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SC GIVES CENTRE MORE TIME ON PLEA FOR MINORITY STATUS FOR HINDUS IN SOME STATES

BIRBHUM VIOLENCE:

FOR HINDU RASHTRA?

BJP, TRINAMOOL MLAS COME
TO BLOWS IN ASSEMBLY

WHY CAN'T YOU BLOCK OBJECTIONABLE CONTENT
ABOUT HINDU DEITIES, HC ASKS TWITTER
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T

he Supreme Court on
Monday gave more time to
Centre to bring on record its
stand on a plea against its
power to notify minorities
under the National Minorities
Commission Act, 1992, and also seeking minority status for Hindus in
states, where their numbers are less
than others. "I have received the
reply... what stand the department has
taken, I could not go through it,"
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, representing the Centre, submitted
before a bench headed by Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, urging the court
to grant some more time in the matter.
The bench, also comprising Justice
M.M. Sundresh, on a lighter note, said
the reply from the Ministry of Minority
Affairs has been carried by the newspapers on Monday. The ministry said
that certain states, where Hindus or
other communities are less in num-

It is submitted that the
state governments can also
declare a religious or linguistic
community as a minority community within the said state.
For instance, the government
of Maharashtra has notified
Jews as a minority community
within the state of
Maharashtra."

Ministry of Minority Affairs
ber, can declare them a minority community within its territory, to enable
them set up and administer their own
institutions. The bench, in its order,
said that the Solicitor General submits
that he will place the stand on the
matter on record as he has yet not vetted the affidavit, even though it may

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
on Monday rapped Twitter over
not blocking users repeatedly
posting "blasphemous" content
about Hindu gods and goddesses, stating the microblogging
giant is not bothered about the
sentiments and religion of other
people of the world.
A division bench, headed by
Acting Chief Justice (ACJ) Vipin
Sanghi and comprising Justice
Navin Chawla, was hearing a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
filed by advocate Aditya
Deshwal, who alleged that several objectionable posts were
being made through a Twitter
handle named the Atheist
Republic and despite several
complaints, Twitter has neither
suspended the account nor
taken down the offending content.
"If you feel sensitive, you will
block and you do not feel sensitive about the other ethnicities
or people of other regions... If
the same kind of thing was done
against other religions you
would have been more serious."
the bench told the tech giant.

During the course of the hearing,
senior advocate Siddharth
Luthra, appeared for Twitter,
submitted that it cannot block
an account on its own without a
court or government order. On
this, the court pointed out that
the platform even suspended
the account of former United
States President Donald Trump.
Centre's counsel told the court
that there is a Standard
Operating Procedure between
Centre and Twitter for blocking
accounts. As per this SOP, if
more than five messages in a 60day period are found to be violating norms, the account can be
suspended, Advocate Harish
Vaidyanathan Shankar,
appeared on behalf of the
Centre informed the court.
"If this is the logic, why have you
blocked Mr. Trump?" the bench
asked.
Advocate Vrinda Bhandari
appeared for the Atheist
Republic.
After hearing the submissions,
the further hearing in the matter
was posted for September 6.

have appeared in the newspapers. To
this, a smiling Mehta replied: "I have
not read it... I am not aware of the
view of the department." The bench
also pointed out to an office report
drawn up by its registry that the Home
Ministry, a party in the petition, had
put the onus of response on the
Ministry of Minority Affairs. "There is
also some office report that some

department has written, this does not
per se (pertain) to our department,
Home Ministry has written... what is
all this," it told Mehta, who replied
that he will look into the issue.After a
brief hearing in the matter, the top
court scheduled the matter for further
hearing on May 10, and gave four
weeks' time to Centre to place its
stand before it.

Banking services partially hit in 2-day
Bharat Bandh
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

48-hour Bharat Bandh or
a nationwide strike called
by various trade unions,
including banking staff, to
protest government policies
began in several states on
Monday, affecting normal life
in some areas.
Banking services were partially impacted as a section of
employees did not report for
duty. Transactions at many
public sector banks were hit
and delays were expected in
cheque clearances. However,
there was barely any impact on
the functioning of most private
sector banks
The impact of the strike is
prominent in eastern India as
many branches of public sector
banks there are closed, All

FUEL PRICES HIKED
AGAIN, SIXTH IN
SEVEN DAYS
New Delhi: Fuel prices were
hiked again on Monday,
March 28, 2022, across metro
cities for the sixth time in the
last seven days. Petrol rates
were hiked by 30 paise a litre
and diesel by 35 paise a litre,
according to a price notification of state fuel retailers.
A litre of petrol in Delhi
will now cost ? 99.41 as
against ? 99.11 previously,
while diesel will be sold at ?
90.77 from ? 90.42 per litre
earlier. In Mumbai, petrol will
be retailed at ? 114.19 per
litre, while diesel will be sold
at ? 98.50 per litre. Among the
metro cities, fuel rates are still
the highest in Mumbai. The
prices vary across the states
due to value-added tax
(VAT).
The rates were held steady
for over four months despite
the spike in crude oil prices.
The rate revision had ended
on March 22.
India is 85 per cent
dependent on imports to
meet its oil needs and, the
domestic petrol and diesel
prices are linked to international rates.

India Bank Employees'
Association (AIBEA) General
Secretary CH Venkatachalam
said. In the other regions,
branches are open as officers
are present but services are
being impacted due to many
employees participating in the
strike, he said.
However, emergency services have been excluded from the

strike. In West Bengal, even
though the trade unions could
be seen protesting on the
streets, the state government
has asked all offices to remain
open and ordered employees
to report for duty. Members
from the Left Front gathered in
huge numbers and blocked
railway tracks at the Jadavpur
Railway Station in Kolkata.

PASSENGERS CAN ORDER
VRAT THAALI DURING
NAVRATRI: IRCTC
New Delhi: The
Indian Railways will
serve a special menu
for people who are
observing Navratri
fast.Train passengers
during Chaitra
Navratri, which will start on April 2, often do not get
proper snacks and meals during train journeys as
their diet is restricted during the nine-day fasting
period.The IRCTC has now said it will serve food, or
vrat thaali, for people who are observing fast from
April 2. With booking starting today, the IRCTC said
people who are travelling in trains during this period can order special Navratri diet.
Passengers can order the special Navratri food
while booking their tickets, the IRCTC said.
Those who have already booked their tickets can
call IRCTC on 1323 and place an order.
The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation, or IRCTC, is an arm of the Indian
Railways to upgrade, professionalise and manage
the catering and hospitality services at stations, on
trains and other locations.
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F

ive BJP MLAs including Leader of the
Opposition, Suvendu Adhikari were suspended after the ruling Trinamool
Congress legislators and the BJP MLAs came
to blows over the BJP's demand of statement
by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on the
law and order situation in the state.
The ruckus broke out after BJP MLAs
raised slogans over the Birbhum violence
where ten people including five women and
two children, were assaulted and then burnt
to death. The incident is alleged to be a retaliation after a local Trinamool Congress leader,
Bhadu Sheikh, was killed in a crude bomb
attack. Following an intervention by the
Calcutta High Court, the CBI is probing the
killings.The visuals show that the MLAs could
be seen crowding the floors of the Assembly,
fighting with each other. Following the incident, BJP's IT cell chief Amit Malviya also
took to Twitter to share a video of the chaos
in the Assembly showing that the marshals
and police officers struggled to stop the fight.
"Absolute pandemonium in the West
Bengal Assembly. After Bengal Governor,
TMC MLAs now assault BJP MLAs, including
Chief Whip Manoj Tigga, as they were
demanding a discussion on the Rampurhat
massacre on the floor of the house. What is
Mamata Banerjee trying to hide?" Malviya
tweeted following the chaotic incident.

Income Tax Act must
be replaced by Direct
Tax Code: Chidambaram
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he government must
replace the Income
Tax Act by the Direct
Tax Code as it claims that it
has dumped all old legacies,
former Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram said on
Monday.
Participating in the
debate on the
Appropriation Bill and the
Finance Bill 2022 in the
Rajya Sabha, he said that
the IT Act has 298 sections if
one does not count the suffixes like ABC to the sections and 14 schedules and
many amendments have
been made to the earlier
provisions.
Reiterating that the government should replace the
IT Act with the Direct Tax
Code, he said that the Act's
Sections 11 and 12, which
provide exemptions for
charity are so cumbersome
that any person will say that

Indian YouTube channels making
money from harmful quack videos
MEDORRHINUM IS MADE OUT
OF THE URETHRAL DISCHARGE
OF MEN WITH GONORRHEA - A
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE. THE US-BASED NATIONAL
CENTER FOR HOMEOPATHY
SAYS IT CAN TREAT ASTHMA,
EPILEPSY, WARTS, PERIOD
PAIN, AND EVEN PSORIASIS,
THE REPORT SAID.
YOUTUBE RAN ADVERTISEMENTS FOR VARIOUS COMPANIES DURING THE VIDEOS THAT
WERE LARGELY FROM CHANNELS BASED IN INDIA AND
CLOCKED UP MORE THAN HALF
A MILLION VIEWS.
THE GOOGLE-OWNED VIDEO
SHARING PLATFORM EARNS ITS
MONEY FROM ADVERTISERS
BASED ON THE NUMBER OF
VIEWS THE ADVERT GETS. THE
ONLINE GIANT PLACES
ADVERTS ON VIDEOS THAT
HAVE BEEN MONETISED BY THE
UPLOADER.

LONDON | Agencies

instead of doing charity, he
or she will pay the taxes as
the sections are getting
complicated year after year.
"If you really think that
that trusts and charity have
a place in this country, let
them function with a reasonable degree of independence and light regulations as burdensome provisions do not allow for charity," the Congress member
said.
He also said that the concept of accreted income is
very regressive, as if the

exemption is cancelled
under section A12A or
12AA, the entire income
which is exempted from the
past several years is now
deemed as accreted income
and one will have to pay tax
on it.
About 'Faceless
Assessment', Chidambaram
said that in earlier systems,
the officer used to known
the assessee's history, has
all the records and knowledge, but under this system,
no one knows who the officer is.
The new provisions
under the Finance Bill says
that if any income has
escaped assessment, the
officials, instead of three
years, now can review the
income up to the last 10
years, he said, adding that
this is a regressive provision
and leads to creating hardship and a great amount of
litigation.

