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As India rolls out 5G with
showcasing some early
use cases with telcos set-
ting some aggressive
deadlines, millions of

smartphone users will only enjoy the
super-fast Internet in 2024 amid
infrastructure limitations, limited use
cases and low 5G handset penetra-
tion, industry experts said on
Monday.

India is home to more than 500
million smartphone users and over
100 million users with 5G-ready
smartphones wish to upgrade to a
5G subscription in 2023, according to
a latest Ericsson report.

However, there are multiple chal-
lenges ahead for telecom service
providers to meet the tough roll-out
deadlines."In theory, there are use
cases out there which really warrant
and demand 5G: enterprise solu-
tions, private networks, IoT, logistics.
But it could take a year or more for
those applications to really take off,"
Prasanto K. Roy, a leading technolo-
gy and public policy expert, said.

Telcos will focus on converting
existing higher-ARPU (average rev-
enue per user) individual customers
to 5G, which really limits how much

more they can charge for 5G espe-
cially in a competitive space.

"I don't see 5G really bumping up
ARPU overall in any significant way -
- at least not in 2023," Roy said.

In the top four metros, consumers
should be able to experience 5G in
early October (according to Airtel) to
late October (according to Reliance
Jio), with Airtel planning to take 5G
to eight cities this month.

There are no 5G rolls out plans
from Vodafone-Idea yet.

"However, with tariffs still unclear,

I do not know if current 4G cus-
tomers will all be able to sample a
limited trial, or will have to upgrade
right away. Although Airtel (and pos-
sibly Jio) expects a revenue increase
(from its current ARPU of Rs 183), I
do not expect most customers to
shell out much more for 5G," Roy
noted.

The Ericsson study, however,
claimed that the Indian smartphone
users are willing to pay a 45 per cent
premium for a plan bundled with
novel experiences, which could be a

delight for Internet service providers
ready with 5G.

According to Neil Shah, Vice
President of Research at
Counterpoint, in terms of population
coverage, for all operators, India
should reach the current blanket 4G
coverage by the end of 2024 , way
sooner than the 4G or 3G era.

"Jio is in a driver's seat with
respect to its peers to likely achieve a
pan India 5G network rollout over
the next 15 months with no 2G, 3G
and 4G baggage," Shah said.

Not only consumers but also
enterprises and the public sector will
be able to benefit from 5G over the
period of next two years.

"Airtel, on the other hand, also has
been building a highly upgradeable
network to easily reuse the same
towers for both 4G and 5G. Most of
its key circles should be able to expe-
rience 5G by mid-2024," Shah noted.

"With 5G being officially available
now, we are looking forward to
exploring the numerous opportuni-
ties it provides to us and will be
directing our efforts into making this
technology even more accessible to
users," said Madhav Sheth, CEO
realme India, VP, realme and
President, realme International
Business Group.

AAP government
in Punjab wins
vote of confidence

Chandigarh|Agencies

With the Congress and
the BJP abstaining,
the AAP government

in Punjab led by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
won the vote of confidence
with a thumping majority on
the final day of the Assembly
session.The lone Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) and BSP
MLAs were present in the
House but did not speak
against the motion.A total of
93 legislators voted in favour
of the confidence vote.

"I congratulate the people
of Punjab for naming the
Mohali airport as Shaheed
Bhagat Singh International
Airport. I will try to get
Halwara airport named after
Kartar Singh Sarabha," Mann
said.

Terming the
Congress and the
BJP as two faces of
the same coin,
Mann had earlier
said the confidence
motion was neces-
sitated as both the
parties have joined
hands to topple the
democratically-
elected govern-
ment in the state.

"The BJP is using anti-
defection law as a new tool to
form governments in the
state through the backdoor
and unfortunately despite of
being its worst victim, the
Congress is supporting it," he
said, while introducing the
confidence motion on the
first day of the Assembly ses-
sion on September 27.

The Chief Minister had
said the BJP has toppled the
elected governments in
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
others by luring MLAs.
However, he had said they
failed in their sinister moves
thrice in Delhi and now also
in Punjab, they were trying to
purchase the MLAs.

He said the BJP is chasing
a mirage of garnering power
in the state.

Millions of Indian smartphone
users have to wait till 2024 for 5G

Hong Kong/New Delhi|Agencies

Apple is rich and powerful so it can have a
try in India to manufacture more high-end
products but it can't find another China as

the firm will consume the energy of its develop-
ment gradually in attempting such a transfer,
Chinese state-run publication People's Daily has
said.In an opinion piece published in Global
Times, the publication said whether Apple's move
to India is a forced "political decision" or a for-
ward-looking "economic decision," there is no
doubt that it comes against the backdrop of
Washington's shift to a containment-based strate-
gy toward China.

"On the surface, this may seem bad for China,
but in the long run, it is a good thing for the coun-
try. It is not so much a test of smartphones made
in China as it is a test of the US' 'decoupling' poli-
cy," read the piece.

Apple's transfer will not necessarily be success-
ful, but failure is also possible.

"In 2013, when I first came to work in Brazil, I
heard that Foxconn was going to invest billions of

dollars in the state of Sao Paulo to build a manu-
facturing center, creating 100,000 jobs. Three
years later, when I left Brazil, the factory was on
the verge of closing down. Now, they say another
Brazil factory can assemble the 6.1-inch iPhone
13," wrote Ding Gang, a senior editor with
People's Daily, and a senior fellow with the
Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies.

In a fillip to India's thrust on local manufactur-
ing, Apple last month confirmed it has kicked off

the production of new iPhone 14 in India, a first
for the tech giant as it narrows down the manu-
facturing period of new iPhones in India, along
with China which is its key global manufacturing
hub.

The locally-assembled iPhone 14 will go on
sale in the country in the fourth quarter, as the
company bolsters its local manufacturing/assem-
bling plans by spending billions of dollars.

"The new iPhone 14 lineup introduces ground-
breaking new technologies and important safety
capabilities. We're excited to be manufacturing
iPhone 14 in India," Apple said in a statement.

The article said that Apple's move to India may
be successful, but the process must not be
smooth, "as it depends on how India can adjust
its labour policies, and whether India can
improve its labour ability in a short period of
time, and keep up with basic facilities, infrastruc-
ture as well as services".

In 2021, Apple sold 57.87 million units in China
with sales reaching 378.5 billion yuan ($53 bil-
lion). China has become Apple's most profitable
market in the world.

10-year-old boy held in UP

for raping 6-year-old girl

Badaun (UP)|Agencies

In a shocking incident, a ten-
year-old boy has been taken
into custody in Uttar

Pradesh's Badaun for allegedly
raping a six-year-old girl, police
said. The victim has been sent
to the District Women's
Hospital for medical treatment.

According to police reports,
the incident took place in a vil-
lage under the Ughaiti police
station area in the district.

The father of the victim said
that his daughter was playing
outside the house on Sunday
evening when a 10-year-old boy
living in the village reached
there and lured the girl and
took her with him to the cattle

shed.According to the family
members of the victim, the
accused raped the girl in the
animal shelter and fled from
there.

When the girl reached home
crying, seeing the condition of
her clothes, the family asked
the girl what had happened and
she narrated the sequence of
events. The family members
took her to the police station
and informed the police about
it.SP, Rural, Siddharth Verma
said that a case has been regis-
tered regarding the incident.

The accused is also a minor
and he has been taken into cus-
tody and interrogated. The
police will send the accused to
a juvenile home.

WOMAN LEAVING HUSBAND'S HOME BEFORE DIVORCE
FORFEITS RIGHT TO RESIDE THERE: BOMBAY HC

Team Absolute|Aurangabad

Awoman who leaves her
husband's home pending
divorce loses the right to

later seek 'right to residence' in
the same house even if her
plea against the divorce is
pending under the Protection
of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005, the
Bombay High Court's
Aurangabad Bench has ruled.
A bench of Justice
Sandipkumar C. More, while
upholding the woman's in-
laws' plea in the matter,
quashed the order of a lower
court permitting her full right
to residence along with use of
bath, toilet, electricity, etc in
their house.

Umakant H. Bondre and his
wife Shobha, both of Udgir,
Latur, had move the plea chal-
lenging the February 2018
order by Additional Sessions
Judge, Udgir Court, permitting
the right of residence to their
former daughter-in-law Sakshi
Bondre - who was granted
divorce from her husband,
Suraj Bondre.

The couple was married in
June 2015, but a year later, fol-
lowing disputes between them,

she left the home and went to
live with her parents.

Later, in November 2017, an
Udgir magistrate had granted
her an interim maintenance of
Rs 2,000 per month and addi-
tional Rs 1,500 per month to
enable her make alternative
accommodation arrange-
ments.

In their plea, the senior
Bondre couple had questioned
the lower court's orders partic-
ularly since the home stood in
the name of Umakant H.
Bondre (father-in-law) and
Sakshi Bondre's plea against
the divorce - granted in July
2018 - was pending before the
high court.

Justice More ruled that

under Sec. 17 of the DV Act,
the right to residence is
allowed only when the woman
continues to reside in the
shared (husband's) household
before their divorce.

Accordingly, Sakshi Bondre
could not take recourse to the
earlier residence order when
her marriage was dissolved by
a divorce decree passed by the
competent court, and especial-
ly when she had already left
her shared household four
years ago.

"Under the circumstances,
she is not even entitled for the
relief of restraining disposses-
sion since she is not in posses-
sion of the shared household,"
the judge noted.

NEXT REPO
RATE HIKE
EXPECTED TO
BE 35 BPS TO
6.25 PER CENT

Mumbai: The Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
of Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is expected to hike
the repo rate by another 35
basis points (bps) to 6.25
per cent in December 2022
and then hit the pause but-
ton, said Kotak in a report.

"We expect repo rate
hike of 35 bps in the
December policy to 6.25
per cent and then pause.
Through the next couple of
policies, the RBI will assess
(1) any further upward sur-
prise in rate hike trajectory
from the Federal Reserve,
(2) inflation trajectory
which is expected to revert
back to below 6 per cent,
(3) impact of past mone-
tary tightening on the
growth-inflation dynamics,
and (4) geopolitical risks,"
the report added.

The MPC had recently
hike the repo rate by 50 bps
to 5.90 per cent.

IAF aircraft scramble
after bomb threat in
Iranian passenger flight
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian securities authorities were on alert following a bomb threat on
board an Iranian passenger flight when it was approaching Delhi.
Sources said that IAF fighter aircraft were scrambled, which followed

the aircraft at a safe distance.Intimation was received of a bomb scare on
an airline bearing Iranian registration, when it was transiting through
Indian airspace."IAF fighter aircraft were scrambled, which followed the
aircraft at a safe distance. The aircraft was offered the option to land at
Jaipur and then, at Chandigarh. However, the pilot declared his unwill-

ingness to divert
to either of the
two airports,"
said a source.

Sources
claimed that
after a while,
intimation was
received from
Tehran to disre-
gard the bomb
scare, following

which, the aircraft continued its journey towards its final destination.
All actions were taken by IAF as per the laid down procedure, jointly

with Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). The aircraft was under close radar surveillance by the
Air Force throughout the Indian airspace, said a source.The Mahan Air
flight was in Indian airspace when the airline received the bomb
threat.As per a flight tracking website Flightradar, the plane was on its
way from Tehran in Iran to Guangzhou in China. The flight continued its
journey to China after clearance from the authorities.

A call regarding the bomb threat on the flight was received at around
9:20 a.m. on Monday and the nature of the threat was still unclear.
Sources said that following the call of bomb threat, the authorities at the
Delhi airport.

Apple can have a try in India but it can't
find another China: People's Daily

SOLDIER
FOUND DEAD
IN J&K'S
BARAMULLA

Srinagar: A soldier
was found dead on
Monday with a gunshot
wound in J&K's
Baramulla district.Police
sources said that an
army soldier, identified
as Rahul Bhagat, son of
Anand Bhagat of
Maharashtra, was found
dead in a pool of blood
with gunshot wound in
his chest inside a camp
in the Boniyar area of
Uri tehsil."The body has
been taken into custody
for autopsy after an FIR
was registered in the
incident," sources said,
adding that investiga-
tion was going on to find
out the details of the sol-
dier's death.

