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MATCH CALLED OFF
After several conference calls and feverish attempts to find a solution, the fifth and final Test of
the India-England series as part of the ICC World Test Championship was, according to two
participants in the exchanges, called off because "the Indian players refused to play".

Ashis Ray | Manchester

C

aptain Virat Kohli
is said to have
conveyed on
behalf of the
Indian cricketers

TALIBAN KILLED
SALEH'S BROTHER
Kabul: The Taliban have
executed the brother of
Amrullah Saleh, the former Afghan vice president
who became one of the
leaders of anti-Taliban
opposition forces in the
Panjshir valley, his
nephew said on Friday.
The news that Saleh's
brother Rohullah Azizi
was killed came days after
Taliban forces took control of the provincial centre of Panjshir, the last
province holding out
against them. "They executed my uncle,"
Ebadullah Saleh told
Reuters in a text message.
"They killed him yesterday and would not let us
bury him. They kept saying his body should rot."
The Urdu language
account of the Taliban
information service
Alemarah said that
"according to reports"
Rohullah Saleh was killed
during fighting in Panjshir.
Saleh, a former head of the
National Directorate of
Security, the intelligence
service of the Westernbacked government that
collapsed last month, is at
large though his exact
location remains unclear.

STAND-ALONE SITUATION: HARRISON

that an infection could show
up in the next couple of days
among the tourists - as the
negative Covid-19 test
results on the eve of the
match were not a guarantee
of an infection not germinating. He reportedly suggested to the BCCI officials
that the start of the match be
postponed by two to three
days. Kohli also pointed out
that with head coach Ravi
Shastri down with Covid
and several other members
of the support staff likewise,
India would have to enter a
crucial Test without key offfield advisers and strategists
and back-up officials,

Manchester: Tom Harrison, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), said
that England and India facing each
other in a rescheduled Test will be a
stand-alone situation. The fifth Test
between England and India at Manchester was cancelled on Friday due to concerns over Covid-19 in the
Indian camp. "I think it will be a stand-alone situation.
We've been offered other options, but I think a few
h
ours into this we probably need to take a look. The
including physiotheraglass-half-full version of this is playing a one-off Test
pists. Following the
exchange, BCCI office- match against India on this ground to give fans what
they've missed out on," said Harrison.
bearers spoke to
England and Wales
ty of fitting in such a contest
Cricket Board (ECB) executhe start of play.
or contests.
tives, proposing postponing
Given the loss the ECB
LCCC alone is likely to
the commencement of the
(from TV rights and other
take a hit of 1 million
game to Sunday or Monday.
revenues) and the
pounds (Rs 10 crore). Those
However, this could not be
Lancashire County Cricket
who had bought tickets accommodated by the ECB.
Club (LCCC), hosts of the
and the match like the previThe schedule for domesTest, will suffer as a conseous Tests was a sell-out tic and international fixtures
quence of the abrupt calling
have been promised a full
off of the match, the BCCI
in an English cricket season
refund. The hotels at the Old
offered to "compensate" by
is decided nearly a year in
Trafford, which were
either playing a Test or two
advance and cannot generbooked at a premium price
limited-over games in the
ally be tweaked ad hoc. The
for the duration of the game,
2022 English season. Details
decision not to go ahead
will also have to return the
of this will be announced
with the Test was officially
money to their guests.
after exploring the possibilitaken just two hours before

Suspend campaigning in Punjab,
farmers leaders tell political parties
Team Absolute|Chandigarh

F

earing losing momentum in the agitation
against the three contentious Central farm laws,
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha,
a group of 32 farm unions,
on Friday asked the political
parties in Punjab to suspend
their campaigning till the
assembly elections, slated in
early next year, were
announced.
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader Balbir Singh
Rajewal told the media here
after the day-long deliberations with the political parties, except the BJP, that they
had told the political parties
not to hold big rallies till
elections in the state are
announced.
"The rallies not only divert
people from the 'morcha',
but also divides the people
along political lines and
could threaten the morcha
of farmers against the three
agriculture laws," he said.
Rajewal said both the
Congress and the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) were not

INTERNET RESTORED IN KARNAL
Karnal: With the ongoing farmers agitation at the
mini-Secretariat in Haryana's Karnal entering its
fourth day on Friday, the local administration has
restored the Internet facilities. The Internet restoration has brought a sigh of relief for the agitating farmers at the protesting site.
The Internet facilities were suspended in the five
adjoining districts of Karnal ahead of the Kisan
Mahapanchayat on September 7 to curb the spread of
inflammatory speeches of the farmers. However, the
facilities have now been restored in all districts.

categorically clear about
their stand on the agitation
of the farmers.
Earlier in the day, the
farmers leaders met

Congress leaders led by its
state President Navjot Sidhu.
They also held separate
interactions with SAD and
AAP leaders.

QUEST TO DISCOVER ANTARCTICA'S OLDEST ICE
 THE OLDEST CONTINUOUS
RECORD OF ANTARCTIC ICE, COLLECTED BY DRILLING MILES
DOWN FROM THE CONTINENT'S
SURFACE, CURRENTLY GOES BACK
ABOUT 800,000 YEARS. THE
RESEARCHERS HOPE TO FIND A
CONTINUOUS RECORD THAT GOES
BACK 1.5 MILLION YEARS.
 COLDEX IS ONE OF SIX NEW SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CENTERS
ANNOUNCED BY THE NATIONAL
SCIENCE FOUNDATION, WHICH
CURRENTLY SUPPORTS 12 CENTERS, WITH THE LAST GROUP
FUNDED IN 2016.
 THE OBJECTIVE OF THE PROGRAM, ESTABLISHED IN 1987, IS
TO SUPPORT TRANSFORMATIVE,
COMPLEX RESEARCH PROGRAMS
IN FUNDAMENTAL AREAS OF SCIENCE THAT REQUIRE LARGESCALE, LONG-TERM FUNDING.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Oregon State University will
lead a National Science
Foundation-funded effort to discover Antarctica's oldest ice and learn
more about how the earth's climate has
changed over the past several million
years. The Center for Oldest Ice
Exploration, or COLDEX, will be created under a five-year, $25 million
Science and Technology Center award
announced on Thursday.
The center will bring together experts
from across the US to generate knowledge about earth's climate system and

share this knowledge to advance efforts
to address climate change and its
impacts. "This is fundamental exploration science," said Ed Brook, a paleoclimatologist in OSU's College of Earth,
Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences and
the principal investigator for COLDEX.
Brook and COLDEX collaborators
also hope to locate much older ice, perhaps up to three million years old and
even older. Ice that old is not likely to be
found in a continuous record, but initial
research shows that patches of older ice
are trapped in the mountains around
Antarctica. Oregon state is well qualified to lead COLDEX because the university has a growing polar science program, Brook said. The university also is
home to the Marine and Geology
Repository, one of the nation's largest
repositories for oceanic sediment cores
that also houses Antarctic ice core samples stored in a freezer kept at 20
degrees below zero Fahrenheit. But the
quest to find Antarctica's oldest ice is a
collaborative affair.
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OLD TRAFFORD TEST: INDIAN PLAYERS REFUSED TO PLAY

 BBC CRICKET CORRESPONDENT AND FORMER CRICKETER
JONATHAN AGNEW
HAS REPORTED THAT
INDIA REFUSED TO
PLAY SO AS TO PROTECT THE UNFINISHED
INDIAN PREMIER
LEAGUE (IPL), WHICH
IS SCHEDULED TO
RESUME IN THE UAE
FROM SEPTEMBER 19.
THE LEAGUE IS WORTH
CRORES OF RUPEES TO
SOME OF THE INDIAN
PLAYERS AND THOUSANDS OF CRORES OF
RUPEES TO THE BCCI.
THE SOURCES WHO
WERE PARTY TO THE
CONFERENCE CALLS,
THOUGH, DENIED THIS.
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SPORTS
Raducanu sets up title clash
against Fernandez...

Portfolio inflows boost India's
forex reserves by over $8 bn
Team Absolute|Mumbai

H

ealthy portfolio, as well as general FDI
capital inflows, further boosted India's
foreign exchange reserves by $8.895
billion during the week ended September 3.
The portfolio equity capital was attracted to
India on the prospects of faster economic
recovery.Accordingly, the Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) forex reserves increased to
$642.453 billion from $633.558 billion reported for the week ended August 27.
As per the RBI's weekly statistical supplement, India's forex reserves comprise foreign
currency assets (FCAs), gold reserves, SDRs,
and the country's reserve position with the
IMF.On a weekly basis, FCAs, the largest com-

ponent of the forex reserves, edged higher by
$8.213 billion to $579.813 billion.
Similarly, the value of the country's gold
reserves rose by $642 million to $38.083 billion.The SDR value rose by a whopping $29
million to $19.437 billion. In addition, the
country's reserve position with the IMF rose
by $11 million to $5.121 billion.

Digvijaya draws analogy
between RSS, Taliban
Team Absolute|New Delhi

C

ongress
leader and
former
Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister
Digvijaya Singh on
Friday drew an
analogy between
the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and Taliban after RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat statement
about the working women.
Singh was commenting on
Bhagwat's comment on men
being breadwinners and
women the housewives.
Digvijaya Singh in a tweet

said, "Do Taliban and RSS
have a similarity of views on
Working Women?
Looks like it,
unless Mohan
Bhagwat ji and
Taliban change
their views."
Digvijaya, who is
bitter crtitic of the
RSS, has been
slamming the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and had alleged that the
organisation was dividing the
Hindu and Muslim communities by spreading lies and fake
narrative. He said that when
the DNA of Hindus and
Muslims being one, then "why

'Standing With Taliban'
"Digvijay Singh, Farooq
Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti
are standing with the
Taliban. Do they agree with
Taliban's thoughts on
women? If no, they should
protest against it openly.
Mohan Bhagwat did not
say that women should
only do household chores."

Ajay Mishra Teni,
Union Minister

were issues like 'love jihad'
raised if that was the case?"
The DNA statement was also
made by Mohan Bhagwat.
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HALF OF RURAL AGRICULTURAL
HOUSEHOLDS INDEBTED: NSS DATA
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

lmost half of the rural agricultural households are
indebted across India with
an average outstanding
loan amount per agricultural household being way more than
the below poverty line income for
rural India, as per the latest dataset of
the National Statistical Survey (NSS)
released on Friday.
The percentage of indebted agricultural households stood at 50.2 per
cent while the average amount (Rs) of
outstanding loan per agricultural
household stood at Rs 74,121, the
77th round of the survey conducted
by the National Statistical Office
(NSO) between January 1, 2019 and
December 31, 2019 showed.
The survey theme was "Land and
Livestock Holdings of Households
and Situation Assessment of
Agricultural Households" in the rural
areas of India with an integrated
schedule of enquiry.
Prior to the 77th round, Land and
Livestock Holding Surveys (LHS) and
Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) of
Agricultural Households used to be
conducted as separate surveys in separate sets of households.
For calculating indebtedness of
agricultural households, the informa-

tion on the amount of outstanding
loan as on date of survey (i.e., the day
on which data was collected from the
household) was collected from each
of the surveyed agricultural households. The NSS also found out the
average monthly income per agricultural household for which it collected
information on the receipts and
expenditures relating to crop production, farming of animals and nonfarm business, separately for the two
halves of the agricultural year July
2018 - June 2019.Income from
wage/salary employment and income
from leasing out of land were also
recorded for the same period.Based
on this information, the average

monthly income per agricultural
household was worked out for the
agricultural year July 2018-June 2019
by adding up the income from
wages/salary, income from leasing
out of land, net receipt from crop production, farming of animals and nonfarm business."Net receipt is worked
out by deducting total expenses from
total receipts for each source of
income," the survey findings said.
The average monthly income for
income from wages was Rs 4,063 for
paid out expenses approach and
remained the same for the paid out
expenses and imputed expenses
together. Similarly, the average same
for income from leasing out of land

Take action against
Tejashwi Yadav: JD-U

was Rs 134 for both types of calculations.
However, for net receipt from crop
production, the paid out expenses
approach yielded Rs 3,798 that went
down to Rs 3,058 if imputed expenses
were also considered.
The gap went down further for net
receipt from farming of animals
where the average monthly income in
case of paid out expenses approach
was Rs 1,582 and only Rs 441 when
additionally imputed expenses were
considered.
Net receipts from non-farm business stood at Rs 641 for both paid out
expenses approach and when
clubbed with imputed expenses, the
survey findings said.
The information was collected in
two visits from the same set of sample
households in rural areas with a view
to collect relevant information separately for the two halves of the agricultural year July 2018-June 2019.
An agricultural household for the
NSS 77th round of survey was defined
as a household receiving more than
Rs 4,000 as value of produce from
agricultural activities, and having at
least one member self-employed in
agriculture either in the principal status or in subsidiary status during the
last 365 days.

