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INDIA LOGS OVER 39K COVID CASES, 535 DEATHS IN 24 HOURS

VARIOUS PARTS OF COUNTRY Covid vaccination
LIKELY TO GET HEAVY RAINFALL coverage crosses 43 crore
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The IMD has predicted heavy to
very heavy rainfall,
Thunderstorm,
accompanied with
lightning at isolated places with
warning of an
increase in rainfall
activity over
Western
Himalayan Region
and adjoining
plains of northwest India from
Monday

I
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eavy to very
heavy rainfall
is very likely at
isolated places
over Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, east
Rajasthan, west Madhya
Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, and
Meghalaya on Monday, as
per the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).
It has also predicted

heavy rainfall at isolated
places over Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Gujarat, central
Maharashtra, Konkan, Goa,
coastal Karnataka, Kerala
and Mahe for Monday.
Thunderstorm, accompanied with lightning, is
very likely at isolated places
over Bihar, West Bengal,

Sikkim, Odisha, Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura
and Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, and Karaikal,
the IMD said in a release.
Warning of an increase in
rainfall activity over
Western Himalayan Region
and adjoining plains of
northwest India from
Monday, the IMD said that

fairly widespread to widespread rainfall with isolated
heavy to very heavy falls is
likely over Himachal
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
during July 26 and 29, over
Uttarakhand during July 25
and 29 and over Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, GilgitBaltistan & Muzaffarabad,
Punjab, and Haryana from
July 27 till 29.
Enhanced rainfall activity

with fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall and isolated heavy to very heavy
falls likely over Odisha,
Gangetic West Bengal,
Jharkhand, and Bihar from
July 27, it said.
For IMD, heavy rainfall is
between 64.5 mm to 115.5
mm, very heavy rain 115.6
mm to 204.4 mm, and
extremely heavy rainfall
above 204.4 mm.

ndia's cumulative Covid vaccine coverage has crossed the 43 crore mark, the
Union Health and Family Welfare
Ministry announced on Sunday.
Cumulatively, 43,31,50,864 doses have
been administered through 52,72,431 sessions, the Ministry said in a statement,
adding that 51,18,210 shots were administered in the last 24 hours. Noting a new
phase of universalisation of Covid-19 vaccination was commenced from June 21, it said
that the government is committed to accelerating the pace and expanding the scope of
Covid-19 vaccination throughout the country. It also said that out of the people infected since the beginning of the pandemic,
3,05,43,138 have already recovered, including 39,972 in the last 24 hours. This constitutes an overall recovery rate of 97.36 per
cent. It said that India has reported 39,742
daily new cases in the last 24 hours, and less
than 50,000 daily cases have been reported
for 28 continuous days now. The number of
active cases stands at 4,08,212, or 1.30 per
cent of the total cases so far.
With substantially ramped-up testing
capacity across the country, a total of
17,18,756 tests were conducted in the last 24
hours. Cumulatively, India has conducted
over 45.62 crore (45,62,89,567) tests so far,
the statement said.
Weekly positivity rate is currently at 2.24
per cent and the daily positivity rate stands
at 2.31 per cent - remaining below 3 per cent
for 34 consecutive days, below 5 per cent for
48 consecutive days now, it said.
Meanwhile, India on Sunday recorded
39,742 cases of Covid-19 and 535 deaths, the

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare data
showed. The country now has 4,08,212
active cases and has witnessed a total of
4,20,551 deaths so far. According to the government, a total of 39,972 people were discharged from hospitals and health centres
in the last 24 hours, taking the total number
of cured to 3,05,43,138 till date as the virus
continued to infect less than one lakh people over the last 47 days.
According to the health ministry data, a
total of 43,31,50,864 Covid vaccine doses
have been administered in India so far,
including 51,18,210 in the last 24 hours.
The total number of samples tested so far
has reached 45,62,89,567 as on July 24,
including 17,18,756 samples tested on
Saturday.

Nine tourists from Militant killed in Kashmir gunfight; Coast Guard saves 215 lives in
Delhi killed in
4 IEDs recovered in Kupwara
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
Himachal accident
Militants snatch

A

t least nine tourists,
mainly from DelhiNational Capital
Region, were killed and three
others seriously injured in a
rockslide in Himachal
Pradesh's Kinnaur district on
Sunday, the police said.
The tourists were on the
way from Sangla to Chitkul, a
popular tourist spot some
250 km from the state capital,
when the boulders fell on
their vehicle, killing nine on
the spot.
Superintendent of Police
S.R. Rana said the rescue
operation is on and the road
has been closed for the traffic. Nearly 50 vehicles are
stranded on the road stretch.
Two of the injured have

been referred to a nearby
hospital.
Eyewitnesses said the
administration had a tough
time extricating the victims
from the boulders.
People in the area began
rescue operations even
before local authorities
reached the spot.
Expressing grief over the
accident, Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur asked local
authorities to speed up the
rescue work and provide
relief to the next of kin of
each of those killed and
injured.
A video of the disaster
showing massive boulders
sliding off the hilltop and
damaging a bailey bridge and
a portion of the highway has
gone viral.
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A resident of
Bandipora, Sariq
Baba had exfiltrated
via Wagah border in 2018
and had infiltrated recently
through the LoC", Vijay
Kumar, Inspector General
of Police (Kashmir) told
reporters.

Team Absolute|Srinagar

O

ne of the three militants killed in
gunfight with the security forces
in J&K's Bandipora district had
exfiltrated to Pakistan via Wagah border
in 2018, police said on Sunday.
The militant was killed on Saturday.
"A resident of Bandipora, Sariq Baba
had exfiltrated via Wagah border in 2018
and had infiltrated recently through the
LoC", Vijay Kumar, Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir) told reporters.
Kumar said Sariq was affiliated with

cop's rifle
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) outfit. The
other two militants killed in the gunfight
at the Sumlar-Aragam area in Bandipora
district on Saturday were foreigners.
The gunfight had started after militants opened fire on a joint party of the
police, Rashtriya Rifles, Marcos (Para
Special Force) and CRPF in the forest
area. Search operation was resumed in
the area this morning in Bandipora as
there could be more militants hiding in
the thick forest. Meanwhile, security
forces recovered four improvised explosive devices (IEDs) from J&K's Kupwara
district on Sunday, police said.The IEDs
were recovered from Nadernagh Avoora
village of Kupwara by a joint search

PM Narendra Modi cheers for India
Olympic team in Mann ki Baat
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

day after India won its
first silver medal,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that the
'Victory Punch Campaign'
has already begun on social
media.The Prime Minister
urged people to share victory punch along with team
and cheer for India. He said,
"These sportspersons have
reached where they are after
overcoming numerous hurdles in life. Today, they possess strength of your love
and support. Come let's
extend our good wishes to
all of them, encourage
them."He said, "at Tokyo
Olympics, watching Indian
sportspersons' march carrying Tricolour exhilarated not
just me but the entire country, as if the whole country
unitedly exhorted her warriors saying, 'Vijayi Bhava'
(emerge victorious)!"
He also remembered the
Kargil war and said that it is

one symbol of bravery and
patience on the part of
India's Armed Forces which
the whole world has
watched. "I wish you read
the enthralling saga of
Kargil, let us all bow to the
bravehearts of Kargil."
He said a recent study
done by MyGov discovered
that 75 per cent of those
who send their messages
and suggestions to Mann Ki

Baat are below 35 years of
age.This means that Mann
Ki Baat is the view of the
youth of India. Mann Ki Baat
is a medium where there is
positivity and sensitivity, he
said.The Prime Minister also
mentioned about T.S.
Ringphami, a young aeronautical engineer by profession who is involved in
apple cultivation which is
gaining significance in

Ukhrul, Manipur and the
farmers there are now cultivating apples in orchards.
These farmers also went to
Himachal Pradesh to take
proper training.
He said that 32-year-old
Bikramjeet Chakma from
Unakoti, Tripura is earning
good profit after starting
'ber' cultivation and is motivating others for its cultivation.The name of Isaac
Munda also came up in the
PM's Mann ki Baat from a
village in the Sambalpur district of Odisha who once
worked as a daily wage
labourer but now has
become an internet sensation and earning well
through his YouTube channel. In his video, he shares
local delicacies, traditional
food recipes, his village,
lifestyle, family and food
habits.The Prime Minister
also appealed to people to
use Khadi and handloom
products in his monthly
radio programme.

Srinagar: Militants snatched
the service rifle of a policeman
on Sunday in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kulgam district,
police sources said. Sources
said an AK-47 rifle was
snatched from a policeman in
the Shamsipora Khudwani
crossing area by militants.
Police said a search operation
is now going on to trace the
assailants.
party of police and army's counterinsurgency unit Rashtriya Rifles during a
cordon and search operation, police
said. "A bomb disposal squad has been
brought in to defuse the IEDs. Search
operation is still going on," a police
officer said.

T

he Indian Coast Guard
has saved 215 lives in
rescue and relief operations in water-logged areas of
Maharashtra, Goa, and
Karnataka, an official statement said on Sunday.
The Indian Coast Guard, at
the request of civil authorities, dispatched Disaster
Relief Teams (DRTs) with
inflatable Gemini boats and
life-saving gear to the affected areas, the National
Disaster Response Force said
in a statement. The DRTs
reached areas rendered
unapproachable due to water
inundation, especially in
Chiplun and Mahad areas of
Maharashtra and Umlijoog,
Khargejoog, Bodjug Island
and Kinnar village in Uttar
Kannada district of
Karnataka, "and with dedi-

After Punjab, Cong aims to put
its house in Rajasthan in order
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

fter resolving the
Punjab issue, the
Congress party is
focusing on problems in its
Rajasthan unit. The party
leadership has sent K.C.
Venugopal, General
Secretary (Organisation)
and state in-charge General
Secretary Ajay Maken to
Jaipur to meet all the factions and resolve the crisis
in the party there.
Before going to
Rajasthan, Venugopal said:
"I am a MP from the state
and I am going for some
official work." However,
sources said Venugopal and
Maken met Rahul Gandhi
and had discussions on
Rajasthan affairs before
leaving for Jaipur.
The Congress leadership
has stepped up efforts to
address issues related to the
state as after one year of
Sachin Pilot's revolt, things
are pretty much where they
were. Frustrated with this,
Sachin Pilot said at a recent

Press briefing,
"Those workers who sacrificed each and everything
for the party, worked round
the clock and were lathicharged should, at least, get
due respect if not any plum
post. This is what our present president says, and we
also say the same. In fact,
everyone says the same," he
said.
"In the coming Assembly
polls, we shall garner more
votes. We have voiced our
opinion to the high command. The AICC listened to
our suggestions, formed a
committee, and this committee called meetings too.
All decisions shall be taken
soon.
"We stand with the central leadership and are sure
that the All India Congress
Committee will take the
necessary steps soon. We
have had a detailed discussion with veteran leaders
where we said that our
opinion should be taken, no
matter what the scenario is,"
he added.

The Congress is now trying to fix issues in each state
one by one and calling its
leaders in the states to Delhi
for discussions. In
Rajasthan, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot is delaying
the cabinet expansion and
appointments in boards
and corporations which has
not gone down well with
the Congress leadership.
While Ajay Maken gave a
deadline for political
appointments and cabinet
expansion, the Gehlot government made sure that the
deadline was not met, citing
the Budget session of the
State Assembly and Covid19 protocols.
Maken has been trying to
break the ice between the
two camps -- Gehlot and
Sachin Pilot -- but his formula has been rejected by
the Chief Minister. As a
result, directions from the
Congress party leadership
could not be implemented.
This time, though, the
Congress wants to settle the
issue as quickly as possible.

cated efforts evacuated the
stranded persons to safety
and provided required relief
material", it said. In Goa,
Coast Guard aircraft have
undertaken aerial assessment of Ganjem Dam,
Usgaon and Codli areas, and
its helicopter had airdropped approx 100 kg of
relief materials, including
food packets and drinking
water, for the stranded people. "The ICG efforts have
translated into saving 215
precious lives under the current rescue operation till to
date across these three
states," the statement said.
The services of Coast Guard
air station at Ratnagiri are
also being extended to Indian
Navy and Indian Air Force
aircraft for airlifting of NDRF
teams, relief material and
facilitating rescue operations
across the affected regions.

