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Calcutta HC rejects plea of 3
Jharkhand MLAs for CBI probe...

Amid continuous sloganeering by the
opposition members,
the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday passed the
'Family Courts
(Amendment) Bill,
2022' by a voice vote.
Lok Sabha had
passed this bill
last week.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

mid continuous
sloganeering by
the opposition
members, the
Rajya Sabha on
Thursday passed the 'Family
Courts (Amendment) Bill,
2022' by a voice vote. Lok
Sabha had passed this bill
last week.Opposition members led by Congress were
protesting alleging misuse of
investigating agencies by the
government against the
political opponents.
In response to the discussion on the bill, Union
Minister of Law and Justice

❝
Kiren Rijiju talked about the
need to have the legislation
passed considering the long
list of pending cases.
He said that there are at
present 715 family courts in
the country with over 11
lakh pending cases and the
government is emphasising
to have at least one family
court in each district for
speedy disposal of cases.
According to the Family
Court Act of 1984, it is
mandatory for a state government to set up a family
court for every city or a town
whose population exceeds
one million.
The Minister informed
the House that the Union
government has already

asked judicial officers to give
importance to family matters.Rijiju further mentioned
that in India, marriage is not
only a union of two individuals but that of families and
communities, and that when
a marriage breaks down, a
structure crumbles.Hitting
out at the opposition members, Rijiju said that he
wanted to have a detailed
discussion on the important
bill but the way the
Opposition, specially
Congress members,
behaved, it won't be possible.As soon as the bill was
passed, Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairman Harivansh
Narayan Singh adjourned
the House for the day.

KHARGE
QUIZZED BY ED
DURING SEARCH
OPERATION IN
NATIONAL
HERALD CASE
New Delhi: In the latest development in connection with the
National Herald issue,
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
officials quizzed senior Congress
leader Mallikarjuna Kharge during the search operation at the
office of Young Indian (YI) Pvt
Ltd.Kharge, being the principal
official of YI, was assisting the
ED officials when he was
quizzed.He was quizzed over a
few documents of YI.On
Thursday a team of ED officials
reached the YI office for the
search operation. They also
opened the office of YI which
had been sealed.The ED had
earlier accused Mallikarjuna
Kharge and Pawan Bansal of not
cooperating despite sending two
emails to them. On Wednesday,
the ED officials had sealed the YI
office saying nobody was assisting them and they were forced
to do so.On Thursday Kharge
reached the YI office and assisted the ED officials in the search
operation. During the search
proceedings Kharge was quizzed
regarding a few documents. The
search operation was still going
on at the time of filing this report.

B'desh to allow ferrying of petroleum
products to NE states via its territory
The Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL) has signed an
MoU with the Bangladesh
Roads and Highways
Department in Dhaka for
emergency ferrying of petroleum products to the northeastern states of India through
Bangladesh's territory, an official said on Thursday.
Agartala|Agencies

T

he Indian Oil Corporation Limited
(IOCL) has signed an MoU with
the Bangladesh Roads and
Highways Department in Dhaka for
emergency ferrying of petroleum products to the northeastern states of India
through Bangladesh's territory, an official said on Thursday. An IOCL official
said here that the MoU was signed following the Indian government's request
to ferry transport fuel and other petroleum products through Bangladesh's territory when rail and road transportation
gets disrupted during monsoon.
"The MoU was signed in Dhaka on
Wednesday as an interim arrangement
to facilitate urgent ferrying of petroleum
products after damage to railway lines

and highways due to rains or any other
natural calamity," the official told IANS.
According to the proposed arrangement, petroleum tankers from Assam
would go to Meghalaya and then to
Tripura crossing through Bangladesh's
territory. As per the MoU, the IOCL
would bear all the administrative fees,
charges and local taxes, including road
usage fee, for the use of Bangladeshi territory and highways.
Few years ago also, transport fuel and
other petroleum products were ferried
to the northeastern states via
Bangladesh when railway tracks and
roads were badly damaged by heavy
rains, floods and landslides.
Essentials and transport fuel can be
ferried using the Dawki (Meghalaya)Bangladesh-Kailashahar (Tripura) route.

Tripura and Mizoram had earlier
approached the External Affairs Ministry
to bring essential supplies and transport
fuel via Bangladesh as the rail links had
been cut off for over two months while
the vital highways in Assam and
Meghalaya were also damaged.After
over two months, the Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR), following the restoration
of the damaged railway tracks, resumed
passenger train services in the LumdingBadarpur section in Assam on July 22,
reconnecting Tripura, Mizoram,
Manipur and the southern part of
Assam with the rest of the country.
The freight train services were started
on July 12 in the Lumding-Badarpur
section via the Dima Hasao district.
In the hill section under Lumding
division, both passenger and freight
train services were cancelled due to
heavy rains and landslides on May 14.
The director of Tripura Food and Civil
Supplies Department, Tapan Kumar
Das, said on Thursday that currently
there are sufficient stocks of fuel and
essentials in the state.
"Rail service and road transportation
are now normal between Tripura and
other parts of the country," he told IANS.
The four-month long Southwest monsoon season is expected to come to an
end in September.

After 49 years, a direct appointee from
the Bar set to become the Chief Justice
New Delhi|Agencies

O

utgoing Chief Justice of India NV
Ramana on Thursday recommended
the name Justice UU Lalit as his successor, paving the way for a direct appointee
from the Bar to become the Chief Justice
after a gap of 49 years. Justice Lalit, the
seniormost judge in the Supreme Court,
would be the 49th Chief Justice of India, after
the government accepts the recommendation. On August 13, 2014, he was elevated to
the apex court directly from the Bar. Justice
Lalit would be having a short tenure of less
than three months as the CJI. He will retire
on November 8. After Justice SM Sikri, who
was appointed directly from the Bar to the
apex court as a judge, Justice Lalit will be the
second such CJI. Justice Sikri was the 13th
CJI from January 1971 to April 1973.
According to a communication from the
top court, "Chief Justice of India Justice N.V.
Ramana today recommended the name of
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit as his successor to
the Minister for Law and Justice. Justice
Ramana personally handed over a copy of
his letter of recommendation dated
03.08.2022 to Justice Lalit today (04.08.2022)
in the morning." Chief Justice Ramana, who
is set to demit office on August 26 on superannuation, on Wednesday received a communication from the Minister of Law and
Justice to nominate his successor.Justice
Lalit, who specialises in criminal law, was
designated as a senior advocate by the

CWG 2022, cricket South Africa
Women hammer Sri Lanka...

Oppn protests in Parliament against
'misuse' of probe agencies by Centre
Both the Houses of Parliament on Thursday witnessed protests
by opposition members against the alleged misuse of investigating agencies by the government against political opponents.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

B

oth the Houses of
Parliament on
Thursday witnessed
protests by opposition
members against the
alleged misuse of investigating agencies by the government against political opponents.Opposition members
led by the Congress in both
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha protested against the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raids and summons
against Opposition
leaders.The Lok Sabha proceedings were first
adjourned until 2 p.m. and
then adjourned for the day
after opposition members
continued loud sloganeering over the misuse of the
ED against political
rivals.Congress members
tried to raise the issue of the
alleged misuse of the ED
but Rajya Sabha Chairman
M. Venkaiah Naidu said that
he will listen to them after
papers are laid on the table.
After the papers were laid,

Naidu said he has received
five notices under Rule 267
but none has been admitted
and he was not admitting
them as the issues can be
raised in any other form.
The Rajya Sabha first
adjourned till 12 noon as
the opposition benches
protested against the misuse
of the ED. As the chairman
gave permission, Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
said that the investigating
agencies were being mis-

used against the opposition
parties to suppress them.
Members from the treasury
benches opposed Kharge's
remark and heated
exchanges took place
between the two sides.
As the disruption continued, the Chairman
adjourned the Rajya Sabha
till 12 noon. When the
House resumed proceedings at 12 noon, Question
Hour was held amid loud
sloganeering and disruption
from the Opposition, who

ISRO gearing up for launch of
small rocket SSLV on Aug 7
India's newest rocket, the 34 metre tall and weighing 120 ton Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) will lift off from the first launch pad
at the Sriharikota rocket port on August 7 at 9.18 a.m. on its maiden
flight, said Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on Thursday.
Chennai|Agencies

I

ndia's newest rocket, the 34 metre
tall and weighing 120 ton Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) will
lift off from the first launch pad at the
Sriharikota rocket port on August 7 at
9.18 a.m. on its maiden flight, said
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) on Thursday.The three staged
SSLV-Developmental 1 (SSLV-D1) is primarily powered by solid fuel (total 99.2
ton) and also has a velocity trimming
module (VTM) powered by 0.05 ton of
liquid fuel for precise injection of satellites.The rocket with a maximum luggage carrying capacity of 500 kg will be
carrying an earth observation satellite02 (EOS-02) formerly known as
Microsatellite-2A weighing about 145
kg. Just over 12 minutes into its flight,
the SSLV-D1 will put into orbit the EOS2 satellite.Prior to that, the rocket will
coast - moving because of the momentum and not powered by its engines twice for about four minutes.
The piggyback luggage will be the
eight kg AZAADISAT built by 750 students of government schools facilitated
by SpaceKidz India.According to ISRO,

the SSLV is a ready to transfer rocket
with modular and unified systems with
standard interfaces for production by
the industry.The SSLV design drivers are
low cost, low turnaround time, flexibility
in accommodating multiple satellites,
launch-on-demand feasibility, minimal
launch infrastructure requirements and
others, ISRO said.The commercial arm
of ISRO, NewSpace India Ltd plans to
transfer the SSLV technology for production in the private sector.The Indian
space agency said the EOS-02 satellite is
an experimental optical imaging satellite with high spatial resolution. The
objective is to realise and fly an experimental imaging satellite with short turnaround time and showcase launch on
demand capability.According to ISRO,
the new technologies realised for the
microsat series of spacecrafts include
payloads with a common fore optics
and metallic primary mirror realised
with the limited mass and volume of
Microsat Bus.
With the new included in its product
lineup, ISRO will have three rockets Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle,
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle and SSLV.

were demanding a response
from the Prime Minister.
Kharge said that while the
House was in session he
had received a summons
from the ED to appear
before the agency at 12.30
pm. "I respect the law and
will appear before the law
enforcement agency,"
Kharge said.
Leader of the House in
the Rajya Sabha Piyush
Goyal said that the law
enforcing agencies were
doing their work and the
present government is not
interfering in their functioning.
After Question Hour amid
sloganeering, the Rajya
Sabha was adjourned till 2
p.m. for the lunch break.
Post lunch, the Rajya
Sabha passed the 'Family
Courts (Amendment) Bill,
2022' by a voice vote amid
continuous sloganeering by
the opposition members. As
soon as the bill was passed,
Rajya Sabha deputy chairman Harivansh adjourned
the House for the day.

GUJARAT MAN WITH
MONKEYPOX-LIKE
SYMPTOMS ADMITTED
IN HOSPITAL

Jamnagar (Saurashtra):
A 29-year-old man from rural
Jamnagar has been admitted to the
Guru Govindsingh Hospital (G G
hospital). The patient's blood samples have been sent to the
Ahmedabad B J Medical college
laboratory for testing, said Manoj
Aggarwal, Additional Chief
Secretary in the health department.
The patient was admitted on
Thursday afternoon with skin rashes, swollen lymph nodes on the
body, said Dr. Dipak Tiwari,
Superintendent at the G G hospital.
As the case is from the rural area,
the district health department will
be carrying out tracing and tracking
of the patient's travel history and
the people he came in contact with.

Assam police busted several modules
of terror outfit AQIS: CM Sarma
New Delhi|Agencies

A
Supreme Court in April 2004. He was
appointed as the special public prosecutor by
the top court for the CBI in all the 2G spectrum scam cases. He had also worked with
former Attorney General Soli Sorabjee
between 1986 and 1992.
In July, during a hearing on a matter,
Justice Lalit remarked that if children can go
to school at 7 a.m. everyday in the morning,
then why can't judges and lawyers come to
court at 9 a.m. Justice Lalit said "Ideally, we
should sit at 9 in the morning. I have always
said that if our children can go to school at 7
in the morning, why can't we come to court
at 9?" The bench also comprising justices S
Ravindra Bhat and Sudhanshu Dhulia began
hearing cases at 9.30 a.m. A bench headed by
Justice Lalit sentenced fugitive liquor baron
Vijay Mallya to four months of imprisonment
along with fine of Rs 2,000 for contempt of
court. He was a part of a five-judge
Constitution bench which declared the practice of triple talaq as unconstitutional.
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Chrissy Teigen announces pregnancy
two years after losing Jack...

