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 The new definition distinguishes the cloudbursts associated with high topography (e.g., the Leh event in
August 2010; Uttarakhand event in June 2013) and rainfall incidences over the plain region exceeding 100 mm
in one hour that can result in urban flooding, such as that in Mumbai in July 2005.
 Cloudbursts occur when copious amount of moisture is suddenly lifted vertically upwards, resulting in formation of massive clouds.
The Indian subcontinent receives
rainfall amounting to more than 6
cm from mini-cloudburst events during July-August, and these events
have been observed to be very
intense over the eastern part of the
Indo-Gangetic plains during the
withdrawal phase of ISM.

he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) had
warned of extremely heavy
rainfall in northwest India
and the western
Himalayan states but this forecast
did not and cannot predict cloudburst incidents.
It is a very short term and highly
localised phenomenon.
Meteorologists define cloudburst
when there is more than 100 mm
rainfall in just one hour at a given
location. There is also a new defini-
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tion of mini cloudburst, which is
more than 50 mm rainfall in two
consecutive hours.
Unlike cyclones, forecasting a
cloudburst is very difficult due to the
dynamics of the rapidly developing
clouds over a very small area, the
IMD has maintained.
IMD's Pune office maintains data
of all weather-related incidents
across India. However, there is no
separate database dedicated to
cloudburst events. But there have
been several studies in connection
with cloudbursts. The 'Assessment
of Climate Change over India 2020'

report released by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences last year had documented several instances of cloudburst based on scientific papers.
During the Indian summer-monsoon season, there are 2-3 minicloudburst events witnessed along
the Himalayan foothills, west coast
of India, Indo-Gangetic Plains and
Saurashtra, and as high as five such
events are noticed over central
India, it stated, adding that the onset
period of monsoon typically witnesses more intense mini-cloudbursts (average rain intensities by 7
cm per event) prominent over the
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coastal regions of Gujarat and
Odisha, and the northeastern parts
of India.
Although short-lived cloudburst
and mini-cloudburst occurrences
are generally projected to decline in
frequency (not statistically significant at 5 per cent), it is observed
that there is a significant increase in
these events along the Himalayan
foothills (1 per decade) and west
coast of India (5 per decade), while
decreasing over northeast India in
the recent decades, the Assessment
of Climate Change over India 2020
report had said.

TOKYO | Agencies

atiala-born 25-year-old
Indian discus thrower
Kamalpreet Kaur came
up with a scintillating performance to secure her place
in the final at the Tokyo
Olympic Games even as the
more experienced and Asian
Games gold medallist Seema
Punia bowed out with a 16thplace finish in the qualifying
stages on Saturday.
The first Indian woman to
have cross the 65m mark and
against whose name the
national record stands at
65.06 -- at the Federation
Cup in March this year -breached the direct qualification mark of 64m on Saturday
in her third attempt to make
it to the medal round.
The Indian, who had qualified for the Tokyo Olympics
on the basis of her 65.06m in
March, was among the only
two throwers who breached
the 64m mark at the Olympic
Stadium in the qualifying
round.Valarie Allman of the
United States was the other
thrower and she heaved the
disc to a distance of 66.42
metres, to emerge the firm
favourite to win the gold
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medal. Croatia's Sandra
Perkovic came in third with a
throw of 63.75 metres.
A total of 12 throwers qualify for the final. However,
with just two of them managing to cross the direct qualification mark, the other 10
were decided on the basis of
their best attempts on

Saturday.
In her debut Olympics,
Kamalpreet breached the
60m mark with an opening
throw of 60.29 metres. Her
next throw was 63.97 metres
followed by the 64-metre
effort in the final attempt that
helped her confirm a place in
the final on Monday.

India, UK to conduct clinical trials on EARLY COVID SYMPTOMS DIFFER AMONG AGE GROUPS
'Ashwagandha' for Covid recovery
LONDON | Agencies

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Ayush ministry's All
India Institute of
Ayurveda in collaboration with the United
Kingdom's London School of
Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine will conduct a
study on 'Ashwagandha' for
promoting recovery from
Covid-19 in a boost to the
traditional Indian medicine
system.
Both the institutions
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to conduct
the clinical trials of
Ashwagandha on 2,000 people in three UK cities -Leicester, Birmingham, and
London (Southall and
Wembley), said the ministry
in a statement.
Ashwagandha (Withania
Somnifera), commonly
known as 'Indian winter
cherry', is a traditional Indian
herb that boosts energy,
reduces stress, and makes the
immune system stronger.
It is an easily accessible,
over-the-counter nutritional
supplement in the UK and
has a proven safety profile.
The positive effects of
Ashwagandha have been
observed in Covid, which is a

he symptoms for early Covid-19
infection may differ among age
groups and between men and
women, new research published in
The Lancet Digital Health, suggests.
These differences are most notable
between younger age groups (16-59
years) compared to older age groups
(60-80 years and over) and men have
different symptoms compared to
women in the early stages of Covid-19
infection. Men were more likely to
report shortness of breath, fatigue,
chills and shivers, whereas women
were more likely to report loss of
smell, chest pain and a persistent
cough. "It's important people know
the earliest symptoms are wide-ranging and may look different for each
member of a family or household,"
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multi-system disease with no
evidence of its effective treatment or management.
The successful completion
of the trial can be a major
breakthrough and give scientific validity to India's traditional medicinal system.
While there have been several studies on Ashwagandha
to understand its benefits in
various ailments, this is the
first time the Ministry has
collaborated with a foreign
institution to investigate its
efficacy on Covid-19 patients.
AIIA director Dr Tanuja
Manoj Nesari, who is also a
co-investigator in the project
along with Dr Rajgopalan,
Coordinator - International
Projects, said that the participants have been randomly
selected. Dr Sanjay Kinra of

LSHTM is the principal
investigator of the study.
The participants will have
to take the 500mg tablets
twice a day. A monthly followup of self-reported quality of
life, impairment to activities
of daily living, mental and
physical health symptoms,
supplement use and adverse
events will be carried out.
"For three months, one
group of 1,000 participants
will be administered
Ashwagandha (AG) tablets
while the second group of
1,000 participants will be
assigned a placebo, which is
indistinguishable from AG in
looks and taste. Both patients
and the doctors will be
unaware of the group's treatment in a double-blind trial,"
Dr Nesari said.

said lead author Claire Steves from
King's College London.
For the study, the team analysed
data from a Covid symptom study app
between April 20 to October 15. They
modelled the early signs of Covid-19
infection and successfully detected 80

NHSRCL casts first full height pier for Bullet train project
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he National High Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) on Saturday said it has cast
the first full height pier on the 508-km
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
project, popularly known as the Bullet Train project.
NHSRCL Spokesperson Sushma Gaur said the
NHSRCL took a significant step forward in its construction work by casting the first full height pier
near Gujarat's Vapi at Chainage 167 on the MumbaiAhmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor which will
run through 12 stations connecting Maharashtra,
Dadar & Nagar Haveli and Gujarat.
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"The average height of the pier on this corridor is
nearly 12-15 metre and exact height of this pier is
13.05 metres, which is almost equivalent to a fourstorey building," she added. She said the pier was
cast with 183 cubic metres of concrete quantity and
18.820 MT of steel. The special shuttering arrangement in the lift is one of the major features of the
corridor providing better quality in eight hours,
Gaur added. "This major construction milestone
has been achieved despite severe shortage of manpower and other logistical challenges because of
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the ongoing
monsoon season in the region. There are number
of such piers planned to be cast in coming months

FB developing AI, new ways to detect users under age 13
❝

A

simply can't afford one. Indeed,
lack of ID access disproportionately impacts underserved communities around the world, particularly young women,"
Facebook mentioned.
Currently, when people open
Facebook apps to sign up for an
account, they are asked for their
birthday. This is called an age
screen. But verifying someone's
age is not as simple as it might
sound. While age screens are
common in our industry, young
people can -- and often do -- get
around them by misrepresenting

their age.
This includes a new Instagram
experience for tweens. Facebook
has already developed a technology that allows it to estimate
people's ages, like if someone is
below or above 18. The social
network said that it is focused on
using existing data to inform its
artificial intelligence technology.
"Where we do feel we need more
information, we're developing a
menu of options for someone to
prove their age. This is a work in
progress and we'll have more to
share in time," said Facebook.

We believe that encouraging
them to use an experience that
is age appropriate and managed by
parents is the right path. It's going to
take a village to make this experience
compelling enough so that this age
group wants to use it, but we're
determined to get it right. We look at
things like people wishing you a
happy birthday and the age written in
those messages. We also look at the
age you shared with us on Facebook
and apply it to our other apps where
you have linked your accounts and
vice versa. So if you share your birthday with us on Facebook, we'll use
the same for your linked
account on Instagram.

❝

Team Absolute|New Delhi

dmitting that it is not easy
to detect and remove
accounts belonging to people under the age of 13, Facebook
has said that it is looking at ways
to convince people under age 13
to not lie about their age, including using the artificial intelligence
(AI) technology.
Facebook and Instagram
weren't designed for people
under the age of 13, so the company is now creating new ways to
stop those who are underage
from signing up. Facebook is also
working with operating system
(OS) providers, internet browsers
and other providers so they can
share information to help apps
establish whether someone is of
an appropriate age. It said that
access to government IDs varies
depending on where you live in
the world, as does the information contained in an ID such as a
birthday. "Some have access to
IDs but don't get them unless
they choose to travel, and some

per cent of cases when using three
days of self-reported symptoms.
Then, they, compared the ability to
predict early signs of Covid-19 infection using a type of machine learning
(ML). This ML model was able to
incorporate some characteristics

about the person affected, such as age,
sex, and health conditions, and
showed that symptoms of early Covid19 infection are different among various groups. In the study, 18 symptoms
were examined, which had different
relevance for early detection in different groups.
The most important symptoms for
the earliest detection of Covid-19
overall included loss of smell, chest
pain, persistent cough, abdominal
pain, blisters on the feet, eye soreness
and unusual muscle pain.
However, loss of smell in people
over 60 years of age and was not relevant for subjects over 80. Other early
symptoms such as diarrhoea were key
in older age groups (60-79 and over
80). Fever, while a known symptom of
disease, was not an early feature of the
disease in any age group.

The company emphasised

paving way for the first high speed rail corridor,"
she said. NHSRCL is the executing agency mandated with building India's first high speed rail corridor between Mumbai and Ahmedabad.

