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No plan to privatise Indian
Railways, asserts Minister...

CBI waits for consent
to probe Rs 21,000 cr
bank fraud cases

'AGAINST MORALITY'
PEGASUS PANEL SEEKS PUBLIC
VIEWS ON LEGAL MEASURES

T

he Supreme Court
on Thursday said
nobody can be
permitted to misuse Rs 50,000 exgratia compensation to next
of kin of those who succumbed to Covid-19, as it
allowed the Centre to conduct a random scrutiny of 5
per cent of the applications
filed in Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Kerala and
Maharashtra to catch fake
applicants.
The bench noted that
7,38,610 claims are received
and, therefore, it may be
very difficult to verify each
and every claim. "We permit
the NDMA/Union of India,
through the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
to carry out the random

scrutiny of 5 per cent of the
claim applications by the
states of Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Kerala and
Maharashtra at the first
instance."
It emphasised that
nobody can be permitted to
avail the ex-gratia compensation by making a false
claim or submitting the false
certificate.
The bench said state governments are directed to
assist in carrying out the
scrutiny of the claim applications, while asking the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare to carry out
the scrutiny within a period
of three months and submit
the report before it.
"If it is found that anybody has made a fake claim,
the same shall be considered under Section 52 of the
Act, 2005 (Disaster

Management Act) and liable
to be punished accordingly," it added.
The bench also clarified
that in case of extreme hardship, any claimant could not
make an application within
the time prescribed, it will
be open for the claimant to
approach the grievance
redressal committee and the
case should be considered
on merits.

SC REFUSES
URGENT
HEARING ON
PLEA AGAINST
K'TAKA HC
ORDER ON
HIJAB

Kashmiri Pandit body moves SC seeking
CBI/NIA probe into 1990 massacres
Team Absolute|New
Delhi

A

Kashmiri Pandit organisation has moved a
curative petition in the
Supreme Court seeking a
probe either by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
or National Investigation
Agency (NIA) into the alleged
mass murders and genocide
of Kashmiri Pandits during
1989-90.The plea, filed by
Roots in Kashmir, has challenged an order of the top
court passed in 2017 dismissing the plea saying: "The
instances referred in the petition pertain to the year 198990, and more than 27 years
have passed by since then.
No fruitful purpose would
emerge, as the evidence is
unlikely to be available at this
late juncture".
A statement from the

organisation said that in support of the curative petition, a
certificate has been issued by
senior advocate and
Supreme Court Bar
Association President, Vikas
Singh. The curative petition
also cited a 2018 Delhi High
Court order on Sajjan Kumar
in anti-Sikh riots case, where,
allowing the appeal, it said:
"It is important to assure
those countless victims wait-

ing patiently that despite the
challenges, truth will prevail
and justice will be done...".
The plea sought prosecution of Yasin Malik and
Farooq Ahmed Daar @ Bitta
Karate, Javed Nalka and others, for hundreds of FIRs of
murders of Kashmiri Pandits
during 1989-90, 1997 and
1998, and which are lying
uninvestigated by J&K Police
even after expiry of 26 years.

MOVED BY '83', SIR
RICHARD HADLEE PENS A
WARM EMAIL TO KAPIL DEV
Mumbai: Sir Richard John Hadlee, who
is regarded as one of the greatest cricket all-rounders, was so inspired after
seeing the Kabir Khan film '83' on an
OTT platform that he got in touch, after
years, on email with Kapil Dev, who
captained the Indian team that
returned home with the World Cup in
1983."Hi Kaps!" wrote Sir Richard to
Kapil Dev, who, incidentally, bested the
New Zealander's then record wicket
haul of 431 to take the World No. 1 spot
briefly. "It has been many years since
we have seen or heard from each other.
I have just finished watching '83' on
Netflix and I was inspired to contact
you," Sir Richard continued.
"I really enjoyed the movie and [am]
reliving the 1983 World Cup. It was a
very inspirational movie and a story
that warmed my heart," said the New
Zealander, who played his last World
Cup in 1983 after being India's nemesis
in 1975 and 1979.
Sir Richard, incidentally, did not represent his country in the 1987 World
Cup because he said he did not relish
playing in India.

drawn general consent to the
federal probe agency. Here
127 cases were pending. The
agency has requested the
authority concerned to grant
them permission. At least 16
cases are pending with the

I

ndia on Thursday
abstained in the
UN General
Assembly on a resolution by Ukraine and its
allies on the humanitarian crisis in wartorn eastern European
country.
The 193-member
General Assembly
resumed its 11th
Emergency Special
Session on Ukraine
and voted Thursday
on a draft resolution
'Humanitarian consequences of the aggression against Ukraine'
by Ukraine and its
western allies.
The resolution was
adopted with 140

 CSK HOLD THE RECORD FOR MOST APPEARANCES IN THE
PLAYOFFS (ELEVEN) AND THE FINAL (NINE) OF THE IPL.
DHONI'S WIN PERCENTAGE AS THE SKIPPER OF CSK IS
59.60.

M

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir government has recommended a CBI probe into the allegations levelled by
former Governor Satya Pal Malik that he was offered a
bribe of Rs 300 crore. On October 17, 2021, Malik had
said at a function in Rajasthan, "Two files had come
for my consideration. One of the secretaries told me
that if I approve these, I can get Rs 150 crore each. I
turned down the offer saying that I had brought five
'kurta-pyjamas' to Kashmir and will just go back with
them." Malik had alleged that he was offered Rs 300
crore in return for clearing the files of two big industrial houses. However, he refused to accept the money
and cancelled the deals. Following such serious allegations by a former governor, the J&K government has
recommended that the CBI investigate the matter to
ascertain the facts and the details.

UNITED NATIONS |
Agencies

 MS DHONI IS THE ONLY PLAYER TO HAVE LED A SIDE IN
OVER 200 MATCHES IN THE INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE.

arch 25, Thursday marked the
end of an era after Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, the legendary
wicketkeeper-batsman, decided to step
down as Chennai Super Kings captain.
The decision took his fans by surprise
who were eagerly waiting to watch him
lead the side in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2022 opener against
Kolkata Knight Riders on March 26. But
after this development, not Dhoni but

CBI TO PROBE MALIK'S RS
300 CR BRIBE ALLEGATION

India again abstains in
UN vote on Ukraine

HIS LEADERSHIP RECORDS

Ravindra Jadeja will walk out for the
toss on Saturday at Wankhede Stadium.
Dhoni have passed on the baton to
one of the finest all-rounders of India
but the legacy he is left behind is
unmatchable. It's a fact that CSK
haven't won the most number of titles
but the list of records set by them
under Dhoni's tenure is quite longer. As
Dhoni vacates his post, let's have a look
at the list of records set by him in last
14 years as the skipper of Chennai
Super Kings.

T

he government on
Thursday said that
around 128 requests
are pending in connection
with bank fraud cases of Rs
21,074.43 cr for grant of consent by states.
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is still
waiting for the grant of consent in the cases to kick start
the probe. The states who
will grant permission are all
non BJP ruled states.
Most of the cases are from
Maharashtra, Chhatisgarh
and West Bengal. Here the
State Governments are not
ready to grant permission to
the federal probe agency to
investigate the case.
At least 12 cases are pending with Chhattisgarh. The
federal probe agency has
requested the state to allow
them to investigate.
The West Bengal government has not given consent
in six cases.
A total 101 requests was
pending with Maharashtra
pertaining to the bank fraud
amounting to over Rs 20,000
crore. There are total 173
cases in which Maharashtra
government didn't give consent. Out of 173, the cases
related to bank fraud are 101.
Mizoram, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Punjab and
Meghalaya have also with-

on behalf of a petitioner, a Muslim girl student, and sought urgent listing of the matter. Kamat insisted that exams were
approaching and urged the court for an
urgent hearing on the matter. A bench
headed by Chief Justice N.V. Ramana said
this has nothing to do with the exams. The
Chief Justice told Kamat not to sensationalise the matter. Kamat contended that
the girl students were not being allowed
to enter the schools, and they will lose
one year. However, the bench moved on
to the next item.

MS Dhoni Quits CSK Captaincy

Team Absolute|Chennai

Team Absolute|New Delhi

New Delhi: The Supreme Court's Pegasus probe panel
has sought public response on enactment or amendment to existing laws and procedures surrounding surveillance, ensuring prevention of invasion of citizens'
right to privacy, establishing a mechanism to raise grievances on suspicion of illegal surveillance etc.
The panel has posed 11 questions and asked for public
response by March 31.
The Supreme Court, in its order passed on October 27,
2021, constituted a technical committee under the oversight of Justice R.V. Raveendran (retd) to enquire, investigate, and determine certain matters relating to the
complaint of unauthorised use of Pegasus spyware
against Indian citizens, in the matter of Manohar Lal
Sharma v. Union of India and others.
As part of the terms of reference, the technical committee, in a press release, has been called to make recommendation on a range of issues: Regarding enactment or
amendment to existing law and procedures surrounding
surveillance and for securing improved right to privacy,
and regarding enhancing and improving the cyber security of the nation and its assets.
The committee was also called on to make recommendations to ensure prevention of invasion of citizens' right
to privacy, otherwise than in accordance with law, by
state and/or non-state entities through such spyware.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday
declined to give any
specific date to hear a
plea challenging the
Karnataka High Court
order, which dismissed
all petitions seeking
direction for permission
to wear hijab in classrooms. Senior advocate
Devadutt Kamat mentioned one of the cases
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Kyrgios, Kokkinakis advance at
Miami Open...

SC ORDERS SCRUTINY TO TRACK FAKE COVID DEATH EX-GRATIA CLAIMS

Team Absolute|New
Delhi

Live Tv
@absoluteindianews

SPORTS

06

Brittany Snow felt 'safe' filming
intimate scenes for 'X'...

This Court passed the
order directing the Union of
India/NDMA/concerned states to
pay ex-gratia amount keeping in
mind the humanity and keeping
in mind the sufferings of the family members who lost one of their
family members due to Covid-19.
Therefore, nobody can be permitted to misuse the same and it is
also against morality
and is unethical, which
can never be accepted.

Live TV
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 DHONI HAS LED CHENNAI SUPER KINGS IN 204 MATCHES
ACROSS ALL COMPETITIONS (INCLUDING NOW-DEFUNCT
CHAMPION'S T20 LEAGUE). THE TEAM HAS WON 121 OF
THOSE MATCHES, WHILE LOST 82 ENCOUNTERS. ONE OF
THE GAMES DIDN'T PROVIDE A RESULT.
 DEFENDING CHAMPIONS CHENNAI SUPER KINGS HAVE
WON FOUR IPL TITLES UNDER DHONI'S CAPTAINCY - IN
2010, 2011, 2018 AND 2021. THEY HAVE ALSO WON TWO CTL
TITLES - IN 2010 AND 2014 - DURING DHONI'S TENURE.
 BESIDES ROHIT SHARMA AND GAUTAM GAMBHIR, DHONI
IS THE ONLY CAPTAIN TO WIN MULTIPLE IPL TITLES. HE IS
THE JOINT-HIGHEST WITH ROHIT SHARMA IN TERMS OF
TOTAL TROPHIES - SIX.

votes in favour, 38
abstentions and five
against.
On Wednesday,
India, along with 12
other UN Security
Council members, had
abstained on a resolution by Russia on the
humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine. The UNSC
resolution failed to
pass as it did not get

the required nine yes
votes. Only Russia and
China voted in favour
of the UNSC resolution.
India had previously
abstained on two
occasions in the
Security Council and
once in the General
Assembly on resolutions on Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Punjab government.
There are nine states
which have not given permission to the CBI to investigate. These states have given
the CBI permission to probe
101 cases as of now.

TRADE, BORDER DISPUTE IN
FOCUS AS CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTER LANDS IN DELHI
New Delhi: Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, who landed in
Delhi on Thursday evening, is
expected to hold bilateral talks on
trade and the pending border dispute in Ladakh that is almost two
years old now.
Yi is scheduled to meet Foreign
Minister S. Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval on Friday.
This is the first high-level
Chinese diplomatic visit to India in
over two years since the border
dispute began between the two
countries in Eastern Ladakh.
So far, 15 rounds of militarylevel talks have taken place
between the two sides to resolve
the issue.
Yi's visit to Delhi is part of his
ongoing South Asia tour. He was in
Kabul on Thursday morning, following his participation in the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) summit in
Islamabad, where he had raked up
the Jammu and Kashmir issue.

