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K'TAKA HC UPHOLDS BAN ON HIJAB IN SCHOOLS & COLLEGES, DISMISSES ALL PETITIONS

Team Absolute|Bengaluru

The Karnataka High Court's
special bench on Tuesday
dismissed all petitions
seeking direction for per-
mission to wear hijab in

classrooms.
"In view of the above we are of the

considered opinion that the govern-
ment has power to issue the govern-
ment order dated February 5, 2022
(restricting hijab in classrooms) and
no case is made for its invalidation,"
the bench noted.

The bench further observed, "We
are of the considered opinion that no
case is made out for issuance of
direction of disciplinary action and
warrants against the respondents.
Therefore, the petition in this regard
is rejected as not maintainable.

"Accordingly in above circum-
stances all these petitions are devoid
of merits and liable to be dismissed,
and all the pending applications are
not maintainable and disposed of,"
the bench underlined.

As a precautionary measure secu-
rity was beefed up across the state.
Holiday was declared in the districts

of Dakshina Kannada, Kalaburagi
and Shivamogga for schools and col-
leges.Most of the districts imposed
prohibitory orders in the surround-
ing areas of educational institutions.

The Bengaluru Police Commissioner
Kamal Pant issued prohibitory
orders restricting protests, celebra-
tions and gatherings in the entire city
for seven days from March 15.

Jolt to BJP
Mumbai Police file FIR against

Oppn leader Pravin Darekar

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In another jolt to the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the Mumbai Police have registered
an FIR against Leader of Opposition in

the Legislative Council, Pravin Darekar, in
connection with an alleged cheating case,
officials said on Tuesday.

Interestingly, nearly four months earlier in
September 2021, Shiv Sena leader Kishore
Tiwari had filed a similar criminal complaint
with the Ghatkopar police station, claiming
that Darekar was "a 'crorepati' labourer who
had allegedly misdeclared his professional
credentials in his election affidavits".

"The Ghatkopar police had probed the
matter and later submitted its report to the
state government for suitable action. In the
second case (Tuesday), Darekar faces vari-
ous criminal sections. Union Minister for
Cooperation, Amit Shah, and the BJP should

now make their stand clear," Tiwari said.
Darekar has been charged under IPC sec-

tions pertaining to cheating, criminal breach
of trust, criminal conspiracy etc., the police
said.

Tiwari's earlier complaint had alleged that
Darekar posed as a member of the Pratigya
Mazur Sahakari Sanstha (PMSS), Ghatkopar,
a labour cooperative society, on the basis of
which he represented as a Director with the
MDCCB, and worked as a fulltime Chairman
from 2011-2021.

However, in his statutory affidavits sub-
mitted for two elections, Darekar stated on
oath his profession - and that of his wife Sayli
Darekar - as 'independent business', which
was false and misleading, said Tiwari.

The issue was first highlighted by a news
agency -- "Maha BJP LoP Pravin Darekar is a
acrorepati labourer: Sena leader" -- on
September 25, 2021.

Wearing of hijab is not

an essential part of Islam.

Prescription of uni-

form is constitutional

and students can't

object to it.

Ritu Raj Awasthi, 

Chief Justice, Karnataka

HIJAB AS IMPORTANT AS
EDUCATION: PETITIONERS
BBeennggaalluurruu:: The six petitioner col-
lege girls, who started the
protest, claimed on Tuesday that
to them hijab is as important as
education. "If we are allowed to
write exams, they need to allow
us with hijab. Otherwise we will
not attend classes. We will not go
to college without hijab...,"
another student petitioner Aliya
Assadi said. "If hijab was not nec-
essary we would not have taken
up the agitation. Quran clearly
mentions about hijab. If hijab was
not necessary we would not have
worn it," she added.

NO HIJAB IN CLASSROOMS

NNeeww
DDeellhhii:: A plea has
been moved in the Supreme
Court challenging the Karnataka
High Court order on Tuesday dis-
missing all petitions seeking
direction for permission to wear
hijab in classrooms. The plea,
filed by two Muslim students,
Manan and Niba Naaz, through
advocate Anas Tanwir, said: "The
Petitioners most humbly submit
that the High Court has erred in
creating a dichotomy of freedom
of religion and freedom of con-
science wherein the court has

inferred that those who follow a
religion cannot have the right to
conscience." The plea contended
that the high court failed to note
that the Karnataka Education
Act, 1983, and the Rules made
there under, do not provide for
any mandatory uniform to be
worn by students. "The High
Court has failed to note that the
right to wear a Hijab is protected
as a part of the right to con-
science under Article 25 of the
Constitution. It is submitted that
since the right to conscience is
essentially an individual right,
the 'Essential Religious Practices
Test' ought not to have been
applied by the Hon'ble High
Court in this instant case," 
it said.

Right to hijab protected by
Constitution': Plea in SC 

K'TAKA CM WARNS OF
STERN ACTION AGAINST
THOSE WHO DISTURB PEACE

Bengaluru: After
the Karnataka
High Court dis-
missed petitions
by Muslim girls
seeking permis-
sion to wear hijab

in educational institutions,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tuesday said that
stern action will be initiated
against those who disturb
peace in the state. There is
nothing more important than
education for the children. The
judgment of three-judge bench
must be followed by all. When
the verdict is implemented, the
people must cooperate with the
authorities, he said. "I appeal to
all parents, community leaders
to abide by the court orders and
allow children to get education.
It should be seen to it that no
one remains outside and stu-
dents must now focus on build-
ing their future," he explained.

THE POLICE ACTION FOL-
LOWED A COMPLAINT FILED ON
JANUARY 8 WITH THE MRA
MARG POLICE STATION BY AAM
AADMI PARTY STATE
SECRETARY DHANANJAY
SHINDE, ACCUSING DAREKAR OF
ALLEGEDLY CHEATING PEOPLE,
THE MUMBAI DISTRICT
CENTRAL COOPERATIVE BANK,
AND THE STATE COOPERATIVE
DEPARTMENT, SAID A PARTY
SPOKESPERSON.

RUSSIA IMPOSES
SANCTIONS ON US
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN
Moscow: Russia has imposed personal
sanctions against US President Joe Biden
and Secretary of State Anthony Blinken,
Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced on Tuesday. Restrictive meas-
ures have also been introduced against US
Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin, CIA
Director William Burns, and White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki, RT reported. In
addition, the Russian sanction list included
US National Security Assistant Jake
Sullivan, Chairman of the US Chiefs of Staff
Mark Milley and a number of other top US
officials. Such measures are being taken in
response to a series of unprecedented
sanctions imposed against Russia.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced the expansion of the sanctions
list at the expense of a number of US citi-
zens for 'inciting hatred' against the coun-
try. The new restrictions will be introduced
in accordance with government decisions
in financial, banking and other areas to
protect the country's economy and ensure
its sustainable development, it added.

Vaccination for 12-14 years
age group begins today

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Covid-19 vaccination for all
beneficiaries in the 12-14 age
group will begin from

Wednesday, National Vaccination
Day, at all government Covid vacci-
nation centres. The vaccine to be
administered would be Corbevax,
manufactured by Biological E.
Limited, Hyderabad, said Rajesh
Bhushan, Union Health Secretary
on Tuesday. The online registration
for vaccination will start at 9 a.m.

The states and UTs have been
advised to ensure that only those
who have attained the age of 12
years on the date of vaccination are
vaccinated against Covid-19.

The Centre has clarified that if the
beneficiary is registered but has not
attained the age of 12 years on the
date of vaccination, the vaccine will

not be administered.This follows the
decision of the Union government
to start Covid-19 vaccination for 12-
13 years and 13-14 years age groups,
those born in 2008, 2009 and 2010.
i.e. those who are already above 12
years of age, from March 16, 2022.

Additionally, all above 60 years of

age are now eligible for a Precaution
Dose from Wednesday, as the con-
dition of co-morbidity for this age
group has been removed. However,
the Precaution Dose is to be admin-
istered after a nine month gap from
the second dose and will be the
same as the previous two doses.

NO PLAN TO
INTRODUCE
CRYPTOCUR-
RENCY: GOVT
New Delhi: There is no
plan by the government to
introduce cryptocurrency,
the Parliament was told on
Tuesday.

There is no plan to intro-
duce a cryptocurrency and
currently it is unregulated
in India, Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary told the Rajya
Sabha in a written reply. 

"Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) does not issue cryp-
tocurrency. Traditional
paper currency is legal ten-
der and is issued by RBI in
terms of provisions of RBI
Act, 1994. A digital version
of traditional paper curren-
cy is called Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC),"
the minister said.

SONIA ASKS STATE PARTY CHIEFS
TO RESIGN AFTER POLL DEBACLE
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Heads have started to
roll after the poll
Debacle in five

states as Congress interim
president Sonia Gandhi
has asked state party presi-
dents to put in their
papers. The party suffered
massive defeats in five
states which went to polls
in February and March. 

Randeep Surjewala,
General Secretary of the
party said, "Congress
President, Sonia Gandhi has
asked the PCC Presidents of
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Goa & Manipur to
put in their resignations in
order to facilitate reorganisa-
tion of PCCs."

Those who have been
asked to resign include
Navjot Sidhu (Punjab),

Ganesh Godiyal
(Uttarakhand),
Nameirakpam Loken Singh
(Manipur), Ajay Kumar Lallu
(UP) and Girish Chodankar
(Goa).

The decision comes two
days after the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meet, which authorised
Sonia Gandhi to undertake
"necessary and comprehen-
sive" organisational changes.

FAROOQ ABDULLAH CALLS FOR

INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL PROBE

INTO KASHMIRI PANDIT EXODUS
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister,
Farooq Abdullah, said on

Tuesday that the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits should be
investigated. Speaking to
reporter, Abdullah said: "Appoint an independent judicial
inquiry commission to look into the events. That will show
who was responsible."

He also urged the Union government to take urgent steps
for the resettlement of Kashmiri Pandits.

"Many have not got their monthly compensation amount
for some time," Abdulla said, adding: "Why has it been
stopped? How can they manage their lives in these times of
high inflation?" After 'The Kashmir Files', a film directed by
Vivek Agnihotri, brought back the spotlight on the plight of
Kashmiri Pandits, the National Conference chief has been
drawing flak for his 'failure' to protect the minorities in the
Valley in 1989-90. During that turbulent year, Abdullah was
the Chief Minister of the erstwhile state and Mufti
Mohammad Sayed was the Union Home Minister in the V.P.
Singh government, which was supported by both the BJP and
the Communists. The Kashmiri Pandit community has been
attacking him for his failure to stop the violence against them.
The community calls the exodus 'genocide' and has held
Abdullah responsible for the violence. Abdullah, in turn, has
blamed the then J&K Governor, Jagmohan, for the exodus of
the Kashmiri Pandits, and has accused the BJP of using the
community as vote bank and doing nothing in return.

WHAT EXPLAINS THE HEAT WAVE IN MARCH THIS YEAR? 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Starting March 12, maximum
temperatures have increased
over central India resulting in a

heat wave to severe heat wave con-
ditions in some parts of Saurashtra-
Kutch, Konkan and west Rajasthan
and heat wave conditions over east
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, east
Rajasthan, and Odisha.

The India Meteorological

Department (IMD) on Tuesday pre-
dicted continuation of the heat wave
and severe heat wave over these
regions.Heat wave conditions to
severe heat wave conditions are very
likely to prevail in some parts of
west Rajasthan till March 17 and
heat wave conditions in isolated
pockets are likely over the region on
March 18.

The IMD also predicted heat
wave conditions to heat wave condi-
tions are very likely to prevail in iso-
lated pockets over Konkan and
Saurashtra-Kutch on March 16 while

heat wave conditions is very likely to
prevail in isolated pockets over
Gujarat region, west Madhya
Pradesh till March 17, over east
Rajasthan on March 16 and 17, and
over Odisha during March 16-18.

The winds are southeasterly over
southern peninsular area, mainly
Karnataka, Telangana with some
feeble circulation which is favouring
the advent of heat from south to
north Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Karnataka and up to Vidarbha area

of Maharashtra.
Mohapatra said, even for

Saurashtra, Kutch and Rajasthan,
the reason for heat wave conditions
is southerly winds.

The IMD records show that the
maximum temperatures recorded
on March 14 were around 39-41
degrees Celsius over many parts of
Gujarat and west Rajasthan, and 38-
40 degrees Celsius over some parts
of southeast Rajasthan, Vidarbha,
Konkan, and Goa.

AS THE SUN MARCHES NORTH-
WARDS AND ACCORDING TO THE
CLIMATOLOGY, THE MONTH OF
MARCH IS WHEN THE REGION
EXTENDING FROM MAHARASHTRA
TO ODISHA IS A HEAT ZONE. IN ITS
MARCH TO MAY SEASONAL FORE-
CAST ISSUED ON MARCH 1, THE
IMD HAD ALREADY PREDICTED
THAT IT WAS EXPECTING ABOVE
NORMAL MAXIMUM TEMPERA-
TURES MOST LIKELY OVER MANY
PARTS OF WESTERN AND CEN-
TRAL INDIA AND HENCE A HEAT
WAVE CAN BE EXPECTED EXTEND-
ING FROM SOUTH GUJARAT TO
MAHARASHTRA TO ODISHA.

