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One 10th of global population were undernourished last year: UN 
GGlloobbaall  hhuunnggeerr  lleevveellss  hhaavvee  sskkyyrroocckkeetteedd  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  ccoonnfflliicctt,,  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  aanndd  tthhee  eeccoonnoommiicc  iimmppaacctt  ooff  tthhee  CCoovviidd--1199  ppaannddeemmiicc;;
aanndd  oonnee  iinn  ffiivvee  cchhiillddrreenn  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iiss  ssttuunntteedd,,  ssaaiidd  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  ttiittlleedd,,  ''TThhee  SSttaattee  ooff  FFoooodd  SSeeccuurriittyy  aanndd  NNuuttrriittiioonn  iinn  tthhee
WWoorrlldd  22002211''  rreelleeaasseedd  oonn  MMoonnddaayy..

Globally, 2.4 billion people did not have
access to sufficiently nutritious food in
2020 - an increase of nearly 320 million
people in one year.

Today, 150 million youngsters still do not
have access to a school lunch, said WFP,
which urged countries to restore these pro-
grams and put in place "even better (ones)
that give children and communities a
future".

Children's healthy development has suf-
fered too, with more than 149 million
under-fives affected by stunting and 370
million missing out on school meals in
2020, because of school closures during the
coronavirus pandemic.

UNITED NATIONS | Agencies

Around one tenth of the global population,
between 720 million people and 811 million,
were undernourished last year, according to

a UN report .
New data that represents the first comprehen-

sive global assessment of food insecurity carried
out since the pandemic began, indicates that the
number of people affected by chronic hunger in
2020, rose by more than in the previous five years
combined, Xinhua news agency reported.

Reversing this situation will likely take years if
not decades, according to the World Food
Programme (WFP), Food and Agriculture
Organization, the International Fund for
Agricultural Development, World Health
Organization and Unicef.

Some 418 million of the undernourished people
last year were in Asia and 282 million were in
Africa, according to the report.

The report also highlights how climate change
has left communities in developing countries most
exposed to hunger - despite the fact that they con-
tribute little to global CO2 emissions.These poorer
nations are also the least prepared to withstand or

respond to climate change, said WFP's Gernot
Laganda, who added that weather-related shocks
and stresses were "driving hunger like never
before".

This suggests that "it will take a tremendous
effort for the world to honor its pledge to end
hunger by 2030", the agencies said in a statement,
in a call for food production to be more inclusive,
efficient, resilient and sustainable.This report pres-
ents the first global assessment of food insecurity
and malnutrition for 2020 and offers some indica-
tion of what hunger might look like by 2030, in a
scenario further complicated by the enduring
effects of the pandemic.

It also includes new estimates of the cost and
affordability of healthy diets, which provide an
important link between the food security and
nutrition indicators and the analysis of their
trends.Altogether, the report highlights the need for
a deeper reflection on how to better address the
global food security and nutrition situation.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Supreme Court judge Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud has said that crim-
inal laws, including the anti-ter-

ror law, should not be misused for
quelling dissent and courts must act
as first line of defence against depriva-
tion of liberty.

Justice Chandrachud made these
remarks in his address at the Indo-US
Joint Summer Conference on Indo-US
legal ties on Monday evening. He
emphasised that no law can be
employed to harass citizens and take
away their freedom.

"Criminal law, including anti-terror
legislation, should not be misused for
quelling dissent or harassment to citi-
zens," he said, citing his judgement in

Arnab Goswami case to emphasise
that courts must ensure that they con-
tinue to remain the first line of
defence against the deprivation of lib-
erty of citizens.

Justice Chandrachud underscored
that depravation of liberty for even a
single day is "one too many" and that
judges must always be mindful of the
deeper systemic issues of their deci-
sions."Today, the world's oldest and
largest democracies represent these
ideals of a multicultural, pluralist soci-
ety where their constitutions are
focused on a deep commitment and
respect for human rights."

Many other cases where the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act has been invoked have also been
seen controversies.

Anti-terror law shouldn't be used to muzzle dissent: SC judge
Justice Chandrachud's remarks have come amid the outrage
over the death of 84-year-old activist Stan Swamy, who was
arrested under the anti-terror law, Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), in the Elgar Parishad case last year.
Swamy died last week in Mumbai while fighting for bail on
health grounds.
After spending 17 months behind the bars, Assam leader
Akhil Gogoi walked out of jail. He was jailed under the UAPA
in connection with a case against him over violent protests
against the contentious citizenship law. 
Recently, the Delhi High Court granted bail to student
activists Natasha Narwal, Devangana Kalita and Asif Iqbal
Tanha booked under the UAPA in connection with February
2020 Delhi riots, making strong observations against the
indiscriminate invocation of UAPA by the government and
police.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

In what can increase tax liability
on companies that have under-
gone mergers and acquisitions

in recent years, the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) has notified
new set of rules on tax treatment of
goodwill where depreciation provi-
sions have been used.

The new rules that frame guide-
lines for computation of short-term
capital gains (STCG) gives prescrip-
tion for arriving at written down
value (WDV) of intangible assets
such as goodwill where deprecia-
tion had been availed earlier, has
created potential where tax liability
on past deals would increase.

The CBDT notification had said
that in cases where goodwill was
the only asset in the block, there
won't be any tax impact, but in oth-
ers, where the value of net goodwill

removed from the block is in excess
of the opening WDV as on April 1,
2020, such excess will now be
offered to tax as STCG.

A PwC note on the changes said
that only if the goodwill of the busi-
ness or profession was the only
asset in the block of 'intangible'
asset and no other intangible asset

is acquired in FY 2020-21, then no
capital gain would be charged on
the cessation of such block of asset.
In other cases, excess STCG would
apply under section 50 of the
Income Tax Act.What the new rules
have is that companies should need
to calculate their STCG first before
filing returns for FY21.

STARTUPS, PHARMA COS FACE TAX
LIABILITY ON NEW GOODWILL RULES

The move is expected to
impact companies in the
pharma, life sciences, start-
ups lining for IPO that have
seen lot of M&A activities in
the past and carry goodwill
without much deprecation of
its valuation. In all such cases,
goodwill will fall much above
the WDV computed as per
the new rules and such
excess would be charged to
STCG.
Indian firms have witnessed a
record number of M&A deals
and emergence of Indian uni-
corns with intangibles fetch-
ing substantial value in these
transactions.

Team Absolute|Geneva

Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, director-
general of the World

Health Organization (WHO),
on Monday warned of the
"devastating outbreaks"
caused by the Delta variant of
Covid-19, saying that the new
strain of the virus was infect-
ing people "at a scorching
pace"."Last week marked the
fourth consecutive week of
increasing cases of Covid-19
globally," Tedros said at a vir-
tual press conference from
Geneva, adding that "after
ten weeks of declines, deaths
are increasing again." 

The virus variant first iden-
tified in India in October
2020 is continuing the spread
around the world and has
now been detected in 104
countries, he said, Xinhua
reported.

"The Delta variant is rip-
ping around the world at a

scorching pace, driving a new
spike in cases and deaths."

Delta variant spreading worldwide
at scorching pace: WHO chief

we feel like we have come out of jail after two years.
There's a huge crowd but we aren't scared of Covid-19.

We have come here before the third wave. We talk about the 'third
wave' as a weather update. What we fail to understand is that
adherence to COVID appropriate behavior or the lack of it is
what will prevent or cause any future waves."

Lav Agarwal, Joint Secretary, Health Ministry

FOLLOW COVID PROTOCOLS

❝

❝

Prashant Kishor meets
Rahul Gandhi, Punjab polls
on agenda?

New
Delhi: Poll
strategist
Prashant
Kishor met
Congress
leader Rahul
Gandhi here
on Tuesday.

There is
no official
word regard-
ing the meet-
ing, at which Congress General
Secretary K.C. Venugopal was also pres-
ent, but sources say Punjab elections
were discussed and a possible equation
was on the table as Kishor has been
advising Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh on key political issues.

When the Punjab Chief Minister was
in Delhi to meet interim party chief
Sonia Gandhi, he had also met Kishor.

The Congress is likely to come with
amicable formula for Punjab this week
as infighting within the state unit has
not de-escalated.

Team Absolute|Kolkata

Protesting against Speaker
Biman Banerjee's deci-
sion to nominate Mukul

Roy as the chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee,
BJP MLAs in West Bengal
resigned from all the eight
standing committees of the
assembly. The BJP legislative
party members later met
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar.

There are altogether 8
standing committees in the
West Bengal state legislature
and usually the opposition
MLAs are made the chairmen
of those committees. On

Tuesday all the 8 BJP MLAs
who were nominated chair-
men of these committees sent
their resignations to the
Speaker. The letter stated that
following the party's instruc-
tion the MLAs were resigning
from the standing commit-
tees.The BJP had proposed the
name of Ashoke Lahiri as the
chairman of the PAC and
Mukul Roy's name was pro-
posed by an independent can-
didate. Speaker Biman
Banerjee finally nominated
Roy as the chairman of the
PAC. The issue has snow-
balled into a major 
controversy. 

West Bengal BJP MLAs resign
from standing committees

1983 World Cup winner
Yashpal Sharma no more

New Delhi: Former
India batsman Yashpal
Sharma, a member of the
1983 World Cup-winning
side, passed away on
Tuesday at his home in
Noida. He was 66.Sharma
suffered a heart attack
after returning from
morning walk and col-
lapsed at around 7.30 am.

The right-handed batsman, who was the
backbone of India's middle-order in the 1983
World Cup, played 37 Test matches, scoring
1606 runs, and 42 ODIs scoring 883 runs. He
also played 160 first-class matches, represent-
ing Punjab, Haryana and Railways, and scored
8933 runs. But he was best remembered inter-
nationally for his performances in India's first
World Cup win, in 1983. He aggregated 240
runs at an average of 34.28 to return as the sec-
ond-highest scorer for India behind skipper
Kapil Dev in the tournament.

Sharma had top-scored with 89 (off 120
balls) to help India make 262/8 in their 34-run
victory over West Indies in their first match of
the 1983 World Cup. That win in Manchester
gave India the self-belief to go on and win the
tournament.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Congress party is
holding a series of press
conferences, 23 of them

across the country to rake up
the issues of rising inflation
and fuel price hike. All the
senior party leaders have been
roped in to highlight the plight
of the people. The press con-
ferences are in the wake of
Congress holding protests till
July 17 on the issue. Kamal
Nath, Bhupesh Baghel,
Digvijaya Singh, Anand
Sharma, M. Kharge and
Manish Tewari are among the
23 leaders who will be
addressing the press confer-
ences. In UP, Kamal Nath will
do a press conference and
Tewari and Sachin Pilot in
Dehradun.

On Tuesday, P.

hidambaram addressed a
press conference in Delhi and
targeted the government for
inflation and demanded relief
for people.Addressing a press
conference here, former
Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram said, "Inflation,
even in a normal time, would
be intolerable. The present is
not a normal time. A pandem-
ic is raging across the country.
The pandemic has resulted in
jobs being axed, unemploy-

ment rising to 8.1 per cent and
incomes/wages being cut for
millions of working people. In
such a situation of widespread
distress, inflation has broken
the back of the people, and we
hold the Central government
under Narendra Modi directly
responsible for the high infla-
tion.""Let me caution the gov-
ernment, the issue of high
inflation will not go away if
you pretend it does not exist,"
he said.

Cong's 23 press conferences to
raise inflation, fuel price hike

India's 1st Covid
patient turns
positive again

Thiruvananthapuram:
The country's first Covid
positive case was a medical
student who had arrived
from Wuhan in China to
her hometown in Thrissur
in January last year. One
and a half years later she
has once again turned pos-
itive, as per reports on
Tuesday.According to the
medical authorities, she
wanted to make an air trip
to Delhi and for that she
underwent the Covid test.
Much to everyone's sur-
prise she tested positive.
According to the authori-
ties she is yet to take her
first vaccine shot.The med-
ical authorities said that
there was nothing to worry
about and she is asympto-
matic as of now.After her
return from Wuhan, she has
not gone back and had
been continuing her classes
online, from her home.
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Ahead of a likely rejig in
the state unit, the BJP
cadres in West Bengal
are against giving
importance to newcom-

ers who joined the party recently
over old and committed workers.
This sentiment has been conveyed
to BJP chief J P Nadda by the
party's West Bengal unit president
Dilip Ghosh. The BJP is also plan-
ning to initiate action against lead-
ers who are not toeing the party
line. It is learnt that a major reshuf-
fle in the West Bengal BJP will take
place in the coming days and has
already started at the ground level
after the assembly polls. Veteran
BJP cadres feel that giving too
much importance to newcomers
will demoralise the workers who
have spent their lives in building
up the party in West Bengal.

At a meeting with Nadda on
Monday, West Bengal BJP chief
Ghosh explained in detail about
the prevailing political situation in
the state and organisational affairs.
Ghosh told IANS that he apprised

Nadda ji about the current situa-
tion in the party and the political
atmosphere in the states.

