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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan might have called the tragic Kamla
Nehru Hospital blaze incidence that claimed four infant lives on Monday a
Criminal negligence and vowed for strict action against those guilty but the

big question is would the guilty be ever traced?
Chouhan said on Tuesday, "This is negligence, criminal negligence. Whoever is

guilty in this will not be spared."
The question that why guilty could never be brought to book of law is raised

because it is somewhere that a decision of chief minister himself seems to be
responsible for this tragedy.

The maintenance of the hospital is with the Capital Project Authority (CPA), an
agency that the CM has directed to be disbanded recently. There are also reports
that the Kamla Nehru Hospital authorities failed to take the requisite fire no-objec-

tion certificate (NOC) from the Bhopal Municipal Corporation (BMC) despite
multiple notices and that the fire hydrants and extinguishers on the hospital cam-
pus were not working.

The BMC fire officer said that the hospital had never applied for any fire NOC,
and all the fire-fighting equipment in the hospital was in a defunct state.

Officials had said that the fire broke out in a general ward and a NICU ward.
They said that 36 of the 40 infants in the ward were rescued while four, who were
already in a critical condition, succumbed in the blaze.

Meanwhile, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has taken suo moto cognisance of the incident and asked the Madhya Pradesh
government to constitute an inquiry into the circumstances leading to the deaths.
The commission has written to the state chief secretary and asked him to furnish
details on if the NOC granted to the hospital and the last fire safety audit conduct-
ed.

The NCPCR has sought a preliminary report on the incident within three days
and a detailed report from the state government in 10 days.

The commission has directed that the inquiry team to be set up by the state gov-
ernment must have a senior administrative officer who should not be from the
departments of health or medical education in order "to inquire into lapses in
available equipment and facilities in SNCU."

DG, Fire Services, has also been directed to look into lapses in "available fire
prevention mechanism, fire exit, provision of detection, alarm and fire extinguish-
ers etc.'' A senior officer from PWD as well as a senior police officer not below the
rank of an IG should be included as members of the inquiry committee, NCPCR
has said.

The commission has sought details on the numbers of children affected due to
this fire and information on hospitals to which infants have been shifted. It has
also directed the state government that families of the deceased infants be provid-
ed with adequate compensation.

NCPCR seeks report from State govt

KAMLA NEHRU HOSPITAL NEVER BOTHERED TO TAKE REQUISITE FIRE NOC FROM BMC
THE MAINTENANCE OF THE HOSPITAL IS WITH THE CAPITAL PROJECT
AUTHORITY (CPA), AN AGENCY THAT THE CM HAS DIRECTED TO BE DIS-
BANDED RECENTLY. THERE ARE ALSO REPORTS THAT THE KAMLA NEHRU
HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES FAILED TO TAKE THE REQUISITE FIRE NOC FROM
BMC DESPITE MULTIPLE NOTICES AND THAT THE FIRE HYDRANTS
AND EXTINGUISHERS ON THE HOSPITAL CAMPUS WERE NOT
WORKING.
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Atotal of 96 nations across the globe have
agreed to mutual recognition of vacci-
nation certificates with India. The per-

sons travelling to and from these nations are
being provided certain relaxations.

Mandaviya said that the Union government
continues to be in contact with the rest of the
world so that beneficiaries of the world's
largest Covid vaccination programme are
accepted and recognised, thereby easing their
travel for education, business and tourism
purposes.

The UK government announced on
Monday that according to its new travel
guidelines, Bharat Biotech's Covaxin will be
added to its approved list of Covid vaccines
for international travellers from November 22.

"From 4 am on November 22, the UK gov-
ernment will recognise vaccines on the World
Health Organization's Emergency Use
Listing," said the UK government's new travel
guidelines.

The development came after WHO
approved Covaxin for emergency use listing
last week.

96 nations agree to mutually recognise vaccination certificates with India

EXPANDING THE RANGE

Beijing: More than eight million tonnes of pandemic-associated
plastic waste have been generated globally, with more than 25,000
tonnes entering the global ocean, according to an alarming study.

Data from the start of the pandemic in 2020 through August 2021,
showed that most of the global plastic waste entering the ocean is
coming from Asia, with hospital waste representing the bulk of the
land discharge.

The study, published in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, highlighted that most of the global plastic
waste from the pandemic is entering the ocean from rivers, with
Asian rivers accounting for 73 per cent of the total discharge of plas-
tics. The top three contributors are the Indus, Shatt al-Arab,and
Yangtze rivers, which discharge into the Persian Gulf, Arabian Sea,
and East China Sea, respectively. European rivers, on the other hand,
account for only 11 per cent of the discharge, with minor contribu-
tions from other continents. The model shows that about 80 percent

of the plastic debris that transits into the Arctic Ocean will sink
quickly, and a circumpolar plastic accumulation zone is modeled to
form by 2025.

Covid-related plastic waste highest from Asian countries

Jaipur: The
Rajasthan gov-
ernment has
issued new
Covid guide-
lines under
which the gov-
ernment and
private educa-
tional institutes
of the state have been allowed to operate
with 100 per cent capacity from
November 15. Also, the limit on the num-
ber of guests in wedding functions, which
was 200 earlier, has been lifted now. The
new guidelines were issued on Monday
evening. 

The state government has also lifted
the restrictions on the number of people
attending the marriage ceremonies or
other auspicious works. Along with this,
political, sports, entertainment, cultural,
religious gatherings, festivals celebrations,
etc., are also permitted in public places.

Raj govt allows
schools, colleges to run
with 100% capacity

"Reflecting worldwide recognition of India's
vaccines and vaccination process, 96 countries
have agreed to mutual accept its vaccination
certificates. A total of 96 countries have also
agreed to recognise Indian vaccination certifi-
cates of travellers fully vaccinated with Covishield,
and other WHO approved and nationally approved
vaccines."

Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Health Minister
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday orally
observed that the

Manipur Governor cannot
delay a decision on the rec-
ommendation made by the
Election Commission on dis-
qualification of 12 BJP MLAs
on the issue of the office of
profit.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the peti-
tioner, submitted before a
bench headed by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao that a consti-
tutional authority cannot
keep the decision pending,
and emphasised that just one
month remains in the expiry
of the term and post that
everything will be over.

Senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, representing the
Election Commission, sub-
mitted before the bench that
its opinion was binding on
the Governor. The Election
Commission had furnished
the opinion in January this
year. The bench, also com-
prising Justices B.R. Gavai
and B.V. Nagarathna, agreed
with the submissions of

counsel that the Governor
cannot delay the decision in
the matter. The bench, citing
the case of Rajiv Gandhi con-
victs, observed there have
been instances where the
Governor has been nudged
to take decisions in a time-
bound manner.

The bench issued notice to
the Secretary to the Governor
on a plea seeking to bring on
record the decision and
scheduled the matter for fur-
ther hearing on November
11.The apex court was hear-
ing a writ petition by
Congress MLA, D.D. Thaisii,
seeking disqualification of 12
BJP MLAs. The plea had
pointed out that these MLAs
were holding post of
Parliamentary Secretaries
which amounted to an office
of profit. The state govern-
ment counsel sought
adjournment stating the
Solicitor General was
engaged before another
bench, but the bench replied
that the government cannot
make this petition in fructu-
ous by taking adjournments
and pointed at the one
month left in the expiry of the

Governor cannot delay decision
on disqualification of MLAs: SC

Punjab Cabinet
accepts resignation
of Advocate General

Chandigarh: The
Punjab Cabinet on
Tuesday accepted the
resignation of Advocate
General A.P.S. Deol -- a
decision that is seen in
political circles as less-
ening the "friction"
between Chief Minister
Charanjit Channi and
Congress state chief
Navjot Sidhu.

The post will be filled
by Wednesday, Channi
told the media here.

Sidhu has been
demanding the
replacement of Deol,
who had represented
former Director
General of Police
Sumedh Singh Saini in
cases related to the
2015 sacrilege and sub-
sequent police firing on
protesters. Channi said
the Advocate General
resigned a few days
ago.

LAKHIMPUR KHERI | Agencies

Trouble for Union
Minister Ajay Misra
Teni's son, Ashish

Misra, are bound to increase
with the Forensic Science
Laboratory confirming that
shots had been fired from the
licensed guns of accused
Ankit Das and Ashish Misra
during the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence on October 3.

The Lakhimpur police had
seized weapons licensed to
Ashish Misra and Ankit Das.
All the firearms were sent for
forensic testing on October
15, the report of which came
in on Tuesday.

Farmers had alleged that
Ashish and Ankit had fired
several rounds during the
violence. However, the two
had denied this.

It may be recalled that
eight people were killed in

the October 3 violence,
which took place during a
protest over Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya's visit
to Lakhimpur Kheri.

Four farmers and a jour-
nalist were knocked down by
a car carrying the BJP work-
ers.Union Minister Ajay
Misra Teni's son Ashish Misra
is among the 13 people
arrested in connection with
the death of the farmers.

Lakhimpur Kheri violence

Bullets fired from
Ashish Misra's gun GLASGOW| Agencies

New national pledges to tackle
climate change this decade
would lead to around 2.4

degrees Celsius of global warming
this century, far above safe levels,
analysts predict. Climate Action
Tracker (CAT) said on Tuesday that
the promises by countries attending
the U.N. summit in Glasgow to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030
would still allow the Earth to heat up
far beyond the United Nations target
by 2100.

In an "optimistic scenario" where
some countries' longer-term goals to
stop increasing the level of green-
house gases in the atmosphere - "net
zero" - by 2050 or later were imple-
mented, warming could be limited to
1.8C this century, CAT added.That
forecast echoed an analysis last week
by the International Energy Agency.

CAT warned against assuming the
longer-term pledges would be met,
however, since most countries have
not yet implemented the short-term
policies or legislation needed for

those goals.
"It's all very well for leaders to

claim they have a net zero target, but
if they have no plans as to how to get
there, and their 2030 targets are as
low as so many of them are, then
frankly, these 'net zero' targets are just
lip service to real climate action," said
Bill Hare, CEO of Climate Analytics,
one of the organisations behind the
CAT. Under "business as usual", with-
out any of the new pledges, the world
would warm up by 2.7C this century,
CAT said.Greenpeace said the analy-
sis was "devastating" and called on
countries to agree to update their
2030 targets every year until the gap
between their pledges and the 1.5C
target was closed.

World Heading For 2.4 Degrees Warming
After Latest Climate Pledges 

All scenarios will blow
past the 1.5C limit that
scientists say the world
must meet to avert the
most devastating impacts
of climate change.

To keep to that, scientists
have said global green-
house gas emissions, most-
ly carbon dioxide from
burning coal, oil and gas,
must fall 45% from 2010
levels by 2030 and hit net
zero by 2050.

Some 90% of global
emissions are now covered
by a net zero target, but
the "vast majority" of
countries' climate plans
for the next decade are
inconsistent with long-
term net zero targets, CAT
said.

Daily tractor march
to Parliament from
Nov 29 during winter
session: SKM

New Delhi: To observe one year of the
movement against the Centre's three agri
laws, 500 farmers will participate in a peace-
ful tractor march to Parliament every day
during winter session starting November 29,
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha said on
Tuesday. armers from Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh have been protesting against
the laws, which were stayed by the Supreme
Court in January, at the Delhi borders since
November 26 last year. The SKM, an umbrel-
la body of 40 farmer unions leading the stir,
announced the tractor march after it held a
meeting in New Delhi. In a statement, the
amalgam said that it will observe one year of
the movement on and after November 26 in
a 'massive way' all over India.This will be
done to ''increase the pressure' on the cen-
tral government 'to force it to concede the
demands for which farmers across the coun-
try have launched a historic struggle,' it said.
Earlier in March too, farmers had taken out
'foot march' to Parliament to oppose the
contentious three farm laws.

On January 26, a tractor rally had turned
violent with protesters breaking barricades,
attacking security personnel and storming
the Red Fort, where they hoisted a religious
flag.
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Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana on Tuesday said
over the course of 26 years,

legal services authorities have bro-
ken the traditional notions of legal
aid and expanded meaning to
access to justice.

In his address at the Legal
Services Day celebrations, organ-
ised by the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) at Sharda
University, Noida, he said: "Earlier,
the idea of legal aid was confined to
court rooms. Notions of access to
justice were understood from tradi-
tional viewpoints. But, over the
course of 26 years, the legal services
authorities have broken the tradi-
tional notions of legal aid and have
given an expanded meaning to
access to justice."

He also commended law stu-
dents across the country for their
role in the legal aid movement,
while expressing his strong belief
that it would prepare them to be
future torch-bearers of the legal aid
movement.Chief Justice Ramana
said: "Your decision to join the legal

aid movement will pave the path for
a great career. This will help you
inculcate empathy, understanding
and a sense of selflessness.
Remember, unlike other profes-
sions, the legal profession is not
about profit maximisation, but
about service to the society."He
said this day marks the beginning of
our journey towards achieving the

constitutional goal of access to jus-
tice."On this day in 1995, the Legal
Services Authorities Act came into
force and paved the way for the
entire framework of Legal Services
Authorities. I am glad to see such a
grand celebration of Legal Services
Day," he added.

The CJI also said: "I must remind
you all that while the concept of

legal aid was institutionalised in
1995, the actual legal aid movement
started much before our
Independence and during our free-
dom struggle. Several legal stal-
warts used to offer their pro-bono
legal services to our freedom fight-
ers and fought against the might of
colonial powers."

