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31 Bills to be taken up during Monsoon
Session beginning from Monday
O

try and it is the responsibility of the members
to voice the concerns of the people they represent amid the decorum and rules of the
House.The House belongs to all the members
and he will give all of them ample opportunities, including members from smaller parties
and single member parties, to participate in
the proceedings so that more and more issues
of public interest can be discussed, said Birla.
The Monsoon Session of Parliament, which
is the sixth session of the 17th Lok Sabha, will
commence from July 19 and subject to exigencies of government business, the session is
likely to conclude on August 13.

Ahead of parliament monsoon session beginning July 19,
Congress president Sonia Gandhi has reconstituted the party's
parliament groups for both houses for effective functioning
of the party.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

P

Parliament."
In the Lok Sabha, the group
has Adhir Ranjan Choudhury,
Gaurav Gogoi, Manish Tewari,
K. Suresh, Manickam Tagore,
Shashi Tharoor and Ravneet
Bittu.In the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, Anand
Sharma, Jairam Ramesh,

Ambika Soni, Digvijaya Singh,
P. Chidambaram and K.C.
Venugopal will lead the charge
against the government.The
letter says they will meet regularly during the session and
afterwards whenever required,
and Kharge has been authorized to convene joint meetings.The Congress has decided
to raise issues of inflation, fuel
price hike, Covid mismanagement, and the border issue
with China in the upcoming
Monsoon session.

f these, the government has proposed to
bring 29 Bills, including six on Ordinances
which were passed after the Budget
Session, and two legislations related to finance
during this session, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi informed during an all-party meeting held on Sunday.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who chaired
the all-party meeting in Parliament premises,
sought cooperation of all parties in the smooth
conduct of Business and passage of these legislations, said Joshi.Quoting the Prime Minister as
saying, Joshi informed that he stressed for healthy
and meaningful discussion in the 19-day Business
of the Monsoon Session beginning.
Emphasising that the Parliamentarians should
try to make it a peaceful session, the Prime
Minister said that all issues should be discussed
democratically and that all parties cooperate in
running the House.
"The Prime Minister also assured that the government is ready to discuss on each issue under
process," Joshi added.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Commerce
and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal, Leader of
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ter even of the local pond of their village
to Lord Shiva ''
He further said that although the chief
minister of the state wanted that Kanwar
yatra should be taken out by following
all the laid down Covid-19 protocols but
at the same time, it is the moral responsibility of the devotees to see that their
deeds should not, in any way, enhance
the possibility of triggering the third

Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Trinamool Congress MP Derek O'Brien, DMK's
Tiruchi Siva among others attended the all-party
meeting.The Monsoon Session is set to be stormy
with the opposition ready with strategy to corner
the government over several issues that include
rising petrol and diesel prices and the infrastructure lapses during the second wave of Covid.
The Opposition is likely to raise objections to
the formation of the ministry of cooperation on
the grounds that cooperatives is a state subject,

16 dead in Bihar after consuming spurious liquor
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day before the start of
the Monsoon Session
of the Parliament,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday chaired a
meeting of National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
leaders.
"Joined the NDA meeting.
Our alliance will keep working for the public good and
fulfilling people's aspirations," he tweeted after the
meeting.BJP chief JP Nadda,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Lok Janshakti Party
leader and Union Minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras, and
Apna Dal leader and Union
Minister Anupriya Patel,
amid other leaders, were

wave of the pandemic."As such it is
advisable that the puja should be done
through making a Parthiv Shivalinga at
their respective homes or if at all the
devotees decide to visit the neighbouring Shiva temple, they must follow the
laid down protocols'', said Giri.
He further said that lives of common
man are equally important as are religious practices, thus the best option is,
like the previous year, we should not
take out the yatra this year too.
Chief patron of Juna Akhara, Mahant
Hari Giri said, "Akhara Parishad has
taken the right decision as while taking
out the Kanwar yatra, the religious sentiments are quite high and devotees often
forget to keep safe distance between
themselves and the crowd and groups of
devotees can enhance the risk of spreading the virus and unnecessarily invite
the third wave".

present in the meeting.
Sources said that NDA
leaders discussed the agenda of the treasury bench for
the session starting from
Monday, and going on till
August 13. On the first day of
the monsoon session, the
Prime Minister will introduce newly- inducted ministers to both the houses of
parliament. A BJP leader
said that it is practice to
introduce new ministers to
both houses when the new
government is formed or
after a cabinet reshuffle.

T

ing their satisfaction on
being appointed Nisith
Pramanik as Union minister
of State, MHA," the MP
said."If it is so, this is a very
serious matter for the country, that a foreign national is
appointed as Union
Minister," the MP said.
"Therefore, I urge upon you
to conduct an enquiry about the actual birth place and nationality of Nisith
Pramanik in a most transparent way
and clarify the whole issue as it creates confusion across the country," he
added.State minister of Higher
Education, Bratya Basu supporting
Bora for his concerns expressed shock.
On his Twitter handle Basu said,
"Several news channels have reported
that @NisithPramanik is a citizen of

t least 16 people have died in Bihar's
West Champaran district after consuming spurious liquor over the last few
days, officials said, adding that more than 12
people have also been hospitalised in a serious condition.
Tejashwi Yadav, the Leader of Opposition in
Bihar assembly has slammed the Nitish
Kumar government over this incident.
"CM Nitish Kumar is the patron of liquor
mafia in Bihar. He has been allowing liquor
mafia to smuggle, trade and sell in Bihar and
his police used to book poor and innocent
people in alleged cases of it. They are putting
poor and Dalit people of Bihar in jails,"
Tejashwi said on Saturday.Bhakt Charan Das,
Congress leader, and in-charge of Bihar has
decided to launch a "parallel investigation"
into the Bettiah liquor incident.
"We will send a dedicated team in Bettiah
(in West Champaran district) to investigate the
incident separately and bring actual reasons

AIMIM'S TWITTER HANDLE
HACKED, RESTORED
Hyderabad:The Twitter account of
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) was hacked on Sunday.
The hackers changed the profile of
@aimim_national as 'Elon Musk', the
chief of Tesla. The hackers also made
few tweets about cryptocurrency using
the handle. "I am very excited about the
prospect of using cryptocurrency, not
just as a money equivalent, but using it
as a way to earn something as a result of
doing some type of work. Love Crypto,"
reads a tweet.An AIMIM spokesman
said in the evening that the Twitter handle has now been restored.
This is the second time this month
that hackers have targetted the Twitter
handle of the party led by Hyderabad
MP Asaduddin Owaisi.In another
development, the Twitter handle of
AIMIM's Uttar Pradesh state President
Shaukat Ali was temporarily restricted
on Sunday.

Nationality of Nishit Pramanik
sparks debate in political circles
District Gaibandha of
Bangladesh. He
came to West
Bengal for computer study and
after taking
degree he first
joined Trinamool
Congress (TMC)
and later joined BJP and was elected
as MP from Cooch Behar," the MP
wrote.There are further reports, Bora
said quoting different channels and
newspaper reports, "He showed his
address as Cooch Behar in election
papers by manipulation". It has also
been highlighted "the jubilant scenario, including statements of his
elder brother and some villagers of his
native village at Bangladesh express-

and this move is an infringement of the rights of
states. The Congress and NCP have raised this
issue and the matter is likely to be raised in the
House.The Opposition has demanded discussions
on a host of issues including the Covid situation
and threat of a third wave, farmers' protest,
alleged threat to cooperative federalism, relations
with Afghanistan and China.
This session will see the newly inducted ministers in action. Prime Minister Modi has directed
them to spend more time in the House to learn.
Both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha will
function from 11 am to 6 pm from Monday and
there are 19 sittings scheduled for this session.
The session will end on August 13.
With the coronavirus pandemic still raging, the
session will be held in both the Houses of
Parliament with all the necessary protocols and
arrangements being made to accommodate the
MPs on a social distancing basis.
Parliament Sessions have been affected ever
since the pandemic hit the country last year forcing early closure of last year's Budget and
Monsoon Sessions and this year's Budget Session.
The 2020 Winter Session was skipped completely
due to the public health crisis.

NDA leaders meet ahead of Monsoon
Session's start

Akhara Parishad supports cancellation of Kanwar yatra in UP
T

he question raised by Congress
MP in Rajya Sabaha Ripun Bora
that the recently inducted
Minister of Home for State in the
Narendra Modi government is a
Bangladeshi national, has created
sharp debates in West Bengal politics.
In a letter written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday, Bora said,
"I am writing this letter to bring to
your notice a very serious and sensitive matter regarding the citizenship
and birth place of Nisith Pramanik,
the recently appointed union Minister
of State, Home affairs".
"As per the report published in a
news channel, Nisith Pramanik is a
Bangladeshi National. His birth place
is Harinathpur, under Palasbari P.S.,
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Sonia sets up parliament groups,
Adhir to stay as floor leader
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As many as 31 Bills, including two related to finance, are likely to be taken up by the Centre during the Monsoon Session of Parliament that will commence from Monday.
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he Akhil Bhartiya Akhara Parishad
(ABAP) has supported the Yogi
Adityanath government's decision
to cancel the Kanwar yatra in the wake
of the ongoing pandemic.
Kanwar associations, late on Saturday
night, decided to call off the yatra after
the Supreme Court asked the state government to cancel the event.
Uttarakhand had already cancelled
the Kanwar Yatra earlier.
ABAP president, Mahant Narendra
Giri said, "On behalf of the Akhara
Parishad I would like to appeal to the
Shiva devotees not to take out the
Kanwar yatra in view of the predicted
third wave of Covid-19 pandemic.
Rather, the devotees should make
Parthiva Shivlinga (Shivalinga made
from clay) in their household and offer
the water of river Ganga or for that mat-
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Blink-182's Mark Hoppus reveals he
has stage four lymphoma...

MONSOON SESSION: LS SPEAKER
ASSURES SOLUTION TO ALL
PARLIAMENTARY MATTERS

utting all speculation to
rest, Sonia Gandhi has let
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
stay as leader of the party in the
Lok Sabha.
Sonia Gandhi, as Chairman
of the Congress Parliamentary
party, on July 15 issued a letter
which said, "I have decided to
reconstitute the following
groups to facilitate and ensure
effective functioning of our
party in both houses of
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Yogi to remain boss in UP as
party gears up for assembly...

t an all-party meeting a day before the
Monsoon Session of Parliament, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla assured all
MPs of solutions to all parliamentary matters.
Informing the leaders that extensive
arrangements have been made for safety of
the members, officials and the media, as per
the Covid-19 protocols for the session, Birla
further assured that they will be given adequate opportunities for discussion on issues
of public interest and appealed to them to
cooperate with the Chair in smooth conduct
of the House.Lauding the leaders for their
support during the last five sessions, Birla
appealed to them to continue the cooperation
during the Monsoon Session also.
The leaders of political parties assured the
Speaker that they will extend all cooperation
in smooth functioning of the House.
Birla also informed that an app is being
developed which will be a 'One Stop Solution'
for all parliamentary matters.Later, speaking
to the media, Birla said that he has requested
leaders of parties in Lok Sabha to respect the
sanctity and dignity of the House and sought
their cooperation for the smooth conduct of
the proceedings of the House.
Birla also said that the House represents
the collective will and aspirations of the coun-
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Bangladesh. Did no background check
happen before his appointment?! And
let's not forget the innumerable criminal cases...".Another state minister
Indranil Sen said, "Shocked and
stunned to learn that Union Minister
@NisithPramanik might be a citizen of
Bangladesh! This is of alarming concern to the security of India if an
incumbent Union Minister is a foreign
national. How could the @narendramodi Govt allow for such a security
lapse?""Why Trinamool Congress so
worried about his nationality? If he is
not an Indian national then from
where did he get the documents," a
senior BJP leader said.At 35, BJP MP
Nisith Pramanik is the youngest politician to have ever been appointed as a
minister of state (MoS) in the Union
government.

and death toll. The team members will meet
with families of the deceased. The local police
are trying to hide facts and reasons behind the
incident," Das said."The area belongs to
deputy CM Renu Devi. She should visit affected villages in Lauria block and meet with
deceased families," Das said.The spurious
liquor case was reported in Deurwa and
adjoining villages after villagers consumed
poisonous liquor on Tuesday evening and
became ill. The first casualty was reported on
Thursday.The residents of Deurwa village
alleged that liquor sales were openly taking
place in the village and people from adjoining
villages come there as well to purchase liquor.

North India likely to witness
intense rainfall July 18-21: IMD
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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orthern India is likely to witness
intense rainfall activity between
Sunday to Wednesday (July 21),
and the west coast till July 23, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast on Sunday.
It has also predicted moderate to
severe thunderstorms with lightning at
isolated places over Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and east
Rajasthan during the next 24 hours, and
warned of casualties to people and animals staying outdoors.
"Rainfall activity is very likely to
increase with widespread rainfall to isolated heavy to very heavy rains very likely over the western Himalayan region
(Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit,
Baltistan and Muzaffarabad, Himachal

Pradesh and Uttarakhand) and adjoining northwest India -- Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, UP and north Madhya
Pradesh -- from July 18 to 21," the IMD
said in a statement.
However, there will be a decrease in
rainfall activity over the same regions
thereafter, it said.According to the Met
department, isolated extreme heavy
rainfall is also very likely over
Uttarakhand between July 18 and July
19.