Rajya Sabha passes Family
Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2022
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ssam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said the state
police have busted several
modules of the Al-Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent and the
Bangladesh-based Ansarullah
Bangla Team that were active to radicalise the youth of the
state.Guwahati, Aug 4 (IANS) Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said the state police have
busted several modules of the AlQaeda in the Indian Subcontinent
and the Bangladesh-based
Ansarullah Bangla Team that were
active to radicalise the youth of the
state.
The Chief Minister while talking
to the media on Thursday said that
many cadres of the extremist outfits
were arrested from some mosques
and madrassas in the recent times.
Urging the people, especially
those of the Muslim community, to
inform the police if they witness a
stranger in their locality serving as
the Imam of a mosque or teacher of
a madrassa, Sarma said that the

police would verify their
antecedents."Both the people and
the law enforcing agencies have to
keep a close vigil on the Imams and
the madrassa teachers, specially
those are strangers," he said.
The Assam government has
already closed down 800 government-run madrassas last year.
All government-run madrassas in
Assam were abolished and over 620
such institutions converted into
general schools from April 1 last
year.The Chief Minister said that
consultations were on at different
levels with all stakeholders on the
800 Quomi madrassas which are
among 1,500 private madrassas
functional in the state.
"The number of madrassas does
not automatically signify the number of 'jihadis'. Our objection is only
against unfamiliar teachers and
Imams. They are using some
madrassas as their shelter and we
have to find those madrassas," he
said.
The Chief Minister said that the
government did not find any links
between the radical group Popular

Front of India (PFI) and the five
modules busted by the police in
some districts of Assam.
"However, the PFI is creating an
ecosystem... the PFI is creating a
sentiment against Assam that
Muslims have been vicitmised in
Assam.
"The five modules busted by the
Assam police in the last five months
were involved in radicalising people," Sarma stated.
Tripura police have also arrested
three cadres of 'jihadis' and they
have links with those arrested in
Assam.
Incriminating documents, books,
including "jihadi literature", were
recovered from them.
Claiming that Assam has been for
quite some time on the Al-Qaeda's
radar, he said the police found the
involvement of six Bangladeshi
nationals in radicalising the youths
of Assam.
One of them, Mohammad
Suman, was arrested while the others had gone into hiding and they
had entered into Assam in 2016-17,
The Chief Minister said, adding that

Suman, who came to Assam from
West Bengal and then married a
local girl in Barpeta and settled
down there.
He was found working as the
Imam of a mosque, Sarma added.
The Chief Minister said that the
government is yet to know exactly
how many Bangladeshi nationals
entered Assam to indulge in such
inimical activities and how many
from Assam went to Bangladesh.
He said that the communication
mode and technology of these
Islamic fundamentalists groups are
found to be highly-sophisticated
and complicated.
"They use some apps that are
unknown to us. These made it very
difficult for us to track them," Sarma
said, adding that funds were sent to
them online in small amounts of Rs
20,000 to Rs 30,000 so that nobody
suspects them.
"All Muslims are not fundamentalists. In fact, we managed to bust
the modules and make the arrests
based on inputs shared by some
peace-loving and law-abiding
Muslims," the Chief Minister added.
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CALCUTTA HC REJECTS PLEA OF 3
JHARKHAND MLAS FOR CBI PROBE
 THE THREE CONGRESS
MLAS FROM JHARKHAND,
NABBED WITH A HUGE
AMOUNT OF CASH FROM
WEST BENGAL LAST WEEK,
RECEIVED A JOLT ON
THURSDAY AS THE
CALCUTTA HIGH COURT
REJECTED THEIR PLEA
THAT THEIR CASE BE
HANDED OVER TO CENTRAL
BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION (CBI).
Kolkata|Agencies

he three Congress MLAs from
Jharkhand, nabbed with a huge
amount of cash from West
Bengal last week, received a jolt on
Thursday as the Calcutta High Court
rejected their plea that their case be
handed over to Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). A single judge

T

bench of Justice Moushumi
Bhattacharya has maintained the
matter will continue to be probed by
the state police's CID. However, the
bench observed that if the petitioners
desire, they can approach a division
bench or higher court against her
decision. On June 20 evening, three
Congress MLAs from Jharkhand,
namely Irfan Ansari, Rajesh Kacchap
and Naman Bixal Kongari, were
nabbed by the police from Howrah

with a cash to the tune of Rs 49 lakh
in their vehicles. The CID took over
the investigation and the three MLAs
approached the high court.
West Bengal government's counsel, Anirban Roy argued that the
accused persons cannot have the
choice on which agency will probe
the charges framed against them.
"The accused persons cannot have
the choice of CBI or any other
agency. A separate FIR in the matter

has been filed at Ranchi. But since
the incidence of cash seizure happened in West Bengal, the FIR at
Ranchi is not admissible," Roy
added.Siddharth Luthra, the counsel
for the petitioners, argued that they
want the transfer of the investigation
process since the state police do not
have the right to arrest them. He also
alleged that the ruling party in West
Bengal is trying to gain political
mileage from the entire incident.
In his counter argument, the West
Bengal government's counsel said
that since the cash seizure was in an
area under the jurisdiction of the
state police, the latter have every
right to probe that matter.
After hearing both sides, Justice
Bhattacharya observed that on the
basis of assumptions, it is not possible to order for a transfer of probe
process from one agency to the other.
She also said that the statements
given by the three MLAs that they
brought the cash to purchase sarees
from Kolkata is not admissible and
hence the court does not find any
reason to interfere in the interrogation process.

Central agencies working like
BJP's wings: Tejashwi Yadav
Patna|Agencies

C

riticising the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), former Bihar deputy chief minister and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader Tejashwi Yadav on Thursday said the
ruling party is using central agencies only
against the Opposition parties' leaders.
"The central agencies are working like the
wings of the BJP in the country. They are acting only against leaders in the Opposition
parties. The officials in those agencies are
working under tremendous pressure and
they are forced to do one-sided investigations
to frame Opposition leaders," he said.
"I am not afraid of central agencies but
why they are targeting only the leaders of
opposition parties? Why are they not reaching Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul
Choksi? Where is Lalit Modi? Actress
Sushmita Sen has met Lalit Modi but central
agencies are unable to trace him and other
fugitives," Tejashwi said.
Ahead of the "Pratirodh March", the RJD is
trying to formulate a plan and make it successful. Yadav on Thursday met leaders of
Left parties and Congress to make the rally
successful. Tejashwi Yadav also slammed the
Narendra Modi-led Central government, saying: "The people of the country are miffed
over issues such as price rise, corruption,
unemployment etc. The Narendra Modi-led

government cannot discuss the issues which
are affecting the common people. They are
just misleading it. The people of the country
and Bihar know their ploy and will give
answers at the right time." Hectic activities
have been underway in the political circles of
Bihar since the visit of Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP president JP Nadda to the state
on July 31. Both had conducted road shows
in Patna to showcase the "saffron might".
That event has been considered as preparation for the Lok Sabha election 2024.
The Opposition leaders of Bihar have plans
to counter that event, and decided to come
out with "Pratirodh March" led by the RJD,
here on August 7. The Congress which parted
ways with the 'Mahagathbandhan' after the
2020 assembly election also joined hands
with the RJD and the Left to challenge the BJP
in Bihar.

Sanjay Raut's wife summoned by ED J&K MOST INTERNET CENSORSHIP INTENSIVE REGION GLOBALLY: REPORT
Team Absolute|New Delhi

 Led by India, and Jammu
& Kashmir in particular,
Asia suffered most internet censorship shutdowns in the first six
months of the year, a
report showed on
Thursday.

T

he Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday issued summons to Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut's wife Varsha
Raut in connection with the
Prevention of Money
Laundering case pertaining
to the Patra Chawl land case.
The ED said that the summons were issued after
transactions done on Varsha
Raut's account came to light.
Sanjay Raut was on
Sunday arrested by the ED
after he skipped several
summons. He was sent to
the ED's custody till
Thursday. Now his custodial
remand has been extended
till Monday by the Mumbai
court.
The ED had earlier questioned Pune businessman
Avinash Bhosale in custody
in the DHFL Yes Bank case,
and sources claimed that
they wanted to grill Raut in

Team Absolute|New Delhi

this matter too.
The sources claimed that
the Patra Chawl case of the
ED is also linked to the
DHFL case. In April, the ED
had attached Raut's property
in connection with the land
scam. A property worth Rs 9
crore of Raut's associate
Pravin Raut and assets worth
Rs 2 crore belonging to
Varsha Raut, the wife of
Sanjay Raut, were attached
by the ED. Pravin had eight
parcels of land in Alibaug
and a flat registered in the
name of Varsha Raut which

were attached. The ED had
arrested Pravin in connection with the matter."We had
filed a chargesheet in the
matter against Pravin,
Sarang Wadhawan and
Rakesh Wadhawan of HDIL
and Guru Ashish
Construction and others
were named as an accused
in the chargesheet," said an
ED official. The ED came to
know during the probe that
Pravin allegedly paid Rs 55
lakh to Varsha. This was paid
from the bank account of
Pravin's wife.

L

ed by India, and Jammu &
Kashmir in particular, Asia suffered most internet censorship
shutdowns in the first six months of
the year, a report showed on
Thursday.
Internet disruptions and restrictions were recorded in 10 countries - 85 per cent being from India, especially Jammu & Kashmir -- making
Asia the most internet censorship
intensive region
Asia also led in terms of social
media disruptions over the period of
seven years in H1 2022, according to
cybersecurity company Surfshark.

Goa to take issue of e-Visa
to UK with Home Minister
 The Goa government has
decided to take up the issue
of 'e-Visa' to the UK with
the Central government to
help the tourism industry of
the state.
Panaji|Agencies

T

he Goa government has decided to
take up the issue of 'e-Visa' to the
UK with the Central government to
help the tourism industry of the state.
Goa tourism Minister Rohan Khaunte
on Thursday said that providing e-Visa is
also important for the state to get the
same flow of people, which the government is looking forward.
He was speaking during a meeting of
the World Travel and Tourism CouncilIndia, here.
"Chief Minister Pramod Sawant in his
forthcoming meeting with Home
Minister (Amit Shah) will sort out the
issue of e-Visa as far as the UK is concerned. We will try our level best. e-Visa
which is important for you, same is for
the government, as the same flow of

OVER 59,000
REGISTER FOR
AGNIPATH
SCHEME
New Delhi: At least 59,911
youth have registered themselves for the Central government's Agnipath scheme
during a recruitment rally in
Maharashtra's Nagpur, officials said. The registration
for the male candidates during the recruitment rally had
started on July 5 in
Maharashtra's Nagpur,
Wardha, Washim, Amravati,
Bhandara, Gondia,
Gadchiroli, Chandrapur,
Akola and Yavatmal districts. The last date of registration was August 3. The
verification of documents
and the physical test will be
held in Nagpur on
September 22.

people we are looking forward,"
Khaunte said.
Rohan Khaunte had earlier said that
the coastal state's tourism is predominantly dependent on the UK and Russia,
and some parts of Europe. "Government
is taking all steps to get a good footfall
with good spending," he had said. In
2019, about 71,27,000 were domestic
tourists who arrived in Goa, while
9,31,000 were foreign tourists. But this
number dropped in 2020 and 2021 as
Covid pandemic had struck the coastal
state.Congress MLA Aleixo Sequeira, in
recently concluded assembly session,

had demanded that the central government should make the UK eligible for evisa and also bring fees of visa on par to
other countries.
Travel and Tourism Association of
Goa (TTAG), in June, had urged Goa
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant to convince the central government to include
UK, Canada, Kyrgyzstan and other
nations for issuance of e-visas.
TTAG had stated that Goa's tourism
sector has suffered due to withdrawal of
e-visa for travellers from the UK,
Canada, Kyrgyzstan and other countries.