No justice yet for Lakhimpur
Kheri farmers, says Tikait

Lakhimpur Kheri|Agencies

Bhartiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader Rakesh
Tikait said that the fami-

lies of those who died in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence last
year are yet to get justice.

He said the nation will never
forget the violence that took
place in Tikunia village on this
day last year and claimed eight
lives, and despite assurances,
the government had not
ensured justice for the farmers.

On October 3 last year, farm-
ers were staging a protest in
Tikunia village against a visit of
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya when four of
them were crushed under the
wheels of a convoy of cars. In
the subsequent violence, four
others including two BJP work-
ers and a journalist were killed.

"It was a week of peace. The
violence that broke out

claimed the lives of eight peo-
ple. It was unfortunate," Tikait
said.The BKU leader blamed
the state government for the
delay in justice.

"The ruling dispensation
neither believes in the legal
system nor the Constitution
and misused its power," he
alleged.

Asked about the future
course of action, Tikait said:
"People can only raise their
voices and the rest is up to the
government."
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MAHISHASURA IDOL RESEMBLING
MAHATMA GANDHI MODIFIED IN KOLKATA

Team Absolute|Kolkata

The Akhil Bharatiya
Hindu Mahasabha
at Kasba in the
southern outskirts of
Kolkata, on Monday

modified the Mahatma
Gandhi-like idol of
Mahishasura in the face criti-
cism.

A section of the opposition
parties as well as the social
media created a major hue
and cry over the issue. The
police intervened and late on
Sunday evening, the organis-
ers finally brought in the said
changes. However, even that
change was not free of contro-
versies leaving the organisers
aggrieved. Chandrachur
Goswami, one of the Puja
organisers, alleged that the
changes were made forcefully
by the local police from Kasba Police sta-
tion. "It was the police who removed the
spectacles and attached a wig and
moustache on the idol. We received
threatening calls. The police threatened
us to close down our Puja and ultimate-
ly, we had to accept the changes. But our
protests will be on," he said.

A section of the Puja organisers
reportedly wished to remove the idol of
Mahisasura altogether as a mark of
protest. But ultimately, they decided to
continue with the changed look for the
sake of traditional rituals which are
incomplete without the demon's pres-

ence.
Meanwhile, a complaint has been

filed against Goswami at the local Kasba
Police Station. However, Goswami is not
disturbed by that and he said that he will
take up the matter legally.

Currently pursuing his Ph.D in envi-
ronmental science, Goswami also con-
tested as an independent candidate
against chief minister Mamata Banerjee
in the 2021 by-elections from
Bhabanipur Assembly constituency.
However, he secured the eighth position
in that poll securing just 81 votes, which
include four post- ballot votes.

Boy forced to perform worship without clothes;
K'taka Police file FIR after video goes viral

Koppal|Agencies

Karnataka Police
registered an FIR
against three per-

sons for forcing a 16-
year-old boy to perform
worship without clothes.
The accused allegedly
video graphed the act
and shared on social
media, making it
viral.The Koppal Rural
Police have registered
the case and are investi-
gating the matter which
had come to light lately.
According to police, the
three accused had con-
vinced the boy that if he
offers worship in naked
position to the God, his
father's debts would be
cleared.The accused told

the boy that he should
be doing the act, if his
father's debts have to be
cleared. They assured
him that his family

would get money imme-
diately after the worship
is performed in naked
state.Later they took the
boy to a lodge in the

Hubballi city, and made
him offer worship to the
God in naked state,
police said. The accused,
have been identified as
Sharanappa, Virupana
Gouda and Sharanappa
Talawara, filmed the
entire episode. Later,
they uploaded the
videos, which went viral
on social media. After
coming to know about
the videos being circu-
lated, the boy had
informed police about
what had happened to
him. Thereafter, the par-
ents lodged a case
against the accused per-
sons. The police have
taken up the investiga-
tion.

Bharat Jodo Yatra impact makes even RSS
talk on inflation, jobs: Congress

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Aday after an RSS leader said rising infla-
tion and unemployment are a matter of
concern, the Congress on Monday said

the impact of 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' being led by
party leader Rahul Gandhi is such that "even
RSS is now talking about these issues".

"Look at the impact of Bharat Jodo Yatra...
those who were involved in dividing the nation
are talking of inflation and unemployment,"
Congress General Secretary Jairam Ramesh
said.Also, former Karnataka Chief Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy (JD-S) said on social media on
Monday that the statement of Dattatreya
Hosabale, the General Secretary of RSS holds
mirror to the current condition in India. "Now,
there are big questions over claims of Achche
Din," he said.

"One does not require special expertise to say
who flourished, who lost everything in the last
many years of the BJP's rule in the country.
Hosabale himself has said that 20 crore people
are below poverty line and 4 crore youth are
unemployed. Then, who became rich?"
Kumaraswamy questioned.

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's 'Sarkaryavah'
Dattatreya Hosabale has expressed concerns
over the ever-increasing income inequality,
unemployment and poverty as "demon-like
challenges" which have to be ended.

ODISHA: 5-TIME MLA BIJAYA
RANJAN SINGH BARIHA NO MORE

Bhubaneswar: Veteran
tribal leader and five-time
MLA from Padampur seat in
Odisha's Bargarh district, Bijay
Ranjan Singh Bariha died here
on Sunday night, family
sources said on Monday. He
was 65. He was undergoing
treatment at a hospital in
Bhubaneswar for quite some time due to several ailments.
Bariha is survived by his wife Tilotama, daughters Barsha,
Kadambini, and son Bhojraj.He was elected to the state
assembly five times from Padampur seat -- twice on Janata
Dal ticket in 1990 and 1995, and three times on BJD ticket
in 2000, 2009 and 2019.He also served as SC, ST develop-
ment minister in Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik's cabinet
between 2009 and 2011.Bariha's mortal remains have been
taken to Odisha Assembly premises where leaders of all
political parties paid floral tributes to the departed soul.

His body is being taken to his ancestral house at
Padampur, where last rites will be conducted, a family
source said. Senior leaders from Odisha including
Governor Ganeshi Lal and Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
condoled his death.

Tension broke out at a tempo-
rary bookstall of CPI-M near a

popular Durga Puja Pandal at the
busy Rashbehari Avenue Crossing
in south Kolkata on Monday, as
CPI-M and Trinamool Congress
supporters were engaged in alter-
cations and protests over a poster
at the book stall.

Accordingly, the party's local
committee in that area had also
been setting up that book stall
near the puja pandal at
Rashbehari Avenue Crossing this
year as well.

According to a statement
issued by the Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI-M) state com-
mittee in West Bengal, a minor
tension broke out on late Sunday
evening, when a group of local
Trinamool Congress activists
objected to a poster in the stall
that read, "Catch thieves and fill
up prisons, "apparently targeting
the ruling party leaders allegedly
involved in the multi-crore West
Bengal School Service
Commission (WBSSC) scam.On
Monday evening, CPI-M activists
lead by senior party leaders such
as state secretariat member,

Kallol
Majumdar,
party's
Rajya
Sabha
member,
Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya and popular
film director and party sympa-
thiser, Kamaleshwar
Bhattacharya held a protest rally
against the incident of late
Sunday evening. Soon, the local
Trinamool Congress activists
reached the spot and altercations
broke out between the two
groups. There were minor scuffles
as well. Later, the police arrested
the agitating CPI-M activists
including the party leaders. CPI-
M state secretary in West Bengal
and party's politburo member
Md. Salim soon reached the spot.
Following his intervention, the
selling of Marxist literature at the
stall resumed again. Heavy police
contingent has been deputed at
the spot. Before being arrested,
CPI-M state secretariat member,
Kallol Majumdar told media per-
sons that the poster only read
"catch thieves and fill up prisons".

KOLKATA: TENSION OVER POSTER
IN CPI-M'S BOOK STALL NEAR
DURGA PUJA PANDAL

SONIA ARRIVES IN K'TAKA TO TAKE

PART IN BHARAT JODO YATRA
MMyyssuurruu::
Congress
interim
president
Sonia
Gandhi on
Monday
arrived here
to take part
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra led by her son,
party leader Rahul Gandhi.
Karnataka unit Congress president D.K.
Shivakumar and Opposition leader
Siddaramaiah welcomed Sonia Gandhi
at the Mandakalli Airport in Mysuru.
Shivakumar said Sonia Gandhi is taking
part in the Bharat Jodo Yatra on
October 6 in Karnataka.
"She will participate in the padayatra
from wherever it begins on October 6.
Former Opposition leader in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge will arrive in
the state on October 5 and he will also
take part in the padayatra on October
6," Shivakumar said.
He maintained that a two-day break
has been taken by Rahul Gandhi as per
the requests made by Siddaramaiah in
the backdrop of Dasara and Navratri
festivities in the state.
However, Congress insiders said that
the top leadership has taken a decision
to avoid the Madikeri trip fearing stiff
opposition and ruckus by Hindutva
activists.
Karnataka's Congress leadership wor-
ries that if black flags are shown to
Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi, it
would embarrass the party and dent
the goodwill which is being created by
Bharat Jodo Yatra, sources stated.

KCR REACHES OUT TO AKHILESH
ON MULAYAM'S HEALTH

Hyderabad|Agencies

Telangana Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekhar Rao
has reached out to

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav to enquire
about the health condition of
his father and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Rao's office stated that the
chief minister had tele-
phoned Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday.Mulayam Singh
Yadav, 82, who has been
undergoing treatment at a
Gurugram hospital over the
last few days, had been shift-
ed to the intensive care unit
on Sunday after his condition
deteriorated. KCR, as the
Telangana chief minister is
popularly known, had told
Mulayam that he will meet
him in Delhi after the Dasara

festival, a statement from the
chief minister's office stated.

KCR is expected to
announce the launch of his
national party on October 5
in Hyderabad following
which he is likely to organise
a public meeting in Delhi on
October 9.KCR's son K.T.
Rama Rao has also been fol-
lowing up on Mulayam Singh
Yadav's health status.The TRS
working president and
Telangana industries minis-
ter said that he has spoken to
Akhilesh Yadav regarding his
father's health.

"Telephoned Uttar Pradesh
former Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav Ji and
inquired about the well-
being of Mulayam Singh Ji,
who is hospitalized. My best
wishes & prayers for Sri
Mulayam Ji's speedy recov-
ery," he tweeted.

Prof terminated for 'derogatory
post' on Navaratri

Varanasi|Agencies

The services of a guest lecturer at
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth University in Uttar

Pradesh's Varanasi has been termi-
nated after protests over his alleged
derogatory social media post on the
Hindu festival of Navaratri.Prof
Mithilesh Gautam had put up a
social media post where he shared
that women should not keep fast for
nine days during Navaratri, instead
they should read the Constitution.

His post received flak from a sec-
tion of students, who protested
against the professor.On September
29, a complaint was filed against
Gautam with the college authori-
ties.The Registrar of the university
said that the post on social media
hurt "religious sentiments" and in

view of students' protests, the envi-
ronment at the college was disrupt-
ed.Examinations and admissions
have come to a halt as well, the
Registrar said.Following the com-
plaint, Gautam was barred from
entering university and has now
been dismissed from services 'with
immediate effect'.Meanwhile, stu-
dents supporting Gautam have sub-
mitted an application with the uni-
versity authority to withdraw action
taken against him.

I,the Mother of JC-
405788A Sub Raghubir
Singh is solemly
Declared that my old
Name is Kamlapat
Rani where as correct
Name is
Kamalaptirani. Age  68
year , R/O Village/Post
Muskara, Tehsil
Maudaha, Dist.
Hamirpur, Uttar
Pradesh 210506

CHANGE OF NAME

I, the Father of JC-
405788A Sub Raghubir
Singh is solemly
Declared that my old
Name is Kedar Nath
Khangar where as cor-
rect Name is Kedar
Nath Age  74 year , R/O
Village/Post Muskara,
Tehsil Maudaha, Dist.
Hamirpur, Uttar
Pradesh 210506

CHANGE OF NAME

OVER 6,000 MYANMARESE REFUGEE CHILDREN STUDYING IN MIZORAM SCHOOLS
Aizawl|Agencies

Over 6,000 children of
Myanmarese refugees,
who have taken shelter in

Mizoram since March last year
following the military coup there,
are enrolled in government and
private schools across the state,
officials said.

