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BJP in lead, but losing 108 seats to SP in UP; Cong fighting back in Uttarakhand, Punjab
 THE FIVE-STATE SNAP POLL WAS CONDUCTED WITH A SAMPLE SIZE OF
1,07,193 ACROSS 690 SEATS WITH A
MARGIN OF ERROR OF +/- 3% TO +/- 5%.
 IN THE 403-MEMBER UTTAR PRADESH
ASSEMBLY, THE BJP AND ITS ALLIANCE
PARTNERS ARE PROJECTED TO GET 217
SEATS, 108 SEATS DOWN FROM 325 IT
WON IN THE 2017 ELECTIONS.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he BJP is still the favourite to win the
Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh next year
but it is now losing 108 seats as the
Samajwadi Party rises rapidly, while in
Uttarakhand and Punjab, Congress is making a

the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Congress.
AAP is still ahead with 51 seats in the 117-member Assembly, but the Congress has narrowed
the gap with a tally of 46 seats, still down 31
seats from its tally of 77 in the previous elections, but new Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi is making a difference. Akali Dal is third
with 20 seats.
In Goa, the BJP is leading with 21 seats in the
40-member Assembly, followed by others at 10,
AAP at 5 and Congress with only 4 seats.
In Manipur, the BJP is leading with 27 seats in
the 60-member Assembly, followed by Congress
with 22 seats.
In Uttar Pradesh, while the BJP is holding on
to its vote share, with just a minor drop of 0.7
per cent at 40.7 per cent, it is losing 108 seats as
the SP is gaining vote share by 7.1 per cent to
31.1 per cent.

strong comeback, as per the ABP-CVoter-IANS
5-State Snap Poll.
While the BJP led by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath is still the favourite to
win the Assembly polls in 2022, Samajwadi
Party (SP) is gathering steam and the difference
between the two parties is narrowing, as per the
snap poll.
The SP led by former Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav is rising rapidly in popularity and is now
expected to get 156 seats. The battle in UP is
now clearly between the BJP and the SP and the
gap between the two is only around 60 seats.
In Uttarakhand, the BJP is still leading the
race with 38 seats down from 57 it won in the
previous elections, losing 19 seats. It is the
Congress that is giving a strong fight to the BJP
with a gain of 21 seats, touching a tally of 32
seats in the 70-member Assembly.
In Punjab also, the gap is narrowing between

Army agrees to grant permanent commission to eligible women officers

POWER OF LAW
"The 11 women officers
will be granted PC within
a period of 10 days. The
ASG (additional solicitor
general) states that officers, who are not before
the Supreme Court in
contempt proceedings,
but meet the criteria will
be granted PC within the
period of three weeks."

A

remaining women officers will be
taken speedily and sought some time
to take instructions in the matter.
As the bench started dictating the
order in the matter, the counsel representing the Army told the court
that it was ready to grant PC to 11
officers who had moved the top
court. The bench noted that the
Army may be supreme in its authority, but the constitutional court is also
supreme.

The bench noted that out of 72
officers, one had applied for premature release, 39 have been granted PC
and a letter has been issued on
October 29, 2021 in compliance with
its verdict. A total of 36 officers were
not considered for PC. After a review,
21 out of the 36 officers were granted
PC and the case of one is under consideration. And, out of the remaining
14 officers, three are considered
medically unfit.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday agreed to examine a plea seeking direction to the Central government to
analyse various international laws and take "effective and stringent" steps against the menace of hate speech and
rumour-mongering in the country.
A bench scheduled the matter for hearing on November 22, along with a separate plea, which also came up for
hearing during the day, in connection with the hate speech issue. The plea sought a direction that courts, while
awarding punishment for the offences against "public tranquillity, offences relating to elections etc", should give sentences running consecutively and not concurrently. The plea said: "The petitioner is filing this writ petition as a PIL...
seeking writ/order/direction to the Centre to examine the international laws relating to 'hate speech' and 'rumour
mongering' and take apposite effective stringent steps to control 'hate speech' and 'rumour-mongering' in order to
secure rule of law, freedom of speech and expression and Right to Life, Liberty and Dignity of citizens."

Lucknow: Former Uttar Pradesh
minister Gayatri Prajapati from the
previous Akhilesh Yadav-led government, and his two accomplices have
been sentenced to life on charges of
gang-rape. Prajapati, Ashok Tiwari
and Ashish Shukla, have also been
fined Rs 2 lakh each. The special
MP/MLA court in Lucknow had, two
days ago, pronounced Prajapati
guilty in the gang-rape case, and had
also convicted his two associates.
Judge Pawan Kumar Rai of the
special MP/MLA court pronounced
the judgement under Sections
482/378/407 of the Indian Penal
Code. Seven persons, including
Prajapati, were charged in the case.
The case pertains to a complaint
filed by a woman from Chitrakoot
accusing the former Samajwadi
Party minister and his accomplices
of gang-rape.The woman had alleged
that the accused forcefully had raped
her minor daughter as well.

In a circular late on Friday, the board said the government and private
offices should reduce the use of private transport by 30% and advised
the city's residents to limit outdoor exposure. "Meteorological conditions will be highly unfavourable for dispersion of pollutants till November
18, 2021 in view of low winds with calm conditions during the night,"
the board said.
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SC agrees to hear plea seeking steps against hate speech

Ex-UP minister Gayatri Prajapati
gets life term for rape

India's Pollution Board warns citizens not
to step out as Delhi's smog worsens
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fter warning from the Supreme
Court, the Army on Friday
agreed to grant permanent
commission (PC) to 11 women officers within 10 days, in accordance
with its judgment, and also those
women officers, who haven't moved
before the top court but meet the criteria.
Earlier during the day, the bench
had told the Army that it will hold it
guilty of contempt for not granting
PC to women officers, in accordance
with its order. The Army's counsel
had said the decision regarding the

Prepare For Emergency

WE SYMPATHISE, BUT NO:
SAYS SC AFTER DECLINING
NEET RE-EXAM
New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday set aside a Bombay
High Court order which directed
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) to hold re-examination for
two National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) candidates,
saying "we sympathise, but cannot
order re-examination". It was
claimed that the students' test
booklets and OMR sheets had gotten mixed up due to the carelessness of invigilators. The students
had claimed that their test booklets and OMR sheets got mixed up
during the NEET exam. The top
court noted, "We feel sorry for the
students... but cannot hold a
re-examination."

India's Oct retail inflation inches-up
on high food, input prices
Meat and fish prices rose
by 7.12 per cent, however,
eggs became cheaper by
1.38 per cent, nevertheless,
the overall price of food and
beverage s category was up
1.82 per cent and oils and
fats prices rose 33.50 per
cent .
On the other hand, vegetable prices declined by
19.43 per cent.
As per the official data, the
inflation rate for fuel and
light was at 14.35 per cent.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ndia's October retail inflation
inched-up on sequential basis on
the back of a marginal rise in food
prices along with high fuel and commodity prices.
Accordingly, data furnished by the
National Statistical Office showed
that Consumer Price Index (CPI)

he centre's pollution
control board on Friday
ordered states and local
bodies to be in "complete
readiness" for emergency
measures to tackle New
Delhi's worsening smog conditions due to a drop in temperature and wind speeds. A
thick haze of toxic smog hung
over Delhi, exacerbated by a
spike in the burning of crop
waste in surrounding farmlands. It reduced visibility
and the Air Quality Index
(AQI) hit 470 on a scale of
500, according to the pollution control board.This level
of pollution means the air
will affect healthy people and
seriously impact those with
existing diseases. According
to the pollution board's
"Graded Response Action
Plan", air quality remaining
"severe" for 48 hours must
prompt states and local bodies to impose emergency
measures that include shutting down schools, imposing

month from 4.57 per cent in
September and the CPI Rural came
down to 4.07 per cent from 4.13 per
cent.As per the NSO data, the rate of
rise in Consumer Food Price Index
increased to 0.85 per cent last month
from 0.68 per cent in September.
The CFPI readings measure the
changes in retail prices of food products. In terms of CPI YoY inflation
rate, pulses and products' prices
jumped by 5.42 per cent in October
2021.

enter the bloodstream and
can cause severe respiratory
diseases, including lung cancer. India's efforts to reduce
crop-waste burning, a major
source of air pollution during
winter, by spending billions
of rupees over the past four
years have done little to avert
a sharp deterioration in air
quality. Delhi, often ranked
the world's most polluted
capital, faces extremely bad
air in winter due to the crop
stubble burning, emissions
from transport, coal-fired
plants outside the city and
other industrial emissions,
open garbage burning and
dust.

Maoist leader carrying bounty of Rs 1cr arrested
New Delhi: Top Maoist leader Prashant Bose, 75, who was carrying a reward of Rs 1 crore,
has been arrested in Jharkhand along with his wife, officials said on Friday, terming the arrest
a "big achievement" for the security forces. Bose, alias 'Krishan Da', 75, was caught along with
his wife Sheela Marandi, another senior Maoist leader, in Jharkhand on November 11
(Thursday). The officials also said that he used to change his locations frequently and never
used any mobile phone to avoid detection.A number two in the extremist outfit, he also used
to head the Maoist Communist Centre of India which he merged with CPI-ML (People's War)
to form the CPI (Maoist) in 2004.Bose was known as the intellectual guru of the cadre belonging to Jadavpur in Kolkata and he was caught because the forces had his details... his arrest was
made possible because of the hard work of the state intelligence units of Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh, a CRPF official said.

Hinduism & Hindutva
are different: Rahul
"Is there something common between what Guru
Nanak, Kabir, Gandhiji
and King Ashoka said
about the Hindutva ideology? The difference
between Hinduism as we
know it & Hindutva? Are
they same thing? Can
they be same thing?
They are obviously two
different things."
Team Absolute|New Delhi

inched-up to 4.48 per cent last
month from 4.35 per cent in
September 2021.
However, on YoY basis, the rise in
last month's retail inflation was slower than the 7.61 per cent rise recorded for October 2020. The macro-economic data assumes significance as
retail inflation remained well within
the range of the Reserve Bank of
India's set target of 2-6 per cent for
CPI inflation.Region-wise, the CPI
Urban rose to 5.04 per cent last

'odd-even' restrictions on private cars based on their
number plates, and stopping
all construction. Earlier this
week, local authorities had
ordered a shutdown of brick
kilns, increased the frequency of mechanized cleaning
and a crackdown on garbage
burning and dust. The concentration of poisonous
PM2.5 particulate matter
averaged 329 micrograms per
cubic meter of air. The government prescribes a "safe"
PM2.5 reading at 60 micrograms per cubic meter of air
over a period of 24
hours.PM2.5 is small enough
to travel deep into the lungs,

fter a controversy
erupted over remarks
made by senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshid in his new book
'Sunrise Over Ayodhya:
Nationhood in Our Times',
the Congress seems to have
got into more trouble with
Rahul Gandhi saying that
Hinduism and Hindutva are
different things.
Speaking virtually at a
party function he said, "Is
there something common

A

between Hindutva and
Hinduism, what is the difference between Hinduism
and Hindutva. If they are
the same why they have different names -- why then
use name of Hinduism, and
not Hindutva."Rahul
Gandhi said the RSS has
overshadowed the Congress
ideology. "Today whether
we like it or not, the divisive, hateful ideology of the
RSS-BJP has overshadowed
the loving, affectionate and
nationalistic ideology of the
Congress. We have to
accept it.
Our ideology is alive, it's
vibrant but it has been
overshadowed." He said we
have to train groups of people who have understanding of the ideology and connect with the issues and we
have to explore and understand and develop a group
of people who understand
the difference between
these and apply these differences to issues.

