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Why Covid-19 is more deadly for some with diabetes 

LONDON | Agencies

While people with diabetes are
no more likely to contract
Covid-19 than others, they are

more likely to become severely ill if
they do catch it.

A research presented at the annual
meeting of the European Association
for the Study of Diabetes (EASD) has
shown that certain characteristics put
some people with diabetes at higher
risk of serious illness and death than
others.The study included 1,004
patients with an average age of 74.1.
About 7.5 per cent were admitted to
intensive care and 24 per cent died
within seven days of admission to
hospital.

Risk of death was also 2.74 times
higher among under-70s with chronic
kidney disease than those without.

"According to several studies,
patients with diabetic kidney disease
have a chronic pro-inflammatory state
and immune dysregulation, making it

difficult to 'fight off' the virus com-
pared to someone who has a properly
working immune system," said
Llanera, who has recently moved to
Imperial College London.

"In addition, ACE2 receptors are
upregulated in the kidneys of patients
with diabetic kidney disease. These
are molecules that facilitate entry of
SARS-COV-2 into the cells. 

This may lead to direct attack of
the kidneys by the virus, possibly
leading to worse overall outcomes,a
he noted.

The combination of older age and
high CRP (a marker of inflammation)
was linked to a more than three-fold
(3.44) higher risk of death by Day 7.

The higher CRP correlates with a
high degree of inflammation, which
can eventually lead to organ failure,
the researchers said.

The data has been used to create a
model, which, if applied to a patient
with similar demographic character-
istics, can predict a higher risk of
death in seven days using only age
and CRP as variables.
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Addressing a press conference in New
Delhi, Sibal said, "There is no presi-
dent in our party, so we do not know

who is taking all the decisions. We know it,
yet we don't know, one of my senior col-
leagues perhaps has written or is about to
write to the interim president to immediate-
ly convene a CWC meeting so that a dia-
logue can be initiated."

He appealed to those leaders who quit
Congress to come back to the fold and said,
"its ironic to say that we are going to leave
the party. Those who were considered close
to the top leadership have left the party and
those who were not considered close are still
standing with the party. We are G-23 and

not Ji-huzoor 23."
Taking cue from the Punjab crisis, Sibal

said that the border state where this is hap-
pening is an advantage to the ISI and
Pakistan as everybody knows the history of
Punjab and the rise of extremism in the

state. Congress should ensure that they
remain united to safeguard the interests of
the state, he added.

Sibal said that he is speaking on behalf of
those Congress members who wrote the let-
ter in August 2020 and are waiting for the
action to be taken by the leadership in
respect of the election of the office of the

president, to CWC and central election com-
mittee.

In August last year, a group of 23 leaders
wrote to Sonia Gandhi demanding elections
in the party and for visible and effective
leadership. The Congress has said that party
will move forward but it has not conducted
elections.

Senior Congress leader Kapil Sibal on Wednesday launched an attack on Rahul Gandhi
and wondered who in the party is taking decisions. He said that the party leaders'
demand of organisational elections has not been met even a year after the letter
was written by G-23.

TURMOIL IN GRAND OLD PARTY
As Congress is looking for a new state

president in Punjab in case Navjot
Singh Sidhu does not relent, the

likely replacement for the post could be
six-time MLA Lal Singh, the former
Finance Minister of Punjab who held sev-
eral government and organisational posts
earlier, sources said. The Congress is
mulling on some names for immediate
replacement and one of them is Manish
Tewari, the MP from Anandpur Sahib.
Names of Ravneet Singh Bittu, Ludhiana
MP and from Amarinder Singh's camp
and Pratap Singh Bajwa, who is opposed
to Amarinder Singh, are also doing the
rounds. Former PCC President Sunil
Jakhar who missed the Chief Minister's
post during the recent process of change
of guard is also likely to be considered.

Replacement of Sidhu 

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
on Wednesday said he has spoken to Navjot Singh Sidhu and
invited him to have a chat and sort out differences, if any. His
reaction comes a day after Sidhu resigned as the state Congress
president, saying he will fight for truth till his last breath as the
fight is for principles that he won't compromise with."Whoever
is party president is head of the family. I had called him and told
him that the party is supreme. I have spoken to him on phone
and told him to let's sit, talk it out and resolve the issue," Channi told the media here.

CHANNI INVITES SIDHU FOR TALKS 

Former Leader
of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad
has written to
Congress interim
president Sonia
Gandhi for early
meet of the
Congress Working
Committee which
is the highest deci-
sion making body of the party. Azad in his
letter pointed out the need for permanent
president and to discuss party affairs in
the present scenario and has reiterated his
demand for organisational elections in the
party.

Azad writes to Sonia to
convene CWC meeting

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Amid speculations, for-
mer Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder

Singh on Wednesday evening
called on Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The
meeting is underway at
Shah's official residence here.
There is also speculation that
former Punjab chief minister,

who was recently asked to
resign, may join the saffron
party.

The BJP leaders, however,
are tightlipped about Singh
joining the party. A party
leader said that any decision
will be taken only by the cen-
tral leadership and it will be
appropriately communicated
to everyone, if it happens.

Amarinder Singh meets
Amit Shah, sets off buzz 

Zafar Alam Khan: 

Fissures among the ally partners
of Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government have in

Maharashtra have now gone open. A
couple of days after a senior
Congress leaders letter to the
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshiyari the
grand old party has decided to hit
streets opposing its own govern-
ment's decision of a multi-member
ward system for the upcoming civic
polls in the state.

The Congress is also a part of the
MVA government and its demonstra-
tion is likely to aggravate the ongoing
tussle between the allies.

Notably, last week, the
Maharashtra Cabinet decided to have
a three-member ward system,
instead of one member per ward, in
the municipal corporations and
councils. However, the government
retained the single-member ward
system in the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC).

During its meeting, the
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) passed a resolu-
tion opposing the cabinet decision
on multi-member wards in urban
civic bodies. The Congress demand-

ed a two-member ward system.
"We won't talk to the chief minister

anymore over  this issue, we will now
take this issue to the streets" Nana
Patole, the MPCC president, told
reporters in Nagpur.

The issue even resonated in the
cabinet meeting on Tuesday with
Congress ministers raising the
demand for two-member wards. But
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray firmly rejected the pro-
posal.After the decision by the cabi-
net last week, several Congress office
bearers and district presidents had
opposed the multi-member ward
system. The party had decided to
send a memorandum to the
Maharashtra CM, demanding a two-
member ward system.

But with CM Uddhav Thackeray
putting his foot down and rubbishing
the demand, the Congress has now
decided to fight it out among people.

18 municipal corporations includ-
ing BMC, Thane, Pune, Aurangabad,
Nagpur, Nashik are expected to go to
the polls early next year.

The latest squabble has added to
the never-ending list of contentious
issues in the three-party Maha Vikas
Aghadi government, led by Uddhav
Thackeray.

Congress to hit roads in Maharashtra for
opposing its own government decision 

The Congress, that is a part of the MVA government in Maharashtra, has decided to take its protest to the streets over
the state government's decision to have multi-member wards in civic bodies. 18 municipal corporations including BMC,
Thane, Pune, Aurangabad, Nagpur, Nashik are expected to go to the polls early next year.

Team Absolute|Indore

Under the Amrit Mahotsav of Azadi, the
State Government and the Department
of Commerce and Industry,

Government of India, organized an exporters
conclave at Brilliant Convention Center
Indore on Wednesday to promote industry
and trade in Madhya Pradesh. Industrial
Policy and Investment Promotion Minister
Rajvardhan Singh Dattigaon attended the pro-
gram as the chief guest.

The goal of the state government is to
include Madhya Pradesh in the top three
states of the country in the Ease of Doing
Business, said Minister Dattigaon.

He said that the share of the state in the
total exports of the country was only 1.5% in
the year 2017, which has increased to 2.2% in
the year 2020. He said that the Madhya
Pradesh government aims to increase the
share of Madhya Pradesh in the country's
total exports to 5% in the next five years.

Along with this, the state government is mak-
ing policy efforts so that Madhya Pradesh can
also be included in the top 3 states of Ease of
Doing Business. MP Trade Portal has been
started by the Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan so that exports can be encouraged
in the state and export policy is also being
prepared at the state level. State level State
Export Council has also been constituted
under the guidance of Chief Minister
Chouhan so that the capacity of the exporters
can be increased and all possible help can be
provided to them from the state government.

Dattigaon said that in order to give new
heights to the state in the field of exports, we
have to ensure that there is no shortage in the
quality of our products. Along with this, our
exporters will also have to do a thorough
study that how they can manufacture and
export the best quality products at low cost.

MPs contribution in
country's exports to rise 

THE GOAL OF THE STATE GOVERN-
MENT IS TO INCLUDE MADHYA
PRADESH IN THE TOP THREE STATES
OF THE COUNTRY IN THE EASE OF
DOING BUSINESS, SAID MINISTER
DATTIGAON.

Bengaluru: The district authorities have sealed Sri
Chaitanya Girls' Residential School in Bengaluru following
60 of its students testing positive for Covid-19. Of those who
tested positive, only two are symptomatic.

The development has come as a big worry for the
Karnataka Health and Education department as the B.S.
Bommai government prepares to open primary classes
soon.Bengaluru Urban District Commissioner J. Manjunath
said the students tested positive on September 26. The
Covid-19 tests were conducted on 480 students as one of the
students from Bellary developed Covid-like symptoms.

The girls who tested positive are from Classes 11 and 12.
Forty-six students, who tested positive belong to different
districts of Karnataka and 14 students came from Tamil
Nadu. There are also 22 teachers, 57 staff members working
in the residential school.

60 students of Bengaluru school test Covid+

Ayodhya: Ayodhya seer,
Jagadguru Paramhans
Acharya Maharaj, has
announced that if India is
not declared a Hindu
Rashtra (Hindu nation) by
October 2, he will take 'Jal
Samadhi in the Saryu river.

'Jal Samadhi' is when
one ends his life by
immersing himself in
water.

The seer has also asked
the central government to
terminate the nationality
of Muslims and Christians. This is not the first time that
Paramhans has issued such threats.

Earlier, he undertook a 15-day long fast into death over
the Hindu Rashtra issue, and he broke his fast after he got
the assurance from union home minister Amit Shah.

Earlier, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat has asserted repetitively about the Hindu
Rashtra. He also said that Hindutva is a word that expresses
our identity along with the continuity of spirituality-based
traditions and an entire wealth of value system in the land
of Bharat.Therefore, this word is applicable to all the 1.3 bil-
lion people, Bhagwat had said in his Vijay Dashmi speech
in 2020.

Seer threatens 'jal samadhi'
over Hindu Rashtra
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held that
handing out punish-

ments is not the sole form of
delivering justice, as it
quashed criminal proceedings
and set aside the conviction of
the accused in two appeals.

A bench of Chief Justice N.V.
Ramana and Justice Surya
Kant, observed that criminal
proceedings involving non-
heinous offences or where the
offences are predominantly of
a private nature, can be
annulled, irrespective of the
fact that the trial has already
been concluded or appeal
against conviction stands dis-
missed.

"Handing out punishment is
not the sole form of delivering
justice. Societal method of
applying laws evenly is always
subject to lawful exceptions," it
said. The bench said the high
court, noting the nature of the
offence and the fact that par-

ties have amicably settled their
dispute and the victim has
willingly consented to the nul-
lification of criminal proceed-
ings, can quash such proceed-
ings in exercise of its inherent
powers under Section 482 of
the CrPC, even if the offences
are non-compoundable. The
bench emphasised that the
touchstone for exercising the
extraordinary power under
Section 482 would be to secure
the ends of justice. However,
grave offences, or offences
which involve moral turpitude
or have a harmful effect on the
social and moral fabric of the
society, cannot be construed
betwixt two individuals or
groups only, as they have the
potential to impact the society
at large, it noted.

Punishment not sole form
of delivering justice: SC

An analysis of over 1,000
patients by researchers from
the NHS Foundation Trust,
England, showed that those
with Type 2 diabetes were 2.5
times as likely to die within
seven days of admission as
those with other types of dia-
betes.

This may be because Type 2
diabetes usually occurs in
older people and can be
accompanied by other long-
standing health conditions,
putting them at higher risk of
poorer outcomes, the team
explained.
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Ramleela, Durga Puja and Dussehra
celebrations have been allowed in
Delhi this year, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
decided after a meeting here on

Wednesday. After the meeting with Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal, the DDMA
has decided that festivals will be celebrated
with restrictions on crowd gatherings, num-
ber of eateries, fairs and separate entry and
exit points. Compliance with Covid-19 guide-
lines is mandatory.