DELHI METRO, DTC
BUSES TO OPERATE
AT 100% CAPACITY
New Delhi: The Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) has
allowed Delhi Metro and
DTC buses to operate at
100 per cent capacity from
July 26 (Monday), officials
said. Till now, operations
were allowed with 50 per
cent capacity in view of the
Covid pandemic. However,
with the fall in the number
of cases, the restrictions
have been eased. Officials
said on Saturday that even
as Delhi Metro has been
allowed to run at 100 per
cent capacity, no standing
passenger will be allowed.
Besides, it has also been
decided to open cinemas,
theatres and multiplexes in
the national capital with 50
per cent capacity. Also,
instead of 20, 100 people
will be able to attend the
funeral. Similarly, 100 people will be able to attend
the wedding ceremonies
instead of 50.Permission
was also given to open
spas in Delhi but some
rules have been fixed.
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nation
top brass contemplates
FLOOD-SCARRED MAHA'S TOLL ZOOMS BJP
Santhosh as Yediyurappa's
TO 149, 2.29 LAKHS EVACUATED
successor
Bhopal, Monday, July 26, 2021

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he death toll in flood-ravaged
Maharashtra shot up from 112
to 149 on Sunday while another 64 are still missing, the State
Disaster Management Authority
said.
In what is billed as the biggest
flood rescue operations in the state
in decades, over 2.29 lakh people
have been evacuated to safer areas
after their homes were submerged
in flood waters, in some places up to
20 feet high.
As many as 50 people were
injured and are undergoing treatment at various hospitals in Raigad,
Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Sangli,
Satara, and Kolhapur.
With rains taking a respite on
Sunday, the flood-ravaged districts
presented a grim scenario with
scores of people grappling to rebuild
their lives.
Continuing his tour of the ravaged
areas in coastal Konkan for the second day, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray visited badly-affected
towns like Chiplun and Khed in
Ratnagiri.Union MSME Minister
Narayan Rane, accompanied by

Bharatiya Janata Party's Leaders of
Opposition Devendra Fadnavis
(Assembly) and Pravin Darekar
(Council) also toured some of the
regions like Taliye village in Raigad
and Chiplun in Ratnagiri.He assured
to submit his tour report to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and said
both the Centre and state government will unitedly work to rehabilitate the flood-victims.
Later, he launched a scathing
attack on the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government, accusing it for various

lapses and delays by the administration in rushing help to the affected
populace.According to the SDMA,
the towns of Chiplun and Khed in
Ratnagiri district were completely
inundated and cut off as the bridge
on River Vashishti was washed away
on Friday.As unprecedented rains
jacked up the water levels to more
than 15-20 feet, thousands of people, stranded on rooftops or upper
floors of their houses, were seen
screaming for help.
Teams of the Indian Army, Navy,

Sonia appoints state Congress
chiefs in Assam, Manipur
GUWAHATI | Agencies

C

ongress interim President Sonia Gandhi
has appointed new state chiefs for
Assam and Manipur to strengthen the
party in the two Northeastern states, party
sources said on Sunday.
After months of debate, Sonia Gandhi
appointed Bhupen Bora as the President of
Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC).
The incumbent state party chief Ripun Bora
had resigned after the party's defeat in the
March-April Assembly polls.
According to a communication from
General Secretary K.C. Venugopal, Sonia
Gandhi also appointed Jakir Hussain Sikdar,
Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha, both MLAs
and Rana Goswami as the Working
Presidents.Bhupen Bora and Goswami have
been relieved from their present responsibilities as AICC secretaries. Ripun Bora, also a
Rajya Sabha member, was elected twice to the
state Assembly, but in the recent Assembly
elections he lost to Amiyo Bhuyan of the BJP
in the Bihpuria constituency.
Venugopal in a separate message said that

Air Force, Coast Guard, NDRF, and
SDRF are still deployed in various
areas, rescuing people, and providing food or medicine and other aid
materials to the victims, said the
SDMA.People in several towns and
villages voiced their rage at the
administration for not rushing them
food, water, clothes, medicines,
cleaning materials and other items
of daily use to help them re-start
their lives from scratch.
When Thackeray, ministers and
officials went to the affected, they
were virtually mobbed by desperate
people demanding help, recounted
tragic tales of how they survived
only in the clothes they wore and
had lost absolutely everything in the
flood fury.Over a dozen hillslides
and landslips have been reported in
different districts which buried
scores and many more reported
missing, while scores of roads in the
regions are still closed for vehicular
movement.The state government
has sanctioned Rs 2 crore each for
Raigad and Ratnagiri for relief operations and Rs 50 lakh for the other
affected regions where water levels
have started receding and cleaning
operations have been taken up.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

ith the countdown
for the change of
guard nearing, the
BJP top brass is contemplating to recommend the
incumbent National General
Secretary (Organisation) of
the party, BL Santhosh as
the successor of Karnataka
Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa.
The speculation about
change of guard gained
unprecedented momentum
in the state after the 78-yearold Lingayat strongman and
the BJP's aging mascot in
Karnataka said on July 23
that he would abide by the
party high-command's decision whether to remain as
Chief Minister or to quit.
"Our party leaders will
inform me on Sunday (July
25) evening and I will follow
their diktat on Monday,
(July 26), as I will be completing two years in the
office," he had stated on July

W

23. According to top level
BJP functionaries in New
Delhi, apart from Santhosh,
the top brass is also mulling
over four Deputy Chief
Ministers retaining Laxman
Suvadi, who belongs to the
Lingayat community, which
is one of the biggest in
Karnataka comprising nearly 15 per cent of the state's
population.
One of the functionary
said that Yediyurappa will
be resigning on Monday
after citing his ill-health as
reason during the BJP's legislator's meeting.The functionary added that Santhosh
belonging to Brahmin community, which is about 2 per
cent of the state's population, and in order to balance
caste equations, the BJP top
brass has come out with
four DCM formula -Lingayat, Vokkaliga, OBC
and SC/ST -- to placate all
prominent communities in
the state.The functionary
further elaborated that

AIMIM extends olive branch to SP
Chief of the All-India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), Asaduddin Owaisi has
finally extended an olive branch to the Samajwadi Party (SP).
Lucknow|Agencies

A
the Congress President has appointed Loken
Singh, Senior Vice-President and MLA, in the
Manipur Pradesh Congress Committee
(MPCC) as interim President of the state party
unit till a full time President is appointed.
Elections to the 60-member Manipur
Assembly will be held next year.
Along with by few other leaders, Govindas
Konthoujam last week resigned as the
Manipur Congress President. Former Union
Minister and Manipur Congress in-charge
Bhakta Charan Das recently visited the state
and met MLAs, following which Singh was
appointed as interim president.

fter mounting a vicious attack
on SP President Akhilesh Yadav
in Azamgarh earlier this year,
the AIMIM now said that it has no
objection if the Bhagidari Sankalp
Morcha (of which it is a constituent)
decides to enter into an alliance with
the party for the 2022 Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh.
AIMIM is one of the 10 political
parties which have joined hands
under the banner of Morcha, led by
Om Prakash Rajbhar, the president of
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party
(SBSP).
This is the first time that there has
been any talk of the AIMIM coming
together with the SP.
"If Rajbhar, the convenor of the
Morcha, decides that it should enter
into an alliance with the SP, our party
will abide by the decision," said

AIMIM state president Shauquat Ali.
"It is good that the SP is ready to

Maken's instruction to Raj MLAs fuels
speculation of cabinet expansion
JAIPUR | Agencies

A

mid speculation of change in the Congress'
organisational structure in Rajasthan and a
possible cabinet expansion, the partys state
in-charge Ajay Maken on Sunday directed all the
MLAs to stay put in Jaipur on July 28 and 29.
Maken and senior Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal, who came here on Saturday night, had
a detailed meeting with Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot that lasted almost till midnight.
On Sunday, state Congress chief Govind Singh
Dotasra organised a welcome event for the two
party leaders in which all the MLAs and party
office-bearers were present.Before the start of the
meeting, the supporters of former state Congress
chief Sachin Pilot raised slogans demanding his
anointment as the next CM of Rajasthan in the
presence of Maken and Venugopal.
Meanwhile, after a thorough brainstorming session with the MLAs and party workers, Maken

among the three incumbent
DCMs, in all probability
Laxman Suvadi is likely to
continue, while CN Ashwath
Narayan, belonging to the
Vokkaliga community, may
be replaced with former
Karnataka Chief Minister
D.V. Sadananda Gowda, who
is one of the 12 Union
Ministers dropped by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
The functionary added
that first time MLA, Rupali
Naik from Karwar who
belongs to OBC Maratha
community, is likely to
clinch as Deputy Chief
Minister's post under the
OBC category.
The Deputy Chief
Minister's post is yet to be
decided on whether to
appoint an SC or an ST
leader to shore up a sizeable
chunk of the SC/ST votes in
the state.The functionary
added that the new Chief
Minister will be sworn in
along with others in a day or
two after July 26.

announced that he will have one-on-one discussion with all the MLAs on July 28 and 29 to collect
feedback on the party's functioning in the state.
Addressing the MLAs, Maken said, "I will be

coming to Rajasthan for two days on July 28 and 29.
I will talk to each Congress MLA. We feel that the
AICC should also know the opinion of the MLAs as
to who all are being made the district presidents,
block presidents etc."Asked when the cabinet
expansion will take place in the state, Maken said,
"We cannot bound ourselves to take this big decision on a particular date. The Congress leaders
have expressed their faith in the central leadership;
everything has been decided mutually," he said.
"All the Congress workers have said in one voice
that they shall abide by what the Congress high
command says. We are discussing the cabinet
expansion and appointments at different levels," he
added.
Sources said that Maken's meeting with the
MLAs is meant to collect first-hand feedback to
know more about the working of the state government. The sources also said that there is pressure
from the Congress high command to resolve all the
grudges of the party workers in the state.

join hands with smaller parties to
defeat the BJP in the assembly elec-

tions due early next year. UP has 20
per cent Muslim population but the
community is yet to receive its due in
terms of representation in the government."
He added that the AIMIM's
demand of adequate representation
to Muslims in the government would
gather momentum with the party
President's scheduled visit to the state
in August.
The AIMIM MP is slated to visit
Prayagraj, Kaushambhi and Fatehpur
once the monsoon session of
Parliament concludes.
The SP, on the other hand, is wary
of aligning with the AIMIM since the
party feels that Owaisi's brand of politics could prove detrimental to its
interests.
Moreover, the AIMIM plans to dent
the Muslim vote base of the SP and
the latter is completely unwilling to
share its votes with any other party.

NCB sleuths jump from first floor
to nab fleeing drug peddler
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n a daring operation,
NCB sleuths jumped
from the first floor of a
building to nab a fleeing
drug peddler who had
leaped out to evade arrest,
officials said on Sunday.
The culprit was identified
as Samir Mukhtar Sayyed
alias Salim Langda who was
operating from a premise in
Jogeshwari east suburb.
Following a tip-off, a NCB
team, carried out surveillance and raided the premises in the early hours of
Sunday and as Salim Langda
vaulted out to escape, he
was caught by the sleuths
who jumped down after
him.The NCB also nabbed

two of his associates, Zakir
Sayyed alias Zakir Takla and
M.A. Shamshuddin Shaikh,
plus effecting a total seizure
of 1.20 kg of charas and
mephedrone and cash of Rs
17.50 lakh, said NCB Zonal
Director Sameer Wankhede.
Wankhede said that Salim
Langda is a specially-challenged person who took
advantage of his condition to
run a drug cartel, and was
wanted for a previous NCB
drugs seizure case of 15.10
kg charas, and Rs 4.40 lakh
in which five others were
arrested.
"We had received several
complaints from the residents of Jogeshwari east
about Salim Langda's illegal
drug activities, hiring crimi-

nals, and involving children
in the narcotics trafficking,"
he said on the latest cleanup
drive in the western suburbs
of Mumbai.
Similarly, Zakir Takla is a
known history-sheeter
booked by Mumbai Police's
Anti-Narcotics Cell in cases
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic
Substances Act in 2010 and
2016.
In a rich haul earlier this
year, the NCB seized 2 kg
mephedrone, Rs 1.15 lakh
cash plus huge quantity of
foreign currencies, two luxury cars and arrested Zakir
Takla and his three associates - Shahrukh Khan,
Shadab Shaikh and Ajaz
Khan - in that case.

Tap water supply reaches 66%
Will abide by party leaders' decision, haven't schools, 60% anganwadi centres

received any message: Yediyurappa

Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa on Sunday reiterated he would abide by the decision of
his party's top leaders whether he would continue as in his post after July 26 or not.
Team Absolute|Bengaluru

T

he speculation about change of guard had gained
momentum in the state after the 78-year-old Lingayat
strongman and BJP's aging mascot in Karnataka had
stated that he would abide by the party high command's
decision whether to remain CM or step down.
"Our party leaders will inform me on Sunday (July 25)
evening and I will follow their diktat on Monday (January
26), as I will be completing two years in the office," he had
told reporters on July 23.
After his return from day-long tour of flood-hit Belagavi
district on Sunday, Yediyurappa told reporters that he had
not received any message from the central leaders and as
soon as he received, he would share it with the media first.
"In the morning, there is a programme to mark two years
of government. I will speak about the achievements in
those two years. After that, you will know the progress," he
said in response to a question as to why his daily programme after 1.30 pm has been left blank. "I have decided
that I will work till the very last minute. I already said two
months ago that I am ready to resign whenever I was asked

by our party leaders. I will reiterate it again - until now I
have got no message from them (party high command). As
soon as it comes... if they ask me to continue, I will. If not, I
will resign and work for that party," he said. The Chief
Minister said that he believes that the information may
come on Sunday night or Monday morning.The 78-year-old
made a sudden visit to Delhi last week where he met the
Prime Minister and other senior leaders.