COVAXIN 77.8% PER
CENT EFFECTIVE:
THE LANCET
Hyderabad: Covaxin,
India's first indigenous vaccine for Covid-19, has been
found to be 77.8 per cent
effective, according to the
safety and efficacy analysis
data from Phase III clinical
trials peer reviewed and
published in reputed medical journal The Lancet.
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech said, A"The efficacy
analysis demonstrates
Covaxin to be 77.8 per cent
effective against symptomatic Covid-19, through
evaluation of 130 confirmed
cases, with 24 observed in
the vaccine group versus 106
in the placebo group," the
company said. The efficacy
analysis also demonstrates
Covaxin to be 93.4 per cent
effective against severe
symptomatic Covid-19. The
efficacy data also shows 63.6
per cent protection against
asymptomatic Covid-19, 65.2
per cent protection against
the SARS-CoV-2, B.1.617.2
Delta and 70.8 per cent protection against all variants of
SARS-CoV-2 virus.
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PILOT MEETS SONIA ON CABINET RESHUFFLE,
SAYS WORKERS SHOULD GET RESPECT

Team Absolute|New Delhi

F

ormer Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot met
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
in Delhi on Friday and sources say
that the Congress leadership has
agreed to his suggestion for a cabinet
reshuffle in the state.
Sources said that 9 new ministers

will be inducted in which four ministers will be from the Gehlot camp
while the remaining five will be distributed zone wise. The final list is
almost ready.
After the meeting Pilot said that it is
good that the leadership is taking
feedback and "I have shared my view."
He said in his view all those workers
who have fought the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) should get their due and
respect in the government and in the
party. Friday's meeting comes a day
after Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot met Sonia Gandhi over a possible cabinet reshuffle and, according
to the sources, Pilot has been called to
resolve issues related to the state.
On Thursday, Pilot met senior
Congress leader K.C. Venugopal
ahead of the Gehlot-Sonia Gandhi
meeting.
After his meeting with Sonia
Gandhi, Gehlot maintained that he
will abide by the decision taken by the
leadership and that he has conveyed
everything to the Congress interim
president.
The much-awaited cabinet rejig
and appointments have been pending
ever since the Covid pandemic broke
out. The Assembly by-polls had also
been delayed. Meanwhile, Congress
sources have confirmed that
Rajasthan Health Minister Raghu
Sharma and Revenue Minister Harish
Choudhary might be relieved of their
cabinet portfolios as they have been
made party in-charges of Gujarat and
Punjab.
Long pending appointments, especially related to the state unit, will be
announced following the cabinet
expansion.

AT 0.7 SRINAGAR
RECORDS COLDEST
NIGHT OF SEASON

Fake vaccination racket
busted in UP district
UNNAO | Agencies

Srinagar: At 0.7 degrees
Celsius on Friday, Jammu
and Kashmir's Srinagar city
recorded the coldest night of
the season so far even as the
Drass town in Ladakh
recorded minus 12.6 as the
minimum temperature.
An official of the MeT
department said at 0.7
degrees Celsius as the minimum temperature on
Friday, Srinagar city recorded the coldest night of the
season so far.
"Drass was the coldest in
J&K and Ladakh at minus
12.6 as the minimum.
"Pahalgam had minus 3.4
and Gulmarg 0.6 as the minimum. "Jammu had 11.8,
Katra 11.6, Batote 5.6,
Banihal 1.2 and Bhaderwah
3.4 as the night's lowest temperature". Due to clear night
sky, the official said the minimum temperatures are likely to drop further during the
next 3 to 4 days.

A

fake vaccination racket
was busted in Unnao's
Miyaganj area, where
more than 3,000 vaccine
doses were found kept out of
cold storage.
The beneficiaries were
receiving fake messages saying that they had been vaccinated.
Around 3,000 vaccine
doses meant for the
Community Health Centre in
Miyaganj were recovered
under suspicious circumstances at the residence of a
private employee. The vaccines were not kept in cold
storage. The fake vaccination
racket came to light after the
beneficiary received a message saying that they had
received the second dose
when they had not been
administered it. Umesh
Chandra, 42, who had taken
the first dose, said that the
second shot was due to be
administered on November
7. But even before he reached

the centre, he received a
message on his phone stating
that he had been administered the second dose. BJP
MLA from Safipur, Bambalal
Diwakar, who reached the
spot, complained to senior
officials as well as the Chief
Minister's Office demanding
action against the culprits.
The Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) has ordered a probe
into the incident.
Investigating officer,
Sangeet Patel said that store
helper Rani, who used to
maintain the vaccine boxes,

was asked by CHC superintendent Aftab Ahmed to keep
the boxes of vaccine doses at
her place. She said she had
no idea about what use these
shots were put to and was
only following the superintendent's orders. She also
alleged that Ahmed used to
pressurize her to make fake
records of the work done at
the CHC, and threatened to
fire her if she objected.
The CHC superintendent
could not be contacted and
his mobile numbers were
switched off.

HEAVY RAINS IN KANYAKUMARI; SCHOOLS, COLLEGES CLOSED

MP Minister threatens to get Khurshid's
book on Ayodhya banned in state
Heavy rains that created immense trouble for the people of Chennai,

Team Absolute|Bhopal

have now moved to Kanyakumari in South Tamil Nadu.

S

enior Congress leader Salman Khurshid's
book on Ayodhya which has courted
controversy for comparing 'Hindutva'
with radical Islamist terror groups, is likely to
face a ban in Madhya Pradesh.
Amid the ongoing controversy over its content, the book has found a new critic in
Madhya Pradesh Home Minister Narottam
Mishra.
Addressing a press conference here on
Friday, Mishra slammed Khurshid for comparing 'Hindutva' with radical Islamist terror
groups, and accused the Congress of dividing
people of Hindu community.
Meanwhile, Mishra also threatened to put a
ban on sale of the book -Sunrise Over
Ayodhya: Nationhood in Our Times' in
Madhya Pradesh. "I will consult law experts
and get this book banned in the state," Mishra
said, adding that the content of the book is
highly objectionable. "Salman Khurshid's
book is condemnable. They (Congress) don't

COVID MAY REMAIN
LIKE COMMON
COLD: DR.REDDY
Hyderabad: Eminent
physician Dr. D. Nageshwar
Reddy on Friday hoped that
by next year, life will come
back to normal and while
Covid-19 may remain, it
will become like a common
cold. The chairman and
Founder of AIG Hospitals
said that while doctors see
death every day, what they
saw during the pandemic
was different as in some
cases, and entire families
were wiped out. The leading gastroenterologist
recalled doctors themselves
did not know how to deal
with it. "We were frightened. It was like a soldier
going to war without
weapons. To add to it, WHO
predictions were like our
weather predictions," he
said.

CHENNAI | Agencies
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leave an opportunity to divide our country,"
he added. Mishra also attacked on State
Congress Chief and the former chief minister
Kamal Nath saying, "What Kamal Nath had
said - 'it's not mahan Bharat but badnam
Bharat. This is part of the same thought."
Veteran Congress leader and former chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh, Digvijaya Singh,
who was present during the book launch in
Delhi on Wednesday, came out in Khurshid's
defence saying, "He (Khurshid) wrote nothing
wrong in his book."

n the wake of torrential rains
since Thursday, the district collector has declared holidays for
schools. Colleges too have been
closed.
Several places in the district are
inundated with water entering the
homes in many low-lying areas.
According to India
Meteorological Department (IMD),
many parts of the district received
an average rainfall of 77.2 mm,
while eight places recorded more
than 100 mm rains in the past 24
hours till Friday 8 a.m.
Mambalathurayar, Poigai, and
Mukkadal dams continue to overflow. The water level in four other
reservoirs is also rising due to inces-

6-month separation period not valid if
couple seeks divorce mutually: Raj HC
JAIPUR | Agencies

he Rajasthan High Court in a significant decision has
said that 'if a husband and wife seek divorce with mutual consent, six month separation period will not be
valid'.
The court was hearing a case on Thursday from Pratapgarh
in which the Udaipur Family Court had fixed a six months
separation period for divorce and had rejected application for
instant divorce. The High Court in its order clearly said in the
case that it was not appropriate to give six months' time to the
couple seeking divorce mutually.
In this case, an applicant Monika Sharma, a resident of
Dhariyavad had filed a petition in the High Court stating that
she is living separately from her husband, Rahul Sharma, resident of udaipur, since 2019.
Both of them had applied for divorce in the family court of
Udaipur with mutual consent, but were given six months'
separation time."Both of us have been living separately since
2019. The appeal for hand-to-hand divorce was rejected by
the family court," said Monica in her application while her
counsel told the court that the Supreme Court had earlier

Kasganj (U.P.) |Agencies
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asked by the police to do," he
said. The Kasganj police has
refused to comment on
Chand Miyan retracting his
statement. "Please ask the
father of the deceased as to
why he is changing his stand
from one statement to another. What can police say about
this?" said ASP Kasganj, A.K.
Singh. It may be recalled that
22-year-old Altaf was called
for interrogation at the
Kasganj police station in an
abduction case and he died
on Tuesday evening.
The police claimed that
Altaf, who was accused of
eloping with a minor Hindu
girl, had strangulated himself
using a string from his jacket
hood in the washroom of the
police lock-up.

"During interrogation, the
accused went to the washroom at the police station,
where he hanged himself to
death from the tap," said A.K.
Singh, additional superintendent of police (ASP).
Meanwhile, Altaf's family
has now appealed for a CBI
inquiry into the case.
"How can a man commit
suicide by hanging himself
from a 3-feet-high tap. We do
not trust the post-mortem
report, which cites 'hanging'
as the cause of death," said
Fatima, mother of the
deceased. The post-mortem
report says there were no
injury marks on the body and
asphyxiation was the cause of
death.

Bihar: 33 drown in separate incidents
during Chhath festival
Patna|Agencies

s many as 33 persons
drowned in different
parts of Bihar during
Chhath celebrations, a disaster management official said
on Friday.
Rohtas, Saran, Gaya and
Siwan district recorded two
deaths each on Thursday,
while Biharsharif and Buxar
districts registered one each.
Three people met their
watery grave in Begusarai
district. While four persons
drowned in Samastipur, one
died in Bettiah.
Four fatalities each were
registered in Saharsa and
Khagaria, while two deaths
each took place in Supaul
and Lakhisarai.
Madhepura, Purnea and
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Was forced to give clean chit to police:
Victim's father in Kasganj death case
n a turn of events, the
father of the 22-year-old
man, who died in police
custody in Kasganj, has now
denied having given a clean
chit to the police.
The father Chand Miyan
had given a letter absolving
the police of all blame in his
son's death.
The note, written in Hindi,
said Altaf was depressed and
had ended his life by suicide.
Chand Miyan told
reporters on Thursday
evening that he was threatened by officials that his son's
body will not be handed over
to him if he spoke against the
police.
"I did what I was told to do
by the police," he said.
He said he was illiterate
and could not read what was
written before placing his
thumbprint on the letter.
"I was neither in good
health nor in a proper frame
of mind when I gave the
statement and placed my
thumb impression without
knowing the content on the
paper. Being in an unstable
condition, I did what I was

sant rains at the catchment areas.
Surulacode recorded the highest
rainfall of (150 mm) followed by
Kannimar (136.88mm) and
Perunchani (129.8mm). Four other
weather stations also recorded
water levels above 100mm.
Heavy rains partially damaged
eight houses in Vilavancode Taluk
and one each in Thovalai and
Tiruvattur taluks.
Water level in Mullaperiyar dam
continues to increase and touched
138.95 feet on Friday morning.
Rains are lashing the southern
districts of Tamil Nadu including
Madurai, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi,
Theni, and Ramanathapuram since
Wednesday and continuing on
Friday also.

removed the requirement of six months' separation in a
case.After hearing the arguments of both the sides, Justice
Dinesh Mehta said that this court ends the statutory period of
separation for six months. Also, it ordered the Family Court
that it can issue a decree of divorce in the case following the
complete statutory decor.

Bhagalpur district recorded
one death each.
The tragedy occurred
when the devotees were taking dip in rivers, ponds and
canals after "second Argha"
to celebrate the festival.
Meanwhile, the relatives of
the deceased blamed district

administration for failing to
earmark dangerous ghats
which led to mishaps.
In Begusarai, mob set two
vehicles of district police afire
and also pelted stones on the
police team. Similar scenes
were witnessed in other districts too.