MUSLIM CAN EXCEED HINDU
POPULATION IS PROPAGANDA:
EX POLL BODY CHIEF
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

S

everal Youtube channels in India
are drawing profits from quack
health cure videos, for children
with behaviour problems and asthma
that may adversely affect health if followed, media reports said.
According to a Daily Mail report,
there were dozens of videos glorifying
the use of homeopathic remedy
medorrhinum, even on children.
A YouTube spokesperson said it prohibits content that encourages "dangerous or unlawful activities", including videos promoting the sale of illegal
substances."Medorrhinum is not a
known illegal or regulated good and
therefore not in violation of our policies," the company was quoted as saying.A video, filmed by Mumbai-based
homeopathic consultant Dr Jawahar
Shah, advocated giving medorrhinum
to children who have symptoms of
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD)."Children who are rude and
aggressive, throw temper tantrums,
who fight with other children, especially during the day and who can kick and

Trinamool MLA Asit Majumdar, who suffered a nose injury in the fight was rushed to
the hospital. He alleged that Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari punched him
in the face.
Adhikari and four other BJP legislators
have been suspended for the whole of this
year after the ruckus. "The Opposition had
demanded a discussion over the law and
order and the government declined. They
brought Kolkata police personnel in civil
dress to clash with our MLAs," Adhikari told
the media.

strike their parents or relatives can be
(given) medorrhinum," said the video,
which has more than 30,000 views.
"At night these children become very
playful and affectionate. Such behaviour can be expressed by the phrase
'cross by day, merry by night'."
On another channel, Dr Saptarshi
Banerjea, with 50,600 subscribers and
more than 50 videos on homeopathy,
said medorrhinum can treat children
who seem both "cruel and compas-

sionate" or an "introvert but sociable".
In the video, which has more than
150,000 views, he said it is a "fantastic
treatment" for people suffering from
bi-polar disorder or schizophrenia,
because they display "extreme types of
behaviour", the report said.
There are also videos advocating
magnesium as a "cure" for autism.
However, experts have raised concerns over the health risk posed by
such videos.

slam is not hostile to the
concept of family planning and it is mere "propaganda" that Muslims can
overtake Hindus in terms of
population numbers, former
chief election commissioner
S Y Quraishi said on
Monday.
There are several myths
being spread about the
Muslim population in India
which are creating hostility
among the Hindus against
the Muslims, Quraishi said
during a discussion on his
book "The Population Myth:
Islam, Family Planning and
Politics in India" at the India
International Centre here.
"Yes Muslims have the
lowest levels of family planning (FP) -- only 45.3 per
cent. Their total fertility rate
(TFR) is 2.61 which is the
highest. But the fact that
Hindus are not far behind,
with second lowest FP at 54.4
per cent, and second highest

TFR of 2.13, is completely
missed," Quraishi said.
Quraishi said it is also a
myth that the Muslim population growth is upsetting the
demographic balance.
The demographic ratio of
India indeed shows an
increase in Muslims from 9.8
per cent in 1951 to 14.2 per
cent in 2011, and decline in
Hindus from 84.2 per cent to
79.8 per cent, but this is an
increase of 4.4 percentage
points in 60 years, he pointed
out. Asserting that Muslims
are adopting family planning
faster than Hindus, he said
the gap in their number of
children is narrowing.
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'Travesty of justice', Muslim Personal Law
Board moves SC against HC verdict on hijab C
T

Prez confers Padma awards to
Prabha Atre, late Kalyan Singh
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he All India Muslim
Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) has moved the
Supreme Court challenging the Karnataka High
Court judgment, which upheld the
ban on hijab in classrooms after
holding that the wearing of headscarves by Muslim women was not
an essential religious practice.
The board has moved the top
court along with two other petitioners namely, Munisa Bushra and
Jaleesa Sultana Yaseen. The plea
said the high court judgment, while
dismissing the petitions, has proceeded with erroneous reasons to
address the issue.
The plea said: "It is a case of
direct discrimination against
Muslim girls. The High Court has
created distinction between the
principles laid down in the case of
Bijoe Emmanuel by giving different
contextual meaning (as a case of
discipline) and on the other hand
the practice of hijab, is reflected as
if it was a case disturbing the entire
uniform that too when this minor
variation (of covering the head like
the Sikh's do) can be reasonably
accommodated within the constitutional norm being part religious
practices."
The plea contended that laying

too much emphasis on bringing
"uniformity" in the uniform without
accommodating a person of one
religion 'to cover her hair with a
piece of cloth' is travesty of justice,
and the judgment also ignores the
doctrine of reasonable accommodation. The plea said: "The determination of essentials under the
principles of essential religious
practice (ERP) had started with the
idea of determination of essential
religious practice that fell within
the complete autonomy of the religious denomination in the matters
of deciding as to what rites and ceremonies are essential according to

tenets of a religion." The plea contended that while dealing with the
issue of protection of the fundamental rights, the high court judgment has given completely erroneous interpretation to the concept
of intelligible differentia. The plea
added that by grouping all the students in uniformity without
acknowledging that such interpretation is not only against the prevailing practices in different parts
of the country but also such accommodations are generally available
for differently grouped students. "It
is completely irrational and against
the objective of maintaining diver-

sity as contemplated in the
Constitution of India," it said.
A clutch of pleas has been moved
in the apex court challenging the
high court decision. On March 24,
the Supreme Court declined to give
any specific date to hear a plea
challenging the Karnataka High
Court order, which dismissed all
petitions seeking direction for permission to wear hijab in classrooms.Another plea filed through
advocate Adeel Ahmed and
Rahamathullah Kothwal said the
high court order creates an unreasonable classification between the
non-Muslim female students and
the Muslim female students and
straight violation of the concept of
secularism which forms the basic
structure of the Indian
Constitution. The petitioners are
Mohamed Arif Jameel and
others.The plea said: "The
impugned order is also in sheer
violation of the Article 14, 15, 19,
21 and 25 of also violates the core
principles of the Conventions that
India is a signatory to."It further
added, "Being aggrieved by the
impugned Government Order, as it
is in violation of Indian constitution, the petitioner had
approached the Hon'ble High
Court by way of a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) petition challenging the validity of the same."

lassical singer Prabha
Atre and former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
Kalyan Singh (posthumous)
were presented Padma
Vibhushan; actor Victor
Banerjee, scientist Sanjaya
Rajaram (posthumous),
author Pratibha Ray and
Sanskrit scholar Acharya
Vashishtha Tripathi were
among those who were presented with the Padma
Awards 2022 on Monday.
President Ram Nath
Kovind conferred the Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan
and Padma Shri Awards for
the year 2022 at the Civil
Investiture ceremony II. The
Civil Investiture Ceremony I was held on March 21.
This year a total of 128
Padma Awards were conferred, including two duo
cases (in a duo case, the
Award is counted as one).
The list of awardees comprises four Padma
Vibhushan, 17 Padma
Bhushan and 107 Padma
Shri Awards.
The awardees included 34
women and 10 persons from
the category of
foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI
and 13 posthumous
awardees.
Among the dignitaries

RAJ POLICE YET TO ARREST CONG
MLA'S SON IN MINOR'S RAPE CASE

YOGI DISTRIBUTES PORTFOLIOS, KEEPS 34 FOR HIMSELF

Jaipur: Rajasthan Police have yet to make an arrest in the
gang-rape case of a minor in which five persons including
Congress MLA's son are accused. Meanwhile, the National
Commission for Women has urged the director general of
police (DGP), Rajasthan to provide security to the family of the
15-year-old rape survivor who had lodged a case at Mandawar
police station of Dausa. Till late Monday evening, the police
were yet to make any arrest in the matter. The victim must also
be provided with counselling. The commission has also directed the DGP to send detailed information about the measures
taken by the Rajasthan police to curb such crimes. The action
taken must be intimated to the commission within three
days." Earlier on Sunday, SP Anil Kumar confirmed that the
police team has started an investigation and completed the
medical examination of the victim. The victim's uncle on
Friday lodged a complaint against five accused including
Congress MLA's son on charges of gang-raping, extortion and
blackmailing. Those booked include Vivek Sharma, Netram
and Deepak Meena, son of Rajgarjh Congress MLA Johari Lal
Meena.Meanwhile, the MLA has denied charges and termed
it a political conspiracy against him.

Lucknow|Agencies

U

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday distributed portfolios to his newlyinducted ministers, keeping the largest
share for himself.
As per the official release, the Chief
Minister has retained home, vigilance,
revenue, general administration, information, estate department, institutional
finance, Sachivalaya administration,
mining, food security, housing, civil aviation and law, among others.
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Maurya
has been allotted rural development,
rural engineering, national integration,
food processing and entertainment tax.
Maurya held the all-important PWD
portfolio in the previous regime.
Another Deputy CM, Brajesh Pathak,

Notice to Himachal govt for exempting
ministers from paying income tax
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Himachal Pradesh
High Court on Monday
issued notice to the
state government on a plea
questioning the policy
exempting ministers and legislators from paying their
own income tax, burdening
the exchequer.
A division bench of Chief
Justice Mohammad Rafiq
and Justice Jyotsna Rewal
Dua passed this order on the
petition of Yash Pal Rana and
others.
The petitioners said they
are aggrieved by virtue of different provisions of the HP
Legislative Assembly
(Allowances and Pensions of
Members) Act of 1971,
whereby the members of the
Assembly and the ministers
are exempted from paying
the income tax on the
income earned by them
along with allowances and
perquisites.
They said also under the

has been given medical education,
health and family welfare.
Senior minister Suresh Khanna
retains his parliamentary affairs and
finance portfolios. Surya Pratap Shahi
gets his agriculture portfolio, while
Swatantra Dev Singh gets the all-important Jal Shakti ministry.

Baby Rani Maurya has been given
women and child welfare department,
while Chaudhary Laxmi Narain has
been given charge of the cane development ministry.
Dharampal Singh got dairy development, while Jaiveer Singh got tourism.
Jitin Prasada has been given the
important PWD ministry, while Nand
Gopal Nandi got industrial development.
Sanjay Nishad has been allotted the
fisheries department, while Asheesh
Patel got technical education. Nitin
Agarwal has been given excise.
Aseem Arun, a former IPS officer, has
been given social welfare ministry while
Daya Shankar Singh got transport.
Danish Azad, the lone Muslim minister, has been made in charge of the
minority welfare department.

present on the occasion
were the Vice President of
India, Prime Minister and
Union Minister for Home
Affairs, a communique from
the Rashtrapati Bhavan said.
The awards are given in
various disciplines/fields of
activities such as art, social
work, public affairs, science
and engineering, trade and
industry, medicine, litera-

ture and education, sports,
civil service, etc. 'Padma
Vibhushan' is awarded for
exceptional and distinguished service; 'Padma
Bhushan' for distinguished
service of high order and
'Padma Shri' for distinguished service in any field.
The awards were
announced on the eve of
Republic Day.