NEHA BHASIN FIRST
CONFIRMED 'BIGG BOSS
OTT' CONTESTANT
Team Absolute|New Delhi

inger Neha Bhasin has been named
as the first confirmed contestant of
the new season of the controversial
reality show 'Bigg Boss OTT'.
The news of Neha entering the show
has been confirmed by the streaming
portal Voot. Names of the other celebrities who will be seen in the show are still
under wraps.
Neha is known for lending her voice
for popular Bollywood numbers such as
"Swag se swagat", "Asalaam-e-ishqum",
"Heeriye" and "Jag ghoomeya", among
many others.
'Bigg Boss OTT' marks the 15th season of the reality show 'Bigg Boss'.
Filmmaker Karan Johar has been roped
in to host the digital version, which premieres on August 8 on Voot. Karan will
anchor the drama for the six-week run
of 'Bigg Boss OTT'.
After the completion of the digital
exclusive, the show will move into
Colors with the launch of Season 15 of
'Bigg Boss', hosted by Bollywood superstar Salman Khan.
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RETRIEVE PISTOL OF MARTYR UDHAM
SINGH FROM BRITAIN: PUNJAB CM
New Delhi, Sunday, August 1, 2021

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on Saturday said his government would soon take up the issue of retrieving the pistol and diary of
freedom fighter and martyr Udham Singh from Britain with the Union
Ministry of External Affairs.
Chandigarh|Agencies

After getting these pride possessions of the legendary fighter from abroad, they would be kept in
the museum in Sunam Udham Singh Wala town for
the public to witness, as the government intends to
make this historic memorial of world-class stature,
added Amarinder Singh.
To a query, the Chief Minister said there are several memorials like Jallianwala Bagh, Hussainiwala
and now the newly built Shaheed Udham Singh
and soon another memorial in the memory of
numerous unknown heroes of freedom struggle
would be constructed so as to pay glowing tributes
to these sons of the soil.

T

alking to the media on the sidelines of the
state-level function organised on 82nd martyrdom day of Shaheed Udham Singh in
Sangrur district, the Chief Minister said the ashes of
the martyr were returned to India after 40 years that
too with great deal of efforts.
He said as now the pistol of Udham Singh is in
Scotland with which he killed the then Lt. Governor
of Punjab Michael O'Dwyer and diary is also somewhere there. He said the government of India
should further take up this matter with the British
High Commission so as to get these back.

MAOISTS ATTACK BIHAR RAILWAY
STATION, TAKE OFFICIAL HOSTAGE
PATNA| Agencies

A

group of armed Maoists
attacked a Bihar railway station on the Patna-Kolkata
route on Saturday morning and held
the station master captive for around
half-an-hour. The insurgents also
threatened to explode the station
building.
The railway operation was disrupted for more than 4 hours on the
route as the Chaura railway station
came under siege It falls in the
Maoist-hit Jamui district.
The insurgents, in police fatigues,
reached Chaura around 6 a.m. and
barged into the cabin of Station
Master Vinay Kumar. They ordered
Kumar to stop operations as they
were celebrating Maoist week in the
region."When the station master
asked them why he would do such a
thing, they introduced themselves as
Maoists and pulled out their fire
arms," said one of the other railway
employees at the station, an eyewitness, who requested anonymity.
Most of the officials present at the

railway station were shocked. It was
a tense moment when they saw the
armed Maoists inside the station
premises. "After sometime, though
the officials, including station master
Vinay Kumar, managed to flee," he
said. Superintendent Jamui, Pramod
Kumar Mandal, confirmed the incident. "We have initiated a search
operation of the entire area, including railway tracks and railway station
and then given green signal to railway officials to resume operation on
this route," Mandal said.
Major trains like Himgiri express
were stopped at various railway stations along the route.
The railway operation was
resumed after police and CRPF officials checked entire areas and gave
the green signal.

LALAN SINGH ELECTED NEW JD(U)
CHIEF, SUPPORTERS CELEBRATE
Patna: The
Janata Dal
United JD(U)
office in Patna
turned into a
celebration
venue for party
members and
leaders after
Munger MP
Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias
Lalan Singh was
elected the
national president of the
party on
Saturday
evening.
Singh was elected as party president in the
party executive committee meeting held in its
New Delhi Jantar Mantar office in the presence of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Saturday.Earlier, Union minister R.C.P. Singh,
who was the national president of the party,
left the post to follow the one person one post
policy of the party after he was inducted into
the Union cabinet.Following the announcement of the new party chief, Singh's supporters including MLC and chief spokesperson
Neeraj Kumar, Sanjay Singh and other leaders
congratulated each other and distributed
sweets in Patna JD(U) office.

Congress slams govt for taking away
powers of states to identify OBCs
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Congress on Saturday launched an attack on the
Narendra Modi-led government for taking away the
powers of states to identify and notify the Other
Backward Classes (OBC), saying it is trying to give a "terrific
spin" to fool the people.
Addressing a press conference here, Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said, "The government is trying to
give a "terrific spin" to fool the people of India by congratulating the BJP-led government and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for passing constitutional amendment to
create a constitutional level Commission for Backward
Classes."
He said that the government on August 11, 2018 passed a
constitutional amendment with the full support of the
opposition.
"That constitutional amendment gave and created an
OBC Commission at the national level, no problem, but, in
the debate something very interesting happened. Speaker
after speaker, the names are published in the debate of the
parliament and opposition said that we are the ones who
want this, we are the ones who are supporting it, make sure
that by chance, by inadvertence, by mistake, by overlooking,

it does not happen that the established power of the state,
at the state level, to recommend names for inclusion, but, to
include names and make their own state list, so the state
will have its own state list of OBCs that should not go away,"
he said. He said that those are clear apprehensions in black
and white in debate, in parliament.

Modi stresses on need to keep police
ready amid technological disruptions
Team Absolute|New Delhi

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday
exhorted new police
rookies, saying: "I am confident the young IPS probationers will work beyond the
police stations and HQ. They
will work among the people
and do their best to address
their problems."
Emphasizing on the need
to keep police ready round
the clock especially in times
of technological disruptions,
Modi addressing the IPS probationers said that the challenge was to prevent new
types of crime with even
more innovative methods.
He stressed on the need to
undertake novel experiments, research and methods
for cyber security.
Modi addressed the IPS
probationers at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National
Police Academy via video
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conferencing. He also interacted with the new recruits
during the event. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Minister of State (Home)
Nityanand Rai were also
present on the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister noted that
coming August 15 will herald
75th anniversary of
Independence. Last 75 years
have seen efforts to build a
better Police Service. In
recent years, significant
improvement has taken place

in the infrastructure related
to police training.
The Prime Minister
exhorted the officer trainees
to remember the spirit of the
freedom struggle. He said the
period between 1930 to 1947
saw the younger generation
of our country rise in unison
to achieve a great goal. He
said that same feeling is
expected in the youth of
today, "They fought for
'Swarajya'; you have to move
forward for 'Surajya'," he
said.

Crack emerges in under-construction
flyover on Dwarka Expressway
Gurugram|Agencies

A

major crack emerged in a slab between pillar number
120 and 121 of an under-construction flyover on Dwarka
Expressway on Saturday, though no one was injured in
the incident.
The broken span is part of the 29 km expressway, which is
intended to connect Kherki Daula on the Delhi-Gurugram
Expressway with Shiv Murti near Mahipalpur in Delhi.
"The crack appeared in a span during the testing process
and immediately after the information was received, the area
was cordoned off. Our team is trying to determine the reason
for the crack. This span will be replaced," said Nirman
Jambulkar, the project director.
Engineers of the construction company were also present
on the spot. The officials of the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) have also visited the spot to take stock of the
matter."We have cordoned off the entire area and the work to
clear the debris has begun. The flyover is being constructed in
the middle of the road, so it did not affect traffic movement on
either side," said a police officer.
The police also said that a major accident was averted as
there were not too many people at the site when the incident
occurred.
Preliminary reports suggest that a few girders were installed
between the two pillars after which cracks emerged all across
the slab and the reason could be some mechanical problem,
said a district administration officer.

Brother murders
brother over Rs 500
Bhabua (Bihar): A young
man in Bihar's Kaimur district
has been accused of beating his
younger sibling to death for
alleged loss of Rs 500 from his
kitty.
A police official on Saturday
said Ramu Sharma killed his 15year-old brother Sonu on Friday
evening in Sondhi village near
Mohania police station area
after the latter failed to return
Rs 500 as Ramu demanded.
This led to a violent scuffle
resulting in Ramu's merciless
thrashing of his younger sibling
to death.
Mohania police station incharge R.K. Yadav said that the
Rs 500 was allegedly stolen from
Ramu Sharma who accused
Sonu Sharma of stealing it.
On receiving information, the
police reached the spot and
took the body in their custody
and sent it for post-mortem.
The accused was immediately
arrested.

Earlier, two slabs of the under-construction expressway near
the Daultabad village chowk had collapsed on March 28, in
which three persons were injured.

NIA to probe recovery of war-like
stores of explosives in Mizoram
Team Absolute|New Delhi

mid the land dispute
on the MizoramAssam border, the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken over
the probe into the recovery
of 3,000 detonators from
Champai district in Mizoram
by Assam Rifles.
The Union Home Ministry
had transferred the case
from Mizoram Police to the
country's premier anti-terror
probing agency on July 28.
The agency will be probing the motive behind smuggling of explosive powder,
detonators and other warlike stores.The agency will
also look into the role of
international banned groups
engaged in pumping these
explosives into India
through the porous border
of Mizoram.Assam Rifles

A

had recovered the explosives
in Mizoram on June 21.
Back then, Assam Rifles
had said in a statement,
"Based on specific intelligence, the Serchhip
Battalion of Assam Rifles,
under the aegis of Spear
Corps, apprehended two
individuals and recovered
1.3104 tonnes of Class II CAT
-ZZ explosive powder, Safety
2000 mtrs fuze, 925 electric
detonators, 3000 special detonators and other war-like
stores near Farkawn in
Mizoram."The force further
stated that the apprehended
individuals along with the
recovered items were handed over to the Dungtalang
police station for further
investigation.
The operation was carried
out by the Serchhip
Battalion of 23 Sector Assam

Rifles, under the
Headquarters Inspector
General Assam Rifles (East)
in the Farkawn road track
junction area in Mizoram.
Sources in local police
stated that smuggling is a
major concern in Mizoram,
which shares a long border
with Myanmar.
The cops have stated that
prima facie, it seems that
Class II CAT -ZZ explosive
powder, Safety 2000 mtrs
fuze, electric detonators and
special detonators were
smuggled in from Myanmar.
Mizoram, earlier referred
to as Lushai Hill, shares borders with three states of
Tripura, Assam and
Manipur, besides sharing a
722-km border with the
neighbouring countries of
Bangladesh and Myanmar.

