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In a joint operation by the Military
Intelligence and Karnataka Police a
spy, who was working for
Pakistan's Inter-Service
Intelligence (ISI), was arrested here

on Monday , police said.
The accused has been identified as

Jitendra Singh from Rajasthan's Barmer
district, according to police sources.

Accused spy Jitendra Singh took the
videos and photos of Army bases, firing
ranges and movement of the Indian
Army and sent them to the ISI agents,
sources said.

The accused wore an Indian Army
uniform while taking pictures and
videos. After sending the videos, photos
and voice messages, he would delete all
of them. However, the police officers
have managed to retrieve all the deleted
messages, sources said.

Jitendra Singh was trapped through a
fake Facebook account called 'Neha Aka
Pujaji' by an ISI agent. The agent struck
a friendship with Singh as he had put up
a picture of him in army uniform.

Sources further said he came in touch
with ISI in 2016. After sweet talks for

years, he was asked to send videos, pho-
tos and other information in return for a
huge sum of money. The accused
agreed and carried their orders. He was
paid digitally from different accounts,
sources add.

The Military Intelligence, after notic-
ing the communication on Facebook
between Jitendra Singh and Neha, start-
ed monitoring the accounts. The
account of Neha showed the IP address
of Karachi in Pakistan.

Jitendra had shifted to Bengaluru
about two months ago. Here he posed as
a footpath cloth merchant who sold
clothes to shopkeepers in Jolly Mohalla

of Cottonpet, sources added.
The Military Intelligence sleuths and

Karnataka Police City Crime Branch
(CCB) police picked him up in a joint
operation.

Joint Commissioner (Crime) Sandeep
Patil confirmed the arrest. "The accused
took photos and videos of defence
establishments in the country and sent
them to foreign agency. The photos and
videos have been taken into custody.
During a search of his house, the officers
have found a military uniform. He has
misused the military uniform and more
details are yet to come out in investiga-
tion," he said.

ARRESTED SPY IN K'TAKA
TURNS OUT TO BE ISI AGENT 

Team Absolute|Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Monday dubbed the farmers'

protest as 'sponsored' on the floor
of the Assembly, leading to a furore
with Congress legislators strongly
objecting to the statement.

The issue came up after
a heated exchange of
words in the House with
opposition leader
Siddaramaiah raising the
slogan 'BJP is loot', to
which Bommai replied by
saying 'Congress is loot'.

While defending infla-
tion in the present times,
Bommai said that inflation
has been there since 1970.
During Congress rule, inflation was
at 60 per cent which has come
down to 30 per cent under the
NDA, Bommai said.

The Chief Minister also men-
tioned that the Union government
has provided minimum support
price (MSP) to the farmers.

Reacting to the statement,
Siddaramaiah asked Bommai that
if MSP has been provided, why the
farmers in the state are protesting.
To this, Bommai said that the farm-
ers' protest is sponsored.

"It's a sponsored movement," he
said.

Siddaramaiah took serious
objection to the Chief Minister's
remark, saying that being in a
responsible position, how could
the Chief Minister term the farm-
ers' protest as sponsored.

"By saying this, you are insulting
the farmers. Are the farmers stag-

ing a protest in Delhi without any
reason," he asked.

Senior Congress leader and for-
mer Speaker Ramesh Kumar
joined Siddaramaiah and demand-
ed Bommai to furnish more details
to prove that the farmers' move-
ment is sponsored.

To this, Bommai said, "Earlier
also there were movements when
Ramesh Kumar had pointed at the
involvement of foreign forces. The
farmers' movement is sponsored...
agents are sponsoring it. It is an
open secret and known truth. I am
not hesitant to tell the truth."

K'taka CM calls farmers' protest
sponsored, creates furore in Assembly

IInnddiiaa  ttoo  rreessuummee  VVaacccciinnee
MMaaiittrrii,,  ttoo  eexxppoorrtt  jjaabbss
ffrroomm  OOccttoobbeerr
New Delhi: Union
Health Minister
Mansukh
Mandaviya on
Monday said that
India will be
resuming export of
vaccines under 'Vaccine Maitri' in the fourth
quarter starting from October. He said that vac-
cine export will resume to fulfill the commitment
towards COVAX in line with the motto
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the world is one fami-
ly).The decision to restart the vaccine export has
come ahead of PM Modi's visit to Washington
starting Tuesday where vaccines are likely to be
discussed at a summit of the leaders of the Quad
countries.Mandaviya said that the surplus supply
of vaccines will be used to fulfill the commitment
towards the world for the collective fight against
Covid-19. COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)
and WHO.He added that it is due to the relentless
efforts and guidance of PM Modi that India was
simultaneously undertaking Research and pro-
duction of Covid vaccines in line with the global
developments.The minister said that India's vacci-
nation drive has been a role model for the world
and it is marching ahead with great speed. More
than 4 times we have crossed one crore mark
since the drive commenced on January 16. While
talking about the vaccine production in coming
months, Mandaviya said that more than 30 crore
doses will be produced in October and more than
100 crore doses in the coming quarter. India
stopped vaccine exports in April amid second
Covid surge to jab its own population.

Home Ministry to review Maoist

situation with affected states soon
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Amid weakening footprints of
Maoists and subsequent
improvements in the violence

affected districts in the country, the
Ministry of Home Affairs will very
soon review the Left-Wing
Extremism situation with states con-
cerned, sources said.

Sources also said that Home
Minister Amit Shah will be dis-
cussing, with Chief Ministers of such
states, the ground situation and for-
mulation of a new strategy to take
decisive action against these ultras.

The progress of the various infra-
structural developmental schemes such as
road requirement and connectivity, and also
of aspirational districts programme in 35
LWE-affected districts will also be taken up,
they added.

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra, and Kerala
are LWE-affected states, to varying degrees.

Officials in the security set-up said that the
number of most-affected districts in terms of
Maoist violence has also come down from 30
to 25. These districts account for 85 per cent
of Maoist violence.

The Ministry will also review why the
Maoist footprint has increased in Madhya
Pradesh's Mandla district, which has been
classified as 'District of Concern', while the
state's Balaghat has been upgraded to a 'Most

Affected District', among the 25.
Recently, the MHA has removed 20 districts

from the list of 90 Maoist affected districts for
central funding under the Security Related
Expenditure (SRE) scheme, sources said.

Uttar Pradesh is completely out of the cov-
erage of the SRE scheme as its three districts,
Chandauli, Mirzapur and Sonebhadra, are no
longer required for target interventions to
contain these ultras, officials said.

Under the SRE scheme, the Centre reim-
burses the bulk of the expenditure incurred
by the states, including ex-gratia payment to
civilians and security personnel killed by the
ultras, besides the expenses on mobility,
logistics and communication and also for the
ammunition used for operations against the
ultras by the Central paramilitary and police
forces.

AKHARA PARISHAD CHIEF
FOUND DEAD UNDER 
MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES
Prayagraj: Mahant Narendra Giri, the
chief of Akhil Bhartiya Akhara
Parishad (ABAP), the apex body of 14
akharas, was found dead in Prayagraj
on Monday evening.

Giri's body was found hanging from
a rope inside a room in the
Baghambari Mutt in Daraganj area.

Senior police officers rushed to the spot and took cus-
tody of the body, which will be sent for post-mortem.

The police said that prima facie, it appears to be a case of
suicide but further probe would reveal the exact cause of
Giri's death.The media has been barred from entering the
Mutt, which is presently under heavy security cover.
Hundreds of disciples of Giri have reached the Mutt, but
they have been prevented from going inside. The disciples
refused to believe that the saint had ended his life and
insisted that there was some foul play.

Giri was involved in a bitter property dispute with his
junior Anand Giri a few months ago. The matter was later
resolved.Sources said that a five-page suicide note has also
been recovered in which Giri has held one of his disciples
responsible for his death. The police, however, refused to
confirm this.Giri had replaced Mahant Gyan Das as the
chief of the Akhara Parishad in March 2016. While the elec-
toral process replacing Gyan Das was conducted a year ago
in 2015, the controversial Mahant had refused to cede
ground to Giri.Das was allegedly facing charges of criminal
activities and objectionable behaviour and had about half-
a-dozen criminal cases pertaining to attempt to murder,
loot, dacoity and economic offences registered against him
in Ayodhya and Allahabad, mostly by the sadhus of the
Akhara Parishad.As the president of the Akhara Parishad,
Giri played a key role in the Kumbh Mela held in Ujjain,
Prayagraj and recently in Haridwar.

MP second in vaccine coverage
among 10 populous states

Team Absolute|Bhopal

More than 4.5 crore
people have received
at least the first dose

of the vaccine among the
estimated eligible population
of around 5.5 crore. In the
past three days-including the
vaccination mega drive on
September 17more than 35
lakh vaccine doses have been
administered in the state.

State government has now
pre-scheduled its own target
of administering at least one
dose to each and every indi-
vidual by September 26.
Earlier, it was fixed for
September 30.

In terms of population as
per the estimated population

of the state in 2021, Madhya
Pradesh is the fifth most pop-
ulated state in the country
after Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Bihar and West
Bengal. But its vaccination
coverage is more than most
of these states.

Uttar Pradesh has covered
around 48 per cent of the
estimated eligible popula-
tion, Maharashtra around 60
per cent, Bihar around 47 per
cent and West Bengal has
inoculated around 52 per
cent of the eligible popula-
tion.

In MP, the eligible popula-
tion is roughly the estimated

population of the state as per
Census minus 30 per cent
which is considered to be
kids and other people who
are not eligible for vaccina-
tion.

Among the top 10 populat-
ed states it is only Gujarat
that has covered more popu-
lation under the Covid-19
vaccination. It has adminis-
tered the first dose of vaccine
to about 82 per cent of its
population. However,
Gujarat's population is less
than MP and in numbers
more first dose vaccine doses
have been administered in
MP compared to Gujarat. 

MMaaddhhyyaa  PPrraaddeesshh
wwiitthh  aann  eessttiimmaatteedd
8811  ppeerr  cceenntt  ccoovveerr--
aaggee  ooff  ffiirrsstt  ddoossee
ooff  CCoovviidd--1199  vvaacc--
cciinnee  iiss  sseeccoonndd
aammoonngg  tthhee  ttoopp  1100
ppooppuulloouuss  ssttaatteess
iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  

Naga peace talks commence in Kohima after over a year
Team Absolute|Kohima

After over a year, crucial meetings
between the Government of India
envoy and Naga insurgent outfits

began here on Monday to settle the long-
pending Naga political issue involving vari-
ous bodies, including the NSCN (IM).

Officials in Kohima said that former spe-
cial director of the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
and Central government representative AK
Mishra and the NSCN (IM) leadership led
by Thuingaleng Muivah held a meeting at
the police complex in Chumoukedima.

NSCN-IM leader Rh Raising told the
media after the meeting that everything
should be initiated on the basis of the
Framework agreement signed with the
government in 2015.

"We reiterated our commitment to the
Framework agreement in letter and spirit.
After the Covid-19 pandemic, the talks
have resumed. The Government of India
has sent us a letter stating that Mishra will
hold talks with our leaders," Raising told a
television channel.

Stating that a separate flag and constitu-
tion are uncompromising issues, Raising
said: "Any agreement without separate flag
and constitution is unacceptable and
meaningless. The solution must be inclu-
sive. We can't sign an agreement ignoring
the sentiments of our cadres."

Both Mishra and other NSCN-IM leaders
remained tight-lipped about the details of

the discussions held in Monday's crucial
meeting, which took place for the first time
after the Union government on September
9 transferred Nagaland Governor Ravindra
Narayan Ravi to Tamil Nadu.

Ravi was the government's interlocutor
for the much-debated Naga peace talks,
which are now in the last stages of finalisa-
tion.Though Assam Governor Jagdish
Mukhi has been given the additional
charge as Nagaland Governor until regular
arrangements are made, there is no official
word yet about who would be the Centre's
interlocutor for the vital peace talks.

Ravi, a former Intelligence Bureau (IB)
official, has been transferred to Tamil Nadu
at a time when his relation with the Isak-
Muivah faction of the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (NSCN-IM) turned
very sour.Mishra, who is also the advisor
on northeast affairs in the Home Ministry,
arrived in Kohima on Saturday to resume
the talks with various Naga groups and
stakeholders.

The former IB chief is also likely to meet
the working committee of the seven Naga
National Political Groups (NNPGs).

Officials on condition of anonymity said

that in another development, Assam Chief
Minister and convenor of the North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), Himanta
Biswa Sarma, is likely to visit Dimapur on
Tuesday to hold meetings with both the
government officials and the leaders of the
Naga groups.

"For the first time, Sarma might have
been assigned by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to talk with all the stakeholders
and get everyone on board before a final
agreement is inked over the protracted
Naga issue," a senior Nagaland govern-
ment official said, refusing to be named.

The Central government has been sepa-
rately holding peace talks with the NSCN-
IM and eight other outfits, which came
together a few years ago under the banner
of NNPGs.

The NSCN-IM and the other outfits
entered into a ceasefire agreement with the
Government of India in 1997.

The NSCN-IM, the dominant Naga
group since August 1997, has held around
80 rounds of negotiations with the Centre.

The NSCN-IM and the intelligence
sources said that while many of the 31
demands of the Nagas have been almost
resolved during the talks with the Centre,
differences remained over a separate flag
and a separate constitution.

Former Nagaland Governor Ravi had
outrightly rejected the demand for a sepa-
rate flag and a constitution for the state as
demanded by the NSCN-IM.

Congress nominates
ex-MP Rajani Patil
for RS by-poll 
Mumbai: The Congress has
named former MP Rajani Patil
as its candidate for the October
4 by-election to Rajya Sabha
seat from Maharashtra, leaving
many formidable contenders
disappointed.