The DDMA will soon issue a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) document about
the other restrictions, if any, said a DDMA

official.Last year, while Durga Puja commit-
tees were prohibited from erecting pandals,
Ramleela committees were asked to go for
live streaming. Restrictions were imposed on
burning of effigies in Dussehra also.

Both Durga Puja and Dusshera festivities
will take place in mid-October.

Meanwhile, the DDMA has also said that it
will decide on reopening of schools for nurs-
ery to Class 8 post the festival season.

According to an official, the schools might
be reopened in a phased manner.

The national capital on Wednesday report-
ed 41 new Covid cases in the last 24 hours,
taking its total tally to 14,38,821, but there
were no new fatalities, as per the Delhi Health
Department bulletin.

DDMA ALLOWS RAMLEELA,
DURGA PUJA, DUSSEHRA
CELEBRATIONS IN DELHI

Team Absolute|Jaipur

Ameeting in this regard
was called recently where
senior officials of almost
all departments were
present. It was decided in

the meeting that the problems of
the people should be redressed on
the spot.

Camps should be organised in
different districts and villages to
ensure that eligible people get the
benefits of social security schemes.
Also allotment of land to the land-
less should be done on top priority,
the CM directed, adding that the
officers should listen with sensitivity
to the problems of the elderly, dif-
ferently-abled etc. coming to the

camps and provide immediate relief
to them. All the concerned depart-
ments should work in coordination
so that the general public gets maxi-
mum relief, he added.

While reviewing the preparations
for the campaign through video
conference, the CM said that com-
plaints related to electricity, water,
roads, social security schemes
should be resolved on the spot.

As most of the work is being done
online, a help desk should be set up

to assist the villagers coming to the
camps and fill the application
forms. Information about various
schemes of the state and central
governments should be made avail-
able to the general public in the
camps. The families of those who
died due to the coronavirus should
get forms quickly so that they can
get the Covid death certificate.

He directed that along with the 19
departments identified earlier, the
Roadways and Water Resources

Departments should also be linked
to the campaign.

Chief Secretary Niranjan Arya
said that complete preparations
should be made before the camps
so that the maximum number of
problems can be solved.

Principal Secretary Revenue
Anand Kumar presented the outline
of the campaign and said it will be
organised from October 2 to
December 17.

He said that camps would be
organized at 19341 village panchay-
at headquarters in 352 panchayat
samitis of the state. During the cam-
paign, various works related to the
general public will be performed by
21 departments. The dates of the
Gram Panchayat wise programme
have been fixed from the district
level. Appointments of officers-in-
charge have been made and control
rooms set up by all departments.
For the camps, preparations have
been made for wide publicity at the
district level through pamphlets,
banners, posters etc.

Gehlot was staying indoors since
the last many months after being hit
by Covid and later due to post Covid
complications. He had also under-
gone angioplasty at the SMS hospi-
tal in Jaipur recently after having 90
percent blockage in one of his coro-
nary arteries and one stent was
implanted successfully. Since then,
he was resting on the advice of his
doctors.

Gehlot gets into action mode, on-the-spot
redressal of people's problems from Oct 2

LUCKNOW | Kolkata

As expected the two-time Chief
Minister of Goa and former
Congress leader Luizinho

Faleiro joined Trinamool Congress on
Wednesday in Kolkata. Ten other
Congress leaders also joined
Trinamool along with Faleiro.

Flanked by Trinamool Congress All
India General Secretary Abhishek
Banerjee, State Minister of Panchayat
Subrata Mukherjee and the party MP
Sougata Roy, Faleiro took the flag of
the party from Banerjee and said that
his primary job is to fight the divisive
policies, vengeance and the culture of
intolerance of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

Addressing a press conference,
Faleiro said, "I would like to quote the
last testament of Mahatma Gandhi --
the Father of the Nation. Just three
days before his heinous assassination
he had said -- 'Congress which is the
oldest national political organisation

and which have fought many battles
in a non-violent way cannot be
allowed to die. It can only die with the
nation. A living organism ever grows
or dies'."Expressing his profound
happiness to join Congress, the
seven-time MLA of Goa said, "My res-
ignation is the beginning of the unifi-
cation of the congress family. I have
started my journey from the west
coast and have reached the east. I am

a Congressman and I have lived with
that for the last 40 years. I have the
same ideology, principles and pro-
grams that Congress has. When I am
joining Trinamool Congress it is to
fulfill my dream to bring the congress
family together".

"Today Congress family is frag-
mented. There is YSR Congress,
Sharad Congress and Indira
Congress. My dream is to bring the

Congress family together," he added.
"I will strive to consolidate

Congress but before that my main
mission is to fight the divisive poli-
cies, vengeance and the culture of
intolerance of the BJP," he said.

"Like the country Goa is also suf-
fering because of the BJP. There is
economic meltdown, administrative
collapse and sharp unemployment.
In Goa, 65 per cent of the population
is living below the poverty line. The
BJP has taken our country 45 years
back," the former veteran Congress
leader said.

Before addressing the chief minis-
ter, Faleiro met Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee at the state secre-
tariat in Nabanna. After meeting with
Banerjee, Faleiro tweeted, "Meeting
the Hon Chief Minister of Bengal, Smt
@MamataOfficial with my compatri-
ots. We pledge to protect the people
of Goa against divisive and fascist
forces. The fight for a new dawn in
Goa begins today".

2-time Goa chief minister Luizinho Faleiro joins Trinamool
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Twelve militants of
newly-formed ultra out-
fit United Liberation of

Bodoland (ULB) surrendered
on Wednesday and deposited
arms and ammunition at
Udalguri district bordering
Bhutan, officials said.

The police said that of the
surrendered militants led by
the outfit's self-styled com-
mander-in-chief Pinjit, six
belong to Kokrajhar district,
three are from Chirang, two
belong to Udalguri while one
is from Chirang.

After laying down of their
arms, the 12 extremists were
sent to Guwahati under tight
security. The police said that
they had earlier arrested 12
ULB cadres while two mili-
tants had died in an
encounter with the security
forces. Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma tweet-

ed: "Continuing our outreach
to bring home youths from
the path of militancy, all the
cadres of newly-formed
group United Liberation of
Bodoland have returned
home today. We welcome
them to join our efforts to
build a beautiful and pros-
perous Assam."

Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) chief execu-
tive member Pramod Boro
said in a tweet: "Appreciate
the decision of all cadres and
leaders of the newly-formed
ULB to shun violence and
return to mainstream today."

12 ULB militants
surrender in Assam
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Six persons, including a child
and his mother, were trapped
inside when a building col-

lapsed in North Kolkata's Ahiritola
on Wednesday.

The collapse was the result of
continuous rain in the city since
midnight. The administration that
is prepared to conduct three
Assembly bypolls, including
Bhabanipur on Thursday, has rea-
son to worry.

The Meteorological Department
(MeT) has predicted more rainfall
in the city and its adjoining dis-
tricts for the next couple of days.

Six persons including a child
and his mother were trapped when
a dilapidated building at Ahiritola
in North Kolkata collapsed on
Wednesday morning. The fire
brigade and the NDRF team
rushed to the spot and rescued two
persons, but four more are feared
to be inside. The disaster manage-
ment team is working hard to res-

cue the rest of the people.
Minister of State for fire and

emergency services Sujit Basu
rushed to the spot and was over-
seeing the rescue operation per-
sonally. Speaking to the media,
Basu said, "Two persons have been
rescued, but there are some more
people who are trapped inside. We
need to rescue them first and send

them to the hospital".
Meanwhile, continuous rain

coupled with strong breeze from
midnight have inundated most
parts of the city creating a major
problem for the people on a work-
ing day.Most parts of the city,
including the College Street to
Muktaram Babu Street,
Thanthania, Shukaria Street, Girish

Park, Shobhabazar, Ultadanga,
Patipukur Underpass in North
Kolkata and Behala, Haridebpur,
Jadavpur, Taratala, Tiljala, Netaji
Nagar, Pak Circus, Gardenpara
area in South Kolkata were sub-
merged under water. The people
had to brave the water to reach
their working places.According to
the meteorological department a
well-marked low-pressure area
now lies over the central part of
Gangetic West Bengal following
which rain or thundershower
accompanied with gusty wind is
likely to continue over some parts
of Purulia, Bankura, Birbhum,
Murshidabad, Nadia, East and
West Burdwan, Kolkata, Howrah,
Hooghly, North & South 24
Parganas, East and West
Medinipur, Jhargram and Malda
districts of West Bengal for the next
two to three days.However, the
MeT department has said that
there is no possibility of heavy
rains in Kolkata on Thursday, but
has already issued a yellow alert for

heavy rains in two districts, includ-
ing Burdwan, Purulia, Bankura, 24
Parganas, Howrah and Hooghly.

These districts will experience
gusts of up to 30 to 40 kmph. which
can rise up to 50 kilometers per
hour. Fishermen have been asked
not to venture into the sea for the
next two to three days.

The administration is worried
about the weather condition
because there is the crucial bye-
election in the Bhabanipur
Assembly constituency on
Thursday (September 30).

Due to a flood-like situation in
the South Bengal districts because
of continuous rainfall, the state
administration has asked the
National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) to get prepared for any
kind of eventuality.

"The election is round the cor-
ner and so we don't want to take
the risk. The state administration is
prepared for any kind situation," a
senior official of the state govern-
ment said.

Rain plays havoc ahead of Bengal bypolls 

Come October 2
and Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok
Gehlot will be seen
in action mode
once again. He will
be reaching out to
the masses with a
special campaign
being launched to
address the prob-
lems of the people.

WWoommaann  aalllleeggeeddllyy  ggaanngg--rraappeedd
iinn  TTeellaannggaannaa  hhoossppiittaall
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Awoman was allegedly
gangraped by four
unidentified men at a

private hospital in
Telangana's Nizamabad
town late on Tuesday,
police said.The culprits
forced the woman to con-
sume liquor before com-
mitting the rape. The inci-
dent occurred in a room in
the hospital near the bus
station.The accused
escaped after committing
the crime. After coming to
know about the incident,
the security guard at the
hospital alerted
police.Police were trying to
identify them by scanning
CCTV footage from cam-

eras installed near the bus
station.

A police officer said they
could not gather more
details about the incident
as the victim was still in an
unconscious state.

The victim was shifted to
government-run district

hospital for treatment. A
case was registered at One
Town Police Station.

It was immediately not
clear if the woman is an
employee of the hospital
and how the accused
brought her into the room.

K'taka BJP chief calls Siddaramaiah 'terrorist';

Cong hits back with 'Taliban' jibe

Bengaluru|Agencies

Reacting to opposition leader
Siddaramaiah equating the
RSS and BJP to the Taliban,

Karnataka state BJP chief Nalin
Kumar Kateel on Wednesday termed
the senior Congress leader as a ter-
rorist.

Hitting back at Kateel for his

remark, the Congress said that the
BJP has been 'Talibanised'.

Kateel alleged that during
Siddaramaiah's tenure as the Chief
Minister of Karnataka, maximum
number of murders took place in the
state. He further claimed that during
that period, as many as 24 Hindu
youth were lynched in the Dakshina
Kannada district alone.

He also alleged that a young girl
was murdered in front of her college
in Sullia, while everyday there were
reports of cow slaughter from across
the state when Siddaramaiah was at
the helm.

"For all these reasons, I call
Siddaramaiah a terrorist," Kateel
said.

Siddaramaiah's position is unsta-
ble in his own party, and the

Congress' status is also unstable in
the state, he added.

Hitting back, the Congress
attacked the ruling BJP by stating
that the terrorist groups allegedly
nursed by the BJP unleashed 'goon-
daagiri' in the state.

The Congress claimed that just
like the Taliban, the BJP is attacking
the sons and daughters of others,
adding that the saffron party has
been Talibanised.

Countering the comment by the
BJP on Siddaramaiah's 'dhoti' com-
ing off during the Assembly session
last week, the Congress said that
'dhoti' is a symbol of Karnataka's cul-
ture, which sometimes comes off
and people tie them again.

But BJP leaders videos after
removing their pants are not natural,

the Congress said, adding that BJP
leaders approaching the court to
bring a stay on the broadcasting of
their CDs is unnatural too.

The Congress made these remarks
in the backdrop of the alleged sex
CD case involving former minister
Ramesh Jarakiholi, when many state
BJP ministers obtained stay orders
from the court against broadcasting
of CDs or DVDs on them.

Reacting to this, senior BJP leader
D.V. Sadananda Gowda said that had
the Taliban been ruling the state,
Siddaramaiah would have been tied
and dragged in the streets.