Out of 72 internet disruption cases
in 2022, social media platforms were
targeted six times: twice in Europe
and Africa, and once in Asia and
South America.Despite a decrease in
cases, new Internet disruptions
affected more citizens - 1.89 billion
compared to 1.54 billion in the last
six months of 2021.Globally, internet
restriction cases decreased by 14 per
cent in the first half - from 84 in the
second half of 2021 to 72 this year.
"We see a positive trend of inter-

LABOURER FROM
BIHAR KILLED IN J&K
GRENADE ATTACK
Srinagar: Aug 4 (IANS)
A labourer from Bihar
was killed and two others
from the same state in a
grenade attack by terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pulwama district on Thursday night,
police said.
The attack took place
in Gadoora area of
Pulwama.
"The deceased labourer has been identified as
Mohd Mumtaz, son of
Mohd Jaloo, resident of
Sakwa Parsa, Bihar.
The injured have been
identified as Mohd Arif,
son of Mohd Aziz and
Mohd Majbool, son of
Mohd Arif, residents of
Rampor, Bihar. Both are
stable," a police official
said.
Meanwhile, the area
has been cordoned off.
Additional police parties
have reached the spot
and an operation has
been started to nab the
attackers.

net restriction cases going down this
half of the year. Nevertheless, the
number of countries that use
Internet disruptions as a weapon to
silence citizens' unrest remains worryingly high," said Agneska
Sablovskaja, lead researcher at
Surfshark."Most cases are of national
or local magnitude where the internet is slowed or completely shut
down, leaving its people without
most of their means of communication," Sablovskaja said in a state-

'Really unfortunate man missing for 25
years': SC on army officer's mother plea
 The Supreme Court
on Thursday asked
the Central government to follow up
on the steps taken
by the authorities
concerned to trace
Indian Army officer,
Captain Sanjit
Bhattacharjee, who
went missing from
the India-Pakistan
border 25 years
ago, and provide
information to his
81-year-old mother,
on a quarterly
basis.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the
Central government to
follow up on the steps taken
by the authorities concerned to trace Indian Army
officer, Captain Sanjit
Bhattacharjee, who went
missing from the India-

EC receives 130 'hate speech' complaints since 2019 LS polls
The Election Commission has received a total 130 complaints against 'hate
speech' on various social media platforms during polls in the last few years.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Election Commission has received a total
130 complaints against 'hate speech' on various social media platforms during polls in
the last few years.
The poll panel data showed that maximum (59)
complaints regarding hate speech on social media
platforms were received during the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. Thereafter, a total 34 such cases were
reported during the 2020 Delhi Assembly polls.
In 2021, total 29 cases of hate speech on social
media platforms were reported to the
Commission during the Assam, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Puducherry Assembly
polls. Similarly, the 2022 Assembly polls of Goa,
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh
saw a total eight such cases being recorded.
Following vigorous persuasion, all the major

ment.In the first half of 2022,
Surfshark registered 66 internet
blackouts in six countries and territories -- Burkina Faso, India (Jammu
& Kashmir), Kazakhstan, Pakistan
and Sudan.Internet was shut down
locally in Jammu & Kashmir and
Pakistan.In comparison, three countries (Burkina Faso, Kazakhstan, and
Sudan) chose to cut down internet
connections nationwide, even
though it cripples the economy the
most."The slight decrease in
observed nation-scale internet shutdowns in early 2022 follows a period
of unprecedented reliance on the
internet during the pandemic," said
Alp Toker, CEO of NetBlocks, the
global Internet watchdog organisation.Research shows that social
media censorship cases this year
spread through all continents.
According to the report, 5.7 billion
people in 76 countries have been
deprived of Internet access since
2015. Currently, 16 of 196 analysed
countries and territories are restricting access to social media or voiceover IP (VOIP) services.

social media platforms under the aegis of the
Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
came together and mutually agreed upon a
"Voluntary Code of Ethics" for the General
Elections 2019.
The code, in effect since Lok Sabha Election
2019 and for all Assembly elections held after that,
has been developed to ensure free, fair and ethical
use of social media platforms and to maintain the
integrity of the electoral process. Intermediary
platforms have also committed to perform their
share of responsibility for voter education and
awareness.
The EC, in pursuance of "Voluntary code of
ethics", has been directing several social media
platforms to take down content (links, videos,
posts, tweets) found objectionable as per various
provisions of the MCC, the RPA, the IPC and other
electoral laws during elections.

Pakistan border 25 years
ago, and provide information to his 81-year-old
mother, on a quarterly
basis.
A bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and J.B.
Pardiwala said it is really
very unfortunate, 25 years,
the man is missing and
nobody took up the cause,
and he is presumed to be
dead and homage already
paid.The top court made
this observation while hearing the plea of the army officer's mother, Kamla
Bhattacharjee, who was represented by advocate
Saurabh Mishra.
According to the petitioner on April 19, 1997, a platoon of 17 soldiers, including her son went for
patrolling at the border, in
the Rann of Kutch. On 20
April, 1997, 15 soldiers had
returned without him and
another platoon member,
Lance Naik Ram Bahadur
Thapa. Both Bhattacharjee
and Thapa have been missing since then. Additional

Solicitor General K.M.
Nataraj submitted that all
efforts have been made to
trace the two soldiers, but
Pakistan had not yet
acknowledged their presence, and the matter can be
taken up only through
diplomatic channels by the
Ministry of External Affairs.
The court had, on March
11, agreed to examine a plea
by the mother of the missing Army officer, who, she
claimed, was lodged in a
Pakistani jail for over 24
years, seeking direction to
the Central government to
take immediate measures
for his repatriation.
The petitioner claimed
she had received information that her son was lodged
in Lahore's Kot Lakhpat jail.
"The petitioner's son in
the span of the past 23 years
has not been given any
opportunity to state his case
before the appropriate
authority or allowed to
communicate with his family members," said the plea.

Three terrorists held
in J&K's Handwara
Srinagar|Agencies

T

hree terrorists were
arrested from Jammu
and Kashmir's
Handwara on Thursday and
arms and ammunition
recovered from their possession, police said.
"Police, along with army
and CRPF, at a checkpoint
established at Fruit Mandi
Crossing, Handwara intercepted three persons who on
seeing the checking, tried to
flee from the spot but were
apprehended," police said.
They have been identified
as Manzoor Ahmed Kumar,
resident of Sagipora, and
Showkat Ahmed Bhat, resident of Khanu Babagund.
"However, the identifica-

tion of the third arrested terrorist has been withheld as
his age is being verified,"
police said.
On their personal search,
arms and ammunition
including a pistol, a pistol
magazine, seven pistol
rounds, and two grenades
were recovered from their
possession.
"Preliminary investigation
revealed that the arrested
trio was tasked to carry out
terror attacks in Handwara
and cause loss of life and
injuries to the public and
disrupt peace in the area.
The timely and swift action
by the joint team has prevented the terrorists from
carrying out the mischievous
activities," police said.
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maharashtra
CJI TO SHINDE: IGNORING POLITICAL PARTIES AFTER
BEING ELECTED, ISN'T A DANGER TO DEMOCRACY?
The Supreme Court on Thursday queried Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's
counsel, that 'if completely ignoring political parties after being elected, is it not a
danger to democracy?'
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on Thursday
queried Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde's counsel, that 'if completely ignoring political parties after being elected, is it
not a danger to democracy?'
Shinde's counsel submitted that
his client is not disqualified, and he
has also not left the party, and
emphasized on the aspect of dissent
within a political party.
Senior advocate Harish Salve, representing Shinde, submitted that disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution takes
place, only if the Speaker reaches a
conclusion that a member has voted
against the stand of a party. Salve
added that if the Speaker of an
Assembly takes one or two months to
decide on disqualification pleas
against MLAs, then what does this
mean? That they should stop attending the proceedings of the House? He

further added, "There is no per se
illegality principle, until and unless
there is a finding of disqualification..."
A bench headed by Chief Justice
N.V. Ramana and comprising Justices
Krishna Murari and Hima Kohli said,
"What is the use of whip then? Does
anti-defection apply to only those
things?"
Salve replied that the anti-defection law cannot be an anti-dissent
law.
The Chief Justice queried, if completely ignoring political parties after
being elected, is it not a danger to
democracy? Justice Ramana further
queried "You say this court and high
court should not hear this and this is
after you had approached us first."
Salve said that in facts of this case,
there is nothing to show that these
people left the party. The Chief
Justice told Salve, "Today you say the
court can't go into the issue...because
the Speaker has the power". Salve

said, "I am not disqualified, I have
not left the party..."
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, representing the Uddhav Thackeray faction, submitted that there was no
need to refer the issue to a constitution bench.The Chief Justice posed a
query, suppose there are two groups
saying we are the real political party,
and general members of the political
party cannot claim to recognise who
is the original political party. Sibal
contended that a group may say that
they have the support of 40 out of 50
MLAs, so they are the real political
party. He added, if the 40 are disqualified? If the Election Commission
decides one way or the other, what
happens to this defection?
Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, also representing the
Thackeray group, said that till this
court decides, how can Election
Commission decide this issue, and
later they would say that these proceedings are infructuous?

Mumbai court extends Sanjay
Raut's ED custody till August 8

A

Mumbai Special Court
extended Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut's custody
to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) by four days
till August 8, here on
Thursday.
Raut, who was arrested in
the wee hours of Monday in
an alleged money-laundering
case, was remanded to ED
custody till August 4 and pro-

informed the Special Judge
M. G. Deshpande of lack of
proper ventilation in his jail
cell, but the ED lawyers dismissed the charges saying he
is lodged in an airconditioned cell.It maybe recalled
that the ED had raided Raut's
residence in Bhandup at
dawn on Sunday, interrogated him at his home for nearly

 IN A RELIEF TO
UDDHAV
THACKERAY, THE
SUPREME
COURT ON
THURSDAY
ORALLY ASKED
THE ELECTION
COMMISSION OF
INDIA (ECI) NOT
TO DECIDE A
PLEA BY EKNATH
SHINDE GROUP
TO RECOGNISE
THEM AS THE
REAL SHIV SENA.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

n a relief to Uddhav
Thackeray, the Supreme
Court on Thursday orally
asked the Election

Commission of India (ECI)
not to decide a plea by
Eknath Shinde group to
recognise them as the real
Shiv Sena.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice N.V. Ramana and
comprising Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli asked
the Election Commission not
to take any precipitative
action on the claim raised by
Shinde group for recognising
them as the real Shiv Sena
party in the meanwhile.
The top court told the ECI
that if the Thackeray faction
seeks time to file response to
its notices on the Shinde-faction petition, then it should
consider their request keeping in mind the views
expressed by the apex court.
The bench told senior
advocate Arvind Datar, representing ECI, "Let them file
affidavits. But can't you
hold...let no precipitative
action be taken... We are not
passing any order. But at the
same time don't take any

In a major haul, the
Mumbai Police' Anti
Narcotics Cell (ANC) has
made drug seizures worth
a stupendous Rs 1,403crore from Nala Sopara
town in Palghar district,
which borders Gujarat
state, officials said here on
Thursday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

duced before a Special PMLA
Court this afternoon.
The ED sought an extended custody for Raut till
August 10 as it had secured
certain documents and wanted to probe related matters,
besides investigating other
accused in the case.
At the hearing, Raut and
his lawyer Ashok Mundargi

'Who is real Shiv Sena', SC asks EC
not to decide on Shinde group's plea
precipitative action..."
Datar submitted that the
disqualification proceedings
under the tenth schedule
operate in a different territory
and it does not affect the
ECI's power to decide the
claim of rival factions for official recognition.
The top court said it will
decide by Monday whether
to refer to a larger bench
regarding the constitutional
questions involved in the disqualification of MLAs arising
from Maharashtra political
scenario.Shinde faction
moved the Election
Commission seeking their
recognition as the real Shiv
Sena ahead of the BMC polls.
However, the Thackeray faction has contested it saying
that a few MLAs can't decide
about the entire political
party. Top court was hearing
petitions filed by the Shiv
Sena and its rebel MLAs on
the constitutional issues of
splits, merger, defection and
disqualification.

MUMBAI COPS SEIZE DRUGS WORTH RS 1,403 CR FROM PALGHAR TOWN

A Mumbai Special
Court extended Shiv
Sena MP Sanjay
Raut's custody to
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) by
four days till August
8, here on Thursday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Senior advocate Arvind Datar, representing the Election Commission,
submitted that disqualification of
rebel MLA means their disqualification from the House, not from the
political party. Datar added that this
is not a political issue and the Tenth
Schedule cannot interdict this. "I can
only decide who can have the symbol
after the evidence is adduced," said
Datar.
After hearing arguments, the top
court orally asked the Election
Commission of India to not take any
precipitative action on the claim
raised by the Shinde group for recognising them as the real Shiv Sena
party in the meanwhile, and allow
Thackeray faction to submit their
response. The top court said it will
decide by Monday whether to refer to
a larger bench regarding the constitutional questions involved in the
disqualification of MLAs arising from
the Maharashtra political scenario.