Married daughters in UP
eligible for dependent quota
 In a major development,
the Yogi Adityanath government has decided
that married daughters
of the government officials, who die during their
service period, would
also be eligible to get a
government job under
deceased dependent
quota.
LUCKNOW | Agencies

T

he state cabinet, held by circulation, has approved the proposal to include 'married
daughters' in the category of
dependents of deceased government officials to be given a government job on compassionate
grounds.
The move is being seen as an
attempt to counter the pro-women
campaign unleashed by the
Congress in Uttar Pradesh, ahead of

the Assembly elections.
Till now, only the wife, a married/unmarried son and unmarried
daughter were bracketed as
dependents of a deceased government official.
The cabinet has broadened the
definition of 'dependent daughters'
to include the married ones also,

officials said.
A senior official, however, said
that the married daughter will be
lower down the order after the
deceased's wife, married/unmarried
son and unmarried daughter.
"She may also get the job if other
family members refuse to take up a
government job," the government

spokesman said.
The proposal was moved as the
12th amendment in the deceased
government servants' rule 2021.
Earlier this year, the Allahabad
High Court had maintained that
excluding married daughters from
the definition of 'family' in the rules
for appointment on compassionate
grounds was 'unconstitutional' and
in violation of Articles 14 and 15 of
the Constitution.
While hearing a petition in
January, the high court held that a
married daughter was 'no less eligible' for a government job on compassionate grounds, than her married brother or unmarried sister.
The court was hearing a petition
filed by one Manjul Srivastava, who
had challenged a June 2020 order of
Prayagraj district basic education
officer, rejecting her claim to the
appointment on compassionate
grounds following her father's death
during his service to the state government.The Centre has also included married daughters in the definition of 'family'.
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maharashtra

Thackeray convalescing
well post surgery, to go
home soon

DESHMUKH'S ED CUSTODY
IN GRAFT CASE EXTENDED
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

Special PMLA Court here on Friday extended by 3 days the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) custody of former Maharashtra home
minister Anil Deshmukh, nabbed 10 days ago in
an alleged money-laundering case.
Strongly contesting the ED plea, Deshmukh's
lawyers Vikram Chaudhri and Aniket Nikam said
that the former minister appeared before the ED
voluntarily and even agreed to be in ED's extended custody though he had been granted judicial
custody last week.
Arguing before Special Judge H.S. Satbhai, they
questioned why the chargesheet was filed without arresting dismissed cop Sachin Vaze, the
prime accused, who played a key role but
remains 'accused' only on paper.
Chaudhri and Nikam also asked why the former Mumbai Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh -- currently untraceable -- has not been
summoned for probe to record his statement.
"The country is passing through a phase where
chaos and anarchy prevail, and the judiciary is
the only saviour... The idea is to tire out
Deshmukh... The ED seeking further custody is
proof that all is not fair and they are acting with

malice," Chaudhri said.
Making a plea for extending Deshmukh's custody, ED Special Public Prosecutor Shriram
Shirsat submitted it was needed since new facts
have emerged in the case which need to be

Maharashtra Transport Bus Depots Shut,
But Some Workshop Employees Resume
Bus operations were
paralysed as for the
fourth consecutive
day all depots
remained shut due to
the indefinite strike
by employees that
started on October 28
to demand merger of
the MSRTC with the
state government.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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ll 250 bus depots of
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation remained shut
on Friday also due to an
ongoing strike by employees though some staffers
have resumed work at
workshops of the transport
undertaking, MSRTC officials said.
Bus operations were

paralysed as for the fourth
consecutive day all depots
remained shut due to the
indefinite strike by employees that started on October
28 to demand merger of the
MSRTC with the state government. A merger will
accord the status of state
government employees to
MSRTC staffers. "All 250
depots are shut across the
state, but scores of employees at workshops have
returned to work," said a
spokesperson of MSRTC.
On Thursday, Maharashtra
transport minister Anil
Parab had assured full protection to employees who
are willing to rejoin duty.
According to the MSRTC
officials, so far the stateowned corporation has suspended 2,053 employees,
including 1,135 on
Thursday, from various
depots for taking part in the
strike and asking others to

join the stir.
An official said the corporation is likely to take
similar action against more
employees. Meanwhile, a
group of MSRTC employees
continued their protest at
Azad Maidan in South
Mumbai. The protest at
Azad Maidan, backed by
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
has been going on since
Tuesday.
The official said as of
now no meeting is scheduled between the government and unions to end the
deadlock.
The MSRTC on
Wednesday filed a contempt petition in the
Bombay High Court, saying
the unions have continued
the strike despite the HC
declaring it illegal. The
court has sought replies
from the unions and will
hear the matter on
November 15.

Mumbai, Saturday, November 13, 2021

probed.
Further, he contended that Vaze, the accused
in the same case, is currently in Mumbai Police
custody till Saturday.
The ED would move a fresh plea seeking Vaze's
custody so that he could be confronted with
Deshmukh, as the latter has been giving evasive
replies. Deshmukh who went for the ED probe on
November 1, was arrested in the early hours of
November 2 and has been in custody since then.
Last Sunday, the Bombay High Court had set
aside the Special Court order granting Deshmukh
judicial custody for 14 days and sent him back to
the ED custody till November 12, and now
extended till November 15.
The ED lodged the case against the senior
Nationalist Congress Party leader based on the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) FIR arising
out of Singh's letter to Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray last March alleging that Deshmukh
had ordered Vaze and others to 'collect' Rs 100
crore per month from Mumbai hoteliers.
It further alleged that Deshmukh had received
Rs 4.70 crore bribe in cash between December
2020-February 2021 through Vaze, which he had
launched through paper companies and his trust.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray -- who underwent
a successful surgery at Sir H. N. Reliance Foundation Hospital on
Friday morning -- is stable and convalescing well, officials said.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

H

e was operated upon
by a team of medicos,
including heart specialist Dr. Ajit Desai and spine
surgeon Dr. Shekhar Bhojraj
to cure a cervical spine related
issue.
Thackeray has been shifted
to his ward with his condition
described as 'fine and he is
recovering well', and he is
likely to be discharged from
the hospital in a day or two.
"The CM has been operated upon for the problem and
the procedure has been successful...," Raut earlier
informed the media informally, but without revealing any
details.In an unexpected
move, Thackeray was admit-

ted to the private hospital late
on Wednesday, a couple of
days after he appeared in a
public online event wearing a
neck brace. However, the CM
allayed apprehensions by
confirming that for the past

couple of years during the
Covid pandemic, he was suffering from the neck issues
but ignored it, with the aggravation leading to doctors
advising a 'proper treatment'
for it.

MVA allies, Gandhi kin slam Kangana's 'real freedom' comment
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aha Vikas Aghadi allies and a Gandhi kin
on Friday slammed Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut for her 'real freedom'
remark and demanded that the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Central government arrest her and take
back all state honours/awards given to her.
Leaders of the Shiv Sena-Nationalist Congress
Party-Congress lashed out at Ranaut who was
recently conferred the Padma Shri by President
Ram Nath Kovind "for her apparent ignorance of
history and facts."
Great grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, Tushar A.
Gandhi said that Kangana is "an agent of hate,
intolerance and rabidity", so it is not surprising she
feels that India got her 'real freedom' in 2014 (when
the BJP government came to power).
"Hatred, bigotry, sham patriotism and oppression were liberated in India in 2014 and a very poisonous and vicious ideology gained dominance,
personified by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,"
Tushar Gandhi said without mincing words.
Sena MP and Chief Spokesperson Sanjay Raut
said, "Kangana has insulted the nation which is celebrating the 75th jubilee of Indian Independence
this year and must apologise to the whole country".
"She says that India's freedom in 1947 was a
'bheekh' (dole). So does she mean that all the freedom fighters who have been honoured with the
'Tamra Patra' and other awards are beggars? She

has defamed and maligned the whole country,"
Raut said.
NCP's National Spokesperson and Minorities
Affairs Minister Nawab Malik said the actress may

have been under the influence of narcotics when
she made the comments -- referring to Kangana's
past 'confession' that she used to be a drug
addict."It seems that Kangana Ranaut took a heavy
dose of Malana Cream before she spoke.. She
should be immediately arrested," Malik said sarcastically, hinting at the actress' home-state Himachal
Pradesh where the drug (Malana Cream) is produced. Condemning Kangana's comments,
Congress General Secretary Sachin Sawant said:
"This is the BJP's version of 'Jhansi Ki Rani' who
dares to slander the freedom struggle and sacrifices
of the martyrs by her 'Azaadi bheek me mili hai'
statement now.""It's a pity that such puppets are
being nurtured by the BJP deliberately. These puppets are not the real culprits but their master is,"
Sawant said.
Other leaders like Kishore Tiwari, Atul LondhePatil, Krishna Hegde and more have also attacked
the actress for her remarks on a public forum and
demanded a clarification from the BJP on her
stand.
Tushar Gandhi added that since 2014, the purveyors of hate got official sanction to freely propagate their toxic ideology.
"It is not surprising that such statements were
made in a function attended by the PM. After all,
today, the PMO has become the 'fountain of hate'
that flows abundantly in India," he said.

'Consider reducing gap between two vaccine shots': Maharashtra tells Centre At COP26, Maharashtra Announces Ambitious
Targets To Address Climate Change
State public health minister
Rajesh Tope suggested the
same during his virtual
meeting with Union health
minister on Thursday

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ith the target to inoculate
100% of its targeted population of 91.44 million by
November 30 against Covid-19, the
Maharashtra government has urged
the Centre to reduce the gap between
two doses. The state government has
stated that it will help them speed up
the inoculation, officials said.
State public health minister Rajesh
Tope, during his virtual meeting with
union health minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Thursday, said that
the ministry should consider reducing the gap between the two shots of
the Covishield vaccine. Tope also

W

apprised the minister about the
ongoing programme in the state to
boost the inoculation drive. Health
ministers from other states and
union territories too participated in
the meeting.
Tope said that the state government is working to administer at least
one dose to all the 91.44 million eligible population by November 30. Till 8
pm on November 11, Maharashtra
administered 101,201,096 doses, of
which at least one dose was given to
68,512,744 beneficiaries, while
3,26,88,352 people are fully vaccinated. A statement from the state government quoted Tope, "The speed of
vaccination can be accelerated by
reducing the gap between the two
doses of Covishield vaccine. The
union ministry must consider this
suggestion." He added that the state
has initiated programmes such as
Mission Kavach Kundal, Mission
Yuva Swastha to push the vaccina-

tion.
"Public awareness is being created
to allay the doubts of the citizens
about vaccination. Efforts are being
made for this through the help of
opinion leaders and religious leaders," he said.
Meanwhile, Maharashtra on
Thursday added 997 fresh Covid-19
cases, pushing the tally to 6,621,420.
For nearly a week, the state has been
clocking under 1000 cases daily (with
an exception of November 10).
Maharashtra added 28 fatalities,
pushing its Covid-19 death toll to
140,475.The state's active case count
dipped to 12,352 on Thursday. Pune,
Mumbai, Thane, Ahmednagar and
Raigad are the top five districts with
the most active cases. These five districts contribute to 80.15% of the
state's total active cases with 9,901
cases. A day after surpassing 300
cases on Wednesday, Mumbai added
276 fresh Covid infections, taking its

tally to 759,562. Mumbai added two
deaths due to Covid-19.
Besides Mumbai, a chunk of the
fresh cases came from Pune district
(205), Ahmednagar (106), Thane
(103), Raigad (74), and Nashik (50).
The state's active case count
dipped to 12,352 on Thursday. Pune,
Mumbai, Thane, Ahmednagar and
Raigad are the top five districts with
the most active cases.
The daily positivity rate continued
to remain under 1% for the second
day straight at 0.92%. In the last 24
hours, the state tested 108,086 samples. The overall positivity rate was
10.41%.
According to the state health
department data on November 9, 11
districts, including Pune,
Sindhudurg, Amravati, Palghar,
Parbhani, Ahmednagar, Solapur,
Nashik, Satara, Jalna and Akola, have
a higher weekly positivity rate than
the state's average of 1.35%.
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aharashtra, as a sub-national and
regional government, has ramped up
its presence at COP26 with several
high-profile announcements in addressing
the issue of climate change and adopting
solutions to move towards greener energy.
After announcing that Maharashtra had
joined the UN Race to Resilience campaign,
the state on Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
a non-profit, RMI, to support adoption and
promotion of Electric Vehicles (EVs) in
Maharashtra.

Maharashtra govt begins process
to suspend Param Bir, DCP-rank
 The DGP sent the file back three
days ago and now the home department is planning the suspension of
Singh and the DCP, instead of the 25
officers whose names had figured in
the earlier list.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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he Maharashtra government has initiated
the process for the suspension of IPS officer
Param Bir Singh and a deputy commissioner of police-rank officer of Mumbai Police against
whom FIRs were registered in connection with
charges of extortion.
Sources said that three days ago, a report containing details of specific charges against each
officer was sent from the DGP's office to the
Maharashtra Home Department following which
the process began. An official said, "The decision
to suspend Singh and another DCP-rank officer
was taken after their names featured in a couple
of places in the report in connection with the
extortion charges. However, since these are senior
officers, the proposal will go to the CM, who will
take the final call. It will come only next week

when the chief minister comes back from hospital."
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has been
admitted to a Mumbai hospital for a cervical
complaint, and is likely to undergo surgery.
In the last week of September, Maharashtra
DGP Sanjay Pandey had proposed to the state
home department that a total of 25 officers
including Param Bir Singh, four DCP-rank officers
and several ACP-rank officers booked on charges
of extortion in five FIRs should be suspended.
The department, however, was of the view that all
officers could not be painted with the same brush
and the exact roles of officers were necessary to
determine if they should be suspended.