IT officials conduct
'surveys' at NewsClick,
Newslaundry offices

P

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday
reviewed the present
Covid situation across the
country, and was briefed
about the preparedness of
the health system, availability
of medical oxygen, and matters relating to production,
supply, and distribution of
Covid-19 vaccine.
He was also apprised of
the concentration of cases in
a few geographies, the districts with high test positivity,
as well as the week on week
test positivity rate.
As Modi spoke about the
need for constant genome
sequencing to monitor emergence of mutants, he was told
that the INSACOG, consisting
of 28 labs across the country,
is also linked with a hospital
network for clinical correlation. Sewage sampling is also
being done for genomic surveillance, and states which
have been requested to share
positive Covid samples with
the INSACOG regularly.
He reviewed the status of
augmentation of bed capacity for paediatric care and
facilities supported under
'COVID Emergency

Response Package II', and
was also informed that states
have been advised to
redesign and orient primary
care and block level health
infrastructure in rural areas
to manage the situation.
States are also being asked
to maintain a buffer stock for
drugs used in management
of Covid-19, Mucormycosis,
MIS-C at the district level, he
was told.
The Prime Minister was
briefed about the increase in
isolation, oxygen, and ICU
beds and paediatric and
pediatric ventilators, and that
a significant number of ICU
and oxygen beds will be
added in the coming months.
He was also told that support is being given to 433 districts to establish RT-PCR lab
facility in public health facilities.Noting that the entire

ecosystem to ensure
increased oxygen availability,
including oxygen concentrators, cylinders and PSA
plants, need to be rapidly
augmented, Modi was told
that around 1 lakh oxygen
concentrators and 3 lakh oxygen cylinders have been distributed to the states, and
efforts are also on to install
961 LMO storage tanks and
1,450 Medical Gas Pipeline
Systems with an aim to support at least one such unit
per district.
The ambulance network is
also being augmented to
ensure at least one ambulance per block.
He was apprised that
around 58 per cent of India's
adult population has
received the first dose and
around 18 per cent both
doses.

In 'dry' Gujarat, Vadodara
man openly offers liquor
A

A

Yadav is violation of model
code of conduct. Hence, the
election commission should
take action against him," he
demanded.Neeraj Kumar
claimed that the video was
taken from the official
Facebook account of the RJD
where it was uploaded with
the title of 'Tejashwi Yadav
has taken the blessing of
women of the paternal village
of RJD MLA Prem Shanker
on the day of Teej festival' on

Thursday.Commenting on
the video, going viral, he said:
"Who is that prince dropping
money in the lap of poor villagers? As poor villagers do
not know him, someone says
that he is a son of Lalu
Prasad. The person sitting on
the front seat of the SUV also
introduces himself as he is
Tejashwi Yadav, son of Lalu
Prasad." The BJP's Bihar unit
also reacted sharply to this
video.

New Delhi: Income Tax
officials visited the offices
of few news portals to conduct 'surveys' on Friday.
Notably, the IT department clarified that these
visits are being carried out
to conduct 'surveys' and
not 'raids'.
Accordingly, the IT officials visited the offices of
news portals NewsClick
and Newslaundry to conduct surveys.
People in the know of
the developments said
that the 'survey' operations are being conducted
to verify certain tax payment details of these
organisations.

'bootlegger' from Gujarat's
Vadodara, in a video that has
gone viral, can be heard saying
that he could provide liquor to anyone
in the state where prohibition has long
been in place, thus mocking the state
government.
The person also claimed the
Vadodara police is in cahoots with him
in his illegal trade.
"Jay Bharat, Jai Hind, SalaamAlaikum... My Hindu brothers, my
Muslim brothers...My Pranam to all. If
you want liquor in Gujarat, fear not
and without worry call 9898064274,
which is my number. I'll provide you
whichever brand you wish and even
home delivery is available," the man,
who calls himself Hussein, says in the
video, which went viral on social
media on Thursday.
Since its formation, Gujarat has
been dry state where sale of liquor is
prohibited.
The self-styled bootlegger claimed
that some policemen were partners
with him in his liquor business.
"Manojbhai Kahar, Chandubhai and

NO TICKETS FOR OFFICE-BEARERS IN UP POLLS: BJP
Lucknow|Agencies

T

he Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in Uttar Pradesh has made it
clear that no office-bearer at the
state level or district level would be
eligible to contest elections. The party
has said that if anyone was keen to
contest polls, he or she would have to
step down from the party post.
State BJP chief Swatantra Dev
Singh has already warned party leaders not to put up hoardings in their
respective constituencies and claim
their candidature.
According to sources, BJP's general
secretary (organisation), Sunil Bansal
made this rule amply clear at a party

YOUTH CONG TO OBSERVE
NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT
DAY ON SEPT 17
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Gandhinagar|Agencies

Patna|Agencies

lawmaker of Bihar's
ruling Janata DalUnited on Friday asked
the State Election
Commission to take immediate action against Leader of
Opposition in Assembly
Tejashwi Yadav for allegedly
distributing money to
women of a village in
Gopalganj district.
"Tejashwi Yadav was
caught on camera distributing Rs 500 currency notes to
women in Garauli village
(under Basghat Masurai panchayat in Baikuthpur block of
Gopalganj). The village
comes under Panchayati Raj
area and a model code of
conduct is imposed in the
state for Panchayat election
2021," MLC Neeraj Kumar
said in a letter to the SEC.
"Tejashwi Yadav is sitting
on a key constitutional post
in Bihar. The act of Tejaswi

PM reviews Covid situation, calls
for constant genome sequencing

he Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) will
observe 'National
Unemployment Day'
across the country on
September 17.
Incidentally,
September 17 also happens to be the birthday
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
"The youth of the
country are roaming
unemployed on the
streets today. The Modi
government came to
power after making big promises of providing 2 crore jobs per
year, but today the Centre is completely silent on the issue of
employment," said Srinivas BV, President, IYC.
The Youth Congress said in a statement that the unemployment rate in the country has increased from 2.4 per cent to
10.3 per cent in one year.
"Unemployment has become the biggest epidemic and the
silence of the Modi government is taking a toll on the youth of
the country," the statement said.

meeting.
A BJP leader, who was present in
the meeting, said that Bansal's directive became talk of the meeting in
which there were ample indications
that several sitting MLAs may not get
the ticket again.
Party sources said that the performance of the party in the panchayat elections would be one of the factors that would decide the fate of sitting MLAs.
"The MLAs in whose constituency
the party fared poorly in panchayat
elections may not get a ticket.
Besides, reports of the party's internal
surveys about a legislator's performance, will also be a deciding factor," a

party functionary said.
The BJP, in the past, had declared
that relatives of party leaders would
not be given a chance to contest panchayat elections. However, the party
later gave preference to the winnability factor and willingly gave tickets to
sons, daughters and wives of its leaders.
"In politics, rules are made to be
broken and finally, it is the winnability factor that ultimately matters. It is
only the performance of a legislator
that can dilute the anti-incumbency
factor. The party is determined to
repeat its 2017 performance of 300+
seats and winnability is all that will
matter," said the functionary.

myself have started this business in
partnership. We have a 50 per cent
partners among police personnel. I
have been given assurance to carry on
my business. Only that I have to keep a
very low profile," says Hussein in the
video whic he made while holding a
beer can, sitting inside a railway compartment in the Vadodara railway yard.
Hussein also named some policemen in his video. "Pankajbhai, PI Sir,
Vanrajbhai, Tarunbhai, Manojbhai are
all with me," Hussein says in the video.

"I had voluntarily let the police raid
my place. They first seized my 28
crates, thereafter 2 crates, thereafter 7
quarters and one hour ago, my 12
quarters and 12 beers were confiscated. Now I am tired of helping the
police and so I am coming out in the
open about my business," says
Hussein.
Some feel that Hussein may got
frustrated with the confiscation of his
liquor stock and is trying to expose his
"nexus" with the Vadodara police.

BJP's Priyanka Tibrewal will
take on Mamata in Bhabanipur
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he BJP has fielded city
lawyer Priyanka
Tibrewal against West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Benerjee in the September 30
bypolls for the Bhabanipur
assembly constituency seat.
Tibrewal is the lawyer of
post poll violence cases in
West Bengal. The BJP on
Friday announced three candidates for the bypolls. Milan
Ghosh will contest from
Samserganj and Sujit Das has

been fielded from Jangipur
by the saffron party.
West Bengal BJP chief
Dilip Ghosh has claimed
that Banerjee will face
another defeat in
Bhabanipur like
Nandigram. "We are going
to fight the bypolls with
our fullest strength and will
win all the three assembly
seats. Mamatadi will face
another defeat in
Bhabanipur," Ghosh said.
Counting will be held on
October 3.