He added that the growth of this
legal aid movement is reflected in
the Constitution, wherein the
expression 'Justice: Social,
Economic and Political' finds spe-
cial place in the Preamble.

The Chief Justice said: "Today,
the role of legal services authorities
is not constrained merely to the
provision of court-based legal rep-
resentation. They also work towards
legal awareness, legal literacy,
social action litigation, settlement
of disputes through Alternate
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mecha-
nisms, among others."

The function was also attended
by Law Minister Kiren Rijiju,
Supreme Court judge Justice U.U.
Lalit, Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court Rajesh Bindal and other
judges.

LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITIES EXPANDED
MEANING TO ACCESS TO JUSTICE: CJI AIZAWL | Agencies

Aspecial court has
acquitted Mizoram
Chief Minister and

Mizo National Front (MNF)
chief Zoramthanga in two
cases relating to misuse of
power and possession of dis-
proportionate assets, officials
said on Tuesday.

An official of the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
said that Special Court Judge
Vanlalenmawia, in his order
on Monday, said that the
court did not find enough
evidence to prove that
Zoramthanga had assets dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income, hence, he
is not liable to be convicted
under the provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988.

The state ACB had earlier
filed a charge sheet against
Zoramthanga accusing him
of accumulation of assets dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income.

The ACB charge sheet had
claimed that in 2003,
Zoramthanga, through an
affidavit, had declared that he

owned assets worth Rs 54.18
lakh and these increased to
over Rs 1.38 crore before
2008 elections, without hav-
ing any known source of
income.

In 2009, two local organi-
sations, including the People
Right to Information and
Development Implementing
Society of Mizoram (PRISM),

the previous anti-corruption
watchdog, had filed a case
against Zoramthanga for mis-
use of power as a public ser-
vant to procure angle iron
posts and goat-proof wire
mesh worth around Rs 37
lakh from the Agriculture
Department for erection of
fencing of his farm at Aii puk
area in Sihphir in 2007.

Mizoram CM gets clean chit in misuse
of power, corruption cases
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Adani Green Energy Ltd
(AGEL), the world's largest
solar power developer, and

Adani Transmission Ltd (ATL),
Indias largest private sector power
transmission and retail distribu-
tion company, have declared their
Energy Compact Goals as part of
COP26, primarily adhering to
Sustainable Development Goal 7
(SDG 7).

SDG 7 defines a set of targets to
be achieved by 2030. The compa-
nies are to ensure universal access
to affordable, reliable and modern
energy services and increase sub-
stantially the share of renewable
energy in the global energy mix.

Both AGEL and ATL have cen-
tred their business strategy around
the achievement of SDGs across all
their activities, with SDG 7 as the
cornerstone.

AGEL and ATL's commitment
will also support the targets taken
by the Government of India and its
commitment to the UN Energy
Compact.

India has committed to increase

the installed capacity of renewable
energy to 450 GW by 2030 and to
the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme to add 10 GW solar
PV manufacturing capacity by

2025. India has also committed to
'enhance energy efficiency in agri-
culture, buildings, industry and
transport sectors and promote
energy-efficient appliances/equip-

ment to reduce India's emissions
intensity of GDP'. AGEL has set a
target of achieving 45 GW renew-
able energy capacity by 2030, with
the average tariff below the
Average Power Purchase Cost
(APPC) at the national level.
Further, AGEL will invest $20 bil-
lion in renewable energy develop-
ment over the next decade and
develop a 2 GW per year solar
manufacturing capacity by FY
2022-23.

ATL is on course to increase the
share of renewable power procure-
ment from the current 3 per cent
to 30 per cent by FY 2023 and to 70
per cent by FY 2030 through its
utility subsidiary in Mumbai and
reduce its carbon intensity on per
unit of revenue basis to support
SDG 13 for climate change mitiga-
tion.

ATL's role as a transmission
provider and distributor of energy
is also in line with SDG 11 on sus-
tainable cities and communities,
as it provides resilient infrastruc-
ture and ensures community
access to a consistent and secure
power supply.

JAIPUR | Agencies

Avideo has gone viral on
social media since
Tuesday morning,

which shows a speeding Audi
hitting over 10 people one
after the other on the busy
AIIMS Road in Jodhpur. A 16-
year-old boy reportedly lost
his life in the incident, which
left over 10 others injured.

The video clearly shows
the driver of the car losing
control and ramming into
some roadshide shanties, hit-
ting people all around.

After the incident, the car
driver himself went to the
police station where his
interrogation is underway.

The car was being driven
by Amit Nagar, 50, from
Jodhpur. While going from

Pal Road towards AIIMS,
Nagar suddenly lost control
of the car and hit an Activa
rider from behind, throwing
the latter in the air.

The car then acclerated
speed and rammed into a
motorcycle and a Scooty. The
video shows the vehicles
bouncing like toys, and their
riders flying in the air.

The car came to a halt after
hitting some people standing
outside the roadside
shanties. After the incident,
Nagar went straight to the
Basni police station. The
injured persons are being
treated at AIIMS.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has met the injured
persons at the hospital.

Speeding Audi hits over 10 people
in Jodhpur; video goes viral

DELHI SEES ZERO COVID
DEATH FOR 18TH DAY, 33
FRESH CASES

New Delhi: Delhi reported 33 fresh cases of
Covid on Tuesday, taking its tally to 14,40,176,
while there was no death for the 18th day run-
ning, according to the latest bulletin issued by the
Health Department.

The city's death toll stands at 25,091 and the
death rate stands at 1.74 per cent.

The Covid infection rate in the national capital
stands at 0.06 per cent. However, active cases in
the city have climbed to 349, while with 26
patients recovering in the last 24 hours, the total
number of recoveries is 14,14,736 so far, the
health bulletin said.

A total of 164 Covid patients are being treated
in home isolation at present.

With a 98.23 per cent of Covid recovery rate,
the active Covid cases rate in Delhi has reduced
to 0.024 per cent.Meanwhile, a total of 51,130 new
tests -- 37,836 RT-PCR and 13,294 Rapid Antigen -
- were conducted in the last 24 hours, taking the
total number to 2,98,14,549 so far. The number of
containment zones in the city stands at 115 at
present.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Tuesday that it has attached

properties worth Rs 9.28 crore,
which are owned by former
Trinamool Congress leader
Vinay Mishra, his brother Vikas
Mishra and businessman Anup
Majee, in connection with an
illegal coal mining case in West
Bengal. The present attachment
has been done in two phases. In
the first attachment, seven land
parcels and two flats situated in
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh and
Kolkata, respectively, owned by
Vinay Mishra and Vikas Mishra
having a book value of Rs 48.57
lakh were attached.

In the second attachment, 20
land parcels and 1 flat situated in
West Bengal and Mumbai,
respectively, owned by Anup

Majee and his family members
having a face value of Rs 8.8
Crore were attached.

The ED initiated a money-
laundering probe on the basis of
an FIR registered by the CBI on
November 27 last year.

It has been revealed that the
proceeds of crime generated
through illegal coal mining were
channelised to purchase the

above assets. The total proceeds
of crime determined by the ED
till now is Rs 1,352 crore.

Earlier, the ED had conducted
searches on 69 locations in NCR
and Kolkata on the premises of
entities associated with this case.

After the analysis of the seized
records followed by the disclo-
sures of various persons, the
above laundering of proceeds of
crime was unearthed.

Earlier, the ED had attached
immovable properties to the
tune of Rs 171.86 crore in con-
nection with this case.

With the latest attachment, the
total attachment in this case has
reached Rs 181.14 crore.

Mishra brothers had been
arrested in this case and a prose-
cution complaint has been filed
in a special court on May 13 this
year. Further investigation is in
process.

ED attaches Rs 9.28 cr worth properties
in Bengal illegal coal mining case

CHENNAI | Agencies

Even as it is reeling under the
impact of rain fury, Tamil Nadu
is bracing for more trouble with

the Met Department predicting fur-
ther rain over the next five days.

The state government has put the
death toll so far, due to rains, at five.

State Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister K.K.S.S.R.
Ramachandran said that water is
being pumped out of low-lying areas
after lull in rainfall on Tuesday. He
said that rescue operations are under-
way by the NDRF, army, and Fire
Department personnel.

Across the state, educational insti-
tutions in 14 districts have had to sus-
pend classes due to the continued
rainfall.

A depression is expected to form
over southeast and southwest Bay of
Bengal due to cyclonic circulation
gathering strength over the area, and

the Met Department expects it to hit
the coast of north Tamil Nadu in the
next 36 hours.As a result, fairly wide-
spread to widespread light to moder-
ate rainfall is possible across Tamil
Nadu, south coastal Andhra Pradesh,
and Kerala, over the next five days,
the Met Department has said.The

India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued red alerts for
Pudukkottai, Ramanathapuram,
Karaikal for Tuesday. Similarly, red
alerts have been sounded for
Cuddalore, Viluppuram, Sivaganga,
Ramanathapuram and Karaikal, on
Wednesday.On Thursday,

Thiruvallur, Chennai, Kanchipuram,
Chengalpattu, Viluppuram and
Tiruvannamalai, have been put on
red alert. Meanwhile, fishermen have
been warned against venturing into
the sea off Tamil Nadu, southern
Andhra Pradesh, and towards the Sri
Lankan coast.

Reeling under rain havoc, TN braces for more

Lucknow|Agencies

Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday launched his party's perfume
and termed it the "scent of socialism".

Prepared by party MLC Pammi Jain, the
Samajwadi perfume is made up of 22 natural
scents and lingers longer than other per-
fumes, the party said.

This is the first time that a political party
has launched its own perfume.

Asked about the nature of the scent,
Akhilesh Yadav said: "When people use it,
they will smell socialism. The perfume will
end hatred in 2022.

The perfume is boxed in red and green
colours - the colours of the Samajwadi Party -
and the bottle in stained glass, carries the
party's name and symbol which is the cycle.

Akhilesh now launches
Samajwadi perfume

PATNA | Agencies

Anew liquor tragedy was
reported from Bihar's
Muzaffarpur, where

four people in a village died
on Tuesday after consuming
allegedly poisonous liquor.

Earlier, it was reported that
two persons died in mysteri-
ous circumstances on
Tuesday morning. Now, the
family members of one of the
deceased said that they had
have consumed liquor on
Monday evening.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Sumit Rai alias Gopi,
Ashok Kumar, Dilip Rai, and
Rambabu Rai, all residents of
Sisiria village under Kanti
police station.

Sobha Devi, wife of Sumit
Rai, admitted that her hus-
band along with four other
persons consumed liquor on
Monday evening.

"After consumed liquor,
they started vomiting with
traces of blood. We immedi-
ately took him to the nearby
hospital where he died dur-
ing treatment. My husband
was a daily wages labour who
used to drink liquor regularly

in the village," she said.
Sources have said that over

half a dozen persons are
admitted in the hospital in
nearby Juhar Chapra block in
the district, and their condi-
tion remained critical.

Police officials of the dis-
trict were contacted for com-
ments but were tight-lipped.
The Excise Department is
investigating the incident.

The incident occurred 13
days after a poisonous liquor
incident in Repura village
under Saraiya police station
on October 29 that claimed
10 lives and seven persons
lost their eyesight.

Besides, poisonous liquor
tragedy also took place in
Gopalganj, Bettiah, and
Samastipur districts in the
last one week.

Four die after consuming spurious
liquor in Bihar's Muzaffarpur Adani companies AGEL, ATL declare

energy compact goals as part of COP26 
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The Madhya Pradesh cabinet in a
meeting presided by Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

held on Tuesday approved the forma-
tion of new tehsil Killaud in Khandwa
district, new tehsil Digouda in
Tikamgarh district, new tehsil Mundi
in Khandwa district and new tehsil
Dhulkot in Burhanpur district.

The Cabinet granted permission to
the Medical Education Department
to allot 97452 square meters of vacant
land near Kanavati on Mhow
Naseerabad Road under the owner-
ship of Municipality in Neemuch
Nagar, without premium and annual
land rent of Re 1 subject to the given
conditions and the use of the said
land from residential to 'public and
semi- public' on the condition of
being modified to 'public', for the
establishment of a medical college.

The Cabinet approved to start 11

new government colleges in the state.
Approval was given to create 233 aca-
demic and 228 non-academic, a total
of 461 posts. Posts for starting new
science and commerce faculties in
five already functional government
colleges and for starting three new
subjects at postgraduate level in one
government college. For this, a recur-
ring expenditure load of Rs.24 crore
60 lakh per annum and non-recur-
ring expenditure of Rs.5 crore 45 lakh
has been approved.

According to the MP University
(Amendment) Ordinance, the pro-
posal to rename 'Chhindwara
University,' Chhindwara' as 'Raja
Shankar Shah University,
Chhindwara' was approved by the

Cabinet. The Higher Education
Department has been authorized to
pass the ordinance in the form of a
bill in the upcoming assembly ses-
sion. The Cabinet granted adminis-
trative approval for the creation of 9
posts of computer operators along
with 138 new posts for filling of the
252 posts required for Regional
Institute for Respiratiory Diseases,
Bhopal while dedicating 113 posts
out of 227 posts approved earlier in
TB Hospital for creation of new posts
for the upgradation of the TB
Hospital, of Bhopal to Regional
Institute For Respiratory Diseases
and for the arrangement of an
agency approved and contracted for
Gandhi Medical College Bhopal for

cleanliness and safety. Due to cre-
ation of new post for Regional
Institute, 12 to 15 seats can be
increased from 3 seats in the current-
ly avaiable PG course. Along with the
creation of the post of Surgery
department, 3 to 4 PG seats will
increase. By getting additional PG
seats in the course, more number of
doctors related to the treatment of
this disease will be available in
future.