MHA in regular talks with Assam, Mizoram govt, tracking situation
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is in regular talks
with Assam and Mizoram administrations over the situation amid the continued border row between the
two northeast states, the officials said here on Saturday.
Admitting that the situation is tense but under control,
the MHA officials said the battalions of Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) patrolling the area along National
Highway 306 between the two states is in full strength to
prevent any further clash between the state polices.
The ministry, however, refused to comment over the issue
of cross FIRs by the states in the matter.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma also stepped
forward on Saturday to ease the tension. Speaking about the
registration of FIR against him, he said he would be "very
happy to join in any investigation".
However, he questioned as to why the case was not being
handed over to a neutral agency, especially when the place
of occurrence was well within the constitutional territory of
Assam.
He said he has conveyed the same to his Mizoram counter part Zoramthanga.
In an unprecedented move, Mizoram Police filed an FIR
against Sarma in connection with the border clashes.
Sources stated that Union Home Minister Amit Shah has
several times spoken to both the chief ministers over the
issue and urged them to ensure that peace prevails in the
region.
Earlier, the Mizoram Home Department Secretary Pi
Lalbiaksangi also wrote a letter to the Additional Secretary

(Northeast) Piyush Goyal in MHA complaining that that
armed police personnel were being mobilised by Assam at
Dholai and Hawaithang area along the inter-state border.
Citing media reports that additional enforcement of
around four platoons of Assam Police Commandos have
been deputed, he also requested the Union Home Ministry
to issue appropriate instructions to Assam Government to
refrain from such reinforcements and to pull back those
contingents.
Earlier, Mizoram had written to Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla to immediately ask Assam to lift the economic blockade clamped by residents of the Barak Valley
with allegedly support of the state machinery, but the
Assam government had flatly denied the charges.
Clarifying on the alleged 'travel ban' by the Assam administration, Sarma on Friday said that the state government's
advisory was not meant to put a curb on travel. "We have
advised our people to only think before going to Mizoram as
civilians there have arms in their hands and this will continue until the Mizoram government seizes their weapons," he
added.Amid the counter allegation of each state transgressing on the other's territory, the situation escalated on July 26
afternoon, when at Vairengte auto stand inside the
Mizoram, five Assam Police personnel and a civilian were
killed and over 50 others, including a superintendent of
police were injured as the Mizoram Police opened fire on a
team of the Assam officials.
Immediately after the clash, Shah spoke to the Chief
Ministers of the both states and advised them to defuse the
tension and also asked them to withdraw their police personnel from the disputed site.
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DISTRICTS WITH OVER 10% COVID POSITIVITY RATE MUST RESTRICT GATHERINGS : CENTRE

GET PREPARED TO BE SAFE
The directions were
issued by Union
Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan during a review meeting
with the states are
Kerala, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha, Assam,
Mizoram, Meghalaya,
Andhra Pradesh and
Manipur, that reported surge in daily
Covid-19 cases. Any
laxity at this stage
could contribute to
another wave. He
stressed the need to
effectively and strictly
monitor cases. More
than 80 per cent active
cases in these states
were reported to be in
home isolation.
Bhushan advised the
states to focus on the
districts with less than
10 per cent and
improve their vaccination rate.

he Centre has directed 10 severely Covid-19
affected states on Saturday to ensure that all
districts reporting positivity rate above 10 per
cent must ensure strict restrictions on public
gatherings. According to the ICMR, 80 per
cent of the cases were in most of the states were in
home isolation. DG ICMR Balram Bhargava, present in
the meeting, highlighted the fact that 46 districts were
showing more than 10 per cent positivity while another
53 districts were showing positivity between 5 and 10
per cent and directed states to ramp up their testing.
The states were advised to conduct their own statelevel sero-surveys for district-wise disease prevalence
data, as the national level sero-prevalence the survey
was heterogeneous in nature, in collaboration with
ICMR to ensure the same sturdy protocols of the survey. The states were advised to undertake intensive
containment and active surveillance in clusters reporting higher cases and to define containment zones,
based on mapping of cases and contacts traced. All
these states in the meeting were advised to report
death count as per ICMR guidelines.

T

Ottawa: Canada is at the
start of the Delta-driven
fourth wave of Covid-19,
Canada's Chief Public Health
Officer Theresa Tam said on
Friday.After weeks of sustained decline in new cases
of Covid-19, Canada is seeing
an increase in new Covid-19
cases, and thousands more
infections are predicted if
contacts aren't contained,
according to national modelling released by the Public
Health Agency of Canada
(PHAC) on Friday, the Xinhua
news agency reported. The
seven-day moving average of
594 new cases reported daily
(July 22-28) showed an
increase of 39 per cent over
the previous week, said the
PHAC on Thursday. As of
Friday, 80.5 per cent of those
eligible have received the
first dose in Canada, while
65.8 per cent are now fully
vaccinated.
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K'taka makes RT-PCR test certificate mandatory

Delta variant produces similar viral
loads in vaccinated, unvaccinated
Washington: A new study of the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows the Delta
variant produced similar amounts of virus in vaccinated
and unvaccinated people if they get infected. A total of
346 cases, about 74 per cent, occurred in fully vaccinated
people, according to the study. Testing identified the
Delta variant in 90 per cent of specimens from 133
patients. Cycle threshold values were similar among
specimens from patients who were fully vaccinated and
those who were not, according to the study. The study
demonstrated that Delta infection resulted in similarly
high SARS-CoV-2 viral loads in vaccinated and unvaccinated people, said CDC Director Rochelle Walensky.

Afghanistan sees bloodiest day
as forces repel Taliban attacks
NEW DELHI/KABUL | Agencies

F

A
didn't hide his grudge in the
post. "The question is why I
left politics? Does it have
anything to do with leaving
the ministry? Yes, there is -there must be something! I
don't want to panic, so it will
be right as soon as he
answers the question - it will
give me peace too. There is a
big difference between 2014
and 2019," he wrote.

Beginning the Facebook post with 'Alvida' (goodbye),
the two-time MP from Asansol wrote, "I listened to everybody - father, (mother), wife, daughter, a couple of dear
friends .. after hearing everything, I say that I am not
going to any other party - #TMC, #Congress, #CPIM,
nowhere - Confirm, no one called me, I am not going anywhere. I am a one Team Player! Have always supported
one team #MohunBagan - Have done only party -- BJP
West Bengal .. That's it!. Lets go."

mid the ongoing violence in Afghanistan,
the country witnessed
the bloodiest day in a month
as security forces repelled
mass Taliban attacks on the
capital cities of Herat,
Helmand, Takhar, and
Kandahar provinces, according to media reports.
Besides being the bloodiest,
Friday was also one of the
busiest days for the Afghan
National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF) in
the past one month.The
media reports said the Taliban
entered Herat province and
launched attacks on Afghan
government forces' outposts
inside the namesake capital
city.The city's airport and the
UN's main compound in the
city came under attack by
rocket-propelled grenades
and gunfire"So-called 'antiGovernment elements' targeted entrances of the clearly

Woman moves SC for Rs 1 cr aid for
husband's lungs transplant
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Coronavirus has unleashed its wrath
on the lives of a young couple who
were married just a year ago. The husband is hospitalized since early May, after
contracting Covid-19, and currently, requires
Rs 1 crore for lungs replacement procedure.
The couple is one of those families who are
facing the financial version of long-haul
Covid: Exorbitant medical bills, emotional
stress and approaching various authorities
seeking financial help, have upset their lives.
However, his 31-year-old wife is not willing to give-up in the face of adversity. She
has moved the Supreme Court seeking a
direction to PM-CARE Fund and other
authorities to provide monetary assistance
for her husband's treatment. She claimed her
family has already pulled out all their savings
to meet the cost of his treatment and have no

The Center has directed all the states
and union territories to vaccinate homeless people and beggars who may not have
resources for vaccination against the
Covid-19 pandemic. Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan issued an order
to the chief secretaries of states and the
administrators of UTs to operate special
campaigns and conduct sessions by coordinating with voluntary institutions for the
vaccination of such homeless, beggars,
and the destitute. The notice said:
"Nationwide Covid-19 vaccination drive is
people-centric and provisions have been
made to make it accessible to all eligible
priority groups irrespective of their socioeconomic status." The administration may
take the help of NGOs, and civil society
organisations to carry out this task. A special session may be planned for vaccinating people of this group, the notice added.

Canada faces start
of Delta-driven
4th wave

Babul Supriyo announces
to quit politics
ormer Union minister
and BJP Lok Sabha MP
from Asansol, Babul
Supriyo, on Saturday
announced that he has
decided to quit politics.
In a Facebook post in
Bengali, the singer-turnedpolitician clarified that he is
neither joining any other
party, nor has he been contacted by any political party,
adding that he has always
been a "one team player".
Surpiyo, who is having
some rough time with the
state BJP leadership and had
lost the ministry recently,

Prioritize vaccination
of homeless

Team Absolute|New Delhi

financial means to raise Rs 1 crore for lungs
replacement. Mehra, in the petition, said no
life should meet its end for reason of financial constraints and state is duty bound to
extend help in appropriate case. She insisted
that PM-Cares Fund is a national endeavour
to provide relief to the persons in distress
situation

marked UN facility with rocket-propelled grenades and
gunfire just hours after
Taliban fighters penetrated
Herat city and clashed with
Afghan security forces near
UNAMA's provincial headquarters," the world body
said.In this attack, an Afghan
security guard was
killed.Meanwhile, the Interior
Ministry said that the ANDSF
launched operations during
which the militans were
pushed back and the district
of Guzara recaptured.
The media reports also said
that US Army also conducted
airstrikes in support of the
Afghan government forces in
Herat.

Amid the rising Covid-19 cases in Karnataka, the
state government on Saturday made an RT-PCR test
certificate compulsory for those travelling from
Kerala and Maharashtra to the state. The certificate
has been made mandatory for all travellers visiting
the state by bus, flight, train and private vehicles.
Karnataka Additional Chief Secretary of Health
and Family Welfare, Jawaid Akhtar has issued an
order saying that a negative Covid report or certificate should not be dated more than 72 hours.
Earlier, the state government had given the choice
of either a RT-PCR test or a certificate of one dose of
vaccination to travel to the state from Kerala and
Maharashtra.

Ex-FDA chief estimates up to 1 mn Covid cases daily in US
New York: With the Delta
variant driving a surge in Covid19 cases across the US, former
Commissioner of the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA),
Scott Gottlieb, believes the
Covid is significantly more widespread in the country, the media
reported. Gottlieb, who led the

HIMACHAL
LANDSLIDES: 2 BRO
OFFICERS LOSE LIVES
IN RESCUE OPS
New Delhi: Two Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
officers lost their lives during rescue and relief operations in Himachal
Pradesh, which is witnessing flash floods and landslides due to heavy rainfall.
The BRO lost an engineer and a project officer
during relief and rescue
operation in the state.
In Lahaul and Spiti
Valley, the strategic
Manali - Sarchu road was
closed for traffic at various
places due to multiple
landslides.
The BRO team cleared
the landslide, amid a
series of other landslides,
near Kenlung Sarai located at an altitude of 14,480
ft and rescued the people.
However, Naik Reetesh
Kumar Pal of Project
Deepak, who was part of
the rescue efforts, lost his
life. The road was, later,
opened for traffic.

'Rape' victim moves SC seeking
permission to marry tormentor
Thiruvananthapuram: A victim of rape
has approached the Supreme Court seeking permission to marry her 'tormentor', a
53-year-old Kerala Catholic priest Robin
Vadakkumchery who has been sentenced
to 20 years in jail and was dismissed from
priesthood by the Vatican.The petition
filed by the victim will now come up
before the apex court on Monday and the
victim has also sought bail for
Vadakkumchery so that their marriage can
take place.The petitioner says this has
been filed according to her wish.Earlier,
Vadakkumchery had approached the
Kerala High Court with a petition seeking
to marry the victim, but it was turned
down.Vadakkumchery was serving as a
parish vicar near Kannur and was the
manager of the Church-backed-school,
where the victim, a Class 11 student was
studying.

FDA from 2017 to 2019 in the
Donald Trump administration,
estimates that up to 1 million
Americans are infected with
Covid daily as the Delta variant
spreads.
"I wouldn't be surprised if, on
the whole, we're infecting up to
a million people a day right now,

and we're just picking up may be
a 10th of that or less than a 10th
of that," Gottlieb told CBNC in
an interview on Friday.
The current seven-day average of daily Covid cases in the
US is roughly 67,000, according
to a CNBC analysis of Johns
Hopkins University data.