The higher than normal

temperatures are because of the

wind flow pattern in these areas.

The lower level winds in these

areas are from south towards

north and that brings hotter air

from land (as against

when north to south

winds bring colder air).

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 
Director General, IMD

LAKHIMPUR KHERI CASE

SC TO SET UP BENCH

TO HEAR PLEA

AGAINST BAIL TO

ASHISH MISRA 
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it will
constitute a bench to

hear on Wednesday a plea
filed by the family members
of the farmers, mowed by a
car belonging to Ashish
Misra, in Lakhimpur Kheri
challenging bail granted to
him by the Allahabad High
Court.Misra is the son of
Union Minister and BJP MP
Ajay Kumar Misra.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N.V. Ramana said a
bench will be constituted,
which heard the matter ear-
lier and scheduled the mat-
ter for hearing on
Wednesday.

Earlier, a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice N.V.
Ramana and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli had
appointed a former judge of
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court to monitor 
the probe.
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PNB DECLARES RS 2,060 CR FRAUD
AT IL&FS TAMIL NADU POWER

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Punjab National Bank
(PNB) has reported a bor-
rowal fraud of Rs 2060.14
crore in the NPA account
of IL&FS Tamil Nadu

Power at the Extra Large Corporate
Branch in Delhi zonal office.

"A fraud of Rs 2060.14 crore is
being reported by the bank to the
RBI in the accounts of the company.
The bank has already made provi-
sions amounting to Rs 824.06 crore,
as per prescribed prudential
norms," PNB said in a disclosure.

IL&FS Tamil Nadu Power is a spe-
cial purpose vehicle set up by
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial
Services Ltd (IL&FS) under its ener-
gy platform for implementation of
thermal power projects at
Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu.

Earlier, the Punjab & Sind Bank

(PSB) had said on February 15 that
it had declared IL&FS Tamil Nadu
Power as bad asset with dues of over
Rs 148 crore, and reported it to the
Reserve Bank of India.

As per the bank's policy on deter-

mination and disclosures on materi-
al events, PSB said it has declared
this non-performing account (NPA)
as a fraud account.

"It is informed that an NPA
account, viz IL&FS Tamil Nadu

Power Company Ltd with outstand-
ing dues of Rs 148.86 crore has been
declared as fraud and reported to
RBI today as per regulatory require-
ment," the lender had said in a regu-
latory filing.

Kapil Sibal doesn't know ABC
of Congress: Ashok Gehlot

Jaipur|Agencies

Reacting storngly to Congress leader
Kapil Sibal's criticism of the Gandhi
family following the recent poll debacle

suffered by the party, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot said on Tuesday that
Sibal is 'not rooted in Congress culture', and
he 'doesn't know ABC of the Congress'.

Gehlot remarks came after Sibal triggered a
row with his comments that the Gandhis
should step aside and give other leaders a
chance to lead the Congress.

"He (Sibal) is a great lawyer, but he did not
work hard like other workers do in Congress
culture. He got a chance gradually, and with
the blessings of Sonia Gandhi and the sup-
port of Rahul Gandhi, he got a place in the
Union Cabinet directly. "Such words coming
from a person whom the Congress gave so
much is unfortunate. Kapil Sibal does not
know ABC of Congress, he does not under-
stand the basic spirit of the party. Congress
has made sacrifices for the country before
and after Independence, which Sibal forgets."
"The people of the country want the Gandhi
family to keep the Congress united... The

country stands with the Gandhi family," he
added. Gehlot also said that Sibal is making
such statements out of frustration. "What
Kapil Sibal has thought is beyond compre-
hension. At a time when the party could not
win elections, the leaders should have at least
shown unity," Gehlot said. "The Congress will
be there in the next century as well. The DNA
of the country and the DNA of Congress are
similar," he added. Sibal had earlier criticised
the Congress' decision to hold a brainstorm-
ing session in the wake of the party's poor
show in the recent Assembly elections in five
states. He also advised the Gandhi family to
part ways with the party leadership.

Interstate illegal firearms
racket busted, 2 held

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested two
key members of an

interstate illegal firearms
supply racket and recovered
20 semi-automatic sophisti-
cated and country-made pis-
tols from their possession, an
official said on Tuesday.

The accused were identi-
fied as Sajid Ahmad (32) and
Rajender Kumar (42), both
residents of Uttar Pradesh.

Furnishing details, Deputy
Commissioner of Police Rajiv
Ranjan Singh said that the
Delhi Police had launched a
special drive against inter-
state suppliers of illegal
firearms in Delhi and NCR
and during surveillance, it
was transpired that illegal
weapons are mainly traf-
ficked in Delhi from the
areas of Khargaon, Dhar,

Sendwa, Badwani &
Burhanpur (MP), by the
members of one such syndi-
cate.

On March 12, based on a
tip-off, the police laid a trap
at a specified location in
Delhi and Sajid Ahmad was
apprehended, when he
reached there to deliver a
huge consignment of illegal
arms to his other associates,
after procuring the same

from Sendwa, Madhya
Pradesh.

"Total 10 illegal arms i.e.
five semi-automatic sophisti-
cated pistols and five country
made pistols were recovered
from the bag of the accused,"
the official said.

Accordingly, a case under
appropriate sections was reg-
istered at the Special Cell
police station and the
accused Sajid was arrested.

Social media influences society,
affects info processing: IAF chief

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Automated resolving problems
and "social media influenced
society" have affected informa-

tion processing in not only the avia-
tion sector but across the world
itself, said Indian Air Force Chief Air
Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari
on Tuesday while talking about
Aerospace Safety.

Addressing the International
Aerospace Safety Conference, Air
Chief Marshal Chaudhari said, in
modern generation the art and sci-
ence of analysis and application of
mind to solve complex problems is
increasingly being automated and
that cognitive reasoning and
approach to problem solving has
therefore taken a back seat.

He said, "Modern society is seeing
rapid changes in the way we do
everything, be it our personal
finances or seeking avenues for
entertainment. The modern genera-

tion seeks answers from Google
rather than good old research in a
library. While these changes are

good, they also have their shortfalls."
He stressed that the world, India

and consequently the aviation com-

munity has rapidly transformed from
an 'industrial age society' to the
'information age society' and further
to a 'social media influenced socie-
ty'.

Long hours spent on social media
platforms not only affect sleep but
also affect information processing.
"We must therefore adapt and con-
stantly review our training content
and methods to address these new
age challenges," he said.

He also pointed out that introduc-
tion of automation in the past has
taught us that technology can be a
double-edged weapon. "It reduces
the human work load on one hand
but it can potentially introduce more
errors. The recent accidents of the
Boeing 737 Max have amply proved
this point. Hence, with automation
and newer technology, the role of
human beings in air operations may
reduce in certain areas but also
increase the importance of hitherto
unknown human factors," he added.

'If situation worsens, may take same decision':
Centre to SC on Covid vax mandates

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Central government on Tuesday supported
state governments' stand making Covid vacci-
nation mandatory for using public transports,

visiting malls, and attending offices.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, representing the

Centre, submitted before a bench comprising
Justices L. Nageswara Rao and B.R. Gavai, that
"right to die does not mean that a person has fun-
damental right to infect others". He supported state
governments' stand making Covid vaccination
mandatory for using public transport, visiting
malls, and attending offices.

He said that if the situation were to become
worse, amid the ongoing Covid pandemic, then the
Central government may have to take the same
decision. Mehta added that a person cannot claim
taking a jab is a matter of his fundamental right, as
it directly impacts the lives of other people. The
Centre' s response came on a plea seeking direc-
tions for disclosure of data on clinical trials of
Covid-19 vaccines and post-jab cases, and also
against vaccine mandates issued by various state
governments.

The Centre, in its submissions, said: "The ques-
tion raised in the petition regarding vaccines per se
or validity of its mandatory application (as illustrat-
ed in some cases and in some states), is essentially
a personal right. The petitioner's prayer, in pith and
substance, is for a writ of this Court not to vaccinate

others."
It added: "The petitioner wants his personal sub-

jective views to be imposed on the rest of the coun-
try. Such a petition can never be a Public Interest
Litigation. No Public Interest Litigation can have
even a possible effect of harming public interest.
The petitioner has categorically stated at page 5
para 1 (a) that the petitioner has no personal inter-
est. When the petitioner is not espousing his own
cause, the petition itself which is styled as a Public
Interest Litigation (in absence of any personal
interest), is not maintainable." Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, representing petitioner Jacob Puliyel, had
argued that whether to get vaccinated or not, is an
individual decision. "Even, I had Covid. But, I have
not taken the vaccine. I have decided not to take
the vaccine, come what may." He insisted that
adverse effects of Covid vaccination are not known,
and questioned why governments are issuing vac-
cine mandates restricting people from entering
public spaces by making vaccination mandatory. "If
one was infected with Covid (and got cured), that
person gets better natural immunity against the
infection," said Bhushan. The top court will contin-
ue to hear arguments on March 21.

Bihar Speaker Vijay Sinha
refuses to come to Assembly

Patna|Agencies

Aday after having heated
arguments with Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar in the house, Speaker
Vijay Sinha refused to come
to the Assembly on Tuesday.

In his absence, presiding
officer Prem Kumar conduct-
ed Assembly proceedings
even as RJD leaders strongly
protested against the Chief
Minister for humiliating
Sinha.

RJD's Bhai Virendra, with
more than 20 other legisla-
tors, demanded clarification
from Prem Kumar as to why
the Speaker has not come to
the Assembly.

"Speaker is the highest
post in the Vidhan Sabha.
The way the Chief Minister

humiliated him is an insult to
the democratic structure of
the country. He should
immediately apologise for his
behavior and take back the
non-parliamentary remark
he had made on Monday," he
said. Interestingly, while
opposition leaders are
objecting to the act of Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar, BJP
leaders are not so vocal
against him, despite Sinha
being its MLA. In the
Legislative Council, RJD
leader and former Chief
Minister Rabri Devi slammed
the BJP and termed its lead-
ers "shameless".

"They (BJP leaders) want
to stay in government at any
cost - even if someone beats
them with boots.

"Nitish Kumar is saying
that the Speaker does not
know the rulebook of Vidhan
Sabha. I would say that he
has no knowledge of the con-
stitution. The Speaker is the
highest constitutional post
and he (Nitish Kumar) is
humiliating him. Such a
trend is dangerous in democ-
racy," Rabri Devi said.

Lakhs in Assam not getting
Aadhaar, denied benefits of schemes
Guwahati|Agencies

Over 19 lakh people,
hose names were not
included in the final

draft of the National Register
of Citizens (NRC), published
in August 2019, did not get
Aadhaar cards as the docu-
ment is necessary for availing
benefits of various welfare
schemes. These 19 lakh peo-
ple in absence of Aadhaar
cards are now facing serious
problems as their biometric
data have been locked fol-
lowing the directive of the
Supreme Court, which is
overseeing the NRC updating
process. While replying to a
question of All India United
Democratic Front (AIUDF)
MLA Aminul Islam, General
Administration, Panchayat,
Rural Development
Departments Minister
Ranjeet Kumar Dass told the
Assam assembly on Tuesday
that the state government is
aware of the problem as

many eligible people are not
getting benefits of welfare
schemes due to the lack of
Aadhaar cards that are
mandatory to be linked to
their bank accounts in
receiving the benefits. The
Minister said that the state
government has written at
least twice to the Union
Home Minister in 2020 and

2021, requesting the Centre
to allow the authority to
access the biometric details
of at least those whose
names had figured in the
final draft of the NRC. "Chief
Minister (Himanta Biswa
Sarma) himself recently
raised the issue in the state
Cabinet meeting and a sub-
committee has been formed

to look into the problem and
the way forward with differ-
ent organisations," Dass said.
The ministerial sub-commit-
tee, comprising ministers
Ajanta Neog, Atul Bora and
Pijush Hazarika, would soon
likely to initiate consultations
with different groups, includ-
ing All Assam Students'
Union (AASU).

SC STAYS CENTRE'S
BAN ON MALAYALAM
TV NEWS CHANNEL 
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday stayed
the Centre's ban, on
national security grounds,
on Malayalam TV news
channel Media One
A bench headed by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud said: "At
the present stage, we are
of the view that a case for
the grant of interim relief
has been made out on
behalf of the petitioners
having due regard to the
contents of the files which
have been perused by the
Court."
The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Surya Kant
and Vikram Nath, added:
"We accordingly order and direct that pending further
orders, the order of the Union government dated January
31, 2022 revoking the security clearance which was granted
to the petitioner, Madhyamam Broadcasting Limited, shall
remain stayed." The bench allowed the petitioners to con-
tinue operating the news and current affairs TV channel
called Media One on the same basis on which the channel
was being operated immediately prior to the revocation of
the clearance on January 31, 2022.