The by-election was necessi-
tated after the demise of sitting
MP Rajeev Satav due to Covid-
19 in May.

Patil, 62, considered close to
the Gandhi family, has effec-
tively pipped several senior
hopefuls like former Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan, Mukul Wasnik,
Avinash Pande, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Rajiv Shukla and even Satav's
widow Pradnya, who was recently appointed the state party Vice
President.Hailing from Pune, Patil has earlier been the party in-
charge of Himachal Pradesh and currently looks after the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

"Congress President Sonia Gandhi has approved the candidature
of Rajani Patil as the Congress candidate for the ensuing by-election
to the Rajya Sabha from Maharashtra," said an official AICC state-
ment this evening.

Patil is expected to win easily as the Congress, which is currently in
alliance with Shiv Sena and Nationalist Congress Party in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government headed by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, has 44 members in the Assembly, and she will hold the
seat till April 2026.
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The BJP will not need to poach
Congress MLAs after the
2022 state assembly polls

because the party will win a "his-
toric majority" in the elections, for-
mer Maharashtra Chief Minister
and BJP's in-charge for the 2022
Goa assembly polls Devendra
Fadnavis said here on Monday.

Fadnavis also said that while the
Congress is facing a crisis of confi-
dence and is unfit to rule, the Aam
Aadmi Party's political prowess is
limited to erecting hoardings and
banners ahead of elections.

"We will not face this situation in
2022. We are coming with a full
majority in 2022. We are not com-
placent. Each election is a chal-
lenge. We will overcome all the
challenges and I am confident,"
Fadnavis told a press conference in
Panaji.

"The CM, the ministers and
(party) office bearers together, we
will get a historic majority. People

can see how much help you get
from the Centre when there is the
same government," Fadnavis also
said.

The most seats the BJP has won
in the 40-member Goa legislative
assembly has been 21 in 2012. In
the 2017 polls, the party won a
mere 13 seats but manage to cob-
ble up a majority thanks to post

poll alliances with regional politi-
cal parties, which had gone into
the polls with an anti-BJP agenda.

From 2017-2019, 15 MLAs -- 13
from the Congress and two from
the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party -- joined the ruling BJP.

The Maharashtra Leader of
Opposition is on a two-day visit to
Goa, his first to the coastal state

after he was appointed as the BJP's
poll in-charge. Commenting on
the BJP's political rivals, the
Congress and the AAP, Fadnavis
said that neither could match up to
the popularity of the BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
Goa and across the country.

"You see the Congress is in a
very bad state. They are asking for
a full time president. They them-
selves are asking for a full time
leader. On one hand there is Modi
who works 24/7 only thinking of
the country and on the other hand
there is the Congress.

The congress is having a crisis of
confidence. They are not fit to
rule," Fadnavis said.

"We have also seen the AAP's
banners and posters. That is their
limit. Wherever there is an elec-
tion, we see their banners and
posters. But to run a country, you
need the mettle to do it. You need
to show your presence, that's fine,
but you need more than that,"
Fadnavis also said.

WON'T NEED TO POACH CONG MLAS,
FADNAVIS CONFIDENT OF WIN IN GOA

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Congress has contradict-
ed Harish Rawat, the
Punjab in-charge, on the

issue of leadership and said elec-
tions will be fought under both
the chief minister and the state
party president.

AICC general Secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala said,
"Media please do not spread con-
fusion and stop attack on the
Dalit chief minister. Charanjeet
Channi will be our face as Chief
Minister and Sidhu as State
President."

The Congress had to begin
damage control on the day of the
swearing in of the new Chief
Minister in Punjab as differences
arose over the statement of
Harish Rawat who said that the
next election will be fought under
Navjot Singh Sidhu. Former state
party president Sunil Jakhar who
missed the bus due to the consid-
eration of a Sikh Chief Minister
has criticized him. "On the
swearing-in day of Sh

@Charnjit_channi as Chief
Minister, Mr Rawats's statement
that "elections will be fought
under Sidhu, is baffling. It's likely
to undermine CM's authority but
also negate the very 'raison d'etre'
of his selection for this position."
said Jakhar in a tweet.

Sources say that after cutting
the "Gordian knot" of Amarinder
Singh, the Congress will check-
mate Sidhu also in a similar way
as his statements have not been
doing any good to the party.
Congress leaders say that obvi-
ously Channi, the new chief min-

ister, will have the main role in
the elections.

The Punjab saga may have
ended in the eyes of the Congress
leadership, but state leaders will
assert themselves till the elec-
tions and the path for Sidhu will
not be smooth. In the legislative
party meet Sidhu was the last
choice amongst the MLAs while
Jakhar and Randhawa had major-
ity support. Randhawa could not
make it as Sidhu was adamant on
the appointment of a Jat Sikh as
the CM and had objections to
Jakhar.

Cong says Channi & Sidhu to lead
in polls after differences surface

SITAPUR | Agencies

Atwo-member team of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Monday visited the
Sitapur jail to interrogate Samajwadi

Party MP Mohd Azam Khan in connection
with a money laundering case.

Azam Khan, who had been admitted to the
Medanta hospital following post-Covid com-
plications, had been discharged on
September 10 and sent back to the jail.

According to reports, Azam Khan is being
interrogated for the funding of his Jauhar
University in Rampur which allegedly

received foreign funds also.
The Rampur district administration had

taken back more than 70.05 hectares of land
from Mohammad Ali Jauhar University, last
week. The university is run by Maulana
Mohammad Ali Jauhar Trust headed by Azam
Khan. he ED is also preparing to interrogate
BSP MLA Mukhtar Ansari in connection with
money laundering charges. Former MP Atiq
Ahmad is also on the ED Radar. Mukhtar
Ansari is lodged in Banda jail in UP while Atiq
Ahmad is lodged in Ahmedabad jail in
Gujarat.

ED interrogates Azam

Khan in Sitapur jail
According to reports, Azam
Khan is being interrogated for
the funding of his Jauhar
University in Rampur which
allegedly received foreign funds
also. The Rampur district admin-
istration had taken back more
than 70.05 hectares of land from
Mohammad Ali Jauhar
University, last week.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Speaking to the media after visit-
ing the Covid vaccination centre
at AIIMS hospital in Delhi as

part of the 'Seva and Samarpan' cam-
paign of the BJP, Nadda said the
number of Covid vaccinations in the

country has already crossed 84 crore.
He claimed that the world's largest

and fastest vaccination campaign is
being conducted in India but the
opposition parties have been making
'irresponsible' and 'ridiculous' state-

ments about the vaccination pro-
gramme since the last one year.

He said more than 2.5 crore people
were vaccinated in the country on
September 17, which was also the
birthday of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, but the silence of the opposi-
tion parties on this day was surpris-
ing. adda said the opposition parties
must introspect about their useful-
ness and significance.

He congratulated Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, the
health ministers of all the states and
medical staff serving at vaccination
centres across the country for making
the vaccination campaign a huge
success under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

While visiting the vaccination cen-
tre at AIIMS Delhi, Nadda interacted
with several people who came there
for receiving vaccine jabs, inquired
about the facilities available at the
hospital and motivated the medical
staff and nurses.

Earlier, on June 21, Nadda had vis-
ited the Covid vaccination centre at
Ram Manohar Lohia hospital in
Delhi. Nadda has previously served
as Union Health Minister in the Modi
government.

Nadda slams Oppn for 'irresponsible'
remarks on record Covid vaccinations
Bharatiya Janata Party
National President JP
Nadda launched a
scathing attack on the
'irresponsible' and
'laughable' remarks
made by opposition par-
ties, calling the Covid-19
vaccination campaign in
the country the world's
largest and fastest-mov-
ing health drive.

Kolkata|Agencies

After Partha Chatterjee,
another Bengal minis-
ter - Manas Ranjan

Bhuniya was interrogated by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for his
alleged involvement in the I-
Core multi-crore ponzi scam
on Monday.

The probe agency went to
his office and interrogated
him for nearly two hours.

The minister who was
summoned by the agency to
be present before the investi-
gators had informed the CBI
that he was unable to go
because he was busy han-

dling the flood situation in
the state. The agency then
decided to go to his office
and interrogate him.

A three-member team of
the economic offences wing
of the CBI interrogated
Bhunia, the minister for
water resources and develop-
ment, in his office here.
Sources in the agency said
that Bhuniya was interrogat-
ed because he was found in
several functions of the
group. "We would like to
know whether there were any
financial transactions
between the group and the
minister," one of the CBI offi-
cers said. Earlier, the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had also served a notice
to the minister in the same
ponzi scam. Like Saradha
and Rose Valley chit fund
companies, I-Core raised
money from the public by
several fraudulent schemes
floated by it.The CBI had on
September 13 questioned
state Industry Minister
Partha Chatterjee in connec-
tion with its probe into the I-
Core chit fund scam case.

The central agency had
taken over the investigation
of Saradha and other ponzi
scam cases on the orders of
the Supreme Court on May 9,
2014.

Another Bengal minister quizzed
by CBI in I-Core ponzi scam

Bengaluru|Agencies

Karnataka Congress leaders after staging a bul-
lock cart procession against the price hike a
week ago, bicycled to Vidhana Soudha on

Monday to attend the legislative session. The
Congress demanded a minimum of 20 per cent
reduction in prices of daily commodities and fuel.

The bicycle ride began from the party headquar-
ters in the city. State Congress President D.K.
Shivakumar and Opposition leader Siddaramaiah
rode bicycles and led a huge group to reach
Legislative Assembly.

Siddaramaiah while speaking to the media said
that they are trying to get the attention of the ruling
Central and state governments on the issue of price
rise by organising bullock cart and bicycle rallies.

The Central government is not responding. The
LPG gas cylinder cost Rs 590 in 2020. Now it has
reached Rs 922. The subsidy to LPG has also been
stopped. The Central government blames the

Congress party that it had taken loans of Rs 1.40
lakh crore. Yes, it is true. But, what happened to Rs
23 lakh crore tax collections last year. Why are

prices not coming down," he asked.
Shivakumar said, "The ruling BJP has not

increased salaries and pensions, though interna-
tional oil market prices are low, the price of petrol,
diesel and LPG have been hiked. People are forced
to sell their precious belongings to live."

"The BJP did not give money to the Covid victims
and did not even sympathise with families. I urge
the people not to tolerate this. We are up against
this government and you should overthrow this BJP
government," he said.

"The BJP has mocked us for bullock cart and
bicycle rallies. They suggested we come to the ses-
sion by walking, we will also do that," he said.

The issue of price rise is likely to heat up in the
Assembly as both Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar vowed to raise it when the government
gives answers on the submissions made by them in
the Assembly.

K'taka Cong leaders ride bicycles to Assembly to protest price rise

Ahmedabad/Hyderabad:
AIMIM president

Asaduddin Owaisi on
Monday was denied permis-
sion to meet former MP Atiq
Ahmad in Sabarmati Central
Prison, Ahmedabad.

The Hyderabad MP along
with some party leaders
reached Ahmedabad on
Monday morning but Gujarat
prison authorities denied
him permission to meet
Ahmad, who recently joined
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM).

AIMIM sources said in
Hyderabad that Owaisi was
scheduled to reach
Sabarmati Central Prison to
meet Atiq Ahmad at 11 a.m.

The permission for meet-
ing was denied in the last
minute by SP Central Prison
citing Covid-19 pandemic,
they said. waisi was accom-
panied by Aurangabad MP
Imtiyaz Jaleel, Gujarat state
unit chief Sabir Kabliwala
and former mayor of Greater
Hyderabad and AIMIM
incharge for Uttar Pradesh
Majid Hussain.

Atiq Ahmad's wife Shaista
Parveen joined AIMIM early
this month in Lucknow in the
presence of Owaisi. The for-

mer Samajwadi Party leader
also joined AIMIM in absen-
tia.Owaisi inducted Atiq
Ahmad and his wife claiming
that the SP and Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) used
Muslims as slaves in their
parties.

Defending his decision to
induct Ahmad, who has sev-
eral criminal cases lodged
against him, Owaisi also
asserted that even several BJP
leaders are facing several
cases.A five-time legislator
and one-time MP Atiq
Ahmad has more than 90
criminal cases, including
those of murders, abduc-
tions, illegal mining, extor-
tion, intimidation and fraud,
against him.

He was shifted to Gujarat
from Uttar Pradesh on the
Supreme Court's directions
in 2019.

Owaisi denied permission to meet
ex MP Atiq Ahmad in Guj jail
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The BJP leadership in
Karnataka and at the
Centre is upset over for-

mer Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa's comments
that Modi wave alone will not
win elections in the state,
party sources said.

Yediyurappa had stated on
Sunday while addressing a
working committee meeting
that the party workers should
not be under the illusion that
they can win elections using
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's name alone. And they
cannot rely on this factor
alone. "The party workers
should reach out to the peo-
ple with their development
work. The party should take
workers from oppressed
classes in confidence and
form booth-level teams," he
explained. Yediyurappa said
it is easy to win Lok Sabha
elections in the name of the
Prime Minister, but the real
test is to win upcoming
bypolls in two assembly con-
stituencies.

"No doubt the BJP will
come to power in the next
Lok Sabha elections in 2024
under the leadership ofPrime

Minister Modi. But, the party
should be strengthened to
ensure victories in all elec-
tions," he said.

However, the party leader-
ship is upset with these
remarks. "The issue has been
communicated to the high
command, they will take a
call," the sources in the party
said.However, on the other
hand BY Vijayendra has
remarked while answering
the question whether the
party has put brakes on state
tour plans of his father, he
said, "all brakes are in the
hands of my father.
Yediyurappa can apply
brakes whenever he wants."