Accordingly, the file was sent back by the home
department seeking more details and specific
roles of each of the policemen.
The DGP sent the file back three days ago and
now the home department is planning the suspension of Singh and the DCP, instead of the 25
officers whose names had figured in the earlier
list.
Singh (59), who was last posted as DG Home
Guards, has been on leave from May. The CID has
tried to locate him to serve arrest warrants but he
has not been found at any of the residences that
police have on record. There have been three Non
Bailable Warrants issued against Singh. Other
than the five FIRs, there are two departmental
open enquiries against him. The first FIR against
Singh and 16 other police officers was registered
by Akola police based on a complaint by inspector Bhimrao Ghadge. The list of accused includes
two DCPs, Parag Manere and Sanjay Shinde.
Following this, on July 23, an FIR was registered at
the Marine Drive police station where the
accused included DCP Akbar Pathan. Pathan
subsequently challenged the FIR in the Bombay
HC where the matter is currently being heard.
The next day, another FIR was registered by Kopri
police where Singh along with DCP Manere and
three civilians were named.
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According to the MoU, RMI will provide
technical support to implement state's
recently launched EV Policy. The signing
took place in Glasgow, United Kingdom, at
the United Nations Conference on Climate
Change (COP26)."We look forward to further
our partnership on electric mobility, ZEV,
hydrogen fuel and decarbonization our transport sector and urban renewal sector" said
Aaditya Thackeray, Cabinet Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, at the
signing of the MoU.On MoU signing,
Akshima Ghate, Senior Director, RMI India
said, "Maharashtra has notified one of the
most progressive sub-national EV policies.

04
Mumbai, Saturday, November 13, 2021

EDITOR’S SPECS

Now Sangam to
be illuminated

A

fter 'Deepotsav' in Ayodhya,
Prayagraj will now be lit up with
around five lakh diyas at the
Sangam area, the confluence point of the
Ganga and Yamuna rivers, on the occasion of Dev Deepawali on November 19.
Efforts are on to make the event a grand
affair in the holy city. Prayagraj District
Magistrate Sanjay Kumar Khatri said that
a much larger celebration has been
planned this year as compared to the previous years and that an Additional
District Magistrate (Administration) has
been appointed as the nodal officer for the
event. He said that people from all walks of
life, as well as prominent personalities
from the city will be in attendance.
However, Covid-19 protocols will be followed strictly during the event. During the
event, special decorations would be made
on both sides of the Ganga Aarti Manch
and visitors would be able to enjoy the
event through the boat facility also. The
district administration officials are coordinating with office bearers of Prayagraj
Navik Sangh in a bid to offer facilities to
visitors who would be able to enjoy the
spectacular view through boats after paying reasonable price tickets. Renowned
artists from the city as well as the country
are being invited to perform on the occasion. Officials are also planning to execute
special sand artwork near the event and
all prominent crossings and intersections
of the city would also be illuminated. The
Dev Deepawali festival is celebrated in the
state 15 days after Diwali fand falls on the
full moon night of Kartik month as per the
Hindu calendar. Till now, the festival had
been restricted to Varanasi.
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SURGE IN OCCUPANCIES, EARNINGS TRIGGERS
FLURRY OF NEW HOTEL SIGNINGS
Sourish Bhattacharyya

B

uoyed by the revenge travel-driven
surge in occupancies, the gradual
return of business travellers and an
unprecedented upward spike in the industry
bellwether, RevPAR (revenue per available
room), hotel chains and developers are busy
inking partnership deals and announcing a
flurry of new openings.
The momentum for this reinvigorated
interest in the hospitality sector, in fact, has
come from the industry leaders, with the
Indian Hotels Company Limited (better
known as the Taj Group) flagging off one new
collaboration or completed project every
month since 2018, barring the Covid-afflicted
months.
ITC Hotels, meanwhile, has just
announced the launch of its own luxury marquee, Mementos, close on the heels of the
rollout of its boutique hotels collection under
the Storii banner and the renewed thrust
given to the Welcomhotel brand as evidenced
in the recent openings in Katra (Jammu and
Kashmir) and Bhubaneswar in the space of
three months.
Anil Chadha, Chief Executive, ITC Hotels,
articulated the industry sentiment when he
said that the hospitality sector had moved
from "survival to revival" and the driver of
this change was the rush, post Covid 2.0, to
leisure locations "from the hills to the seas".
Unsurprisingly, Goa has emerged the
RevPAR leader in absolute terms, notching
up a 389.8 per cent increase in Q3 2021 (third
quarter of this calendar year), in the real
estate and investment management firm
JLL's just-released Hotel Momentum India
report. This quarter-to-quarter increase, as
the report points out, may have been partly
because of the low base of Q3 2020, but the
country's five other principal hospitality sector markets have seen triple-digit RevPAR
growth numbers, from 102 per cent
(Mumbai) and 111 per cent (Delhi) to 213 per
cent (Bengaluru).
"Brand India has shown its intrinsic
strength," Chadha said, pointing to the
momentum provided by domestic leisure
travellers. With so much positivity in the air,
the effect was bound to be felt in new hotel
signings and openings - and IHCL, clearly,
leads in this department.
Speaking on IHCL's "journey of continuous
growth and expansion", its Executive VicePresident (Real Estate and Development),

Suma Venkatesh, said the company has
signed more than 70 hotels and opened over
25 new addresses over the past three years.
"The growth momentum continued
despite the pandemic, and according to a
recent report by [hotel management consultancy] HVS Anarock, IHCL achieved the
highest number of signings and openings in
India in 2020," Venkatesh said.
Adding that IHCL will open "12 hotels this
fiscal" (that is, one hotel a month),
Venkatesh said: "Our upcoming hotels
include those in Dubai, Kolkata, Navi
Mumbai and Sikkim, besides Taj Wellington
Mews in Chennai, South Asia's first-ever luxury residences managed entirely by women."
The IHCL portfolio has 227 hotels, including
56 under development.
According to Achin Khanna, Managing
Partner of the consultancy firm, Hotelivate,
the country saw 60 new hotel projects being
signed and these together represent 8,700
rooms (or an average of 145 rooms per signing).
This number is expected to swell consid-

Nobel Peace Laureate to address human rights forum
London|Agencies

N

obel Peace Prize winner Maria
Ressa and Zahra Joya, an
Afghan reporter who fled the
Taliban, will join a distinguished lineup of speakers that also includes
world-renowned Professor of
Economics Jeffrey Sachs, Executive
Director of Aspen Digital Vivian
Schiller and founder of craigslist,
philanthropist Craig Newmark at the
Thomson Reuters Foundation's flagship annual forum Trust Conference
on November 17-18.
They will join human rights
defenders, innovators, media experts,
policymakers and business leaders at
the online forum, which brings
together thousands of delegates from
around the world.
The event comes at a critical juncture of the Covid-19 crisis and the UN
climate summit, and will address how
the pandemic has deepened longstanding social and economic
inequalities, has revitalised the drive
for a sustainable future and has triggered an alarming spike in media
freedom and human rights violations.
With 18 hours of live-streamed
talks, plenaries and insight sessions,

leading experts from a variety of disciplines will share new insights on
shifting the post-pandemic economy
onto a more inclusive and sustainable
path, one built on the principles of
human rights, media freedom and
climate justice.
They will weigh in on cutting-edge
solutions to tackle the world's most
consequential challenges, including
the business case for economic inclusion, the path to zero emissions, the
human cost of internet shutdowns

BELARUSIAN PREZ THREATENS TO CUT
OFF PIPELINE IF EUROPE CLOSES BORDER
Minsk:Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko has
threatened to cut off the YamalEurope natural gas pipeline if
European Union (EU) countries
close the border with Minsk. "We
deliver heat to Europe, they still
threaten us that they will close the
border. And what if we cut off natural gas? Therefore, I would recommend that the Polish leadership, Lithuanians and other headless people think before
speaking," Xinhua news agency quoted Lukashenko as saying at a cabinet meeting here on Thursday.
The Yamal-Europe pipeline, operated by Russian oil and
gas company Gazprom, runs across Russia, Belarus, Poland
and Germany. According to Lukashenko, the volume of gas
transit from Russia to Europe has increased significantly in
recent days. At Thursday's cabinet meeting, Lukashenko
also instructed relevant units to monitor the movement of
Polish and other European troops.
The President's remarks came as thousands of migrants
and refugees are stuck in cold weather on the BelarusPoland border. Overnight temperatures at the border have
fallen below freezing and some of the stranded people
stranded have warned they are running out of food and
water. This crisis comes amid an escalating international
row as the EU, and now NATO and the US, have accused
Belarus's authoritarian leader of provoking a renewed
migrant crisis in Europe. Many of the migrants are young
men but there are also women and children, mostly from
the Middle East and Asia.

and a legal network for journalists at
risk. This year's diverse speakers are
at the forefront of their respective
fields. "The converging economic,
health and climate crises are putting
our democracies, people and planet
under an existential threat," said
Thomson Reuters Foundation CEO
Antonio Zappulla.
"But there is also a great opportunity for a coordinated global response
-- the success of which depends on
how well we work with and learn

from each other.
In response to the ongoing, drastic
deterioration of media freedoms, the
Foundation will also be launching a
new Legal Network for Journalists at
Risk (LNJAR) at Trust Conference, an
initiative in partnership with the
Committee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ) and Media Defence.
The LNJAR comprises 15 organisations, and strategically coordinates
different types of legal support to
enable journalists and independent
media outlets to continue to cover
public interest stories and hold power
to account without fear of retribution.
Additionally, the Foundation will
unveil its partnership with UNESCO,
the International Women's Media
Foundation and the International
News Safety Institute (INSI) through
which it has developed practical and
legal tools for journalists, media managers and newsrooms to counter
harassment. Now in its ninth year,
Trust Conference reflects the
Thomson Reuters Foundationa's
work in tackling the world's most
complex societal issues, with a focus
on socio-economic inclusion, sustainability, media freedom and
human rights.

Toll from adverse weather
conditions in SL reaches 25

international

Yemeni forces conduct partial
withdrawal from Hodeidah
Sanaa|Agencies

Y

emeni forces conducted a partial withdrawal from the outskirts of
the country's Red Sea port
city of Hodeidah, a government official said.
"The joint forces that
include several anti-Houthi
military units began withdrawing from their positions in the southern and
eastern areas of the turbulent city of Hodeidah," the
official told Xinhua news
agency.
He said that the joint
forces withdrew from AlSaleh and Kilo16 residential
neighborhoods in Hodeidah
to other new locations in
the strategic coastal city.The
partial withdrawal was
implemented within the
framework of a UN-sponsored agreement to establish a "green" zone in the

conflict areas in Hodeidah,
he added.
Meanwhile, another military official confirmed to
Xinhua that the
Commander of Yemeni
National Resistance Forces
Brigadier General Tariq
Saleh, who is the nephew of
former President Ali
Abdullah Saleh, began withdrawing in accordance with
a new phase of cooperation
and coordination with the
Southern Transitional
Council (STC) based in
Aden.
He added that "leaders of
the STC and Tariq's elite
national troops unified
their efforts following
mutual understandings
aimed at carrying out a new
military campaign against
the rebel militias in
Hodeidah's coastal areas
and elsewhere in Yemen".
Elite military units of

Nepal offers cash aid to
Covid-affected families
Kathmandu|Agencies
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Colombo|Agencies
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he death toll from the
adverse weather conditions in Sri Lanka has
increased to 25, while over
200,000 people have been
affected so far, the country's
Disaster Management Centre
(DMC) said in its latest
update.
According to official figures, one person was reported missing and seven people
were injured as heavy rains
and strong winds lashed the
island nation since last weekend, reports Xinhua news
agency.
Twenty-three houses were
fully destroyed, while 1,253
were partially damaged, the
DMC said. The Meteorology
Department earlier this week
issued a "red alert" for several
areas as further rains and
winds were expected in the
coming days. A landslide

erably because, as Khanna points out,
"November and December are the months
when the bulk of the signings take place."
And new hotels projects are being signed all
over the country. Hotelivate alone has
advised on collaborations in places as varied
and Noida and Goa, Udaipur and Imphal.
The growth is also drawing the hospitality
sector away from its traditional luxury fixation. "The middle-class traveller is an unrealised market," Rattan Keswani, Deputy
Managing Director, Lemon Tree Hotels,
pointed out. "Thanks to the growth of
MSMEs, the customer base for the Rs 2,750Rs 5,500 average room rate bracket has been
expanding constantly."
And this customer segment, post Covid
2.0, now associates branded hotels with
safety and security, according to Keswani,
who has presided over nine openings in the
past 18 months, with the tenth expected in
Mumbai before the end of FY2022.
The shifting customer preference, as well as the changing demographics, explains

the growing demand for branded hotels in
non-traditional markets such as Lucknow,
which is seeing a significant growth in weekend travel from Moradabad and Kanpur,
and Gorakhpur, where new hotel business is
driven by the expanding India-Nepal border
trade.
The room for growth in these markets is
more than tempting. In the third quarter of
this year, supply rose by a mere 9.5 per cent,
but demand soared by a whopping 159 per
cent.
Hotel developers have been quick to
respond to this palpable shift. It becomes
clear from the numbers in JLL's Hotel
Momentum India report - of the 32 new
branded hotel signings in Q3 2021, 16 are in
the midscale segment and nine in the
upscale category, where average room rates
are in the range mentioned by Keswani (Rs
2,750 to Rs 5,500).Even among the 24 new
hotel openings, 10 are midscale and three
upscale. Interestingly, four of these hotels
are in the luxury category and five are upper
upscale - that is, nine out of the 24 new
openings, compared with two each in the
two categories among the 32 new signings.
The new openings were conceptualised,
on average, four to five years ago, when the
sentiment was still bullish on luxury and
upper upscale hotels. Today, as Keswani put
it, hotels are planned taking into account
two factors - investment affordability (for
the developer) and rate affordability (for the
potential customer).
Significantly, all 24 new openings reported in the JLL report are in Tier II and III
cities and towns, whereas 28 out of the 32
signings are for hotel projects in these previously under-served locations, which could
be as varied as Siliguri and Visakhapatnam,
Vapi (Gujarat) and Deoghar (Jharkhand).
"More is in store," promises Chadha of
ITC Hotels, pointing to the growth momentum. Khanna of Hotelivate adds that even a
third wave of the pandemic won't dampen
sentiments, for the hospitality sector, like the
rest of the country, is better prepared and
both developers and hotel operators are of
the view that new projects are long-haul
decisions that shouldn't be pushed to the
backburner because of short-term crises.