FAKE HOUSING PROJECT: DELHI
MAN HELD FOR DUPING 51
PEOPLE OF RS 11 CR
New Delhi: The Economic
Offences Wing of the Delhi
Police has arrested a 57-year-
old man for duping 51 people
to the tune of Rs 11 crore in a
fake housing project. The
accused was identified as
Rajkumar, a resident of Ramprastha Colony in Delhi.
Giving details, Deputy Commissioner of Police MI Haider
said the complainants or victims reported that the
Directors of Manju J Homes Ltd. having its registered
office at C-294, Ist Floor, Vivek Vihar, Delhi, induced them
to book flats in its proposed housing project, Red Apple
Homez situated at Rajnagar Extn. in Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh.After the initial payment (booking amount), on
the application of the investors/victims, funds for the pro-
posed flats were obtained from the banks or financial
institutions and the builder company had promised to pay
the EMIs against the loan obtained till the handing over of
possession. "However, till date the construction at the site
has not been completed and the builder company
stopped paying EMIs to the banks," the DCP said.So far 51
complainants have approached the police with an
amount of Rs 11 crores being allegedly involved. Several
of these complainants have alleged that though the loan
was sanctioned on their applications, but without their
knowledge, the loan amount was disbursed to the builder
by forging their signatures on several documents, the offi-
cial said.ccordingly the police registered a case under sec-
tions 406, 409, 420, 467, 471 and 120B of the Indian Penal
Code at the economic offence wing police station.
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CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Monday in his address to the
Motion of Thanks to the

Governor's address announced a
waiver of electricity bills that were
deferred during the corona period
and also hiked the MLA local area
development fund from Rs 2 crore to
Rs 3 crore.

Chouhan said that consumers, who
have paid the bills during Corona
period, will also benefit from waiver.
The amount they paid will be adjusted
in the bills of the coming months. It
will come as a huge relief to people.

The CM also announced raising the
MLAs local area development (MLAL-
AD) funds from Rs 2 crore to Rs 3
crore.

They will continue to have discre-
tionary funds of Rs 50 lakh, which the
state provided to them during the
Corona period, he said.

The chief minister said that 'lured
by the loan waiver scheme of the
Congress', many farmers had stopped
repaying their farm debt and have
thus become defaulters. The state
governmentwill pay the amount of
interest on the loan, which they had
not paid, Chouhan announced.

In a  free flowing speech amidst dis-
ruptions from the Opposition MLAs,
Chouhan touched upon several issues
including financial condition of the
state, welfare schemes of the centre
/state government and commitment
of his government to provide houses
to everyone, tap water to every house-
hold, remunerative prices to farmers
of their crops, good education to every
child, economic and sociopolitical
empowerment of women, remunera-
tive prices to

farmers , jobs to youths and proper
treatment to everyone in the event of
illness. The CM announced that
marks in the physical fitness test will
have equal weightage as a written test

in the recruitment of police and said
there would soon be recruitment in
the police force of the state in large
numbers. Senior Congress MLA
Govind Singh had given a suggestion
that physical fitness in police recruit-
ment should get more importance,
which is right, he said.

Talking about the financial condi-
tion of the state, he said that in the last
10 years, gross domestic product
(GDP) has grown by 200%, and the
share of MP in the GDP of the country
has increased from 3.6% to 4.6%.

The GDP of as of now is Rs 11,000
crore, he said. Exports from the state
have grown 14 times - from Rs 90
crore 10 years ago to Rs 1,293 crore
now.

Irrigation potential in the state has
risen to 43 lakh acre, electricity pro-
duction has increased by 263% and
milk production by 337%, share of
women self-help groups in the state's
economy has gone up from Rs 4,000
crore to Rs 20,000 crore. Chouhan said
there is a debt burden on the state
government, but the amount of debt
has not been squandered but fruitfully
utilised. He said that the per capita
income of the state, which was Rs
15,000 a decade ago, has risen to Rs
1,24,000. 

MADHYA PRADESH GOVT TO WAIVE POWER
BILLS DEFERRED DURING PANDEMIC

KUNDALPUR IS A
WONDERFUL AND GRAND
PILGRIMAGE SITE: GOVERNOR 

Bhopal: Governor Mangubhai Patel
today reached Kundalpur, a famous Jain
pilgrimage site in Damoh district and had
darshan of Lord Adinath (Bade Baba). He
prayed for the prosperity of the people of
the state by performing puja archana and
greeted the devotees. Patel was welcomed
by the officials of the temple trust by pre-
senting a statue and a book. Former
Finance Minister Jayant Malaiya, Sudha
Malaiya, MLA PL Tantuvaya, Collector S
Krishna Chetanya, Superintendent of
Police DR Teniwar, public representatives
and officials were present. Patel inspected
the primary health centre of Kundalpur
and saw the health arrangements. He
directed the doctors and staff posted in
PHC to provide better facilities for the
patients and discharge their duty with
responsibility. CMHO Dr. Sangeeta Trivedi
told that the people of the village and sur-
rounding settlements get the benefit of
OPD service in the health centre.
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The Madhya Pradesh government
has decided to constitute mobile
veterinary units on the lines of

'108' ambulance service in the state to
provide medical assistance to animals
at the doorstep.

The state cabinet has approved the
proposal for this on Tuesday. These
veterinary units (van) will function on
the lines of the 108 services, which will
have a veterinarian, an assistant and a
driver will be deputed on these vans.

According to Madhya Pradesh
Home Minister Narottam Mishra,
each mobile unit comprising a doctor
and assistant will be available on
phone call. "The government has
decided to form mobile veterinary
units to provide medical assistance to
animals. These units will function on
the lines of the 108 services. A veteri-
narian, an assistant and a driver will
be deputed on these vans," the minis-

ter said.
He further said that to ensure the

smooth functioning of the veterinary
units across the state, the government
has also decided to set up district and
ward levels committees to monitor the
scheme.

"Every block will have at least one
such van. Bigger blocks will be provid-
ed with at least two units. A three-tier
system will be put in place at state-dis-
trict and block level to operationalise
the mobile veterinary care concept,"
Mishra elaborated.

In another decision, the cabinet
also decided to handover the work of
Ram Van Gaman Path to the state cul-
ture department to implement the
scheme from the religious endow-
ments department.

The cabinet also sanctioned posts
for starting various offices in Niwadi
and Agar districts of the state, includ-
ing forest, PHE, food and public rela-
tion department among others.

MP GOVT TO LAUNCH VETERINARY CARE UNITS
FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO ANIMALS

The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has decided to
constitute mobile veteri-
nary units on the lines of
'108' ambulance service
in the state to provide
medical assistance to ani-
mals at the doorstep.
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The Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) of Madhya
Pradesh police has

detained two more persons
for their alleged link with four

Jamat-ul-Mujahideen (JMB)
members who were arrested
on Sunday. Both of them,
who were detained for inter-
rogation, are the residents of
Bhopal. Police said they have
been detained for allegedly
harbouring the JMB mem-
bers and providing logistic
support. They were detained
late on Monday night.

"They are being ques-
tioned to ascertain if they are
aware with JMB members'

motive. If their association is
confirmed, they will also be
charged under UAPA," a sen-
ior police officer said.

Four suspected terrorists,
who are the members of
banned JMB and were resid-
ing in Bhopal with their
secret plan of creating sleep-
er cells, have been booked
under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

On Monday, a Bhopal dis-
trict court remanded them in

14-day police custody for fur-
ther investigation in the mat-
ter.

A senior police official told
IANS that several teams have
been deployed and each
team has been tasked to
investigate the matter in a
particular aspect.

"Documents recovered
from their possession were
prepared in Uttar Pradesh,
while these Bangladeshi
(JMB members) entered have
possibly entered through
West Bengal border and local
people who helped them
here in Bhopal. Therefore,
teams have been deployed
for different task to investi-
gate this matter," the official
said. He further said that one
of them lived in Assam for
some time and another in
Uttar Pradesh. Police will
take them to all their previ-
ous addresses for a detailed
probe.

TWO LOCALS DETAINED IN JMB TERRORISTS CASE
THE ANTI-
TERRORISM SQUAD
(ATS) OF MADHYA
PRADESH POLICE
HAS DETAINED TWO
MORE PERSONS
FOR THEIR ALLEGED
LINK WITH FOUR
JAMAT-UL-
MUJAHIDEEN
(JMB) MEMBERS
WHO WERE
ARRESTED ON
SUNDAY.

USE WOOD
SYMBOLICALLY
IN HOLIKA
DAHAN: SHAH

Bhopal: Forest
Minister Kunwar Vijay
Shah has appealed to the
people of the state to
symbolically use mini-
mum wood for Holika
Dahan on the occasion of
Holi festival. He has said
that the usefulness of
green cover and environ-
mental balance are also
the basic needs for our
subsistence. Shah, while
wishing the citizens of
the state on Holi,
appealed not to harm the
green trees. Special care
should be taken of this.
He has appealed to cele-
brate the festival of Holi
graciously with colours
and gulal.
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The Alirajpur police in
Madhya Pradesh have
arrested fifteen people

after a video of two tribal
women being molested by a
group of men in public dur-
ing the famous Bhagoria
festival went viral. As soon
as the horrific video of men
molesting two women went
viral on social media, police
registered a case suo moto
and took the three accused
into custody.

The police have identified
and arrested fifteen accused
but the victims still remain
untraceable. On Sunday, a
video of two tribal women
being molested by a group
of men in full public view
about 30 kms from Alirajpur
district headquarters creat-
ed a flutter on social media.

Reacting to the massive
outrage that these videos
evoked, the Alirajpur dis-
trict police on Monday
claimed that all the
accused, which include 15
boys aged between 19 and
25 years of age, have been
identified and arrested. The
video has been making
rounds on social media
since Friday.

As soon as the horrific
video of men molesting two
women went viral on social
media, police registered a
case suo moto and took the
accused into custody.

The incident happened
on the outskirts of Walpur
village in Sonwa region
around 30 kms from the dis-
trict headquarters on
Friday. In the video, the two
women could be seen
standing beside a vehicle on
a busy road in Alirajpur and

a group of men trying to
forcibly sexually assault
them in broad daylight.
People can be seen record-
ing the incident on their
phone but no one comes to
their rescue.

In the disturbing video,
the two women can be seen
hiding behind a parked
goods carrier when some
men grope them and try to
kiss them. The women try to
escape but the mob chase,
drag and molest them in
public.

Neither of the women
filed a complaint against the
accused but the police took
note of the video and have
launched a manhunt to
track down the molestors.
Alirajpur SP Manoj Kumar
Singh reached the crime
spot and launched an inves-
tigation following which the
accused were nabbed.

15 arrested after video of mob sexually
molesting women in public goes viral
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After making Vivek
Agnihotri's film 'The
Kashmir Files' tax-free

in the state, the BJP-led
Madhya Pradesh government
announced on Monday that
police personnel willing to
watch the film will be granted
leave from office.

The state government has
directed Madhya Pradesh
DGP Pradesh Sudhir Saxena
to grant leave to the cops will-
ing to watch 'The Kashmir
Files' starring Anupam Kher
and Mithun Chakraborty,
which is based on the exodus
of the Kashmiri Pandits from
the Valley. A directrion in this
regard was issued by Home
Minister Narottam Mishra on
Monday. Talking to the
reporters here, Mishra, who is
also the spokesperson of the
state government, said, "I
have told the DGP to grant
leave to police personnel will-
ing to watch the film with
their family members."

On Sunday, the Madhya
Pradesh government had
announced to make the film
tax-free in the state, joining
four other BJP ruled states --
Haryana, Gujarat, Karnataka
and Tripura.

MP COPS TO GET LEAVE TO WATCH
'THE KASHMIR FILES' WITH FAMILY

After making Vivek
Agnihotri's film 'The
Kashmir Files' tax-
free in the state, the
BJP-led Madhya
Pradesh government
announced on
Monday that police
personnel willing to
watch the film will be
granted leave from
office.
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The Madhya Pradesh
police will form a
special investigation

team to probe the arrest of
four alleged members of
the banned Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh
from Bhopal, state Home
minister Narottam Mishra
said on Monday.

Four people, identified
as Fajhar Ali alias
Mehmood, Mohammad
Aqueel alias Ahmed,
Jahuruddin alias Ibrahim
and Fajhar Jainul Abadeen
alias Akram were arrested
from the state capital, with
three of them admitting
that they are Bangladeshis,
the minister said.

"We have decided to
constitute a police SIT as a

thorough probe is needed
to unravel all activities of
the JMB. An alert has been
issued at all police stations
to look for suspects and
gather information,"
Mishra added.

Jihadi literature and
electronic devices were
seized from the possession
of the four accused, the
minister had earlier said.

Police sources, on
Sunday, had said the
arrests were made from a
spot some 200 metres
away from a police station
in Aishbagh as well as
another area in the dis-
trict.

The JMB was banned in
India in 2019 after its
involvement came to light
in the Bodh Gaya bomb
blast in Bihar.

JMB operatives arrest:

POLICE TO FORM SIT: MISHRA
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Justifying her action of throwing a
stone at a liquor shop in Bhopal, sen-
ior BJP leader and former chief min-

ister Uma Bharti on Monday asked the
Madhya Pradesh government to imme-
diately close down alcohol shops and
'ahatas' that are operating in prohibited
areas in violation of rules.

As per government rules, liquor shops
are not allowed near schools and places
of worship in the state. 