"I explained to Nadda ji about
matters related to the party in West
Bengal. Conveyed sentiments of
party cadre in state to the BJP
chief. Most matters like indisci-
pline and differences are in the
knowledge of the Central leader-
ship," Ghosh said.

He confirmed that an organisa-

tional rejig will take place and the
first phase has already started. "It
has been decided to restructure
the state organisation after the
assembly polls and it has started. It
is the feeling that those who
worked hard over the years to
build the party should be given
responsibility in place of those
who joined recently. This is a gen-
eral feeling that old hard working
workers must be rewarded over

newcomers and I have conveyed it
to the leadership," Ghosh said.

Nadda and Ghosh also spoke
about leaders who are not toeing
the party line. "Some people are
talking against the party or policy
and it sends the wrong signal
among the workers. Talking about
internal matters outside the party
platform is considered indiscipline
and needs action," the West
Bengal BJP chief said.

After the West Bengal Assembly
poll results, voices of dissent have
become louder within the saffron
camp in the state. BJP national vice
president Mukul Roy and his son
left the party and rejoined the
TMC. Many leaders like Soumitra
Khan, Rajib Banerjee and even for-
mer Union minister Babul Supriyo
have spoken against the party's
decisions, which has not gone
down well with the party's central
leadership. When asked about dis-
ciplinary action against erring
leaders, Ghosh said, "Central lead-
ership is aware of all the acts of
indiscipline in the West Bengal
unit and will take action 
accordingly."

Himachal flash floods: 9 still missing,
CM meets affected families 

Shimla|Agencies

Rescuers on Tuesday said five
villagers were rescued from
Himachal Pradesh's Kangra

district where a massive mudslide
triggered by flash floods hit a
remote village, damaging several
houses and shops and left one
person dead. Nine people are still
missing.The five people were res-
cued by the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) after an
eight-hour operation that started
late Monday evening, officials told
IANS over the phone from the
spot.They are suspecting nine
people might be trapped either in
the mud piles that spread over a
large area in the worst affected
Rulehar village in the Boh pan-
chayat of Shahpur subdivision or
were washed away in raging
floodwaters.

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
made an aerial survey of flood-hit
areas in the Boh Valley in Kangra

district and later met affected
families.He took stock of the loss-
es suffered and met affected fami-
lies of the area. He directed the
district administration to take up
the relief and rehabilitation work
on war-footing in the affected
areas.Thakur said Rs 400,000 each
would be provided to the families
of the deceased and financial help

would be given to the people
whose houses had been damaged
in the calamity.The Chief Minister
said a team of the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
was coordinating with the district
administration in rescue and relief
works and all-out efforts were
being made to trace the missing
persons.

GIVE IMPORTANCE TO OWN CADRE
OVER NEWCOMERS: BENGAL BJP

MAN HELD FOR RAPE,
MURDER OF 7-YEAR
OLD IN ANDHRA

Ongole : The police in Andhra
Pradeshs Prakasam district have
nabbed a 30-year-old man, Dudekula
Siddaiah, on charges of raping and
murdering a 7-year-old."On Thursday,
the accused brought a 7-year-old girl
to his house, who was playing near her
home. He then sexually assaulted her
before strangulating her to death," a
police officer said on Tuesday.To
ensure that the girl was dead, Siddaiah
even smashed her head against a rock
as he feared that the minor could
reveal to others what he did to her if
she was alive.Later, he wrapped her
body in a plastic bag and dumped it on
the outskirts of Ambavaram village
under Giddaluru mandal in Prakasam
district.Following the gruesome inci-
dent, the police had formed special
teams, which managed to arrest the
accused on Monday evening from
near the gate of the Giddaluru bus
stand.The police have registered a case
under IPC Sections 366 (A), 342, 376
(A) (B), 302, 201 and Section 6 of the
POCSO Act.

After several wrong predictions,
monsoon arrives in Delhi-NCR

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The long delayed mon-
soon finally arrived
early on Tuesday giv-

ing much needed respite to
the citizens in Delhi-NCR.

The national capital along
with adjoining cities includ-
ing - Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Noida, and Ghaziabad have
also received rainfall.

On Monday evening, the
Met Department had pre-
dicted that the conditions
were favourable for further
advance of southwest
Monsoon over Delhi, parts
of West Uttar Pradesh, some
more parts of Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan.

The South-West monsoon
arrived in Delhi-NCR after
India Meteorological
Department's (IMD) several
predictions made in the last
15 days went wrong.

Reacting to the arrival of
monsoon on Tuesday,
Madhavan Rajeevan,
Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, tweeted, "Finally
Monsoon Rains over Delhi!
Even though monsoon con-
ditions were prevailing the
last 2-3 days, India MET
dept was waiting for these
rains to declare the onset of
monsoon. Last 2 days it has
rained everywhere sur-
rounding Delhi, except
Delhi."

Mehul Choksi allowed to go back

to Antigua for treatment
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian Fugitive jeweller Mehul Choksi,
who is wanted in India in Rs 13,500 crore
Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud case,

was allowed to travel back to Antigua and
Barbuda after he was granted bail by a
Dominica High Court.

The latest court order comes as a setback
for Indian agencies that had moved court in
Dominica to get Choksi repatriated to India.

Choksi's lawyer Vijay Aggarwal, told
reporter, "Yes, Choksi has been granted bail
on medical grounds."

He said, "Dominica courts finally upheld
the rule of law and rights of a human to be
treated in the medical facilities of his choice.
And all attempts by various agencies did not
bear fruits. There is a solace in saying that all
clever foxes end up as fur coats."

The court has asked Choksi to deposit
Eastern Caribbean dollars 10,000 (around Rs

2.75 lakh) as surety for the bail. 
His legal team approached the Dominica

high court last week seeking relief on the
ground that his health was deteriorating and
he needed urgent medical attention.

Will create imbalance: VHP objects
to UP's proposed 1-child policy

Team Absolute|Lucknow

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) has written a letter to
the Uttar Pradesh State Law

Commission, seeking removal of
the one-child norm from the draft
of its Population Control Bill.

In a two-page letter, the VHP
said that it agreed with the objects
of the draft Bill but certain sec-
tions need to be reconsidered as
they go 'beyond the said objec-
tives'.

The organisation said the one-
child policy norm in the draft
proposal is likely to lead to fur-
thering of the imbalance between
different communities and con-
traction of the population as well.

"The preamble of the Bill states
that this is a Bill, inter alia, to sta-
bilise the population and pro-
mote the two-child norm. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad agrees
with both objectives. However,
sections 5, 6(2) and 7 of the Bill,

which incentivise public servants
and others to have only one child
in the family, go well beyond the
said objects," VHP working presi-
dent Alok Kumar said in the letter
to the state Law Commission.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) has also urged the Uttar
Pradesh government to remove
the one-child norm from the draft
of its Population Control Bill, say-
ing it will lead to an imbalance in
the society.

The Yogi Adityanath-led gov-

ernment had recently put up a
draft of its population control Bill
on the website of the Uttar
Pradesh Law Commission invit-
ing suggestions from the public
till July 19.

The VHP further sought atten-
tion towards Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) mentioned in the docu-
ment, saying the Bill has an
objective to bring it to 1.7.

A policy aiming at an average
of less than 2 children per woman
leads to contraction of the popu-
lation over time, which has sever-
al negative social and economic
consequences, the VHP letter
said.

In a contracting population,
the ratio between the working-
age and dependent population
gets disrupted, said the VHP and
added that "in extreme cases, the
one-child policy would lead to a
situation where there is only one
working-age adult to look after 2
parents and 4 grandparents".

5 OF A FAMILY KILLED
IN CAR-TRUCK 
COLLISION IN UP
Jaunpur : Five people belonging
to a marriage party were killed on
Tuesday morning when the car
they were travelling in, collided
head on with a truck coming from
the opposite direction.

The incident took place in the
Jalalpur police circle on the
Varanasi-Lucknow national high-
way.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has expressed grief over the inci-
dent.The deceased were returning
from a wedding ceremony in
Varanasi when the car driver
apparently fell asleep. One person
was seriously injured in the
mishap.

The car turned into a mangled
heap of metal and gas cutters had
to be used to bring out the bodies.

A police spokesman said that
the bodies, all from one family,
have been sent for post mortem
and further investigations are
underway.

Gandhi and Mandela inspired students
from India and South Africa to come closer

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Voices Online, A digital plat-
form created last year to engage
students in creative and mean-

ingful online activities during the
pandemic times organized "Mandela
Gandhi International Exchange
Program '' to promote friendship
among students of various nations
and thereby enhance international
peace in future. The online inaugura-
tion of the event was organized on
Friday 9th July 2021. Tara Gandhi
Bhattacharjee, Granddaughter of
Mahatma Gandhi was present as the
chief guest of the event and inspired
the gathering with her inspirational
message on social values and respon-
sibilities. Anju Ranjan, The Consul

General of India at Johannesburg, SA
also joined in to share some impor-
tant information regarding several
projects of the government and inter-
acted with the students. 

Students represented their coun-
tries and shared interesting informa-
tion regarding history, tourist attrac-
tions, festivals, music, dance Art &
Culture of their own countries.

Ruhail Choudhury, an eminent
social activist and founder of The
Voices Online mentioned that more
than one lakh eighty thousand stu-
dents from all over the world are part
of this initiative and students from
many other countries are soon
expected to be a part of this interna-
tional exchange program to spread
international peace and friendship.

Lambda remains variant of interest
rather than variant of concern for now

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Lambda has now gone glo-
betrotting. According to a
recent World Health

Organisation (WHO) report, it
has been found in 29 countries,
writes Tara Hurst, Lecturer,
Biomedical Science,
Birmingham City University in
The Conversation.

The report states: "Lambda
has been associated with sub-
stantive rates of community
transmission in multiple coun-
tries, with rising prevalence over
time concurrent with increased
Covid-19 incidence."

Hurst writes that Peru cur-
rently has the highest number
of Covid-19 deaths per capita.
For every 100,000 of the popula-
tion, 596 have died of coron-
avirus.Hurst says that one of the
main reasons for the high num-

ber, is due to emergence of the
lambda variant, which currently
accounts for 97 per cent of cases
in Peru.

Hurst adds that the variant
contains many mutations,
which could increase transmis-
sibility and severity, reduce sus-
ceptibility to vaccines and con-

found diagnostics. It remains a
variant of interest rather than a
variant of concern, Hurst adds.

A preprint from the New York
University Grossman School of
Medicine looked at the effect of
the Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines against the lambda vari-
ant and found a two-to-three-

fold reduction in vaccine-elicit-
ed antibodies compared with
the original virus. In the scheme
of things, this is not a massive
loss of neutralising antibodies.
The researchers conclude that
these mRNA vaccines will prob-
ably remain protective against
the lambda variant.

Hurst says researchers from
the University of Chile investi-
gated the effect of the Sinovac
(also known as "CoronaVac")
vaccine against the lambda
variant. They also found a
threefold reduction in neutralis-
ing antibodies compared with
the original variant. Hurst adds
the fact that these two studies
found that neutralisation is at
least partially retained is prom-
ising, not least because this is
only one facet of the immune
response elicited by 
vaccination.

OOnn  JJuunnee  1144,,  tthhee  WWHHOO  ddeeccllaarreedd
llaammbbddaa  aa  ""gglloobbaall  vvaarriiaanntt  ooff
iinntteerreesstt""..  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  EEnnggllaanndd
ffoolllloowweedd  ssuuiitt  oonn  JJuunnee  2233,,  ddeessiigg--
nnaattiinngg  iitt  aa  ""vvaarriiaanntt  uunnddeerr  iinnvveess--
ttiiggaattiioonn""  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  iittss  ""iinntteerrnnaa--
ttiioonnaall  eexxppaannssiioonn  aanndd  sseevveerraall
nnoottaabbllee  mmuuttaattiioonnss""..  OOff  tthhee  eeiigghhtt
ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  ccaasseess  ooff  llaammbbddaa  iinn
tthhee  UUKK,,  mmoosstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lliinnkkeedd
ttoo  oovveerrsseeaass  ttrraavveell..
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  PPHHEE''ss  llaatteesstt  ""rriisskk
aasssseessssmmeenntt""  ((JJuullyy  88))  ooff  llaammbbddaa,,
tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  aa  ccoouunnttrryy
wwhheerree  llaammbbddaa  hhaass  oouuttccoommppeetteedd
ddeellttaa..  SSttuuddiieess  aarree  oonnggooiinngg,,  bbuutt
ffoorr  nnooww,,  llaammbbddaa  rreemmaaiinnss  aa  vvaarrii--
aanntt  ooff  iinntteerreesstt  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  aa
vvaarriiaanntt  ooff  ccoonncceerrnn..

