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India Achieves New Single-Day Covid Jab Milestone

Afghanistan: Alert for rockets,
vehicle borne attacks

ONE CR AND COUNTING…
India on Friday, for the first time, administered more than one crore vaccine does in a
single day under its nationwide mass vaccination drive against Covid-19. This is the
highest-ever vaccination achieved in a single day since the start of the vaccination drive.
Kerala turns 'Covid's Own Country'
Thiruvananthapuram: With Kerala now becoming 'Covid's Own Country', leading the
country in all major indicators like daily cases, total active cases, and also in number of
deaths, the Kerala government has gone on high alert and Health Minister Veena George
said even though the mantra is testing, tracing and treatment, at the moment, vaccination is
also of prime concern. She pointed out that Kerala has the maximum reporting of cases and
the undercounting index is 6:1 in the state, against 33:1 nationwide. Kerala continued to
report over 30,000 cases for the third consecutive day on Friday and showed an increased
Test Positivity Rate, while 179 deaths took the the death count to 20,313. The state logged
32,801 cases Friday, up from 30,007 on Thursday. The figure was 31,445 cases on August 25.

Dengue, malaria, Covid co-infection dangerous but treatable
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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n another significant achievement, India's
Covid-19 vaccination coverage has
crossed the 62 crore landmark and
presently stands at 62,17,06,882, as per the
provisional report of the Health
Ministry.Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya took to Twitter to congratulate
citizens and said the number of jabs given
today has crossed the 90 lakh mark as more
doses continue to be administered.Data on
the CoWIN portal showed that 96,43,030 vac-

cine doses had been administered today so
far. "Congratulations to the citizens as India
today administers historic 90 lakh #COVID19
vaccines until now - and still counting!," the
Health Minister tweeted, along with a fingers-crossed emoticon.Congratulations to
the citizens as India today administers historic 90 lakh #COVID19 vaccines until now and still counting!???? Earlier in the day, the
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
had tweeted that the 62 crore doses of coronavirus vaccines had been administered in the
country so far.

KERALA, MAHA ADVISED NIGHT CURFEW TO CURB COVID CASES
New Delhi: Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla on Thursday reviewed the measures
taken by the Kerala and Maharashtra governments for checking the spread of Covid-19,
through a video conference.During the meeting, the overall management of Covid-19 situation in Kerala and Maharashtra was discussed while Bhalla observed that more efforts
would be required to arrest the increase in infections."This would require adequate intervention in geographical areas having higher infection, through measures such as contact
tracing, vaccination drives and Covid appropriate behaviour and he also suggested that
the state governments should explore the possibility of placing night curfew in areas of
high positivity," the Home Ministry officials said.The officials also said that both states
were advised to continue with their vaccination programmes and in case they required
more vaccines, the same would be provided to the extent possible.

Baghel flexes muscles, status
quo in Chhattisgarh
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

three-hour meeting held at Rahul
Gandhi's home this evening signaled
that the Congress's Chhattisgarh crisis is
about to get worse. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, whose job has been claimed by rival
TS Singh Deo, made it clear that he is not
going anywhere.
"I have told Rahul Gandhi my dil ki baat
(from the heart), whatever I had to say. Now
he is coming next week to Chhattisgarh," the
Chief Minister told reporters, adding that he
had urged the Congress leader to "come and
see the situation" in the state. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra also joined the meeting for a
short while, making it the second time the
Gandhi siblings are together tackling a state
crisis after Punjab.
For his second meeting this week with
Gandhi - both Baghel and Singh Deo had met
with the former Congress chief on Tuesday -

the Chief Minister had staged a show of
strength, bringing over 50 MLAs to Delhi.
Since Baghel completed half-term in June,
Singh Deo has been demanding his turn at
the Chief Minister's post. He claims he was
promised a rotational arrangement by the
Congress in 2018 when the party came to
power in Chhattisgarh.

Schools to reopen for Class VI to
XII with 50 % capacity in MP
Bhopal : Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that continuous caution is required despite
good control of Corona
infection in the state.
Everyone has to be alert
while paying attention to
strict adherence to Covid
protocol. After successful
completion of Vaccination
Maha Abhiyan-2 in the
state, citizens are now
secure, but keeping in
mind the possibility of
another wave in future, it is
necessary for everyone to
remain alert. Schools are
being reopened with necessary arrangements.
Special vaccination session to be organized for teachers.
Chouhan was addressing a meeting at his residence in connection with the operation of schools in the state this
evening. According to the decision taken in the meeting,
classes from VI to XII will begin from September 1 with 50
pc students in all government and non-government
schools of the state. In this decision, parent's consent and
strict adherence to the Covid 19 guidelines has been made
mandatory.

New Delhi: Several hospitals across the country are witnessing a spike in co-infections, that is,
catching Covid together with dengue or malaria.
While this is dangerous and can turn fatal, it is
treatable if intervention is timely, said health
experts on Friday.Dengue or malaria are vectorborne diseases spread through mosquito bites
and they rise during the monsoon season. Covid,
on the other hand, is caused by SARS-CoV-2 virus
and transmitted mainly by droplets produced as
a result of coughing or sneezing of an infected
person.

DCGI finds first mRNA vaccine safe, gives nods for
Phase 2/3 trials
New Delhi:The Drug Controller General of India has approved the Phase 2 and 3 clinical trials of India's first Covid-19 mRNA vaccine.
Pune-based pharma major Gennova Biopharmaceuticals Ltd is developing the nation's
first mRNA-based Covid-19 vaccine. It is among a few pharmaceutical firms worldwide,
including Moderna Inc and Pfizer Inc, to use mRNA technology in its coronavirus shot.
These vaccines do not use a live virus to generate an immune response but prompt the
human body to make a protein that triggers one. The Phase 1 study data has been evaluated and Phase 2 will commence soon. The phase 2/3 study will be conducted in India at
10-15 sites in Phase 2 and 22-27 sites in Phase 3. Gennova plans to use the DBT-ICMR
clinical trial network sites for this study.

Mysuru gangrape: Kumaraswamy says
'follow what was done in Hyderabad'
Bengaluru: JDS
leader H D
Kumaraswamy on
Friday appeared to suggest to deal with alleged
rapists of a college student near Mysuru, on
the lines of police action
in Telangana nearly two
years ago when perpetrators of such a crime
were shot dead.Amid outrage over the gang-rape, Karnataka
minister Anand Singh said: "Everything of the perpetrators
should be chopped off." Speaking to reporters in
Chennapatna, Kumaraswamy said, "I appreciate the
Hyderabad police in dealing with a rape case. What did they
do finally? Unless stringent action is taken things will not
improve."The former chief minister was referring to the way
the Hyderabad police shot dead the four alleged rapists who
had burnt alive a veterinarian along with her vehicle after
committing the crime at Shamshabad in the Telangana capital in 2019. While recreating the crime scene, all the four
accused were taken to the spot. When they allegedly tried to
escape, Telangana police shot them.
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extremists take power, terror
follows.
He added that Taliban rule
has brought this to innocent
people trying to escape the
horror of Taliban rule.
The prime suspect for the
suicide bombing at Kabul airport is the Islamic State affiliate in Afghanistan known as
Islamic State Khorasan
Province, ISIS-KP.

TALIBAN WANTS
GOOD TIES WITH
INDIA: SPOKESMAN
Taliban spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid also said
that the group, which now
rules Afghanistan, considers India as an important
part of the region. "We
desire good ties with all
countries, including India,
which is an important part
of the region. Our desire is
that India devise its policy
as per the interests of
Afghan people," Mujahid
was quoted as saying by
Pakistan's ARY News channel on Wednesday.

Biden vows retribution
Washington: US President Joe Biden has said that he will
avenge the twin bombings at the Kabul
airport that have killed at least 103
people, including 13 American service
members, adding the ongoing evacuation in Afghanistan will continue uninterrupted. "We will respond with force
and precision in our time, in a place
we choose in a manner of our choosing. We will hunt them down," he said.

CHANDIGARH | Agencies
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unjab Congress
President Navjot
Sidhu's controversial
adviser Malwinder Mali
resigned on Friday, a day
after AICC general secretary
Harish Rawat asked for the
advisers' resignations saying
their stands were unacceptable to the Congress.
Interestingly, the resignation comes in the wake of
Sidhu telling the party High
Command that, "I can't be
dummy chief".
Reacting to Sidhu's assertion, Rawat said, "Who says
he is." Speaking at a party
function in Amritsar city,
Sidhu said "if he is allowed to

Anti-social/anti-India elements are taking advantage of this 'free porn'
environment of Twitter, weaponising the content. An elaborate psy-war is
being waged to damage India's communal harmony, particularly between
Hindus and Muslims, the report said.

from Twitter, DisinfoLab said in
a report.Twitter allows such
accounts on its platforms,
which, while does not violate
their policies, breaks the law of
the land as these handles are
accessible by the Indian users.
It is important to mention
that Twitter, like the other social
media platforms, does possess
technical capabilities to restrict
the access of some of its content/ handle to specific geographical locations. Therefore, it
does not seem to be an issue of
technical limitation.While it is
not clear whether Twitter is will-

ver 90 people, mostly
Afghan civilians, and
13 US military personnel have been killed and
more than 150 injured due to
the devastating twin bomb
attacks on the Hamid Karzai
International Airport in
Kabul, BBC reported. A
Taliban official says at least
28 of the Afghans killed were
Taliban members.
Evacuation of civilians
have now been accelerated
after the attacks, a Western
security official told a global
news wire, adding that flights
are taking off regularly. This,
as the US warned that more
attacks could come, with US
commanders saying they
were on alert for possible
rockets or vehicle-borne
bombs targeting the airport,
BBC said.
Reacting to the Kabul airport blast, Tom Tugendhat,
UK Conservative MP and
chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee has said
that whenever Islamist

Navjot Sidhu says he can't be
dummy chief; adviser resigns

Verified accounts freely share porn videos on Twitter
 TWITTER NOT ONLY
ALLOWS THE PRESENCE
OF SUCH CONTENT, BUT
ALSO HELPS IN ITS
SPREAD.
THE TWITTER ALGORITHM
GOVERNING 'SUGGESTIONS' WOULD GUIDE YOU
TO MULTIPLE ACCOUNTS
OF SAME NICHE (PORN
CONTENT) IF YOU HAPPEN TO SEARCH OR LOOK
AT ONE OF THE HANDLES.
IT ESSENTIALLY AMPLIFIES THE AVAILABILITY OF
SUCH EXPLICIT CONTENT
TO THE USERS, THE
REPORT SAID.

KABUL | Agencies

fully ignoring the law of the
land, i.e., Indian prohibition on
public sharing of porn content,
or it has been oblivious; it continues to be the hub of vulgar
and pornographic content available online. Surprisingly, such
content is openly available on
Twitter, including explicit porn
prohibited by law, the report
said.Twitter, while allowing a
teenager to open an account,
doesn't restrict their access to
the explicit content. Moreover, it
also doesn't restrict the spread
of porn content to India, where
it is prohibited by law.

work according to his own
policy of hope and faith, he
will ensure Congress rule in
the state for 20 years".
"But if you don't allow me
to take decisions, then I can't
help anything," Sidhu said
without mincing words.
Speaking about the Punjab
model Sidhu said, "Punjab
model means people make

Heavy rains in Uttarakhand
Dehradun: Heavy overnight rains
damaged the Rishikesh-Gangotri
and Rishikesh-Badrinath national
highways in Uttarakhand leading to
suspension of traffic along the
affected stretches for public safety,
an official said on Friday. The
Rishikesh-Gangotri highway (NH94) has been closed for traffic from
Narendra Nagar to Chamba, while
the Rishikesh-Badrinath highway
(NH-58) has been closed from
Tapovan to Maletha, Tehri district
magistrate Eva Ashish Shrivastava
said. Traffic will remain completely
suspended along these stretches
until they are fully repaired, she
said. A large portion of NH-94 caved
in near Fakot in Tehri district, while
landslide debris falling from the hillside blocked the road at a number
of places. Cracks have appeared at
multiple spots on this stretch, raising fears about further damage. The
highway remains blocked by huge
boulders and rocks at several places,
including Bagad Dhar and
Hindolakhal. A large portion of the
road has washed away around
Bemunda and Soni villages near
Fakot, the DM said.

policies for trade, industry
and power. Giving power of
people back to the people."
The power struggle
between Sidhu and Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh is
on as the latter's confidante
and Cabinet minister Rana
Gurmit Singh Sodhi hosted a
dinner at his residence here
on Thursday.