Top Jaish-e-Mohammad militant
& Pulawama conspirator killed
SRINAGAR | Agencies

A

top Pakistani terrorist
commander of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad,
who is related to terror mastermind JeM chief Masood
Azhar, was one of the terrorists killed in an early morning
encounter between militants
and security forces in South
Kashmir's Pulwama district,
officials said on Saturday.
Adil Dar, acting as a
Fidayeen, rammed his explosive laden car into the CRPF
convoy at Lethpora on the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway in Pulwama district

on February 14.
The gunfight at NagberanTarsar forest area took place
after a joint team of the
police and the army cordoned off the area and
launched a search operation
on the basis of specific information about presence of ter-

rorists.
As the security forces
zeroed in on the spot where
terrorists were hiding they
came under a heavy volume
of fire that triggered the
encounter. IG Kashmir Vijay
Kumar has congratulated the
army and police for the successful anti-terror operation.
Azhar was exchanged
along with two other terrorists, Omar Saed Sheikh and
Mushtaq Zargar for the safe
release of passengers of
Indian Airlines Flight 814
which was hijacked to
Kandahar in Afghanistan on
December 24, 1999.

"Top most Pakistani terrorist affiliated with proscribed terror outfit JeM, Lamboo, killed
in today's encounter. Identification of second terrorist being ascertained. Mohd Ismal
Alvi, alias Lamboo, alias Adnan, was from family of Masood Azhar. He was involved in
conspiracy and planning of Lethpora Pulwama attack and figured in charge sheet produced by NIA," police said. "He stayed with Adil Dar till the day of fidayeen attack, the
viral video of Adil Dar had Lamboo's voice in it."
Police

Karnataka sex CD case

Investigating officer returns to work
Team Absolute|Bengaluru

S

pecial Investigation Team (SIT) probing the sex
CD scandal involving former minister Ramesh
Jarkiholi, is likely to submit a final report soon to
the High Court.
With Soumendu Mukharjee, the chief investigating
officer in the case, returning to office after 3 months
medical leave, things are going to be expedited,
sources say. He returned to office on Friday.
The SIT was formed on March 10, by former chief
minister B.S. Yediyurappa after the scandal broke out
and senior IPS officer Soumendu Mukharjee was
given the charge to investigate.
However, when the investigation was halfway
through, Mukherjee went on leave for three months
on medical grounds.
In his absence, another senior IPS officer, Joint
Commissioner of Police, Sandeep Patil had taken

charge and submitted the final report on the case to
the High Court of Karnataka.But, the court objected to
the report which was submitted in the absence of the
chief investigation officer.
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Maharashtra govt to roll out state-wide 'Dial 112'
project soon to improve police response time

COVID-19:

MAHARASHTRA CUMULATIVE VACCINATION
T
TALLY CROSSES 4.37 CRORE

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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n the ongoing vaccination drive,
Maharashtra on July 30 has vaccinated 6,76,208 people through
3,710 centres.
According to data released by
the government, Maharashtra, as of
7 am on July 31, inoculated
4,37,65,147 people.
As per the state government
data, 1,14,55,890 individuals aged
between 18 and 44 years received
their first vaccine dose and
6,06,265 received their second dose
since the inoculation drive for this
age group began on May 1. So far,
12,87,402 health care workers have
been administered the first dose of
the vaccine, while 9,14,384 of them
have got their second
dose.Similarly, 21,19,684 frontline
workers in the state have till now
received their first vaccine dose
and of them, 11,73,667 got their
second dose. In Uttar Pradesh
4,76,08,920 doses were administered and 3,29,89,766 doses were
administered in Gujarat. In
Rajasthan 3,20,40,846 doses were

administered. Meanwhile,
Maharashtra reported 6,600 new
coronavirus cases and 231 fatalities
on Friday while 7,431 patients were
discharged from hospitals, a health
official said.The caseload in the
state rose to 62,96,756 and death
toll reached 1,32,566. The tally of
recovered patients rose to
60,83,319.The number of active
cases decreased to 77,494 from
78,562 the day before. There are
4,79,553 people in home quarantine and 3,289 in institutional quar-

antine.Maharashtra's case recovery
rate now stands at 96.61 per cent
while the fatality rate is 2.01 per
cent.The number of coronavirus
tests conducted so far climbed to
4,75,59,938 with 2,00,924 samples
tested since Thursday
evening.Significantly, Bhandara
and Nandurbar districts along with
Jalgaon and Bhiwandi municipal
corporations did not report any
new coronavirus infection.
Of the eight regions of
Maharashtra, Pune region reported

Maharashtra government to train
tribal youth as tourist guides'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Directorate of Tourism (DoT),
Maharashtra has announced plans to
train tribal youth as tourist guides in the
state as part of empowering tribal youngsters
to take up jobs in the tourism sector. The government will also give free training to them.
The programme is all set to launch in Raigad
district of Maharashtra along with the Indian
Institute of Tourism and Travel Management
(IITTM). It is an autonomous body under the
Ministry for Tourism, India.
As per program, 31 tribal youth from
Karnala Sanctuary and Phansad Sanctuary
will be selected for the training. It is a 'Special
5-day Guide Training Programme' where after
five days, certificates will be awarded to the
youth. This is for the first time that the DoT
Maharashtra is conducting such a guide training programme for youth belonging from tribal backgrounds. The training will begin on
August 2 and last on August 6 and youths will
be given both theoretical and practical training. They will be taught about the roles and
responsibilities of tour guides, best practices,
concept of biodiversity, nature trail, how to
conduct walking tours, handling difficult situations, among others. The State Minister of

Maharashtra for Tourism and Guardian
Minister of Raigad, Aditi Tatkare, said, "This
initiative by DoT for the unemployed youth of
tribal areas will definitely prove to be helpful
for them. This training programme will further be useful in spreading the glory of our
state, as an excellent tourism guide, in different corners of the world. With the help of this
programme, high quality tourist guides related to respective destinations in the State, will
be ready."He further said that there's a lot of
scope for tourism in Maharashtra and that
with this there is a demand for trained guides
in places with diverse tourist destinations. She
also said that every tourist needs a good guide
to make their visit unforgettable.

the highest 2,327 new COVID-19
cases, followed by 1,852 cases in
Kolhapur region.
As many as 1,007 new cases were
reported in Mumbai region, 952 in
Nashik region, 276 in Latur, 104 in
Akola, 48 in Aurangabad and 34 in
Nagpur region. Of 231 deaths
recorded during the day, the highest 71 fatalities were reported in
Kolhapur region, followed by 67
and 37 deaths in Pune and
Mumbai regions, respectively.The
Aurangabad region reported 30
fatalities, Nashik region 18, Latur
and Akola three each and Nagpur
region reported two fatalities.
State capital Mumbai witnessed
322 new COVID-19 cases and
seven deaths, while Pune city
reported 247 new cases and three
fatalities.
Pune district has the highest
16,001 active cases.Coronavirus figures for Maharashtra are as follows: Total cases 62,96,756, New
cases- 6,600, Total deaths 1,32,566,
New deaths: 231, Total recoveries
60,83,319, Active cases 77,494, New
tests 2,00,924.

RAJ KUNDRA INVOLVED IN PRODUCING,
STREAMING OF PORNOGRAPHIC
CONTENT: MUMBAI POLICE
Mumbai:Businessman
and husband of actor
Shilpa Shetty, Raj Kundra
was involved in producing
and streaming of pornographic content, Mumbai
police told the Bombay
High Court on Saturday.
Chief public prosecutor
Aruna Pai appeared before
a single bench of Justice AS
Gadkari in a virtual hearing and said a case was registered
on February 5 against Kundra and his business aide Ryan
Thorpe.The duo was booked under sections 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty), 292 (Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc) of the Indian
Penal Code and several relevant sections of the Information
Technology Act and Indecent Representation of Women.
She said on April 3, the chargesheet was filed which states
that Kundra was involved in producing and streaming
pornographic content through an app called 'Hotshots' and
'BollyFame.'She added 51 movies have been seized from
Kundra's personal laptop and call detail records and
obscene videos and photos were found on the App. The
hearing will continue on August 2.Kundra is currently
lodged at Arthur Road Jail. The court was hearing a petition
filed by the two challenging their arrest in connection with
the pornographic racket busted early this year.

he Maharashtra government will soon
launch 'Dial 112'
project across the state,
which will enable the
police to reach out to the
complainants quickly in
case of an emergency, a
minister said on Saturday.
This technology-driven
project will ensure that
the police response time
improves to 10 minutes in
urban areas and 15 minutes in rural areas,
Minister of State for Home
and IT Satej Patil said in a
statement.
Under the project, there
will be state-of-the-art control rooms at all 45 police
commissionerates and district police offices across the
state, he said.
"As many as 1,502 fourwheelers and 2,269 twowheelers used by police will
have a mobile data terminal
and GPS system. Of them,
849 four-wheelers and 1,372
two-wheelers have already
been installed with the system that is technically foolproof. The technology has
enabled these vehicles to be
ready in the service of the
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s rains across the state subside, BJP
workers prepare to send relief material
to flood-affected areas of Konkan and
West Maharashtra.
"We are sending 25-30 trucks of relief material every day. The first batch of 1,000 cycles
are also being sent to flood-affected areas,"
said Devendra Fadnavis, Leader of Opposition
in Maharashtra Assembly.
Meanwhile, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Devendra Fadnavis
met in a flood-affected area in the Kolhapur
district on Friday.
Thackeray, who landed in the western
Maharashtra district in the morning, learnt
that Fadnavis was also there and sent a message to him, said Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council Pravin Darekar.
The two met in Shahuwadi and had an
interaction with flood-affected persons
Later, talking to reporters, the chief minister
said there should be no politics over the
floods which ravaged Maharashtra last week.
"Three parties are already with me. It is
good if a fourth one too comes along for welfare of flood victims," Thackeray, who heads a
coalition of the Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress,
quipped. Fadnavis said on Twitter that he told

A

The single-member committee, headed by Justice KU Chandiwal, has rejected former Mumbai
Police chief Param Bir Singh's plea against probe into the allegations of corruption levelled
by him against Anil Deshmukh.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he commission of inquiry, headed by
Justice KU Chandiwal, has rejected the
contention of former Mumbai Police
commissioner Param Bir Singh, who had
raised an objection to the maintainability of
the commission. The single-member committee was formed by the Maharashtra government to investigate the charges levelled by
Param Bir Singh against former home minis-

taking a decision. Ultimate end of its report
would be in the form of recommendation."
"Drawing balance-sheet of the elaborate
narrations by the respective counsel and several documents, it cannot be said that the
power exercised by the State Government
under the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1952
was alien to the Statute," the committee
pointed out.The order further stated, "The
appointment of Commission cannot be
branded to be for a collateral purposes and
the very purpose of the
Committee/Commission has not at all been
judicially adjudicated by order dated 5th
April 2021, to repeat, they travel in altogether
different direction and do not overlap anybody's jurisdiction. The prayer for discontinuation of this Committee/Commission is
negated."After Param Bir Singh had filed his
objections before the commission, Justice

recently chaired a meeting at
the Mantralaya (state secretariat) in Mumbai to review
the progress of the project.
Apart from Satej Patil,
Maharashtra Home Minister
Dilip Walse Patil and key officials of various departments
attended the meeting.
Patil said that the project
will be inaugurated by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
soon, but before that, there a
test and safety audit of the
project will be conducted
next month. The project will
enable us to make
Maharashtra safer for the
people of the state, he added.