Mumbai, Friday, August 05, 2022

I

n a major haul, the Mumbai
Police' Anti Narcotics Cell (ANC)
has made drug seizures worth a
stupendous Rs 1,403-crore from Nala
Sopara town in Palghar district,
which borders Gujarat state, officials
said here on Thursday.
The ANC nabbed a person with the
702 kgs of Mephedrone from Sitaram
Building in Chakradhar Nagar area of
Nala Sopara on Wednesday night

worth a total of Rs 1,403.5 crore, and
arrested two suppliers.
The latest drugs haul became possible after the interrogation of two
other drug peddlers plus a woman,
who were nabbed by the ANC on
March 29 from Govandi in north-east
Mumbai.
Of the arrested trio, one was caught
with 250 gms Mephedrone valued at
Rs 37.50 lakh and the other with 2.70
kgs of Mephedrone worth Rs 4.14
crore in the market.

After sustained interrogation, the
woman accused revealed details on
their two associates of whom one was
picked up late on Tuesday (August 2)
and the fifth was caught with the narcotics consignment on Wednesday
(August 3). The ANC said that among
the accused are a couple of qualified
chemists with knowledge of organic
chemistry required to produce the
Mephedrone drugs which are much
in demand.
The woman accused along with

the others kept their identity secret
and sought clients on social media
and supplied the drugs to their clientele in different parts of Mumbai and
surroundings. The teams which
cracked one of the biggest narcotics
supply racket comprised police officials like Inspector Sandeep Kale,
guided by ACP Savlaram Agavale,
DCP Datta Nalawade, Additional
Police Commissioner Viresh Prabhu,
Joint Police Commissioner Suhas
Warke and Police Commissioner
Vivek Phansalkar along with the field
teams of ANC Worli Unit.
While three accused arrested in
March are in judicial custody, the two
others nabbed on Wednesday have
been sent to police custody, said Kale.
Further investigations are on in the
sensational case to trace the source of
the drugs, other hidden players and
their links with the narcotics mafia
after the seizure of the drugs totally
valued at Rs 1,408-crore in two interconnected operations carried out in
four months.

Companies rushed to raise funds via CP Pregnant Woman Injured
to lock in lower rates ahead of RBI policy In Public Toilet Collapse
Ahead of the Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) monetary policy, most companies
are rushing to short-term debt market
to raise funds through commercial
papers to lock-in lower rates because
after policy announcement they expect
rates on these instruments to rise further.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

head of the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
monetary policy, most companies are rushing to short-term debt market to raise funds
through commercial papers to lock-in lower rates
because after policy announcement they expect
rates on these instruments to rise further.
According to the data compiled from market
sources, companies raised Rs 37,920 crore through
commercial papers (CP) since July 25, with highest
being raised on July 27 worth Rs 13,425 crore.
Small Industries Development Bank of India
raised Rs 9,450 crore, the highest among all the
companies who raised funds in last few days,

which was followed by Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd
raising Rs 6,450 crore, Hindustan Petroleum Corp
Ltd raising Rs 5,400 crore, and Larsen and Toubro
Ltd raising Rs 5,000 crore. These four companies
raised nearly 70 per cent of the total amount raised
by the companies through CPs since July 25.
"In general demand for credit has picked up due
to pick in economic activities and higher working
capital requirements due to increased prices. This
could be a reason for the increase in CP
issuances," said Pankaj Pathak, Fund ManagerFixed Income at Quantum Asset Management
Company.In the last few weeks, rates on CPs rose
around 30-40 basis points due to falling surplus

liquidity from the banking system and in expectation of further rate hike by the RBI.Rates on CPs
issued by non-banking finance companies were in
the range of 6.05-6.20 per cent, as against 5.80-6.00
per cent two weeks back. While, rates on papers
issued by manufacturing companies were in the
range of 5.85-6.05 per cent, as compared to 5.605.80 per cent earlier. "The pricing of all short-term
instruments including CP, CD and T-Bills have
gone up due to withdrawal of liquidity from the
system last week. System liquidity, supply side
constraints besides future rate hike expectations
are the key drivers for immediate pricing/yield
volatility of short-term instruments," said
Venkatakrishnan Srinivasan, founder and managing partner at Rockfort Fincorp, a Mumbai-based
debt advisory firm.
Going forward, market participants expects
issuers to raise more funds in the coming days due
to increase in credit off-take and robust economic
growth. Further, investors may become selective
when system liquidity drains or they may demand
higher yield.
"We expect credit demand to remain robust in
coming quarters as economic growth is getting
broad-based," Pathak added.

Team Absolute|Thane
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22-year-old pregnant
woman was injured
after the commode of a
public toilet collapsed in
Kalyan-Dombivali area of
Thane district on Thursday
morning, quoting a civic official said, Press Trust of India
reported.The incident took
place at 7am in Lahuji Nagar
in Mohane when the woman
had gone to use the public
toilet, he said.
"The commode collapsed
into the septic tank. The
woman tried to come out of
the tank but finally was
pulled out by others who
heard her cries. She is in hospital and is recovering from
injuries," he said.A team has
been sent to the site to

inspect the 27-year-old toilet,
said Kalyan Dombivali
Municipal Corporation

Exectuive Engineer
Ghanshyam Navangul.

Maharashtra ATS arrests suspect in terror-funding
Our strategy would be to invest in 6 months
case, links to D-gang under scanner
papers and hold them to maturity:Sandeep Bagla
Zubair was in touch
with anti-social elements based out of
Pakistan as well as
in communication
with underworld
don Dawood
Ibrahim's brother
Anees Ibrahim.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra ATS on
Thursday arrested a suspect under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in a
terror funding case. The suspect, Parvez Zubair, was
picked up by the ATS over his
alleged links to the Dgang.Sources have revealed
that Zubair was in touch with
anti-social elements based
out of Pakistan as well as in
constant communication with
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim's brother Anees
Ibrahim. He is said to have

facilitated funds for the Dcompany and was absconding for a long time before he
was arrested based on specific
inputs, sources revealed.
Parvez Zubair will be produced before the court today.
Last month, the
Maharashtra ATS arrested a
suspected terrorist named
Inamul Haq from Uttar
Pradesh's Saharanpur for
allegedly transferring funds to
key accused Junaid
Mohammad. Haq is said to
have links to Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) and
was involved in radicalizing
the youth. The state anti-terrorism squad also picked up
another accused Yusuf from
Jammu & Kashmir for
allegedly recruiting operatives for a terrorist organization and funding.Notably, the
main accused in the case-Junaid Mohammed Ata
Mohammed (28) was arrested by ATS on May 26 in the

Dapodi area of Pune. He was
allegedly in contact with
active members of LeT's terror nework through social
media platforms.
His arrest came after a
complaint was lodged by
assistant police inspector
Swapnil Chavan at the ATS
police station in Kalachowkie,
Mumbai. He was arrested
under sections 121(a) (conspiracy), 153(a) (promoting
enmity) and 116 (abutment of
offence) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and Section 66
(Computer-related offences)
of the IT Act. According to
officials, Mohammad was
found accepting Rs 10,000 as
funds from a Jammu and
Kashmir-based terror organisation.
The ATS has stated that the
accused travelled to J&K at
least four times, and was in
touch with the Lashkar-eToiba leadership in the state
to procure arms and further
the terrorist agenda.

 SANDEEP BAGLA,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER, TRUST
MUTUAL FUND, SAID
GIVEN THE STEEPNESS IN THE CURVE,
MODERATE RATE
HIKES SHOULD NOT
REDUCE THE
INVESTOR RETURNS IF
ONE HOLDS FOR MORE
THAN THREE MONTHS.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

andeep Bagla, Chief Executive
Officer, Trust Mutual Fund, said
given the steepness in the
curve, moderate rate hikes should
not reduce the investor returns if one
holds for more than three months.

S

Our strategy would be to invest in
six months papers and hold them to
maturity, he adds.
Q. Recently you have launched
money market fund, will you please
provide some details? And how do
you think this fund will provide
reasonable returns to investors?
A: We have recently launched the
TRUSTMF Money Market Fund and
will be investing the proceeds after
the RBI policy. While a money market fund can invest in securities with
maturity up to 1 year, our strategy is
to invest in 6 months instruments
only. The difference in yields
between 6 months papers and
overnight rates is exceptionally high
at about 130 bps, and we feel that
these are good rates for investors to
lock in. Given the steepness in the
curve, moderate rate hikes should
not reduce the investor returns if one
holds for more than 3 months. Our
strategy would be to invest in 6
months papers and hold them to
maturity.
Q. How much repo rate hike do
you expect in the upcoming policy

and what will be the stance and
GDP, Inflation forecast?
A: We expect 35-50 bps hike in
repo rates and stance to move to
neutral, with an eye towards supporting growth and another towards
controlling inflation. The US Fed has
moved clearly towards inflation control, with little regards towards
growth.
Q. Rupee has appreciated in past
few sessions, except on August 3,
what are your views on the local
currency? Will it appreciate further
or continue downward path?
A: The Rupee is expected to
depreciate against the Dollar every
year by 3-4 per cent given the long
term inflation differential expectations. We, at TRUST MF, feel that
Rupee will move in a range unless
the Dollar decided to embark upon
a one sided journey globally.
The Rupee is not a very important factor for interest rates in the
medium term.
Q. In the last few days, we have
seen a bull run in the domestic
equity market, do you think it will

sustain or we will see a pause and
downfall?
A: Since the Indian market has
moved along with the global risk
sentiment, it is difficult to ascertain
whether there are any India specific
factors which are leading the rally.
The true test of the markets
would come once there is substantial reduction in global liquidity due
to Quantitative Tightening by the
US Fed, which will reduce its bloated balance sheet of USD 9 trillion
dollars.
Q. What will be your portfolio
strategy in the current market scenario, either in equity or debt?
A: Since we have only fixed
income funds, we have restricted
ourselves to investment in instruments with maturities lesser than 3
years. While rates have been normalised, it is possible that the levels are inadequately low to control
inflation and inflation expectations, which have been buoyed by
higher commodity prices, supply
shocks and unprecedented wage
pressures.
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Chronology of
National Herald case
he Congress leaders are furious over the
Centre's alleged vendetta politics, especially with regard to the Gandhi family.
In brief, the National Herald money laundering case seems to be a culmination of a complex and intricate series of company laws and
share transfers. The genesis of the controversy
lies in the acquisition of shares of the
Associated Journals Ltd (AJL) on January 26,
2011. The AJL was incorporated as a public
limited company on November 20, 1937
under the Indian Companies Act, 1913, for
the purpose of publication of newspapers in
different languages. It started publishing
newspapers such as 'National Herald' in
English, 'Navjivan' in Hindi and 'Quami
Awaz' in Urdu. The publication of newspapers was suspended on various occasions due
to financial difficulties and certain labour
problems, and on April 2, 2008, it was ultimately shut down. On September 1, 2010, the
office of AJL was shifted from Lucknow to
Delhi at 5A, Herald House, Bahadurshah
Zafar Marg. Amid this chain of events, the All
India Congress Committee (AICC) had
advanced loans to AJL from time to time. On
March 31, 2010, there was an outstanding
loan of Rs 88,86,68,976 (over Rs 88 crore) and
a further loan of Rs 1.35 crore was received
during the period from April 1, 2010 to
December 16, 2010, aggregating to Rs 90.21
crore. On January 22, 2011, a fresh allotment
of the shares of Young Indian was made, in
which 1,900 shares, having a paid-up value
of Rs 1,90,000, were granted to Rahul Gandhi
and 1,350 shares with a paid-up amount of
Rs 1,35,000 in the name of Sonia Gandhi,
among other shareholders. In a nutshell, the
National Herald case pertains to the assignment of a Rs 90 crore loan advanced by the
Congress to Young Indian for a consideration
of Rs 50 lakh, and alleged misappropriation
of assets of over Rs 2,000 crore.