Delhi tops with highest
pulmonary TB prevalence
per lakh population
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he prevalence of microbiologically confirmed pulmonary TB in the 15 and
above population was 316 per lakh in
the country from 2019 to 2021, with the highest prevalence of 534 per lakh population
recorded in Delhi. Kerala reported the least
cases at 115 per lakh population.
The National TB Prevalence Survey results
released on Thursday on the occasion of
World Tuberculosis Day have revealed that
the burden of TB in India is much higher than
previously estimated.
The survey was conducted from 2019 to
2021 to know the actual disease burden of TB
at the national level. The survey estimated the
prevalence of microbiologically confirmed
pulmonary TB among persons aged 15 years
and above in India at the national level, and
for 20 individual states.
The survey was conducted after a gap of 60
years. The last survey at the national level was
conducted in 1955-58.
"Prevalence of microbiologically confirmed

pulmonary tuberculosis in 15+ population in
India is 316 per 100,000 population, while the
prevalence of all forms of tuberculosis among
all age groups in India is 312 per 100,000 population," revealed the survey.
The highest prevalence for all forms of TB
was 747 per lakh (510-984) in Delhi, and the
lowest was 137 (76-198) in Gujarat.
According to the survey, the prevalence to
notification ratio of adult pulmonary tuberculosis in India is 2.84, while prevalence of TB
infection among population aged 15 and
above is 31.7 per cent.
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YOGI ELECTED LEADER, BJP STAKES
CLAIM TO FORM GOVT IN UP
Lucknow|Agencies

T

he BJP has staked claim to
form the new government
in Uttar Pradesh after Yogi
Adityanath was on
Thursday unanimously
elected as the leader of BJP's legislative party.
BJP leaders Swatantra Dev Singh,
Raghubar Das and others drove to
Governor's house on Thursday
evening after the legislative party
meeting, where Adityanath was elected the leader. A proposal to this effect
was put forward by senior BJP MLA
Suresh Khanna, which was approved
by all the legislators. UP Governor
Anandiben Patel has invited
Adityanath to form the government.
Accordingly, Adityanath will be
sworn-in as the Chief Minister for the
second consecutive term on Friday
evening. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who had been nominated as an
observer for Uttar Pradesh, was present at the party meeting along with
co-observer and former Chief

Minister of Jharkhand, Raghubar Das.
Apna Dal leader Asheesh Patel and
Nishad Party President Sanjay Nishad
also submitted their letters of support
to the Chief Minister designate on
Thursday. Addressing the legislators,
Shah said that the BJP has created
history by returning to power in the
state with a majority. "This is an
endorsement of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision and guidance, and Yogi Adityanath's competence. The BJP has brought political
stability to UP and given a sense of

security to its people," he said.
Shah further said that the people of
UP have elected Adityanath as the
Chief Minister and "we have simply
elected him as the leader of the legislative party". Speaking on the occasion, Adityanath thanked Modi, Shah,
Raghubar Das and the party leadership for his election as the leader of
BJP's legislative party.
He said that it is the first time in
recent history that a sitting Chief
Minister has been asked to continue
for a second consecutive term.

No plan to privatise Indian
Railways, asserts Minister
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

here is no plan to privatise the Indian
Railways, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Thursday, emphasising that this assurance was made by his predecessor too.
Replying to the debate in the Rajya Sabha
on the working of his Ministry, he said that it
is a complex organisation with a social obligation and the biggest challenge was capital
investment in this sector - which was sped up
after 2017 when the Rail Budget was merged
with the Union Budget.
Vaishnaw also said that till 2014, the capital
investment was only Rs 45,000 crore which
was made double in 2017 and as of now, the a
total of Rs 2,45,800 crore have been infused.
Pointing out that there is absolutely no
question of discrimination against any state,
he asked the states to work together with the
Central government for the efficient operation of railways."We will take up works of
development of rail network in your states,

you help us in land acquisition there," he
said.
About the expansion of the network, he
said that prior to 2014, the average expansion
of track laying was only 1,520 km per year but
has been brought up to 3,000 km per year
now. To the comments of Trinamool
Congress member Derek O'Brien, Viashnav
said that he gave the Vision Document but
they executed the works.

Adityanath spoke at length about
the achievements of his government
in the first term, and attributed its
success to the vision of the Prime
Minister.
Adityanath further said that despite
a misinformation campaign, the BJP
has returned to power in UP with an
overwhelming majority under the
guidance of Modi.
The legislative party meeting,
which was earlier scheduled to begin
at 4 p.m., was delayed by almost an
hour-and-a-half as Shah, Das,
Adityanath and other leaders held
another meeting at the BJP state
headquarters to iron out the irritants
in ministry formation.
According to sources, a major bone
of contention is the inclusion of
Keshav Maurya as the Deputy CM.
Though Maurya lost the elections, his
lobby is insistent on his continuing in
the post. His supporters are citing the
example of Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami, who
has been made the CM despite losing
the elections.

96 per cent beneficiaries had
been enrolled under
ONORC. Several states have
to catch up to make this 100
per cent and therefore, this
extension has been given for

another three months," said
an official. The earlier deadline of December 31, 2021
was similarly extended till
March 31, 2022 and now, it is
extended to June 30, 2022.

A

ll five Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) candidates
from Punjab for the
equal number of Rajya
Sabha seats were elected
unopposed on Thursday,
Returning Officer-cumAssembly Secretary,
Surinder Pal, said.
On the last day of withdrawing nomination papers
for the election, no candidate
withdrew the paper.
Those who have been
elected were politicians
Sandeep Kumar Pathak and
Raghav Chadha (both in the
first cycle) and ex-cricketer
Harbhajan Singh, educationist Ashok Mittal, and businessman Sanjeev Arora (all
in the second cycle).
The AAP had registered a
landslide victory in Punjab
Assembly elections 2022,
winning 92 seats in the 117-

member Assembly.
Chadha, who is the party's
Punjab affairs co-in-charge,
is a confidant of AAP's
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal. In the 2020 Delhi
Assembly elections, Chadha
won from Rajinder Nagar

Assembly constituency and
became an MLA. He is also
the Vice-Chairman of the
Delhi Jal Board. Pathak
joined the party to contribute to Kejriwal's dream of
a corruption-free India. He
has been working and
strengthening the party by

staying behind the scenes for
many years now. Famous
cricketer and former India
off-spin bowler Harbhajan
Singh played for the Indian
cricket team from 1998 to
2016 and made a special
place in the hearts of the
people of the country with

his amazing and unique
bowling.
Mittal, founder and
Chancellor of Lovely
Professional University, is
known for his work and
social service in the field of
higher education.
Born in a normal family,
Mittal achieved success on
the basis of his hard work
and ability and achieved so
much. To contribute to the
education sector in Punjab,
he established Lovely
Professional University in
Jalandhar, and it became one
of the largest universities in
India, drawing students from
more than 50 countries.
Arora, an eminent businessman of Ludhiana, runs
the Krishna Pran Breast
Cancer Charitable Trust. He
founded it after his parents
lost their lives due to cancer
and treated more than 160
cancer patients free of cost.

After meeting G-23 leaders,
Sonia seeks reports on situation
in various states
Team Absolute|New Delhi

M

ore than 200 schoolchildren, who had
assembled here to celebrate Bihar Diwas,
fell ill children after consuming food and
water supplied to them.
The three-day event commenced on Tuesday
in Gandhi Maidan in presence of Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. Schoolchildren were invited from
across the state.
I.S Thakur, the medical superintendent of
Patna Medical College and Hospital (PMCH),
confirmed the incident. Ten children have been
admitted to the hospital since Thursday morning
and their condition is stated to be stable.
"The children are complaining of diarrhea,
nausea and abdominal pain. The medical teams
of the hospital are taking care of them. They are
recovering well. The children belonged to different districts and had come to Patna," Thakur said.
Apart from food poisoning, dehydration could
be another reason for the incident, the medical
experts believe.
The students, however, claimed that the food
and water supplied to them were having bad
quality. Even the water bottles supplied to them
were inadequate. "We have been accommodated
in BN college which comes under Patna university. The accommodation facilities are very bad. We
thought that the food would be hygienic and from
reputed hotels. Unfortunately, it was not the case.

C

The food was prepared in the college and its
quality was not good. Moreover, we were given 15
bottles of water among 11 students and a teacher.
How could we survive in such a high temperature," said a teacher who comes from Madhepura
district. "I did not have the food but the majority
of my schoolmates did. They were complaints of
nausea, stomach ache, and upset stomache. It
indicates that the meals provided to us were not
hygienic," a girl student of Madhepura said.

BIRBHOOM HORROR: TRINAMOOL BLOCK
PRESIDENT ANARUL HOSSAIN ARRESTED
D

T

he government has
extended the deadline
of Aadhaar linking with
ration cards up to June 30
from March 31.
The linking of Aadhaar
cards with ration cards will
ensure that no valid beneficiary is left without his or her
due share of food grains.
Linking Aadhaar cards
with ration cards is important
in view of the benefits for the
migrant population, who are
deprived of their entitled
food grains in the place of
their temporary work place,
especially under the National
Food Security Act.
The One Nation One
Ration Card (ONORC) was
launched in August 2019 for
helping the daily wagers,
temporary workers and
migrants to avail benefits of
the subsidised food grains
from an outlet near them.
"There are 80 crore beneficiaries under this scheme. As
of mid-February, as many as

Chandigarh|Agencies

Patna|Agencies

ays after eight people
were charred to death
in the violence that
broke out after the murder of
a deputy panchayat pradhan
at Baguti village in West
Bengal's Birbhum district,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
ordered the arrest of local
Trinamool Congress leader
Anirul Hossain for his
involvement in the carnage,
besides slamming the local
police for not acting in time.
Three hours after Banerjee
ordered the arrest of
Trinamool block president
for Rampurhat-1, Anarul

Team Absolute|New Delhi

All five AAP candidates from Punjab elected to Rajya Sabha

Over 200 students fall ill after consuming
food during Patna Diwas

Kolkata|Agencies

Date extended for Aadhaar card
seeding with ration cards till June 30

Hossain, on camera while on
a visit to the site of the mayhem, Hossain was taken into
custody.
In her statement at the site,
Banerjee said, "The kin of the
victims said that they had
telephoned Anirul and asked
him to send police to Bagtui,
but he didn't."
"I want him arrested. He
can surrender, but otherwise
I want him to be arrested
immediately," she told the
Director General of Police,
Manoj Malviya, at Bagtui.
Hossain is the first
Trinamool member to be put
behind bars for the gruesome
violence that was allegedly
triggered by the killing of

deputy panchayat pradhan
Bhadu Sheikh, a local strongman.
A resident of Sandhipur in
Hooghly district, Hossain is
said to have worked as a
mason before he started his
political career with the
Congress.
In the Trinamool
Congress, he is said to have
been recognised for garnering grassroots support for the
party. He has held the block
president's post since 2018.
Banerjee also slammed the
local police for not acting in
time and said that the problem could have been averted
had the police responded to
the calls.

"Also, the management of the BN college
forced us to vacate the college as an examination
was scheduled for Thursday. Now, we have been
shifted to a makeshift tent shelter," she added.
Following the incident, Patna district administration has deployed a team of doctors at the
makeshift shelter.
The doctors present at the makeshift shelters
confirmed that more than 200 students are having health issues.