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on Tuesday said social media had
made desecration of a public figure's reputation "child's
play", as it

slammed activist Saket
Gokhale for posting
defamatory tweets
against former United
Nations Assistant
Secretary General
Lakshmi Puri, wife of
Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.The court directed Gokhale to immediately delete
the tweets alleging Puri had purchased certain property in
Switzerland which was disproportionate to her income.

A bench of Justice C. Hari Shankar said: "In the age of social
media, desecration of the reputation of a public figure has
become child's play. All that is needed is the opening of a
social media account and, thereafter, the posting of messages
on the account.""It is an unfortunate truism, of human nature
- which forms subject matter of philosophical debate since
ages - that we prefer brickbats to bouquets."

Justice Shankar made it clear if Gokhale, fails to delete the
tweets, then Twitter is directed to take down those URLs.

IN SOCIAL MEDIA AGE, 
DESECRATION OF REPUTATION
CHILD'S PLAY: HC 
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In the first 11 days of July,
Maharashtra reported 88,130
Covid-19 cases amid the looming

fear of a third wave. Experts have said
this rise in coronavirus cases could be
the precursor for another wave as
Maharashtra has shown similar
trends in the previous two waves.

Delhi, which reported 25,000 cases
during the second wave, has recorded
only 870 cases between July 1 and 11.
Kerala is the only state in the country
that has reported more cases than
Maharashtra. From July 1 to July 10,
Kerala has reported 1,28,951 Covid-19
cases.Within Maharashtra, Kolhapur
district has been reporting 3,000
cases over the last fortnight while
Mumbai has been reporting below

600 cases since the last three days. Dr
Shashank Joshi, member of the Covid
Task Force, has said the situation in
Kolhapur is unique as it has the high-
est vaccination percentage and also
the highest positivity rate.

"We have a thick tail due to the
Delta strain, social mixing with no

Covid-appropriate behaviour and a
slow pace of vaccination. The human
mind is unable to be contained at
home either due to compulsion or
fatigue, which helps the virus gain an
entry if double masking and right
behaviour is not adhered to," said
Joshi.Maharashtra reported the first

cases/clusters in the country during
both peaks. The rising cases could
indicate another upwards trend in the
Covid graph.Dr Chandrashekar T,
Chief Intensivist at Fortis
Hiranandani Hospital, said, "Towards
the end of the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic, the number of
reported cases in Mumbai and
Maharashtra were significantly low.
However, in the first 10 days of July
2021, the total number of positive
cases is 79,500, a significantly high
number."Experts have said that the
number of cases in July is alarming
and various districts in Maharashtra
have witnessed peaks at different
times. The overall graph suggests that
the virus is still in
circulation."Considering the rise in
the numbers again (in July 2021), if
you relate it to the time just before the
first and second spike, Maharashtra
and Mumbai reported a relatively
high number of positive cases just
before the two waves. Hence, it is
alarming for the healthcare, adminis-
trative, and government authorities as
this might be the precursor to a third
wave, and we need to be prepared for
it," said Dr Chandrashekar.

RISING COVID CASES IN MAHARASHTRA COULD

BE PRECURSOR TO THIRD WAVE, WARN EXPERTS
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Congress on Tuesday said that its
Maharashtra unit President Nana Patole's
recent controversial remarks were "mis-

construed" and "taken out of context".
"Nana Patole's statements were distorted,

taken out of context... It was all a creation of the
media which created a misunderstanding. He
has also explained what he actually meant,"
Maharashtra in charge H.K. Patil told media
persons.He said Patole has said that the crux of
his assertions was directed at the Central gov-
ernment, and hence the matter is closed now.
Patil added that it would not be proper for the
other Maha Vikas Aghadi allies - Shiv Sena and
the Nationalist Congress Party - to comment on
the matter after Patole's clarification.
"Rajdharma doesn't permit anything which
created inconvenience for the alliance part-
ners. The MVA government is stable and will
last its full term," Patil asserted, drawing a
clear line for the allies.Patole's statement in
Lonavala on Sunday - claiming Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, were "watching" him had sparked
off a political row among the ruling allies with
the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party also
jumping into the frothing cauldron.

Patil's assurances came in the presence of
top central and state leaders like Vamshi

Reddy, state ministers Balasaheb Thorat,
Ashok Chavan, Working Presidents Naseem
Khan, Chandrakant Handore, Shivajirao
Moghe, Basavraj Patil, Praniti Shinde, Kunal
Patil, Manikrao Thakre, Prithviraj Chavan,
Mohan Joshi, etc. Patil further said that the
issue of Maharashtra Speaker's post was a "set-
tled matter" and it would go to the Congress -
as has been earlier indicated by NCP President
Sharad Pawar and Sena leaders. Amid a clam-
our in sections of the party to contest future
elections independently, Patil also held a
series of meetings with the Congress leaders, a
day after the Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge visited the state for
a similar exercise.The party is launching all-
out preparations for the upcoming crucial
elections to 24 Zilla Parishads, 144
Municipalities and 22 Municipal Corporations
across the state, which will be a litmus test for
the 20-month-old MVA government's per-
formance.

Congress says Nana Patole's
comments 'misconstrued'

The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation has
planned to reclaim 111-
hectare area in the Arabian
Sea which is 12 times the
size of Oval Maidan at
Mumbai's Churchgate.
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At least 68 inmates and an
employee of the central jail in
Maharashtra's Raigad district

have tested positive for COVID-19, an
official said on Tuesday.

The inmates and jail staffers were
administered COVID-19 tests on
Monday, following which 68 prison-
ers tested positive for the infection,
the jail superintendent said.

The infected persons, including a
jail staffer, have been shifted to a
COVID-19 centre in Nehuli village,
around 4 km from Alibaug city, for
treatment, the official added.

The district administration has also
identified COVID-19 hotspots in 36
villages in Alibaug taluka, it was stat-

ed.
Meanwhile Raigad district has

received 1318.09 millimetres of rain-
fall since June 1, which is 41.94 per

cent of the yearly average rainfall, an
official said on Tuesday.

In a 24-hour period ending at
8:30am on Tuesday, Tala got 239 mm

of rainfall, followed by 204 mm in
Murud, 197 mm in Mangaon and 123
mm in Alibag among others, while
Mahad taluka received the lowest at
70 mm, he added. On Monday, the
district received heavy rainfall, with
Murud getting 346 mm in a span of
24 hours, leaving Kharikwada,
Nandgaon, Usroli, Borli, User and
Aadad villages flooded, leading to the
evacuation of 500 people from these
areas to safer places, he said.

A man identified as Vijay Chavan
died in Ekdara village after a minor
bridge collapsed on Alibag-Murud
road, while one Aditya Kadam fell
into Chambhar Khind valley, border-
ing Mahad and Mangaon talukas, and
died en route to a hospital in Mumbai
for treatment, the official informed.

Raigad received 1318.09 mm rainfall

68 Raigad jail inmates test positive for COVID-19  
The district administration has also identified COVID-19 hotspots in 36
villages in Alibaug taluka.
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For the second time in six
months, the Mahanagar
Gas Ltd on Tuesday

announced hike in prices of
Compressed Natural Gas and
Domestic Piped Natural Gas
for Mumbai and surrounding
areas, with effect from mid-
night July 13-14, officials said.

The rate of CNG - used in
over 800,000 vehicles - has
been hiked by Rs 2.58/kg, tak-
ing it up to Rs 51.98/kg, rais-
ing fresh fears of a correspon-
ding increase in the fares for
public transport vehicles.The
price of Domestic PNG has
been increased by
Rs.0.55/Standard Cubic Metre
and the new rates will be Rs
30.40/SCM in Slab 1 and Rs
36/SCM in Slab 2, for the
800,000-plus customers in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
region.

After the last hike on
February 8, the MGL's new
rates came as people in
Mumbai reel under steep
petrol prices of over Rs
105/litre and diesel prices
hovering around Rs 100/litre.

However, the MGL said
that despite the fresh revision
in prices of CNG - to offset
operational costs and
increase in gas pipeline trans-
portation costs, it is around
67 per cent and 47 per cent
cheaper than petrol and
diesel, respectively.

Likewise, the price of
Domestic PNG is around 35
percent cheaper than the
Domestic Liquified
Petroleum Gas, besides 
addition

MGL again hikes prices

of CNG, domestic PNG
The MGL said that
despite the fresh
revision in prices of
CNG - to offset
operational costs
and increase in gas
pipeline transporta-
tion costs, it is
around 67 per cent
and 47 per cent
cheaper than petrol
and diesel, 
respectively.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After the latest controversial state-
ment made by the state Congress
Chief Nana Patol regarding his

movement getting tracked by CM and
Home Minister there were reports of
another flashpoint between MVA part-
ners. Amidst this Chaos on Tuesday
State Congress, top leaders had a meet-
ing with State Congress in-charge HK
Patil.

According to sources State Congress
leaders are not happy with Patole and

his leadership. Especially the way so far
he had made comments about alliance
partners and expressed the wish to go
solo has made the Congress cabinet
minister uncomfortable. According to
sources, Congress Ministers had to face
a lot of questions from other alliance
partners after Nana Patole makes any
controversial comment. According to a
source in MVA, Ajit Pawar and CM
Uddhav Thackeray are not happy with
the snooping allegations which Nana
Patol levelled against them during one
party function in Lonavla last week.
Further, the source said that NCP and
Shiv Sena had conveyed their to party
about how Patole's comments are
showing MVA in a bad light.

According to sources within
Congress, in today's meeting with HK
Patil many top Congress leaders raised
the issue of Patole's comments which

showed that there are cracks within
MVA. In the last coordination commit-
tee meeting Sena - NCP leaders raised
questions over Nana Patole's statement
about Going Solo in upcoming elec-
tions. Later Uddhav Thackeray person-
ally criticised his statement without tak-
ing his name on foundation day cele-
bration of Shiv Sena party.

Recently While interacting with
Media in Baramati, Sharad Pawar was
asked the question about Patole alleged
Snooping charges against the CM of
Maharashtra, Pawar said, that he will
only react to comments of senior lead-
ers and by any other leader.

Meanwhile, Patole, while speaking on
the issue said, "It's my job to strengthen
the party and energise the cadre. I'm
doing my job even Pawar and
Thackeray are trying to do that, so why
are you opposing me?"

Maharashtra Congress leaders
not happy with Patole?

Top Congress leaders of
Maharashtra  Met HK Patil in
Mumbai on Tuesday and dis-
cuss the situation of
Congress in Maharashtra.

Team Absolute|Thane

Rattled by a 'Gandhi-giri'
style message sticking
out of an open manhole

on a footpath, Thane
Municipal Corporation
(TMC) officials swooped there
at lightning speed for a 'cover-
up' operation, here on
Tuesday.

Earlier this morning, citi-
zens hurrying to work paused
momentarily to glance at a
bouquet of flowers with the
legend 'Saheb' blooming out
of a yawning manhole, posing
serious danger to pedestrians.
As many bemused people
clicked furiously on their
mobile phones and made the
photos and videos viral, TMC

officials scurried to the spot,
surveyed the shoddy work
done by the contractors and
ordered urgent repairs to the
footpath. Local activist Dr
Binu Varghese - who shared
pictures and videos of that
ugly stretch - claimed the
open manholes are opposite
the home of local Bharatiya
Janata Party legislator Sanjay
Kelkar and near the old home
of Nationalist Congress Party's

Housing Minister Dr Jitendra
Awhad.

"Despite the clearly visible
hazards, neither the local civic
authorities nor the elected
leaders from Thane seem
bothered. Whoever has plant-
ed the bouquet with the
telling message ('Saheb'- Sir)
has done a quiet service to
society," Dr Varghese pointed
out.However, by noon, almost
the entire footpath wore a

swank, new look, with all the
missing/damaged
manhole/gutter covers
replaced and even the 'bou-
quet' yanked off from the spot,
and no apparent pitfalls.Dr
Varghese recalled how last
month (June 10) two women
had fallen into an open gutter
on a footpath in Bhandup in
adjoining Mumbai, where the
covers were apparently
pushed aside by heavy rains
and floods.Both the women
managed to clamber out
without injuries even as
Mumbai Mayor Kishori
Pednekar rushed to inspect
the spot and ordered the
BrihanMumbai Municipal
Corporation to do the needful
that day.

'Gandhi-giri' message spurs Thane
civic body to fix open manholes 
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The Rs 25,000 crore
Maharashtra State
Cooperative Bank scam

affected more than 03 lakh
farmers of Maharashtra. The
number of victim farmers
can go much above 3 lakh.
Enforcement Directorate has
found out that the accused
directors of Maharashtra
State Cooperative Bank and
other politicians exploited
more than 03 lakh farmers. 

Farmers are associated
with the Sugar Mills
Cooperative Society in multi-
ple ways. Once the mills were
being set up in Maharashtra,
many farmers donated land
to these sugar mills in return
of shares at these sugar mills.
The directors of MSCB bank
bought these Cooperative
sugar mills via private entities
which were actually shell
companies at throw away
prices. Once the sugar mills
went to these dummy private

entities, farmers lost their
stakes and their lands at
these sugar mills.