The party insiders explain
that, after he was asked to
step down from the post of
Chief Minister, this is the first
time a bold statement has
come from Yediyurappa with
regard to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

BJP upset over Yediyurappa's
comments on Modi wave
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The National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights, on
Monday sent a notice to the Alwar

Superintendent of Police demanding a
detailed report on police action in the
case of a minor Dalit youth Yogesh
Jatav who was lynched to death in
Alwar after his bike hit a woman as he
attempted to save himself from a pot-
hole ahead. For this 'mistake', the furi-
ous mob beat him brutally on
September 15 due to which Yogesh
went into a coma.

The NCPCR has also demanded the
age proof of the victim and a detailed
report on the investigation carried out
in the case.

Yogesh, after being beaten with sticks
and rods, was rushed to a private hos-
pital and later was sent to Jaipur-based
SMS hospital where he succumbed to
his injuries after battling for life for
three days. He took his last breath on
Saturday. On Sunday, villagers staged a
massive protest by placing his body on
the Alwar-Bharatpur road from around
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. demanding the quick
arrest of the people who beat him.
However, after persuasion by the
administration, they ended their agita-
tion and cremated the body.

The villagers have told the adminis-
tration that their anger has not yet sub-

sided and that the police should imme-
diately arrest those responsible.
Financial assistance has also been
demanded for the maintenance of the
family. The victim's family filed a com-
plaint on September 16 and a case was
registered against six people.

Yogesh's father, in his complaint said
that his son was surrounded by Rashid,
Sajeet Pathan, Mubina and four other
people who accused him of hitting
'their' girl. Soon after, they started
beating him with sticks and rods.
Blood started oozing out from Yogesh's
ear and he was critically injured in the
mob attack. He was rushed to a private
hospital in Alwar, from where he was

referred to Jaipur. He passed away on
18 September in Jaipur SMS Hospital.
The body was handed over to the rela-
tives after postmortem on September
19. On Sunday, the aggrieved relatives
blocked the Alwar-Bharatpur road
protesting against the incident. BJP
state chief Satish Poonia has con-
demned the incident and raised ques-
tions about the law and order situation
in the state. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Rajsamand, he said "Rajasthan
once again has been ashamed. The
brutal way in which 17 year old Yogesh
Jatav has been mobbed to death proves
the breakdown of law and order in the
state.

NCPCR sends notice to police over

lynching of Dalit youth in Alwar
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that till now
the state government's top

priority was to deal with corona
infection. With the cooperation of
administrative officers, public repre-
sentatives and public, we have been
successful in controlling corona in
the state. For this all the administra-
tive staff deserves congratulations.
The state has to be established as a
model of Suraj. After the control of
Corona, now we have to come in full
form once again for development,
public welfare and completion of
construction works in time-limit.
Suraj means getting people's work
done without giving and without
delay. Suraj means development
work should be completed with
quality, substandard work will not
be tolerated. The public darshan has
started in the state and now I will
start the surprise inspection soon.
We will have zero tolerance policy
on corruption. Strictest action will
be taken against the violators.
Chouhan was addressing the
Collector-Commissioners from
Mantralaya through video confer-
encing.

Chouhan directed that the collec-
tor should himself monitor the
major works in the districts. The
name of Atal Expressway will now be
Atal Pragati-Way. Chief Minister said
that a campaign for purification of
revenue records would be launched
in the state from November 1 to 15.

Whatever pendency is there in the
revenue record will be abolished.
Tribes pride day is on November 15
in the state, revenue purification
campaign will be completed on the
birthday of Lord Birsa Munda.

Chouhan said that monitoring
will be done every month in the CM
Helpline. Public hearing will start in
the state from September 21. As
before, from 11 am to 12 noon, the
Collector-Commissioner and offi-
cers of all departments will meet the
public and know their problems.
One day i.e. One-Day Governance
will also start. If the application is
made in the morning in the identi-
fied services, it will be resolved by
evening.

Chouhan said that the first dose of
vaccination has been administered
to 80 percent of the eligible popula-

tion of the state, which is a big
achievement in the country. By
engaging the public, we were able to
control Kovid-19. This big goal of
vaccination has also been achieved
through public participation. The
model of public participation will be
implemented in other areas as well.
Chief Minister appreciated the
action taken by the administration
in dealing with the floods and relief
works in Gwalior-Chambal division.
Chouhan said that the effect of
dengue is increasing in the state.
The guideline has been issued by
the Government of India. Low blood
platelets can lead to life-threatening
complications. We will not allow the
disease to spread. Anti-larva activi-
ties will be carried out at each level
by involving the administrative staff,
public representatives and the pub-

lic.
Chouhan said that continuous

action should be taken against ille-
gal liquor. To strengthen the village
level intelligence network to control
illicit liquor and narcotics. Police
officers ensure field visits and
inspections of police stations. Peace
committee meetings at police sta-
tions and implementation of the
concept of community policing
must be done. Chief Minister said
that WhatsApp policing will not
work. To the wicked, it is necessary
to behave like a thunderbolt and for
a good person as a flower. Our aim is
to give relief to the people. Chouhan
said that it is necessary to zero in on
black marketing of ration, stop adul-
teration and control chit fund com-
panies.Chouhan said that there is a
need to be aware of atrocities on
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and weaker sections. In this direc-
tion Collector, S.P. Be extra careful.
There should be an image that the
police will not spare the wrongdoers. 

Chouhan said that a system
should be established to reward the
officers who are doing good work.
Excellence needs to be recorded on
record. Collector, SP Along with this,
there should be a system of reward-
ing the officers of the field level.
Such officers should be honored on
the occasion of Madhya Pradesh's
foundation day. Also, in respect of
the officers whose performance is
not good, the note should be record-
ed in the record.

SURAJ MEANS PEOPLE'S WORK SHOULD BE DONE
WITHOUT GIVING AND WITHOUT DELAY: CM 
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Senior BJP leader Uma Bharti, in a series
of controversial comments undermining
the bureaucracy, has said that officials

are around only "to pick up our slippers" and
have "no standing (aukat)".

The video of her comment has been widely
shared since Saturday and following a back-
lash, she apologised for her "intemperate"
language.

"Bureaucracy is nothing. Bureaucracy is
there to pick up chappals (slippers). It picks
up our slippers. We only allow that," the for-
mer Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister and ex
Union Minister bragged at an event.

"You think bureaucrats control politicians?
No. First there are discussions in private and
then the bureaucracy prepares a file and gets
it. Ask me - for 11 years I have been Union
Minister and chief minister. First we have a
discussion and then the file is processed. It's
all nonsense that bureaucracy controls the
politicians. They can't... what is their stand-
ing? We are giving them a salary, we are giving
them postings, we are giving them promo-
tions and demotion - what can they do? The
truth is we use them for our politics," said the
saffron-robed politician.

Uma Bharti, 62, made the comments before
an OBC (Other Backward Classes) delegation
that visited her at her home in Bhopal on
Saturday. The group reportedly raised their
demand for a caste-based census and quota
in private jobs, and threatened protests if the
Madhya Pradesh BJP government did not
decide quickly. The opposition Congress

called the comments shameful and demand-
ed a clarification. "Will Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan clarify whether bureaucrats
actually pick up slippers of politicians,"
Congress leader KK Mishra demanded. The
clarification came on Monday evening. In a
series of tweets, she wrote in Hindi: "The day
before yesterday at my residence in Bhopal, I
met a delegation of backward classes. This
meeting was not a formal one. The video of
that entire conversation has gone viral in the
media. I am thankful to the media that they
showed my complete video because I was
speaking in defence of bureaucracy." "Some
of us leaders - the incompetent ones sitting in
power - take the guise of bureaucracy to avoid
their inefficiency that 'we are very good but
bureaucracy does not allow us to do good
work'. Whereas the truth is that honest
bureaucracy supports a strong, true and well-
intentioned leader sitting in power. This is my
experience," she said. "I am sorry, I used
intemperate language when my expressions
were good. I learned this lesson from today
that moderate language should be used even
in informal conversations between limited
people," Bharti said.

Bureaucrats Around "To Pick
Our Slippers:" Uma Bharti 

"Bureaucracy is nothing. Bureaucracy is there to pick up chappals (slip-
pers). It picks up our slippers. We only allow that," former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Uma Bharti bragged at an event.
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Most of the 4,000-plus chil-
dren in the state have lost
their fathers during Covid

pandemic. And a majority of chil-
dren are girls.

This has been revealed in a survey
conducted by Madhya Pradesh
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (MPCPCR). The Commission
has, so far, collected data on such

children from 42 districts in the
state. The survey is on in the
remaining 10 districts. Once all the
data is in, the total number may
cross 5,000.

The highest number of such chil-
dren has been reported from
Balaghat district, where around
1,100 kids have lost one of their par-
ents between March 1, 2020, till
date. Of them, 650 have lost their
fathers and 450 their mothers. Data
from other districts is also same. In
Dhar, of the 577 children, 293 are
girls and 284 are boys. The dead
include 238 fathers and 74 mothers.
In Betul, 240 fathers and 60 mothers
have died. They were parents of 310
girls and 282 boys.Ujjain, 72 moth-
ers and 262 fathers have died. Of the

600 affected children, 321 are girls.
In Khandwa, the number of dead
fathers is 161 and of dead mothers is
34. Here, 434 children have lost
either of their parents.

In Bhopal, 288 children have lost
either of their parents. Of them, 163
are girls and 125 are boys. Of the
dead parents, 115 were fathers and
just 34 were mothers. Though the
state government has announced Rs
5,000 monthly pension to each
Covid orphan besides free educa-
tion and free monthly ration supply,
there is no provision to help chil-
dren who have lost one of their par-
ents, especially the bread-winner,
during pandemic. Commission
member Brajesh Chauhan told Free
Press that during the exercise to

identify Covid orphans, many cases
of children who had lost one of their
parents came to light. The
Commission then decided to collect
data on children who have lost
either their mothers or fathers dur-
ing pandemic.

Chauhan said WCD has a scheme
called Foster Care for providing an
assistance of Rs 2,000 per month to
children from families of humble
means. But due to lack of budget, a
very small number of children are
benefitting from it.

He said that children with single
parents also deserve help. "We will
write to the government to extend
assistance to them either as monthly
pension or free education," he said.

Over 4,000 children lost one parent during
Covid: survey by child rights body

Deceased are mostly
fathers and most sur-
vivors are daughters. The
highest number of such
children has been report-
ed from Balaghat district.

CM CONDOLES THE
UNTIMELY DEATH
OF CHILDREN 

Bhopal:Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has expressed grief over
the untimely death of 4
children in a pond near
Van Khandeshwar in
Mehgaon of Bhind dis-
trict. Chouhan has given
instructions to the dis-
trict administration for
financial assistance to
the affected families.
Chief Minister has also
expressed grief over the
untimely death of three
children due to drown-
ing in a similar incident
in Satna district.
Instructions have been
given to provide finan-
cial assistance to the
families affected by the
incident.
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State government has
decided to allot land and
provide other facilities to

pottery workers from Khurja
and makers of decorative items
from Moradabad, said officials.

A delegation of potters from
Khurja and makers of decora-
tive items from Moradabad

met chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Monday.
The delegation expressed
desire to establish manufactur-
ing units in Madhya Pradesh.

The chief minister assured
them to provide land and as
many facilities as possible. He
said government can provide
them land in Acharpura in
Bhopal district.A delegation of
exporters of decorative items
made from stone, metal, wood
and fabric were in state capital
on Monday. Members of dele-
gation said that if such units
are established in Madhya
Pradesh, then it can generate
employment for about 3,000
people. They had also brought
decorative items with them,
which chief minister 
appreciated.

State Govt to provide land
and aid to pottery workers 

The chief minister
assured them to
provide land and as
many facilities as
possible. He said
government can pro-
vide them land in
Acharpura in Bhopal
district.
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Government schools in
Madhya Pradesh will
now have dining

tables installed on their
premises for students, who
earlier sat on the
ground/mats, to have their
mid-day meals. The govern-
ment has launched a scheme
for the same and will estab-
lish the first one in the state's
Guna district. Rural
Development Minister

Mahendra Singh Sisodia was
the person behind this idea.
Late year, he had mentioned
setting up benches for meals
that can also be used for
classes. He said it was the
best way to serve meals in a
dignified manner and not
have students sit on tarpaulin
sheets for meals.

It will also raise school
standards and help students
to have well-groomed per-
sonalities, he added. The
authorities will also teach the
students the primary use of
cutleries, napkins, etc., along
with a brief set of instructions
when the meals are served.
So far, 20 schools have been
covered, out of the govern-
ment's target of 100 schools
under 80-gram panchayats.
They will be made of cement
and concrete, and the surface
is out of stones and granites.
A sum of ? 50,000 is allocated
to each school and is being
carried out under MGNRE-
GA.

Midday Meals Will Now Be
Served On Dining Tables 
They will be made
of cement and
concrete, and the
surface is out of
stones and gran-
ites. A sum of ?
50,000 is allocated
to each school
and is being car-
ried out under
MGNREGA.

CM PLANTED
SAPTAPARNI SAPLING 

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan planted a Saptaparni sapling at
Smart Park located in Shyamla Hills.
Saptaparni is an evergreen medicinal tree
which has immense importance in
Ayurveda.
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Under the Latest and
popular online series
of Indira Gandhi

Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya entitled
'Exhibit of the Week' the
"KAPDAGANDA" A presti-
gious hand-woven shawl
collected from 2019 is at the
display. The Community of
Dongria Kondh Rayagada,
Odisha. It's Measurement
Length - 162cm., Width - 80
cm displayed in the audi-
ence as the third Exhibit of
the month of September,
2021 through official web-
site, Facebook, Instagram
and twitter page of the
IGRMS.  