EFFORTS ON TO CONDUCT WINTER SESSION
IN NEW PARLIAMENT BUILDING: MOS
New Delhi:With plans afoot to
hold the Winter Session of
Parliament in the new building, the Union government
aims to complete the construction of the new
Parliament complex by
October this year. Kaushal
Kishore, Union Minister of
State for Housing and Urban Affairs, told reporter that efforts
are on to conduct the Winter Session of Parliament in the
new building this year. "Construction of the new Parliament
building is underway as part of the Central Vista Project, and
we are confident of completing the work by October. We are
putting in all efforts into complete the project by October so
that the Winter Session can be held at the new Parliament
building," Kishore said. Construction of the new Parliament
building has achieved 44 per cent physical progress so far."In
Covid period, the work was slowed down. Now the construction work is going at a good pace and the new
Parliament building will be ready by October," Kishore
said.n a written reply to the Rajya Sabha on March 21,
Kishore had shared the status and progress of various ongoing works under the Central Vista Master Plan.

ongress interim President Sonia
Gandhi, who has taken a proactive
role since the banner of revolt raised
by the 'G-23' group against the party's current system of working, has sought reports
from the General Secretaries and state in
charges about the political situation in the
states they handle, sources said.
A meeting of the party functionaries who
have been given state-specific responsibilities has been called on Saturday.
Gandhi, ahead of the 'Chintan Shivir'
(brain-storming camp) proposed next
month, wants these reports handy and to
put forth a plan for the revival of the party as
she has to come out and actively involve
herself in the party functioning in wake of
the dismal performance in the latest round
of Assembly elections. Though the G-23 has
not opened up about the two rounds of the
meeting with the Congress President, first
with its senior leader Ghulam Nabi Azad
and second with Manish Tewari, Anand
Sharma, and Vivek Tankha, sources say that
the group is pushing for revival of the parliamentary board and collective decision-making body, rather than giving sweeping powers to certain individuals who have been los-

ing election after elections. Reaching out the
dissidents by her meetings with G-23 leaders
to discuss the proposals mooted by them,
Gandhi is putting her best effort to put a
united face in the party. She has also been
successful in persuading the group not to
press on the leadership issue.

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA:
MODI TO INTERACT WITH
STUDENTS ON APRIL 1
New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
interaction programme
"Pariksha Pe Charcha"
with a cross-section of students and teachers from
India and abroad to beat
the exam stress will be
held on April 1. An online creative writing competition was
conducted earlier to select the participants, and around
15.7 lakh participants registered for the creative writing
competition, as per an official statement. This event has
been organised for the last four years by the Department of
School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education. The
first three editions of the programme were held in Delhi in
a town-hall interactive format. The fourth edition was held
online on April 7, 2021. The first edition of the interaction
programme with school and college students was held here
at Talkatora Stadium on February 16, 2018, and the second
edition was organised in January 2019.

CHANGE OF NAME
I Kuldeep Singh S/o
Pyara Singh, resi. H.No.
101,102 guru kripa plaza
opp. Vishal shadi
Hall,Teh. Huzur Dis.
Bhopal that my passport
No. is M159901 In which
my name is written
Kuldeep Singh Pyara
Singh which is not correct. My real name is
Kuldeep Singh Father's
name Pyara Singh.
Which is recorded in my
Aadhar card, my photo
in my passport is without turban, at present I
have kept the hair and
started tying the turban.(is in Sikh form) I
want to get my new
photo name Kuldeep
Singh Father's name
Pyara Singh written in
my passport.
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'BATTLE ROYALE:' SC ORDERS TRANSFERS ALL
CASES AGAINST MUMBAI EX-TOP COP TO CBI
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

erming the legal clash
between former Mumbai
Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh and former Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh as "battle
royale", the Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered a CBI probe into
all cases lodged against Singh by
the Maharashtra Police.
Emphasising that an impartial
probe into the matter is required, it
clarified that it is not revoking
Singh's suspension, and also, if
there were any FIRs registered
against Singh in future, then these
will also be transferred to the CBI.
A bench of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and MM Sundresh
said the CBI must hold an impartial probe in all the aspects of the
matter and examine whether the
allegations in the FIRs have any
truth or not.
"What is the truth, who is at
fault... How does such a scenario
come to prevail is something
which investigation must get into.
CBI must hold an impartial inquiry

into all these aspects," it said.
It directed the Maharashtra
Police to hand over all the cases,
which includes 5 FIRs and two
PEs, to the CBI within a week and
render all assistance to the central
agency in its probe into the cases
against Singh.
Justice Kaul observed that a very
murky affair is going on amid echelons of power on who should
investigate the matter.
"The exigencies in the advancement of principles of justice
require the investigation to be
transferred to CBI... We are not
saying the appellant is a whistleblower or anyone involved in this
case is washed with milk," the
bench noted.
It also stressed that the objective
is to embolden and gain people's
confidence in the police and this is
not a reflection on Maharashtra
Police. "The troubling situation
arising at the higher echelons has
been presented before us," said the
bench.
Senior advocate Darius
Khambata, representing the
Maharashtra government, vehe-

mently argued that cases should
not be transferred to the CBI, as it
will be very demoralising for the
state police.
During the hearing, the bench
observed: "The murky churning
from the battle royale between
then Home Minister and the then
Police Commissioner has given
rise to these unfortunate proceedings on which we have commented before."
Senior advocate Puneet Bali,
representing Singh, submitted that
CBI should probe all the cases registered against his client, and not
the state police on which he does
not have faith, even though he
headed the same.
The bench noted, "We are of the
view that the state itself should
have allowed CBI to carry the
investigation." It clarified that the
court was commenting on the
merits of the allegations, as it does
not want to influence the investigation.
"The high court (Bombay) has
treated this as a service dispute
which it is not and thus, we set
aside the HC verdict."

No terror threat inputs to IPL-2022,
says Mumbai Police
Mumbai Police on Thursday said
that no intelligence inputs or information have been received of any
alleged terror threats to the upcoming IPL-2022 cricket matches scheduled in the city from March 26.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

umbai Police on Thursday said
that no intelligence inputs or
information have been received of
any alleged terror threats to the upcoming
IPL-2022 cricket matches scheduled in the
city from March 26.
Deputy Commissioner of Police Sanjay
Latkar denied reports in some sections of
media, that terror groups have carried out
recce of the venues of the IPL matches or

the hotels where the players are staying,
posing grave risks to the tournament.
"We have made adequate security arrangements at the Hotel Trident, the Wankhede
Stadium and the route between the two
spots (around 1.5 km)," said DCP Latkar.
Certain media reports earlier in the day
claimed that terror groups have conducted
a recce of the hotel, the stadium and the
route with plans to strike, but the Mumbai
Police has officially clarified the status and
ruled out such a possibility.

Singh is facing multiple cases of
extortion, corruption, and misconduct, and was removed from the
post of Mumbai Police chief over
his alleged mishandling of the
Antilia bomb scare case.
The bench was hearing a plea by
Singh against the Bombay High
Court judgment passed in
September last year, dismissing his
plea challenging the two inquiries
ordered by the Home Ministry for
allegedly violating service rules
and corruption charges, as nonmaintainable. In November, last
year, the apex court granted protection from arrest to Singh in
criminal cases lodged against him.
Singh had claimed that inquiries
were initiated against him after he
accused Deshmukh of ordering
(now arrested) police officer
Sachin Vaze to collect money from
bars and restaurants to the tune of
Rs 100 crore. Singh claimed the
Home Department resorted to a
witch hunt after he refused to
withdraw his letter (written last
year) to Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, where he had made the
corruption allegations.

Mumbai, Friday, March 25, 2022

Phone snooping row: Maha Congress chief
slaps Rs 500 cr libel suit on IPS officer
Congress' Maharashtra unit President Nana F. Patole has
filed a defamation case of Rs 500 crore against senior
IPS officer and a former State Intelligence Department
(SID) chief Rashmi Shukla for illegally tapping his phone.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

C

ongress' Maharashtra
unit President Nana F.
Patole has filed a
defamation case of Rs 500
crore against senior IPS officer
and a former State
Intelligence Department
(SID) chief Rashmi Shukla for
illegally tapping his phone.
Patole said it was necessary
to get to the bottom of the
matter and find out who is
"the mastermind of the plot"
enacted by Shukla - currently
the Additonal DGP, CRPF,
Hyderabad. The suit has been
filed before the Nagpur
District and Sessions Court
alleging harassment and
blackmailing of people by
snooping into their private
lives and to dig out the person/s behind the conspiracy,
he added.Shukla, when she
was the Pune Police
Commissioner in 2016-2017,
had ordered the illegal tapping of various politicians,

including Patole, who was
shown as a drug dealer with
the name of 'Amjad Khan'.
"When I raised the matter in
the Maharashtra Legislature,
an inquiry committee was
appointed Shukla guilty.
Later, the Pune police have
registered a case against her,"
said Patole. However, though
the police , Patole said that his
"personal and public image
has been severely damaged
and can never be repaired",
compelling him to file the
defamation suit through the
appropriate legal channels.
He said that illegal phonetapping is a serious crime and
can be done only with special

permission to investigate serious cases or drug-trafficking."We had nothing to do
with such activities and it was
a violation of our individual
freedom and other rights. The
then Bharatiya Janata Party
government in the state conspired against me to trap in
fake cases and systematically finish off my political
career by misusing the government machinery," Patole
said. Besides Patole, the
phones of other prominent
leaders like Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut, NCP leader
Eknath Khadse and others in
the MVA government were
spied upon unauthorisedly,
when Shukla was the SID
head.Top MVA leaders have
also said the illegal phone
tapping activities were carried out when the three parties were involved in the
government formation exercise after the October 2018
Assembly elections which
left the BJP out of power.

Post-polls, BJP unleashes 'monster'
of fuel price hikes: Shiv Sena
Attacking the Centre over the
spiralling inflation, Shiv Sena
on Thursday said Bharatiya
Janata Party has unleashed
the 'monster' of fuel prices
hike to bulldoze the common
masses after the Assembly
elections ended in five states
this month.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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ttacking the Centre over the
spiralling inflation, Shiv Sena
on Thursday said Bharatiya
Janata Party has unleashed the 'monster' of fuel prices hike to bulldoze
the common masses after the
Assembly elections ended in five
states this month.
Prior to the elections in Uttar

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa
and Punjab, the Centre had decided
to defer any hikes in prices of fuel or
cooking, but after the polls, the BJP
has revealed its true colours.
"The Opposition parties had even
warned that the situation would
change after the elections... But the
government raked up issues like
'hijab', 'Pakistan', 'Hindu-Muslims',
etc., and blocked the minds of the

people who voted overwhelmingly
for the BJP," said the Sena. In sharp
edits in the party newspapers
'Saamana' and 'Dopahar Ka
Saamana', the Sena said that after the
polls, the government has resorted to
the old adage, "once our work is
done, the need is over" and uncorked
the demons of fuel price hikes on the
unsuspecting masses. "Even if the
people are jolted awake now, what's
the use... Once their votes are taken,
their utility is also over, at least for the
time being... The Opposition's apprehensions on this count proved to be
true," said the edits. The Sena pointed at the latest series of hikes of
petrol-diesel, and also domestic
cooking gas cylinders (14 kg) touching nearly Rs 1,000, and commercial
gas cylinders (19 kg) at almost Rs
2,000. The voters in the four states
'donated' power to the BJP which has

reciprocated with a 'gift' of inflation
by snatching away whatever money
was left in the peoples' pockets. "This
has been the policy of the government of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi... When elections are due, fuel
prices are kept on hold, once the
polling is over, they hike rates in an
inhuman manner on the public,"
slammed the Sena. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman even said that
her government was more successful
in checking inflation compared with
the previous UPA government, but
blamed the latest hikes on the
Russia-Ukraine war. The government
even announced that it had managed
to procure cheaper fuel from Russia
though the global prices were skyrocketing, yet it crushed the people
with the increase in prices of fuels
here since the election season is over,
said the Sena.

YOUTUBE EXPANDS HEALTH FEATURES IN INDIA Stamp duty: Bill passed to provide
relief to investors in Maharashtra

Google-owned YouTube on Thursday announced the roll-out of two
new features: health source information panels and health content
shelves to help people access videos from verified sources more easily.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

G

oogle-owned YouTube on
Thursday announced the
roll-out of two new features:
health source information panels
and health content shelves to help
people access videos from verified
sources more easily.
The new features, which will be
available in English and Hindi, will
enable wider reach, the company
said in a statement.
The health source information
panel will provide context to help
viewers identify videos from
authoritative sources. These health
labels will show up under videos
from accredited health organisations and government entities, so
viewers can better evaluate the
source of information and distinguish credible health content on

YouTube.
Health content shelves will more
effectively highlight videos from
authoritative sources when viewers
search for specific health topics.
For example, when users search for
specific health conditions such as
heart disease, breast cancer among
many others, a new content shelf
in search will surface videos related to the relevant health topic from
accredited health organisations
and government entities. These
shelves are intended to visually
separate and highlight authoritative videos in search.
"Video can help make complicated,
clinical topics understandable and
accessible in ways that text simply
cannot," said Dr. Garth Graham,
Director and Global Head of
Healthcare and Public Health,
YouTube, in a statement.