New flood risk prediction tool to
map disaster mitigation plans
Team Absolute|New Delhi

F

lood risk prediction and mitigation can help avoid
tragedy when disaster
strikes, but how to know which
areas need preventative measures
the most?
A new online tool developed by
researchers from the Indian
Institute of Technology, Bombay
(IIT-B), can possibly be a solution.
WebFRIS interface, a tool to
account for geographic variations
in socio-economic vulnerability,
is accessible and easy-to-use, and
holds the potential to help local
governments and citizens save
lives and protect livelihoods, a
release from IIT-B said.
India reports the second-highest flood damages in the world,
with over 1,600 people getting

affected by floods annually.
Uncontrolled growth, poor planning and infrastructure, and the

effects of climate change have
added to the complexities
involved in preventing and miti-

gating flood related damage.
"The key to flood prevention is
obtaining accurate and timely
flood risk information. Flood risk
consists of two components - hazard and vulnerability. Hazard
accounts for factors like regional
rainfall, flood inundation and
weather phenomena such as
cyclones; vulnerability includes
both physical vulnerability and
socio-economic vulnerability,"
the researchers said.
Web-based platforms are ideal
for generating this information
because they are inexpensive,
reliable and instantaneously
available even in the remote
areas.
However, most existing webbased flood information systems
use highly technical jargons that
only researchers can understand.
Realising the urgent need for

an accessible online tool, the
researchers at IIT-B have developed WebFRIS, a flood risk information system to provide socioeconomic vulnerability analysis.
Published in the Journal of
Environmental Management,
WebFRIS, or Web Flood Risk
Information System, aims to simplify flood risk information and
communicate it to a wider audience, including government bodies and local citizens.
According to IIT-B professor
Subhankar Karmakar, who led the
study, "WebFRIS provides precious ground-level information to
the disaster management authority. This can enable formulation
of more targeted solutions and
strategies and enhance the
opportunity for effective flood
mitigation, thereby increasing
social capacity and resilience."
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madhya pradesh

100 PC VACCINATION OF FIRST DOSE SHOULD BE
COMPLETED BY SEPTEMBER 26: CM CHOUHAN
ATTACK ON ROOT CAUSE
OF DENGUE MUST

Special campaign against
Dengue on September 15,
CM Chouhan will join with
people of the state in
dengue control activities,
Chouhan reviews districts
with less vaccine and districts affected by dengue

C
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
MUST FOR 100 PC
VACCINATION

Team Absolute | Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that 100 pc vaccination of the first dose should be
completed by September 26 in
the state. Voter list should be
made the basis for vaccination of all eligible
persons. It must be ensured that information regarding people who have gone out of
the village and wards in connection with
employment should be recorded and the
first dose of vaccine is administered to all
the remaining persons. Chief Minister said
that a special awareness campaign would
be launched to spread information about
the measures to prevent dengue to the people. Chouhan himself will participate in
dengue prevention and control activities
like fogging, larvae destruction, emptying of

water logging in this campaign against
dengue between 10 am to 10:30 am on
September 15.
Chief Minister Chouhan was holding virtual discussions with the collectors of the
districts affected by dengue and having less
percentage of vaccinations through video
conferencing.
Chouhan had a discussion with collectors
of districts with less than 70 percent vaccination including Satna, Sheopur, Bhind,
Dhar, Rewa, Sidhi, Khargone, Mandla,
Morena, Katni, Balaghat, Chhindwara,
Shivpuri, Singrauli, Barwani, Alirajpur and

Chief Minister Chouhan said that
Crisis Management Committees
and public representatives should
be involved in the campaign to
ensure 100pc vaccination in the
state. Vaccination is a campaign
of the people, by the people for
the people. This feeling is essential for 100 pc vaccination.
Betul districts regarding the causes for low
percentage of vaccination. Satna Collector
said that the vaccine doses are sufficient but
due to less availability of syringes, vaccina-

hief Minister Chouhan said that
it is necessary to strike at the
root cause of dengue. The public
too must participate in taking precautions against spread of dengue
by not allowing water stagnation,
destruction of mosquito larvae,
cleanliness activities etc. Dengue
can be avoided by following awareness and necessary precautions. It
should be our endeavor to ensure
vigilance and awareness, to prevent
dengue.
tion work has been affected. Chhindwara
Collector said that the speed of vaccination
has been affected by festivals like Pola, Teej
etc. The Betul collector said that heavy rains
along with festivals have affected vaccination work. Also, vaccination has been postponed in some cases due to dengue and
other seasonal fevers. Mandla Collector
informed that forest department teams have
also been deployed to speed up the vaccination campaign. It may be noted that so far
75 percent of eligible citizens have received
the first dose and 17 percent of the citizens
have received the second dose of the
vaccine.

Case against 8 people for parading girls naked in Damoh village
Team Absolute |Damoh

A

criminal case has been
filed against eight persons,
including six women, in
connection with an incident in a
village in Madhya Pradesh's
Damoh district where minor girls
were paraded naked as part of a
ritual to appease the rain god
and bring showers in the area,
police said on Friday.
The eight accused allegedly
paraded six minor girls naked
and also filmed the act on
Sunday in Baniya village under

the Jabera police station area,
about 50km from the Damoh
district headquarters, on Sunday,
they said.
They were charged under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and also relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the
Juvenile Justice Act on late
Thursday night, Damoh
Superintendent of Police (SP) DR
Teniwar told to news agency.
Damoh Additional
Superintendent of Police Shiv
Kumar Singh said efforts were on

CM CHOUHAN Apply to Ganesh ji and
the vow is fulfilled
INSTALLS
GANESH IDOL
T
Team Absolute |Jabalpur

Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
installed a Ganesh idol at the Chief
Minister's residence today on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi. Chouhan along
with his wife Sadhna Singh and son Kunal
reached the temporary shops built near Mata
Mandir to take Ganesh idol. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has greeted the people
of the state on Ganesh Chaturthi. Chouhan
has wished good luck to the people of the
state. Also requested to follow the necessary
precautions to avoid the third wave of corona.
Chief Minister Chouhan, in his message given
through the media from the residence, said
that the first revered Lord Ganesha should
shower blessings on everyone. The blessings
of Siddhi-Vinayak showered on the entire state
and the people of the country. May all be
happy, may all be healthy, may all be blessed,
may all be well-being.

here is a temple of Ganesh ji in
Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, where people also apply with religious rituals, because by
doing so, people's wishes
are fulfilled. This is the
reason that a large number of people reach here
during Ganesh festival.
The temple of Shrisiddha
Ganesh is situated in the
Gwarighat area of
Jabalpur. It is said that if people
come here with a wish and apply
with coconut, then their wish gets
fulfilled. The details of the devotees
who apply here are also kept by the
temple management committee.
The name, address and mobile
number entered in each application
are also entered in the
register.People associated with the
temple management committee
claim that so far more than one lakh
80 thousand people have applied
here and out of them the wishes of
more than 60 thousand people have
also been fulfilled. There is also a
story about the construction of this
temple. It is said that when the
preparations for the construction of
the temple were going on, it was
decided to raise the temple five to six
feet above the ground level, but
when the excavation started for the

construction of the temple, about
two and a half feet high of Lord
Ganesha statue was found below

four feet. Later this statue was
installed. According to Ramanuj
Tiwari, the administrator of the temple, there were many obstacles during the construction of the temple
itself, but this temple has been built,
an application was made for the
construction of the temple. This is
the reason that since then this temple is known as Arji Wale Ganesh Ji.
Here the applicants come with
coconut. The application is properly
entered in the register. People associated with the temple say that there
are more than 50 registers to record
the details of the applicants. During
Ganeshotsav in this temple, special
worship rituals run from Chaturthi
to Anant Chaudas. Along with this,
different makeup of God is done for
ten days. A person who goes here
every day gets a chance to perform
rituals.

Orchha's village Ladpurakhas
nominated for UN WTO Award
Team Absolute|Bhopal

T

he Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has congratulated all the
officers and employees of the
Tourism Department for Ladpurakhas
village of Orchha getting nominated for
the "Best Tourism Village" category in the
United Nations World Tourism
Organisation Award. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that it is a matter of pride
for Madhya Pradesh. Our state is rich in
unique architectural wealth along with
unspoiled natural beauty. Now tourism
has emerged as a focal point of not only
entertainment but also employment,
local culture, food, art and architecture.
Principal Secretary Tourism and
Culture Sheo Shekhar Shukla informed
that the Union Ministry of Tourism has
nominated Ladpurakhas village of
Orchha for the Best Tourism Village.

Along with this, two other villages have
been nominated from Meghalaya and
Telangana. Shukla said that the "Rural
Tourism" project has been started with
the objective of giving shape to the concept of rural tourism by adding new
dimensions in the field of tourism. In the
next five years, 100 villages will be developed from the point of view of rural
tourism. Among these, suitable sites will
be selected and developed in Orchha,
Khajuraho, Mandu, Sanchi, Pachmarhi,
Tamia, Panna National Park,
Bandhavgarh National Park, Sanjay
Dubri National Park, Pench and Kanha
National Park, Mitawali, Padawali etc.
Shukla said that under the Rural Tourism
Project, work is being done on 6 main
components, including regional tourism
based activities, convenient accommodation/home stays for tourists to stay,
traditional and local cuisine, cultural

experiences, art and handicraft and skill
upgradation of youth. The local community will directly benefit from the development of tourism in their area. The
Tourism Board is also providing training
to develop tourism products with the
participation of the community.Shukla
said that 'Rural Tourism' provides an
opportunity to the local people to learn
about the interest and needs of tourists
while maintaining the importance of
local culture and tradition. Through rural
tourism, tourists can also become familiar with residences and arrangements of
local cultural specialties, types and
processes of local food, dress, dialect,
customs, traditions, local means of transport, jewellery, romantic songs, music,
musical instruments, dance, painting,
methods of preservation of food grains
and food, local sports, sociality and ways
of providing hospitality to guests etc.

to arrest the accused.
Baniya village and surrounding areas are facing a droughtlike situation and locals believe
the ritual will please the rain god
and bring showers, the police
said.
After the incident came to
light, the National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) sent a notice and
sought a report from the Damoh
district administration within ten
days, officials said. The Damoh
administration is yet to reply to
the notice, they added.
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Multi-faceted ceremony on the
Amrit Mahotsav of Independence
in Jabalpur on 18th September
There will be
musical presentation of the saga of
sacrifice of tribal
heroes, Other
fighters will also
be remembered.
Union Home
Minister Amit
Shah will arrive.
Chief Minister
Chouhan took
information about
the preparations
for the ceremony
Team Absolute | Bhopal

O

n September 18, a
multi-faceted function is being organized in Jabalpur on the
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
is specially coming for this
programme. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
reviewed the preparations
for the function in a meeting held at Mantralaya on
Thursday. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that under
the 75th Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, arrangements should be made to
conduct this pride ceremony of tribal heroes systematically with full dignity. In
this ceremony in Jabalpur,
the sacrifices of tribal
Jannayak Shankar Shah and
Raghunath Shah will be
remembered. Preparations
are being made for a lyrical-musical presentation of
the saga of his sacrifice.
Wreaths will also be laid
on the statues of Shaheed
Shankar Shah and
Raghunath Shah by the
Union Home Minister and
other guests at the function.
The programme will also

feature the presentation of
patriotic poems of eminent
poetess late Subhadra
Kumari Chauhan. In this
pride celebration of tribal
heroes in the 75th Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence,
activities of exhibition,
book launch, film screening
and release of e-album will
also take place. The Union
Home Minister will visit the
exhibition focused on the
freedom movement.
Through the exhibition of
pictures of various known
and unknown freedom
fighters, their indelible contribution to the nation will
be remembered. In the ceremony, the poetic creation
of Amar Shaheed Raja
Shankarshah and
Raghunath Shah by the
British officials as a crime,
the context of killing both
of them by tying them to
the mouth of cannon will
be presented through poetry. This will be a performance by folk artists. Film
screening focusing on
Amar Shaheed Raja
Shankar Shah and
Raghunath Shah, launch of
book 'Jange-e-Azadi Mein
Jabalpur', e-album focusing
on freedom fighters,
Jannayaks and fighters will
also be done in the function. Principal Secretary
Culture, Public Relations
and Tourism Shri Sheo
Shekhar Shukla and
Principal Secretary Tribal
Affairs Department, Pallavi
Jain Govil gave detailed
information about the
preparations being made
related to the function.
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No protests in Afghanistan New avenues for collaboration between India,
Israel
in
drone-related
technology
and
solutions
T
Bhopal, Saturday, September 11, 2021

EDITOR’S SPECS

he Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, in
a statement, said that people are no
longer allowed to arrange demonstrations until and unless they have permission
from the government. The statement reads
that for the time being, no group and no one
is allowed to protest no matter under which
name and for what purpose. The Taliban
released the statement after some protests in
the past five days in Kabul and province
turned violent. As per the statement, some
people are taking to the streets in Kabul and
provinces who are prompted by some parties and have disturbed the order of lives
and have threatened the security of citizens.
Protestors should have permission from the
Ministry of Justice and should inform security forces at least 24 hours in advance to
ensure the security of protest. They should
also share the slogans of protest, the time
and the starting point and ending point of
the demonstration with the relevant bodies.
Kabul and other provinces have been witnessing protests being arranged by women
for their participation in the cabinet and
against the so-called interference of Pakistan
in Afghanistan. While, In response to the
new cabinet announced by the Taliban for
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, the
resistance front in Panjshir province led by
Ahmad Massoud has said that they will
declare a parallel government in the country
after consultations. The front termed the
Taliban's caretaker government as illegitimate and a vivid enmity with the people of
Afghanistan, Khaama News reported.The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan announced
a 33-member caretaker government on
Tuesday, which will be led by Mullah
Muhammad Hassan Akhund. The front in
its statement reiterated resistance against the
Taliban and added that the Taliban are a
threat to the region and the world. The front
has asked the UN, UNHRC, EU, SARC,
ECO, and the member states of OIC to stop
cooperation with the Taliban.