8.76L students to appear for Class 10
exams from Monday in Karnataka
Team Absolute|Bengaluru
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total of 8.76 lakh students across
Karnataka will take the Class 10 or
Secondary School Leaving Certificate
(SSLC) examinations for the current academic
year on Monday and July 22.
As per the two-day scheduled timetable set
by the Karnataka State Secondary Education
Examination Board (KSEEB), on July 19, the
core subject exam -- Science, Mathematics
and Social Science will be held. On July 22, the
examinations for languages would take place.
The duration of the Class 10 examinations will
be for three hours and the examinations will
be held on the OMR (Optical Mark recognition
or Optical Mark Reading) sheets, where students will be asked simple and direct questions.The OMR sheets will be of different
colours so that there is no confusion among
students while appearing for the examinations. The evaluation process is expected to be
faster this year as there is no conventional
method involved in finalizing the marks of the
students. During this academic year, a total of
8.76 lakh students have registered for the Class

10 examinations. Even though various state
boards across the country have already cancelled their board examinations owing to the
pandemic situation. But, Karnataka is among
the few states which have agreed to conduct
board examinations this year as incumbent
batch SSLC students were promoted from
Class 9 to Class 10 owing to the pandemic situation last academic year.As a result of this,
Karnataka Education Minister S. Suresh
Kumar claimed that in absence of proper yardstick to assess the abilities of students, the state
is forced to conduct this year's annual
examination.
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YOGI TO REMAIN BOSS IN UP AS PARTY SP TO REBOOT WITH 'KAAM
GEARS UP FOR ASSEMBLY POLLS BOLTA HAI' SLOGAN FOR 2022
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ords of appreciation by
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi and BJP chief JP Nadda
have not only silenced the
critics of Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath, but
it also shows that he will be
the choice of party leadership
to lead in the next year's
assembly polls.
A senior party functionary
of Uttar Pradesh told IANS
that now all the doubts
among cadres about the
party's face in next year's
assembly polls have been
removed. "Recent moves of
the party have shown that the
central leadership have full
faith in the Yogi Adityanath
government and the BJP will
contest the assembly polls
under his leadership," he
said.A party insider pointed
out that removal of Santosh
Gangwar from the union cabinet also cemented
Adityanath's position in the
state even before the words
of praise came from the
Prime Minister and the party
chief.In May, then union

labour minister Gangwar had
written to the Uttar Pradesh
chief minister pointing out
mismanagement in handling
of the second wave of Covid
in his parliamentary constituency Bareilly. During a
reshuffle in the union cabinet
this month, Gangwar was
dropped.
Recent thumping victory of
the saffron party in zila panchayat and block head elections has also established the
political skills of chief minister Adityanath. A senior party
leader said, "Despite allegations by the opposition party
of misuse of state machinery,
one thing is clear that he
(Adityanath) knows how to
play the game. Results show
that he knows all the tricks of
politics."
Words of Prime Minister
and Nadda have given a

boost to the Adityanath government which was facing
criticism from the opposition
and within the party over its
handling of the second Covid
wave.
A senior party functionary
told IANS that back to back
words of appreciation sent a
strong message against the
Adityanath detractors that
they must get themselves
ready to fight the Uttar
Pradesh assembly polls
under his leadership.
"Message is loud and clear
that there is no change of
guard in the state and
Adityanath will be leading
the elections under the leadership of Prime Minister and
central leadership. He will be
the face of the party in the
state," he said.
On July 14 during a visit to
his parliamentary constituency Varanasi, Prime
Minister Modi lauded the
efforts of Adityanath's government in managing the
second wave of Covid. He
said efforts made by the Uttar
Pradesh government to tackle the coronavirus situation
are commendable. The
Prime Minister also appreciated the development orient-

ed approach of the
Adityanath government and
ensuring rule of law in Uttar
Pradesh.
On July 15, addressing
Uttar Pradesh BJP state executive meet, Nadda lauded
Adityanath's style of governance and said he had
turned Uttar Pradesh into a
'leading state'. "While PM
Modi had given a new direction to the country, Yogi
Adityanath had put Uttar
Pradesh on the path to development," Nadda had said.
Amid speculation of his
removal in June, union
defence minister Rajnath
Singh was the first one to
appreciate the works of the
Adityanath government.
A senior party leader said
that Prime Minister Modi
and Nadda have also
silenced the chief minister's
criticism on the social engineering front by giving representation of different castes
in organizational appointments made recently. "All the
recent organizational
appointments have taken all
the factors of social engineering and given representation
to all the caste and region,"
he said.
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he Samajwadi Party (SP) will
reboot for the 2022 assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh with
its popular slogan 'Kaam Bolta Hai'.
SP President Akhilesh Yadav has
been regularly tweeting about the
achievements of his government and
also pointing out that the majority of
the incumbent Yogi Adityanath government's 'achievements' had actually
been initiated in his regime.
The party will now compare and
contrast the work done by the SP government with that done by the BJP
government. It does not wish to
address caste issues blatantly and will
try to veer the voters' attention towards
its past performance.
"We will let our work speak for itself.
There is going to be no rhetoric - just
plain simple facts," said a party functionary.For instance, when the Union
cabinet approved international status
for the Kushinagar airport, Akhilesh
had tweeted: "SP works for people.
Congratulate those who initiated the
Kushinagar airport work during the
SP's rule. Also approve the SP government's pending airport projects in
Meerut, Moradabad, Chitrakoot, and
Azamgarh."
Earlier, he had tagged a video of the
Ghaziabad-Delhi elevated road as
'Kaam bolta hai' and also a photograph of the Jai Prakash Narain

International Centre (JPNIC), the construction of which has been halted in
the Yogi regime.He has constantly
been slamming the ruling BJP for
claiming his projects as their own.
"Can the BJP tell us which projects
they have completed on their own?
What are their major achievements except spreading disharmony and
hatred. We had the expressway, metro
and so many other projects to benefit
the common man," said Akhilesh.
The SP, in the run-up to the 2017
assembly elections, had launched its
campaign with the catchline 'Kaam
bolta hai'.However, when the SPCongress alliance was forged just
before the assembly polls, the slogan
changed to 'UP ko yeh saath pasand
hai' and the posters showed Akhilesh
Yadav and Rahul Gandhi holding
hands.
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections too,
the SP had to drop the slogan when it
entered into an alliance with the

Bahujan Samaj Party and suffered a
humiliating defeat.
"We obviously could not use our slogan for an alliance. This time, we are
contesting the 2022 polls on our own
strength and 'Kaam bolta hai' will be
our focal point," the party functionary
said.Another slogan that the party has
floated is '22 mein bicycle', that is
being extensively used in pre-election
activities to boost the morale of party
cadres.The party has also got a new
election song that says, "Akhilesh hoon
main, pragati ka sandesh hoon main"
and another one that goes, "Nayi
hawaa hai, Nayi SaPa hai".
The SP aims to showcase collective
leadership, involving both elders and
youth and signalling a wave for change
in the 2.16-minute new song "Nayi
SaPa hai, nayi hawaa hai" (It is a new
SP, there is a new wave for it). "Badon
ka haath, yuva ka saath, ye nayi SaPa
hai," has been sung by regional singers
this time and not by big names from
Bollywood.
The party is apparently trying to dispel the notion that there is no room for
veterans in the party that has a young
leadership - especially after the muchpublicized feud in the family in 2017
that had cost the party dearly.
The party has already slipped into
an election mode and Akhilesh is
interacting with party workers from
different districts on an almost daily
basis.

'We are not political tourists,' Allow regional languages' use in competitive exams, KTR to Centre
Priyanka hits back at BJP T
C
Ahmedabad|Agencies
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ongress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra slammed the BJP on
Sunday, over its statement that she was
a 'political tourist'. "Iam not a political tourist.
I have been regularly coming to UP. This is
BJP's propaganda to show me and my brother
Rahul as non-serious politicians and we are
not going to be cowed down by it," she said.
In an informal interaction with media persons, Priyanka said that the BJP repeatedly
wanted to create a narrative about she and
Rahul not being serious politicians.
"They (BJP) have created a perception that I
have been away from UP since the past one
and a half year whereas the fact remains that I
have been regularly attending kisan panchayat and other programmes," she said.
Asked about the future of the Congress in
UP in view of the upcoming elections, she
said, "I admit that our organization is weak
compared to other parties. We have been out
of power here for 32 years. But we are working
on building up the organization and the journey is long. I am personally working 24X7

with all district units."
About the possibility of the Congress forging an alliance or going it alone in the next
assembly elections, Priyanka said, "We are not
close minded on the issue. It is too early to say
anything about this but we will take a decision
that is not detrimental to the interests of the
organization or the party."
Priyanka, who is on the third day of her visit
to Lucknow, said she has been trying to meet
maximum number of party workers and
groups. "My WhatsApp number is with everyone and it is wrong to say that I am not accessible," she said.

he Telangana government has
urged the Centre to allow students appearing in competitive
exams to write the exams in regional
languages.
In a letter to Union Minister
Jitendra Singh who holds charge of
the Personnel Ministry, state Industry
and Information Technology Minister
K.T. Rama Rao said that every year,
many candidates from different states
appear for competitive exams for
recruitment in central services,
departments and undertakings
through the Union Public Service
Commission and other recruitment
agencies.
However, these competitive exams
are held in only English and Hindi,
which was a serious disadvantage to
students who did not study in English
medium or not from Hindi speaking
states, he said.
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao had earlier written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
requesting to permit candidates taking all competitive exams of the

Centre to write in regional languages
also.
Rama Rao pointed out that the
Union Cabinet approved the proposal
to set up the National Recruitment
Agency which has decided to facilitate a Common Eligibility Test (NRACET) to replace multiple examinations for recruitment to Central government jobs and conduct these
examinations in 12 Indian languages.
He wrote that while he wholeheartedly welcomed the move, it was very
unfortunate to note that these
changes are not being implemented
properly.

Some people working in complete
harmony to spread anarchy: BJP
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he BJP on Sunday said that some
people are working in complete
harmony with the aim to spread

confusion and anarchy in the country.
Addressing a press conference, BJP
spokesperson Dr Sambit Patra said, "A
portal, Newsclick, which tries to portray as media house, received crores of
rupees from aboard in a suspicious
manner with only one objective -- to
portray India's system as a failed one
and spread propaganda of some foreign powers in the country."
Patra claimed that there is a group in
the country who is working to show the
country in poor light as part of an
international conspiracy. "There are
some activists running the portal in the

BSP to woo back
Brahmins in UP
Lucknow: The Bahujan
Samaj Party is all set to woo
back Brahmins and make a
bid for return to power in
Uttar Pradesh.BSP
President Mayawati, on
Sunday, said the Brahmins
will not vote for the BJP and
her party will begin a campaign from Ayodhya next week to
"awaken" the community.Talking to media persons,
Mayawati said she is fully assured that the Brahmin community will not get misled by the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)
and vote for the party in the upcoming elections."A campaign, led by BSP General Secretary Satish Chandra Mishra,
will be launched from Ayodhya on July 23 to awaken the
Brahmin community once again. The Brahmins will be
assured that their interests will remain safe under the BSP
regime," she said.The BSP had formed a majority government in UP in 2007 with the support of Brahmins.Mayawati
also slammed the Narendra Modi-led Central government
on the issue of farmers.She said all political parties should
come together and hold the Centre accountable."The indifferent attitude of the Centre towards farmers protesting
against the three farm laws is extremely sad. It is necessary
that pressure of all kinds is put on the Centre in Parliament,"
she stated.Mayawati said the BSP MPs will raise issues such
as rise in fuel and cooking gas prices and matters related to
Covid vaccination, during the monsoon session of
Parliament which begins on Monday.

name of the media, with whom there
are some foreign powers and some
mainstream politicians who have
joined hands and formed a group.
They work in complete harmony with
the aim to spread confusion and anarchy in the country," Patra said.
Patra claimed that facts revealed in
newsclick cases show that it is not only
some political parties in the country
running the toolkits but there is a conspiracy going on outside India as well,
as part of this toolkit.
"All over the world, our vaccine policy was appreciated, the vaccine friend-

ship was appreciated. But some people, some organizations and some portals have tried to defame our country
and our vaccine policy. This was happening through foreign funding," he
said.
He mentioned that despite clearance
from court to carry out the Central
Vista project, some people went ahead
with their agenda of demeaning the
project. "It is only because of foreign
funding," the BJP spokesperson said.
He pointed out that foreign forces
used to send funds to news clicks.

"For instance, in a recent job notification i.e. Constables (GD) in Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), NIA,
SSF and Rifleman (GD) in Assam
Rifles Examination, 2021- candidates
are allowed to write the exam only in
Hindi or English. Same is the case
with a few other employment notifications in the recent past. This comes
as a rude shock to applicants belonging to regional languages, who are
forced to lose great opportunities," he
wrote.
He urged Jitendra Singha to look
into this issue and permit candidates
taking all competitive exams of the

Centre, its departments and undertakings held through the UPSC, the
RRB, the PSBs, the RBI, the SSC, etc.
to write in regional languages also.
He also demanded that until a
proper implementation policy is
decided on this regional languages
issue, the Centre withhold the recruitment process for the notifications
already issued and refrain from issuing new job notifications.
Allowing applicants to write competitive exams in their respective languages will provide equal and fair
opportunity to the candidates from
all the states, he added.