PRAMOD SAWANT SWORN-IN
AS GOA CHIEF MINISTER; 8
MINISTERS TAKE OATH
Panaji: Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant was
administered oath of office
by Goa Governor P.S
Sreedharan Pillai on
Monday, along with eight
other ministers.
The eight Ministers who
were sworn-in are Vishwajit Rane, Mauvin Godinho, Ravi
Naik, Nilesh Cabral, Subhash Shirodkar, Rohan Khaunte,
Govind Gaude and Atanasio Monserrate. Interestingly, five
out of the eight Ministers are former Congress leaders who
joined the BJP in the last five years, barring Godinho, who
joined the BJP six years back.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP national president J.P. Nadda and a host of central BJP leaders, including chief ministers of several BJPruled states were present at the event.

K'taka BJP MLA stands up for Muslim
traders, says won't allow their boycott
Belagavi|Agencies

A

provisions of the Salaries and
Allowances of Ministers
(Himachal Pradesh) Act of
2000, the ministers are
exempted from paying the
income tax on the income

7 INJURED IN LOW INTENSITY BOMB
BAST IN BIHAR'S LAKHISARAI
Patna: At least seven persons received minor injuries when
a low intensity bomb exploded in Bihar's Lakhisarai district
on Monday morning. Sushil Kumar, SP of Lakhisarai, confirmed the incident. He told IANS that the bomb exploded
in Walipur village under Piparia police station around 7 a.m.
in the morning. "The bomb was kept in a plastic bag and
was placed in the back yard of a house which belongs to a
person named Lutan Rajak. After the plastic bag was discovered from the place, one of the minor boys opened it while
six other persons of a family were standing nearby. The
bomb exploded soon after the youth opened the bag,"
Kumar said.
"The intensity of the bomb was low and 7 persons sustained
minor external injuries. They were given first aid in a primary health centre in Piparia," the SP said.
"During the search, we also found three more low intensity
bombs. We have taken the statements of the injured persons. The investigation is currently underway to find out
how the bomb was placed there," he said.
Earlier on March 9, a bomb exploded during the making of
crackers in Gopalganj which claimed the life of an elderly
person. Besides, a huge explosion took place in Bhagalpur
on March 4, in which four houses were completely gutted
and 13 persons were killed.

they earned in the form of
salaries and allowances.
The petitioners demanded
the state government may be
restrained from paying their
income tax.

mid the call to boycott
Muslim traders near temples,
BJP legislator from Belagavi
Anil Benake on Monday said that
he will not let economic apartheid
to be imposed on Muslim merchants.
The ruling BJP has already made it
clear that it will not take any action
against temple authorities for not
allowing non-Hindu merchants in
temple premises and religious fairs.
"It is wrong to tell people to make
their purchases only from certain
shops. There is no question of ban
on Muslim merchants in the fairs.
We will not stop them," Benake
said.
"All have freedom to carry out business as per their choice. The people
should decide from where they
want to buy," he said further.
Answering a question if he is an
aspirant for cabinet berth, Benake
replied in affirmative. "Last time,
representation was not given to the
Maratha community and the

demand has been growing, however, I will abide by the decision of the
high command," he said.
Meanwhile, Bajrang Dal wing of
Gundlupet town in
Chamarajanagar district has submitted a memorandum to district
authorities to not allow non-

Hindus in the historical Shri
Himavad Gopalaswamy Hill fare.
The outfit has also demanded that
the shops and commercial establishments of Muslim merchants at
the foothills must be removed
immediately.
The ban on non-Hindus especially

Muslim merchants in religious fairs
and temple premises is being vigorously pursued by Hindu organisations after protests erupted over the
High Court ruling. The trend has
been witnessed across coastal
region, Malnad region and south as
well as north Karnataka districts.

Oppn leaders tear off tickets of 'The CRPC AMENDMENT BILL IS VIOLATIVE
OF ARTICLE 21: CONGRESS
Kashmir Files' inside Bihar Assembly
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Patna|Agencies

T

he opposition leaders
of Bihar on Monday
tore the tickets of 'The
Kashmir Files' inside the
Assembly creating a major
ruckus in the House. Bihar
Assembly Speaker was present in the House when the
tickets were torn.
The tickets of 'The
Kashmir Files' were distributed by the deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar to every
legislator on Monday.
"When we reached for the
proceedings of the Assembly
on Monday, the tickets were
distributed by the state government to every legislator.
We learnt that deputy Chief

Minister Tar Kishore Prasad
was involved in the distribu-

tion of tickets. We objected
to this as the government

was involved in promotion
of a film," Said Mahboob
Alam, MLA of the Left Party.
"The state government is
making efforts to create
communal tension in the
society through this film.
Every individual has his own
right to choose what he or
she wants to watch. The
state government cannot
force anyone to see a film.
They want to further their
communal agenda by showcasing a film like this," said
Satish Kumar, RJD MLA. The
entire incident took place in
front of Speaker Vijay Sinha.
The opposition leaders went
into the well of the House
and tore off the tickets and
walked out of the Assembly.

T

he Congress on Monday
opposed the CrPC
amendment bill brought
by the government in the Lok
Sabha to amend the laws saying that it violates Article 21
and is beyond the legislative
competence of the government. Congress MP Manish
Tewari said: "The Criminal
Procedure (Identification) Bill
2022, which is a derogation of
Article 20 sub article 3 and
Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution, highlighted that
the bill is beyond the legislative competence of the House
and against the fundamental
rights of our citizens."
He said an accused can't be
made a witness against himself in the light of the Supreme

Court's judgements. However,
the government rejected the
objections and the bill was
introduced after division of
votes in which the opposition
was defeated. Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs Ajay
Mishra Teni said that the law
was made in 1920 and is 102
years old and in the interest of
the law enforcing agency, it
needs to be amended.
The bill was put to vote for
introduction in which the
government got 120 votes,
while the opposition could
manage only 58 votes.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Shivpal upset
with Akhilesh

U

pset over not being invited to the
Samajwadi Party legislature party
meeting on Saturday, SP MLA
Shivpal Singh Yadav referred to characters from Ramayana and Mahabharat
on Sunday to convey his feelings. "We
should remember the role of Hanuman
because it was because of him that Lord
Ram won the battle in Lanka," he said
while speaking at a function in Etawah
on Sunday. He further said that it was
Hanuman who had saved the life of
Lakshman. Even the Gods have faced difficult situations but it is the truth that triumphs in the end," he pointed out.
Referring to the Mahabharata, he said
that Yudhishthir should not have gambled with Shakuni. "If he had to play, he
should have played with Duryodhan. It
was Shakuni who created a situation for
Mahabharata." He said that he was not
invited to the legislature party meeting
and had waited for two days for the invitation before leaving for Etawah. "I am a
legislator on the Samajwadi Party symbol
but was not invited to the meeting," he
stated. Asked about his next step, Shivpal
said that he would discuss the matter
with his supporters and then take a decision. Meanwhile, state SP president
Naresh Uttam clarified that the allies of
SP would be invited for a meeting on
March 28. Those who have their own
parties like Shivpal Singh Yadav, Pallavi
Patel, Om Prakash Rajbhar and Mahaan
Dal will be invited for a meeting on
Monday to discuss the post poll situation.

absolute edit

URDU: WHOSE LANGUAGE IS IT?
Asad Mirza

T

he occasion, when Urdu journalism
is celebrating 200 years of its existence, seems to be perhaps the best
opportunity to clear some myths
and misconceptions about Urdu.
Urdu is a language, which was born and flourished in India. However, unfortunately following in the footsteps of the colonial masters,
the new rulers of India too, demarcated languages on the basis of religion. Though in
reality no language needs any religion to
flourish but religions need a language to
flourish.
In Urdu's case nothing can be far from the
truth. It was a language, which was patronised
by all sections of the society, irrespective of
their religion. But petty mindedness clubbed
it together with a particular community. The
colonial masters ascribed Hindi to Hindus
and Urdu to Muslims, though both languages
possess a rich tradition of substantial contributions from both sides.
It would be pertinent to note that in Urdu
litterateurs consider Malik Ram to be an
authority on Ghalib and similarly Jagan Nath
Azad on the life, philosophy and works of
Muhammad Iqbal, the two great poets of
Urdu. On the occasion of 200-years of Urdu
journalism in India, let's try to see how various Indians irrespective of their religion,
enriched the language.
Urdu journalism, the language of millions
of Indians both Muslims and non-Muslims
has survived for two hundred years in spite of
several odds. Right from the beginning Urdu
espoused nationalist sentiments amongst its
readers and was completely anti-colonial and
anti-imperialist in its treatment of the government of the day.
From its infancy in 1822,Urdu newspapers
and journalists forged nationalist sentiments
through their reporting and articles. Hindus
and Muslims shared the ownership and editorial responsibilities equally in the initial phase
of the Urdu journalism. Promoting Indian
nationalist ideals and negating anti-colonialist
narratives was the foremost duty of the Urdu
journalists. As the Persian newspapers of West
Bengal were forerunners of the Urdu press, a
language, which was patronised by the
Mughal court and adopted by the ruling elite
of the country, they focused on Urdu after the
colonial masters ignored Persian in favour of
English.
Pandit Harihar Dutta founded Jam-i-Jahan
Numa, in 1822 in Kolkata (then Calcutta). He
was the son of Pandit Tara Chand Dutta, an
eminent Bengali journalist and one of the

Fate of no-confidence motion against
Imran to be decided by March 31
Islamabad|Agencies

P

akistan Interior Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
on Monday insisted that
the fate of the opposition's
no-confidence resolution
against Prime Minister Imran
Khan would be decided by
March 31, Dawn reported.
Addressing a press conference in Islamabad, Rashid
said the situation on the day
of voting on the no-confidence resolution could
change even an hour before
the vote, observing that it was
the opposition, and not the
government, that needed to
show the strength of 172 lawmakers.
"People must shun the
idea that Imran's politics is
teetering on the brink, especially after his 'great' rally in
Islamabad a day ago."
He also called the opposi-

tion's campaign against the
prime minister "a conspiracy
to weaken Pakistan".
The Interior Minister said
international conspiracies
were often hatched against
countries with a weak economy.