"YouTube has the potential to
transform how healthcare
providers inform, educate, and
motivate people to live healthier
lives. We remain committed to our
mission to provide equitable
access to highly authoritative
health information that is evidence-based, culturally relevant
and engaging," he added.
YouTube has become an indispensable part of the lives of millions of
Indians. But the need for credible
information that addressed widespread misinformation was felt
more during the pandemic.
Recognising the need, YouTube
created a destination for users to
find reliable content in more than
eight Indian languages from
authoritative sources featuring
content from the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, leading

hospitals and popular creators.
Since February 2020, YouTube's
information panels and efforts to
help users find authoritative Covid
information across the platform's
homepage have been shown more
than 250 billion times in India.
According to Oxford Economics
Impact Report 2021, 69 per cent of
users said that YouTube has been
a reliable source of information
since the start of the Covid-19
pandemic. YouTube Health also
partnered with leading health
organisations, as well as with clinicians and creators, and continued to increase the accessibility of
high quality health content on the
platform. Besides information
around Covid, YouTube Health
also launched health panels for
depression and anxiety from
authoritative sources.

As per existing norms, if an investor
buys and sells the flat within a year,
the investor gets concession in stamp
duty. However, most real estate projects are getting completed in three
years and the number of investors
availing the benefits is very minimal.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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o boost the real estate sector and to
provide relief to the investors, the
Legislative Assembly on Wednesday
passed a bill proposing to extend the
duration to avail the stamp duty benefits
from one year to three years.
As per existing norms, if an investor
buys and sells the flat within a year, the
investor gets concession in stamp duty.
However, most real estate projects are

getting completed in three years and the
number of investors availing the benefits
is very minimal.
"In the wake of the pandemic, the
investors need to be given some relief. If
the current one-year duration is extended
to three years, then not just the real
estate sector will get a boost but there
will also be a rise in the sale of the houses which will lead to increasing the government's revenue," said Revenue
Minister Balasaheb Thorat.

MAHARASHTRA APPROVES SPECIAL COURTS Maharashtra Assembly passes bill to make
TO SPEED UP CASES OF WOMEN, CHILDREN
Marathi mandatory in official works
"The bill has been
introduced with an
aim to conduct trials
without delay in
cases of certain
offences against
women and children," said the
Maharashtra's
State Home
Minister.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra
Assembly on
Thursday unanimously passed a bill that aims to
establish special courts to

ensure speedy trial of
offences against women
and children under the
Shakti Act.
State Home Minister Dilip
Walse Patil tabled the bill,
titled 'The Maharashtra
Exclusive Special Courts
(for certain offences against
women and children under
Shakti Law), 2020', in the
House.
"The bill has been introduced with an aim to conduct trials without delay in
cases of certain offences
against women and children...As per the bill, exclusive special courts can be
set up or existing courts can
be given that rank depending upon the situation,"

Patil said. The bill, among
other provisions, provides
for appointing special public prosecutor for conducting trials and forming special police teams to probe
the offences.
It was first tabled in the
House on December 14,
2020 and sent to the joint
select committee of the
state legislature for discussion. The Shakti Criminal
Laws (Maharashtra
Amendment) Bill, which
provides for stricter punishment, including death
penalty, for crimes against
women, was passed unanimously by both the Houses
of the legislature in
December last year.

With the passing of the bill, any (local) authority, be it established by the
state government or the central government or (state-run) corporations, will
have to use Marathi while interacting with people and in internal works too
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

bill was passed in
Maharashtra Assembly making the Marathi language
mandatory for officials working
under civic bodies, corporations,
and local authorities. State minister Subhash Desai said the introduction of the bill was necessitated
as the Maharashtra Official
Language Act, 1964 did not make it
mandatory for the local authorities
to use Marathi in their official
works.

With the passing of the bill, any
(local) authority, be it established
by the state government or the
central government or (state-run)
corporations, will have to use
Marathi while interacting with
people and in internal works too.
Additionally, the use of English or
Hindi by local authorities for certain government works like communicating with foreign ambassadors has been allowed.
This month only, the state assembly also approved a law that made
it mandatory for all shops and

establishments to have Marathi
written in the Devanagari script on
their signboards. The bill said that
the font size of the lettering in
Marathi-Devanagari should not be
smaller than the font size of letters
in any other language that is used
on the signage.
In 2017, the Maharashtra government had made it compulsory for
all shops and establishments in
the state to have signboards in
Marathi and in the Devanagari
script. However, some establishments (less than 10 workers) tried

to evade this rule. In some cases,
while the name was mentioned in
capital letters in English, the signage in Marathi was in the smaller
case. The new Act has mandated
that even those shops employing
less than 10 workers will need signage in Marathi. The establishments can have any other language and script on their name
boards. The law also stipulates that
no establishment where liquor is
served or sold shall have a name
board in the name of legends,
icons, or forts.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

YOGI 2.0 TO PROMOTE SPORTS

T

he Yogi Adityanath government, in its second term, will focus on the promotion of
sports in Uttar Pradesh. A fund of Rs 500
crore will be earmarked for promoting sports
activities. According to a state government
spokesman, on the lines of a national talent
search scheme, Uttar Pradesh will also start
scouting sports talent across Uttar Pradesh.
Special focus will be on nurturing female sports
talent. All set to launch "state sports talent search
and development scheme"', the government will
provide a financial assistance of up to Rs 5 lakhs
under it. Over the past five years, the state government has made significant contributions in
promoting sports and has been able to foster
sports culture. Sharing the details of the work
done to encourage higher participation of
women players, sports officials said that just
before pandemic, in 2019, a total of 522 sports
training camps were organised in the state out of
which 109 were dedicated only for training
women participants. Augmenting the sports
infrastructure further, the directorate created 44
hostels for providing training in 16 different
sports across 19 districts. Moreover, the 18 players
who bagged medals in the Commonwealth
Games were given cash reward amounting to
about Rs 2.60 crore. Similarly, Asian Games
medal holders received cash rewards up to Rs
3.90 crore. Realising the importance of setting up
standard size sports stadiums, more than three
dozen stadiums were built in the state under the
Khelo India scheme. Sports infrastructure was
being readied in rural parts of the state. During
one such state sponsored campaign (khoob
khelo, khoob padho pakhwada), the amount
given for procuring sports kits was increased
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,500. The first sports university was established in Uttar Pradesh in January
last year in Meerut and was named after the legendary hockey player Major Dhyan Chand
with a budget of Rs 700 crore.

absolute edit
WITHERING OF POLITICAL, ADMINISTRATIVE SET
UP GAVE WAY TO KASHMIR TERROR AGENDA
Deepika Bhan

A

s 'The Kashmir Files' continues to rock the nation,
several accounts of the
period have come to the
fore leading to divergent
debates. A veteran journalist, who
has covered Jammu and Kashmir in
and out for over five decades, has
much to reveal. In a two-part series,
87-year-old doyen Brij Bhardwaj
narrates the build-up to the rise of
militancy in Kashmir, breakdown of
the administration, political
intrigues and the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits.
Bhardwaj, as a journalist of a
leading national daily, was first
posted in Kashmir in 1971 and
closely watched the several ups and
downs and the slide of the political
and administrative pillars of
democracy in the erstwhile state.
He says terrorism in the valley is
the direct outcome of the sustained
failure of the political and administrative set up at the Centre and the
state. "Rather than putting all the
blame on Pakistan and the separatist elements in the valley, the
internal failures of those in governance are more responsible," the
veteran journalist told author.
Reminiscing of the back-to-back
political events that happened over
the five decades, he says that the
political class led the valley into an
abyss.
Political Quagmire
"As a journalist, I saw events
unfolding before my eyes. Twice the
National Conference and the
Congress entered into accord, once
between Sheikh Abdullah and
Indira Gandhi in 1975 and then
between Farooq Abdullah and Rajiv
Gandhi in 1986. But the fact is that
there was never trust between the
two," says Bhardwaj.
"After Sheikh died, his son Farooq
became the natural successor.
However, a continued tussle within
the clan of Sheikh saw Farooq and
his brother-in-law Ghulam
Mohammad Shah enter into a bitter

power struggle and finally Shah
became the Chief Minister in 1984
and held the reins for two years.
"Shah's two years were tumultuous and he came to be known as
the curfew Chief Minister. It was
during his tenure that the first
organised attacks were carried out
against the Kashmiri Pandits in
January 1986 in South Kashmir.
Shah was dismissed by Governor
Jagmohan (during his first tenure -April 26, 1984, to July 11, 1989).
"Then, there was Mufti Mohd
Sayeed, who's political career
spanned different parties -- from
splinter groups to Congress, the
Janata Dal, and back to the
Congress and finally he formed the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).
For some time Mufti was keeping
tabs on Sheikh Abdullah. This
added to the rivalries in Kashmir.
"So much was happening behind
the scenes and politically it was
becoming muddied day by day. The
leaders just wanted to be in power
by whatever means. There was
political uncertainty most of the
time in the state. And the general
people were getting affected by this.
A kind of feeling was percolating
down that they don't have a choice;
everything was done from the
Centre. The leaders were saying one
thing in Srinagar and another in
Delhi, which was deepening the
wedge," he says.
Rigged Polls & Rise of Militancy
The elections in the valley were
hardly fair, especially in the rural
areas, says Bhardwaj.
"The elections in the valley were
always perceived to be rigged. The
common people knew that elections were hardly held freely, except
those held when late Morarji Desai
was the Prime Minister in 1977. The
blow came in 1987 when the
Muslim United Front (MUF) contested the elections. It was a coalition of Islamic Kashmiri Parties and
was perceived to have a lot of public
support, which unnerved the established and veteran politicians. The
elections were badly rigged, and
this time it happened in Srinagar

also and that too massively. The
people didn't like it.
"I remember a relative of Farooq
Abdullah beat up an MUF candidate, who later became a top militant leader and is in Pakistan today.
All those MUF candidates who lost
the election later became militants.
And the rise of present day militancy in Kashmir started here after. I
saw it all."The state governments
continued to be regularly dismissed
and reinstated. It was endless.
During the V.P. Singh government,
Mufti Mohd Sayeed became the
Union Home Minister and Farooq
Abdullah was the Chief Minister, the
militancy actually began full throttled. Kidnappings became the order
of the day and a lot of people were
felled by the terrorists.
Administration was dwindling."
Withering Administration
Bhardwaj says that if the political
set up is always in dire straits, then
the administrative setu-p gets
affected badly.
"There was so much corruption
in the state. All those who used to
come on deputation here would
leave with fortunes. The local
administration was also deep in the
corrupt net. There was no check
anywhere. "When hijacking of the
Indian Airlines plane from Srinagar
to Lahore took place in January
1971, which was the first militant
act, they were helped by some personnel in the security forces. When
many youths were crossing the LoC
for arms training in PoK, who was
turning a blind eye and why? It was
corruption. Had the political class
been firm such things would not
have been initiated.
"Farooq Abdullah was not an able
administrator and he faulted. He let
everything on loose. But it was
Jagmohan who gave the major blow
to the set up. He changed the
appointment rule in the sense that
after considerable thought the
Centre had a formula of 50 per cent
cadre of IAS and IPS from the
Centre and 50 per cent were promoted from the local officers' network. But he changed it to 75-25 per

CHINA TO RAMP UP ARMS
EXPORTS TO PAKISTAN
Islamabad|Agencies

C

hina has decided to increase its arms
exports to Pakistan and take a major leap
in its defence cooperation with Pakistan,
initiating sale of arms ranging from stealth
fighters to submarines, a move viewed as
Beijings attempt to inflict more pressure on its
border dispute rival India.
China is aiming to increase its defence
expansion in South Asia, which would further
multiply its influence in the region. It should be
noted that China's increase in defence cooperation comes at a time when the US and Europe
are focused on the deteriorating situation arising out of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
"Beijing stands ready to provide assistance
within its capacity to Pakistan to overcome difficulties and recover its economy," said Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi during his visit to
Islamabad as a special guest representative in

the OIC (Organization of Islamic Cooperation)
Conference of Foreign Ministers (CFM). Earlier
this month, China delivered six J-10CE fighter
jets to Pakistan as part of its defence cooperation. The J-10CE jets were also part of the
Pakistan Day parade in Islamabad on
Wednesday, in which Pakistan showcased its
military strength. J-10CE is a 4.5-generation
fighter jet, the make of which is among F-15s