T

EASTERN ECONOMIC FORUM: A GRAND
STRATEGIC OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIA
Andrew Korybko

T

he 7th Eastern Economic Forum
(EEF) will take place in Russia's Far
Eastern port of Vladivostok from 5-8
September and represents a grand
strategic opportunity for India.These
two Great Powers have expanded their special
and privileged strategic partnership in an
unprecedented manner.
Delhi has decisively acted to become the
Kremlin's irreplaceable valve from Western
pressure and thus preemptively averted
Moscow's potentially disproportionate
dependence on Beijing.
This was a game-changer in terms of shaping the contours of the global systemic transition to multipolarity that was accelerated by
the Ukrainian Conflict.
The EEF is always a major event in RussiaIndia relations, but this year it is more important than ever due to a larger context.
Russia urgently needs to diversify from its
hitherto disproportionate economic dependence on the EU towards the Global South, and
India has been designated its priority partner
in this respect.
They've already revived the International
North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)
through their shared Iranian strategic partner
and have thus come to align their grand
strategies in Eurasia, which is a major accomplishment. It is now time to do the same in
the Indo-Pacific by taking maximum advantage of the EEF to that end.
The Vladivostok-Chennai Maritime
Corridor (VCMC) that was jointly announced
by Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during
the latter's appearance at the EEF in
September 2019 as the guest of honor creates
the geo-economic basis for bringing this
about, but implementation was unexpectedly
delayed as a result of the Covid pandemic several months later.
Nevertheless, there's no better time than
now for reviving the VCMC exactly as the
INSTC was recently revived, which will align
their Indo-Pacific grand strategies and thus
enable them to more effectively shape the
emerging Multipolar World Order in the
Eastern Hemisphere.
The whopping 99-paragraph Partnership
for Peace, Progress, and Prosperity that was

N.KOREA'S UN MISSION SLAMS US OVER
CRITICISM OF ITS NUKE PROGRAMME
Seoul|Agencies

N

orth Korea's permanent
mission to the UN has
issued a rare press statement in response to US condemnation of its nuclear programme, according to state
media on Thursday.It slammed
Washington over its "anti-DPRK
confrontational clamour" during
the 10th Review Conference of
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) at the UN headquarters in New York, reports
Yonhap News Agency.
DPRK is the acronym for the North's official
name, the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea.
"Today, the mastermind that undermines
the foundation of the non-proliferation
regime is none other than the US," read the
English-language statement issued
Wednesday and carried by the official Korean
Central News Agency.
"It is the peak of busy blaming that the US

alleges somebody's 'nuclear threats' given the
fact that it is the kingpin of nuclear proliferation.""We will never tolerate any attempt by
the US and its servile forces to groundlessly
accuse our state and encroach upon our sovereign rights and national interests," it added.
Addressing the NPT conference on
Monday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said Pyongyang continues to expand its
"unlawful nuclear programme" and continues
its "ongoing provocations against the region".

Israel's threats against Gaza
unacceptable, says Hamas leader
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said
that the threats of Israeli Defence
Minister Benny Gantz against the
Gaza Strip were unacceptable, amid
rising tensions after Israeli soldiers
arrested an Islamic Jihad leader.
Gaza|Agencies

H

amas leader Ismail Haniyeh said that
the threats of Israeli Defence Minister
Benny Gantz against the Gaza Strip
were unacceptable, amid rising tensions after
Israeli soldiers arrested an Islamic Jihad
leader.
Haniyeh made the remarks during a phone
conversation with Tor Wennesland, the UN
special coordinator for the Middle East peace
process, according to a statement issued by
the Hamas leader's office in Gaza.
"The threats of the Israeli leaders, especially
Benny Gantz, are unacceptable," Xinhua
news agency quoted Haniyeh as saying.
Bassam al-Saadi, a prominent leader of
Islamic Jihad movement, another faction in
the Gaza Strip committed to violently resisting
Israel, was arrested by Israeli soldiers in the
West Bank early this week.
Since then Israeli forces have been on high

alert near the Gaza Strip for fear of retaliation.
After al-Saadi was detained, Gantz threatened to use force against the Gaza Strip to
bring life back to normal in the Israeli towns
in the vicinity of the coastal enclave.
The Gaza Strip has been under an Israeli
blockade since 2007 and is currently ruled by
Hamas.
"If it is not possible to return to the routine
of normal life in the Gaza Strip's vicinity, there
will be no normal life inside the Gaza Strip
either," the Defence Minister told Israel Radio.
Haniyeh called on the United Nations to
"constrain the Israeli occupation and prevent
it from harming the Palestinian people,"
adding that the UN "has a major role in this
context".

agreed to during President Putin's visit to
Delhi in December 2021, which importantly
was his first trip abroad since the pandemic
began apart from his brief meeting with the
US President Joe Biden in Geneva earlier that
summer, provides a detailed action plan for
implementing this vision.
Paragraphs 31-34 in particular explain how
they hope to accomplish this in the Far East
while paragraph 42 did the same when it
came to the INSTC, the vision of which has
already achieved tangible dividends as was
earlier explained. It's now incumbent on both
Great Powers to revive the VCMC during next
month's EEF.
The bulk of bilateral trade between Russia
and India concerns arms and energy, the latter of which has surged by over fifty times
since Moscow began selling Delhi discounted
oil after the start of its special military operation in Ukraine.
Natural resources, however, should be but a
single part of more comprehensive economic
relations between these rising Great Powers.
Influential Russian businessman Oleg
Deripaska recently told the Economic Times
that he envisions his country's trade with

Nepal to hold elections on Nov 20
Kathmandu: The Nepal government on Thursday
announced its decision to hold the federal and provincial
polls on November 20.
A meeting of the Cabinet took the decision earlier in the
day based on the recommendation of the Election
Commission.
As per the recommendation, the elections are being held
on the same days in an effort to make it cost-effective and
easier for the poll body to manage.
With the announcement of the polls, the Sher Bahadur
Deuba-led coalition government has now turned into a
caretaker one and cannot take crucial decisions.
The Election Commission now has 107 days to prepare
for the polls, which the Chief Election Commissioner says is
enough time.
As per the Election Commission Act 2017, the government announces election dates in consultation with the
Election Commission.
The election date was earlier recommended for
November 18, according to officials of the polls body,
assuming that the tenure of the existing House of
Representatives and Provincial Assembly would end on
December 8.
The Commission had declared the early winners of the
second phase of the elections in federal and provincial elections in 2017 on December 8 under the first-past-the-post
system.
The previous federal and provincial polls were held in two
phases on November 26 and December 7 in 2017.

India replacing its lost trade with Europe, but
economic ties must urgently diversify in order
for that to happen, and it'll take a lot of time
for that to occur.
Therein lies the importance of next month's
EEF since India can double down on the
Russian dimension of its multipolar grand
strategy to make inroads in its partner's
resource-rich and geostrategically positioned
Far Eastern region.
The VCMC will predictably have a major
resource component to start off with, but it
mustn't remain limited only to trade in that
sphere. Rather, flagship projects can serve as
magnets for attracting other investments in
different industries as Indian entrepreneurs
build upon prior successes to truly making
themselves an economic force to be reckoned
with in this part of the Indo-Pacific.
Russia needs major investments in the Far
East in order to have a more solid basis upon
which to build the geo-economic dimension
of its Indo-Pacific strategy. China's already a
key player in that part of the
country but the Kremlin pragmatically wants to preemptively avert any potentially dispro-

international

Red hot lava continues to flow from
Iceland volcano after eruption
Reykjavik|Agencies

G

lowing red hot lava continued to flow
on Thursday after a volcanic eruption
on Iceland's Reykjanes peninsula,
about 30 km south-west of the capital
Reykjavik.
Live images broadcast on Icelandic televsion showed molten lava coming from a fissure several hundred metres long in the
rugged landscape, reports dpa news agency.
White smoke rose continuously from the
molten rock.According to initial measurements, the eruption was much more powerful
in the early hours than at the beginning of a
similar one in 2021.
A series of earthquakes that heralded the
eruption also continued.On Thursday morning, a quake with a magnitude of 4.6 was
measured on the peninsula, according to data
from the Icelandic Meteorological Authority.
The number of tremors, however, has
decreased noticeably since the eruption,
according to the authority.
The eruption started on Wednesday afternoon near the mountain Fagradalsfjall.
Scientists expected one due to earthquakes
and associated underground magma move-

Torrential rain lashes
northeast, central Japan
Tokyo|Agencies

T

orrential rain lashed
regions in northeast and
central Japan overnight
through Thursday, with local
authorities in Yamagata and
Niigata prefectures urging residents to seek shelter.
The Japan Meteorological
Agency (JMA) had issued a
level 5 alert, the highest on the
country's disaster warning
scale, for six municipalities in
Yamagata, but has since
downgraded the warning,
reports Xinhua news agency.
The emergency warning for
Niigata Prefecture, however, is
still in effect, the JMA said.
Local authorities in
Yamagata have also said that
extensive flooding had
occurred due to the Mogami
River bursting its banks.
Japan's Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said
around 30,000 people in

Yamagata were urged to evacuate their homes by
Wednesday night.Houses were
flooded, cars submerged,
roads inundated and water
supplies were cut off in some
of the affected towns and
cities, Yamagata and Niigatabased authorities said, as
reported by local media.
In Yamagata, a bridge
reportedly collapsed and a car
was swept away in the deluge,
according to media accounts
in the area.
Fukushima prefecture also
experienced extensive flood-

portionate dependence on the People's
Republic there just like it hopes to do in general like was earlier explained.
Japan and the Republic of Korea were once
considered to be promising partners for diversifying Russia's development of the Far East
but those two are reluctant to offend their
American military ally by expanding trade
with Moscow after the Ukrainian Conflict.
India therefore does not have much competition there in this respect since Delhi has
already proven that it won't unilaterally concede on its objective national interests related
to its special and privileged strategic partnership with Russia.
India as a civilization-state should therefore
prioritize the creation of a comprehensive
joint actionplan for developing the Russian
Far East, one which might begin with expanding energy and other resource cooperation
but will inevitably evolve into other domains
including academic, industrial, merchant,
and tourist cooperation, et al.

ing, media reports said, with
local authorities saying homes
and roads had also been
flooded.
East Japan Railway Co. said
it will suspend its Shinkansen
bullet train service throughout
Thursday between Fukushima
and Yamagata's Shinjo due to
the torrential rain.
The weather agency said
more heavy rain is expected in
the southern Tohoku region
and Niigata prefecture
through Thursday noon.
It has also issued a notice of
record hourly rainfall for the
central prefectures of Ishikawa
and Fukui prefectures.
The Ishikawa prefectural
government has warned of
landslides in four cities in the
region, local media reported.
Weather officials have urged
people to remain vigilant for
landslides, swelling rivers and
flooding in the affected
regions.

ments.There is no major danger to people or
the surrounding area, according to findings so
far.It is still unclear how long the eruption will
last.An eruption on the same peninsula last
year saw lava fountains shooting upwards for
months. The natural spectacle attracted
countless volcanologists, hikers and travellers.
This time, too, curious onlookers have
made their way to the eruption site. The area
is relatively sparsely populated, but is home to
the country's most important airport, which
handles practically almost all air traffic to and
from the island.