On Tuesday, Siddaramaiah had
stated that the country got
Independence because of the efforts
of Mahatma Gandhi and Jawahar Lal
Nehru, and not because of the RSS.

Retired soldier attacks
wife in Karnataka
court, severs leg

Belagavi|Agencies

In a shocking incident, a retired soldier on Wednesday
attacked his wife with a machete in the premises of a court
in Karnataka's Belagavi, severing her leg, police said. The

condition of victim, identified as Jayamala, is said to be serious
and she has been admitted to a hospital. The retired soldier,
Shivappa Adaki, has been taken into custody.

According to police, Adaki and Jayamala, who were married
11 years ago, had a family dispute and the matter had gone to
the court. On Wednesday, both had come for the hearing of
the case in Bylahongala court, and he attacked her right there,
striking her all over her body. Further investigations are on.
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The political parties and District
electoral officers have intensi-
fied preparations in Madhya

Pradesh, after announcement of by-
polls to three assembly seats and
one Lok Sabha seat by Election
Commission of India (ECI). All the
four seats are vacated due to demise
of the MLAs and the Member of
Parliament. 

Hectic political activity has com-
menced in Madhya Pradesh after
the Election ECI announced by-
polls to three assembly segments
and one Lok Sabha seat in the state
on Tuesday.

All the four by-elections in
Madhya Pradesh are necessitated
due to the death of the MLAs and
the MP, all of whom were lost to
Covid in 2021.

While political parties had an
idea that polls were to be
announced as the 6-month lag
between a seat being vacant and by-
elections had already lapsed, the

announcement came as somewhat
of a surprise even to the ruling BJP. 

CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan had
been touring poll-bound areas,
making announcements for various
groups to secure their support. On
Wednesday, too, programmes were
planned in the Prithvipur Vidhan

Sabha segment but were cancelled
as the model code of conduct came
into force.

Three assembly segments where
polls have been announced in MP
include Jobat (SC) in Alirajpur dis-
trict, Prithvipur in Niwari district
and Raigaon (SC) in Satna district.

The Lok Sabha seat where polls are
due is Khandwa. While Jobat fell
vacant with Congress MLA Kalawati
Bhuria's demise, Raigaon fell vacant
with the death of BJP MLA Jugal
Kishore Bagri. Prithvipur fell vacant
with Congress MLA Brijendra Singh
Rathore's demise and Khandwa Lok
Sabha fell vacant with the death of
BJP MP Nandkumar Singh
Chauhan. Meanwhile, the ECI has
also issued directives for aspiring
candidates to observe Covid-appro-
priate behaviour while filing their
nomination or campaigning. Not
more than 3 vehicles are allowed at
the office of the returning officer
when the nomination is filed.

The Congress and the BJP have
not announced their candidates at
any of the by-election venues as yet.
Wherever possible, both parties are
likely to give nominations to the
family members of the deceased
legislators. Candidates are likely to
be announced in three days. Polling
would be held on October 30, while
counting for the seats would be held
on November 2.

HECTIC POLITICAL ACTIVITY COMMENCES

IN STATE AHEAD OF BY-POLLS 
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Governor Mangubhai Patel has said that
the universities should declare the aca-
demic calendar of the year. Shri Patel

was reviewing the Madhya Pradesh University
of Medical Sciences, Jabalpur at Raj Bhavan
on Wednesday. He sought information related
to the university and discussed about the
work being done in the interest of students
and the future action plan.

Governor Patel said that the work of filling
up the vacant posts in the university should
be done fast. He said that the pending exami-
nation results should be listed and declared
after fixing the time limit. The internal and
external audit of the university should also be
completed soon. Arrangements should be
made using technology to make the mark
sheets and certificates easily available to the
students, so that they do not have to waste
their time for it. Governor Patel was informed
that as per the Ordinance 2014 of the
University, the facility of moderation of
answer sheets has been made available to the

students. The results of 98 examinations have
been declared by the university till the month
of September this year. During this period,
about one lakh students have been given
mark sheets. He was informed that 650 med-
ical, dental, nursing, paramedical, ayurveda,
homeopathic, unani and yoga colleges of the
state are affiliated with the university.

Among those who took part in the meeting
included Principal Secretary to Governor DP
Ahuja, Vice Chancellor of the University,
Commissioner Jabalpur Division B
Chandrashekhar, Registrar PK Budholia,
Controller of Finance RM Dekare and
Controller of Examinations Vrinda Saxena.

Universities should announce
academic calendar : Governor 
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Panchayat and Rural Development
Minister Mahendra Singh Sisodia said
that the State Government has once again

taken a big step for women empowerment,
withdrawing the operation of nutritional food
plants from MP Agro and giving it to federa-
tions of women self-help groups formed under
Livelihood Mission. This important decision
was taken in the Cabinet meeting. With this
decision of the government, lakhs of group
members of the state will be benefitted by the
profits made by preparing and supplying nutri-
tious food in the state. The assurance to hand
over this nutritious food plant to the women
was given by the Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in self-help group dialogue pro-
gramme on September 16 in Bhopal.

In Anganwadi centres operated under
Integrated Child Development Scheme, the
work of providing Take Home Ration (THR) to
children between 6 months to 3 years, preg-
nant, lactating mothers and teenage girls under

Kishori Balika Yojana was being done by MP
Agro. This work was given to self-help groups

in the year 2018-19 by setting up THR plants at
Dewas, Dhar, Hoshangabad, Mandla, Sagar,

Rewa and Shivpuri in the state. The work of
THR delivery was done by them in the remain-
ing districts of the state except Bhopal division.
In January, 2020, the work of operation of THR
plants was again handed over to MP Agro by
the then government. Now the state govern-
ment has taken a historic decision by giving the
work of operation of nutritional food plant
again to women self-help groups. With this ini-
tiative of the government, lakhs of self-help
groups of the state will get benefit in future, as
well they have got an opportunity to run such a
big business.

Sisodia informed that the Madhya Pradesh
State Rural Livelihood Mission under the
department has formed about 3 lakh 33 thou-
sand self-help groups in about 45 thousand vil-
lages of the state to support the livelihood of
about 38 lakh rural poor families and guidance
and financial support is being given to
strengthen and provide many livelihood oppor-
tunities. In this sequence, various efforts are
being made by the government from time to
time for women empowerment. Group enter-

prises are being operated through confedera-
tions of groups such as village organisations,
cluster level organisations. In this sequence, it
has been decided to get the work of operation,
management, production, delivery and finan-
cial control of nutritional food plants done by
federations of women self-help groups formed
under Madhya Pradesh State Livelihood
Mission.

Sisodia said that out of the dividend received
from the operation of the plants, 5 percent will
be used for the maintenance of the plants,
while the remaining 95 percent dividend will
be received by the self-help groups. At present,
nutritional food worth Rs 50-60 crore is pre-
pared in these plants per month. He said that
by entrusting such a huge task to the groups,
the commitment of the government towards
women empowerment is displayed. Under the
leadership of Chief Minister Chouhan, the gov-
ernment is implementing unique schemes for
women empowerment not only in the state but
in the country so that the state can be made a
leading state in the country.

Operation of THR plants will benefit lakhs of groups: Sisodia

The political parties had an idea that polls were to be
announced as the 6-month lag between a seat being vacant
and by-elections had already lapsed
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said that 20 lakh 65 thousand houses
have been completed against the target

of 26 lakh 28 thousand, under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Rural) in the state. Over 3 lakh
houses have been built in the state, dealing
with the challenges even during the Corona
period. Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Rural, the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department has built about
one lakh houses in a short period of one
month, that too in adverse weather condi-
tions. The average time taken for the con-
struction of a house is generally considered to
be around 120 days. With the prompt con-
struction of such a large number of houses by
the department, the dream of the poor, who
were longing for a pucca house for genera-
tions, will soon come true. The department
has done remarkable work by constructing
more than 3 lakh houses while dealing with
the challenges during the Corona period.

Chouhan said that in the current financial
year, even after most of the districts of the
state are affected by floods and excessive rain
during the rainy season, maximum one lakh
60 thousand houses have been completed
between July 1, 2021 and September 22, 2021.
Despite the rainy season, which is not con-
genial for construction work, with special
efforts, continuous state level supervision has
done wonders to build one lakh 6 thousand
houses in a period of just one month from
15th August to 15th September 2021. shown.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set a
target of providing housing to all the home-
less families of the country within the next
two years i.e by the year 2022. Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Gramin) has been implemented

in Madhya Pradesh to achieve the target of
Housing for All 2022. Benefits of Ujjwala
Yojana, Swachh Bharat Mission, MNREGA
wages and other schemes are also being given
through convergence along with houses. The
three backward tribes of Madhya Pradesh,
Saharia, Baiga and Bharia have also been pro-
vided housing under the special project.

So far, more than 20 lakh 65 thousand rural
families of Madhya Pradesh have got their
homes under this ambitious scheme. These
were all families that did not have houses or
lived in dilapidated kutcha houses. Under the
scheme, the unit cost of the house to the ben-
eficiary is Rs one lakh 20 thousand in plain
districts and Rs one lakh 30 thousand in
remote and inaccessible hilly areas in the
form of 100 percent grant in instalments,
based on the progress of the house construc-
tion work. The amount gets transferred to the
beneficiary's account automatically, in four
instalments on uploading photo and Geotag
through Awaas app.

Work of providing housing to
poor going on at a fast pace: CM 
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will distribute a
bank loan of Rs. 250 crore

under credit linkage to women
self-help groups under the Jan
Kalyan and Suraj Abhiyan in
women empowerment pro-
gramme in Shivpuri on October 1.
This will directly benefit 20 thou-
sand women self-help groups of
the state. Besides, food allowance

of Rs 22 crore 77 lakh will be dis-
tributed to 2 lakh 27 thousand 687
women of Saharia, Baiga and
Bharia tribes and 163 crore 28
lakh relief amount will also be
distributed to the flood victims.
Chouhan will distribute the
amount with a single click.

About 10 thousand women self-
help group members will partici-
pate in the programme and a
large number of women members
in all the districts will also watch
the broadcast through virtual
mediums. It is noteworthy that a
food subsidy scheme has been
started for the special backward
tribes. The families of these tribes
reside in 14 districts Sheopur,
Morena, Gwalior, Shivpuri, Guna,
Ashoknagar, Datia, Shahdol,
Umaria, Anuppur, Chhindwara,
Mandla, Balaghat and Dindori.
One thousand rupees are being
provided every month in the
account of these families.

It is noteworthy that from the
start of Madhya Pradesh State

Rural Livelihood Mission till the
position of August 31, 2021, about
2 lakh 65 thousand self-help
groups have been benefitted by
disbursing bank loans of about
Rs. 2 thousand 54 crores.

In the programme, Minister of
Panchayat and Rural
Development and in-charge of
Shivpuri district, Mahendra Singh
Sisodia, Minister of Sports and
Youth Welfare, Technical
Education, Skill Development and
Employment Yashodhara Raje
Scindia, Minister of State for
Public Works Suresh Dhakad and
other local public representatives
will also attended the programme.

Various programmes are being
organised in the state from
September 17 to October 7 by the
state government in Jan Kalyan
and Suraj Abhiyan. In this
sequence, on October 1, a state
level programme for women
empowerment will be held in
Shivpuri.

20 thousand women SHGs will get credit linkage of 250 crores
Chief Minister Chouhan will
distribute the amount with
a single click
163 crore 28 lakh will be dis-
tributed to the flood victims
State level programme on
October 1 in Shivpuri
Food allowance of 22 crores
will also be distributed to
Saharia, Baiga and Bharia
women

MAN SNATCHES
GOLD CHAIN OF
GIRL IN BHOPAL;
CAPTURED IN CCTV

Bhopal: Panic prevailed
near historic market chowk
bazaar, Bhopal, when an
unidentified miscreant
snatched gold chain of a
woman who was heading for
the temple The police have
announced a cash reward of
Rs 20,000 on information
about the accused. The
traders too announced a
cash reward of Rs 10,000 on
arrest of the accused. The
26-year-old complainant
Anjana Jain of electronic
market in Itwara told police
that she was walking at tem-
ple located at Guliyadai ka
mohalla when the accused
came from behind, snatched
her chain and ran away. The
police rushed to the spot and
found CCTV footage of the
accused. The cops shared
the footage and have urged
the residents to share details
related to the accused.
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Ever been so engrossed
in talking or texting that
you fell down? BJP

leader Jagdish Jaiswal fell vic-
tim to a similar situation

while cheering for Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan dur-
ing Jan Darshan Yatra.