Mizoram Education
Department officials said that of
the 6,195 Myanmarese children,
5,221 were enrolled in govern-
ment schools, 184 in government-
aided institutes and 790 in private
schools up to Class 10 across the
state.The Education Department
referring to the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act-
2009), has earlier asked all the dis-
trict and sub-divisional education

officers that children aged
between 6 and 14 years belonging
to disadvantaged communities
have the right to be admitted to
schools in a class appropriate to
his/her age for completing ele-
mentary education.Some
Myanmar parliamentarians and
parents earlier requested
Mizoram Education Minister
Lalchhandama Ralte to "look into
the academic and other prob-
lems" of the Myanmarese chil-
dren and the state government
then issued the notification about
enrolment of the Myanmar child
refugees.

The children do not face any
language problem with the text-
books and other materials of
Mizoram's academic syllabus as
most of them belong to the Chin
community who share the same
ancestry and culture as the Mizos

of Mizoram and also speak the
Mizo language.Recently, the
Mizoram University and the
Institute of Chin Affairs (ICA), a
non-government organisation,
decided to introduce diploma
courses in Burmese language and

communication skills at the cen-
tral varsity.As per official records,
majority of around 30,400
Myanmar refugees including
11,798 children and 10,047
women are sheltered in Mizoram
in over 156 camps in all the 11

districts while a large number of
them took shelter in the relatives'
houses, community, centres, rent-
ed houses, government buildings
and shelter houses set up by vari-
ous NGOs including the Young
Mizo Association, one of the
largest NGOs in northeast India.

The Mizoram government has
provided temporary identity cards
to the refugees for identification
purposes to differentiate the hold-
er from Indian citizens and the ID
card is not valid for availing the
government's scheme and out-
side Mizoram.

The Myanmar nationals fled
across the over 500-km-long
unfenced border into Mizoram
since the military junta led by
army chief General Min Aung
Hlaing seized power in the neigh-
bouring country in February last
year.

CBI questioning Russian accused in JEE
Mains Exams software hacking case
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The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is
currently questioning a Russian man, who is
said to be the prime accused in a case related

to allegations of irregularities committed in the JEE
(Mains) Exams 2021.

The accused Milhail Shargin was detained by
the Bureau of Immigration at IGI Airport, Delhi
while arriving in India from Kazakhstan's Almaty
as a Look Out Circular was opened against him.

During investigation, it came to light that some
foreign nationals were involved in compromising
many online examinations including JEE (Mains)
in collusion with other accused in the instant case.

The role of a Russian national, who had alleged-
ly tampered with the iLeon software (the platform
on which the JEE (Main)-2021 examination was
conducted), was revealed and it was alleged that
he helped other accused in hacking the computer
systems of suspect candidates during the examina-
tion. A Look Out Circular was opened against the
Russian national.

A case was registered in 2021 against a private

company and others including its Directors and
three employees, private persons (conduits) etc
on the allegations that the said company and its
Directors were manipulating the online examina-
tion of JEE (Mains) and facilitating aspiring stu-
dents to get admission in top NITs in considera-
tion of huge amount by solving the question
paper of the applicant through remote access
from a chosen examination centre in Haryana's
Sonepat.

"Shargin used to obtain Class 10 and 12 mark
sheets, the user IDs, passwords, and post dated
cheques of aspiring students in different parts of
country as security and once the admission was
done, they used to collect heavy amount ranging
from Rs 12-15 lakh per candidate," the CBI said.
Searches were earlier conducted on in 2021 at 19
places including at Delhi, NCR, Pune,
Jamshedpur, Indore and Bengaluru which led to
the recovery of 25 laptops, 7 PCs, around 30 post-
dated cheques along with incriminating docu-
ments, including mark sheet of different stu-
dents. "We are questioning Shargin. He is the
prime accused," said the CBI.

FAMILY ACCUSES BIHAR HOSPITAL
STAFF OF NEGLIGENCE FOR NEWLY
BORN'S DEATH

Patna: A newly born
baby died a few hours
after birth in Bihar's
Jahanabad Sadar hospital
on Sunday night. The fam-
ily members alleged that
no doctor was available in
the hospital.

The incident came to light after the family members van-
dalised the hospital following the death of the infant. A preg-
nant woman Ankita Devi, a resident of Salmanpur village,
having labour pains had come to Sadar hospital in the dis-
trict for the delivery.When she reached the hospital, there
was no doctor. The nurses admitted her and performed a
normal delivery. As the condition of the baby was not good,
he was immediately taken to SNCU and admitted there. The
family members alleged that the doctor was not available
there. The medical staff present there also did not act swiftly
to give proper treatment. Due to lack of treatment, the baby
succumbed.The family members also alleged that the hospi-
tal's staffs were demanding money for the delivery and treat-
ment of the baby. As they were unable to pay the money, the
staff did not take care of him properly.

When contacted, the civil surgeon of the district said that
he had directed the superintendent of Sadar hospital to
investigate and submit a report to him.
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On the occasion of
Vijayadashami, the
effigies of Ravana,

Kumbhakaran and Meghnad,
symbolizing evils, are burnt,
but there are many areas in
Madhya Pradesh where
Ravana is worshiped on the
occasion of Vijayadashami.

Apart from Mandsaur,
Vidisha, Rajgarh in the state,
there are many such places
where Ravana is worshiped
on the occasion of
Vijayadashami, after all, let
us inform you about the sto-
ries related to why Ravana is
worshiped in these areas.

First of all, in Mandsaur, a
section of the Hindu commu-
nity worships Namdev
Vaishnav Dashanan in
Ravana Rundi village here.
The people of this society
consider Mandodari to be
the daughter of their region,
due to which Ravana became
their son-in-law, due to
which the people here built a
35 feet high statue of Ravana
in Khanpur area about a
decade and a half ago, since
then this statue was wor-
shipped.

Similarly, in a village of
Vidisha district, on the occa-
sion of Vijayadashami, there
is a hail of Ravana, where the

village of Ravana is inhabited
by Kanyakubj families, a sub-
class of Brahmin caste. These
people consider themselves
to be the descendants of
Ravana and worship Ravana.
There is a temple of Parmara
period in this village, in
which there is a lying statue
of Ravana. The villagers say
that whenever an attempt
was made to erect this statue,
something untoward hap-
pened here, after all, why do
they worship Ravana, on this
they say that they are the
descendants of Ravana. He
was a knower of the Vedas
and a devotee of Shiva, so he
worships him.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that the
launch of "Shri Mahakal Lok"

will be a wonderful programme to
take the society in a new direction.
Efforts have to be made together in
the entire state to connect peoples to
this programme. For this, efforts
should be made to make citizens wit-
nesses by connecting them with live
telecast of the programme by creating
an atmosphere of enthusiasm in the
districts. On the evening of the dedi-
cation day, lamps should be lit in
every house at the time of Shivarpan
(dedication to Shiva) of Shri Mahakal
Lok Complex. Every citizen should be
encouraged to participate.

Chief Minister Chouhan was dis-

cussing with district administration,
collector ujjain and public represen-
tatives of other districts through video

conference from residence in con-
nection with the launching pro-
gramme to be performed by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in Ujjain on
October 11. CM Chouhan also direct-
ed to make diligent efforts for the
preparations for this wonderful pro-
gramme. Chief Secretary Iqbal Singh
Bains was present along with senior
officers. The ministers and collectors
present in the districts participated
virtually. Greeting everyone on the
occasion of Maha Ashtami, Chief
Minister Chouhan said that arrange-
ments are being made to virtually
connect the people of the entire state
with the launching of Shri Mahakal
Lok. The public will get an opportuni-
ty to watch this programme through
TV screens in the major temples of
the districts. This is an important pro-
gramme related to faith and social
unity not only for Madhya Pradesh
but for the entire countrymen.

Connect peoples with the launch of
"Shri Mahakal Lok": CM Chouhan 
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Leaky roof, damp and cracked walls and a general air of
neglect -- this is the condition of an anganwadi centre
in Untkheda panchayat of Bhopal district in Madhya

Pradesh. About 50 km from this rural region is Ashoka
Garden, where Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan pulled
a handcart in May to encourage donations for 'Adopt an
Anganwadi' scheme. Launched by his government in
January, the scheme aimed at improving public participation
to strengthen maternal and child health facilities across the
State. "The anganwadi centre is dilapidated, water is leaking,
and the walls are damp and cracked. We have informed sen-
ior officials, but the condition remains the same," says
anganwadi worker Premlata Dhanak of Ladaiya Barri, which
falls under Untkhedi in Berasia block.

The centre functions on the premises of a government
school. "This building was constructed in 2007, but the
authorities have not bothered to get even basic painting work
done since then. Sevika/Sahayika Haribai and I pay out of
our own pockets to get that done during Diwali every year.
Repair work seems like a daydream!" Dhanak tells the
reporter "Nine months have passed since the launch of the
scheme, but no individual or organisation has adopted our
anganwadi."

He informs that 7,746 individuals and organisations have
registered under the scheme in Bhopal division (which
includes Bhopal, Vidisha, Sehore, Rajgarh and Raisen) and in
Bhopal district alone, 5,055 people have stepped in to take
care of 1,872 anganwadi centres.

In short, according to Yadav, adoption of all anganwadi
centres in Bhopal's urban and rural areas is complete.
However, the situation on the ground is far from what is
being projected. An anganwadi worker from Untkheda,
Brajlata Lodhi says, "There are three anganwadi centres in
our panchayat, and the condition of all three is exactly the
same. No one has come forward to adopt them so far."

Many villagers have stopped sending their children to
these centres fearing a roof collapse, claims Kala Bai, the

sevika/sahayika of Untkheda.
A resident of Untkhedi, Gopal Ahirwar asks how they

could send children to the centre when everyone knows
about its dilapidated condition. "I had a child, five years after
marriage. I will not take that risk, as far as the safety of my
child is concerned." The condition of three anganwadi cen-
tres in Amarpur panchayat is equally pathetic. Located 74 km
from Bhopal, the mini anganwadi in Amarpur village has
been functioning without electricity for over a year.

"I have written to the sarpanch, panchayat secretary, zila
panchayat, and also the WCDD. Yet, we have not got an elec-
tricity connection," says worker Annapurna Sharma. The
centre caters to 25 children - 17 of them undernourished -
and five pregnant women.

As per the latest data on the WCDD website, of the 97,135
anganwadis in the State, 32,153 do not have toilets, 16,626 do
not have water supply, 12,705 have no teaching-learning
aids, 60,211 no boundary wall, 25,917 no building, and 51,464
not even a medical kit.

'Expedite adoption process'
Nirmala Buch, a retired IAS officer and head of Mahila

Chetna Manch, is all praise for Adopt An Anganwadi scheme.
"It took the Chief Minister three hours to cover 800 m on the
streets of Bhopal, while pulling a cart to promote the scheme
in May. The public response was so overwhelming that he
could collect 10 truckloads of toys, stationery items, books
and other essentials for anganwadi centres. In addition,
donations worth Rs 2 crore were received."

She says the problem is not with the scheme, but the
process, which is cumbersome. "Registrations happen
online. Even if just one person registers on the website to
offer some help to a particular anganwadi, the portal starts to
show it to be 'adopted'. However, the fact remains that more
than one person can adopt a single anganwadi centre to take
care of all its requirements," Buch explains. The department
has also delayed scrutiny of applications. If they speed up the
process and bridge the gap between the people who want to
donate and the anganwadi centres that need help, we will see
results in no time, she hopes.

GOVT SCHEME FAILS TO MAKE A MARK IN ANGANWADI CENTRES OF RURAL BHOPAL
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Governor Mangubhai Patel has said that
conservation of the heritage form of Lal
Kothi should be the basis of restoration

work. It must be mandatorily ensured that the
form of the building is as per Lal Kothi.

Governor Patel was discussing with the
technical officers of Public Works Department
at Raj Bhavan today. Principal Secretary to
Governor D.P. Ahuja, Chief Engineer Public
Works Narendra Kumar, Chief Engineer
Sanjay Maske and other officers were present.