For the development of registered
wind power projects and new proj-
ects in the state, the Cabinet has
decided that at present keeping the
ceiling tariff at Rs. 2.78 per unit, the
bids will be invited for setting up 750
MW capacity wind-solar hybrid (33
pc essential component of
wind/solar energy). In view of the
requirement of about 5000 MW
capacity to meet the RPO of the state
till the financial year 2025, additional
capacity of 1500 MW will be
required. For this there is a great
need for the development of wind
power projects in the state.

The state is one of the progressive
states in the country in the field of
wind energy. The total installed
capacity in the state has increased
from 314 MW in the year 2012 to the
latest 2444.15 MW. In this way, an
increase of about 8 times has been
achieved since the year 2012.

CM CHOUHAN PRESIDES
CABINET MEETING

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Former Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh Kamal
Nath on Tuesday

demanded a high-level probe
in the fire incident at Kamla
Nehru hospital where four
infants died. He alleged that
the fire fighting system was
defunct.

Reacting to the incident,
Nath said it is the second
time when such an incident
occurred in Bhopal. "Families
have lost their newborn due
to the negligence of the secu-
rity system and administra-
tion of the hospital.

"This is the second such
incident in Kamla Nehru
hospital. It is a grave negli-

gence. The fire safety system
of the hospital was defunct
and the responsible authori-
ties were unaware of it.
Responsibilities should be
fixed and strict action must
be taken against them," Nath
added.

He also said the Madhya
Pradesh Medical Education
Minister Vishvas Kailash
Sarang was responsible for
the incident.

Meanwhile, state Mahila
Congress president Archana
Jaiswal along with party
workers reached the hospital
and tried to forcibly enter.
Police deployed there
stopped them which resulted
in a heated argument

between the police officials
and the Congress workers.
However, the situation was
brought under control.

Fire occurred on the fourth
floor of the building and the
children were admitted to the
special children care unit
located on the third floor. As
per the officials, a total of 40
children were on the ward
when the fire broke out.

Earlier in the day, Vishvas
Sarang said that four infants
have died due to suffocation,
while 36 children were evac-
uated safely.Sources claimed
that the number of deaths
has increased from four to
seven; however, no official
confirmation was there.

Kamal Nath demands probe
in Kamla Nehru Hospital fire

NOD TO START 11 NEW
GOVERNMENT COLLEGES

LAND ALLOTMENT FOR
MEDICAL COLLEGE

RATIFICATION OF FORMA-
TION OF 4 NEW TEHSILS
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The President Ramnath Kovind
presented the Padma Awards
for the year 2021 at a pro-

gramme held at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Tuesday. Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has congratulated
and extended best wishes to the
Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan
and Padma Shri awardees.

Former Union Minister Sushma
Swaraj was posthumously awarded
the Padma Vibhushan for the year
2020 by the President Kovind. Abdul
Jabbar Khan of Bhopal (posthumous-
ly), Purushottam Dadhich of Indore,
Nemnath Jain of Indore and Dr.
Sushri Leela Joshi of Ratlam were
honoured with Padma Shri.

For the year 2021, President
Kovind honoured former MP Sumitra

Mahajan with Padma Bhushan,
Bhopal's Kapil Tiwari for making sig-
nificant contribution to the promo-
tion of folk arts of Madhya Pradesh
and tribal painter Behen Bhuri Bai
with Padma Shri. The awards for the
year 2020 were presented yesterday
on November 8 by President Kovind.

Former Union Minister Sushma
Swaraj was a Member of Parliament
from Vidisha Parliamentary
Constituency. She was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan 2020 for her spe-
cial contribution to public life. Swaraj
was also the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha. As
Union External Affairs Minister, the
credit of connecting the Ministry of
External Affairs with the masses goes
to Sushma Swaraj. Abdul Jabbar
Khan of Bhopal was posthumously
awarded Padma Shri 2020 for social

work. Khan was the convener of
Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Udyog
Sangathan. He fought for almost 30
years for the treatment and rehabili-
tation of gas victims, their families.
Purushottam Dadhich of Indore was
awarded Padma Shri 2020 for Kathak
dance and choreography in the field
of arts.

Dr. Sushri Leela Joshi of Ratlam
was awarded Padma Shri 2020 in the
field of Medicine. Dr. Joshi retired
from Railways as Medical Officer. Dr.
Leela Joshi has been awarded for the
effective work done for the women
affected by anaemia. She is famous
by name of Mother of Ratlam.

Nemnath Jain of Indore has been
awarded Padma Shri 2020 for his
remarkable work in the field of
industry and trade. Jain is the
founder and chairman of Prestige

Group Indore. Jain is one of the pio-
neers in the development of the soy-
bean sector in India. Former MP
Sumitra Mahajan was awarded the
Padma Bhushan 2021 for her special
contribution to the public sector.
Mahajan was the speaker of the 16th
Lok Sabha. She is the first woman in
India who has been an MP for 8 con-
secutive terms.

Kapil Tiwari of Bhopal was award-
ed Padma Shri 2021 for literature and
education. Tiwari has made a special
contribution in the field of revelation
of Ramayana based art in tribal cul-
ture. Shri Tiwari has an important
role in saving and promoting the folk
arts of the state. Tribal painter Behen
Bhuri Bai has been awarded the
Padma Shri 2021 for the arts.
Originally from Jhabua, Bhuri Bai is a
Bhil painter of international repute.

Chief Minister extended best wishes

Padma Awards for year 2020 and 2021 distributed by President 
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RJ Duckworth,
Commanding-in-Chief
of the Air Force Central

Air Command Headquarter
Prayagraj, met Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan at his
residence on Tuesday.
Chouhan thanked the Air
Force for its active role and
quick cooperation in saving
lives during floods. Chief
Minister said that whenever
the state needed the cooper-
ation of the Air Force, the Air
Force has cooperated with
the State Government with-
out wasting any time. On
behalf of the people of the
state, I am grateful to the Air
Force. Chouhan said that we

are proud of the Air Force.
Army is the basis of country's
pride and faith. The
Commanding-in-Chief RJ
Duckworth informed Chief
Minister about the Air Force
stations operating in Madhya
Pradesh. Duckworth stated
the need to provide addition-

al land in Gwalior to enhance
the operational capabilities of
the Air Force. Chouhan pre-
sented a sapling to
Duckworth. Duckworth pre-
sented a memento on behalf
of the Air Force to Chief
Minister Chouhan.

Air Force Commanding-in-
Chief calls on CM
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The meeting of the Council of
Ministers under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan started with the recita-
tion of Vande Mataram at Mantralaya.
In his address before the cabinet meet-
ing, Chouhan said that in Bhopal's
Kamala Nehru Hospital where new-
borns are treated, a fire broke out last
night due to short circuit, in which
some of our infants lost their lives.
Mind and soul are pained by this
heart-breaking incident. Chief Minister
said that the children who were in the
hospital were under our protection, it
was our responsibility to save their
lives, this is a serious incident.

Chouhan said that this unfortunate
incident is a criminal negligence. The
Chief Minister said that the Additional
Chief Secretary Health and Medical
Education will investigate the incident,

strict action will be taken against who-
ever is guilty. Chouhan said that those
who put their lives at risk to rescue the
children, they deserve appreciation.
Such doctors, nurses, ward boys etc.
will be honoured. Chief Minister
thanked all of them. Praising the dedi-
cation towards duty of Medical
Education Minister Vishwas Sarang,
Chouhan said that Sarang reached the
spot as soon as he got the information
about the incident and immediately
coordinated the relief work. Chouhan
also thanked the police administration
and the team of doctors for taking
prompt action and saving the lives of
children.

Chouhan has directed that fire safe-
ty audit of all government and non-
government hospitals should be con-
ducted immediately. Chief Minister
said that as a result of Covid-19, oxy-
gen lines have been laid in many hos-
pitals for the provision of oxygen. This

adds to the need for fire safety audits
in hospitals. Therefore, the report of
fire safety audit of hospitals should be
submitted at the earliest. Chouhan
said that I had a desire to reach the
spot immediately. I constantly
remained in touch with Sarang. I was
told that my going there may divert the
attention of the people engaged in the
relief works. The focus of the teams
should be on evacuation and the chil-
dren's safely. I was constantly in touch
with the minister Sarang, the police
administration and the team of doc-
tors present at the spot from the resi-
dence itself. Chouhan has prayed to
God for the peace of the departed
souls. Chief Minister said that I have
deep condolences for the families of
these children. It is my wish that those
who were injured in the incident
recover speedily. He said that we will
have to take all those measures so that
such incidents do not recur.

Heart-rending incident at Kamala Nehru
Hospital has disturbed mind and soul: CM  

CM PLANTED NEEM AND

KADAMBA SAPLINGS IN

SMART GARDEN

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted Neem and
Kadamba saplings in Smart Garden
on Tuesday. On this occasion,
Swachhata Mitras of Bhopal, Gaurav
Kalyane, Arvind Paroche and
Jitendra Naharia were with him.
Chouhan plants saplings every day
in fulfillment of his resolve.

It is noteworthy that while keeping
the capital Bhopal neat and clean
and giving special importance to
environmental protection, planta-
tion is being done in Tulsi Nagar
area of Zone-7 of the Municipal
Corporation under Ankur Abhiyan
by these Swacchtah Mitras. The
Neem and Kadam trees planted
today have special significance from
the point of view of environment and
health. Kadamba or Kadam is con-
sidered to be the tree of the gods.
Kadamba is famous in Ayurveda for
its medicinal properties. A special
thing about Kadamba is that its
leaves are very big and gum comes
out of them. Its fruits are like
lemons. Kadam flowers have their
own importance. The mention of
these fragrant flowers is found in
ancient Vedas and compositions.
Neem tree gives cool air in summer.
Every part of this tree is effective in
the treatment of some disease. Rich
in antibiotic elements, neem is
known as the supreme medicine.
Neem may be bitter in taste, but its
benefits are like nectar. Neem is also
very useful from an environmental
point of view.
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In order to ensure timely action on the
decisions and orders passed by the
Supreme and High Courts, innovative

initiatives have been taken by the Public
Works Department. The serving and
retired officers/employees of the depart-
ment will be able to register the informa-
tion about petitions filed and orders
passed in the Supreme Court/High
Courts by November 30, 2021 on the
department's portal
www.wms.mppwd.gov.in/cclogin.aspx.
With this, the department will be able to
ensure compliance of the orders passed
by the courts in time-limit. Principal
Secretary Public Works Neeraj Mandloi
said that due to non-receipt of informa-
tion about the orders passed in the
Supreme Court/High Courts related to
the department within the time-limit,

many times the situation of contempt of
court arises. A special campaign is being
run in the Public Works Department to
implement the orders passed in the
court cases. mployees working in the
department, retired and posted on depu-
tation can register information about
court cases on the portal till November
30, 2021. With this, necessary action will
be ensured by the department in time-
limit. Mandloi directed the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department,
Managing Director, MP Road
Development Corporation and Project
Director, Public Works Department, PIU,
to inform the subordinate staff and
upload the information of court cases on
the portal, so that action can be ensured
in the cases. After ensuring action by
15th December 2021, the Chief Engineer
will also apprise the state government
about it.

Public Works Department creates a portal

Innovative initiative to implement
the decisions of court cases
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BJP leader P Muralidhar
Rao's comment about the
Brahmin and Baniya com-

munities being in "my pockets"
have triggered a huge row in the
state, with the opposition
Congress demanding an apology
and slamming the ruling party
for "claiming rights (over these
two groups)".

Rao, who is a BJP General
Secretary and the party's state-
in-charge, has countered by
attacking the Congress for "dis-

torting" his response - a com-
plete version of which can be
heard in a three-minute video
that has been widely circulated -
to a reporter's question.

The BJP leader also accused
the Congress of having "betrayed
and divided all sections", and
singled the GOP out for "injus-
tice" because "if STs are back-
ward, the only reason is the
Congress." The contentious
exchange took place between
Rao and some reporters at a
press conference in Bhopal to
announce the BJP's focus on
marginalised communities - "not
as vote banks, but to address
their concerns, like backward-
ness, (un) employment and (lack
of) education."

A reporter pointed out the
focus on certain communities
ran contrary to the BJP's much-
vaunted political tagline is "sabka
saath, sabka vikas (with all, for

everyone's development)".
To this Rao initially replied:

"Listen... listen... in one pocket I
have brahmins and in another I
have baniyas..." and then the
gathered reporters started throw-
ing questions at him.

"When the number of people
belonging to certain sections was
higher (i.e., their numbers within
the BJP was greater), people used
to say the party belongs to them.
When there were brahmins you
called us brahmin party... when
there were baniyas, you called us
baniya party..."  Rao explained.