"An independent foreign
policy can only be introduced by a brave leader," he
said, referring to Khan.
In response to a question
about the claim made by the
premier that he had written
evidence of a "foreign-funded
conspiracy" out to topple his
government, Rashid reiterated that international conspiracies were a reality, but
added he no idea about the
letter that the Prime Minister
had referred to in his speech
on Sunday.
Talking about national
institutions, the Interior
Minister said he saw Pakistan
Army as a symbol of
Pakistan's integrity, Dawn
news reported.
"They keep an eye on politics as a whole and not any
individual ... whatever they
decide will be in favour of
Pakistan," he said.

founders of Bengali weekly Sambad
Koumudi. Editor of this three page weekly
paper was Pandit Sadasukh Lal. It was the
third language newspaper in India after
English and Bengali, and was published till
1888.
After the unsuccessful revolt of 1857, Urdu
journalism continued with its nationalistic
fervour, as Urdu seemed to be the only language, which could play the role of a bridge
between the nationalist leaders of emerging
political parties in India and the common
reader. However, after 1857, the centre of
Urdu journalism shifted first to Lucknow and
then Delhi from Kolkata. In spit of this various
centres of Urdu journalism were present in
almost all states of India, like Hyderabad,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Patna, Bhopal
and Srinagar, some of the current oldest
dailies were started from these cities.
From 1857 onwards, Urdu journalism
entered a new era of development under the
patronage of all communities of India. An
example is Oudh Akhbar, which was published from Lucknow by Munshi Nawal
Kishore, under the editorship of Ratan Nath
'Sarshar'.
From the beginning of the 20th century,
politics and social reforms dominated Urdu
journalism. The political and social-reform
movements launched by the Congress, the
Muslim League, the Hindu Mahasabha, the
Arya Samaj, the Khilafat Committee and the
Aligarh Movement, exercised profound influence on Urdu language newspapers and periodicals. All these movements started various
Urdu newspapers to propagate their thinking
amongst the masses.
In 1919, Mahashey Krishnan started Daily
Pratap from Lahore. It vigorously supported
Gandhi's policies and the Indian National
Congress. It faced continuous government
harassment and had to cease publication several times. It had great influence among the
Urdu reading Hindus of Punjab and Delhi.
However, after independence it changed tone
and become pro-Hindu to a large extent.
In 1923, Swami Shraddhanand founded
Daily Tej with Lala Deshbandhu Gupta as its
editor. It had a wide circulation in Rajasthan,
U.P. and Delhi. It too faced harassment by the
colonial masters and was banned too in a
number of princely states. In the same year,
the Arya Samaj started Daily Milap, from
Lahore. It was known for its powerful nationalistic editorials. Later, Jawaharlal Nehru
founded Qaumi Awaaz in 1945, which survives even today through a web edition.
After independence, with Hindi becoming
the official state language, Urdu journalism
suffered a lot. It resulted in its subscriber base

IMRAN KHAN INVOKES ZULFIKAR
ALI BHUTTO'S HANGING
Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan likened
himself to late premier and
PPP founder chairman Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, who was, what he
claimed, hanged for attempting to give the country an independent foreign policy, The News reported. He waved a letter to a large public rally on Sunday and disclosed that his
government had been threatened in writing, claiming that
"we know from which places an attempt is being made from
outside to change the government, and also mount pressure
on us for adopting an independent foreign policy". The
Prime Minister lamented governments were changed in
Pakistan with the connivance of people present in Pakistan.
"The parties of Fazlur Rehman and fugitive Nawaz Sharif at
that time had started a movement against Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
Such circumstances were created, which led to hanging of
Bhutto," The News quoted Khan as saying. "Attempts are
being made through foreign money to change the government in Pakistan. Our people are being used. Mostly inadvertently, but some people are using money against us. "We
know from what places attempts are being to pressure us. We
have been threatened in writing, but we will not compromise
on national interest," he added. Khan said Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi knew that the conspiracy was being
hatched for the last few months. He said that the Pakistani
nation had to decide whether they would allow the slaves,
who were conspiring against the government, to succeed by
taking billions of rupees from outside, and that was why the
party had invited people there, The News reported.

being eroded and the state patronage more or
less nil for its growth. Though many organisations were floated both individually and by
government too, to fuel the growth of Urdu
journalism, yet very little was achieved.
This might have been due to the wrong
impression carried by the ruling class that
they can't connect with their supporters
through Urdu newspapers, and also due to
the self-detrimental actions taken by the socalled Urdu lovers too. This class prospered at
the cost of Urdu and wanted every one to support Urdu, but they themselves in their personal life paid little heed to its growth.
The Punjab Kesari Group of Newspapers of
Ambala started Hind Samachar in 1948.
During this phase it used to be one of the
highest circulated Urdu newspapers of the
country. It's current Chairman VK Chopra
was once quoted as saying that his newspaper
loses one reader every day, but he doesn't
have the heart to close it down, which showed
his love and commitment to Urdu.
In 1992, the Urdu journalism received a
shot in the arm with the launch of UNI-Urdu,
the first wire agency in Urdu in the world. As
by now the computerisation had made initial
forays in publication field. This service helped
many old newspapers to grow with more content being available and also helped many
new and small newspapers to start publication.
At present the two largest
multi-edition Urdu newspaper
groups, are Rashtriya Sahara

international

Ukraine 'exposes' 620 Russian
spies operating in Europe
Kiev|Agencies

T

he Chief Intelligence
Directorate of the
Ministry of Defence in
Ukraine has obtained a list
of Russian FSB officers
involved in what it called
criminal activities on behalf
of Russia in Europe.
The Ukrainian Chief
Intelligence Directorate said
the list consists of 620 FSB
officers. The intel revealed
the names of the Russian
spies, their place of work,
registered address and
passport data as well as the
models and registration
plates of their cars,
Ukrayinska Pravda reported. The full list of spies can
be viewed on the website of
the Chief Intelligence
Directorate of Ukraine.
orridors had been set up
to allow civilians to leave
some towns that are surrounded by Russian forces.

PHILIPPINES, US BEGIN LARGE-SCALE B'DESH URGES UK PARLIAMENT TO RECOGNISE 1971 GENOCIDE
JOINT MILITARY DRILLS
London|Agencies

Manila|Agencies

T

he Philippines and the
US on Monday began
their large-scale annual joint military drills in the
Southeast Asian country.
The participants in the
exercise, codenamed
Balikatan 2022, include
3,800 Filipino and 5,100 US
military personnel, as well
as observers from various
armed forces in the region,
reports Xinhua news
agency.As the largest iteration of the Philippines-US
joint drills since 2015,
Balikatan 2022 will be conducted across the main
Luzon island until April
8.According to the military,
the drills will focus on
"maritime security,
amphibious operations,
live-fire training, urban
operations, aviation operations, counterterrorism, and
humanitarian assistance

and disaster relief."It also
includes a command post
exercise that tests both
forces' ability to plan, command and communicate in
a simulated
environment.The Visiting
Forces Agreement (VFA)
gives US troops a legal basis
to be in the Southeast Asian
country for bilateral exercises, and governs the conduct
of American armed force
personnel. However, some
Philippine politicians have
expressed their concerns
that the large-scale military
exercise might threaten
regional security. residential candidate and labor
leader Ka Leody de uzman
said he is "uncomfortable"
with the Balikatan military
training exercise, calling it
"provocative." He said the
Philippines should pursue
an independent foreign policy, stressing that the country should not be a "pawn".

S

aida Muna Tasneem, Bangladesh's
High Commissioner in London, has
urged the UK Parliament to table
and pass a motion recognising one of
the worst genocides in history by the
Pakistani forces in 1971, Asianlite
reported.
She made the call at a virtual discussion organised by the high commission
and University College London to mark
Bangladesh's Independence Day on
Friday, the High Commission said in a
statement on Saturday.
Tasneem noted that Peter Shore, the
then chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Select Committee, had placed a motion
in Parliament condemning the Pakistani
atrocities during Bangladesh's
Liberation War.
More than 233 MPs later placed
another motion seeking an end to the
genocide in Bangladesh and the recognition of it as an independent nation,
she said.
Now the British Parliament should
bring a new motion recognising the
genocide, Asianlite reported citing
Tasneem as saying.
Tasneem thanked Bangladesh Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina for declaring
March 25 as National Genocide Day and
said it is their duty to create global
awareness about the genocide.
Rami Ranger, chairman of
Conservative Friends of India, said he
would continue supporting
Bangladesh's demand for the recognition of the genocide. He urged
Bangladesh to set up a monument in the
UK remembering the victims of the
Pakistani atrocities.
High Commissioner for India to the

and Roznama Inquilab and ETV-Bharat a 24hour Urdu TV channel, Zee Salaam and
Network 18 Urdu, are all owned by nonMuslim groups, which again cements the central argument that Urdu is not a language of
Indian Muslims but it is a language of Indians.
The Muslims were burdened with the weight
of Urdu as being a Muslim language, by the
ultra nationalist forces after Independence, an
anomaly, which has not been set right till
now.
Contrary to popular perception, Urdu is not
the language of Muslims. It was the soldier's
language and flourished during the Mughal
period, assimilating words from Persian and
local languages. The purpose was to make
communication easy among soldiers who
used to be Arab, Turk and locals. Later, Urdu
became the language of the literate and masses, both, assimilating local Persian, Arabic,
and Turkic influence over the course of
almost 900 years.
After 70 years of a step-brotherly treatment
being meted out to Urdu, it would be better if
we could recognise it as the language of India
and all communities try to work for its betterment and giving it the recognition and honour which it rightly deserves.
(Asad Mirza is a political commentator
based in New Delhi. The views expressed
are personal)

UK Gaitri Issar Kumar; Joann DigeorgeLutz, Chair of the Department of Liberal
Studies at Texas A&M University;
Meghna Guhathakurta, director of
Research Initiatives, Bangladesh; Sultan
Mahmud Sharif, an organiser of
Bangladesh's Liberation War
Movements in the UK; Jasmina Sarajlic,
representative of the Embassy of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in London; and UCL
research fellow Bayes Ahmed also spoke
on the occasion. A documentary on the
genocide was screened at the event.