The famers who were in
contract with these sugar
mills were only allowed to
produce sugar cane and sell
it the Cooperative sugar
mills. These farmers were
supposed to get 10-30%
above the MRP for their pro-
duce. This amount used to be
given to the Cooperative
sugar mills by the central
govt. The amount was trans-
ferred in MSCB and was
given to the farmers. But, the
bank (its directors, office
bearers and other politicians)
instead of giving the amount
to the farmers siphoned off
this money.

Third manner in which the
farmers got impacted were
when RBI put restrictions on
MSCB, the bank and its
branches in which the farm-
ers used to maintain their
savings accounts and other
deposits.

MSCB scam: 

More than 3 lakh farmers of
Maharashtra victims of the scam
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The BrihanMumbai Municipal
Corporation on Monday said that a
new 'Antibodies Cocktail Treatment'

combining two drugs has apparently
worked wonders on Covid-19 patients, as
per trials conducted recently.

A mixture of the two drugs - Casirivimab
and Indevimab, both manufactured by the
pharma giant Roche India - was adminis-
tered to 212 patients above the age of 12 -
and the results of the pilot project are
extremely encouraging, Seven Hills
Hospital's Dean Dr Balkrishna Adsul said.

"The patients were selected carefully,
with their weight above 40 kg, with mild-to-
medium symptoms of Covid-19, and at
least one co-morbidity condition. They
were administered the 'antibodies cocktail'
for an hour through saline under medical

supervision," he said.
"Most importantly, it can be adminis-

tered to patients having diabetes, high
blood pressure, kidney problems, heart dis-
eases, asthma and other acute respiratory
diseases, sickle cell, cerebral palsy, etc" he
added.

The results of 199 of the 212 patients'
response to the 'antibody cocktail' therapy
have been received, with pleasant surprise
for the civic and medical authorities.

None of the patients have exhibited any
side-effects and their body temperatures
(fever) dropped to normal within 48 hours,
plus the death rate has fallen steeply by 70
per cent.

"Besides, their hospital stay was reduced
to barely 5-6 days from the current 14-15
days and we can also give this 'antibody
cocktail' to patients as OPD, without need-
ing admission to the hospital," Adsul said.

So far, only one (0.5 per cent) patient
required oxygen supply even after taking

the drugs cocktail, he added of the pilot
project, which was implemented during the
past four weeks.

"More trials will be conducted on this
'antibody cocktail'. This could revolutionise
the Covid-19 treatment and help us better
manage the potential 'third wave' expect-
ed," Seven Hills Hospital OSD Dr
Maharudra Kumbhar told IANS.

Then US President Donald Trump, who
was infected last year, had been adminis-
tered a similar 'antibody cocktail' - being
tested in that country since November 2020
- and he showed remarkable improvement
in his health.

Incidentally, health officials said that the
drugs used for the cocktail therapy are
actually deployed for third or terminal
stage cancer treatment, which are now
proving useful for Covid-19.

Kumbhar said that given the promising
results derived in the pilot project, the
health authorities have asked several more

civic hospitals and medical colleges to
administer the cocktail to their Covid-19
patients over the next one or two months.

Thereafter, medical experts will study the
outcome from all the trials, publish a
research paper and then the civic and state
health departments would take further
necessary steps in the matter.

Approved by BMC Commissioner I. S.
Chahal and implemented by Additional
Municipal Commissioner Suresh Kakani,
Family Welfare Commissioner,
Maharashtra, Ramaswamy, of the 199
patients, 101 are in the age group of 18-45,
45 aged between 45-459, 53 above 60 years,
and at least 4 were earlier on oxygen sup-
port.

Civic officials are in high spirits and are
optimistic that with the success of the 'anti-
body cocktails' in the pilot projects, the
state will confidently deliver a 'kick' to the
Covid-19 virus in the anticipated third
wave.

BMC's new Antibodies Cocktail Treatment gives sharp 'kick' to Covid
A mixture of the two drugs - Casirivimab and Indevimab, both manufactured by the
pharma giant Roche India - was administered to 212 patients above the age of 12 -
and the results of the pilot project are extremely encouraging, Seven Hills Hospital's
Dean Dr Balkrishna Adsul said.

03maharashtra
Mumbai, Wednesday, July 14, 2021
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In an important verdict, Madhya
Pradesh high court's principal
bench in Jabalpur on Tuesday

ordered the state government to make
recruitments with 14% OBC quota
and keep 13% as 'reserve'. The HC
clarified that the 14% reservation for
backward classes should continue
and posted the matter for hearing on
August 10.

During the hearing, the state gov-
ernment has pleaded before the court
that in view of the possible third wave,
appointment of physicians was
imperative. The HC on this allowed
the state government to prepare the
merit list with 27% reservation but
directed the state government that
posting could only be given with 14%
OBC reservation.

The state government contended
that the OBC population was more
than 50% in the state, and offering
them 27% reservation was justified.
The petitioners opposing the
increased reservation cited that the
Supreme Court had in May rejected a
similar demand of Maratha reserva-
tion brought in by the Maharashtra
government. One of the counsels of
the petitioners claimed that in accor-
dance with SC's judgment pro-
nounced in Indira Sahani case, reser-
vation cannot exceed the upper limit

of 50%.The state government empha-
sised that the apex court had also
specified that the 50% limit can be
breached in special circumstances,
urging the HC to consider OBC popu-
lation as special case.Former chief
minister Kamal Nath had announced
to increase the OBC quota to 27% in
the state in 2019. However, several
petitions were filed with the HC,
opposing the move. The Congress and

the BJP got engaged in a war of words
over who the well-wisher of the OBC
was. The petitioners in the case
included OBC students, OBC Joint
Front, OBC advocate welfare commit-
tee and other social organisations.
One of the lawyers, Rameshwar
Thakur, had also challenged the con-
stitutional validity of the EWS quota. A
total of 31 petitions are pending with
the HC over increased quota.

HC ORDERS GOVT TO MAKE

RECRUITMENT WITH 14% OBC QUOTA
During the hearing, the state government contended that the OBC
population was more than 50% in the state, and offering them 27%
reservation was justified.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that Ladli Laxmi
Yojana will be linked with educa-

tion and employment. To establish the
notion in the society that daughter is not
a burden but a support for old age.
Ladlis, registered under Ladli Laxmi
Yojana, contribute to the society by
becoming strong, capable, capable and
self-dependent, for this every possible
guidance and encouragement will be
provided to the Ladli Laxmis for higher
education, vocational education,
employment, self-employment etc.
Necessary arrangements will be made
under Ladli Laxmi Yojana for economic
empowerment, skill enhancement and
making them self-reliant. For this, the
scheme will be given a new look.

Chouhan was addressing a meeting
organized at Mantralaya on Ladli Laxmi
Yojana.Chouhan said that class wise
trekking would be done for the continua-
tion of education of all the girls regis-
tered under Ladli Laxmi Yojana. A portal
will be developed for the trekking of
Ladli Laxmi girl from first to 12th stan-
dard. For the personality development of
Ladli Laxmis, they would be associaoted
with activities like NCC and  NSS.
Chouhan said that necessary guidance
and encouragement would be provided
for higher education or technical/ voca-
tional education after 12th standard
according to Ladli Laxmi's interest, skill
and ability. Arrangements for counseling

and coaching will also be made for com-
petitive examinations. Necessary training
and skill up-gradation opportunities will
also be provided to the girls to connect
them with startups, small-medium
industries and employment in the pri-
vate sector.Chouhan said that an amount
of 20 thousand rupees would be provid-
ed to the girls registered under the
scheme after completing their studies up
to class 12th as an incentive for further
education or vocational training. Out of
one lakh rupees, the remaining 80 thou-
sand rupees will be paid on attaining the
age of 21 years.Chouhan said that the
scheme would also be linked with health
and nutrition for the all-round develop-
ment of the girl child. Arrangement of
other necessary health check-ups
including anaemia and availability of
nutritious food will be ensured for the
beneficiary girl child. Ladli Laxmi's par-
ents will be encouraged to invest in
schemes like Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
run for the welfare of the girl child. It is
being considered to provide incentives
from the state government. This will also

inculcate the habit of saving in the par-
ents.

Chouhan said that gram panchayats
and urban local bodies would be
rewarded for ensuring better sex ratio in
the state.Chouhan said that Ladli Laxmi
Yojna should not be confined only to a
scheme providing financial assistance. It
is necessary to give a positive environ-
ment and constant encouragement to
the girl child. Girls have to be made to
feel that they are of special importance to
their parents and society. They have to
believe that they can achieve new
dimensions and achievements in life.

Chouhan said that three or four inspi-
rational programs should be organized
every year to encourage and communi-
cate with the girl child. This will also lead
to better personality development of the
girl child.It was informed in the meeting
that 39 lakh 37 thousand girls are regis-
tered under Ladli Laxmi Yojana in the
state. Rs 9,150 crore is deposited in Ladli
Laxmi Nidhi. So far, 136 crore scholar-
ships have been distributed to 5 lakh 91
thousand 203 school going girls. Ladli
Laxmi Act 2018 is effective in the state.
Under the scheme, at present, a scholar-
ship of Rs 2,000 is provided for admis-
sion in class 6, Rs 4,000 for admission in
class 9, Rs 6,000 on admission in class 11
and Rs 6,000 for admission in class 12.
There is a system of payment of one lakh
rupees for the girl child to appear in the
12th examination and not marry till the
age of 18 years and after completing 21
years.

Chouhan reviews Ladli Laxmi Yojana 

Scheme will be linked with education and
employment: CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Establish the idea of "daughter is not a burden but a
support of old age" in the society.
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Madhya Pradesh on
Monday added 1,478
'backlog deaths' from

the second wave of the pan-
demic till June 30 to its exist-

ing record taking the Covid-
19 death toll to 10,506 from
9,027 deaths reported in the
state until Sunday.

The additional deaths
came to the fore after the gov-
ernment on June 26 issued a
letter to all district authorities
urging them to report any
deaths till June 30 which were
not added so far on the gov-
ernment's 'Sarthak' portal.
The exercise was started after
Chhavi Bharadwaj, Mission
director of National Health
Mission, issued an order.

During the second wave of
Covid-19, all the positive
cases, total deaths and recov-
ery rates are uploaded on
Sarthak through Form 3A by
district administration.
However, according to senior
government officials, the
deaths which mostly took

place in private hospitals or of
those patients under home
isolation were left out from
the Sarthak portal. It was
these deaths that were identi-
fied following the letter of
June 26.The issue of the left
out deaths that were added to
the state's tally was also dis-
cussed in a review meeting
held by Chief Minister, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Tuesday.
Madhya Pradesh has been
facing allegations of under-
reporting Covid-19 deaths.
The Indian Express had
reported in April that the offi-
cial death toll in Bhopal alone
was 109 while the three
Covid-19 designated crema-
toriums and one graveyard
had carried out over 2,500
cremations  far outnumber-
ing the state's tally for the
month of April.

After government push, State adds
1,478 Covid 'backlog' deaths to tally

The additional
deaths came to the
fore after the gov-
ernment on June 26
issued a letter to all
district authorities
urging them to
report any deaths
till June 30 which
were not added so
far on the govern-
ment's 'Sarthak'
portal.
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The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday
announced that it will pro-

vide an allowance of Rs 1,000
every month to widows of the
Bhopal gas tragedy victims.

More than 15,000 people are
estimated to have died over the
years due to the 1984 gas leak.

"This is in addition to the social
security pension for the surviving
widows of the Bhopal gas leak vic-
tims," state Home Minister
Narottam Mishra told reporters.
He said that the decision was
taken despite objections from the
state's finance department.

Mishra also claimed that the
previous Kamal Nath-led
Congress government had
stopped the additional pension in
2019. He said the earlier Bharatiya
Janata Party government had initi-
ated the scheme in 2013 and the
present Shivraj Singh Chouhan
government decided to resume it.

However, reports suggest that

the scheme was discontinued
once even during the previous BJP
regime, before Nath became the
chief minister in December 2018.
More than 5,000 women come
under the ambit of the scheme.

The scheme was first approved
by the erstwhile Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance gov-
ernment at the Centre in 2010,
according to NDTV. The expense
was borne both by the central
(75%) and state government
(25%).The Centre had then provid-
ed Rs 35 crore to the Bhopal dis-
trict magistrate for the purpose.
However, the scheme was discon-
tinued between April 2016 and

November 2017 and then revived
in December 2017, the news
channel reported. The BJP was in
power in the state during this peri-
od.The Congress government
once again stopped the scheme in
December 2019, a year after it
came to power.

Rachna Dhingra, a member of
Bhopal Group for Information and
Action, a non-government organi-
sation working for survivors of the
tragedy, welcomed the announce-
ment made on Tuesday. She said
the widows have not received
allowances since December 2019
and demanded that the arrears
are paid immediately.