In this regard Praveen

Kumar Mishra, Director,
IGRMS said that
Kapdaganda is a prestigious
hand-woven shawl of
Dongria Kondh tribe which
symbolizes their rich her-
itage, culture, and ethnic
identity. It is mostly woven
by the unmarried
girls/spinsters, which tells
about their skilled needle-
work. They embroidered
this shawl to gift their
beloved ones as a token of
love. It is also presented by
them to their brother or
father as a symbol of affec-
tion. The off-white coarse
fabric used as raw material
is procured from the dom
community by bartering
harvested crops. The

designs are embroidered on
the cloth with the help of a
needle by using colourful
threads. Earlier they used to
prepare the colours from
leaves and flowers like
turmeric, bean leaves, wild
seeds to colour yellow,
green, and red respectively.
To prevent the colour from
fading they used to boil the
banana flower in water and
dip the coloured threads in
it. They used red, green,
yellow to depict the linkage
with the environment, their
occupation, age old human
sacrifices and deep cultural
value of their community.
Yellow stands for peace,
smile, togetherness, health,
and happiness. It is also

regarded as a sign of auspi-
ciousness, and it also repre-
sents the origin of the
Kondh. Green symbolizes
their fertile mountains and
hills, prosperity, and devel-
opment of their communi-
ty. Red is the symbol of
blood, energy, power, and
revenge. It also signifies
appeasing deities by offer-
ing/sacrifices. The hand-
woven motifs in the shawl
are mainly different types of
lines and triangular shapes
that reflect the importance
of mountains for their com-
munity. Kapdaganda is
used by the Dongria Kondh
to wear as a stall during
marriages and festive occa-
sions.

"KAPDAGANDA" is third Exhibit
of the Week at IGRMS 

CM TO GIVE
SCHOLARSHIP TO
LADLI LAXMIS

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will give Rs 21 crore
scholarship to 75 thousand 961 girls
under Ladli Laxmi Yojna in Pandhana
of Khandwa district and maternity
assistance amount of Rs 5 crore to 25
thousand pregnant and lactating
mothers under Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana on 21st
September during Jan-Kalyan and
Suraj Abhiyan. In this state level pro-
gramme, he will also dedicate newly
constructed buildings of 103
Anganwadi centres in 32 districts and
10 thousand poshan vatikas (nutri-
tion gardens) in 52 districts. Along
with this, nutrition rights information
sheets will also be given to the moth-
ers of 10 thousand children who have
come under normal nutrition catego-
ry from severely malnourished in 22
districts. In the programme, Chouhan
will also interact with the beneficiar-
ies. The programme will be telecast
live on Doordarshan and various
social media platforms.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan paid obeisance to
Pandit Shriram Sharma on his Jayanti. Chouhan garlanded
Pandit Sharma's portrait at the auditorium in his residence

and paid tributes.
Pandit Shriram Sharma was a learned saint of India who found-

ed the Akhil Vishwa Gayatri Parivar. He dedicated his life for the
betterment of the society and for cultural and character upliftment.
By synergizing modern and ancient science and religion, he
worked to awaken the spiritual consciousness, so that the chal-
lenges of the present times could be met.

His personality was a combination of a saint, a spiritualist, a yogi,
a philosopher, a psychologist, a writer, a reformer, a sage and a seer.

Pandit Shriram Sharma Acharya was born on 20 September 1911
in Awalkheda village of Agra district in Uttar Pradesh. His inclina-
tion towards spiritual practice was apparent in his childhood, when
he used to teach small children about adopting culture along with
school education sitting under huge mango trees.

About three thousand small booklets of Pandit Sharma Acharya
have been published. Through about five thousand lectures, Pandit
Sharma Acharya gave his message to crores of people. The message
of Pandit Shri Ram Sharma Acharya is broadcast regularly in
Shantikunj, Haridwar even today. Gayatri Parivar has assumed a

very big form. There are lakhs of followers of Acharya ji in Madhya
Pradesh too.

Pandit Shriram Sharma died on 2 June, 1990. In 1991, the
Government of India issued a postage stamp in his memory.

CM CHOUHAN PAID OBEISANCE TO PT. SHRIRAM SHARMA 



It is going to be a crucial week for
Nagaland. A former top level Intelligence
Bureau sleuth, AK Mishra, has landed in

Dimapur. He has not been named as peace
interlocutor for Naga talks officially but for
all practical purposes, he is the one. At least,
he would be the go-between kind of person.

The Centre has moved Nagaland
Governor RN Ravi to Tamil Nadu in the same
gubernatorial position. Like Mishra, Ravi too
is a former top ranking IB official and was
handpicked by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and National Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval to be peace interlocutor for Naga
peace parleys since 2014. From the begin-
ning, the NSCN(IM) has had an issue with
Ravi. Prior to his appointment as interlocu-
tor, in 2013, he had provoked anguish from
the militant camp for penning a newspaper
article.

He had written: "Over 1,800 Nagas have
been killed in some 3,000 fratricidal clashes
since the beginning of the 'ceasefire' (1997-
2013). Contrast it with the violence during
the 17 years preceding the 'ceasefire' (1980-
96) that took a toll of some 940 Naga lives in
1,125 clashes mostly with the security forces
.....The irony is underscored by the fact that
while the security forces and the NSCN(IM)
have been at mutual 'peace' during the
'ceasefire', twice as many Nagas have died,
killing one another in some 300 per cent
escalation in fratricidal violence.

"The vector of violence has turned inward
with a vengeance, from between the security
forces and the Naga militias to the one
among the Nagas themselves. Some in New
Delhi gleefully chuckle at their remarkable
feat of trapping the 'belligerent' Nagas in this
vicious cycle of fratricidal killings."

Predictably, Ravi's candid and 'bitter way'
of speaking stuck even when he became
Governor of Nagaland and held the post of
interlocutor. Therefore, he had issues with
the incumbent Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.
But subsequently, Ravi did his part pretty
well and ensured the Framework Agreement
with NSCN(IM) in August 2015 and a similar
Preamble Agreement with seven militant
groups, the Naga National Political Groups
or NNPGs in November 2017.

Talks progressed well and the Modi gov-
ernment was hopeful of a final peace pact by
October 2019. The timetable was set by Delhi
mandarins and it was done deliberately so

that the Modi government had a major
achievement to cite within weeks of their
major decision to abrogate Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

First, objections came from BJP-ruled
Manipur as the apprehension was that the
Centre was giving in to the bargain of the
NSCN(IM) and all that would not be in the
interest of Meitei Manipuris and mostly
Hindus in the Imphal valley and adjoining
regions. Home Minister Amit Shah vetoed
the deal and said through a PIB release that
three adjoining states of Manipur, Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh would be taken on
board as Nagas also reside in these states.

The real trouble is in Manipur, where the
hilly region in and around Ukhrul district is
actually the home district of Tangkhul Nagas.
NSCN(IM) chief and general secretary
Thuingaleng Muivah is a Tangkhul himself.
The NSCN(IM) has a significant number of
Tangkhul foot soldiers and leaders and gen-
erals. The NSCN(IM) brass, VS Atem, Apam
Muivah and Anthony Ningkhan Shimray are
all Tangkhuls. In fact, the new 'military chief'
Anthony Shimray, had also spent almost six
years in Delhi's Tihar jail on charge of gun-
running in 2010.

For a longtime, the NSCN(IM) dominated
the Naga insurgency scenario and the group
also committed themselves to greater
Nagaland -- encompassing the three neigh-
bouring states and also parts of Myanmar.
This is what they say -- the Naga Contiguous
areas but due to all practical purposes, the
Government of India is unable to concede
this demand. In Manipur, the rise and
importance given to Muivah and NSCN(IM)
is directly seen as a threat to territorial inte-
gration of the existing Manipur state. In the
meantime, some of Muivah's colleagues

came out and said groups 'operating in
Nagaland' would be too keen to sign a peace
pact. This group is led by N Kitovi Zhimomi,
a Sema Naga.

Details are not known and are not trans-
parently declared, but the NNPG of seven
Naga groups under soft spoken convener
Kitovi Zhimomi had made 'substantial
progress' in parleys with the then interlocu-
tor and former Governor R.N. Ravi. Now the
challenge before the Centre and the new
negotiator -- if A.K. Mishra is taken as one --
is to strike the right balance. Hence, Mishra's
job in the next few days would not be easy
either. The solution to the Naga political
problem has a direct bearing on the corri-
dors of power in Kohima and these obviously
are linked to 'loaves' of profitability. Hence
all eyes are on how Mishra and ultimately
the Government of India takes everyone
along. On September 18, all 60 legislators
under Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio decided to
form the United Democratic Alliance and
there would be no opposition in the state
assembly. The move, they say, is to facilitate
a final peace accord that is 'inclusive' and
acceptance and honourable to all. All these
'three words' coming together is a tough
proposition and here comes the persuasive
skills of the central leadership.

Replacing Ravi, the incumbent Assam
Governor Jagdish Mukhi took additional
charge of Nagaland on Friday, Sep 17. In his
inaugural message, Mukhi said, "....soon we
will have a comprehensive and inclusive
solution to the Naga political issue ensuring
utmost honour and dignity to the Naga peo-
ple". Sources in the govern-
ment say by replacing Ravi,
the Centre has tried to give a
clear message to the

NSCN(IM) to give up its twin demands of
Flag and a separate Constitution. Jingoism
would not work and hence it is time to be
pragmatic. In his departure message to the
Naga people and especially the youth, Ravi
urged them to build 'Nagaland of your
dreams' and be ready to accept peace and
truth instead of deceit and violence. All these
boil down to one simple refrain that Mishra
will have to do a delicate tightrope walk.

Officially, Nagaland Home Commissioner
Abhijit Sinha in a notification designated AK
Mishra as a 'state guest' and maintained that
he would be parked in Dimapur till
September 23. The first meeting is slated for
September 20 with NSCN(IM). Officials say
Muivah himself will lead his delegation. Half
the things could be clear on that day.

The meeting with NNPGs would be more
or less on expected lines and a formality as
they have clarified that they do not insist on
contentious demands for Flag and
Constitution. Now, common citizens in
Nagaland are skeptical about the whole sce-
nario. All these talks are being carried out on
the backdrop of the cease-fire between the
Indian army and militants. These cease-fires
are also reviewed by security agencies, forces
and the leaders concerned of militant
groups.

The Modi government's handling of
Kashmir is fresh in people's minds. Such a
strategy tried in August 2018 has given an
impression to many that when the time
comes, the dispensation in Delhi could act
decisively and be tough. In 2019 in Kashmir,
even the Internet was banned and some top
leaders were arrested or put on under obser-
vation for months.

No parallel can be drawn between the
insurgencies in two states and regions as var-
ied as Kashmir in north India and the wilds
of the Naga hills in the Northeast. But in any
given case, what is important is what people
want. The Nagas are certainly clamoring for
peace.And the peace parleys that com-
menced in 1997 have come a long way.

Going back to the jungles should not be an
option in Circa 2021. That could well turn
out to be similar to the Afghanistan fiasco --
only the scale would be different.
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It took four years and eights months for the
Congress to figure that Amarinder Singh is
disconnected with the electorate and legis-

lators, that governance in Punjab is a failure,
and that Dalits may need to be empowered by
offering high public office. As early as in 2017,
soon after the Congress swept the polls win-
ning 77 out of 117 seats, 33 legislators had
written a letter to Singh demanding action in
drugs cases. It was ignored and later, MLAs
began to complain that the CM had become
inaccessible and a course correction was neces-
sary to address public grievances. It is only in
the past five months that the party woke up to
the fact that one of the three big states where it
runs a government may be slipping from its
hold. With dissenting voices increasing by the
day, the Congress was compelled to look
beyond Singh, its tallest leader in Punjab -
Singh resigned on Saturday and on Sunday,
the party chose Charanjit Singh Channi as
Captain's replacement. The burden of winning
the elections is now on Channi, who has four
months to prove his leadership credentials.
Channi, the first Dalit  sworn in as CM of
Punjab, a state where Dalits constitute at least
32 per cent of the population. On paper, it is an
astute move by the Congress for he ticks the
religion and caste boxes and has experience in
government.  The crises in industry, education,
agriculture called for state intervention, which
the Congress had outlined during the 2017
campaign. The high command, perhaps
intimidated by Singh's stature and refusal to
play ball, preferred to kick the can down the
road to the state leadership, which was even
less inclined to call the CM to account. Clearly,
the internal checks and balances of the party
had failed in gauging the crisis. The high com-
mand, instead of calling its CM's attention to
the governance crisis, sought to undermine his
leadership by appointing Navjot Singh
Siddhu, who had fallen out with Singh, as
party chief. Channi now has to put the govern-
ment back on the rails and find backing from
a faction-ridden party with ambitious leaders.

CHANNI HAS FOUR MONTHS TO REVIVE GOVERNANCE,
LEAD A DIVIDED CONGRESS TO POLLS IN PUNJAB A WEEK AHEAD TO DECIDE 'FATE'

OF PEACE AND GUNS IN NAGALAND 

London|Agencies

UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has
unveiled plans to

tackle the country's long-
standing "North-South"
divide, appointing former
Bank of England chief
economist Andy Haldane
as chief of a Levelling Up
Taskforce.

The government depart-
ment in charge of the
agenda was also given a
new name -- the
Department for Levelling
Up, Housing and
Communities, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Downing Street said on
Sunday that it was part of
a government central mis-
sion to level up every part
of Britain in which
London and the south east
are seen as the wealthier
regions, compared to the
working class areas in the
north and central
England.