BJP workers send relief material
to flood affected areas

Chandiwal Committee rejects Param Bir Singh's plea against probe
ter Anil Deshmukh.
Singh had contended that what the commission was inquiring into, was already being
investigated by the CBI against Anil
Deshmukh.
On March 20, Param Bir Singh wrote a letter to Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. In it, he levelled serious allegations against Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh, accusing him of rampant
extortion and corruption.
Later, Param Bir Singh had gone to court,
and on April 5, the Bombay High Court had
ordered the CBI to conduct a preliminary
inquiry, and if necessary, register an FIR and
conduct investigation.Drawing a difference
between the CBI investigation and the inquiry
commission launched by the Maharashtra
government, the commission has said, "The
commission is statutory authority and it is not

people round-the clock,"
Patil said.
Tweeting about the project, he said, "We are training
15,000 police personnel and
officers for use of this technology. 'Dial 112', powered
with the high-end technology, will enable people to contact police and other emergency agencies by using
mobile applications, SMS
service, e-mail or through
chat. Once rolled out, the
project will help the police in
responding in 10 minutes in
urban areas and in 15 minutes in rural areas."
Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Ajit Pawar

Chandiwal had sought the say of others in
the case, including that of former
Maharashtra home minister Anil Deshmukh,
Singh's former subordinate and dismissed
Mumbai cop Sachin Vaze, DCP Raju Bhujbal,
and ACP Sanjay Patil among others.
It was Sachin Vaze who had alleged that
Deshmukh had ordered him to collect protection money from various business establishments. Param Bir Singh had written
about this and alleged that other officers, like
Sanjay Patil, were also asked to do the same.
While Sanjay Patil has been denying this
claim from the very beginning, Param Bir
Singh and Sachin Vaze stuck to their claims.
However, what is significant is that before
the inquiry commission, Sachin Vaze did not
support his former boss, and said that the
commission should proceed with the
inquiry.

the chief minister that relief and rehabilitation
operations should be carried out expeditiously. According to the information of the State
Emergency Operation Centre, 213 people
died due to floods and heavy rainfall in various places across the state.
The state management unit has said 308
relief camps are based at Sanghli and
Kolhapur for rescue operations in the floodaffected areas. Air Force and Indian Army
have been deployed at Kolhapur and
Ratnagiri. Over 16 National Disaster Relief
Force (NDRF) teams have been deployed at
Thane, Kolhapur, Ratnagiri, Sangli, Satara and
Sindhugarh, reported the data of the State
Disaster Management Unit on Wednesday.
Chief Minister has held an emergency
meeting on July 22, to take stock of the flood
situation that occurred in various parts of the
state due to torrential rains.

Job aspirant duped while trying to fill
online application form; FIR lodged
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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n yet another case of an
online job scam, a 38year-old woman from
Maharashtra's Thane was
cheated to the tune of Rs 1.55
lakh.
Reportedly, the woman
was looking for a job online
and ended up sharing her
bank account details and
One Time Passwords (OTPs)
while filling up the online job
application form.
It was only on July 24 when
the woman reached out to
the cops and lodged an FIR
against the unidentified people at Naupada police station. During interrogation,
she informed the cops that
she got a mail on July 9
regarding the job. The mail
offered her a job opening in
the bank and even had a link

for the same.
Unknown of any such consequences, the woman
clicked on the link and filled
in all her personal details,
including net banking ID and
password. In no time, she
received an OTP and she
shared it as well. However,
the webpage displayed transaction errors thus forcing her
to make payments multiple
times as she received multiple OTPs.
Surprisingly, when she
looked at her phone, she was
shocked to see multiple messages from her bank where
more than 1 lakh rupees were
transferred from her account.
However, she got a call
from the scamster who lured
her to pay Rs 50 more in
order to get a refund. He also
stated that the amount was
deducted by mistake.

11-time MLA Ganpatrao Deshmukh cremated with full state honours
Team Absolute|Solapur

I

ndia's second-longest serving legislator and Peasants & Workers Party (PWP)
senior leader Ganpatrao Annasaheb Deshmukh, who passed away on Friday,
was cremated with full state honours in Sangola here on Saturday afternoon,
official sources said.
Deshmukh, 95, breathed his last at a private hospital following a brief illness, his
family said.
As his mortal remains were taken from Solapur to Sangola this morning, thousands of people including farmers and labourers with moist eyes lined up on the
roads, bidding their final adieu, many raising chants of 'Ganpatrao Deshmukh,
Amar Rahe'.
At Sangola, where his body draped in the National Tricolour was kept, thousands turned up to pay their last respects, many bowing with folded hands and
catching his final glimpse.
Deshmukh, an epitome of humility and simplicity, had been elected to the
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly from the Sangola seat a staggering 11 times
since 1962, as a PWP candidate, without ever defecting to any other party.
He also lost elections twice in his seven-decade long political career -- first in
1972 and then in 1995 -- the second time vanquished by his own grandson but
with a wafer-thin margin of around 190 votes.
However, he comfortably sailed through the so-called 'BJP-wave' in 2014 which
washed away the 15-year-old Congress-NCP government in the state.

Deshmukh served as a minister briefly in 1978 when Sharad Pawar was the
Chief Minister and later a full term in 1999 in the government of the late CM

Vilasrao Deshmukh.In 2012, the Maharashtra Legislature congratulated him
warmly for completing a golden jubilee (50 years) as a MLA.
In 2019, Ganpatrao Deshmukh stunned political circles by deciding to retire
from active and electoral politics mainly on grounds of his advanced age. That year
(2019), the prestigious Sangola seat was bagged by Shiv Sena's Shahajibapu R. Patil
-- who had unsuccessfully contested against Deshmukh six times in the past -trouncing Deshmukh's grandson and PWP candidate Aniket Deshmukh by around
750 votes.
Till date, he remains the second longest-serving legislator in India after the
record of the late Tamil Nadu CM and DMK supremo, M. Karunanidhi.
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari and Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, and Leaders of Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis and Pravin Darekar condoled the demise of Deshmukh.
Other top leaders like PWP President Jayant Patil, Shiv Sena Minister Eknath
Shinde, NCP President Sharad Pawar, State NCP President and Minister Jayant
Patil, ministers Dilip Walse-Patil, Nawab Malik, Dr Jitendra Awhad, Congress state
President Nana Patole, Ministers Balasaheb Thorat, Ashok Chavan, former CM
Prithviraj Chavan, Samajwadi Party President Abu Asim Azmi, leading farmers
groups and workers organizations leaders have expressed grief over the passing
away of the veteran leader.Even the social media paid glowing tributes to
Deshmukh and many recounted anecdotes of his simplicity in public life, his commitment to a single party and ideology all his life compared with the 'defectors'
who are in fashion in recent years.
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Good education and health both important for students: CM

Make effective changes in the education system
according to new National Education Policy: Patel

CHOUHAN HOLDS VIRTUAL DIALOGUE WITH
G
STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS

Team Absolute | Bhopal

Chief Minister Chouhan has said that both good education and health for the students are important for
us. In view of Corona infection in the state, we have gradually started classes. Classes IX and X are also
being started from August 5. At present these classes will be held for only two days a week.
Team Absolute|Bhopal

houhan said that schools and
colleges were closed during
the Corona period, but teaching work continued be it through
online classes or through TV programmes, radio, WhatsApp groups
etc. Parents and teachers have also
played an important role in this
arrangement.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan held virtual discussions with students, teachers and parents from the Chief
Minister's residence in the 'Student
Dialogue Programme' today.
Minister of State for School
Education (Independent Charge)
Inder Singh Parmar was also present
in the programme.
Chouhan said that students
should set their own goals. He told
the students to set their goals like
Arjuna. Just as during the course of
archery training, when Guru
Dronacharya asked what he could
see, Arjuna had said that he could
see neither a tree nor a bird, he could

C

see only a bird's eye, similarly students should also concentrate and
pursue their studies.
Chouhan said that the role of parents as co-educators increases even
more in these challenging times. You
must create a conducive environment for studies in the family and
realize the vision of 'Hamara GharHamara Vidyalaya'. Maintain lively
contact with parents and teachers
and keep children engaged in physical activities like sports, exercise,
pranayama etc. Parents must maintain lively contact with teachers and
keep their children engaged in physi-

6.6 lakh bags of tendu
patta collected: Shah
 Rs 415 crore has
been paid as remuneration to the tendu
patta collectors
through
e-payment
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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orest Minister Kunwar
Vijay Shah has said that
16 lakh 60 thousand
standard bags of tendu pattas
were collected in the state
this year. Rs 415 crore was
paid as remuneration to the
tendu patta collectors.
Shah informed that the
Rajya Laghu Vanopaj Sangh
has made a special achievement by collecting 16 lakh 60
thousand standard bags
against the set target of 16
lakh 60 thousand while following the Corona guidelines

in adverse circumstances of
corona infection. He
informed that departmental
collection has been made in
the remaining 65 lots after
the advance disposal of 872
lots of 15 lakh 76 thousand
standard bags at a sale price
of Rs 812 crore 59 lakh.
The Managing Director of
the Rajya Laghu Vanopaj
Sangh, Pushkar Singh has
told that the Rajya Laghu
Vanopaj Sangh gets tendu
pattas collected through 40
lakh collectors in the state.
The remuneration to these
tendu patta collectors has
been paid through e-payment.Tendu patta collectors
are paid at the rate of two
and a half thousand rupees
per standard sack of good
quality tendu pattas fit for
making bidis collected by
them.

cal activities like sports, exercise,
pranayama etc. along with academics.
Chouhan said that parents are the
first teachers of children. The values
that you give them, decides their
future. I remember after the birth of
both my sons, I first recited the
Gayatri Mantra in their ears. Even
today, I keep motivating them to
study religious texts.
Chouhan said that under the new
education policy, NAS (National
Achievement Survey) would also be
organized in November, in which the
target should be to bring the state of

CM PLANTS COCONUT
SAPLING

Madhya Pradesh among the top 10.
More emphasis has been laid on
vocational education in the new education policy. CM Rise Schools will
be opened in the state with a view to
develop 'Culture of Excellence' to
provide world-class and quality education to the students and prepare
them for future jobs. Chouhan
advised the children to take care of
their health along with studies. He
told them to have good and healthy
food. He told them to eat three types
of food. Hita Bhog - means that
which is beneficial, Mita Bhog which is eaten less than hunger and
Ritu Bhog - which is according to the
season.Singing the lines 'Guzra
Zamana Bachpan Ka', Chief Minister
said that I still remember my childhood friends, my teachers, my mischief-making and what I ate. We
also used to eat ber, kabeet, mango
etc. in school. Today you are eating
more junk food like pizza, burger,
cold drinks, which are injurious to
health. You may eat it, but only
occasionally.

