrees Celsius
on any given day, then the IMD
declares heatwave and severe
heatwave, respectively.
Winds over interior
Maharashtra from the dry and
hot northwest region of the
country are causing the temperatures to soar. The lack of premonsoon showers has also led to
an increase in the overall maximum temperature.
March marks the beginning of
the summer season over the
region and is considered a transition phase, where the day temperature gradually rises.
However, the first spell of heatwave/severe heatwave of the season arrived earlier this year in the
first half of the month.
A heatwave generally occurs
over plains of Northwest India,
Central, East and North

Peninsular India from March to
June. It covers Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, parts of Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. Sometimes it occurs
over Tamil Nadu and Kerala also.
However, maximum temperature
above 45°C is recorded mainly
over Rajasthan and Vidarbha
region in May. The peak month of
the heatwave over India is May.
As per the forecast from the
weather department, a heatwave
spell over the Northwest, Central
and West India (including
Konkan, Marathwada and
Madhya Maharashtra) is likely to
continue for the next 4-5 days. A
gradual rise in maximum temperatures by 2-4°C is very likely over
Maharashtra during the next five
days.
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ARIANA DEBOSE

AMY SCHUMER

DISCUSSED DISNEY'S
HANDLING OF 'DON'T
SAY GAY' BILL WITH CEO

'STILL TRIGGERED AND
TRAUMATISED' WITH WILL
SMITH SLAP INCIDENT

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los
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ctress Ariana DeBose, who made history at the
94th Academy Awards by becoming the first
openly queer woman of colour to win an acting
Oscar for her work in Steven Spielberg's 'West Side
Story', says she discussed Disney's handling of 'Don't
Say Gay' bill with CEO Bob Chapek.
The musical was distributed by 20th Century
Studios, which is owned by The Walt Disney
Company, reports 'Variety'.
On the Academy Awards red carpet before the
ceremony, I talked with DeBose about Florida's
'Don't Say Gay' bill. DeBose says she has reached
out to Disney CEO Bob Chapek to talk about the
studio's controversial reaction to the legislation.
"Bob and I, we're gonna do the work," DeBose
said. "I have [spoken to Chapek]. I'm a very
hands-on type of person. And when I see something, I say something. And while I may not
always put it on the internet, I do that. I reached
out. And I will continue to reach out and Bob
knows that."
According to 'Variety', when I asked about
queer representation at this year's Oscars,
which also included best actress nominee
Kristen Stewart, DeBose smiled.
"We're here. We're queer. And we've been
here."
Earlier this month, Chapek came under
fire for Disney's reported donations to the
bill's sponsors. Variety exclusively reported
at the time that LGBTQ Disney employees
sent the CEO and other company executives a letter asking that the company
issue a statement against anti-LGBTQ
legislation in the U.S.
Chapek was blasted when he eventually addressed the issue by saying
that the "biggest impact" Disney can
make is by promoting inclusivity
through its content.
During her acceptance speech
on Sunday, DeBose delivered a
powerful message: "To anybody
who has ever questioned your
identity ever, ever, ever, or you
find yourself living in the gray
spaces, I promise you this:
There is indeed a place for
us."
On Monday, as Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis
signed the 'Don't Say
Gay' bill into law, the
Walk Disney Company
promised to work on
repealing the legislation.
"Florida's HB 1557,
also known as the
'Don't Say Gay' bill,
should never have passed
and should never have
been signed into law," the
statement reads.

A
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cademy Awards
co-host Amy
Schumer has
posted a shocked
reaction
to
Hollywood star Will
Smith
slapping
comedian Chris
Rock during the
event.
"I think we can all
agree that the best
way to unpack what
happened is to stream
my series @lifeandbethhulu and see me on tour this
fall," Schumer began in a lighthearted manner in an Instagram
post late on Tuesday, reports
aVariety'.
Schumer was referring to her
Hulu show 'Life & Beth'.
However, Schumer got serious
quickly after that.
"But for real. Still triggered and
traumatized. I love my friend
@chrisrock and believe he handled it like a pro. Stayed up there
and gave an Oscar to his friend
@questlove and the whole thing

A
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Chennai: One of the most
awaited films of the year, 'Top
Gun: Maverick' will hit
screens on