In an incident that was
caught on camera, Jagdish
Jaiswal can be seen on stage
shouting slogans in favour of
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. The
mishap happened at
Chainpur in Khargone dis-
trict on Monday when Shivraj
Singh Chouhan arrived at the
venue for the event.

In the viral video, Jagdish
Jaiswal can be seen shouting
'Pradesh ka neta kaisa ho' as
soon as the chief minister
took centre stage to address
the gathering. The video
shows that Jaiswal couldn't
even complete his sentence
when he took a step further,

lost his balance and fell off
the stage. Evidently, the
leader didn't realise that he
was at the edge of the stage
and fell on the ground. After
he fell, a security person
rushed to help him.

By-polls for three
Assembly seats and one Lok
Sabha seat in Madhya
Pradesh will be held on
October 30. The counting of
votes will be done on
November 2. All the four
bypolls in Madhya Pradesh
are necessitated by the death
of the three MLAs and an MP
due to Covid-19.

Ahead of the elections,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
been touring all poll-bound
areas to seek support for the
party.

BJP leader falls off stage
while cheering for  CM 

A BJP leader in
Madhya Pradesh
fell off a stage
while cheering for
Madhya Pradesh
chief minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan during
Jan Darshan
Yatra. The inci-
dent was caught
on camera.

CM PLANTED AMLA SAPLING IN THE
RESIDENCE PREMISES

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on wednesday
planted Amla sapling having precious qualities in the Chief
Minister's residence premises.

Amla is called Amrutphal or Dhatriphal in Ayurveda. According
to Ayurveda, Amla has innumerable benefits. Regular use of amla
boosts the immunity of the body. Amla is useful for many diseases.
Amla is rich in vitamins, minerals and nutrients.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav for
approving the doubling of Neemuch
Ratlam railway line in the state.

Chouhan said that this approval will
bring revolution in the economic
progress of the region in the coming
times. New doors to development will
open. About 32 lakh man-days of
employment will be given to the needy.
Ideal infrastructure will be developed.
Rail travel will become smooth and
opportunities for new economic activities
will increase in the region.

Work on about 133 km will be done
under the Neemuch doubling project

approved by the Indian government at a
cost of Rs one thousand 98 crore. The tar-
get is to complete the project in the next
three years. Doubling on this route will
increase the line capacity. With this, addi-
tional passenger trains will be able to run
in this area. It is such an important region
that connects Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan. There are large cement and
other companies in this rail route, which
will be able to utilize the new facilities.
Movement of goods will also increase on
this route and work will be much easier
than before. The Neemuch and Ratlam
line is still a single line. This will benefit
Chittod and its surrounding cities.

The doubling of Ratlam-Neemuch
broad gauge line will be completed in
three phases. This project will be com-
pleted with new EPS technology. It will be
monitored from time to time and any
kind of obstruction will be known in
advance so that solution can be found
soon. With the approval of this doubling,
now all the major rail route doubling
approval proposals in Ratlam Railway
Division have been completed.

CM THANKS PM AND RAILWAY MINISTER
Approval for doubling of
Neemuch Ratlam railway
line will open the doors
to development



President Biden established a more struc-
tured alliance, the AUKUS, a week before
the first-ever in-person Quad Summit in

Washington DC on September 24. AUKUS, the
security alliance, will enhance the capability of
the US, the UK and Australia on deterrence, an
expansion of underwater warfare capabilities
of the nuclear-powered submarine fleet to
Australia for extended patrols. With more mili-
tary capacity in Indo-Pacific and substantial
naval presence, the like-minded nations in the
new security alliance will deter China's aggres-
siveness in the South China Sea and the sur-
rounding waters. Many like-minded nations
with democratic values who subscribe to Free
and Open Indo-pacific (FOIP) norms will be
part of the AUKUS security structure in the
future. While the security alliances are usually
heavily structured, the primary informal struc-
ture with a non-militaristic space will be the
Quad which is more informal. Michael J. Green
from the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS) argues, "It's like a dimmer, not
an off-on switche It's a flexible tool, including
who joins. It's flexible for a Korea or a New
Zealand or the UK. If they decide they're upset
with China, they can send a frigate to the next
exercise." The flexibility of the Quad made it
easier for nations like Singapore to join military
exercises a few years ago with the Quad and
many other nations to follow bilateral or trilat-
eral naval exercises to enhance the value of a
critical Quad goal, to maintain a free and open
Indo Pacific (FOIP).

In the Western diplomatic toolkit, Quad is at
the forefront due to the assertiveness of China
in the Indo-Pacific from military expansion and
stealth economic takeover, 'strategic trap' to
shackle nations under Chinese 'BRI' orbit. "The
Quad has come together due to china's
assertive behavioure and economic depend-
ence of some countries", explains ORF scholar
Druva Jaishankar. The Quad is a non-security
arrangement due to India's appeal to leave
security out of its core agenda. Focused more
on securing supply-chain security, semicon-
ductors and vaccine diplomacy was the pri-
mary focus. China was not mentioned during
the summit due to the Biden administration's
idea of Quad to project a positive vision
towards a vaccine, climate change, critical
technologies and not a grouping to contain
China.

However, Raja C. Mohan from ISAS
Singapore observed, "China's peaceful rise has
not been peaceful, a concern to many nations...
having bitten once [by China] people are find-
ing alternatives." China's assertiveness with
military expanse, the concern of human rights
and coercive economic practices with stealth
takeover of strategic assets promoting alterna-
tive governance structures with more militaris-

tic regimes such as in Sri Lanka would alter the
core agenda of the Quad. India, which pre-
ferred a non-military configuration for the
Quad, would perhaps be forced to bring inse-
curity to the Quad agenda in the future to
defend and protect the regional balance due to
China in its immediate neighborhood.

Quad, initiated in post-Asian Tsunami in
2004, has been at the forefront during the pan-
demic to "play the role of a force for global
good". Explains Prime Minister Modi, "I'm con-
fident that our cooperation under Quad will
ensure prosperity and peace in the Indo-Pacific
and in the world."

Quad's informal arrangement will allow
other non-Quad nations to join and support
the norms and values of democracy and inter-
national law in the future. The countries that
have been direct victims of China's aggressive-
ness will join the Quad to deter China in the
future. The informal structure of Quad to pro-
tect and bring democratic nations together, to
give protection to nations that have become
victims of China's "debt trap", such as Sri
Lanka. It will also be a balancing counterweight
to Chinese expansion. The "strategic trap" is
visible in Sri Lanka from its long term 99 years
leased out strategic infrastructure. The
Hambanthota port and Colombo Port City
were the best examples of strategic expanse.
While accepting and expanding the Chinese
loans, Sri Lanka rejected substantial grants
such as the US MCC. Recently at Carnegie
Endowment, the Sri Lankan Foreign secretary
explained the rejection of the US MCC grant of
$480m by the government was due to "democ-
racy and people's power" that scrapped the
project, defending that there was no China
hand behind. The foreign secretary has forgot-
ten the concocted Presidential expert commis-
sion report projecting a national security threat.

Chinese sphere of influence has now
enlarged into Sri Lanka's democratic space,
where the Sri Lankan regime defends Chinese
human rights in Xinjiang, clear signs of recipro-
cal arrangements to receive assistance from

China to defend the grave human rights con-
cerns in Sri Lanka raised by the UN High
Commissioner at the 48th UNHRC session a
few weeks ago. The recent expression of
Foreign Secretary Jayanath Colombage was
"we wish to remain neutral in our foreign poli-
cy", which contravenes with the Chinese band-
wagoning foreign policy posture taken by the
same regime. Colombage further explained
that Chinese warship arrivals are far less than
India and Japanese warship arrivals to Sri
Lanka, where 563 warships have visited since
2009ehinting a less significance of Chinese
presence and interest from the volume of war-
ship arrivals. Unfortunately, the ill-logical view
does not capture the broader strategic danger
to the Island nation and its neighbour
India.India will have two concerns with
Chinese aggression and the strategic takeover
of its neighbouring nations. First, to strengthen
its external alliance structure, such as from
Quad to bring in nations like Sri Lanka towards
the norms and values of the international sys-
tem rather than allowing drift from a Quasi-
democracy to military control autocratic
regime. This drift towards China will pose a
direct threat to India's security. While econom-
ic practices and standards are also part of Quad
dialogue, supply chain security shows groups
intention to work together in the economic
arena where China's place in the world econo-
my would limit how far the Quad could achieve
success in bringing standards to economic
practices. Biden administration's focus on the
B3W (Build Back Better World) initiative will
complement the economic infrastructure stan-
dards and supply chain security in the coming
years.

Biden administration will focus more on
Quad and the G-7, the two core organizing
bodies that will centre on the global interna-
tional system to achieve tangible results. India
has a strong position and voice
in both of these platforms than
any South Asian nation. As
mentioned by PM Modi, India

is a "natural ally for the G7 countries in the fight
againstauthoritarianism, terrorism and violent
extremism, disinformation, and economic
coercion, among other threats". Second, to
partner and support security alliances, a more
formal structure such as AUKUS will be of
India's interest since the mini-lateral compli-
ments India's vision towards achieving a rules-
based Indo-Pacific. ORF scholar Rajeswari
Pillai Rajagopalan aptly capture "AUKUS is an
important development because it signifies the
capability augmentation of one of India's clos-
est strategic partners, with whom it has just
started a 2+2 ministerial dialogue. A strong and
capable Australia is in India's interests, that of
the Quad and the broader Indo-Pacific region".

These mini-lateral platforms will crisscross
the Indian Ocean, where Sri Lanka, an impor-
tant maritime nation located geo-strategically
in the Indian Ocean, will be a crucial maritime
partner to consider, unfortunately in the pres-
ent context drifting towards Chinese orbit.
Nations like Sri Lanka are essential due to their
open access to the Indian ocean, where naval
exercises and maritime security will be primary
drivers for sustaining the mini lateral military
arrangements. Sri Lanka's security trilateral
signed by the Gotabaya Rajapaksa regime with
India and Maldives is a mini lateral in the right
direction and will benefit Sri Lanka. India
would require a two-pronged strategy to its
northern borders and its South, the Indian
Ocean. India, the only nation among the Quad
nations that share a physical geographical bor-
der with China, is more vulnerable than the
other Quad partners for confrontation, just like
in the past. India's challenges from its western
flank, from Af-Pak, will grow with the Chinese
footprint expanding in Afghanistan. From
India's South, the security balance of the Indian
Ocean will be of primary interest where Sri
Lanka, Maldives and other literals cannot be
ignored.The efforts of mini lateral democratic
alliances such as Quad should focus more on
targeted nations like Sri Lanka by the Chinese
"debt and strategic trap". Sri Lankan regime
seeping away from democratic norms to a mil-
itarized rule has drifted from the Indo-Pacific
configuration, a geographical flashpoint in
India's vicinity. The Quad should actively
engage and seek commitment from nations
like Sri Lanka, pulling towards the norms and
values of a rules-based order. The country-spe-
cific strategic push from the Quad will assist Sri
Lanka to recalibrate its foreign policy towards a
more balanced and progressive path with
international norms and values.

(Asanga Abeyagoonasekera is a geopoliti-
cal analyst, strategic advisor on security

from Sri Lanka)
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Investing in job-rich growth, social protec-
tion and a just transition to a net-zero
emissions future, particularly in low -and

middle-income countries could prevent a fur-
ther deepening of the inequalities between
developed and developing economies that
have been exacerbated during the Covid-19
pandemic. At least USD 982 billion in fiscal
stimulus measures is needed to respond to the
immediate labour market shocks of the crisis
and to support a just transition, as well as
USD 1.2 trillion annually for social protection
floors in low- and middle-income countries.
While the wealth of billionaires increased by
over USD 3.9 trillion between March and
December 2020, the impact of the pandemic
on the world of work, among other factors,
increased the number of extremely poor by
between 119 and 224 million people -- the first
increase in poverty in over 21 years, a release
from the UN said. An estimated 8.8 per cent of
total working hours -- equivalent to the hours
worked in one year by 255 million full-time
workers -- were lost in 2020. This corresponds
to a loss of USD 3.3 trillion in labour income
before government support. Because of the
pandemic, there is an estimated 75 million
fewer jobs in 2021 than there were before the
crisis, and 23 million fewer projected in 2022.
A human-centred recovery from the pandem-
ic needs employment and social protection
policies to work in tandem, not only to
improve people's living standards, but also to
help them navigate the challenges of a rapid-
ly changing world of work and the transition
towards the goal of net zero carbon emissions
by 2050. Net zero carbon emissions means
balancing the emissions needed for develop-
ment with conservation and mitigation
measures, including by carbon absorption or
reduced use.