Jonathan Zadka

O

ut of the different innovative technology-driven
solutions and platforms,
'drones' must be one of the
most intriguing and mind
captivating in nature. In other words, a
very 'cool' one. It is very easy to appreciate the unique angle they provide on
things and to imagine the endless
opportunities they can offer. However, it
is another thing to actually create such
solutions in a practical manner or that
are economically viable. Moreover, it is
even harder to 'translate' the relevance
of it to the end users, should it be a
small farmer or a construction worker.
It is not surprising then that the global interest in drones' civil applications is
growing at an exponential speed.
Beyond the obvious commercial applications, advancements in technology
and reduced costs, together with their
respected advantages (including reach
and versatility) are some of the reasons
fuelling this rapid growth.
In this respect, it is well understood
why the recent announcement by The
Ministry of Civil Aviation on the liberalisation of 'Drone Rules' was so well
received and perceived as a bold and
welcoming move, from which India
could soon emerge as a global drone
hub.As Prime Minister Narendra Modi
voiced on Twitter: "The new Drone
Rules usher in a landmark moment for
this sector in India. The rules are based
on the premise of trust and self-certification. Approvals, compliance requirements and entry barriers have been significantly reduced". The Prime Minister
also added that, "The new Drone Rules
will tremendously help startups and our
youth working in this sector. It will open
up new possibilities for innovation &
business. It will help leverage India's
strengths in innovation, technology &
engineering to make India a drone
hub".As in so many other technologydriven aspects, India and Israel would
find a mutual benefit in collaboration.
The two very different economies tend
to complement one another and leverage each other especially when making
deep-tech more accessible and scalable,
and relevant for the respected domestic
markets as well as to global markets.
Israel is a leading developer of

drones, unmanned aircraft, and
autonomous vehicles, with versatile
capabilities in this sector. It is well
known for its related military technological sector when it comes to the use
of unmanned aircrafts (UAVs), as well as
to the respected uses for autonomous
drones in the civilian sector. There is a
strong linkage between the long history
of UAV manufacturing under the
defence industry and the advanced
positioning the civilian industry enjoys
now. Such technology transfer allows
civilian implications of similar technology perfected earlier.
With dozens of drone tech startups
supported by the Israeli innovation
ecosystem, drone-based solutions, and
services are introduced in a variety of
fields including agriculture, construction, transportation, e-commerce and
many more.
Such activity is encouraged by the
government. For example, earlier this
year, the Israeli Innovation Authority
together with Transportation Ministry,
the Israel Aviation Authority, Ayalon
Highways Co., and the Prime Minister's
Office commissioned a pilot drone project that will see hundreds of drones
from a variety of companies test out
their technologies in different sectors
over shared airspace in the next two
years. Over the course of the project, the
drones from a variety of firms will make
300 flights a day in the designated area,
each vehicle simulating the execution of
a range of increasingly complex tasks:
food delivery, transport of medicine
and medical equipment, transport of
packages and agricultural services.
The drones are also put to test in several non-commercial initiatives too.
Recently, the Ministry of Environmental
Protection became the first ministry in
Israel to set up a drone unit to fight
extensively against environmental
offenders. It is also looking into Green

XI, BIDEN HOLD 'BROAD,
STRATEGIC DISCUSSION'
Washington/Beijing|Agenci
es

U

S President Joe Biden
and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping on
Friday held a "broad, strategic discussion" during which
the two leaders spoke of
issues regarding mutual
interest.In a statement, the
White House said that during
the phone call, which was the
second since Biden took
office in January, they discussed "areas where our
interests converge, and areas
where our interests, values,
and perspectives diverge".
"They agreed to engage on
both sets of issues openly
and straightforwardly."
The White House said that

the discussion, as per Biden,
was part of Washington's
ongoing effort to "responsibly
manage the competition"

between the US and China.
"President Biden underscored the US' enduring
interest in peace, stability,

UN WOMEN CHIEF ASKS TALIBAN TO
RESPECT RIGHTS OF AFGHAN WOMEN
United Nations|Agencies

Robinder Sachdev

T

he
Russian
National
Security
Advisor will be
meeting the
Indian NSA,
and the Prime
Minister of
India
Wednesday -- primarily to discuss Afghanistan. There are
other critical matters too between Russia and India -including overcoming the American sanctions on Russia, so
that the S-400 missile defence systems can be purchased by
India. PM Modi will have to take up this matter very soon
with President Biden in their meeting, which is due in a
couple of weeks. This too should be discussed today.
But back to the issue of Afghanistan. Russia and India
must call for a Hindu Kush Peace Summit, with all countries that share a border with Afghanistan. Participants at
the summit must include Iran, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,
Pakistan, China, and of course Russia and India. The objective of the summit should be to 'firewall' the 'physical'
spread of terrorists beyond the territory of Afghanistan. The
inspirational spread of ideology is a different matter, will be
secondary, and each nation will have to work out its own
manner on how to stop this spread.Each of the border
nations with Afghanistan has a big problem on their hands
-- and the challenges for each nation are specific to its own
history. All of these nations may be playing their own
power and cat-mouse games in the vast heartlands and
mountains of the Hindu Kush region, but they can come
together for a 'Common Minimum Program' on at least one
issue -- how to contain the export of terror-jihadis into their
country, and also the issue of refugees that has arisen.By
convening such a peace summit, India and Russia will
interject a new, positive, and solution-oriented dynamic in
this region. With the abdication, withdrawal of US and
Europe from Afghanistan, now the destiny of this region is
in the hands of these above nations -- and how they provide a Common Minimum Leadership which at the same
time helps them to secure their own borders.Exactly 20
years after 9/11, the world is now witnessing another shift,
which is as terrifying in its scope as 9/11 was. Today we are
seeing the birth of a newer version, a silent-9/11 which has
epicentre in the Hindu Kush region, and which will stab
and bleed the core sovereign interests of all in the neighbourhood.It is in the mutual self-interest of Russia, and
India, to convene this summit. All participating nations can
protect their self-interest via this summit. Russia and India
must take leadership, step forth -- and shape a new paradigm of Eurasia.
(Robinder Sachdev is president of The Imagindia
Institute. The views are personal)

(The writer is The Consul General
of Israel to South India, Bengaluru.
The views are personal)

TALIBAN CLOSES
BANK ACCOUNTS
OF EX-AFGHAN
GOVT OFFICIALS
Kabul: The Taliban have
closed the bank accounts
of some officials from the
former Ashraf Ghani government, most of them
who fled Afghanistan after
the August 15 fall of
Kabul, the media reported.The announcement
was made on Thursday by
Anaamullah Samangani, a
member of the Taliban
Cultural Commission, but
he did not reveal the
names of the affected former officials, TOLO News
reported.
"Accounts of some officials from the previous
government, most of
whom fled the country,
have been closed,"
Samangani was quoted as
saying.There was however
no official comment on
the development from Da
Afghanistan Bank, the
country's Central Bank.

international
Palestinian factions
call for 'day of rage'

Ramallah|Agencies

L

eaders of Palestinian
factions, including the
Islamic Hamas
Movement, have called for a
day of rage on Friday to support Palestinians imprisoned by Israel.
Wasel Abu Yousef, a
member of the executive
committee of Palestine
Liberation Organization
(PLO), told reporters in
Ramallah that all the West
Bank and Gaza factions
agreed to designate Friday
as a day of rage, reports
Xinhua news agency.
"Friday will be a day of
confrontation with the
Israeli soldiers at roadblocks
and checkpoints in solidarity with the prisoners and in
rejection to the endless violations against their rights,"
Abu Yousef said.

In Gaza, Hamas and the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
(PIJ) said in two separate
press statements that they
call on the Palestinians in
the West Bank and East
Jerusalem to join a day of
rage on Friday.
The PIJ calls on all
Palestinian people to continue the state of anger and
confrontation in the

Palestinian territory, said
Tariq Selmi, spokesman for
the group in Gaza in a statement.On Monday, six
Palestinian prisoners
escaped from the Gilboa
prison in northern Israel
through a tunnel they dug
underneath the jail. Israeli
authorities tightened their
measures in across all prisons later.

Global Covid-19 case US INITIAL JOBLESS
CLAIMS HIT NEW LOW
load tops 223 mn
I
T
Washington|Agencies

A

UN high-ranking official
has called on the
Taliban authorities in
Afghanistan to respect the
rights of women.
"Women have a right to
peaceful protest and to a life
free of violence. In taking control of Afghanistan, the Taliban
authorities assume a duty to
respect and protect these
rights," Xinhua news agency
quoted Pramila Patten, officerin-charge of UN Women, as
saying.
"I am shocked and outraged
by the images of women in
Afghanistan being whipped,
hit with shock batons and
beaten simply for exercising
their right to peaceful protest.
I stand in solidarity with all
Afghan women who are fighting for the respect of their fundamental rights and freedoms," said Patten.
"I call again upon the
Taliban to adhere to their duty

and prosperity in the IndoPacific and the world and the
two leaders discussed the
responsibility of both nations
to ensure competition does
not veer into conflict," it
added.
Meanwhile, Beijing's staterun Xinhua news agency said
that the two leaders "had
candid, in-depth and extensive strategic communication
and exchanges on China-US
relations and relevant issues
of mutual interest".
Xi pointed out that
whether they can handle
their relationship well bears
on the future of the world,
and it is a question of the
century to which the two
countries must provide a
good answer, it said.

Policing using drones with specialised
cameras that can record videos at night
using infrared or thermal vision.
Furthermore, in Israel, during the
pandemic the drones were extremely
helpful in enforcing the Covid-19 protocols. In the past one year, Israel has
heightened its drone operations with
over 3000 flights supporting countrywide efforts to fight Covid-19.
One of the most interesting sectors
and perhaps the most relevant for collaboration between Israel and India
would be the agriculture front.
There is a great potential for drones
in promoting precision-based agriculture and in the improvement of sustainable agriculture. Drones offer effective
solutions to complicated challenges
and allow users to use innovative methods to reduce risk and uncertainty.
Current cutting-edge technology
allows Israeli companies to offer solutions and services based on drones that
provide better, cheaper and safer solutions. Drone can be used for administering pesticides and dealing with specific pests, monitoring fields and detecting crop disease at an early stage. The
development of high-resolution, lowdistortion multispectral camera solutions for agriculture allows the synchronization of multi-camera imagery from
fast-flying drones with a single camera,
providing advanced modelling.
The operation of a fleet of airborne
robots provides an autonomous solution for crop management and harvesting including picking, thinning, and
pruning as well as enables fruit sorting
at the source with better access to treetops and an ability to work in complex
terrain, such as narrow or mountainous
plantations.Machine Learning based
data-driven solutions are available for
analysing tree health, helping the users
to identify the weak trees, tree clusters,
and the health status of trees using artificial intelligence and drone imaging
technologies.
As in many other fields of technology
Israel and India can push through
together, the use of drones (especially in
agriculture) could be one of the more
exciting ones.