May 27. Tom Cruise, who wowed audiences around the world as Pete
'Maverick' Mitchell in 'Top Gun', returns
as a trainer in this edition of the 'Top
Gun' franchise.
The immensely popular Hollywood
star shared a new trailer of Top Gun:
Maverick on his Twitter timeline
and said, "The new trailer
for #TopGun is here. See you
at the theater." Production house
Paramount Pictures, in its description
of the new film's trailer, said, "After more
than 30 years of service as one of the
Navy's top aviators, Pete "Maverick"
Mitchell (Tom Cruise) is where he

was so disturbing."
"So much pain in @willsmith anyway I'm still in shock and stunned and
sad. I'm proud of myself and my cohosts. But yeah. Waiting for this sickening feeling to go away from what we
all witnessed," Schumer continued
Schumer co-hosted the 94th
Academy Awards with Regina Hall
and Wanda Sykes.
Chris Rock and Will Smith had an
altercation during the 2022 Oscar telecast. Rock appeared on stage to present the Oscar for documentary feature
and made a joke about Smith's wife
Jada Pinkett Smith being in a 'G.I.
Jane' movie because of her shaved
head. Smith then took the stage to slap
Rock. Although it appeared to be a
joke at first, Smith returned to his seat
and yelled at Rock, "Keep my wife's
name out of your f*****g mouth!"
Smith went on to win the best actor
Oscar for 'King Richard' and made an
emotional speech during which he
apologised for the incident, but not to
Rock.
He subsequently apologised to
Rock, saying: "I was out of line and I
was wrong."
The incident made headlines
around the world. Smith now faces
action from the Academy.

Tom
Cruise back
in pilot seat in
'Top Gun:
Maverick'
belongs,
pushing the
envelope as a courageous test pilot and
dodging the advancement in rank that
would ground him. "When he finds himself training a detachment of Top Gun
graduates for a specialized mission the
likes of which no living pilot has ever
seen, Maverick encounters Lt. Bradley
Bradshaw (Miles Teller), call sign:
"Rooster," the son of Maverick's late
friend and Radar Intercept Officer Lt.
Nick Bradshaw, aka "Goose."

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

'MOON KNIGHT': A WILD MASH-UP OF MULTIPLE GENRES
FILM
REVIEW
TROY RIBEIRO
(Streaming on
Disney+ Hotstar)
Duration: Averaging 50 minutes
per episode (Total 6 episodes)
Directors: Mohamed Diab
Cast: Oscar Isaac, Ethan Hawke,
May Calamawy, F. Murray
Abraham, Karim-El-Hakim,
Gaspard Ulliel

'Bridgerton' Season 2 gets
193 mn hours viewed in
premiere weekend

Rating: ***
his highly anticipated series,
'Moon Knight,' begins with a
promise that gradually withers
away to oblivion. Designed as a psychological thriller with ample action,
comedy, and horror tropes thrown in
the series might work for you if you
binge-watch it, or else the series with
all its complexities might just be
beyond caring.
For the uninitiated, Moon Knight is a
complex fictional character and a
robed superhero created by Marvel
Comics. He appears as the main protagonist of his titular comics and a supporting character in the Marvel
Universe. Characteristically, he wears
many hats. He had once led a life of
violence until he was chosen by
Khonshu - the Egyptian God of the
Moon and vengeance to protect the
innocent and also as a way to redeem
himself. Thus he is named Moon
Knight.
This six-episode series follows
Steven Grant, the cringey gift-shop
employee at the National Art Gallery in
London, who has an affinity to
Egyptology. While he enjoys a regular
lifestyle, he has a peculiar habit whenhe goes to sleep. He shackles himself to

T

his bed, for he suffers from nightmares
that transport him to places he is
unsure of.
Also, at times, during the day, he suffers from blackouts and hallucinates
about memories of another life, which
he soon discovers is the result of a dissociative identity disorder that he suffers. He realises that he shares his body
with Marc Spector, a former mercenary
and is also the avatar of Khonshu
(Voiced by F. Murray Abraham). How
Steven navigates through his complex
identities to fight his enemies as he
finds himself- enmeshed in an Indiana
Jones-esque adventure that involves
the powerful gods of Egypt, forms the
crux of this series narrative.
The series is diverse in its storytelling
and does require an open mind due to
its unusual yet intriguing complexity.
On the face of it, 'Moon Knight' appears
very straightforward in its approach. It
features a guy who is, losing his mind
hallucinating an Egyptian God while a
cult leader Arthur Harrow (Ethan
Hawke), is after his life and has other
supernatural goals.
Oscar Isaac plays his dual roles