In a letter to chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, Bharti, who has been
demanding a total ban on liquor in the
BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh, said the
government should at least shut down
those liquor shops and 'ahatas'
(enclosed places in vicinity of these out-

lets) that are operating in prohibited
areas (near schools and religious
places). The former Union minister shot
off the letter a day after she walked into
a liquor shop in Bhopal and hurled a
stone at alcohol bottles kept on a shelf
there. In the letter, the BJP leader
explained the circumstances in which
she vandalized the liquor shop. At the
request of women from the Barkheda
Pathani area of the city, I went to meet
them. They told me that in the vicinity of
a liquor shop, there is a labourer colony
which has schools and temples. These
women have been agitating for the last
three years to get the liquor shop closed,
but in vain," she said. Bharti said she

was moved by the plight of women in
the area and assured them to take up
the issue with the government.

The administration had given them
assurances several times, but nothing
has happened so I assured them to take
up the issue with the government. Some
of the women with tears in their eyes
told me that men after drinking liquor
relieve themselves in the open at the
back of the shop. This is very embarrass-
ing for women and girls residing in the
colony Bharti said. At that point, I asked
those near the shop to move aside...
picked up a stone and throw it with full
force to damage the liquor bottles in
protest, she said. Bharti asserted her act
was to protect the "honour" of women
and girls residing in the residential
colony. For long, the firebrand BJP
leader had been demanding total prohi-
bition in the state and had met Chouhan
in the past over the issue. The CM had
told her that for achieving the goal of
total prohibition, government and social
organisations will run an awareness
campaign. Bharti had said whenever
such a campaign is launched, she will
take part in it.

HURLING STONE AT LIQUOR SHOP ACT OF PROTEST, SAYS UMA BHARTI
AS PER GOVERNMENT
RULES, LIQUOR SHOPS ARE
NOT ALLOWED NEAR
SCHOOLS AND PLACES OF
WORSHIP IN THE STATE
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan plant-
ed saplings of

Kadamba and Cassia in
Smart Garden. Along with
Chouhan, members of Waqt
ki Awaz Seva Samiti Prakrit
Jain, Ashti Sharnagat,
Anuradha Jain and Divya
Patle also planted saplings.
About 200 saplings have been
planted by the committee
dedicated to environmental
protection and social uplift-
ment and the continuous
efforts of public awareness
towards environmental pro-
tection are being encour-
aged. Through the commit-
tee, blood donation, break-
fast-food to the poor and
helpless people and children
and clothes, blankets etc. to
the needy are provided from

time to time. The Kadamba
planted today is famous in
Ayurveda for its medicinal
properties. Its flowers have
special significance. The fra-
grant flowers of Kadamba are

mentioned in ancient Vedas
and compositions. The bark
and leaves of Cassia are used
in making Ayurvedic medi-
cines.

CM Planted Saplings of
Kadamba and Cassia
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Atarget has been set to com-
pletely eliminate the use of
single use plastic in the

whole country in the year 2022.
While the Centre maintains con-
stant contact with the states in this
regard. Meetings will be held at the
regional level. On the basis of the
experiences shared by the states in
these meetings and the implemen-
tation of the schemes, the roadmap
for the eradication of single use
plastic will be prepared by the

Central Government.
It has been decided to eliminate

all such single-use plastic items in
the country by the year 2022, which
have low utility but are causing
serious harm to the environment.
These items include ear buds with
plastic sticks, plastic sticks of bal-
loons, plastic flags, candy sticks, ice
cream sticks, decorative materials
made of polystyrene (thermocol),
plates, cups, glasses, forks, spoons,
knives, straws, trays, stirrers made
of plastic, sweet boxes, invitation
cards, cigarette packaging wrap-
pers, plastic film used for packing
and banners of plastic/PVC having
thickness of less than 100 microns.
After the implementation of the
ban, an action plan has been pre-
pared by the government to identi-
fy the small industries that will be
affected and connect them with
alternative employment.

Special Task Forces have been

constituted at national, state, dis-
trict and block level for complete
elimination of identified single use
plastic items. In the state level task
force constituted under the chair-
manship of the Chief Secretary in
Madhya Pradesh, Additional Chief
Secretary/Principal Secretary
Environment, Sports and Youth
Welfare, Panchayat and Rural
Development, Urban Development
and Housing, Industrial
Development and Policy
Promotion, Technical Skills, Higher
Education, Science and
Technology,
Commissioner/Director Public
Relations, Member Secretary,
Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control
Board, State Coordinator Swachh
Bharat Mission have been includ-
ed.Task force is coordinating with
various departments to implement
Plastic Waste Management Rules
2016 in the state. Urban

Development and Housing
Department has been made the
nodal department for urban areas
and Panchayat and Rural
Development Department for rural
areas. Similarly, a task force has
been constituted at the district
level under the chairmanship of
the collector and at the block level
under the chairmanship of the
SDM.

Workshops will soon be held at
the regional level with the States
and Union Territories to prepare an
action plan by the Union Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. In the workshops,
the task force and those concerned
will share their experiences and
brainstorm on the obstacles and
solutions facing the goal. The sug-
gestions received in these work-
shops will be very important in the
eradication of unwanted plastic at
the national level.

Single Use Plastic To Be Completely
Banned In Country from July

NATIONAL ROADMAP WILL
BE PREPARED ON THE
BASIS OF STATE LEVEL
MEETINGS, CAMPAIGN
GAINS MOMENTUM



Even a simple majority in the Lok Sabha
or Assembly elections is a victory for any
political party securing it but victory of

the BJP in the recent Assembly elections in
Uttar Pradesh is a matter to cheer about and
also of introspection. The BJP has been talk-
ing about pro-incumbency all through the
election but with results now out local anti-
incumbency and internal sabotage seems to
have stopped its tally to 255 which could have
certainly crossed 300 marks as predicted in
various exit polls. Not only prediction but
ground reports too have been that the BJP
may repeat its 2017 performance.

Where have those predictions and calcula-
tions gone wrong? The BJP has the practice of
changing 40-50 per cent tickets of its sitting
MLAs and MPs in any election ever since
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is at the helm
of the party. This strategy has been working
for the party in successive elections but sud-
den switching sides by some of the former
ministers in the UP government like Swami
Prasad Maurya, Dharam Singh Saini, Dara
Singh Chauhan and over half a dozen MLAs
forced the BJP to rework its strategy. So it
decided to drop minimum sitting MLAs. The
party has settled down by dropping around 57
sitting MLAs. On ground, voters were of the
view that they don't have any problem with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and chief
minister Yogi Adityanath but certainly have
problems with the local MLAs. There was
some kind of caste-based anger against the
CM but even those angry with him were vow-
ing to vote for the BJP. Ignoring such people
that they don't have any option may prove to
be detrimental for the BJP in the long run.

There were two narratives doing the round
during the Assembly elections that Muslim
voters will go to the SP en-mass and a big
chunk of Jatav votes will shift to the BJP due to
the two factors: One that the BJP fielded Baby
Rani Maurya from Agra (rural) and
Mayawati's somber attitude towards
Assembly elections. Besides these two points,
the BJP fielded an SC Jagpal Singh from
Saharanpur and also a SC SPS Baghel against
Akhilesh Yadav from Karhal have also worked

for the BJP. This has helped the BJP to amass
Jatav votes as well besides other vote banks.
Brahmins were told to be angry and harm the
party on certain seats. But there was a kind of
disenchantment in the community not
against the party but against Yogi Adityanath
for his so called casteist image even if it was
perception war needs to be addressed before
2024 elections.

These narratives worked for the SP which
managed to get the Nelson number of seats in
the Assembly. Some fence sitters were influ-
enced by these narrative and voted for the SP
however there was an undercurrent for the
BJP across the state except Muslim-dominat-
ed districts where there was backlash for the
CM. But despite the under-current, the BJP
got just 255 seats of its own and 273 along
with its allies which is around 52 seats less
than the last elections. The undercurrent is
visible from the fact that 10 BJP candidates
have won their elections with over one lakh
votes, one has one with 97 thousand votes
while Sahibabad candidate Sunil Sharma has
won with a record margin of 2.14 lakh votes.
Except a couple of names winning with such a
huge margin none were big names. There are
around a dozen more such candidates who

have won their election by a margin from 70
thousand to 95 thousand votes. This suggests
that the so called farmer agitation did not
work for the opposition and much hyped SP-
RLD alliance fell flat and Srikant Sharma from
Mathura managed to increase his victory
margin in the Jat bastion - Mathura. If we talk
about SP leaders, Shivpal Singh Yadav has
won his Jaswant Nagar seat by over 90 thou-
sand votes while Akhilesh who claimed that
he won't visit his constituency has won his
seat by 67 thousand votes despite putting ail-
ing Mulayam Singh Yadav into the services.
The shadow of SPS Baghel is clearly visible on
Karhal seat. This suggests that Akhilesh Yadav
failed to catch the imagination of voters of
Uttar Pradesh and was distant two for the UP
voters. The choice for the BJP was not only
very clear but overwhelming as well.

Results suggest that performance of the BJP
was miserable in Muslim dominated areas
like Western UP, Rohilkhand and certain dis-
tricts of Poorvanchal region like Mau,
Azamgarh, Jaunpur, Ghazipur and even Balia
districts. The SP has managed to increase its
vote share by around 10 per
cent from 21.8 to 32 per cent
while the BJP around 2 per cent

from 39.7 per cent to 41.6 per cent so there
was a huge difference of vote bank between
both the parties. Muslim community was not
at all in double mind and voted for the SP and
a section of non-Yadav OBCs shifted to the SP
but the SP failed to breach the 10 per cent gap.
Still the BJP needs to introspect that who are
these 10 per cent voters that have shifted and
voted for the SP. Why have they shifted that
must be introspected upon. Because these
numbers have made the difference in UP.

However, the BJP has created a new section
in the society that is called beneficiaries
which is a caste-neutral and religion-neutral
group voting for the BJP for its developmental
measures and crisis management towards the
poor during COVID-19 pandemic. From
ration to cash reaching to households and
bank accounts of the poor, respectively has
done the magic for the BJP in the rural area
which was once weak ground of the BJP. From
poor Muslim to Dalit Christians to poor
Hindus, everyone voted even against the
wishes of their family tradition and headman
of voting a particular party. Majority of these
voters are women which has taken the
women support base of the BJP to an extraor-
dinary level. Law and order too has played an
important role for girls and women from even
well to do families voting for the BJP. The SP
has a poor record of women voting for it.

Though the BJP managed to win the 2022
Assembly elections comfortably, it has certain
indications for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections if
the BJP wants to repeat its 2014 performance.
The BJP will have to work among certain sec-
tions as a chunk of Brahmin, OBC and SC vot-
ers have drifted away from it. The defeat of
Keshav Prasad Maurya and over half a dozen
SP Brahmin candidates winning elections and
a similar number of candidates losing closely
tells the story of Brahmins and a section of
non-Yadav OBCs not voting for the BJP from
Varanasi to Fatehpur. There are several candi-
dates of the BJP who lost by a very thin mar-
gin. The reason behind this disenchantment
must be looked upon even if it was at the per-
ception level and bereft of reality. 
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EDITOR’S SPECS

The flavour of the season is undoubt-
edly the bulldozer. From tattoos, it is
now Holi that is taking on the

"colours" of the bulldozer. With bulldozer
forming the cornerstone of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's election campaign and
becoming almost synonymous with the
law-and -order situation, people now
want to link the machine to everything.
"Bulldozer colours are mainly saffron, yel-
low and now black has also made an entry
into the colour market. After a lull for two
years during the pandemic, people are
now in a mood to celebrate Holi in a big
way and there has been a 40 per cent
increase in sale of gulal," said Ashraf Ali, a
wholesale seller in Yahiaganj market.
Bulldozer colours, incidentally, are mainly
chemical-based colours which leave their
impact for two to three days on the Holi
revellers. They can be used as gulal and
also as water colours. However, demand
for herbal gulal, eco-friendly, natural dye,
mostly available in four colours yellow,
pink, sandalwood and green in jasmine,
rose, sandal and khus fragrances has also
gone up. Traders at Chowk market
claimed, "Ease in pandemic has led to a
spurt in demand for colours though a drop
in production has kept a lid on supplies in
retail." There is a demand from adjoining
districts also because the newly elected leg-
islators are playing celebrations on a large
scale with their voters. Wholesalers say
that business this year, may surpass previ-
ous years' sales looking at the volume of
advance bookings from retailers. They say
shops are placing fresh orders despite hav-
ing inventories, anticipating a sharp rise in
demand. Limited production, meanwhile,
has led to a jump in prices of colours this
season which are up by over 10-15 per
cent, depending upon the brands.

BULLDOZER COLOURS FOR HOLI

international

DECISIVE VICTORY BUT BJP STILL
NEEDS SOME INTROSPECTION!

Vinod Kumar Shukla

Moscow|Agencies

Atop official from Russia's
Defence Ministry has
claimed that troops have

taken control of the entire
region of Kherson, after the
territory's namesake capital
city was first captured on
March 3.

Confirming the takeover,
Major General Igor
Konashenkov, the Ministry's
official representative, said that
troops from 'Donetsk People's
Republic' also broke through
Ukrainian defences and took
control of the settlement of
Panteleymonovka, RT News
reported. According to the offi-
cial, Russian air defences shot
down 16 Ukrainian military

aircraft, including 13 drones, in
the past 24 hours.