overnor Mangubhai Patel said that
education should be made more
socially useful. Our youths should be
encouraged to become aware of the life values, standards and responsibilities and to
contribute actively in the progress of the
nation. The Governor was addressing the
programme organised on the eve of 51st
Foundation Day of Barkatullah University at
Gyan Vigyan Bhawan on Saturday.
Patel has expected the universities to
make effective changes in the education system according to the new National
Education Policy, so that originality is developed among the students. They get inspiration and encouragement for new experiments. The student should be able to make
an active contribution to the development of
the country with his capacity and capability
by taking quality education.
Patel said that universities should develop
social responsibility, sense of duty, moral
values, service and self-reliance among the
students along with the spread of education,
so that in future they can contribute effectively in building the nation and healthy
society. Referring to Madhya Pradesh having
maximum number of vaccinations in the
country, he said that this achievement is a
great example of the success achieved by the
participation of the government and the society. He congratulated the government of
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
the people of the state. Thanks to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji for giving additional 14 lakh vaccine doses as an incentive
to the state and also appreciated the students

and staff of the university for their cooperation in the vaccination work. He spoke about
the need for the participation of students in
the programmes of the university's ideological discourse.Patel has asked to emphasize
on the efforts of spreading education among
the backward communities of the society,
deprived sections, women through online
education. Along with constantly updating
the available technology, he also stressed the
need for research and invention efforts. He
has asked the universities to prepare a
detailed action plan to meet the possible
challenges keeping in view the upcoming
academic session. He said that the dream of a
self-reliant India under the leadership of PM
Modi has turned into a resolve today. He
called upon the youth to inculcate selfreliance in their heart and mind. Along with
making their own efforts for self-reliance,
they should also help in the efforts of others.
At the beginning of the programme, the
Governor planted a Kadamba sapling in the
university campus. Inaugurated the programme by offering flowers to Maa Saraswati
and lighting the lamp. In the welcome
address, Vice Chancellor RJ Rao told that the
university is an I.S.O. certificate holder. Work
is being done fast on the target of making it
world class by 2025. The vote of thanks was
given by the Registrar.

Will give all the facilities to the Divyangs so that they can live like a normal person: CM
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted a coconut
plant in the Chief Minister's residence premises today. Coconut is
considered auspicious and propitious in Indian civilization.
Therefore it is used in worship rituals and auspicious works. Coconut
is a sign of good luck and prosperity. Coconut is called 'Shriphal' in
Sanskrit and Shri means Lakshmi.
Coconut tree is also called
'Kalpavriksha' in Sanskrit. Coconut
water contains a good amount of
electrolytes, which remove fatigue
and weakness. One coconut contains about 600 mg of potassium.

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that our aim is to provide all the facilities
to Divyangjan, which are necessary to lead
a normal life. "I bow to the human sympathy of
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji, who
changed the thinking of the people by changing
the disability into Divyangta."
Chouhan on Saturday distributed assistive
devices to 4146 Divyangjans of Chhindwara district through video conferencing from his residence. The programme was presided over by the
Union Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Virendra Kumar.
In this online programme organised under the
Adip scheme of the Government of India,
Divyangjans were provided with 7 thousand 368
devices like Motorized Tricycle, Cervical Collar
Tricycle, Wheel Chair, CP Chair, Crutch Axilla,
Walking Stick, Rollator, NSI Kit, VTE Digital Type
Hearing, Braille Cane Folding, ADL kits, cell
phone, smart cane, smart phone, daisy flare as
per requirement. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan
said that with the help of these devices, not only
will the effect of disability be reduced, but physical efficiency will increase.While addressing the
Divyangjans through video conferencing,
Chouhan said that: "Jiska koi ante hai, vo chhor

nahi hun,Sham ban kar dhal jaun, wo bhor nahi
hun.Kathnai kaisi, jab hausla saath hai mere,
Divyang tan se hun, par man se kamzor nahi
hun." Chief Minister said that everyone has
equal rights over the resources available on this
Earth. Everyone should get the same environment and same facilities without any discrimination. True government is the one which takes the
Divyang, destitute, elderly people etc. along with
it and leaves no stone unturned for their welfare.
Chouhan said that 1246 beneficiaries have been
benefitted with an amount of Rs 22 crore 67 lakh
under the Nishakt Vivah Protsahan Yojana for
Divyangjan in Madhya Pradesh.
Chouhan said that I welcome the scheme of
the Government of India to provide skill development training to the Divyangjan. Divyangjans
should be trained in such tasks which they can

do. This will help them in making them selfdependent.An amount of 33 crore 60 lakh
monthly pension is being transferred to the
accounts of 5 lakh 60 thousand Divyang people
of the state at the rate of Rs 600 per month. In
this, Rs 300 is given by the Government of India
and Rs 300 is given by the state government.
Apart from pension, additional assistance of
Rs.600 is also being given to multiple and mentally Divyang persons. 57 crore 88 lakh was paid
under this in the last 15 months. 62 laptops and
178 motorized tricycles were also distributed
under Mukhyamantri Nishakt Shiksha Protsahan
Yojana.Chouhan said that in January 2021, for
the first time in the country, 198 transgender
persons have been issued identity cards in
Bhopal. UID cards have been made available to 6
lakh 10 thousand Divyangjan of the state.

Economic woes began with Nehru's Independence
day speech: Madhya Pradesh minister on inflation
 Minister for Medical Education
Vishvas Sarang said that the
Narendra Modi government, on
the other hand, has strengthened
the economy in the past seven
years.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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inister for Medical Education Vishvas
Sarang in Madhya Pradesh on Saturday
said the problem of inflation does not
arise "in a day or two", and the economy began to
go downhill with the "mistakes" of Jawaharlal
Nehru's speech from the ramparts of the Red Fort
on August 15, 1947.
Sarang was reacting to a planned protest by the
Congress over rising prices and other issues.
Talking to reporters in Bhopal, Sarang said, "If the
credit for increasing inflation by crippling the
economy after the country's independence goes to

anyone, it is the
Nehru family.
Inflation does not rise
in a day or two. The
foundation of the
economy is not laid in
a day or two. The
country's economy
has deteriorated due
to the mistakes of the
speech that (the first
prime minister)
Jawaharlal Nehru
delivered from the
ramparts of the Red
Fort on August 15,
1947."
He said that the
Narendra Modi government, on the other
hand, has strengthened the economy in the past
seven years.

The BJP government has
launched
schemes for the
welfare of the
poor and their
participation in
the economy,
Sarang said,
adding that during the Congress
regime the economy was the preserve of a few
industrialists.
The inflation is
down and people's incomes
have increased
during the BJP
rule, the minister claimed. He quipped that
Congress workers should rather protest in front of

"10 Janpath" (party president Sonia Gandhi's residence).
Congress leaders in the state ridiculed Sarang's
comments.MP Congress spokesperson KK Mishra
said, "Vishwas Sarang, an eligible minister of
Shivraj's (Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
circus, is blaming the country's inflation on
Nehru's speech in 1947, when he was not even
born. As a departmental (health) minister, can you
state if Nehru was also responsible for the thousands of deaths due to lack of beds, oxygen and
Remdesivir during the coronavirus pandemic?"
Narendra Saluja, another Congress spokesperson, said the BJP ministry in MP was full of weird
people. "A minister starts climbing up an electricity poll to repair it, another talks about how many
children a couple should have, yet another says
that money should be charged for a selfie. Now, a
minister is holding a speech delivered 75 years ago
responsible for inflation. Why did the BJP then
promise relief from inflation in its poll campaign?"
he asked.

CM pays tribute to
Shaheed Udham Singh

Bhopal:Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan o Saturday remembered freedom fighter Sardar Udham Singh on
his martyrdom day and garlanded his
portrait. Udham Singh took a pledge
to teach a lesson to Michael Dyer by
taking the soil of Jallianwala Bagh in
his hand. Governor General Michael
Dyer was shot in London. He was
convicted of murder on June 4, 1940
and hanged at Pentonville Prison on
July 31, 1940.

CM FLORAL
TRIBUTE TO
MUNSHI

Efforts should be made to take the country forward from the existing conventions: Governor

Bhopal: Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday
remembered
renowned litterateur
Munshi Prem Chand
and garlanded his portrait of on his anniversary. Munshi
Premchand developed
such a tradition of
Hindi story and novel
which guided literature throughout the
century. His writings
are such a legacy of
the Hindi literature
without which the
study of Hindi development will be incomplete. He was a sensitive writer, an alert citizen, an efficient orator and an intelligent
editor.

overnor Mangubhai Patel has called upon all the teachers, disciples, thinkers, researchers to recognize our people, our skills, our
core capabilities and consider the possibilities of their optimum
utilization use, every crisis brings with it an opportunity. Covid-19 is also
no exception. The new opportunities that can emerge in the areas of
development, should be explored. He said that instead of following the
post-Covid world, we should make efforts to take India ahead of the
existing conventions. The Governor was addressing an e-seminar from
Raj Bhavan, on the role of educational institutions in the present circumstances. The seminar was organized under the joint auspices of
Education, Culture Upliftment Trust and Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya
Indore.
Patel said that under the present circumstances, there should be
extensive brain-storming on minimizing the negative impact of the
effects of Covid on the education system. The availability of content, ebooks etc. in digital form should be expanded for online education system, while strictly adopting covid appropriate behaviour. Efforts should
be made to make online education a medium to take education to the
disadvantaged sections and areas. The focus should also be on making
technology user friendly. Study and research efforts are equally important along with continuously updating the available technology. He has
stressed on the efforts to make education student-oriented by teaching
according to the characteristics, weaknesses and interests of each stu-

Team Absolute |Bhopal
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dent through artificial intelligence in making education individual oriented. He said that the system of online education should be strengthened in all those subjects of the course which do not require skill or
practical. Subjects which require ability based skills should be identified
for teaching both online and offline and teaching work should be done.
With this, it will be possible to make a qualitative change in the education of the students living in remote areas. He told to make online education outcome based and to create such online platform of certification,
through which students can enhance their learning skills.
Governor Patel said that it is likely that some students are facing finan-

cial or family challenges due to the pandemic. Schools should be more
sensitive towards such students and prepare action plans accordingly.
Efforts should be made to ensure that no student is deprived of education due to financial crisis. He said that the entire society has been affected by Corona. There is a need to adopt a new lifestyle which includes
yoga and traditional methods of medicine to develop immunity. He said
that we must understand that we have to learn to live with Corona. We
ourselves are responsible for our health. With this spirit, efforts will have
to ensure the safety of every section of the society. Congratulating the
workers of Shiksha, Sanskruti, Utthan Nyas, New Delhi for the works
being done with different themes and dimensions, he said that their
efforts assure a bright future of the country. Patel paid his humble tributes to the people who died due to Covid at the seminar. Remembering
the services of all Corona Warriors, he congratulated them. He has done
the work of serving the public by understanding the social responsibility
of the staff of educational institutions, students. He also appreciated his
individual and institutional efforts.
Higher Education Minister Mohan Yadav said that according to the
National Education Policy made in keeping with the Indian sentiments,
the state is continuously moving ahead in the field of education according to Indian culture and future requirements. Work is being done at a
fast pace on the successful implementation of various dimensions related to curriculum, teacher training by forming a task force. He informed
that a comprehensive programme has also been prepared for adoption
of villages of the state.
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"Zayn Malik Return"
Los Angeles | Agencies

ayn Malik, who always kept a low profile on Instagram, returns to
the platform after a two month silence with sultry selfie and playful
fishing trip snap. His arrival on social media delighted fans when he
share a very rare selfie with his 41million followers. The former One
Direction star looked stylish as he looked away from the camera and
posed in a grey fedora hat and a plain black T-shirt before sharing a more
playful snap showing him on a fishing trip.
A man of few words, Zayn posted the picture without a caption and
showcased his enviable jaw line as he tilted his head to the side. The musician was clearly fishing for likes as he also shared a snap of himself next to a
river with a fishing rod in some stylish denim dungarees. Enjoying the fishing excursion, the pop star playfully stuck out his tongue. His last post before
the selfie was a pro-Palestine message sending support to the people of
Palestine and 'supporting their resistance to colonization'. The post comes
after he admitted in 2017 that he didn't 'believe' in social media.