RUSSIA AND INDIA
MUST CONVENE HINDU
KUSH PEACE SUMMIT

Washington|Agencies

to ensure the full rights of all
women and girls in
Afghanistan, to ensure the
immediate cessation of this
wholly unacceptable normalization of violence against
them and to monitor and
investigate these violations so
that perpetrators are held
accountable whenever and
wherever such violence
occurs," she said.

There can be little credibility for promises made by the
Taliban authorities to respect
the rights of women and girls
while such flagrant violations
take place with impunity.
There must be urgent action
to ensure that women can
fully, equally and safely exercise their right to participation
in the public and political life
of Afghanistan, she added.

he global coronavirus
caseload has topped
223 million, while the
deaths have surged to more
than 4.60 million and vaccinations soared to over 5.59
billion, according to the
Johns Hopkins University.
In its latest update on
Friday morning, the
University's Center for Systems Science and
Engineering (CSSE) revealed that the current global caseload, death toll and vaccination tally stood at 223,100,992, 4,604,426 and
5,597,039,397, respectively.
The US continues to be the worst-hit
country with the world's highest number of
cases and deaths at 40,600,763 and 654,576
respectively, according to the CSSE.
In terms of infections, India follows in the
second place with 33,139,981 cases.
The other worst countries with over 3
million cases are Brazil (20,958,899), the UK
(7,165,121), Russia (6,982,628), France

(6,962,917), Turkey (6,590,384), Iran
(5,237,799), Argentina (5,218,993),
Colombia (4,925,000), Spain (4,903,021),
Italy (4,590,941), Indonesia (4,153,355),
Germany (4,058,956) and Mexico
(3,465,171), the CSSE figures showed.
In terms of deaths, Brazil comes second
with 585,174 fatalities.
Nations with a death toll of over 100,000
are India (441,749), Mexico (265,420), Peru
(198,621), Russia (186,999), Indonesia
(138,116), the UK (134,166), Italy (129,766),
Colombia (125,480), France (115,938),
Argentina (113,099) and Iran (112,935).

nitial jobless
claims in the US
dropped to
310,000 last week
amid a Delta variantfuelled Covid-19
resurgence, hitting a
new low since the
beginning of the pandemic early last year,
the Labour
Department said.In the week ending September 4, the number of Americans filing for unemployment benefits decreased
by 35,000 from the previous week's upwardly revised level of
345,000, according to a report released on Thursday by the
Department's Bureau of Labour Statistics.The latest figure
marked the lowest level for initial claims since March 14, 2020
when it was 256,000, reports Xinhua news agency.In recent
months, initial jobless claims have hit fresh lows by multiple
times, but the declining trend was repeatedly reversed, indicating a bumpy economic recovery.The latest report also
showed that the number of people continuing to collect regular state unemployment benefits in the week ending August 28
decreased by 22,000 to 2.78 million. That number peaked in
April and May last year, when it was over 20 million.
Meanwhile, the total number of people claiming benefits in all
programs, state and federal combined, for the week ending
August 21 decreased by 255,757 to 11.9 million.
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FOR 2ND YEAR, AUSTERE GANESHOTSAV,
SANS CROWDS AMID COVID FEARS
Quaid Najmi|Mumbai

F

or the second consecutive year, millions of people in Mumbai, the
coastal Konkan region and other
parts of the state on Friday cheerfully welcomed Lord Ganesha amid
stringent restrictions to ward off the lurking
threats of the Covid-19 'third wave'.
The state's biggest public festival's lowkey
celebrations were further hit by an abrupt
change in the rules -- banning all physical
'darshan' at the 2,400-odd public associations which have erected marquees (pandals) for devotees -- disappointing the organisers.
"We were all geared to conduct the festival
with full Covid-19 protocols but at the lastminute, the new rule with Sec. 144 has been
clamped. This has come as a shock to all, but
we shall strictly adhere to the government
norms for public safety," the BrihanMumbai
Sarvajanik Ganeshutsav Samanway Samiti
(BSGSS) President Naresh Dahibhavkar told
correspondent.
The missing crowds could entail huge
losses of over Rs 100-crore for the public
associations which had hoped to collect
devotees offerings in their coffers besides
sponsors and advertisers, for carrying out
various charitable services round-the-year,
rued Dahibhavkar.
Undaunted, the ordinary folks lustily

chanting 'Ganpati Bappa Morya', started
bringing the idols of their beloved lord since
last night to their homes, housing societies,
public or private complexes and associations, and virtually every household in villages, for the low-key but highly devotional

celebrations over the next 10 days.
This morning, lakhs of families performed
the 'sthapna poojas' followed by traditional
'aartis' to mark the birthday of Lord Ganesha,
the son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati.
On Saturday, a majority of the households

Congress like 'zamindar' who can't
maintain 'haveli': Sharad Pawar
Team Absolute|Mumbai

N

CP chief Sharad Pawar
on Thursday said
those in Congress
should accept that the party
no longer holds sway from
'Kashmir to Kanyakumari'
like it once did, and indicated
his partner in Maharashtra's
ruling alliance should undertake a reality check.
"There was a time when
there was Congress from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. But
not so anymore. This (reality)
should be accepted. The
closeness (with other opposition parties) will increase
once there is a mentality
(within Congress) to accept
this (fact)," Pawar said.
"When it comes to leadership, my colleagues in the
Congress are not in a mind to
take a different point of
view," Pawar told to a news
channel.Pawar was informed
that when told about
Mamata Banerjee being the

face of the united opposition
for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
Congress people say they
have Rahul Gandhi. "All parties, specially colleagues in
Congress, are not ready to
take a different stance on
their leadership," Pawar
quipped.
Asked if this was due to
arrogance, Pawar cited an
anecdote about "zamindars
(landlords) who have lost
most of their land and are
unable to maintain their
'haveli' (mansion)."
The Congress and NCP

have differences
only over the
style of functioning, said Pawar,
who quit the
'Grand Old Party'
in 1999 over leadership issues.
"The NCP is committed to the ideology of Gandhi
and Nehru," he
added. "Shiv
Sena, too, was never a bitter
critic of Congress. Bal
Thackeray had supported
Indira Gandhi for her decision to impose Emergency.
In the elections after
Emergency, Shiv Sena did
not put up any candidate
against the Congress," Pawar
pointed out.
Pawar praised
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray as a "softspoken person" who doesn't
back out when faced with
responsibility. "I have seen
Uddhav Thackeray since his

childhood. When he began
overseeing the affairs of Shiv
Sena, he followed his father's
(Bal Thackeray) guidelines.
But when the responsibility
of the party fell on him, there
was some scepticism about
his abilities," Pawar said. "But
the Sena won Mumbai civic
polls under Uddhav's leadership. After that it became
clear that he may be a softspoken person but has the
ability, and can shoulder
responsibility," the NCP chief
said. "Under Uddhav
Thackeray, the Shiv Sena has
grown," he added.
The NCP chief, who is considered by many as the chief
architect of the MVA, said
they were keeping a "close
eye" on the differences which
emerged between the Shiv
Sena and its then ally BJP
after the 2019 assembly polls
results. "We then felt we need
to speak to the Shiv Sena....
(Sena MP) Sanjay Raut took
the initiative," he said.

would give the first send-off and perform the
immersions of the Ganpati idols marking the
one-and-half-day celebrations of the fest
ending on September 19.
Considered the God of wisdom, the potbellied-elephant-headed Lord Ganesha
brings in prosperity and good fortune and
drives away obstacles ('vigna') and ill-luck.
This year also, the idol height is restricted
to 4 feet for marquees and 2 feet for home
worship -- a significant drop from the prepandemic era when some of the majestic
Lord Ganesha idols benignly stared down at
devotees from 20-feet plus pinnacles.
Hoping to make the best of the austere celebrations, the BSGSS have decided to
enhance their Covid-19 volunteer forces by
at least 20 per cent to grapple the potential
'third wave', said Dahibhavkar.
"From tomorrow, we shall launch health
campaigns, organise blood donations and
other social activities in a planned manner to
avoid crowds," he added.
Celebrated across the country, the
Mumbai-Pune-Nashik-Konkan quadrangle is
the main epicentre of the festival with some
of the biggest celebrations witnessed here
annually.Not willing to take any chances with
the 'third wave' apparently round-the-corner,
the government has permitted only 'online'
darshans since even temples and other
places of worship are shut as per the Centre's
directives.

F

ormer Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh,
who is being investigated in
connection with the Antilia bomb
scare case and murder of businessman Mansukh Hiren, allegedly used
FaceTime ID 'Balaji Kurkure' to communicate through his phone, the
National Investigation Agency (NIA),
which is probing the case, has reportedly been told.
During the investigation, an intelligence officer told the NIA that the ID
on Param Bir Singh's iPhone was created in his office in April. The ID was
named 'Balaji Kurkure' because a
packet of the brand's snack was kept
in Param Bir Singh's office when it
was created, stated a chargesheet.
In his statement to the NIA, the
intelligence officer said that as there
was no network inside Param Bir
Singh's DG Home Guard office, the
person who was activating the
Facetime ID came outside to enter
the ID and password. "I typed the
password, the first name was Kurkure
and the last name Balaji was used to
create the iPhone ID. He used this

name because at that time Balaji
Kurkure pack was kept in the office,"
the officer said.
The NIA has written to Apple - the
maker of iPhone - in connection with
the investigation into the death of
Mansukh Hiren - the businessman
who owned the car in which the gelatin sticks were planted near the residence of industrialist Mukesh
Ambani in February this year - to
look into several email IDs and
accounts in connection with the

probe.The probe agency has been
trying to piece together several
online accounts to unearth the conspiracy around Mansukh Hiren's
death. The NIA believes sacked
police officer Sachin Waze and former encounter specialist Pradeep
Sharma were the key conspirators in
the case.The NIA has recorded the
statement of the intelligence officer
in connection with the online
accounts it has been investigating.
The intelligence officer is also

Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

ne person
has been
arrested in
connection with
the shocking rape
and brutalisation of
a 30-year-old
woman in Mumbai
late on Thursday
night, police said
on Friday.
According to
police, after raping
the women in Khirani Road area of Sakinaka, the accused
allegedly pushed a rod into her genitals before escaping.
Sakinaka Police Station's Senior Police Inspector
Balwant Deshmukh said that the accused, identified as
local, Madhu Chavan, 45, has been arrested and is being
interrogated in connection with the dastardly crime.
The victim, who was found bleeding profusely, was
rushed in a critical condition to the BMC's Rajawadi
Hospital, but Deshmukh declined to comment on her
health status, saying "she remains under treatment".
Top police officials rushed to the spot for investigations,
and to nab the others involved, in the crime that came on
the eve of the state's biggest festival Ganeshotsav which
started on Friday.