astutely. It feels like watching two different actors delivering powerful performances. As Steven Grant, he is the
most interesting- character in the series
with his humility, innocence, and
nerdy charm. His unintentional oneliners are typical of the wry British
humour that keeps you in splits. As the
formidable Mark Spector, he is the
hands-on broody guy, a tortured soul,
constantly fighting Grant for control.
Ethan Hawke's mesmerising performance as the relaxed supervillain
Arthur Harrow is intimidating. As
Harrow, he does not use force or
manipulation. He is just mellow and
speaks his truth, which could be misleading.
May Calamawy, who portrays the
tough and smart Layla, is the conduit
that channelises the action-adventure
feel in the film. She is the woman
Steven Grant has always dreamt of,
while Spector tries his best to stay away
from her. Mounted with ace production
values, the series with a unique
mashup of multiple genres appears
wild and unlike any previous Marvel
MCU shows.
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eriod drama series
'Bridgerton' Season 2
was viewed for 193 million hours over its debut
weekend, per Netflix's newly
released Top 10 rankings for
the week of March 21-27.
'Bridgerton' Season 2 is now
the most-watched Netflix
English-language TV title in
its premiere weekend in the
streamer's history, reports
aVariety'.
Naturally, the second season of 'Bridgerton' landed in
the No. 1 slot for Netflix's
English-language TV series
during that seven-day period.
Coming in at No. 2 was new
competition series 'Is It
Cake?' and in third was the
first season of aBridgerton'.
The success of 'Bridgerton'
Season 2 was expected, as
Season 1 is resting comfortably at No. 1 on Netflix's list
of most popular English-lan-

P

guage shows, based on hours
viewed in their first 28 days
on the streaming service. The
first season garnered 625.5
million hours viewed over
that period after its
December 25, 2020 premiere.
Following the second book
from Julia Quinn's Regencyera romance novel series of
the same name, Season 2 of
Shonda Rhimes' 'Bridgerton'
tells the romance story of
Lord Anthony Bridgerton's
(Jonathan Bailey) quest for
love and tangled romantic
relationship with sisters Kate
Sharma (Simone Ashley) and
Edwina Sharma (Charithra
Chandran).
The season switched the
focus from Bridgerton's inaugural instalment, which
focused on Anthony's
younger sister Daphne
Bridgerton (Phoebe
Dynevor) and her courtship
with the Duke of Hastings
(Rege-Jean Page).

Beyonce
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IPL 2022: Bangalore win low-scoring
thriller by three wickets against Kolkata

FIFA World Cup 2022

PORTUGAL DEFEAT NORTH
MACEDONIA, QUALIFIES

Porto (Portugal)|Agencies

B

runo Fernandes scored a goal in each half
as Portugal secured a 2-0 victory over North
Macedonia on Tuesday to qualify for the

GHANAIANS JUBILANT OVER
WORLD CUP QUALIFICATION
Tema (Ghana): Football fans poured onto
the streets in Ghana's eastern port city of
Tema to celebrate the country's qualification
for the FIFA World Cup in Qatar this year.
After a goalless first leg at home, Ghana held
Nigeria to a 1-1 draw in the second leg of the
FIFA World Cup playoff in Abuja on Tuesday
night, qualifying for the tournament on away
goals. Fans expressed their joy over the hard
work put in by the Black Stars to triumph
over rivals Nigeria and take one of five tickets
to represent Africa at the World Cup, Xinhua
reports.

2022 World Cup. Portugal's star footballer
major international competition in the last 20
Cristiano Ronaldo took to Instagram to celebrate
years.
as he helped his team advance to the
Poland, Senegal secure berths to
World Cup for the fifth time in his
career.Ronaldo has played in every
FIFA World Cup in Qatar
World Cup since 2006 and the
Warsaw: Poland qualified for the FIFA World Cup for the
Manchester United star ensured that
ninth time in history and for the second time in a row after
streak would continue as he helped
defeating Sweden 2-0 at home in the playoff. Captain and
Portugal top North Macedonia 2-0.
Macedonia were unable to replicate Bayern Munich forward Robert Lewandowski opened the
scoring for the home team with a penalty in the 49th minute,
their shock win over European chamand midfielder Piotr Zielinski made it 2-0 after a defensive
pions Italy but gave a good account of
error in the 72nd minute.Senegal too qualified for the World
themselves throughout the 90 minutes. However, they did not manage to Cup for the third time in their history and for the second
time in a row after defeating Egypt on penalties in their playpull off another shock against a
off.Having lost the first leg 1-0, Senegal won the second leg
European giant.
by the same scoreline thanks to a goal from Boulaye Dia.
Portugal have started to find their
With both teams unable to score a decisive goal, the match
rhythm and Bernardo Silva and Joao
went to penalties where Senegal prevailed 3-1.Senegal had
Moutinho are playing their part,
also beaten Egypt on penalties to win their first-ever Africa
building things from deep. Without
Cup of Nations in February.
the ball they're pressing high, forcing
Meanwhile, Algeria failed to qualify for the World Cup
North Macedonia to go long and lose
after losing 2-1 to Cameroon. Algeria had won 1-0 away in
the ball.
the first leg four days ago in Douala, but missed the ticket to
Portugal, who won the 2016
Qatar on away goals after a 2-2 aggregate draw.
European Championship in France,
Cameroon join Ghana, Senegal, Morocco and Tunisia in
qualified for a sixth straight World
representing Africa at the 2022 FIFA World Cup.
Cup finals and have not missed a