"Ukraine has no plans to
open any humanitarian
corridors to evacuate civilians from cities under siege
on Monday," Ukraine's
Deputy Prime Minister
Iryna Vereshchuk said.
Vereshchuk said the decision has been taken
because of intelligence
reports warning of possible
Russian "provocations"
along the routes, BBC

reported. Safe corridors
have been set up from
Mariupol, Sumy and towns
and villages outside the
capital Kiev, which are currently surrounded or almost
surrounded by Russian
forces. Meanwhile, the
Mayor of Mariupol has said
the besieged port city is on
the verge of catastrophe
and must be completely
evacuated.

NEPAL, INDIA ANNOUNCE DEUBA'S
NEW DELHI VISIT IN APRIL
Kathmandu: Nepal and
India have jointly
announced the visit of
Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba to New
Delhi from April 1. This
will be Deuba's first foreign visit after assuming
office in July 2021. According to Nepal's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA), the three-day visit is taking place
at the invitation of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Deuba will be accompanied by his wife, Arzu Rana Deuba.
According to the MoFA statement, the entourage of Prime
Minister Deuba will comprise Minister for Foreign Affairs
Narayan Khadka, other senior ministers and secretaries
and officials. "The visit will further strengthen the multifaceted, age-old and cordial ties between Nepal and
India."According to India's Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), Prime Minister Deuba is scheduled to call on Vice
President M. Venkaiah Naidu and hold talks with Modi at
the Hyderabad House on April 2.
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, as well as
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval will also call on Prime
Minister Deuba.
The visit is expected to provide an opportunity to review
the wide-ranging cooperative partnership between the
two countries and progress it further for the benefit of the
two people, the Indian MEA said.
Besides official engagements in New Delhi, Deuba is also
scheduled to visit Varanasi, from where he will return to
Kathmandu on April 3.
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PM To Address People Getting Houses
WOMAN DELIVERS ON ROADSIDE,
EVERY POOR IN MADHYA PRADESH TO HAVE A ROOF OVER HIS HEAD: CM
LOCALS LEND HELP
The Prime Minister's Office said he will also address the gathering
 A GROUP OF LOCAL
WOMEN BECAME
MEDICAL STAFF AND
'SAREES' BECAME
THE WALLS FOR A
22-YEAR-OLD
WOMAN, WHO
DELIVERED A BABY
BOY ON A ROADSIDE
IN MADHYA
PRADESH'S
KHARGONE DISTRICT.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

A

group of local women
became medical staff
and 'sarees' became
the walls for a 22-year-old

woman, who delivered a
baby boy on a roadside in
Khargone district.
The woman was on the
way to the district hospital
on a bike on Sunday when
she experienced labour pain
and was unable to travel further.
Her father, who was riding
the bike, had no option but
to stop on the roadside and
seek help from the locals.
Seeing the woman
writhing in excessive labour
pain, a group of women
rushed to her help. They put
up a wall of 'sarees' around
her and helped her deliver
the baby on the road.
The locals dialled for the
108 Ambulance also known
as 'Janani Express', but it
could not reach on time.
The people also alerted the
district hospital.

However, by the time the
chief medical officer along
with nurses arrived, the
woman had delivered a
healthy baby boy.
After that, both the mother and her baby were taken
to the hospital in an ambulance.
"The woman delivered
the baby before we could
reach the spot. Boy is
healthy, weighs 2.27 kg, and
both mother and son are
doing well," said a doctor in
the Khargone district hospital.
The doctor also claimed
that her due date was March
19 but her family wanted the
delivery to take place at
home.
The family had not even
called for 108 ambulance
when they were in their village, added the doctor.

on the occasion, and noted that it has been his constant endeavour
to provide a pucca house with all basic amenities to every needy
family of the country.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi
will participate in the "Grih
Pravesham", a ceremony to
hand over new houses to their owners, of about 5.21 lakh beneficiaries of
the Pradhan Mantri Awaas YojanaGramin in Madhya Pradesh on
Tuesday via video conferencing. Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
participate in the state level programme from Chhatarpur district.
The programme will be telecast live
on various platforms of Doordarshan,
electronic and social media.
The Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
said he will also address the gathering
on the occasion, and noted that it has
been his constant endeavour to pro-

vide a pucca house with all basic
amenities to every needy family of the
country.This marks yet another step
in this direction, it added.The function will witness traditional celebrations with conch, lamp, flowers and
rangoli being organised in new houses.
The implementation of the PMAYG in Madhya Pradesh is witnessing
many unique and innovative steps
such as training thousands of
masons, including women, using fly
ash bricks, empowering women selfhelp groups (SHGs) by providing
them with loans for centring material
and using technology for better execution and monitoring of projects,
the PMO said.
Chief Minister Chouhan has said

that the central and state governments have resolved to make sure
that every poor family has their own
pucca house. For the fulfillment of
this resolution, pucca housing will be
provided to every person by the year
2024 under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Rural). So far, more than 24
lakh 10 thousand houses have been
completed under this scheme in the
state. Under the special project of the
scheme, more than 23 thousand
houses have been completed out of
the approved houses of Baiga,
Sahariya and Bharia tribes.
In the scheme, an integrated action
plan is made by linking various
schemes in those villages or gram
panchayats, where more than 100
houses are being built, to ensure all-

round development of the village and
the villagers through Abhyuday
Navachar. In this, works like community and individual infrastructure
building, social security, strengthening of livelihood etc. are undertaken.
So far, 2731 villages have been identified in the entire state under
Abhyudaya Navachar, out of which a
detailed action plan has been prepared for the all-round development
of 1668 villages.

WILL HELP KASHMIRI PANDITS TO RESETTLE IN J&K: NAROTTAM MISHRA IndiGo commences Indore-Jammu
 Home Minister Narottam
Mishra on Monday said
that it will provide full
support to the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits in getting rehabilitated in
Kashmir.
Team Absolute|Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra on
Monday said that it will provide full support to the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits in getting rehabilitated in Kashmir.
Mishra said that he would urge
Kashmiri Pandits living in the state to
contact the home department if they
wish to return to their homeland. He
assured them that the government
would provide all possible help for
this purpose.
"The Madhya Pradesh government
will extend help to the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits if they wish to go
back to their native place," Mishra,

who is also state government's
spokesperson, made this statement
while talking to the press on Monday.
He added, "I request Kashmiri
Pandit brothers and sisters living in
Madhya Pradesh that they should
inform the home department if they
wish to return to their homeland. We
will ensure and make arrangements
for their return."The minister, howev-

er, did not share any data on the number of Kashmiri Pandits living in the
state. On the other hand, responding
to Mishra's statement, Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Vivek Tankha urged the BJP
to support his private member's bill
on the rehabilitation of Kashmiri
Pandits. In a video message, Tankha
revealed that the Kashmiri Pandit
(Recourse, Restitution and

CM PLANTED SAPTAPARNI AND GULMOHAR SAPLINGS
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted Saptaparni and
Gulmohar saplings in Smart
Garden today. Along with
Chief Minister Chouhan,
Minister of State for Public
Works Suresh Dhakad and
Manisha Tripathi, Pooja
Saggar of National Service
Scheme of Sri Sathya Sai
College for Women, Bhopal,
volunteers Kumari Palak Jain,
Shivani Kaushik, Shivangi
Mishra and Avantika also
planted saplings.
The National Service
Scheme unit of the college
has done extensive plantation work in rural areas. In
the Ankur Abhiyan started by
Chief Minister Chouhan, the
girls of National Service
Scheme have conducted
plantation activities from
time to time. Along with this,
five teams Avni, Neel, Pawak,

Gagan and Sameer have
been formed for the purpose
of running awareness campaigns about cleanliness.
These teams give the message of tree plantation and
cleanliness campaign to the
general public through street
plays. Recently special activities on cleanliness and tree
plantation have been conducted in NSS camp at village Tara Sevaniya near
Bhopal. The Gulmohar planted today is considered one of

the most beautiful trees in
the world. Flowers blooming
in big bunches among the
leaves of Gulmohar give a
distinct attraction to this tree.
In summer, Gulmohar trees
are full of flowers instead of
leaves. It is also rich in
medicinal properties.
Saptaparni is an evergreen
medicinal tree, which has
great importance in
Ayurveda. It is used in the
manufacture of various medicines.

Rehabilitation & Resettlement) Bill,
2022 would be tabled in Parliament
on Friday, April 1.
Giving his perspective on the challenges faced by Kashmiri Pandits,
Tankha remarked, "I watched the
comment of Narottam Mishra on
Kashmiri Pandits now. I welcome that
comment because he has offered to
make arrangements for the return of
Kashmir Pandits. But I want to tell
him that the problem is not about
going back. Kashmiri Pandits are
capable of going back themselves. The
problem is their security there."
He asserted that the problem is that
how can they get back their property
which went into distress sale or its
compensation. "The problem is what
will they do after going back there.
The problem is whether they will get
representation in the Legislature. The
issue is who will maintain their monuments and temples. I am bringing a
Bill taking into consideration all these
issues which will be introduced in
Parliament on April 1 as a Private
Member's Bill," Tankha said.

direct flight service

 TO ENHANCE
REGIONAL AIR CONNECTIVITY, AIRLINE
MAJOR INDIGO, ON
MONDAY COMMENCED ITS NEW
DIRECT FLIGHT
FROM INDORE TO
JAMMU.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

o enhance regional air
connectivity, airline
major IndiGo, on
Monday commenced its new
direct flight from Indore to
Jammu.
The new route was virtually inaugurated by Union
Minister for Civil Aviation
Jyotiraditya Scindia.

to the increasing economic
and tourism demand of the
state. We are committed to
providing an affordable, ontime, safe and hassle-free
travel experience, onboard
our lean clean flying
machine."
IndiGo operates a total of
632 weekly flights to and
from Madhya Pradesh,
including connections from
destinations like Bhopal,
Indore, Jabalpur, and
Gwalior.