Bhopal gas tragedy: 

MP approves Rs 1,000 additional
allowance for widows of victims
More than 15,000 people
are estimated to have
died due to the 1984 gas
leak.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Detailed guidelines
have been issued by
the Public Works

Department under the new
transfer policy of the state
government. Under this, all
orders from transfer order to
notice of discharge will be
issued only through the offi-
cial e-mail ID of the depart-
ment. Principal Secretary
Public Works Neeraj Mandloi
has said that the interests of
the employees have been
kept in mind in the transfer
process. Transfers will be
done as per the cadre wise
quota fixed by the state gov-
ernment. He has clarified
that it will be mandatory to

be relieved within 7 days
after the transfer; disciplinary
action will be taken for not
taking charge of the work.

Mandloi said that the
Transfer Policy 2020-21
issued by the General
Administration Department
will be strictly followed in the
Public Works Department.
He said that the department
has also issued detailed
guidelines for the employees
affected by Covid-19 in the
past. Except for the district
level cadre, the orders of all
the Class one, two and three
government personnel will
be issued from the state gov-
ernment level. The govern-
ment employee will be com-
pulsorily relieved within 7

days of transfer; the Chief
Engineer of the concerned
zone will be responsible for
this.Mandloi informed that
the certification of head of
office will be mandatory on
transfer application with
mutual consent. He has clari-
fied that while scrutiny of
transfer proposals, it will be
made sure that the eligibility
for the charge of the higher
post in the eligibility list (time
scale pay scale) issued by the
department is not affected.
The government personnel
whose transfers have been
done in the past with the
coordination of the Chief
Minister will be clearly men-
tioned while preparing the
present transfer proposal. 

Public Works Department issues
detailed instructions for transferTeam Absolute|Bhopal

Make concrete arrangements to deal with the
possible third wave of Kovid. Perform better
in the implementation of the government's

public welfare schemes and programs, as well as
make such arrangements to ensure that the benefici-
aries get timely benefits. Pay special attention to qual-
ity in government construction works. Negligence in
quality will not be tolerated. These instructions were
given by the Minister of State for School Education
(Independent Charge) and General Administration
and Betul district in-charge Minister Inder Singh
Parmar in a marathon review meeting of the District
Planning Committee at Betul to review the progress
of implementation of the schemes run in the district.

Parmar said that adequate supply of urea should
be arranged in the interest of farmers, as well as
strictly stop the sale and manufacture of illicit liquor
in the district. Shri Parmar said that the complaints
regarding electricity bills should be properly
redressed by the Electricity Department, so that the
consumers do not face any kind of problem.

In the meeting, Parmar while reviewing the relief
arrangements in the event of heavy rains or floods in

the district, directed that proper arrangements
should be made by the administration, police and
home guards to deal with any emergency. Ensure
that all emergency equipment is in good standing
and relief personnel are on alert. During this, he also
reviewed other relief arrangements. During the
review of Chief Minister's Covid-19 schemes, the
Minister-in-Charge, directed to give benefits by
speedy disposal of pending applications of all eligible
beneficiaries. While reviewing the public distribution
system, Parmar said that the ration distribution sys-
tem in the district should be smooth and proper, so
that the complaints or problems related to this
should be resolved seriously. The government is soon
starting the system of distribution of ration in packing
bags.While reviewing the Covid vaccination cam-
paign, the Minister in-charge said that efforts should

be made by all to ensure that no person is deprived of
vaccination. He said that better arrangements should
be made in the district to deal with the possible third
wave of Corona.While reviewing the Prime Minister's
Rural and Urban Housing Scheme, Parmar said that
only the eligible should be given the benefit of hous-
ing after conducting survey under the scheme. Along
with this, it should be ensured that the instalments of
the scheme are received on time. He also reviewed
the status of completion of approved tap-water
schemes in the district under Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, Public Works, Public Health
Engineering and Jal Jeevan Mission. Care should be
taken that there should not be unnecessary hin-
drance in the works of MP and MLA
funds.Instructions were given by Parmar, for proper
monitoring of free uniform distribution system to the
students. He said that in the event of the opening of
the school, the education system should start imme-
diately, such arrangements should be ensured from
now on.Parmar inspected the Government
Agricultural Higher Secondary School building and
other arrangements of the School,  Betul Bazar to be
developed under the CM Rise scheme. Parmar said
that schools are being made with all facilities. 

Concrete arrangements should be made to deal with the possible third wave of Covid: Parmar

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Governor Mangubhai Patel has said that
education is the first step towards
progress. Whatever work an educated per-

son does, it is better than others. The effect of
education brings about a change in the attitude
and living style of a person. He said that daugh-
ters connect two families. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to pay a lot of attention to the education of
girls. Patel was addressing people on Tuesday
during a vaccination camp in Bijasan Basti, after
distributing benefits of various welfare schemes.
It may be noted that Patel reached in the pro-
gramme with baskets of fruits for the children.

Patel said that it was for the first time in 100
years, that the calamity of Corona shook the
whole world. Even a powerful country like
America was shocked. The incident was very

painful for the entire human society and gave us
many lessons. We realised how lack of oxygen
can be fatal. Under such unfavourable circum-
stances, our Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave
us the mantra of 'Jaan hai to jahan hai', and
saved us by appealing all to avoid crowds and
stay at home. He provided ventilators, PPE kits
for hospitals, names we had not even heard of

before. The pandemic spread to big cities in the
first phase and to villages in the second phase,
because we did not adhere to discipline in our
concern. He said that there is only one mantra to
protect against Covid epidemic, 'Jaan hai to
jahan hai'. We have to protect our own lives. He
said that experts are warning of the third stage.
Great care needs to be taken so that this phase

does not cause harm. Recalling the services of
frontline workers, he expressed his respect
towards them.Governor Patel said that the
schemes implemented by the central govern-
ment and the state government are all to help us
move forward. It is necessary to take advantage
of them and try to move ahead. He said that total
sincerity in work is needed to make the govern-
ment schemes successful. If you have taken a
loan in any scheme, then its instalment should
be given on time, because if one person messes
up then many people will suffer from it. That is
why it is necessary that along with taking advan-
tage of the schemes, we should help others also
to move forward. He said that school bags,
copies, books and other materials have been
provided to the children in the programme.
Those who have got this material, should use it
to acquire better education which will be consid-

ered a success of the scheme.
Patel said that many grants and scholarships

are given by the government for the education of
girls, so that they can acquire better education.
He said that PM Modi has paid a lot of attention
to the education of the girl child. When he
became the Chief Minister of Gujarat, he put in a
lot of efforts for the education of girls. It is the
responsibility of the parents to make the children
understand the importance of education.
Regular practice is essential for studies.

Patel also visited the vaccination camp being
organized in Bijasan Basti. Vaccination certificate
was given to Vinod Kumar. He distributed certifi-
cates of Pradhan Mantri Swanidhi Yojana,
Ayushman card, Ladli Laxmi certificate, letters of
approval of Pradhan Mantri Matrutva Vandana
Yojana, school kits to Anganwadi children and
adolescent girls.

Governor interacts with residents of urban area and distributed benefits

Make efforts to move ahead with government schemes: Governor 
Education is the first step of progress, educated girl child is the basis of progress: Governor
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After abrogation of Article 370, 35A,
bringing in Citizenship
Amendment Act and passing law

against the misuse of Triple Talaq, is
this the time for population control bill
and Uniform Civil Code to become a
reality in the country? The Uttar
Pradesh government has already
released the draft proposal of the bill
seeking suggestions from various quar-
ters. The Assam Government too wants
to codify two-child norm in the state.

But it is learnt that the Central gov-
ernment wants to fathom repercussions
of enacting these laws before imple-
menting them at the Centre. The Uttar
Pradesh government is planning to
implement this just before 2022
Assembly elections. This will certainly
have its impact on elections as the nar-
rative created so far suggests that the UP
government wants to check population
explosion in the state especially target-
ting people from the Muslim communi-
ty who don't follow two-child norn
despite government's appeal to follow
the family planning since long.

However, even some of the saffron
outfits have raised objections over cer-
tain incentive announced in the draft
bill of the UP government saying that
the bill will rather reduce the Hindu
population as the community will go for
it causing demographic imbalance
especially incentives like 4 increments
for government officials having single
child.

But various saffron outfits were on
the same page on the issue of popula-
tion control. Not only the BJP but
organisations like RSS have been advo-
cating a pan-India law on population
control for long that should be uniform
for all communities and override reli-
gious or social restrictions pertaining to
family planning. As the RSS was of the
view that the policy would check the
imbalance in total fertility rates (TFR) or
the average number of children a
woman will have during her childbear-
ing years, claiming that even in states
with the ideal TFR of 2.1 such as Kerala,
there is a mismatch among communi-
ties.

In the Population Policy-2021 of UP, it
is claimed that clear provisions have

been made to ensure health services for
all and to pay special attention to preg-
nant women, infants, sick newborns
and children who are severely malnour-
ished. Through the new policy, a target
has been set to bring the Gross Fertility
Rate to 2.1 by the year 2026 and the
Gross Fertility Rate to 1.9 by the year
2030.The fertility rate of Uttar Pradesh
was 3.3 in 2016, while the national aver-
age was 2.6. At present, due to continu-
ous efforts the fertility rate of the state is
2.7, while the national average is 2.3.
Similarly maternal mortality rate is 197
today as compared to 258 in 2016, but
today the national average is 113.
Talking about IMR, in 2016 UP's IMR
was 53, today it is 43. But the national
average was 42 then, 33 today. 

Population is being held responsible
for every evil in society. So the New
Population Policy is not only concerned
with population stabilization but also
concerned with providing the way to
prosperity in the life of every citizen.
With the New Population Policy 2021-
2030, efforts will be made to increase
the accessibility of contraceptive meas-
ures issued under the Family Planning
Programme and provide a proper sys-
tem for safe abortions. The effort of
population stabilization needs wider
awareness in the society as population
growth is directly proportional to pover-
ty and illiteracy. So widespread aware-
ness is the only tool. Moreover, imple-
mentation through proposed legislation
will focus more on incentivisation than

punishment and disincentivization.
Actually population explosion can

create obstacles in the development of
the state and the country and it has
been discussed continuously for the last
4 decades in many forums. The coun-
tries and the states which have made
the required efforts in this regard have
also seen positive results, but still, there
is more to be done in this regard.

Even RSS Sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat pitched for common law to
ensure demographic balance in 2018
when he said that there should be a
population policy applicable to every-
one and implemented without excep-
tion. While opponents of the RSS and
the BJP perceive the population control
policies as coercive and intended
against the minority communities, sen-
ior functionaries of the Sangh say the
intent of a uniform law is to bring uni-
formity in the TFR rates and in turn, sta-
bilise India's burgeoning population. 

Bharatiya Janata Party MP in the
Rajya Sabha Rakesh Sinha introduced a
private members bill in 2019 on which a
discussion is likely to take place in the
next session of Parliament. All these
things suggest that the government is
serious about the issue and has certain
plans to implement it across the coun-
try as soon as they can. Supreme Court
lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay is campaign-
ing against population explosion with
his PILs. Let's see if this transpires to
become a reality or remains a poll gim-
mick.
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Pan-India plans with UP
population control bill!
Vinod Kumar Shukla 

The UN Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) Secretariat has released the first official
draft of a new Global Biodiversity Framework
to guide actions worldwide through 2030 to
preserve and protect nature and its essential
services to people. The framework includes 21
targets for 2030 that call for, among other
things, at least 30 per cent of land and sea
areas global, especially areas of particular
importance for biodiversity and its contribu-
tions to people, conserved through effective,
equitably managed, ecologically representa-
tive and well-connected systems of protected
areas and other effective area-based conserva-
tion measures. The framework, favours a 50
per cent of greater reduction in the rate of
introduction of invasive alien species, and con-
trols or eradication of such species to eliminate
or reduce their impacts. Reducing nutrients
lost to the environment by at least half, and
pesticides by at least two thirds, and eliminat-
ing the discharge of plastic waste. It calls for
nature-based contributions to global climate
change mitigation efforts of at least 10 GtCO2e
per year, and that all mitigation and adapta-
tion efforts avoid negative impacts on biodiver-
sity. Also redirecting, repurposing, reforming
or eliminating incentives harmful for biodiver-
sity, in a just and equitable way, reducing them
by at least $500 billion per year. A $200 billion
increase in international financial flows from
all sources to developing countries. More than
two years in development, the Framework will
undergo further refinement during online
negotiations in late summer before being pre-
sented for consideration at CBD's next meeting
of its 196 parties at COP-15 (fifteenth meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD),
scheduled for Kunming in China October 11-
24. The draft framework proposes four goals to
achieve, by 2050, humanity "living in harmony
with nature," a vision adopted by the CBD's
196 member parties in 2010. The draft Global
Biodiversity Framework notes that effective
implementation requires mobilizing resources
from both the public and private finance sec-
tors, ongoing identification of risk associated
with biodiversity loss capacity development,
technical and scientific cooperation, technolo-
gy transfer and innovation.