Governor Mangubhai Patel said that the
quality of construction work should be
ensured. It is also necessary that the work is
completed on time. He said that continuous
monitoring during construction is also neces-
sary for quality and meeting time limit of
work. It was told that Lal Kothi was built in the
year 1904. It is necessary to construct a com-
pound wall in front of 24 Quarters behind Raj
Bhavan. The renovation of main building of
Raj Bhavan, Rajendra Cottage, Jawahar block
and the roof of Narmada Dining Hall is also
necessary.
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CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that while the arrange-
ments in urban areas were

affected due to heavy rains in this
monsoon, farmers in rural areas had
to face a lot of difficulties due to
excessive rainfall. The state govern-
ment has left no stone unturned in
providing assistance in this hour of
crisis. Chief Minister Chouhan trans-
ferred assistance amounting to Rs.
202 crore 64 lakh into the accounts of
affected farmers of 19 districts of the
state which were hit by floods and
heavy rains including Vidisha, Sagar,
Guna, Raisen, Damoh, Harda,
Morena, Agar-Malwa, Balaghat,
Bhopal, Ashoknagar, Sehore,
Narmadapuram, Sheopur,
Chhindwara, Bhind, Rajgarh, Betul
and Seoni districts with a single click.
The affected area of districts hit by
excessive rainfall and floods is about
2 lakh 2 thousand 488 hectares. Chief
Secretary Iqbal Singh Bains and other

senior officers were present.
Collectors and farmers of the affected
19 districts virtually attended.

Chief Minister Chouhan said that
the State Government is ready to pro-
vide assistance to the affected per-
sons at the time of crisis and to
extend necessary support to the gen-

eral public in case of distress.
Necessary disaster management was
done at the time of floods and heavy
rains. Public representatives were
also active along with the administra-
tion in times of crisis.

Chief Minister Chouhan also dis-
cussed with some beneficiaries after

transferring relief amount to the
affected farmers. These included
Manmohan Singh Dangi of Vidisha
district, Sanjeev Vishwakarma of
Sagar and Ranglal of Guna district.
Beneficiaries said that they did not
have to make rounds for the approval
of assistance in connection with the
survey work. Survey work was com-
pleted on time with integrity.

Revenue Minister Govind Singh
Rajput, who virtually associated with
the money transfer programme, said
that Chief Minister Chouhan under-
stands the plight of the farmers. He
has always stood as a shield for the
poor. The state has received average
rainfall in 23 districts this monsoon.
Three districts of the state are in the
category of excessive rainfall and 26
districts are in the category of above
average rainfall. Under the leadership
of CM Chouhan, work has been done
to provide necessary assistance to the
affected families without delay as per
the provision of the Revenue Book
Circular.

CM says, 202.64 crore rupees transferred to farmers for
the loss of crops due to floods and excessive rains

Dashanan is worshiped
at many places in MP.

CM Chouhan plants Karanj,
Banyan and Gulmohar saplings

Bhopal : Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan today planted saplings of Karanj,
Banyan and Gulmohar in the Smart City
Garden along with the members of
Bundelkhand Vikas evam Parayavaran
Samiti (Bundelkhand Development and
Environment Committee) Bhopal. Members
of the Samiti participated in the plantation.

Support is provided by the Samiti for the
promotion of technical education, literacy
campaign, campaign to stop the use of poly-
thene. Along with this, training camps are
also organised for cow protection and to make children expert in self-defence.
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In Madhya Pradesh, the
attitude of the govern-
ment has become strict to

implement the use of hel-
mets for two wheeler drivers.
Employees coming to offices
and two wheeler drivers
coming to schools and col-
leges will be allowed entry
only after wearing helmets.
State's Additional Director
General of Police G
Janardhan has written a letter
to all the superintendents of
police in the state, besides
the police commissioners of
Bhopal and Indore, instruct-
ing them to make helmets
mandatory.

In the order issued, it has
been said that all the heads of
offices and principals of
schools and colleges should
take strict action in getting it
followed. Along with this,

petrol pump operators have
also been asked to give petrol
only to two wheeler drivers
who come wearing helmets.

It has been told that
recently, the High Court of
Jabalpur, while hearing a
petition, had directed the
government to strictly follow

the rules of wearing helmets.
This order is issued in this
connection. To create aware-
ness among the people,
emphasis will also be laid on
publicity. People will be
made aware with Dial 100
vehicles, while it will be
announced at various places.

Two-wheeler drivers are allowed to
enter the office and school-college

only after wearing a helmet.
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Agarba venue witnessed
a clash between two
groups in the Agar-

Malwa region of Madhya
Pradesh. People from both
sides attacked each other
with sticks even as women
and senior citizens tried to
run for cover.

The incident happened at
the temple premises of a vil-
lage in Agar district over 200
km from Bhopal. On Sunday
night, the villagers had gath-
ered to offer prayers, which
was followed by garba per-
formed by a group of women.
During the dance pro-
gramme, a clash broke out
between two groups, alleged-
ly over vulgar comments
being made on the women
performing garba.

As the groups attacked
each other, the festive venue

became a war zone like and
even the women and senior
citizens were hit during the
clash, which ended only after
the local police reached the
spot. "There was a song-
dance programme that led to
a dispute which led to a fight.
We have registered com-
plaints from both sides and
some people have been
rounded up," Naval Singh
Sisodia, a senior police offi-
cer, said.

Sticks were used, there are
videos which we are examin-
ing. "Three - four people have
been detained. We will take
action against those respon-
sible," he added.

In another incident, three
Muslim youths were
thrashed by Hindus allegedly
for entering a garba pandal in
Ujjain. Similar incidents were
reported at different parts of
the state earlier also.

CONSERVATION OF HERITAGE FORM SHOULD BE BASIS
FOR RESTORATION OF LAL KOTHI: GOVERNOR PATEL

CLASH AT GARBA EVENT
IN AGAR-MALWA REGION



The question -- Is India's grand old
party in its last stage? -- has been
repeatedly raised in the past few
years, and the recent episodes are a
confirmation of the deep rot that

has set within.
The Congress first family has been strug-

gling to keep the party on course, but its
repeated electoral losses are making the
detractors claim that the Gandhis are losing
their grip.

Prior to 2014, the seat of power was South
Block, but the centre of power was 10 Janpath.
All decisions and movements within and out-
side the party or the government had links
with the Congress President. The defeat in
2014 Lok Sabha polls started the downward
slide.

The party has been on a losing spree and
even in places where it could form govern-
ments, it failed miserably. It entered into
alliances, but again failed. The situation is
such that other political parties are now wary
of forging electoral alliances with the
Congress.

The Gandhi siblings have proved to be inef-
fective and the poll results have only demon-
strated their failure to match up to the BJP's
Juggernaut.

The deterioration in the party has reached
to such an extent that the high command's
orders are being openly challenged. The
revolt in the Congress in Rajasthan was a
direct challenge to the party high command,
which interim president Sonia Gandhi must
have never expected.

Gehlot was one of the Gandhi confidants,
who had always bowed at 10 Janpath. So, his
dramatic 'no' to the party high command's
choice for the presidential polls was a severe
jolt.

Sonia Gandhi has already lost some of her
close loyalists -- Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Amarinder Singh, Jyotiraditya Scindia and
others. Before leaving, all these three leaders,
indirectly or directly, blamed the family for
the state the Congress is in. Even as the
Rajasthan episode was unravelling, Rahul
Gandhi was far away in Kerala on his Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

Repeated electoral failures have prompted

Rahul Gandhi not to take charge of the party.
He was the party president in 2017, but has
failed repeatedly to lead the Congress to victo-
ry in elections; in fact, the party has never
performed as badly as it has done under his
leadership.

Rahul is banking on the Bharat Jodo Yatra
to reassert himself electorally and politically.
The party has repeatedly said that this Yatra
will help invigorate party workers and prepare
them for the 2024 general elections.

The Yatra has so far not created a buzz
nationally, although it has been just got a
warm reception in Kanataka. In fact, it has
generated more controversies, such as Rahul's
meeting with a controversial pastor, or the
violation of forest laws in Karnataka.. His
beaming pictures with boys, girls or senior cit-
izens are perhaps no guarantee of these trans-
lating into votes. This has been his experience
in election after election.

Also in question is the fact that it is not a
complete Bharat Jodo Yatra and the itinerary

has been unequally distributed. In Kerala,
which has 20 Lok Sabha seats, the Yatra
stretched for 18 days, but in Uttar Pradesh,
which has 80 seats, it will be concluded in just
two days. What message does this and the
selective omission poll-bound states such as
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh, which are BJP
bastions, send to party workers in these
places?

Is the party leadership convinced that it
cannot take on the BJP individually in these
states? Is that the reason why it is focusing on
states such as Kerala where the BJP's presence
is minimal and the Congress can deliver a
good performance electorally.

Rahul's Yatra has so far failed to generate
the kind of mass interest that the first family of
the Congress or party leaders would have
wanted to see. And even as the Yatra is going
on, the differences within the
party are erupting in places
such as Rajasthan.

It seemed that Rahul was far

removed from the Rajasthan happenings and
the crisis, as always, reached the doors of his
mother at 10 Janpath.

The interim president, who's been ailing for
some years, had to take the charge yet again,
and finally after Gehlot's 'no', she zeroed in
upon 80-year-old Mallikarjun Kharge, a tried
and tested loyalist and no threat to the family.

When Kharge filed the nomination, all top
party leaders trooped in to register their sup-
port. The attendance was not only an exhibi-
tion of approval for Sonia Gandhi's loyalist,
but also an indication of their solidarity with
her decision.

Though Shashi Tharoor, who is from the
G23 group, is also contesting the presidential
polls, the 'whip' clearly is in favour of Kharge.
Even the G23 leaders -- Anand Sharma,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and other -- came
out vehemently in favour of Kharge and
became his proposers.

The show of solidarity by the Congressmen
for Sonia Gandhi's decision has come at a
time when one of her confidants, Ashok
Gehlot, defied her. Gehlot was being asked to
become the Congress president and give up
the office of Chief Minister.

Gehlot did join Kharge when he filed his
nomination, trying to show that all is right.
But the episode is going to have repercussions
in Rajasthan, which will be another test for
Sonia and Rahul, and the first test for the new
president.

For the new Congress chief, the challenges
are Himalayan. He has to resurrect the party,
stand up to the BJP, prove that the party is the
fulcrum of the opposition, and, above all,
maintain the 'supremacy' of the Gandhi fami-
ly.

Given the fact that in the present situation
the challenges are near impossible, but one
thing that the Congress will exhibit now is that
a non-Gandhi can head the party. After the
election held after 22 years, the country's
grand old party needs to move out from its
dynasty-centric image to a more pluralistic
mechanism. Unfortunately, the party will be
depending upon 80-year-old Kharge, who
doesn't have a mass following, to do that.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

The central election authority (CEA) of the
Congress has issued guidelines to all the
state presidents to extend courtesy to both

Shashi Tharoor and Mallikarjun Kharge who
are contesting for the party presidential poll.
The guidelines says that Pradesh Returning
Officer (PRO) will be the Polling Officer of their
respective PCCs and shall be responsible for
keeping order at the polling stations and to see
that the election is fairly conducted. "All the
office-bearers are asked to resign first if they
want to campaign. AICC General Secretaries/
In-charges, Secretaries/ Jt Secretaries, PCC
Presidents, CLP Leaders, Heads of Frontal Org.,
Chiefs of Depts./Cells and all official
Spokesperson shall not campaign for or
against contesting candidates. If they wish to
support any candidate they must first resign
from their organisational post, after that they
participate in the campaign process," said the
guidelines. CEA chairman Madhusudan
Mistry has said that all the state presidents shall
extend courtesy to the candidates during their
visits to the respective states and arrange meet-
ing hall, chairs and other equipment for the
public announcement to the candidate who
wishes to hold the meeting of the delegates.
"However, no such meeting can be called by the
PCC Presidents in their personal capacity.
Organising the meeting is the task of the pro-
poser or the supporters of the contesting candi-
dates." As per the guidelines during the election
"no candidate shall use a vehicle bringing the
voters nor resort to any undesired pamphlet,
any other kind of publication propaganda.
Violation of these procedures shall render the
candidates' election invalid and make them
liable for disciplinary action". It said, "Utmost
care must be taken to ensure that there is no
mala fide campaign against any candidate.
The same would bring disgrace to the party.
The sensitivity of the election process must be
upheld at any cost."