Z

Los Angeles | Agencies

illie Eilish released her latest album
'Happier Than Ever' with a furious
breakup song of the same name as
the title track. The blistering lyrics to
Happier Than Ever have led to some
online conjecture from fans that she was
singing about her ex Brandon 'Q' Adams.
The 19-year-old pop act apparently
dated Brandon - a rapper who goes by
7:AMP who is believed to be five years her
senior - in 2018 and 2019.
As the rumors about the song swirled
Billie dropped its evocative music video
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that shows her screaming from the rooftop
of her flooded house.
On Instagram fans have said, 'This song
is about Brandon' while another added,
'This has Adams written all over it.'
Earlier an Apple TV+ documentary
called Billie Eilish: The World's A Little
Blurry dropped earlier this year and
pulled the curtain back on the relationship. In the chorus she declares
that 'When I'm away from you I'm
happier than ever. Wish I could
explain it better - I wish it wasn't
true.' This March in the wake of
her documentary Brandon
defended himself from criticism by Billie's fans and she
then publicly asked them to
be kind to him.
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ANNIE MAC BIDS
FAREWELL TO RADIO 1
London | Agencies

nnie Mac announced she would be
leaving BBC Radio 1 in April after 17
years with a star-studded bash joined
by pals Nick Grimshaw and Skepta.
After bidding farewell during an emotional final show on Friday, Annie Mac, 43, took
to the dancefloor at The London EDITION
with a string of celebrity pals. For her own
leaving party, the Irish DJ looked sensational
in a lobster-printed multi-coloured flowing
maxi dress.
Her raspberry-red painted lips popped
against her glowing skin and her beautiful
brown tresses had been styled into gorgeous
curls. Annie accessorised her look with a
pair of round gold earrings, a delicate chain
necklace and a classic black belt.
Donning a comfy pair of white trainers,
Annie was quite the social butterfly as she
floated around the five-star boutique luxury
hotel to chat to the
famous faces in attendance.

A

I'VE
SPENT PAST 20 YEARS
SELF-MEDICATING: LILY ALLEN
London | Agencies

ily Allen has credited her sobriety with helping her new acting career path, after quitting drugs and alcohol two years
ago.
In a candid new interview, the singer has admitted she feels
'more capable of behaving like a connected adult' and 'ready
to open up about feeling things' since giving up booze.
Lily who celebrated two years of sobriety earlier this
week, is set to make her West End debut in the show
2:22: A Ghost Story next month, and the star added
that she can related to her character Jenny who
feels 'misunderstood.' Speaking to The
Telegraph, Lily said: "I was living life in a bubble for a long time, which was about me, me,
me. I think I'm ready to open myself up to feeling things, which I haven't been in the past."
"I've spent the past 15 to 20 years self-medicating and being quite numb about feelings… I feel I'm capable of behaving like a
connected adult in a way I haven't for a
long time.' Lily, who stars in '2:22: A Ghost
Story' alongside EastEnders actor Jake
Wood, added that she was offered a
script for the role just days after
breaking down in tears to husband
David Harbour about reaching
a crossroads in her life.

L

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Courtney Cox shares similar traits with
her onscreen character Monica Geller from the
popular sitcom 'Friends'.
Courtney on 'The Drew Barrymore Show' revealed
that she is a "pretty neat" person just like her character
Monica, who in 'Friends' came across as a very organised person. While speaking to Cox, actress Drew
Barrymore asked: "Speaking of the neat gene. Did
Monica Geller get it from you?" To which, Cox replied:
"I am very neat! I did a post on Instagram which said
'how do you say you're Monica without saying
Monica' and I opened my drawer." "I'm not going to lie
but those were two of my best draws. Not every drawer
looks like that but I'm pretty neat. I need organisation
and I don't like clutter," added the 57-year-old on the
show, which airs on Zee Cafe in India.

A

Los Angeles | Agencies

ollywood star Dwyane Johnson was keen to
have actress Emily Blunt in the movie
upcoming movie 'Jungle Cruise' but, when
he sent her a
video asking
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if she
would like to
join the cast,
she "ghosted"
him and left
him without a
reply.
"When the
script came to me,
I loved it... (the
role) was always for
Emily Blunt," he
admitted during an
interview on U.K.
TV show

"Lorraine" on Thursday. "It was always Emily
Blunt, that is the truth."
"She knows it ... I sent this video. I
worked all night, I came home, it was like
three in the morning. I was like, 'Okay let
me make this video for Emily just telling
her what a big fan I am and I would
love for her to come onto the movie',"
Johnson said, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
When Blunt asked him what he
heard back after sending the
video, he said she had "ghosted"
him.
The movie based on Disney's
theme park attraction is also
supported by the likes of
Edgar Ramirez, Jack
Whitehall, Jesse Plemons
and Paul Giamatti.
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INDIA WOMEN'S TEAM
MAKES MAIDEN ENTRY
INTO QUARTERS
Tokyo | Agencies

he Indian women's hockey team made
a historic entry into the quarterfinals,
finishing fourth in Pool A after Ireland
were beaten 2-0 by Great Britain in the final
league match on Saturday.
India had defeated South Africa 4-3 in
their last league match early in the day but
their passage to the knockout stage depended on the result of the match between
defending champions Britain and Ireland as
the latter was placed fifth in the group and
could finish fourth ahead of India.
For India to qualify, Britain had to beat
Ireland and that's what happened in a wellfought match on Saturday. A victory for

T

Britain wins mixed 4x100m
medley relay at Olympics,
breaks world record

Ireland would have taken them to six points,
the same as India but the Irish would have
qualified on better goal difference.
However, Ireland's defeat meant India finished fourth in their pool behind
Netherlands, Germany, and Britain.
India will meet former champions
Australia in their quarterfinal match on
Monday. It will be Netherlands v New
Zealand; Spain v Great Britain and Germany
v Argentina in the other quarterfinals.
This is a historic feat and a maiden entry
in the quarterfinals for India, who are playing only their third Olympics after appearances in 1980, in which women's hockey
made its debut, and 2016 when the team finished last in their pool.

DJOKOVIC WITHDRAWS
FROM MIXED DOUBLES
AFTER LOSING SINGLES
Tokyo | Agencies

Tokyo | Agencies

ritain won their second
swimming team gold in
the mixed 4x100m
medley relay at the Tokyo
Olympic Games in a world
record time here on Saturday.
Coming from behind to
clock 3:37.58 for the top
prize, British swimmers
Kathleen Dawson, Adam
Peaty, James Guy and Anna
Hopkin joined efforts to slice
0.43 seconds off the previous
world record held by China.

B

Hours after losing a tough men's singles bronze-medal
match to Spain's Pablo Carreno Busta, world No. 1 Novak
Djokovic of Serbia withdrew from the mixed doubles
bronze-medal match at the Olympics due to a left shoulder injury.
What could have been a mouth-watering clash
between two world No. 1s and reigning Wimbledon
champions -- Serbia's Djokovic is the world No. 1 men's
player, while Australia's Ashleigh Barty is the women's
numero uno -- ended in a damp squib with the former
pulling out at the last minute.
The Serbian team of Djokovic and Nina Stojanovic was
to take on Australia's world No. 1 women's singles player
Ashleigh and John Peers in mixed doubles bronze contest, but the International Tennis Federation (ITF) tweeted before the match that the winner of 20 Grand Slam
singles had withdrawn.
"Novak Djokovic withdraws from the mixed doubles
bronze medal match due to a left shoulder injury.
Ashleigh Barty and John Peers receive a walkover against
Djokovic and Nina Stojanovic and win the bronze medal
for Australia," tweeted ITF.
At the Olympics, where big-ticket players like Rafael
Nadal and Roger Federer were not playing, it gave
Djokovic his best chance of completing a Golden Slam.
With the dream shattered, his next opportunity at an
Olympics gold will now come in Paris 2024. He will be
37 by then.

Team China, comprised of
Xu Jiayu, Yan Zibei, Zhang
Yufei and Yang Junxuan, finished in 3:38.86 for the silver,
edging world champion
Australia by 0.09 seconds,
reports Xinhua.
World record holder Katie
Ledecky of the United States
added another gold to her
collection, winning the
women's 800m freestyle.
The defending champion
enjoyed a safe lead before
touching home in eight minutes and 12.57 seconds.

India boxer Amit
Panghal crashes out
Tokyo | Agencies

oxer Amit Panghal, the world
No. 1 in men's 52kg, crashed out
of the Tokyo Olympics, losing to
Yuberjen Herney Martinez Rivas of

B

Colombia in a Round-of-16 bout on
Saturday.
Panghal, India's biggest hope in this
section, lost 4-1 (rpt 4-1) on points,
starting the day on a disappointing

note for boxing after the high of
Lovlina Borgohain reaching the semifinals and assuring a medal for the
country.
Panghal, the 2018 Asian Games gold
medallist, had drawn a tough opponent in Martinez Rivas, the
silver medallist at the Rio
Olympics in 2016.
Starting with an open
stance and moving around
the ring, Panghal made
Martinez Rivas come for him
and make him work for his
points.
Panghal counter-attacked
on all possible occasions and
landed some good combinations, winning a split decision
4-1 in his favour.
But Panghal changed his
tactics inexplicably in the second round and became too
defensive, maybe hoping to make
Martinez Rivas work hard for points so
as to tire down the Colombian.
Martinez Rivas won the second round,
getting 10 points from all five judges.

orld No.6 Elina Svitolina
won the Olympic bronze
medal in women's singles,
rallying from 1-4 down in the final
set to defeat Kazakhstan's Elena
Rybakina, 1-6, 7-6(5), 6-4 and win
Ukraine's first-ever Olympic tennis
medal on Saturday.
Playing in her second Olympics,
Elina's determination was the story
of her bronze-medal run. Four of her
six matches were won in a deciding
set. Elina defeated Germany's Laura
Siegemund, Australia's Ajla
Tomljanovic, Greece's Maria Sakkari,

W

Sindhu crashes against
Tai Tzu in straight sets

Tokyo | Agencies

ndia's hopes of winning a
gold medal in badminton
and seeing PV Sindhu go
one better than her silver
won at the 2016 Olympic
Games were dashed after the
sixth seed lost in straight
games to Chinese Taipei's Tai
Tzu-Ying 18-21, 12-21 on
Saturday.
The Indian ace, who lost in
the singles final at the Rio
Olympics, will now fight for
bronze medal against
Chinese He Bing Jiao on
Sunday.
Tai Tzu-Ying will face Chen
Yu Fei of China in the final.
Sindhu began well as she
raced to a 6-3 lead, having
won four straight points with
her aggressive play.
At the break, Sindhu led
11-8. However, Tai Tzu's ability to use sharp angles and be
precise with her baseline play

I

were to become Sindhu's
undoing as she found
retrieval of shots very difficult
as the match progressed.
The Taipei player won
three straight points to level
scores at 11.
Sindhu again opened up a
two-point lead at 16-14 but
Tai Tzu had by then found
her feet. She wiped out the
advantage with a perfect
drop from the deep as
Sindhu was deceived into
believing that it would come
to baseline. The Taiwanese
followed it with a sharpangled slice.
Sindhu's power was no
match to Tai Tzu's deft touch.
The 27-year-old opened up
an 11-7 lead and never
allowed the 26-year-old
Indian any room to come
back. The Indian lost the first
game in 21 minutes and the
second in 19 minutes to go
down in 40 minutes.