FFoorr  ppoolllluuttiioonn  ffrreeee  ffuuttuurree
Asanga Abeyagoonasekera

AUKUS, Quad, China in Sri Lanka, and India's security concerns
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Anumber of former Afghan officials, who
fled the country along with President
Ashraf Ghani after the Taliban takeover

last month, have announced the continuation
of the Afghan government in exile.

A statement released by the Afghan
Embassy in Switzerland read that the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan is the only legitimate
government of Afghanistan that is elected by
the votes of the people and no other govern-
ment can replace a legitimate one, Khaama
News reported.

The statement read that Afghanistan has
been occupied by external factors and based
on the historic responsibility of the Afghan
government after consultations with the eld-
ers of the country, they decided to announce
the government in exile.

"After the escape of Ashraf Ghani and his
rupture with Afghan politics, his first vice-
president (Amrullah Saleh) will be leading the
country," the statement said.

The statement also said that the three pow-
ers of the government namely executive, judi-
cial, and legislative will be activated soon and

they have been busy consulting in this regard.,
as per the report.

The statement has also announced their
support to the resistance front - the anti-
Taliban front led by Ahmad Masoud - and has
added that all the embassies and consulates of
Afghanistan will be functional as normal.

The statement is written and released by
leaders of the previous government, political
leaders, and other politicians but the names of
none of them has been disclosed.

Afghans set up government in exile

Alliance gives new meaning to political bound-
aries on physical maps empowering coalitions
with political preferences to work together.
President Biden does "not seek a new Cold War",
clearly expressing at the UNGA and many other
leaders are with Biden, including Indian Prime
Minister Modi, where the world divided into two
rigid blocks will only limit progress and pros-
perity to many nations. In reality, Cold War struc-
tures will resurrect when the rules-based order
is threatened, and robust partnerships are required
to maintain the security balance.

London|Agencies

Fresh tensions erupted
between Britain and
France over post-Brexit

fishing rights after the UK
granted just 12 licences from
47 bids for smaller vessels to
fish in its territorial waters.

French Sea Minister
Annick Girardin reportedly
said: "French fishing must not
be taken hostage by the
British for political ends."

"It is a new refusal of the
British to apply the conditions
of the Brexit accord despite all
the work undertaken togeth-
er," a French newspaper quot-
ed Girardin as saying.

"I have only one watch-
word; to obtain definitive
licences for our fishermen as
the accord foresees."

The UK said it would con-

sider further evidence to sup-
port remaining bids, the BBC
reported.

Fishing was one of the most
contentious issues in the
post-Brexit trade talks
between the UK and the EU,
and it continues to be a
source of tension.

Both sides have substantial
bargaining chips: many
European boats have tradi-
tionally relied on fishing in
British waters, while many
British companies rely on
selling their catch in
European markets.

Fresh tensions between UK and
France over fishing permits

French Sea Minister Annick Girardin reportedly said: "French fishing
must not be taken hostage by the British for political ends."

US TO CONTINUE TO PURSUE DIPLOMACY WITH

N KOREA DESPITE MISSILE LAUNCHES: ENVOY
Jakarta/Seoul:North Korea's latest mis-

sile launches will not affect the US' deter-
mination to seek diplomacy with the North
for the denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula, the US nuclear envoy for
Pyongyang said on Wednesday.

Sung Kim, US special representative for
North Korea, made the remark at a press
event in Jakarta, a day after the North test-
fired a hypersonic missile into the East Sea.
The firing came after the regime's test-firings of two short-range
missiles on September 15 and a new type of cruise missile days
earlier, Yonhap news agency reported.

While describing the missile launches as a "threat" and "a
violation of multiple UN Security Council resolutions," under
which the North is banned from testing or using nuclear and
ballistic technologies, Kim said that does not "deter" the US
from continuing to pursue a "diplomatic path." "We're strongly
committed to finding a diplomatic path to complete denu-
clearisation of the Korean Peninsula," he said at the event with
foreign journalists."That has not changed at all. These missile
activities do not change our determination." "We're waiting to
hear back from Pyongyang. We have proposed dialogues on a
wide range of topics ... we hope to hear back soon," Kim added.
The missile launches came amid Seoul's efforts to explore ways
with Washington to resume the stalled dialogue with
Pyongyang.Since last week, Pyongyang has expressed a will-
ingness to improve inter-Korean relations and even discuss a
summit with Seoul, but on the condition that the South drops
its double standard and hostile attitudes against the regime.

Seoul|Agencies

The hypersonic missile
unveiled by the North
Korea on Tuesday

appeared to be in an early
stage of development, South
Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS) said on Wednesday.

The JCS said in a state-
ment that when assessing
the collected data, such as
the detected speed of the
hypersonic missile, which
the the North Korea test-
fired and unveiled, it
appeared to be in an early
stage of development and
may take a considerable
time to be deployed for
combat.

It noted that the missile
could be detected and inter-
cepted by the military assets
of South Korea and the US,
Xinhua news agency report-

ed.The statement came
hours after the North
Korea's official Korean
Central News Agency said
that the country test-fired
the hypersonic missile
Hwasong-8 in Toyang-ri,

Ryongrim County of Jagang
Province on Tuesday morn-
ing. It was the first test-
launch, in which the coun-
try's Academy of Defence
Science ascertained the sta-
bility of the engine as well as

missile fuel ampoule that
has been introduced for the
first time, the KCNA report-
ed.The test-launch came
after the North Korea tested
cruise and ballistic missiles
earlier this month.

Tokyo|Agencies

Fumio Kishida won the presidential
election of Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) on

Wednesday to succeed Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga, calling for the LDP's
unity.

Kishida, who served as the country's
former foreign minister from 2012 to
2017, secured 257 votes in a runoff to win
over his contender vaccination minister
Taro Kono who received 170 votes,
Xinhua news agency reported.

At a meeting of the LDP lawmakers
after the election, Kishida called for unity
as he will lead the party into a general
election scheduled for November and
election of the upper House of
Councillors next year.

Kishida said his government must for-
mulate a multi-trillion-yen stimulus plan
before the end of the year to mitigate the
economic fallout of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

He also pledged to change the neolib-
eral policies of the previous administra-
tions to ensure that ordinary people can
enjoy the benefits of growth. At the presi-

dential election in the afternoon, LDP
parliamentarians cast 382 votes and
another 382 votes were allotted to rank-
and-file members in the first round of
voting. Kishida, winning 256 votes,
entered the runoff vote round with Kono
trailing at 255 votes.

In the runoff voting, the LDP lawmak-
ers cast the same number of votes, but
the rank-and-file members' votes were
reduced to one for each of the LDP's 47

prefectural chapters.
With a dominant advantage in the

votes from LDP parliamentarians,
Kishida was elected as the new party
leader. Two female candidates, Sanae
Takaichi, former communications minis-
ter, and Seiko Noda, LDP executive act-
ing secretary general, lost out in the four-
way race in the first round of voting earli-
er in the afternoon.

Kishida calls for unity after winning
Japan's LDP leadership race

'N.KOREA'S HYPERSONIC MISSILE IN
EARLY STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT'
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
summoned five-time

Shiv Sena MP from

Yavatmal-Washim con-
stituency Bhavana Gawali
for probe in an alleged case
of financial misappropria-
tion, official sources said
here on Wednesday.

Gawali was summoned
to the ED office on
Monday (October 4), a day
after her close aide Saeed
Khan was arrested in a
money-laundering case by
the central probe agency.

This is the third consec-
utive day that the ED has
summoned senior Sena
leaders for probes in vari-
ous cases lodged against
them. On Monday, the ED
had raided the home of
former Union Minister of
State for Finance and Sena
ex-MP Anandrao V Adsul
and his son Abhijit in con-
nection with allegations of
frauds of Rs 900-crore in
the City Cooperative Bank
Ltd, in which they are the
Chairman and Director,
respectively.

The next was Transport
Minister Anil Parab  called
on Tuesday  who was
grilled for nearly eight
hours by the ED sleuths on
the allegations of corrup-
tion levelled by sacked
Mumbai cop Sachin Vaze,
currently in custody of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

On Wednesday, the ED
asked Gawali to appear
before it in connection
with investigations into
alleged frauds of several
crores of rupees in a trust
in which Khan, the MP and
her mother are said to be
members, and a business
firm owned by the Sena
leader.

Late in August, the ED
had raided some premises
linked with Gawali, but she
dismissed all allegations
claiming no wrongdoings
on her part.

Senior party leader
Kishore Tiwari, accorded
the MoS status, slammed
the ED's move for continu-
ously targeting the Shiv
Sena leaders on the basis
of complaints lodged by
the Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party leaders.

FOR 3RD DAY ED SUMMONS SHIV SENA

LEADERS, NOW MP BHAVANA GAWALI
This is the third
consecutive day
that the ED has
summoned senior
Sena leaders for
probes in various
cases lodged
against them. On
Monday, the ED
had raided the
home of former
Union Minister of
State for Finance
and Sena ex-MP
Anandrao V Adsul
and his son Abhijit,
the next was
Transport Minister
Anil Parab  called
on Tuesday  who
was grilled for
nearly eight hours
by the ED sleuths

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Aday after the Maharashtra cabi-
net held a meeting to discuss
the issue of pothole-ridden

roads on Tuesday, state chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray summoned all
agencies tasked with construction of
roads, bridges and flyovers on
Wednesday.

Taking cognizance of the issue,
Uddhav Thackeray will hold a meet-
ing with senior officials of all the civic,
state and central agencies on
Wednesday evening.

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) Commissioner
Iqbal Chahal also held a meeting and
asked civic officials to fill potholes
within 2-3 weeks on priority.

The chief minister's summons
came after several ministers
expressed shock over the bad state of
roads in both urban and rural areas at
the cabinet meeting. They also said

that the condition of state and nation-
al highways was not good.

Earlier, Urban Development
Minister Eknath Shinde had ordered
the suspension of four senior engi-
neers from Thane civic body over bad
roads, suggesting that steps should be

taken against erring engineers and
contractors. He also added that sus-
pension results in better quality road
repair work.

BMC has asked road engineers
from all the administrative wards to
visit each road in their respective

areas and identify roads with pot-
holes. The civic body has also direct-
ed that no other work should be
assigned to road engineers and they
should focus on filling potholes.

A fixed deadline has been set for
repairing potholes. After receiving a
report on potholes from road engi-
neers, the Assistant Commissioner
should immediately report the
requirement for cold mix to the roads
department. Cold mix and all other
necessary equipment should be sup-
plied to all the administrative depart-
ments immediately after receiving the
demand within two days. As soon as
potholes are noticed on the roads, the
process of filling them should be
completed within a day.

These potholes should be filled at
night so that repair work doesn't lead
to traffic in the daytime.

Assistant commissioners have also
been asked to visit the spots to make
sure that potholes are fixed.

CM summons agencies over 
pothole-ridden roads across state
Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray has summoned all civic, state
and central agencies over the issue of pothole-ridden roads across
the state.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has approved a
financial assistance of

over Rs 138 crore for the fam-
ilies of State police officers
and other staff members who
died while on COVID-19
duty, the government's
response to an RTI query has
revealed.

Nagpur resident Sanjay

Thul had sought details
under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act about
the total number of deaths in
the police force due to the
coronavirus and assistance
provided by the government
to the families of the
deceased.

As per documents
obtained by him, 370
Maharashtra police
officers/staff members
(excluding Mumbai) and 123
of Mumbai police died while
on COVID-19 duty till
September 14, 2021.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment approved a financial
assistance of Rs 138.50 crore
for the families of such 277
State police officers/staff
(excluding Mumbai city) and
Rs 53 crore for the kin of 106
Mumbai police officers/staff,
as per the response received
under the RTI.

Maharashtra govt approves aid for kin of police
officers who died while on COVID-19 duty: RTI

As per documents
obtained by him,
370 Maharashtra
police officers/staff
members (exclud-
ing Mumbai) and
123 of Mumbai
police died while on
COVID-19 duty till
September 14, 2021

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The water level in Jaikwadi, which is the
biggest dam in drought-prone
Marathwada region, has crossed 86 per

cent. The Water Resources Department has
asked district officials to closely monitor the
water levels and if required, open the gates for
discharge.