Rao then admonishes the
reporters for not listening to him.
"I am saying our party was start-
ed for everyone. We are working
to add more people (as members
and workers) from SC/ST com-
munities after finding their num-
bers lower. We are inducting as is
needed for representation. We
are reaching out to all... to make

the BJP a party for every group,"
he said. "This means we are not
leaving out brahmins or baniyas
or any group. This is not just
social... even territorial. Earlier
you called us Delhi party, then
gully party. Now we are also
going to villages and bastis. We
are emerging in a true sense as a
national party," Rao declared.
The remarks provoked a furious
response from the Congress and
former Chief Minister Kamal
Nath, who accused BJP leaders of
becoming "arrogant due to
power."

"This is an insult as the BJP is
claiming its right over them.
What kind of respect is given to
these classes whose leaders
played an important role in
building the BJP? BJP leaders
have become arrogant due to
power," he said, calling on the
party to apologise to these com-
munities.

BJP Leader Says "Brahmins, Baniyas In Pocket," Apologise, Says Congress
The exchange took place
between Rao Muralidhar
Rao and some reporters
at a press conference in
Bhopal to announce the
BJP's focus on margin-
alised communities

MUSLIM BOY BEATEN UP OVER
'OFFENSIVE' DIWALI POST

Bhopal: A teenaged boy was beaten up by
locals in  Betul for an allegedly offensive
WhatsApp status. A 18-year-old Muslim boy was
allegedly beaten up by locals in Betul district on
Friday, 5 November, for a purportedly offensive
WhatsApp status about Diwali. Ashfaq Ali, resi-
dent of Balajipuram, had posted a message on
WhatsApp saying "Bahut Shubhkamnaye Diwali
Ki (BSDK)." The status had triggered a row, and
some locals and members of Hindu groups from
the village had collectively visited the teenaged
boy's house, and had assaulted him. Purported
videos of the incident, which had gone viral on
social media, showed a mob of men brutally hit-
ting the boy, and chanting 'Jai Shri Ram.' "Ashfaq
had posted some content which was objected by
the locals and members of Hindu groups. After
we got the news of a fight we called both groups
including family of Ashfaq and it was all sorted
out. Both parties decided to not proceed with any
legal actions and hence no FIR was registered,"
AB Marskole, PS in-charge Betul Bazar.Ashfaq's
father Saeed Ali said that the family had decided
against the filing of a complaint as they fear fur-
ther trouble if they pursue the case. Ashfaq Ali's
family is among the very few Muslim families that
reside in the area.



Rice is a staple crop in India as well as in
many parts of Asia and Africa, but cli-
matic extremes including rising sea lev-

els -- which causes inland salinisation -- can
seriously affect its production.

The adoption of 'climate-smart' rice has led
to significant increases in yield in climate
change stress-affected areas, including those
inhabited by the most impoverished farming
communities. The drought-tolerant Sahbhagi
Dhan variety is specifically deployed in India.

At the ongoing 26th Conference of Parties
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP26) in this Scottish city, CGIAR
Managing Director (Research, Delivery and
Impact) Claudia Sadoff talked exclusively to
IANS in the context of how to help farmers to
become "climate smart", improving produc-
tivity and resilience while reducing emissions.

She said large-scale flooding is occurring
with greater frequency in South Asia with
many of the region's most vulnerable people,
who live in vast agrarian belts within the
Indus, Ganga, and Brahmaputra-Meghna
river basins, being the worst affected.

Index-Based Flood Insurance (IBFI)
designed by CGIAR researchers combines
satellite imagery with mathematical modeling
to calculate flood damage and verify claims,
avoiding the need for costly field visits and

thus keeping premiums
affordable and giving
smallholders a valuable
lifeline.

As another example,
she said that a CGIAR
project in Gujarat led to
3,500 farmers gaining
access to solar irriga-
tion offering excellent
mitigation potential
where the majority of
irrigation pumps are diesel.

"Farmers also have a 25-year agreement
with the local power utility to buy back sur-
plus power, thus increasing energy access and
alternative income while incentivising smart
groundwater use and reducing carbon foot-
prints. "The success of the pilot inspired a
multi-billion-dollar government of India ini-
tiative to promote solar irrigation," she said.

CGIAR is the largest global research part-
nership working towards sustainable and
resilient agriculture and technology it has
developed has helped yields triple in Europe
and North America.

At COP26, CGIAR on Monday urged global
leaders to ensure the 500 million smallholder
farmers responsible for up to a third of global
food production can adapt to climate change-
induced loss and damage while curbing their
greenhouse gas emissions.

Innovations are needed
that can both reduce the con-
tribution of global agriculture
to climate change, and adapt
to its increasingly evident
consequences while also sup-
porting livelihoods, nutrition
and equality.

The call comes as the UK
pledged $55 million over two
years to boost commitments
to CGIAR research from a

steadily growing global coalition to surpass $1
billion.The new pledges will contribute to an
accelerating of research and innovation to
confront rapidly intensifying climate chal-
lenges that could upend the global fight
against hunger and poverty.

The first week at COP26 delivered signifi-
cant support for climate innovation for farm-
ers across the developing world. Pledges to
CGIAR came from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and countries including the US,
Canada, Sweden and Belgium, and now the
UK.Sadoff told IANS that Indian rice farmers
face a heavy toll from flooding just after crop
sowing. Recurring impacts of floods in India
necessitate improving farmers' knowledge of
adaptation and coping meth-
ods along with improving
flood-resilient infrastructure to
reduce the damaging impacts

on farming communities.
Swarna-Sub1, a submergence-tolerant rice

variety developed within CGIAR, could play
an important role in minimising the effect of
flood on rice production. A recent study
shows that the variety could be most benefi-
cial for flood adaptation in districts of Bihar,
West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh, she said.

On the rice stubble burning in northern
India that has long been a major cause of air
pollution, she said CGIAR research has made
a significant difference toward efforts to stop
the harmful practice of rice straw burning, by
providing a more ecologically friendly alterna-
tive. "Zero tillage provides farmers with a
mechanised alternative to burning and tilling
land between the rice harvest and wheat
planting season."The approach instead offers
a way to sow wheat directly into unplowed
paddies and rice straw, using innovative
machinery and attachments that can chop the
leftover rice stalks, spread the residue evenly
as mulch, and plant seeds into the soil -- all
without the need for clearing."

According to her, the climate crisis is exac-
erbating the degradation of food, land, and
water systems, impacting productivity, viabili-
ty and resilience.

The seasonal phenomenon of smog in Delhi-NCR has
taken a toll on not just the health of the area's residents
but also on the economic activity of the region as well.

The phenomenon generally occurs during the winter sea-
son due to stubble burning, vehicular pollution, and smoke
emitted by burning of firecrackers, and is further aggravated
via meteorological activity during this period.

It is credited for hampering some economic activities in and
around north India, especially Delhi-NCR.

Experts' have termed the phenomenon as a "mild disruptor"
of economic activity which impacts sectors such as tourism,
construction, aviation, insurance, and real estate.

Besides, the phenomenon has been cited by experts to par-
tially lead human capital away from the area.This trend has
gained acceleration given the Covid-19 pandemic.

"The biggest impact is obviously on the health of the people
of NCR. The mortality rate has gone up in the last few years
due to pollution-induced illness. The economic loss because
of this seems to be the most," Skymet's Chief Executive Yogesh
Patil, told correspondent."Apart from this, I see the rapid talent
drain from senior management or even highly skilled
resources from NCR due to rising issue of pollution
levels."Emkay Global Financial Services' Lead Economist,

Madhavi Arora, said: "Delhi is bearing massive losses to its
economy, per capita income and productivity because of the
health impact and consequent loss of human capital due to air
pollution." "Sectors like tourism, residential real estate
amongst others are taking a hit, further acting as a drag to eco-
nomic growth."Furthermore, the mobility of the area's resi-

dents start to get impacted due to the phenomenon, said
Acuite Ratings & Research Chief Analytical Officer Suman
Chowdhury, adding that this impacts contact intensive sectors
such as retail and hospitality.Notably, these sectors are cur-
rently recovering from the impact of a prolonged
pandemic."There is also a significant effect on the local
tourism industry as both domestic and foreign travellers tend
to avoid visits during these times of heavy smog," he said. On
the other hand, smog triggers a phenomenon known as
'Escape' tourism."We are witnessing a trend of 'escape tourism'
in metros like Delhi, where increasing level of pollution has
tourists flocking to destinations like Goa in search of fresh air,"
ixigo Group CEO and Co-Founder, Aloke Bajpai, said."Beach
destinations are a favourite pick amongst travellers this
Diwali."Additionally, the phenomenon propels the consumer
durables' industry to innovate newer products for air purifica-
tion. Consumer durables major Panasonic India's Business
Head, Air Conditioners Group, Gaurav Sah, said: "We have
been focusing on innovations related to improving indoor air
quality, keeping in mind deteriorating air quality.""Earlier this
year, we introduced air conditioners with air purification tech-
nologies. These improve indoor air quality through the year."
In addition, sales of indoor plants such as 'snake plant' know
to reduce indoor air population increases drastically due to the
phenomenon.
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Meghalaya Governor Satya Pal Malik
seems to have become a new
headache for the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) for regularly speaking out on the
ongoing farmers' agitation and other issues
cornering the Union government. Malik, who
was the Governor of J&K and Goa before
assuming charge in Meghalaya, has said that
he is not scared of stepping down from his post
if asked. Referring to his recent statements on
the three farm laws, Malik said, "The day they
(government) tell me that they have a prob-
lem, I will not even wait for a minute to resign.
From the very first day, I have spoken for the
farmers. I was prepared to leave and join the
farmers' protest." He had also questioned the
silence of the government over the deaths of
farmers at the protest sites. About 600 people
have reportedly died in the country's biggest
farmers' movement, but not a word of condo-
lence has come from the leaders of the ruling
party, he had said. Political experts feel that
Malik may be eyeing a comeback into active
politics in the Jatland, and could be a prize
catch for the opposition if he parts ways with
the BJP. Experts feel that the problem with the
BJP is that it can't afford to sack him ahead of
the Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh
scheduled early next year, as such a move may
further alienate the Jats who are unhappy
with the BJP over the farmers' issue. Malik not
only spoke against the government on the
farmers' issue, but also levelled allegations of
corruption in Jammu and Kashmir in a video
that went viral on social media. In the past, he
had also offered to negotiate if the government
guarantees MSP. The Congress had ques-
tioned the government for not conducting an
enquiry after Malik had said that he was
offered bribe when he was the Governor of
J&K.

Malik wants to swim
in farmers' wave?

Disruptor: Smog's heavy toll on health, economic activity
Rohit Vaid
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Amir Khan Muttaqi, the acting
Foreign Minister of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan,

will arrive in Islamabad on
Wednesday at the invitation from
Pakistan to be a part of the Troika
Plus meeting.

The visit will be Muttaqi's maiden
visit to Islamabad after assuming
charge as the acting Foreign Minister
following the collapse of Afghanistan
to the Taliban in August.

As per details shared by the
Pakistan Foreign Office, the visit will
be focused on pivotal issues related to
economic crisis in Afghanistan, cou-
pled with easing of visa provision and
processing.

Muttaqi will also be taking part in
the all important Troika Plus meeting
on Thursday in Islamabad where
"special representatives for
Afghanistan from US, Russia, China
and Pakistan will be meeting", to dis-
cuss the way forward towards a stable
country. The Foreign Office further
said that Ambasador Mohammad
Sadiq, Pakistan's Special
Representative for Afghanistan,

Thomas West, the State Department's
Special Representative and Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Afghanistan,
Russia's special envoy for Afghanistan
Zamir Kabulov and Chinese special
envoy for Afghanistan Yue Xiaoyong
will be in attendance.

The meeting is expected to not
only see through means of provision
of continued humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan, but will also be focused
on handling the crippling economic
crisis of the country.

The Taliban interim government is
yet to receive recognition from the
international community and has
been engaging with global powers
before the economic crisis of the
country turns from bad to worse.

The Troika Plus holds great impor-
tance as China, Pakistan, Russia and
the US share major stakes in
Afghanistan and have been relevant
active participants of the Afghan
peace talks. Although Pakistan is yet
to recognised the Taliban govern-

ment, it has allowed the new Taliban
officials to take control of the Afghan
embassy in Islamabad along with
consulates in Peshawar, Karachi and
Quetta.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, during his last visit to Kabul
on October 21, had discussed with
senior Afghan Taliban government
officials, confirming that both sides
had agreed to enhance and revive the
existing bilateral mechanisms and
institutional frameworks such as the
Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for
Peace and Solidarity (APAPPS),
which would be used as a platform to
resolve differences and hurdles in
implementation of decision on both
sides. Major decisions have already
been taken by the Pakistan govern-
ment since Qureshi's visit which
include removal of procedural restric-
tions on the movement of people
between two countries, earlier
imposed in the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic; issuance of five-year mul-
tiple-entry visas to Afghan business-
men; permission to Afghan trucks to
travel up to Karachi; and waiving off
duties on exports of Afghan fruits and
vegetables in Pakistan.

Acting Taliban FM to arrive in Pak on Wednesday 
Wellington|Agencies

New Zealand Minister
for Trade and Export
Growth Damien

O'Connor on Tuesday
expressed support for the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) and vowed to pro-
mote the trade-led economic
recovery amid the Covid-19
pandemic. O'Connor made
the remarks in his opening
speech while chairing the
2021 APEC Ministerial
Meeting, reports Xinhua
news agency.