Punjab MPs seek to meet Sonia Gandhi,
may oppose Sidhu appointment
Team Absolute|New Delhi

C

ongress MPs from Punjab
have sought an appointment
with party chief Sonia
Gandhi with sources saying that a
majority of them were of the view
that Navjot Singh Sidhu should not
be appointed as the state party
chief.Congress MPs from both
Houses met on Sunday afternoon at
Rajya Sabha member Pratap Singh
Bajwa's residence to discuss the
likely move to appoint Sidhu as the
state Congress chief, sources said.
Asked about the meet, Anandpur
Sahib MP Manish Tewari, who is
batting for a non-Sikh state chief,
said: "Internal party matters will be
only be discussed at party forums."
Bajwa, who was the host, played
down the meeting, saying: "We are
with Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi... whatever decision they
will take, everybody will accept it."
The meeting follows two key
meetings on Saturday -- the first
one between Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh and the party's
state in-charge Harish Rawat in

Chandigarh and the second was
attended by Speaker Rana K.P.
Singh, Bajwa, and the Chief
Minister.Reiterating that he would
accept any decision taken by Sonia
Gandhi, Amarinder Singh has
termed the meeting with Rawat as
fruitful, adding that the latter would
take up the issues raised by him
with the party chief.
Meanwhile, Sidhu is meeting
MLAs in Punjab and about 10
MLAs have come out in open support of Amarinder Singh.

Tamil Nadu to hold urban local
body polls before December
Team Absolute|Chennai

T

he Tamil Nadu government will conduct
urban local body polls before December
2021. This was announced by minister
for municipal administration, KN Nehru.
Chief minister MK Stalin is expected to
make a statement on this during the budget
session of the assembly.
In a statement on Saturday, the minister
said that Supreme court has directed to conduct rural local body polls in the nine new
districts of the state before September 2021.
The DMK earlier had not mentioned conducting the urban local body polls in its election manifesto but after finding that the government has turned popular among the public, the chief minister and his close team are
keen that the urban local body polls are conducted soon.
KN Nehru in the statement said, "The chief
minister has directed us to make preparations
for the urban local body polls two months
after the rural local body polls in the new nine
districts."

The state government, according to the
minister's statement, will not disturb the present rural local bodies which had assumed

office in December 2019 and these bodies will
complete their five-year tenure.
The government will also be upgrading

municipalities and corporations soon, the
minister said. The DMK government is also
taking up exercises to study the delimitation
done by the previous AIADMK government.
KN Nehru said that there were several complaints about the policy adopted by the previous government regarding wards and several
wards with more women population was
under general category, while wards with less
women population, was under women reservation.Elections to urban local bodies were
not held in Tamil Nadu since 2011 and the
AIADMK government had tried to conduct
the elections during 2016 when chief minister
Jayalalithaa was hospitalized but the proposal
was cut down by the Madras High court. The
Court had then observed that the notification
was not in compliance with the Tamil Nadu
Panchayat (Election) Rules 1995.
The DMK had also approached the court
that the delimitation done by the then
AIADMK government was not proper and
hence finally elections to the rural local bodies were held in December 2019 except for the
nine new districts.
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madhya pradesh
OUR CARELESSNESS WILL INVITE
THIRD WAVE OF CORONA: CM
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that it is my appeal to the
people of the state not to get careless towards Corona and the people
of the state should follow Corona appropriate behaviour
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that increasing
cases of Covid is a matter of
concern not only in our
country but in many countries of the world. After three
months of lockdown, 55
thousand cases have been
reported in Britain. Cases of
Corona are increasing rapidly in other countries of the
world as well. In the country
too, the positivity rate in
many districts has not been
less than ten percent. So it is
clear that the virus still exists.
Positive cases are coming
fast in the South and
Northeast states. Cases are
increasing day by day in
many places. Chief Minister

Chouhan said that it is my
appeal to the people of the
state not to get careless
towards Corona. Chouhan
said this after planting
saplings in Smart City Park
on Sunday.
Chouhan said that 78
thousand tests were conducted in the state yesterday,
out of which 18 tested positive. As many as 11 tested
positive in the tests conducted day before yesterday, 11
positives came. Hence, it is
clear that the virus still lurks
in the state. People are still
testing positive. If we remain
careless, it will be like inviting the third wave.
Chouhan said that all possible efforts are being made
to prevent Corona infection.
The work of conducting

maximum tests, tracing contacts of positive cases and
keeping them in isolation is
on in the state. Vaccination
campaign is also being carried out continuously in the
state. The state government
is also proactive in setting up
necessary arrangements in
hospitals to face the third
wave of Corona. Chief
Minister said that the most
effective way to prevent third
wave is to adopt Corona
appropriate behaviour.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the World Health
Organization and the Health
Department are also repeatedly urging to follow Corona
appropriate behaviour.
People of the state have been
urged to remain serious
about it.

Zeal and passion of nurse sisters in the
battle against Corona was amazing: CM
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that the zeal and
passion with which all the
nurse sisters engaged in the war
against Corona have accomplished
their duty with highest dedication is
amazing. The contribution of nurse
sisters has been important in the
coordinated efforts made for corona
control in the state.
Chouhan has heartily congratulated all the nurse sisters of the state
through his tweet. He said that the
nurse sisters of the health staff, playing the role of corona warriors,
fought the battle against Corona with
high spirits. They not only treated the
corona patients but also boosted
their morale with their conduct. The
corona patients who went to their
homes after recovering from the hospital and covid care centres also
expressed their gratitude for the serv-

Muslims go for 2 to 3 marriages
and have 10 children: Sisodia

ices rendered by the nurse sisters.
Chouhan said that nurse sisters
have played an important role in the
vaccination mega campaign to provide protection shield from corona
in the state. With their cooperation,
maximum vaccination could be
done in the state and Madhya
Pradesh created a distinct identity in

SWAMI MITRANAND
SARASWATI CALLS ON CM

Panchyat and Rural Development minister Mahendra Singh Sisodia while replying to a query
related to Population Control Act in Guna on Saturday evening. A video of his statement went
viral on social media on Sunday.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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anchyat and Rural Development
minister Mahendra Singh Sisodia
courted controversy by saying that
Muslims go for two to three marriages
and have 10 children."
He was replying to a query related to
Population Control Act in Guna on
Saturday evening. A video of his statement went viral on social media on
Sunday.
Notably, BJP leaders including ministers, MPs and MLAs have asked to
implement Population Control Act in
the state. Recently, former protem
speaker Rameshwar Sharma had written to chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, urging to enact the Act in

Madhya Pradesh. While talking to journalists in his home town Guna on
Sunday, Sisodiya said, "There are laws
to control population, but they should

CM PLANTS NEEM SAPLING IN
SMART PARK
Bhopal:Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted a Neem
sapling in Smart City Park today.
Chouhan plants saplings every
day in fulfilment of his resolve.
Rich in antibiotic elements, neem
is known as the supreme medicine. Neem may be bitter in
taste, but its benefits are like nectar. Neem is also very useful
from environmental point of view.
After the tree plantation, Chief Minister Chouhan while
discussing with the media representatives said that the participation of the society in tree plantation activities has
increased. Information about tree plantation done at institutions and at individual level is being received daily from
different districts. Tree plantation by individuals on their
own initiative will help in facing the crisis of climate change.
Plantation done at individual level is like our obligation
against the ill-effects of climate change.

MP BECOMES THE FIRST STATE TO INTRODUCE VC
FACILITY AT ALL SUBORDINATE COURTS
Jabalpur:The High Court of Madhya Pradesh, Jabalpur,
has become the first state to introduce a video conferencing
facility and other audio-visual electronics linkages at both
High Court and District Court levels. It has been introduced
to hear the cases and the recording of evidence of witnesses
unable to attend the Court. The initiative has been introduced to make the process more user-friendly, intending to
avoid delay in judicial proceedings due to the non-availability of parties, counsels, witnesses and accused unable to
physically attend the Court.The High Court has employed
video conferencing, an integrated web technology, to
ensure speedy trial and speedy justice. It also prepared and
notified 'The High Court of Madhya Pradesh Video
Conferencing and Audio-Visual Electronic Linkage Rules,
2020' based on model rules for Video Conferencing for
Courts forwarded by the Supreme Court. The rules lay
down in detail the general principles, facilities recommended for video conferencing, preparatory arrangement and
the procedure to be followed while video conferencing. It
also notifies the manner of conduct of advocates and parties at the time of video conferencing, including remaining
attentive, keeping cell phones switched off, microphones
muted and in the attire appropriate to the dignity of the
proceedings. The State is the first to introduce video conferencing facilities to all District Hospitals, Juvenile Justice
Boards, Railway Courts and Family Courts. The Subordinate
Courts of Madhya Pradesh also notified the rules in this
regard vide "The District Courts of Madhya Pradesh Video
Conferencing and Audio-Visual Electronic Linkage Rules,
2020."As of July 15, 2021, a total of 1864 VC systems have
been purchased and installed at Districts, Tehsil Courts,
Central Jails/ District Jails/Sub Jails, District Hospitals,
Railway Courts & Juvenile Justice Boards. All the District
Court complexes have a Video Conferencing facility with
Central Jails/District Jails/Sub-Jails facilitating transactions
of judicial business as regards recording of evidence, judicial remand, and speed-up the trial. The video conferencing
is made available with District Hospitals for recording evidence of Doctors from District Hospital itself.
"This arrangement may reduce the burden on Doctors of
travelling and will also help the Police/Jail Staff in ensuring
security and safety of prisoners."Till June 30, 2021, amidst
the lockdown, the High Court of Madhya Pradesh had conducted approx 3,61,164 VC while the District Judiciary conducted approx 527906 number of VC. In addition, the High
Court has issued a Work Order regarding the purchase of 80
Video Conferencing units for District and Tehsil Court
Complexes to further strengthen the video conferencing
system.

be implemented at ground level. There
must be provision as to how many children a couple should have. In Muslim
community, there is no such restriction.
They go for two-three marriages and
have 10 children," Sisodiya
said.Responding to Sisodia's statement,
spokesperson of Madhya Pradesh
Congress Abbas Hafiz said BJP leaders
believe in politics of hatred. "I challenge
Sisodia to tell a single name from his
constituency, who have gone for three
marriages and 10 children. It is an irresponsible statement and he should
apologise for it," he said.Recently, BJP
MP from Khargone Sudhir Gupta had
held Bollywood star Aamir Khan
responsible for disturbing the population ratio in the country.

Chouhan to hold direct communication with children

CM to transfer amount to
Covid Bal Seva Yojana
 Chouhan said that
many people have
lost their loved
ones to Corona
infection, and the
void cannot be
filled. In the second wave of
Corona, many
children again
lost their parents.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will
transfer an amount in
the accounts of the children
of Covid-19 Bal Seva Yojana
on July 19. Chief Minister
Chouhan will also interact

Bhopal, Monday, July 19, 2021

with the children. The programme to be organized
through video conferencing
from Mantralaya at 3 pm will
also be broadcast on social
media.Chouhan said that
many people have lost their
loved ones to Corona infection, and the void cannot be
filled. In the second wave of
Corona, many children
again lost their parents. In
this situation,
Mukhyamantri Covid-19 Bal
Seva Yojana was started to
take up the responsibility of
the children. Provision has
been made in the scheme to
provide free education, free
ration along with safe housing facility part from a financial assistance of Rs 5 thousand per month to the
orphaned children.

Bhopal:Swami Mitranand Saraswati of
Chinmaya Mission, Chennai met Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan at his
residence on Sunday. Swami Mitranand
discussed the concept of Chinmaya
Tarangini and Bal Mandir with Chief
Minister Chouhan. The Chinmaya
Tarangini meditation park in Chennai is
dedicated to spirituality. Tarangini series
brings alive the eternal human values
through stories. Swami Mitrananda is a
disciple of Gurudev HH Swami
Chinmayananda. He is a spiritual teacher
of Chinmaya Mission Chennai. Swami
Mitrarand Saraswati is the National
Director of All India Chinmaya Yuva
Kendra.

the country in vaccination. Chief
Minister said that record vaccines
were administered in the initial days
of the vaccination campaign, in
which the cooperation of the nurse
sisters cannot be denied. The work
of vaccinating continued from morning till late night and the nurse sisters, regardless of time and without

getting worried for them, vaccinated
all the people who came to the vaccination centres. This shows their
high spirits.
Chouhan said that in the coordinated efforts made in controlling the
second wave of corona in the state,
the nurse sisters have also made
commendable contribution. Now
the state government is making even
better efforts to save the people from
the third wave of corona. For this,
along with the necessary resources,
arrangements for oxygen and essential medicines are also being
ensured. Chief Minister Chouhan
said that to prevent the possible
third wave of corona, work will be
done again by adopting public-participation model. For this, along with
the staff of the Health Department,
Crisis Management Groups and
social organisations at district, block,
ward and village level are active from
now on.