Of the total water storage capacity
(2,170,000 million litres), Jaikwadi, which is

located at Paithan taluka in district
Aurangabad, at present holds 1,846,300 mil-
lion litres. With the weather department pre-
dicting continuous rains in Marathwada, the
water level in the dam is expected to rise in the
next 48 hours.Jaikwadi dam water is the pri-
mary source for irrigating 2.5 lakh hectares
agriculture land in the drought-hit region. The
water is used for industries mainly in
Aurangabad and Jalna districts, which are the
biggest industrial hubs. Apart from this, it pro-
vides drinking water to the region. Water

Resources Minister Jayant Patil said, "We are
monitoring the water levels in Jaikwadi. We
have sent alerts." Patil, who is touring flood-hit
districts in Marathwada region, held a review
meeting late Tuesday night in Beed.

"We are contemplating raising the heights of
some irrigation projects to create more water
storage facilities. The process of reviewing the
irrigation projects to upstage the water storage
to its optimum level is also underway."
However, details and shortlisting of projects
will be taken up after further study, he

added.Despite a large amount of water dis-
charge following the opening of gates in
Manjara and Majalgaon dam in Beed, the
water level was 100 per cent.

On Tuesday, all 18 gates of Manjara dam
and 11 gates of Mazalgaon dam were opened
for water discharge. This resulted in floods in
Beed and adjoining Latur district.

The maximum water storage capacity of
Manjara dam is 1,769,60 million litres.
Majalgaon dam has a capacity of 3,11,340 mil-
lion litres.

Jaikwadi dam water rises to 86%, next
24 hours crucial,says Maharashtra govt

With the weather department predicting continuous rains in
Marathwada, the water level in the dam is expected to rise in
the next 48 hours.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In Q3 2021, housing sales
surged 113 per cent y-o-y
across the top 7 cities --

from approximately 29,520
units in Q3 2020 to nearly
62,800 units in Q3 2021,
Anarock has said in its latest
report.

If this growth in sales,
MMR or Mumbai metropoli-
tan region for 33 per cent of
the total sales, followed by
NCR with a 16 per cent share.

As per the report,
increased sales also
improved new launches as it
rose in the top 7 cities by 98
per cent yearly - from
approximately 32,530 units in
Q3 2020 to approximately
64,560 units in Q3 2021.
While MMR continued to see
the highest number of new
launches (of approximately
16,510 units) in the quarter,
Hyderabad was close behind

with a new supply infusion of
approximately 14,690 units.

Interestingly, the mid-seg-
ment (homes priced Rs 40-80
lakh) and premium homes
(priced b/w Rs 80 lakh to Rs
1.5 Cr) continue to dominate
new supply with 41 per cent
and 25 per cent shares,
respectively. The affordable
housing segment (units
priced (Rs 40 lakh) saw its
supply share reduce to 24 per
cent in the quarter, the report
said.

Average property prices
saw a 3 per cent yearly
increase across the top 7

cities - to Rs 5,760 per sq. ft.
in Q3 2021 from Rs 5,600 per
sq. ft. in Q3 2020. Bengaluru
leads with an approximately
4 per cent annual rise - from
Rs 4,975 per sq. ft. in Q3 2020
to approximately Rs 5,150 per
sq. ft. in Q3 2021.

"IT/ITeS continues to drive
the bulk of housing demand
in the top 7 cities," says Anuj
Puri, Chairman of ANAROCK
Group. "In Q3 2021, signifi-
cantly improved job security
and robust hiring in the
IT/ITeS and financial sectors
piggybacked on record-low
home loan rates and growing
homeownership sentiment.
The ongoing WFH culture
continues to influence resi-
dential sentiment on two
major fronts - overall housing
demand and unit sizes. The
fast-paced vaccination drive
is an added sentiment boost-
er, especially in terms of
increased site visits."

Top 7 cities see 113% rise in housing sales in
Q3 2021, new launches up 98%: Report

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Securities market regulator SEBI on Tuesday approved a
slew of investor and business-friendly measures,
including the creation of Gold and Social Stock

Exchanges, among others.
These decisions were taken by the SEBI board which met

here.
In a statement, the regulatory body listed the various deci-

sions that were taken during the meeting such as approval
for the framework for Gold Exchange and SEBI (Vault
Managers) Regulations, 2021. "The Gold Exchange, encom-
passing the entire ecosystem of trading of 'EGR' and physical
delivery of gold, is expected to create a vibrant gold ecosys-
tem in India, commensurate with the country's large share
of global gold consumption," the regulator said.

"The Gold Exchange would be a national platform for
buying and selling 'EGRs' with underlying standardised gold
in India and also create a national pricing structure for
gold," it added.

The board also approved an amendment to enable the
introduction of 'Silver Exchange Traded Funds' with certain
safeguards in line with the existing regulatory mechanism
for Gold ETFs.

Besides, the SEBI board approved the creation of the
Social Stock Exchange (SSE) for fund raising by social enter-
prises.

"The framework for the SSE has been developed on the
basis of the recommendations of a working group and a
technical group constituted by the SEBI," it said.

In a major decision, the board also approved the proposal
to amend the existing regulatory framework for delisting of
equity shares pursuant to open offer.

"The revised framework aims to make M&A transactions
for listed companies a more rational and convenient exer-
cise, balancing the interest of all investors in the process," it
said.

SEBI also approved the amendment required for permit-
ting Resident Indians (other than individuals) to become
constituents of FPIs that are registered as AIFs in IFSCs.

"Such Resident Indians shall be sponsor or manager of
the FPI and their contribution in the FPI shall be subject to
conditions as specified by the board," it said.

Additionally, other amends to facilitate co-investment by
investors of Alternative Investment Funds (AIF)through the
portfolio management route. "The 'Portfolio Manager' pro-
viding co-investment services to investors of AIFs shall
invest 100 per cent of the assets under their management in

unlisted securities and shall be exempted from certain
requirements including minimum investment amount, min-
imum net worth," it said.

Notably, an 'Investor Charter of SEBI for investors' in the
securities market was also approved. "The investor charter,
inter-alia, includes the vision statement of SEBI for the
investors. SEBI has also developed 'Investor Charters of SEBI
recognised Market Infrastructure Institutions' (MIIs), regis-
tered intermediaries and regulated entities in consultation
with various entities," it said.In addition, the regulator's
board considered and approved the agenda on criteria for
determining 'fit and proper person' to become a board
member of listed companies.

"The rule based criteria will determine the fit and proper
status of the person based on the disqualifications as has
been prescribed," it said."Some of such disqualifications
include an order of conviction passed against such person
by a court for any offence involving moral turpitude or such
person has been declared insolvent and not discharged or
has been categorised as a willful defaulter or has been
declared a fugitive economic offender or against whom an
order has been passed by SEBI or any other financial sector
regulator," it said.

SEBI approves creation of Social Stock Exchange, easier M&As 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Nearly 75% of Covid-19 patients
who were treated at private
hospitals in the state were

overcharged despite a price cap set
up by the Maharashtra government, a
new survey has found. Of the 2,579
patients and their families that were
surveyed across 34 districts in the
state, a majority of 95.4% of patients
had taken treatment in the private
sector while 4.6% were treated in the
public sector.

Health activists said that the find-
ings of the survey were shocking and
called for a detailed audit of the bills
by the state authorities. "If a sample
size of 2,500 odd patients shows such
high level of overcharging by private
hospitals, one can imagine the plight
of lakhs of patients in the state," said
public health expert Dr Abhay
Shukla, co-convenor of Jan Arogya
Abhiyan that carried out the survey
along with Maharashtra Corona Ekal
Mahila Punarvasan Samiti.

The survey was carried out this
month and covered 317 patients and
their families who were affected in
the first wave of the pandemic and
2,262 patients and their families from
the second wave.

Of the surveyed patients, 1,294 had
recovered while 1,295 had suc-
cumbed to the infection. Of the
deceased, 1,059 were men who left
behind their wives and children.

In May 2020, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment had invoked five laws to cap

the prices of private hospitals due to
the pandemic. The state further
extended the cap during the second
wave as well. "The price cap for venti-
lator and intensive care unit (ICU)
beds was Rs 9,000 per day, ICU beds
were capped at Rs 7,500 per day and
isolation beds were capped at Rs
4,000," said Shukla. "Our survey
revealed that despite this capping,
patients admitted in private hospitals
were being charged an average of Rs
21,215. Overall, our survey found that
patients were overcharged by an aver-
age of Rs 155,934," he said.

The survey also studied the cost of
medicines that the families were
asked to purchase from outside. In
the public sector, families spent an
average of Rs 17,000 on medications
from outside, while in the private sec-
tor, the average spending on medica-
tion was about ?90,000. The costly
treatment and the overcharging have
left many families in debt. Patients
were also given a cocktail of drugs,

without any explanations or justifica-
tions to the family.

"It felt like the doctors were con-
ducting research by trying all the
available medicines," said Nashik res-
ident Riddhi Kshirsagar who lost her
husband due to Covid-19 in the sec-
ond wave. She spent nearly ?18 lakh
for his treatment. Family members of
the deceased said that an ex-gratia
amount of ?50,000 will hardly be of
any help. "We should be given jobs,"
said Seema Bhagwat, who lost her
husband in the second wave after a
38-day long hospital stay and eventu-
ally contracting mucormycosis. She
spent nearly ?16 lakh on the treat-
ment.Many family members have
defaulted their loan instalments, sold
off their gold jewellery and land plots
to cover the treatment costs of their
loved ones. "Introducing a price cap
was a good step by the state, but its
implementation has not been done,"
said Shakuntala Bhalerao of Jan
Arogya Abhiyan. "

75% Covid patients overcharged by private hospitals
in Maharashtra despite price cap: Survey

The 2,579 Covid patients
and their families that were
surveyed across 34 dis-
tricts in Maharashtra, a
majority of 95.4% of
patients had taken treat-
ment in the private hospi-
tals while 4.6% were treat-
ed in the public sector
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Hollywood star Daniel Craig,
who is all set to bid adieu to
the character of iconic spy
'James Bond', has talked about
working in the spy thriller

franchise's 25th movie 'No Time To Die'. 
Talking about the Bond legacy over the

last many decades and how it still has a
connection with the world, Craig said: "It's
impossible not to if you look at the Bond movies."

"But also, what's happening in the world influences them.
I don't think we set out necessarily to directly do it, and I
think you're off to a bad start when you try to bring what's

happening in the world into them and ref-
erence it too much, but it's the fears that
we talk about."

Commenting on his preparations to get
into the role of Bond, he added: "One of
the things is that when I first started play-
ing him, about three months would get me
into shape for the movie. It's now about a
year, so even though I don't have a script at
that point, I've still started the process in
my head because I'm trying to get fit and

get ready for any stunts.""So, in a way it's not a switch, it's a
process. Suttirat, our brilliant costume designer came out to
New York and we sat and chatted about clothes, which was a
long time before we started shooting."
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HELENA BONHAM CARTER TO
RETURN FOR 'ENOLA HOLMES 2'

London | Agencies

Actress Helena Bonham Carter will rejoin
stars Millie Bobby Brown and Henry
Cavill for a new 'Enola Holmes' mystery

from Legendary and Netflix.
Bonham Carter plays Eudoria Holmes, the

matriarch of the famous sleuthing family, in
the series that is based on Nancy Springer's
beloved books.

The films tell the story of Enola, the rebel-
lious teen sister of Sherlock Holmes, who is a
gifted super-sleuth in her own right and often
outsmarts her famous siblings, reports
variety.com.

Others who join the cast include David
Thewlis, Susan Wokoma, Adeel Akhtar, Sharon
Duncan-Brewster, Hannah Dodd, Abbie Hern,
Gabriel Tierney and Serrana Su-Ling Bliss.

During Saturday's Tudum global fan event,
Netflix announced that Louis Partridge would
reprise his role as Tewksbury.

Emmy and BAFTA-winning director Harry
Bradbeer and BAFTA and Tony-winning writer
Jack Thorne are also returning for the sequel.

Released in 2020, 'Enola Holmes' was a massive
hit for Netflix, with the streamer reporting that an
estimated 76 million households tuned into the
movie during its first 28 days of release.

Principal photography is set to kick off in London.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Reality TV personality
and make-up mogul
Kylie Jenner, who is

expecting her second child
with rapper Travis Scott,

feels that she was
"always meant to" be a
mother and seeing her
daughter Stormi grow
has been the "best
part" of her last few
years.

She said:
"Motherhood really
feels like something I
was always meant to

do. Watching Stormi
experience everything

for the first time has
been the best part of

these last few years."
Kylie takes parenthood

"one day at a time" and urges
other mothers to be kind to

themselves, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.She said: "Be gentle

with yourself. Motherhood is such a bal-
ancing act, and I just try to take one day at a

time!"Kylie is launching her own baby care collec-
tion, Kylie Baby, which includes shampoos, condi-
tioners, bubble baths, towels and travel cases.