Militants kill 5 truck drivers
in Assam, vehicles set on fire
GUWAHATI |
Agencies

ive truck
drivers of a
cement
company were
killed and three
others injured
when Dimasa
National
Liberation Army
(DNLA) militants
fired upon them
in Assam's Dima
Hasao district. The attack happened late on
Thursday night, police said on Friday.
A senior Police official in Guwahati said
that the DNLA extremists fired several rounds
at the truck drivers and other people before
setting six of the trucks on fire. At least seven
drivers and assistants of the trucks managed
to flee inside the nearby jungles when the
extremists fired on them from the sophisticated weapons.
The security forces have launched a massive combing operation to nab the militants in
the hilly district, which is around 300 km
southeast of Guwahati. The trucks were carrying coal and other material for a nearby
cement manufacturing plant.
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BRICS nations can lead the world in
eradicating hunger: Agri Min Tomar
Team Absolute|New Delhi

B

RICS countries are wellpositioned to take a leading
role in helping to achieve
the objectives of the 2030
Sustainable Development
Goals to eradicate hunger and poverty, India's Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said on Friday.
"By increasing agricultural production and increasing the income of
farmers, the problem of income
inequality and food price volatility
can be overcome," Tomar said as he
chaired the 11th Meeting of BRICS
Agriculture Ministers held virtually.
The Ministers of Agriculture from
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa) deliberated on the
theme 'BRICS Partnership for
Strengthening Agro Biodiversity for
Food and Nutrition Security' and also
adopted a joint declaration covering a
wide range of focus areas for future
cooperation amongst BRICS countries and the Action Plan for 2021-24
for agricultural cooperation of BRICS
countries and BRICS Agriculture

Research Platform, an Agriculture
Ministry release said.
BRICS brings together the major
emerging economies of the world,
hosting 41 per cent of the world's
population, contributing 24 per cent
of the world GDP and over 16 per
cent share in world trade.
Tomar also highlighted the efforts
made by India in preserving agro-bio-

diversity by establishing and maintaining the National Gene banks for
plants, animals, fish, insects and agriculturally important microorganisms
at different Bureaus. "India is focusing
on capacity building in research,
teaching, policy-making, trade and
farming of nutritious cereals, which
will benefit the farmers while conserving the amazing diversity avail-

Record Rs 25 cr drugs haul in
Mizoram, 2 Assam men held
I
Team Absolute|Aizawl

n the biggest ever drug haul in Mizoram,
police have seized 5 lakh very addictive
stimulant drug 'methamphetamine tablets
valued at Rs 25 crore in the international market and arrested two persons belonging to
neighbouring Assam, police said on Friday.
A senior Mizoram police official said that
the police in a joint operation along with its
sister agency had recovered and seized five
lakh Methamphetamine tablets on Thursday
night from a truck near Buichali Bridge,
Sairang under Aizawl district.
The seized contraband items are worth Rs
25 crore in the international market, the
police official said, adding that the driver of
the truck Mantu Kumar Deb, 45, and his associate Subhas Das, 33, were arrested.
Both the detainees are residents of
Karimganj in southern Assam.
The Mizoram police have registered a case
under the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.
The police suspect that the drugs were

smuggled from neighbouring Myanmar.
Methamphetamine, also commonly known
as 'Yaba' or 'Party tablets' or 'WY' (World is
Yours), is a synthetic drug, and is misused as a
high-dosage drug among the people specially
the youth in Bangladesh and neighbouring
countries, besides India.

FLOOD SITUATION WORSENS
IN ASSAM, NEARLY 1.33 LAKH
PEOPLE HIT
Guwahati: Over 1.33
lakh people, including
more than 39,000 children, were affected in
11 Assam districts as
the flood situation
deteriorated on Friday
with over 7,584
hectares crop areas
having been inundated, officials said.
According to the official of the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA), the worst affected five
districts are Bongaigaon (63,891 people affected), Dhemaji
(31,500), Majuli (13,239), Dibrugarh (10,697) and Chirang
(10,634).According to the ASDMA, 243 villages were affected and 74 relief camps were opened for the help of the
flood-affected.Many roads, bridges, embankments, culverts
and other infrastructure have been damaged by flood
waters in several districts, the ASDMA bulletin said.

MAN HAS MIRACULOUS ESCAPE
AFTER FALLING UNDER TRAIN
AT BIHAR STATION

MYSURU UNIVERSITY
'BANS' MOVEMENT OF GIRL
STUDENTS AFTER 6.30 P.M.
Bengaluru: In a bizarre development,
the Mysuru University banned the
movement of girl students in the campus after 6.30 p.m. from Friday.
As the order issued by the Registrar,
coming against the backdrop of gang
rape incident in the city, evoked outrage, Vice Chancellor, Prof G.
Hemantha Kumar, assured to rectify
the order by Saturday.
The order said that the movement of
girl students on the campus has been
banned after 6.30 pm. They are also
banned from sitting anywhere in the
campus after the stipulated time.
The direction has been issued after
oral instructions of the police against
the backdrop of the Mysuru gang rape.
The order also states that the entry of
public to the famous Kukkarahalli lake
premises, located adjacent to the varsity campus and frequented by nature
lovers, will also be barred after 6.30
p.m. The university has also given
directions to enhance patrolling and
security systems in the campus.

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ndia's aspiration of
becoming a regional
powerhouse cannot
rely on borrowed strength,
Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS), General Bipin
Rawat, said on Friday.
Addressing the 5th IETE
Innovators-Industry meet,
Rawat said that India's
wars have to be won with
Indian solutions, asserting
that indigenisation is only
the way forward.
"To win future wars,

India cannot be importdependent," Rawat said.
The CDS said that air
defence capabilities of the
armed forces are at the
cusp of modernisation
with the acquisition of ballistic missile defence system, Akash weapon system, Rafale fighter aircraft,
S-400 missile system and
progressive replacement of
the legacy air defence systems within the inventory.
He reiterated that India
will be able to use its
budgetary allocations in a

better way if it develops its
systems indigenously.
Talking about cyber
warfare, Rawat said the
pervasiveness of information and pace of technological change is transforming the very character
of warfare and providing
innovative ways to execute
new forms of warfare,
especially in the non-contact domain.
Two days ago at a seminar in Delhi, Rawat had
talked about the prevailing
situation in Afghanistan.
He had said that everything that has happened in
Afghanistan was anticipated and only the timeline
had changed.
Rawat had said that
from the Indian perspective, "we were anticipating
that Taliban will take over
Afghanistan".
"We were concerned
about how the terrorist
activities from Afghanistan
could spill over to India...
Our contingency planning
has been ongoing and we
are prepared for that. The
timeline has certainly surprised us," Rawat had said.

Calcutta University waives tution
fees in view of Covid
Team Absolute|Kolkata
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n a major decision, the Calcutta
University has waived tuition fees
for the next semester in view of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The announcement was made via
a notification issued by the university, making it the first educational
institute in the state to waive tuition
fees of the students. Other universities are expected to follow suit.
For the last few days, demand was
growing for a fee waiver, as many
people have lost their jobs during
the pandemic, while several students are not in a position to meet
the financial requirements of the
educational institutions.
Due to Covid-19, all schools/colleges have stopped offline classes for
over a year now. While online classes are on, one doesn't need to travel
to the educational institutions.
Therefore, multiple student bodies

and a section of parents have been
repeatedly demanding a fee waiver.
Much to their relief, the Calcutta
University issued a notification on
Thursday wherein it not only waived
all tuition fees for the next semester,
but also said that the arrears of the
previous semester have also been
waived.
CU Vice Chancellor Sonali
Chakraborty Banerjee said, "Many

families have lost their income due
to overcrowding. Many students
have lost their parents. We have
waived all the fees keeping in mind
all of them." The decision has been
taken keeping in mind the Covid situation, the notification said.
According to sources in the university, the move will benefit nearly
13,000 students studying in undergraduate and post-graduate streams.

Amitabh Thakur arrested for conspiring MINOR GIRL GANG
RAPED IN KARNATAKA
to save rape-accused BSP MP
Belagavi|Agencies

Team Absolute|Lucknow

announced that he is floating his own
political party.
Thakur also said that he would contest the Assembly elections against
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath from
Gorakhpur.
The complainant and her companion had set themselves on fire outside
the Supreme Court on August 16, after
levelling serious allegations against
the police and other authorities,
including Thakur, SSP Amit Pathak
and a judge, of conspiring against her.
The woman had lodged a rape case
against Atul Rai on May 1, 2019 with
the Lanka police station.
Rai, who had filed nomination as
the BSP candidate from the Ghosi
parliamentary seat, won the elections
as an absconder and later surrendered before the court on June 22,
2019. He has been in jail since then.

R

etired IPS officer Amitabh
Thakur has been arrested
by the Lucknow police on
the basis of an SIT report which
found him prima facie guilty of
conspiring to save BSP MP Atul
Rai, who is an accused in a rape
case. The alleged rape victim had
died earlier this week, days after
she attempted self-immolation
outside the Supreme Court in the
national capital. Her companion,
who had also immolated himself,
also died.
Thakur tried to resist his arrest,
but the cops bundled him into a
police jeep and took him to the
Hazratganj police station.
Hours before his arrest on
Friday, the retired IPS officer had

Karnataka to administer 5 lakh Covid
vax doses daily from Sep 1: Bommai
Bengaluru|Agencies

K

arnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai
announced on Friday

Patna: A man miraculously escaped after falling under a
superfast train as he rushed to board it at Bihar's Buxar railway station on Friday, officials said.
The passenger, named Ram Kumar, was travelling to his
home district Samastipur on the Ahmedabad-Barauni
Superfast Express, and had stepped down when it stopped
at Buxar to get something to eat.
As the train only had a two minute stoppage there, it
started to move before he had At this, Ram Kumar ran
towards the train, but failed to get a grip on the coach handle and fell under it. However, he managed to huddle down
until the train crossed over him.
Shocked eyewitnesses were relieved after they saw he
was alive. He was pulled up from the tracks and given preliminary treatment.

able in this group of crops," he said.
He noted that the BRICS
Agricultural Research Platform
(BARP) has been created to promote
cooperation in agricultural research
and innovations and its implementation started on Friday. The BARP will
promote cooperation in the areas of
agricultural research, extension, technology transfer, training, and capacity
building.The documents for the Joint
declaration of BRICS Agriculture
Ministers were discussed in depth in
the meetings of BRICS Agricultural
Experts and BRICS Working Group
on Agriculture at the senior officers'
level, the release said.
The Action Plan of 2021-24 for
Agricultural Cooperation of BRICS
Countries, provides for enhanced
cooperation in the field of agriculture
amongst them and focuses on the
themes of food security, welfare of
farmers, conservation of agro-biodiversity, resilience of food and agricultural production systems, promotion
of digital agricultural solutions etc,
which are integral to the sustainable
development of agriculture, the
release added.