For transparency in
Cong prez poll!

international
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At least 80 people were killed in the U.S.
states of Florida and North Carolina by
Hurricane Ian which made landfall in

southwestern Florida as Category 4 last week.
At least 76 people in Florida had died due

to Ian, with four other fatalities reported in
North Carolina, media outlets said on Sunday.

In Florida's Lee County alone, the hurri-
cane contributed to 42 deaths. The county
sheriff Carmine Marceno told reporters that
the projected death toll is unknown due to the
insurmountable damage the county has seen.

"Those numbers could go up," he said. "I
don't know. I hope and pray that they don't."

More than 1,600 rescues have been made
in Florida since Ian made landfall there on
Wednesday afternoon, according to the office
of Governor Ron DeSantis.

The storm brought catastrophic storm
surges, heavy rains and destructive winds,
and dangerous flooding to both Florida's
coast and inland areas.

Ian made landfall in South Carolina as
Category 1 on Friday afternoon and weak-
ened to a post-tropical cyclone that later dissi-
pated across southern Virginia on Saturday.

U.S. President Joe Biden is scheduled to
travel to Puerto Rico Monday to survey dam-
age from Hurricane Fiona, which brought
heavy rains, catastrophic damage and an
island-wide blackout to the U.S. territory last
month, before heading to Florida on
Wednesday.

Biden said on Friday that Hurricane Ian "is
likely to rank among the worst in the nation's
history."

Estimated losses from Ian's wind and storm
surges are between 28 billion and 47 billion
U.S. dollars, according to CoreLogic, a U.S.
research firm that estimates losses from natu-
ral disasters.

HURRICANE IAN KILLS
AT LEAST 80 IN US

Deepika Bhan

FIRST ELECTED CONG PREZ IN 22
YEARS FACES HIMALAYAN CHALLENGE 

London|Agencies

The UK government has U-
turned on plans to scrap the
45p rate of income tax, the

chancellor has confirmed, BBC
reported.

Kwasi Kwarteng told BBC that
the proposals, announced just 10
days ago, had become "a massive
distraction on what was a strong
package."

"We just talked to people, we
listened to people, I get it," he
added.

The decision, which marks a
humiliating climbdown for Prime
Minister Liz Truss, comes after
several Tory MPs voiced their
opposition to the plan, BBC
reported.Ex-cabinet minister
Grant Shapps had warned the
Prime Minister would lose a
Commons vote on the
proposal.The plan to scrap the
45p rate, paid by people earning
over 150,000 pounds a year, had
been criticised as unfair at time of
rising living costs.

On Sunday, the Prime Minister
had told the BBC she was
absolutely committed to it as part

of a package to make the tax sys-
tem "simpler" and boost
growth.But the measure has seen
remarkable opposition from the
markets, opposition parties and a
growing number of Tory MPs.

Increasingly, it seemed that Ms
Truss did not have the numbers
to get it through.On Sunday, sen-
ior Tory Michael Gove hinted he
would not vote for the plan when
it came to Parliament, saying "I
don't believe it's right".

The former cabinet minister
said that the PM's decision was "a
display of wrong values."Shapps

also urged Ms Truss to U-turn,
warning her not to have a "tin ear"
to voters' concerns about rising
living costs."I don't think the
House is in a place where it's like-
ly to support that," he told the
BBC on Sunday.

The U-turn, suggestions of
which were first reported by the
Sun, comes on the second day of
the Conservative conference in
Birmingham, with Kwarteng due
to speak later on Monday.

The pound jumped on the
news, rising by more than a cent
against the dollar to $1.1263.

UK government has U-turned on
plans to scrap top income tax rate 

RESTAURANT IN LAHORE
SERVED ACID BOTTLES
TO KIDS DURING B'DAY
CELEBRATIONS

Lahore: At least two children were
admitted to a hospital after a restaurant in
Lahore allegedly served acid bottles during
birthday celebrations, Samaa TV reported
Monday.

According to the FIR registered at the
Lari Adda Police Station, the complainant
claimed that on September 27, the family
went to a restaurant situated inside the
Greater Iqbal Park to celebrate birthday.

The complainant said that after dinner, a
guest used one of the water bottles served
by the restaurant to wash the hands of his
son. As soon as the water was poured over
his hand, the child started screaming,
Samaa TV reported.

Around the same time, another child
drank from one of the bottles and fell
unconscious after throwing up. One of the
relatives, who was attending to the child,
also developed blisters on his hands when
the child vomited on him.

The victims' family said both children
were shifted to the hospital.

The police arrested the manager of the
restaurant and started the investigation.

University students trapped amid
clashes in Tehran following protests

Tehran|Agencies

As anti-government protests
broke out in Iran in September
after a young woman died in

police custody, students of Tehran's
Sharif University clashed intensely
with the police. A large number of
students have reportedly been
trapped in the campus car park.

Videos on social media indicate
students running away from security
forces; sounds like gunshots can also
be heard from a distance. In another
social media post, security forces on
motorcycles seem to shoot at a car
that had the passenger filming the
video of Sunday's incident. Tear gas
was also used on protestors, accord-
ing to BBC.There have also been
reports of security forces attacking

student dormitories and firing at
them.Sunday was the first day of a
fresh term for many studying at Sharif

University. Crowds reportedly gath-
ered outside the campus' main gate
late in the evening after hearing of the

ongoing clashes.22-year-old Mahsa
Amini had slipped into coma hours
after Iran's morality police arrested
her for allegedly violating headscarf
rules by way of letting a part of her
hair show.The police reportedly hit
Amini on the head with a baton and
banged her head against one of their
vehicles, however, they say that there
is no evidence of any manhandling
and Amini's death was the result of a
cardiac arrest.Protests erupted fol-
lowing Amini's funeral and escalated
to become Iran's most intense unrest
seen in many years. So far, at least 133
people are said to have been killed
across Iran in these protests.

Authorities say that the protestors
have been deployed by Iran's external
enemies, and that they intend to
come down hard on them.

Chinese aircraft intruded into
S.Korea's air defense zone
more than 70 times in 2021

Seoul|Agencies

Dozens of Chinese and Russian war-
planes entered South Korea's air
defense identification zone (KADIZ)

last year, a document showed Monday.
In a document submitted to the National

Assembly, South Korea's defense ministry
said that the number of times Chinese mili-
tary aircraft entered the KADIZ surpassed 70
last year, similar to that of the previous year.

The number of entries by Russian aircraft
into KADIZ has exceeded 10 times since
2017, while topping 20 times in 2019.

Japanese warplanes entered the overlap-
ping South Korean and Japanese air defense
zones an average of 500 times per year after
giving prior notice, according to the docu-
ment.

The air defense zone was first drawn in

1951 by the U.S. Air Force during the 1950-53
Korean War to prevent air clashes between
nations surrounding the Korean Peninsula.
The area is not territorial airspace but is
zoned off to request foreign planes identify
themselves to prevent accidental clashes.
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Team Absolute|
Aurangabad

As many as 200 railway
stations across the
country will get a

facelift with modern ameni-
ties, Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said in
Aurangabad on Monday.

He attended the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
for a coach maintenance fac-
tory at the Aurangabad rail-
way station in Maharashtra.

"Tendering process for 47
railway stations is completed
while physical work has start-
ed at 32 stations," he said.

He said the Railways is
being transformed.

"The government has pre-
pared a master plan to
revamp 200 railway stations.
Overhead spaces will be cre-
ated on the stations which
will have world-class facilities
including waiting lounges
and food courts, besides
amusement facilities for chil-

dren," the minister said.
Vaishnaw also said that

railway stations will act as the
"platform" for the sale of
regional products.

Speaking on the contribu-
tion of the Marathwada
region in Maharashtra in the
making of Vande Bharat
trains, the minister said, "the
country will have 400 'Vande
Bharat' trains in the future
and 100 of these trains will be
manufactured in the coach
factory at Latur in
Marathwada. The necessary
changes in the factory are
already being made".

Minister said the govern-
ment doesn't give the reason
regarding the 'Rate of Return'
for sanctioning a project. He
said all parts of the country
are now being connected
either by highways or rail-
ways under the PM Gati
Shakti scheme, and parts of
Marathwada will also be con-
nected. 

The coach maintenance

facility in Aurangabad has
the capacity of 18 coaches
but Maharashtra Leader of
Opposition in the Legislative
Council, Ambadas Danve,
demanded that this capacity
be expanded to cater to 24
coaches.Vaishnaw instructed
officials to review Mr Danve's
demand and send a proposal
in the next 15 days.

Speaking on the occasion,
Minister of State for Railways
and Jalna MP, Raosaheb
Danve said the Central gov-
ernment has sanctioned Rs
11,000 crore for Maharashtra,
which was Rs1,100 crore ear-
lier. Union Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat Karad
demanded to undertake
high-speed railway projects
along the newly undertaken
Aurangabad-Pune
Expressway.

Aurangabad MP Imtiaz
Jaleel demanded the ROR
condition be kept aside while
sanctioning projects for
regions like Marathwada.

200 Railway Stations to get
"World-Class" facilities: Minister

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After rebelling against Shiv
Sena leadership, the fac-
tion led by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde will face its first

popularity test in the November 3
bypoll to the Andheri (East)
Assembly segment in Mumbai,
which was represented by Shiv Sena
MLA the late Ramesh Latke.

The upcoming contest has gener-
ated intense interest as both the fac-
tions of Shiv Sena are vying for the
"Bow and Arrow" symbol of Shiv
Sena. The Election Commission is
currently hearing the pleas to decide
the 'real' Shiv Sena and the allot-
ment of the poll symbol.

The Election Commission on
Monday announced the schedule
for the bypoll. The counting of votes
will take place on November 6.

The Andheri (East) seat fell vacant
after the death of Latke, who had
won the seat two times in a row, in
May this year.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Shinde faction have
fielded Murji Patel, a former corpo-
rator of the Mumbai civic body, in

the byelection. The Shiv Sena led by
Uddhav Thackeray is likely to field
late Latke's wife Rutuja Latke.
Speaking to reporters in Pune, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on Monday said
his party will held Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena in the
byelection.

Mumbai BJP chief Ashish Shelar
on Sunday inaugurated the party's
central office for the by-poll in sub-
urban Andheri.

He tweeted that Murji Patel
enjoys a lot of support among local
people.

Andheri East Assembly con-
stituency is one of the 26 segments
located in Mumbai Suburban dis-
trict. It is part of the Mumbai North
West Lok Sabha constituency.

The late Latke had wrested the
seat from Congress in 2014. In 2009,
it was represented by Suresh Shetty
of Congress.

Man who threatened CM
Eknath Shinde arrested

Team Absolute|Nagpur

Police arrested a man in con-
nection with the threat to
Maharashtra Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde's life, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said in Nagpur on
Monday.

Speaking to reporters, Fadnavis
said the state Home department
headed by him has taken cog-
nizance of all the threats against
the Chief Minister.

"We are paying full attention to
the security of the chief minister
and other aspects. The person
who threatened the Chief Minister yesterday
has been arrested, " he said, adding that the
Chief Minister's security is very important.

Though Fadnavis didn't share details
regarding the arrested person, Pune Police
had registered a non-cognisable (NC) offence
against a man who had called up the police
control room claiming a "plot" to kill Chief
Minister Shinde at a hotel in Lonavala in Pune
district.

The man, Avinash Waghmare, was drunk
and made the call on Saturday to "teach a les-
son" to the owner of the hotel for allegedly
overcharging him for a bottle of water, a sen-
ior police officer said on Sunday.

The State Intelligence Department (SID) on
Saturday received a specific input about the

threat to the life of the chief minister, follow-
ing which his security was increased.

Additional security has been provided to
the Chief Minister, who enjoys a Z Plus cate-
gory security cover, a senior SID official had
said.Security was stepped up at Shinde's pri-
vate residence in Thane and the official resi-
dence 'Varsha' in Mumbai. Shinde had
received a threat letter suspected to have been
sent by Naxalites last October when he was
the Urban Development Minister and also
guardian minister of Gadchiroli district,
affected by Naxalism.