Through weeks of speculation, the Chief Minister has
said that he has not been asked to resign. However, on
Thursday, he told reporters: "There is an event on July 26 on
completion of two years of our government here. After this,
I will follow whatever Prime Minister (Narendra Modi),
(Union Home Minister) Amit Shah and (BJP President) J.P.
Nadda will decide."These three leaders hold me very high
esteem. Therefore, I will wait for the message from the high
command," he said. Yediyurappa had flown from
Bengaluru to Belagavi, one of the worst flood-affected districts in the state, with more than 36,000 having been displaced after their homes were flooded or collapsed. Dams
in the northern region, including the Almatti Dam, released
water as river levels rose.Ironical it may seem, when
Yediyurappa was sworn-in as CM in July 2019, the state had
witnessed unprecedented widespread rains and floods
were battering the state. With no ministers for almost a
month and a half, Yediyurappa had single-handendly handled floods then too.
However, this time, he had asked his ministers to remain
on the ground in their districts to supervise the rescue and
relief efforts.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

n less than ten months
since the launch of the
campaign, tap water has
been made available in 66
per cent schools and 60 per
cent anganwadi centres
across the country, the ministry of Jal Shakti has
informed.Nine states and
one Union Territory have 100
per cent provision of clean
tap water supply in all
schools, ashramshalas and
anganwadi centres, despite
Covid-19 pandemic and the
lockdown. To ensure clean
tap water supply to children
in schools, anganwadi centres and ashramshalas (residential schools) for their
wellbeing and better health,
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October 2, 2020
launched a campaign to
make provision of tap water
supply in these institutions.
The Ministry of Jal Shakti

I

said, "In less than ten
months since the launch of
this campaign, tap water has
been made available in 6.85
lakh (66 per cent) schools,
6.80 lakh (60 per cent)
anganwadi centres and 2.36
lakh (69 per cent) Gram
Panchayats and Community
Healthcare Centres (CHCs)
for drinking and cooking
mid-day meal, 6.18 lakh
schools have tap water in toilets/urinals and 7.52 lakh
schools have tap water for
hand washing facility."In
Andhra Pradesh, Goa,
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Punjab,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, and UT
of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, provision of clean
tap water supply in all
schools, ashramshalas and
anganwadi centres have
been made, despite Covid-19
pandemic and lockdown
resulting into repeated disruptions, the ministry said.
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madhya pradesh
8 KILLED, 2 INJURED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS; CM MOURNS
DEATH, ANNOUNCES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has condoled the death and announced financial
assistance of Rs 2 lakh each to the families of the deceased.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

E

ight people were killed and
two others injured in two road
accidents at Bhopal and
Singrauli in Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday, police said.
In the state capital Bhopal, a
truck collided with a car carrying
five people at around 2 am near the
''Chinar Fortune City'' on BhopalHoshangabad road, Misrod police
station in-charge Niranjan Sharma
said.
The car was heading towards
Misrod when a truck collided with
it. Four male car occupants, in the
age group of 25 to 30 years, died on
the spot, the official said. Two of
the deceased were identified as
Aditya Pandey and Hitesh, both
residents of Bhopal's Awadhpuri
area. The two other deceased were
yet to be identified, he said.
Another seriously injured person
was undergoing treatment at a local
private hospital, the official said.
After being alerted, the police and a
team of the Bhopal Municipal
Corporation rushed to the spot and
pulled the victims out of the illfated car by using iron cutters, he
said. The truck driver fled from the

spot leaving his vehicle behind, the
official added.
In Singrauli, four people were
killed when their auto-rickshaw
collided head-on with a car near
Badokhar village, about 30 km from
the district headquarters, at around
8.30 am, Bargawa police station incharge Nagendra Pratap Singh said.

Two women passengers, aged 50
and 60 years, and the 18-year-old
auto-rickshaw driver died on the
spot, while another 25-year-old
man succumbed during treatment
in a hospital, he said. Another
injured person was undergoing
treatment in a medical facility, he
said. The car driver was saved as

the vehicle''s airbag opened during
collision with the auto-rickshaw,
the official said.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan also expressed grief over
the loss of lives in the road accident. Taking to Twitter, he wrote in
Hindi, which loosely translated to
English reads, "Saddened by the
news of the untimely demise of
many precious lives in an accident
caused by a collision between a car
and a truck on BhopalHoshangabad road. I pray to God
to grant the departed souls a place
at his feet and strength to the family members to bear this profound
pain. Peace!"
Chouhan has condoled the death
of four persons in a road accident
in Barokhar village of Singrauli district. Chief Minister Chouhan has
prayed to God to grant peace to the
departed souls and strength to the
bereaved family members to bear
this loss.Financial assistance of Rs 2
lakh each has been announced by
the district administration to the
families of the deceased. Out of
these, those who are found eligible
under the Sambal Yojana, their
families will be given financial
assistance of Rs.4 lakh each.

Schools To Reopen From Today For Classes 11, 12
 The classes in offline mode
will be held in the school
premises with 50 per cent
attendance. Along with
physical classes in offline
mode, virtual classes will
also continue to keep the
teaching-learning process in
momentum.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

S

chools in the State will resume
offline classes from Monday, July
26, for students of Classes 11 and
12, and for Classes 9 and 10, schools
will reopen from August 5. The classes

in offline mode will be held in the
school premises with 50 per cent attendance. Along with physical classes in
offline mode, virtual classes will also
continue to keep the teaching-learning
process in momentum.
Classes, as per the standard operating procedures released by the Madhya
Pradesh Government, will be held
twice a week for students of Classes 11
and 12. While Class 11 students will
attend schools on Tuesdays and
Fridays, Class 12 students will attend
on Mondays and Thursdays.
Student gatherings including in
morning assemblies and swimming
lessons will however not be permitted
to prevent the spread of Coronavirus.
As per reports, Chief Secretary Iqbal

CM to hold meeting on
'Prospects in AYUSH Sector'
 A presentation
and discussion
on AYUSH based
economic upgradation
scheme
'Devaranya' prepared mainly for
the residents of
scheduled tribal
areas of Madhya
Pradesh will be
held in the
meeting.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will
hold a meeting on
the 'Prospects in AYUSH
Sector' on July 26 at
Mantralaya from 3.30 pm. A
presentation and discus-

sion on AYUSH based economic up-gradation
scheme 'Devaranya' prepared mainly for the residents of scheduled tribal
areas of Madhya Pradesh
will be held in the meeting.
The meeting will be organized by the Madhya
Pradesh State Policy and
Planning Commission.
Under the scheme, more
AYUSH based activities will
be taken up to increase
employment and livelihood
opportunities in tribal
dominated areas. Under
this, the cultivation of
medicinal and aromatic
plants, industries based on
them, drug manufacturing,
storage, processing, marketing, promotion of rural
and health tourism in tribal
areas, empowerment of
self-help groups, establishment of nurseries etc. will
be undertaken.

Singh Bains has directed District
Collectors and Chief Medical and
Health Officers to inoculate teachers
and non-teaching staff of schools and
colleges that come under the
Department of Higher Education and
School Education from July 26 to 31.
For this, a vaccination campaign will
also be held from 9 am to 5 pm on an
appointed date by selecting colleges
with facilities in the district headquarters and development blocks.
It will be ensured that the first and
second dose of jabs against Covid is
administered to teachers and employees of all government and non-government colleges and schools, including
those of the Tribal Welfare
Department.

Bhopal, Monday, July 26, 2021

Orange, Yellow Alerts
Issued For Parts Of State
Orange alert
was issued for
23 districts
while yellow
alert was
issued for 5
districts in
Madhya
Pradesh by
the Weather
Office.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he Met department on
Sunday issued orange
and yellow alerts predicting heavy to very heavy
rainfall, thunderstorms and
lightning in large parts of
Madhya Pradesh, which has
been experiencing intermittent downpours for the last
three days.
Both these alerts are valid
till Monday morning, India
Meteorological Department's
Bhopal office senior meteorologist PK Saha said while
talking to this newspaper.
Anuppur city in east MP
received the highest 234.5
mm rainfall in the state in the
last 24 hours ending 8.30 AM

CM PLANTS A SAPLING
OF KARANJ

Team Absolute|Indore

T

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in his pledge to plant saplings
every day, planted a sapling of Karanj
in Smart Park here today. Karanj is a
multipurpose evergreen tree. Its wood
is used for everyday use tools, household works and fuel.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

A

day after Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
wooed investors to the state, MP
Congress chief Kamal Nath on Sunday
said industries pump in money only if
there is an environment of trust, which is
lacking in the state under the BJP rule.
Nath also claimed that during the 15month-long Congress dispensation in the
state helmed by him till March last year,
the government had tried to improve the

image of Madhya Pradesh and build an
environment of trust, but the Chouhanled government has brought things back
to square one. "Shivraj ji, this is true that
MP is the heart of India, but know the fact
that investment comes with trust, which
your government never earned. Because
under your rule, the state earned the dubious distinction being a state of mafias,
adulterators, corruption, and unemployment and for always being on top among
the states in the crime against women,"
Nath said in the tweet.Despite holding
many investors' meets by spending lakhs
and crores of rupees and making claims
about attracting investments, everybody
knows the reality on the investment front
in the state, he added."We tried to change
this image (of the state) and build an envi-

Shivpuri, and Ashoknagar
districts.A yellow alert, which
advises authorities to "be
updated" on the situation,
warning likely heavy rains
and thunderstorms accompanied with lightning at isolated places, was issued for
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh,
Balaghat, Anuppur and
Narsinghpur districts.
Saha said a low-pressure
area was lying over the northern part of the central MP
and adjoining areas, and an
east-west trough was running
along 25 degrees north latitude. Besides, the monsoon
trough was passing through
the low-pressure area over
the northern part of the central MP, he said.

'Special 40' squad to
protect girls, women
he Indore police in Madhya
Pradesh has set up a 40-member
squad to protect minor girls from
sex offenders and curb crimes against
women, an official said on Sunday.
The 'Special 40', comprising women
volunteers, will collect information for
police and also be deployed in festivals,
fairs and other gatherings as a safety
measure, he said.
"Young girls are targets of drug addicts
and other criminals, especially in the
slums. We want to protect minor girls
and women with the help of this squad.

State lacks 'environment of trust' under BJP rule: Kamal Nath
 Nath also claimed that during the 15-month-long
Congress dispensation in
the state helmed by him till
March last year, the government had tried to improve
the image of Madhya
Pradesh and build an environment of trust, but the
Chouhan-led government
has brought things back to
square one.

on Sunday, he said, adding
Shamshabad area in Vidisha
district of the west MP
received 190.6 mm rainfall
during the same period.
The orange alert- which
asks authorities to "be prepared"- warning possible
heavy rains and thunderstorms accompanied with
lightning at isolated places
has been issued for 23 districts, namely Indore, Dhar,
Alirajpur, Jhabua, Khargone,
Barwani, Khandwa,
Burhanpur, Ujjain, Dewas,
Ratlam, Shajapur, AgarMalwa, Mandsaur, Neemuch,
Hoshangabad, Betul and
Harda.It (orange alert) also
forecasts similar weather in
Rajgarh, Guna, Sheopur,

ronment of trust during our 15-month
rule, but the BJP could not tolerate it and
by striking deals, toppled our government?" Nath alleged in his tweet.But after
your government came to power, the state
has come back to square one, he
stated.Nath's tweets come a day after
Chouhan in his address at Horasis India
Meeting, 2021 during a session on
'Madhya Pradesh - India's Emerging
Economic Tiger' in New Delhi on Saturday
spoke about the plans to turn Madhya
Pradesh an ideal investment destination
in India."We are not just the heart of India,
but are the people with a heart. We don't
have (only) one, but have multiple unique
point,s like 30 per cent forest cover, a hub
of minerals, Asia's largest dam and 8.5
crore population with a focus on skilled
manpower," Chouhan was quoted as saying in a government release."I know that
the backbone of Madhya Pradesh's development is in investment, and hence we
are focusing on this. I welcome you all to
Madhya Pradesh, and invest - we hope
you get the benefit and help reach the
Atmna Nirbhar Bharat dreams, I promise
you won't be disappointed," the chief minister had added.

It has women volunteers in the 20-50
age group. In additional to physical
training, they are being taught legal provisions related to crimes against
women," Additional superintendent of
police (ASP) Prashant Choubey said.
The squad, which has been given a
special attire and walkie-talkie sets, will
teach girls about 'bad touch, good
touch" in slums and ways to prevent sexual assault, he said. Incidents of minor
girls fleeing their homes and falling prey
to anti-social elements have come to
light recently, and this squad, if need be,
will provide counselling to prevent such
cases, the Additional SP said.