INDIA CAN'T BE IMPORT-DEPENDENT
TO WIN FUTURE WARS: BIPIN RAWAT

that the government would
ensure 5 lakh Covid-19 vaccinations in the state from
September 1."Union Health
Minister Mansukh L.
Mandaviya has assured us of
providing 5 lakh doses of
Covid vaccines every day. We
should be able to do it to
achieve 100 per cent vaccina-

tion in the state at the earliest," he said.He said that he
had met Mandaviya during
his New Delhi visit, told him
about their goal of administering 5 lakh vaccinations everyday from
September 1, and
he assured all
help.
"We are making
necessary
arrangements to
reach the target of
5 lakh vaccinations every day. 5
lakh vaccination
target was
achieved two days
ago in the state,"
Bommai added.He also said
that Union Textiles Minister
Piyush Goel has agreed to the
establishment of a mega textile park in Karnataka. "He
has asked me to come with a
proposal. It will create
employment on a large scale,
especially for women," he
said.

A

s Karnataka
still continues
to be in shock
over the Mysuru
gang rape, another
incident of gang rape
of a minor came to
light on Friday. The
father of the victim has
lodged a complaint in this
connection with
Ghataprabha police station
in Belagavi district.
According to police the incident took place 20 days ago
and the parents had not
approached the police fearing social stigma. The 15year-old girl was raped by
four persons when she had
gone to her farmland alone.

She belonged to
a poor family
and her parents
feared that if they
complained it
would harm the
future of the girl,
the police said.
However, the
parents fearing
the same kind of assault on
others by the rapists, have
now approached the police
and lodged a complaint. The
police have registered a case
under Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO) and are investigating the crime. The details of
the accused persons have
been collected from the victim and they will be arrested
soon, the police said.

New Patna airport not being
shifted to Chapra, says Bihar govt
Team Absolute|Patna

T

he Bihar government
on Friday clarified that
the upcoming new
Patna airport will be constructed in Bihta and there
is no plan to shift it to
Chapra in Saran district.
Water Resources
Development Minister
Sanjay Jha said that the
state government has handed over the required 4,905
acre land to Airport
Authority of India (AAI).
"Now, it is up to the AAI to
start construction in Bihta,"
he said.
"The AAI demanded the
said land for the construction of runway, parallel taxiway, Doppler high frequency omni range, isolation bay
and glide path. We have
allocated the land to the
AAI," he said.
Civil Aviation Minister

Jyotiraditya Scindia had
written to Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar for the expansion and construction of
airports in the state. Soon
after this letter, a report was
published about Bihta airport being shifted to

Chapra.
Besides Bihta, the Bihar
government has also earmarked 50 acres for Purnea
airport, 121 acres for the
expansion of Raxaul airport
and 75 acres for
Muzaffarpur airport. It is

also providing 78 acres for
the expansion of
Darbhanga airport, where
the AAI will construct a new
civil enclave terminal building, cargo, multi level parking and fire station.
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Madhya
Pradesh
Tops
in
getting
recognition
CM TO INTERACT WITH PM AWAS YOJANA
of water testing laboratories

(URBAN) BENEFICIARIES FROM KHANDWA
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will distribute Rs
627 crore to 79 thousand 39
beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) in Khandwa at
1 pm on August 28 and will interact
with them. Chouhan will perform
bhoomi-pujan for the construction
of houses for 50 thousand 253 beneficiaries. One lakh 29 thousand 292
beneficiaries of 363 bodies will be
benefited through this programme.
Urban Development and Housing
Minister Bhupendra Singh will virtually join the programme.
Chief Minister Chouhan's speech
and interaction will be broadcast
live for common citizens on various
social media such as Facebook,
Twitter, WhatsApp and mobile
through webcast link. This programme will also be telecast on
Doordarshan and other regional
channels. All ministers, MPs, MLAs
and other public representatives
have also been invited to the pro-

Madhya Pradesh ranks first among the
states to get the accreditation certificate
from the National Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL)
for water testing laboratories.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

T
gramme. All urban bodies will also
virtually join the programme.
Urban Development and
Housing Minister Bhupendra Singh
has informed that Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) was launched
in the year 2015 by the Prime
Minister with the objective of pro-

viding concrete houses to every citizen of the country. Under various
components of the scheme, 8 lakh
37 thousand houses have been
approved in the state. Out of these,
the houses of 3 lakh 33 thousand
beneficiaries have been completed.
The construction of the remaining

houses is also in progress. Several
innovations have been made for
effective implementation of the
scheme in Madhya Pradesh. Pattas
of residential land has also been
provided to landless families.

he Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India directs that
all states should obtain NABL certification for their water testing laboratories at regular intervals from the Board of
Accreditation in order to maintain the
credibility of the high quality of this
service.
State and district level 51 laboratories
of Public Health Engineering
Department have been granted recognition certificates by the Accreditation
Board (NABL). Among the states that
have received recognition of various
water testing laboratories in the country,
Madhya Pradesh is on the top and
Maharashtra state is second in getting
the recognition certificates of 30 labora-

tories.
The quality of water being supplied to
the common citizen is tested from time
to time. For this, one state level and 55
district level (in which upgraded Khurai,
Mauganj, Sardarpur and Parasia) laboratories are run by the PHE department in
the state. Apart from this, 100 subdivision level laboratories are also operating.
In order to ensure the quality of drinking water, applications are made by various states for certification of their water
testing laboratories with prescribed criteria and fees. Madhya Pradesh has the
highest number of 51 laboratories in the
accreditation certificates issued by the
National Accreditation Board for Testing
and Calibration Laboratory (NABL) to
182 water testing laboratories in 25 states
so far.

Chief Minister Chouhan DGCA suspended pilot's licence who
Sapled a Peepal plant crashed plane carrying life saving drug
Team Absolute |Bhopal
hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan Sapled
a Peepal Plant in Smart
City Park. Chief Minister
Chouhan plants saplings
every day in fulfillment of his
resolution.
Peepal is a shade tree. It
purifies the environment. It
also has religious and
Ayurvedic significance.
Seeing the positive energy of
this tree, the sages they meditated sitting under the Peepal
tree and acquired knowledge.
According to natural science, the Peepal tree releases
oxygen day and night which
is important for our environment. Apart from this, Peepal
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tree is also called Akshay tree
because this tree is never
without leaves. Leaves keep
falling and new ones keep

FIRST BIG 'KBC 13' WINNER IS MP VILLAGE'S
FIRST WOMAN POLICE SUB-INSPECTOR
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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imisha Ahirwar, who
was on the hotseat on
'Kaun Banega
Crorepati 13', managed to
win Rs 3.20 lakh. She is the
first woman sub-inspector
from her village Jatara, in
Tikamgarh in Madhya
Pradesh.
"I feel like being at the top
of the sky," said Nimisha, she
goes on: "The biggest thing
that happened here is I got a
chance to meet megastar
Amitabh Bachchan.
Moreover, the love and support I got after coming here is
just amazing. People started
knowing me now and they
are trying to reach me though
my social media account and
over phone. I am so thankful
to everyone."
She started her career by
solving crimes against
women such as domestic violence, murders, thefts and
assaults. She is now working
with the cybercrime department.

Team Absolute |Bhopal
viation safety regulator has suspended the flying licence of a
senior pilot of Madhya Pradesh
government for a period of one year
for the crash landing of an aircraft at
Gwalior airport in May this year.
The plane was bringing supplies of
Remdesivir, an antiviral drug, from
Gujarat to Gwalior via Indore in the
state-owned plane B-200GT VT MPQ
when it crash landed around 9 pm on
May 6 at the Gwalior airport, which
has an Air Force base.
The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), which carried out a
probe into the incident, has suspended the flying licence of the plane's
pilot, Captain Sayyed Majid Akhtar
(56), for a year, as per a letter issued
last week.
The incident had resulted in major

coming. Due to this quality of
Peepal tree, it has been
described as a symbol of lifedeath cycle.

damage to the cockpit front, propeller
blades, propeller hub and wheels of
the newly-bought plane. The aircraft
had skidded and overturned on one

Agriculture, Horticulture will
be taught in the universities
Team Absolute |Bhopal
ajor changes are being made in the teaching
of the universities of Madhya Pradesh. A
new beginning is being made with the new
national education policy, now subjects like agriculture, horticulture will also be taught in universities.
While employment oriented courses have been
sanctioned in colleges. State Higher Education
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav said that a new beginning
is being made in the state with the national education policy. With the commencement of faculties like
agriculture and horticulture in the traditional universities in the state, a new dimension is being added in
higher education. Basic courses like AgricultureHorticulture, Forestry will be taught as a subject in
these universities. Through this the knowledge of the
subject will be increased in the students and students from rural background will also be attracted
towards this.
Yadav informed that after long efforts, agricultural
faculties are being started in traditional universities.
So far, studies related to agriculture and horticulture
have been conducted only in agricultural colleges
and agricultural universities started at the level of
state government.
Minister Yadav said that Vikram University, Ujjain
is starting courses of BSc (Hons) Agriculture, BMC
(Hons) Horticulture, BSc (Hons) Forestry, MSc
Agriculture, MSc Horticulture and MSc Forestry

M

With her knowledge and
skills, she made it to the hot
seat by winning the Triple
Test. "I never had enough
time to prepare for these general knowledge questions but
still I tried my best and
utilised free time in reading
and watching videos on my
mobile to gain information,"
she added. Nimisha wants to
save the winning amount for
her future generation. "I am
not going to spend this
amount anywhere and will
give this to my grandchildren," she concluded.

under the Faculty of Agriculture from this year.
Ordinances related to this have been passed by the
Coordinating Committee under the chairmanship of
Governor Mangubhai Patel. These provisions will be
applied equally in all traditional universities.
Minister Dr. Yadav said that now traditional universities can start courses related to agriculture and
horticulture here. Courses related to agriculture are
also being started in Barkatullah University and Rani
Durgavati University. The Higher Education Minister
said that 459 employment-oriented diploma and
certificate courses have been sanctioned in 117 government colleges of the state. Additional certificate
and diploma courses in different subjects are being
started for the purpose of providing employment oriented education to the students.

side. Mr Akhtar, his co-pilot Shiv
Jaiswal and another officer were
injured in the incident.
The DGCA had issued a show-

cause notice to Akhtar on 1 July, but
the explanation given by him was
found to be "not satisfactory", the letter said.
The accident had occurred due to a
manual error and the DGCA noted
that his actions not only jeopardized
the safety of the aircraft, but were also
in violation of the Aircraft Rules.
The Madhya Pradesh government
had bought the aircraft, a sevenseater Beechcraft King Air B-200GT
VT MPQ, from American company
'Textron Aviation' for more than ? 65
crore last year only, sources in the
state aviation department said.
Following the crash, the plane was
reduced to scrap. It has been kept at
the Gwalior airbase for over three
months now, allegedly due to lack of
maintenance and repair, as it was not
insured at the time of the incident,
they added.

MP should maintain top position in
tiger conservation: Chief Minister
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that the activities conducted in the state for
the conservation of forests and wildlife
are also favourable for the local residents. Along with tiger conservation,
continuous efforts should be made to
control forest crimes by continuing
similar systematic operation of
Cheetah Reintroduction Project and
related activities. The 13 accused of
the international wildlife smuggling
gang have been punished with rigorous imprisonment for seven years and
fine by the Special Court Sagar. Chief
Minister congratulated the Forest
Minister and officers of the Forest
Department for this.
Chouhan was addressing the 21st
meeting of Madhya Pradesh State
Wildlife Board at the Chief Minister's
residence.
Tell the local residents the benefits
of the Cheetah Reintroduction Project
Chief Minister Chouhan also
described as commendable the activities like development of facilities for
tourists in three tiger reserves Panna,
Satna and Bandhavgarh in the state,
awareness campaign under Cheetah

Reintroduction Project in Sheopur district and cycle tour under 'Buffer Mein
Safar' programme. Chouhan said that
the benefits of the project should be
told to the local people in the Cheetah
Reintroduction Project area by conducting a campaign. The Forest
Department should give information
about how employment opportunities
will be developed for the local forest
dwellers and other residents. The
Forest Minister informed about the
proposed guide training session in the
context of the Cheetah project. Various
activities will be conducted during the
week starting from 1st of November,
the state's foundation day. One day
the cheetah will be associated to conservation.