Ministers from 21 Asia-
Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) mem-
ber economies are meeting
virtually Monday and
Tuesday to accelerate the
region's economic recovery
through innovative trade pol-
icy and multilateral coopera-
tion.The 2021 APEC
Ministerial Meeting was co-
chaired by O'Connor and

New Zealand Foreign
Minister Nanaia Mahuta.

Policy recommendations
will be shared by representa-
tives of the APEC Business
Advisory Council and APEC's
official observers -- the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, the Pacific
Economic Cooperation
Council, and the Pacific
Island Forum. "Together, we
have worked tirelessly over
the past year to deliver a
diverse range of meaningful
outcomes, notably in speed-
ing up the movement of vac-
cine supplies and other
essential goods across bor-
ders," O'Connor said when
he welcomed the ministers at
the meeting. "Progress on
APEC's ambitious agenda
this year shows how our col-
lective determination can
overcome the challenges
during the pandemic,"
O'Connor said. "And this
momentum must not stop."

The meeting precedes the
APEC Economic Leaders'
Meeting on Friday and the
12th World Trade
Organization Ministerial
Conference (MC12).

"Today's meeting will pro-
vide an important opportuni-
ty to build momentum and
seek consensus ahead of
MC12." "APEC's support for
the WTO is an area of which
we all agreed this year. Our
goal is to intensify regional
cooperation to support the
WTO's agenda at its upcom-
ing conference as a way of
driving a trade-led recovery
from the pandemic," added
O'Connor. "This approach
benefits all. Free, fair and
open trade will get us all
through the pandemic. We all
agree that trade is vital in
mitigating the impacts of the
pandemic and it will be the
driver of growth and a force
for good for our future pros-
perity."

APEC Ministers back WTO, vow
to promote trade-led recovery

Climatic extremes can hit rice production in India: Expert at COP26 
VISHAL GULATI

MOON CALLS FOR REVISION OF LAWS

ON WORKPLACE HARASSMENT
Seoul:South Korean

President Moon Jae-in
on Tuesday instructed
aides to take steps to
revise laws on work-
place harassment in the
civil service, citing a
lack of legal stipulations
on compensation for
victims in the field of
public administration.

The instruction came
after a newly recruited
civil servant at the city government of Daejeon, 160 km
south of Seoul, was found dead at the person's home in
September, about three months after the official was
assigned to the post, reports Yonhap News Agency. Family
members of the deceased have claimed the civil servant had
been suffering from overwork, unfair instructions and bully-
ing at work. Moon told aides that workplace harassment is a
"humanitarian issue". The President called for a revision of
relevant laws because there is a lack of legal guidelines for
an occupational accident compensation system for civil ser-
vants suffering from workplace harassment, according to
presidential spokesperson Park Kyung-mee.

In 2019, a law aimed at preventing harassment in the
workplace took effect in South Korea. Under the law, work-
place harassment is defined as an act of incurring physical
or mental suffering or a worsening of the work environment
by employers or workers using their status or power to
behave beyond the scope of working norms.

6 BODIES RECOVERED FROM
MASS GRAVES IN LIBYA

Tripoli: Libyan authorities have announced the recovery
of six unidentified bodies from three newly discovered mass
graves in the city of Tarhuna.

One grave contained four bodies and each of the remain-
ing two graves contained one body, Xinhua news agency
quoted the General Authority for Research and
Identification of Missing Persons as saying. Search is under-
way for more mass graves in the city, the Authority said.
Since the beginning of the search in Tarhuna in June 2020,
more than 40 mass graves were discovered and more than
200 unidentified bodies were recovered so far.

Tarhuna, located some 90 km south of the capital Tripoli,
was once the eastern-based army's main military operation
centre during the war against the former UN-backed
Government of National Accord in and around Tripoli.

The forces of the former UN-backed government have
been accusing the rival eastern-based army of mass killings
in Tarhuna.

United Nations|Agencies

Winding up a four-day
visit to Ethiopia,
Martin Griffiths, the

UN Undersecretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs, has
again appealed for aid opera-
tion access across the coun-
try amid ongoing conflicts in
some regions.

Griffiths met Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Demeke Mekonnen
on Monday, the UN Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said, during which
he sought to identify means
of improving humanitarian
access and aid to all people
in need across Ethiopia,
reports Xinhua news agency.

The top UN official had
constructive discussions on
November 5 with Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed and
Mekonnen on the humani-
tarian situation in the coun-
try and the challenges that
aid organisations face in

delivering assistance, the
office said.

On Sunday, Griffiths visit-
ed Mekelle, capital of the
embattled Tigray region,
OCHA said.

There, he met women
affected by the conflict and
with humanitarian partners

of the world body.
He also engaged with de

facto authorities on the need
for humanitarian access, pro-
tection of civilians through all
areas under their control,
and respect for human prin-
ciples, OCHA said.

The aid office said conflict,

large-scale displacement,
drought, flooding, disease
outbreaks and desert locust
infestation continue to drive
humanitarian needs across
Ethiopia. Humanitarians tar-
get about 20 million people
for assistance, including 7
million directly affected by
the conflict in northern
Ethiopia.

The office said the 2021
humanitarian response plan
for Ethiopia has a more than
$1.3 billion funding gap.

Humanitarians mobilized
an estimated $606 million
dollars for the northern
Ethiopia response plan and
$474 million dollars more for
a draft response plan to cover
areas outside Tigray.

However, OCHA said the
funds are far from sufficient
to cover mounting humani-
tarian needs.The conflict that
started in the northernmost
Tigray region a year ago has
since spread to the neigh-
bouring areas of Afar and
Amhara.

UN RELIEF CHIEF CALLS FOR HUMANITARIAN ACCESS IN ETHIOPIA
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Maharashtra Environment Minister Aaditya
Thackeray on Tuesday announced state's entry to
the United Nations Race to Resilience campaign.

Last year, the state government had incurred losses worth
$2 billion paid as compensation for those impacted by
extreme weather events.

"As India's most industrialised state, Maharashtra is a
crucial voice in building climate resilience in the Global
South. By joining the Race to Resilience, Maharashtra aims
to be a leading example for regional governments, inspire
climate action and sustainable development," Thackeray
told the media at the ongoing 26th Conference of Parties to
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP26) in this Scottish city.

What is Race to Resilience?

The Race to Resilience
is the UN-backed global
campaign focuses on
helping the most vulnera-
ble, frontline communities
to build resilience and
adapt to the physical
impacts of climate
change, such as extreme
heat, drought, flooding
and sea-level rise.

Maharashtra's climate
change mitigation and
adaptation programmes
aim to build resilience
and a culture of climate
action at every level of the
government.

Started in 2020, the
mission aims to achieve
climate resilience in the
state by bringing together
local administrations,
businesses, NGOs, and
the citizens of all age
groups to enable climate action amongst all stakeholders.

This is the first programme in the world to incentivise all

levels of local gov-
ernment to act on
climate change miti-
gation and adapta-
tion.

The local bodies
are driven to take
progressive climate
action under the pro-
gramme which is
driven by perform-
ance incentives and
a healthy competi-
tion.

At the end of its
first year (2020-21),
the mission awarded
$7.4 million (Rs 55
crore) amongst all
local bodies.

The Majhi
Vasundhara Abhiyan
saved 11,145.4 mil-
lion litres of water in
its first year of opera-

tion, which is equivalent to one day of water supply in the
state, a statement by the state government said.There has

been a decrease of 3,70,978 tonnes of CO2 emissions, which
is the equivalent of 17 million fully grown trees absorbing
CO2.

Water conservation measures included the installation of
5,774 rainwater collecting facilities, the construction of
1,455 extra rainwater percolation pits, and the cleaning of
775 water bodies.

In terms of electrification, 12.23 lakh LED lights and
70,000 solar lights were erected, as well as 736 biogas plants
and 701 solar pumps in Maharashtra's rural districts. So far,
130 green buildings have been certified, with 104 electric
vehicle charging stations installed.

There were a total of 17,889 awareness activities held
around the state.The programme has evolved from a cam-
paign to a large-scale monitoring and evaluation framework
to implement and measure the impact of multiple state and
departmental policies like the electric vehicle policy, the
tree Act, and other policies at all levels of government.

Also in partnership with the World Bank, the Project on
Climate Resilient Agriculture (PoCRA) was launched to
enhance climate resilience and profitability of smallholder
farms across Maharashtra.The project aims to support
investments in farm, community, and post-harvest agricul-
ture infrastructure and adopt climate-resilient technologies.

In its three years of implementation, the project has
already enabled more than 400,000 farmers to adopt cli-
mate-resilient technologies in 5,000 plus villages.

Maharashtra joins UN Race to Resilience Campaign at COP26

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Afresh war this time involving alleged
links and deals with the mafia erupted
with Maharashtra's opposition BJP and

ruling ally NCP fiercely attacking each other
on Tuesday.

Firing the first salvo, Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly Devendra Fadnavis accused
NCP Minister Nawab Malik of an alleged deal
with two close aides of the absconding mafia
don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar involving a
prime plot of land in Kurla.

Releasing documents of the 16-year old
deal before the media, Fadnavis said that a
company connected with Malik, Solidus
Investments Pvt Ltd (SIPL), completed the
Kurla land transaction with M Salim Ishaq
Patel and Sardar Shahvali Khan, both close
aides of Dawood, and the latter (Khan) a con-
vict sentenced to life imprisonment in the
March 1993 Mumbai serial bomb blasts.

Demanding a probe by a competent state
or central authority, Fadnavis  an ex-Chief
Minister said the prime land worth several
crores of rupees on LBS Marg in Kurla, was
bought by the Malik-linked SIPL, signed by
his son Faraz Malik, for barely Rs 30 lakh.

Hitting back, Malik refuted the allegations
of "mafia links" and accused Fadnavis of
attempting to "make a mountain out of a
molehill", without having full knowledge of
the issue.

Debunking Fadnavis's claims, Malik said
that he was a tenant on the land known as

Goawala Compound and had bought their
ownership rights from the landlady.

"The landlady had vested her Power of
Attorney (PoA) with M. Salim Ishaq Patel, on
the plot, there's a building with over 125 ten-
ants standing there since 1984 called
'Madinaturl Aman CHS', and on the adjoining
land there are slums," he said.

He added that on the neighbouring plot,
the SIPL had its warehouse of which the full
ownership rights were given by the landlady,
so how could Fadnavis say that he (Malik) cre-
ated fake tenants to grab the plot at throw-
away prices - around Rs 30 lakh instead of the
market price of over Rs 3 crore - in an alleged
deal with the mafia.

The NCP leader said that when they went
to register their ownership rights, they discov-
ered that the father of Sardar Shahvali Khan,
the caretaker of the property, had usurped
300 metres of the land with his name figuring
in the land records, and the tenants paid him
off to clear his illegal claims.

"It is a wellknown fact that Sardar Shahvali
Khan was a convict in the March 1993
Mumbai serial bomb blasts, but we had no
deal with him. We have no knowledge of M.
Ishaq Patel's alleged links with Dawood or his
sister, since for us he was the authorised PoA
holder of the landlady," Malik declared.

"We have not done any land deal with the
mafia, as falsely alleged by Fadnavis, all trans-

actions, financials and documents are on
record in public domain. In fact, if Fadnavis
had asked me, I would have provided him
with even more details which his aides have
failed to," he said with a smile.

Giving details, Fadnavis said that Sardar
Shahavali Khan is a life-sentence convict in
the 1993 terror case, while M Salim Ishaq
Patel is a former driver, bodyguard and front-
man for Dawood's sister, the late Haseena
Parker and also held her Power of Attorney
(PoA).

"So, what was the compulsion for the
Maliks to enter into a business deal with such
persons who killed the people of Mumbai.
There are total five such deals which clearly
prove that Malik has links with the under-
world," he alleged.

Fadnavis said he will hand over the docu-
ments for a probe by any suitable state or cen-
tral agencies, and also copies to NCP
President Sharad Pawar, to let him know the
"dark" exploits of his minister.

Undaunted, Malik announced a counter-
attack, saying that though Fadnavis failed to
make any "post-Diwali blast" today, on
Wednesday the NCP leader would drop a
"Hydrogen bomb" on Fadnavis' mafia links
and how held Mumbai as ransom when he
was the CM (2014-2019) with the help of an
underworld don.Soon afterwards, in a sepa-
rate media-briefing, BJP's ex-minister Ashish
Shelar sarcastically said that in his media-
briefing, "Malik has said 'kabool hai' to all the
charges" levelled by Fadnavis.

NOW, BJP-NCP WAR SPILLS OVER

TO 'UNDERWORLD LINKS' 

NCB SIT takes over
cruiser probe, visits
Mumbai sites, 
summons 7

Mumbai:A Special Investigation Team of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) arrived here from New Delhi to
formally take over the probe into the rave party aboard a
cruise ship and other cases, officials said here on Monday.

The SIT, headed by senior officer Sanjay Kumar Singh
has sent out summons to at least seven accused or wit-
nesses in the case, including Bollywood megastar Shah
Rukh Khan's son Aryan and his manager Pooja Dadlani.

However, both Aryan Khan and Dadlani excused them-
selves citing ill-health and are likely to appear before the
NCB-SIT later.