Woman Arrested With
Pistol, 15 Live Rounds
 The police had received
complaints that Kusum
Bhadoria, who worked in
some small media organisations, was blackmailing
people and extorting
money, a senior police
officer said.
Team Absolute | Bhind
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olice have arrested a 40-yearold woman on charges of extortion and blackmailing people
and seized a country-made pistol
and 15 live rounds from her possession, an official said on Sunday.
The police had received complaints that Kusum Bhadoria, who
worked in some small media organisations, was blackmailing people and
extorting money, Superintendent of

Police Manoj Kumar Singh said.
Based on the complaints, the police
raided her residence in Yadunath
Nagar here on Saturday evening,
Bhind police women cell in-charge
sub-inspector Ratna Jain said.A
country-made pistol and 15 live
rounds were recovered from her residence where she was living alone,
the official said.
The police also recovered identity
cards of some small newspapers with
which the accused had worked and
seals of several government departments, she said.As per an initial
investigation into the matter, the
woman allegedly used to make available arms and ammunition to people
who wanted weapons, the police
said.She also used to make recommendation letters with government
seals for jobs to unemployed people
who approached her, they said.

Sarpanch's husband cuts off man's
hands to avenge 'public humiliation'
The victim, identified as Somesh Gurjar, had grabbed
the sarpanch's husband by his collar during a quarrel
between them over some issue on Friday.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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n a disturbing incident of barbarity
reported from Hoshangabad district,
both hands of a man were chopped
off by a sarpanch's husband and his four
family members on Friday night. The
crime occurred after the victim grabbed
the collar of the sarpanch's husband
during an argument with him over some
issue.
The victim, identified as Somesh
Gurjar, has suffered life-changing
injuries and is being administered treatment at a hospital. His condition is said
to be critical. Meanwhile, the sarpanch's

husband Bhagwan Singh, his father and
three other family members have been
placed under arrest for the alleged
crime.
As per reports, Singh and Gurjar, both
residents of Chourahet village, are distantly related to each other. On Friday,
the two had gone to the Itarsi mandi,
where a quarrel broke out between
them during crop procurement. Gurjar,
during the course of the altercation,
allegedly grabbed Singh by his collar in
front of onlookers. Following this, other
farmers stepped in and separated the
two. Singh felt humiliated and decided
to seek revenge.

In the night, when Gurjar was on his
way back home, he was waylaid by
Singh and his four family members,
including his father. The five accused
severely thrashed Gurjar with sticks.
Later, Singh and his father amputated
Gurjar's hands using sickles and fled the
spot.The victim somehow managed to
drag himself to his house, leaving his
severed hands at the crime spot. The
sight left his family members horrified.
They dashed him to a medical facility for
treatment and rushed to retrieve his severed hand, but the right time to perform
the reattachment surgery had already
passed.

COVID-19 case rises by 18 in 2 drown in river during picnic
state; active cases now 219

The incident took place late Saturday evening
at Chidiabhadak picnic spot under Balwada
police station limits, about 90 km from the district headquarters.
Team Absolute | Khargone

The recovery count of the state is now 7,80,927, while
the toll stands at 10,512 with no death reported during
the past 24-hours.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh added 18 fresh
coronavirus cases, which took
its infection tally to 7,91,658
on Sunday, an official from the state
health department said.
The recovery count of the state is
now 7,80,927, while the toll stands at

10,512 with no death reported during
the past 24-hours, he said.
There are 219 active COVID-19
cases in the state, the officials said.
As 78,563 swab samples were tested
during the day, the overall test count
in the state has crossed 1.34 crore.
Only 671 persons were administered
COVID-19 vaccines in the state on

Sunday. A total of 2,51,92,002 jabs
have so far been administered in
Madhya Pradesh.
The coronavirus figures in MP are as
follows: Total cases 7,91,658, new
cases 18, death toll 10,512 (no
change), recoveries 7,80,927, active
cases 219, number of tests done so far
1,34,84,070.

Team Absolute | Bhopal

The government is T
with you at every
moment: Mishra

he state government is standing with the
people at all times. In every hour of sorrow,
the people will be able to stand by the government at all times. Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said this while giving consolation to the
three families affected by lightning and giving a
check of Rs.4 lakh each as financial assistance.
Mishra consoled the families of the victims on
Sunday at village Sanaura in Datia district.
Recently, due to the fall of celestial lightning, the
daughter of Govind Singh, Daughter of Priyanka

T

wo men drowned in a
river while celebrating
the birthday of one of
them at a picnic spot near
Madhya Pradesh's Khargone
district, police said on
Sunday.The incident took
place late Saturday evening
at Chidiabhadak picnic spot
under Balwada police station limits, about 90 km
from the district headquarters, they said.
The two men along with
six other friends had gone to
the spot from Indore to celebrate the birthday of one of

the victims, Balwada police
station in-charge Shankar
Singh Mujalde said.
The victims, aged 21 and
22, ventured into deep
waters of the Choral river
while taking bath and got
swept away, he said. A team
of divers later fished out the
bodies and they were sent to
Barwah hospital, he said.
The post-mortem was
conducted on Sunday
morning following which
the bodies were handed
over to their families. A case
was registered in connection
with the incident, the official
said.

and Vinod, K Pratiksha had died suddenly. Mishra
provided financial assistance of Rs.4 lakh each to
the fathers of the deceased girl child.
Mishra reached village Niwari on Saturday and
presented a check of financial assistance amounting to Rs.4 lakh to Dhani Ram.
He assured Dhani Ram of Scheduled Tribes that
in case of any kind of problem, he should be
informed without hesitation. It is noteworthy that
13-year-old daughter of Dhani Ram, Pushpa also
died suddenly due to lightning. Mishra reached
the house of the victim's family and expressed his
condolences.
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Mumbai wall collapse:

RAINS WREAK HAVOC IN
MUMBAI, TOLL INCREASES TO 22

PM announces Rs 2L ex-gratia
to kin of deceased
E
Team Absolute|New Delhi

xpressing grief over the
loss of lives due to wall
collapse in the
Chembur and Vikhroli areas
in Mumbai due to heavy rain,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday announced
ex-gratia to the kin of those
who lost their lives and those
injured.
An amount of Rs 2 lakh
will be given to each of the
family members of the
deceased and Rs 50,000 to
those who suffered injuries in
the incident. At least 18 people were killed and several
others injured in Mumbai
and one of its suburbs after
they were trapped under
houses that collapsed due to
landslides following heavy

At least 22 persons were killed in 11 different incidents as rains wreaked havoc on
Mumbai and Mumbai Metropolitan Region since midnight, the BMC Disaster Control
said here on Sunday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

s Mumbai slept the skies
opened up with thunder,
lightning and heavy rains
measuring between 197 mm to
over 235 mm in some areas in
barely 3-4 hours, as per the IMD
Mumbai, which submerged many
areas and hit road and rail traffic
badly.
According to the BMC Disaster
Cell and NDRF, at least 17 persons
were killed when a wall collapsed
after a tree fell at Vashi Naka, New
Bharat Nagar in the Chembur area
around 1 am.
In another incident, at least 3
people perished when a few hutments caved in the Suryanagar
slums in Vikhroli east.
A 16-year-old boy, Soham M
Thorat was killed when the wall of
his home collapsed early on
Sunday, while a 26-year-old youth
Salim M Patel was electrocuted in
his sweetmeat shop in Andheri
west.Around another 12 persons,
injured in all these incidents, have
been rushed to various hospitals
and are undergoing treatment,
with their condition described as
stable.The BMC's gauges recorded
rainfall of 177 mm in South
Mumbai, 205 mm in Eastern
Suburbs and 195 mm in Western

rains that lashed the city and
nearby areas on Saturday
night and on Sunday morning, officials said. In a series
of Prime Minister Office
(PMO) tweets, the Prime
Minister said, "Saddened by
the loss of lives due to wall
collapses in Chembur and
Vikhroli in Mumbai. In this
hour of grief, my thoughts are
with the bereaved families.

Praying that those who are
injured have a speedy recovery."The amount will be disbursed from the Prime
Minister's National Relief
Fund (PMNRF), which was
established entirely with
public contributions and
does not get any budgetary
support.The resources of the
PMNRF are utilized primarily
to render immediate relief to
families of those killed in natural calamities like floods,
cyclones and earthquakes,
and to the victims of the
major accidents and riots.
Assistance from PMNRF is
also rendered, to partially
defray the expenses for medical treatment like heart surgeries, kidney transplantation, cancer treatment and
acid attack, etc.

Water supply suspended until further notice as heavy
rains lash Mumbai
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Suburbs.
In many areas, people reported
waist-deep waters with the flood
waters entering the ground floor
homes or shops in the vulnerable
or low-lying areas.
The downpour, which started
after midnight, continued virtually
non-stop and led to waterlogging
or flooding in most parts of the city
besides the coastal Konkan districts of Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri,
Raigad, Thane and Palghar.
The rains hit the suburban train
services with WR lines flooding at
Nalla Sopara and Virar, and the CR

tracks getting submerged at Dadar,
Sion, Kurla, Parel, Chunabhatti and
Tilaknagar.By 7 am as the water
levels receded from the railway
tracks, the WR resumed services
between Churchgate and Borivali
and the CR started services on the
mainline and Harbour Line.
The BMC said water-logging or
flooding was reported in at least 31
localities across Mumbai, including
the regular hotspots and the eastwest subways in the western suburbs. However, the rain's repercussions were not felt much for the
commuters as it was a Sunday,

with most people remaining
indoors, as the intensity dropped
since daybreak.With flood waters
entering the Bhandup Water
Treatment Plant, the BMC has said
that there will be water shortages in
some parts of the city till repairs are
completed and urged people to use
water sparingly.The IMD Mumbai
has warned of more rains during
the day, including a few very heavy
spells for which the BMC, NDRF,
Police, Fire Brigade and other
agencies are on high alert in
Mumbai and the entire coastal
Konkan region.

A

s heavy rains lashed the metropolis
on Sunday, the water supply
throughout Mumbai was announced
suspended until further notice.
It happened as a result of the incessant
downpour which hit the power supply at
the water complex the city's biggest water
treatment plant.
The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) informed that the
city's water supply will be restored only
once the electricity is back at the Bhandup
complex.The civic body has asked
Mumbaikars to use water sparingly until
the supply is fully restored. It also asked

citizens to boil water before consuming for
maximum safety. Meanwhile, power outages have been reported in various parts of
the city including Colaba, Bandra, Kurla,
Malad, Kandivali, Ghatkopar, Mahalaxmi,
Sewri, Wadala and Mumbai Central.
The downpour, which started after midnight, continued non-stop and led to
waterlogging or flooding in several lowlying areas of Mumbai.Also, as many as 25
persons have been killed in over 10 different incidents across the city as rains
wreaked havoc on Sunday.At least 17 persons were killed when a wall collapsed
after a tree fell at Vashi Naka, New Bharat
Nagar in the Chembur area around 1 am.

Woman saves daughter
ED searches 2 houses of ex-Maharashtra home minister
from jaws of leopard The
court had asked the CBI to look into the allegations of bribery made
Money laundering probe:

The woman initially
stepped back out of
fear, but soon regained
courage and hit the
feline with a bamboo
stick. The leopard then
left the girl and tried to
attack the woman, but
she kept hitting it with
the stick, the official
said, adding that the
animal later escaped
into the forest.
Team Absolute|Chandrapur
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woman rescued her
five-year-old daughter
from the jaws of a leopard at a forest in
Maharashtra's Chandrapur

district, an official said on
Sunday.
The girl received serious
injuries in the incident that
took place on June 30, and
is slated to undergo a surgery at a hospital in Nagpur
on Monday, he said.
Archana Meshram, a resident of Junona village,
located about 15 km from
the district headquarters,
was on way to the village
outskirts when the leopard
suddenly pounced upon the
girl while she was walking
behind her mother, Forest
Development Corporation
Limited's divisional manager VM Morey said.
The woman initially
stepped back out of fear, but
soon regained courage and
hit the feline with a bamboo

stick. The leopard then left
the girl and tried to attack
the woman, but she kept
hitting it with the stick, the
official said, adding that the
animal later escaped into
the forest.
The girl received serious
jaw injuries and forest personnel took her to the
Chandrapur Civil Hospital,
from where she was later
shifted to a government
dental hospital in Nagpur.
The forest department
had given some amount as
initial compensation for her
medical treatment, the official said.
The girl will undergo a
surgery at the Nagpur-based
hospital on Monday, he
added.

against Deshmukh by former Mumbai Police commissioner Param Bir Singh.
Team Absolute|Nagpur
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he Enforcement Directorate
conducted searches at two residences of former Maharashtra
home minister Anil Deshmukh in
Nagpur district on Sunday as part of a
probe into a money laundering case,
a police official said.
Two separate teams of the ED
searched Deshmukh's house in Katol
town, located about 60 km from
Nagpur, and his ancestral home at
Wadvihira village near Katol, he said.
The searches started at around 6
am, he said. The official said the
search is still on at the Katol premises
of Deshmukh, while the search at
Wadvihira concluded around 12
noon.
The ED is conducting a probe into
the money laundering case related to

an alleged multi-crore bribery-cumextortion racket that led to
Deshmukh's resignation from the