SEOUL CONDUCTS MISSILE
DRILLS IN RETALIATORY
MOVE AGAINST N.KOREA
Seoul: South Korea's armed forces conducted a joint livefire exercise on Thursday involving some of its key missiles
in a retaliatory move against North Korea, according to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). The military shot the missiles
from ground, sea and air from around the East Sea hours
after the North launched an intercontinental ballistic missile into the sea, Yonhap News Agency quoted the JCS as
saying. Assets mobilised were a Hyunmoo-2 ground-toground missile and one Army Tactical Missile System
(ATACMS) missile as well as a Haesung-II ship-to-ground
missile and two JDAM air-to-surface missiles, it said.
The drills were aimed at sending a clear counterforce message to North Korea. The JCS said the South's military is
keeping a close eye on the North's military activities.
"It has been confirmed that in case of North Korea's missile
launch, (we) have the ability and posture to precisely strike
the origin of the missile launch and command and support
facilities at any time." It added that the North's ICBM firing
amid its rejection of a dialogue offer is a "serious challenge"
to the South's military and its alliance with the US.
The North's latest launch came four days after it fired four
artillery shots into the Yellow Sea, apparently using multiple rocket launchers, from Sukchon, north of Pyongyang.
Last week, the North unsuccessfully fired an apparent longrange rocket system. In January, Pyongyang made a veiled
threat to lift its voluntary moratorium on strategic weapons
tests that it declared in April 2018 amid nuclear diplomacy
with Seoul and Washington.

and F-35 stealth fighters in terms of capacity.
Pakistan has also added at least 50 new JF-17
fighters, developed jointly with China. It is pertinent to mention that China's increased
defence cooperation with Pakistan is directly
linked to India's recently acquired Russian S400 missile defence system. China's increased
defence cooperation with Pakistan is being seen
as a response to potential threat from Indian air
operations.China is also facilitating Pakistan's
naval capacity and capabilities as Islamabad
inducted a Chinese-built Type 054 frigate,
designed for anti-surface, anti-air and anti-submarine warfare, with an aim to counter potential Indian threat of clouting important IndiaPacific sea lanes. It has been reported that
Pakistan is also planning to purchase eight submarines from China, which Pakistan is positioning as the backbone of its navy. It has also been
stated that at least four will be built in China,
while the remaining will be built in Pakistan.

cent ratio which weakened the
whole system. Local representation
was reduced. And when the militant
movement began, there was a complete breakdown of administration.
The police force was in place but
there were no local officials, which
meant that the connect was not
there. "Mirwaiz Farooq, an important religious leader for the
Kashmiri Muslims, was shot dead
on May 21, 1990 at his home... His
body was brought to the police station for autopsy, but a huge crowd
stormed the police station and took
it away in a huge procession. A head
constable who was unnerved by the
crowd fired on the procession.
Mirwaiz's
coffin was
also rid-

"But the administration and the
political system, whether at the
Centre or state, had completely
collapsed in Jammu & Kashmir in
late 1988s," laments the veteran
journalist.

Moscow|Agencies
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xperts from the
Russian Armed Forces
have revealed new evidence of the involvement of
the US Department of
Defence (DOD) in the
development of biological
weapons in Ukraine.
Addressing a briefing,

London|Agencies

T

international

Defence Ministry official
Igor Konashenkov said that
Russian experts on radiation, chemical and biological protection, in the course
of studying documents,
revealed new facts proving
the direct involvement of
the DOD in the development of biological weapons
components in Ukraine, RT

 Portuguese Prime
Minister Antonio
Costa presented the
new formation of
the country's government, which has
been accepted by
President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa.

P
- it denies any state involvement with the group, while
also maintaining it does not
legally exist because private
military contractors are illegal in Russia, BBC reported.
It is believed to be funded
by Yevgeny Prigozhin, a rich
businessman with links to
Putin. But Prigozhin has

always denied any connection with Wagner. nnouncing
the new sanctions UK
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss
said: "Putin should be under
no illusions - we are united
with our allies and will keep
tightening the screw on the
Russian economy to help
ensure he fails in Ukraine.

News reported.
In the near future, the
Ministry will publish original documents that demonstrate that the Pentagon
developed and approved
the U-Pi-2 biological project, the official added.
According to
Konashenkov, the main goal
of this project was to conduct a molecular analysis of
especially dangerous infections that are endemic to
Ukraine.
"This work involved sampling the pathogen in old
cattle burial grounds in
order to obtain new strains
of anthrax." Earlier, Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said
that Russia would require
consideration of the issue of
biological laboratories in
Ukraine within the framework of the convention on
the prohibition of biological
and toxin weapons.

Portuguese PM
presents new govt

Lisbon|Agencies

"hired thugs" in her statement on the new sanctions saying they, alongside oligarchs and businesses, are
"complicit in the murder of
innocent civilians and it is
right they pay the price".
Officially there are no ties
between the Wagner Group
and the Russian government

(..To be Continued... )

Russia reveals new evidence of US' involvement
in making biological weapons in Ukraine

UK sanctions Wagner Group
known as Putin's private army
he UK has announced it
will be sanctioning the
Wagner Group, BBC
reported.The organisation is
a group of mercenaries that
was first identified in 2014
when it was backing proRussian separatists in the
conflict in eastern Ukraine.
Since then, it has been
involved in other regions too,
including Syria,
Mozambique, Sudan, and the
Central Asian Republic. The
paramilitary group has been
described as Vladimir Putin's
private army. It's been
warned that the group has
been tasked with assassinating Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, BBC
reported.
UK Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss described the group as

dled with bullets and then it was
propagated by the vested interests
that the Indian security officials
killed Mirwaiz, which was not the
case. Had the administration been
in place and working systematically,
a strong leadership would not have
let this happen.

ortuguese Prime
Minister Antonio Costa
presented the new formation of the country's government, which has been
accepted by President
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa.
With 17 Ministers and 38
Secretaries of State, the 23rd
Portuguese government will
have a reduction of 20 per
cent compared to the previous one that ended last year,

reports Xinhua news
agency.The new government
will be the first in the history
of Portuguese democracy
with more female ministers
than males, with the highlight on the new Minister of
National Defence, Helena
Carreiras, who will be the
first woman to assume the
position. said that the new
government has a "strong
political core" and is made
up of people "with diverse
experiences in Portuguese
society", namely in academia and the business world.
The inauguration of the new
ministers is expected to take
place on March 30.
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PREPARE FROM NOW, THERE SHOULD BE NO SHORTAGE
MP GOVT TO WAIVE OFF MANDI OF COAL FOR ELECTRICITY IN RAINY SEASON
TAX TO BOOST EXPORT OF WHEAT
Mumbai, Friday, March 25, 2022

 WHEAT OF MADHYA
PRADESH WILL NOW BE
AVAILABLE IN GLOBAL
MARKET: CM
 CHOUHAN HOLDS MEETING
WITH UNION MINISTER
PIYUSH GOYAL AND WHEAT
EXPORTERS IN DELHI
 CHIEF MINISTER TAKES
MANY IMPORTANT DECISIONS AFTER THE MEETING

The Madhya Pradesh government has decided not to levy tax on export
of wheat produced in the state, and traders will be allowed to purchase
wheat anywhere in the state on single license, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Thursday.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

he Madhya Pradesh government has decided not to levy
tax on export of wheat produced in the state, and traders will
be allowed to purchase wheat anywhere in the state on single license,
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Thursday.
Chouhan, who was in Delhi on
Thursday to meet Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal to discuss the
wheat export issue, said: "There will
be no mandi tax imposed on wheat
exported from Madhya Pradesh.
The government will provide all
possible facilities to the exporters."
He further stated that the
exporters were allowed to buy wheat
from mandis and also directly from
the farmers. He also said that the

T

Railway Board has ensured to provide racks for wheat export.
"If the exporters need space to set
up export houses in major mandis,
they will be provided space at concession rates," he added.
The chief minister informed that
production of wheat in Madhya
Pradesh has reached up to 1.29
crore MT.
He said the wheat of Madhya
Pradesh has credibility. Online auction process is available in the market and exporters will be able to buy
wheat by registering with a local
person. For value addition and quality certification of wheat, infrastruc-

ture, lab facilities will be made available to the exporters in major mandis of the state."We have tried to
provide all the facilities that the
exporters asked for. I am sure that
these decisions will increase exports
and our farmers of Madhya Pradesh
will be benefited," Chouhan added.
Chouhan had held a review meeting with his cabinet ministers and
senior officials on Wednesday, and
instructed that there should be no
shortcomings in the arrangements
for wheat procurement.
He said that export of wheat
should be promoted and it should
be procured keeping in mind the

new provisions of Rabi Registration
2022-23.Notably, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan held a meeting with the Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Piyush Goyal and
wheat exporters in New Delhi on
Thursday and discussed about the
increase in international export of
quality wheat from Madhya
Pradesh. Chouhan said that at present, view of the increase in the
prices of food grains at the international level, the state government
and wheat exporters should make
combined efforts to ensure that
farmers of the state get maximum
benefits. He said that with our joint
efforts, wheat of Madhya Pradesh
would spread its luster in the global
mandis.Chouhan said that production of wheat in Madhya Pradesh is
the strength of the state, it has to be
exported all over the world. For this
we have taken some important decisions. Mandi tax will not be levied
on the wheat that will be exported
from the state. Every facility will be
made available to the exporters
through the Export Cell in Bhopal.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

here should be no
shortage of coal for the
production of electricity
in the rainy season. Prepare
well from now onwards. Store
coal as needed. There is no
shortage of money. Energy
Minister Pradyuman Singh
Tomar gave these instructions during the review of the
works of Madhya Pradesh
Power Generating Company.
He said that give information
about the preparations being
made in every 15 days.
Tomar said that every
effort should be made to
increase the production of
electricity. Tripping should
be minimized in power generation plants. Try to keep
the heat rate of the plants

T

low. He said that an action
plan should be made for cent
percent utilisation of ash
from thermal power plants.
The Energy Minister said
that annual maintenance of
thermal power and hydro
power units should be done
in a quality manner at the
stipulated time. Negligence at
any level will not be tolerated. Try to minimise commercial losses.
Principal Secretary Energy
Sanjay Dubey informed that
recruitments on about 900
vacancies of Junior Engineer
in power companies are
being done through Staff
Selection Board. Soon the
advertisement will be issued
by the board. He said that the
recruitment to the posts of
Assistant Engineer will be

done on the basis of the
scores of 'GATE' (Graduate
Aptitude Test in
Engineering). There will be
no provision for interview for
this.Tomar instructed to fill
the vacant posts of Assistant
Engineer within the time
limit. He said that as per
requirement, the services of
retired officers can also be
taken on contract. Shri
Tomar reviewed the Thermal
Power Plant Sarni, Shri
Singaji Khandwa and Sanjay
Gandhi Birsinghpur and all
hydropower stations.
The MD of the generating
company Manjit Singh gave
information about various
points through a presentation. Chief Engineer and
other officers were present at
the meeting.

Every grain of wheat of farmers
will be purchased: Chief Minister

Teachers Will Develop the Ability in Students: Parmar

Team Absolute|Bhopal

T

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that every grain of
wheat produced by the farmers will be purchased. He also
gave necessary instructions to
the officers regarding speedy
sale and milling of paddy.
Chouhan was reviewing Rabi
procurement and disposal
and milling of stored paddy at
Mantralaya. Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Bisahulal
Singh, Cooperatives and
Public Service Management
Minister Arvind Singh
Bhadauria, Chief Secretary
Iqbal Singh Bains and other
departmental officers were
present. Chouhan said that
there should be no shortcomings in the arrangements for
wheat procurement.