TAKE ACTION UNDER CORONA PROTOCOLS AGAINST
PROTESTING GOVT EMPLOYEES, GAD TO COLLECTORS
Team Absolute |Bhopal
he General
Administration
Department (GAD) has
instructed collectors of all
districts to take action against
government employees
protesting and demanding
increased DA and promotions.
Government has called it
'misconduct' and asked the
collectors to take immediate
action protesting employees
under provisions of covid
guidelines. GAD has mentioned about the memorandum submitted to the chief
minister by Madhya Pradesh
Adhikari Karmchari
Samyukta Morcha- federation of various govt employee
organizations.
The memorandum besides
demands said that the
employees and officials will
lodge their protest in a
phased manner. Two phases
of the protest have been

T

completed so far and in next
phase all employees and officials have decided to take
mass leave on July 29.
Representatives of government employee organizations have termed the move
as oppressive and said that
the staff members are determined on their plan.
'Government should rather
consider our demands with
empathy than to disown us in
adverse times. We are only
demanding what the government had promised us. We
cooperated with the government during pandemic and
provided all support without
any condition,' said Jitendra
Singh, state convener of the
morcha.Demands of the
samyukta morcha includes
release of 5% increased
Dearness Allowance (DA)
pending since 2019, benefits
of promotion from July 2020
and to start regular promotions of the employees.

Kargil Diwas is day of remembrance Indore cops launch
'gunda abhiyan'
of heroism and courage: CM
Team Absolute|Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that Kargil
Diwas refreshes the memories
of the glorious tales of the heroism,
bravery and gallantry of our soldiers.
The country salutes its heroic sons.
Chouhan gave this message through
the tweet on Sunday on the mention
of Kargil Diwas in Mann ki Baat by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
said that the upcoming
Independence Day will be celebrated
as an Amrit Mahotsav in the whole
country. Series of organising Amrit
Mahotsav has started in Madhya
Pradesh on a call of PM Modi. In
Madhya Pradesh, along with the
country, 75th Independence Day will
be celebrated as the Amrit Mahotsav.
Chouhan has warmly congratulated the country's daughter Priya Malik
on winning the gold medal in the
wrestling in 73 kg category at
Hungary's Budapest World Cadet
Wrestling Championship. He said

that the country's daughter Priya
Malik and all other players in the
country continue to glorify Ma Bharti
by making such history.
Chouhan listened to PM Modi's
Mann ki Baat on Sunday. Chief
Minister Chouhan said that the
thinking of our Prime Minister is
filled with national interest and for
all-round development. He has given
the concept of Local for Vocal to promote local products, it is becoming

effective in the whole nation. The
items being prepared by people at
the local level are being appreciated
in other countries. Attempts are constantly being made to provide the
market to the items produced by
women self-help groups in Madhya
Pradesh.
Chouhan said that under the leadership of PM Modi, Madhya Pradesh
is continuously striving to attain new
heights of development and progress.

The mantra given by him has been
effectively implemented in Madhya
Pradesh. A roadmap of Atma-nirbhar
Madhya Pradesh has been prepared
and its implementation has also
started for the development of the
state. Chouhan said that Indore's
light house built with state-of-the-art
technology under the guidance of the
Prime Minister will be prove to show
direction to other states of the
country.

 DIG Manish
Kapoorya said
that habitual
offenders and
goons, who have
been creating
problems in localities, extorting
money from people, reaming
around with
weapons, were
detained and
booked under sections of the IPC.
Team Absolute | Indore

A

week after the shooting of liquor trader
Arjun Thakur, which
started a war among the
liquor barons of the city,
Indore police started a
'gunda abhiyaan' on

Saturday under which preventive actions were carried
out against 556 people
across the city.
DIG Manish Kapoorya
said that habitual offenders
and goons, who have been
creating problems in localities, extorting money from
people, reaming around
with weapons, were
detained and booked under
sections of the IPC. Despite
Covid-19 protocols, the lockups of various police stations
were seen jam-packed with
goons who were arrested
and made to sit at the station
for over 12 hours without
social distancing. Including
all the police stations in east
and west regions of the city,
62 people roaming around
with illegal weapons were
arrested and booked under
Arms Act. 39 people found
selling liquor illegally were
booked under Excise Act, 25
accused found smoking

cannabis in public were
arrested and booked under
NDPS Act. Apart from this,
preventive actions were initiated against over 80 habitual offenders and 343 were
booked under section 151 of
crpc. DIG said that some
habitual offenders have been
booked under NSA. In the
past one week after liquor
trader Arjun Thakur was
shot at, eight people are still
absconding and five have
been arrested. Vijay Nagar
police had registered a case
against 13 of which Satish
Bhau, Chintu Thakur,
Govind Gehlot, and were
arrested whereas the others
were on the run.On Saturday
police arrested another
absconding accused Monu
alias Sujit Panchal. While
police said that he was
arrested from by the team,
sources confirmed that he
was hiding in the house of
his sister in lines area.
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MAHARASHTRA FLOODS
Union Minister Narayan Rane
assures Central help

CM SEEKS CENTRE'S HELP FOR
LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
"I will not make any populist announcements right now but make a comprehensive study and then we shall give the compensation, how much help can be asked from the Centre, within a couple of days," Thackeray told media persons.
Team Absolute|Ratnagiri:

M

aharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday sought the
Centre's help for devising "long-term
measures" to mitigate the frequent crises of
devastating floods which play havoc in the
state.
Touring the flood-ravaged areas of
Ratnagiri district - where Chiplun, Khed and
other places were the worst-hit, he said that
the state would make an assessment of the
situation to evolve permanent solutions.
"We shall make an assessment, a realistic
study of everything and inform the Centre.
We are grateful to the Centre, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh for their help
in this disaster," Thackeray said.
Moving around the once-picturesque
Chiplun tourist destination with several luxury hotels dotting the banks of River Vashishti,
Thackeray witnessed the massive flood havoc
in the town of 55,000, for the second time
after the 2005 great floods.
Accompanied by Ministers Anil Parab, and

Uday Samant, MLA Bhaskar Jadhav, Chief
Secretary Sitaram Kunte and other civic and
police officials, he interacted with traders,
shopkeepers and residents, who had to take
refuge on roofs or on top of building tops
were marooned for nearly three days amid
15-20 feet water.
Many recounted their plight with tears in

their eyes, some others lost control, and a
group of agitated townies attempted to
'gherao' the CM and his entourage, demanding promised assistance and rehabilitation.
The Chief Minister later undertook a
detailed review meeting at a private hotel
and took details of the unprecedented disaster, the deaths and missing people, the dam-

age to public and private properties, the type
of immediate help and long-term assistance
to rebuild the town, etc.
"I will not make any populist announcements right now but make a comprehensive
study and then we shall give the compensation, how much help can be asked from the
Centre, within a couple of days," Thackeray
told media persons.
However, for the present, he said that
Collectors have been directed to provide
immediate assistance by way of food, clothes,
medicines, and other requirements.
He also directed the administration to
avoid technical issues or 'red tape' while
assisting the flood-hit people of the region,
implement a proper flood management system and other precautions to prevent recurrence of such incidents in future.
"Rains, floods, and water are not new to
the people of Konkan But what happened
this time was beyond all imagination. A
majority of the people couldn't save their
personal belongings due to the swift rise in
water levels as they tried to save their lives,"
Thackeray noted.

Raigad: Union Minister for MSMEs Narayan Rane on
Sunday assured all help from the Centre to help mitigate the sufferings of the flood victims of western and
coastal Maharashtra."The Centre will definitely help
out the state and Centre will rebuild the Taliye village,"
he said, visiting the small village near Mahad that was
wiped out in a hill-slide on Thursday, killing more than
50.Accompanied by the Bharatiya Janata Party's
Leaders of Opposition Devendra Fadnavis (Assembly)
and Pravin Darekar (Council), Rane who hails from
Sindhudurg in coastal Konkan went around viewing
the flood-ravaged regions of the region.He inspected
the rescue and relief operations and lauded the efforts
of the various agencies like the Army, Navy, Air Force,
coast guard, NDRF, SDRF, police, fire brigade, and others, involved in the herculean task amid huge adversities and inclement weather conditions.Rane, a Rajya
Sabha Member, said that prior to his visit here, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke to him."He asked me to
visit the site and submit a report on my return. The
Centre will certainly extend all help to the people here,"
Rane said.To a query on how a chain of tragedies is hitting Maharashtra, Rane curtly cut it short by making it
clear that "this is not the time to indulge in pointing fingers at anyone.""

People Take Refuge On Roofs, Villages Cut Off Amid Flood Fury
Team Absolute|Mumbai

D

ays after torrential rain triggered floods and landslides
across several districts in Maharashtra, killing 138 people
and leaving dozens still missing, two national highways
remain closed to traffic along with other key roads making it difficult to evacuate people stranded on the roofs of their submerged homes.Frightening visuals from the roads outside
Sangliwadi village in Sangli district highlight the severity of the
situation, including one shot that shows a lorry with water up to
the driver's cabin.
Other shots show people now living on the roof of their
homes as they wait, anxiously and desperately, for help. Locals
said that while the situation was not quite as grim as the 2019
floods, it was worrying that the water had still not receded,
despite little or no rain since yesterday.Most of the village has
been evacuated and a relief camp has been set up at a nearby
college. The Krishna and Warna rivers are flowing over danger
marks. In some places water levels have even risen, with heavy
rains in catchment areas forcing the release of excess water from
dams.Water Resources Minister Jayant Patil is camping in Sangli
to oversee rescue and relief efforts. So far, nearly one lakh peo-

Frightening visuals from outside Sangliwadi village in Sangli highlight the severity of the situation,
including one shot that shows a lorry with water up to the driver's cabin

Leopard breaks into school, rescued
in four-hour-long operation
A detailed story of the operation was shared on
Instagram by Wildlife SOS
and has received much
applause from netizens.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n a shocking incident, a leopard
broke into a school canteen located
in a village near Ahmednagar district.
The adult male big cat found itself in a
tight spot after getting into the building
and animal rescue team Wildlife SOS
along with officials of the Forest
Department reached the spot the rescue
the leopard. A detailed story of the operation was shared on Instagram by
Wildlife SOS and has received much
applause from netizens.
"Leopard Found in a School! In a
shocking incident, an adult male leop-

ard broke into the canteen of a school
located in a village in Ahmednagar district, Maharashtra," explains the caption
shared alongside the video. "Equipping
themselves with safety nets, a trap cage
and protective gear to carry out the rescue mission, a five-member team from
Wildlife SOS rushed to assist a team of
forest officers in the rescue operation," it
adds. The recording shows men gearing
up to rescue the big cat without causing

it any kind of harm.Shared on July 24,
the clip has garnered over 9,000 views
and several reactions.
However, the big cat was successfully
rescued in a 4-hour-long daring operation by Wildlife SOS & the Maharashtra
Forest Department.
Equipping themselves with safety
nets, a trap cage and protective gear to
carry out the rescue mission, a fivemember team from Wildlife SOS rushed
to assist a team of forest officers in the
rescue operation.
The leopard was safely shifted to a
trap cage and transferred to the Wildlife
SOS Leopard Rescue Centre in Junnar
for medical care and observation. The
leopard, estimated to be a 7 to 8 yearly
male had wounds all over his body
which were at risk of becoming septic in
the rains.After treatment and observation, the leopard was safely released
back to the wild.

LIFT COLLAPSE KILLS 6;
BUILDING CONTRACTOR,
SUPERVISOR ARRESTED
Mumbai:The
death count in the
collapse of a lift at
an under-construction building
in Mumbai rose to
six and police
arrested its contractor and supervisor
for allegedly flouting safety norms, an
official said on Sunday.On Saturday, five
people were killed and one person was
injured after the lift came crashing
down at the construction site near
Hanuman Gully in Worli area of central
Mumbai.According to police, the
injured person later succumbed to his
injuries, which took the toll to six.The
victims have been identified as
Chinmay Anand Mandal (33), Bharat
Anand Mandal (30), Anilkumar Nandlal
Yadav, Avinash Das (35), Abhay Mistry
Yadav (32) and Laxman Mandal
(35).The building's contractor and
supervisor were arrested for allegedly
not following safety norms during the
construction work, a police official said.