PERU EARN WORLD CUP PLAYOFF SPOT AS COLOMBIA FALL SHORT
Lima: Gianluca Lapadula and Yoshimar
Yotun scored first-half goals as Peru secured
a FIFA 2022 World Cup playoff berth with a
2-0 home win over Paraguay here. Lapadula
opened the scoring in the fifth minute on
Tuesday night by prodding a first-time effort
past goalkeeper Antony Silva following
Christian Cueva's long-range pass. Yotun
doubled the lead just before halftime with a
superb reflex volley after Fabian Balbuena
failed to make clean contact with a headed
clearance, Xinhua reports.
Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Ecuador
secured the four automatic qualifying places
in the South American Football
Confederation (CONMEBOL) group.

Lucknow looking at their 'baby AB'
to fire again in match with CSK

Mumbai|Agencies

s Lucknow Super
Giants gear up for their
second match against
Chennai Super Kings on
Thursday, the focus will be
on young middle-order batter Ayush Badoni who made
a sensational start to his

A

career with a half-century on
debut against Gujarat Titans.
Coming in with Lucknow
Super Giants struggling at
29/4, Badoni (54) shared a
superb rearguard 87-run
partnership with Deepak
Hooda (55) to help Lucknow
reach a modest 158/6 in 20
overs. Though the team led
by India vice-captain K.L
Rahul succumbed to a fivewicket defeat, there took
some positives from that
game at the Wankhede
Stadium. Like Badoni and
Hooda's batting and
Dushmantha Chameera's
bowling.
But the biggest gain was
Badoni's batting and the
mature head he showed in
building his innings. so much
so that skipper K.L Rahul
termed him their "Baby AB".
He started cautiously before
exploding into action after
the 15th over.
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I

n a see-saw, low-scoring thriller in IPL
2022, where bowlers called the shots, Royal
Challengers Bangalore defeated Kolkata
Knight Riders by three wickets at DY Patil
Stadium on Wednesday.
After bowling out Kolkata for just 128,
Bangalore lost their first three batters in
power-play. But critical knocks from Sherfane
Rutherford (28), David Willey (18), Shahbaz
Ahmed (27), Dinesh Karthik (14 not out) and
Harshal Patel (10 not out) took Bangalore
home with four balls remaining.
Kolkata drew first blood on just the third
ball as Umesh Yadav cramped Anuj Rawat for
room, leaving the youngster to poke at it and
the edge was snapped by the keeper flying to
his left. Virat Kohli hit Yadav for sweetly-timed
boundaries through cover point and midwicket to get going.
Faf du Plessis slammed Tim Southee over
cover. But on the very next ball, du Plessis
closed the bat face too early and the leading
edge flew to point. Kolkata's roaring start continued as Kohli flirted with a ball outside the
off-stump off Yadav and nicked behind to
keeper.
Rutherford and Willey revived Bangalore's
chase after the early strikes. The duo
absorbed the pressure and got boundaries
when the ball was there to be hit. The 45-run
partnership off 53 balls ended when Willey
chipped straight to mid-wicket off Narine.
Rutherford got a boundary off
Chakravarthy while Ahmed smacked Andre
Russell with sixes over deep mid-wicket and
deep square leg. Ahmed danced down the
pitch to hit Chakravarthy over deep mid-wicket. But on the very next ball, Chakravarthy had
the last laugh as Ahmed was beaten by flight
and turn to be stumped by the keeper.
Rutherford's innings ended when Sheldon
Jackson grabbed the inside edge by diving to
his right and grabbing it with his right hand
off Southee's bowling. Wanindu Hasaranga hit
a boundary but miscued loft on the next ball
to mid-off.
Patel scooped a boundary off Venkatesh
Iyer and whipped past long-on while Karthik,
who survived a run-out chance, pulled
Russell over deep square leg and finished off
the chase with a gorgeous straight drive to
open Bangalore's account in the points table.
Earlier, Kolkata's batting order were the
masters of their own downfall. In a quest to
hit hard against anything coming their way,