The SIT also visited the International Cruise Terminal
where the alleged rave party was raided by the NCB on
October 2 and a location in Lower Parel near Phoenix
Mall where witness, Prabhakar Sail alleged Dadlani had
handed over a packet containing Rs. 50 lakh cash to Sam
D'Souza and K. P. Gosavi.

The team plans to record the statement of Sail, one of
the NCB's independent witnesses and a bodyguard of
Gosavi, another independent witness who is now arrested
by Maharashtra Police.

Sail had created a massive sensation by releasing an
affidavit claiming he overheard a Rs 25 crore deal with
Shah Rukh Khan of which the NCB's Mumbai Zonal
Director Sameer Wankhede was to get Rs 8 crore.

Though Wankhede vehemently denied the allegations,
the NCB took strong cognisance to order a probe into the
matter and also formed the SIT to take over the investiga-
tions into half a dozen cases of Mumbai NCB including
the raid on the Cordelia Cruise.

D'Souza, whose name also figures in the case, said in
his anticipatory bail application before the Bombay High
Court that Gosavi allegedly took Rs 50 lakh from Dadlani
to secure Aryan Khan's release.

Late in October, a vigilance probe team led by
Gyaneshwar Singh had camped in Mumbai for a few days
to probe the allegations of extortion and payoffs, but
could not record the statements of several key persons
including Sail.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The family members of
Narcotics Control
Bureau's Mumbai Zonal

Director Sameer Wankhede
on Tuesday called on
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari to reg-
ister their protest for being
targeted by state Nationalist
Congress Party Minister
Nawab Malik.
Simultaneously, an aunt of
Wankhede, identified as
Gunfabai Bhalerao, lodged a
complaint against Malik with
Aurangabad police seeking
atrocity charges against the
NCP minister for calling kin
"Muslim."Sameer Wankhede's
wife Kranti Redkar, father

Dnyandev and sister Yasmeen
went to Raj Bhavan and
apprised the Governor of the
situation they were facing in
the past few weeks after Malik
launched a serial expose on
the NCB officer. "We informed
him of the kind of harassment
we are facing, threats we are
getting from various quarters,
and the allegations levelled
against us.

The Governor advised us to
exercise restraint," Kranti
Redkar later told media per-

sons.She said the Governor
also said that the guilty would
be punished in this fight
between truth and false-
hoods, and thanked him for
boosting the family's morale.

Wankhede's family meets Maha Guv,
kin files police complaint against Malik

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a major development, the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) of
Maharashtra Police have arrested two

police inspector rank officers  in connection
with the Marine Drive extortion case regis-
tered against former Mumbai police commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh and two DCPs.

The arrested PIs Nandkumar Gopale and
Asha Korke were also named in the FIR regis-
tered with Marine Drive Police station.

The case was initially investigated by

Marine Drive Police and they arrested two
private people, later the Maharashtra govern-
ment formed a SIT headed by DCP Nimit
Goyal to probe the matter.

The case was later given to CID, which is
investigating the multiple cases against Singh
and other officers. The CID has arrested
Gopale and Korke after more than two
months of investigation and found a money
trail which establishes that these two officers
have taken R50 lakh on behalf of DCP rank
officer who is still under the scanner."The
money trail has been established and we
found some prima facie evidence and the
arrest was needed to probe the matter fur-
ther." A senior officer of CID said.

According to sources, Korke and Gopale
who were named in the FIR have earlier
recorded their statement before the CID and
presented their defence but the CID was not

satisfied.The complainant, Shyam Sundar
Agarwal, in his statement has alleged that, on
5th of March the then senior PI of unit 09
Gopale carried out raids at his office and resi-
dence in Bhayander and at the same time PI
Korke raided his Vile Parle residence. The
complainant further alleged that, Gopale in
front of him called the then DCP detection
Akbar Pathan and asked for Rs 50 lakh for not
arresting him. According to Agarwal, at the
same time PI Korke sent a photo of Rs 10 on
WhatApp of complainant's son  and told him
that a person will come with the same note
near his residence and he should check the
number on the note before handing over
cash to him. 

The complaint in the FIR further alleged
that his son arranged the money from some-
where and paid it due to which he was not
arrested at the time. Agarwal also added that,

the police team took several property docu-
ments from his residence and gave it to
Sanjay  Punamia, another accused in the case
arrested earlier by Marine Drive police.

According to sources in the CID, both
Gopale and Korke were asked about these
allegations and they presented their defence
saying that the allegations are false and they
have been just doing their duty as police offi-
cers. However, CID in their thorough probe
have found some prima facie evidence and
arrested the duo. In July this year,  the Marine
Drive police booked former Mumbai police
chief Param Bir Singh and other serving offi-
cers including Korke and Gopale on charges
of extortion, cheating, forgery, criminal con-
spiracy and disobeying the law along with
other stringent Sections of the Indian Penal
Code. Two DCPs and ACPs were also named
in the FIR.

Two PI rank officers arrested in Param Bir Singh extortion case
The arrested PIs Nandkumar
Gopale and Asha Korke were also
named in the FIR registered with
Marine Drive Police station
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In drastic action, the
Maharashtra government
late on Monday took

action against six officials in
connection with the major
fire in Ahmednagar Civil
Hospital which claimed the
lives of 11 Covid-19 patients
on Saturday.

The District Health
Surgeon, two doctors and
three nurses have been sus-
pended or removed pending
a full enquiry into the
tragedy, Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said.

While District Health
Surgeon Dr Sunil Pokhrana,
Medical Officers Dr Suresh
Dhakne and Dr Vishakha
Shinde, and nurse Sapna
Pathare have been suspend-

ed, two other nurses - Asma
Sheikh and Channa Anant -
have been compulsory
retired from services.

Tope added that a high
level team will probe the
causes and circumstances
leading to the fire which
completely gutted the hospi-
tal ICU where 17 patients
were undergoing treatment.

The Saturday fire was the
fifth major blaze in a Covid-
19 facility in the state this
year which have claimed a
total of over 50 lives.

Ahmednagar hospital fire:

6 officials face action
for negligence

9 INJURED IN MUMBAI SLUM
HOUSE CRASH

Mumbai:At least nine persons were hurt when a one-
floor house collapsed in the Jai Maharashtra Nagar slums in
the Antop Hill area of southeast Mumbai, the BMC Disaster
Control said here on Tuesday.

The incident occurred around 8.45 a.m. when a ground-
plus-one storied structure suddenly came crashing down,
trapping many of the residents. Four fire tenders and locals
managed to rescue nine persons trapped in the rubble and
rushed them to nearby hospitals for treatment. While seven
of the injured are undergoing treatment in Sion Hospital,
two others are taking private treatment elsewhere. Work is
on to trace any other victims who may be trapped in the
debris of the crashed structure, said the BMC.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Mumbai Police's Special
Investigation Team, which is con-
ducting a parallel probe into the

extortion allegations against the NCB
team in the drugs-on-cruise case in
which Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan Khan is an accused,
has sought CCTV footage of NCB's south
Mumbai offices.

Mumbai Police sources informed that
the process of formally asking the NCB
to provide the footage 'has begun'. They
added footage from dates leading to the
night of October 2 when Aryan Khan
and other accused in the drugs case
were brought to the NCB office in

Ballard Estate has been sought.
"This is to check the activity and

movement of Sam D'Souza, KP Gosawi
and Manish Bhanushali inside the NCB
office," said an official privy to the devel-
opment. Meanwhile, a high-level meet-
ing was called at the official residence of
Maharashtra Home Minister Dilip Walse
Patil on Tuesday. Mumbai Police
Commissioner Hemant Nagrale and
Joint CP Law and Order V Nangre Patil
were part of this meet, along with NCP
chief Sharad Pawar.

Sources informed  that apart from
other developments, the progress of the
SIT into allegations against Sameer
Wankhede is also being discussed.

The SIT has already recorded the

statement of NCB's independent witness
Prabhakar Sail, the official added. Sail
had claimed that he had heard NCB wit-
ness K P Gosavi discussing a pay-off deal
of Rs 25 crore after Aryan Khan was
arrested by NCB in connection with the
case. Gosavi was later arrested by the
Pune Police in a cheating case.

On Saturday, Mumbai BJP youth wing
chief Mohit Bharatiya claimed that Patil,
who hails from Dhule in north
Maharashtra, is the mastermind of the
entire cruise drugs episode. Bharatiya
had also alleged that Patil was associat-
ed with many leaders of the ruling
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP),
including former Maharashtra home
minister Anil Deshmukh.

Mumbai Police Seek CCTV Footage of
NCB Office in Aryan Khan Drugs Case
Footage from dates leading to October 2 when Aryan
Khan and other accused in the Mumbai drugs case were
brought to the NCB's Ballard Estate office has been sought.

"As India's most industrialised state,
Maharashtra is a crucial voice in building cli-
mate resilience in the Global South. By joining
the Race to Resilience, Maharashtra aims to be
a leading example for regional governments,
inspire climate action and sustainable develop-
ment," Aaditya Thackeray.
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Grammy-winning singer-
songwriter Alanis
Morissette's life will be

made into a single camera comedy
series.Titled 'Relatable', the project
hails from co-creators Elizabeth
Beckwith and Christopher
Moynihan, with Beckwith writing
the pilot, reports variety.com.

Willie Mercer and Ron West will
serve as executive producers for
Thruline, and Jonathan Daniel will
serve as executive producer for
Crush Music. 20th Television will
produce.

Morissette is perhaps best
known for her 1995 album 'Jagged
Little Pill', which has sold over 30
million copies and inspired the
Broadway musical of the same

name.
Since then, she has released

nine more albums and con-
tributed music to numerous pro-
ductions while also appearing
onscreen in several projects. In
August 2021 she kicked off her
world tour celebrating 25 years of
'Jagged Little Pill'.

Beckwith is currently a supervis-
ing producer on the hit comedy
'The Goldbergs'. She also wrote for
the comedy 'Speechless' and has
penned pilots for USA Network,
Fox, Sony, and Fox21.

She is the author of the comedic
parenting book 'Raising The
Perfect Child Through Guilt and
Manipulation'.

Moynihan previously penned
the script for the pilot adaptation
of the Kevin Hart comedy feature
'Night School'.

He was also the co-creator of
the hit comedy 'Marlon'. His other
credits include 'Man Up!', 'St.
Francis', and '100 Questions'.

Los
Angeles |
Agencies

Oscar-
win-
ning

actor Leo
nardo
DiCaprio is
in final talks
to play reli-
gious cult
leader Jim
Jones in an
upcoming
feature writ-
ten by Scott
Rosenberg.

Known as
the leader of
the Peoples
Temple reli-
gious group,
Jones was behind the November 1978 mass suicide at his
Jonestown settlement that took more than 900 lives,
reports variety.com.Jones and his inner circle orchestrated
the massacre at the jungle commune in Guyana, with the
followers directed to drink cyanide-adulterated punch.

MGM secured a deal for the feature project in a preemp-
tive situation, with DiCaprio also producing the project
alongside Jennifer Davisson for their Appian Way produc-
tion company. Rosenberg is also on board as an executive
producer.

Founded in 2001 by DiCaprio, Appian Way Productions
produced Alejandro Inarritu's three-time Academy Award-
winner 'The Revenant', Martin Scorsese's Academy Award-
nominated 'The Wolf of Wall Street', the Academy Award-
nominated 'The Aviator' and 'Shutter Island', as well as the
Peabody Award-winning documentary "Sea of Shadows,"
Scott Cooper's 'Out of the Furnace' and George Clooney's
'The Ides of March, among others.

DiCaprio next stars opposite Jennifer Lawrence in Adam
McKay's 'Don't Look Up' for Netflix and in Scorsese's
'Killers of the Flower Moon'.
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Actress Emily Ratajkowski has admitted she 'hated' herself for
what happened when she was just 14, saying that she had sex
with the person who she identified only as 16-year-old

"Owen", when she was too drunk to refuse.
She wrote in her new book 'My Body': "I wish someone had

explained to me that I owed him nothing. Why did my 15-year-old
self not scream at the top of her lungs? Who had taught me not to
scream? I hated myself...I didn't tell anyone what had happened
that weekend with Owen. This is what you do. This is the beginning
of how you forget."

Ratajkowski admitted she isn't the only woman she knows whose
first sexual experiences "border on non-consensual", reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

She reflected to The Sunday Times magazine: "That was non-
consensual sex. I was so young. I hadn't even had sex before. So
many young women I know, their first early sexual experiences bor-
der on non-consensual."

The 30-year-old star, who has seven-month-old son Sylvester
with husband Sebastian Bear-McClard, felt conflicted over her
looks when she was a teenager, recalling being sent home from a
school dance when she was 13 after her outfit was deemed "too
sexy" and being warned by family members, including her father, to
be careful of her body and the clothes she wore.

EMILY
RATAJKOWSKI'S

FIRST SEXUAL 

EXPERIENCE WAS 'NON-

CONSENSUAL'

Los Angeles | Agencies

The Kardashian-Jenner family have
come out with statements on the
tragedy that struck rapper Travis
Scott's Astroworld music festival,
leaving eight dead and at least 300

injured from a crowd surge during his per-
formance. Scott and Kylie Jenner share a
three-year-old daughter named Stormi and
are currently expecting their second child
together, reports variety.com.

Kylie was in attendance at the Houston
festival over the weekend with their daugh-
ter, Stormi, to support the rapper.