Shinde became the Chief Minister on June
30 this year after his rebellion with Shiv Sena
MLAs led to the collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led government.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Industrialist Anand Mahindra has shared a
video of a felicitation ceremony organised
to celebrate the 100th birthday of Subedar

Major Govind Swamy, ex-Drill instructor of
the National Defence Academy (NDA). The
event was organised by the Madras Sappers
in Bengaluru.

Calling it his "Monday Motivation," Anand
Mahindra wrote that he "had goosebumps
when Subedar Major Swamy saluted the offi-
cers at the event. Subedar Major Swamy, dur-
ing his tenure, instructed seven Indian Army
Generals, the industrialist added.

In the video, shared on Twitter, a group of
officers are seen helping Subedar Major
Swamy get down from his car. The retired
officer is then moved to a wheelchair. After a
few seconds, we see some snippets from the
felicitation ceremony. The clip ends with
Subedar Major Swamy saluting the officers. 

Sharing the video, Mahindra wrote, "Sub
Major [Govinda] Swamy, ex Drill Instructor of
the National Defence Academy being felici-
tated on his 100th birthday. He instructed
seven Indian Army Generals" Army as well as
the Indian tradition of enduring respect for
our Gurus. I had goosebumps when he salut-
ed. This is my Monday Motivation."

The Southern Command of the Indian

Army has also shared some pictures from the
bust unveiling ceremony of  "Hony Captain
Govind Swamy" on Twitter.  The post caption
reads, "A bust of "Hony Capt Govindswamy,
VSM, Retd", an Icon and Epitome of Drill in
Madras Sappers, was also unveiled at MEG by
the legend himself. He has been the force
behind MEG winning the "Best Marching
Contingent Trophy" of the Republic/Army
Day Parade, all "Nine" times it participated."

Meanwhile, the clip, tweeted by Anand
Mahindra, has gone viral.

A user said, "My younger brother too
drilled under him. 56th course ( 1976/79)and
the icing on the cake is that all the recent
chiefs of defence simultaneously were his
coursemates.""Really heart touching" was the
sentiment on social media.A few were happy
to see the way Subedar Major Govinda
Swamy was honoured. For this person, it was
a " goosebumps moment.""Hats of Salute,"
wrote a user. Another wrote, "What an emo-
tional moment. I am in tears."

Isn't it inspiring?

Shiv Sena (Thackeray) vs Shiv Sena
(Shinde) to debut in electoral fray

MAN DIES WHILE
PLAYING GARBA
Mumbai: A young man in Mumbai died on

Saturday after experiencing chest pain while
playing Garba, a news agency reported.

While playing Garba, the man fell down after
experiencing chest pain. He was admitted to a
nearby hospital, where the doctor declared him
dead. The person was identified as 27-year-old
Rishabh. He was a resident of Dombivili West.
He worked at a private company The Mulund
Police has registered the matter under
Accidental Death Report (ADR) and has started
the investigation.

Team Absolute|Nagpur

The BJP's Maharashtra unit presi-
dent Chandrashekhar
Bawankule on Monday said Shiv

Sena leader Uddhav Thackeray should
stop taking jibes at others or else the
few party members standing by him
will also leave the fold.

Talking to reporters at Nagpur air-
port, Chandrashekhar Bawankule said
people were showing confidence in
Eknath Shinde-Devendra Fadnavis
government who are working 18 hours
a day for people of the state.

"By 2024, several good workers from
other parties will join the BJP. The
Congress and Nationalist Congress
Party(NCP) will be in for big shocks. If
Uddhav Thackerayji does not stop tak-
ing jibes at others and instead think
about Maharashtra's development,
then the few workers left with him will
also leave. He will only have 'hum doh
hamare doh' and there will be no one
else with him," the BJP leader said.

Reacting to Maharashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole's statement terming
Devendra Fadnavis as Spider-Man for
his appointment as the guardian min-
ister of six districts, Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said the deputy chief min-
ister can not only manage six, but
even eight districts.

"He (Patole) does not know about

Fadnavis' ability, which the whole of
Maharashtra has seen from 2014-
2019. He (Fadnavis) does have any
private businesses, factory, societies
or banks. He works 18 hours a day for
the public and a person who works 18
hours for people can accept any chal-
lenge," Chandrashekhar Bawankule
said.

The BJP leader also took a pot shot
at senior NCP leader Chhagan Bhujbal
over the latter's comment about dis-
playing portraits of goddess Saraswati

at schools in Maharashtra.
Chhagan Bhujbal had last week

demanded that the portraits of social
reformers like Savitri Phule, Jyotiba
Phule, Shahu Maharaj, Bhaurao Patil,
and B R Ambedkar be displayed in
schools.

"The manner in which Bhujbal has
questioned the display of goddess
Saraswati's portraits in schools, he
sounds like Owaisi (AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi) of the NCP,"
Chandrashekhar Bawankule said.

"Will be left with hum do hamare do":
BJP leader jabs Uddhav Thackeray

GOLD, CASH WORTH OVER A CRORE RECOVERED IN THANE
Thane|Agencies

Unaccounted cash and two
gold biscuits collectively
worth Rs 1.71 crore were

found in the backpack of a pas-
senger at Titwala railway station
in Thane district of Maharashtra,
a Railway Protection Force (RPF)
official said on Monday.

The cash and gold biscuits
were handed over to the Income
Tax department for further inves-
tigation.

A team of Railway Protection

Force (RPF) detained Ganesh
Mondal, who was moving suspi-
ciously on the railway station

platform, on October 1.
The search of his backpack

revealed he was carrying Rs 56
lakh cash and two gold biscuits
worth ? 1,15,16,903, the official
said, adding that Mondal cannot
give a satisfactory reply about the
source of the money and gold.

Mondal told RPF officials that
he was coming from Lucknow
and travelled in Pushpak Express.

Income Tax officials were
informed about the seizure and
the case was handed over to
them, he said.

MAN DIES WHILE
DANCING; FATHER
RUSHED HIM TO
HOSPITAL DIES
OF SHOCK

Palghar: A 35-year-old
man died while dancing at
a garba event in Virar town
of Maharashtra's Palghar
district, police said on
Monday.

Manish Narapji Sonigra
collapsed while dancing at
a garba event at Global City
complex in Virar on the
intervening night of
Saturday and Sunday, an
official from Virar police
said.The man was rushed
to a hospital by his father
Narapji Sonigra (66) and
was declared dead. On
hearing about the death,
the man's father also col-
lapsed and died on the
spot, he said.

Leopard Enters
Residential Area In Nashik;
Rescued After 8 Hours

The bodies have been
sent for post mortem and a
case of accidental death
has been registered, the
official added.

INTERNATIONAL
DRUG RACKET
BUSTED IN
MUMBAI

Mumbai: The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has unearthed an
international smuggling racket of drugs
in a multi-agency coordinated opera-
tion across three states.

Based on intelligence input, officers
of DRI, Mumbai seized 3.5 Kg of hydro-
ponic weed from a US-origin postal
consignment fabricated as 'food items'
at the Foreign Post Office, Mumbai. The
said consignment was consigned to
Hyderabad, Telangana.

DRI investigation revealed that the
cartel operated from different states and
the consignment was to be exchanged
in Delhi instead of sending to
Hyderabad at the consignee address.

Surveillance was kept and two per-
sons including the mastermind of the
cartel were arrested in Hyderabad, said
DRI. Further investigation revealed the
use of dark web in placing orders from
the US and the use of cryptocurrency in
making payments for the same.

The agency said a total of 5.3 Kg of
ganja (hydroponic weed) having a value
of Rs 2.36 crores in the illicit market has
been recovered and seized in this case
including 1.8 kgs seized from Delhi.
Further investigation is in progress.

100-year-old Ex-Army officer
motivates Anand Mahindra

TAKING FORWARD BALA
SAHEB'S LEGACY: EKNATH

SHINDE ON DUSSEHRA RALLY 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Shiv Sena workers will attend his Dussehra rally in
Mumbai in huge numbers, asserted Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on Sunday, even as a separate

rally held by his rival Uddhav Thackeray is likely to make the
events a show of strength amid a legacy dispute.

The Shinde faction has the majority to prove before the
Election Commission its claim over the party, he told NDTV.

The latest point of friction between the Shinde and Uddhav
Thackeray camps was the Dussehra rally, with both the fac-
tions demanding the Shivaji Park in Mumbai as the venue.
The Bombay high court has allowed the Thackeray camp to
hold its rally at the park, while the Shinde faction will hold
theirs at the BKC grounds in the city.

Shinde said preparations are in full swing for his rally that
will be attended by "lakhs of people" from all across
Maharashtra. On whether the party workers will be confused
over the two separate rallies amid the legacy dispute, he
invoked the ideology of party founder Balasaheb Thackeray.

"Ideas are important and we are taking forward the ideolo-
gy of Balasaheb Thackeray. We are taking his role forward.
That's why we are getting support from the people. The
response I get from people wherever I go shows that they
accepted us and therefore they will come in huge numbers,"
he said.

He, however, denied that this will be a show of strength by
his government.

"We don't show any strength anywhere. We are just work-
ing for the people. People know who is doing the real work.
They know that we deliver what we speak. Our role is clear -
to take forward this state and the common people of this
state. We are doing the work of aapla manus (our people),"
said the Chief Minister.
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H
ollywood star Christian

Bale really wants to have

a cameo role in a 'Star

Wars' film. Desperate to appear in the

franchise for several years, the actor

would even be happy just to play a

masked stormtrooper with no lines, so

he'd feel incredibly "fortunate" if he was

offered a part in the movie world which

was "more than that,".
"All I ever

wanted in
'Star Wars' was to be in a

'Star Wars' outfit and hit

my head on a door or

something as I

walked through," he

said.
"The real nerds

who watched 'Star

Wars' way too many

times always knew

about that one scene

where the

Stormtrooper hits his

head on the door as he

comes through. I wanted

to be that guy. That was it.

But look, if I'm fortunate

enough to be more than that,

oh man, yeah. What a delight that

would be. I've still got the figures from when I was little."

The star is hopeful he's got the right connections to bag

his dream role one day. He added, "I also know Kathy

Kennedy very well because she was working with

Spielberg when I did 'Empire of the Sun', and now, she

runs the Star Wars universe." After working with

Christopher Nolan on 'The Dark Knight' trilogy and

'The Prestige', it has been over 10 years since the

pair last collaborated and Bale said he'd jump at

the chance to work with the "extraordinary" direc-

tor on another project.

He said: "I would love to work with Chris

again. He's an extraordinary filmmaker,

and I've got very good memories of work-

ing with him. So, likewise. I feel the same."

Los Angeles | Agencies

Isobel Steele has reportedly quit Emmerdale after six years on the show, hoping to focus more on her budding music career than acting. The
screen star, 21, has portrayed Liv Flaherty in the soap for six years - joining in
January 2016, when she was just 15 years old.
And in light of the exit, bosses are thought to be planning a dramatic plot

twist for her character - which will see her killed off the show later this
month. 

Isobel won Best Young Actor at the British Soap Awards in 2018 for her
portrayal of Liv in Emmerdale - which saw her join the show's famous
Dingle family after marrying character Vinny (Bradley Johnson). But
according to local newspaper, the actress is ready to branch out and 'try

new things' as she makes a go of her music career. A source told the
publication: 'It's been a big decision for Isobel but she's ready to try
new things. 

'She feels like she's done all she can at Emmerdale and wants to
focus on her music career and make a real go of it.'  

Emmerdale have been bringing their A-game for this month's
episodes to celebrate their 50 year anniversary - with the

source adding the Isobel's exit will tie into the dramatic
bout of episodes, noting that they have 'pulled out all
the stops'.

'Viewers are going to be on the edge of
their seats as it all plays out and Liv is
killed off. It's a real heartbreaker, a
death fans will remember for
a long time to come,'
they explained.

06

All
I ever wanted is to
be in 'Star Wars':

Christian Bale 

New Delhi, Tuesday, October 04, 2022

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Demi Rose

hollywood

Isobel Steele has quit the soap after
six years to focus on music career

FBI HAS WASTED 40
YEARS WATCHING ARETHA
FRANKLIN, SAYS HER SON

Los Angeles | Agencies

The FBI had a 270-page file on the late music icon Aretha
Franklin after spying on her for 40 years, an investigation
from Rolling Stone has found.