NCP, BJP Should Form Government In Maharashtra: Ramdas Athawale
Ramdas Athawale urged Sharad
Pawar to withdraw his support from
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government and instead join hands with BJP
to form a government in Maharashtra.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ollowing Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar's meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union Minister
Ramdas Athawale on Saturday said the NCP should
join NDA.
Athawale while talking to media also urged
Pawar to withdraw his support from Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government and instead join hands
with BJP to form a government in Maharashtra."I
think BJP and NCP government should be formed
in Maharashtra," said Athawale.
On NCP leader and Maharashtra minister Nawab
Malik's clarification that two parties would not

come together due to ideological and political differences, Athawale said, "Even Shiv Sena, Congress
and BJP were on different shores on a river, but they
came together. Why can't BJP and NCP come
together? The Constitution framed by Babasahed
(Ambedkar) tries to bring different sides together.""I request Sharad Pawar Ji that he should change
his decision. The support that he gave to Shiv Sena
must be withdrawn. Congress party is repeatedly

warning you. Congress' Nana Patole is repeatedly
giving controversial statements against Pawar Ji.
That's why I feel that Sharad Pawar Ji should come
with NDA," said the Union Minister. He further
claimed that Congress has supported Shiv Sena in
Maharasthra for more than past one year because
of NCP and Sharad Pawar, but, "government is not
running the way it should."
He also reacted to Shiv Sena MP Arvind Sawant's
claim that Pawar met PM Modi on farmer's issue,
and said, "Even if they talked about farmers' issue,
then too it was good. The agitation should end, and
farmers should get justice. Sharad Pawar has previously said that there is no need to repeal the law
but should be amended to resolve the issues of the
farmers. Whatever be the conversation, Sharad
Pawar's friendship with PM Narendra Modi should
remain good." Pawar met PM Modi on Saturday,
two days before the beginning of the monsoon session of Parliament on July 19. The meeting came at
a time when speculation of trouble among the MVA
allies is rife.

post of home minister in April this
year.The central agency recently
arrested Deshmukh's personal secre-

Bright Outdoor and Kris Media Works
(KMW) launch Brillante Mediaworks
Team Absolute|Mumbai

B

right Outdoor, the
famous outdoor
agency announces its
new joint venture with Kris
Mediaworks (KMW), an
ambitious and renowned
media agency.
The new company
launched as Brillante
Mediaworks LLP, will be
pitching and handling
media business of Bright
Outdoor's clients as well as
seek new clients for all
mediums including TV,
Print, Cinema, Radio and
Digital."Yogesh Lakhani's
immense knowledge in the

Bombay HC dismisses plea seeking registration of theft case against Fadnavis
The Bombay High Court has dismissed a plea seeking registration of a case of theft against former Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

G

ranting relief to former Maharashtra chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis, the Nagpur bench of the Bombay
High Court dismissed a petition that alleged that
Fadnavis and his associates had obtained pleadings from the
office of the government pleader in an unauthorised manner.
The petition filed by lawyer Satish Uke had sought an investigation into the matter.
Uke alleged that the copies were utilised by Fadnavis' associates to file an intervention application. In spite of him registering a complaint, the police had refused to file an FIR, he
said. He alleged that this was due to the political influence of
Fadnavis. He then sought cognisance of his complaint since
the alleged offences were under sections 378 and 379 (theft)
of the Indian Penal Code.
The bench of Justice VM Deshpande and Justice Amit B
Borkar observed that copies of documents in the judicial proceedings being used to file an intervention application did not

tary Sanjeev Palande (51) and personal assistant Kundan Shinde (45)
after it carried out raids against them
and the NCP leader in Mumbai and
Nagpur.
Deshmukh had earlier skipped
ED's summons for questioning in the
case.
The ED's case against Deshmukh
and others was made out after the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
first carried out a preliminary enquiry
followed by a regular case being filed
on the orders of the Bombay High
Court.The court had asked the CBI to
look into the allegations of bribery
made against Deshmukh by former
Mumbai Police commissioner Param
Bir Singh.Deshmukh, who resigned
as the state home minister in April
following the allegations, has denied
any wrongdoing.

by itself imply any dishonest intention in procuring the documents.The court went through the evidence and arguments
put forth and concluded that Uke had failed to disclose any
wrongful gain by the intervention applicant or wrongful loss
to Uke or the government pleader's officer. This would be
necessary to prove the offence of theft.The court added that
the documents allegedly obtained from the office of the government pleader were used to file an application in the judicial proceedings only to vindicate his [Fadnavis'] stand in the
writ petition."Merely because the intervention applicant has
used the copies of the documents in the judicial proceedings,
it cannot be said that the intervention applicant has removed
the documents with 'dishonest' intention," the bench said.
The court did not find it necessary to conduct an inquiry
to ascertain whether a cognizable offence was disclosed or
not.Considering all the facts and circumstances in the case,
the court concluded that the information in the complaint
filed by the petitioner did not disclose any cognizable
offence.

Outdoor business since 1980
and his excellent relationships and network with his
clients will prove to be highly advantageous for the new
outfit", states Krishna
Suvarna of KMW.
Reiterating that Yogesh
Lakhani, the owner of Bright
Outdoor is a brand by himself, he is further confident
that the new company will
easily be able to leverage the
stalwart's goodwill among
his 1000 odd clients.
Lakhani on the other
hand is super confident
about the capabilities of
KMW as its partner. "KMW
brings to the table around

20 years of solid media planning, buying, research and
audit experience and
admirable knowledge in its
domain. Their expertise in
handling media including
critical research will help
'Bright' as a brand to
achieve its dynamic goals
for growth in other media
verticals" emphasizes
Lakhani.
There is an air of excitement with the launch of
BRILLANTE MEDIAWORKS
and together the two agencies are looking forward to
bringing forth some great
work for their current and
future clients.

BMC asks Mumbaikars to
boil water before drinking
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he BMC on Sunday
asked residents to boil
water before drinking
as water supply across
Mumbai was hit after waterlogging in its Bhandup water
complex disrupted operations.
With water entering the
Bhandup pumping station,
operations at the pumping
station were also interrupted.
Several parts of the city did
not receive water on Sunday
as BMC officials claimed that
they were working on war
footing to restore the water
supply. With no water supply, many housing societies
were forced to get water

from tankers. Many reported
that water tankers were
charging exorbitant rates to
supply water on Sunday.
"Due to the inundation of
torrential rainwater in the
Bhandup water pumping
complex area, the filtration
and drainage plans at the
water purification centre had
to be shut down. Due to this,
water supply in most parts of
Mumbai was disrupted on
Sunday. Efforts are underway to restore the city's
water supply by restarting
the water purification system
in the complex. Once water
supply is restored,
Mumbaikars should drink
boiled water," said an
official.
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Indian Youth,Emojis andCovid LEADERSHIP ISSUE IN K'TAKA: FEAR OF LOSING
M
LINGAYAT VOTE BANK MAKES BJP CAUTIOUS
Bhopal, Monday, July 19, 2021

EDITOR’S SPECS

ore than 80 per cent of millennials and Gen Zies in India have
found hope in Covid-19 vaccination by using emojis as a medium to
express themselves, a new report has
said.While the joining hands emoji
emerged as the most used one as part of
vaccination drive-related conversations
among those aged between 18-25 and
25+ years, the emoji with laughing tears
continues to enjoy the top position, the
report by AI innovation start-up Bobble
AI said on World Emoji Day.The report is
based upon privacy-compliant data
sourced from more than 64 million
devices (without any personally identifiable information) across India in the last
one-year period.The 'Emoji with
Laughing Tears' has topped the chart
since the last three years with over 10 million people using it on a daily basis. It
emerged as the most preferred emoji in
the age group of 18-25 years."With people
working remotely, there has been a significant rise in online chatting and with
that comes the rise in sharing suitable
emojis to depict the emotion most effectively," said Ankit Prasad, Co-Founder
and CEO, Bobble AI."Quite clearly, varied aspects related to the pandemic and
cancellation of IPL season has dominated the minds of Millennials and Gen Zies
in the last one-year period," he added.The
growing use of emojis among millennials
and Gen Zies is close in line with Bobble
AI's recently released study, conducted by
Nielsen that analysed how this target
audience is increasingly conversing in the
viral language of visuals.The study pointed out that 83 per cent of people think
that using emojis, stickers and Gifs while
chatting are a better way to express
themselves.

M.K. Ashoka

T

he BJP high command, contemplating a change of leadership in Karnataka, has adopted a cautious approach in
giving shape to its plans. Party sources explain that in no
way the party wants to send a wrong message to Lingayat vote
base which is propelling the party to power in the state.
Presently, B.S. Yediyurappa, the Chief Minister of Karnataka,
is the unquestionable leader of the community. However, since
he is 78 years old, the party wants a change of guard. His
detractors within the party maintain that Yediyurappa does not
pursue aggressive Hindutva. Unlike many other BJP leaders,
Yediyurappa enjoys the support of the minorities and other
community leaders and it is not easy to disturb him.
Lingayats have been powerful since the pre-independence
period in the state. The community derives strength from its
religious 'mutts' spread across the state and their huge public
following cutting across caste lines.
The community is economically strong and after unification
of the state in 1956, until the Congress party was split at the
time of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1969, Lingayat
CMs ruled the state one after the other. Y.N. Goudar, senior
political analyst, says, Yediyurappa enjoys Lingayat and
Panchapeeta religious mutt's support. After Ramakrishna
Hegde, former Chief Minister of the state who enjoyed the support of Lingayats, Yediyurappa is the one they back, says M.P.
Renukacharya, BJP MLA.His defiance of seniors has been a
worrying factor, say party leaders. Yediyurappa had challenged
L.K. Advani when asked to resign as chief minister in 2011. He
even broke up with the party and launched his own KJP party

Ladies leading Congress attack in TV debates
SaiyedMoziz Imam Zaidi

T

he Congress party, which has often been
cornered by BJP panelists in television
debates, has drawn up a fiery pack of
media panelists and spokespersons with the
one-line dictum: they will return fire for fire.
There are many aggressive spokespersons
like Pawan Khera, Rohan Gupta, Gaurav
Vallabh but leading the pack is team of ladies
who are not relenting to bow down and are
ready to reply in the same way.
Leading the charge are journalist turned
spokesperson SupriyaShrinate, Alka Lamba,
Radhika Khera and Ragini Nayak -- the last
three come from the Youth Congress and
Shama Mohammed, a dentist from Southern
India. While Khera is the party's National
Media Coordinator, Lamba is not an official
spokesperson but is seen in the TV debates
asserting Congress viewpoints.
The women say that they are going to give
back to the BJP spokespersons in the same
manner, but will not be the first mover of

53 Taliban militants dead
in Afghanistan in 24 hrs
A
Kabul|Agencies

t least 53 Taliban militants were killed and 38
others injured in multiple airstrikes and fierce battles in Afghanistan in the past
24 hours, the Ministry of
Defence said on Sunday.
In Kapisa province, 18 militants were killed and 24
wounded after Afghan Air
Force (AAF) conducted
airstrikes in support of
Afghan National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF) in
the Tagab and Nijrab districts, Xinhua news agency
reported citing a Ministry
statement as saying.
Among the killed militants
were three Taliban's divisional commanders, said the
statement.
Meanwhile, 20 Taliban
militants were killed and

eight others wounded during
a cleanup operation conducted by ANDSF on the outskirts
of Lashkar Gah, the capital
city of Helmand province,
according to the statement.
In Balkh province, 15
Taliban militants were killed
and six others wounded following an airstrike conducted by the AAF in Kaldar dis-

2 people dead, 4 injured
in California shooting
 Officials said "it is
believed that there
was some type of
altercation between
two groups prior to
the shooting and
multiple firearms
have been recovered
at the scene."
Washington|Agencies

T

wo people were killed
and four others injured
in a shooting in
Sacramento, the capital city
of the US state of California,
authorities said.
Police officers on patrol
reported hearing shots fired
in Old Town Sacramento,
which is a riverfront historic
section of the city, just before
11.45 pm Friday, Xinhua
news agency quoted the
authorities as saying on
Saturday.Officers from across
the city as well as those from
neighbouring law enforcement agencies responded to
assist, according to the

in 2012. By garnering 10 per cent of votes, Yediyurappa ensured
the defeat of the BJP in the 2013 general elections. During the
first wave of Covid, his statement that disciplinary action would
be initiated against those targeting the minority communities
drew criticism from hardliners in the party. The Lingayat community, which accounts for 17 to 22 per cent of the state's population, plays a dominant role in elections. Lingayat voters hold
sway in as many as 100 Assembly constituencies in north
Karnataka. Barring the coastal belt and a few districts, the presence of Lingayat voters is felt across the state. As many as 58
MLAs belonging to the community are elected in the present
Assembly -- 38 MLAs among them belong to the BJP. Political
pundits say that Congress party leader and then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi had unceremoniously declared the exit of then
Chief Minister Veerendra Patil in 1990 from the airport before

trict. One vehicle belonging
to the militants and a large
number of weapons and
ammunition were destroyed
during the latest offensives,
the statement said.
The Afghan security forces
have recently beefed up
security operations against
the Taliban militants.