Madhya Pradesh Becomes First State In
India To Introduce MBBS Course In Hindi
 Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said that
the new system would
help remove the inferiority complex among the
middle class and lower
economic class students
from Hindi-speaking backgrounds in villages and
towns.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

T

he BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh
is set to become the first state
in the country to impart medical education in the Hindi language. "From this year, the state will
become the first to start MBBS
course in Hindi. The books are
being readied and the new Hindibased system will start this year. It
will be followed by similar Hindi

medium engineering education and
an identical system for other professional courses," CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced on Sunday,
March 27. "When other countries
use their mother tongues for professional education, why should we
remain slaves of English? This new
system will help remove the inferiority complex among our middle
class and lower economic class students from Hindi-speaking backgrounds in villages and towns," he
added.It was one of the many significant announcements made by
Chouhan at the end of the two-day
brainstorming meet (most extended
cabinet meet in India) in hill
tourism hotspot Pachmarhi.
"Every urban area housing population of over 25,000 will have a CM
Sanjeevani Clinic to treat most common ailments like cold, cough and
fever. It will help to reduce crowding
at hospitals. The first of such clinics

will begin operations from April 22
and every urban local body will have
such clinics within a year. Further,
the government will turn all the hospitals in government medical colleges into super-speciality hospitals," CM announced.The brainstorming meeting also cleared decks
for starting a veterinary telemedicine facility and a similar telemedicine facility for crops in the state. In
another first in India, the MP government decided to start 240 hours
course in Artificial Intelligence,
beginning from Class VIII in all government schools. In addition, the
CM announced a statewide water
conservation and rainwater harvesting Jalabhishek program from April
11. Further, a Rural Transport Policy
will be announced in April to operate buses for connecting every village in the state. Chouhan
announced to re-launch the CM
Kanyadan Yojana (community mar-

Every poor in Madhya Pradesh to
have a roof over his head: Sisodia
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has resolved that
no poor of the state will live in a kutcha house. Every
person will have his own pucca house. Concrete house
will be provided to every person by the year 2024 under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. Work has been accelerated in
this regard in the state in order to fulfill this resolve of Chief
Minister Shri Chouhan, by the Rural Development
Department and its good results have come.
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, will conduct virtual Griha
Pravesh of 5 lakh 21 thousand beneficiaries of the state
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) on March
29. So far, more than 24 lakh 10 thousand houses have been
completed under this scheme in the state. As many as 152
houses were completed under the scheme in the year 201617, 6 lakh 36 thousand in the year 2017-18, 6 lakh 79 thousand in the year 2018-19, 2 lakh 71 thousand in the year
2019-20, 2 lakh, 60 thousand in the year 2020-21and more
than 5 lakh 41 thousand PM Awas have been completed in
the year 2021-22. Out of the approved houses of Baiga,
Sahariya and Bharia tribes under the scheme, more than 23
thousand houses have been completed.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) was launched in
the country from 1st April, 2016 by the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India. In this, all eligible
homeless families and families living in kutcha and dilapidated houses will be provided pucca houses equipped with
all basic facilities by the year 2024.
In the scheme, the beneficiaries are selected on the basis
of the survey list of Social, Economic and Caste Census-

As per the airline, the addition of this new route from
Indore is a part of IndiGo's
strategy to enhance connectivity to central India.
"Direct connectivity from
Indore, the largest city in
Madhya Pradesh, to Jammu
which is one of India's most
popular destinations for pilgrims and a gateway to
Jammu & Kashmir," said
Sanjay Kumar, Chief Strategy
and Revenue Officer, IndiGo.
"The new route will cater

2021. Under the scheme, people living in plain areas are provided Rs. 1 lakh 20 thousand per house and Rs. 1 lakh 30
thousand in IPA districts (Integrated Action Plan for Tribal
and Backward districts). Once the house is approved, the
first installment of Rs 25 thousand is given, the second
installment of Rs 40/45 thousand is given at the plinth level,
the third installment of Rs 40/45 thousand at the lintel level
and the fourth installment of Rs 15 thousand is given on the

completion of the house. Apart from this, Rs 12 thousand are
additionally given for the construction of toilets. Under
MNREGA scheme, wages of 90 to 95 days is also paid to the
beneficiary of the house.
Awas Plus Yojana has been initiated to provide Pradhan
Mantri Awas to eligible persons who have been left out in the
survey list of Social, Economic and Caste Census-2021.
Names of 31 lakh 36 thousand families left out in the state
have been added, and they will be given houses as per the
guidelines of the Government of India.
In villages or gram panchayats, where more than 100
houses are being built, integrated action plans are made by
combining various schemes to ensure all-round development of the village and the villagers through Abhyudaya
Navachar in the state. In this, works like community and
individual infrastructure building, social security, livelihood
strengthening etc. are done. So far, 2731 villages have been
identified in the entire state under Abhyudaya Navachar, out
of which a detailed action plan has been prepared for the allround development of 1668 villages.
Beneficiaries are being encouraged to use fly ash bricks in
the construction of Pradhan Mantri Awas in the state. These
bricks are cheaper and of higher quality than normal bricks.
Self-help groups have also been linked with the work of
housing construction in the state. More than 300 members
of 33 self-help groups are making about 60 to 65 thousand fly
ash bricks daily in the state. Apart from this, centering material has been made available to 11 thousand 840 members of
about 2800 self-help groups by getting loans from banks.
Through these works, the women of self-help groups of rural
areas are also being financially strengthened.

riage scheme) in a new avatar from
April 21 and Ladli Lakshami 2.0
Scheme from May 2.
Also, the popular CM Teerth
Darshan Yojana (free pilgrimage
scheme) that was halted due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, would be relaunched next month, with the CM
and his cabinet members travelling
along with the first batch of pilgrims
by four trains to Kashi (Varanasi).
The CM also announced to start
imparting most modern school education under his dream project CM
Rise Schools in 350 existing government schools from June 13. Once
built entirely, the schools will be
shifted to new CM Rise School
buildings.
The CM Rise Schools will change
the current face of government institutions by introducing schools having smart classrooms, labs, library
and well-equipped playgrounds,"
houhan claimed.

Burhanpur Became First District
with Cent Percent Tap Water
 Water from Tap Reached All the Rural
Families of the District in Jal Jeevan Mission

Team Absolute |Bhopal

U

nder the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the work of
single or group water
supply schemes is going on
in every district to provide
water through tap connections to the entire rural population of the state. Burhanpur
is the first district of the state
where cent percent rural
households have been provided water through tap connections at their homes.
Water is now reaching
through taps in every rural
household through water
supply schemes costing more
than Rs 129 crore in
Burhanpur district, located at

a distance of about 325 kilometer from the state capital,
having a rural population of
about five lakhs. There are
167 gram panchayats and 254
villages in both (Burhanpur
and Khaknar) development
blocks of Burhanpur district.
Under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
the availability of water has
been ensured through tap
connections to the homes of
all the families in all the villages of the district. In all the
Anganwadi centres and
schools operating in the rural
areas of the district, arrangements have been made to
provide water through tap
connections by making platforms.
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Oscars 2022: 'CODA' makes history,
'Dune' bags top technical awards
Los Angeles | Agencies

T

JESSICA CHASTAIN: BEST
ACTRESS FOR 'THE EYES
OF TAMMY FAYE'
Los Angeles | Agencies

J

essica Chastain, who won the honour for Best
Actress in a Leading Role for her work in biographical drama, 'The Eyes of Tammy Faye' at the 94th
Academy Awards, shared that in difficult times like
the one which the entire world is going through,
she feels inspired by her character's radical acts of love.
The coveted award was presented to her on Sunday night
by the legendary actor, Anthony Hopkins. As she accepted the award, Jessica took to the stage to give a speech,
broadcast live from the Dolby Theater in Los Angeles.
She thanked her "brilliant" co-star Andrew Garfield
and drew the audience's attention towards the topic of
suicide which continues to be the leading cause of death
in the US.
"So many people out there feel hopelessness and
alone and suicide is a leading cause of death in the
United States. It's touched many families.
"It's touched mine and especially members of the
LGBTQ community. we're faced with discriminatory and
bigoted legislation that is sweeping our country with the
only goal of further dividing us. There's violence and
hate crimes. In times like this, I think of Tammy and I'm
inspired by her radical acts of love." she added.
Los Angeles | Agencies

T

he 94th Academy Award celebrated
60 years of James Bond' films and
honoured all the stars, who performed the suave spy 007.
A video montage of all the James Bond
films, including Daniel Craig's 'No Time
To Die' was shown with the background
score of 'Live and Let Die' was showcased
at the coveted celebration.
Athletes Kelly Slater, Shaun White and
Tony Hawk took centre stage at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles on Sunday.

he coming-of-age comedydrama 'CODA' (which, incidentally, is the acronym for Child of
Deaf Adults) and Denis Villeneuve's
sci-fi epic 'Dune' emerged as the
biggest winners at the just-concluded
94th Academy Awards held at the
Dolby Theater here.
'Dune' bagged six awards, all in
technical categories; 'CODA' made
Oscar history by winning the awards
in all three categories it was nominated in. It also became the first film from
a major streaming platform -- Apple
TV -- to bag the prestigious award of
'Best Picture', becoming thereby the
first official nod from the Academy to
the tectonic shift taking place in the
entertainment industry because of the
rise of OTT platforms in the Covid-19
era. Jane Campion, staved off competition from the likes of Seven Spielberg
and Kenneth Branagh, to win the
award for Best Director for her muchadmired film, 'The Power of the Dog'.
'Dune' got the better of some serious competition -- notably from
'Shang-Chi' and 'Spider-Man' -bagged Oscars for Best Visual Effects,
Best Cinematography, Best
Production Design, Best Film Editing,
Best Original Score and Best Sound.
'CODA' took home the honours for
Best Supporting Actor (Troy Kotsur),
Best Adapted Screenplay (Sian Heder)
and Best Picture of course.
Will Smith, who had earlier slapped
comedian Chris Rock across his face
over a joke directed at his wife Jada

While talking
about the films,
White said: Of
course, over the years, we've all had our
favorite Bonds."
Hawk added: "Some people are Sean
Connery fans, others Roger Moore."
"Or Timothy Dalton, Pierce Brosnan or
Daniel Craig," Slater shared.
White continued: "As great as they all
are, it's impossible to ever be certain that
just one star was clearly the GOAT
(Greatest Of All-Time)." When Hawk disagreed with that sentiment by saying,

Pinkett Smith, won the honour for
Best Lead Actor owing to his performance in 'King Richard'.
The biographical drama 'The Eyes
of Tammy Faye' won two awards -Best Lead Actress for Jessica Chastain
and Best Makeup and Hairstyling.
The broadcast from Dolby Theater
also honoured the history of the art
form of films as it brought back the
casts of classics such as 'The
Godfather' and 'Pulp Fiction' and celebrated the 60th anniversary of James
Bond with a presentation featuring
skateboarder Tony Hawk, surfer Kelly
Slater and snowboarder Shaun
White.
Ariana DeBose was feted with the
Best Supporting Actress award for
her performance in Steven
Spielberg's 'West Side Story'. Best
Animated Feature Film went to
Disney's 'Encanto'. The Japanese
film 'Drive My Car', an international awards circuit favourite,
clinched the title for eBest
International Film'.
Jenny Beavan was conferred with Best Costume
Design for 'Cruella', a film
she initially almost refused
to work on. Kenneth
Branagh walked away with
'Best Original Screenplay' for
his writing in the coming-of-age
drama, 'Belfast'.
Other winners included 'Summer of
Soul', which won Best Documentary
Feature; 'No Time To Die' (Best
Original Song) for the title track by
Billie Eilish and Finneas O'Connell;