"Travis and I are broken and devastated.
My thoughts and prayers are with all who
lost their lives, were injured or affected in
any way by yesterday's events. And also for
Travis who I know cares deeply for his fans
and the Houston community," Jenner post-
ed on her Instagram stories, following the
tragedy.

Jenner, who boasts more than 280 million

followers on Instagram, initially received
pushback for posting footage from the festi-
val showing an ambulance on-site.

In her statement honouring the victims,
Jenner clarified that she was unaware there
were any lives taken at the festival.

"I want to make it clear we weren't aware
of any fatalities until the news came out
after the show and in no world would have
continued filming or performing," Jenner
said.She continued: "I am sending my deep-
est condolences to all the families during

this difficult time and will be praying for the
healing of everyone who has been impact-
ed."Her elder sister, Kim Kardashian, took to
her social media on Monday evening to
react to the tragedy, stating that her entire
family is in shock.

"Absolutely heartbroken for the lives who
were lost and anyone who was hurt at
Astroworld," Kardashian West wrote.

"Just like all of you, our family is in shock
by the tragedy. We are keeping all of the vic-
tims, families and loved ones impacted in
our prayers for healing -- as well as Travis
who we know cares so much about his fans
and is truly devastated."In the aftermath of
the horrifying incident, Scott pledged to
cover funeral costs for all of the victims.

LEONARDO
DICAPRIO IN FINAL
TALKS TO STAR IN, 

PRODUCE 'JIM
JONES' MOVIE

Venice | Agencies

26th edition of the European
Union Film Festivalis avail-
able in its virtual avatar from

November 1st onwards- featuring
outstanding, award-winning
European cinema that bring forth
inspiring stories, all from the
comfort and safety of our homes.
It celebrates the diversity and
depth of European cinema and
culture.The festival's main attrac-
tion would Austria's English
movie Little Joe and Belgique
movie Lola.

Little Joe follows Alice (Emily
Beecham), a single mother and
dedicated senior plant breeder at
a corporation engaged in devel-
oping new species. She has engi-
neered a special crimson flower,
remarkable not only for its beauty
but also for its therapeutic value;
if kept at the ideal temperature,
fed properly, and spoken to regu-
larly, this plant makes its owner
happy. Against the company poli-
cy, Alice takes one home as a gift
for her teenage son, Joe. They

christen it 'Little Joe.' But as their
plant grows, so too does Alice's
suspicion that her new creation
may not be as harmless as its
nickname suggests.

Lola is about an18-year-old
transgender, learns that she can
finally have surgery, her mother,
who is her only financial support,
passes away. Abiding by her
mother's last wishes, Lola and her
father, who are permanently in
conflict and have not seen each
other for two years, undertake a
journey all the way to the Belgian
coast. They realize the outcome of
the journey may not be the one
they were both expecting! 

Through November 2021, view-
ers and movie buffs can enjoy 60
outstanding movies in 37 lan-
guages across 8 genres that
explore unique stories, experi-
ences, and histories with artistic
storytelling from across 27
Member States and associate
countries, celebrating the most
recent cinematic triumphs at
Cannes, Locarno, San Sebastian,
Karlovy Vary, and Venice,
amongst others. 

REGINA HALL TO STAR IN 'MIDNIGHT RUN'
SEQUEL, PRODUCED BY ROBERT DE NIRO
Los Angeles | Agencies

Asequel to the 1988 action comedy 'Midnight Run' starring Robert De Niro and Charles Grodin, is in the
making by Universal Pictures. Regina Hall, the actor best known for 'Girls Trip' and 'Scary Movie', is star-
ring in the follow-up.It's unclear if De Niro is reprising his role as bounty hunter Jack Walsh in the buddy

action film, but he will be involved in the new
version as a producer, reports
variety.com.Aeysha Carr is writing the screen-
play, though plot details and additional cast
members have been kept under wraps.

The original 'Midnight Run' sees De Niro
play a bounty hunter who pursues a former
Mafia accountant (Charles Grodin, who died
earlier this year of bone marrow cancer) after
he skips bail.Variety offered high praise to the
1988 film, calling it "one of the most entertain-
ing, best executed, original road pictures ever".

The review was particularly complimentary
to the dynamic between De Niro and Grodin,
with Variety's critic saying "'Midnight Run'
shows that Robert De Niro can be as wonderful
in a comic role as he is in a serious one".

Kylie Jenner, Kim
Kardashian respond

to Astroworld
tragedy

Alanis Morissette
to make comedy
series inspired

by her life

26th edition of the
European Union
Film Festival to
feature Austrian
movie Little Joe
and Belgium's Lola
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Star opener Rohit
Sharma will captain
the 16-member India

squad in the upcoming
T20I series against New
Zealand, the BCCI
announced on Tuesday.

With Virat Kohli relin-
quishing the T20I cap-
taincy, the Chetan
Sharma-led National
Selection Committee
appointed Rohit to lead
India in the three T20Is
starting from November
17.

KL Rahul will be
Sharma's deputy for the
series while the likes of
Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya, Jasprit Bumrah

and Mohammed Shami,
and Ravindra Jadeja have
been given a rest.

Meanwhile, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Venkatesh Iyer,
Harshal Patel, and Avesh
Khan are the new faces in
the squad.

The selection commit-
tee also picked the India
'A' squad for the South
Africa tour scheduled to
start from November 23
in Bloemfontein. The
team will play three four-
day matches during the
tour.

India's T20I squad:
Rohit Sharma (Captain),
KL Rahul (Vice-Captain),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shreyas
Iyer, Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant (wicket-

keeper), Ishan Kishan
(wicket-keeper),
Venkatesh Iyer,
Yuzvendra Chahal, R
Ashwin, Axar Patel, Avesh
Khan, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Deepak Chahar,
Harshal Patel, Mohd. Siraj

India 'A' squad for
South Africa tour: Priyank
Panchal (Captain), Prithvi
Shaw, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Devdutt
Padikkal, Sarfaraz Khan,
Baba Aparajith, Upendra
Yadav (wicket-keeper), K
Gowtham, Rahul Chahar,
Saurabh Kumar, Navdeep
Saini, Umran Malik, Ishan
Porel, Arzan Nagwaswalla

Rohit to lead India in T20Is
against New Zealand; Kohli rested

T20 WORLD CUP

FAVOURITES ENGLAND FACE IMPRESSIVE
NEW ZEALAND IN FIRST SEMI-FINAL

Abu Dhabi | Agencies

Two years after their epic
ODI world final at Lord's,
England and New Zealand
will renew rivalries at
another ICC event as they

lock horns in the first semi-final of the
2021 Men's T20 World Cup, here on
Wednesday.

The Eoin Morgan-led England
have been brilliant in all three depart-
ments of the game and the pre-tour-
nament favourites topped Group 1.
However, their defeat to South Africa
in their last outing proved they were
not an invincible side.

Ahead of the semi-finals, opener
Jason Roy suffered a calf injury
against the Proteas and England will
badly miss his batting at the top. With
Roy ruled out of the World Cup,
James Vince has been called up to the
squad as his replacement.

Morgan is expected to shuffle
Jonny Bairstow up the order to open
with Jos Buttler but Moeen Ali is
another option to be promoted. The
wicket-keeper batsman Sam Billings
is likely to come into the team and
bat in the middle order. Other batters
including captain Morgan, Moeen
Ali, and Liam Livingstone have been
incredible with bat and spent valu-

able time in the middle going into the
knockout game.

However, the absence of Tymal
Mills, who was ruled out of the tour-
nament with a thigh injury, could
trouble England in the bowling
department. Mark Wood, who
replaced Mills, was the most expen-
sive bowler against South Africa.

On the other hand, New Zealand
registered four consecutive wins after
losing to Pakistan in the opening
match of their campaign.

The Black Caps' batters haven't
been dominating but they have made

an impact by controlling the innings
nicely. Opener Martin Guptill, who
has been their leading run-getter will
be crucial at the top along with his
partner Daryl Mitchellm, who is also
in decent form.

Devon Conway and Kane
Williamson will be the key players in
the middle while James Neesham will
look to finish the innings for Kiwis.

Meanwhile, New Zealand have
been one of the best bowling units in
the tournament. The duo of Trent
Boult and Tim Southee have been
outstanding with their line and

lengths in powerplay and death overs.
Adam Milne, who has come as Lockie
Ferguson's replacement has also
made a difference with his pace.

Both the spinners, Ish Sodhi and
Mitchell Santner have taken wickets
in the middle overs which has not
allowed the opposition to break free.

The Black Caps will also have the
2019 ODI World Cup final heartbreak
in their minds when they were
denied a title on the boundary count-
back rule. Since then, the Kiwis have
won the World Test Championship
title, which makes this a clash
between bona fide champions.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Reeth Tennison and Manush Shah
bagged the women's and men's singles
titles respectively as India completed a

grand double in the ITTF Ecuador
International Open 2021 played at Cuenca,
Ecuador, on Sunday.

Reeth clinched the gold medal by defeating
compatriot Ankita Das 4-2 in the women's
singles final while Manush Shah defeated
Juan Jesus Gomez of Mexico 4-1 in the men's
singles final. India also won silver medals in
men's and women's doubles in a successful
outing for the squad in Ecuador.

In the women's singles final, the 26-year-
old Reeth, a Mumbai-based TSTTA player,
was engaged in a close tussle for Supremacy
with 28-year-old Ankita, who started on a pos-
itive note by winning the opening game at the
Complejo Deportivo Totoracocha, Cuenca.

Ankita drew level by snatching a tense
fourth game in extra points before Reeth once
again found her attacking form and knocked
the fight out of her teammate Ankita by win-
ning the next two games, thus wrapping up

the contest with a 6-11, 11-4, 11-6, 16-18, 11-1
and 11-6 win. India completed a grand dou-
ble when Manush Shah defeated Juan Jesus
Gomez of Mexico 4-1 in the men's singles
final. The 20-year-old Gujarat paddler
Manush was in control as he dictated the ral-
lies against his 18-year-old Mexican rival and
went on to close out the match with a cred-
itable 11-7, 11-9, 11-13, 11-7, and 11-9 victory
and claimed the country's second gold medal.

Double delight for India as paddlers

Reeth, Manush win in Ecuador

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian shooter Rahi
Sarnobat clinched silver
medal in women's 25m

pistol at ISSF Presidents
Cup, which ended in the
Polish city of Wroclaw, on
Tuesday.

That effort along with
Manu Bhaker's second
gold, which she won on
the final day partnering
Turkey's Ozgur Varlik in
the 25m Rapid Fire pistol
Mixed Team competition,
meant that the Indians
won a total of five medals
in the prestigious year end-
ing event.

Manu had earlier part-
nered Iran's Javad
Foroughi to clinch the 10m
Air Pistol Mixed Team title,

on day two of competi-
tions. 

The seasoned Rahi
Sarnobat, who has quite
the reputation as a
strong finals shooter,
was in her elements
again on Tuesday in the
women's 25m pistol
final. She shot 3s and 4s
consistently to climb
from fifth place initially
to second after the fifth
five-shot series.

Besides Manu's two
gold medals and Rahi's
silver on the final day,
Saurabh Chaudhary
also won an individual
silver and Abhishek
Verma, an individual
bronze, in the Men's
10m Air Pistol competi-
tion.

PRESIDENT'S CUP

Indian shooters bag five medals,
Rahi wins silver on final day

Squads
EEnnggllaanndd:: Eoin Morgan (c),
Moeen Ali, Jonny Bairstow, Sam
Billings, Jos Buttler, Chris
Jordan, Liam Livingstone, Dawid
Malan, Adil Rashid, James
Vince, David Willey, Chris
Woakes, Mark Wood, Tom
Curran, Reece Topley.
NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd:: Kane Williamson
(c), Todd Astle, Trent Boult,
Mark Chapman, Devon Conway,
Martin Guptill, Kyle Jamieson,
Daryl Mitchell, James Neesham,
Glenn Phillips, Mitchell Santner,
Tim Seifert, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee, Adam Milne.

RAVI SHASTRI HINTS
AT RETURNING AS
COMMENTATOR
Dubai: Former all-rounder
Ravi Shastri, who ended his
tenure as India cricket team's
head coach on Monday, has
hinted that he might return to
cricket commentary.

Before taking up the coaching assignment of the
Indian team, the 59-year-old was one of the
prominent voices in the world of cricket commen-
tary. After bidding adieu to his cricketing career,
Shastri carved out a reputation for himself in com-
mentary with his flamboyant style of narrating the
happenings of a live game. He was also in the
commentary box in 2011 when Mahendra Singh
Dhoni hit that historic six off Nuwan Kulasekara to
end India's 28-year wait for a World Cup trophy.

Talking to the media after India's last T20 World
Cup match against Namibia, Shastri dropped hints
about his future plans.

"I mean, if you look at -- if you want the real
highlights, nothing beats Australia. England, we're
up in the series. It will be the longest time we'll be
up in the series until next year. I might be com-
mentating on that game for all you know, but I'll
keep that one area. It feels good," he said.