they fell while attempting to play extravagant
strokes instead of adjusting to the match situation.
Bangalore's seamers found the perfect
length on a tacky pitch: just short of a good
length with extra bounce coming to the fore.
Kolkata lost openers Venkatesh Iyer and
Ajinkya Rahane in power-play. While Iyer
tried to nudge a short of length delivery from
Akash Deep to the leg-side, only for the topedge to be pouched by the bowler running to
his left, Rahane mistimed the pull on a short
ball from Mohammed Siraj straight to deep
square leg. Deep's pacy short ball, with some
away nip, claimed Nitish Rana as a miscued
heave over leg-side was snapped by Willey
running back from backward square leg and
making a slide to complete the catch in the
final over of power-play. Kolkata's troubles
increased as Shreyas Iyer holed out to long-on
off Hasaranga. Sunil Narine produced some
fireworks by smacking Deep for a four over
mid-off and six over keeper's head.
But an ugly hook to a straight ball saw
Narine miscue to backward point off
Hasaranga in the ninth over. On the very next
ball, Hasaranga castled Sheldon Jackson with
a beautiful googly. Russell, though, had other
plans. He began by slog-sweeping Hasaranga
over deep mid-wicket. But Patel frustrated
Russell with four dot balls and on the fifth
ball, the pacer had his man as the big-hitting
right-hander tried to hit a short ball outside
off-stump through off-side, but got an edge
behind to Karthik.

Brief scores :
Kolkata Knight Riders 128 all out in 18.5 overs
(Andre Russell 25, Umesh Yadav 18; Wanindu
Hasaranga 4/20, Akash Deep 3/45) lost to Royal
Challengers Bangalore 132/7 in 19.2 overs
(Sherfane Rutherford 28, Shahbaz Ahmed 27;
Tim Southee 3/20, Umesh Yadav 2/16) by three

WTT Star Contende

Women's Cricket World Cup

ARCHANA SETTLE FOR WOMEN'S DOUBLES BRONZE

HEALY, HAYNES POWER AUSTRALIA INTO FINAL

Doha|Agencies

ndian paddler
Manika Batra
and her partner Archana
Kamath settled
for a bronze
medal at the WTT
Star Contender
Doha 2022 after
losing to Chinese
Taipei's Li YuJhun and Cheng
I-Ching in the
women's doubles
semi-finals, here
on Wednesday.
The world No 6
Indian pair lost 03 (8-11, 6-11, 711) to Chinese Taipei's duo at the Lusail Sports Arena in the
Qatari capital.Earlier, Batra and Archana, the women's doubles second seeds at the meet, enjoyed a good run in Doha.
The Indian duo had beaten Hong Kong's Soo Wai Yam
Minnie and Lee Ho Ching, both part of the Hong Kong
squad which won the team bronze at Tokyo 2020, in the
quarter-finals to enter the last four.With Batra and Archana
exit, India's campaign at the Doha meet also came to an
end.

I

Kohli, Pant, Sharma slip further in Test rankings;
Ashwin No. 2 among all-rounders
Dubai|Agencies

A

ustralian cricketer Usman
Khawaja's superb run in the
recently-concluded away series
against Pakistan has seen him
leapfrog batting stalwarts such as
David Warner, Virat Kohli, Rishabh
Pant, Rohit Sharma and Travis Head
to jump six spots to No.7 in the latest
ICC Test Rankings for batters
released on Wednesday.
India's Rohit Sharma and Kohli
have dropped one place to eighth
and 10th respectively, while Pant is
out of the top-10 and is 11th in the
latest rankings list.
Khawaja was easily the standout
batter in the three-match Test series
against Pakistan, having aggregated
496 runs from five innings at a mindboggling 165.33. His scores in the
series read 97, 160, 44 not out, 91 and
104 not out -- the last two coming in
Australia's series-clinching 115-run
win in the third Test at Lahore. That
was after he had begun the year with
twin hundreds in the New Year's
drawn Ashes Test in Sydney, which
happened to be his comeback to the
format after more than two years.
Pakistan's Abdullah Shafique, who
finished as the second-highest runscorer in the series with 397 runs at
79.40, has jumped 22 spots to break
into the top-40, while Mohammad
Rizwan has slipped eight spots to No.
19.
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brilliant 216-run opening-wicket
partnership between Alyssa Healy
(129 from 107 balls) and Rachael
Haynes (85 from 100) helped Australia
book their place in the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup final with a dominant
157-run victory over the West Indies at
Basin Reserve here on Wednesday.
Thanks to Healy and Haynes' stand,
the six-time World Cup winners scored a
mammoth 305/3 in their rain-reduced
match before bundling out the Stafanie
Taylor-led West Indies for 148 in 37
overs to win the contest by 157 runs.
While Healy and Haynes were the star
performers in the 45-overs-a-side affair,
they received plenty of support from
their teammates as a disciplined performance in the field and clinical effort
with the ball ensured Australia's spot in
the final. The Meg Lanning-led side will
meet the winner of the second semifinal
between England and South Africa on
Sunday.
Experienced spinner Jess Jonassen
(2/14) claimed two wickets and five others picked up one scalp each, while Beth