'The Queen of Basketball' (Best
Documentary Short Subject); 'The
Windshield Wiper' (Best Animated
Short Film); and 'The Long Goodbye'
(Best Live Action Short Film).
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WILL SMITH SMACKS CHRIS
ROCK FOR JADA REMARK
Los Angeles | Agencies

E

Oscars 2022 mark
50th anniversary
of 'The Godfather'

veryone at the Dolby Theater was in
for a shock when Hollywood star Will
Smith walked up to the stage and
slapped comic artiste Chris Rock over his
humorous remark on Will's wife Jada
Pinkett Smith.
The incident took place when Chris was
on the stage to present the Oscars for Best
Documentary category.
Chris started his gig with a few jokes
about the audience members, including
Pinkett Smith, referring to her as "G.I. Jane"
due to her closely cropped hair, Pinkett
Smith has spoken in the past about her battle with alopecia.
Moments after the joke, Smith walked to

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

the stage and smacked Rock across the face;
however, it was not sure if he connected
well. It was unclear if the assault was a
planned bit.
The uncensored footage of the show had
Rock saying, "Will Smith just smacked the
shit out of me," as Smith was on his way to
his chair. "Wow, dude. It was a G.I. Jane
joke."
Will got back to his seat and shouted at
Rock saying, "Keep my wife's name out of
your fucking mouth".
Sean "Diddya Combs, who came on stage
a few moments later, said, "I did not know
that this year would be the most exciting
Oscar ever. Will and Chris we're gonna solve
that like family at the goal party right now
we're moving on with love."

Los Angeles | Agencies

D

irector Francis Ford Coppola and stars De Niro and Al Pacino celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the iconic film 'The Godfather' at the 94th Academy Awards under the
theme 'Movie lovers unite' at the Dolby Theatre here.
On Sunday night, Coppola, Pacino and De Niro took the stage as their film got honoured at
completing 50 years. The three walked up to the stage on the theme song of 'The Godfather'.
The director was seen making a speech about 'The Godfather', while De Niro and Pacino
were standing silently beside him.
'The Godfather' tribute was introduced by rapper Puff Daddy.
'The Godfather' is a 1972 American crime film based on Mario Puzo's best-selling 1969
novel of the same name.
The film also stars Marlon Brando among many others.

Ciara
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I-LEAGUE: NEROCA FC DEFEAT INDIAN ARROWS 1-0

IPL 2022

GUJARAT TITANS START CAMPAIGN
WITH FIVE-WICKET WIN AGAINST N
LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS

Naihati (West Bengal)|Agencies

Team Absolute|Mumbai

B

rilliant efforts by pacer
Mohammad Shami and batter
Rahul Tewatia helped Gujarat
Titans outplay Lucknow Super Giants
by five wickets in a clash of two debutants in IPL 2022 at the Wankhede
Stadium here on Monday.
Shami, bowling brilliantly and in the
channel, claimed three wickets for 10
runs in his first spell that wrecked
Lucknow Super Giants' innings.
Though they recovered from a precarious 29/4 riding on half-centuries from
experienced batter Depak Hooda (55)
and debutant Ayush Badoni (54), the
158/6 they managed in their allotted
20 overs was below-par for this surface
and the Gujarat Titans batting. Shami
eventually finished with 25/3 from his
four overs. Gujarat Titans too got off to
a poor start losing their first two wickets for 15 runs but skipper Hardik
Pandya, who chose to field first on
winning the toss, struck a 28-ball 33,

David Miller scored 30 and Rahul
Tewatia blasted a 24-ball 40 to help
them start their IPL 2022 campaign
with a five-wicket win.
Hardik Pandya put them on course
for victory with a 57-run partnership
with Matthew Wade (30) and Miller
and Tewatia dragged them across the
rope with a 60-run partnership for the
fifth wicket. Tewatia struck some lusty
blows towards the end of the innings

as the Titans, needing 20 off the last 12
balls, romped.

Brief scores :
Lucknow Super Giants 158/6 in 20 overs
(Deepak Hooda 55, Ayush Badoni 54, Krunal
Pandya 21*; Mohd Shami 3/25, Varun Aaron
2/45) lost to Gujarat Titans 161/5 in 19.4
overs (Matthew Wade 30, Hardik Pandya
33, David Miler 30, Rahul Tewatia 40 not
out; Dushmantha Chameera 2/22).

EROCA FC snatched a 1-0 win
against Indian Arrows in the
Hero I-League 2021-22 match at
the Naihati Stadium on Monday.
Indian Arrows showcased attacking
intent throughout the full 90 minutes,
troubling NEROCA FC's skilful defense
on multiple occasions.
With the absence of Juan Mera and
Sergi Mendigutxia, NEROCA's attacking
forces left a lot to be desired. But an
unfortunate own goal from Brijesh Giri
(73') cost Indian Arrows and NEROCA
FC managed to steal three points.
The match started with Indian Arrows
keeping possession and searching for
long balls from their own half.
The game remained constrained to
the middle of the ground in the early
minutes. In the 6th minute, a counterattacking move allowed Suhail Ahmad
Bhat to make a dangerous cross inside
the box, but he could not find his man.
A couple of minutes later, Thokchom
James Singh made a critical save with
Velanco Rodrigues breaking away with a
chance. In the 12th minute, Parthib
Gogoi troubled the NEROCA defence
with his dribbling skills, and passed the
ball to Vibin Mohanan in front of the
goal. But Prateek Singh made a reflexive
save to deny Indian Arrows. Prateek
made another vital save a couple of minutes later as he denied Parthib Gogoi
who broke free for another one-on-one
chance.

Miami Open: Soon to be world
No.1, Swiatek eyes win over Gauff
Miami|Agencies

P

oland's tennis ace and soon to be world No. 1
after Ash Barty's retirement, Iga Swiatek
extended her winning streak by beating
Madison Brengle of the US 6-0, 6-3 to make her
maiden Round of 16 at the Miami Open on
Monday (IST).
Swiatek, the 20-year-old former French Open
champion, will take on another American, Coco
Gauff for a place in the quarterfinal.
Swiatek, currently ranked No.2 in the world,
extended her career-best winning streak to 13
matches by displaying sharp form that has seen her
sweep the first two WTA 1000s of the season.
Coming off her win in Indian Wells last week, the
Polish player is aiming to become the fourth
woman to win the 'Sunshine Double'. If Swiatek
manages to win at Miami, she will join Germany's
Steffi Graf (1994, 1996), Belgium's Kim Clijsters
(2005) and Belarusian Victoria Azarenka (2016) to
triumph at both Indian Wells and Miami in the
same season.
Swiatek fired 12 winners to Brengle's one in the
opening set and finished the match with 25 win-

ners to 4 for the American.
"I feel like I'm in a good place with my tennis and

KL Rahul and Quinton de Kock make a
devastating opening pair, says Gavaskar

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

s debutants Gujarat Titans (GT) and
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) lock
horns at the Wankhede Stadium on
March 28, all eyes will be on LSG's opening pair KL Rahul and Quinton de Kock
who joined the franchise from Punjab

Kings and Mumbai Indians respectively.
Speaking about K L Rahul and Quinton
de Kock's opening combination, legendary
Sunil Gavaskar said, "The best part about
Quinton de Kock is the fact that he also
has captaincy experience. He has been a
captain of South Africa and knows all formats of the game. He knows what team
building is all about because we are talking about a different team now. He will be
very keen to contribute towards the team
building process.
"KL Rahul and Quinton de Kock's right
hand and left hand combination makes a
devastating opening pair and they can get
the team off to a flying start," he added.
"When he was the captain of Punjab
Kings, he seemed to be preoccupied,
maybe he was not getting the 11 that he
wanted. The new franchise Lucknow
Super Giants is going to be a different
challenge for KL and if he can bat the way
he did in previous seasons and take the
team to the knockouts if not actually the
finals, then he would have taken a big step
forward as far as his own cricketing career
is concerned," Gavaskar said during a
Gameplan episode on Star Sports.

I'm focusing on that," Swiatek said when asked
about the No.1 ranking. "I know the ranking can be
pressure, but on the other hand when I was climbing up and I entered top-10 and top-5 I felt the
same feeling, and right now I don't want to repeat
that. So I just focus on my game," Swiatek was quoted as saying by wtatennis.com.
"I don't know what's going to happen after the
tournament and the adrenaline will go down and I
have more time to stress about that a little bit more,
but for now I feel great. It's not like it's bothering
me, it's more motivating me. So it's great."
Swiatek and Gauff will face off for the second
time in their careers. The Polish player had won
their previous meeting in Rome last year.
No.28 seed Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic
also moved into the Round of 16 for the fifth time in
her career with a 7-5, 6-1 win over American qualifier Lauren Davis.
Two-time Wimbledon champion Kvitova is now
just a win away from matching her career-best
Miami Open performance, which were quarterfinal
runs in 2014 and 2019.
She will face No.21 seed Veronika Kudermetova
of Russia in the Round of 16.

T

he Indian senior women's
football team will play
friendly matches against
Egypt and Jordan on April 5
and 8 respectively in Jordan,
following which the players will
join their respective clubs for
the upcoming Indian Women's
League (IWL) season.
The 30-member Indian contingent, under head coach
Thomas Dennerby, is currently
in a training camp in Goa. The
team will leave for Jordan on
April 2. Dennerby along with
Astam Oraon, Apurna Narzary
and Martina Thokchom have
joined the camp after lifting the
SAFF U-18 Women's
Championship trophy in
Jamshedpur last week.