The aircraft include one Su-
24 and Su-25 of the Ukrainian
Air Force, as well as an Mi-8
helicopter. The Russian armed
forces have also attacked a
Ukrainian airbase near
Kramatorsk, Konashenkov
said. In the attack, three
hangars were destroyed, in
which there were four
Ukrainian Su-25 attack aircraft,
one Mi-24 helicopter and five
Mi-8 helicopters.

RUSSIAN TROOPS
TAKE CONTROL OF
KHERSON REGION Moscow|Agencies

Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki
and Deputy Prime

Minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski,
Czech Prime Minister Petr
Fiala, and Slovenian Prime
Minister Janez Jansa arrived
in Ukraine and are headed to
Kiev, the Polish PM's office
announced on Tuesday.

"About an hour ago, the
train of the Prime Minister,
Deputy Prime Minister for
Security Jaroslaw Kaczynski,
and the prime ministers of
the Czech Republic and
Slovenia crossed the Polish-
Ukrainian border," the office
tweeted, RT reported.

The leaders are set to meet
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
Prime Minister Denys

Shmyhal in Kiev. The pur-
pose of the meeting is to
express the unequivocal sup-
port of the European Union
towards Ukraine's sovereign-
ty and independence, and
discuss a broad package of
support measures.

According to Polish gov-

ernment spokesman Piotr
Muller, the meeting was
agreed upon after consulta-
tions with European Council
President Charles Michel and
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen, for the purpose of
sending "a strong signal for

peace." Moscow attacked its
neighbour on February 24,
following a seven-year stand-
off over Ukraine's failure to
implement the terms of the
Minsk agreements, and
Russia's eventual recognition
of the Donbass republics in
Donetsk and Lugansk.

Three eastern European prime
ministers heading for Kiev Kyiv|Agencies

Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko on Tuesday
announced a 35-hour

curfew for people in the capi-
tal, warning "today is a diffi-
cult and dangerous
moment", BBC reported.

It comes after Russian air
strikes hit residential build-
ings and a metro station
overnight. Two people were
killed in an attack on an
apartment block in the city,
emergency services say.

A curfew is to be imposed
on the Ukrainian capital after
recent bombardments on the
city. "It is prohibited to move
around the city without spe-
cial permission, except to go
to bomb shelters," Klitschko
said.

"The capital is the heart of
Ukraine, and it will be
defended. Kyiv, which is cur-
rently the symbol and for-

ward operating base of
Europe's freedom and securi-
ty, will not be given up by us.

"Today is a difficult and
dangerous moment. This is
why I ask all Kyivites to get
prepared to stay at home for
two days, or if the sirens go
off, in the shelters," Klitschko
added. An airport in the east-
ern Ukrainian city of Dnipro
has been hit by Russian mis-
siles, regional authorities say,
BBC reported.

Valentyn Reznichenko, the
head of the Dnipropetrovsk
regional state administration,
says there has been "massive
destruction".

Kyiv faces dangerous
moment, says Mayor

RUSSIA, IRAN TO FORGE
NEW PARTNERSHIP

Moscow:Russia and Iran
are preparing documents that
will fix a new quality of part-
nership between the two
countries, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said at a
meeting with his Iranian coun-
terpart Hossein Amir
Abdollahian, who is in
Moscow. "We are preparing
new documents that are
designed to fix the new quali-
ties of our partnership," said
Lavrov, quoted by Ria Novosti,
RT reported. The trade
turnover between Russia and
Iran, despite external factors, is
growing steadily, it has exceed-
ed $4 billion, Lavrov said at the
meeting. "It is gratifying that,
despite all the well-known fac-
tors, our trade turnover is
steadily growing at a record
pace. It increased by almost 80
per cent last year, exceeding $4
billion," Lavrov said. Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian will discuss with
the Russian side issues of bilat-
eral cooperation and the status
of negotiations on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Washington|Agencies

The US has information
suggesting China has
expressed willingness to

provide Russia with request-
ed military and financial
assistance as part of its war
on Ukraine, CNN quoted a
Western official and an
American diplomat as saying.

It is not yet clear whether
China intends to provide
Russia with that assistance,
US officials familiar with the
intelligence told CNN.

But during an intense,
seven-hour meeting in Rome,
a top aide to President Joe
Biden warned his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping of
"potential implications and
consequences" for China
should support for Russia be
forthcoming, a senior admin-
istration official said.

The series of events under-
scored the growing concern
among American officials at
the budding partnership
between Moscow and Beijing
as Biden works to isolate and

punish Russia for its aggres-
sion in Ukraine.

While officials have said
the Chinese President was
alarmed at what has taken
place since Russia invaded,
there is little to indicate China
is prepared to cut off its sup-
port entirely, CNN reported.
That leaves open a troubling
possibility for American offi-
cials -- that China may help
prolong a bloody conflict that
is increasingly killing civil-
ians, while also cementing an
authoritarian alliance in
direct competition with the
US, the report said.

In a diplomatic cable, the
US relayed to its allies in
Europe and Asia that China
had conveyed a willingness to
assist Russia, which has asked
for military support.

The cable did not state
definitively that assistance
had been provided.

One official also said the
US warned in the cable that
China would likely deny it
was willing to provide assis-
tance.

CHINA CONVEYS WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE
MILITARY, FINANCIAL AID TO RUSSIA

PALESTINIAN PM SAYS NECESSARY TO
MAKE POLITICAL PROGRESS TO BREAK
DEADLOCK WITH ISRAEL

Ramallah: Palestinian
Prime Minister
Mohammed Ishtaye said
it is necessary to contin-
ue making political
progress to break the
deadlock with Israel.

According to a state-
ment, when meeting
with US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of
State for Israel and
Palestinian Affairs Hady
Amr here, the Prime
Minister urged
Washington to "pressure
Israel to abide by the signed agreements so as to turn the
political file into motion", reports Xinhua news
agencyThere is also a need for a political dialogue between
Palestine and the US, Ishtaye added.

The meeting was held days after the Israeli District
Planning and Building Committee approved a plan to build
730 new housing units in Pisgat Ze'ev, a Jewish settlement in
East Jerusalem, which has provoked opposition and anger
in Palestine.

The last direct peace talks between Palestine and Israel,
which had been sponsored by the US and lasted for nine
months, stopped in 2014 due to deep differences over issues
related to Jewish settlements, borders and security.

Wellington|Agencies

New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda
Ardern on Tuesday

remembered the victims of
the 2019 Christchurch
mosque shootings, which
claimed the lives of 51 peo-
ple.

"We will always remember
and acknowledge the 51
'shaheed' (martyr) who died
as a result of the terrorist
attack on 15 March. One way
their memories are honored
is through the work that is
taking place to make our
country a better home for all
who live here," Xinhua news
agency quoted Ardern as
saying in a statement.

Actions of counter-terror-
ism and counter-extremism
were implemented after the
shootings at the Al Noor and
Linwood mosques on March
15, 2019, which also injured
40 people and traumatised
many others, she said.

Ardern said just 10 days

after the attack, a Royal
Commission of Inquiry was
established, providing 44
recommendations to ensure
that New Zealand becomes a
diverse, safe and inclusive
country.Work also continues
in other areas, including the
reform of gun licensing, she
added. Deemed as deadliest
attack in New Zealand's his-
tory, the attack was carried
out by an Australian national

Brenton Harrison Tarrant.
He had live-streamed the

first shooting at the Al Noor
Mosque on Facebook.

In March 2020, Tarrant
pleaded guilty to 51 murders,
40 attempted murders, and
engaging in a terrorist act,
and in August was sentenced
to life imprisonment without
the possibility of parole - the
first such sentence in New
Zealand.

New Zealand remembers victims
of 2019 mosque attack
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The Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly
and Council on

Tuesday witnessed adjourn-
ments over the issue of an
FIR registered against
Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council Pravin
Darekar and the disconnec-
tion of power supply to some
farmers in the state.

The Mumbai police on
Monday registered an FIR
against Darekar for allegedly
using bogus membership of
a labour organisation to
become director of the
Mumbai Bank, following a
complaint by an Aam Aadmi
Party functionary.

Darekar was on the
Mumbai Bank's board as a
representative of a labour
organisation. As soon as the

House assembled for the day
on Tuesday, Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly
Devendra Fadnavis sought
to know how many mem-
bers of the legislature were
heading labour organisa-
tions.

When Fadnavis was rais-
ing this issue, Shiv Sena
MLA Balaji Kalyankar
demanded that farmers'
electricity connections,
snapped for non-payment of
dues, be restored.

Amid noisy scenes from
members of both the oppo-
sition and treasury benches,
the House had to be
adjourned twice - first for
five minutes and later for 15
minutes. After the second
adjournment, BJP members
were in the well of the House
shouting slogans against the
state Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government.

To this, Fadnavis won-
dered what debate the gov-
ernment wants to conduct
when Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar's assurance, that
power connections will not
be cut, was not being fol-
lowed. "Not just the opposi-
tion, but even the treasury
benches are demanding that
electricity of farmers should-
n't be disconnected. Farmers
are committing suicide every

day," he said. The Chair then
adjourned the House till 12
noon.When the House
reassembled after the third
adjournment, BJP members
again went into the well of
the House and shouted slo-
gans against the govern-
ment. Fadnavis demanded
that the state government
immediately make an
announcement on the issue
of power supply to farmers.

He stated that Ajit Pawar
had said farmers' power
connections will not be cut
till May this year. Still, his
assurance is not being fol-
lowed and farmers are com-
mitting suicide, the BJP
leader said.

He said if the issue of
farmers' unrest is not high-
lighted in the Assembly, the
cultivators will not forgive
the elected representatives.

BJP MLC Bhai Girkar said,
"The FIR against Darekar is
an attempt to muzzle the
voice of the opposition. The
MVA government has taken
action against him because
it is being cornered for of its
own wrong doings and vari-
ous scandals that the BJP is
exposing."Amid the din in
the Council, Chairman
Ramraje Naik Nimbalkar
adjourned the House for 25
minutes.

Din in Maharashtra Assembly, Council over
FIR against BJP MLC Pravin Darekar

The Mumbai police on
Monday registered an
FIR against Darekar
for allegedly using
bogus membership of
a labour organisation
to become director of
the Mumbai Bank, fol-
lowing a complaint by
an Aam Aadmi Party
functionary

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday rejected a plea by
Maharashtra Minister Nawab

Malik seeking his release from judi-
cial custody after his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in an
alleged money-laundering case
arising out of a tainted land deal
around 20 years ago.

Malik, 62, arrested by the ED on
February 23, contended the central
agency's arrest and subsequent
remand was "illegal", without juris-
diction and sought setting aside the
order of the Special PMLA Court
which sent him to ED custody.

His legal team of Rashmikant &
Partners argued that the illegal acts
of the ED rendered his continued
detention illegal and without juris-
diction, entitling him to a writ of
habeas corpus and immediate
release.However, a division bench
of Justice P.B. Varale and Justice
S.M. Modak, which declined
Malik's plea, said that certain
debatable issues are raised and
which need to be heard at length.

At the hearings, Malik's lawyer,
senior advocate Amit Desai argued
that Malik had implicated in the
case which was based on state-
ments by persons with no credibili-
ty, and the financial transactions
alleged against the Minister ranged

from 1999 to 2003 to 2005 when the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act did not exist.

Desai reiterated that PMLA was
applied retrospectively by arresting
Malik in a 22-year-old case and
sought his immediate release given

the present circumstances of the
case. Opposition the plea, ED's
counsel, Additional Solicitor-
General Anil Singh questioned the
maintainability of Malik's plea, say-
ing that the remand order was after
careful consideration of all material
evidence and submissions before
the Special PMLA Court, money-
laundering was an separate offence
on which the Section 45 of the
PMLA is applicable, and demanded
the plea should be dismissed.

According to the ED, Malik had
purchased a property, Goawala
Compound in Kurla at a throwaway
rate, through the power of attorney
holder Sardar Shahawali Khan, cur-
rently in jail for the March 12, 1993
serial blasts case, and Salim Patel, a
henchman for the late Hasina
Parkar, the sister of absconding
mafia don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar.

Meanwhile, the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party has vehe-
mently demanded that Malik
should resign from Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray's ministry or
should be sacked.

BOMBAY HC REJECTS NAWAB MALIK'S
PLEA SEEKING RELEASE FROM CUSTODY
The Bombay High Court on Tuesday rejected a plea by Maharashtra Minister Nawab Malik seek-
ing his release from judicial custody after his arrest by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in an
alleged money-laundering case arising out of a tainted land deal around 20 years ago.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The recent controversy around
'The Kapil Sharma Show' which
emerged from a tweet by 'The

Kashmir Files' director Vivek

Agnihotri, led to a massive backlash
for the comedy show with Twitterati
asking to boycott the show.

Now veteran actor Anupam Kher,
who stars in a key role in the film, has
put out a statement clarifying the
misunderstanding.

The actor has said that he was
invited to the show but given the
serious subject of the film, he decid-

ed to give the show a skip because it
deals in comedy and it was not the
right platform to talk about the film.

Anupam Kher said, "To be very
honest, I was called to be on the
show aur maine mere manager to
kaha tha ke yeh film badi serious hai,
main iss mein nahi jaa sakta (I told
my manager that this film is on a
serious subject given that I can't go to

the show). So, I want to put my point
over here that yeh 2 mahine pehle ki
baat hai (This is a two month old
incident)."