"Cenotaphs of Rajasthan" Online
Exhibition series-63 at IGRMS

Indira Gandhi worshipped like Goddess in Khargone's village

Team Absolute |Bhopal
nder the sixty three series of its online
exhibition by Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya, presented the
Cenotaphs of Rajasthan situated in the Desert
Village Open Air Exhibition of Manav
Sangrahalaya has been presented online with
its basic information and photographs and
videos.
About this exhibition, Dr. Praveen Kumar
Mishra, Director, IGRMS said that - The tradition of making cenotaphs/chhatri has been
strictly followed among the Rajputs residing
in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. According to historical evidence, the process of making cenotaphs started around the 6th century. The
purpose of the construction of such structures
was to preserve the memory of the dead and
to give immortality to their memories. These
cenotaphs carry out the tradition of giving life
to the memories of the deceased to the future
generations, giving proof of their attachment
to the dead souls and the devotion and loyalty
of the children. These ornamented cenotaphs
are a symbol of prosperity. These are priceless. It provides relaxation, fresh air and coolness to the people during the summer time.
About the Cenotaphs of Rajasthan Dr. Ashok

ormer Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi is 'no less' than a
Goddess for a tribal community in Madhya Pradesh as they
believe only God can do what she
had done for them during her
regime.
The tribals have built a temple to
the former Prime Minister at Padliya
village in Khargone district's Jhirniya
area.
The tribal dominated area has a
life-size statue of Indira Gandhi and
the premises have been transformed
into a temple. The walls of the temple are painted in the Tricolor.
The statue, brought from Jaipur,
was installed by the then Congress
MLA, Chida Bhai Dawar and a temple was built on 14 April 1987, as per
the "wishes" of the villagers and the
people of the tribal community.
Kedar Dawar, son of Chida Bhai
Dawar, is currently an independent
MLA from Bhagwanpura assembly
constituency of Khargone district.
Kedar Dawar said, "Tribals had

Sandeep Pauranik|Khargone
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Kumar Sharma, Assistant Keeper told that The material for the construction of this cenotaph was transported from Jaisalmer on Truck
and brought here along with the accomplished artists. These artists carved different
parts of the cenotaphs here and started the
construction work. It has been constructed on
top of a rectangular platform at a height of five
feet from the ground. The octagonal domeshaped Kalash is situated on eight circular
carved pillars. In the central part of the dome
the shape of a lotus has been carved which
connects the Kalash and its eight parts with
each other. This is part of the top. The inner
part of the dome is carved and the outer part
is circular. It is an example of the architectural
prowess and beauty of the Rajputs, which resonates its grandeur and importance in the
future generations.

Goddess-like faith in Indira Gandhi,
which still persists, as she initiated
several schemes, aimed to change
their lives. This is the reason why
people adore her as a Goddess, not
as a politician.""There is a tradition

in the tribal community that when a
woman dies an untimely death, she
is also given the status of 'Sati' and
the same thing happened with the
former Prime Minister, so the tribals
gave her the status of Sati and a stat-

ue was installed," he explained.
As per the locals, whenever there
is any religious or social event, people go for worshipping at the temple.
Even newly wedded couples on
their arrival to the village after the
marriage visit the temple.
Tribal leader Gulzar Singh
Markam says that Indira Gandhi is
remembered a lot in the present era
as she implemented many schemes
for the welfare of tribals, while keeping inflation under control.
Today, problems as well as inflation are mounting. Life is becoming
difficult for the tribals. In fact, it now
seems that Indira Gandhi was not a
politician but a Goddess.
Former state president of the
Congress and former Union
Minister Arun Yadav says that Indira
Gandhi implemented schemes for
the welfare of every section and
brought prosperity in the lives of
tribals, that is why even today Indira
Gandhi is popular among the people; and for tribals, she is like a
Goddess.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Will Taliban
succeed?

T

he Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) has its
roots in Taliban and the Haqqani Network.
The IS-K is said to have taken responsibility
for the devastating bombings at the Kabul airport
on Thursday which killed at least 90 people,
including 13 US service members. The Taliban's
new self-proclaimed chief of security in Kabul,
Khalil Haqqani of the Haqqani Network with
close ties to Pakistan's ISI, was designated a terrorist by the US government 10 years ago and is subject to a $5 million reward for information leading
to his capture. The Taliban itself was never designated by the US government as a terrorist organisation, but the Haqqani Network, which has close
ties to Al Qaeda and Pakistani intelligence, has
long held that distinction. Now, it is seem to be
against Taliban. Earlier, Northern alliance of
Afghanistan challenged Taliban. But, in a major
development on Thursday itself, the Taliban and
the Northern Alliance have agreed not to attack
each other.The two sides have agreed to cease
attacks against each other. A peace agreement will
be announced during a press conference by the
Taliban and Northern Alliance leaders. The most
significant pocket of resistance against the Taliban,
among numerous others, following their takeover
of Afghanistan, is in Panjshir Valley. Comprising
anti-Taliban militia fighters and former Afghan
security forces, they vowed to resist as the Taliban
send fighters to surround the area. Both sides have
said they want to resolve the standoff through talks
in the past. Panjshir is a narrow valley deep in the
Hindu Kush mountains, with its southern tip
around 80 km north of the capital Kabul. The valley has limited entry points and its geography offers
a natural military advantage, defending units can
use high positions to effectively target attacking
forces. After the blasts USA vowed to hunt and
punish the culprits and it has to done in
Afghanistan. So, Taliban has different fronts to face.

absolute edit

Exit of US from Afghanistan and the impact on small states
It took 20 years for the entire world to witness the US exit from Afghanistan. Shocking pictures of Afghan civilians clinging onto a
US C17 military aircraft appeared in the media. Some of them shockingly perished in midair at the Kabul airport.
Taliban occupation, making China's western frontier of Xinjiang
open for multiple security threats. A month ago, Taliban leaders
assured China that they will not allow anyone to use Afghan soil
against China and support China to maintain security in their
border areas in the Wakhan corridor. However, China's BRI still
remains vulnerable when the US leaves Afghanistan, a geographical pivot state wedged between Central and South Asian regions.
The calculated exit of the unending war in Afghanistan is a strategy that was in the making for many years in Washington.
It was wholly executed by Biden. The danger for the US exit is
not the Taliban's hold, but their tentacles and extremist agenda
will expand through its proxies to multiple geographies in the
region, threatening the regional security balance.

Asanga Abeyagoonasekera
W. Apple Jr. wrote back in 2001 that "like an unwelcome
specter from an unhappy past, the ominous word 'quagmire' has begun to haunt conversations among government officials and students of foreign policy, both here and
abroad. Could Afghanistan become another Vietnam?" It took 20
years for the entire world to witness the US exit from
Afghanistan. Shocking pictures of Afghan civilians clinging onto
a US C17 military aircraft appeared in the media. Some of them
shockingly perished in midair at the Kabul airport. The US had to
live another Saigon moment. Pictures of US withdrawal in Saigon
circulated in the media -- the famous image of a man with a
white shirt reaching down to grab a person at the top of a staircase to board the helicopter. On the afternoon of April 29, 1975,
CIA officer Oren Bartholomew Harnage was assisting the fleeing
refugees and this was in 22 Gia Long Street and not the US
Embassy, photographed by Dutch journalist Van Es.
Back then, President Nixon's exit from Vietnam had 130,000
South Vietnamese evacuated to the US bases in Guam and the
Philippines. Then the evacuees were resettled in the US.
Just like refugees who fled Communist rule, today, the same
obligation to protect Afghan refugees fleeing the Taliban clutches
has fallen on the United States. According to ORF scholar Harsh
Pant, 'the hard-won rights for women and minorities and democracy have already been sacrificed at the altar, reaching a modus
vivendi with the Taliban'. The US withdrawal was depicted as a

R.

humiliation and a loss, falling short of not capturing the accurate
strategic dimensions and how the exit would impact India and
the regional security of South Asia, especially to smaller South
Asian neighbours like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the Maldives.

Taliban and China
The US has faced multiple exits and several cycles of proxy
wars since the end of the cold war when the hammer and the
sickle flag fell in Kremlin. US exit from Afghanistan was a decision taken by the previous Trump administration, taken forward
by President Biden. The withdrawal strategy leaves China, the
emerging Asia power, with more responsibility to balance the

Taliban and smaller South Asian nations
here is a clear and present danger for India from Taliban. India which focused on its security concerns in the recent past towards
north (China) and West (Pakistan) would need a broader spectrum of focus towards the South (Sri Lanka and the Maldives) and
east (Bangladesh). Taliban's proxies in Bangladesh - Jund al-Tawheed Khalifa, Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HuJI-B), AQIS, and
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) will have a new lease of life with the Taliban grip in Afghanistan. The Maldives, with its highest per capita contribution to foreign terrorist fighters, will be another nation that will be vulnerable and radicalised extremist in the
country who has contact will see an opportunity with the Taliban's emergence to power. In Sri Lanka, the burqa ban, madrasa regulation, and force cremation of Muslims are clear optics towards further radicalisation, which the Taliban will exploit. Jihadist movements such as National Tohweed Jamath (NTJ) with contacts with South Indian cells, will find their energy back with Taliban return.
Smaller South Asian nations with weak security structures will be fertile grounds for the Taliban to push the extremist agenda and suppress the secular movements. Sri Lanka, which faced the most significant terror attack in April 2019, is vulnerable to future security
threats with the weak political environment. Pakistan will be a breeding ground due to its support towards Taliban insurgents to
spread their activity. Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan views the Taliban capture as a moment of freedom, saying, 'Afghanistan has
broken the shackles of slavery. The Taliban's grip and expanse will directly threaten India and many other smaller South Asian
nations. Anti-India groups such as LeT and JeM have already found sanctuary in Afghanistan due to the Taliban and ISI. The reTalibanisation of Afghanistan will have severe consequences to Indian national security. The radical Islamic elements will flow across
borders easily due to a lack of infrastructure to counter the threat within the region. The multi jurisdictional structures for intelligence
sharing and counter-terrorism within South Asia are underfunded and underdeveloped. The Sri Lankan Easter Sunday attacks proves
this very argument. Taliban 2.0 and the Indo Pacific Greater Pakistan-China and Sri Lanka-China collaboration and Chinese projects
such as CPEC of Hambantota/Port City are development projects to accelerate economic growth. In reality, the security challenges
from the Taliban can have a destabilising effect on these projects and cause severe delays. China's inroads n South Asia are well-established in pro-China centric nations within the BRI.
Many of these nations did not view the U.S. presence in the region as a positive trend, depicting it as a potential threat to national
security projects from miscalculated policy decisions. The U.S. withdrawal is a direct message to the regional powers to look after
their own regional security concerns than depending on Washington. The Western allies will draw another strategy in Taliban 2.0,
perhaps more towards Indo-Pacific. Thus filling the gap after the withdrawal of the United States will be a challenging task for India,
China and Russia. Maintaining the regional security of Central Asia and South Asia is going to be highly contested. China is far from
filling the gap and perhaps will not focus on wider security concerns. Russia is monitoring the situation, leaving the burden to India
that will face a clear, direct security threat from all directions including smaller south Asian nations.
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The failure of non-military instruments of power
Robert M Gates, in his book 'Exercise of Power', admits that "it
is probably true that Brent Scowcroft and I as National Security
Advisor and deputy should have at least devoted some time to
focus on how the US and others might help Afghanistan after a
decade of war... we certainly sent the wrong signal when we
closed our embassy after the Soviets left. After helping the
Afghans defeat the Soviets, we presumably had the foundation of
at least some goodwill". The lost opportunity in 1989 was due to
the US focus on Eastern Europe than Afghanistan. With the
absence of the US between 1996 and 2001, Osama Bin Laden
established camps in Afghanistan that trained an estimated ten
thousand terrorist fighters. Afghanistan became a state sponsor
of terror, and a state sponsored by terror writes President George
W. Bush in his memoir Decision Point. Twenty-six days after the
9/11 attack, US military began its airstrikes in Afghanistan.
Taliban and al-Qaeda were ousted from Afghanistan by early
2002, with 27 American lives lost and $20 billion spent. After 20
years, the nation building cost was nearly $2 trillion. Gates
observed, "We and Afghans would have been better served had
our military departed in 2002 and had we thereafter relieved on
our non-military instruments of national power and patience",
believing that lasting change would come within a more realistic
projection. George Town Scholar Christine C Fair rightly
assessed that "After clearing Afghanistan of Al Qaeda, which happened in 2004, the United States should have withdrawn. When
the United States decided to declare war on the Taliban and
enter into a highly ill-devised state-building fiasco, it should have
realised that this would be a disaster absent any policy to stop
Pakistan from supporting the Taliban". According to Sarah
Chaves, while Pakistan was a key factor for the Taliban tentacles
to grow in Afghanistan, the Afghan government's corruption is
another apparent factor.
(Asanga Abeyagoonasekera is a geopolitical analyst and
author of 'Conundrum of an Island [2021]'. The views
expressed are personal)
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KABUL AIRPORT GATES CLOSED AFTER 7 US Capitol police officers
DEADLY BOMBINGS, CROWDS CLEARED sue Trump over Jan 6 riot
UK to continue Afghan evacuation