warning was also issued for
10 districts including
Colombo. DMC Deputy
Director Pradeep Kodippili
said there was an increase in
water levels in several major
rivers as well and a red notice
was issued over the water
levels rising in many reservoirs and rivers. People who
live in the irrigation areas
and downstream areas were
asked to be cautious. The

Meteorology Department
said that more rains were
expected in several areas of
the country in the coming
days and people were urged
to be cautious as this could
cause floods in low-lying
areas. The Sri Lanka Navy
said it had deployed relief
teams to flood-prone areas
for search and rescue operations in the event of a weather-related disaster.

he Nepal government
has encouraged eligible
families belonging to
poor households affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic to
apply for cash grants as part
of a relief scheme announced
earlier this year.
Under the relief plan
included in the budget for the
current 2021-22 fiscal year
starting in mid-July, the government will distribute 10,000
NPR ($84) in one-off subsidy
to each eligible family, which
is the first time since the
onset of the pandemic early
last year, reports Xinhua news
agency. A total of 500,000
families will benefit from the
government's scheme at a
cost of 5 billion NPR. As per
the notice issued by the
Ministry of Finance, workers
unemployed after losing jobs
amid the pandemic, daily
wage earners, agricultural
laboUrers, rickshaw pullers,
tourism-related porters and

families losing sole breadwinners, among others, can apply
for the government's support
at ward offices within 15 days.
"We want the ward offices to
select the eligible poor families based on the criteria of
the guidelines," Ritesh Kumar
Shakya, spokesperson for the
ministry, told Xinhua.
"Once the eligible beneficiaries are selected, local governments will deposit 10,000
Nepali rupees in the account
of each beneficiary," he
added. More than 700,000
people alone lost their jobs
due to the first wave of the
pandemic, according to a
study by the National
Planning Commission.

Tariq's forces, known as the
Guardians of the Republic,
are currently controlling
key strategic areas on the
western coast of Yemen and
sporadically engage in
fighting with the Houthi
rebels there. Hodeidah, a
vital lifeline for millions
facing starvation, has seen
a shaky ceasefire between
the government and the
Houthi group since they
reached a UN-sponsored
truce in Stockholm in
December 2018.The truce
was seen as the first phase
toward a nationwide ceasefire to end Yemen's yearslong military conflict, but
fighting continued across
the impoverished Arab
country.Hodeidah is under
the control of the Houthis,
while the government
forces have advanced to the
southern and eastern
districts.

Terror bid foiled in Pak,
militant arrested: Police
Islamabad:Pakistani law
enforcement agencies have
foiled a terror bid and
arrested a militant affiliated
to a banned outfit in
Quetta city, police said.
The militant was arrested during a targeted operation based on an intelligence tip-off at a hideout in
the Sariab area of Quetta,
the capital of Balochistan
province, Xinhua news
agency quoted the police
as saying. The police said
that a search operation was
also been launched in the
area to look for any accomplice of the arrested terrorist.Police personnel also
seized explosives, arms and
other sensitive materials
from the terrorist's possession. The militant was
shifted to an undisclosed
location for further interrogation shortly after the
arrest.
A case has also been registered against him,
according to the police officials.
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Tribal Pride Day Special
THE RAINBOW TRIBAL LANDSCAPE OF MADHYA
PRADESH IS GLORIOUS AND MULTICOLOURED

Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he largest tribal population of the country
resides in Madhya Pradesh. The rainbow
tribal world of Madhya Pradesh has been
especially attracting anthropologists, cultural
scholars and researchers because of its specialties. The tribes of the state have always been an
inseparable part of the pride of the state with
their multi-faceted culture, arts, customs and
traditions. In the past years, due to development
works, there has also been a vast change in the

social, educational and economic condition of
the tribes of the state. Now they are in the mainstream with their constitutional rights while
keeping pace with the modern times with their
glorious traditions.Being geographically located
in the central part of the country, Madhya
Pradesh touches the boundaries of the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra
and Chhattisgarh. Therefore, in the culture of
Madhya Pradesh, the shades of lifestyle and culture of other border states are also visible.
According to the list set by the Government of
India, 43 Scheduled Tribes live in different areas
with their similar tribe groups. According to the
2011 census, the total population of the state is 7
crore 26 lakh 26 thousand 809, out of which 1
crore 53 lakh 16 thousand 784 are scheduled
tribes. This population is 21.09 percent of
the total population of the state.
Madhya Pradesh is the largest state
of the country in terms of tribal population. According to the 2011 census, the population of scheduled
tribes in India is 14 crore 5 lakh 45
thousand 716, which includes 1
crore 53 lakh 16 thousand 784 population of Madhya Pradesh. This
population is 14.64 percent of the
tribal population of the country. In
terms of population in Madhya
Pradesh, Bhil (Bhil, Bhilala, Barela,
Pataliya), Gond (including similar group
of tribes), Kol, Baiga, Saharia, Korku etc. are
the main tribes respectively. The population of
these tribes (Bhil - 46.18 lakh, Gond - 43.57 lakh,
Kol - 11.67 lakh, Korku - 7.31 lakh, Saharia - 6.15
lakh, Baiga - 4.15 lakh etc.) is about 92 percent
of the total tribal population of the state. Out of
the total Scheduled Tribes, Baiga, Bharia

(Patalkot region) and Saharia are the Special
Backward Tribes declared by the Government of
India.
Among the major tribes residing in Madhya
Pradesh, Agaria tribes who convert ore into iron
by heating the furnace in the traditional method
mainly in Shahdol-Mandla and special backward tribe Baiga- Mandla, Dindori, Balaghat,
Anuppur, Umaria, Shahdol, Sidhi, Bhil (including Bhilala, Barela, Patalia) - Alirajpur, Jhabua,
Dhar, Khargone, Barwani, Ratlam, Mandsaur,
Gond (including similar group
of

tribes) Dindori, Mandla,
Betul, Chhindwara, Seoni, Balaghat, Jabalpur,
Katni, Shahdol, Umaria, Sidhi, Hoshangabad,
Sagar, Panna, Damoh, Raisen etc., Kol - Rewa,
Shahdol, Umaria, Jabalpur, Katni, Mandla,
Dindori etc., Korku - (including group of tribes)
Khandwa, Betul, Hoshangabad, Harda etc.,
Pardhan (including Pathari or Pathari Saroti) ) Mandla, Dindori, Seoni, Chhindwara, Jabalpur
etc., Saharia (including Seharia, Sosia, Sore) Guna Ashoknagar, Shivpuri, Morena, Sheopur,
Sehore, Vidisha, Gwalior etc., Bharia (including
Bhumia, Bhuiar, Paliha, Pando) Major population resides mainly in Jabalpur, Katni, Shahdol,
Umaria, Mandla, Dindori, Seoni etc. districts.
The residence of the special backward tribe
Bharia is in Patalkot area of Chhindwara district.
The term 'Scheduled Tribes' was first used in
Article 366 (25) of the Constitution and the
term Scheduled Tribes was defined under
Article 342(1). On the basis of this, the

Scheduled Tribes were listed by His
Excellency the President of India.
The total geographical area of
tribal population in India is
32 thousand 87 thousand
square kilometer, out of
which 3 lakh 08 thousand square kilometer belongs to
Madhya Pradesh. 93
thousand square
kilometer area of
this geographical
area is marked as
tribal sub-plan area.
From the point of
view of growth, development plans are being
implemented by recognising 89 development blocks of
the densely populated areas of
the state as tribal-dominated development blocks.
Madhya Pradesh is very rich in terms of
tribal culture. Different tribes have different
lifestyles, food, dress, language, dialect and different traditions depending on the geographical
location and availability of natural resources.
The culture and way of life of the border states
is also clearly visible on the tribes of the respective regions. The languages and dialects of
these tribes include Bhili, Bhilali, Bareli,

Madhya Pradesh becoming a centre of tribal entrepreneurship

Pataliya, Gondi (Parsi Gondi, Mandlahi Gondi),
Ojhiani/Shivbhasha, Baigani, Korku Mavasi,
Nihali, Bhariyati, Kolihari, Saharia etc.
Earlier, in terms of population, Gond used to
be the largest tribe of Madhya Bharat mainly in
the regions of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana etc. This land
was ruled by the Gond kings, which was called
the Gondwana kingdom. Raja Hirde Shah, Rani
Durgavati and Raja Shankar Shah and their son
Kuwar Raghunath Shah have been very famous.
Raja Shankar Shah and Kuwar Raghunath Shah
had laid down their lives for the country while
fighting the war of independence against the
British rule. Gondi was the dominant language
in the entire Gondwana region. The number of
its speakers is decreasing due to various reasons. Along with Bhili, Bhilali, Bareli and
Pataliya dialects are prevalent in Bhilanchal.
Bhili is currently the most spoken tribal language of the country. Apart from Madhya
Pradesh, it is also used in some other states of
the country including Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Maharashtra.The deities, festivals, jatras and
fairs of different tribes of Madhya Pradesh are
different. According to the geographical area
and social structure, their beliefs, traditions, living-style, dress, birth-death, marriage rituals
etc. are also different. More or less difference is
also found in the methods of traditional agricultural practices, animal husbandry, hunting,
collection of forest produce etc. The collection
of forest produce and animal husbandry as the
main means of livelihood is prevalent in almost
all the tribes. Traditional knowledge still exists
today in the form of oral wealth. The Baiga,
Saharia and Bharia tribes are particularly
skilled in the identification and treatment with
herbal medicines. Tattooing is prevalent in
almost all tribes as a traditional body ornament.
All tribes give priority to hospitality. Gotras
have a special importance in the social system.
Same-Gotra marriages are prohibited in all
tribes. Dance-music is a special medium for
converting the fatigue and sorrow of the labour
force of the tribal groups into joy.