He further added, "Toh mujhe laga
ki main jab bhi 2-4 baar uss show
mein jaa chukka (I have been to the
show about 2-4 times), it's a funny
show and it's very difficult to do a
funny show and he does it very well."

It all started when Vivek Agnihotri
was asked as to why he isn't promot-
ing the film on 'The Kapil Sharma
Show' to which he replied saying he
wasn't invited to the show given his
film doesn't have a big starcast.

Things escalated from there on
and several people on the Internet
took to boycotting the show.

Clarifying his stance further, the
senior actor said, "I don't think Kapil
has any malice towards us or towards
the film. To be very honest with you, I
don't think that is the thing."

'The Kashmir Files' also stars
Darshan Kumaar and Pallavi Joshi
and deals with the mass exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits from the valley in
the 1990s.

ANUPAM KHER CLEARS THE AIR ON 'THE KAPIL SHARMA SHOW' CONTROVERSY
THE RECENT CON-

TROVERSY AROUND
'THE KAPIL SHARMA
SHOW' WHICH
EMERGED FROM A
TWEET BY 'THE
KASHMIR FILES'
DIRECTOR VIVEK
AGNIHOTRI, LED TO A
MASSIVE BACKLASH
FOR THE COMEDY
SHOW WITH
TWITTERATI ASKING
TO BOYCOTT THE
SHOW.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Several BJP-ruled states on
Monday made 'The
Kashmir Files' movie tax-

free, even as a war of words
broke out between the saffron

party and its rivals on the
issue of exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the Valley.  After
many states declared 'The
Kashmir Files` tax-free,
Maharashtra Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has now demand-
ed that the state government
waive off tax on the movie
that revolves around the
genocide of Kashmiri Pandits
in 1990. BJP leader and
Ghatkopar West MLA Ram
Kadam has said that his party
would come out on streets
and demand waiver of tax for
movie The Kashmir Files and
force the revenue department
to make it tax-free and also
increase screening of the film
in the state. "The reality of
Kashmiri Pandits has been
shown in the movie. How they
were removed from Kashmir
and Congress does not want

the reality to come in the pub-
lic domain. The movie does
not belong to any political
party. If the movie is not
declared tax-free then all
Hindus will take to the streets,"
added Kadam. 

BJP MLA Mangal Prabhat
Lodha raised the issue in
Legislative Assembly on
Monday and demanded the
government to announce the
film tax-free across the state.
Another BJP MLA Nitesh Rane
wrote to the Maharashtra Chief
Minister demanding the same. 

Released last week, the film
is based on the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits from the
Valley in the 1990s and has
been written and directed by
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri. It
stars Anupam Kher, Mithun
Chakraborty and Pallavi
Joshi.

Maharashtra BJP sought Tax
waiver for The Kashmir Files

Several BJP-ruled
states on Monday made
'The Kashmir Files'
movie tax-free, even as
a war of words broke
out between the saffron
party and its rivals on
the issue of exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits from
the Valley. 

The BJP-ruled states of
Goa, MP, Karnataka,
Haryana and Gujarat
have already made this
film tax-free.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Indian Metrological
Department or IMD has
issued a heatwave

warning for Mumbai and its
neighbouring regions, with
temperatures expected to
reach up to 40 degree Celcius
over the next couple of days. 

The maximum tempera-
ture in most parts of Mumbai
was recorded above 37
degrees Celsius over Sunday
and Monday. 

The IMD has released a
detailed district-wise forecast
and warnings till March 16
for Palghar, Thane, Mumbai,
Raigad, Ratnagiri, and
Sindhudurg districts. 

The heatwave conditions
in these districts are likely to
ease by Thursday, IMD said.

"We have issued a severe
heatwave warning for the
regions of Northern Konkan

which includes Palghar,
Mumbai, and Thane. For
March 16, we have issued a
heatwave warning for the
entire Konkan region," an
official said. As per the IMD,
a severe heatwave in a
coastal station, like Mumbai,
is declared when the daytime
maximum temperature is
above 37 degrees Celsius.  In
view of the IMD's warning,
the Mumbai civic body took
to Twitter to inform citizens
about the do's and dont's and
asked them to "stay hydrated
and safe." The
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation or BMC has
appealed to citizens to stay
safe and hydrated and avoid
going out in the afternoon. A
person suffering from a heat
stroke should immediately be
taken to hospital, it said, and
asked people to increase the
intake of water and other

healthy fluids. "Drink suffi-
cient water and as often as
possible, even if not thirsty,"
the BMC said and asked peo-
ple to avoid strenuous activi-
ties when the outside tem-
perature is high.

It also asked citizens to
avoid tea, coffee, soft drinks,
high-protein and stale food,
and suggested that people
use a hat or an umbrella and
also use a damp cloth on
head, neck, face and limbs if
they work outdoors.

The BMC also asked peo-
ple to take ORS (oral rehydra-
tion salts) and homemade
drinks like lassi, torani (rice
water), lemon water and but-
termilk which help to re-
hydrate the body. Use fans
and take bath in cold water
frequently, it said.

"If a person faints or falls
ill, he/she see a doctor
immediately," it stated.

Heatwave Warning For Mumbai,
5 Other Districts

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Responding to a bunch of video recordings that the opposition leader
Devendra Fadnavis had submitted last week, Home Minister Dilip Walse Patil
told the Assembly on Monday that Special Public Prosecutor Pravin Chavan,

who, along with some politicians and police officers, was accused of plotting to
frame BJP leaders in criminal cases, has resigned. The state CID will investigate the
matter, said the minister, rejecting the opposition's demand for transferring the
case to the CBI.

Before walking out in protest, the opposition said it will move the court to seek a
probe by the Central agency. Last Tuesday, Fadnavis told the house that he had 125
hours of video recordings of Chavan tutoring the police officers, complainants and
politicians on framing his party colleagues. He said ex-ministers Girish Mahajan,
Jaikumar Rawal, Sanjay Kute, Sudhir Mungantiwar, Chandrakant Patil, Subhash
Deshmukh and Chandrashekhar Bawakule were on the target list.

Walse Patil said the case related to Mahajan was about an educational institute
in Jalgaon which two groups want under their control. The case is being probed
and 29 people have been arrested so far, he said, stating further that the case was
registered in one place called Nimbhora and then transferred to Pune. "In [actor]
Sushant Singh case as well, the case was first registered in Bihar and then trans-
ferred to CBI," he said, assuring a fair probe. "Chavan has resigned and we have

accepted his papers. State CID has been asked to investigate."
On Fadnavis's allegation that the police were trying to frame him in the phone

tapping case and that he wasn't afraid of going to jail in a false case, Walse Patil said
that the opposition leader's statement was recorded on Sunday as a routine process
in such cases and there was no attempt to frame him. Before the home minister's
reply, Fadnavis told the house, "I was asked questions that were qualitatively differ-
ent from the questions I was sent earlier. I was asked where I breached the Official
Secrets Act." He said he cannot be accused of violating the Official Secrets Act,
because the Whistle Blowers Protection Act defended him for providing informa-
tion about corruption. Earlier in the day, Fadnavis produced an audiotape stressing
that one Dr Mudassir Lambe, who claimed to be close to the underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim, was appointed as a member of the Maharashtra State Board of
Waqf. Walse Patil said the person was not appointed but elected on the board in
September 2019, but assured to probe his alleged underworld links and take appro-
priate action if the allegations were true. The home minister countered the opposi-
tion leader's charge the state police were being misused against political rivals by
citing cases against his predecessor Anil Deshmukh and cabinet colleague Nawab
Malik. He said Malik should have been probed for dealing with the underworld
when Fadnavis was CM.

Later, Nilofer Malik Khan, daughter of the wakf minister Nawab Malik, tweeted
that Dr Lambe was appointed a Waqf Board member by the Fadnavis government
on September 13, 2019. "MahavikasAghadi govt was established in November 2019.
My father got Minority/Waqf Dept in the first week of Jan 2020," she added.

Government lawyer accused of framing Maharashtra BJP leaders in criminal cases quits
State home minister Dilip Walse Patil rejects demand for a CBI probe in videotapes submitted by Fadnavis, asks CID to investigate instead
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Acourt on Tuesday issued a bailable warrant
against Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty's
mother in a case related to alleged non-

repayment of a loan of Rs 21 lakh.
Metropolitan Magistrate (Andheri court) RR

Khan had earlier this week issued summons to
Shilpa, her mother Sunanda and sister Shamita in
a cheating case filed by a businessman over loan
repayment.

The family challenged the summons before the
sessions court. On Monday, sessions judge AZ
Khan stayed the magistrate's order against Shilpa
and Shamita, but gave no relief to their mother.

The late Surendra Shetty (Shilpa's father) and
Sunanda seemed to be partners in his firm while
no documents have been produced to show that
their daughters were partners too and had any
concern with the loan, the court had said.

On Tuesday, the magistrate refused to grant
exemption from appearance to Sunanda Shetty
who did not remain present, and issued a bailable
warrant against her, said advocate Zain Shroff of Y
& A Legal which is representing complainant
Parhad Amra.

Amra has alleged that Surendra Shetty bor-
rowed money from him in 2015 and it was sup-
posed to be repaid by January 2017, but was never
repaid.

Bailable Warrant Issued Against Shilpa
Shetty's Mother In Loan Default Case

STATE POLICE OFFICIALS TO GET
20 CASUAL LEAVES IN A YEAR 

Mumbai: The gov-
ernment has also decid-
ed not to assign night
duty to a police official a
day before his or her
weekly off.

The Maharashtra
government has decid-
ed to increase the num-
ber of casual leaves
(CLs) of police officials
from 12 to 20 (in a year),
Minister of State for Home Shambhuraj Desai told
the Legislative Council. The government has also
decided not to assign night duty to a police official a
day before his or her weekly off. This decision to
increase the number of CLs has been taken to offer
some comfort to the police personnel whose duty
hours are long and hectic."The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has taken a decision to increase the num-
ber of casual leaves of police officials from 12 days
to 20 days," the minister said. Explaining the trigger
behind the decision, a Home department official
said that police personnel do not get off on special
days such as festivals and national holidays. Hence
the number of casual leaves is increased," he
added.



Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Will
Smith has said that
there has "never been

infidelity" in his marriage and
nothing that has happened

within his relationship with Jada Pinkett
Smith has come as a surprise.

The 'King Richard' star's wife, Jada Pinkett
Smith, spoke in 2020 about her "entangle-
ment" with singer August Alsina but the 53-

year-old actor insisted nothing that has hap-
pened within their relationship has come as
a surprise, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

He said: "There's never been infidelity in
our marriage. Jada and I talk about every-
thing, and we have never surprised one
another with anything ever."

Smith doesn't care if people speculate
about his marriage and instead he encour-
ages the "chatter" in the hope it will spark
meaningful debate.

He told Gayle King on 'CBS Sunday

Morning': "I have decided that chatter about
my life can be of a benefit to people. Chatter
is the first stage to having a real conversation
and to be able to truly explore if some of the
things in your heart are loving or poisonous."

In September, the 'Aladdin' star said that
his wife wasn't "the only one engaging in
other sexual relationships" outside of their
marriage.

However, he declined to go into detail,
particularly because his mindset has
changed in recent years.

NOT INTERESTED IN DATING

ANYMORE: LALA KENT
Los Angeles | Agencies

On Friday, Vanderpump Rules star Lala Kent
revealed the last guy she went on a date

with didn't fare so well after the 'in depth
full' background check run by her private investigator.

'The last date I went on, it was a group date because
remember y'all, that's the only thing I'm comfortable

with right now,' the 31-year-old Give Them Lala
CEO said on her one-hour Amazon livestream
Balling on a Budget: Date Night Looks, reports

dailymail.co.uk. And he was fine. But the PI check
didn't come back so great, so I had to kick him to

the curb. [I] haven't been on a date since. I've
been talking to people, but no dates. I go on dates
with my mom [Lisa Burningham] and [my daugh-
ter] Ocean. Such a vibe.'   Lala (born Lauryn) con-
tinued: 'I gotta know before you enter my life. Do
we have some [tax] liens? Do we owe some peo-
ple? I mean, I gotta know. Do we have a sketchy

background? I need to know that. 'I have a
daughter now and I'm not welcoming just any-

body into my life. Number one, it would be a
waste of time...I have to be very careful now for
[my baby]. She's the number one priority.' This
Tuesday, Kent and her 'philandering' ex-fiancé

Randall Emmett will celebrate the first birth-
day of their daughter Ocean. However, the 50-
year-old filmmaker might have custody of the

baby that day considering the Utah-born
blonde already threw a birthday party last

Saturday at Jax Taylor and Brittany
Cartwright's $1.9M LA home.