ASIF ALI, LAURA DELANY VOTED ICC
PLAYERS OF THE MONTH FOR OCTOBER

Dubai: Pakistan's Asif Ali and Ireland's Laura Delany were
on Tuesday voted ICC Players of the month for October. Ali
beat Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan and Namibia's David
Wiese to the men's award, while Delany beat teammate
Gaby Lewis and Zimbabwe's Mary-Anne Musonda to the
women's prize. Ali scored 52 runs without defeat across
three matches for Pakistan in October at the ICC Men's T20
World Cup, scoring at a strike rate of 273.68. Ireland captain
Delany shone in their 3-1 ODI series win over Zimbabwe.
The all-rounder flourished with the bat and ball, scoring
189 runs at 63, and taking four wickets at 27.

ALL-INDIA U-16 HOCKEY

Naval Tata Academy, Anwar
Society make winning start

Team Absolute|Pune

Naval Tata Hockey Academy,
Jamshedpur, and Anwar Hockey
Society, Uttar Pradesh registered con-

trasting wins to log full points in their respec-
tive groups on the opening day of the 5th
SNBP All-India Hockey Tournament (Boys
Under-16) at the Shiv Chhatrapati Sports
Complex here on Tuesday.

In a Pool-B encounter, Naval Tata Hockey
Academy got the better of Guru Hockey
Academy 3-1. The Jamshedpur team went
one up through Abhishek Tigga (26th) to end
the first half 1-0. On the switch over, Jolen
Topno (32nd) made it 2-0, before Sandeep
(50th) pulled one back for Guru Hockey
Academy. Later a penalty corner conversion
by Roshan Ekka (53rd) helped the
Jamshedpur team sign off 3-1 winners.

Later in the day, Uttar Pradesh-based
Anwar Hockey Academy logged an 8-0 win
over New Delhi's OTHL (One Thousand
Hockey Legs) XI in a Group-H encounter. The
win was powered by a brace of goals from
skipper Mohammed Danish (17th, 49th) and
Mohammed Aarish (39th, 59th).

The other goals in this lopsided win were
scored by Mithilesh Patel (3rd), who opened
the account, Md. Arsh (18th), Omkar Patel
(29th), and Md. Aman (49th).

INDIAN SENIOR WOMEN'S FOOTBALL TEAM TO
PLAY BRAZIL, CHILE, VENEZUELA IN MANAUS

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Indian senior
women's football team
will feature in an inter-

national tournament in
Manaus, where they are
going to play three matches
against Brazil, Chile and
Venezuela.

The team will begin their
campaign against Brazil on
November 25 followed by
matches against Chile on
November 28, and
Venezuela on December 1.

This will be the first time
any Indian Senior National
team will be playing against
either Brazil, Chile or
Venezuela.

Former FIFA Women's
World Cup runners-up
Brazil are ranked seventh in
FIFA Women's Football
Rankings, while Chile are on
37 and Venezuela on 56.
India are currently ranked
57th.

The exposure tour is part

of the Indian Women's
team's preparation for the
forthcoming AFC Women's
Asian Cup India 2022. The
Indian women had last
month travelled to Dubai,
Bahrain, and Sweden to play
a series of friendly matches,
while earlier in 2021, they
had travelled to Turkey and
Uzbekistan for international
exposure tours.

India's matches in
Manaus:

November 25: Brazil vs
India

November 28: India vs
Chile

December 1: India vs
Venezuela

Kohli promises to remain involved in decision
making even after quitting captaincy

Abu Dhabi | Agencies

He will not be leading
the side as captain in
T20I cricket but out-

going India skipper Virat
Kohli promised to be as
aggressive and as involved
in decision-making in the
field as earlier despite repre-
senting the country in the
shortest format of the game
only as a batsman.

Kohli on Monday led
India to a nine-wicket victo-
ry over Namibia in his final
T20I game as his team made
an early exit from the ICC
men's T20 World Cup here,
failing to reach the semi-
finals after slumping to

demoralizing defeats to
Pakistan and New Zealand
in their first two matches of
the Super 12 stage.

Kohli has achieved suc-
cess in all formats of the
game due to his aggressive
approach and involvement

in the game and the outgo-
ing India captain said the
intensity will not drop even
when he is not leading the
side.

"That's never going to
change. If I can't do that I
will not play anymore. Even
when I wasn't captain before
I was always keen to see
where the game is going. I'm
not going to stand around
and do nothing," Kohli said
during the presentation cer-
emony after'India's facile
nine-wicket win in their last
match at the T20 World Cup.

On winning his last
match, Kohli said he felt a
sense of relief and added
that this was the right time

to quit captaincy so that he
can manage his workload
properly.

"As I said it's been an
honour, but things have to
be kept in the right perspec-
tive. This was the right time
for me to manage my work-
load. It's been six-seven
years of intense cricket every
time we take the field and it
takes a lot out of you. It's
been great fun, great bunch
of guys and we've really per-
formed well as a team,"
Kohli said.

About the T20 World Cup,
Kohli again said that they
were not brave enough in
the first two matches.

Sawai Mansingh Stadium to
host first-ever T20I on Nov 17

Team Absolute|Jaipur

The Sawai Mansingh
Stadium here will hosts
its first T20

International when India
take on New Zealand in the
opening match on November
17.The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
appointed former cricketer
Rahul Dravid as the coach of
the team. After relinquishing
his T20 captaincy, Virat Kohli
will play his first match under
a new skipper. Sources say
Rohit Sharma could take over
the T20 side.Preparations are
on in full swing, with the
Rajasthan Cricket
Association making plans to

welcome spectators to the
venue.The India team will
reach Jaipur on November 10
and will be quarantined for
three days. The squad will
practice at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium from
November 14 to 16.The New

Zealand cricket team will
reach Jaipur after completing
their T20 World Cup engage-
ments in the UAE and will
undergo quarantine here.
Both teams will then leave for
Ranchi on November 18 for
the second match.



'BUNTY AUR BABLI 2' IS A 
NON-STOP ENTERTAINER: DIRECTOR

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood's much-loved diva
Mallika Sherawat makes a
comback in Tamil Director

VC Vadivudaiyan's Period horror
thriller titled "NAAGMATI". A mega
budget film produced by
V.Palanivel from Vaithiyanathan
Film Gardens which has produced
several successful Tamil movies
including 6'2, Vathiyar&Oram Po.

Director VC Vadivudaiyan is
known for his work in the Horror
Thriller genre and has given several
blockbusters in Tamil. Speaking on
his first Bollywood film he says, "It's

a Period Horror
Thriller with Mallika Sherawat
playing a pivotal role that she has
never done before. She plays Dual
roles as Queen & Royal Princess
who is trying to save her kingdom
using violence and horror as her
weapon. Is she able to save her
kingdom in the end?"

Mallika Sherawat marks her
debut in this Horror Thriller genre
for the first time and is excited to be
a part of this multilingual project.
Mallika has been doing a lot of
homework and preparing for her
role in this film. There are numer-
ous high-octane action sequences
in the film that require hard train-
ing. Mallika has been training in
horse riding, sword fighting and

attending work-
shops already.

Today, shooting Started in
Mumbai at ND Studio with numer-
ous artists.

This film will be shot extensively
in Mumbai, South Africa and
Rajasthan amongst other places.
With exotic locations & extensive
CG work, NAAGMATI will be a rich
visual treat for the audience. The
way the script moves with twists
and turns; it will keep the audience
on the edge of their seats.

Popular Tamil Actor, Jeevan and
Vijayan Satya from Kollywood mark
their Bollywood debut with this
film. Best names from the industry
amongst technicians and artists are
being roped in for this mega proj-
ect.

AKSHAY OBEROI GETS
INTO ACTION MODE
WITH 'DIL HAI GRAY'

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Akshay Oberoi
will be seen pulling
off some action

sequences in the upcom-
ing film 'Dil Hai Gray'. He
says he always wanted to
explore the genre and
luckily this film has given
him the opportunity. Shot
without body doubles,
the action sequences will
capture him locking
horns with his co-actor
Vineeth Kumar Singh. He
will be seen essaying the
role of an anti-hero who
plays up a deceptive
facade over his socio-
pathic tendencies to out-
smart a police officer.

Akshay said: "I always wanted to explore the action genre and luckily
this film has given me the opportunity. The character itself is so interest-
ing and different from what I have done in the past, and I had so much
fun shooting for the film specially the action sequences."Premised on an
honest police officer tasked with bringing an online sociopath to book,
the forthcoming film has inspired headlines since its title was announced
on Dussehra. Directed by award-winning filmmaker Susi Ganeshan and
produced by National Award-winning producer M. Ramesh Reddy, the
upcoming crime thriller marks Akshay's second film to be released post
the pandemic.Akshay's other upcoming projects include 'Those Pricey
Thakur Girls', 'Inside Edge Season 3' and 'Illegal' Season 2, among others.

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Prime Video has
unveiled the
teaser of its upcoming horror film titled 'Chhorii'. The

teaser follows the journey of 'Sakshi' essayed by Nushrratt
Bharuccha, from the city to a secluded village.Things start
changing when she experiences paranormal activities that get
the worst out of her. The film paints a dark and harrowing tale
of a pregnant woman, who spirals into an unsettling
world.With one already getting a taste of the horror in store,
'Chhorii' promises to be an edge-of-the-seat thriller that view-
ers.'Chhorii' stars Nushratt Bharuccha as the protagonist with
Mita Vashisht, Rajesh Jais, Saurabh Goyal, and Yaanea
Bharadwaj in key roles.The film is a remake of the Marathi film
'Lapachhapi'. Directed by Vishal Furia and produced by
Bhushan Kumar, Krishnan Kumar, Vikram Malhotra, Jack
Davis, and Shikhaa Sharma, 'Chhorii' is set to stream on Prime
Video from November 26 in India and across 240 countries
and territories worldwide.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Director Varun V.
Sharma, who is
gearing up for the
release of his
upcoming movie

'Bunty Aur Babli 2', says the
film has been written as a non-
stop entertainer and is about
con-artistes taking on each
other to show the world who is
the better 'con-couple'.

The family entertainer will
see Saif Ali Khan, Rani Mukerji,

Siddhant Chaturvedi and debutante
Sharvari pull off eight outlandish
and super-intelligent cons.

Varun, who worked as an assistant
director in YRF films such as 'Sultan'
and 'Tiger Zinda Hai', said: "You
have to watch the film to see how
many intelligent cons have been
pulled off by these two pairs of Bunty
and Bablis. It is a film about con-
artistes taking on each other to show
the world who is the better con-cou-
ple."

He added: "You can expect the
biggest of cons because we have to

do justice to that fact that we are
rebooting 'Bunty Aur Babli'. We have
some really special cons that will
wow audiences and we can't wait to
watch their reaction. We have writ-
ten this film as a non-stop entertain-
er and we aim to deliver on that
promise."

'Bunty Aur Babli 2' is set to release
worldwide on November 19. The rib-
tickling comedy will pit the two sets
of con-artistes, from different gener-
ations, against each other as they
show their mastery over disguises to
outwit each other.
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Noted music director A.R.
Rahman's daughter Khatija
Rahman seems to be doing her

dad proud. The gifted singer's music
video - 'Farishton' - has won the award
for the Best Animation Music Video at
the International Sound Future Awards.

Although the award will technically
go to A.R. Rahman for being the music
director and the producer of the video, it
is clear that Rahman considers the video
to be the work of his daughter Khatija.

He tweeted the news of the musical
video having won at the awards.
"'Farishton' wins one more award.
@Rahmankhatija EPI."

This is not the first award for
'Farishton' as just a couple of days ago,
the music video won an Award of Merit
at the Global Shorts.net, an international
short film competition.

The video has also received a special
mention award at the Los Angeles Film
Awards.

'Farishton' is significant as Khatija
Rahman considers it to be the beginning
of her musical journey.

In a post describing her video on
YouTube, Khatija says, "I was born in

Chennai in a multicultural family with
different genres of music and with
friends from diverse backgrounds. I've
always been fascinated with the won-
ders of life. As Mawlana Rumi says -
'There are a thousand ways to kneel and
kiss the ground; there are a thousand
ways to go home again'. The video's
main character Amal was created with
such experiences of mine and the long-
ing to explore the unknown. I hope all of
you find your own journey of the
unknown."

A.R. RAHMAN'S DAUGHTER KHATIJA'S 
ANIMATED MUSIC VIDEO WINS GLOBAL AWARD

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Huma Qureshi
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NUSHRRATT
BHARUCCHA TO
SCARE THE
DAYLIGHTS
OUT OF YOU
WITH 'CHHORII'

VC Vadivudaiyan marks his Bollywood
entry by period horror thriller with
Mallika Sherawat  

NETIZENS UPSET
WITH SALMAN FOR
IGNORING SIMBA'S
'ISLAMOPHOBIC'
REMARKS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Drama never
ceases to
stop in the

'Bigg Boss 15'
house. The cur-
rent season of the
reality show has
surpassed all lev-
els of fights,
drama and mind
games.

Last week, dur-
ing the captaincy
task in 'Bigg Boss
15', Umar and Simba were battling it out being in the
opposite teams. The two got into a verbal spat and Umar
started abusing Simba, this soon turned into a heated
argument. Simba pushed Umar into the swimming pool
and threw a basket at him while passing some problem-
atic remarks against Umar.

The followers of the show were eagerly waiting for
'Weekend Ka Vaar' episode anticipating the show host
Salman Khan to give an earful to Simba for his behaviour.
But to their dismay, Salman categorically ignored Simba's
actions and went on to talk about less important things
for the round up. Many users took to social media to
express their anger and demanded Salman's resignation
as the show host.
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