Management of nature 

Kathmandu|Agencies

Nepal President Bidhya Devi Bhandari on
Tuesday appointed Sher Bahadur Deuba,
leader of the opposition Nepali Congress

party, as the country's new Prime Minister.
The development came a day after the Supreme

Court overturned former Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli's decision to dissolve Parliament and
directed Bhandari to appoint Deuba as the Prime
Minister.

Already appointed as the Prime Minister four
times previously, Deuba, 69, will now take charge of
the Himalayan nation for the fifth time.

He is leading an alliance of four parties -- Nepali
Congress, Nepal Communist Party (Maoist Center),
Janata Samajbai Party and Rastriya Janamorcha.

In an address to the nation on Tuesday, Oli said
that he will abide by the Supreme Court verdict and
is going to vacate the post, but he has refused to
resign."I am leaving the post of Prime Minister due
to the mandamus of the Supreme Court not by
people's verdict," he said, adding: "I have the peo-
ple's mandate but leaving the office as per Supreme
Court's verdict."

"I have left the post and I am not worried too
because I have worked for the sake of Nepali peo-
ple," Oli said while also lambasting the Supreme
Court's verdict that "has overthrown him".Oli fur-

ther claimed that the apex court has crossed its
jurisdiction and decided over political matters.

Monday's verdict of the Supreme Court's consti-
tutional bench "will have a long-term and negative
impact on the multiparty parliamentary system", he
alleged.

Stating that he and his party will implement the
order of the court, Oli insisted that it is sure to
demolish the party system and multi-party democ-
racy. "The terms and language used in the verdict

has alarmed all those who believe in a multi-party
system. The order has violated the system of check
and balance (of power between state organs).

"This is just a temporary joy. It'll have a long-
term impact," Oli added.

Oli, who was appointed Prime Minister in
February 2018, almost enjoyed a two-third majority
but due to his high-handedness and poor-working
style, he was criticised by his own party leaders.In
March, the Supreme Court also invalidated the
unity between Oli's Nepal Communist Party-UML
and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Center).This decision not only divided the two
communist parties, but also put Oli in a minority.

The Maoist Center withdrew the support extend-
ed to Oli in May. After the Maoists withdrew their
support, Oli as per a constitutional provision went
for floor test. He failed to win the vote of confidence
after which he dissolved the House on May 21 and
declared the early elections in November.

This step was challenged in the court.
Simultaneously Deuba also claimed his majority

and filed a petition at the Supreme Court seeking
his appointment as next Prime Minister as he
enjoys the support of majority lawmakers.

Hearing Deuba's petition, the Supreme Court on
Monday issued a mandamus to the President Office
to appoint him within Tuesday evening and restore
the House.

DEUBA APPOINTED NEW NEPAL PM
Phnom Penh|Agencies

Cambodia will host the 13th Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) Summit on November
25 and 26 via videoconference, the

Foreign Ministry announced on Tuesday.
Cambodia will host the summit virtually

given that the Covid-19 pandemic still pre-
vails and emerging variants trigger new waves
in many parts of the world, including
Cambodia, said Foreign Ministry's secretary
of state Luy David, who is the ASEM Senior
Officials' Meeting (SOM) leader for the coun-
try.

"The decision has been made based on the
recommendation of the National Committee
for Combatting Covif-19 that a physical sum-
mit is neither safe for ASEM leaders to attend
nor practical as the virus continues to rage on
while travel restrictions are being re-imposed
by many countries," Xinhua news agency
quoted the ministry as saying.

The announcement comes after the ASEM
SOM was held via videoconference last week
which was attended by all 51 member leaders,

as well as the representatives from the
European Union, ASEAN Secretariat, and
Asia-Europe Foundation.

The meeting substantively discussed the
draft of the Phnom Penh Statement on the
Post-Covid-19 Socio-Economic Recovery,
which will be one of the two outcome docu-
ments to be adopted at the ASEM13, the
Ministry said. Originally scheduled for
November 16-17, 2020 in capital Phnom
Penh, the summit had been twice postponed
due to the pandemic.

Cambodia to host 13th
ASEM Summit in Nov

With the historic flight to the edge of space on
Sunday, astronaut Richard Branson has opened the
doors for all humans to visit space.

Branson on Sunday touched the edge of space with three
employees, including one of Indian-origin, and landed safe-
ly back to Earth, on board his company Virgin Galactic's
VSS Unity. It was the 22nd test flight of VSS Unity and the
first test flight with a full crew in the cabin.

It was an "experience of a lifetime", said the 70-year-old
billionaire. The flight climbed nearly 86 kilometres above
the Earth's surface. To make "space more accessible to all,a
he also announced a partnership with Omaze. Donations to
the charity Space for Humanity can win two seats on the
Virgin Galactic's next flight to space.

"With today's successful flight of VSS Unity, I'm thrilled to
announce a partnership with Omaze and Space for
Humanity to inspire the next generation of dreamers. For so
long, we have looked back in wonder at the space pioneers
of yesterday. Now, I want the astronauts of tomorrow to look
forward and make their own dreams come true," Branson
said in a statement. "Space is for all humanity, which is why
we're giving YOU the chance to win 2 seats on one of the
first Virgin Galactic flights to space!" he shared in a tweet.

During the flight on Sunday, the crew fulfilled a number
of test objectives related to the cabin and customer experi-
ence, including evaluating the commercial customer cabin,
the views of Earth from space, the conditions for conducting
research and the effectiveness of the five-day pre-flight
training programme at Spaceport America.

"I have dreamt of this moment since I was a kid, but hon-
estly nothing can prepare you for the view of Earth from
space," he said in a press conference following the flight.
"The whole thing was just magical."

"I was once a child with a dream looking up to the stars.
Now I'm an adult in a spaceship looking down to our beau-
tiful Earth. To the next generation of dreamers: if we can do
this, just imagine what you can do," he added in a tweet.

Besides Branson, the flight included Beth Moses, Chief
Astronaut Instructor, Colin Bennett, lead Operations
Engineer, and Indian-origin Sirisha Bandla, Vice President
of Government Affairs at Virgin Galactic. The pilots were
Dave Mackay and Michael Masucci flying VSS Unity, and CJ
Sturckow and Kelly Latimer flying VMS Eve. Virgin Galactic
aims to fly two more flights, then start regular commercial
operations from early 2022. The ultimate goal is to conduct
400 flights per year. The company has already sold nearly
600 tickets, with each ticket costing nearly $250,000.After
Branson, Amazon Founder Jeff Bezos is expected to take off
in his own space tourism Blue Origin rocket on July 20.
Bezos will fly with his brother Mark and two others.

SPACE IS FOR ALL HUMANITY:
'ASTRONAUT' RICHARD BRANSON

Baghdad|Agencies

At least 64 people were
killed and some 50 oth-
ers wounded in a mas-

sive fire that broke out in a
hospital treating Covid-19
patients in Iraq's southern
province of Dhi Qar, a state

media report said on
Tuesday. "The latest toll of the
fire in the quarantine center
in al-Hussein Hospital in the
provincial capital al-Nasiriyah
rose to 64 killed and 50
wounded," the official Iraqi
News Agency (INA) report
quoted Ammar al-Zamily, a
spokesman for the provincial
Health Department, as say-
ing.

According to the INA
report, the fire erupted on
Monday evening in the the
quarantine centre and quick-
ly spread to 20 sandwich
panel caravans nearby.

Firefighters and teams of
civil defence rushed to the
scene to evacuate the patients
and health workers, while
they put out the fire hours
later, al-Zamily said.Prime
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi
held an emergency meeting
with some cabinet ministers
and security commanders to
discuss the hospital fire and
its consequences, his office
said in a statement.

64 people dead in Iraq
Covid hospital fire 

"The latest toll of
the fire in the quar-
antine center in al-
Hussein Hospital in
the provincial capital
al-Nasiriyah rose to
64 killed and 50
wounded," the offi-
cial Iraqi News
Agency (INA) report
quoted Ammar al-
Zamily, a
spokesman for the
provincial Health
Department, as 
saying.

Tehran|Agencies

An Iranian government official said
that the Vienna talks on the revival
of the 2015 nuclear deal, officially

known the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), was near its "conclu-
sion".

"Given the progress that has been
made (in the recent negotiations), we
can say that we are close to the conclu-
sion of the Vienna talks," Foreign
Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
said during a press conference on
Monday.

He said that there are still some unre-
solved issues, but what matters is that
"the weight of resolved issues outweighs
that of the unresolved issues," reports
Xinhua news agency.

Since the fresh negotiations were ini-
tiated in April, a long way has been
taken to tackle the issues, Khatibzadeh
said, adding that however, "the remain-
ing path is not smooth."

"We hope that other parties could
make their own decisions which will
result in an agreement to benefit every-
one," he pointed out. Khatibzadeh noted
that what Iranian officials unanimously
agree upon is that Washington should
remove the sanctions effectively, and

then Iran will resume its obligations "as
soon as full implementation of the deal
is verified."The spokesperson stressed
that extra demands beyond the JCPOA
by some parties are irrelevant to the
potential deal.Under the deal reached in
2015, Tehran agreed to roll back parts of
its nuclear program in exchange for
decreased economic sanctions.

However, Iran gradually stopped
implementing parts of its commitments
in May 2019, a year after the administra-
tion of former US President Donald

Trump unilaterally abandoned the
agreement and re-imposed sanctions on
Tehran.The JCPOA Joint Commission,
attended by the US delegation indirectly,
began in person meetings on April 6 in
Vienna to continue previous discussions
over a possible return of Washington to
the deal and how to ensure its full and
effective implementation.

After six rounds of talks, the parties
recently said serious differences remain
between Iran and the US for restoration
of the deal.

IRAN SAYS VIENNA NUKE TALKS NEAR 'CONCLUSION'
Moscow|Agencies

The Council of the
European Union (EU)
has announced its deci-

sion to prolong sanctions
against Russia by an addi-
tional six months over delays
to implement agreements.

The Council said in a state-
ment on Monday that EU
leaders unanimously decided
to roll over the economic
sanctions in place against
Russia over its failure to fully
implement the Minsk agree-
ments on the settlement of
the Donbas conflict, reports
Xinhua news agency.

During the European
Council meeting in late June,
leaders of the EU member
states had called on Russia to
fully assume its responsibili-
ty in ensuring the full imple-
mentation of the agreement
as the key condition for any
substantial change in the
bloc's stance.

EU's economic sanctions
against Russia had been first
introduced on July 31, 2014

in response to Russia's
incorporation of the
Crimean Peninsula in March
2014 following a local refer-
endum.

But Kiev and Western
countries reject the results of
the referendum. The sanc-
tions were reinforced in
September that year and in
March 2015, the European
Council agreed to link their
duration to the complete
implementation of the
Minsk agreements.

The sanctions limit access
to EU primary and second-
ary capital markets for cer-
tain Russian banks and com-
panies and prohibit forms of
financial assistance and bro-
kering towards Russian
financial institutions.

EU prolongs economic
sanctions against Russia



Seoul | Agencies

The South Korean band BTS
extended their reign on the
Billboard Hot 100 chart with

"Butter", remaining at the summit for
seventh consecutive weeks. The song is
also number 10 on the Pop Airplay
chart, their
second
song so
far to
enter the

top 10. This makes them the first
Korean act to have multiple entries in
the top 10 of the Pop Airplay chart.

The septet recently released their CD
single "Butter" that includes the brand
new track "Permission to dance". The
song sends the message that you don't

need permission to
dance, prompting

listen-

ers to get up on their feet and dance
again. BTS are known for the way they
interact with their fans and also their
authentic music. Its band members are
RM, Jin, Suga,J-hope, Jimin, V, and Jung
Kook. BTS are slated to appear on "The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon"
for two nights on July 13 and 14, where

the US television premiere of
"Permission to

dance" is
scheduled to

happen.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Filmmaker James Gunn, who has
directed the "Guardians of The
Galaxy" films, finds the superhero

genre "mostly boring right now".
"They're mostly boring to me right now!"
Gunn, who previously directed 2010's
superhero film "Super", said during a
chat with SFX Magazine, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

He added: "I loved them at the begin-
ning." Noting that his comment doesn't
apply to all superhero pics, and there are
still people trying to do different things,
he added: "So, it's not a 100 per cent
rule, but a lot of them are boring." The
54-year-old filmmaker had a chance to
change this notion with "The Suicide
Squad", which he has directed for DC

and Warner Bros.
"So, I think it's about bringing

in other elements from different genres,"
he said about what he tried to make it
different in his new film. Talking about
where he got his inspirations from,
Gunn said: "I loved the idea of making a
supervillain war caper film. Films like
'The Dirty Dozen' and 'Where Eagles
Dare', those are of different elements
from the backdrop of war and the caper
heist element, to the sneaking around,
the high stakes, the adventure."