FROM REGAL TO INDIES, US
CINEMAS TO SCREEN 2014

UKRAINIAN FILM 'THE GUIDE'
Los Angeles | Agencies

Agroup of theatre owners from giant Regal to inde-
pendent cinemas have signed on to screen Ukrainian
director Oles Sanin's 2014 feature film 'The Guide'

starting Friday, with proceeds going to relief efforts for the
war-stricken country. It's not clear at how many locations,
but the expanding list of national and regional chains that
have agreed to show the film includes Regal, National
Amusements, Harkins, Landmark, Laemmele, Cinepolis,
Malco Theatrers, the Angelika Group, B&B Theatres,
Santikos Theatres, Cinemex, Xscape Theatres, Premiere
Cinemas, Imagine of Canada, Celebration, Bow Tie
Cinemas, Milgram Theatres and Mini Theatres, reports
deadline.com. According to 'Deadline', about 100 inde-
pendent cinemas also have committed. Organisers say that
puts the number of participating theatres in the unspecified
"hundreds" so far. Sanin is currently locked down in Kiev
but provided a introduction, now attached, conveying the
urgent need for assistance as Russian attacks intensify. 'The
Guide', which was Ukraine's entry for Best Foreign
Language Film at the 87th Academy Awards, is set in the
1930s as the Soviet regime pursues agricultural and other
repressive policies causing the death of millions of
Ukrainians. The Digital Cinema Distribution Coalition will
be delivering the film by satellite, and PaperAirplane Media
will provide marketing assets and support materials.
Distribution is being handled by Falling Forward Films. All

parties are working free of charge.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Tom
Cruise's upcoming film
'Top Gun: Maverick'

will be having a special screening at
the Cannes Film Festival.

As 'Variety' predicted earlier this month, the 'Top Gun' sequel
will screen during the French fest, which celebrates its 75th

anniversary this year.

Described by Variety's Elsa Keslassy as the "planetary blockbuster Thierry
Fremaux has been dreaming of since 2020," the Cannes director first aimed
to get the movie secured for an out-of-competition slot before Covid-19
delays upended the film release calendar.

Cruise's long-awaited return to the cockpit as hotshot pilot Lt. Pete
'Maverick' Mitchell was likewise delayed by the pandemic, which pushed
the movie's planned release date several times.

The film is now set to hit theaters on May 27, while the Cannes Film
Festival runs from May 17 to May 28. The full lineup of selections will be
revealed in the third week of April.
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Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Sandra Bullock a decade
ago had pledged that she
would never again make a

sequel to one of her many
memorable movies.

It was 2013, the year she
and Melissa McCarthy
released the buddy cop
comedy 'The Heat' --
which grossed nearly
$230 million at the
worldwide box
office.

While simulta-
neously making
the awards
rounds for
'Gravity' that
year, press
relentlessly
asked if she
would return for
a second film
with McCarthy.

"I'm not doing
a sequel to 'The
Heat,'" she said at
the time.

"I've done two
sequels. They were
horrible. What
Melissa and I had
was beautiful. We
might do another film
together. I think we
should do a silent film
together."

Film fans and social media
users connected the dots, and
guessed the two "horrible"
sequels Bullock was referring to: the
followup to her star-making film
'Speed', which grossed only a third of the
original's domestic box office; and the widely-
panned 'Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous'.

On the ground at the SXSW Film Festival with her new film 'The Lost City', however, Bullock
told Variety that she is ready to reconsider her position, reports variety.com.

"I had a 'no sequel' rule when I didn't have the benefit of fighting for what I really wanted. I
feel like, in my old age, I'm learning to fight for the things that I think would be best on screen --
and I don't care who comes away from the meeting angry," Bullock said.

She credits that evolution to her producing partner Liza Chasin, who helped mount 'The Lost
City'. Bulllock called it "the beauty of working with Liza. We are type A. We've known each other
since the beginning of time. We both take what we do very seriously. We know that no one pays
attention to us usually because we're women." "No one thinks that (an) actress is really going to
be a producer, so that's good, they look away and ignore you."

SANDRA BULLOCK ON WHY

SHE'S GIVING UP HER BAN

ON MOVIE SEQUELS

Tom Cruise's 'Top Gun:

Maverick' to be screened

at Cannes Film Festival

Tilda Cobham-Hervey,
Stephen Graham join 'Young

Woman And The Sea'
Los Angeles | Agencies

'Hotel Mumbai' star Tilda Cobham-
Hervey and actor Stephen
Graham are set to co-star oppo-

site Daisy Ridley in 'Young Woman and
the Sea'.

Joachim Ronning is on board to direct
the Disney project with Jeff Nathanson
writing the script and Jerry Bruckheimer
and Chad Oman pro-
ducing. The film
will premiere
on
Disney+.

It's
based
on the
book
by
Glenn
Stout
that

chronicles the daring journey of the first
woman, Gertrude Ederle known as
'Trudy', to ever swim across the English
Channel in 1926. The daughter of a
German butcher from Manhattan, Ederle
was a competitive swimmer who won gold
in the 1924 Olympics when she decided to
attempt crossing the channel.

She undertook the feat after first swim-
ming 22 miles from Battery Park in New
York to Sandy Hook, NJ, setting a record
that stood for 81 years. She contracted

with two newspapers and sold her
story, thereby financing her quest.

There was actually a race among
women who would be first to cross
as only five men had done so
before. Cobham-Hervey will play

her sister.
Cobham-Hervey is coming

off her critically-acclaimed
role as musician and
activist Helen Reddy in aI
Am Woman'.

Will
Smith: 

There's no infidelity 
in my marriage
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Brief scores :
Australia 556/9 decl (Usman Khawaja
160, Alex Carey 93; Faheem Ashraf 2-
55, Sajid Khan 2-167) & 97/2 decl
(Marnus Labuschagne 44, Usman
Khawaja 44 not out) lead Pakistan
148 (Babar Azam 36; Mitchell Starc 3-
29, Mitchell Swepson 2-32) & 104/2
(Babar Azam 102 not out, Abdullah
Shafique 71 not out) by 314 runs.

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP

Mount Maunganui | Agencies

India's top-order batter
Harmanpreet Kaur has pointed
out losing back-to-back wickets

as one of the problem areas in the
side as it prepares to take on
defending champions England in
an ICC Women's World Cup match
at the Bay Oval here on Wednesday.

While India are coming off a mas-
sive win over the Stafanie Taylor-led
West Indies, where both vice-cap-
tain Harmanpreet and Smriti
Mandhana scored centuries,
England are yet to hit winnings
ways, having lost all three games so
far with the latest being a narrow
loss to South Africa at the same
venue.

Asked if her team needed to
address any specific issues ahead of
the game against England, who
defeated India in the 2017 Women's
World Cup finals at Lord's,
Harmanpreet said, "I think in bat-
ting, the great partnership we got
and in the bowling (department)
also, the way we bowled in partner-
ship... and especially I think we
fielded really well (against the West
Indies), those are the things which
we want to continue in the England
match and the upcoming matches.

"I think those are the areas which
we would love to continue and
apart from that, sometimes we are
losing back-to-back wickets. If we
can work on that, otherwise I think

things are the way we want (them to
be). Now is the time we just need to
stay relaxed and enjoy the situation
because you know sometimes if
you're relaxed and you're enjoying

you can perform better," added
Harmanpreet.

Harmanpreet added that India's
catching efficiency, which is the best
in the tournament at 84 per cent,
and the side's fielding were two
aspects which could give the 2017
runners-up the advantage against
England on Wednesday.

"You know, whenever we discuss
fielding, we know that catches win
matches and that's what we want to
do as a team. We know whenever
catches are coming it's an opportu-
nity which we have to grab and the
credit goes to our fielding coach and
all the players; they have been work-
ing so hard, whenever we are getting
opportunities, we are working under
lights, and under sun. I think, it's all
about doing practice for a long time.

"Now that we are getting results,
I'm really happy. We are in this tour-
nament because of our fielding.
Whatever opportunities we got,
we've grabbed them and I think
that's what we were looking for as a
team. Everybody talks about our
batting skills, bowling skills, but now
the fielding skills are also improved.
And I'm really happy that these
small, small things, we are working
on and we are getting results (sic)."

LOSING BACK-TO-BACK WICKETS A
PROBLEM AREA: HARMANPREET

Team Absolute|MNew Delh

Youth men's boxers
Vishwanath Suresh and
Vanshaj clinched gold

on the final day as the Indian
contingent concluded their
successful campaign at the
ASBC Asian Youth and
Junior Boxing
Championships in Amman,
Jordan with 39 medals,
including 15 gold, 10 silver
and 14 bronze.

Chennai boy Vishwanath
produced a clinical perform-
ance during his dominating
win against Kyrgyzstan's
Ergeshov Bekzat in the 48kg
final on Monday night.

Later Vanshaj, who hails
from Sonipat, added a sec-
ond gold to the youth men's
tally, registering a sensation-
al win over Uzbekistan's
Javokhir Ummataliev by a
split 4-1 decision in the
63.5kg final.

However, in the +92kg cat-
egory, Aman Singh Bisht
ended with silver after suffer-
ing a 1-4 loss to the local
boxer, Saif Al-Rawashdeh.

It was the second succes-
sive medals for Vishwanath,
Vanshaj and Aman at the
continental event as
Vishwanath and Vanshaj had
won silver while Aman had
secured bronze in the last
edition. Raman (51kg),

Anand Yadav (54kg) and
Deepak (75kg) claimed
bronze with semifinals fin-
ishes in the men's section as
the Indian youth team
secured third place in the
medals table with 18 medals,
including seven gold, three
silver and eight bronze.

Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan claimed the first
and second positions respec-
tively with 23 and 22 medals.

Among youth women,
Shaheen Gill, Nivedita Karki,
Tamanna, Ravina and
Muskan bagged gold on
Monday.

In the junior section,
Indian boxers signed off with
21 medals including eight

gold, seven silver and six
bronze. Vini, Yakshika, Nikita
Chand, Vidhi, Shrushti
Sathe, Rudrika clinched gold
medals in the girls category
while Krrish Pal and
Yashwardhan Singh emerged
champions in the boys' cate-
gory. 

The Indian junior team
claimed second position in
the medals table with two
medals less than table topper
Uzbekistan.

Though the Indian contin-
gent secured the same num-
ber of medals as the previous
editions held in Dubai in
2021, they bettered the gold
medal count by one to last
editions 14.

ASBC Asian Boxing: Suresh, Vanshaj clinch
gold as India return home with rich haul

IPL 2022: Mumbai Indians begin preparation;
Kishan, Rohit, Bumrah join squad

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Five time champions
Mumbai Indians on
Tuesday started their

preparation for the upcoming
IPL 2022 season.

The Rohit Sharma-led side
will open their campaign
against Delhi Capitals at the
Brabourne Stadium on March
27. Before that, the 12-day
strength and conditioning
pre-season camp is being
held at their in-house training
facility at Reliance Jio Stadium
in neighbouring Navi
Mumbai.

"Mumbai Indians will also
play a couple of inter-squad
practice matches towards the
second week of the camp,"
the franchise said in a media
release. The first day training
session was preceded with
player assessment analysis by

the coaching staff lead by
director of cricket Zaheer
Khan and coach Mahela
Jayawardene. In the upcom-
ing days, Mumbai Indians
coaching staff will look at
upskilling their young domes-
tic and international recruits
through individual sessions,
game situations, mental
aspects and physical fitness.
Joining Zaheer and Mahela
on this task will be Shane
Bond, Robin Singh, Kiran

More, Rahul Sanghvi, Vinay
Kumar, TA Sekar, Paul
Chapman and data analyst
CKM Dhananjai.

Earlier, captain Rohit
Sharma accompanied by
speedster Jasprit Bumrah
moved from bubble to bubble
to join the squad late on
Monday night, while Ishan
Kishan flew from Bengaluru
separately after securing a
full-fitness certificate from
NCA.

Madridi|Agencies

Karim Benzema was once again
the star as Real Madrid
opened up a 10-point lead at

the top of La Liga with a 3-0 win
away to Real Mallorca.

Following a goalless first half, the
striker set up Vinicius Jr for Madrid's
first goal before adding a second
from the penalty spot and then
heading home a third after a cross
from Marcelo on Monday night.

Real Madrid began by looking to
control the ball, but, looking to end
a run of four consecutive defeats,
Mallorca put a bit of bite into their
challenges and there were some
tense moments on the pitch, Xinhua
reports.

Benzema turned well to set up
Toni Kroos, who shaped well but
sent his shot from outside the area
high over the bar.

Vinicius Jr then had another
chance after more good work by
Benzema, but his effort from inside
the area was deflected wide thanks

to Maffeo's desperate late block.
The Brazilian opened the scoring

10 minutes into the second half after
Fede Valverde robbed Idrissu Baba
30 meters from goal before feeding
Benzema, who slipped the ball
through to Vinicius to beat Sergio
Rico.

The Mallorca players were furious
as it looked as if Valverde had fouled
Baba when he won the ball.

Benzema doubled Real Madrid's
lead from the penalty spot with 13
minutes left to play. Vinicius turned
in the area and was brought down
by Olivan and Benzema scored with
a low shot to the keeper's right.

With eight minutes left, the
French striker then produced a pow-
erful header from Marcelo's cross.
However, the striker appeared to
hurt his calf in scoring to the goal
and had to limp out of the game,
which will be a worry ahead of next
weekend's El Clasico against FC
Barcelona.