Godowns should be arranged
for storage. He said that
export of wheat should be
promoted. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that wheat
should be procured keeping
in mind the new provisions of
Rabi Registration 2022-23. He
said that the wheat of Madhya
Pradesh has its own identity
in the country. Chouhan said
that there is a system of regis-

tration through biometric verification at wheat procurement centers. Along with this,
arrangement has also been
made for nominee in registrations. Arrangements have also
been made for registration of
Aadhaar-less, old and physically challenged farmers.
Provision has been made for
slot booking in place of SMS
in the new system.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

he Minister of State for School
Education (Independent
Charge) and General
Administration Inder Singh Parmar
said that teachers will play an important role in developing the ability in
the students to counter the crime with
the understanding of good and bad.
Parmar was addressing the State Level
Training Workshop of the
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights in the auditorium of Career
Law College.
Parmar said that if children have
any contact with any institution after
their family, it is school. Teachers play
an important role in the personality
Development of the students in the
school. Parmar urged all the teachers
through the workshop to go to their
area and develop awareness about
child rights among the students as
well as the parents. He said that a
child who is aware of his rights and
mentally strong becomes the best citi-

zen.Parmar launched the "Bal Bol"
app of the Commission for Protection
of Child Rights and the song "Bal
Adhikar" to make children aware of
child rights. In collaboration with the
State Education Centre, a workshop
was held to make master trainers on
serious topics like Right to Education,
Child Safety, Mental Health of

Children and Cyber Crime.
Member of the Commission Brijesh
Chauhan threw light on the purpose
of the workshop and the expected
results. He said that in the new education policy, all the teachers would
learn from the workshop and give
mental health benefits to the children.
The app developed to receive com-

"Crossing Lakshman Rekha:" Row Over CM PLANTED ASHOKA
Officer's "The Kashmir Files" Tweets SAPLING IN NEW DELHI
 IN ONE OF THE TWEETS,
NIYAZ KHAN URGED MAKERS
OF "THE KASHMIR FILES" TO
ALSO MAKE A FILM ON THE
"KILLINGS OF LARGE NUMBER OF MUSLIMS ACROSS
SEVERAL STATES" IN INDIA,
AND SAID MEMBERS OF THIS
MINORITY COMMUNITY ARE
"NOT INSECTS, BUT CITIZENS
OF THE COUNTRY."
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he Madhya Pradesh government
will issue a notice to IAS officer
Niyaz Khan, who had posted controversial tweets on the recently released
movie "The Kashmir Files", state Home

Minister Narottam Mishra said on
Wednesday.
In one of the tweets, Mr Khan, who is
deputy secretary with the MP Public
Works Department, had last week urged
makers of "The Kashmir Files" to also
make a film on the "killings of large
number of Muslims across several
states" in India, and said members of
this minority community are "not
insects, but citizens of the country."
Talking to reporters here on
Wednesday, Mishra said, "I have seen
Khan's tweets. This is a serious issue...he
is crossing and violating the lakshman
rekha (limit) set for (government) officials...the state government will issue a
show-cause notice to him and seek his
reply." Khan had also said that he was
planning to write a book highlighting
the "massacre of Muslims" so that a
movie like "The Kashmir Files" could be
produced by someone to bring the "pain
and suffering of minorities" before

Indians.Later, had also appealed to "The
Kashmir Files" producer to transfer all
earnings from the movie for the education of the children of Kashmiri Pandits
and construction of homes for them in
Kashmir. After his tweets became viral,
the film's director, Vivek Agnihotri, had
sought an appointment with Khan for
"exchanging ideas."Later, state Medical
Education Minister Sarang had said he
was going to write a letter against Khan
to the personnel department, alleging
that the IAS officer was talking about
"firqaparasti" (sectarianism).
"The Kashmir Files" depicts the exodus of Kashmiri Hindus from Kashmir
following systematic killings of people
from the community by Pakistanbacked terrorists. The film, which was
released on March 11, has sparked a
debate among political parties. Several
BJP-ruled states, including Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat, have exempted the
film from entertainment tax.

Government is committed for
state's development and welfare
C
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted Ashoka sapling in Madhyanchal Bhawan
premises during his stay in New Delhi today.
Chouhan is continuously planting saplings every
day since the Narmada Jayanti of the year 2021.
The Chief Minister is also encouraging the people
of the state to protect the environment and all citizens to plant at least one sapling in a year.

plaints related to children will ensure
safety as well as grievance redressal of
children. Chouhan said that the main
objective of the workshop is to orient
the officers of the education department working at the regional level, so
that children and their parents coming in contact with them can be made
aware of the right to education, child
safety and mental health. Joint
Director Women and Child
Development Vishal Nadkarni said
that everyone is concerned about the
safety of children. This workshop will
help in protecting them from crime
and making them aware of the rights.
Through the workshop, teachers will
understand the behaviour and
thoughts of the children, empower
them and save them from crime.
In the workshop 550 participants
including CAC, BRC, APC and Jan
Shikshak from 52 districts including
subject expert RH Lata, Coordinator
State Education Centre Ashish
Bhartiya, Secretary Child Commission
Shubha Verma were present.

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that the
government is committed
for development and public welfare. Food, clothing, shelter, education, medicine and employment
will be ensured for the poor.
Chouhan was addressing the Lok
Kalyan Diwas organized at Chhola
Road, Chandbari today. The programme was organized on the successful completion of two years of
Chief Minister Chouhan's the
fourth term.
Chouhan said that two years
ago, on this day, March 23, I took
oath as Chief Minister. These two
years have been difficult. The
Medical Education Minister did a
commendable job in the fight
against Covid. Chouhan thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for

making Corona vaccine available
free of cost. He said that children
of 12 to 18 years who have not
been able to get the vaccine, must
get it.
Chouhan said that he would
leave no stone unturned in the
works of public welfare. Wheat and
rice are being provided to the poor
at Re 1 per kg. FIR will be registered against those who mess with
the ration of the poor and the
guilty will be sent to jail. Pucca
houses and Ayushman cards are
being made for all the poor. CM
Rise Schools are being opened all
over the state for which an amount
has been approved at the rate of Rs
24 crore per school. The state government will pay the fees for medical, engineering studies of poor
children. Medical and engineering
studies are being started in Hindi
also.

PUBLIC ENTHUSIASM IS AT ITS PEAK AFTER COVID CONTROL: CM
 Achievements of Madhya Pradesh are
important
 Chief Minister Chouhan addresses
ministers and officers
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said
that the enthusiasm of the people is at its peak
after the control of Covid in the state. People
are happy and the atmosphere is joyful. Two years
ago, I took the first meeting of Covid in this hall.
Today, with our collective efforts, Covid has been
overcome. The fight was with an unknown enemy
and was tough. Regular meetings continued. Each
department played its role and worked to the best of
its ability and strength. The achievements of Madhya
Pradesh are remarkable. There was no dearth of
money for farmers and the poor. We gave enough
money for development works. We created a
roadmap of Atmanirbhar Madhya Pradesh for
Atmanirbhar Bharat. We gave an outstanding per-

formance in infrastructure development, farming and investment.
Chief Minister Chouhan was
addressing ministers, Chief
Secretary, Director General of
Police, Principal Secretaries and
Secretaries in Mantralaya.
Chouhan said that we will try
to do better work. Every moment
will be devoted for the development and welfare of the state.
The next conference of
Commissioners-Collector, IGs
and SPs. will be held on April 8.
He said that a roadmap should be prepared for the
works for which provision has been made in the
budget. There should be delay in fulfilling the tasks.
Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly and Six-monthly action
plans must be prepared. Quality work must be
ensured. Beneficiaries must get benefits on time.Chief
Minister said that the targets set should be fed in the
CM Dashboard. Reviews will be conducted accord-

ingly. He said that the state has
to be on top in terms of law and
order. There should be no crime
against women. Criminals have
to be punished severely. Good
action has been taken in various
districts of the state. Strictest
action has to be taken against
the criminals and those who
oppress the poor. Such fear
must be instilled in criminals
that they should stop committing crimes. He said that programme related to house allotments under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana on March
28 should be organized. Employment Day programme will be held on March 29. Similarly, there will
be a Jal Mahotsav programme on March 30. Chouhan
said that the dates for celebrating the pride day of the
cities and villages should be fixed everywhere. Work
for development and public welfare should be done
with public participation. Madhya Pradesh should

top in cleanliness. Hoardings of government schemes
should be put up in every panchayat.Chouhan said
that Rewa girl has made a place through hard work.
He congratulated her and issued necessary instructions to the collector to offer assistance. Chief
Minister Chouhan said that serve people with compassion. Try to give your best. School, Anganwadis
must work well. Natural farming must be promoted.
Do better work for Ek Zila-Ek Utpad. Efforts should be
made to increase exports. Good work must be done in
Jal Jeevan Mission. Try to refill water. He said that the
Jalabhishek campaign would start from April 10. Evouchers will be given for purchase of bicycles. No
irregularities will be tolerated in the schemes. He said
that strict action should be taken against adulteration.
Remain alert and work with caution. All the departments and officers must do good work. Madhya
Pradesh is number one in many respects. Work as
long as long as you are breathing. Improvements will
be made on the basis of suggestions from the public.
The meeting started with the rendition of Vande
Mataram.

CM EXPRESSES
GRIEF OVER THE
DEATH OF FORMER
CHIEF JUSTICE
RC LAHOTI
Bhopal: Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has
expressed profound
grief over the demise
of former Chief Justice
of India Ramesh
Chandra Lahoti.
Chouhan said that this
is an irreparable loss
to the country and the
state. Chouhan has
prayed to God to give
place to the divine
soul at his lotus feet
and strength to the
family members to
bear this deep sorrow.

hollywood
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RHONY SHAKE-UP! ICONIC SERIES TO
BE REBOOTED WITH A NEW CAST
New York | Agencies

ravo is set to reboot and completely recast
The Real Housewives of New York City after
13 seasons.
The network is said to be searching for a more
diverse group of friends who best reflect one of
the most multi-cultural cities in America.
It comes after the most recent season saw
declining ratings, and did not receive the allimportant reunion episode.
The current line-up of stars are Luann de
Lesseps, Ramona Singer, Sonja Morgan, Leah
McSweeney, and Eboni K. Williams.
While those Housewives will not be featured in
the main show, there will be a second spin-off
show featuring past beloved stars, with a working
title of either 'RHONY Throwback' or 'RHONY:
Legacy.'
Executive producer Andy Cohen revealed the
news in an interview with Variety.
Cohen, 53, said the two-part strategy 'takes into
account everything that our passionate audience
has really been telling us over the last year,' and
will involve 'rebooting and recasting' the series
from scratch. 'You know that we're at a crossroads
for RHONY,' Cohen told the outlet. 'We've spent a
lot of time figuring out where to go. And the plan
that we've come up with, I think, is a real gift to
the fans.'