UDDHAV THACKERAY PRAYS FOR DESTRUCTION
OF ''EVIL'' VIRUS AS GANESH FEST BEGINS
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
urged citizens to launch a
strong movement against coronavirus
and said he prayed to Lord Ganesh to
destroy all "evil and negativity" as the
10-day festival dedicated to the deity
began amid the pandemic and looming threat of a third wave.
For the second straight year, the
pandemic cast a long shadow on
Ganesh Chaturthi festivities with the
Maharashtra government placing a
slew of restrictions to avoid gathering
and processions.
Urging citizens to strictly follow
coronavirus norms, the CM said people's health was more important than
any festival.
''We need to work towards eradicating the pandemic permanently by
behaving as responsible citizens. In
the last two years, we have been
forced to impose restrictions in celebrations. People's lives and health are
more important than any festival. I am
confident Lord Ganesh, who is called
Vighnaharta (one who removes all
hurdles) will destroy the evil virus," he

FaceTime ID "Balaji Kurkure" For Parambir Singh, Ex Top Cop: Probe
Team Absolute|Mumbai

MUMBAI WOMAN
RAPED, BRUTALISED
LIKE 'NIRBHAYA';
ONE NABBED

learned to have corroborated the fact
that a cyber expert was paid ? 5 lakh
to fudge a report and state that a terror outfit, Jaish-Ul-Hind, was behind
the planting of explosives (gelatin
sticks) near Ambani's residence,
Antilia.
The report, the cyber expert said,
was made at the request of Singh,
who told him it would be shared with
the NIA. The report was meant to be
confidential as the Delhi Police was
also investigating the role of the terror outfit in another case, but it got
leaked the next day.
While the NIA has not been clear
on Param Bir Singh's role in the conspiracy, if any, the chargesheet contains several witness statements that
point that the former Mumbai top
cop was involved in propagating the
claim that a terror outfit was behind
placing explosives near Ambani's
home, a theory that was rubbished
by the NIA. The statements of other
witnesses also establish that Param
Bir Singh met the accused - former
encounter specialist police officer
Pradeep Sharma and Assistant Police
Inspector Sachin Waze - a day after
Mansukh Hiren's death.

said. Thackeray asked citizens to use
the festival to launch a movement to
get rid of coronavirus by staying alert
and following all norms. "Just like
Lokmanya Tilak used the Ganeshotav
to inspire people to fight the British,
all mandals and organisations should
use the festival to create awareness
about virus and ensure it is permanently destroyed,'' Thackeray said.

He was speaking after performing
the customary puja at his official residence ''Varsha'' in south Mumbai,
where he welcomed Lord Ganesh.
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Devendra Fadnavis of the
BJP reiterated his demand for reopening places of worship, saying livelihood of people associated with them
was severely impacted.

JioPhone Next in advanced trials,
to be rolled out before Diwali
Team Absolute|Mumbai

J

io and Google have
announced that
they
have made
considerable
progress
towards
launching the
much-awaited
JioPhone Next,
the made-for-India
smartphone being
jointly designed by
the companies.
It is a first-of-its-kind
device featuring an optimised operating system based on
Android and Play Store.
"The device and the
operating system will
offer premium capabilities that
have until now been associated
with more powerful smartphones,
including voice-first features that

enable people to consume content and navigate the phone in their own language,
deliver a great camera experience, and get
the latest Android feature and security
updates," said a statement.
Both companies have begun testing
JioPhone Next with a limited set of users for
further refinement and are actively working
to make it available more widely in time
for the Diwali festive season.
This additional time will also help
mitigate the current industry-wide,
global semiconductor shortages.
JioPhone Next is built with exciting features like the Google
Assistant, automatic read-aloud
and language translation for any
on-screen text, a smart camera
with India-centric filters and
much more.
The statement said that
the companies remain
committed to their vision
of opening up new possibilities for millions of
Indians, especially those
who will experience the internet
for the very first time.

CBI REPLY SOUGHT ON BAIL PLEA OF ANIL DESHMUKH'S LAWYER IN CORRUPTION CASE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Delhi High Court Friday
sought CBI's reply on bail
application of former
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh's lawyer Anand
Daga in connection with a corruption case.Justice Yogesh
Khanna issued notice on the
plea and listed it for further
hearing on September 27.
Anand Daga was arrested for
allegedly trying to subvert the
Bombay High Court-directed
preliminary enquiry against
Deshmukh.
Lawyer Tanveer Ahmed Mir

appeared for Daga before the
high court.
On September 8, a Special
CBI court here had rejected
Anand Daga's bail application,
saying that the investigation was
still inconclusive and recoveries
made during the investigation
connected him with the alleged
offence.Special Judge Vimal
Kumar Yadav had noted that the
accused himself was a lawyer
and was well-acquainted with
the legal process and that it
could not be ruled out that he
may try to scuttle or influence
the investigation which was not
confined to a particular geo-

graphical area.
"Therefore, considering the
entire gamut of facts and circumstances, the accused does
not deserve to be considered for
bail at this stage," the judge had
said, adding that Daga was "facing allegations of serious
nature".The CBI had registered a
case against its sub-inspector
Abhishek Tiwari and the
Nagpur-based advocate, besides
others on various allegations,
including illegal gratification.
A report of the preliminary
enquiry (PE) purportedly giving
clean chit to Deshmukh was
leaked earlier causing embar-

rassment to the agency.
"Attempts by Anil
Deshmukh's team were in contempt of the Bombay High Court
which had directed that all concerned should fully cooperate
with the CBI while conducting
the PE. In this case it has
appeared that Anil Deshmukh's
team tried to subvert the PE,"
the CBI had said.
The CBI then started a PE on
the orders of the Bombay High
Court which had issued the
direction while hearing a public
interest litigation on allegations
of corruption against
Deshmukh.
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NICKI MINAJ TWEETS KEKE,
TAMAR, BRANDY TO ASSIST
WITH HER NEW SONG
New York | Agencies

N

icki Minaj has been getting back in the booth,
recording new material and she's asking
some A-list R&B singers to join her. The
superstar rapper shared a snippet of what
sounds like new music on Twitter, but Minaj
wasn't spitting her usual rapid-fire bars in the video that only showcased her
vocals and didn't show her face. Instead, she was singing some ethereal "Yeahs"
over and over again in a hypnotic pattern while humming at the end. "Been
really enjoying recording again," she wrote on Twitter while sharing a fan's
recording of her IG clip.But she wants a specific trio of phenomenal
ladies to really hone in on the sound, and she's calling on the Barbz
to help with the outreach.She wrote, "Barbz: ask Keke, Tamar &
Brandy to redo this. That's what I sound like in my head,"
she tweeted, later clarifying that she meant Keke Wyatt
instead of Keke Palmer (whom she added was "my
boo"). "Would love to hear ppl who can rlly do
it."Nicki, 38, also called on the more current
generation of female R&B singers to
hop on the snippet with their harmonies. "Summer, Jhene &
Kehlani can be good in the
blend as well with their harmonies," she wrote on her
Twitter page. It's unclear
what Nicki plans to release,
but indicated she will do something similar with her fellow
female rappers.

Machine Gun
Kelly gets sued
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

parking lot attendant filed a civil lawsuit
Thursday against Machine Gun Kelly
for allegedly traumatizing him last
month on a Los Angeles movie set.
John Martin Tilli, sued the 31-year-old
singer - real name Colson Baker - for assault,
battery, negligence and elder abuse, according to an article by TMZ.
Tilli alleged that MGK got aggressive and
pushed him after he asked if MGK had a permit to film his movie 'Good Mourning With
A U' on August 23 in a Studio City parking
lot, according to court documents.
Tilli then claimed that he asked MGK if
he had a permit to film before learning from
the bank branch that he did not have permission, according to the lawsuit.
The lawsuit claimed that Tilli informed
MGK's crew that they needed a permit and
asked them to leave, reports
dailymail.co.uk.
Tilli alleged that MGK and his production crew and staff then became aggressive
and surrounded him, according to court
documents.

R&B star Chloe's debut
song 'Have Mercy' out
Los Angeles | Agencies

New
York |
Agencies

R

RIHANNA
DROPS
LAWSUIT
AGAINST
FATHER

ihanna
has
dropped a lawsuit against her father Ronald
Fenty, who previously was alleged to have been misusing
her name for his own benefit.
Court documents viewed by Complex show that Rihanna,
alongside her company Roraj Trade LLC and Combermere
Entertainment Properties, filed a stipulation of dismissal of
the entire lawsuit on September 7. The suit had named
Fenty Entertainment LLC, a California-based company, as
well as Ronald Fenty and Moses Joktan Perkins.
In January of 2019, Rihanna was reported to be suing her
father as well as the aforementioned business partner
Moses Joktan Perkins over allegations of deceiving people
into believing she was involved with his company. She also
said he had tried to book her on an overseas tour without
permission.
The case was due to come to trial on September 22, but
Rihanna filed to dismiss the case on Tuesday.
Rihanna, whose full name is Robyn Rihanna Fenty, filed
her legal case two years ago, saying: "Although Mr Fenty is
Rihanna's father, he does not have, and never has had,
authority to act on Rihanna's behalf," according to
BBC.com. The singer, who is the world's richest musician,
has long had a strained relationship with her father, who has
struggled with alcoholism and drug addiction in the past.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

C

hloe Bailey, of the R&B sister duo Chloe x Halle, released her debut solo single 'Have Mercy' on Friday.
Chloe took to her Instagram page and shared the release announcement with a glimpse of the music
video. She wrote in the caption, "booty so big, have mercy video out now, go watch it."
Earlier this year, the two sisters created separate social media accounts announcing "so many exciting things
coming." This is the first solo song from the 23-year-old Grammy-nominated Chloe's upcoming debut album, which
will be released on Parkwood Entertainment/Columbia. "I'm creating my own lane, as well as paying homage to the
ones who have inspired me. It has been fun finding my voice," Chloe told Billboard about her solo musical endeavour.
Chloe will bring 'Have Mercy' to the 2021 MTV Video Music Awards on September 12, for its television debut performance.

'GUNPOWDER MILKSHAKE': A PLAIN-VANILLA CRIME THRILLER
FILM
REVIEW
TROY RIBEIRO

Gunpowder Milkshake
Direction: Navot Papushado
Cast: Karen Gillan, Lena Headey, Carla
Gugino, Chloe Coleman, Michelle Yeoh,
Angela Bassett, Paul Giamatti and Ralph
Ineson.
Duration: 114 minutes; (Releasing in
Theatres)
Ratings: * * * (three stars)

T

he two tubs of vanilla-flavoured icecream on a fridge rack, seen in one of
the scenes of the film, scream to be
recognised. Ah, yes, vanilla is the essence of
this crime thriller.
Set in the underbelly of the city,
'Gunpowder Milkshake' is the tale of
Samantha a.k.a. Sam (Karen Gillan), an
assassin who follows in her mother's footsteps by working for a notorious crime
agency called 'The Firm'.
Like her mother Scarlet (Lena Headey),
who vanished 15 years ago, Sam is an ace
assassin "with quite a reputation". At the
agency, she reports to, and is protected by,
her mother's friend Nathan (Paul Giamatti).