"It gave me a great excuse to be able
to create a film a genre I've loved since I
was a little kid, and do it in a big way

and not
have to

hold back. I was excit-
ed to do this suicide squad in
the way it could be done from
my point of view," he went on
saying of the standalone
sequel to 2016's "Suicide
Squad". "The Suicide
Squad" stars an ensemble
cast including Margot
Robbie, Idris Elba, John
Cena, Joel Kinnaman,
Sylvester Stallone,
Viola Davis, Jai
Courtney and Peter
Capaldi. Gunn will next
direct "Guardians Of The
Galaxy Vol. 3" for Marvel
Studios and Disney.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Reality TV star Kim
Kardashian flaunted her
curves in a sea green bikini

posing alongside a bottle of sister
Kendall Jenner's tequila label to pro-

mote the brand. Kim shared a string of
pictures on Instagram.

"Supportive Sister 818," she wrote alongside
the image, which currently has 4.2 million likes on

the photo-sharing website.
Recently, Kim revealed she is a bigger workaholic than

her mother Kris Jenner.
She said she can continue discussing work even when

Kris switches off her role from manager
to mom and has a drink.

"I'm a workaholic, I can
talk work way more than

she can," said Kim, on
her work relationship
with Kris as guests on

Idris and Sabrina Elba's
audio show.

The mother-daughter duo
talked about their experiences in

life, business, family, and their television show
"Keeping Up With The Kardashians".

TOM HIDDLESTON:
'Loki' series takes 
God of Mischief to
another level

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Tom
Hiddleston says
his character

Loki is still the God of
Mischief but in the latest
web-series, he takes the role
to another level. "We have cre-
ated something bright, colourful and spectacu-
lar, which contains light and shade, depth and relief. We have created
interesting characters and new worlds where people come up against
physical and emotional challenges, which test them. And they are
forced to overcome and make the right choices," Hiddleston said
about his new series, "Loki".

"For anyone out there who loves Loki, this is the guy you know. He
is still the God of Mischief, but this takes him to another level," he
added. Hiddleston tagged it as a unique experience working on
the series.

"I hope the fans and the audience feel the same excite-
ment, the same passion and the same sense of possibility
that we all felt when we were making it. It has been a
really unique experience. In the creative mix, there
has been so much passion and so much energy. I
hope fans can feel that energy and feel excited
and inspired about where we go next," he
said.

Hiddleston added: "I hope fans feel
that the things they love about Marvel
and the things they love about Loki
are all there."

He is joined by Owen
Wilson, Gugu Mbatha-Raw,
Sophia Di Martino, Wunmi
Mosaku and Richard E.
Grant in the cast.

The series streams
on Disney+ Hotstar,
Disney+ Hotstar
Premium and
Disney+
Hotstar VIP.
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Gwyneth
Paltrow

shares her
beauty secrets

Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Gwyneth Paltrow has revealed her
beauty secrets to actress Drew Barrymore.

Barrymore asked Paltrow: "Is there any exciting
news or things you want to tell us, so that we may better
the outside after we've talked about how we take care of our

insides in our hearts. What's the 411?"
"My mind meditation practice which had been so sporadic
and making sure to move every single day no matter what.
Trying to be good with hydration and everything," Paltrow

replied on "The Drew Barrymore Show".
"My one little beauty tip that I was doing was because

one of my closest friends is a plastic surgeon, his name
is Julius. He gave me a teeny drop of this thing called

CMM, which is a purified wrinkle anti-wrinkle
injection, and I felt like I was purified. This is

my beauty secret," she added on the
show, which airs on Zee Cafe in

India.

KIM

PROMOTES

KENDALL'S

TEQUILA BRAND

IN BIKINI
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Bella Hadid

hollywood

ZAC EFRON 'BUST' GRANDPA
OUT OF NURSING HOME 

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Zac Efron and his younger brother Dylan busted
their grandfather out of nursing home for some fun.
Efron shared a hilarious video on Instagram on Tuesday

of the incident. In the clip, the actor tip-toes around the facili-
ty, does his best to go unnoticed as he crouches low before
swiping a staff member's ID to gain access to his grandfather's
room. The video has the title track of "Mission Impossible"
playing in the background. "Let's bust grandpa out of here,"
the star said in the first few seconds of a video he posted on
the photo-sharing website. Flaunting athletic abilities, Efron
does a front somersault, before excitedly reuniting with his
grandfather, who was ready to go, reports dailymail.co.uk.

The actor took his grandfather down the hall and past other
residents, before they went to watch a football game at home.
While returning in the car together, the actor's grandfather
enjoyed a cold fizzy drink.

JAMES GUNN:

SUPERHERO FILMS 'BORING

TO ME RIGHT NOW'

BTS' 'Butter' tops Billboard
Hot 100 chart for 7th week
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Gros Islet (St Lucia) | Agencies

Chris Gayle slammed a 38-ball 67 as
West Indies won the third T20
International against Australia by six

wickets to secured their first series win in a
multi-match bilateral series in any format
against the visitors since March 1995 here on
Tuesday.West Indies have taken an unassail-
able 3-0 lead in the five-match series. The
hosts had won the opening match by 18 runs
and the second by 56 runs at the same
venue.In a low-scoring match, Australia, after
a confident start from Matthew
Wade (23) and skipper Aaron Finch
(30), could muster only 141/6 in the
allotted 20 overs after the visitors
elected to bat. A tight bowling spell
by Hayden Walsh (2/18 in 4 overs)
and Dwayne Bravo (1/17 in 3 overs)
didn't allow the visitors the free-
dom to play their strokes.

Wade's dismissal by Obed
McCoy in the fifth over and then
skipper Finch's wicket soon after
broke the momentum of the
Australians as none of their bats-
men got going till the last ball of
their innings.Gayle, who had
not been amongst the runs in

the last two T20Is, finally hit form, smashing
a half century embellished with seven sixes
and four boundaries as the hosts reached the
target with 31 balls remaining.Gayle was
declared Player of the Match.Speaking after
the match, Gayle said, "Don't mind the num-
bers ... you guys should be happy to see Chris
Gayle on the field still. Hopefully Chris will

last as long as possible.
Cherish those moments
... just respect the
Universe Boss and let

him play cricket and
have some fun.

GGaayyllee hits half-century as
West Indies win T20I series

Kolkata | Agencies

Indian Super League's
finalists in 2020/21 ATK
Mohun Bagan on

Tuesday signed 23-year-old
midfielder Bidyananda
Singh on a one-year con-
tract.Bidyananda was with
Mumbai City FC last season
but didn't get any games in
what was a trophy-winning
campaign for the Islanders
under Sergio Lobera.It will
be the second time that
Bidyananda will be repre-
senting a Kolkata-based ISL club. He was also part of the ATK
FC team that won the title in 2016 under Spaniard Jose
Francisco Molina. After featuring in six matches that season,
he moved to Bengaluru FC in 2017 and played for their B
team.He made a solitary appearance for the senior team in
an AFC Cup game. Bidyananda was also part of the
Bengaluru FC squad during the 2018/19 ISL season. He,
however, didn't get any games.Bidyananda featured in 10
games for Mumbai City FC in the 2019/20 season and scored
a goal as well as provided an assist in his brief appearances.
After no opportunities coming his way in the 2020/21 sea-
son, he left the Islanders in May earlier this year.The
Manipur-born player is the seventh signing for ATK Mohun
Bagan since their loss in the 2020/21 final to Mumbai City
FC. He follows Liston Colaco, Amrinder Singh, Joni Kauko,
Deepak Tangri, Ashutosh Mehta and Hugo Boumous into
the star-studded team.ATK Mohun Bagan are due to play in
the AFC Cup (Group D, South Zone)."We are delighted to
announce that Bidyananda Singh is back in the City of Joy as
he signs a one-year deal with the Green & Maroon," the club
announced on Twitter.

MIDFIELDER BIDYANANDA SINGH
JOINS ATK MOHUN BAGAN

London | Agencies

All-rounder Ben Stokes, who
was appointed England ODI
skipper for the Pakistan

series after the entire original
squad went into isolation due to
Covid-19 cases, has said that his
country's cricketers might have to
spend more time in the bio-bub-
ble ahead of the five-Test series
against India in August-
September.Stokes, who has guid-
ed England to a 2-0 win against
Pakistan in the three-match ODI
series, added that it would be
"very frustrating to not be able to
participate in The Hundred" if the
players have to enter the bio-bub-
ble much earlier than scheduled
for the India series.The Hundred
is scheduled between July 21 and
August 21. Of late, Covid-19 cases

have caught the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) off-
guard and they have had to field
an all-new England squad for the
ODI series against Pakistan.
Besides, the County
Championship match between
Derbyshire and Essex has had to

be abandoned, and Kent have
been forced to field their second
team.Owing to a spate of such
cases, there is speculation that
England Test players might be
asked to enter the bio-bubble ear-
lier than scheduled for the series
against India, beginning August 4.

"All these things are in place to
make sure we're as safe as possi-
ble. I have no doubt things have
had to go back to the drawing
board. But everything is in place
to ensure the safety of players and
backroom staff," Stokes was quot-
ed as saying by ESPNcricinfo.

Stokes added that while he is
prepared for more time inside the
bio-bubble, it would be frustrating
to miss out on playing in the
Hundred."It would be very frus-
trating to not be able to partici-
pate in the Hundred," Stokes said.
"It's a massive event for England
and we want to be part of it. We
know how big a role players have
in making a franchise competition
big and if the Test players were
unable to play in it because of
Covid that would be pretty devas-
tating."

Olympic countdown

Team Absolute|New Delhi

When Saikhom Mirabai Chanu,
India's lone entry in the
weightlifting event at Tokyo

Olympics, had failed to lift her first two
chances of 85kg in snatch at the Asian
Championships in Tashkent, it revived a
painful memory. At the Rio Olympics in
2016, Mirabai failed in her first snatch
attempt of 82kg. On her second attempt,
she was able to lift 82kg before failing in
the third attempt at 84kg. The horror
show continued in clean and jerk where
Mirabai failed in all three attempts.It
was also a deja vu of Mirabai's perform-
ance at the 2019 National
Championships in Visakhapatnam.
Back then, Mirabai had failed to lift in
her first two attempts at the snatch. She

succeeded in her last attempt at 83kg
before registering 111kg in clean and
jerk, taking gold. The latest version of
Mirabai knows how to make a come-
back from a do-or-die situation.

Born on August 8, 1994, in Nongpok
Kakching, a village 44 kms away from
Manipur's capital Imphal, Mirabai's
innate strength to lift firewood with little
hassle at 12 was noticed. Her first break-
through event arrived in 2014 with a sil-
ver medal in 48kg at the
Commonwealth Games. She created
two new records in the trials at Patiala,
getting past her idol, N Kunjarani Devi,
by two kilograms. All went well till Rio
happened.2019 saw Mirabai return to
the international fold at the EGAT's Cup
International Weightlifting
Championship. With 82kg in snatch and

110kg in clean and jerk, Mirabai's total
of 192kg led to the gold on her return to
competition after a nine-month lay-off.
In April, Mirabai had a fourth-place fin-
ish at the Asian Championships in
Ningbo, China with 86 kg in snatch and
113 kg in knee and jerk.Mirabai
clinched her second gold of the year at
the Commonwealth Senior
Championships with a 191kg (84kg
snatch + 107 kg clean and jerk). At the
World Championships in Pattaya, she
set new national records at snatch
(87kg) and clean & jerk (114kg) to lift
201kg. Crossing the 200kg mark for the
first time in her career wasn't enough for
Mirabai to get a medal, as she finished
fourth.Mirabai ended the year with her
third gold at the 6th Qatar International
Cup, a snatch of 83kg and clean and jerk

of 111kg.Mirabai would again break her
record at the Senior National
Championships in 2020 with 203kgs
(88kgs in snatch and 115kg in clean &
jerk). Her old nemesis, the lower back
pain, came back to bother her when the
pandemic forced lockdown. In October
2020, as the world opened up little,
Mirabai hopped on a flight to the USA
with her coach Vijay Sharma to consult
Dr Aaron Horschig, a national-level
weightlifter-turned-physiotherapist in St
Louis."I have seen a lot of improvement
after working with him. He makes me do
a lot of rehabilitation exercises, not just for
my shoulder and back issues. It helped
me focus on various movements," said
Mirabai in a media interaction in April.
Currently, she is training under Horschig
till her departure to Tokyo.

Colombo | Agencies

Even as the ODI series against Sri
Lanka has been deferred by five
days, the Indian players are going
ahead with their preparations for
the series with usual intensity.

The series, which was supposed to start
on July 13 and will instead begin on July 18,
was delayed after two members of the Sri
Lankan team -- data analyst GT Niroshan
and batting coach Grant Flower -- had test-
ed positive after the squad had returned
from the series in England.