Over 1.10 lakh hectares of crop damaged
across Maharashtra due to heavy rains
The state has reported
over 100 deaths due to
landslides triggered by
heavy rains in various parts
since Thursday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

looding caused by torrential rain
over the past few days has
caused damage to around 1.10
lakh hectares of crop across
Maharashtra, according to initial estimates by the State Agriculture
Department.
Crops like sugarcane, paddy, soybean, maize and cotton have reported the maximum hit, with the agriculture department fearing further rise
in the number of areas affected as
reports pour in from various parts of
the state.Over the last few days, parts
of the state have reported extremely

F

heavy rains with western
Maharashtra districts of Kolhapur,
Sangli and parts of Satara reporting
massive destruction. Almost all districts of Konkan, along with the district of Parbhani in Marthawada, have
also reported heavy losses. In
Vidarbha, Akola, Washim and Nagpur
districts reported massive losses. The
state has reported over 100 deaths

due to landslides triggered by heavy
rains in various parts since
Thursday.Early estimates showed that
around 35,000 hectares of cropped
area, mainly sugarcane, has been
affected by the rains in Kolhapur.
Similarly, 4,500 hectares of area in
Sangli and 5,000 hectares in Pune
have reported losses. Konkan has
seen maximum losses in rice fields

with most farm land being under
water due to the rainfall.
"In many parts of the state, the
agriculture officers have not been
able to go to the fields due to remote
areas being cut off from the main
area," said a senior agriculture officer.
In fact, the office of the agriculture
department in Kolhapur was also
waterlogged due to rains in the area,
an official added. After a long dry
spell, monsoon has again revived in
Maharashtra, with 2118.9 mm rainfall
being reported as of Saturday as
against the season's normal of 1486.2
mm. Pune recorded 548.2 mm of
rainfall (as against season's normal of
451.9 mm), Aurangabad 458.1 mm
(278.2 mm), Amravati 434.6mm
(333.1 mm) and Nagpur 515.7 mm
(467.6 mm). At 241.0 mm as against
the season's normal of 308.9mm, only
Nashik division reported deficient
rainfall, which has added to the worry
of the farmers there.

ple and 30 livestock have been evacuated from there. Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray is likely visit Sangli and Satara districts on Monday. Other distressing sights include the SangliIslampur road.A key road that has submerged appears like a
massive lake with muddy brown waters, around that fields of
paddy and crops are similarly inundated. The only proof - a
lone mile marker with its top sticking out above the water. Either
side of the road, authorities have said, several other villages that
have also been completely flooded remain inaccessible.
Hundreds of people are still believed to be stuck in such
places.Those with brick-and-mortar houses, or who have been
able to get to the roofs of such buildings, may have found some
respite from the flood's fury.The less fortunate are those who
were living in mud huts that have been completely washed
away.And it isn't just the floodwaters people have to contend
with. A video from ANI showed a crocodile by the side of a road
in Sangli, probably displaced after the rise in water level of the
Krishna.Chief Minister Thackeray visited flood-affected Chiplun
in Ratnagiri district on Sunday. where he met officials to assess
the extent of damage and evaluate ongoing relief operations.In
parts of Chiplun, water levels rose to nearly 20 feet (six metres)
on Thursday after 24 hours of uninterrupted rain.

Re-exams announced by NTA, ICAI,
Department of Technical Education
Due to heavy rain in
Maharashtra, several candidates could not give entrance
examinations. Thus, NTA,
ICAI, Department of Technical
Education will give those students a chance to reappear
for the examinations.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

D

ue to heavy rain in Maharashtra,
several candidates could not give
entrance examinations which
were scheduled for the month of July.
Keeping in mind the situation, National
Testing Agency, Institue of Chartered
Accountants of India, and Maharashtra
Department of Technical Education
decided to re-schedule exams for candidates who could not sit for the examinations.
Maharashtra has been facing heavy

rain for the last few days. Indian
Meteorological Department has already
issued red flags in six districts. More
than 130 people have lost their lives due
to the rains. There have been massive
floods in districts such as Thane,
Ratnagiri, Kohlapur.Due to the adverse
situation in n the cities of Satara,
Ratnagiri, Ichalkaranji, Kolhapur, and
Sangli ICAI has decided to give examinees a chance to reappear for the exam
which took place on July 24. However,
the date of the examination will be conveyed to the candidates after all the
examinations of ICAI end on July 30,
2021. Further in its notice, ICAI mentioned that the decision has been taken
to protect the career and academic
interests of the examinees. It added that
candidates who missed the July 24
exam, Paper - 1, Principles, and Practice
of Accounting, should appear for the
remaining examinations which will take
place for three consecutive days.

Deputy SP, constable held for demanding
Rs 2 crore bribe from trader
Team Absolute|Mumbai

umbai Unit of AntiCorruption Bureau
(ACB) has arrested a
deputy superintendent and a
constable for allegedly
demanding bribe of Rs 2
crore and accepting Rs 10
lakh as the first instalment
from a 36-year-old trader.
The deputy SP, Rajendra
Pal, had called the complainant and threatened him
of action in relation with his
friend's accidental death.
The cop claimed he has an
audio clip of the calls
between the complainant
and the deceased's wife
which can land him in trouble.
The constable, Ganesh
Chavhan, was caught accepting Rs 10 lakh from the complainant on Friday night.
A 35-year-old trader died
in a road accident at Selu,
Parbhani on May 2 this year.

M

The trader, who was returning home, was knocked
down by a speeding truck.
An offence was registered
against the driver of the truck
in the Selu Police station on
May 3. After a couple of
months, an audio clip had
gone viral in which the wife
of the deceased was talking
with the complainant, also a
trader and a friend of the
deceased.On July 9, Pal, the
deputy SP of Selu region
called the complainant to his
office. "Pal told the trader
that he has an audio clip in
which he is talking to the
wife of the deceased. The
deputy SP also threatened
him that this audio clip can
land him in trouble" said an
officer from ACB,
Mumbai.The cop then asked
the trader to pay a bribe of Rs
2 crore. Not willing to pay,
the trader registered a complaint at ACB Headquarters,
Mumbai. The Mumbai Unit

of ACB started working on
the complaint and verification of the demand was done
on July 23 at Selu by officials.
"Along with the complainant, an ACB official
confirmed the demand of Rs
2 crore by the deputy SP and
after bargaining the final
amount of bribe was settled
on 1.5 crore rupees. The first
instalment of Rs 10 lakh was
accepted by constable
Ganesh Chavhan at the complainant's residence, which is
just next to the deputy SP's
office" said another officer
from ACB. Chavhan was
caught red-handed while
accepting the money while a
team rushed to Pal's office
and nabbed him too. An
offence under Prevention of
Corruption Act 1988 was registered against the accused at
Selu Police station. Pal was
previously posted at Wadala
GRP as senior police
inspector.
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Cells impact on Covid

T

he body's first encounter with SARSCoV-2, the virus behind Covid-19,
happens in the nose and throat, or
nasopharynx, thus it may help determine
who will develop severe Covid disease and
who will get through with mild or no illness.
According to a study led by a team of
researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Boston Children's Hospital
(BCH); and the Universities of Mississippi
and Harvard found that people who develop severe Covid-19 have markedly blunted
antiviral responses in the nasopharynx.
For the study, published in the journal
Cell, the team comprehensively mapped
SARS-CoV-2 infection in the nasopharynx.
They obtained samples from the nasal
swabs of 35 adults with Covid-19 from April
to September 2020, ranging from mildly
symptomatic to critically ill.They also got
swabs from 17 control subjects and six
patients who were intubated but did not
have Covid-19.When the team compared
nasopharyngeal swabs from people with
different severity of Covid-19 illness, they
found that in people with mild or moderate
Covid-19, epithelial cells showed increased
activation of genes involved with antiviral
responses, especially genes stimulated by
type I interferon, a very early alarm that
rallies the broader immune system.
Further, in people who developed severe
Covid-19, requiring mechanical ventilation, antiviral responses were markedly
blunted.In particular, their epithelial cells
had a muted response to interferon, despite
harbouring high amounts of virus. At the
same time, their swabs had increased
numbers of macrophages and other
immune cells that boost inflammatory
responses.

Arun Lakshman
hen the Directorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption (DVAC) sleuths raided 21 premises, including the residence of AIADMK leader and former Tamil
Nadu Transport Minister M.R. Vijayabhaskar
on July 22, it sent out a clear message -- the
politics of vendetta which is a common phenomenon in Dravidian politics of the state is
back with a bang.
AIADMK leaders and former Chief Ministers
O. Pannerselvam and K. Palaniswami, stated
that the raids on Vijayabhaskar were acts of
vendetta and the party would challenge them
in a court of law. Both the leaders said that the
AIADMK would not be cowed down by the
raids.
When M.K. Stalin assumed office as Chief
Minister on May 7, it marked the DMK's return
to power in the state after 10 years. Stalin stated
that his government would practise the politics
of inclusiveness. In a 13-member committee
constituted by him to fight Covid-19, the Chief
Minister had included C. Vijayabhaskar of the
AIADMK, the former Health Minister of Tamil
Nadu.Political analysts and observers saw this

W

as a good sign in Dravidian politics -- that
Stalin was for a change in outlook and this
could reflect in governance as well.The vigilance raids carried out at the home of
Vijayabhaskar on Thursday has shattered the
tall claims of the DMK that it was practising the
politics of inclusiveness.On March 25, 1989, the
then opposition leader of Tamil Nadu
Assembly and AIADMK leader J. Jayalalithaa
was assaulted in the House after the Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi himself began calling
her names. A fuming Jayalalithaa came out of

the assembly and vowed that she would return
to the House as Chief Minister.Twelve years
later, it was the turn of Jayalalithaa to get her
revenge. In the wee hours of June 30, 2001, the
Tamil Nadu police barged into Karunanidhi's
home, he was no longer Chief Minister, and
arrested him. The visuals on various television
channels showed the then 78-year-old leader
being pushed, shoved, and beaten before
being taken to the police station. Union
Minister Murasoli Maran who tried to resist the
arrest was also arrested. Another Union minis-

ter, T.R. Baalu, and hundreds of DMK cadres,
including Stalin, were arrested. This was politics of vengeance at its height and Jayalalithaa
practised it to the full.S. Sivasankaran, a political commentator, said: "Those who were following Tamil Nadu politics closely were glad
that Stalin had started off on a good note of
inclusive politics and his including, C.
Vijayabhaskar, minister in AIADMK government as a member of the 13-member committee to combat Covid was viewed by many as a
good beginning.

Does Sidhu have an eye on CM's post after PCC chief?
Vinod Kumar

I

s it simply an ego tussle between Punjab
chief minister Capt Amrinder Singh and
cricketer-turned politician Navjot Singh
Sidhu or something more could be drawn
from this ongoing tussle? Apparently, it
appears to be something more than just ego
clashes of the two giant personalities of
Punjab politics. What is it? Despite the fact
that the Central leadership conceded to the
demands of Sidhu and he was appointed
president of Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee, daggers are still drawn between
the two leaders. It clearly means that the
post of the party chief is just a ladder to
reach the chair of Punjab chief minister
with the support of top brass of the party.
Sidhu had joined the Congress leaving
the BJP after representing Amritsar in the
Lok Sabha for two terms. He was also seen
hobnobbing with Aam Aadmi Party, still he
was given the responsibility of state party
chief replacing Sunil Jakhar - son of late
Dalit Congress leader Balram Jakhar.
Despite Sidhu being made state party chief,
his behaviour during some of the party programmes had certainly crossed the limit of

dissent and reached to the limits of indiscipline yet he is being cajoled. So much so
that state party in-charge Harish Rawat was
forced to request Priyanka Gandhi to intervene on certain issues as he was not ready
to listen to anyone instead of disciplinary
action. He was not ready to listen to anyone
else except the Gandhi family. Everyone
knows that Sidhu has the backing of former
Congress president Rahul Gandhi who
announced in the media that differences in
the Punjab Congress are ironed out and the
party would collectively contest the 2022
Assembly elections.
But what is intriguing amidst all these
developments is that the Punjab chief minister is continuously neglected by the top
brass of the Congress including Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi and the most
important being that despite his opposition
Sidhu was appointed the state Congress
chief. This has sent a clear message in the
state Congress that Sidhu has the support of
the Central leadership. So, has the central
leadership any plan for generational shift in
the organisation? Do they have any plans to
consider Sidhu as the next chief minister of
Punjab? There is a very strong possibility of
this happening in the state. Sidhu appears

 Palestine's envoy to the UN,
Riyad Mansour told the Voice
of Palestine radio on
Saturday that "international
inaction gives Israel a license
to do what it wants in the
Palestinian territories without punishment", reports
Xinhua news agency.
Ramallah|Agencies
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Jerusalem and the West Bank, and keeping the blockade imposed on the Gaza
Strip.Mansour announced that on July
28, the UN Security Council is scheduled
to hold a session for an open dialogue on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Meanwhile, Saleh Ra'fat, member of
the executive committee of Palestine
Liberation Organization, told reporters
that the Israeli assaults against the
Palestinians are continuing and never

stop. "Israeli soldiers killed on Friday
night a 17-year-old boy. The Israeli
measures are carried on every day
against our people in the West Bank, East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip," Ra'fat
said.He added that Palestinian contacts
are continuing with the International
Criminal Court, international institutions
and friendly countries "to impose sanctions on Israel to force it to stop violations in Palestine."

to be nurturing this dream from long time.
Capt Amrinder Singh is 79-year-old at the
moment and by the time next Assembly
takes place in 2022, he will be 80. So, the
Congress might be looking for a young
leader to take the baton from him. Sidhu
being young, popular and aggressive fits the
bill for the Congress. If elections are contested under the presidentship of Sidhu,
replacing Amrinder Singh will be a logical
generational transformation. Sidhu constantly attacking the chief minister on some
corruption and sentimental issues will help
the party to retain those voters which might
not vote for the Congress due to antiincumbency. Sidhu's attack on the CM is
giving them the hope that there might be a
possibility of change in the leadership and
that would address the issues raised by
Sidhu which should actually have been
raised by the Opposition. This will blunt the
anti-incumbency in the state for the
Congress.
Sidhu has always been the bitter critic of
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), so voters that
are angry with SAD might
vote for the Congress as they
know that the BJP does not
stand a good chance in the

MEXICAN PREZ CALLS FOR
'NEW COEXISTENCE' OF
AMERICAN STATES
Mexico City:Mexican President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador called for "a new
coexistence" of all the countries of the
Americas after stating that the model
imposed more than two centuries ago "is
exhausted; it has no future".
The Mexican President on Saturday
proposed that Latin American states do
"something similar to the European
Union, but attached to our history, our
reality and our identities", reports Xinhua
news agency.
Lopez Obrador made his comments on
the 238th anniversary of the birth of
Simon Bolivar at Chapultepec Castle in
Mexico City, during the 21st Foreign
Ministers meeting of the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAC).Lopez Obrador highlighted
Cuba's forbearance in the face of the US'
blockade imposed more than 60 years ago.
"The people of Cuba deserve the prize
of dignity," he said.
In his speech, he called for the
Organization of American States to
become a truly autonomous body, "not a
lackey of anyone but a mediator at the
request and acceptance of the parties to
conflicts in matters of human rights and
democracy".