CUBANS GATHER
IN SUPPORT OF
REVOLUTION
Havana:Thousands of
Cubans gathered at the La
Piragua esplanade in
Havana to express their support of the island nation's
government after the recent
unrest. Raul Castro, leader of
the Cuban socialist revolution, President Miguel DiazCanel, high-ranking officials,
and leaders of social organisations attended the event
on Saturday, reports Xinhua
news agency
Addressing the audience,
Diaz-Canel said that the
Cuban revolution continues
to stand by its people, and
accused the US administration of sponsoring a political
and communicational campaign against the Caribbean
country. Abiding by social
distancing guidelines and
mask mandates, participants held national flags and
patriotic banners in support
of the Cuban socialist revolution, and dozens of people
waved from balconies.

such low level discourses which are often
seen on TV news channels these days.
SupriyaShrinate, the latest entrant, has
climbed the ladder fast. She says, "BJP
spokespersons don't want to talk on the topic
and if they do, then they don't have the factual data to back their claims and then resort to
name calling and employ some other tricks to
divert the issue." "But now what I decided
that if you call our leaders we are not going to
be silent but give it back, then and there itself
in the same way but I have decided not to say
it first, but if provoked will not be the mute
spectator," she said. The Congress party had
been lacking in countering BJP spokespersons like Sambit Patra, Gaurav Bhatia due to
party's strictness to adhering to decorums,
but now the situation has changed after having lost Congress spokesperson Rajiv Tyagi
who died soon after a heated TV debate. The
Congress has now decided to
be aggressive in Television studios rather than to be mild,
says a party insider. Radhika

international

Canberra|Agencies

T

he Royal Flying Doctor
Service (RFDS) has
been enlisted to inoculate thousands of Australians
against Covid-19 in remote
areas, a top official said on
Sunday.
Frank Quinlan, RFDS federation executive director,
said the service has administered about 5,121 coronavirus vaccines since being
brought in by governments to
accelerate the rollout in
remote communities, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Of those vaccines, it was
estimated that about 45 per
cent were for Indigenous
Australians.
"Early on in the pandemic
we identified a whole number of communities across

Australia where the RFDS is
either one of or the primary
source of health care," he
said. "So we're now provided
vaccine clinics into those
often remote and often small
communities.
"We're expecting on the
back of the plans we've
worked up to be delivering
some 50,000 vaccines to
some 500 vaccine clinics

Guterres calls for efforts
to achieve justice for all
U

N Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has called on the international community to drive
forward efforts to achieve justice for
all.
"Today, as we reflect on the suffering
of all victims and survivors of grave
crimes, I encourage all states to ratify
the Rome Statute, and call on the international community to drive forward
efforts to achieve accountability and
justice for all," he said on Saturday in
his message for the Day of
International Criminal Justice,
observed annually on July 17.
Noting that July 17 marks the 23rd
anniversary of the adoption of the
Rome Statute, the founding treaty of
the International Criminal Court,
which aims to end impunity for the
perpetrators of the most serious crimes
of concern to the international community, the Secretary-General said
that accountability for these crimes "is
central to our global commitment to

Khera, who is in the media team and panelist,
is also from the Youth Congress. She says, "We
don't need any special preparation. The BJP
government commits huge mistakes everyday
making our job easier by giving us enough
reasons to corner them -- their failure to handle the economy, rising prices, Covid vaccines, growing joblessness and their ability to
'lie'. So, when you have truth on your side, the
liars have nothing to show and hence get
exposed everyday in TV debates!" Alka
Lamba, who returned to the Congress party,
is very active on social media and was one of
the spokespersons to be sent to Goa to corner
the BJP on inflation and fuel price hike.
Lamba says now BJP finds it difficult to hide
behind the fake factory as we're there to
expose them. "While BJP is more into personalized attack, I stick to issues and refrain from
being dragged into BJP's diversionary tactics."

'Flying doctors' to deliver vaccines
to remote Australians

United Nations|Agencies

Sacramento Police
Department. The two people
who died in the shooting
were believed to be adult
males.
The other four victims
received treatment at local
hospitals for non-life-threatening injuries, said the
department in a news
release.Homicide detectives
and crime scene investigators are still investigating the
incident.Officials said "it is
believed that there was some
type of altercation between
two groups prior to the
shooting and multiple
firearms have been recovered at the scene."

leaving for New Delhi. After this, the Lingayat vote turned
towards the BJP and boosted its prospects in the state.
Veerendra Patil, a Lingayat, had led the Congress party to a
big victory in the elections held a year ago by winning 184 seats
in the 224-seat Karnataka Assembly. After his exit, even though
the Congress party came to power twice, its attempts to woo
the Lingayats back to its fold failed. The BJP does not want to
make the same mistake by easing out Yediyurappa, sources
said. Basavana Gouda Patil Yatnal, BJP MLA who was at the
forefront demanding the change in leadership of the state,
maintained that Yediyurappa had taken the Lingayat community for a ride. The Panchamasaali sub sect has moved away
from him, and they comprise a large chunk in Lingayat vote
base, he adds.C.S. Dwarakanath, an influential public intellectual, explains that after independence major castes like the
Lingayats and Vokkaligas dominated the political scenario.
After that, backward classes gained representation when
Devaraj Urs became chief minister in 1972 and 1978. Later, the
state witnessed OBC-centric politics. Now, the focus has shifted
from OBC to Most Backward Classes (MBC). They are aggressively pursued by mainstream political parties.
Caste politics will hopefully end and the next generation
youth will break the shackles of caste, Dwarakanath said.
Priyank Kharge, former Congress minister, hinted that the
BJP would implode in the coming days following the leadership
row.The BJP Central leadership attempted to create a parallel
leader in the form of Lakshman Savadi by making him a
Deputy Chief Minister though he lost elections and failed. This
is the case with many other detractors of the Chief Minister
who are unable to take the party to victory in elections.

peace, security, human rights and fundamental freedoms", reports Xinhua
news agency.
"The UN has been committed to the
International Criminal Court from the
outset, based on our belief in the
importance of international criminal
justice, of which the court is a pillar,"

he said.
"The International Criminal Court
has delivered important judgments,
demonstrating that the perpetrators of
grave crimes, including sexual and
gender-based crimes, will face justice.
"Earlier this year, the court convicted
Dominic Ongwen and confirmed the
conviction of Bosco Ntaganda of
crimes against humanity and war
crimes, committed in Northern
Uganda and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo respectively," he
added.The UN chief underscored that
the International Criminal Court is just
one element of the international justice
system, which encompasses other
courts, tribunals and non-judicial
mechanisms, adding that the
International Residual Mechanism for
Criminal Tribunals and the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon have both
accomplished important milestones in
the past year.The UN is also deeply
involved in assisting member states to
better address impunity at the national
level.

between now and the end of
the year." As of Saturday,
about 10 million Covid-19
vaccine doses had been
administered in Australia.
"At our current pace of
roughly 956,674 doses a
week, we can expect to reach
the 40 million doses needed
to fully vaccinate Australia's
adult population in late
February 2022," according to

the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.The RFDS, a
non-profit organisation,
received A$38.8 million in
funding from the federal government to join the vaccine
rollout.It has been tasked
with delivering doses to
remote medical centres,
deploying support staff and
supplying health care staff to
administer jabs.
"The remoteness of some
communities has been both
their protection but also their
risk because we know that
those communities are often
protected by distance but at
the same time they experience poorer health by distance," Quinlan said.
"We know if Covid was to
get into communities the
impact would be
devastating."

S Africa to prioritise prosecution
of suspects for violence
Johannesburg|Agencies

S

outh African Minister of
Justice and Correctional
Services Ronald Lamola
unveiled directions to fast
track trials of those who
were involved in the looting
and public violence since
July 7.
The directions demand
that cases of public violence,
public disorder and massive
looting which took place
recently be expedited,
reports Xinhua news agency.
"These directions will
enable our courts and the
justice system to respond
effectively and appropriately
to deal with cases flowing
from the recent unrest and
public violence. We are
ensuring that nothing disrupts the processing of these
matters and that the public
can have trust and confidence in our criminal justice
system," Lamola said on
Saturday.
"The directions provide
for, among other things, the

postponement of cases
through audiovisual links
and the compilation of a priority roll at each court which
will enable the courts to prioritise the hearing of priority
cases which include genderbased violence and sexual
offences, corruption cases,
cases involving children and
contravention of Covid-19
regulations."Lamola said, if
necessary, additional dedicated staff including from a
pool of experienced retired
magistrates and prosecutors
will be called upon in order
to fast-track these cases
where hundreds of arrests
have already been effected.
More than 2,500 people have
been arrested in connection
with the violent protests in
the country in the past week
over former president Jacob
Zuma's imprisonment. The
death toll has increased to
212. In the wake of the violence, the number of South
African National Defence
Force (SANDF) deployed has
increased to 25,000.
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'TITANE' WINS PRESTIGIOUS
PALME D'OR AWARD AT CANNES
Cannes | Agencies

he prestigious Cannes Film Festival culminated here on Saturday. The highlight of the
event was French director Julia Ducournau's
film "Titane" winning the most prestigious award of
the festival - Palme d'Or.
The French and
Belgian co-production tells the tale of a
young female killer
who indulges in sexual activity with
cars after sur-

T

viving a traumatic car crash in her childhood.
The award was presented to her by American
filmmaker Spike Lee, who made quite a stir by giving away the winner prematurely at the beginning
of the ceremony. He later apologised for the slip up.
The second-most prestigious award of the festival, the Grand Prix, was a tie
between Oscar-winning
Iranian director
Asghar Farhadi's
film "A Hero" and
"Compartment No
6" directed by
Juho

Kuosmanen, French film director and screenwriter.
Amongst the other winners were Leos Carax,
who won best Director award for his musical
"Annette".
Norwegian actress Renate Reinsve went home
with the Best Actress award for her work in the film
"The Worst Person In The World".
Actor Caleb Landry won the Best
Male Actor award for his role in
"Nitram".

I was sexualized in my teens
by Hollywood dudes:
Scarlett Johansson
Los Angeles | Agencies

carlett Johansson is one of
Hollywood's biggest stars, with a long
list of kick-ass characters under her
belt. But Avengers favourite Scarlett
Johansson has revealed that one of her
biggest battles when making her name
as a young star in Hollywood was trying
to avoid being "hypersexualised" by
male directors who cast her.
The 36-year-old Black Widow
actress said: "When I was working in
my early twenties, and even my late
teens, I felt that I got somehow typecast as hypersexualised, which I
guess at the time seemed OK to
everyone.
"It was another time. Even though it
wasn't part of my own narrative, it was
kind of crafted for me by probably a
bunch of dudes in the industry."
"The climate is so different now. There
are so many wonderful opportunities for
women of every age to play different
people," she added.
The two-time Oscar nominee, whose
roles also include a gang-fighting warrior and an assassin, told how she has
played so many superhero roles in films
that her six-year-old daughter now
thinks she is one.
Born and raised in New York, Scarlett
made her film debut in 1994 fantasy
comedy movie North before starring in
The Horse Whisperer with Robert
Redford four years later.
But her breakthrough role came in
2003 in Sofia Coppola's Oscar-nominated Lost In Translation alongside
Bill Murray. The following year she
bared all in A Love Song For Bobby
Long, alongside John Travolta.

S

OLIVIA
CULPO IS
VACATION-READY ON HER
MEXICAN GETAWAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

link-182 star Mark
Hoppus gave his
fans an update of
his harrowing cancer
battle including that he
has stage 4 lymphoma. The
singer and bassist, 49,
opened up with fans during a live Twitch
stream to let them know how his

B

Los Angeles | Agencies

livia Culpo has been putting her amazingly toned curves on display during
her visit to Tulum, Mexico in recent days. And on Saturday, after catching a flight to Cancun, the model teased her 4.9million followers by
posting a series of sexy snaps to her Instagram. 'Let's goooo on an adventure,' Culpo wrote in the caption along with green, red, blue, and gold
emojis, which matched the colors of her skimpy tube top. For the
first photo, the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue
model posed face forward and flashed a subtle
sexy smile as she held onto a big straw hat. Her
dark brown tresses were styled with a healthy
dose of volume and natural curls, along with a
part on the slight left. Culpo took a step back
and looked up into the sky for another
image that was taken while she stood
alongside a bicycle. In the final snap
of her Instagram slideshow, Olivia
leaned forward against her bike and
gazed into the sky with an infectious
smile on her face.
"Thank you to my @bulgari family
for my stay here in beautiful Tulum! I
had the most special time," she
wrote in her farewell post before
heading from Tulum to
Cancun.

O

Show Stunners
Cannes | Agencies
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haron Stone stuns in a white gown
as she joins Rosamund Pike and
Gemma Chan for the event's
star-studded closing night premiere of
OSS 117: From Africa With Love
at the Cannes Film Festival.
Sharon Stone, 63, oozed
elegance as she graced the
red carpet in a
stunning
ivory gown
that had a silver sleeveless corset
and chic white satin train. Her
ensemble fit snugly on her slender
frame and featured a daring thigh
split so that she could also put on
a leggy display while out at the
event.
Rosamund looked sensational
in a red gown that featured flared
tulle detailing on the torso and
also had a chiffon skirt that fell elegantly to the floor.
The Gone Girl stars's backless
ensemble also featured semisheer panels to either side of
her torso to show off a
glimpse of her cleavage as
she posed for snaps.
Crazy Rich Asians star
Gemma, 38, looked sensational as she stepped out
in her glittering gold
ensemble which featured
an intricate floral design.
Her ensemble also
featured a thigh split to
show off her slender
legs as she strolled
along the red carpet
and posed
for photos.
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treatment was going and to
reveal his shock diagnosis.
He shared new details
about his cancer diagnosis
during a recent Twitch live
stream, which was recapped by
Page Six.
"My classification is diffuse large B-cell lymphoma Stage 4-A, which means, as I understand it,
it's entered four different parts of my body,"
Hoppus explained in the video, which was captured
by a fan account and not dated specifically.
"I don't know how exactly they determine the four-part of it,' he continued, 'but it's entered enough parts of my body that I'm Stage 4, which I think
is the highest that it goes. So, I'm Stage 4-A." Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma
(shortened as DLBCL) is a cancer that starts in white blood cells called lymphocytes and is the most common type of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
The Always singer said he was scheduled to see the doctor the next day
to see if chemotherapy was making any impact.
"Ideally, I go in tomorrow and they say, "Congratulations, your
chemotherapy has worked and you're all done and you'll never have to
think about this cancer again for the rest of your life," Hoppus said.