While the home side is battling COVID-

19 problems and was forced into isolation
before some of them were allowed to come
out, the Indians are progressing seamlessly.

They had a regular net session on
Monday.The BCCI tweeted a video of the
team's practice session with a message:
"#TeamIndia in the groove for the Sri Lanka
series".The video showed Shikhar Dhawan
and his boys going through the full routine -
- batting, bowling and fielding.

The tweet said further, "Prep & more prep
[emoticons: right-facing fist, left-facing fist],
Batting [emoticon: fire], bowling [emoticon:
flexed biceps], fielding [emoticon: high volt-
age sign]."

Team India
trains as SL
battles
CCoovviidd--1199

India women fined for
slow over rate in 2nd T20I
Colombo | Agencies

India were found to be one over short and after
taking time allowances into consideration,
match referee Phil Whitticase imposed the

sanction."In accordance with Article 2.22 of the
ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player
Support Personnel, which relates to minimum
over-rate offences, players are fined 20 percent of
their match fees for every over their side fails to
bowl in the allotted time," the ICC said in a state-
ment.Since India skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
pleaded guilty to the offence, no formal hearing
was conducted.The final T20I of the three-match
series will be played at Chelmsford on
Wednesday.

TThhee  IInnddiiaann  wwoommeenn  ccrriicckkeetteerrss  hhaavvee
bbeeeenn  ffiinneedd  2200  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmaattcchh

ffeeeess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ssllooww  oovveerr--rraattee  dduurriinngg
tthhee  eeiigghhtt--rruunn  vviiccttoorryy  aaggaaiinnsstt  EEnnggllaanndd
iinn  SSuunnddaayy''ss  sseeccoonndd  TT2200  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall..

2026 BWF World
Championships allotted to India

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Badminton World Federation has
allotted the BWF World Championships
to India for 2026, it was announced on

Tuesday.
This will be the second time that India will

host the premier tournament, which is held
every year except for the Olympic year. India
had hosted the BWF World Championships
in Hyderabad in 2009.

Since then, India has played host to vari-
ous major badminton tournaments including
the 2014 Thomas and Uber Cup Finals, the
Asian Championships apart from the annual
BWF Super 500 event, the Yonex-Sunrise
India Open.

Badminton Association of India (BAI) pres-
ident Himanta Biswa Sarma is confident that
hosting the World Championships in 2026
would help Indian badminton take bigger
steps towards becoming a world power-
house.

"Staging a tournament of the stature will be
a great achievement for us at the Badminton
Association of India as well as for the coun-
try."We are thankful to BWF for considering
India for badminton's most prestigious and
premier tournament and I believe with
world-class shuttlers coming to participate
will not only be a great opportunity and moti-
vation for the enthusiasts of the game and for
the sport to see a huge growth across the
country," added Sarma.The Covid-19 pan-
demic, which brought sporting activities to a
halt in 2020, has forced the BWF to rejig its

international tournament calendar, with the
sport's governing body shifting the 2021
Sudirman Cup from Suzhou, China to
Vantaa, Finland. The 2023 Sudirman Cup,
which was originally allotted to India, will
now be hosted in Suzhou, China.India has so
far won 10 World Championships medals
with reigning champion PV Sindhu leading
the chart with a gold, two silver, and two
bronze medals, while Prakash Padukone won
India's first medal at the World
Championships in 1983.

In 2019, Olympic-bound B Sai Praneeth
had ended a 36-year-long wait for a men's
singles world championships medal at Basel,
Switzerland. Apart from that, 2012 Olympic
bronze medallist, Saina Nehwal had won sil-
ver and bronze in 2015 and 2017 editions,
respectively, while the women's doubles
combination of Ashwini Ponnappa and Jwala
Gutta had bagged a bronze medal in 2011 at
London.

Mirabai Chanu's quest for redemption through lifts

Brief scores
Australia 141/6 in 20 overs (M Wade 23, A
Finch 30, M Henriques 33; H Walsh 2/18)
lost to West Indies 142/4 in 14.5 overs (C
Gayle 67, N Pooran 32; R Meredith 3/48)
by 6 wickets.

Frustrating if England cricketers
have to miss The Hundred: Stokes

'1983 Team' shocked at
Yashpal Sharma's death

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Former India batsman Yashpal Sharma, a
member of the 1983 World Cup-winning
side, passed away on Tuesday at the age

of 66 leaving his former champion team-
mates in disbelief."Our team has been bro-
ken. We have lost the backbone of our team.
He was the backbone of the middle-order. He
was a simple man, very disciplined. He had
neither a major vice, nor a minor vice. He was
the fittest of us all. Used to be particular about fit-
ness, would exercise regularly. Hard to believe he is
no more," said former India all-rounder Kirti Azad,
his teammate in the 1983 World Cup, to
IANS.Another 1983 World Cup teammate of his, all-
rounder Madan Lal, is in a state of shock."I have just
heard the news. I am in a state of shock. I still can't
believe it. I can't say anything at the moment," said
Lal before rushing to Sharma's home.Pace bowler
Balwinder Sandhu, who opened the bowling with
skipper Kapil Dev in the tournament, was also in a
state of disbelief.

"Absolutely shocking news. Never
thought he would pass away. We
had met on June 25 (at the launch of
a book). He looked absolutely fine
and fit and was happy to share his
[two] daughters' achievements. He
was more worried about my health,
asked me to reduce weight," said
Sandhu to IANS."I find it shocking
that a lively man is not here with
me. It is hurting me deeply that a

member of the [1983 World Cup winning] team has
passed away," added Sandhu.Kapil, the skipper of
that team, broke down during a TV show on news
channel ABP. "I can't accept it," Kapil said in tears. "I
love you Yash," he added.Kapil was in Mumbai and
has rushed to Delhi to pay his last respects.

The entire team, including Sharma, had gathered
in Gurugram on June 25 -- last month -- for the
launch of Opus, a luxury limited-edition book which
will capture India's 1983 World Cup win.

Sharma had suffered a heart attack after returning
from morning walk and collapsed at around 7.30 am.



Evelyn Sharma flaunts
her baby bump 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Evelyn Sharma took to social media on Tuesday to share a photo-
graph flaunting her baby bump. She joked this was the first time that people
were applauding a bigger belly in her photos. Evelyn shared a photo wearing

a blue dress and pink sweater placing her left hand on the baby bump. "First time
people are applauding a bigger belly in my photos! #pregnant #evelynsharma
#tummypride #bellypride #pregnancyannouncement #babyontheway #mom-
mylife," she wrote on Instagram.

The actress had announced on Sunday that she is expecting her first child with
husband Tushaan Bhindi. She had shared a picture lying down with her left hand
over her baby bump and had posted: "Can't wait to hold you in my arms."

Evelyn recently tied the knot with Sydney based surgeon Tushaan Bhindi in an
intimate low-key ceremony in Brisbane, Australia. The actress had shared the
news of her wedding on social media in the first week of June.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Yami Gautam will be seen
in "Pink" famed filmmaker
Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury's

upcoming film "Lost", an investiga-
tive drama that will highlight the

issue of media integrity. Talking
about his new venture, Roy
Chowdhury said: "Designed as
an investigative drama, at its
core the film explores themes
like commitment, responsibility,
holding hands and making our

world beautiful and compassion-
ate." For him, it is important that any film

he makes should have a social context and that
the stories are taken from the world around him.

"'Lost' is an emotional thriller that represents a high-
er quest, a search for lost values of empathy and integri-

ty," Roy Chowdhury added. Yami will be leading the
film's cast as a feisty crime reporter. 

Others in the cast include Pankaj Kapur, Rahul Khanna,
Neil Bhoopalam, Pia Bajpiee and Tushar Pandey. The film
will be largely shot at real locations across the city of

Kolkata and Purulia, and will highlight the underbelly of
an urban city that often goes unnoticed. 

Composer Shantanu Moitra along with lyricist
Swanand Kirkire will capture the essence of the city
and emotions of the narrative. "Lost" is expected to go
on floors this month.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana shared glimpse of his travel
to Bhopal for the shooting of "DoctorG". The actor
shared a series of videos and pictures of his travel from

Mumbai to Bhopal for the shoot. From airport selfie pictures to
reading the film's script in the flight to scenic lake views of
Bhopal, he gave glimpses of his journey in the post he shared
on Monday night.

He asked fans to guess the location, with captions like,
"Where are we heading", "For my next", "DoctorG", "This place
is green" and "This is city of lakes".

For his travel, Ayushmann's style was in check with a back-
pack on his shoulders, dressed casually in a white graphic T-
shirt, grey cargo pants, white sports shoes, baseball cap, and
blue reflector sunglasses.

"DoctorG" stars Ayushmann opposite Rakul Preet Singh.
The film is directed by Anubhuti Kashyap, filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap's sister.

Anubhuti has earlier directed "Afsos" for OTT and the short
film "Moi Marjaani". "Doctor G" is a campus comedy-drama
with Ayushmann playing a doctor.
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Mithila Palkar

AYUSHMANN KHURRANA

HEADS TO BHOPAL FOR

'DOCTORG' SHOOT

'Pink' filmmaker
to direct Yami's

next 'Lost'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Filmmaker Rakesh Omprakash Mehra's
directorial "Aks" was released 20 years
ago on this day. Actor Manoj Bajpayee

posted a few memories of shooting the film.
The actor, who starred with Amitabh

Bachchan in the supernatural thriller, posted
a collage of his looks in the film on Instagram
story. "#20yrsaks… Memories of making of the

character! Shooting in touch conditions!!
Working with @amitabhbachchanji" Bajpayee
wrote.

"Aks" also featured Raveena Tandon and
Nandita Das. The film centres on two charac-
ters, a cop named Manu Verma (Amitabh
Bachchan) and a shadowy killer named
Raghavan (Manoj Bajpayee). Bajpayee was
recently seen in the anthology "Ray" and sea-
son 2 of web-series "The Family Man".

MMaannoojj

BBaajjppaayyeeee

cceelleebbrraatteess  2200

yyeeaarrss  ooff

''AAkkss''

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Soon after reports emerged announcing Ankita Lokhande
is back to shoot for the new season of the TV show
"Pavitra Rishta", fans of Sushant Singh Rajput have react-

ed sharply on social media. The news has agitated Sushant's
fans who say they won't accept any other actor in the role of
Manav, a character originally essayed by the late actor.  The

hashtag #BoycottPavitraRishta2 has been trending on Twitter on Tuesday. 
Ankita Lokhande is back on the sets of the show that had made her and her rumoured ex-boyfriend Sushant Singh

Rajput a household name 12 years ago. While the actress reprises her role as Archana, actor Shaheer Sheikh has been roped
in to play Manav Deshmukh, the character originally played by Sushant and later by Hiten Tejwani. Sushant's fans, however,
are agitated fans claiming they would not watch the show, which no longer fea-
tures Sushant as Manav. "No one can replace this gem. No one has the guts to
replace his character or him. He is with us. He is alive in our hearts. We will
keep fighting for his honor. OUR MANAV ONLY SUSHANT
#BoycottPavitraRishta2," tweeted a fan of Sushant." "Manav is not a name. It is a
emotion of millions...That emotion which directly connects to Sushant. So we
can't accept this Manav 2... Let's Boycott..OUR MANAV ONLY SUSHANT
#BoycottPavitraRishta2," wrote another fan. Netizens also commented on
Ankita Lokhande's tweets, trolling the actress for being a part of the second sea-
son of the show just a year after her rumoured ex-boyfriend Sushant's death.
Fans also alleged that the makers of the show are cashing in on Sushant's death
for publicity and monetary gain. "Lol aren't you the one, who said there is no
Pavitra Rishta without Sushant #fakeanikta," retorted another user.

"Only problem is her Manav keeps changing. Love toh... situational hai,"
expressed another user.

SSR FANS TROLLS ANKITA,

DEMANDS 'PAVITRA

RISHTA 2' BOYCOTT

Asim Riaz calls 'Bigg Boss'
a life-changing experience

Team Absolute|Mumbai

"Bigg Boss" star and
model Asim Riaz
says the contro-

versial reality show has
been a gamechanger in his

life. Asim garnered spotlight during
his stint on season 13 of the show,

which aired in 2019, where he met his
lady love Himanshi Khurana.

Since then, he has featured in several
music videos including "Kalle sohna nai"

and his maiden rap album "Back to
start", and is now geared up for his next
track "Sky high", which also features his
Himanshi. Asked if he considers "Bigg
Boss 13" the gamechanger in his life,
Asim told IANS: "100 percent, Bigg Boss
was life-changing for me. I am thankful
for getting this opportunity and believing
in me." He said he would never forget the
show and thanks all his fans for keeping
faith in him. "Thank you so much in
believing in me and I hope main usme
khara utra (I hope I have proved
myself)," he summed up.
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