While executing an assignment, Sam
erroneously kills the son of Jim McAlester
(Ralph Ineson), a rival kingpin. This puts
The Firm in a tight spot and the "Bosses"
want to get rid of her. But, in order to save
Sam and pacify his bosses, Nathan sends
Sam on another assignment -- to recover
The Firm's stolen money.When Sam reaches
the venue and gets into a scuffle, she accidently shoots the thief, who reveals to her
that he stole the money because his daugh-

ter Emily (Chloe Coleman) had been kidnapped. This revelation causes a change of
heart in Sam, who goes all out to rescue the
kid. Vowing to keep Emily alive, Sam goes
rogue.
Meanwhile, McAlester and his boys are
closing in on Sam and Emily when Scarlet
resurfaces in Sam's life. Along with her three
friends -- Anna May (Angela Bassett),
Florence (Michelle Yeoh) and Madeline
(Carla Gugino), who run "The Library", a

front for an armoury -- Scarlet comes to
Sam's rescue.
Despite a cold-blooded killer trope that
hangs over the narrative, the film focuses on
the emotional mother-daughter bond
between Sam and Scarlet, and the sisterhood between Scarlet and her friends. There
is also Sam's redemptive arc -- from being a
'cold-blooded killer' to a 'cold-blooded killer
with a conscience' -- that takes centrestage
once Emily comes into Sam's life.
Layered with heavy metallic music, the
film is stylishly mounted with seamlessly
choreographed blood-spattering action
sequences set in a variety of backdrops,
from a neon-lit bowling alley to a mall parking lot, to a dental clinic. It's fun to watch
women combat men and some of the brutal
fighting shots are cleverly captured. While
these occasional bursts of violence appear
exciting, the end result is predictable with
the enemies dropping down dead.
On the performance front, each of the
actors is engaging and has her or his
moments of dynamic, on-screen glory. They
all appear to be shallow, tough, impatient,
smug and fairly one-dimensional.
Overall, although the film is technically
smart, the execution of most of the scenes
appear to be overdone and previously seen,
so much so, that you'll try recalling them
while watching the film. Few similar films
that come to mind at once are the 'John
Wick' series, 'Kill Bill' and Luc Besson's
'Leon: The Professional'.

Maura Higgins
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BCCI ASKS ENGLAND BOARD TO
RESCHEDULE THE FINAL TEST
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Indian cricket board has asked the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) to
reschedule the fifth and final Test of the
ongoing series after it was cancelled due to the
Indian players' reluctance to play it following
emergence of a fresh Covid-19 positive case.
India lead the series 2-1 after four Tests.
"In lieu of the strong relationship between
BCCI and ECB, the BCCI has offered to ECB a
rescheduling of the cancelled Test match. Both
the Boards will work towards finding a window to
reschedule this Test match," said the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in a statement.
The BCCI along with the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) had earlier jointly decided
to call off the fifth Test scheduled at Old Trafford
in Manchester.
"The BCCI and ECB held several rounds of discussion to find a way to play the Test Match, however, the outbreak of Covid-19 in the Indian team
contingent forced the decision of calling off the
Old Trafford Test Match," the BCCI added further
in the statement.
"The BCCI has always maintained that the
safety and well-being of the players is of paramount importance and there will be no comprise
on that aspect," it said further.
"The BCCI would like to thank the ECB for
their co-operation and understanding in these

T

While it is an evolving
situation, it's a
mess: Hussain
"While it is an evolving
situation, it's a mess.
The only thing I can
tell you is that the final
Test is off. There won't
be a Test match here
at Old Trafford. There's
not one here scheduled for next year for
the moment. This Test
match is not happening. There is still a
debate about who has forfeited and the
actual result of the game, that hasn't been
clarified yet. The ECB will work that out
with India and the ICC in due course. So,
there's been no forfeiture. It is just an
evolving situation where this Test match
has been cancelled and that will be the end
of the Indian tour of England."

trying times. We would like to apologise to the
fans for not being able to complete an enthralling
series," it added. On Thursday, team assistant
physiotherapist Yogesh Parmar had tested positive a few days after head coach Ravi Shastri,
bowling coach Bharat Arun and fielding coach R
Sridhar had tested positive.

MESSI, NEYMAR SET RECORDS AS ARGENTINA,
BRAZIL EDGE CLOSER TO WORLD CUP
Manchester | Rio de Janeiro

aris Saint-Germain
teammates Lionel
Messi and Neymar both
broke scoring records on
Friday (IST) as Argentina and
Brazil continued their march
toward next year's World Cup
in Qatar.
Argentina's captain
grabbed a brilliant hat-trick
in his team's 3-0 defeat of
Bolivia while Neymar scored
one goal and set up another
as Brazil overcame Peru 2-0.
Messi was in sparkling
form in front of 21,000 fans at
the Monumental stadium in
Buenos Aires as he equalled
and then surpassed Brazil
legend Pele as South
America's highest scorer in
international football.
The former Barcelona forward gave the hosts the lead
in the 14th minute by nutmegging Luis Haquin and
curling a sublime 25-yard
effort into the top left corner.
Messi doubled his tally just
after the hour, twice exchanging passes with Lautaro
Martinez before dribbling
around Jairo Quinteros and
drilling an unstoppable shot
past goalkeeper Carlos
Lampe, Xinhua reports.

CRICKET FANS VENT FRUSTRATION WITH MEMES

P

BRATHWAITE DROPPED, RAMPAUL
RETURNS TO WEST INDIES SQUAD
FOR T20 WORLD CUP
Former India cricketer Rahul Dravid's advertisement of a credit card payment
app, which shows 'The Wall' losing his cool while struck in a traffic jam and
throwing coffee on a woman's car window, has once again gone viral after the
fifth and final Test between India and England at Old Trafford was cancelled on
Friday.
The advertisement featuring an angry Dravid was all over the social media with
fans posting a collage of an angry former batsman venting out his anger on the
steering wheel and making angry gestures at people stuck in a traffic jam.
A fan wrote, "When you are waiting for 5th Test and it gets postponed" and
posted the collage of an angry Rahul Dravid, which received thousands of likes
and re-tweets. Social media was flooded with hundreds of memes and messages
which summed up the frustration of the cricket fans.

US OPEN

target for the second straight
match, slotting home a firsttime effort after Neymar dispossessed Anderson
Santamaria and provided an
inch-perfect cross from the
left side of the penalty area.
The result at Pernambuco
Arena means Brazil now have
eight wins from as many
qualifiers as they move to
within touching distance of a
place in football's showpiece
tournament.
While Brazil lead the South
American zone standings,
Peru are seventh, five points
shy of the qualification
places. In other qualifiers on
Thursday, Colombia beat
Chile 3-1 in Barranquilla,
Paraguay overcome
Venezuela 2-1 in Asuncion
and Uruguay clinched a 1-0
home win over Ecuador.

Great Britain's Emma Raducanu continued
her dominant form at Flushing Meadows,
defeating No.18 Maria Sakkari of Greece 6-1,
6-4 in the semifinals to advance to her first
major final at the US Open on Friday (IST).
The 18-year-old became the first qualifier,
male or female, to ever advance to a major
final.
Raducanu will face 19-year-old Canadian
Leylah Fernandez in the final on Saturday, in
the first all-teenage major final since Serena
Williams defeated Martina Hingis at the 1999
US Open.
Playing in just her second Slam and making
her US Open debut, Raducanu has not come
close to losing a single set through six matches. With wins over Olympic gold medallist
Belinda Bencic in the quarterfinals and
Sakkari in the semifinals, the 150th-ranked
Raducanu scored back-to-back top-20 wins
for the first time in her career.
Raducanu hit 16 winners to 17 unforced
errors, while Sakkari struggled to control the
ball, hitting 17 winners to 33 unforced errors.
Raducanu served at 71 per cent first serves in

Fernandez battles past
No.2 Sabalenka

and dominated her service games, winning 72
per cent of her first serve and, most importantly, 69 per cent of her second serves.
Ultimately, Sakkari won just 29 per cent of her
return points in the match.

New York: Canadian 19year-old Leylah Fernandez collected her third top-5 win of the
week, overcoming No.2 seed
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus 76(3), 4-6, 6-4 to storm into the
US Open final here on Friday
(IST). Fernandez, ranked world
No.73, battled past the
Belarusian at the Arthur Ashe
Stadium after saving a set point
in the first set before taking it in
the tiebreak.
The Canadian teen continued her giant-killing run with the 2-hour and 20-minute victory and has now beaten four seeds in a row to make it into
her maiden major final. By adding world No.2 Sabalenka to
her list of opponents she beat, Fernandez becomes the
youngest player to overcome three top-5 players at a Grand
Slam event since Serena Williams accomplished the feat
during her title run at the 1999 US Open.

Rashid Khan steps down as Afghanistan skipper
Tokyo | Kabul

eg-spinner Rashid Khan stepped down as
Afghanistan T20 captain shortly after the
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) named
their team for the ICC Men's T20 World Cup to be
held in the UAE and Oman in October-November
this year.
The all-rounder announced the news minutes
after his country confirmed their World Cup
squad late on Thursday (September 9).
"The selection committee and ACB
(Afghanistan Cricket Board) has not obtained my
consent for the team which has been announced
by ACB media," Rashid Khan said in a statement
on social media. "As the captain and responsible
person for the nation I reserve the right to be part
of the selection of the team. I am taking the decision of stepping down from the role as the captain
of Afghanistan T20 side effective immediately."
Mohammad Nabi is expected to take the captaincy role for the World Cup.

L

130th Durand Cup : Army Green
humble Jamshedpur FC 3-1
Kolkata: Army Green Football Team defeated Jamshedpur FC 3-1 to earn three valuable
points and keep their hopes alive, in a Group B game played at the Mohun Bagan ground here
on Friday. This was the second match for both the teams. While the team from ISL had won
their inaugural match, it was a do or die game for Army Green and they played just like that.
It was only in the 43rd minute when a beautiful cross by Dip was well received by Deepak
Singh who made no mistake and put it into the net to score the first goal and take his side 10 up at half time for Army Green. Only a few minutes after half time, Army Green doubled
their advantage. Sochin Chhetri scored the third goal of the match to seal the deal for Army
Green. Jitendra Singh scored one for Jamshedpur FC in the 61st minute via a penalty but it
was already too late for the ISL side who would want to regroup and come back stronger in
the next match. In other match former champions Mohammedan Sporting (MDSP) club of
Kolkata, overwhelmed Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 5-1 in a Group A match of the 130th
Durand Cup at the Kalyani Stadium on Friday.

'India coaches, players were irresponsible to attend book launch'
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he fifth Test between England and India will
begin as scheduled at Old Trafford on Friday
with the visitors returning negative COVID-19
tests after a member of their support staff tested
positive.
However, it seems that the BCCI and some sections of the English media are not happy with Ravi
Shastri and Virat Kohli's "irresponsible" bio-bubble
breach in London.
"Thankfully the nightmare scenario was avoided
on Thursday night when it emerged all the players'
PCR tests had come back negative. But it is a narrow escape for the game and clearly India coaches
and players were irresponsible to attend a book
launch at a London hotel outside their bubble, as
revealed by Sportsmail, two days before the fourth
Test at the Oval," the Daily Mail reported.
Shastri tested positive during the fourth Test at
The Oval and has been in isolation since, along

famously hit four consecutive
sixes off England's Ben Stokes
in the final over of the 2016
World Cup to win the game
for his country.
However, 36-year-old
Rampaul is back in a West
Indies T20I squad for the first
time in six years.
Roston Chase is another
notable name in the 15, earning a T20I call-up for the first
time, thanks largely to his
form in the Caribbean
Premier League.