5 sites in Saudi Arabia, Europe
inscribed on world heritage list
Paris|Agencies

F

ive cultural sites in Saudi Arabia
and Europe have been inscribed
on the world heritage list, the
Unesco announced in a statement.
According to the statement issued
on Saturday, the decision was made
during the Unesco World Heritage
Committee's 44th session recently held
online and chaired from Fuzhou,
China, reports Xinhua news agency.
Hima Cultural Area in an arid,
mountainous area of southwest Saudi
Arabia won the status as it contains a
substantial collection of rock art
images depicting hunting, fauna, flora
and lifestyles in a cultural continuity of
7,000 years, the statement said.
Travellers and armies camping on
the site left a wealth of rock inscriptions and petroglyphs through the ages
and until the late 20th century, most of
which are preserved in pristine condition.
The trans-national site, "The Great
Spa Towns of Europe", comprises 11
towns located in seven European
countries -- Austria, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, France, Germany,
Italy and the UK.The spa buildings and

"Taliban leaders have denied responsibility for any abuses, but growing evidence of expulsions, arbitrary detentions,
and killings in areas under their control are raising fears among the population."
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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in Kandahar may commit further atrocities to
retaliate against the government and security
forces," said Patricia Gossman, Associate
Asia director at Human Rights Watch.
"Taliban leaders have denied responsibility
for any abuses, but growing evidence of
expulsions, arbitrary detentions, and killings
in areas under their control are raising fears

among the population."The International
Criminal Court is currently investigating
allegations of war crimes and serious human
rights abuses by all parties to the conflict,
including the Taliban. Taliban commanders
who knew or should have known about
abuses by forces under their control and
took no action to prevent or stop them are

state without its alliance with SAD.
However, the BJP with the help of Rashtriya
Sikh Sangat - an affiliate organization of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh -- is trying to
make dent into the SAD vote bank but this
is sure that it would certainly be not enough
for the BJP to emerge as single largest party
in the state. SAD and Bahujan Samaj Party
alliance is not time tested and most of the
Dalit Sikh have always been voting SAD for
long. The BSP is not a force to reckon with
in Punjab despite the fact that Punjab has
the highest Scheduled Caste population at
31.94 per cent as per 2011 census. No other
political party except the Congress in the
state appears to have the support base to
catapult it to the power corridors in
Chandigarh. Capt Amrinder Singh knows
very well that there is no scope for above 75
leaders in the BJP. So, he will have to stay
put in the Congress only. In such a situation, the pressure tactics of Sidhu may yield
good results for him including the coveted
post of Punjab chief minister coming to his
lap.

international

International Criminal Court investigating war crimes by Taliban
aliban forces that have taken control of
districts in Afghanistan's southern
Kandahar province have detained hundreds of residents whom they accuse of association with the government.
Human Rights Watch said the Taliban
have reportedly killed some detainees,
including relatives of provincial government
officials and members of the police and
army.
The watchdog body said that after Taliban
forces took control of Kandahar's Spin
Boldak border crossing with Pakistan on July
8, 2021, and the Spin Boldak district center
on July 16, they conducted searches to identify residents who have worked for the local
government or security forces. Taliban forces
that control areas around Kandahar city have
carried out similar searches and have evicted
some residents. Taliban have taken more
than 300 people into custody and have
detained them in unidentified locations.
"There are grave concerns that Taliban forces
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END OF 'INCLUSIVENESS' IN TN POLITICSS

PALESTINIAN DIPLOMAT SLAMS 'INACTION'
TOWARDS ISRAEL'S VIOLATIONS

senior Palestinian diplomat has
slammed what he termed as the
international community's inaction towards the Israeli violations in the
Palestinian territories.
Palestine's envoy to the UN, Riyad
Mansour told the Voice of Palestine radio
on Saturday that "international inaction
gives Israel a license to do what it wants
in the Palestinian territories without
punishment", reports Xinhua news
agency. He said that Israel continues its
illegal actions against the Palestinians,
mainly building settlements in East
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culpable as a matter of command responsibility. "The UN, US, and other countries
engaged in the peace talks should urgently
call on the Taliban leadership to stop these
killings and other abuses," Gossman said.At
Spin-Boldak, the Afghan officials found the
dead bodies of over 100 civilians while the
fate of the around 300 civilians abducted
was not known.The Taliban have told members of the Afghan National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF), including police
who have been the principal security force
in Kandahar, to register with them to receive
letters guaranteeing their safety, a local
activist reported.Those who registered are
required to report to the Taliban once a
month. Taliban forces have gone to the
homes of some ANDSF members who had
registered, taken them into custody, and
killed an unknown number of them. In one
case, on July 9, the Taliban shot and killed a
man named Nangiyali, in front of family
members. He was a resident of Sarposa,
Kandahar, who had previously worked with
the police.

facilities of this site "are all integrated
into an overall urban context that
includes a carefully managed recreational and therapeutic environment
in a picturesque landscape" and
"embody the significant interchange of
human values and developments in
medicine, science and balneology",
said the committee.
The other sites include the
Lighthouse of Cordouan on a shallow
rocky plateau in the Atlantic Ocean in
France built at the turn of the 16th and
17th centuries as "a masterpiece of
maritime signaling"; the Darmstadt
Artists' Colony in west-central
Germany, established in 1897 as a centre for emerging reform movements in
architecture, arts and crafts and now "a
testimony to early modern architecture, urban planning and landscape
design."In Italy's historic walled city of
Padua, a selection of fresco cycles
painted in the 14th century by different
artists for different types of patron and
within buildings of diverse functions,
was inscribed because they "illustrate
how, over the course of a century, fresco art developed along a new creative
impetus and understanding of spatial
representation".

Afghan civilian casualties
drastically down last week
Kabul|Agencies

A

media report has
revealed that there were
117 Afghan civilian
casualties in the past seven
days, a drastic difference from
the 433 fatalities reported the
previous week amid US
airstrikes on the Taliban and
international calls for a reduction in violence in the wartorn country.
The Pajhwok News report
revealed on Saturday that the
deaths were reported in the
provinces of Kandahar,
Jawzjan, Kapisa, Nangarhar,
Samangan, Faryab, Balkh and
Kunduz.Besides the casualties, 41 people were also
injured in the past seven
days.Afghan government
forces and Taliban insurgents
also suffered casualties in this,
but the Pajhwok News report
did not publish the figures as
there was no official confirmation from either side.The
Afghan provinces have been
the scene of heavy battles

between Taliban and security
forces since the start of withdrawal of the US-led forces
from the war-torn country on
May 1.US President Joe Biden
has set a formal end to the US
military mission in
Afghanistan for August 31,
days ahead of his original
September 11 deadline.US
Central Command said last
week over 95 per cent of the
withdrawal has been completed.More than 2,400 US
troops were killed in
Afghanistan over the past two
decades, with 20,000 wounded, according to the
Pentagon.Estimates show that
over 66,000 Afghan troops
have been killed, and over 2.7
million people were displaced.

hollywood
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JLo
and Ben
Kisses in first
official Insta
photo of the
couple

HOLD HANDS
AND 'DON'T
GO YET'
Camila Cabello and
Shawn Mendes hold hands
amid song promotion

Los Angeles | Agencies

inger Camila Cabello and her longtime boyfriend
Shawn Mendes were spotted out and about in New
York City this Friday night.
The 24-year-old songbird had just finished a taping
of her segment on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon earlier that day.
Shawn, 22, could be seen holding hands with his girlfriend as they pounded the pavement during their evening
on the town.
Although he was up in the northeast Shawn was Miami chic in a
pale pastel loose-fitted shirt reminiscent of the 1980s. He teamed
the top with a pair of fashionably faded pale blue jeans and complemented the look with white sneakers.
Whilst she was at the Tonight Show she took the stage to deliver a
performance of her latest single Don't Go Yet.
Camila opted for a bright-orange ensemble that matched her highheeled shoes and her drop earrings for her talk-show appearance. The
pop act, who rose to fame as part of the girl group Fifth Harmony, accentuated her unmistakable features with makeup.
She could be spotted smiling and waving as she emerged from a
gleaming black SUV and stepped out onto the sidewalk.

S

Los Angeles | Agencies

ADELE CONFIRMS
NEW ROMANCE WITH
BEAU RICH PAUL

ennifer Lopez is celebrating her big day with the ones she loves
the most and in a recent photo the singer planted a kiss
on Ben Affleck's lips. It's the first official Instagram
photo of the couple shared to JLo's grid on Saturday
morning. The 52-year-old actress looked simply svelte
in a tiny string bikini as she soaked up the sun
onboard a yacht in the South of France.
Lopez looked positively sensational wearing a red
and yellow triangle top with a matching pair of bottoms resting below her hips.
Her impressive abs were on display in the cheeky number as
an intricate Dolce & Gabbana robe draped down across her
arms. Affleck, 48, opted for a navy blue button-down shirt with
khaki slacks to celebrate his girlfriend's big day. Love was certainly in the air as Ben wrapped his arms around his leading lady
and went in for a kiss. Aside from the love from her leading man,
Jennifer also received a slew of well wished on social media.
Kerry Washington and Bebe Rexha shared their favorite selfies
with Lopez, with the former writing: 'Sending you ALL the love &
ALL the light Jen' Lenny Kravitz, who stars alongside Jennifer
Lopez in the forthcoming film Shotgun Wedding, shared a snap
from the rom-com's film shoot in the Dominican Republic.

J

London | Agencies
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Miley Cyrus: Would love to
collaborate with The Kid Laroi again
Los Angeles | Agencies

iley Cyrus says she'd love to collaborate with The Kid Laroi
again following the success of
the duo's Without You remix.
Their first collaboration became a
top 10 hit around the world and Miley
said she 'would love to' work with
Australian rapper The Kid Laroi again.
'I loved connecting with Laroi
on ideas to see his creative
process as well. It'd be
great to work more
with Kid Laroi for
sure.' the 28-yearold hitmaker said in
an interview with the
Daily Telegraph on
Sunday.
After working with
Miley, Laroi (real
name Charlton
Kenneth Jeffrey
Howard), has gone on
to collaborate with
Justin Bieber.
Laroi celebrated
the high profile release
by going sailing with
his girlfriend Katarina
Deme last weekend. It
comes after the rapper
finally landed his

M

dele and LeBron James' agent Rich Paul
have confirmed their romance, packing
on the PDA while enjoying a double date
at popular NYC eatery Cipriani on Thursday.
In pictures obtained by The Sun, Rich, 39,
can be seen with his arm around the 33-yearold hit-maker, and even appeared to stroke
her back at one point.
Clearly giddy with excitement to be in one
another's company, Rich's wide smile was visible
in the snaps, with the publication reporting that
they didn't leave the restaurant until 11pm.
Showing off her slimmed-down frame, Adele
looked typically trendy in a black
Balenciaga football top, teaming the luxury piece with ripped jeans and a pair of
chic heels. Rich opted for a denim
jacket, black jeans and white trainers. He went mask-free while
chatting away to his new partner outside the high-end
restaurant, but Adele
opted to cover her nose
and mouth with a
black face mask. It
comes after the pair
were spotted looking
cosy as they sat courtside at game 5 of the NBA
Finals in Phoenix, Arizona
earlier in July.

first No. 1 single on Australia's
ARIA charts. His new collaboration with Bieber,
titled Stay, topped
the chart.