The Queen of Soul, who died of cancer in August 2018, aged 76,
was reportedly the target of surveillance, subjected to false phone
calls and had her inner circle infiltrated by spies, according to
documents obtained by Rolling Stone from the organisation.

According to the outlet, the lengthy file is filled with phrases
such as "Black extremists," "pro-communist," "hate America,"
"radical," "racial violence," and "militant Black power" and was
filled with suspicion about the singer, her work, and the activists
and entertainers she spent time with.

The FBI regularly tracked the 'Respect' singer's addresses and
phone numbers and seemed to be particularly interested in her
civil rights work and association with the likes of Martin Luther
King Jr. and Angela Davis.

Aretha's son, Kecalf Franklin, is unsure whether the singer
knew she was under surveillance but thinks it was a "waste of
time" to spend so many years following her "every move" after the
bureau failed to link his mother to any type of extremist activity.

He said: "I'm not really sure if my mother was aware that she
was being targeted by the FBI and followed. I do know that she
had absolutely nothing to hide though... It does make me feel a
certain way knowing the FBI had her targeted and wanted to
know her every move."

"But at the same time knowing my mother and the way she ran
her business I know she had nothing to hide so they wouldn't
have found anything and were wasting their time. As you see they
found nothing at all."

Some documents indicated there may be additional material in
the FBI's possession and Rolling Stone have asked them to make
available any and all additional records. The FBI have yet to com-
ment on the report.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Julia Fox has opened up about
how it has been 'very difficult" man-
aging her career while suffering from

obsessive-compulsiveness disorder (OCD)
and ADHD - attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder.

Responding to a fan who asked
her to make a video about "navi-
gating" her work while being
"neurodivergent", Fox replied in
a TikTok clip shot just after she
got out of a shower: "It's been
very difficult. I have bouts of like,
great productivity, where I'm on
top of the world and just feeling
like I'm invincible. "And then, I
have moments of like, deep,
deep, deep, stagnant type of
feeling, like I just can't f****g
move."

Sporting bleached eye-
brows, Fox added: "I've never
really talked about it, but like,
ADHD is really tough. I
have a little bit of OCD as
well, which I just realised was
OCD, because I used to count
the number of letters inside of words in
my head, and I'd always want them to
reach to 10, and if I'm not smoking
weed, I'm literally counting,".

She continued about using marijuana
to manage her symptoms: "So, the weed
quiets down the OCD, but it does not
help with the productivity issue with
the ADHD. Ugh, it's just too much."

Fox has previously said breaking up
with her ex Kanye West, was like "hit-
ting a reset button" and called it "the
best thing that could've happened to
me".

She told a magazine there were "red
flags" in their relationship including
"unresolved issues" the rapper was bat-
tling, which led to them splitting in
February.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Mila Kunis recently
revealed that her husband
Ashton Kutcher confessed his

love for her in a drunken state. The
pair appeared together at the start of
their career on hit sitcom 'That '70s
Show' before forging
their success-
ful

careers.
But away from the camera, love was

blossoming. And now Mila has con-
firmed Ashton's comments regarding
the first time he told her he loved her.
The star confessed he made his
announcement while he was drinking
and now Mila has admitted this was
actually the case, saying he had plied
himself with Tequila.

Speaking to Entertainment Tonight
at the premiere for her new flick
'Luckiest Girl Alive', Mila said her

man had "a little too much tequila".
"It really happened," she

revealed, "Oh, I remember that
night. I didn't have tequila. I was

sober and I was like, 'Oh my god.'

It happened, guys." Leading online
portal further states that she also
admitted that she repaid the sweet
gesture after realising she too was in
love. The comments come after the
duo had to deal with a worrying situa-
tion during lockdown in which Ashton
says he's "lucky to be alive". The actor
detailed the awful symptoms that he
suffered due to a rare autoimmune
disorder in an episode of 'Running
Wild with Bear Grylls: The Challenge'.
He said, "Like two years ago, I had this
weird, super rare form of vasculitis
that knocked out my vision, it knocked
out my hearing, and it knocked out all
my equilibrium. It took me like a year
to build it all back up."

Ashton Kutcher confessed his love
for Mila Kunis in drunken state

If I am not 'smoking weed', I am
counting: Julia Fox on her OCD 



Gandhinagar | Agencies

Gulveer Singh came up with a doughty
effort to win the men's 10,000m with a
Games Record timing in the Athletics

competition on Monday, helping Services
consolidate their position at the top of the
36th National Games medal tally.

Services, the three-time defending champi-
ons, spurted to the pole position for the first
time on Sunday, thanks to a good show in
rowing and gymnastics.

Gulveer Singh enjoyed a massive advantage
over his main rivals, Uttar Pradesh's Abhishek
Pal and Kartik Kumar, as they had to recover
from the rigours of their triumphant 5000m
run 48 hours earlier.

For much of the race, he tailed his team-
mates Sawan Barwal as well as Kartik Kumar
and Abhishek Pal. He, however, made a deci-
sive shift with about 250m to go to emerge the
winner in 28:54.29.

Abhishek Pal spiritedly overtook the leader
from the outside but seemed to lose his
rhythm a bit on the curve. He then had to

fight hard to keep his silver medal position,
with Kartik Kumar summoning his last
ounces of energy to mount a challenge over
the last few metres.

All three came home with personal best
times inside G Lakshmanan's Games mark of
29:13.50.
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Sylhet (Bangladesh) | Agencies

Sabbhineni Meghana struck her maiden T20I
fifty and shared a 116-run opening stand with
Shafali Verma, the highest partnership in the

tournament till now, to set the base for India beat-
ing Malaysia by 30 runs via DLS method in the
rain-affected match of the Women's Asia Cup at
Sylhet Outer Cricket Stadium on Monday.

The win on Monday is also India's second suc-
cessive victory in the league stage of the tourna-
ment, standing on par with Pakistan in points. But
due to Pakistan having a superior net run rate,
India are second on the points table behind them.

Meghana, opening the batting with Shafali in
place of Smriti Mandhana, who was one of the
four players to be rested apart from Sneh Rana,
Pooja Vastrakar and Renuka Thakur for the match
against Malaysia, struck a stroke-filled knock of 69
off 53 balls, hitting 11 crisp fours and a six at a
strike-rate of 130.18 after India were inserted into
batting first.

While Shafali was scratchy and attempted to
find some rhythm, Meghana was at her free-flow-
ing best to get her fifty in her 13th T20I match for
India, using her wrists well to hit eye-catchy

punches, drives and slog-sweeps with immaculate
ease before being dismissed in the 14th over.

Shafali found some rhythm with 46 off 39 balls,
smashing a four and three sixes before being clean
bowled in the 19th over, a knock which would do
good to her confidence and towards the path of
finding form.

Despite Kiran Navgire falling for a golden duck,
Richa Ghosh made a quickfire 33 not out off 19
balls, smacking five fours and a six, while Dayalan

Hemalatha hit a four and six on the last two balls
of the innings as India posted a massive 181/4.
Captain Harmanpreet Kaur, Jemimah Rodrigues
and Deepti Sharma not batting at their usual posi-
tions to give batting chances to other batters'.

In response, Malaysia lost their openers, cap-
tain Winifred Duraisingam and Wan Julia inside
first 19 balls of their chase, to Deepti Sharma and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad respectively, before rain
paused the proceedings at 5.2 overs.

It was enough to be constituted as a game and
for the DLS method to be implemented, with
India winning by 30 runs, thanks to the fast start
by Meghana in power-play. When rain stopped
the match, DLS par score at that moment was 46,
of which Malaysia were well behind. India's next
match will be against UAE at the same venue on
Tuesday.

India beat Malaysia by 30
runs in rain-affected match

Gulveer Singh caps maiden 

season with record-breaking

effort to win 10000m gold

Lahore | Agencies

An unbeaten 78 by Dawid Malan
and useful contributions from
Ben Duckett (30) and Harry

Brook (46 not out) propelled England
to a 67-run series-winning victory
against Pakistan in the seventh and
final T20I at the Gaddafi Stadium
here on Sunday night.

The 4-3 series win will be a big
boost for the reigning ODI world
champions as they aim for the ICC
T20 World Cup trophy later this
month in Australia.

Chasing 210 for victory, Pakistan
could manage just 142/8 in 20 overs
with Chris Woakes wreaking havoc at
the top of the order by dismissing
skipper Babar Azam (4) and then get-
ting rid of the dangerous Shan
Masood (56).

England, despite being without
regular skipper Jos Buttler who is
nursing a calf injury, and charismatic
batters Jonny Bairstow and Liam
Livingstone, gave a commanding per-
formance under stand-in captain
Moeen Ali as the top order gave the
tourists a flourishing start.

Dawid Malan (78 not out) found
form in the final game of the series

and is likely to be a key player at the
T20 World Cup, while David Willey,
Chris Woakes and Reece Topley have
shown they are capable T20I per-
formers.

England now travel to Australia for

a three-match series against the T20
World Cup hosts, before a warm-up
match against Pakistan at The Gabba
on October 17. Their first match at
the T20 World Cup comes against
Afghanistan in Perth on October 22.

Women's
Asia Cup

Djokovic beats Cilic to clinch
Tel Aviv Open 2022 title

Tel Aviv (Israel) | Agencies

World No 7 and top seed Novak
Djokovic defeated second seed Marin
Cilic 6-3, 6-4 to clinch the Tel Aviv

Open 2022 title here on Sunday.
With the victory, the Serbian became the

first man to win a title on hard, clay (Rome)
and grass courts (Wimbledon) this season.

Djokovic did not lose a set at the indoor
hard-court ATP 250, where he was never in
difficulty against a lineup of dangerous oppo-
nents. The 35-year-old claimed his third tour-
level crown of 2022 and the 89th of his career.

Cilic entered the final having faced just four
break points all week, but he was under pres-
sure on serve throughout the championship
clash. Djokovic found great depth on his
returns against the big-serving Croatian,
which set the tone.

Djokovic constantly threatened his oppo-
nent's serve with his play from the back of the
court, while he dominated his own service
games behind his first serve. The Serbian did
not face a break point in the first set and when
he found himself in trouble at deuce while
serving for the set, he responded with back-
to-back aces.

Djokovic now leads the pair's ATP
Head2Head series 19-2. Thirteen of his 19 vic-
tories against the former World No. 3 have
come in straight sets. Despite the loss it was a

good week for Cilic, who celebrated his 34th
birthday on 28 September.

Djokovic is the fifth player to earn at least
three tour-level titles this season, joining
Carlos Alcaraz (5), Rafael Nadal (4), Andrey
Rublev (3) and Casper Ruud (4). The Serbian
will try to claim his fourth trophy of 2022 next
week at the Astana Open.

Several firsts to Suryakumar's name following his
blazing knock in second T20I v South Africa

Guwahati | Agencies

Charismatic India batter
Suryakumar Yadav might
have missed out on the 'Man

of the Match' award but his 61-run
effort off just 22 balls against South
Africa earned him several records
in the series-clinching second T20
International at the Barsapara
Cricket Stadium here on Sunday
night.

Suryakumar completed an 18-
ball half-century, the joint-second-
fastest for India in the format to
push India in the middle and end
overs. Yuvraj Singh still holds the
record for his 12-ball fifty in the
inaugural ICC T20 World Cup in
2007. Surya equalled KL Rahul's
feat to get to a brilliant fifty.

India set up a mammoth 237/3
in 20 overs in the second T20I of
the three-match series and then
restricted the Proteas to 221/3 to

emerge victorious by 16 runs and
take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the
series.

Suryakumar also created another
record during his knock, getting to
1,000 T20I runs and becoming the
quickest (in terms of balls faced) to
the landmark. Australian all-
rounder Glenn Maxwell had held
the record for getting there in 604
balls, but Yadav easily surpassed
that, making the feat off his 573rd
ball in T20Is.

The partnership between Virat
Kohli and Surya Kumar (102 in 42
balls) was also India's quickest
stand of 100 runs or more in this
format, according to ICC.