BOXER POOJA RANI LOSES
QUARTERFINAL BOUT
Tokyo: Indian boxer Pooja Rani lost her quarterfinal bout in
women's middleweight category to second seed and 2016 Rio
Olympics bronze medallist Li Qian of China by unanimous
decision on Saturday.
Throughout the bout, Li never
gave up the upper hand and
ended up winning 5-0 to go
through to the semifinals at the
Ryogoku Kokugikan Arena.
The Chinese was undoubtedly
the superior boxer on show.
Pooja, ranked eighth in the
world, had earlier lost to Li in
the semifinals of the 2014
Asian Games and 2020 Asia
Oceania Olympic qualifiers.
Earlier, Pooja had beaten Algerian boxer Ichrak Chaib 5-0 in
the pre-quarter finals, which also marked her debut match at
the Olympics. India now has two boxers left in the fray with
Lovlina Borgohain assured of a medal and Satish Kumar to
enter the ring for the quarterfinal on Sunday.

Olympics: Kamalpreet
qualifies for discus final

ELINA
SVITOLINA
CLINCHES
WOMEN'S
SINGLES
TENNIS
BRONZE
Tokyo | Agencies
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atiala-born 25-year-old
Indian discus thrower
Kamalpreet Kaur came
up with a scintillating performance to secure her place
in the final at the Tokyo
Olympic Games even as the
more experienced and Asian
Games gold medallist Seema
Punia bowed out with a 16thplace finish in the qualifying
stages on Saturday.
The first Indian woman to
have cross the 65m mark and
against whose name the
national record stands at
65.06 -- at the Federation
Cup in March this year -breached the direct qualification mark of 64m on Saturday
in her third attempt to make
it to the medal round.
The Indian, who had qualified for the Tokyo Olympics
on the basis of her 65.06m in
March, was among the only

P

and Italy's Camila Giorgi, before losing in the semifinals to Marketa
Vondrousova of the Czech Republic.
Against Rybakina, who breezed
through the tournament without losing a set before the semifinals, Elina
grafted for 2 hours and 24 minutes,
which was still just the third-longest
match she played this week.
In her only previous Olympic
appearance in 2016, Elina had defeated Germany's Andrea Petkovic, Great
Britain's Heather Watson, and
American star Serena Williams to
reach the quarterfinals before losing
to eventual bronze medallist Petra
Kvitova of the Czech Republic.

two throwers who breached
the 64m mark at the Olympic
Stadium in the qualifying
round. A total of 12 throwers
qualify for the final. However,
with just two of them managing to cross the direct qualification mark, the other 10
were decided on the basis of
their best attempts on

Saturday.
In her debut Olympics,
Kamalpreet breached the
60m mark with an opening
throw of 60.29 metres. Her
next throw was 63.97 metres
followed by the 64-metre
effort in the final attempt that
helped her confirm a place in
the final on Monday.

Archery campaign ends Jamaica's Elaine breaks Flo Jo's 100m Olympic record
as Atanu crashes out
Tokyo | Agencies

Tokyo | Agencies

tanu Das failed to keep his nerve
when it mattered most after
making a good comeback against
Japan's Takaharu Furukawa, losing the
Men's Individual Round-of-16
Elimination duel 6-4 at the Tokyo
Olympics on Saturday.
After losing the first set 25-27, Das
came back strongly to tie the scores in the second with a superb 10 on the first
arrow, putting pressure on the Japanese as he had to score a 10 on the final
arrow to tie scores 28-28. Das struck two 10s off the first two arrows of the third
set and a nine off the last arrow. In response, Furukawa shot 8, 10, and 9 as he
lost the set 27-28, with the set scores tied 3-3. There was nothing much to differentiate between the two archers in the fourth set as they shot an identical 9, 10,
and 9, the set scores 4-4 going into the fifth and deciding set. And that's where
Das succumbed to the pressure. He started with a nine but botched up his second arrow and shot an eight. Furukawa responded with a 10. Furukawa, who
had won silver in the 2012 London Olympics, was a tough opponent but Das was
on a high after beating South Korea's Oh Jin-hyek, the man who won the gold
medal in 2012. Das raised hopes by beating Oh Jin-hyek but in the end that too
was short-lived as he failed to capitalise on his chances against Furukawa.

A

2016 Rio Olympics champion Elaine
Thompson-Herah led the way for an allJamaican sweep of the podium in the
women's 100m final at the Tokyo Olympics
on Saturday.
In the Olympic Stadium, Elaine, the
defending champion, clinched the gold
medal with a new Olympic record of 10.61
seconds. Her compatriots, Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce took the silver medal with
10.74 seconds, while Shericka Jackson
clocked 10.76 seconds for the bronze
medal. Elaine's timing in Tokyo broke the
Olympics record of 33 years set by
American Florence Griffith-Joyner in 1988.
She is also the second Jamaican woman to
defend her title in the event, after ShellyAnn's back-to-back wins in 2008 and 2012.
The win also continues Jamaica's domination in the event, winning the gold since
the 2008 Beijing Olympics and finishing in
the top three since the 1992 Barcelona
Olympics.
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AMAAL MALLIK THRILLED TO COMPOSE
MUSIC FOR 'RADHE SHYAM'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

alented singer-composer Amaal
Mallik will be composing the
music for Telugu star Prabhas'
upcoming film 'Radhe Shyam'.
Sharing his excitement over the
same, Amaal said: "I am so
thrilled that I am part of a
Prabhas sir movie, it's

T

going to be exciting to compose for Radhe
Shyam. Director Radha sir has created a
massive canvas for me to create something forever and larger than life for this
film. All I know is I'm gonna give it my all."
Helmed by Radha Krishna Kumar,
'Radhe Shyam' also features actress Pooja
Hegde in the female lead. This project
marks Amaal's first collaboration with
both Prabhas and Pooja.

Apart from this, Amaal is also working
on his next independent music video that
is expected to drop sometime this year.
Quizzed on the same, he replied: "For
my next independent single, I wish to
explore a fresh sonic world. It's going to
be love for sure, but the sound will be a
whole new world."
'Radhe Shyam' is slated to hit theatres
on Makar Sankranti, January 14, 2022.

PANKAJ TRIPATHI: THE
UNCROWNED KING OF OTT
Team Absolute|Mumbai

he growing popularity of the
OTT space has helped in bringing talented actors to the forefront and one such name is Pankaj
Tripathi, who has amassed a big
fan following with his portrayal
of Kaleen Bhaiya from
'Mirzapur' and Guruji from
'Sacred Games'.
He has often been called
the "king" of the digital
space. The 44-year-old actor
credits the audience for all
the love they have showered
on him.
"I am humbled and it
feels really
good to
be so

T

loved. I'm thankful to all the viewers
who decide whom to make the 'King'
and the 'Queen' from among us
actors - we actors call such viewers
the intelligent and thinking audience
- and I'm very thankful to them,"
Pankaj said. The actor stressed
that the numbers game in the
industry keeps shuffling up
and down.
He said: "I believe that
originality means creating a
space in the audience's
hearts with good storytelling
and performances that they
wouldn't just like but also get
inspired from."
He feels thankful to be recognised for the
work he
does.

Armaan Malik's new
Tamil song Eppa
Paarthaalum out
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Team Absolute|Mumbai

rmaan Malik is quite excited about his new Tamil
song 'Eppa Paarthaalum', which is a collaboration
with music composer Hiphop Tamizha that released
on Friday. The song is part of the Tamil film 'Aalambana',
directed by Pari K. Vijay and starring Vaibhav and Parvati.
The song has been penned by Pa Vijay and composed by
Tamizha. Talking about the song, Armaan said, "The music
by Hiphop Tamizha is incredibly captivating and I'm happy to have collaborated with him for 'Eppa
Paarthaalum'. It is a very beautiful
composition and vibing on it was
the most exciting bit for me. "I can't
wait to know what the listeners think
about it. I'm truly blessed to have fans
who have enjoyed my style of rendition in Tamil, among other
languages. Our

A

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

n the occasion of
Kiara Advani's
birthday, Team
'RC 15' made a
special
announcement
of their Pan
India film. The actress joins
the cast as the leading lady.
Kiara who is excited about
this collaboration says, "It's
definitely one of the best
birthday presents I have
gotten so far. I am excited
as well as nervous to
work with renowned
and experienced names
of our film fraternity. I
am eagerly waiting to
begin the shoot and hoping
that this incredible opportunity is
translated wonderfully on screen!" RC 15
will release in 3 languages - Telugu,
regional
Tamil, Hindi. Directed by S. Shankar,
music is
the film is jointly produced by Dil
our cultural
Raju and Shirish Garu under the
identity and
banner of Sri Venkateswara
nothing makes
Creations for a PAN India
me happier than
release.
offering people something they can relate to in
their mother tongue."

O

KIARA
JOINS
RAM
CHARAN'S
NEXT- 'RC
15'

KARTIK LOOKS
FORWARD TO ROMANTIC
THRILLER FREDDY
Team Absolute|Mumbai

artik Aaryan is all set to star in the
upcoming movie 'Freddy' directed by Shashanka Ghosh. The
actor says he is looking forward to bringing the romantic thriller to life.
Kartik said: "As an actor, I crave to
explore different facades of
entertainment and with
Freddy, I'm venturing into an
uncharted territory which is
both exciting and intriguing in equal measures. I
look forward to dwell in
the world of Freddy
and bring alive this
dark romantic thriller."
The 30-year-old actor
says the film marks his
first collaboration with
a "visionary" like Ekta
Kapoor and "creative
forces like Jayu and
Shahshanka".
Producer Ekta
Kapoor in collaboration with Jay
Shewakramani is all set
to kickstart 'Freddy'.
The film goes on floors
on August 1 in Mumbai.
Freddy is jointly produced by Balaji Telefilms
and Northern Lights
Films.

K

Zareen Khan
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