She said that her new venture is a dream come
true.She told Elle.com: "It was a dream of mine to
create safe and effective products as a gift to my
kids."As a new mom, I was curious and con-
scious about the products that would work best
for my daughter's hair and skin. That's how I
came up with the idea to launch a baby line
with clean formulas that were gentle enough
and would work for all skin and hair types
without compromising quality."

Los
Angeles |
Agencies

Actress Lea
Seydoux,
who plays

Dr. Madeleine
Swann, the love
interest of the
suave spy James
Bond in the
upcoming film "No
Time To Die", has
shared that
romance plays a
key role in the
movie.

Seydoux told the
I newspaper: "It's
much more emo-
tional this time.
And it's the love
story with James
Bond that is in the
centre of the film."

She also praised
Daniel Craig for
adding more
depth to the famous character and creat-
ing "empathy" for Bond by removing the
misogyny associated with the spy, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

Seydoux said: "It's also because Daniel
created a character with more depth, as
well... He changed the part of James
Bond. I think he managed to create more

empathy with his character. Now: Bond is
not what he used to be like: a misogynist."

Cary Joji Fukunaga has directed the
movie after original director Danny Boyle
left due to creative differences and the
American filmmaker said that he had lit-
tle time to think while working on the
film.

James Bond
franchise
needs 'radical'
change to
evolve: Q

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Ben Whishaw says the 'James
Bond' spy movie franchise will need a
drastic change to move it forward.

"If they want to continue with this charac-
ter and the franchise, I think you can explode
it and do anything," Whishaw, who plays 'Q'
for the third time in the latest instalment, says
on this week's episode of the 'Just for Variety'
podcast.

"I don't know what that should be, but it

seems to me like it should be something quite
radical, something really different. It's got to
change; it's got to keep changing. We're in dif-
ferent times now." He knows that won't be an
easy task.

"There will always be people who want it to
stick to the way it was whenever ago, and
they're important, because they love these
films," he says.

Whishaw added: "But I think you can do
both. You can honour the character and the
tradition, and you can push it forward, too.
And I think you have to, if it's not just going to
become a kind of museum piece."

Whishaw says he's relieved the studio
insisted the film be exclusively released in
theatres.

LLaasstt  ttiimmee  aass  BBoonndd
DANIEL CRAIG
ON WORKING
ON 'NO TIME
TO DIE'

Demi Lovato
recalls mind-
blowing 'alien
encounter'
Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Demi Lovato claims to have
made contact with an alien on her
28th birthday.

Demi stars alongside her sister Dallas,
and their sceptical best friend Matthew in
the new Peacock series 'Unidentified' -
which sees them visit a series of UFO hot
spots.

The 'Cool for the Summer' hitmaker
shared: "I had a pretty profound experi-
ence on my 28th birthday. I made (alien)
contact, and it was a pretty mind-blowing
experience. Ever since then, I started to
look into this more and I wanted to do a
show about it." Recalling the experi-
ence, they said they were stargazing
and "tried to do the protocol where
you make contact, and all of a sud-
den something showed up directly
above us in the sky".

"It was huge lights that made a ques-
tion mark, almost, in the sky - and then
it just like backed out. I realised (then)
that my life was probably going to
change in a spiritual way, because I
have a spiritual connection to this
journey as well," Lovato said.

The singer who was reported to
have three strokes and a heart attack
after a drug overdose in 2018, said she
wasn't scared by the experience, shar-
ing the encounter actually triggered
"overwhelming joy", reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

Kylie
Jenner

'always
meant to

be a
mom'

LLeeaa  SSeeyyddoouuxx::  RRoommaannccee
iiss  aatt  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  ''NNoo

TTiimmee  TToo  DDiiee''
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Dubai | Agencies

KS Bharat and Glenn Maxwell were the chief
contributors in Royal Challengers
Bangalore clinching a seven-wicket win

over Rajasthan Royals in match 43 of IPL 2021 at
Dubai International Stadium on Wednesday. The
win increases Bangalore's points to 14 while
retaining their third place in the points table.

Chasing 150, Bangalore were off to a flying start
as Virat Kohli slammed Chris Morris for three
boundaries in the opening over. Devdutt Padikkal
crunched Kartik Tyagi for two boundaries in the
second over before slamming Mustafizur
Rahman for a brace of boundaries in the next
over.

Bangalore were 48 for no loss in five overs
before Padikkal, dropped at six, swung across the
line, only for Rahman to disturb the stumps. In
the next over, Kohli tried to sneak a run on a mis-
field by Riyan Parag at backward point. But a
direct hit from Parag caught Kohli short of the
crease at non-striker's end.Bharat and Maxwell
stitched a stand of 69 runs for the third wicket.
The duo smashed boundaries while rotating the
strike, which kept the asking rate under check.
Bharat was more impressive of the two, slog-
sweeping Chris Morris for a big six before playing a
gentle reverse sweep off Rahul Tewatia.Rahman
broke the partnership in the 16th over as Bharat
pulled straight to fine leg. After Bharat's dismissal,
Maxwell whipped Morris for a six over mid-wicket
followed by three fours, the last of which brought
up his fifty in 30 balls. AB de Villiers finished off the
chase with a sweep through square leg off Parag to
seal an easy win for Bangalore.

BHARAT, MAXWELL CLINCH AN

EASY WIN FOR BANGALORE
Madrid | Agencies

Newcomers in the UEFA Champions
League, Sheriff Tiraspol have created
quite a ripple by stunning 13-time win-

ners Real Madrid 2-1 at their home arena
Santiago Bernabeu in Group D, and the foot-
balling world is astounded by the feat
achieved by a hitherto unknown side, which
doesn't even boast of any big names.

Jasurbek Yakhshiboev opened the scoring
for Sheriff -- a club based in Tiraspol, the cap-
ital of Transnistria, a breakaway state located
on the Moldovan-Ukrainian border -- with a
header in the 25th minute and Real could
manage the equaliser only 40 minutes later,
thanks to a successful penalty-kick conversion
from Karim Benzema.

But shortly before the final whistle,
Sebastien Thill buried the Los Blancos' hopes
of victory, scoring the winner in the 89th
minute and possibly creating the biggest
upset at this level in decades.

Following the victory, Sheriff -- a club
founded in 1997 in the unrecognised break-
away state of Transnistria -- are the leaders of
Group D with six points. They had defeated
Ukrainian side Shakhtar Donetsk 2-0 in their
opening game to notch three points.

Before their match against Real Madrid, the
club only had 6,000 followers on Twitter and
the fan following hasn't quite grown by leaps
and bounds after their historic win, only
touching 17,200. In contrast, the Spanish
giants have an army of 38 million followers on
social media.

Though 'not' a part of Moldova, Sheriff play
in the Moldovan league and have won 20 of
the 22 league titles they have contested.

According to information available on the
internet, the club derives its name from
Sheriff, the second-largest company based in
the unrecognised breakaway state of

Little-known club Sheriff
Tiraspol stun Real Madrid 

Brief scores :
Delhi Capitals 127/9 in 20 overs (Rishabh Pant,
39, Steve Smith 39, Lockie Ferguson 2/10, Sunil
Narine 2/18) lost to Kolkata Knight Riders
130/7 in 18.2 overs (Shubman Gill 30, Nitish
Rana 36 not out, Sunil Narine 21; Avesh Khan
3/13, Anrich Nortje 1/15).

Champions League 

Paris: It was a moment that Paris Saint-Germain fans had
been waiting for since the arrival of Lionel Messi in mid-August,
and finally it came in style and on a big occasion. In front of
nearly 50,000 home supporters on Tuesday, the Argentine super-
star scored his first goal for his new club, helping the Ligue 1
giants take a 2-0 revenge over English Premier League champi-
ons Manchester City, to whom they lost in the semifinals of last
season's Champions League.The 34-year-old forward sparked in
the 74 minutes, running the ball into the front and after a good
one-two with Kylian Mbappe, he found the net with his iconic
left-foot strike. The goal sent the packed Parc des Princes into
raptures with deafening roars hovering over the stadium and the
crowd chanted by the scorer's name, Xinhua reports.

PSG BEATS MAN CITY 

Berlin | Agencies

Club Brugge reaped its first-ever
win in Germany after shocking RB
Leipzig with a 2-1 comeback vic-

tory on the road, while Borussia
Dortmund overcame Sporting CP on the
sole goal from Dutchman Donyell
Malen in Champions League's group
stage.

The "Red Bulls" caught a perfect start
in front of the home crowd as Emil
Forsberg's deep-through ball fed
Christopher Nkunku, who made no mis-
take to slot home the opener with a low
shot from 13 meters in the 5th minute.

Brugge responded well and tested
Leipzig goalkeeper Peter Gulacsi
through Charles De Ketelaere at the
other end of the pitch six minutes later.

The visitors continued to be offensive-
ly-minded and got rewarded with 22
minutes played when De Ketelaere's
good build-up work inside the box
allowed Hans Vanaken to stun Leipzig
with the deserved equalizer into the
empty goal.Brugge pressed persistently
forward and did again damage to
Leipzig's defense before the break as
Vanaken's ball into the area found Mats
Rits, who tapped home from five meters
to complete the comeback, Xinhua
reports.Leipzig assumed control after
the restart but for all that the hosts

lacked in penetration to break through
Brugge's well-positioned defense.

The visitor's bulwark stood firm until
the final whistle as Brugge goalkeeper
Simon Mignolet defused the dangerous
effort from striker Andre Silva in the
dying minutes of the clash.

With the result, Club Brugge defend
their second spot while Leipzig suffered

their second defeat in as many games to
sit in last place in Group A.

Elsewhere, Borussia Dortmund
secured its second win in a row in
Group C after beating Sporting CP on
the only goal of the game from new
arrival Malen. The victory leaves the
"BVB" on the 2nd position while
Sporting remain last.

Brugge upset Leipzig,
Dortmund edge Sporting

DC CAPTAIN RISHABH
PANT BREAKS
SEHWAG'S RECORD

New Delhi: During their
match against Kolkata
Knight Riders in Sharjah,
captain Rishabh Pant broke
Virender Sehwag's record
to achieve a milestone for
the Delhi Capitals.

On Tuesday, Pant scored
39 runs against KKR in
their IPL game and while
batting, he broke a record
of former DC captain and
legendary cricketer
Sehwag. The former crick-
eter had for long been the
highest run-getter for the
franchise, having scored
2382 runs in 85 innings.
Pant went past Sehwag and
now leads the chart with
2390 runs in 75 innings.

Former Delhi skipper
Shreyas Iyer is in the third
position with 2291 runs for
the franchise in 82 innings.
And veteran batsman,
Shikhar Dhawan is current-
ly fourth, having scored
1933 runs for the Capitals
in just 58 innings at an
average of 40.27. The
Capitals' team manage-
ment would hope that
Dhawan, Iyer and Pant
keep playing like this in the
remaining matches of the
IPL 2021 season and help
the franchise clinch its
maiden IPL trophy.
Capitals just need to win
one match to book their
playoffs berth. 

Carrara (Queensland) | Agencies

After an enthralling One-
day International
series, the focus of the

multi-format series between
India Women and Australia
now shifts to the one-off D/N
Test to be played at the
Metricon Stadium in Carrara
from Thursday (September
30).

The hosts will be confident
after a 2-1 victory in the ODI
series, but will have to cope
with the absence of some
crucial players. Opener
Rachael Haynes joined the
long list of players, who will
be unavailable for selection
for the match.

For India, it will be how
they embrace the unknown
which will determine their
performance in the match, as
this will be their first tryst
with the pink ball in a day-
night Test match. Yet with
their performance in the ODI
series and the performance
in the one-off Test against
England a few months ago,
skipper Mithali Raj will be
optimistic of their chances.

The last time these two
sides faced off in a Test
match was way back in 2006.
Playing in Adelaide, Australia

registered a victory by an
innings and four runs.
Batting first, Australia scored
250 on a lively pitch, courtesy
of Lisa Sthalekar's 72.

India were then rolled out
for 93 after a fine collective
performance from the
Australian bowling unit.
Following on, India only
managed to score 153, with
Lisa Sthalekar proving to be
the difference-maker again,
picking up five scalps with
the ball.On the eve of the
match Australian skipper
Meg Lanning said, "It is really
exciting, India obviously is a
great cricketing nation, they
love their cricket and to have
them playing a Test match is

super exciting. We're all look-
ing forward to kicking off the
first of many to come, hope-
fully, it's not just a one-off
and we can go and play a
Test in India over the next
few years. I think that would
be a really cool thing to do so,
hopefully, it's just the start of
something really special."