Brief scores :

A

Australia 305/3 in
45 overs (Rachael
Haynes 85, Alyssa
Healy 129, Meg
Lanning 26 not
out, Beth Mooney
43 not out;
Chinelle Henry
2/51) beat West
Indies 148 in 37
overs (Deandra
Dottin 34, Hayley
Matthews 34,
Stafanie Taylor 48;
Jess Jonassen
2/14) by 157 runs.
Mooney came up with another superb
catch to go with her unbeaten 43 with
the bat. West Indies skipper Taylor (48)
played a lone hand in the run chase
while Deandra Dottin and Hayley
Matthews managed 34 runs each at the
top of the order, but they received little
support with two batters unable to take
the crease as Australia romped to a big
win.Chinelle Henry (2/51) made sure

Miami Open:

OSAKA SECURES SEMIFINAL CLASH AGAINST BENCIC
Miami|Agencies

she didn't and the West Indies seamer
also picked up Ash Gardner - promoted
up the order to number three - in the
same over to help reduce Australia to
236/3. But Mooney and Meg Lanning
(26 not out) combined to boost the score
past 300 and leave West Indies with a
mountain that was too difficult to climb
as Australia moved through to the title
decider with ease.

PRITAM SIWACH ACADEMY
CLINCH KHELO INDIA WOMEN'S
HOCKEY LEAGUE U-21 TITLE

F
England skipper Joe Root has
slipped to No.4, with Australia's Steve
Smith and New Zealand's Kane
Williamson taking up the No. 2 and 3
positions respectively in a chart led
by Australia's Marnus Labuschagne.
Among all-rounders, India's
Ravindra Jadeja continues to retain
the top position, while Ravichandran
Ashwin has displaced West Indies'
Jason Holder at the No.2 spot. West
Indies all-rounder Kyle Mayers brilliance against England in the third
Test at Grenada has helped him leap
a staggering 29 spots to No. 11.
Among bowlers, Ashwin and
Jasprit Bumrah are placed second
and fourth respectively in a field led
by Aussie Test skipper Pat Cummins.
Mayers, who bagged 2/13 and 5/18 in
the third Test, his only appearance in
the series, has jumped 33 spots to
No.48 among bowlers as well.

ormer world No.1 and winner of
four Grand Slams, Naomi Osaka of
Japan, lost only three games in her
6-2, 6-1 victory over No.9 seed Danielle
Collins of the US to make it to her maiden Miami Open semifinal on Wednesday
(IST).
If Osaka beats Bencic in the semifinal,
it will be the 24-year-old Japanese player's first WTA 1000 final since 2020.
Osaka has not lost a set en route to the
Miami semifinals, having defeated Astra
Sharma of Australia, Angelique Kerber of
Germany, Alison Riske of the US, and
No.9 seed Collins. She has now won nine
of her last 10 quarterfinals and carries a
strong record in semifinals into her
match against Bencic, who she has yet to
beat in a tour-level match, according to
wtatennis.com. Miami will be Osaka's
18th career semifinal, with 16 having
come on her favoured hard courts. The
two exceptions came on grass at 2018
Nottingham and clay at 2019 Stuttgart.
Since the start of 2019, Osaka is 6-1 in
contested semifinals.
She will now turn her focus to Bencic,
who has also looked in dominant form.
Seeded No.22 this week, Bencic has not
lost a set and has lost just 17 games
across her four matches. On Wednesday,
she defeated Daria Saville of Australia 61, 6-2.