3 SHOT DEAD IN AUSTRALIA
Police in the Australian state of
Queensland said on Thursday that
three people had died following a
gun shooting on a rural property.
Brisbane: Police in the Australian state of Queensland
said on Thursday that three people had died following a
gun shooting on a rural property.
At 9 a.m., police were called to the scene in Bogie, a
small town about 1,200 km north of state capital Brisbane
and home to around 200 people, responding to reports of
multiple people being shot, reports Xinhua news agency.
"We are actively searching the area and commencing
our investigations into what the circumstances were and
how it came to be that these people had been shot," acting
superintendent of Queensland police Tom Armitt told
reporters."At this stage, we are at very, very early stages of
this investigation. We do not know who is responsible."
Three people were found dead and a fourth was flown
to the hospital in critical condition.
Upon surveying the surrounding area police deemed
the area safe.
Investigations into the circumstances surrounding the
incident are ongoing.
Supt Armitt described Thursday's shooting as an
"extremely rare event".
Australia has some of the toughest gun laws in the
world, introduced after a lone gunman murdered 35 people in Port Arthur, Tasmania in 1996.
Since then, there have been only three mass shootings,
defined in Australia as those resulting in at least four
deaths, excluding the perpetrator.
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madhya pradesh
Rs 85L cash found at MP govt
MP CONG TO ORGANISE ONE WEEK official's
residence during raid
'TIRANGA SAMMAN YATRA'
Mumbai, Friday, August 05, 2022

 WHILE THE BJP-LED
MADHYA PRADESH GOVERNMENT HAS STARTED 'HAR GHAR TIRANGA' TO
MARK THE OCCASION OF
'AJADI KA AMRIT
MAHOTSAV', THE OPPOSITION CONGRESS HAS
GEARED UP FOR A WEEK
LONG 'TIRANGA SAMMAN
MAHOTSAV' IN ALL DIVISIONS OF THE STATE.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

W

hile the BJP-led Madhya
Pradesh government has
started -'Har Ghar Tiranga' to
mark the occasion of 'Ajadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', the opposition Congress
has geared up for a week long
'Tiranga Samman Mahotsav' in all
divisions of the state.
The Madhya Pradesh Congress

Committee (MPCC) has announced
that party leaders would start a
padayatra (foot march) from Indore
on August 9, which would conclude
on August 15 in Bhopal.
The party has asked its senior leaders and workers to organise 'Tiranga
Samman Yatra' in all districts and
blocks of the state.
While former MP chief minister
and state Congress president Kamal

Nath will lead the campaign in
Indore, Rajya Sabha MP Digvijaya
Singh would join the campaign in
Gwalior on August 10.
Similarly, senior party leaders
Kantilal Bhuria, Suresh Pachori and
Ajay Singh (Rahul) will be participating in the campaigns in Sagar,
Chambal and Rewa on August 12, 13
and 13 respectively.
Rajya Sabha MPs Vivek Tankha and

Three members of MP family
die by suicide in Telangana
 THREE MEMBERS
OF A FAMILY OF
MIGRANT LABOURERS FROM
MADHYA PRADESH
DIED BY SUICIDE
IN TELANGANA'S
SANGAREDDY
DISTRICT.
Hyderabad|Agencies

T

hree members of a
family of migrant
labourers from Madhya
Pradesh died by suicide in
Telangana's Sangareddy district.
Three members of a family
of migrant labourers from
Madhya Pradesh died by suicide in Telangana's
Sangareddy district.
The incident occurred late

Wednesday in the Bhanur
village of Patancheru 'mandal' (block) of Sangareddy
district, about 50 km from
Hyderabad.
The deceased were identified as Rekha (28), her brother-in-law Basudev Krishna
(27) and her two-year-old
daughter. Rekha and
Basudev are suspected to
have hanged themselves
after killing the child. The
reasons for the suicide are
not known.

Police registered a case
and took up investigation.
In another incident in the
same district, five members
of a family were injured in a
cooking gas leak at a house.
The incident occurred in
Ameenpur.
The family had migrated
from Guntur in Andhra
Pradesh for livelihood. Two
children are among the
injured. They were shifted to
the government-run Gandhi
Hospital in Hyderabad.

Rajmanin Patel will be participating
the campaign in Jabalpur and
Shahdol division on August 14.
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the
state assembly Govind Singh will join
the campaign in Indore.
The campaign will conclude on
August 15 in Bhopal, where all party
leaders will be present, a senior
Congress leader told IANS on
Thursday.On the other hand, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Thursday carried a march holding
'Tricolour' in Bhopal. Chief Minister
Chouhan appealed to people of state
to buy 'Tiranga' from their hardearmed money and hoist it in their
homes."I would appeal citizen of
Madhya Pradesh to buy Tiranga from
your hard earned money. Not a single
home should left without Tiranga,"
Chouhan added.
Notably, the Madhya Pradesh government has fixed a target to hoist
1.51 crore 'Tiranga' (Tricolours)
across the state. One crore Tricolours
will be prepared in the state, while 51
lakh Tricolours would be received
from the Central Government.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

brewed locally.
The state government also plans to
take it to other states and even to the
foreign lands. Some time back, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan had
announced 'heritage liquor' tag for

T

he Madhya Pradesh
Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) has recovered Rs 85 lakh cash and documents related to other properties worth several crores
from the house of a state government employee during a
raid.
EOW's raid was resumed
after the accused Hero

Bhopal: One person
died while two others were
injured after a mob
attacked them in Madhya
Pradesh's Narmadapuram
district, accusing them of
cow smuggling, the police
said on Wednesday.
As per the police, three
Muslim youth were transporting 30 cows in a truck
on Tuesday. However,
when their vehicle reached
the Seoni-Malwa area, it
was stopped by a group of
people who brutally
thrashed them.Later, the
local police was informed
about the incident, who
took the three youth to a
nearby hospital. One of them, however, died during treatment.The
deceased has been identified as Nazir Ahmed, while the injured have
been identified as Sheikh Lal and Mustaq Ahmed, all residents of
Amravati in Maharashtra.
The Superintendent of Police (SP) of Narmadapuram district,
Gurkaran Singh, told the media, "A murder case has been registered
against 10-12 unidentified persons. A case of illegal cow smuggling has
also been registered against the victims. Further investigation is underway."

 THE MAHUA WILL BE
MANUFACTURED IN TWO
TRIBAL DOMINATED DISTRICTS OF DINDORI AND
ALIRAJPUR AS PART OF
PILOT PROJECT AFTER
TRADITIONAL DRINK HAS
GOT 'HERITAGE LIQUOR'
TAG.

fter mahua got 'heritage liquor'
tag, the Madhya Pradesh government has cleared the decks
for it to be served in bars and hotels
owned by MP tourism corporation.
The move is aimed at empowering
the local tribal as mahua will be

Team Absolute|Bhopal

1 KILLED, 2 INJURED AFTER MOB ATTACKS
TRUCK TRANSPORTING CATTLE

Mahua gets 'heritage liquor' tag, to be
served in MP Tourism bars and hotels

A

 The Madhya
Pradesh Economic
Offences Wing
(EOW) has recovered Rs 85 lakh
cash and documents related to
other properties
worth several
crores from the
house of a state
government
employee during a
raid.

mahua.A notification for production
of mahua as heritage liquor was
issued on Tuesday.
The mahua will be produced in
tribal dominated districts of Alirajpur
and Dindori by two self-help

groups.The local residents in Alirajpur
have suggested brand name 'Mond'
and a final decision on it will be taken
by the government, said Excise
Commissioner Rajeev Chandra
Dubey.The mahua will be served in
18 MP Tourism bars and hotels as
part of pilot project. The mahua will
be produced based on demand and
there has been no sat target.
Government will take a call on
opening sale counters depending on
the response. It is for the first time
that mahua has been produced profesionally. Officials said the mahua
manufacture will be followed by
research conducted by Vasant Dada
Sugar Institute in Maharashtra's
Pune.Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh
government will help in setting
mahua manufacturing units in the
two districts

Keswani, an upper divisional
clerk in the medical education department of the state
government, was discharged
from the hospital late on
Wednesday. Keswani had
attempted suicide by consuming floor-cleaning poison
on Wednesday after seeing
the EOW team at the door of
his house. He was admitted
to Bhopal's Hamidia hospital
for treatment, which had
prompted the EOW to suspend the raid. After Keswani
was discharged from the hospital, the raid was resumed
late on Wednesday.
According to EOW sources,
searches revealed assets

worth more than 300 per cent
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.
The raid was conducted at
Keswani's bungalow located
in the Bairagarh area in
Bhopal. It also revealed that
he had invested in several
properties in the area.
Keswani's role was already
under scanner in connection
with EOW's ongoing investigation into a case of alleged
financial irregularities against
renowned charitable trust Jeev Seva Sansthaan at
Bhopal.
The office-bearers of the
trust have already been summoned for questioning.

MP board supplementary exam result
2022 for Class 10, 12 released
Madhya Pradesh Board of Secondary Education supplementary exam result 2022 have been declared
separately from the MP Board 'Ruk Jana Nahi' results
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he Madhya Pradesh Board of
Secondary Education (MPBSE)
on Wednesday declared the
Supplementary exam 2022 results for
Class 10 and Class 12. The results are
available on the official websites of
the MP board:
mpbse.mponline.gov.in and mpresults.nic.in Contrary to the previous
reports, the MPBSE 2022
Supplementary Result has been
released separately from the MP
Board 'Ruk Jana Nahi' results. The
supplementary exams or 'Purak
Pariksha' for the said result were conducted from June 21 to June 30, 2022.
The students who appeared for the
MPBSE 2022 Supplementary can
check and download their results
online by referring to the simple stepby-step guide:
Go to the official website for results

of the Madhya Pradesh Board of
Secondary Education:
mpresults.nic.inClick the result link
that you wish to check: 'MPBSE - HSC
(Class 10th) Supplementary Results 2022' and 'MPBSE - HSSC (Class 12th)
Supplementary Results -2022'Enter
student's login credentials such as roll
number and application numberThe
MP board class 10 supplementary
result or MP board class 12 supplementary result of the candidate will
flash on the screenDownload and
take a print out The students who fail
in the final exams for the session, in
one or more subjects, are placed to
compartment and have to appear for
the supplementary examinations.
Madhya Pradesh Board announced
the examination results for Class 5, 8,
10 and 12 for both MP State Open
School Education Board and MP Ruk
Jana Nahi (Class 10 and 12) were
announced in the last week of July.

MP board supplementary exam result
2022 for Class 10, 12 released
Madhya Pradesh Board of Secondary Education supplementary exam result 2022 have been declared separately from the MP Board 'Ruk Jana Nahi' results
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T

he Madhya Pradesh
Board of Secondary
Education (MPBSE) on
Wednesday declared the
Supplementary exam 2022
results for Class 10 and Class
12. The results are available
on the official websites of the
MP board: mpbse.mponline.gov.in and
mpresults.nic.in Contrary to
the previous reports, the
MPBSE 2022 Supplementary
Result has been released
separately from the MP
Board 'Ruk Jana Nahi'
results. The supplementary
exams or 'Purak Pariksha' for
the said result were conduct-

ed from June 21 to June 30,
2022. The students who
appeared for the MPBSE
2022 Supplementary can
check and download their
results online by referring to
the simple step-by-step
guide:
Go to the official website
for results of the Madhya
Pradesh Board of Secondary
Education:
mpresults.nic.inClick the
result link that you wish to
check: 'MPBSE - HSC (Class
10th) Supplementary Results
-2022' and 'MPBSE - HSSC
(Class 12th) Supplementary
Results -2022'Enter student's
login credentials such as roll
number and application

numberThe MP board class
10 supplementary result or
MP board class 12 supplementary result of the candidate will flash on the
screenDownload and take a
print out The students who
fail in the final exams for the
session, in one or more subjects, are placed to compartment and have to appear for
the supplementary examinations. Madhya Pradesh
Board announced the examination results for Class 5, 8,
10 and 12 for both MP State
Open School Education
Board and MP Ruk Jana
Nahi (Class 10 and 12) were
announced in the last week
of July.