The initiative is also
seen as Johnson's way of
maintaining support for
his Conservative Party in
the so-called "Red Wall"
areas of northern England.

In the 2019 snap elec-
tion, these areas turned

their backs on supporting
the main opposition
Labour Party, which tradi-
tionally represents work-
ing-class families. he task-
force has been jointly
established by Johnson
and Michael Gove, who
was named just days ago
as the Secretary of State
for Levelling Up.

Gove will drive cross-
Whitehall efforts to deliver
a program of tangible
improvements in every
part of Britain as the
country rebuilds from the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
Downing Street added.

Johnson unveils mission to tackle
UK's 'North-South' divide

Paris|Agencies

France has rebuked Australia and
the US for "a major breach of trust
and contempt" in the submarine

row, following the decision to recall its
Ambassadors from the two countries.

Speaking to France 2 television,
Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs
Jean-Yves Le Drian said the withdrawal
of the Ambassadors, for the first time in
France's history vis-a-vis the two coun-
tries, was a "very symbolic" act reflecting
"a grave crisis between us", reports
Xinhua news agency.

"There has been lying, duplicity, a
major breach of trust and contempt," he
said, adding the consequences could
impact strategic relations within NATO.

"NATO initiated a discussion of its
concept," said Le Drian.

"The next NATO summit in Madrid
will work on a new strategic concept.
Obviously what has just happened will
be of relevance to this definition."

France would make a priority devel-
oping an EU security strategy when it
takes on the bloc's presidency at the
start of 2022, he added.

Under the new security partnership
unveiled on September 15between
Australia, the UK and the US, known as
'AUKUS', Canberra will build nuclear-

powered submarines with American
and British technology.

On September 16, Australia
announced it would scrap the deal with
France signed in 2016 to purchase 12
conventional diesel-electric submarines.

n response, Le Drian called the trilat-

eral move a "stab in the back".
On September 17, France recalled its

Ambassadors to the US and Australia,
and said the "exceptional decision is jus-
tified by the exceptional seriousness" of
the AUKUS announcements.

France rebukes Australia,
US over submarine row

Moscow|Agencies

At least eight people were killed and 24
others injured on Monday after a gun-
man opened fire at the premises of

Russia's Perm State University, authorities
said, adding that the perpetrator is a student
and has been apprehended.

According to the Health Ministry, of the 24
injured, 19 had sustained gunshot wounds,
TASS News Agency reported.

The Ministry added that 25 medical teams
were currently working at the site.

According to the Russian Investigative
Committee, the student opened fire earlier in
the day at the university premises.

The shooter has been detained and authori-
ties have established his identity but were yet
to make it public. The Committee added that
the suspect sustained injuries as he tried to
resist while being apprehended. Meanwhile,
President Vladimir Putin has instructed Prime
Minister (Mikhail) Mishustin to send Minister
of Health Mikhail Murashko and Minister of
Science and Higher Education Valery Falkov to
the scene."The President conveys deep condo-

lences to those who lost their relatives and
friends as a result of this tragedy," a Kremlin
spokesman said. A law enforcement agency
source told TASS that during the shooting
some students locked themselves in universi-
ties auditoriums to hide from the attacker,
while others jumped out of the windows. The
source added that the perpetrator was armed
with 'traumatic' non-lethal weapon.Videos cir-
culating on social media shows students
throwing belongings out of windows from

buildings on campus before jumping to flee
the shooter, the BBC reported. One of the uni-
versity's professors, Ivan Pechishchev, told the
BBC he saw students running from a building,
and people jumping out of the second floor as
he went to class. he Perm State University, one
of the oldest in the Urals, is located around
1,300 km east of the capital, Moscow. Earlier
this year, a 19-year-old gunman opened fire in
his old school in the central Russian city of
Kazan, killing nine people.

8 DEAD, 24 INJURED IN RUSSIAN UNIVERSITY SHOOTING 
ALL INDIAN STUDENTS
SAFE, SAYS EMBASSY

Moscow:All Indian students at Russia's
Perm State University, where at least eight
people were killed and 24 others injured on
Monday as a gunman went on a rampage,
are safe, the Indian Embassy said.

"Shocked at horrific attack at Perm State
University in Russia; our deep condolences
for loss of life and best wishes for early
recovery of those injured. Embassy is in
touch with local authorities and the repre-
sentatives of Indian students. All Indian
students at Perm State Medical University
are safe," the Embassy said.

A recent batch of students for the Perm
State Medical University (2020-21) depart-
ed from New Delhi on August 29.

The university, one of the oldest in
Russia, is located in Perm, around 1,300 km
east of Moscow.

Seoul|Agencies

The North Korean Foreign
Ministry on Monday
slammed the US for

transferring the technology of
building nuclear-powered sub-
marines to Australia,
Pyongyang's state-run media
reported.

The state-run Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA)
quoted the chief of the Foreign
News Section of the
Department of Press and
Information of the Foreign
Ministry as saying that the US
decision was "extremely unde-
sirable and dangerous acts
which will upset the strategic
balance in the Asia-Pacific
region and trigger off a chain of
nuclear arms race".

The official noted that the
White House decision

"amounts to a stand that any
country can spread nuclear
technology if it is in its inter-
ests, and this shows that the
US is the chief culprit toppling
the international nuclear non-
proliferation system", reports
Xinhua news agency The offi-
cial further pointed out that
"the US double-dealing atti-
tude getting all the more pro-
nounced after the emergence
of the new administration
erodes the universally-accept-
ed international norm and
order and seriously threatens
the world peace and stability."

N Korea slams US' move to transfer
nuke-powered submarine tech to Aus

PAK TO JOIN UN CALL TO PREVENT
AFGHANISTAN'S COLLAPSE AT UNGA

Islamabad:Pakistan is gearing up to ramp up the
Kashmir dispute against India along with joining the United
Nations call for immediate intervention to prevent an
expected economic collapse of Afghanistan.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan is scheduled to vir-
tually address the 76th session of the UN General Assembly
on September 24.

Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi is in
New York and is expected to hold sideline meetings with his
counterparts from various countries.

Pakistan recently showcased its detailed case study and
presented it in the form of a fresh dossier on what it called
worsening situation in Jammu and Kashmir aka 'Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir' (IIOJK), showing
video interviews, intercepted call recordings and images, as
alleged proofs of India's 'continued violation of human
rights' since August 5, 2019.

It is expected that the same will also be brought forward
and mentioned in Imran Khan's address at the UNGA on
Friday. Pakistan's Ambassador and Permanent
Representative at the United Nations, Munir Akram,
revealed that the country's priorities at the UNGA would be
to promote own economic and social development in chal-
lenging times, To highlight concerns about IIOJK, strategy
for Afghanistan on how to ensure stability, peace, reconcili-
ation and revival of economy and highlight on security chal-
lenges Pakistan is facing, especially the re-emergence of
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). "We want the world to
realise that the threat to peace and security arising from this
situation," said Akram. "Our strategy is to see how to sta-
bilise Afghanistan, restore peace, promote reconciliation,
bring humanitarian help and revive the Afghan economy.
We will also address the issue of terrorism, particularly
TTP's activities," he added. Moreover, Qureshi will be meet-
ing with the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) con-
tact group on Jammu and Kashmir. He will also participate
in the UN Security Council reforms and other meetings on
climate crisis and energy issues.
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Team Absolute|Nagpur

The Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Centre has
effectively demolished

all apprehensions and ques-
tions pertaining to any per-
ceived threats to the Hindu
religion, dismissing them as
merely 'hypothetical' or
'imaginary'.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) headed by BJP
stalwart leader Amit Shah
has categorically stated that it
has no records or evidence
concerning any so-called
'threats' to Hindu religion, in
a recent RTI reply to Nagpur-
based activist Mohnish
Jabalpure.

In quite a brazen RTI
query on August 31,
Jabalpure had sought proof of
"threats to the 'Hindu reli-
gion' in the country" that the
MHA had in its possession.
After a month, the MHA's
CPIO (Internal Security) V.S.
Rana responded to the effect
that they are neither aware of
nor possess any evidence
suggesting alleged dangers to
'Hindu religion'.

The reply, bordering on
mild admonition, said that as
per the RTI Act rules, the
Public Information Officer
(PIOs) can only provide

information that is available
with them, or which is falling
within their jurisdiction.

However, since the Centre
has no records concerning
this, Rana contended that it
was not possible to satisfy the
'hypothetical' query of
Jabalpure and hence it was
treated as void. "This is the
first time a key functionary of
the MHA has said even any
query pertaining to 'threats to
Hindu religion' is imaginary
and admitted on record that
they have been no records to
support any such specula-
tion...," said Jabalpure.

Despite this, he said the
BJP and its affiliates, for vest-
ed political gains, continue to
foment a fear psychosis
among the majority Hindus
that their religion and reli-
gious identity are in grave
danger, he pointed out.

"The RSS's flagship prayer
in Sanskrit, 'Namaste Sada
Vatsale Matrabhume', refers

to saving Hindu religion and
Bharatmata, which is chant-
ed by all its activists across
the country daily twice,"
Jabalpure said.

He wondered how -- when
the Centre has confidently
assured that Hinduism is not
at any risk from any quarters
-- can the RSS drill such ideas
through a daily prayer into
the minds of its ordinary
swayamsevaks, and said he
plans to challenge it in the
court as it goes against the
tenets of Indian Constitution.

Nevertheless, Jabalpure
says he is "extremely grateful"
to the MHA officer Rana for
his clear-cut reply -- which
should bury all political con-
troversies on this sensitive
issue and spell relief to the
majority and minority com-
munities, whose leaders
seem to be pouncing at each
other's throats over 'illusory'
threats.

RTI: THREATS TO HINDUISM 'IMAGINARY:'
UNION HOME MINISTRY

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After receiving two warn-
ings that an arrest warrant
would be issued against

her, Bollywood actress Kangana
Ranaut finally appeared before
the Andheri Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court here on
Monday in the defamation case
filed by poet-lyricist Javed
Akhtar. She said she has lost
faith in the court and sought
that the case be transferred.

Simultaneously, she has filed
a counter-complaint against
Akhtar in the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
(CMM) court alleging 'criminal
intimidation' and 'extortion',
said her lawyer Rizwan
Siddiqui.

Siddiqui told IANS that both
the cases would now be heard
by the CMM as the actress has
lost 'faith' in Andheri
Metropolitan Magistrate R.R.
Khan.

Metropolitan magistrate
Khan was scheduled to hear
Akhtar's plea on Monday in
which he has accused Ranaut of

sullying his reputation by drag-
ging his name in Sushant Singh
Rajput's death case in an inter-
view with the Republic TV on
July 19, 2020.

Seeking the transfer, Siddiqui
argued on the need for her
appearance in a bailable, non-
cognisable and compoundable

offence, and since the court has
said on multiple occasions that
a warrant will be issued against
Ranaut, she is not comfortable
and has "lost faith" in the court.
Akhtar's lawyer Jay Bharadwaj
countered the argument, con-
tending that Ranaut comes up
with 'bizarre' reasons during

each hearing, after which the
magistrate adjourned the hear-
ing to November 15. After
allowing Ranaut the final
exemption from appearance on
September 14, the magistrate
had warned of issuing an arrest
warrant if she failed to honour
the summons (of February 1) at
the next hearing, which took
place on Monday.

In her counter-complaint
before the CMM court, Ranaut
has claimed that Akhtar called
her and her sister Rangoli
Chandel to his home with
malafide intentions and ulterior
motives during her row with
actor Hrithik Roshan, and crim-
inally intimated her to tender
an apology to Roshan.

Earlier this month, the
Bombay High Court had reject-
ed her plea to quash the pro-
ceedings before the Andheri
Metropolitan Court, while
observing that the (Magistrate)
has applied his mind and con-
sidered all aspects before sum-
moning the actress to the court
in the case filed by Akhtar.

Kangana claims she has no faith in court,
seeks transfer of defamation case

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Pornographic content case accused busi-
nessman Raj Kundra on Monday
secured bail at a surety of Rs 50,000 after

spending 60 days in jail.
The Mumbai Sessions Court granted bail to

Kundra and his co-accused Ryan Thorpe -
both nabbed on July 19 - six days after the
Mumbai Police Crime Branch on September
15 filed a 1,400-page supplementary charge
sheet naming them as among the prime
accused.

Soon afterwards, Kundra, the husband of
Bollywood actress Shilpa Shetty, and Thorpe
moved the Sessions Court for bail pointing
out that since the chargesheet has been filed,
it signals an end to the police investigations.

Moreover, arguing on grounds of parity,
they contended that after the first charge
sheet was filed against nine accused earlier,
eight were already enlarged on bail.

Kundra further stated that he was associat-
ed with the company which owned the apps
HotShot and Bollyfame for only 10 months
and remaining in jail exposed him to the risk

of Covid-19 infection.
The porn case was busted by Malwani

police in Malad west after raiding a bungalow
where the pornographic content was being
shot in a bungalow, and the FIR was lodged
on February 5, against five accused.

Later, after a five-month probe, Kundra and
Thorpe were also arrested and have remained
in police and judicial custody till date.

In its supplementary charge sheet, the
Mumbai Police have recorded Shilpa Shetty's
statement as one of the witnesses in the case.

Porn case: Raj Kundra gets

bail after 60 days' jail

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Days after the Income Tax Department
swooped down on Sonu Sood and his busi-
ness associates, the Bollywood actor came

out with a reaction here on Monday, devoid of any
reference to the action against him.

"You don't always have to tell your side of the
story. Time will," he said, starting philosophically
and ending poetically, with a dash of patriotism.