In the 22nd minute, Lalchhanhima
Sailo returned to the corner duties and
provided a neat cross for Sajad Hussain
Parray inside the box. But the shot from
Indian Arrows skipper went wide off the
mark and another opportunity to take
the lead was missed. A couple of minutes later Abdul Salam sent in a dangerous lobbed passed inside the box for
Mohamad Kdouh, but the NEROCA forward was caught offside.
In the 35th minute, NEROCA FC started getting their feet more on the ball,
and Khaiminthang Lhungdim took a
shot on target. But Tankadhar Bag stood
tall and strong in front of the ball, clearing away the moment of danger. A couple of minutes later, Khaiminthang put
the ball inside the back of nets, but the
referee blew his whistle for a foul committed in the lead-up and the goal was
disallowed. In the 42nd minute, Kdouh
connected the header on a corner, but it
again went wide off the mark. Pratik
Singh made yet another brilliant save

while going one-on-one with Velanco
Rodrigues as Indian Arrows were denied
yet again at the stroke of halftime.Indian
Arrows showcased attacking intent as
soon as the second half started. In the
50th minute, the game spilled inside the
box, with Suhail Bhat, Parthib Gogoi and
Vibin Mohanan looking to get away with
a shot on target. But NEROCA defensive
troops stayed alert and cleared the danger. In the 55th minute, Sailo took a leftfooted shot on target, forcing NEROCA
goalkeeper to make yet another save.
With his impeccable dribbling skills,
Sailo continued to pose a threat to
NEROCA as the game entered the onehour mark. A couple of minutes later,
Khaiminthang Lhungdim scripted a brilliant move inside Indian Arrows' box,
but it was well defended by the young
defensive forces.In the 73rd minute,
Jiteshwor sent in a chipped pass inside
the box which was punched away by the
Indian Arrows goalkeeper Zahid
Bukhari. But he could only find Vicky
Meitei who got a header on the ball,
forcing Raj Basfore to come to defensive
duties. But the ball struck Brijesh Giri's
body and went inside the nets, giving
NEROCA FC a 1-0 lead via an own goal.
With the clock running down, the
Indian Arrows brought on fresh legs,
replacing Velanco Rodgrigues with
Taison Singh. Two minutes later, Indian
Arrows full back Tankadhar Bag sent in a
dangerous cross inside the box for
Suhail Bhat.

India's Jehan Daruvala races to his
second podium finish of the season
Jeddah|Agencies

I

ndia's Jehan Daruvala raced to his second
podium finish of the season with a fighting drive from 14th to third in the
Formula 2 Feature race at Saudi Arabia's
Jeddah Corniche Circuit.
The 23-year-old from Mumbai began his
weekend on the back foot after a mechanical
issue hampered him in qualifying. But the
Red Bull-backed racer used a mix of race
craft, strategy and tyre management on
Sunday to claw his way up the order to third.
"It's very satisfying," said Jehan. "Coming
into this weekend I knew Prema had a really
good car. I was really down after qualifying.
But once we discovered that our lack of pace
was down to a mechanical issue, it made me
believe again. It was good damage limitation
and honestly third was probably the maximum we could have had."
Jehan, who went from 13th to seventh in
Saturday's sprint race, earned his podium,
his ninth in F2, with a mature drive. He
passed two cars off the line at the start,
pulled off a bold pass around the outside of
three cars into Turn 1 at one stage, and swept
past fellow Red Bull junior Ayumu Iwasa on

the start-finish straight. He timed his one
and only pit-stop to perfection and used all
his experience to keep his pace up, hunting
down and passing Marcus Armstrong while
managing tyre wear over a long second stint
on the harder tyre. Jehan leaves the Saudi
Arabian round with a strong haul of points.
He now heads to historic Imola in Italy for
the next round of the season which will take
place from April 22-24

Canada qualify for FIFA World Cup for first time in 36 years
Toronto|Agencies

C

anada men's football team
qualified for the FIFA World
Cup finals for only the second
time ever with a 4-0 rout of Jamaica.
The nation's only previous appearance in the tournament was 1986 in
Mexico.
Entering the match on Sunday
night, John Herdman's squad needed
only a draw against Jamaica to capture one of the three spots from the
CONCACAF (North, Central
American and Caribbean) region for
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar in
November.
The team didn't hold back and
gave the fans at BMO Field a dominant performance with goals from
Cyle Larin, Tajon Buchanan and
Junior Hoilett, followed by a late own
goal by defender Adrian Mariappa,
Xinhua reports.
"When I first took over, I said we're
going to qualify for the World Cup
and I don't think anyone believed us,"
said 46-year-old head coach

Herdman. "All of these fans have
waited, waited, and hung in with us."
When Herman was hired in 2018,
men's football had little relevance in
Canada due to poor World Cup qualification results and the popularity of
ice hockey. Since taking over, the
team's fortunes have quickly turned
around with their FIFA ranking jumping from 89th to 33rd since February

INDIAN WOMEN'S FOOTBALL TEAM TO PLAY TWO FRIENDLIES IN JORDAN
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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2018. "We're a football country. That's
all we ever wanted. We wanted that
respect," he added after the match.
"We just kept believing and we've got
talent." The squad of 38 features talented players in the top divisional
leagues across Europe and North
America. The most notable is 21year-old Alphonso Davies, who currently plays for Bayern Munich and is

considered one of the world's best
full-backs. Canada become the 20th
team to qualify for the 2022 FIFA
World Cup which will feature 32
nations vying for the ultimate prize in
Qatar from November 21 to
December 18. The remaining 12
teams will be decided in the coming
days before the draw on April 1 to
determine the eight groups.

I have not really thought
about the future: Mithali Raj
Christchurch|Agencies

I

ndia captain Mithali Raj opted against
making any announcement about her
retirement from all forms of cricket after
her side crashed out of the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup in New Zealand.
Needing a win to book their spot in the
semifinals against South Africa at Hagley
Oval, India lost by three wickets as Mignon du
Preez took the Proteas home in chasing 275
on the final ball of the match.
"I think you've not even given even an hour
to think about my future, to go through and
process what has just happened today
(Sunday). I've not really planned much about
the future. As I said, for us, as players, as athletes, when you have a disappointment and
the campaign which ends like this in a World
Cup where you've really prepared very hard

over a year, it takes time for players to sort of
accept and then probably move on from there
to whatever the future holds for each and
every player. So, as I mentioned, I've not really
thought about the future," said Mithali in the
post-match virtual press conference.
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PRIYANKA CHOPRA CELEBRATES ONE YEAR
OF HER INDIAN-THEMED NYC RESTAURANT
KASHISH
RIZWAN: SURREAL
TO SHARE SCREEN WITH
VIDYA BALAN, SHEFALI SHAH
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ollywood actress Parineeti Chopra, recently
shared the stage with senior playback singer Kumar
Sanu to perform the song 'Aankhon Ki Gustakhiyan' from
the Sanjay Leela Bhansali directorial 'Hum Dil De Chuke
Sanam'. The actress was over the moon to have performed with
her childhood idol.
She took to her Instagram to share a video from her reality
show, 'Hunarbaaz: Desh Ki Shaan' where she is a co-judge with
Mithun Chakraborty and Karan Johar. She captioned
the video, "Am I really singing a duet with THE
Kumar Sanu? The teenage, music student me,
wouldn't have believed it (sic)."
The video shows Parineeti and Kumar Sanu
performing the duet with the actress adding her
nuances to the melody.
On the work front, Parineeti is said to be
working on an untitled Ribhu Dasgupta film.

B

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Kashish Rizwan opens up about her role and also
shares her working experience with Vidya Balan and Shefali
Shah in 'Jalsa'. The actress essays the role of Alia in this
thriller flick. She is shown as the victim in the film. She briefs: "The portrayal of Alia as a victim was quite disturbing and hard-hitting. Such stories need to come out, and I am overwhelmed that I did justice to the role.
Essaying the role of Alia was quite challenging. When I first heard the narration, it gave me goosebumps. The biggest challenge for me was to bring
the character of Alia to life. The accidental scenes and the scenes shot at
hospital are heart-wrenching." Kashish adds: "Another hurdle that I faced
was to understand if the audience would resonate with my character.
But it got so much love and sympathy from the viewers. Besides this, I
still cannot sink in the fact that 'Jalsa' has been getting critical acclaim
from the audience." On sharing screen space with Vidya and
Shefali, she shares: "It feels surreal to share screen space with
powerhouse talents like Vidya Balan and Shefali Shah. My
experience with them was a memorable moment which I
can cherish for a lifetime. They are at this position
because of the experience they have about the art
and craft of acting. I hope I get to portray such
eye-opener characters in the coming time."
'Jalsa' was released on March 18 on
Prime Video.
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INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

EVEN TODAY I ENJOY
THEATRE AND WISH TO DO
LIVE SHOWS: AMIT ANTIL
Team Absolute|Mumbai

s March 27 is celebrated as World Theatre Day around
the world, actor Amit Antil known for featuring in shows,
like 'Savdhaan India: India Fight Back', 'Kalash... Ek
Vishwaas' among others, remembers how being a theatre artist
helped him to shape his acting career. He says: "Before shooting for screen, I was into live performing in theatre. The stage
help me to grow and polish my acting skills developing my
personality. Even today I enjoy going to theatre and wish to do
live shows. Before the evolution of the screen and films, people
enjoyed drama as a source of entertainment." "Theatre is one
among a medium to reflect our society and in various languages, it depicts culture, tradition which exist around the
world. It is a day thus celebrated to preserve and promote dramas, which people enjoy even today." Amit, who started his
career in entertainment industry after participating in reality
TV show, 'India's Got Talent' and will be next seen in upcoming Bollywood movies 'Zufash' and 'Mujahid' feels theatre
helped him to learn the tricks to accomplish goals.

A

KANGANA RANAUT LASHES OUT AT MANDANA
FOR BODY SHAMING AZMA FALLAH
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actress and host
Kangana Ranaut has criticised
Mandana Karimi for body shaming beauty blogger Azma Fallah inside
the show 'Lock Upp'.
Mandana says: "I believe in leveraging
information power at the proper time."
To this Kangana responds: "You cannot question my judgement, this is the

B

last time I am warning you."
Furthermore, there is a playout in
which each inmate is handed a photo
and are required to shred it and explain
why they tore it, Kaidi with the maximum votes is tagged as 'kachra'
(garbage) of the 'Lock Upp' house.
The majority of them shared Ali
Merchant's photograph. During the
playout, Mandana tears Azma's picture.
Lastly, Ali is labelled as the 'Kachra' -

Garbage of the Lock Upp house.
Later, Kangana also mentions that the
blue team has experienced a different
type of trauma after losing the task to
which Azma also teases the blue team
for losing the task. Munawar replies to
her by saying: "Give your 30-second
footage some other day". Kangana
bashed Munawar by saying: "You also
behave in a similar way and do the same
thing to the orange team."

Ananya Pandey
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