Kabul|Agencies

ll the gates of the Kabul airport were closed on Friday
following the deadly twin
bombings a day earlier that killed
90 people, including 13 US personnel, and the crowds outside
have been cleared, a witness
said. "I drove a group of people
to the airport early morning. We
failed to reach the airport as
Taliban soldiers did not allow
vehicles to approach the airport,
I drove them back to their
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home," a cab driver Mohammad
Quraishi told Xinhua news
agency.
On Thursday evening, a suicide bombing rocked a gate of
the airport where a crashing
crowd was waiting for evacuation
flights, and later another explosion hit the nearby Baron Camp,
a former coalition base. The
ensuing gunfight lasted for
hours, according to reports.
"The coalition forces and a
group of Afghan security forces

PAK, INDIA SHOULD SIT
TOGETHER TO RESOLVE
OUTSTANDING ISSUES: TALIBAN
New Delhi: In his first comments on Kashmir, Taliban
spokesman
Zabiullah
Mujahid has said
that Pakistan and
India should sit
together to
resolve all their
outstanding
issues because
both are neighbours and their interests are linked to each other.
Mujahid made the remarks during a wide-ranging
interview with Pakistani TV channel ARY News.
On Jammu and Kashmir, Zabihullah said New Delhi
needs to have a "positive attitude towards the disputed
territory", ARY News reported.
About ties with countries, particularly India, Mujahid
said the Taliban desires good ties with all nations, including India that is an important part of the region.
"Our desire is that India devise its policy as per the
interests of Afghan people," he added. He stated in clear
terms that the Taliban won't allow Afghan soil to be used
against any other country.

London: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Thursday
that Britain will continue
its evacuation operation at
the Kabul airport despite
twin bombings there that
reportedly have killed at
least 60 people. "I want to
stress that this threat of a
terrorist attack is one of
the constraints that we've
been operating under in
Operation Pitting, in the
big extraction that's been
going on, and we've been
ready for it; we've been
prepared for it," Johnson told the reporters after an emergency
meeting, Xinhua reported.
"And I want to stress that we're going to continue with that operation -- and we're now coming towards the end of it, to the very end
of it, in any event," he said.
Dozens of evacuation flights were conducted during Thursday
night and early Friday. Nearly 6,000 US troops have been deployed
at the Kabul airport to secure the airlifting operation since the
Taliban's takeover of the city on August 15.
who remained in the airport after
Taliban took over shut all gates,
including the main gate, and no
crowd was seen as I saw from
long distance," Quraishi said.

Besides the victims, over 150
people were also injured in the
deadly attacks, for which the
extremist Islamic State (IS) group
claimed responsibility.

Washington |Agencies

even US Capitol police officers
have filed a civil rights lawsuit
against former President
Donald Trump and his ally Roger
Stone, as well as a number of members of right-wing extremist groups
over the deadly January 6 riot.
Filed in a Washington, D.C. federal court on Thursday, the officers
accused Trump of acting in concert
with right-wing extremist groups
like the Proud Boys and Oath
Keepers engaged in acts of domestic terrorism during the riot, Xinhua
news agency reported.
They alleged that Trump and the
other defendants violated both
state law and provisions of the Ku
Klux Klan Act, an 1871 federal
statute that makes it illegal to use
force or threats to prevent federal
officers from carrying out their official duties.
The plaintiffs, five of whom are
African-Americans, claimed that
the defendants' move was fuelled
by their promotion of white
supremacist-laden conspiracy theories and lies about the election
being swayed by widespread voter

S

fraud, particularly in areas with significant Black populations.
"The January 6 insurrection was
a blatant attempt to stifle the votes
and voices of millions of
Americans, particularly Black voters," said Damon Hewitt, president
of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, which is representing the officers.
The complaint is thought to be

the first to accuse Trump of conspiring with far-right groups to use
"force, intimidation and threats" to
block Congress from certifying Joe
Biden's presidential election.
The lawsuit came amid an ongoing investigation led by a House
select committee into the riot, during which a mob of Trump's supporters breached the Capitol
Complex.

Canada's airlift
Global Covid-19
caseload tops 214.5 mn mission from Kabul ends
T
T
Ottawa |Agencies

Washington |Agencies

he global coronavirus caseload has
topped 214.5 million, while the deaths
have surged to more than 4.47 million and
vaccinations soared to over 5.07 billion, according to the Johns Hopkins University.
In its latest update on Friday morning, the
University's Center for Systems Science and
Engineering (CSSE) revealed that the current
global caseload, death toll and vaccination tally
stood at 214,521,191, 4,472,870 and
5,079,847,363, respectively.
The US continues to be the worst-hit country
with the world's highest number of cases and
deaths at 38,374,252 and 633,479, respectively,
according to the CSSE. In terms of infections,
India follows in the second place with
32,558,530 cases.
The other worst countries with over 3 million
cases are Brazil (20,676,561), France
(6,777,676), Russia (6,728,699), the UK
(6,659,904), Turkey (6,293,267), Argentina
(5,161,926), Colombia (4,899,085), Spain

(4,822,320), Iran (4,833,135), Italy (4,509,611),
Indonesia (4,043,736), Germany (3,914,069)
and Mexico (3,271,128), the CSSE figures
showed. In terms of deaths, Brazil comes second with 577,565 fatalities.
Nations with a death toll of over 100,000 are
India (436,365), Mexico (255,452), Peru
(198,031), Russia (176,127), the UK (132,465),
Italy (128,957), Indonesia (130,182), Colombia
(124,567), France (114,269), Argentina
(111,117) and Iran (104,716).

he Canadian mission
in Afghanistan has
ended and most military personnel have left the
war-torn nation, Acting
Chief of Defense Staff
Wayne Eyre said.
In a statement on
Thursday, Eyre said a small
contingent has stayed
behind to support allies,
adding that Canada has
helped evacuate more than
3,700 people from Kabul,
reports Xinhua news
agency. Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau had
announced on Tuesday that
Canada will keep its military
personnel in Afghanistan
despite US President Joe
Biden's commitment for an

August 31 American military
deadline in the country.
The country will continue
to put pressure on Taliban
to allow people to leave
Afghanistan, Trudeau said.
Trudeau's remarks came
after the Tuesday virtual
summit of G7 leaders who

met to discuss whether an
extension of the American
military commitment to
Afghanistan is needed for
evacuating all foreign
nationals and vulnerable
Afghans who helped the
Americans and the NATO
allies.
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'THIRD WAVE' MAY BE A TSUNAMI
OF 60 LAKH CASES, WARNS GOVT
 With the possibility
of India hurtling
towards a Covid-19
"third wave", the
Maharashtra government on Friday cautioned that the state
could witness around
60 lakh cases in such
a situation.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

H

ealth Minister Rajesh Tope
said that while around 20 lakh
were affected in the first wave
followed by 40 lakh in the second, the
dreaded next wave may lead to over
60 lakh cases.
"Of these, nearly 12 per cent would
require oxygen support during treatment... We are trying to achieve 100
percent vaccination as soon as possible," he said.
Contending that the third wave has
already started in the US, the UK,
Russia, and other countries, he called
upon people to take extreme precautions during the upcoming festivals
like Janmashtami, Ganeshotsav,
Navratri and Diwali to avoid a surge
in the cases.
Tope has discussed the issue with
his Kerala counterpart Veena George,
whose state recorded 31,000 new
cases on Thursday with the Onam

celebrations considered the prime
reason, but the authorities have
stepped up testing.
He revealed that to tackle the
upcoming health crisis, the
Maharashtra government is in the
process of recruiting more doctors,
nurses and other medical-paramedical staffers besides enhancing health
care capacities including for juveniles.
"By September end, we plan to recruit
7,000 medical staff including 1,200
doctors. We are enhancing the production of liquid medical oxygen,

Valuables Worth Lakhs Stolen From Goa-Mumbai
Express Train In Maharashtra

ALIBAUG | Agencies

T

he police in Roha of
Maharashtra's Raigad
district have registered
three cases of theft that took
place on board an express
train heading to Mumbai
from Goa, an official said on
Friday.While three passengers were robbed on
Matsyagandha Express on
July 1, the offences in this
regard were registered on
Thursday, the official said.
The Roha police registered

BANGLADESH PLANE
MAKES EMERGENCY
LANDING IN NAGPUR
Nagpur: A Biman
Bangladesh plane
going from Muscat to
Dhaka made an emergency landing at
Nagpur on Friday after
the pilot suffered a
heart attack, an airport
official said. The
Boeing aircraft with
126 passengers on
board landed at 11.40
am, the official said.
The pilot was admitted
to a local hospital, he
added.
The plane was near
Raipur when it contacted Kolkata ATC for
an emergency landing
and was advised to
land at the nearest airport Nagpur.

the offences under relevant
section of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) against unknown
persons, he said.
According to the police, a
woman passenger was
robbed of cash and valuables
worth ? 1.94 lakh, while in
the second instance,
unknown persons stole cash,
a mobile phone and gold
ornaments worth over ? 3
lakh from a woman, and
another woman lost valuables worth ? 32,000 to
thieves.

increasing the number of beds in
Covid hospitals, and getting 1,000
new ambulances," Tope
said.Additionally, the government has
approved an increment of Rs 1,500 in
the salaries of 71,000 ASHA workers
for which an an amount of Rs 275
crore will be included in the budget.
Health Department officials said that
at least nine of the worst-hit districts
in the two previous waves "are being
monitored very closely" to ensure that
infections and fatalities can be controlled, besides taking measure to

POWERLOOM LABOURER
ELECTROCUTED IN
BHIWANDI

Thane: A 42-year-old
powerloom worker died due
to electrocution while working in a factory in Bhiwandi
town of Thane district,
police said on Friday. The
incident took place on
Thursday and the deceased
was identified as Rambabu
Chotelal Paswan, the police
said in a release.
He was working in a factory at Phule Nagar when he
stepped on a wire connected
to a motor that was powering a machine, the release
said. The worker received a
high voltage shock and was
rushed to a private medical
facility from where he was
referred to a government
hospital in Bhiwandi, where
doctors declared him
brought dead, the police
said. The police have registered a case of accidental
death, the release said.