Accessible and better opportunities for
higher education for tribal students
Team Absolute |Bhopal

A

Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he tribal community of Madhya Pradesh is
known for its multi-hued culture, simplicity
and straightforward behavior. Tribal
brethren, who were subjected to poverty being
away from economic opportunities, have now
taken to the path of economic entrepreneurship.
Concerted efforts of the state government have
helped the tribal community to move towards
economic entrepreneurship and adopt new micro
economic activities. In the last one and a half
decades, many examples have surfaced which
prove that the younger generation of today that
has been thriving on natural resources now wants
to improve its standard of living through economic activities.
The state government led by Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, has initiated many several
schemes-projects for the tribal youth and those
interested in adopting business activities which is
proving to be a boon for them.
Many economic activities have emerged in tribal dominated areas. There has been a rise in the
number of non-agricultural economic activities
apart from traditional economic activities like goat
rearing, poultry farming and fisheries.
Tribal women started operating a rice mill in
Chirgaon, Balaghat, displaying their entrepreneurship. Until yesterday these women were working
as labourers in this rice mill and today they have
become the owners of this mill. The owner wanted to sell this rice mill in the lockdown period.
These women decided to form their own group,
buy the mill and run it successfully on their own.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also appreciated
and discussed this resourcefulness of the women
in "Mann Ki Baat" programme. Now these women
are earning a profit of up to Rs three lakhs a
month and are engaged in making new strategies

to further their business.
In Sidhi district, tribal women are busy making
Kodo the basis of their livelihood. Central Tribal
University Amarkantak and Sidhi district administration are preparing to launch the brand name
'Sonanchal Kodo' in the market with their coordinated efforts. Tribal women are directly associated
with this initiative. They are putting in their efforts
to make Kodo a symbol of their economic self-sufficiency. Soon 'Sonanchal Kodo' brand will be
available in the market.
Similarly, tribal women of Dindori district have
prepared many products of Kodo-Kutki and introduced them in the market under the brand name
'Bharti Brand'. The women of Baiga tribe of 41 villages of the district have started cultivation of
Kodo-Kutki. Around 1500 women have started
cultivating Kodo-Kutki on 700 acres of land on an
experimental basis. This effort, which started in
the year 2012, started giving results within twothree years. Kodo production reached about
15,000 quintals. In view of the popularity of Kodo
products, a processing unit has now started functioning in the nearby Nainpur. As a result, now
Kodo-Kutki is being cultivated on a large scale in
Dindori district and they are getting good prices.
Ramniwas Maurya, a tribal farmer of Dindori
district also operates the grain bank. Through this
they make Kodo-Kutki seeds available to the farmers so that the production of Kodo-Kutki keeps
increasing. He says that in the last few years the
demand for coarse cereals like Kodo-Kutki has
increased in the market. Kodo-Kutki can also be
grown in less water, hence its production cost is
also low.
Now it is a thing of the past when people who
consumed Kodo-Kutki were considered poor.
Kodo-Kutki is now included as a nutritious meal.
It has become the first choice for the health conscious people living in cities. Turning this change

in food habits into a financial opportunity, a
Falam Sampada Farmer producer company of
tribal farmers of a remote Jamuniya village of
Dobe gram panchayat in tribal Tamia development block in Chhindwara district has presented a
series of natural foods.
Falam Sampada Company manufactures more
than two dozen products which include Honey,
Mahua Cookies, Kodo Cookies, Multigrain flour,
Maize Toast, Packed Imli, Jamun Vinegar, Triphala
Ayurvedic Powder, Amla Powder, Sama Bhaat,
Kodo Biscuits and Maize Atta.
Director of the Company Gurudayal Dhurve
says, 'We are only five years old. We started it
under the Companies Act in 2014 with an initial
capital of Rs. 6 lakh. We have more than three
thousand acres of agricultural land in the surrounding villages of Dobe Gram Panchayat. The
product preparation, packaging and marketing all
take place at Jamuniya Processing Centre.
Female members of the company manage the
processing and packaging. After initial training, he
has acquired proficiency in his work. Twentyseven year old Vandana is involved in the processing of the initial products. She has experience
from booking stalls to management during various trade fairs. She tells that - 'Initially it was a bit
difficult, but I do everything easily and teach
women who wish to learn.Sheela Bai is the most
experienced woman. She knows how to preserve
raw agricultural products. "It's my favourite job,'
she says. Another member Shanti Bai handles the
packaging material. She knows the benefits of
good packaging. "The quality of products is judged
by the quality of the packaging, so we take great
care of that," she says.All the members of Falam
Company are full of self-confidence. They look
forward to a better future. Gurudayal Dhurve says
- "We have learned a lot in these years and are
learning all about business tactics."

large population of Scheduled Tribes
resides in the state. The central and
state governments have always been
committed for the overall development of
the tribal society. The state government has
paid special attention to the educational
development of this class to pave the way for
all-round development.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
says that good education is very essential for
the social and economic empowerment of
the individual and the society. He has
always believed that there is no dearth of talent in our tribal community.
It has been the endeavour of the state government that no student should face any
kind of problem in acquiring education.
Education should be accessible to every student. Talents should get a good environment
to move ahead and build a bright future. In
this spirit, the state government has successfully implemented many schemes and programmes for the educational development
of Scheduled Tribes. The state government's
policy and strong will has also started giving
positive results. Many talents in the
Scheduled Tribes have come forward and
brought laurels to the state. The universality
of education has provided better opportunities for progress in the political, social, economic and cultural fields to the entire
Scheduled Tribes community. While opportunities have increased for the Scheduled
Tribes community to acquire education easily in rural areas and cities, on the other
hand, talented students are also acquiring
education abroad by taking advantage of the
state government's scheme.The budget of
the Tribal Affairs Department in the state
was about Rs 746 crore in the year 2003-04,
which has now increased to more than Rs 8
thousand crore. In the last 17 years, there
has been an increase of 81 percent in the
number of primary schools, 55 percent in
the number of secondary schools, 112 percent in the number of high schools, 81 percent in the number of higher secondary
schools and 2633 percent in the number of
girls education complexes in the tribal areas
of the state.
The state government has increased the
rates of scholarship of tribal students living
in hostels and ashrams from Rs 1230 to Rs
1300 per month for boys and from Rs 1270 to
Rs 1340 per month for girls.
The scholarship for tribal girls studying in
primary classes has been increased from
Rs.15 per student to Rs.25 per month. The
scholarship for girl students of Class VI has
been increased from Rs 50 per student to Rs
60 per month.Pre-matric scholarship of
more than Rs 153 crore has been provided to

9 lakh 98 thousand students of the state and
post-matric scholarship of more than Rs 381
crore has been provided to 2 lakh 48 thousand students.With a view to ensure that
maximum number of students from Class IX
to XII acquire education, a pilot project of
transporting students from home to school
is being started in 5 tribal development
blocks of the state from the coming session.
Tribal students, who are unable to get residential facility in hostels, are given assistance to stay in rented accommodation at
the divisional headquarters. In the last 18
months, more than one lakh 26 thousand
students have been given assistance of more
than Rs 207 crore under the housing assistance scheme.Coaching facility was provided to 721 students under the Akanksha
Yojana, in which more than Rs 3 crore has
been spent. As many as 346 tribal students
of the state have been selected in competitive examinations like JEE Mains, JEE
Advanced, NEET, CLAT etc. through this
scheme. This year 724 students are studying.
One student from the state's special backward tribe- Baiga is studying in IIT and one
student in MBBS. Similarly, 36 students of
Eklavya residential schools have been selected in JEE Mains.
Under the Pratibha Yojana, more than 170
students have been provided talent incentive amount of more than Rs.58 lakhs for
admission in higher educational institutions
in the last 18 months. Under the Foreign
Study Scheme, assistance is being given to
the meritorious students of tribals to study
abroad regularly for higher education. In the
last 18 months, 9 students selected under
this scheme have left for foreign studies,
including two girls. Quality education is
being provided to about 44 thousand tribal
students by forming Madhya Pradesh
Special and Residential Academic Society.
Under the Mukhya Mantri Medhavi
Vidyarthi Yojana, in the last four years, more
than five and a half thousand tribal students
have got admission in prestigious colleges of
the country related to engineering, medical,
management etc. About Rs 13 crore has
been spent by the state government on
reimbursement of fees of these students. An
incentive amount of more than Rs.95 lakh
has been provided to more than 430 tribal
students who have passed the civil services
examinations in the last 18 months.
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Rebel
Wilson is
'taking a
break' from
dating

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Rebel Wilson is "taking a break" from dating after
enjoying a "hot girl summer" in which she went on several
dates following her split from Jacob Busch.
The 'Pitch Perfect' star said she went on a few dates over the
summer following her split from Busch four months after they
made their relationship Instagram official, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
She's now finished with her "hot girl summer", and
isn't interested in going on any more dates for the time
being.
She said: "I was doing a thing called 'Hot Girl
Summer', I heard about it in rap songs, and I was
like, 'This sounds fun'. (But) it wasn't really me. I'm
a bit more of a conservative girl, normally.
"(I) did date a few people over the summer and I
had a really nice time. I'm currently single and looking
for the right person. So, we'll see. From every relationship, you learn stuff all about yourself and what you're looking for. I haven't quite met my match just yet, but here's hoping."The 41-year-old also said she has taken her profile off of
dating sites because she got "too much attention" from men she
wasn't interested in.
She added: "I got too much attention, so I'm not on anymore.
My friends say certain cities are better to meet people than others. Like, for example, Aspen is a very good place. Now everyone
is going to go to Aspen.

A

JASON REITMAN HOPES THAT
'GHOSTBUSTER: AFTERLIFE'
INSPIRES EVEN MORE FILMS

Dwayne Johnson urinates
in water bottle at the gym
Los Angeles | Agencies

ollywood star Dwayne Johnson addressed his
old comments about urinating in water bottles
while working out.
In a new interview with Esquire, the actor shared
the reason behind his eyebrows-raising habit, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
"I do pee in my water bottles but let me give context
to that," the 'Red Notice' star said.
"It's not a water bottle that I've actually purchased
solely for water that you wash and clean when you're
done using it. These are just bottles that I'm no longer
using. "Usually the gyms that I workout in don't have a
bathroom because they're the iron paradise. They're
just hot, sweaty and dirty," he added.The 'Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle' star also shared that he has to
relieve himself quite often because he likes to remain

H

Los Angeles | Agencies

F

ilmmaker Jason Reitman hopes
that 'Ghostbusters: Afterlife'
serves as the inspiration for several more films in the franchise.
The 44-year-old director has
directed that latest movie in the
supernatural comedy franchise, following in the footsteps of his father
Ivan Reitman, who helmed the first
two 'Ghostbusters' movies, and
hopes that the latest flick inspires
several more in the series, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.
Reitman told Gizmodo: "One thing
I wanted to do is set the table for
'Ghostbusters' as a franchise to have
all kinds of movies.
"I want to see all those movies.
And we need to do something that

"pretty hydrated" throughout the day.
"I break out the bottle," he said.
Johnson first talked about him relieving himself in
bottles in a 2017 Instagram video.At the time, the former professional wrestler said that he did it because
he "doesn't have time" to stop for a bathroom break.
In the interview, Johnson also touched the topic of his
allegedly over-the-top cheat meals."I do really have
cheat days. They're not just for Instagram," he
explained. "I bring new meaning to the term gluttony.
I'm pretty disciplined throughout the week in terms of
my working out, in terms of my diet and when Sunday
rolls around, it's time to go to town."Johnson, who has
always been dedicated to his fitness regimen, shared
that he further intensifies his workout after getting the
titular role in the DC Comics superhero movie 'Black
Adam', which is set to premiere in 2022.

really was about setting a foundation
and bringing the original 1984 story
to a place so that other stories could
bloom."The 'Juno' director continued: "I want to see the scary movies,
the funny films. I want to see movies
involving the original cast. I want to
see more movies involving people
who we haven't even seen yet."
Reitman added that there is a wide
range of "cultures and countries" for
the 'Ghostbusters' series to explore.
He said: "I want to go to new
dimensions. I want to go to other cultures and countries. There's so many
places for 'Ghostbusters' to go. The
question is, what's the starting place?
And that's what 'Afterlife' is about.
"It's about these generations making amends with each other in a way
that brings one story to a close and
starts another one."

What to expect from Britney Spears' pivotal court date
After more than 13 years, a new beginning is on the horizon for pop star
Britney Spears, who has been living under a restrictive conservatorship
Los Angeles | Agencies

I

t was at that time that the singer, then in her mid-20s, had
endured a series of public pitfalls arguably brought on by the
media's heavy scrutiny of her sex life, personal life and parenting decisions causing paparazzi to swarm around her.
Spears has been working in show business since childhood, as
the 11-year-old star of 'The All-New Micky Mouse Club'.
In 2008, her father, Jamie Spears, placed her under the courtordered arrangement.

This year, with the #FreeBritney movement and an influx of
documentaries surrounding the conservatorship, there has been
an increased spotlight on the 39-year-old star's private life and
rights. Her father's conduct has also come into question, with a
judge ordering his immediate suspension in late September. Her
attorney is currently at work on an investigation into him,
recently requesting formal discovery and a sworn deposition.
The removal of Spears' father was the first phase in her legal
affairs. On November 12, she enters phase two: possible termination of the conservatorship, reports variety.com.