Heavy Rainfall Resumes over MP and Chhattisgarh

IMD ISSUES ALERTS OVER MULTIPLE DISTRICTS FROM AUGUST 4-8
Team Absolute|Bhopal

F

ollowing a brief break, the monsoon showers have once
again returned over the Central Indian states of Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. And now, it looks like they are
here to stay and leave their mark, with intense rains forecast
over the region for the remainder of this week.
As per the India Meteorological Department (IMD), fairly
widespread to widespread rains, along with isolated heavy falls
(64.5 mm-115.5 mm), thunderstorms and lightning, are all very
likely over Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh for the next five
days - from Thursday to next Monday, August 4-8.
Furthermore, isolated to scattered very heavy falls (115.5
mm-204 mm) are expected across Chhattisgarh from Friday to
Monday (August 5-8) and over Madhya Pradesh just next
Monday (August 8).
While the very heavy rains persist, both states will remain on
an orange alert ('be prepared' for rough weather). Otherwise,
during heavy rainfall activity, they will be placed on a yellow
watch ('be aware' of local weather situation).
Within the two states, the IMD has issued orange alerts over
the following districts: Thursday, August 4: Narayanpur and
Dantewada in CH. Friday, August 5: Kanker, Kondagaon,
Narayanpur, Dantewada, Bijapur, Bastar and Sukma in

CH.Saturday, August 6: Kanker, Kondagaon, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur, Bastar and Sukma in CH.
Sunday, August 7: Kanker, Kondagaon, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur, Bastar and Sukma in CH; Guna,
Ashoknagar, Vidisha, Sagar, Khargone, Khandwa and
Burhanpur in MP.As for their capital cities of Bhopal and
Raipur, the former may experience some thunderstorm activity
for the next 24 hours, but the intense showers are likely to elude
both locations for the next five days. Overall, this fresh rain spell
will be brought about by the combination of multiple meteorological factors, including the monsoon trough that currently lies
south of its normal position, a low-pressure that's currently in
the process of forming over northwest and adjoining west-central Bay of Bengal, and a shear zone over South Peninsular
India that's moving northwards. In fact, these wet conditions
that have resumed after a brief break began over Madhya
Pradesh during the second half of Wednesday (August 3) itself,
with the IMD observing rainfall and thundershowers at isolated places across the state.Meanwhile, since the beginning of
the monsoon season on June 1, both Madhya Pradesh (530.8
mm) and Chhattisgarh (606.9 mm) have recorded 'normal'
rainfall, deviating from their long-term averages by +7% and 1%, respectively.
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Leslie Grace opens up

CHRISSY
TEIGEN

on her 'Batgirl' movie
getting canned

ANNOUNCES PREGNANCY
TWO YEARS AFTER
LOSING JACK

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctress-singer Leslie Grace has reacted to the cancellation of
her 'Batgirl' movie. The comic book film would've marked
Grace's biggest acting role following her breakthrough performance in 'In the Heights'. It would have also been a rare
superhero film headlined by a Latina actor, reports 'Variety'.
The actress has issued a statement following the studio's decision to
kill plans for a release of the film in theatres or on HBO Max.
Grace wrote on Instagram, "Querida familia! On the heels of the
recent news about our movie 'Batgirl,' I am proud of the love, hard
work and intention all of our incredible cast and tireless crew put into
this film over 7 months in Scotland."
She thanked everyone for their support, "I feel blessed to have
worked among absolute greats and forged relationships for a lifetime
in the process! To every Batgirl fan - THANK YOU for the love and
belief, allowing me to take on the cape and become, as Babs said
best, amy own damn hero!' Batgirl for life!"
According to 'Variety,' she also shared a behind-the-scenes look at
the film, including videos of Grace working the camera, singing along
to Nelly Furtado's 'Promiscuous Girl' with her castmates and crooning
Whitney Houston's 'I Will Always Love You' while getting suited up.

M

odel Chrissy Teigen has
announced that she is
expecting a 'miracle' baby
with her musician husband John
Legend.
She took to Instagram on
Wednesday to make this announcement which comes two years after
they lost their baby boy Jack, reports
mirror.co.uk.
Teigen shared two beautiful pictures of her blossoming baby bump as
she described the 'joy' that has been
blessed on the family after their
heartache.
Speaking about her fertility and
pregnancy journey so far, she
penned: "The last few years have
been a blur of emotions to say the
least, but joy has filled our home
and hearts again. 1 billion shots
later (in the leg lately, as u can
see!) we have another on the
way.
"Every appointment I've said
to myself, 'ok if it's healthy
today I'll announce' but then I
breathe a sigh of relief to hear
a heartbeat and decide I'm
just too nervous still. I don't
think I'll ever walk out of
an appointment with
more excitement than
nerves but so far, everything is perfect and
beautiful and I'm feeling hopeful and
amazing. Ok phew
it's been very hard
keeping this in for so
long!"
The couple have
two children together
- Luna, five, and Miles,
three. In September 2020, they tragically
lost their third child, a baby boy they had
called Jack, 20 weeks into pregnancy.

JASON MOMOA
SURPRISES
PASSENGERS,
SERVES
DRINKS ON
FLIGHT

Los Angeles | Agencies

H

ollywood star Jason
Momoa made a very
special trip this week
from Los Angeles to Hawaii. He
also made it a never-to-forget
trip for the passengers on the
flight.
The actor was travelling to
Hawaiian Airlines to celebrate the
airline's partnership with his water
company Mananalu.Actor surprised unsuspecting passengers by
personally handing out aluminum
bottles filled with the purified water,
reports people.com.
TikTok user @livinglikekylee posted
a video their aunt sent of Momoa
handing out the bottles. The video had
the caption, "When Jason Momoa is
your flight attendant."
The 'Aquaman' actor also documented the special occasion on his Instagram
page with his own video footage.
"Bright and early. It should be a good
day. I'm going home to Hawaii with the
babies, and we're doing something really
cool, very cool, something like how it all
started," he said.Of his inspiration for the
activation, he explained that he questioned
why he would always see plastic single-use
water bottles on flights."It's a dream come
true...why can't we have aluminum? There's
sparkling water, there's sparkling beer, there's soda, soft drinks. Why do I have to have this little single tiny
water? So this is my first time being able to do this. So I'm going to make the announcement on Hawaiian
Airlines...I'm excited I'm going home."

Angelina Jolie does
Electric Slide at
daughter's
college send-off

Kim Kardashian,
Pete Davidson find
long-distance
relationship 'hard'

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

R

eality TV star Kim
Kardashian and comedian
Pete Davidson remain
strong despite being miles apart
from each other.
The couple, who have been
physically separated for weeks
now due to their work commitments, reportedly find a long-distance relationship "hard", but
won't let it get in the way of their
hot romance, reports aceshowbiz.com.
"Kim and Pete are in constant
communication," a source spills
to Us Weekly on how the pair
maintain their relationship.
The so-called insider notes that
their different "time zones and
filming call times make talking
difficult. They send each other
love notes while the other is
sleeping and FaceTime whenever
their schedules link up," the
source goes on dishing before
adding, "The distance has been
hard, but even communicating
long-distance is exciting for
them."
Despite not being close to each
other, the reality star and the
'Saturday Night Live' alum "can't
get enough of each other," the
insider says.
They are "still very smitten with
each other and can't wait until
they're in the same place again,"
the source further reveals.
Davidson has been in Australia
to film his new movie 'Wizards!',
while Kim mainly stays in Los
Angeles with her four children.

Los Angeles | Agencies

P

roud mom Angelina Jolie, whose daughter Zahara will be attending Spelman
College, was seen doing the Electric Slide to the tune of 'Candy' alongside a crowd
of other students and their families.
The Electric Slide is a smooth, dynamic disco-style dance form.
Dressed in an oversized grey sweater and white slacks, the 47-year-old Oscar winner
looked chic as she busted some moves, while her 17-year-old daughter kept it simple in
a plain white T-shirt, reports 'People'.
The duo were all smiles as Jolie held hands with another dancer wearing a "Spelman"
shirt during the event, which Morehouse Los Angeles President Brandon Rainey
described on social media as a "family reunion".
"You know the Family Reunion is lit when #SpelhouseLA is showing @joliestweet
some moves on the dance floor," Rainey tweeted alongside the clip of Jolie and her
daughter dancing.
On Sunday, Jolie announced via an Instagram post that Zahara, whom she shares
with her ex-husband Brad Pitt, will be attending the historically Black college this fall.
"Zahara with her Spelman sisters!" the 'Eternals' Jolie captioned an image of her
daughter surrounded by fellow Spelman attendees.
"Congratulations to all new students starting this year," she added, referring to the
Black college for women located in Atlanta.
"A very special place and an honor to have a family member as a new Spelman girl."
Jolie also added a group of hashtags to her post including "#SpelmanCollege,"
"#SpelmanSisters and "#HBCU." Jolie adopted Zahara in 2005.

Jennifer Lopez
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CWG 2022, Hockey: Harmanpreet hat-trick helps
India beat Wales 4-1, clinch semis spot

CWG 2022, BOXING: AMIT PANGHAL,JAISMINE, SAGAR
ADVANCE TO SEMIFINAL,ASSURE MEDALS FOR INDIA
Birmingham | Agencies

I

ndian boxers Amit Panghal,
Jaismine Lamboria and Sagar
Ahlawat advanced to the semifinal at 2022 Commonwealth Games
after winning their respective quarterfinal bouts, assuring three more
medals for the country, here on
Thursday.
Former world No 1 Amit, who had
to settle for a silver medal at Gold
Coast 2018, beat young Scottish boxer
Lennon Mulligan 5-0 in his quarterfinal to storm into the semifinals of the
men's flyweight 51kg boxing event at
the National Exhibition Centre (NEC)
in Solihull.
Panghal, a former Asian Games
champion and world championships
silver medallist, eased into the bout
after landing some big left jabs early
but the young Scotsman presented a
resolute front, landing a few meaty
shots of his own.
The Indian, who had defeated
Vanuatu's Namri Berri by unanimous
decision in the round of 16, however,
moved up a gear midway through the
first round and landed a few heavy
lefts to finish strong. Mulligan came

out swinging in the second round and
stayed busy on the mat to push the
Indian to the ropes. The experienced
Amit, though, counter punched his
way out of the seize and nicked the
second round off the young Scotsman
as well on the scorecard.
The third round was one-way traffic as Panghal controlled Mulligan
throughout and easily emerged the
victor by unanimous decision.

"I am confident of winning the gold
medal especially after that performance. I had never boxed him before
so I didn't know much about him but
I had a strategy and it worked very
well. I hit and moved. I have been
working on my endurance and footwork and I feel so strong because I
know I can win every fight," said Amit
after the win.In the semifinals at
Birmingham 2022, the 26-year old

Ultimate Kho Kho: Vijay Hajare to lead
Mumbai Khiladis, official jersey launched

M

Birmingham | Agencies

Birmingham, Aug 4 (IANS) The Indian
men's hockey team defeated Wales 4-1 in its
final preliminary league match here on
Thursday, making it to the semifinals and
maintaining their chances of topping the
group on goal difference.
Drag flicker Harmanpreet Singh struck a
hat-trick -- two goals off penalty corners and
one off a stroke, while Gurjant Singh added a
field goal as India came up with a strong performance in the Pool B match against Wales, a
team against which they had found it difficult
to get past. Gareth Furlong scored the lone
consolation goal for Wales in the 49th minute.
With this win, India surged to the top of the
points table with 10 points from four games,
unbeaten with three wins and a draw.
England are second in position with seven
points from three matches and have a game
to go against Canada. Wales remain third with
six points while Canada have one point from
three games. The win against Wales augurs
well for India as it improved their chances of
topping the group as they have a big goal difference of +22 goals and England have a goal
difference of eight goals and need to beat
Canada by around 15-16 goal difference if
they have to top the table. India dominated
the match and had 51 percent of possession
while Wales had 48 percent. India made 28
attacking circle penetration while Wales had
only 14 circle entries. India earned nine
penalty corners converting two of them while

Panghal will be up against Zambia's
Patrick Chinyemba, who knocked out
Australia's Alex Winwood in his final
eight bout. Meanwhile, in the
women's 60kg lightweight division,
India's Jaismine managed to beat
New Zealand's Troy Garton by a 4-1
split decision to enter the final four
and secure herself a CWG 2022 podium finish.
The 20-year-old will face Gemma
Paige Richardson in her semi-final
bout on Saturday.
On the other hand, Sagar Ahlawat,
in the men's 92+kg super heavyweight division, started slow against
Keddy Agnes of Seychelles but recovered to win the match 5-0. Sagar will
face either Jerome Feujio of Canada
or Nigeria's Ifeanyi Onyekwere in his
top-four bout.
Before Amit, Jaismine and Sagar,
Nikhat Zareen (50kg), Nitu Ganghas
(48kg) and Mohd Hussamudin (57kg)
had also reached the semifinal stage.
So, a total of six boxing medals have
been assured for India at CWG 2022,
so far. Notably, both losing semifinalists win a bronze and reaching the
top four guarantees a medal in boxing.

on one they got a penalty stroke.
Harmanpreet opened India's account in the
18th minute when he converted a penalty
corner and then made it 2-0 within a minute
when he converted another penalty corner as
India led at half-time. Harmanpreet completed his hat-trick when he converted a penalty
stroke in the 41st minute and then Gurjant
Singh made it 4-0 when he scored a field goal
in the 41st minute.Wales finally got their goal
after creating a number of chances when
Gareth Furlong made it 1-4 when he scored
five minutes before the final hooter.
India will get to know their semifinal opponent when the situation in Pool A becomes
clearer as Australia lead the pool with nine
points while three teams, New Zealand, South
Africa and Pakistan have four points each and
the next lot of matches will decide which
team will finish in the second position.