B

NICOLAS CAGE
OPPOSES
COPPOLA'S,
MARTIN
SCORSESE'S
CRITICISM OF
MARVEL MOVIES
Los Angeles | Agencies

'G

Dolly Parton, Reese Witherspoon join film adaptation of 'Run, Rose, Run'
Los Angeles | Agencies

ountry legend Dolly
Parton will return to
the big screen in an
upcoming feature film adaptation of 'Run, Rose, Run.'
According to 'Variety', the
movie is based on a novel
that Parton co-wrote with
James Patterson. The pair will
produce the feature film for
Hello Sunshine. Its founder
Reese Witherspoon will also
produce the movie along with Hello Sunshine's
President of Film and Television Lauren Neustadter.
'Run, Rose, Run' was published this month and topped
The New York Times bestseller list.
Parton also released a chart-topping
companion album of the same name
through her label, Butterfly

C
Vanessa Hudgens, Terrence
J, Brandon Maxwell to host
Oscars Red Carpet Show
Los Angeles | Agencies

ill Packer and Shayla
Cowan - the producers of the 94th
Oscars announced that 'The
Oscars Red Carpet Show',
which is the official pre-show
for the 94th Oscars set to be
held on March 27, will be
hosted by Vanessa Hudgens,
Terrence J and Brandon
Maxwell, reports 'Variety'.
'The Oscars Red Carpet
Show' will air at 6:30 p.m.
EST/3:30 p.m. PST on ABC.
As per 'Variety', before the

W

Academy Awards begin at 8
p.m. EST, the 90-minute special will showcase Oscar
nominees, performers and
presenters with a sneak peek
at Hollywood's biggest night,
including a special appearance by DJ M.O.S.
David Chamberlin and
Michael Antinoro are serving
as the executive producers of
the 'Red Carpet Show' alongside Packer and Cowan. The
Academy also confirmed
recently that Beyonce, Billie
Eilish, Finneas, Reba
McEntire and Sebastian Yatra

host Rider' star Nicolas
Cage has come out in
the defence of Marvel
movies against his uncle Francis
Ford Coppola's and Martin
Scorsese's fierce criticisms,
reports 'Variety'.
Coppola made headlines in
2019 after he was quoted calling
Marvel movies "despicable"
while supporting Scorsese's critical beliefs about comic book
films hurting the film industry.
Coppola later clarified that he
wasn't talking about Marvel
movies specifically, saying it's
"despicable" how the film industry now values commerce over
art.
Speaking to GQ magazine,
Nicolas said, "Yeah, why do they
do that?" asking about Scorsese
and Coppola bashing Marvel
and comic book films. "I don't
understand the conflict. I don't
agree with them on that perception or opinion", he added.
As per 'Variety', at the crux of
Scorsese and Coppola's criticism is that Marvel movies and
comic book films have reshaped
exhibition so that only one type
of movie now gets produced and
distributed at the theatrical
level.
Cage further said in opposition to his uncle's beliefs, "I
think that the movies that I
make, like 'Pig' or 'Joe,' are not
in any kind of conflict with
Marvel movies. I mean, I don't
think the Marvel movie had anything to do with the end of the
tweener. By tweener, I mean the
$30 to $50 million budget movie.
I think movies are in good
shape. If you look at 'Power of
the Dog,' or if you look at
'Spencer,' or any of Megan
Ellison's movies. I think that
there's still Paul Thomas
Anderson."

Records. 'Run, Rose, Run' follows a young woman who
comes to Nashville to pursue
her dreams of becoming a
country music star.
However, her songs hinge
on a secret she has wants
desperately to hide. It's one
that if revealed could
threaten her future.
"Growing up in
Nashville, I've loved Dolly
since the moment I heard her magical voice and saw her luminous personality shine
onstage," Witherspoon said. "Beyond her magnetic presence as an artist and performer, she is one of the greatest
songwriters and storytellers of our time. Her impact
knows no bounds - as a musician, actor, writer, businesswoman, activist and all around incredible human
being - Dolly Parton is not only an icon to me, but a true
inspiration to women and girls everywhere."

Harry Styles to release third solo
album 'Harry's House' on May 20

will perform four
of the five songs
nominated. Van
Morrison will be
missing out
on the ceremony due
to his tour schedule.

Los Angeles | Agencies

nglish songwriter-singer Harry Styles announced his third solo album titled 'Harry's House'
through a special video. The album is set to hit the airwaves on May 20, reports 'Variety'.
However, not much has been revealed about the forthcoming release in the official
announcement, beyond the date, title, the promise of 13 new tracks and the album cover art, which
has the pop superstar scratching his chin standing on the ceiling of an upside-down living room.
As per 'Variety', the music artiste also shared a short teaser video that shows him walking onto
a theater stage and smiling as a house facade is raised around him. The teaser video
includes no new music beyond a synthesizer soundtrack. The album news is not wholly unexpected, as Styles was rumored to be having new music to promote before he
takes to the stage as a headliner of the Coachella festival April 15 and 22.

E

Brittany
Snow felt
'safe' filming intimate
scenes for 'X'

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Brittany Snow plays adult film star Bobby-Lynne in Ti West's erotic slasher film 'X' but felt
comfortable filming intimate scenes because there was a lot of "consideration and care" during
filming and everything was discussed at length beforehand.
She said: "I think I felt safe (filming the sex scenes) because there was so much consideration and
care about every single shot in that movie." "Nothing was shown that wasn't talked about at length
beforehand. Nothing was off the cuff. Everything was very methodical in terms of why we were showing this, how we were going to film it," Snow added, femalefirst.co.uk.
The 'Hairspray' actress explained that the film's intimacy co-ordinator, Tandi Wright, was keen to
make sure that all graphic scenes in the film were done solely out of interest for the characters.
In an interview with Collider, Snow said: "There was an intimacy coordinator on set, Tandi
Wright, who we worked really closely with who was an angel and made sure that everything
was based in character and not gratuitous sort of shock and awe."
"I think that was necessary for me to do the movie. And Ti was really at the forefront of
making sure that everyone, the females and men in the movie felt comfortable."
The film also stars Mia Goth as aspiring adult film actress Maxine Minx and
Martin Henderson as her boyfriend Wayne who embark on a road trip with
Bobby-Lynne and fellow actor Jackson Hole (played by Scott Mescudi )
with the intent of shooting a movie to release on video, but things
go awry when tensions build during filming in an old farm
guesthouse.
'X' was released in cinemas on
March 18.

A
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IPL 2022: MS DHONI QUITS AS CAPTAIN OF CHENNAI
SUPER KINGS; RAVINDRA JADEJA TO TAKE OVER
Team Absolute|Mumbai

D

efending champions
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) on Thursday
have announced that iconic
wicketkeeper-batter MS
Dhoni has quit as the captain of the side ahead of the
start of IPL 2022.
In place of Dhoni, leftarm spin all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja will be the
new captain of Chennai.
"MS Dhoni has decided to
hand over the leadership of
Chennai Super Kings and
picked Ravindra Jadeja to
lead the team. Jadeja, who
has been an integral part of
Chennai Super Kings since
2012, will only be the third
player to lead CSK. Dhoni
will continue to represent
Chennai Super Kings this
season and beyond," said a
statement from the franchise.Dhoni, who had been
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I-League: Sudeva Delhi hold
NEROCA to cagey draw
Naihati (West Bengal)|Agencies

S

the captain of CSK since the
inception of the league in
2008, had already retired
from international cricket in
August 2020. Under his captaincy, Chennai won the IPL

trophy in 2010, 2011, 2018
and 2021 apart from winning two now-defunct
Champions League T20
titles in 2010 and 2014.
CSK will open their IPL

2022 campaign against twotime IPL champions Kolkata
Knight Riders in a re-match
of the 2021 IPL final at the
Wankhede Stadium on
Saturday.

hubho Paul was on target as Sudeva
Delhi FC managed to hold NEROCA FC to a 1-1 draw in the Hero ILeague match at the Naihati Stadium
here on Thursday.
While NEROCA opened the scoring
with Sergio Mendigutxia (45+2') converting a penalty at the stroke of halftime, Paul converted a penalty of his
own just a few minutes later to bring his
team to a level pegging. Both the teams
struggled with their finishing on open
play and the cagey affair ended in a tie.
The high-intensity clash started with a
big blow to NEROCA as playmaker Juan
Mera suffered an injury in the 2nd
minute and was taken off immediately,
with Thokchom James Singh replacing
him. In the 10th minute, Mohamad
Kdouh passed the ball to Mendigutxia,
who took a shot from outside the box.
But Sudeva Delhi FC goalkeeper Sachin
Jha made an acrobatic save to deny the
Spaniard.

Dubai 2022 Para Athletics GP

Rao, Dharambir set Asian records, India claim 2 gold medals
Dubai|Agencies

L

ong jumper Someswara Rao
Ramudri and javelin thrower
Mohit lit up the evening for
India, clinching gold medals in their
individual events as Dubai 2022
World Para Athletics Grand Prix -13th Fazza International Para
Athletics Championships reached the
penultimate stage here.
Overall, the Indian contingent won
six medals on the day and set two
Asian records, thanks to the efforts of
Ramudri in the long jump men T64
final and Paralympian Dharambir in
discus wheelchair men F51 final.
In one of the last events of the day,
Ramudri came out with his personal
best -- a leap of 6.40m -- to take the
long jump men's T64 gold medal, in
the combined T43/44/63/64 final.
Thailand's Kantinan Khumphong

(5.74 m) and Malaysia's Eddy Bernard
(6.20m) finished second and third,
respectively.Ramudri used to compete in 100m, 200m, 400m races in
the T64 category before a fracture in

his right leg forced him to switch his
event to long jump, which he is competing in for the past year.
In the men's javelin final
F44/46/63/64, Mohit achieved an

impressive 54.71m distance in his
very first throw which was enough to
take the gold medal. Kazakhstan's
Rufat Khabibullin (45.72 m) and
Nigeria's Sunday Adebayo (42,55 m)
took the silver and bronze medals,
respectively.
Meanwhile, Paralympian
Dharambir claimed his second silver
medal in the Championships, this
time in men's wheelchair discus final
F51 where he attained a distance of
10.93m for the silver.
In women's track events, Jayanti
Behera claimed the silver medal in
200 m women final T46/47 clocking
26.94secs, finishing behind USA's
Brittni Mason (26.08 sec). Ishwari
Nishad also took second place with a
timing of 1:25.50mins in 400m
women's final T11. Kenya's Nancy
Chelangat Koech secured the top
position racing in 1:04.25min.

NEROCA held most of the possession
in the final 10 minutes but continued to
struggle in the attacking third. In the
86th minute, Jonychand took a free-kick

and sent a good ball into the box. But
Khaiminthang missed the header on the
ball and Sudeva cleared away the danger once again.

No regrets that my 175* was
not recorded: Kapil Dev
Manesar|Agencies

F

ormer India skipper Kapil Dev on
Thursday said he has no regret that
there is no video footage available of
his unbeaten 175-run innings against
Zimbabwe during the 1983 World Cup.
The win in the '83 World Cup remains one
of the greatest sporting achievements in
Indian history. Scripting that victory would
not have been possible if the then Team
India skipper Kapil didn't come up with an
epic knock at the Tunbridge Wells ground
against Zimbabwe on June 18, 1983.
But unfortunately for the Indian cricket
fans, Kapil's innings was never recorded on
camera because of a nation-wide strike by
sole broadcasters BBC back then.
After India were reduced to 9/4 by
Zimbabwe, Kapil then played some remarkable cricket to guide his side to a respectable
total of 266/8 in 60 overs. India won the
game by 31 runs.

"I don't like to criticise people. People say
don't you feel bad it wasn't recorded, and I
always say 'no' because it is recorded in my
head," Dev said.

Women's World Cup
Bangladesh register historic
ODI series win in South Africa England thrash Pakistan by nine wickets
Centurion|Agencies

Christchurchi|Agencies

angladesh registered their maiden
ODI series win in
South Africa, after sealing
it 2-1 when they beat the
host by nine wickets in
the third and final match,
here on Wednesday.
Taskin Ahmed's first
five-wicket haul (5/35) in
eight years helped
Bangladesh bowl out
South Africa for 154.
Janneman Malan (39 off
56) and Keshav Maharaj
(28 off 39) were the topscorers for the Proteas.
In reply, skipper
Tamim Iqbal (c) smashed
a fine unbeaten fifty (87
off 82) as Bangladesh
chased down the target in
only 26.3 overs. Apart
from Tamim, Liton Das
(48 off 57) and Shakib Al
Hasan (18 not out off 20)
also played valuable
knocks while Keshav

eteran Pacer Katherine Brunt
and left-arm Sophie Ecclestone
shared six wickets between
themselves while Danni Wyatt scored
an unbeaten 76 as defending champions England thumped Pakistan by
nine wickets at the Hagley Oval to
keep themselves on course for reaching the semi-finals of the ICC
Women's Cricket World Cup.
England now need a win over
World Cup debutants Bangladesh on
Sunday to secure a spot in the semifinals and continue their turnaround
after losing their first three games.
After bowling out Pakistan for just
105 in 41.3 overs, England completed
the chase inside 20 overs to go above
India in the points table and gain a
huge boost to their net run rate.
In chasing 106, Wyatt set the tone
by smacking three consecutive
boundaries against Fatima Sana in
the third over. Wyatt then got to her
fifty in the 14th over, her first in
Women's ODI World Cups. Fittingly,
it was Wyatt who hit the winning runs
as England got home with nine wickets in hand.
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Maharaj (1/36 picked the
only wicket for South
Africa.
Before this tour, South
Africa had never lost to
Bangladesh at home in 20
years. The 2-1 series loss

also dents South Africa's
progress towards automatic qualification to the
2023 World Cup, given
they are down in ninth
place on the ODI Super
League points table.