Her fight has been led by attorney Mathew Rosengart, a former federal prosecutor and Hollywood veteran who she retained
this past summer. In July, a judge granted her the ability to finally
hire her own lawyer, for the first time in 13 years, after she gave
an impassioned testimony that was heard around the world.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

'HOME SWEET HOME ALONE' LOSES SHEEN BECAUSE OF LAZILY CRAFTED SCRIPT
FILM
REVIEW
TROY RIBEIRO

Duration: 88
minutes.(Streaming on
Disney+ Hotstar)
Director: Dan Mazer
Cast: Ellie Kemper, Rob Delaney, Archie
Yates, Aisling Bea, Kenan Thompson,
Timothy Simons, Pete Holmes, Devin Ratray,
Ally Maki, Chris Parnell and Katie Beth Hall.
Ratings: **1/2

H

ome Sweet Home Alone' is the sixth
edition where we get to see young
Max Mercer (Archie Yates) inflict
damage on his grown-up foes when he is
forced to fend for himself after being inadvertently left alone at home.
Here is the bitter pill. Despite the film
being about the mischievous and resourceful
Max, who is left behind while his family is
holidaying in Japan, the narrative focuses on
the antagonists, Pam and Jeff McKenzie (Ellie
Kemper and Rob Delaney).
The McKenzies are a down-on-their-luck,
middle-class couple, forced to put their
house on the market after Jeff is unable to get
a sustainable job. While their house is on display for potential buyers, they find a
deformed porcelain doll left by Jeff's mother,
which they learn is worth $200,000. This is
just enough to keep their family under the
same roof.
But there is one problem. The doll is missing the day after their open house, and they
suspect the culprit to be Max Mercer, the precocious 10-year-old boy who had visited

them with his mother. Determined to get
their doll back, the duo decides to sneak into
the Mercer house with the intention to steal it
as a last resort.
The entire plot seems to be lazily crafted,
with forced scenes. This is noticed in the
chaotic scene at the Mercer home before
they leave for Tokyo. Also, when Max thinks
that the trespassers are there to kidnap him,
he chooses to show the prospective intruders
what horrible designs his mind can conjure
up.
What's more, the McKenzies, too, aren't

exactly the couple one would be sympathetic
with. Pam is a nag and Jeff is clumsy, bordering on being a buffoon. They are neither
menacing, nor outright cartoonish, and seeing them get knocked about in the climax is
neither exciting, nor funny.
Archie Yates as Max Mercer may not happen to exhibit any winsome qualities, but he
is endearingly dorky, rather than just obnoxious or perversely homicidal, despite him
putting the house in siege mode by icing up
the driveway, buttering the stairs, and catapulting the packet of flour on Jeff.

Kemper and Delaney are both brilliant
comic actors who share bittersweet onscreen chemistry. They lean into the farce
with entertaining elan and are a delight at the
beginning, but by the end, they get to your
nerves.
The rest of the supporting cast are simply
perfunctory in their approach.
Overall, this edition streaming on Disney+
Hotstar seems to have lost the sheen that was
noticed in 'Home Alone', the original 1990
film starring Macaulay Culkin.
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ROHIT, PANT, BUMRAH & SHAMI RESTED FOR
NZ TESTS; RAHANE TO LEAD INDIA IN 1ST TEST
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Indian cricket team will be
without Rohit Sharma, Rishabh
Pant, Jasprit Bumrah, and
Mohammed Shami in the upcoming
two-match Test series against New
Zealand, beginning November 25.
Newly appointed T20 captain
Sharma, wicketkeeper Pant and fast
bowling duo Bumrah and Shami -all regular members of the Indian
Test side have been rested as a part of
their workload management in addition to regular skipper Virat Kohli,
who will return in time for the second Test in Mumbai, starting
December 3.
"Virat Kohli will join the squad for
the second Test and will lead the
team," BCCI secretary Jay Shah said
in a statement.
In Kohli's absence, Ajinkya Rahane
will lead India in the first Test, set to
be played from November 25-29 in
Kanpur, with Cheteshwar Pujara
being named his deputy.
Notably, Bumrah, Shami, and
Kohli have already been rested for
the three-match white-ball series
which precedes the Tests.
Middle-order batter Shreyas Iyer,
who is uncapped in Tests, could
make his red-ball debut after earning
the call-up to the side. Andhra wicketkeeper-bat Srikar Bharat, who was
a standby for COVID-recovered
Wriddhiman Saha for the England
tour earlier this year, has been added

to the squad now and opener
Shubhman Gill, who last played in
the WTC finale also returns to the
side. Meanwhile, Suryakumar Yadav,

Prithvi Shaw, Hanuma Vihari, and
Abhimanyu Easwaran, who were all
part of the subsequent Test series,
against England, have been left out

from the 16-member list, along with
Shardul Thakur, who will be out of
action from the preceding T20Is as
well.
However, BCCI later added Vihari
to the India 'A' squad for the South
Africa tour. The batsman, who is currently playing the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy T20s for Hyderabad, last
played a Test in Sydney in January.
Uncapped Prasidh Krishna, who
was promoted from the reserves on
the England tour, has retained his
place in the squad and Ishant
Sharma, Umesh Yadav, and
Mohammed Siraj are the other pacers. he squad also sees the comeback
of off-spinning allrounder Jayant
Yadav, who last played for India in
2017. His inclusion comes on the
back of a prolonged time off for
Washington Sundar, who is yet to
fully recover from a finger injury sustained in July, ahead of the England
Tests. Ravichandran Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, and Axar Patel are
the other spinning options in the
team.
India Test squad: Ajinkya Rahane
(Captain first Test), Virat Kohli
(Rested for first Test, Captain for second) KL Rahul, Mayank Agarwal,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Shubman Gill,
Shreyas Iyer, Wriddhiman Saha (wk),
KS Bharat (wk), Ravindra Jadeja, R.
Ashwin, Axar Patel, Jayant Yadav,
Ishant Sharma, Umesh Yadav, Md.
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna
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Brazil beat Colombia to
clinch World Cup berth
Sao Paulo | Agencies

L

ucas Paqueta scored
late as Brazil became
the first South American
team to qualify for the 2022
FIFA World Cup with a 1-0
home victory over Colombia
here.
It took the hosts until the
72nd minute to break the
deadlock at Sao Paulo's
Itaquerao stadium, with
Paqueta finishing a slick
move that involved Paris
Saint-Germain pair
Marquinhos and Neymar.
The latter showed superb
vision and skill as he used
one deft touch of his left foot
to turn Marquinhos' defensesplitting pass into the path of
the onrushing Paqueta.
Squeezed between two
defenders, the Lyon midfielder caressed a first-time shot
that touched the right glove
of goalkeeper David Ospina
before flying into the bottom
left corner, Xinhua reports.

"This is the result of all the
hard work we've been putting
in," an emotional Paqueta
told Brazil's SporTV after the
match."Qualifying for the
World Cup was our main
objective and we achieved
that today."I'm very happy to
be living this moment with
the Brazilian team and I'm
crying tears of joy. I hope to
continue performing well for
the national team."Despite
starting the game positively,

Colombia had only one shot
on target and controlled just
36 per cent of possession.The
result leaves Brazil with 34
points from 12 matches while
Colombia have 16 points
from 13 outings.Reinaldo
Rueda's men must beat
Paraguay in Barranquilla on
Tuesday to stay on course for
a third successive World Cup
berth. Brazil's next match is
against Argentina in San
Juan, also on Tuesday.

Germany crush 10-man Liechtenstein
Wolfsburg: Germany reaped its eighth win after cruising Liechtenstein
9-0 at the FIFA World Cup qualifying round in Group J at the Volkswagen
Arena in Wolfsburg. Underdog Liechtenstein caught the worst possible
start against already qualified Germany as Jens Hofer fouled Leon
Goretzka inside the box to cause a penalty with nine minutes gone. Ilkay
Gundogan stepped up and made no mistake to break the deadlock.

NZ's Conway ruled out of Djokovic, Tsitsipas in Green Group at Nitto ATP Finals
World Cup final, India T20Is S
N
Turin | Agencies

Dubai| Agencies

ew Zealand wicketkeeper-batter
Devon Conway on Thursday was ruled
out of the final of the 2021 ICC Men's
T20 World Cup and the subsequent tour of
India due to a broken hand.
Conway sustained the injury in the semifinal against England. Frustrated after being
dismissed, Conway hit his own bat and scans
today confirmed that he had broken his fifth
metacarpal in his right hand.
This is the second injury blow to New
Zealand during the course of the tournament
after Lockie Ferguson was ruled out on the
day of their Super 12 opener against Pakistan
due to a calf tear.
"He's absolutely gutted to be ruled out like
this at this time. Devon is hugely passionate

about playing for the Black Caps and no one
is more disappointed at the moment than he
is - so we're really trying to rally arou

last year with a perfect 5-0 record,
including a historic hat-trick of
wins over the world's Top-3 players
-- Djokovic, Spain's Rafael Nadal
and Dominic Thiem of Austria -- a
first in the 50-year history of the
event.
The groupings were announced
on Thursday night at the tournament draw ceremony here.
Djokovic, who last week clinched
the year-end No. 1 ATP Ranking for
a record-breaking seventh time,
will look to match Roger Federer's
record of six Nitto ATP Finals titles.
The Serb is in imperious form, having defeated Medvedev in the Paris
Masters final recently following the
US Open setback. Green Group:
Novak Djokovic, Stefanos Tsitsipas,
Andrey Rublev, Casper Ruud.
Red Group: Daniil Medvedev,
Alexander Zverev, Matteo
Berrettini, Hubert Hurkacz.

erbian world No. 1 Novak
Djokovic is in the 'Green
Group' of the 2021 Nitto ATP
Finals -- the elite year-end tournament for the top-eight tennis players in the world -- along with
Greece's world No.3 Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Andrey Rublev of Russia
and Norwegian Casper Ruud.
The tournament, scheduled to
run from November 14 to 21 at the
Pala Alpitour here, will see the 'Red
Group' being led by defending
champion from Russia Daniil
Medvedev. The group also has
Germany's Alexander Zverev,
Italian Matteo Berrettini and
Poland's Hubert Hurkacz.
Medvedev, who defeated
Djokovic at the 2021 US Open and
stalled his progress to the calendar
Grand Slam, had claimed the title

All-India U-16 hockey: Hosts SNBP, Naval Tata Academy reach QFs
Pune | Agencies

Dubai | Agencies

H

osts SNBP Academy joined
Naval Tata Hockey Academy,
Jamshedpur, HAR Academy,
Sonepat, and Nagpur Hockey
Academy in the knock-out quarterfinals of the 5th SNBP All-India Hockey
Tournament (Boys' Under-16) at the
Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Complex
here on Friday.
Earlier, in late matches on
Thursday, SAIL Hockey Academy,
Odisha, and Raja Karan Academy,
Karnal, also made it to the last-8 to
complete the quarterfinal lineup.
Earlier, RK Roy Academy and
Regional Development Centre,
Jharkhand had made the grade.
In Pool-A, HAR Hockey Academy,
Sonepat scored a dozen (12-0) past
Malwa Hockey Academy, Madhya
Pradesh in a one-sided encounter.
Three goals by Shukhvinder (36th,
43rd, 47th), a brace of goals by Sahil
Ruhal (6th, 48th), Vinay (42nd, 60th),
Nitin (39th, 55th) accounted for the
bulk of the tally Malik Mannu (20th),
Naveen (44th), Jeetpal (45th) scored
the rest. Later, in a Pool-G match,

Md Rizwan was in ICU for 2 nights before
he played a scintillating knock for Pak

P

SNBP Academy, figuring in a mustwin encounter against Kolkata
Warriors, Kolkata, scored a 5-0 win
with Mohd. Zain Khan (22nd, 23rd),
who netted a brace, and Arun Pal
(9th), Krishna Kumar Prajapati (21st),
Rohan Singh (26th) scored one goal
each. Both teams had earned a
walkover after PMSAMAHSS

Chemmankadavu, Kerala had not
reported reducing the group to just
two teams.
In an afternoon encounter in PoolB, Naval Tata Hockey Academy,
Jamshedpur hammered Mother
Teresa HSS, Telangana, 6-0. Satyam
Panday (8th, 10th, 48th) led the way,
while Abhishek Tigga (5th, 7th) and

We were sloppy on the field, but teamwork
took us past Pakistan: Finch

match press conference
about Rizwan's commitment
to the team had the game,
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
said, the way the opener
played "showed that he's a
team man"."Definitely he's a
team man. The way he
played, it was exceptional.
When I saw him, he was a little bit down, but when I

A

four thanks to half-centuries from
Mohammad Rizwan and Fakhar Zaman, and
with Afridi unplayable early on and Shadab
Khan producing the best figures in the history
of men's T20 World Cup semifinals (4/26),
everything was stacked against Australia.
It was then that Stoinis and Wade came
together, scoring 40 and 41 respectively as
they scored an unbeaten 81 runs to take
Australia home with an over to spare. And
while his side was not as his best, Finch felt
that the victory was testament to the depth
within his squad.

asked him about his health
he said, no, I will play. And
the way he played he showed
that he's a team man. And I
am very confident about his
attitude and his performance," said Azam. Azam then
asked team doctor, Najeeb
Somroo, to explain Rizwan's
condition.