shield children and infants.
The situation has already become
worrisome as the state has already
recorded over 200 cases of the Covid19 variant, Delta Plus, which has
claimed 5 patients till date.
This week, the BrihanMumbai
Municipal Corporation authorities
were stunned after 22 young students,
mostly below 18, were found infected
out of 95 in the St Joseph's School &
Orphanage in Dongri, and the institution was promptly sealed on
Thursday.
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Rane resumes 'Yatra' with a bang,
slams Shiv Sena for his arrest
Quaid Najmi| Ratnagiri

U

nion MSME Minister
Narayan Rane on
Friday resumed his
'Jan Ashirwad Yatra' -abruptly suspended after his
arrest, magisterial custody
followed by bail on Tuesday - and launched a vigorous
attack on the Shiv Sena,
which retaliated in equal
measure.
Simultaneously, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and Bharatiya Janata Party's
Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis were closeted in a private meeting in
Mumbai, sparking off political
speculation of a possible
truce between the now-warring ex-allies. Continuing to
breathe fire aggressively
despite a soar throat, Rane
said that the Disha Salian
case has not yet ended and
threatened to "expose" the
Sena 'bit-by-bit' over the
coming days.
"What did they achieve by
arresting a Union Minister
like this," Rane asked in an
apparently anguished voice,
adding that after his health
improves, he would again
hammer the Shiv Sena.
Hitting back, Shiv Sena Lok
Sabha group Leader Vinayak
Raut -- who wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
demanding Rane's dismissal
from the Union Cabinet -said even his party "would

unmask Rane" on various
issues including the suspicious death of his distant relative Ankush Rane in April
2009.The party's newspapers,
'Saamana' and 'Dopahar Ka
Saamana' had on Thursday
demanded to know "who was
responsible for the disappearances of persons like Shridhar
Naik, Ramesh Govikar,
Satyavijay Bhuse and Ankush
Rane (Narayan Rane's distant
cousin)" and demanded a
fresh probe into these cases
by the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government.
"Even Fadnavis has raised
many issues in the past... All
we have to do is to order a reinvestigation into these
cases," warned Raut, accusing
the BJP of foisting Rane only
to "corner the Shiv Sena by
hurling false allegations".
Undeterred, Rane attacked
the ruling MVA government,
saying it has done nothing for
the people of the state in the
past two years, no aid has yet
reached the flood-hit people
of Konkan and western Ma-

harashtra, while the farmers
and ordinary folks continue to
suffer.The central minister assured that he would take up
the cause of the (coastal)
Konkan people, especially the
mango, cashew and other cultivators who lost heavily due
to the recent floods, with the
Centre and try to get maximum help for them.
Rane's 'Yatra' had come to
a grinding halt on Tuesday
after his sudden arrest midway, from his camp in
Sangamner, in connection
with the 'slap slur' against the
CM Thackeray, which
sparked off huge protests all
over the state and counterprotests by the BJP.
He was taken to Raigad
and produced before the
Mahad Court Judicial
Magistrate First Class S.S.
Patil, who upheld his arrest as
"justified", sent him to
Magisterial Custody for 10
days till September 4, and
later granted him conditional
bail the same night.

In a first, 2 transgenders named Maha Cong secretaries
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n an effort to boost the aspirations
of the marginalised communities,
the Congress for the first time has
appointed two transgenders as
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) Secretaries, top
party officials said here on Friday.
The announcement came in a
jumbo list of 190 office-bearers,
including around 17 women, for the
MPCC released by the Congress late
on Thursday.
Two transgenders -- Parvathi
Parasuram Jogi and Salma Umarkhan
Sakarkar -- were the unexpected
entrants as MPCC Secretaries in the
list. Besides, the state Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant said
that the party has named 18 vice
presidents, 65 general secretaries and
104 secretaries.
Now, the MPCC has given representation to the people from 48 different communities including transgen-

ders and is considerably 'younger'
with an average age of 52 in which the
oldest is over 70 years and the
youngest being just 30 years old.
Among the major highlights are the
appointment of Pradnya Satav, the
widow of the late General Secretary
Rajeev S. Satav -- who died due to
Covid-19 complications in May -- as
the MPCC vice president.

A close aide of the former central
minister, the late Gurudas Kamat and
the present Mumbai Congress
Treasurer Amarjit Singh Manhas has
now been elevated as the MPCC
Treasurer. MLA Dhiraj V. Deshmukh - the third son of the late CM and
Union Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh -is now an MPCC general secretary.
His other siblings are Amit

Deshmukh who is a state cabinet
minister and Riteish Deshmukh who
is a well-known Bollywood actor and
director. MPCC President Nana
Patole held a meeting of all party candidates who were defeated in the
2019 Assembly polls by very low margins, shocking many leaders.
This has drastically brought down
the party's victory tally, pushing it to
the fourth position after the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Shiv Sena and the
Nationalist Congress Party.
Around 15 party contenders had
lost the polls with slender vote differences -- mainly due to infighting and
local rivalries -- but now all must
work hard to ensure victory in the
2019 Assembly elections, he added.
The new MPCC list with an army of
office-bearers is expected to get to
work in earnest for the upcoming
civic body elections in the state, and
the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections in 2024.

Mahindra bags Navy contract worth Rs 1,349.95 cr CBI arrests railways welfare inspector
for
accepting
taking
bribe
of
Rs
2
lakh
M
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ahindra & Mahindra
Ltd on Friday said
group firm,
Mahindra Defence Systems
Limited (MDS) has bagged a
contract worth Rs 1,349.95
crore for manufacturing of
Integrated Anti-Submarine
Warfare Defence Suite
(IADS) for modern warships
of Indian Navy from the
Indian government.
Competitive bids from
Indian companies were invited by the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) through open tender
wherein the systems fielded
were put through detailed trials at sea to prove their capability, Mahindra & Mahindra
said in a regulatory filing.
Mahindra Defence would
be supplying 14 IADS systems for the Indian Navy

Team Absolute|Mumbai

he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a welfare
inspector of South East
Central Railway (SECR) from
Nagpur in Maharashtra for
demanding and accepting a
bribe of Rs 2 lakh from the
wife of a deceased employee.
A case has been registered
against the inspector, identified as Anup Kumar Awale,
on a complaint alleging that
he had demanded a bribe of
Rs. 2.40 lakhs from the complainant. The complainant's
husband was posted as a railway gatekeeper at Ballarpur
and was to receive around Rs
11 lakh from the railways
after her husband died in

T

warships, it added.
Commenting on the development, Mahindra Defence
Systems Ltd chairman SP
Shukla said, "It is the first
major contract with the private sector meant for underwater detection and protection from threats. This contract once again epitomises

the success of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative." IADS is high-end
underwater equipment that
uses the latest technology
along with a complex array of
sensors, designed to detect
and protect warships from
underwater threats, the company said. "This advanced

technology system is the first
of its kind being developed
by an Indian company for the
Indian Navy," Mahindra
Defence said. It is a versatile
system capable of operations
from all sizes of warships small, medium, and large, it
added.

In POCSO case, Mumbai court orders
action against complainant, her mother
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

special court in Mumbai has directed the prosecution
to take legal steps against complainant and her mother in an alleged rape case after they said they did not
wish to proceed against the accused. The case was registered under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(Pocso) Act.
Special judge HC Shende of the Dindoshi Sessions Court
noted that due to the "non-supportive attitude" of the victim
and her mother, the case collapsed, its backbone cracked,
and nothing came on record to prove the guilt of the
accused. The court said the complainant and her mother
were "star witnesses of the prosecution" in the Pocso case.
The minor, a former state-level throwball player, was 17
years old when she met the accused in January 2019. She
used to practice at a few places in Mumbai and alleged that
the accused called her to his residence and proposed to her.
The couple developed a physical relationship in the following months.According to the case details, the complainant

missed her menses around March 2019 after her Class 12
examination. At the same time, she was suffering from
jaundice. Initially, she thought it was because of her illness.
She waited until June. It was then found that she was 24-

week pregnant.
A case was registered by the complainant and her mother
against the accused at the Santacruz Police Station.
On the other hand, the accused denied the rape charges
levelled against him. The accused said he was being falsely
implicated out of misunderstanding between the two.
He stated that they were in love and married each other.
They are residing happily with their daughter, he said.
The court said that the prosecution failed to prove
beyond all reasonable doubt that the victim was a minor at
the relevant time, thus, the provision of the Pocso Act could
not be invoked. The court observed that the victim said that
she had never gone to the Santacruz Police Station and
never lodged a complaint of rape.
The complainant told the court that she married the man
on October 10, 2019 and they had a daughter. She recorded
that she did not have any grievance against the man and
did not wish to proceed with the case against him. Later,
her mother also withdrew her support to the prosecution's
case.

April, an official statement
said.
The complainant alleged
that Anup Awale demanded
Rs 2.40 lakh to complete the
process and release the pension amount and for employment of her son on compassionate grounds, after which
she filed a complaint with the

CBI. CBI officials laid a trap
and caught the accused
inspector red-handed while
accepting Rs 2 lakh on
Thursday. Anup Awale has
been booked under the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
Searches were also conducted at the office and residential premises of Anup Awale.

FILL POST OF CHAIRMAN OF STATE
WOMEN'S COMMISSION: BJP TO GOVT
Aurangabad: The
BJP women's wing
on Friday accused
the Uddhav
Thackeray government of doing injustice to women by
keeping vacant the
post of chairman of
the Maharashtra
State Commission
for Women. The BJP
Mahila Morcha's
state general secretary Savita Kulkarni
alleged that crimes
against women are
on a rise in Maharashtra.
The state government is busy playing revenge politics
when crimes against women and minors are taking place in
Mumbai, Nagpur, Palghar and Solapur, Kulkarni claimed in
a release."The government has been in power for the last 18
months. But still it has kept the post of chairman of the
Maharashtra State Commission for Women vacant," the BJP
leader said, demanding that the government must expedite
the appointment of other members of the commission as
well.

hollywood
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Miranda Kerr : Grateful that
Orlando, Katy found each other
Los Angeles | Agencies

M

iranda Kerr
has talked
about her
former
actor husband Orlando Bloom and
his partner Katy Perry.
The model says she is
grateful that the two
found each other.

Kerr was speaking on "The Drew
Barrymore Show", which airs on Zee
Cafe in India.Host Drew Barrymore said,
"Something that I do have in my character is my love for women and when you
spoke about Katy Perry I marvelled."
Kerr replied, "I adore Katy and I'm
glad, she's found someone that makes
her heart so happy. I'm so grateful that
Orlando and Katy found each other."
The model says she also feels grateful
that she found her husband and just that

they all respect each other.
"On special occasions when we have
to be together it is for what is best for our
whole family. I think that is the most
important thing at the end of the day,"
Kerr added. Kerr began dating Bloom in
late 2007. The two announced their
engagement in June 2010, and they were
married the following month. She gave
birth to their son, Flynn Christopher
Blanchard Copeland Bloom, in January
2011.

BTS: Pressure of
success 'over
whelming'
Seoul | Agencies

K

-Pop super band BTS have talked about their global stardom and said
that they don't necessarily feel at home with their success.Using the
Korean expression meaning lack of ability or small-mindedness, Suga
told Billboard magazine, "We are not exceptional people -- our plate is small.
We're these rice-bowl-size guys getting so much poured into it. It's overflowing."V added, "The pressure has been overwhelming."
The septet, which comprises V, Jungkook, Jimin, Jin, Suga, RM, and JHope, became household names around 2017, particularly with the
"Wings" reissue "You'll Never Walk Alone", reports femalefirst.co.uk.
However, rapper RM noted that they try not to be too
overconfident in case it comes back to bite them, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.RM said, "We've been avoiding blowing our own horn since 2017 because we're afraid of
payback someday. We constantly think about
karma."Suga said even his wildest dreams didn't
measure up to the level of success they have
achieved.Singer Jin noted that the band's "perspective has become wider" as they've got older, while
dancer J-Hope shared they have become "more
prudent" over the years. Jimin said that he himself has become "calmer", and he knows there is
more to focus on in life.