SUBLIME ALCARAZ AND MEDVEDEV ADVANCE INTO
QUARTERFINALS
Miami: Spain's Carlos Alcaraz battled past Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas 7-5, 6-3 in
nearly two hours to secure a place in the quarterfinals at the Miami Open on
Wednesday (IST).Alcaraz will face Miomir Kecmanovic after the Serbian
advanced with a 3-6, 6-1, 6-4 win over American Taylor Fritz. Russia's Daniil
Medvedev defeated American Jenson Brooksby 7-5, 6-1 to also advance into the
quarterfinals. Medvedev did not have it all his own way as he was forced to rally
from 5-3 down in the first set before going on to book his place in the last-eight in
80 minutes.

New Delhi: Pritam Siwach Hockey
Academy, Sonepat, emerged winners of
the Khelo India Women's Hockey League
U-21 after defeating Sports Hostel
Bhubaneswar 5-0 in the final in Lucknow
on Wednesday.
Manju Chorsiya scored a brace while
Tannu, Ritika and captain Bharti Saroha
scored one goal each. Madhya Pradesh
Hockey Academy, SAI 'B' team and the SAI
'A' team stood 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively. Sanjna Horo of SAI 'A' team remained
the topscorer of the final phase with 11
goals. The Sonepat-based academy is run
by Dronacharya Award winner and former
captain of the India women's hockey team
Pritam Rani Siwach. Her husband Kuldeep
Siwach is the coach of the U-21 women's
team, which took home not only the trophy but also a cash prize of Rs 10 Lakh.
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URVASHI RAUTELA COLLABORATES WITH 'TALK
DIRTY TO ME' HITMAKER JASON DERULO

ABHISHEK PENS
HEARTFELT
NOTE AFTER
FULFILLING
PROMISE TO
AGRA JAIL
INMATES

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Urvashi Rautela has announced collaboration
with popular singer Jason Derulo, known for belting
out hits such as 'Talk dirty to me', 'Wiggle wiggle',
'Swalla' and 'Trumpets' among many others, for their
upcoming music single. Urvashi had shared a glimpse of it
on her social media and has made it official on her collaboration for the song.Jason Derulo, on working with Urvashi,
said: "It was a pleasure working with Urvashi Rautela in
'Jaanu'. She's a shining example of raw Indian beauty, and
more importantly, Urvashi Rautela is not just the first, but
also the second most beautiful woman in the world.
"She is an excellent and outstanding actor and performer. She is the ultimate global icon. The only
Bollywood film person I know of after Shah Rukh Khan is
Urvashi Rautela. She is very famous. I cannot comment
on the industry, but I like the emotions and dance that
Indian movies involve."
On the work front, Urvashi will also be seen in the Jio
studios web series 'Inspector Avinash' opposite Randeep
Hooda in a lead role.
The actress is going to play the lead role in a bilingual
thriller 'Black Rose' along with the Hindi remake of
'Thiruttu Payale 2'.
Apart from that, the actress will be making her Tamil
debut with the Rs 200 crore big-budget film 'The
Legend' opposite Saravana.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctor Abhishek Bachchan, whose
upcoming film 'Dasvi' was filmed on
location at Agra Central Jail, had promised the prisoners of the jail an exclusive
screening of the film.
The actor returned to the city to screen
'Dasvi' for 2,000 jail inmates. The grand set up
saw senior officials welcome the cast and
crew that included Abhishek as well as costars Yami Gautam, Nimrat Kaur and director
Tushar Jalota.
Abhishek reminisced on many memorable
moments, excitedly showing some members
of the media where he shot the 'Macha

'Baaghi 2' character
still lives on with

Working for OTT
is creatively more
satisfying: Kunal
Team Absolute|Mumbai

K

unal Kemmu, who is playing the
title role in the web series 'Abhay
3', says as an actor he is getting
more creative satisfaction now than
ever thanks to the growth of OTT.
In the latest season of 'Abhay 3', the
story takes different turns and twists
with how the investigating officer is
decoding the murder mystery done by a
bunch of people who practice witchcraft. Asked about his interpretation of
supernatural power, Kunal told IANS:
"As an audience, I enjoy watching horror and supernatural genre of films and
show because it really gives me that
thrill and edge of the seat experience.
But at a personal level, I am not really
interested in knowing
the existence of dark
power, something
that we are
exploring in the
new season of
the show."
Considering
the fact that
Kunal has been

living with the character of 'Abhay' for
last three seasons
and the world of
the story deals
with crime stories,
the actor mentioned how those
stories used to
shock him.
He answered,
"Initially the first
two seasons
were more
shocking for me
because some
of them were
based on the real account. Those were
horrifying and shocking, to say the least.
Yes, some of those criminals existed in
real life and they were medically sick
and needed help. There is a reason
why they call psychopaths. When as
an actor I am living a character like
SP Abhay Pratap Singh, I tried to
keep it between action and cut and
not carry them home."
"As an individual, I am completely opposite of who Abhay is, so I live