Idris Elba feels
fortunate to be alive
after Covid battle
London | Agencies

B

Courteney Cox celebrates beau
Johnny McDaid 45th birthday
Los Angeles | Agencies

x.'

ourteney Cox is celebrating her longtime
boyfriend Johnny
McDaid's 45th birthday by
paying tribute him on
Instagram.
The Friends actress shared
a shot of herself and McDaid
snuggled up on set of the
iconic sitcom, specifically the
setting used for her character
Monica's apartment.
'Happy Birthday to my best
friend and love,' Cox, 57,
began in the caption. 'He's the
kindest, most patient, best listener, curious, caring, not to
mention talented and gorgeous partner. I love you jmd.

This year's birthday proved to
be a special one for the couple,
being that is the first they've
been able to celebrate in-person since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic last March.
Courteney and Johnny have
been together for nearly eight
years.
In Saturday's birthday snap,
McDaid had his arms wrapped
around the Scream actress, who
was dressed in an all black
ensemble with her legs curled
up on the couch.
Cox also shared a second
snap, which gave her 11.6million followers another look at
her and her beau's obvious
chemistry.

C

ritish star Idris Elba,
who was one of the first
celebrities to share
about battling Covid-19, says
he is fortunate to be alive and
that every day he is thankful.
"The COVID was mild,
compared with how others
have gone. I'm very fortunate to be alive, and every
day I'm thankful," he
told The Guardian
newspaper, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.
The 'Luther' actor
had earlier talked
about having
the virus as
"very sobering".

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

He said: "Facing my mortality, being diagnosed with
Covid and not knowing what
it was at the time - going
through that was very sobering."
The actor had also shared
that he was subjected to "stupid" conspiracy theories that
they were being
paid to lie
about the
virus and
Elba and
shared it
only
made
their
recovery
harder.

Eva Zapico
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OLYMPICS : AN EPITOME OF LONGEVITY

MARY KOM ADVANCES TO NEXT
ROUND IN WOMEN'S 51KG I

Table Tennis : Manika advances
to 3rd round, Sathiyan bows out

Tokyo | Agencies

Tokyo | Agencies

ndia's six-time world champion
and London Olympic bronze
medallist MC Mary Kom started
her Tokyo Olympics boxing campaign
on a winning as she moved into the
Round of 16 in women's flyweight
(51kg) with a convincing 4-1 win on
points against Miguelina Hernandez
Garcia of Dominican Republic on
Sunday.
Four of the five judges voted in
Mary Kom's favour. The bout was
eventually scored 30-27, 28-29, 29-28,
30-27, 29-28 by the five-member
judges' panel.
Mary Kom, the 38-year-old from
Imphal, started aggressively and
unleashed a flurry of punches as she
dominated the first round. Mary Kom
started cautiously but launched
aggressive attacks as her opponent
kept a loose guard, giving the Indian a

I

good opportunity to use her jab to
telling effect. The Indian legend won
the round 48-47.
Miguelina, bronze medallist at the
2019 Pan American Games, came out
with more intent in the second round
and successfully connected some
scoring punches. Mary Kom used the
right hook-left cross combination to
score points and won that round too.
With two judges giving Mary Kom, a
mother of three,10 points each, the
Indian legend, who was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan by the government
last year, narrowly won this round too,
48-47.
Both boxers tried their best in the
third and final round. Miguelina
attacked a lot but could not breach
Mary's strong defence. The Indian
counter-attacked whenever she got
the opportunity and that had all the
judges giving the Indian star a perfect
10 -- the round going 50-45 in her

favour.
This was a great start for the Indian
boxer who will face third seed Ingrit
Valencia, the Rio Olympics bronze
medallist, from Colombia in the round
of 16 on Thursday.
Mary had failed to qualify for the
2016 Olympics in Rio.
Her preparations for the Tokyo
Olympics were not perfect as in
November 2020, she contracted
dengue, and though the fever subsided in a week, it took her two
months to get back to full fitness.
She started training at Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in New Delhi, with the
Sports Authority of India making special arrangements for her and her
coach.
Before the Olympics, she had plans
to train with her personal coach
Chhote Lal Yadav in Pune but decided
to join the rest of the boxing squad in
Italy for a camp instead.
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ndia's Manika Batra came
back from two games
down to earn a sensational win over Ukraine's
Margaryta Pesotska in the
second round of the women's
singles table tennis event at
the Tokyo Olympics on
Sunday.
Manika rallied from 0-2
down to secure a 4-11, 4-11,
11-7, 12-10, 8-11, 11-5, 11-7
victory over Margaryta in a
match that lasted 57 minutes
at the Tokyo Metropolitan
Gymnasium on Sunday.
Margaryta, ranked 32 in
the world rankings, raced to
an early lead as Manika managed to collect just eight
points in the first two games.
The Indian then stitched
longer rallies in the third
game, which seemed to work
wonders for her. She won the
third game 11-7 and followed
it up by clinching a nail-biter
in the fourth.
Margaryta took the lead by
winning the fifth game 11-8.
But Manika struck back to

win the sixth game, forcing
the match into a decider. The
26-year-old was dominant
but committed errors by losing two match points. In the
end, she secured the match
point to seal a hard-fought
victory. Manika will now face
10th seed Sofia Polcanova of
Austria.
However, Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran crashed out of
the men's singles event losing
3-4 to Hong Kong's Lam Siu
Hang, ranked 95th in the
world, in a second-round
match.

Sathiyan, the world No. 26,
took three of the first four sets
before losing the next three
to crash out 7-11, 11-7, 11-4,
11-5, 9-11, 10-12 and 6-11 to
Hang. The match lasted an
hour and three minutes.
Sathiyan, who received a
bye in the first round, had
defeated Hang twice before -4-0 at the 2017 India Open
and 4-1 at the Spanish Open
later in the year.
Hang won the first game
11-7. But Sathiyan managed
to make a comeback, leading
4-1 in the second game. He

eventually won the game 117 and levelled the match 1-1.
Sathiyan continued the
comeback charge by winning
the third and fourth games
11-4 and 11-5 respectively.
The 28-year-old took a 3-1
lead in the match and was
just one game away from
progressing to the third
round.
But Hang came back
strongly in the fifth game,
winning it 11-9 and giving
the match a twist. Hang
relied on forehand and backhand smashes to race to 7-3
in the sixth game. Sathiyan
came back to save two match
points. But Hang was able to
stop Sathiyan's charge, taking
the sixth game 12-10.
In the decider set, the
Hong Kong paddler was leading 4-2. Sathiyan tried bridging the gap but Hang
matched ahead to take the
final set 11-6 and complete a
come-from-behind win.
Hang will now face local
favourite and world No. 3,
Tomokazu Harimoto, in the
third round.

Tennis: Sania-Ankita knocked out in the first round
Tokyo: The Indian pair of Sania Mirza
and Ankita Raina were knocked out in
the first round of the women's doubles
event at the Tokyo Olympics.
Sania and Ankita lost to the Kichenok
twins of Ukraine -- Lyudmyla and Nadiia
-- 0-6, 7-6(0) 10-8 -- at the Ariake Tennis
Park on Sunday, bringing an early end to
their campaign. Sania and Ankita were
in firm control of the match midway but
allowed the Ukrainians to make a comeback and, eventually, run away with the
match. The Indian pair had won the first
set 6-0 in 21 minutes, giving no room to
the sisters for breaking in. Sania and
Ankita were leading 5-3 in the second
set before a twist in the script arrived.

The Ukrainians roared back by breaking
Sania, who was serving and took the set
to a tie-break, which they impressively
won 7-0, forcing a decider in the third
set. In the super tie-breaker, Sania and

Ankita seemed to be sensationally faltering as they found themselves 0-8 down.
But the Indian duo fought back to level
the scores at 8-8.
The Kichenok twins prevented Sania
and Ankita from running away with the
match. The sisters secured the last two
decisive points to take the super tiebreaker 10-8. With this, the match too
was won.
With Sania and Ankita's premature
exit, Sumit Nagal is the lone tennis hope
for India now at the Tokyo Olympics.
Nagal is set to face world No. 2 Daniil
Medvedev of ROC in the second round
after defeating Uzbekistan's Denis
Istomin in the first round.

Swimming:Tunisian Hafnaoui creates history; Australia sets world record 1st T20I: India beat
Tokyo | Agencies

ighteen-year-old Ahmed Hafnaoui of Tunisia
stunned the pool when he swam an eventwinning time of three minutes and 43.36 seconds in the men's 400m freestyle, as the first four
swimming medals of the 2021 Olympic Games
were awarded Sunday.
The 18-year-old youngster also ended the dominance of Australia, New Zealand and Asian nations
in men's 400m freestyle. A swimmer from outside
Asia or Oceania has not won a gold medal in the
event at the Olympic Games since Barcelona 1992.
Ahmed Hafnoui, Tunisia's second Olympic swim
finalist ever, stepped on the podium in his shorts,
reports Xinhua. "I just can't accept that -- it is too
incredible," said Hafnaoui. "Oussama is a legend. I
wish I could become like him," Hafnaoui hailed his
compatriot, three-time Olympic medallist Oussama
Mellouli. Jack McLoughlin of Australia took the silver in 3:43.52, and American Kieran Smith claimed
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the bronze in 3:43.94. Top seed Germany's Henning
Muhlleitner missed the podium, ranking fourth in
3:44.07. In the women's 400m freestyle relay final,
Australia grabbed a new world record in 3:29.69.
The previous two records were also held by the
Australians. Canada and America took the silver
and bronze respectively. China broke the Asian
record in 3:34.76. Yui Ohashi won the women's
400m individual medley gold for Japan in 4:32.08.

American swimmer Emma Weyant and Hali
Flickinger shared the podium.
Defending Olympic champion Katinka Hosszu of
Hungary finished fifth. She has won three Olympic
gold medals, including one from the women's
400m IM at Rio 2016.
In men's 400m IM, Rio Olympics runner-up
Chase Kalisz of the United States claimed the gold
in 4:09.42. American Jay Litherland made the podium with a silver in 4:10.28. The 21-year-old
Australian Brendon Smith, who finished 4:09.27 in
the qualifier, struck a bronze in 4:10.38.
In Sunday's semifinals, Adam Peaty of Britain led
the way in a bid to retain his men's 100m breaststroke Olympic title. Yan Zibei of China also made
the final to be held on Monday, July 26. Zhang Yufei
of China clocked 55.89 seconds to enter the
women's 100m butterfly final as the first seed.
Zhang will battle with Marie Wattel of France,
Australian Emma McKeon and world record holder
Sarah Sjostrom.

Major pistol malfunction reason for
Hockey: Australia inflict
crushing 7-1 defeat on India Manu missing air pistol finals: Coach
Tokyo | Agencies

A shell-shocked
India went down
1-7 to world No. 1
Australia in a
Group A league
match, thrashed
by a team that was
too strong and too
dominating, at the
Tokyo Olympics
here on Sunday.
India, who had scraped through to a narrow 3-2 win against
New Zealand on Saturday, were totally off colour and found
the 2004 Olympic Games gold medallists too hot to handle, as
the Kookaburras rode roughshod over Graham Reid's boys
and blasted seven goals past them at the Oi Hockey Stadium
here. Though the Indians matched the Aussies till midway
through the first quarter, Colin Bach's side slammed three
goals in the second quarter to snuff out their challenge.
Daniel Beal opened the scoring for Australia in the 10th
minute when he blasted home a penalty corner rebound off
PR Sreejesh and the Indians went into the short break with a
lot of hope as they had created some good chances in this
quarter. But things went haywire for the eight-time Olympic
gold medallist in the second quarter as the Kookaburras
scored thrice in quick succession. Jeremy Hayward made it 2-0
by flicking in a penalty corner, sending the ball through
Sreejesh's legs. Flynn Ogilvie scored Australia's third goal with
a superb effort from a narrow angle and the world No. 1 side
made it 4-0 when Joshua Beltz capitalised on a superb counter-attack to score a fine field goal. The Indians pulled one back
via Dilpreet Singh, who deflected in a long shot from
Harmanpreet Singh into the goal. Though this goal raised
hopes of a fight back by the Indians, those were short-lived as
the Australians continued their onslaught
Blake Govers scored a brace in the third quarter and Tim
Band struck the final nail in the coffin in the 61st minute. But
by that time the Indians had lost all hope of even launching an
attack on the Australian goal. The Kookaburras played their
typical brand of aggressive hockey, running hard and getting
in the right places to make proper interventions. The Indians
could not keep up pace with them and the defence was totally
outclassed, at times leaving goalkeeper PR Sreejesh dejected.
Sreejesh was also unlucky as some of the shots that he
blocked, went back to the Australians.