Raducanu sets up title
clash against Fernandez

Manchester | New York

The third goal came two
minutes from time when the
ball bounced fortuitously into
his path after Lampe parried
away Joaquin Correa's longrange attempt. The
Albiceleste No. 10 was on
hand to duly send a first-time
effort into an unguarded net.
Messi has now scored 79
times in 153 matches for
Argentina, surpassing Pele's
mark of 77 goals in 92 games.
Argentina remain second
in the 10-team South
American group with 18
points from eight qualifiers
while Bolivia have six points
from nine outings.
In the northeastern
Brazilian city of Recife,
Neymar was in fine form as
Brazil kept their perfect qualifying record intact.
Everton Ribeiro was on

Trinidad and Tobago:
Defending world champions
West Indies have recalled
Ravi Rampaul for the first
time since 2015 and left out
six-hitting hero Carlos
Brathwaite in their 15-member squad for the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup to be held in
the UAE and Oman in
October-November this year.
The West Indies
announced the squad early
on Friday (IST), but there was
no place for Brathwaite, who

T

with bowling coach Bharat Arun, fielding coach R

Sridhar and physio Nitin Patel.
On Thursday, India's practice session before the
final Test was cancelled after an Indian cricket
board official confirmed that second physiotherapist Yogesh Parmar had tested positive for the novel
coronavirus on Wednesday.
But later it was reported that the match would go
ahead after the England and Wales Cricket Board
confirmed there were no further positive cases in
the Indian camp.
Speaking to reporter, a BCCI official said that it
all started with "one breach". "One mistake can
make things difficult for everybody. The coach and
the captain went out for a book launch and here we
are seeing Covid cases within the team. This is
scary," the official added.
English media at that time had slammed the
Indian staff for not taking clearance from the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB). "Visiting
crew did not acquire clearance from the ECB to
attend the e-book launch," it was stated.

Sneha Singh dominates
eighth leg of Hero WPGT
Gurugram: Amateur Sneha
Singh played error-free golf for a
3-under 69, the best round of the
week, to cruise to a massive fiveshot win in the 8th leg of the
Hero Women's Pro Golf Tour at
the Golden Greens Golf Club
here. Sneha, a past winner on
the Hero WPGT, registered her
third win on the Pro Tour, while
being an amateur.
With a final round of 69 that
had birdies on second, seventh
and 18th, she totalled 3-under
213 and was five clear of another
amateur Khushi Hooda (72),
who was 2-over 218 for the 54 holes. Sneha,
17, a student of DPS Khajaguda in Hyderabad,
is coached by her father Sanjay. Playing golf

since the age of six, Sneha has now
won on the Hero WPG Tour once
each in 2019 (in Hyderabad), 2020
(in NOIDA) and in 2021 in
Gurugram. Siddhi Kapoor
emerged as the top pro in third
place overall with a card of 2-over
74 and a total of 3-over 219, while
amateur Avani Prashanth, one of
the players tied for second
overnight, never recovered from a
nightmarish start of a double
bogey and two other bogeys in the
first five holes for a score of 3-over
75. She was Tied-fourth with
Jahanvi Bakshi (75) at 4-over 220.
Hitaashee Bakshi (73) was sixth, while yet
another amateur Vidhatri Urs (77) and
Shweta Mansingh (71) were tied for seventh.
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DEEPIKA GETS CANDID
WITH BIG B ON THE
HOT SEAT OF 'KBC 13'

Second Front Page

MADHURI DIXIT REVEALS HER LOVE FOR 'MODAK'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

cclaimed Bollywood
actress Madhuri Dixit,
who is also the judge of
dance reality show 'Dance
Deewane', will be seen walking onto the sets with a
Ganpati idol in her palms,
along with judges Dharmesh
Yelande, Tushar Kalia and
hosts Bharti Singh and
Haarsh Limbachiyaa.
Madhuri will narrate the
story of her love for 'Modak'

A

and says: "Modak making is
about family coming together, making it together and it's
about celebrating this great
festival."
This will lead to a Modak
making session on stage as
Madhuri will teach everyone
to make it properly. Not just
this, for all the married
women on set, Madhuri will
do a Haldi Kumkum rasam.
She will apply haldi (turmeric) and sindoor (vermillion)
and also gift beautiful sarees,

bindi, and bangles as part of
the tradition.
All the contestants will be
dedicating their performance
to Lord Ganesha and also
there will be Jacqueline
Fernandez and Yami Gautam
as special guests.
The show will conclude
with Ganpati Visarjan on
stage with the prayer of
bringing him again the next
year. 'Dance Deewane' airs
every Saturday and Sunday
on COLORS.

Devoleena, Rashami to enter 'Bigg
Boss OTT' house as special guests
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ormer 'Bigg Boss 13'
contestants and well
known TV faces
Devoleena Bhattacharjee and
Rashami Desai will feature
on 'Bigg Boss OTT's 'Sunday
Ka Vaar' episode. Both will be
going inside the house and
interacting with the contestants.
Going down memory lane,
in 'Bigg Boss 13' the audience
had witnessed Rashami
Desai and Sidharth Shukla's
love-hate relationship. In fact
it was said that they dated too
while they were on the show
and their chemistry was also
on-spot. But of course the
relationship of Sidharth and
Shehnaaz was always in the
limelight.
Besides this Devoleena
and and Rashami's friendship on 'Bigg Boss 13'
was known

F

Team Absolute|Mumbai

he 'Shaandaar Shukravaar' episode of
'Kaun Banega Crorepati 13' on Friday
will have Deepika Padukone and director-choreographer Farah Khan on the hot seat
with the host of the show, Amitabh Bachchan.
Before the start of the episode, Deepika will
be seen gifting Big B and Farah, her mentor,
Ganpati idols. Moving ahead, Big B will be
seen engaging in banter with his guests. They
share personal anecdotes and then they are
taken by complete surprise by Big B when he
enacts Deepika's memorable 'Ek chutki sindoor ki keemat' scene from the film 'Om
Shanti Om', which was directed by Farah.
In her interaction with the host, Deepika
reveals that she is a big foodie. She doesn't
just love food, but unlike other people who
eat thrice in a day, she eats "every three min-

T

Team

utes". Deepika humorously mentions that it is
because of Big B, who had emptied her lunch
'dabba', that she has to eat every three minutes. Another interesting revelation Deepika
will make in the show is that her husband and
popular actor Ranveer Singh does not make
her breakfast. Hearing this, Big B will be seen
calling Ranveer to sort out this matter.
While talking about her personal experiences, Deepika recalled that in order to cast
her for 'Om Shanti Om', Farah took her body
of work to Australia to show it to Shah Rukh
Khan, who was then shooting for 'Chak De!
India'. Farah had barely shown him her photo
and all SRK said was, 'Done'.
The Top 6 finalists of 'Indian Idol Season
12' - Pawandeep Rajan, Arunita Kanjilal,
Mohd Danish, Sayli Kamble, Nihal Tauro and
Shanmukha Priya - will also be performing in
this star-studded special episode.

Absolute|Mumbai

BY VINAYAK CHAKRAVORTY

Troy Ribeiro
Duration: 129 minutes; (Streaming
on Disney+ Hotstar)
Director: Pawan Kripalani
Cast: Saif Ali Khan, Arjun Kapoor,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Yami
Gautam and Javed Jaffery.
Rating: ***1/2
irector Pawan Kripalani's 'Bhoot
Police' is a strait-laced horror comedy
that hinges on farce. It is a film that
every Indian can relate to. It is an adventure
story of a team of two fake exorcists, out to
earn a living, and a policeman chasing them.
Even as the narrative concentrates on the
conmen, this film is not a cat-and-mouse
chase between the police and the 'corrupt'
men.
Corrupt, they are not. Saif Ali Khan, playing Vibhooti Vaidya, believes there are no
"ghosts" and evil spirits, but as long as people
have faith in these superstitions, the duo can
survive. Vibhooti is accompanied by his
younger brother Chiraunji, essayed by Arjun
Kapoor, who has his reservations about spirits and the after-world, and also has a conscience.
The duo, travelling in a converted bus
basking in their father Ullat Baba's glory, traverse the countryside, solving people's problems, mostly engaging con-jobs. Incidentally,
their father was a real exorcist.
It is at 'The Spirit Carnival 2021' that
Chiraunji accidentally finds his father's diary
and at the same time chances upon Maya
(Yami Gautam), who has travelled all the way
from Dharamsala, to seek Ullat Baba's help.
At the same time, Inspector Chedilal (Javed

D

some of her memories with
Neha Bhasin. She told Neha
about her first boyfriend who
died in a car accident. So,
both of them also seem like
they share a very close bond.
Well a lot of things can be
said about Devoleena and
Rashami but it will be interesting to see if they will give
some tips to the contestants
from their experience. 'Bigg
Boss OTT'
streams on
Voot.
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Tokyo
Panday

ctress Ananya Panday is a very vocal fan
of Spanish heist drama 'Money Heist'.
She says she is quite similar to the
character of 'Tokyo' in the show. The character of
Tokyo is played by actress Ursula Corbero. "I think
I'd be Tokyo because I would like to believe that I
have some of her good qualities. I think we both
are spontaneous. I am a little badass, and yeah, she
knows what she wants," says Ananya. However, her
favourite character is Denver in the show, which is currently in its fifth season and streaming on Netflix.
"My first favourite is Denver (Jaime Lorento Lopez) ,
because he's super hot, and I love his personality and I love
his laugh. I love Nairobi (Alba Florez) because I think she is so
badass and a strong woman," says Ananya. Ananya will soon be seen in
'Liger' alongside Vijay Deverakonda.

A

'BHOOT POLICE': SAIF, ARJUN ENTHRALL WITH PERFECT COMIC TIMING
FILM
REVIEW

to everyone and in fact it has
to be seen that Shamita
Shetty and Neha Bhasin's
friendship will remind the
viewers of Rashami and
Devoleena's friendship.
In 'Bigg Boss 13'
Devoleena helped Rashami
even when she was from a
different team. She also used
to make her understand
many things. Similarly in
recent episodes Shamita was
seen being extremely
emotional when she
was sharing

Jaffery) spots Vibhooti and knowing
that he is a fraudster, chases him.
The brothers escape from the carnival with Maya in tow. They decide to
help Maya and her sister Kanika
(Jacqueline Fernandes) get rid of a
"kichkandi" (an evil spirit) that's haunting their tea estate. Here they solve the
issue by inadvertently helping a mother
reunite with her daughter and thus
ensuring both attain salvation.
The film designed as a farce begins
with a promise and as the plot progresses, the cleverly constructed
sequence of events peppered with layers of humour appears to impress, but
in actuality, its spills over with absurdity. Logic is not a priority here and the
racy, punchy dialogues are a cross
between rural and urban lingo. And the
hurried turn of events during the climax gets a bit convoluted and tedious
to digest.
Saif and Arjun, as usual, are good
with their comic timing, which by now
is routine fare. Yami Gautam is watchable, Jacqueline in a badly written character is dismissible. Jamie Lever, in a
small role as a tea-garden worker, and
Javed Jaffery, as the policeman, are both
wasted in dull expositions.
The film boasts of excellent production values. The expansive landscape
and sets depicting Rajasthan appear
natural and vibrant with bright colours.
Cinematographer Jaya Krishna
Gummadi's lens captures the visuals
with aplomb, but during the last halfhour of the film, the scenes shot in the
dark seem a waste of screen time.
You practically can't see anything,
but the saving grace is the sound that
keeps the narrative rolling, which is
seamlessly layered by Pooja Ladha
Surti's razor-sharp editing. The thunderous background music by Sachin
Jigar sounds like a symphony in an oldschool Hindi film. Overall, the film will
keep you entertained.
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