Los Angeles | Agencies
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Selena Gomez,
Camilo team up
for pop track '999'
New York | Agencies

S

elena Gomez and Camilo have teamed up for pop track
'999' which released on Friday. The new spanish song is
produced by Edgar Barrera and has been penned by
Colombian singer-songwriter Camilo. Mexican-American
artist Selena's rhythmic pop song marks the first collaboration
with Camilo. The track, which drops alongside a music video
directed by Sophie Muller, finds the two artistes trading verses
about true love over a sparse
drumbeat. "I don't want to go
slow. I know you think of me
... If you want to go at 1,000,
I'm at 999," they sing.
Though it seems Selena,
29, has been focused on her
acting career, the 'Only
Murders in the Building'
actress rocks a bunch of different hairstyles and plays in
a field with flowers in the
music video of '999'.
"Working with Selena
Gomez is a huge honour.
From the beginning, '999'
was written with the sound
of her voice in mind and
would not exist if it were
not created dreaming of
this collaboration," Camilo added according to Billboard.com.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

inger Cher dated younger men in the 1980s, like close friend
Val Kilmer, because she says men her own age were too intimidated to ask her out.The icon loved the cancer survivor's
moving Amazon Prime Video documentary, 'Val', and the film
took her right back to her romance with the 'Top Gun' star, which
caused quite a stir at the time, reports aceshowbiz.com."He was
so young," Cher told People magazine of meeting Kilmer in
1981."Was he 22? What was I? I don't know. Thirty something.
It was a bigger deal back then," Cher, who dated 22-year-old
Rob Camilletti when she was 40, said.She said, "The truth was if
I hadn't gone out with younger men, I would have never had a
date. Younger men weren't intimidated by older women. But
older men in my age category, they weren't having it."
Kilmer wasn't remotely worried about dating an older
woman.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Kiss concert cancelled,
Paul Stanley tests Covid H
positive
New York | Agencies

A

merican rock band Kiss'
concert stands cancelled
as its lead vocalist Paul
Stanley tested positive for
Covid-19.Kiss announced late
Thursday night that their concert scheduled just outside
Pittsburgh had been cancelled
after lead vocalist Paul Stanley
tested positive for Covid. While
a new date is yet to be
announced, the band said the
show has been postponed according to Billboard.com."Tonight's #KISS show at The
Pavilion at Star Lake in Burgettstown, PA is unfortunately postponed due to Paul
Stanley testing positive for COVID," the band tweeted alongside a full statement.
"More information about show dates will be made available ASAP."The statement
also clarified that "everyone on the entire tour, both band and crew, are fully vaccinated."Kiss was formed in New York City in January 1973 by Paul Stanley, Gene
Simmons, Ace Frehley, and Peter Criss. Well known for its members' face paint and
stage outfits, the group rose to prominence in the mid and late 1970s with its shocking live performances, which featured fire breathing, blood-spitting, smoking guitars,
shooting rockets, levitating drum kits, and pyrotechnics.

ollywood star Tom Cruise has performed the "most dangerous" stunt of
his career for his latest film "Mission: Impossible 7".The star unveiled the
footage in which he jumps off a cliff on a motorcycle at entertainment
industry convention CinemaCon, reports aceshowbiz.com.As superspy
Ethan Hunt in the action series, Cruise has scaled cliffs in Australia
with his hands and hung on to the outside of a speeding plane in
previous instalments of the film franchise, but the next big stunt is
"far and away the most dangerous thing I've attempted," he said.In
a video presentation, the actor and director Christopher
McQuarrie shared behind-the-scenes footage."This
is far and away the most dangerous thing I've
attempted; we've been working on
this for years," says the actor
in the footage.
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PARALYMPIC TT: BHAVINA STORMS
Pujara
leads
INTO SEMIS, ASSURES INDIA A MEDAL India's resistance

Tokyo | Agencies

havina Patel made history at the Tokyo
Paralympic Games on Friday by storming
into the semifinals and assuring India a
medal in Women's Singles Class 4 table tennis on
Friday.
In the quarterfinals, the 34-year-old from
Ahmedabad stunned 2016 Rio Paralympic Games
gold-medallist BorislavaPericRankovic of Serbia in
straight games 3-0 (11-5,11-6, 11-7) in just 18 minutes.
Bhavina is the first Indian woman table tennis
player to reach the semifinals in the Paralympic
Games. In the semifinals, she will meet China's
Zhang Miao on Saturday. If she wins on Saturday,
she will play the winner of the other semifinal, an
all-Chinese affair between Zhou Ying and
GuXiaodan.
If she loses the semifinal, Bhavina will return
home with a bronze medal as both losing semifinalists will get bronze medals from this year.
Bhavina has assured India's first medal in table
tennis at the Paralympics. India's 12 medals at the
Paralympics so far have come in three sports -athletics (3 gold, 4 silver, 3 bronze), powerlifting (1
bronze), and swimming (1 gold).
In the quarterfinals on Friday, Bhavina came up
with a sound strategy and attacked Borislava from
the start. She broke away from 3-3 in the first
game to win the next six points and take a 9-3 lead
before clinching the game 11-5. Bhavina won 15
points on her serve while losing only 11.
In the second game, the Indian continued her
domination and opened an early lead to go up 52. Borislava reduced the lead to 4-6 but Bhavina
continued to win points with ease as she wrapped

Leeds | Agencies

B

I

up the game 11-6. The Serbian put up a stiffer
fight in the third game and tied the score at 5-5
but Bhavina won the next few points to go up 106. The Serb saved a match point but Bhavina
could not be denied as she wrapped up a historic
win. Bhavina, ranked eighth in the world in her
category, is a recipient of the Sardar Patel Award
and the Eklavya Awards and has been a medallist
at the Asian Games.

Asian Junior Boxing: Vishu,
Tanu, Nikita Chand enter finals

She won the bronze medal in International
Table Tennis Federation Asian Para Table Tennis
Championship that was organised from August
23-31, 2017 in Beijing, China. She had reached the
ranking of world No. 2, by winning a silver medal
in the individual category at the PTT Thailand
Table Tennis Championship in 2011.Bhavina
trains under coach LalanDoshi at the Blind
People's Association in Ahmedabad.

ndia set aside disappointment of the first
innings to put up strong
resistance in their second
outing as they went to
stumps on the third day of
the third Test at 215/2 with
Cheteshwar Pujara unbeaten on 91 and Virat Kohli
batting on 45 here at
Headingley. Though they
are still 139 runs behind,
their hopes of making
England bat again look
realistic now.
Opener Rohit Sharma
scored 61 and added 82 for
the second wicket with
Pujara before he was out
LBW. Skipper Kohli then
added unbeaten 99 for the
third wicket with the India
No. 3 as India started to
script a comeback.
Earlier, England could
add only nine to their
overnight score and ended
with 432.

Brief scores
Brief scores: India 78 and 215/2 in 80 overs (C Pujara batting 91, R Sharma 61, V Kohli batting 45) vs England 432 all out in 132.2 overs (J Root 121, D Malan 70, H Hameed 68, R
Burns 61, M Shami 4/95, Jasprit Bumrah 2/59, M Siraj 2/86, R Jadeja 2/88)

STIMAC NAMES INDIAN SQUAD FOR FRIENDLIES AGAINST NEPAL
India squad:
Goalkeepers: Amrinder Singh, Dheeraj Singh
Moirangthem, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

R

egistering their
emphatic victories,
India's VishuRathee,
Tanu, and Nikita Chand
advanced to the junior girls
finals at the Asian Youth &
Junior Boxing
Championships in Dubai.
According to information
received here, Indian girls
put up brilliant performances on the seventh day of the
competition as they dominated their respective opponents during their flawless
show. Playing in the 48kg
semi-final, Vishu started the
proceedings for India in an
aggressive style against
Mongolia's
gonbatYesunkhuslen as she
landed some heavy blows
and quickly took the charge
of the bout. Her attack was
so strong that the referee

Defenders: PritamKotal, Chinglensana Singh
Konsham, Mandar Rao Dessai, Akash Mishra,
Rahul Bheke, Subhasish Bose,
SeritonFernandes.
Midfielders: Lalengmawia, Bipin Singh,
AnirudhThapa, Sahal Abdul Samad, Brandon
Fernandes, Liston Colaco, Yasir Mohammad,
Glan Martins, Suresh Singh Wangjam, Jeakson
Singh, PronayHalder. Forwards: Manvir Singh,
Rahim Ali, Sunil Chhetri, FarukhChoudhary.

had to stop the contest in the
first round itself and declare
the Indian as the winner.
Later, Tanu (52kg) and
Nikita (60kg) also claimed
commanding wins by unanimous decisions against
Nepal's Swastika and
Uzbekistan's
TokhirovaMukhlisa respectively in their Last-4 clashes.
Meanwhile in the boys'
section, Ashish (54kg) and
Anshul (57kg) suffered

TIME TO MOVE ON: VINESH PHOGAT
New Delhi: Olympian wrestler
VineshPhogat on Friday said that
she has learned her lesson from
the 2020 Games and she does not
have time to "mourn" her Tokyo
loss.
"It was my second Olympics. In
my first Olympics, I got injured (in
2016) and now I suffered defeat
and I would accept that. I will work
over the weaknesses before the
upcoming competitions. At the
senior level, we don't have enough time to grieve over a
defeat, because the next Olympics is approaching and
there are back-to-back competitions.""As seniors, we'don't
have much time to sit down to mourn a loss because there
is more competition to be looked at. Staying on top is very
challenging. It is not that difficult to reach the top but it is
very difficult to maintain it," Vinesh told reporters during
an event where Tata Motors and Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) announced an extension of their partnership
till the 2024 Olympics. The 26-year-old from Haryana further said she even learned from her juniors who were in
Tokyo.Earlier, the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI)
ended Vinesh's temporary suspension for alleged indiscipline. The grappler is now eligible to compete at this year's
World Championships after she was let off with a warning.

FREDERIQUE BECOMES FIRST PACER
TO TAKE 7 WKTS IN T20 MATCH
Cartagena (Spain): The Netherlands' pacer Frederique
Overdijk became the first pacer ever to
take seven wickets in a T20I match.On
Thursday, Frederique bagged seven
wickets in her four overs and conceded
just three runs to restrict France to 33
runs in 17.5 overs in the women's T20
World Cup Europe qualifiers at the La
Manga Club Ground in Cartagena,
Spain. Netherlands then cruised to a
nine-wicket victory in 3.4
overs.Frederique had six bowled dismissals and one lbw in
her four overs. Out of the four overs, two were maidens. It
was the first time any bowler, male or female, had taken a
seven-wicket haul in T20Is. Frederique went past the previous record held by Nepal's Anjali Chand, who scalped six
wickets for zero runs against the Maldives in 2019.

Brief scores :
France 33 in 17.3 overs (Poppy McGeown 8, Frederique
Overdijk 7/3, Eva Lynch 1/3) lost to the Netherlands
33/1 in 3.4 overs (RobineRijke 21 not out, Babette de
Leede 10, Thea Graham 1/11) by nine wickets.

defeats in their respective
semi-finals and ended with
bronze medals.
In the junior boys' category, RohitChamoli (48kg),
Gaurav Saini (70kg), and
Bharat Joon (+81kg) have
already advanced to the
finals while Ankush (66kg)
claimed bronze with his
semi-final loss.The final
matches of the junior categories will take place on
Sunday.