Tokyo | Agencies

ndia's 10m air
pistol shooter, 19year-old Manu
Bhaker, had suffered a major equipment malfunction, which probably cost her a place in
the finals of the event at the Tokyo Olympics
on Sunday, according to the country's pistol
coach Ronal Pandit.
Manu had a superb round of 98/100 in the
opening series following which her pistol
malfunctioned. The more than 18-minute
delay due to the pistol snag put her under
time pressure, resulting in the champion
shooter hurrying her shots and missing the
bullseye. Following the setback, Manu shot
three consecutive poor series of 95, 94, 95,
before she regained her composure somewhat to fire a 98 in the penultimate series. In
the sixth and final series of the qualification
round, she again shot a sub-par 95 to finish
12th and missed the finals cut, managing only
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575/600. Elaborating on the
incident coach Pandit said,
"The cocking lever of the
weapon broke after 16
shots. We had to get it
changed. She had 44 shots remaining in 56
minutes and then when we started, it was 44
shots in 38 minutes.
"To change the lever, the grip and the trigger circuit has to be removed. They were put
back but then the circuit would not work so
we had to change that again. She was placed
fourth when all this happened and by the
time she resumed, others were in their fourth
series while she was still on her second. No
extra time is allowed according to the rules
and the pressure at the end was too much. We
are proud of the way she shot today," added
Pandit. The other Indian shooter in the event,
Yashaswini Deswal also fought hard, but she
too dropped four crucial points in the last five
shots including an 8 for the 59th shot, to finish
13th in qualification.

Sri Lanka by 38 runs

Colombo | Agencies
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ndia put up a commanding display to defeat Sri
Lanka by 38 runs in the
first T20 International here at
the R Premadasa Stadium on
Sunday. While India made
164/5 which looked within
Sri Lanka's range, the bowlers
led by Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(2/21) and Deepak Chahar
(2/24) ensured it was too
much for the host.
Though the Sri Lankans
had got off to a flying start,
losing wickets only intermittently, and were in the game
at 107/4 after 15 overs,
Chahar's wicket of Charith
Asalanka (44 off 26 balls)
started the slide for the home
side who kept losing wickets
at regular intervals as the
pressure of a rising required
run rate kept mounting.
From 111/4 -- with 54 to
get in 27 balls -- the Dasun

Brief scores
India 164/5 in 20 overs
(S Yadav 50, S Dhawan
46, D Chameera 2/24,
W Hasaranga 2/28)
beat Sri Lanka 126 all
out in 18.3 overs (C
Asalanka 44, A
Fernando 26, B Kumar
4/22, D Chahar 2/24)
by 38 runs.

Shanaka's side was all out for
126 in 18.3 overs.
Leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal (1/19) bowled well to
build the pressure on the Sri
Lankans. Debutant leg-spinner Varun Chakravarthy
(1/28) took a wicket towards
the end.Earlier, Suryakumar
Yadav's 50 (off 34 balls) and
skipper Shikhar Dhawan's 46
(off 36 balls) helped India
score 164/5 in 20 overs.

The two batsmen's knocks
kept India steady in the face
of some disciplined Sri
Lankan bowling that was
powered by impressive spells
from leg-spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga (2/28) and pace
bowler Dushmantha
Chameera (2/24).
Wicketkeeper-batsman
Ishan Kishan scored unbeaten 20 off 14 deliveries with a
four and a six.

Olympics: Andy Murray withdraws from Tennis singles
Tokyo | Agencies

efending champion Andy Murray of
Great Britain withdrew from the singles draw at the Tokyo Olympics on
Sunday citing a right quad injury. The 34year-old plans to continue in the doubles
draw with Joe Salisbury. The former world No.
1 was scheduled to play Felix Auger-Aliassime
of Canada in the opening round.
"I am really disappointed at having to withdraw, but the medical staff have advised me
against playing in both events, so I have made
the difficult decision to withdraw from the
singles and focus on playing doubles," Murray

D

said according to olympics.com.
The former world No. 1 is a two-time
Olympic singles gold medallist (2012 London
and 2016 Rio). Murray teamed with Salisbury
on Saturday to upset second seeds PierreHugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut of France
in the first round of the doubles draw. The
Britons will play Germans Kevin Krawietz and
Tim Puetz in the second round.
Murray, who was scheduled to play
Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime in singles,
was replaced by Australian Max Purcell.
Hungarian Marton Fucsovics also withdrew
due to a right shoulder strain, and was
replaced by Australian Luke Saville.

Shooting: Panwar, Deepak fail to qualify for air rifle final
Tokyo | Agencies

ndian rifle shooters Divyansh Singh
Panwar and Deepak Kumar continued a
disappointing run for shooters, failing to
qualify for the final of the men's 10m air rifle
event at the Tokyo Olympics on Sunday.
Ranked world No. 2 and No. 9 in the
event, Panwar and Deepak were making
their Olympic Games debut.
Deepak finished at 26th position with a
score of 624.7, while Panwar ended with a
score of 622.8 at the 32nd spot in the qualification stage of the event at the Asaka
Shooting Range. Deepak and Panwar were
forced to play catch-up after shooting low
scores in the first two series. But it was never
enough for the duo to make it into the top

I

eight. The 18-year-old Panwar shot a nervy
102.7 in the first series, ending with a low 9.7.
He improved to 103.7 in the second series.
Deepak , on the other hand, had scores of low
10s to shoot 102.9 in the first series and 103.8

in the second series.
Panwar's struggles had no end in the third
series. At the start of the series, he shot 9.9,
9.7 and 9.9 but recovered to shoot 103.6.
Panwar managed to get 104.6 in both fourth

and fifth series before shooting 103.6 in the
final series. Deepak, lifting himself from four
places in the bottom of the pile, shot 105.2 in
the fourth series before slumping to 103.8 in
the fifth series. The 33-year-old finished with
105.3 in the sixth series. But it was too late by
then. The event saw some high-class action
from the top-four shooters, who went past
the Olympics qualification record of 630.2
set by Niccolo Campriani of Italy at the 2016
Rio Olympics. Haoran Yang of China topped
the chart with 632.7, followed by Lucas
Kozeniesky and William Shaner of USA with
631.5 and 630.8 respectively. Patrik Jany of
Slovakia was fourth with 630.5. The other
finalists include Omer Akgun of Turkey,
Vladimir Maslennikov of ROC, Istvan Peni of
Hungary and Lihao Sheng of China.
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Kangana
shares
glimpse of
fight
practice for
'Dhaakad'

Yami

Gautam's film
'Lost' goes on floors
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Yami Gautam starrer investigative drama titled
"Lost" has gone on floors. Helmed by the NationalAward Winning director Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury,
the film will be largely shot at locations across Kolkata and
Purulia to highlight the underbelly of an urban city.
"Lost" is an investigative drama that will highlight
the issue of media integrity. It features Yami in a
feisty crime reporter's character. Bankrolled
by Zee Studios, Shareen Mantri Kedia,
Kishor Arora, Sam Fernandes, and
Indrani Mukherjee, the film will
Team Absolute|Mumbai
also feature Pankaj Kapur,
and Rahul Khanna, along
ollywood Actress Kangana
with Neil Bhoopalam,
Ranaut shared a sneak peek
Pia Bajpiee, and
from her action practice for
Tushar Pandey.
upcoming film "Dhaakad". Kangana
shared the clip on Instagram where she
is seen practicing fight moves for her
film.
The 34-year-old actress is seen in

A

B

black lycra pants and t-shirt holding a
rod in her hand while she is seen practicing an action sequence with two
men.
"Ladako number 1, Baaghi ladki
#Dhaakad rehearsals," Kangana captioned the clip.
Kangana will be seen as "Agent Agni"
in her upcoming movie. The film's first
schedule was shot in Madhya Pradesh.

Actor Arjun Rampal will be seen in a
negative character in the film. Apart
from "Dhaakad", Kangana also has
films such as "Thalaivi", period drama
"Manikarnika Returns: The Legend Of
Didda" and "Tejas" in the pipeline.
Kangana will also don the Director's
hat for the second time in film
"Emergency", based on the life of late
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Sai Tamhankar has opened up
on her character in the upcoming digital film 'Mimi'. In the Pankaj Tripathi
and Kriti Sanon-starrer, Sai will be seen
playing a small town girl.
Talking about her character in the film,
Sai shared: "My character in 'Mimi' is just
another girl who challenges the stereotypical society by standing beside her best
friend through thick and thin. And I honestly feel playing a character from the heartland of India enables us to experience our
life to the fullest."
Sharing how she lives a new life through
her on-screen characters, the actress added:
"Films based on remote places not just
entertain but capture the essence and the
way of life. My job as an actor is liberating
enough to let me live a new life through my
characters. I have consciously made it a
point to choose the characters which challenge me as a person and goes beyond."
Directed by Laxman Utekar, the
upcom-
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DARSHAN RAVAL OPENS UP ON
HIS MONSOON SONG 'JANNAT VE'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

arshan Raval is back with a monsoon special song titled 'Jannat
ve'. The singer, who has also composed the track, says it is a soothing and deeply romantic number.
Talking about the upcoming song, Darshan said: "Jannat ve is a very
special track which I have been working on during this lockdown. I just
hope it can bring a smile on the faces of my fans. It's a soothing and
deeply romantic number that we believe can be heard on loop."
Opening up on releasing the song during monsoon season, the singer
added: "This is the sixth consecutive year that I have a release during the
monsoons and it's a date I'd love to continue keeping with my audience.
We as a team just hope the audiences receive it just as well as they have
received my previous tracks." 'Jannat ve' releases on July 27 on Indie Music
Label's official Youtube channel. "Jannat ve has the stamp of an out and out
Darshan Raval track. Its melodious music coupled with Darshan's beautiful
rendition of the song is bound to mesmerise his fans. The song has been
penned by Nirmaan and we are glad that we have the track we had envisioned at the very beginning. I'm confident that Jannat ve will strike a chord
with the audiences and we can't wait to put it out in the public domain,"
shared Naushad Khan, MD, Indie Music Label.

D

Team Absolute|Mumbai

'Hostel
Daze
a
'
2
n
o
s
Sea
f
o
g
a
b
d
mixe
emotion

he music album for
the latest web
series 'Hostel Daze
Season 2', which was
launched on Friday, is a
mixed bag of emotions
taking one through the
highs and lows of college
life. The music album
comprises four songs -"You gotta rise", "Don't hold
back now", "Coming home"
and "Jeans daaru sutta love"
composed by Jimmy Joy.
Sung by Jimmy Joy, Kartik Rao,
Soumitra Vichare, "You gotta rise" is a peppy, motivational
track. "Jeans daaru sutta love" in the vocals of Jimmy Joy
and Ashish Anand, sums up college days in just four words.
"Coming home" sung by Tulika Mijar and Jimmy Joy and

T

"Don't hold back" in the composer's voice are soft, melodious numbers.
"The element of nostalgia present in the songs will
take one back to their college days and make them
reminiscence those bittersweet moments. Not only
the director duo Amir-Sangram but all the creators
at TVF, have been a great help in creating these
songs," shared Shreyansh Pandey, Head, TVF
Originals. "Hostel Daze is a series that has immense
universal appeal. It is a story that is relatable and is
exactly why we had to compose songs that fit perfectly into the narrative. Each of the four tracks are
completely different from each other for they express
four different moods," added Vijay Koshy, President,
TVF. The music album is available on Prime Music.
"Hostel Daze Season 2" which released on July 23, has
been created by TVF and written by Harish Peddinti,
Saurabh Khanna and Suprith Kundar.
Directed by Amir Musanna and Sangram Naiksatam, the
series stars Adarsh Gourav, Ahsaas Channa, Ayushi Gupta,
Luv Vispute, Nikhil Vijay and Shubham Gaur.

ing comedydrama film narrates the journey of a young

woman who
decides to be a surrogate mother and faces
opposition from society.
The film is slated to release on Netflix on July 30.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

TANUJ VIRWANI: 'INSIDE EDGE 3' HAS
'INNUMERABLE SURPRISES' FOR FANS
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctor Tanuj Virwani says the upcoming season of the
popular cricket-based web series Inside Edge will bring
innumerable surprises for fans.
Talking about the same, Tanuj told IANS: "Inside Edge 3 is
right around the corner. It is one of those shows which mean a
lot to me because it changed the trajectory of my career, my
life and even my acting style. It is something which is very dear
to my heart." "Along with being a cast member, I am also a
massive fan of the show. I can't wait to see how all of you react
to all the innumerable surprises that we have in store. I know
there are a lot of fan theories which are doing the rounds on
social media. I can't confirm or deny that but you guys are in
for a hell of a ride!" he added. Quizzed on the show's status,
the actor informed: "Not only have we shot the show, it is currently in post production. I recently finished dubbing for it. I'm
very excited!" Also featuring Vivek Oberoi, Akshay Oberoi,
Sayani Gupta, Amit Sial, Richa Chadha, Sapna Pabbi and
Sidhant Gupta among others, the third season is slated to
release on Amazon Prime Video. The season has been directed by Kanishk Varma, created by Karan Anshuman and produced by Ritesh Sidhwani and Farhan Akhtar.
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