Disha Patani
Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

n the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the
action-thriller 'Baaghi 2', lead actress Disha Patani
shared that her 'Baaghi 2' character will always live
with her and that to her it feels like the film released just
yesterday.
Talking about the film, Disha said, "It doesn't feel like 4
years that 'Baaghi 2' was released but yesterday. Neha has
my heart and the character will live with me forever. The
emotions that I went through while essaying the role, I
haven't completely been able to get the character out of my
head because she had such intensity in her emotions, in her
sadness, her love, everything."
"I am grateful to each and everyone who gave so much
love to me as Neha and especially Ahmed and Sajid sir for
giving me this role and I really miss all the fun times we had
on the sets," she added.
Meanwhile, on the work front, she recently finished
shooting for Karan Johar's action drama 'Yodha' starring
Sidharth Malhotra. She also has 'Ek Villain 2' releasing this
year where she will share the screen with John Abraham,
Arjun Kapoor and Tara Sutaria.

him only on-screen. I worked
and build the character only to live onscreen and not to carry any hangover of
it in my real life," he added.
Being an actor who has always
appeared in experimental films be it 'Kalyug', 'Go Goa Gone', 'Traffic Signal',
'Dhoondte Reh Jaaoge', and also in
'Golmaal 3', Kunal said how it is only
now with OTT, he is getting the work
that he always believed in.

YASH FEELS STRONGLY
ABOUT UNIFYING
INDIAN CINEMA
Team Absolute|Mumbai

K

Macha' song and other important scenes.
That's not all!
He also donated an assortment of books for
the inmates to enjoy at the library.
Sources close to the crew reveal that the
inmates were humbled by the actor's thoughtful gestures.
He shared a video clipping of him talking to
the inmates and captioned it: "A promise is a
promise!! Last night I managed to fulfil a commitment I made a year ago. The first screening of our film #Dasvi held for the guards and
inmates of Agra Central Jail. We shot the film
here. Their reactions are memories I will
remember and cherish for a lifetime."

annada star Yash, who is gearing up for
the release of 'KGF: Chapter 2', has
shared a strong statement on unifying
Indian cinema.
He says, "North, South, East, West all these
things are only for directions, so I think it's a very
outdated concept. We are
Indians and that's the
whole vision you have to
accept in totality."
The actor added: "When
someone calls you the next big
thing that will remain the next
big thing, either you are a superstar or you are not. It's like that
either it is one industry or it is not. I
believe it is one Industry and high
time we should stop all this 'woods'."
"I think we should believe in the
Indian film Industry and not who is making from one particular part or region and
let's celebrate cinema."
'KGF: Chapter 2', which is produced by Vijay Kiragandur, under the Hombale
Films banner, is inching towards its worldwide
release on April 14 in Kannada, Telugu, Hindi,
Tamil, and Malayalam.
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Ashish Vidyarthi on how
people often mistake him
for other famous actors
Mumbai: Ashish Vidyarthi has spoken about incidents
when he was mistaken for fellow actor Ashutosh Rana, and
one where he was identified as Girish Karnad, on 'The Kapil
Sharma Show'.
He is appearing as a special guest
with other actors such as Mukesh Rishi,
Yashpal Sharma and Abhimanyu Singh.
When host Kapil Sharma asked him
what other names he was called by
fans, Ashish replies: "My name is
Ashish Vidyarthi, and many people
don't know that! Sometimes it does
become a problem. Wherever I travel,
people come to me with an autograph book and now a selfie and say,
'Ashutosh Ji (Ashutosh Rana) we
want to click a picture with you!' I
then say, 'My name is Ashish
Vidyarthi.'"
"Once I went somewhere and a
person called me by an interesting
name, 'Sadashiv Puri' which is the
mixed name of Amrapurkar (Sadashiv Amrapurkar)
and Amrish Puri. Then the latest incident happened in
Himachal. Someone came to me with his kid and told him,
'Click the photo, click the photo! Beta you don't recognise
him? He's Girish Karnad ji!'."

Rakul Preet
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