In a tangential reference to the Sood Charity
Foundation being targeted by the IT Department,
he declared: "Every rupee in my foundation is
awaiting its turn to save a precious life and reach
the needy. ... In addition, on many occasions, I have
encouraged brands to donate my endorsement fees

for humanitarian causes too, which keeps us
going."

Explaining his silence over the past days as IT
sleuths conducted searches in at least 28 premises
belonging to Sood and his business associates all

over India, sniffing for evidence of tax evasion, the
actor said: "I have been busy attending to a few
guests hence was unable to be at your service for
the last four days. Here I am back again in all
humility. At your humble service, for life."

Giving a poetic twist to his predicament, he
added: "Kar Bhalaa, Ho Bhalaa, Antt Bhale Ka
Bhalaa (be good, do good, the end is always good
for those who are good). My journey continues. Jai
Hind."

ood's reaction came after the IT Department
pointed the needle of suspicion - without naming
him - at alleged tax evasion of around Rs 20 crore
by him and other questionable deals with his busi-
ness partners pegged at another Rs 240 crore.

In an unusual official statement, the depart-
ment's list of questionable actions on the part of the
actor mentioned unutilised funds in the Sood
Charity Foundation, fake contracts and circular
transactions with his business partners-companies,
diversion of funds through ?bogus accommodation
entries' to evade taxes, and re-routing them back
for making financial investments or buying proper-
ty.

After IT raids, Sonu Sood defends
himself, albeit vaguely

Days after the Income Tax Department
swooped down on Sonu Sood and his
business associates, the Bollywood
actor came out with a reaction here on
Monday, devoid of any reference to the
action against him.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a measure that was likely to
help at least 180,000 junior cops,
Maharashtra director general of

police Sanjay Pandey on Sunday
ordered all police unit commanders
across the state to ensure that police-
men transferred to other districts get
paid their Transfer Travelling
Allowance immediately.

Transfer Travelling Allowance is a
support fund of maximum Rs 25,000,
given as advance to police officers
who are transferred to other districts.
Thousands of police personnel are

transferred during annual general
transfers every year but the fund to
ease their transfer burden is often
delayed, defeating its very purpose.

"It is observed that when an offi-
cer is transferred to another district
then he/she immediately requires
money to arrange accommodation,
manage children's school fees,
spend money on travelling, etc.
There is already a provision of
immediate sanctioning of advance
funds up to the limit of ?25,000 to a
police person so that he/she could
manage his/her transfer- related
expenses without any additional

financial burden. But the processing
of the said allowance generally takes
a longer time. And as a result, the
police personnel are forced to face
financial challenges," DGP Pandey's
order read.

Many police personnel don't even
apply for the allowance because of
the tedious process, said a senior
police officer, requesting anonymity.

Taking cognisance of the issue, the
top cop has now directed for its
immediate release to eligible per-
sonnel from the Police Welfare Fund.
The unit commanders have been
further directed to mention the

details of the sanctioned advance in
the last salary certificate of the said
police officer. The new unit com-
mander of the transferred police offi-
cer, in turn, has been directed to
deduct the sanctioned advance from
the cop's salary only after three
months, and in maximum 10 regular
installments.

"This is a positive directive issued
by the head of the force and will
prove beneficial for approximately
180,000-strong constabulary and
over 10,000 junior officers across the
state," said another officer, request-
ing not to be named.

Maharashtra top cop orders immediate
payment of transfer allowance

Many Maharashtra police personnel don't even apply for the transfer
allowance because of the tedious process, said a senior police officer,
requesting anonymity

Team Absolute|Mumbai

At least three boys
drowned and two were
rescued when they

were swept away in the
Versova Creek waters, the
BMC Disaster Control said
here on Monday.

The tragedy occurred late
on Sunday night when the

boys had gone for the
immersion of Lord Ganesh
idols marking the end of the
10-day long Ganeshotsav.

The local lifeguard and
Versova villagers managed to
rescue two boys from the
swirling creek waters before
the Mumbai Fire Brigade
reached and they were
rushed to the R.N. Cooper
Hospital at Juhu.

A massive aerial and
underwater search has been
launched for the missing trio
with help of Indian Navy
divers. The BMC and flood
rescuers teams used life
buoys, manilla rope, LED
lights and powerful jetty
floodlights to search out the
three boys who remain
untraced so far.

3 drown during Ganpati
immersion in Mumbai
The tragedy
occurred late on
Sunday night when
the boys had gone
for the immersion of
Lord Ganesh idols
marking the end of
the 10-day long
Ganeshotsav.

PIMPRI-CHINCHWAD MAYOR
INAUGURATES FIRST MODULAR
HOSPITAL OF MAHARASHTRA

Pune: Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation has sanctioned a total staff
strength of 60 to run the hospital that has 20
beds, of which eight are reserved for the ICU
unit.

The mayor of Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation (PCMC), Usha Dhore, inaugurat-
ed the Padmavati Hospital last week. The hos-
pital was set up as part of a joint collaboration
between the civic body and the Nuance India
Private Limited. Notably, it is the first modular
hospital in Maharashtra. A modular hospital
consists of independent container cabins that
can either function as standalone units or be
connected to a bigger facility.

The company donated Rs 2.5crore for the
construction of the hospital and the PCMC
earmarked land for the project at
Vadmukhwadi in Charoli. The project was
conceived and executed in three months'
time. Bhosari MLA Mahesh Landge also
helped in the execution of the project.

The hospital has 20 beds, of which eight are
reserved for the ICU unit. The PCMC has
sanctioned a total staff strength of 60 to run
the hospital.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

As India clocked over 2.50 crore vaccine doses on Friday,
Maharashtra had a moment to celebrate of its own. The
state crossed the milestone of two crore fully vaccinated

citizens. But with vaccinations picking up pace, Maharashtra is
focusing on those left behind. The vaccination drive on Friday -
a women's only vaccination day in the state - was organised in
Mumbai by the city's civic body, Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai (MCGM).

The special coronavirus vaccination drive saw vaccination at
all government and municipal vaccination centres. Women got
both first and second coronavirus doses to ensure that gender
parity is maintained when it comes to vaccination. "Data will
show you that more and more women are lagging behind in
India as far as vaccination drive in India is concerned. While the
vaccination drive is picking up women are being left far behind.
Over 52% men have got vaccinated in India while the number of
women is much lesser at 47%. It is imperative that government
intervenes to ensure that more women come forward and get
vaccinated. What keeps women behind is lack of access to tech-

nology because you have to register through an app and lack of
smartphones which bars them from accessing technology," Shiv
Sena Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka Chaturvedi told media persons.

The employment statistics also favour men, she said.
"Women are also getting left behind because there are not

enough women in workspaces. The BMC created an all-women
day when it comes to vaccination when we saw a large number
of women coming forward and getting vaccinated. I think it is
time we address this gender gap that prevails in vaccination. Till

we don't have equal participation of women in vaccination we
will be lagging behind in addressing the challenge that we face,"
Priyanka Chaturvedi added. On International Women's Day, the
Maharashtra government had set up five vaccination centres in
each district, dedicated solely to inoculate women. Mumbai has
continued that effort to ensure women get vaccinated.

Corporates are also now coming forward to join hands with
the government as it tries to address the poor vaccination rate
among women. Several vaccination centres have been set up by
corporates - including one at a school run by BMC in Worli -
vaccinated 2,000 women on the first day.

Aaditya Thackeray, who has been leading the anti-Covid
efforts in Mumbai, said that corporate houses have been part of
the vaccination drive from the very first day.

"Public-private partnership has existed from day 1 of Covid
and the corporates, who are residing in Mumbai and have their
industries in Maharashtra, have supported the state government
and the urban local bodies. This cooperation, without any barri-
ers, has helped us put up jumbo centres, procure medicines to
vaccination," Thackeray, who is state Environment and Tourism
Minister, said.

As India Clocks Record Vaccination, Maharashtra Pushes For Jabs For Women
Women got both first and second coronavirus doses to ensure that gender parity is 
maintained when it comes to vaccination.
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Korean pop band BTS are slat-
ed to perform at the U.N.'s
Sustainable Development

Goals event on Monday, reports
Billboard.com.

"Watch live as world leaders join
@antonioguterres & special guests
@BTS_twt at our SDG Moment
event to inspire action for the
#GlobalGoals & a better world for
everyone. Tune in here Monday,
20 September at 8am EST!," tweet-
ed the United Nations on Monday
morning.

Fellow K-pop superstars
Blackpink have also been named
as Sustainable Development Goals
Advocates, joining an illustrious
roster of advocates that include
actor Forest Whitaker, Norwegian
Prime Minister Erna Solberg,
human rights advocate Malala
Yousafzai, director/screenwriter
Richard Curtis (Bridget Jones'
Diary), youth activist Valentina
Mu?oz and teen climate activist
Greta Thunberg.

The U.N.'s Sustainable

Development Goals
are a "blueprint
for fighting
poverty and
hunger, con-
fronting the cli-
mate crisis,
achieving gender
equality and
much more,"
according to a
statement about
the SDG Moment
2021 movement.

Last week, BTS
tweeted about their
fight for one of the
Moment's goals, writ-
ing, "If we believe
there's hope, we will
find the way. We stand
against racial discrimi-
nation and hate speech.
Go to
https://bit.ly/Keeping-The-
Promise? to join us. Choose your
promise to help achieve the
#GlobalGoals. Let's do this togeth-
er."

The Korean girl pop band

Blackpink were appointed as
advocates for the U.N. Conference
on Climate Change in 2020.

In a statement about their goal
to encourage young people to take
climate action and bring positive
change to the world, Blackpink
said, "we truly believe in the

importance of
collective action. We
will only be able to
make a difference
when we come
together, for the
good of everyone.
Now is the time to
act for a safer tomorrow
and a better future.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Jessica Chastain was keen to work with filmmaker David O. Russell on his
2014 movie 'American Hustle' but she had a scheduling clash and was forced to
say no to the project, with the role eventually going to actress Jennifer Lawrence.

"There's so many parts where like, 'Oh, so-and-so is going to do this.' And then they
fell out. Or I was going to do this and I fell out, so then this person jumps in," Chastain

said on Josh Horowitz on his 'Happy Sad Confused' podcast."It happens all the time
and we never talk about it because you don't want the articles out there like,

'Imagine this person doing it.' I'll give you one. I love David O. Russell. Love, love,
love, and I've always wanted to work with him. And I got offered 'American
Hustle', the Jennifer Lawrence part.""I wanted to do it. It conflicted with Liv
Ullmann and 'Miss Julie'. I had been attached to that for a long time and I wor-

ship Liv Ullmann. So I had to say like, 'Sorry, there's conflict.' And it didn't
work out."Chastain jokingly said: "And it's good that movie didn't do

well."The actress went on to work with Liv again on her latest project
'Scenes From a Marriage' so she thinks things worked out for the

best, particularly because she did a great job playing Rosalyn
Rosenfeld, the wife of Christian Bale's conman character Irving

Rosenfeld, in 'American Hustle', reports femalefirst.co.uk.
She added: "That's why I

share that story, because
honestly, she's like a god-
dess to me and I worship
her. Everything happens
for a reason because
Jennifer was also way bet-
ter than I ever would've
been in that part."
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Elizabeth Banks

hollywood

EMMYS 2021 :

Kerry Washington pays tribute

to late Michael K. Williams

New York | Agencies

Kerry Washington paid tribute
to 'The Wire' actor and
'Lovecraft Country' star
Michael K. Williams while
presenting the supporting

actor in a drama series cate-
gory during the 73rd
Primetime Emmy Awards on
Sunday night reports The
Hollywood Reporter.During
her brief tribute,
Washington called Williams
a "brilliantly talented actor
and a generous human
being who has left us far
too soon."

"I know you're here
because you wouldn't
miss this. Your excellence,
your artistry will endure.
We love you," she
added.Nominated in the
supporting actor in a

drama category for his role
as Montrose Freeman in HBO's

'Lovecraft Country', the actor was considered
the frontrunner before his death earlier this
month at age 54. The win went to 'The
Crown's' Tobias Menzies.Ahead of the event,
Williams' 'The Wire' co-star Wendell Pierce
took to Twitter, writing, "Tonight at the
Emmys, I hope they honor my friend. God
Bless Michael K. Williams."During the show's
In-Memorium segment, a clip of Williams was
also featured of the late actor sharing his
stance on paying it forward to the actors who
follow him. "The only way for me to say thank
you is by making sure that the foundation that
I am standing on is strong enough to support
the next person that will stand on these two
shoulders," he said in the recorded clip.

The 'Lovecraft Country' star's nephew
Dominic Dupont - the subject of a Vice docu-
mentary that garnered Williams one of his four
prior Emmy nominations - had planned to
accept the award on his uncle's behalf.

Prior to Sunday's ceremony, an outpouring
of social media tributes followed the news of
Williams' death by members of the enter-
tainment industry.Williams' 'Lovecraft
Country' co-star Jurnee Smollett also
shared an emotional message on her
Instagram, reflecting on her time
working with her co-star and his
upcoming absence from Sunday's
ceremony."He was supposed to be
here with us this week in LA for the
Emmys," she wrote. "He was sup-
posed to see how big Hunter is, we
were gonna dance, celebrate, cry.
Instead our brother was laid to rest
today. I still can't make sense of
it. Perhaps it's selfish of me
to want to hold onto this
beautiful man that came
into my life & forever
changed it."

BRAD INGELSBY...YOU MADE
US ALL FEEL VALIDATED,
SAYS KATE WINSLET
Los Angeles| Agencies

Hollywood star Kate Winslet took
home the honour for lead actress in
a limited series at the 73rd Emmy

Award for her role as Detective Mare
Sheehan in 'Mare of Easttown'.