India's Test skipper Mithali
Raj said, "The team is defi-
nitely confident. The team is
quite excited. It's a different
experience for us to play with
the pink ball in a day-night
game. Usually, the Test is
played in the day and what
we played against England
was with the red ball. So it is
going to be very different."

India, Australia women all set
for much-anticipated D/N Test

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The stylish opener and
the vice-captain of
Team India, Rohit

Sharma has recalled India's
2007 Word T20 triumph and
urged the men-in-blue
brigade to "make it happen"
again as they are preparing
for the mega sporting specta-
cle, scheduled to take place
in the UAE and Oman from
October 17.

Rohit had played three
matches in the 2007 ICC
World T20, remaining
unbeaten in all three of his
innings. He smashed an
unbeaten 50 against South
Africa in a crucial Super 8
clash. "Sep 24th, 2007,
Johannesburg. The day when
a billion dreams came true.

"Who would have thought
back then that a relatively
inexperienced, young team
like ours would end up creat-
ing history!! It's been 14 years
since, we've come a long way,
we've created many more
histories, we've had our set-

backs, we struggled, but it
didn't break our spirits.
Because we never give up.
We give it all!!! "This @icc
#T20WorldCup each one of
us is going to give everything
to repeat history. We're com-
ing for it. India, let's make it
happen. I am #InItToWinIt,"
Rohit said in a post on
Instagram.Players of the
Indian T20 squad are cur-
rently preparing for the ICC
event by playing for their
respective franchises in the
ongoing Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2021 in the
UAE. India will begin their
campaign against Pakistan in
Dubai on October 24.

T20 World Cup

Ready to repeat the history: Rohit
Dubai | Agencies

Mumbai Indians all-
rounder Kieron
Pollard categorical-

ly denied that the ICC T20
World Cup, scheduled to
commence immediately
after the Indian Premier
League, had a role to play in
the five-time champions'
below-par performance this
season.

Though Mumbai Indians
defeated Punjab Kings by
six wickets with an over to
spare on Tuesday, the side
is in dire straits as far as the
play-offs qualification goes,
and the star-studded team
could be staring at an early
elimination after having
won the title last year.

"To be honest, I think the
World Cup is irrelevant at
this point of time. I think
we're playing the IPL tour-
nament and as an individ-
ual, you should think about
the present and not too far
ahead, because when you
plan too far ahead, there are

always other people with
bigger plans than you," said
Pollard, who was adjudged
'player of the match' on
Tuesday for his incisive
bowling that fetched him
two wickets, and an unbeat-
en 15."So, with that, it's just
a matter of trying to give
these guys confidence to
show, you know, that
they've done it before and
they will do it again, or find
the problem of what is actu-
ally happening and try to
find the best solution. So,
that's all it could be. You
talk about talking in the face
and all of that sometimes;
you just have to believe the
guys."

T20 WORLD CUP IS IRRELEVANT FOR
NOW, WE'RE PLAYING THE IPL: POLLARD

Indian Wells (US): | Agencies

US Open champion Emma
Raducanu has received a main-
draw wildcard into next week's

BNP Paribas Open, the prestigious WTA
1000 event, which returns after a two-
year hiatus.

The 18-year-old Raducanu from Great
Britain shot up the rankings, from
No.150 to No.22, after her historic win in
New York, where she became the first
qualifier in the Open Era to win a major.
Raducanu did not lose a set through 10
matches.

Raducanu made her WTA Tour debut
in June at the WTA 250 event in
Nottingham before making the Round of
16 at Wimbledon in just her second
tour-level event. Transitioning to the
hardcourts, Raducanu reached the final
of the WTA 125 event in Chicago, then
reeled off 20 straight sets in New York.

Given her rise, Indian Wells, which
begins on October 4, will be just the fifth
tour-level event of Raducanu's career.

This year's edition of Indian Wells will

not include the reigning Wimbledon
and Australian Open champions. World
No.1 Ashleigh Barty of Australia con-
firmed her withdrawal from the tourna-
ment because of a change of schedule
and Japan's Naomi Osaka has also
pulled out."The BNP Paribas Open is
one of my favourite events on the calen-
dar," Barty said in a statement. "It was a

tough decision to withdraw but I know a
few weeks of rest and seeing family back
in Australia is the right thing for me at
this point of the season. 

"I wish the tournament and the WTA
all the best for a successful event and
hope I'll be back in Palm Springs in
2022." The main draw play at the BNP
Paribas Open begins on October 6.

Raducanu gets Indian Wells
wildcard, Barty and Osaka out

IPL
2021
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Vidyut
Jammwal-
starrer 'Sanak

- Hope Under Siege'
is set to release on
October 15 on
Disney+ Hotstar. 

The film also stars
Bengali actress Rukmini
Maitra, Neha Dhupia and
Chandan Roy Sanyal
among others.

Directed by Kanishk Varma,
'Sanak' will be released on
October 15 on the auspicious
occasion of Dussehra. Along with the
announcement, the makers have also
unveiled a new movie poster featuring a
determined Vidyut, holding a baby in one hand
and a gun in another.

Expressing his excitement, producer Vipul Shah: "I am
very happy to announce the date of 'Sanak', which we shot
under the most difficult circumstances of Covid-19. The sole
purpose of putting all the effort was to keep entertaining
people and again, as usual, we have tried to take the action a
notch higher than the Commando series. I believe that we
have achieved it."

"I hope audiences feel the same way when they see the
action and emotion in 'Sanak'. It will inhabit a very new
space in Indian cinema; it's a hostage drama, a genre that
has not been explored to its full potential. It would be inter-
esting to see all the action and drama unfold in a hospital
under a siege."

'Sanak - Hope Under Siege' is presented by Zee Studios in
association with Sunshine Pictures Pvt Ltd. It is a Vipul
Amrutlal Shah production, directed by Kanishk Varma.

Amika Shail gears
up for 'Intention'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Singer-turned-actress Amika Shail has completed
shooting for the first schedule of the web film
titled 'Intention'. As the actress is finding her

space on OTT, she says such platforms are giving a
chance to tell stories that are otherwise non-con-
ventional and do not get visibility in mainstream fea-
ture films.

Talking about the film Amika said, "This film is an
edge of the seat thriller that will keep the viewers
hooked as to what may happen at the very next moment.
The story is very fresh, and it's about three friends who have
been contracted for theft - but end up getting trapped in the
house they entered to rob, and get murdered one by one. I
am sure that the viewers are going to enjoy every moment
of it."

The actress who was last seen in Alt Balaji's show 'Hai
Taubba: Chapter 3' essaying a pivotal role said, "The best
part of the OTT boom is that non-conventional stories are
getting a great platform to be showcased. The audiences are
also getting to see something different from the run of the
mill stories which were often seen in Bollywood. I hope that
this new age of cinema will be here to stay even after the pan-
demic gets over," said Amika as she signed off for the
moment."

The web film 'Intention' also features Ali Asgar, Rahul Dev,
Brahma Mishra, and Ruslaan Mumtaa, among others.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Bhumi
Pednekar says she
wants to do films that
portray women cor-
rectly and she is

thankful to the directors she has
collaborated with because they
shared the same vision for soci-
etal change. Bhumi started her
journey in Hindi cinema with
the hit film 'Dum Laga Ke
Haisha' in 2015. She was then
seen in films such as 'Toilet:
Ek Prem Katha', 'Son Chiriya',
'Shubh Mangal Saavdhan',
'Bala', and 'Sandh Ki Aankh'

among others.
The actress is now

looking forward to her
upcoming line up,

which includes 'Mr.
Lele', 'Badhaai Do'

and 'Raksha
Bandhan'.

The actress
said: "I have

always
been super

confident of my film choices. I have
always wanted them to be different
and unique, preferably with a mes-
sage and most importantly, portray
women correctly."

Bhumi added: "As a woman, I
feel it is my duty to choose scripts
that portray women with a lot of
dignity. I'm happy that I have got
the chance to play such characters
due to the fantastic scripts that
have come my way."

The actress feels "hugely fortu-
nate" that she have got directors
who had an amazing vision of por-
traying women in a certain way
that impacts society positively.

She said: "I'm fortunate for all
the opportunities that allowed me
to play such characters who stood
up for themselves and society. I
connected with my characters at a
deeper level and maybe that's why
people loved them too."

"For that, I'm indebted to my
directors and producers who saw
me as fit to represent such modern
Indian women on screen."
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Bhumi Pednekar: Always
want films that portray

women correctly

NIVEDITA BASU VOICES FOR
STRICTER LAWS AGAINST
RAPISTS, ABUSERS
Team Absolute|Mumbai

The nation can never forget the  Nirbhaya incident that

happened in Delhi back in 2012. Recently, the brutal

rape of a 30-year-old woman in Sakinaka, Mumbai,

again shocked the country and reminded us of the Nirbhaya

tragedy. It sparked an outrage all over the country and raised

questions on women safety yet again. What shocked many is

the fact that this happened in a city like Mumbai, which is

considered safe for women. Writer, producer and director

Nivedita Basu shares the same opinion.

"The Nirbhaya case was obviously a testimonial that north

India is known to be unsafe for women. But when I heard

about the Sakinaka case I was in shock because Mumbai has

been so safe for girls. It's very disturbing," she says. She adds

that it's high time that rules in India need to get stricter

against such crimes. "There should not be a hearing or any-

thing. These criminals should just be given death penalty.

Some still dare to commit such heinous crimes because they

know that they can get away with it. I just hope that justice is

brought and these kinds of things at least don't happen in

Maharashtra again," says the director of the web series

Tandoor. Expressing further disgust and voicing for justice,

Nivedita adds, "Of course we are angry and upset because

many women are employed in lines of work that require

them to do late nights, so should they stop working? I am

also a part of one such field of work. We never really thought

of any safety issues while coming back home earlier, but now

we are worried and scared, so are our families."

'EK VILLAIN RETURNS' TO
RELEASE IN JULY 2022

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Filmmaker Mohit Suri's upcoming directorial 'Ek Villain
Returns' has been locked for an Eid 2022 release. It will be
hitting theatres on July 8, 2022. The makers of 'Ek Villain

Returns' teased the audience with a new digital poster of the film.
The new poster announces the release date of the film.

Sharing her excitement, producer Ekta Kapoor said: "'Ek
Villain' is back with bigger action, thicker suspense and double
the drama! Ek Villain is Balaji's most special flagship franchise
and now Ek Villain 'Returns' to keep the audience on the edge of
their seats. "I have loved every moment of making Ek Villain
Returns and am thrilled that the movie will have an Eid release.
We are looking forward to giving the audience an out-and-out
power-packed theatrical experience!" Talking about the movie,
producer Bhushan Kumar added: "We have upped the scale of Ek
Villain to make Ek Villain Returns. The movie deserves an Eid
release and I'm so excited that we are doing justice to the movie.
You will not want to miss all the action that we have in store for
you!" Starring a powerful ensemble cast including John Abraham,
Arjun Kapoor, Disha Patani and Tara Sutaria, 'Ek Villain Returns'
is jointly produced by T-Series and Balaji Telefilms. The film is a
sequel to the 2014 blockbuster 'Ek Villain', which featured
Sidharth Malhotra, Riteish Deshmukh and Shraddha Kapoor.

Ali Fazal nominated for
'Ray' at Asia Content Awards

by Busan Film Fest
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood actor Ali Fazal has bagged the nomination in the Best Actor category at the Asia
Content Awards by the Busan International Film Festival.Ali has been nominated for the
Best Actor category for his portrayal of Ispit Nair in 'Forget Me Not' segment in the 'Ray'

anthology on Netflix. On the nomination, Ali said: "Wow! This was totally unexpected. I am so
humbled to receive this nomination and it means a lot to be recognized by ACA. A lot of
great content was produced this year in Asia and to land a nomination amongst such an
impressive lineup of films and actors is an honour."Directed by Srijith Mukherji, the story

is a modern interpretation of Satyajit Ray's story 'Bipin Chaudhary Ka Smriti Bhram.'
Ali plays the role of a cut-throat corporate shark who never forgets anything and has

a memory of a computer.The third Asian Contents Awards (ACA) is run by the
Busan International Film Festival (BIFF)'s Asian Contents and Film Market

(ACFM). The ACA aims to showcase outstand-
ing TV, OTT, and online content from

Asia.This year, the ACA was
dominated by Korean

drama and Netflix
originals.

VViiddyyuutt  JJaammmmwwaall--ssttaarrrreerr
''SSaannaakk''  ttoo  ddiiggiittaallllyy
rreelleeaassee  oonn  OOccttoobbeerr  1155
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