Brief scores :
South Africa 154 in 37 overs (Janneman Malan 39, Keshav
Maharaj 28; Taskin Ahmed 5-35) lost to Bangladesh 156/1 in
26.3 overs (Tamim Iqbal 87 not out, Liton Das 48) by 9 wickets.

BYJU'S NAMED OFFICIAL SPONSOR
OF FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022
New Delhi: EdTech
company BYJU'S has been
announced as an official
sponsor of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022.
Through this partnership, BYJU'S will leverage
its rights to the FIFA World
Cup 2022 marks, emblem,
and assets, and run
unique promotions to
connect with passionate
football fans around the
world. It will also create engaging and creative content with
educational messages as part of a multifaceted activation
plan.
"FIFA is dedicated to harnessing the power of football
towards the goal of enacting positive societal change. We're
delighted to be partnered with a company like BYJU'S,
which is also engaging communities and empowering
young people wherever they may be in the world," said Kay
Madati, FIFA's Chief Commercial Officer, in a statement.
"We are excited to be sponsoring the FIFAAWorld Cup
Qatar 2022, the biggest single-sport event in the world. It is
a matter of pride for us to represent India on such a prestigious global stage and champion the integration of education and sport. Just as footballA inspires billions, we at
BYJU'S hope to inspire the love of learning in every child's
life through this partnership," added Byju Raveendran,
BYJU'S founder, and CEO. The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
will take place from November 21 to December 18, 2022.

Brief scores :
England 107/1 in 19.2 overs (Danni Wyatt 76 not out, Heather Knight 24 not
out; Diana Baig 1/14) beat Pakistan 105 all out in 41.3 overs (Sidra Ameen 32,
Sidra Nawaz 23; Katherine Brunt 3/17, Sophie Ecclestone 3/18) by nine
wickets.

KYRGIOS, KOKKINAKIS ADVANCE AT MIAMI OPEN
Miami|Agencies

A

fter a dominant run to the
quarterfinals in Indian Wells,
Australia's Nick Kyrgios stayed
in Miami with another straight-sets
victory on Wednesday.
His 7-6(3), 6-3 win did not come
easy against the "ridiculously tricky"
France's Adrian Mannarino, but
strong serving kept the pressure off
and set up power-packed late strikes
in both sets.
Kyrgios' doubles partner, Thanasi
Kokkinakis, was also victorious
against a veteran French opponent
on Wednesday evening. The 25-yearold was a 6-4, 6-2 winner over
Richard Gasquet. Ace No. 12 ended
the match after one hour, 32 minutes,
setting up a second-round showdown with Andrey Rublev, already a
two-time ATP Tour champion in
2022. Kyrgios' doubles partner
Kokkinakis had the better of the early
exchanges but missed out on his first
four break points as Gasquet led, 3-4.
But from there, the Aussie won nine
of the last 11 games to ease through
to the second round, where he'll face
13th seed Diego Schwartzman.
After winning their maiden Grand
Slam doubles title at the Australian

Wellington:
South Africa on
Thursday have
joined Australia
in entering the
semifinals of
the ICC
Women's
Cricket World Cup after their league
match against West Indies was
abandoned due to rain at Basin
Reserve. South Africa have nine
points and will most likely finish
second in the points table behind
unbeaten Australia, who lead with
12 points. Australia will play their
final league match against
Bangladesh on Friday while South
Africa will face fifth-ranked India on
Sunday, a match which is now a virtual knockout for the Mithali Raj-led
side.

Brief scores :
South Africa 61/4 in 10.5 overs
(Mignon du Preez 38 not out, Chinelle
Henry 3/19) against West Indies

Hockey Pro League

India to open campaign against New
Zealand in new format for 2022-23
Bhubaneswar|Agencies

he International Hockey
Federation (FIH) on
Thursday released the
new schedule for the fourth
edition of FIH Pro League as
per which India will take on
New Zealand in the opener at
home in October 2022.
India will host the first set of
matches with the men's team
starting its campaign against
New Zealand on October 28
and Spain on October 30.
They will play their return leg
matches against New Zealand
and Spain on October 4 and 6,
respectively. Both the visitors
New Zealand and Spain will
also play a double-header
against each other on October
29 and November 5.
As per the new format, the
schedule will be divided into a
series of date blocks, agreed
by all parties, to assist with
international and domestic
competition planning, within
which "mini-tournaments"
will be played where several
teams will gather in one

T

Open, Kokkinakis and Kyrgios
reached the Round of 16 in Indian

Wells and will look to go further as a
duo in Miami.

OSAKA DEFEATS SHARMA IN MIAMI, SETS UP CLASH WITH KERBER
Miami: Japan's Naomi Osaka delivered a composed and controlled performance
to defeat Astra Sharma of Australia 6-3, 6-4 in the first round of the Miami Open,
advancing in 1 hour and 20 minutes on Wednesday.It was Osaka's 50th career WTA
1000 win, and sets up a second-round clash against another former World No.1,
No.13 seed Angelique Kerber. Osaka claimed her first career Top 10 win over
Kerber at the 2017 US Open, ending the German's title defence in the first round,
but has lost all four of their subsequent matches. Two weeks ago, Osaka had
departed Indian Wells in tears after being rattled by a heckler during her 6-0, 6-4
second-round loss to Veronika Kudermetova. After her win over Sharma, she said
she was keen to put that behind her.

venue to play two matches
against each other.
This move will have a
major positive impact on
players' welfare and the environment, thanks to a substantial reduction in the
amount of travel needed for
each team and the officials.
Another great advantage of
this revised format is that it
increases the number of
dates available for athletes to
compete in their domestic
leagues and club competitions, the FIH informed in a
release on Thursday. For the
first season with this new
schedule, matches will be
hosted in the following seven
nations -- Australia,
Argentina, Belgium, England,
India, the Netherlands and
New Zealand.
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NTR, Ram Charan seek
to imbibe qualities
from each other
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opular TV
actress and
model Kanika
Mann talks about her
role and how she
relates to it in the
web series
'Roohaniyat'.
She is seen playing
a teenager Prisha,
who faces break-up
and later falls in love
with another guy.
Kanika is playing the
female lead opposite
Arjun Bijlani.
Commenting on
her role, Kanika says:
"I am fortunate for
the opportunity of
working on this project. 'Roohaniyat'
showcases how love
works in its mysterious ways. My character Prisha is quite like
me in real life. Prisha
is an unpredictable
girl who believes in
the concept of true
love and soulmates,
and I could completely relate to this
being a hopeless
romantic myself."
She further shares
about her shooting
experience with coactors and says:
"While working on
the sets, I had a great
experience with my
co-stars, and I hope
that the audience will
appreciate the series
as much as we loved
shooting every
scene."
Directed by Glen
Barretto and Ankush
Mohla, 'Roohaniyat'
also features Arjun
Bijlani, Aman Verma
and Smita Bansal in
pivotal roles. It
streams on MX
Player.

P

he nation has witnessed the bromance
between 'RRR' actors Ram Charan and Jr
NTR during their country tour, as they
promoted S.S. Rajamouli's epic directorial. Now
that the D-Day has arrived, the actors have
expressed what quality from each other they seek to
imbibe.In a conversation with Rana Daggubati, NTR
and Ram Charan had expressed that they had unlimited
fun on the sets of 'RRR'.
When quizzed about one thing NTR would imbibe from
Charan, NTR said that he would love to have the calmness
and composure of Charan. "I am a hyperactive person, and
I feel that I need to calm down sometimes. So, if I had that
composure like Charan, it would be a great balance", the
'Aravinda Sametha Veera Raghava' actor said. On the other
hand, Ram Charan expressed that he would want to have the
grasping power of NTR. "He grasps things so quickly. I would
like to imbibe that quality from Tarak", the 'Magadheera' actor
said. Rajamouli, who kept talking about Ram Charan and NTR's
brawls on the sets, mentions that they both are equally hardworking and are looking forward to the movie's release, so as to
see the audience's reception.

T

RITIKA
GULATI APPROACHED
FOR REALITY SHOW:
I'M IN TALKS WITH THE
MAKERS

Guru Randhawa and
Zahrah Khan reunite

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Ritika Gulati, who
made her acting debut with
popular rom-com
Bollywood 'Love Ke Funday', has
been approached for entering
Kangana Ranaut's reality show
'Lock Upp'.
As per the sources, Ritika was
earlier approached for Ekta
Kapoor's fearless reality show but
the deal couldn't happened and
very recently the team has
approached her for joining the
show.
She was once very close to
Munawar Faruqi. And now when
they have parted their ways. It will
be interesting to see them together
in the show.
Ritika has been famous on
social media for her controversial
statements and bold looks.
Ritika says: "Yes I'm in talks with
the makers and planning to join
the show as wild card. But would
not love to comment much now
till things are finalised."

A

Vidhi Pandya: I remember being
extremely nervous before my first look test

Team Absolute|Mumbai

usic duo Guru
Randhawa and
Zahrah S Khan's new
song 'Tera Saath Ho' was
released on Thursday.
The track, composed by
Tanishk Bagchi, oozes the
Punjabi flavour with the
prominent hook in the form
of a new version of 'Bajre da
sitta'. It marks the second collaboration between Guru and
Zahrah after their hit track
'Dance Meri Rani'.
Talking about the song,
Guru Randhawa said, "When
you hear 'Tera Saath Ho' you
will know it's a very
unique track and I was happy

M

to collaborate with Zahrah
Khan again after the massive
success of 'Dance Meri
Rani'".
The music video of 'Tera
Saath Ho', which has been
penned by Bagchi and
Shabbir Ahmed, stars Guru,
Zahrah and Karan Wahi, and
promises some electric
chemistry between Zahrah
Khan and Karan Wahi as
Guru steps in to bring the
pop Punjabi flavour. Karan
Wahi said, "This track 'Tera
Saath Ho' is something that I
immediately loved when I
heard it. Every moment on
the set filming this track with
Guru, Zahrah and Collin felt
like a party."

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ose Chhal Kiye Jaaye' actress Vidhi Pandya reminisces her first makeover for the show. Vidhi, who plays the role of Saumya on the
show, recalls how she was nervous before going for first look test. She says: "I remember being extremely nervous before my first look
test. I underwent a complete makeover and experienced moments of hesitance. But when I looked at my new avatar in the mirror, it
left me awestruck."
The actress is also known for her recent stint in 'Bigg Boss 15'. She emphasises that makeover should also be a personal choice. "I believe
that one can only enjoy their makeover only if they desire, and not if someone wants them to change how they look. We should never let
anyone dictate our choices, and our decisions should only go the way we want them to," she adds. 'Mose Chhal Kiye Jaye' airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

'M

Mika wants a homely
girl who cooks good food
as his life partner!
Team Absolute|New Delhi

opular singer Mika Singh till now has won the hearts of millions of his fans with his dance tracks and is known for giving
hits such as 'Sawan Main Lag Gayi Aag'.
Now, the singer is all set to begin searching for the right partner on national television through 'Swayamvar: Mika Di Vohti'.
He told reporter: "For so long my family wanted me to get
married but I was focussing on my career and waiting to reach at
a level of my singing profession where I can say that 'Yes' now I am
ready to take this responsibility. I was also taking care of my family
so there were many things. Now when the channel approached I
agreed to it immediately thinking that this is the right time."
Mika adds: "There were similar kinds of shows that happened
earlier. But I never said 'Yes' to them. But this time I asked my family and friends and they were like 'go ahead with this as 'you might
settle down through this show only'."
What was the reaction when he told about his swayamvar to his
elder brother Daler Mehndi and he says: "He was very happy and
told me that this is the right time and you must think on it."
Who are his favourite contestants seen on the show and are we
going to see some Bollywood celebs also?
And he clearly mentions: "It has just started. I want a very simple, intelligent and understanding life partner. She can prepare
good food and even if she can't I will teach her. As far as my
favourite contestants or Bollywood celebs who will appear on
the show, this I will think about later. It is too early to say anything about it."
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