BENZEMA HELPS REAL MADRID MOVE 10 POINTS CLEAR IN LA LIGA

JHULAN HAS DONE UNBELIEVABLE WORK FOR
WOMEN'S CRICKET, SAYS ELLYSE PERRY

Hamilton: Australian captain
Ellyse Perry heaped praise on India
pacer Jhulan Goswami, saying she
has done remarkably wonderful
work for the growth of women's
cricket in the world. Asked about
Jhulan's role in the Indian team,
Perry said, "I think not just myself,
but our entire team have a tremen-
dous level of respect for Jhulan. You
know, what she's done for the game, not just for the Indian
team, the whole of women's cricket globally is just unbeliev-
able. I certainly admire her longevity as well, and just how
successful she's been over such a long period of time. She's
such a talisman for the Indian team. She's an absolute
bedrock of that new ball. And it's been really, really tricky to
get away."Veteran pacer Goswami on Saturday (March 12)
became the leading wicket-taker in the history of Women's
Cricket World Cup by dismissing West Indies spinner Anisa
Mohammed. Anisa flicked to mid-wicket fielder, becoming
Jhulan's 40th overall scalp in the tournament and was able
to overtake Australia's Lyn Fullston's record since 1988 of 39
wickets at an average of 11.94. Almost 17 years ago,
Goswami took her first World Cup wicket, dismissing Inoka
Galagedara of Sri Lanka on March 22, 2005.

MONFILS OVERCOMES MEDVEDEV AT INDIAN WELLS;
RUSSIAN SET TO LOSE NO. 1 ATP RANKING

Indian Wells: French tennis stalwart
Gael Monfils earned a second career victo-
ry over a reigning world No. 1 when he
recaptured the form that saw him reach
the Australian Open quarterfinals to knock
out Daniil Medvedev of Russia and enter
the Round of 16 at the BNP Paribas Open
here on Tuesday (IST).

The setback for the 26-year-old
Medvedev will see him hand the top spot on the ATP back to
Serbia's Novak Djokovic when the latest rankings are released
next Monday. The 35-year-old Monfils' 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 victory has
now pitted the Frenchman against Carlos Alcaraz of Spain in
the pre-quarterfinals. Medvedev, on the other hand, rued the
inability to find top form in Indian Wells, where has yet to
progress beyond the Round of 16 in five visits.

It's a second career victory over a current world No. 1 for
Monfils, his first coming against Rafael Nadal in 2009 in Doha.
He'll now turn his attention to 19th seed Alcaraz who thrashed
compatriot Roberto Bautista Agut, 6-2, 6-0.

Spain's Rafael Nadal, after surviving a scare against
Sebastian Korda of the US in his opening match at Indian
Wells, earned an easy win over 27th seed Daniel Evans of the
UK. The Spaniard advanced to the Round of 16 with a 7-5, 6-3
victory, extending his career-best start to an ATP Tour season
to 17-0 and earning his 400th career ATP Masters 1000 victory.

Dubai|Agencies

England cricketer Sophie
Ecclestone, New Zealand's Amy
Satterthwaite and South Africa's

Marizanne Kapp and Laura Wolvaardt
have all taken major leaps in the latest
ICC Women's ODI Player Rankings after
their fine performances at the ICC
Women's Cricket World Cup 2022 in
New Zealand.

Despite England failing to win a single
match at the World Cup, Ecclestone has
been a shining light for her team, bowl-
ing with great discipline. Her perform-
ances have seen her rise to the No.1 spot
in the bowling charts, overtaking
Australia's Jess Jonassen. She registered
figures of 3/20 in England's loss against
West Indies and followed that up with a
miserly spell of 1/23 against South
Africa. On the other hand, India's veter-
an pacer Jhulan Goswami has slipped
one place to sixth.

The other big gainer in the bowling
charts is Kapp, who registered the best-

ever figures of her international career
during South Africa's three-wicket win
against England. Her 5/45 helped the
Proteas restrict England to 235/9 and
she made a handy contribution with the
bat as well during the chase, chipping in
with a vital 32 runs.

In the previous match against
Pakistan, she had bowling figures of
2/43. This has seen her jump four spots
to No.4 in the bowling charts, while also
retaining her No.3 spot in the all-
rounders' rankings.

In the batting charts, New Zealand's
Amy Satterthwaite and South Africa's
Laura Wolvaardt have been the two big
gainers. Satterthwaite scored 75 in New
Zealand's 62-run win against India and
then scored 44 as her side crumbled to a
141-run defeat against Australia. Her
performances have seen her rise up to
No.3 in the batting rankings, up to five
spots.

England's Ecclestone displaces Jonassen
at the top of ICC ODI Bowling Rankings

Doha|Agencies

Defending champion Pankaj Advani
topped group A after defeating
Pakistan's Ahsan Ramzan 4-1 and

qualified for the knockout stage in the Asian
Snooker Championship here on Tuesday.

Ahsan took the initial lead but Advani
secured the first frame 73-38. In the second
frame, Advani posted a break of 50 points and
obtained a comfortable 2-0 lead. However,
Ahsan returned to the game with a break of 58
and cut the deficit 1-2, but Advani made a
century break of 102 points to maintain his
lead 3-1.

The fourth frame was close where Advani
obtained the initial lead with a break of 44
points when he missed a crucial red pot and
Ahsan attempted a comeback with a couple of
visits. With the last red on board, Ahsan
required all colours to secure the frame and
he started potting brilliantly. He came quite

close to securing the frame by potting pink
but couldn't handle the pressure and missed
the black, which allowed Advani to secure the
frame and the match 4-1. Meanwhile, Amir
Sarkhosh secured his match at the cost of one
frame. He defeated Hwang Chulho from
South Korea 4-1. Hwang played brilliantly in
the first frame and won 88-01 but after that
Amir controlled the game to secure the sec-
ond frame 94-38.

Asian Snooker Championship

Pankaj Advani tops group,
qualifies for knockout stageKarachi|Agencies

Skipper Babar Azam (102 not
out) and Abdullah Shafique (72
not out) led Pakistan's fight-

back on the fourth day in the ongo-
ing second Test against Australia,
here on Tuesday.

Azam and Shafique stitched an
unbeaten 171-run stand for the
third-wicket and took Pakistan to
192/2 at stumps on Day 4. The hosts
are now 314 runs away from a
mountainous 506-run target.

Australia resumed the day on
81/1, and carried on until Marnus
Labuschagne (44) chopped one on
while attempting a pull off Shaheen
Afridi 25 minutes into the day's play.
The visitors added 16 runs in 5.2
overs to declare their second
innings at 97/2, with first-innings
centurion Usman Khawaja unbeaten

on 44.
In reply, Pakistan openers

Abdullah Shafique and Imam-ul-
Haq managed to see through a brief
new-ball burst from Mitchell Starc
and Pat Cummins, before Australia
switched to spin in just the fifth over.
The move worked instantly as
Nathan Lyon dismissed Imam for
the second time in the Test, this
time leg-before with one that
straightened through with the angle. 

2nd Test, Day 4

BABAR, SHAFIQUE LEAD PAKISTAN'S FIGHTBACK AGAINST AUSTRALIA



SRK ANNOUNCES OWN OTT APP,
ANURAG KASHYAP TO COLLABORATE

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh Khan, who recently set the pulse raising
with 'Pathan' first look is now coming up with his own OTT platform
called 'SRK+'. The actor took to his Twitter to share the news with his fol-

lowers. Sharing a creative where he is seen giving a thumbs up next to the font 'SRK+
coming soon', he tweeted, "Kuch kuch hone wala hai, OTT ki duniya mein."

In a surprising turn of events, filmmaker Anurag Kashyap, who is known as the flagbearer of
independent cinema, quote-tweeted SRK's tweet and announced his collaboration with King Khan's

OTT. Kashyap tweeted, "Dream come true! Collaborating with @iamsrk on his new OTT app, SRK+".
Shah Rukh Khan had gone silent after his son Aryan Khan was involved in a controversy related to a drug bust

case. Few days back, the Special Investigation Team of the NCB (Narcotics Control Bureau), had issued a statement
saying that Aryan Khan was never in possession of drugs hence there was no need to take his phone and check his chats.

In addition, Aryan's chats did not suggest that he was part of any international syndicate, NCB said.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Vidhi Pandya went down memory lane and remembered the first time she received her pay check. Vidhi said: "I remem-
ber my early days starting out as an actor. As a budding professional in the media and entertainment space, there is a lot
that one has to prove in order to sustain and be relevant."

"My family has constantly supported me in my pursuits, and the day I received my first pay check, I celebrated my happi-
ness with my family! It is because of them that I was able to turn my dreams into reality. Even though it was a small amount, it
meant the world to me and seeing my parents smile added on to my win," she shared giving credit to her family for all her

success. Vidhi is seen essaying the character of an aspiring and ambitious television writer Soumya Verma in the show. The
actress shared how she relate to her on-screen character.

"While portraying the pay check scene in 'Mose Chhal Kiye Jaaye', I felt that I could relate to the scene at a personal
level. Right from Soumya's wish to work for Oberoi Telefilms to receiving her first pay check, the emotions were real. It
brought a huge smile on my face. I believe that there is no better feeling than to
realise that you've made it on your own, and that the only way
now, is forward," she concluded.
'Mose Chhal Kiye Jaaye' airs on Sony

Entertainment Television.

VIDHI PANDYA
REMINISCES
ABOUT THE
TIME SHE
RECEIVED
HER FIRST
PAY
CHECK

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Pakistani actress Saba Qamar,
who is receiving lot of positive
response for her recently

launched show 'Mrs & Mr
Shameem', is chuffed with the audi-

ence reaction to the show and her portray-
al of the fearless and relentless Umaina.

Saba made her debut in Bollywood with
the 2017 release 'Hindi Medium' where she
shared the screen with the late Irrfan Khan.
Having worked in 'Hindi Medium' and
now 'Mrs & Mr Shameem' on this side of
the border, Saba shares names of some
iconic Bollywood directors whom she
looks forward to working with in future.

The actress said, "Since 'Hindi Medium'
and now 'Mrs & Mr Shameem', I have been

receiving much love from my fans and fol-
lowers from India. It gives me immense
pleasure to see that my work is appreciated
and given due credit."

She continued, "'Hindi Medium' was a
unique experience that I will cherish for
the rest of my life. It changed and moulded
me in so many ways." She added that she
connects with the stories from certain
Bollywood directors, who have a knack for
telling stories that make a difference.

Listing her favourite directors of the cur-
rent era of Hindi cinema, Saba said, "When
I look at the evolving Bollywood industry, I
feel stories narrated by Mr Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Anurag Basu, Imtiaz Ali, and
Vishal Bhardwaj resonate with me exten-
sively. These are four of my favourite direc-
tors from the industry I look forward to
working with in the future."

Satish Kaushik: The best
way to stay relevant is to

work with new talent
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Veteran actor and filmmaker Satish Kaushik,
who plays a pivotal role in upcoming web
series 'Bloody Brothers', says that the best

way to stay relevant with time is to collaborate
with new talents and ideas. Starting his career in
1983 after finishing his formal training from the
National School of Drama, the actor is known for
playing characters 'Calender', 'Pappu Pager', and
'Chanu Ahmed' in films like 'Mr India', 'Deewana
Mastana', and 'Brick Lane', respectively.

He also wrote dialogues for the film 'Jaane Bhi
Do Yaaron', and directed 'Roop Ki Rani Choron Ka
Raja', 'Hum Aapke Dil Mein Rehte Hain', 'Tere
Naam', and 'Kaagaz'.

In conversation with reporter, the actor says how
the generation has changed with their approach
towards work and that he finds the second innings
of his career more interesting with the variety of

roles that he is being offered. "I am from the gen-
eration of actors who used to act and write only

because 'mazaa aa raha hai!'. Our training in
NSD taught us to be serious and passionate
about our craft. We were hungry. We didn't
have food to eat, forget about living a luxuri-
ous life...but when you watch 'Jaane Bhi Do
Yaaro', you won't know how we made the
film! "As an audience, you just get the
laughter! We never worked for money
but for the love of acting. Having said
that, this is a new generation and I love
working with these new kids."

He went on adding, "I genuinely believe
that if I want to stay relevant with time, I
should collaborate more with a new mind,
new talent and keep learning the new lan-
guage of entertainment."

In the show 'Bloody Brothers' he
plays a villainous character named
Handa. He says one of the reasons he

found the character interesting is it is dark yet quirky.

Team Absolute|Hyderabad

Navigating an acting career between
Hindi and South Indian films,
Aakanksha Singh has chosen the path

less travelled to make her mark in South
Indian movies. Her decision to portray
meaty characters rather than rely on
glamorous roles also seems to be paying
off. Aakanksha has yet again garnered
attention for her nuanced performance
in the recently released movie 'Clap', a
Tamil-Telugu bilingual sports drama.
Speaking to reporter, the actress said
that it is the role rather than screen time
that matters to her.

"I don't want to be just there doing nothing on
screen," Aakanksha said. "Even if it's a five minute
or a 10-minute role, i don't mind doing it if i know
that it has potential for me to portray it well and that
people will remember that role. As an actor my job
is done.

"So you give me a five-minute role, I will do it,
and I'll make sure that you will remember it, if the
story is nice, my character is nice. I don't want to go
for any random thing. That's why I am going slow
and steady."

In 'Clap', written and directed by Aditya Prithvi,
Aakanksha plays the role of lead actor Adi
Pinisetty's wife. The movie, which has released on
Sonyliv, is about an athlete who ends up getting
handicapped in a mishap.
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