India also ensured their first-ever
bilateral series win at home over
South Africa. In the previous three
series played in India, South Africa
had come out on top once (2015)
while the remaining two series
were drawn (2019, 2022).

There's no replacement in the
world for Jasprit: Shane Watson
Dubai | Agencies

Former Australia all-
rounder Shane Watson
feels pace bowler

Mohammad Siraj could
replace India spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah, should he be
ruled out of the ICC T20
World Cup in Australia com-
mencing on October 16,
though he added that no one
in the world can replace the
28-year-old quick.

India head coach Rahul
Dravid had said recently that
the injured Bumrah is in the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) and the team manage-
ment is waiting for official
confirmation on the next
steps, adding that till the time
the pacer is not officially

ruled out of the T20 World
Cup, they will always be
hopeful. The 28-year-old

Bumrah has been ruled out
of the ongoing T20I series
against South Africa with a

back injury which has cast
doubts over his participation
in the T20 World Cup.

Bumrah missed the Asia
Cup due to the same injury
but made his return in the
T20I series against Australia. 

Though he missed the first
game, he was available for
the final two matches which
India won to clinch the
series. Unfortunately, ahead
of the first T20I against South
Africa, BCCI provided an
update that Bumrah 
complained of back pain
during the practice session,
thus ruling him out of the
series.

Watson felt Siraj's firepow-
er was comparable with
Bumrah's, which would be
"vital" on Australian wickets.

Real Madrid held by Osasuna,
Barca rise to top La Liga standings

Madrid | Agencies

Real Madrid surrendered the leader-
ship of La Liga to Barcelona after
being held to a 1-1 draw at home by

Osasuna on Sunday evening. Karim
Benzema was back in the starting 11, while
Andriy Lunin replaced Thibaut Courtois in
goal after the Belgian had to drop out with a
back injury.

Madrid took the lead with a stroke of for-
tune and a dose of controversy in the 42nd
minute when Vinicius Jr's cross went in at
the far post. Osasuna players claimed off-
side as VAR rejected the visitors' appeals.

Real Betis suffered their second defeat of
the season when they lost 1-0 away to Celta
Vigo. Betis' options were severely reduced
after 20 minutes when Luis Felipe was sent

off for a professional foul.
Valencia saved a point in the 96th minute

after Espanyol keeper Alvaro Fernandez
made a huge error to allow Eray Comert's
speculative lob to loop into the net.

Real Sociedad won a thrilling and chaot-
ic game 5-3 away to Girona with Alexander
Sorloth, Martin Zubimendi, Brais Mendes
and Takefusa Kubo scoring for the visitors,
who took the lead and then had to come
back from behind after Rodrigo Riquelme,
Arnau Martinez and Valentin Castellano
netted for the home side.

On Saturday, Robert Lewandowski's goal
after 20 minutes was enough to give
Barcelona a 1-0 win away to Mallorca,
which takes them top of the table.

Mallorca had chances to level through
Jaume Costa, Vedat Muriqi and Lee Kang-

in, but Barca keeper Marc-Andre Ter
Stegen, who has now gone 534 minutes
without conceding a goal, saw Barca cling
on for the win.

Marcos Llorente and Alvaro Morata gave
Atletico Madrid a comfortable 2-0 win away
to Sevilla, whose coach Julen Lopetegui is
in danger of the sack after his side have
taken just five points from a possible 21.

Cadiz defended stoutly to draw 0-0 at
home to Villarreal, with the help of some
excellent saves from keeper Jeremias
Ledesma.

Valladolid won an entertaining game 3-2
win away to Getafe.

Sergio Leon's penalty put Valladolid
ahead in the 19th minute, before Borja
Mayoral (28 minutes) and Damien Sanchez
(30 minutes) reacted to put Getafe in front.

FORMULA 1: PEREZ HOLDS

ON TO SINGAPORE WIN 
Singapore: Red Bull

driver Sergio Perez held on
to his victory in the
Singapore Grand Prix on
Sunday despite a five-sec-
ond penalty handed to him
following a post-race inves-
tigation for an alleged
Safety Car infringement.

Perez was investigated
for two instances of failing
to keep within 10 car lengths of the Safety Car during a pair of
caution periods. However, the Mexican driver was handed a
reprimand for the first one, which occurred on Lap 10 after
Zhou Guanyu and Nicholas Latifi made contact. Perez
explained his infringement by claiming that his brakes and
tyres hadn't been warm enough in the damp conditions to
keep pace with the Safety Car. He was, however, handed a five-
second penalty and two penalty points on his licence, for the
second violation, with the stewards ruling: "Article 55.10 of the
FIA Formula 1 Sporting Regulations requires that the leader
must keep within 10 car lengths of the Safety Car once
deployed until the lights are extinguished".

BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess

India 181/4 in 20 overs (Sabbhineni Meghana
69, Shafali Verma 46; Nur Dania Syuhada 2/9,
Winifred Duraisingam 2/36) beat Malaysia
16/2 in 5.2 overs (Rajeshwari Gayakwad 1/6,
Deepti Sharma 1/10) by 30 runs via DLS
method.

NATIONAL GAMES

England thrash Pakistan by 67 runs
to clinch seven-match T20I series 4-3

Brief scores
England 209/3 (Dawid Malan 78
not out, Ben Duckett 30, Harry
Brook 46 not out) beat Pakistan
142/8 (Shan Masood 56; Chris
Woakes 3/26) by 67 runs.



KARANVIR BOHRA
ADMIRES GUL KHAN

FOR HOW SHE STYLES
HER CHARACTERS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Karanvir Bohra,
who will be soon seen
in the upcoming sea-

son of the streaming show
'Aashiqana', said that he has
been a fan of the series director
Gul Khan with regards to how
she stylises her characters.

Elaborating on the same,
the actor said in a state-
ment, "I have always
admired Gul Khan's way
of styling characters. They
always have a certain
zing to them, which is
how you get an incredi-
ble romantic thriller like
'Aashiqana'".

The show is a
romantic-thriller, a
genre that the actor
thoroughly enjoyed
working in, as he

mentioned, "I enjoy
this genre and
the storytelling
of such shows,
and it's always

a pleasure to
work with
Gul Khan, I

trust her com-
pletely."
The new season of

the hit show will bring
before viewers a brand new chap-
ter of the key characters of Chikki
and Yash and their romance.

Karanvir, will be seen taking on an
all-new avatar in the series that will

become a new obstacle in Yash and
Chikki's life.

You
have to be yourself, and

that's challenging: Sunny
Leone on non-fiction shows

Team Absolute|Mumbai

As Sunny Leone kicks off the new season of youth-based reality show
'Splitsvilla', the actress on why it is the most exciting genre to pull off.
She says non-fiction is always difficult to shoot and perform as one has

to be themselves and that's the most challenging and most fun thing to do.
With the new season in Goa, she tells us that this is the toughest genre to
shoot. The actress is soon going to star opposite Vishnu Manchu in the
upcoming Pan-India film 'Ginna'. From shooting a multilingual film to doing
an action packed web series, the actress has done it all in 2022. But what
turned out to be the most thrilling for her is 'Splitsvilla'.

Revealing the reason, she said: "At its core, this reality show is about
love, longing and heartbreak. To see young people go through that jour-
ney is both heartening and sometimes tough to judge. Human beings are
flawed by nature and so when we show these real emotions on screens,

even as judges we find it hard to gauge who is right and who is wrong.
She added: "Moreover, every year, the attempt to do something unex-

pected and keep the conversations fresh. The whole team endeav-
ours to retain the snazziness of the show and blend it with gen-

uine emotions. Non-fiction is always difficult to shoot and per-
form. You have to be yourself and some-

times that's the most challenging
and most fun thing to do."

Team Absolute|Ayodhya

One of the most-anticipated films,
Adipurush's teaser was unveiled at
Sarayu River in Ayodhya amidst the

presence of cast and makers of the film.
Present at the grand event was Producer
Bhushan Kumar, Director Om Raut, Prabhas,
and Kriti Sanon.

Leaving no stones unturned, touted as one
of grandest and never done before launch, the
50 ft tall poster of the film and unveiled the
teaser on the banks of Sarayu.

At the event, the cast and makers expressed
their excitement regarding the film.

Expressing that he was frightening playing
Lord Ram's Role,
Prabhas said, "With
lot of love, respect

and fear we did this film. Ab bas shree Ram ji
ki Kripa hai. Jai Shree Ram"

When asked about the quality he imbibed
from his character, he said, "Dedication, loyal-
ty and discipline. All humans are trying to do
for centuries but we are still humans and he is
god." While Kriti expressed her gratitude for
the love teaser received. She said, "I am very
excited about the event as it took place on the
auspicious occasion of Navratri that too at
Sarayu River. Very few actors get a chance to
play such a character, and I've got this quiet
early in my career. This is a very memorable
role for me and because of which I was emo-
tional on the last day of shoot. It has been a
dream come true experience." For the
unversed, the flick also stars Saif Ali Khan as
antagonist and is all set to release on 12
January 2023.

Shachi Chaturvedi |Mumbai

Goddess Siddhidatri, the ninth
form of Goddess Durga, is
worshipped on the ninth day of

Navratri. The worship of
Siddhidatri, the daughter of all
siddhis, is particularly important. 

As the ninth day of Navratri
approaches, our country will cele-
brate Dussehra tomorrow, which
represent the triumph of
good over evil. On this
occasion, Saiyami Kher shares
her thoughts on the good and
bad aspects of our society in an
exclusive interview with
Absolute India News. 

"The evil of looking at
the woman as an object
and thinking that it's easy to
take charge of her life and
control era. As a woman,
my message to society is
don't forget what hap-
pened to Lankesh after
Sita Haran. The con-
stant judgment towards
women for being too opin-
ionated, too liberal, too
independent? Why does
this society have a prob-
lem accepting such
women? I think we all
need to wake up and smell
the coffee" 

Sayami continues and
shares her unforgettable
memory of Dussehra.
"Ravan Dahan and with
that burning of ego,
overconfidence and
high self-esteem."
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We all need to wake
up and smell the 

coffee: Saiyami Kher

Prabhas on his upcoming
film: with lot of love,

respect and fear we did this 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Karan Deol shares
his excitement on shar-
ing screen space with

his father and Bollywood star
Sunny Deol in 'Apne 2', a
sequel to the 2007 sports
drama 'Apne' starring veteran
actor Dharmendra and his
sons. Karan, who was seen in
his father's directorial 'Pal Pal
Dil Ke Paas', talks about his
experience working with
Sunny. He said: "The climax is
here. The final read of 'Apne'
starts with Neeraj Sir and my
father who will also be my co-
star. No bigger dream than this
where I am getting not only to
work with him but also to
share the screen space with

him." He added on how he
has put all his efforts to give
his best and he is looking
ahead to the response of the
viewers. "The experience till
now has been amazing. I have
indulged myself so much into

the script that I cannot wait to
go on floors for the shoot."

'Apne 2' is all set to go on
floors soon. Sunny Deol is also
shooting for a sequel to 2001
film 'Gadar' and 'Soorya' is
also in the pipeline.

KARAN ON SHARING SCREEN WITH FATHER SUNNY
DEOL: NO BIGGER DREAM THAN THIS

Team Absolute|Chennai

RMadhavan, better known
as actor Maddy to his
fans and followers, on

Monday expressed his deep
appreciation for a short film
titled, 'I am going to tell
GOD everything' saying, the
well made film had left him
"moved and rattled."

Taking to Instagram,
Maddy wrote, "An eye-open-
er and something that will
question every action that we
do today. Weren't we supposed
to be the evolved ones?

"Wasn't love, compassion and
understanding supposed to be the
whole mock of every civilization? When

did we start turning into such
horrendous beasts? What a

well-made film my dear bro
Jaypatel... moved and rat-

tled. Watch this one guys "I
am going to tell GOD
everything.". A must
watch."

The short film is a true
story and is based on real
events with a rollercoast-
er of emotions.

Produced by an Indian
American film producer

Jay Patel, the Hollywood
short film emphasises non-

violence and anti-war. The
movie depicts the outcome of

war and its devastating impact,
especially on children and women.

R Madhavan says, this short film is

"An eye-opener"
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