During her acceptance speech on
Sunday night, Winslet said: "I just
want to acknowledge my fellow

nominees in this decade that has
to be about women having each
other's backs. I support you, I
salute you. I'm proud of all of
you."'Mare of Easttown' seems,

I don't know, it is this cultural
moment and it brought people

together and gave them
something to talk about

other than a global
pandemic and I want

to thank everyone for
watching our
show."

The actress
added: "Brad
Ingelsby, you cre-
ated an middle
aged, imperfect,
flawed mother
and you made
us all feel vali-
dated, quite
honestly."

This win
marks Winslet's
first win in over

10 years. She last
won for 2011's "Mildred
Pierce".Winslet was also nomi-
nated as an executive produc-
er in the outstanding limited
or anthology series category.

Colman wins her first lead actress award for 'The Crown'

Olivia Colman has won her first
Emmy Award for lead actress in
a drama series for her portrayal

of Queen Elizabeth in Season 4 of 'The
Crown'. The actress said she loved
every second of it and cannot wait to
see what happens next.Colman's win is
a bit of an upset, as common wisdom
going into the Emmys favoured either
Colman's 'The Crown' co-star Emma
Corrin or 'Pose's' Mj Rodriguez, reports
variety.com.The actress herself
expressed surprise when she delivered
her speech at the London gathering for
'The Crown'."I would have put money
on that not happening," she said. "I

want to say thank you very
much for this, this is
amazing."Season 4 was
Colman's final turn play-
ing Queen Elizabeth.
Actress Imelda Staunton
will take over from her, as
Colman did from Claire
Foy, who originated the
role."I loved every sec-
ond of it, and I can't wait
to see what happens
next," Colman said. She
kept her remarks short, but she
did get choked up as she remembered
her father.

Jessica Chastain says she had to

give up role in 'American Hustle'

Kiss to unveil 45th anniversary
reissue of 'Destroyer' on Nov 19

New York | Agencies

American rock band Kiss have
announced the dates of releasing
the 45th anniversary reissue of their

album 'Destroyer'.The band announced
November 19 as the release date of the
album on their Twitter account.

"We are thrilled to celebrate the 45th
Ann. of Destroyer with a Super Deluxe
Edition out Nov 19! Includes 4-CD + Blu-
ray Audio box set as well as on standard
double black vinyl & limited edition yel-
low & red double colored vinyl, 2-CD set,
& digital," wrote the band.

The album, which was originally
released in 1976, was the first of the
band's albums to sell 1 million copies in
its first year: it's also the group's best sell-
ing studio album of all time.

Kiss was formed in New York City in
January 1973 by Paul Stanley, Gene
Simmons, Ace Frehley, and Peter Criss.
Well known for its members' face paint

and stage outfits, the group rose to
prominence in the midlate 1970s with its
shocking live performances, which fea-
tured fire breathing, blood-spitting,
smoking guitars, shooting rockets, levitat-
ing drum kits, and pyrotechnics.

The band has gone through several
lineup changes,

with Stanley
and

Simmons being the only members to fea-
ture in every lineup. The original and
best-known lineup consists of Stanley
(vocals and rhythm guitar), Simmons
(vocals and bass), Frehley (lead guitar
and vocals), and
Criss (drums and
vocals).

BTS to perform for
world leaders at UN
'Global Goals' event
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Abu Dhabi|Agencies

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
registered a comfortable
nine-wicket win over Royal

Challengers Bangalore (RCB) in
their first match of the UAE-leg of
the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2021 here on Monday.

With this stunning win, the Eoin
Morgan-led KKR rose to the fifth
spot in the points table. The Virat
Kohli-led side is still at third place
in the points tally and looking good
to qualify this year with six more
games in hand.

Varun Chakravarthy and Andre
Russell were the stars for KKR as
they scalped three wickets each
which helped restrict the batting-
heavy RCB to a paltry 92 runs in the
first innings.

Later, Shubman Gill and the sur-
prise-package Venkatesh Iyer bat-
ted superbly to gun down 93 with-
out much sweat. It was Iyer who
fearlessly took the attack early on to
the bowlers and Gill soon joined in
showing his flair. The latter played
some gorgeous strokes and
smacked a quick-fire 48 before get-
ting out with only 11 runs required.

Gill scored 48 off 34 balls before
losing his wicket to experienced
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal.
Whereas, Iyer hit 41 off 27 balls.

Earlier, Varun and Russell com-
bined forces to send RCB crashing
to 92 all out in 19 overs. Kolkata

were water-tight with their bowling,
hardly giving a lacklustre Bangalore
batting order, struggling to come to
terms with a two-paced pitch,
some breathing space. It is
Bangalore's sixth-lowest total in the
history of IPL. After electing to bat
first, Bangalore started off with cap-
tain Virat Kohli unleashing a lovely
punch on the up through covers off
Prasidh Krishna. But Krishna
fought back on the next ball, trap-
ping Kohli lbw with a delivery
which nipped back in and hit him
above the knee roll. Kohli (5) took
the DRS but couldn't turn the deci-
sion in his favour. Devdutt Padikkal

(22) looked in sublime touch with
well-timed boundaries. But Lockie
Ferguson sent him back on the last
ball of power-play, taking a thin
edge behind to keeper Dinesh
Karthik while playing the ramp
shot.

Debutant KS Bharat (16) tried to
break the shackles with a back-foot
pull off Andre Russell in the ninth
over. But with no timing on the
shot, the top-edge was grabbed by
Shubman Gill running in from
deep mid-wicket.

Bangalore's day went from bad
to worse as three balls later, Russell
took out AB de Villiers for a golden

duck with a quick yorker on leg-
stump clipping his back foot and
hitting the stumps. The double-
wicket over by Russell broke the
back of Bangalore's innings.

Glenn Maxwell's frustrating 17-
ball stay at the crease ended with
him coming out for the big shot,
only to be clean bowled by Varun
Chakravarthy. One brought two for
Kolkata as Chakravarthy's googly
claimed Wanindu Hasaranga lbw
for a golden duck on the next ball.

Chakravarthy added another
wicket to his name with Sachin
Baby (7) slicing to backward point.
The leg-spinner's day got better
when he got his finger on the ball
while trying to stop and ran out
Kyle Jamieson from the non-strik-
er's end. Ferguson got his second
wicket of the day with a slower
yorker dismantling Harshal Patel's
bails.

Mohammed Siraj's attempt to get
cheeky with a scoop ended in fine
leg's hands, summing up
Bangalore's innings, devoid of
momentum and direction.

IPL 2021: Kolkata Knight Riders thrash Royal
Challengers Bangalore by nine wickets London|Agencies

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
announced on Monday

that the tour of Pakistan in
October by their men's and
women's teams has been
cancelled due to "increasing
concerns about travelling to
the region."

The trip, which would have
been the men's team first trip
tp Pakistan after 2005 and
first ever by the women's
team, was in serious doubt
since New Zealand men's
team pulled out of their
white-ball series on Friday,
citing security concerns.

"The ECB has a longstand-
ing commitment to tour
Pakistan as part of the Men's
Future Tours Programme in
2022. Earlier this year, we
agreed to play two additional
T20 World Cup warm-up
games in Pakistan in October,
adding a short women's tour
with double headers along-
side the men's games. The
ECB Board convened this
weekend to discuss these
extra England Women's and
Men's games in Pakistan and
we can confirm that the
Board has reluctantly decid-
ed to withdraw both teams
from the October trip," read
the ECB statement posted on
their website.

The England men's and
women's teams were sched-
uled to play Twenty20

matches in Rawalpindi on
October 14 and 15. While the
men's team would fly for the
T20 World Cup in UAE, the
women's team would stay
back for three ODIs.

"The mental and physical
well-being of our players and
support staff remains our
highest priority and this is
even more critical given the
times we are currently living
in. We know there are
increasing concerns about
travelling to the region and
believe that going ahead will
add further pressure to a
playing group who have
already coped with a long
period of operating in
restricted Covid environ-
ments. There is the added
complexity for our Men's T20
squad. We believe that tour-
ing under these conditions
will not be ideal preparation
for the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup, where performing well
remains a top priority for
2021.""We understand that
this decision will be a signifi-

cant disappointment to the
PCB, who have worked tire-
lessly to host the return of
international cricket in their
country. Their support of
English and Welsh cricket
over the last two summers
has been a huge demonstra-
tion of friendship. We are sin-
cerely sorry for the impact
this will have on cricket in
Pakistan and emphasise an
ongoing commitment to our
main touring plans there for
2022." he chairman of
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), Ramiz Raja, expressed
his disappointment over
ECB's decision to not travel
to Pakistan. Disappointed
with England, pulling out of
their commitment & failing a
member of their Cricket fra-
ternity when it needed it
most. Survive we will inshal-
lah. A wake up call for Pak
team to become the best
team in the world for teams
to line up to play them with-
out making excuses," read his
tweet.

England cancel men's and
women's tours to Pakistan

Brief scores 
RCB 92 all out in 19 overs (Devdutt
Padikkal 22; Varun Chakravarthy
(3-13), Andre Russell (3-9) lost to
KKR 94/1 in 10 overs (Shubman
gill 48, Venkatesh Iyer 41 not out)
by nine wkts.

Kolkata|Agencies

Former ISL champions
Bengaluru FC will lock
horns with Indian Navy

Football Team for a spot in
the quarter-finals of the 130th
Durand Cup on Tuesday at
the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Krirangan (VYBK).

Delhi FC will take on
Kerala Blasters Football Club
in the other Group C match
to be played on Tuesday at
the Mohun Bagan ground.

With the last two games of
the group stages remaining,
all four teams from Group C
have a chance to advance to
the knockouts. But the onus
will be on Bengaluru FC as
they are the stronger entity in
the fray. Bengaluru FC are
relatively better placed with

four points from two games,
courtesy a win and a draw.
Even a draw in the next game
will see them through. Indian
Navy are on three points and
have a more difficult task at
hand.The leaders of this
group will clash with Army
Green in the quarter-finals
while the other team to go
through will have to face FC
Goa. Ahead of the game,
team coach of Indian Navy
football team, Abhilash
Vasantha spoke about the

pressure of playing an ISL
side Bengaluru FC in a cru-
cial game. "It is not about ISL
or I-League team. We are
playing with Bengaluru FC.
They are a good side with
very young talents and some
senior squad members. They
have played both their games
very well. We are also a good
side with many ISL and I-
League players. If we score
early, the game will change.
We worked very well in our
finishing. 

Durand Cup: Bengaluru FC take on
Indian Navy with quarters in sight

Dubai|Agencies

The International Cricket Council (ICC)
announced on Monday that it has partnered
with Cricket Australia (CA) to broadcast the

upcoming matches of Australia happening this
summer into emerging cricket markets including
Europe and Southeast Asia.

The deal will start with the highly anticipated
rematch between India and Australia, finalists in
last year's ICC T20 Women's World Cup, in the first
ODI at Mackay on Tuesday.

"Through this unique partnership with Cricket
Australia we will bring competitive and quality
cricket to the cricket-starved markets of Southeast
Asia and Europe, as well as other regions that do
not currently have a broadcast partner. This con-
firms our commitment to grow consumption of
cricket and make it accessible to the world," said
ICC Head of Digital Finn Bradshaw in a release.

The streaming platform launched by the ICC in
July, ICC.tv, will live stream the multi-format series

against India till October 12. It will be followed by
the entire 2021- 22 international calendar in
Australia, comprising the men's and women's

Ashes, as well as men's white ball tours by New
Zealand and Sri Lanka.

"We're incredibly excited to work with the ICC to
continue to grow cricket, and bring our distinctive
Aussie flavour of cricket to more fans around the
world. There will be some excited Australian and
English expats living or even holidaying in these
countries who'll now be able to easily access what
promises to be a massive home summer with the
men's and women's Ashes. We know that in coun-
tries like Germany, Hong Kong and Japan there is
already a significant cricket fanbase and we are
hoping to see this in neighbouring countries too.,"
said Nikki Linney, CA's Head of Media Rights.

Both the multi-format series against India and
the women's Ashes will be free for all users to
stream to celebrate the new partnership, while the
men's content will be available on a pay-per-view
basis. All content will be available in countries such
as Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, China,
Germany, Netherlands, among others.

ICC partners with Cricket Australia to live
stream Australia's matches this summer

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Upcoming web
series 'Break
Point', which

explores the on- and
off-court partner-
ship of iconic tennis
duo Mahesh
Bhupathi and
Leander Peas, will
also talk about what
went wrong between
them. In the series,
ace tennis player
Sania Mirza will
shed light on what a
partnership means
to sportspersons.

Sania will appear
as one of the guests
in the web series
who will comment
on the iconic tennis
partnership.

Sania says:
"Leander is an extro-
vert. He's a leader
whether it's on the
court or in a conver-
sation; he is always
the first person to
start a conversation.
He leads you on the
court. Mahesh on
the other hand is
very introverted. At
first, you would think that
Mahesh is very arrogant but
it's only that he is so shy and
so within himself. I have had
the opportunity to play with
them so I can tell you."

The series will also give a
detailed account of the highly
publicised split between the
two tennis players.

Sharing her insights, Sania
adds, "I know that when
something is not working off
the court how difficult it is to

get on the court with that
person and try to fight and
try to put all those things
aside and find that motiva-
tion and emotion to fight
together. It's not easy when
you're not getting along with
the person."

Directed by Ashwiny Iyer
Tiwari and Nitesh Tiwari
under their banner Earthsky
Pictures, 'Break Point', the
seven-episode series will
stream on ZEE5.