Sarah Jessica Parker
back on the set of 'Sex
and the City reboot'

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

essica Parker looked
stunning as she hailed
a cab in Manhattan on
the set of the Sex and the
City reboot. The 56-yearold actress was spotted

J

shooting scenes for the
hotly anticipated HBO
Max series titled, Just
Like That.
The Carrie Bradshaw
star was joined by her
returning costars Kristin
Davis and Cynthia Nixon
for a night shoot.
In one of the pictures, she
is seen with her arm raised,
as though she is hailing a
taxi. In another snap she is
seen with Cynthia and
Kristin, as they act out a
scene.
Earlier this week, a
leaked script was doing
the rounds which
revealed the fate of
Carrie's relationship
with her husband
Mr Big.
Page Six
revealed the
juicy details,
in which the
couple has
split and are
"in the midst
of a bitter divorce." Fans of the
show rooted for the fictional
couple through their many ups
and downs in the series' six-year
run.
In the reboot , Carrie is now in
her 50s, a podcast host, and
appears to be at odds with her
husband over their finances.

Stella Maxwell
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DHAWAN HELPS INDIA BEAT Olympic Games: First batch of
SRI LANKA BY SEVEN WICKETS athletes from India reaches Tokyo

1st
ODI

Tokyo |Agencies

T

he first batch of athletes
from India landed in
Tokyo on Sunday. The
88-member contingent was
given a warm send-off by
Union Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
in New Delhi on Saturday.
The archery team, comprising Deepika Kumari,
Atanu Das, Pravin Jadhav
and Tarundeep Rai, was
given a warm welcome by
the host town of Kurobe in
Japan.
The table tennis team,
comprising Sharath Kamal,
G Sathiyan, Manika Batra
and Sutirtha Mukherjee, was
seen at the Haneda airport
alongside the swimming
team of Sajan Prakash,
Srihari Nataraj and Maana
Patel.The badminton team of
PV Sindhu, B Sai Praneeth,
Chirag Shetty and

Brief scores

Colombo |Agencies

Sri Lanka 262/9 in 50 overs
(Avishka Fernando 32,
Charith Asalanka 38, Dasun
Shanaka 39, Chamika
Karunaratne 43 not out;
Deepak Chahar 2/37,
Yuzvendra Chahal 2/52,
Kuldeep Yadav 2/48).
India 263/3 in 36.4 overs
(Prithvi Shaw 43, Shikhar
Dhawan 86 not out, Ishan
Kishan 59, Suryakumar Yadav
31 not out; Dhananjaya de
Silva 2/49).

A

good bowling and batting display helped
Shikhar Dhawan's India
thrash hosts Sri Lanka by
seven wickets in the first
ODI of the three-match series here
on Sunday.The team coached by
Rahul Dravid was called a "secondstring side" by Sri Lanka's World
Cup-winning captain Arjuna
Ranatunga before the start of the
tour. And though the hosts were
forced to put up a 'second' squad
after some key players had to be left
out due to disciplinary reason and
injuries, the Indians were clinical in
executing their plans and won the
match without breaking a sweat.
Chasing a target of 263 set by Sri
Lanka, who chose to bat first on
winning the toss, India skipper
Dhawan led from the front with an
unbeaten 86 off 95 deliveries while
Ishan Krishan blasted 59 off 42 balls
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to keep the Indians in control.
India reached 263 for three wickets with 80 balls to spare.
Dhawan and fellow opener
Prithvi Shaw had set the ball rolling
by raising 58 runs for the opening
stand before Shaw was caught by
Avishka Fernando off Dhananjaya

de Silva (2/49). Dhawan continued
to keep vigil at the other end as
Ishan Kishan went about scoring
runs and India were in cruise
mode.
Earlier, India restricted the Sri
Lankans to a modest 262 for nine in
their allotted 50 overs thanks to

WORLD CHAMP GITIKA MAKES PERFECT
START AT YOUTH NAT'L BOXING

Team Absolute|New Delhi

R

eigning world champion Gitika dished
out a solid performance in the opening
round of the women's 48kg at the Youth
National Boxing Championships, dominating
her opponent Payal Zala from Gujarat as the
referee stopped the contest in the first round
on Sunday.The tournament, being organised
at Delhi Public School, Sonipat, marked the
return of domestic boxing action after more
than a year's gap due to Covid-19 pandemic.
Gitika was amongst the seven Indian
women boxers who clinched gold and scripted history at the Youth World Championships
in Poland earlier this year.
The on-going championships is being
played with AIBA's newly-introduced weight
divisions-- 13 categories in men's event and
12 in the women's section.
Another highlight from the 32 bouts played
on the opening day in women's categories,
was Maharashtra's Mrunal Jadhav who
blanked Rajasthan's Anju 5-0 in the women's
57kg to make her way into the last-8 stage.
Manipur's Tingmila, who had made the
headlines after winning gold in Silesion

some good work by bowlers
Deepak Chahar (2/37), Yuzvendra
Chahal (2/52), Kuldeep Yadav 2/48.
Chamika Karunaratne was
thetop scorer for Sri Lanka with an
unbeaten 43. A lot of players got
into double figures but could not
post a big score.

Ind vs SL:

Sanju Samson ruled out of first
ODI due to sprained ligament
Colombo |Agencies
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Boxing Championship in Poland in 2018, also
progressed into the 48kg second round with a
3-2 victory against Karnatak's Lachenbee
Thongram.In the men's section, 60 bouts
were played on the opening day.The fourth
edition of Youth Men's & Women's National
Championships will go on till July 23, while
the third edition of the Junior Boys' National
Championships and the fourth edition of
Junior Girls' National Championships are
scheduled from July 26 to 31. The tournament
will serve as the selection tournament for the
2021 ASBC Youth & Junior Boxing
Championships, slated to take place in Dubai
from August 17-31.

ndia's middle-order batsman Sanju
Samson was on Sunday ruled out of the
opening One-day International against Sri
Lanka at the R. Premadasa Stadium due to a
sprained ligament in his knee.The Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) said in a
statement on Sunday that, "Sanju Samson
sprained a ligament in his knee and hence
was not available for selection for this game.
The medical team is tracking his progress at
the moment." The Indian cricket board did
not elaborate whether Samson would play in
the second ODI on July 20 at the same venue
or not.Meanwhile, Ishan Kishan and
Suryakumar Yadav made their ODI debuts,
with the former becoming only the second
Indian and 16th overall to make his ODI
debut on his birthday. Gursharan Singh was
the first Indian to do so, vs Australia in
Hamilton in 1990, according to
cricinfo.com.Sri Lanka won the toss and
opted to bat. Skipper Dasun Shanaka said
after the toss that the ideal history of batting

first at the venue prompted him to take the
call.Players in Team: Sri Lanka XI: Avishka
Fernando, Minod Bhanuka(wicket-keeper),
Bhanuka Rajapaksa, Dhananjaya de Silva,
Charith Asalanka, Dasun
Shanaka(captain),
Wanindu Hasaranga,
Chamika Karunaratne,
Isuru Udana,
Dushmantha Chameera
and Lakshan
Sandakan.India XI:
Shikhar Dhawan(captain), Prithvi Shaw,
Ishan

Kishan(wicket-keeper), Manish Pandey,
Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya, Krunal
Pandya, Deepak Chahar, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
Yadav.

Assisi, Italy.
Some of the Indian athletes in events such as
weightlifting, shooting, rowing and sailing had reached
Tokyo a couple of days back
from their training bases
across the world.
A total of 127 Indian athletes have qualified for the
Olympics, surpassing the 117
qualifications for the Rio
Olympics in 2016.

PAK TEST PLAYERS TO LEAVE
FOR WEST INDIES ON JULY 26
Karachi: The West Indies-bound
Pakistan Test players will depart for
Barbados on July 26, according to the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB).The 11
players that will join the remaining
Test players in the West Indies finished their 10-day training and conditioning camp at the National Stadium Karachi on
Saturday.The Pakistan limited-overs side is currently in the
middle of a white-ball series in England. The squad will
depart from Barbados after playing the final T20I at
Manchester on July 20 and will be joined there by the Test
cricketers.Following the completion of the five-match T20I
series against the West Indies on August 3, Pakistan will take
on the hosts in a Two-Test series beginning at the Sabina
Park in Kingston, Jamaica on August 12. The second Test will
also be played at the same venue from August 20.
The players will now enter a bio-secure bubble in a
Lahore hotel on July 22 before departing for Barbados.
Before entering the bio-secure bubble, the players will
undergo Covid-19 tests at their respective home towns on
July 19, the PCB said.The players will have another round of
Covid-19 testing on their arrival in the team hotel in Lahore
on July 22. The final round of testing will be conducted on
July 24 before the players' departure in the wee hours of July
26 to Barbados en-route London. The 11 players are: Abid
Ali, Azhar Ali, Fawad Alam, Imran Butt, Mohammad Abbas,
Naseem Shah, Nauman Ali, Sajid Khan, Shahnawaz Dahani,
Yasir Shah and Zahid Mahmood.

Olympics: German football team leaves
ground after player racially abused

ICC inducts Mongolia, Tajikistan & Switzerland as new members
Dubai |Agencies

Tokyo |Agencies

T

he International Cricket Council (ICC) on
Sunday inducted its newest member countries -- Mongolia, Tajikistan and Switzerland - at its 78th Annual General Meeting.
The meeting, which was conducted virtually,
welcomed Mongolia and Tajikistan as the 22nd and
23rd members of the Asia region, while Switzerland
is Europe's 35th member, with the ICC now comprising 106 members in total, including 94 associates. The Mongolian Cricket Association (MCA)
which was established in 2007 became the official
national administrator of the sport in 2018. There is
a growing junior cricket structure in place primarily
through school cricket with a coaching programme
ongoing in 16 schools -- and the sport was officially
accepted into the National Youth Games in 2019.
Women's cricket is a priority for Mongolia with
females accounting for 39 per cent of all participants playing school cricket. In addition, Mongolia
is due to host the International Youth Green Games
in September 2021 where cricket has been selected
as one of the participating sports.
President of Mongolia Cricket Association,
Battulga Gombo said: "Joining the ICC is fundamental in the establishment of a coherent structure
for cricket in Mongolia. I am happy to see this

I

noble game helping the young people here, contributing valuable experiences and giving them
skills and ethics that they can take into other areas
of their lives."
Cricket was first played in Switzerland in 1817
and Cricket Switzerland (CS) was inaugurated as an
association in 2014. Over the past seven years, CS
has led the unification of the sport following the
expulsion of the Swiss Cricket Association in 2012.
The new federation currently comprises 33 active
clubs, organises three domestic men's competitions and competes regularly in Central European

IVANISEVIC, MARTINEZ INDUCTED
IN TENNIS HALL OF FAME

F

Goran Ivanisevic, and I am absolutely thrilled
to induct someone into the Hall of Fame who
is arguably crazier on the court than I was,"
McEnroe said."But here's the truth: He's been
great for the sport of tennis, certainly has personality. Yes he's a character, yes he had serious game. He's lefty, I like that. He's super-talented."The others who were inducted on
Saturday included 1994 Wimbledon singles
champion Conchita Martinez of Spain and
South African-born American tennis administrator Dennis Van Der Meer, who passed away
in 2019.

tournaments and has an active juniors programme.
In addition, Zambia, having had their membership suspended at the ICC AGM in 2019, are no
longer a member of the ICC due to continued noncompliance with ICC Membership Criteria
2.2(a)(i), 2.2(b)(i) and 2.2(b)(ii).
Russia have been suspended due to continued
non-compliance with ICC Membership Criteria
2.2(a)(i), 2.2(b)(i) and 2.2(b)(ii) and have until the
time of the next AGM to demonstrate compliance
or risk having its membership of ICC terminated
with immediate effect.

n a first major controversy to break out
before the Tokyo Olympics have begun, a
German football team player was allegedly
racially abused during a warmup games
against Honduras, and the country's Olympic
coach, Stefan Kuntz, asked his team to leave
the ground with five minutes remaining in the
match.Both teams were tied 1-1 at the time of
the incident, which the Honduras team said
was due to a misunderstanding.
The German Football Association (DFB)
tweeted after the incident on Saturday
evening that, "The game has ended 5 minutes
early with the score at 1-1. The Germany players left the pitch after Jordan Torunarigha was
racially abused."Responding to DFB's statement, Germay's Olympic coach Stefan Kuntz
tweeted, "When one of our players is racially
abused, playing on is not an option."
The game was being played behind closed
doors in Wakayama. "It was hard to get him
(Torunarigha) in; he was terribly upset
because he said he was repeatedly racially
abused. For us it's clear, this violates our values, we cannot tolerate it. We'll take our play-

er completely under our protection. After the
situation calmed down a bit, the whole
Honduras team came over to us on the bench
and apologised. That was the end of the matter for us," Kuntz was quoted as saying by The
Guardian.Germany captain, Maximilian
Arnold, said walking out was the right decision."We made a correct statement; we made
the right decisions and acted correctly. It was
also Jordan's wish. He said that we should
leave it at that."Germany start their Olympic
campaign against Brazil on July 22, while the
other teams in Group D are Saudi Arabia and
the Ivory Coast.Honduras are in Group B,
alongside New Zealand, South Korea and
Romania.