Kolkata | Agencies

A

day after the Indian men's senior national
football team beat I-League side
Mohammedan Sporting 2-0 in an exhibition
match at the VYBK on August 26 evening, head
Coach Igor Stimac maintained that "we need to be
careful as we head to the next two matches (friendlies against Nepal)".
He also named the list of 25 players who will be
travelling to Nepal to play back-to-back interna-

tional friendlies on September 2 and 5, respectively.
"We can't expect much after 10 days of preparation. The legs are still heavy from the load, and we
need to slow down, and refresh the players," Stimac
told the-aiff.com.
"I am happy with the manner our players performed (against Mohammedan Sporting). They
should have scored a few goals much earlier. But it
was not easy under the heavy downpour, and a
heavy pitch," Stimac said.
It rained all through the match, and the down-

pour was heavy from midway in the second
half.While the ATK Mohun Bagan players joined
the camp in Kolkata on Friday, the Bengaluru FC
players will join the rest of the squad in New Delhi
on August 29 after they completed their AFC Cup
assignments in Male (Maldives) recently. India
leave for Nepal on August 30.
The national team probables have been training
in Kolkata since August 15. That had marked the
return of the national camp in Kolkata after 15
years with India last having camped in Kolkata way
back in 2006 prior to the FIFA World Cup Qualifier
against Saudi Arabia.

Champions League draw: Reigning champs Chelsea to face Juve Assam to observe
Sep 3 as Sports Day
D
T
Istanbul|Agencies

efending champions Chelsea
will face Juventus while runnersup Manchester City are going to
meet Paris Saint-Germain in the group
stage of this season's UEFA Champions
League.The draw was unveiled here on
Thursday evening with Manchester
City being clubbed in Group A with
Paris Saint-Germain as the French
giants are expected to be boosted by
the presence of Argentine star Lionel
Messi.
Holders Chelsea will face Juventus in
Group G while another Premier League
side Liverpool are going to play AC
Milan in Group B. The group-stage
competition will start on September 14
and finish on December 8. The final
will be held in St Petersburg, Russia on
May 28, Xinhua reports. German club
RB Leipzig too slipped into the fascinating Group A with Manchester City

and PSG.
Leipzig might not only be facing
Messi but could well meet Cristiano
Ronaldo. According to English media
reports, Juve's Portuguese star is in
advanced negotiations with Man City.
Expectations for Bayern's new coach
Julian Nagelsmann don't go too far to
talking of a piece of cake when meeting
wavering Spanish giant FC Barcelona
aside from Benfica and Dynamo Kyiv.
"We face a Barcelona without Messi.
It will be a new Barca, but still a squad
Group A
Group B
Group C
Group D
Group E
Group F
Group G
Group H

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Manchester City, Paris Saint-Germain, Leipzig, Club Brugge
Atletico Madrid, Liverpool, Porto, AC Milan
Sporting Lisbon, Borussia Dortmund, Ajax, Besiktas
Inter Milan, Real Madrid, Shakhtar Donetsk, Sheriff Tiraspol
Bayern, Barcelona, Benfica, Dynamo Kyiv
Villarreal, Manchester United, Atalanta, Young Boys
Lille, Sevilla, Salzburg, Wolfsburg
Chelsea, Juventus, Zenit, Malmo.

IPL 2021: Kolkata Knight
Riders departs for Abu Dhabi
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

wo-time IPL champions Kolkata Knight
Riders have departed
for Abu Dhabi from Mumbai
on Friday ahead of the
resumption of IPL 2021 in
UAE.
Pacer ShivamMavi posted
an Instagram story of a selfie
featuring him, Kuldeep
Yadav, KamleshNagarkoti,
and Rahul Tripathi in PPE
kits inside the aircraft. The
team had been through a
brief period of quarantine in
Mumbai.The Indian members of the team along with
the team management and
support staff are amongst the
first ones to leave for UAE on
Friday. Post quarantine, the
team will begin their prepa-

full of top-class players. We want to finish the group as first despite some challenging issues ahead," Bayern sporting
director Hasan Salihamidzic said.
For another German club Dortmund,
the group's favourite role is within
reach when crossing swords with
Sporting, Ajax, and Besiktas. The Black
and Yellow star striker ErlingHaaland
was awarded UEFA Champions League
Forward of the year for the 2020/21 season. The Norwegian striker scored 10
goals in eight games.

ration for IPL 2021 in Abu
Dhabi.Chennai Super Kings
and Mumbai Indians are
already training in UAE while
Delhi Capitals have reached
and will be out of quarantine
soon for practising. Earlier,
wicketkeeper-batsman
Dinesh Karthik had said that
he will link up with the
Knight Riders after completing commentary duties for
Sky Sports in the ongoing
third Test between England
and India at Leeds. "The first
half didn't go our way that
doesn't mean this half won't
go our way. If in 2014 we
have written history then I
don't think why we can't
write history now again,"
said batsman Sheldon
Jackson to the official website of the franchise.

Guwahati | Agencies

he Assam government
has decided to observe
BhogeswarBaruah's
birthday on September 3 as
the Sports Day and
announced to increase the
pension for the sportspersons, sports organisers and
technical personnel, officials
said here on Friday.
Arjun awardee Baruah is
the first Assamese to win a
gold medal at an international event. He was the winner
of the coveted medal in an
800-metre running event in
the 1966 Asian Games.A senior official of the Assam's
Sports and Youth Affairs
Department said the state

cabinet on Thursday at a
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister
HimantaBiswaSarma decided to increase the regular
monthly sports pension from
Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000 for
sportspersons, organisers
and technical officials.
The cabinet also decided
to provide the life lifetime
pension of Rs 10,000 per
month to medal winners in
national and international
sports competitions.

Djokovic's quest for US Open title a tough road
Tokyo | Agencies

S

erbian world No. 1 Novak Djokovic's quest to complete
the calendar Grand Slam will begin against a qualifier
following the release of the US Open draw. In the second round he could face big-hitting German all-court player Jan-LennardStruff, who took a set from the Serb at the
2020 Australian Open.
In the third round, the world No. 1 could meet former
finalist Kei Nishikori of Japan or 27th seed David Goffin of
Belgium and in the fourth round is seeded to meet either
Aslan Karatsev of Russia, whom he defeated in the
Australian Open semifinals, or Australian 14th seed Alex de
Minaur.Should Djokovic reach the quarterfinals, he could
meet sixth seed Matteo Berrettini, whom he beat in the
Wimbledon final, or Polish 10th seed Hubert Hurkacz.
Other interesting first-round matches include world No. 3
StefanosTsitsipas of Greece against 2012 champion and former World No. 1 Andy Murray of Great Britain.
Unseeded Australian Nick Kyrgios, one of the most dangerous floaters, will play gritty Spaniard Roberto Bautista
Agut, while Briton Cameron Norrie, who is enjoying a
breakout season, will play 18-year-old Spaniard Carlos
Alcaraz.Second seed Daniil Medvedev of Russia will play

French veteran Richard Gasquet. Top-ranked American
John Isner will face 20-year-old countryman Brandon
Nakashima of the US.Fourth seed Alexander Zverev of
Germany, who is riding an 11-match winning streak and
who toppled Djokovic en route to the Tokyo Olympics gold
medal, could meet the 20-time Grand Slam champion in
the semifinals.Third seed StefanosTsitsipas could see plenty
of British action, facing Murray in the first round and potentially Cameron Norrie in the third round. The Greek is seeded to meet Chilean Cristian Garin in the fourth round and
in-form Russian fifth seed Andrey Rublev in the
quarterfinals.
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ollywood actor
AparshaktiKhurana and his
wife Aakriti Ahuja Khurana
have been blessed with a baby girl.
The actor shared the news on his
Instagram story. The couple has
named their daughter Arzoie A.
Khurana. Few days back, Aparshakti
had shared an adorable video of his
wife's baby shower where the whole
family came together to bless Aakriti
on the joyous occasion and gave lots
of wishes to the expecting couple.
The actor is known for his work
in films like 'Dangal', 'Badrinath Ki
Dulhania', 'Stree', 'Luka Chuppi',
and 'PatiPatniAurWoh', among others.
He recently travelled to Chandigarh
after fulfilling his work commitments
to be with his wife at the crucial time.
On the work front, he is gearing
up for his upcoming
release 'Helmet'.

B

PANKAJ TRIPATHI'S 'CRIMINAL
JUSTICE' WINS BEST ASIAN DRAMA
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ankaj Tripathi and KirtiKulharistarrer 'Criminal Justice: Behind
Closed Doors' won the Best Asian
Drama Series Award for
Regional/International Market at
Content Asia Awards 2021.
Content Asia Awards are organised for
the Asian market by the Content Asia
team and are an extension of their dayin-day-out year-round dedicated focus
on and connection with Asia's content
industry. On winning the honour,
Sameer Nair, CEO of Applause
Entertainment said, "We believe that
stories have the power to transcend borders and thus, we
focus on Indian
adaptations
of

P

select international shows, reimagining
them to appeal to local tastes and context."
Along with Pankaj and Kirti,
AnupriyaGoenka and MitaVashisht in
lead roles, the show focuses on the case
of Anuradha Chadha (KirtiKulhari) who
stabs her husband one fateful night. Her
13-year-old daughter Rhea hears some
commotion and somehow witnesses the
unfortunate incident. As the court
and the media charge Anu
as guilty, almost all
the attorneys

in town reject her case. However, a
small-time lawyer, Madhav Mishra
(Pankaj Tripathi), accepts the case and
investigates the real motive behind the
murder teaming up with Nikhat
Hussain
(AnupriyaGoenka).
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Sunny Kaushal shared his experience of working with TSeries. He said, "After receiving so much love on my previous
songs I was really kicked about something this exciting. When
I heard 'Ishq Mein', I liked it instantly. Sachet's voice just
touches your heart and I was ecstatic to share the screen with
Sahher. I hope audiences like our onscreen chemistry."
Adds SahherBambba, "This is my first music video and I
couldn't have found a better song about the ups and downs of
love than Ishq Mein. I hope audiences love watching Sunny
and me in this track. We had a lot of fun shooting this song
together." The song will be out on 2nd September on T-Series'
YouTube channel.

JOINS T-SERIES
UPCOMING SINGLE

S

'ISHQ MEIN'

SIDDHANT
KAPOOR RISES TO
ACCLAIMS FOR
'JOE' IN CHEHRE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctor Siddhanth Kapoor in his
mute character of Joe with an
axe
nailed with
his performance in starstudded
Chehre.
There movie
some interesting performances
from
Amitabh
Bachchan,
Rhea
Chakraborty
and Emraan
Hashmi.
Our correspondent spoke to
Siddhanth and here is what he's got
to say, "It was an incredible experience to work with Amit Uncle. It was
unbelievable. This was such an experience. I am loving all the applause
that's coming. The phone has not
stopped ringing." "And I am just
grateful to the almighty. It was so
much fun on sets and the release has
been delayed but finally it's out and
the rousing reception. Chehre is a
movie which is extremely authentic
and some very intriguing performances," the actor added.

A

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY
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Shilpa

Shetty Kundra shares
cryptic posts on
making 'mistakes'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctor Shilpa Shetty Kundra, amid an ongoing controversy involving her businessman husband Raj Kundra, has
posted a cryptic message on social media about making mistakes. Raj Kundra has come under the radar for his
reported connection to a pornography racket. He was recently
remanded to judicial custody for several days. Shilpa on
Thursday shared an excerpt from a book on her Instagram
Stories. It starts with a quote by Sophia Loren, which read,
"Mistakes are part of the dues one pays for a full life." The
note then read, "We can't make our lives interesting without
making a few mistakes here and there.
We hope that they won't be dangerous mistakes or mistakes
that hurt other people. But there will be mistakes." "We
can see our mistakes as things we'd like to forget or as
our most interesting, challenging and stimulating
experiences. Not because of the mistakes themselves
but because of what we learned from them." The
note concluded, "I'm going to make mistakes, I
will forgive myself and learn from them."
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