T20 World Cup final: Meet the two teams
A
Dubai | Agencies

Dubai | Agencies

ustralian skipper Aaron Finch said that
despite being sloppy on the field during
the first half of the game, it was a complete team effort which helped the side make
it to the ICC T20 World Cup final and set up a
title clash with the Kane Williamson-led New
Zealand.
Finch, who went first ball to Shaheen Shah
Afridi but later saw teammates David Warner,
Matthew Wade and Marcus Stoinis come up
with crucial scores to lead Australia to a fivewicket win against Pakistan in the semifinal
here on Thursday evening, said that while the
Wade-Stoinis partnership was outstanding,
the team was "pretty sloppy (initially)".
"It was a great game of cricket. The way
Matthew Wade held his nerve was outstanding, that partnership with Marcus Stoinis was
crucial. I thought we were pretty sloppy; we
dropped a couple, though they were tough
ones. But what we showed (on Thursday) was
that you need all your players, everyone in
your 15 to contribute," said Finch. Put in to
bat, Pakistan piled up a competitive 176 for

Topno Jolen (12th) added to the tally.
On Thursday, in SAIL Hockey
Academy, Odisha made it to the last8. The Odisha team downed
Bhilwada Hockey Academy,
Rajasthan 3-0 to top Pool-C. Nishad
Sonu (17th), Bada Rabi (25th), and
Ekka Anmol Jr. (45th) scored.

akistan opener
Mohammad Rizwan
would have been the
hero of the match had his
team won the ICC T20 World
Cup semifinal against
Australia on Thursday night.
Unfortunately, the wicketkeeper-batter's 52-ball 67 run
knock went in vain here as
the Kangaroos won the semifinal by five wickets with an
over remaining.
Not many would have
known before the last-four
clash that Rizwan had spent
two nights in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of a hospital
here after he developed a
severe chest infection on
November 9. But his commitment to the team, and the
"incredible recovery" he
made, saw him play one of
the best knocks in the ICC
T20 World Cup here.
Asked during the post-

fter 25 days of breath-taking action, the
finalists for the T20 World Cup have been
decided. The Black Caps won a thrilling
semifinal against 2016 runners-up England, triumphing in a match that was billed as a rematch
of their 2019 50-over World Cup final.
It is the third straight ICC final they have made
across three formats, having clinched the inaugural World Test Championship title earlier this year
and finished runners-up in the 2019 Cricket
World Cup. They were also runners up in 2015,
giving them a run of three World Cup finals across
four limited-overs competitions, with the 2016

Australians looked in trouble at 157 in the 19th
over only for the match to swing in the space of
three balls as Matthew Wade enchased on a
dropped catch, slamming three consecutive maximums to seal the game.

Australia

T20 World Cup the outlier.
Australia qualified for the summit clash after
beating Pakistan. Chasing 177 to win, the

New Zealand
The Black Caps' T20 World Cup campaign got off to a shaky start when they were defeated by
Pakistan in their opening game and the nature of their loss raised questions over the Kane Williamsonled New Zealand's credentials as contenders.They put those questions to rest crushing India by eight
wickets, with Trent Boult doing the majority of the damage as India were restricted to 110. The Kiwis
chased it down with five and a half overs to spare. Scotland then came within 16 runs of chasing down
a target of 172 and there was a scare against Namibia too, but by the time the Kiwis reached their final
group match, they made no mistake crushing Afghanistan to again seal their spot in the final. It was
Boult and Tim Southee who did much of the damage to restrict Afghanistan to 124/8, and the chase was
comfortable.

The final-over win over South Africa at the start
of the Super 12 stage was an important result.
Aaron Finch's team first reduced South Africa to
23/3 inside the Powerplay and restricted them to
118/9. At 81/5, a win looked improbable for
Australia before they won with two balls to spare.
Their campaign picked up steam as they crushed
Sri Lanka, with openers Aaron Finch and David
Warner finding form. There was a huge setback
when England crushed Australia by eight wickets
with 50 balls to spare. Thankfully, for Australian
that net run rate damage was short-lived, as they
bowled Bangladesh out for 73 next up. They then
chased it down in just 38 balls, more than making
up for the run rate loss to England. Another eightwicket win over West Indies proved enough.
Against Pakistan in the semifinals, Australia timed
their chase perfectly, getting home with an over
to spare.
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'I AM
FORTUNATE'
Sharvari credits parents for
encouraging her to take up
performing arts
Team Absolute|Mumbai

D

ebutante Sharvari, who currently
awaits the release of her maiden
film 'Bunty Aur Babli 2', credits her
parents for encouraging her to explore herself in performing arts.
Sharvari said: "Growing up, going to the
mall with my family meant that my dad
(Shailesh) and I would look for any kid's
contests happening there and participate.
Be it dance, singing, acting or running, my
father used to encourage me to participate
and have fun.
"I have no concept of stage fright thanks
to both my parents. When I was a kid my
mom (Namrata) used to sign me up for all
activities in my neighbourhood functions
from dancing to comparing the show."
She added: "I remember she used to
stand backstage and help me change into
different outfits throughout the show."
Sharvari says she grew up believing that

YASH RAJ FILMS TO
ENTER OTT SPACE WITH
RS 500 CR WAR CHEST
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'Bigg Boss 15':

Umar, Pratik get into ugly
fight over kitchen duties
Mumbai | Agencies

Vicky announces new film 'Govinda P
Naam Mera' with Kiara, Bhumi
Team Absolute|Mumbai

E

very contestant inside
the house is fighting
with each other to enter
the 'VIP club. In addition to
this, one more argument
broke out between Pratik
Sehajpal and Umar Riaz.
While Umar is the captain
of the house, he assigns different kitchen duties to the
contestants that involve
cooking, chopping, cleaning
dishes among other duties.
As he denies any task to
Pratik, the two end up getting
into a fight.
Pratik raises questions on
the captaincy of Umar and in
turn Umar calls him
'bawarchi' (cook) and tells

she was meant to be an artiste because of
her parents.
She said: "Being an actor became my
calling. I'm fortunate that I have parents
who always wanted me to explore various
things before I decided what I wanted to
do in life. Fun fact, they both sat me down
when I was 16 years old and told me that if
I truly love acting then that's what I should
do."
Sharvari called her parents as her
biggest cheerleaders and that she is "to
have them in my corner. I hope to make
them proud with all the work I do in my
life."
'Bunty Aur Babli 2' also features Saif Ali
Khan and Rani Mukerji as the original
Bunty and Babli. This comedy will pit two
sets of con-artists, from different generations, against each other as they try to
prove who is the better con-couple!
Yash Raj Films' 'Bunty Aur Babli 2' is set
to release worldwide on November 19.

A
him to go and cook food.
Though both of them have
friendly relations, this fight
seems to make them bitter.
Umar tells Pratik not to
poke his nose in every matter
and even asks him to clean
the washroom. Umar starts
abusing Pratik and the fight
turns physical as both are not
ready to calm down. Later
housemates come to stop
them from fighting with each
other.

mid wedding rumours, actor Vicky
Kaushal on Friday announced the
title of his upcoming film 'Govinda
Naam Mera', which also stars Kiara
Advani and Bhumi Pednekar.
The film is directed by Shashank
Khaitan and produced by Karan Johar,
Apoorva Mehta and Shashank Khaitan
in collaboration with Viacom18 Studios.
The film is slated to hit the big screen on
June 10, 2022.
Vicky took to Instagram to make the
announcement. He shared three looks
on the photo-sharing website.
The first look is of Vicky, who plays
Govinda Waghmare and captioned it:
"Tevar hai jhakaas, dance hai first class,
par life? Life hai ekdum chaos! Meet me

- #GovindaNaamMera only in cinemas
on 10th June 2022. Arrey rukiye, meet
my partners in crime! Stay tuned!"
He then introduced Bhumi's character as "Govinda ki hotty wife".
"Inke liye kya hi bole! Kam hi bole toh
accha haia.Meet my better half, my wife!
#GovindaNaamMera in cinemas on 10th
June 2022," he wrote. Finally, he shared
the poster of Kiara, who will be seen

playing his character's irlfriend.Dressed
in a yellow saree, Kiara is introduced as
"Govinda ki naughty girlfriend"."Inko
dekh kar agar pyaar nahi hoga, toh phir
kya hoga? Meet Govinda's girlfriend.
Shh, baaki jaan ne ke liye milenge cinemas mein! #GovindaNaamMera in cinemas 10th June, 2022," he captioned it.
Other details related to the plot are still
under wraps.

'Special Ops 1.5 - The Himmat Story': A complex
yet not intense tale that unravels organically

roduction house Yash
Raj Films has decided
to start a new business
venture that will mark its
foray into the booming
Indian OTT market.
Filmmaker Aditya Chopra
has grand plans to reshape
the digital content market as
it stands today and is earmarking Rs 500 crore for
YRF's OTT arm that will be
called YRF Entertainment.
A source informed: "Aditya
Chopra wants to contribute
towards raising the bar of
digital content production in
India. He wants to match
global standards of vision
and storytelling with stories
that are rooted in India.
These scripts are being
homegrown in YRF as we
speak. This could be the
moment that reshapes the
OTT space forever. YRF has

huge plans and they will roll
out their strategy soon. Wait
for some of the biggest
announcements ever seen in
the digital content space."
The informer added that
Aditya Chopra is of the opinion that OTT has the power
to showcase truly Indian stories to the world.
"Being the first and only
true blue Indian studio, YRF
wants to tell the best stories
to global audiences in the
most visually grand way possible. Platforms like this are
now bridging the language
barrier and exposing cultures
and talents to the world.
Aditya Chopra wants to shift
a gear and really scale up the
OTT space in India to match
international standards."
Several projects have been
lined up already and YRF and
has been working on this
plan for over two years.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

FILM
REVIEW
TROY RIBEIRO
(Streaming on Disney+ Hotstar).
Direction: 31 to 51 minutes per episode
(four episodes in all).
Creator: Neeraj Pandey
Cast: Kay Kay Menon, Aftab Shivdasani,
Gautami Kapoor, Parmeet Sethi, Vinay
Pathak, Aadil Khan, K.P. Mukherjee,
Aishwarya Sushmita and Shiv Jyoti.
Ratings: * * ***1/2

T

his series consisting of four episodes is
the prequel to the 'Special Ops' series
that was initially launched in March
2020. It is the origin story of the legendary,
non-conforming, super-efficient RAW officer
Himmat Singh (Kay Kay Menon), whose
career spanned nearly two decades.
'The Himmat Story' is a mystery that
unfolds with the information provided by the
RAW officer's loyal Delhi Police cop Abbas
Sheikh (Vinay Pathak) to investigating officers Banerjee (K.P. Mukherjee) and Chaddha
(Parmeet Sethi), who are seeking excuses to
stall intelligence operative's retirement benefits.
Sheikh tells them how Himmat Singh tackled cases that were a threat to the country in
the early 2000s. He even informs them about
how Himmat had handled rogue colleagues
and obstinate superiors. He gives us an
insight into Himmat's personal life too. How
Abbas knows so much is a guess the audience would need to ignore.
Himmat Singh's personal and professional
life is complex and it unravels organically.
Yet, Sheikh saying, "Himmat Singh, Himmat
Singh 'kaise bana, yeh bahut interesting story

hai'," is the weakest and lazily scripted transition link.
Also, Banerjee and Chaddha's frivolous
and cartoonish banter with Sheikh in every
episode drops the quality of the series notches down. It also breaks the momentum of the
narrative.Kay Kay Menon as Himmat Singh is
no James Bond, but he delivers a realistic
image of an Indian spy. He is ably supported
by Aftab Shivdasani as his colleague Vijay
Kumar, Aadil Khan as his rogue colleague
Maninder Singh, Vijay Vikram Singh as the
Indian Navy Commodore Chintamani

Sharma, Santanu Ghatak as Vinayak Shukla,
India's High Commissioner in Colombo,
Maria Riaboshapka as the Russian mole, Shiv
Jyoti as Himmat Singh's love interest Anita
Sharma, and Gautami Kapoor as Vijay
Kumar's wife Saroj are all actors with substance and they are a treat to watch.
Technically, the episodes are brilliant.
Astutely mounted with sleek production values, the high-octane drama takes place
across Mumbai, Delhi, Mauritius, Dhaka,
Nepal, London and Moscow. The era is
excellently captured with mobile instruments

and digital cameras of that period being
appropriately showcased.
And some of the locales are exquisitely
framed by the directors of photography,
Sudheer Palsane and Arvind Singh. The aerial shots in the third and fourth episodes are
worth looking forward to.
Praveen Kathikuloth's razor-sharp edits
switch the POVs effortlessly. Also, the seamless action sequences layered with Advait
Nemlekar's background score and Debasish
Mishra's Sound Design are also treats to
experience.

Janhvi Kapoo
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