Olympic countdown

NO CONTENDERS IN SIGHT FOR LIGHTNING BOLT'S RECORD
T

London|Agencies

ormer Wimbledon champion Goran
Ivanisevic became the first Croatian to
earn an induction in the tennis Hall of
Fame during virtual ceremony on Saturday
evening. The former world No. 2, who is
among the current world No. 1 Novak
Djokovic's coaching staff, had won the
Wimbledon singles title in 2001, besides lifting 22 tour-level trophies."We are a small
country with a huge heart. We never stop
believing. I had a lot of ups and downs, and I
never stopped believing," Ivanisevic told
atptennis.com after being inducted.Ivanisevic
remains the only wild card to win the
Wimbledon."I would like to thank the
Wimbledon committee for giving me a wild
card. I don't know if they did a good job or
not, or if they now regret it. But thank you
guys, because if you didn't give me a wild
card, I wouldn't be standing here. I think it
was a good decision."Former world No. 1
John McEnroe of the United States, who
inspired Ivanisevic to start tennis, said, "I love

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
posed for photographs with
thumbs up signs after completing their formalities at
the airport.
The boxing team, featuring Amit Panghal, Manish
Kaushik, Vikas Krishan,
Ashish Kumar, Satish Kumar,
MC Mary Kom, Simranjit
Kaur, Lovlina Borgohain and
Pooja Rani, arrived in Tokyo
from their training base in

hat "Lightning Bolt" gesture will not be on
show at the Tokyo Olympics after mesmerising the world for three successive Games
and leaving a legacy which won't be forgotten -- at
least till the world record is not broken.
Bolt fed on the energy of the spectators, who
filled the stadia around the world to watch the
gesture that had its origin in a Jamaican dancehall
move popular in mid-2000s, to blaze a trail of success on the track. It resulted in him resetting the
world record thrice in the span of less than 15
months between 2008 and 2009.
One of those records came at the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games where he stamped Jamaica's
authority, eclipsing his then timing of 9:72 seconds by clocking 9:69. But exactly a year later, at
the 2009 IAAF World Championships in Berlin's
Olympic Stadium on August 16, Bolt set the current 100m world record, clocking a mind-blowing
9.58 seconds.It's been 12 years since the world
epitomised the moment. And, it likely the day will
continue to be remembered for a few more
decades, given that no sprinter competing at the
Tokyo Olympics looks threatening enough to
upend Bolt's record.

While it would be safe to say that Bolt's record
will weather the Tokyo test, the retired sprinter
would be unhappy if anyone else other than a
Jamaican wins the gold at the Olympics. With Bolt
dominating the event for nearly a decade, it would
be one big jolt for him to see someone else staking
claim to the legacy.
If it was
countryman
Asafa
Powell
who

passed on the 100m legacy to Bolt, a successor to
Bolt from his native country is nowhere in sight.
Yohan Blake's best of 9:95 seconds this season
is not among the top-10 timings in the world,

while Tyquendo Tracey's best in competition this
season has been 10:00 sec. The third member of
the 100m Jamaican squad, Oblique Sevill, has a
best of 10:04 this season.Recently, during an
Instagram Live with @Olympics, Bolt had predicted that the 100m Olympics final would be fast but
not at a world record pace.Asked if he thought his
famous world record would remain intact during
the Tokyo Olympics, Bolt said, "I'm very confident.
I'm not saying it's not going to happen. But I don't
think the crop I'm watching; I don't think they're
there at a level (to run times of) 9.58s or 19.19s
(200m). So, we'll see what happens."
Part of Bolt's confidence stems from the fact
that the Olympics will be held without spectators,
the lifeblood of athletes on a mission to set
records on the grandest sporting stage. Besides,
none of the current lot has come anywhere close
to his record so far this season.
The best a sprinter has clocked this season is
9:77 seconds, by American 26-year-old Trayvon
Bromell in June this year. With Bromell showing a
marked improvement in his timing since 2020
when his best was a 9:90, the American is being
touted as the next Olympic champion.
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Ice Cream Day: Telly stars reveal what they crave for

Bhumi Pednekar's
birthday wish

"Our generation
should start
restoring
the planet"

of this bustling market is Babulal
Agarwal's ice cream parlour that has the
best kulfi ice cream in a glass. Since I have
not visited Indore for a long time, I make
do with kesar pista," says Shubhangi.
Actor Yogesh Tripathi prefers a combination of ice cream and gulab jamun. "I
like Indian sweets, from gulab jamun to
ras malai. Wengers, a renowned hub for
youngsters in Kanpur, introduced a delectable combination of vanilla ice cream
and gulab jamun. It was a jugalbandi of
hot and cold that I loved. To date, my
mouth waters just by the thought of the
flavours blending in. It is a must try when
in Kanpur," he shares.
Tanvi Dogra who stays in Mumbai can
stand in queue to gorge on the ice cream
sandwich, which is her favourite. She says:
"I can often be found in South Mumbai at
Rustom's to get my favourite paan ice
cream sandwich, which is a delightful
treat and more than a flavour, it is their
history and ambience that makes the
experience better. It is located right by
Marine Drive, which makes it a tourist
spot, too."
So, enjoy Ice Cream Day with your
favourite flavour, the stars sure are!

Team Absolute|Mumbai

s the summer season starts, we
crave for our favourite flavour of ice
cream. This is the best day to go for
it, for July 18 is officially Ice Cream Day.
It was officially started in 1984 by then
US President Ronald Reagan but now
has become famous all over the world.
More than two and a half decades
later, Indian TV stars revealed what the
day means to them.
"I was always a fan of chocolate
flavoured ice creams as it always makes
me smile, even on the worst days," says
Akansha Sharma of "Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai" on &TV.
She adds on about a special ice cream
corner in Lucknow: "When I came to
Lucknow, I was introduced to Gazal's Cool
Corner, one of the oldest shops. Their
mango ice cream is widely popular as they
source the fresh fruit from nearby mango
farms, making it a locally produced ice
cream. Bits of juicy mango are infused in
the ice cream making it one of my preferred choices."
Shubhangi Atre is fond of Kesar Pista
but she still remembers the Kulfi from
Indore that she tried long back.
"Indore's Sarafa Bazaar is famous for
its dual speciality of being gold souk
during the day and a street haul for
food at night. Right in the epicentre

A
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ctress Bhumi
Pednekar, who
turned 32 on Sunday,
says her birthday wish would
definitely be that the present
generation should start restoring the
planet. "I think my wish definitely
would be that our generation
should be the generation that
starts restoring the planet
because that is most important. I truly wish that we
address the dangers that
we are challenged with
and take steps to rectify it
and that can only happen if we all change the
way our perspective
towards our planet
is," Bhumi said.
The actress said
her wish is that she
continues doing
good work and
breaking boundaries. "We have to realise
that everything is limited
and one day if we don't stop, we
will be done and over. For my
career, my wish is that I continue
doing good work and I continue
breaking boundaries. The loyal fan
base that I have created over the
years I want to make sure that I
don't disappoint them," she
added.

A

Payal Kapadia wins Best
Documentary Award in
Cannes
Team Absolute|Cannes

umbai-based filmmaker Payal
Kapadia has bagged the Oeil
d'or (Golden Eye) award for
Best Documentary for her film "A Night
of Knowing Nothing" at Cannes Film
Festival. "A Night of Knowing Nothing"
has emerged the winner in a list of 28
documentaries submitted from around the
world.The announcement was made through the
Twitter account of Cannes Independent movie
selection handle Quinzaine Des Real on
Saturday.The tweet read: "The Oeil d'Or,
the award for best documentary presented at the Cannes Film Festival all sections combined, goes to A NIGHT OF
KNOWING NOTHING by Payal
Kapadia, a film selected at the
Directors' Fortnight. Our warmest
congratulations to Payal
Kapadia and the entire film
crew!"The five-member
jury was headed by
American documentary producer Ezra Edelman. Other names in
Team Absolute|Mumbai
the jury were French filmmaker Julie Bertuccelli, French actor
Deborah Francois, Franco-American film critic Iris Brey and
arishma Sharma features alongside Gurmeet
Orwa Nyrabia, artistic director of the International Documentary
Choudhary in the music video of
Film Festival (IDFA) Amsterdam.
Jubin Nautiyal's new track
"A Night of Knowing Nothing" is a story of a college student
"Barsaat ki dhun".
who writes letters to lover when he is away.
The song, slated to release on July
20, has music by Rochak Kohli and
lyrics by Rashmi Virag while the video is
directed by Ashish Panda.
The soulful song tries weaving the essence
of monsoon in its visuals. Karishma, who is seen
wearing a chiffon sari in the video, says the track
reminds her of the golden era of Bollywood.
"This song has many emotions and for me it is like a
dream. Usually, it takes two days to shoot such a music video
but it took almost three to four days to complete this song,"says
Karishma.
"There is something classic, romantic and timeless
about monsoon songs. I just can't wait for the
launch," she adds.
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ctor Arjun Rampal took to
social media on Saturday to
share that he feels a sudden
emptiness after wrapping up the
shoot of the upcoming film
"Dhaakad". "It's a wrap for me on
#Dhaakad the feeling of sudden emptiness sinks in, as it does when you finish
something that has been so close to
you. The team, the crew, the memories
I take are special. Sorry had to crop pic
with @kanganaranaut from set as her
look and mine can't really be revealed
yet, it was wonderful working with you.
Agni is gonna set the screen on
@razylivingtheblues thank you again,"
Arjun wrote in an Instagram post.
Thanking the other crew members, he
added: "@smaklai ty sire. @tetsuonagata
love u. @dokkaebi530 @msjoeykim the
whole Korean team for the fantastic action. The calmness
and care. @sohamrockstrent @deepakmukut @krulz59 for
taking such great care of me and my family. The whole team
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'BARSAAT KI
DHUN' AIMS TO
CREATE MONSOON MOOD:
KARISHMA SHARMA

K

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY
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Arjun Rampal fee up Dhaakad
after wrapping
in Budapest, my personal team, the crew from India.
@writish1 for the words. The hospitality at Marriott. Till we
meet next have an awesome remaining shoot. Love, luck and
thank you again. #wrapped #dhaakad #budapest." The film
starring Kangana Ranaut in the lead, features Arjun as the
antagonist. The Razneesh Ghai directorial also features
acclaimed Bengali actor Saswata Chatterjee, who
became popular as Bob Biswas in "Kahaani".
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actor Vicky
Kaushal took to social
media on Sunday to
flaunt a hidden talent of his.
The actor, who enjoys painting as a hobby, shared a photograph of his latest creation, a painting of
Lord Ganesha. Vicky
posted a photo on
Instagram
where
he can
be seen
posing
for the camera holding
his painting
with both
hands. The

B

Shilpa Rao shares
experience of working
with AR Rahman
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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l
Ganesha is painted
Kausha
in a shade of bright
s
signal red with
share
acrylic colour over a
f
o
dark blue-green
g
n
i
background. Even
paint
though
h
es write in hisVickypostdidthatnot
n
a
G
d
r
Lo
he has made the paint-

ing himself but he hinted
at the same by using emojis
of an artist holding a paintbrush
and a colour palette. Meanwhile, the grapevine is abuzz
with speculations whether Vicky Kaushal is secretly planning to tie the knot with his rumoured girlfriend Katrina
Kaif. However, the rumoured lovebirds have not yet
opened up on their relationship status to the media. On
the work front, Vicky will feature in upcoming films like
Shashank Khaitan's "Mr Lele", Shoojit Sircar's "Sardar
Udham Singh", Karan Johar's "Takht", Meghna Gulzar's
"Sam Bahadur" and Aditya Dhar's directorial "The
Immortal Ashwatthama".

inger Shilpa Rao has opened up on recording the song
"Phuljhadiyon" for composer AR Rahman in the upcoming Kriti
Sanon-starrer film "Mimi". Shilpa had earlier
collaborated with Rahman for the song "Ishq
shava" from the 2012 film "Jab Tak Hai Jaan".
"It is always an immense pleasure to collaborate with AR Rahman sir. I had first met
him for a shoot and we spoke about ghazals and eventually did our first song 'Ishq
shava' together. That's when AR Rahman
sir said that hearing my voice transported
him to Egypt! That was a huge compliment
for me and the next day I got a call for
recording our latest released song,
'Phuljhadiyon'."
"It was fun recoding at his studio and
we recorded multiple fun takes
because this is a very bright kind of a
song. As a woman, you connect with
the song as it talks about what a
women goes through on this journey
of becoming a mom. I would like to
dedicate this song to all the women
out there," the singer added.
"Mimi", which also features Pankaj
Tripathi and Sai Tamhankar, is
slated to release digitally on July 30.
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Jasmin Bhasin
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