Sania Mirza opens up on
Bhupathi-Paes in 'Break Point'

Bellary (Karnataka) | Agencies

Star boxers Sanjeet, Shiva Thapa,
and Mohammad Hussamuddin
continued their successful run as

they progressed into the finals of the 5th
Elite Men's National Boxing
Championships in the Inspire Institute
of Sports in Bellary, Karnataka, on
Monday.

The current Asian champion Sanjeet,
representing Services Sports Control
Board (SSCB), proved too strong for his
opponent Harsh Kaushik from Delhi as
he registered a convincing 5-0 win in
the 92kg semi-final.

In the final to be played on Tuesday,
Sanjeet will take on Haryana's Naveen
Kumar, who blanked Punjab's, Raghav
Chaudhary. Another SSCB boxer
Hussamuddin, however, faced a tough
challenge from the in-form youth world
champion, Sachin of Haryana. The
defending champion Hussamuddin had
to work hard before completing a 4-1
win in an intense 57kg semi-final bout.
He will meet Delhi's Rohit Mor in the
gold medal match.

Deepak (51kg), Akash (54kg), Etash
Khan Muhammed (60kg), Dalveer

Singh Tomar (63.5kg), Akash (67kg),
Sumit (75kg), Sachin Kumar (80kg),
Lakshya (86kg) and Narender (+92kg)
were the other SSCB boxers to advance
into the finals. Meanwhile in the 63.5kg,
the World Championships bronze
medallist Thapa recorded a dominating
victory against Utt'r Pradesh's Abhishek
Yadav by a unanimous margin. The
experienced Assam pugilist Thapa will
square off'with SSCB's Dalveer in the
final.

Chandigarh's Kuldeep Kumar (48kg)

and Sagar (+92kg) also made their way
into the finals with equally dominant
victories. While Kuldeep Kumar outper-
formed U'tar Pradesh's Ravi Kumar with
a unanimous margin, Sagar too com-
fortably defeated'Maharashtra's
Reynold Joseph by RSC verdict.

Nishant Dev of Karnataka booked his
berth in the final of the 71kg category,
getting the better of Haryana's Yashpal
with an easy 5-0 win. Allthe finals will
be played on Tuesday.

Sanjeet, Shiva Thapa, Hussamuddin in
finals of Elite Men's National Boxing

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Hockey defender
Varun Kumar said on
Monday that a "one-

on-one chat" with skipper
Manpreet Singh before the
Tokyo Olympic Games cam-
paign pumped him up men-
tally to go all out against the
rivals in the historic cam-
paign.

India won bronze after a
gap of 41 years at the quad-
rennial Games.

"It really helped that cap-
tain Manpreet had a long
chat with me and it pumped
me up mentally. Manpreet
has been a big influence in
my career from a very young
age as we played in the

same academy and him
talking to me made a lot of
difference. I stopped beating
myself up for not being good
enough to make the 16-
member squad. I started
focusing on how I can make
this opportunity count and
deliver when the team
needs me," stated Varun.

Varun Kumar was not part
of the 16-member squad
announced by Hockey India
for the Olympics, but when
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) allowed
hockey teams expand to 18
players, Simranjeet and
Varun made the grade.

When dragflicker and
defender Varun didn't make
the 16-member team, he
said he was "disappointed".

Looking back, Varun says,
"When the squad for the
Olympics was announced,
my name was not part of the
16-member squad. I still
remember that day well and
I was disappointed. 

Chat with Manpreet motivated
me at Olympics: Defender Varun

Madrid | Agencies

Real Madrid came from behind to win 2-1
away to Valencia and open up a two-point
gap at the top of La Liga on Sunday night.

Carlo Ancelotti's side looked to be heading for
defeat in the game between the top two in the
table as Valencia's high-pressing game had them
on the back foot and trailing after Hugo Duro put
the home side ahead in the 66th minute. Duro
hit a left foot shot that took a deflection on its way
past Thibaut Courtois and the goal sparked
more life into Real Madrid and in the last 15
minutes Valencia were guilty of sitting deep and
trying to defend their lead.

Vinicius Jr levelled for Madrid in the 86th

minute with his shot also
taking a big deflection to
wrong-foot Valencia keeper
Giorgi Mamardashvili and
the Brazilian had a hand in
his side's second goal two
minutes later when he
crossed for Karim Benzema
to score off his shoulder,
Xinhua reports.

Mallorca and Villarreal
drew 0-0 on Sunday in a
game that was more enter-
taining than the final score
suggests, with Villarreal
(who have drawn their last

four games) having the best
chances. Real Sociedad and
Sevilla also failed to trouble the
scoreboard in a duel between
top-four hopefuls in San
Sebastian. Sevilla will probably
travel home happier with the
points than the home side, who
saw Mikel Oyarzabal's poor
penalty saved by Sevilla keeper
Bono.Leandro Cabrera scored a
97th minute equalizer to save a
point for Espanyol in a 2-2 draw
away to Betis. Aleix Vidal side-
footed Espanyol ahead in the
16th minute, but Willian Jose and

Nabil Fekir turned the score around for Betis
before the break.The home side were reduced to
10 men in the 78th minute when German
Pezzella was shown a direct red card and in the
time added on after that incident Cabrera pow-
ered home from the edge of the area. Atletico
Madrid dropped two points after being held to a
0-0 draw by an effective and disciplined Athletic
Club side that had the best chances to win the
match. Atletico Madrid's only chance was a
Marcos Llorente shot which bounced off the
post in the second half and the visitors would
have taken all three points if Inaki Williams (who
was making his 200th consecutive league
appearance) or Asier Villalibre had hit the target
with just Jan Oblak to beat.

Real Madrid overcome Valencia to go top of La Liga table
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Spotify released the recreated version of
'Raataan Lambiyan' from the movie
'Shershaah' today.

Titled 'Raataan Chill Mix', it's the second
singles track from India under the category
'Spotify Singles'.'Raataan Chill Mix' is a fresh
version written and produced by Tanishk
Bagchi, it has been sung by Jubin Nautiyal
and this time, independent artist Hanita
Bhambri joins him in her first recording for a
film song.'Raataan Lambiyan' has been num-

ber 1 on Spotify's India Top 200 charts for 4
weeks now, amassing more than 43 million
streams, and making this song an apt choice
for 'Spotify Singles'.

Tanishk Bagchi, is known for recreating ver-
sions of original songs like 'Aankh Maarey',
'Dilbar', 'Lut Gaye' to name a few.

"It is mindblowing to see how well the orig-
inal song is doing on Spotify, and I am thrilled
to work on another version that's as melodi-
ous, but mellower," said Baghchi.

Talking about working with Jubin Nautiyal,
he said, "I've worked with Jubin before and we
understand each other's process of making
music, but this was my first time working with
an independent artiste." He shared his experi-

ence of working with independent artiste
Hanita. "Collaborating with Hanita for
this Spotify Singles track has been fun
because we learned how to bring togeth-
er the Bollywood and independent music
vibe. I hope we are able to reach even
more listeners across the world with this
one."'Spotify Singles' has been an outlet
for artistes to express themselves, engage
their fans with new content, and connect
with new listeners. In the past, the program
has brought together artists from different
music cultures to create something unique.

In June, it
debuted in India
with the collab-
oration between
DJ Snake and
Dhee with
'Enjoy Enjaami -
Spotify Singles'.
As Bollywood
music makes a
comeback, the
new singles
track from India
will blend the
unique styles of

film and indie music sounds for listeners.For
the first time, not just one, but two songs
'Raataan Lambiyan' and 'Ranjha' from India,
featured on Spotify's Top 100 Global
charts.Both songs were streamed more than a
million times every single day since the film
was released. On the Spotify India music
charts, 4 out of the top 5 songs are from
Shershaah. The same songs also made it to
Spotify's Viral 50 - Global playlist.And while a
majority of those listening to the original
soundtrack is coming from India, other coun-
tries that are streaming the Shershaah album
include the US, UK, Canada, Bangladesh,
Australia, Pakistan, Japan, Spain, Ukraine, and
Brazil, among others.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Ranbir Kapoor was seen celebrating film-
maker Mahesh Bhatt's 73rd birthday along with
his rumoured girlfriend Alia Bhatt and her sis-

ter Pooja Bhatt.
Alia posted a slew of pictures on Instagram from

the birthday celebrations. The first picture fea-
tured Mahesh while the other one had Ranbir,
Alia and Pooja posing with Mahesh.

The rumoured couple were seen twinning in
black ensembles as they smiled at the camera
posing alongside Pooja and Mahesh.

Alia captioned the image: "73 years young!
Happy birthday papa"Talking about her upcom-
ing slate of work, Alia has 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi', 'RRR' and 'Brahmastra'. She turned
producer with her film 'Darlings' and will also be
seen in 'Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani'.

Ranbir currently awaits the release of
'Shamshera'. He will be seen sharing screen space
with Alia in 'Brahmastra' and also has 'Animal'
lined up.

Pranutan
thrilled with dad Mohnish

Bahl's response to 'Helmet'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Pranutan Bahl's recent digital release
'Helmet' has sailed through well and recieved a
positive response. The best response, howev-

er, that the actress got was from her father and actor
Mohnish Bahl.

'Helmet', which released earlier this month, stars
Aparshakti Khurana and Pranutan in lead roles and
talks about normalising the topic of buying con-
doms.Sharing her father's reaction, Pranutan says:
"Dad loved the movie. The first thing he said after
watching the film was that he's really proud of

my choices and he loved how wholesome this
movie is. He felt that 'Helmet' is a complete

package which has fun, comedy and an
important message."

The actress is elated with her father's
response."Watching him feel proud

and impressed gives me the push
to keep picking offbeat topics

which I feel can make a dif-
ference," she says.
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Bollywood stars Salman Khan and
Katrina Kaif are currently in Austria,
filming action sequences for their

upcoming spy thriller 'Tiger 3'.
Salman and Katrina will be seen per-

forming some visually extravagant action
stunts in places such as Upper Austria,
Salzkammergut, Dachstein Salzkammergut
and finally in Vienna.

A source from Austria said: "'Tiger 3' will
present Austria like never before and Yash
Raj Films is ensuring that they present the
country in the most spectacular way possi-
ble. Salman and Katrina will shoot in some
never seen before locales in the country."

"They are currently shooting in the areas
like Upper Austria, Salzkammergut,
Dachstein Salzkammergut where they are
filming some intense action sequences for
the film."

The source shared that the film's director
Maneesh Sharma has a grand vision for
'Tiger 3' and Austria presents a perfect
backdrop to Tiger and Zoya's journey and
mission in the film.

The source added: "The country is vital
to the plot and the screenplay of the film
and Maneesh is going all out to shoot some
of the most spectacular sequences of the
film in Austria."

The two stars were earlier shooting in
Turkey. Salman and Katrina even got a
chance to meet the Minister of Culture and
Tourism of Turkey Mehmet Nuri Ersoy.

The third instalment in the 'Tiger' fran-
chise, which is directed by Maneesh
Sharma, was put on hold due to the global
outbreak of Covid-19.

The first instalment 'Ek Tha Tiger' direct-
ed by Kabir Khan released in 2012. The sec-
ond 'Tiger Zinda Hai' released in 2017 and
was directed by Ali Abbas Zafar.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY
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Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan bid adieu to
'Ganpati Bappa' as Ganesh

Chaturthi came to an end.
Shah Rukh shared a glimpse of

the celebration from his house on
Instagram. He shared a picture of

Lord Ganesh.
He captioned the image: "May

Lord Ganesha's blessings remain
with all of us until we see him
again next year...Ganpati Bappa
Morya!!!"

Shah Rukh celebrates Ganesh
Chaturthi every year with his
family and keeps sharing sneak-

peeks from the festivities on his
social media with his fans and
followers.

On the work front, SRK is busy
shooting for his next 'Pathan', an
action-thriller which also stars
Deepika Padukone and John
Abraham. The film is directed by
Siddharth Anand.

Aayush Sharma recalls making

of 'Antim' song 'Vighnaharta'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Aayush Sharma who along
with Varun Dhawan and Salman
Khan appeared in the special
Ganapati song 'Vighnaharta' as
part of his upcoming film 'Antim:

The Final Truth', recalls how tough it was for
him to perform for the song as he got injured
during the performance.

However, he mentioned it was all worth it
when he looks at the final result in the video
of the song.

The making-of video of the song has been

released.
The video reveals the larger-than-life entry

of Salman Khan, playing a cop in the film.
What is more intriguing is that one can feel
the devotion of the cast and the crew towards
Ganpati while they were filming it. The mak-
ing goes on to show how hard Varun Dhawan
and Aayush have worked on the making of
the track.

Recalling the experience of making the
video, Aayush said, "I remember when we
were performing before Ganesh idol, every-
body took out their slippers because we actu-
ally felt a visarjan."

Aayush had hurt his arm, which must have
made the highly energetic dance steps a chal-
lenge to follow for him, but he mentioned, "I
don't know if I would be able to (perform), I
was constantly icing my hand, after every
shot. But I managed."

'Antim: The Final Truth', also starring
Salman Khan, is directed by Mahesh

Manjrekar, presented by Salman
Khan Films and pro-

duced by Salma
Khan.

Ranbir celebrates Mahesh Bhatt's

73rd birthday with Alia, Pooja

SALMAN KHAN,
KATRINA KAIF SHOOT
ACTION SEQUENCES IN
AUSTRIA FOR 'TIGER 3'

Shah Rukh Khan bids
farewell to 'Ganpati Bappa'

RECREATED VERSION OF 'SHERSHAAH'
SONG 'RAATAN LAMBIYAN' OUT
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