CWG 2022, cricket

SOUTH AFRICA WOMEN HAMMER SRI LANKA BY 10 WICKETS

Mumbai | Agencies

umbai Khiladis, who
are set to compete in
the inaugural
Ultimate Kho Kho season
starting from August 14,
launched their home and
away jerseys for the season at
a glitzy event here on
Thursday.
Along with unveiling their
official jersey, the Mumbaibased franchise also
announced Vijay Hajare as
their captain for the season.
The unveiling and
announcement were done by
team Owners Punit Balan,
Janhavi Dhariwal Balan and
Bollywood Rapper Badshah
at a star-studded event. In
attendance were Madhukar
Shree, CEO, Rajendra Sapte,
Head Coach and Shobhi R,
Assistant Coach.
Addressing the gathering,
Badshah, Owner of Mumbai
Khiladis expressed, "I have
an emotional connection

Birmingham | Agencies

from Masabata Klaas. Bar a couple of
fours from Malsha Shehani, the Sri
Lankan lower-order did not contribute much as they were bowled out
for 46, their lowest-ever score in
T20Is.
Set a merge target of 47, South
Africa made light work of the chase as
they needed a little over six overs to
complete the win. The Sri Lanka
bowlers were awry in the lines, giving
away easy boundaries for the Proteas
openers Anneke Bosch (20 not out off
16) and Tazmin Brits (21 not out off
21).
Brits finished the game off in style
with a four, handing South Africa
their first win at the Commonwealth
Games by 10 wickets in 6.1 overs.

P

with Kho Kho as my mother
has played the sport at the
state level. That was my
biggest motivation to invest
in this sport. I am really excited and looking forward to
this new chapter of my life."
Badshah also announced
that he will release an
anthem for the team. When
asked about the team
anthem, Badshah said, "With
regard to motivating the team
for the tournament, this is the
least I could do for the players. It's a work in progress,
but I am sure players will love
it, and you will love it as
well." Hailing from Kolhapur,
Maharashtra, Vijay Hajare, is

named captain of Mumbai
Khiladis. On his appointment, Hajare expressed, "I
would like to thank the owners and the coaches for putting faith in me. We have a lot
of young players on our side.
We need energetic players on
the mat and therefore it's fantastic that we have many
youngsters. Our practice is
carrying on in full swing and
we are excited about the
tournament."
Speaking about the
Mumbai Khiladis' preparedness for the tournament,
Head Coach Rajendra Sapte
said that the players are
focusing on fitness.

utting on a dominant display in
their final Group B match at the
2022 Commonwealth Games,
South Africa Women thrashed Sri
Lanka by 10 wickets to register their
first victory at the event, here on
Thursday.
Before beating Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka
had lost to New Zealand and England
in their first two matches at CWG
2022.
After winning the toss and opting
to field first, South Africa had a dream
start with the ball as Shabnim Ismail
struck off the very first ball to dismiss
Hasini Perera.
Masabata Klaas got in on the act
the very next over, angling the ball
away from the left-hander Harshitha
Samarawickrama with Sinalo Jafta
completing her second catch of the
match.
Nadine de Klerk bowled a splendid
double-wicket maiden off the last
over of the Powerplay, removing

Brief scores
Anushka Sanjeewani and Nilakshi de
Silva at either side of the over. Kavisha
Dilhari had her stumps uprooted by a
gem of a delivery from de Klerk as Sri

CWG 2022: Sindhu, Srikanth win singles openers; Hima
in 200m semis, Manju Bala qualifies in hammer throw
Birmingham | Agencies

I

ndian athletes were off to a good
start on the seventh day of competitions at the 2002 Commonwealth
Games here with two-time Olympic
medallist P.V Sindhu and former
World No.1 Kidambi Srikanth storming into the next round in women's
and men's singles respectively while
the track and field athletes Manju
Bala (hammer throw) and sprinter
Hima Das (women's 200m) making it
to the next stage in their respective
disciplines.
In the evening, long jumpers
Murali Sreeshankar and Muhammed
Anees Yahiya will be lining up for the
finals, hoping to add to the bronze
medal that Tejaswin Shankar won in
the high jump on Wednesday.
Sreeshankar, who has a personal
best of 8.36m, topped Group A in the
qualifying round, with a leap of 8.05
while Muhammed Anees was eight
with an effort of 7.88m.
On Thursday, Sindhu stormed into
the next round with a comprehensive

2-0 win against Fathimath Nabaaha
Abdul Razzaq of Maldives in a Round
of 32 match in Hall 5 at the National
Exhibition Centre (NEC) here.
Sindhu, the top seed here who has
already helped India win silver in the
Mixed Team competition, did not
break a sweat in outplaying her 23year-old opponent from Maldives 21-

07

4, 21-11.
Sindhu is hoping to add a gold
medal to the silver she won in
women's singles at the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games in 2018.
Srikanth, who too won a silver
medal in men's singles in 2018, started his campaign in individual events
with a commanding 21-9, 21-9 win

against Daniel Wanagaliya of Uganda
in a second-round match. Srikanth
had a bye in the first round and will
next take on the winner of the match
between Sri Lanka's D.
Abeywickrama and Cassar S. of Malta
to be played later in the evening.
Meanwhile, at the Alexander
Stadium, former Youth Olympic
Games medallist Hima Das topped
Heat 1 in Women's 200m in 23.42 seconds and qualified for the semifinals.
Overall, Hima was placed eighth in
the list of 24 players topped by
Nigeria's Favour Ofili in 22.71 while
Jamaica's sprint legend Elaine
Thompson-Herah, a five-time
Olympic medallist in 100m, 200m
and 4x100 relay since Rio 2016, qualified for the semis in 22.80.
In Women's Hammer Throw,
Indian strongwoman Manju Bala
hurled the hammer to 59.68 metres to
qualify for the final to be held on
August 6. Compatriot Sarita Romit
Singh managed a throw of 57.48m to
finish 13th as the top 12 placed
throwers qualified for the final.

Lanka lost half their side for just 18.
Chamari Athapaththu's 29-ball stay
at the crease finally came to an end,
courtesy of a brilliant return catch

Sri Lanka 46 in 17.1 overs
(Athapaththu 15, de Klerk 3-7) lost
to South Africa 49-0 in 6.1 overs
(Brits 21 not out, Bosch 20 not out)
by 10 wickets

CWG 2022: Indian men's hockey team
reaches semis with 4-1 win over Wales
Birmingham | Agencies

I

ndian men's hockey team
confirmed a spot in the
semifinals of the
Commonwealth Games 2022
with a 4-1 win over Wales here
on Thursday.
Harmanpreet Singh (18', 19',
41') scored a hat-trick in the
match, while Gurjant Singh
(49') also added in a goal as the
duo helped their team pull off a
solid win in a gritty contest.
Gareth Furlong (55') scored a
consolation goal for Wales in
the match.
India got off to a cautious
start, maintaining possession
in the midfield as Wales
pressed deeper inside India's
half. The in-form forward
Mandeep Singh managed to
break through the shackles and
enter inside the striking circle,
but Wales were able to clear
away the danger. Wales forward James Carson took a shot

on target but India goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh made a stunning
save to deny the opposition.
Mandeep Singh created an
opportunity in the final few
seconds of the first quarter, but
Welsh defence prevented a
shot on target, and the scoreline remained 0-0. Mandeep
Singh made a dangerous run
from the left flanks in the starting minutes of the second
quarter, continuing to put pressure on the Welsh defence.
Harmanpreet Singh put India
in front as he scored the first
goal of the match from a
Penalty Corner. A minute later,
Harmanpreet Singh added
another goal from another
Penalty Corner. At the stroke of
halftime, Wales pushed forward in number as James
Carson broke through Indian
defence. He passed the ball to
Rupert Shipperley, who hit it
wide, and India went to halftime with a 2-0 lead.

The second half started with
Abhishek earning a free hit for
India in a dangerous area,
which led to the Indian team
earning another Penalty
Corner. But this time around,
Harmanpreet Singh's powerful
dragflick was saved by Rupert
Shipperley. A great move was
set up by the duo of
Jarmanpreet Singh and
Akashdeep Singh. But the final
pass to Gurjant Singh in front
of the goal just went wide,
much to the relief of Welsh
defence. Harmanpreet Singh
completed his hat-trick as he
successfully converted a penalty stroke, taking his total goals
tally in the tournament to 9.
Trailing by three goals, Wales
started showcasing urgency in
the final quarter. Nilakanta
Sharma made a beautiful pass
inside the striking circle to
Akashdeep Singh, but his shot
on target was deflected away
by the goalpost.

44th Chess Olympiad: India A, India C face Chess Olympiad: India vs India to be a
off in 7th round match of open section no holds barred fight, not a fixed match

Mamallapuram | Agencies

C

ountry's two teams,
India A and India C, will
lock horns in a crucial
seventh-round match in the
open section at the 44th Chess
Olympiad here on Friday.
Though the dice is loaded
heavily in Team A's favour,
India C is capable of any
upsets. The team strategy
would be a major aspect as it
remains to be seen which players would be rested in one of
the most important rounds.
Team A have exhibited a solidity, not losing a single game,
but the top guns like Vidit
Gujrathi and Arjun Erigaisi
have not been in firing form.

India B will take on Cuba
which has been on a roll, surprising many in the previous
rounds. D Gukesh has been in
formidable form for India B
with a 6/6 on the top board.
The last half promises intense
and exciting battles and it is
largely a question of which
teams can rise to the occasion.
Permutations and combinations have often gone awry in
the last few rounds of the
Olympiad but one thing is
crystal-clear, performances
above average ratings, only can
enhance medal prospects.
After the halfway stage of the
44th Chess Olympiad with six
rounds completed, India A
and Armenia have emerged as

sole leaders in the women's
and open section respectively.
India A, in the women's section have justified their top
seeding with six successive victories to tally 12 points. Sixthseeded Azerbaijan and 20th
seed Romania follow behind
with 11 points each. The open
section has been a roller coaster ride with 12th seed Armenia
shooting into sole lead with a
12/12 score. The star-studded
US team is in second place
with 11 points while India A
and India B along with nine
others have totalled 10 points.
India A women's team have
been a cohesive unit with each
player rising to the occasion
whenever needing a victory.

Chennai | Agencies

I

t is going to be a no holds barred fight between
two Indian teams on Friday at the ongoing 44th
Chess Olympiad being held at Mamallapuram
near here, said the Indian officials.
There is no question of agreed draws/wins and
each player will fight tooth and nail as the medal
prospects are open, they added.
On Friday, the top board will see the fight
between the second seeded India 1 and the 16th
seeded India 3. India has fielded six teams - three
each in the Open and Women's sections - at the
Olympiad.
Both India 1 and India 3 have scored 10 points
each at the end of sixth round.
Agreed draws/wins in chess competitions is
nothing new and has happened in the past.
One view is that given the strength of its players,
the chances of second seeded India 1 team staying

at the top and contending for an Olympiad medal
are more than the chances of India 3 going up and
staying there after drawing/winning against the former.
"India 1 has to win the match tomorrow as splitting the point with India 3 will work against it in the
case of a tie-break to decide the medal winners
with more than one team scoring identical points,"
Ganesh Kumar Rajaram, a chess tournament
organiser, told IANS.
Losing to a higher rated player will not majorly
affect an India 3 player as the loss can be made up
soon. All the members of India 3 team are rated
above 2,600 ELO points and can beat any strong
player in the world. The team also has players who
have played in the Olympiad.
So, is there a possibility of India 3 team being
requested by the officials to allow its opponent to
win or sign the peace treaty by splitting the point, is
the question. "None of the All India Chess

Federation (AICF) officials will do that now. It
might have happened 30 years back when a player
would have been asked to split or give away a point
to his opponent. But it has not happened during
the last 30 years," chess Grandmaster (GM) Pravin
Thipsay, Head of the Indian Delegation at the
Olympiad, told IANS.He also added that the current
generation players are not for match fixing and they
would fight it out. Is it possible to do a post mortem
of a game and see whether a player - given his ratings and earlier games - actually gave away or split
a point?While anti-cheating laws are there, it is also
true it is not possible to prove that beyond a point,
chess players said.A player can be a piece up at one
particular point of time. But that doesn't mean he
will win as there are possibilities of him blundering
his queen, Thipsay said recalling an incident that
happened in a tournament several decades back.
He said an arbiter also cannot decide who will
win at a given point of time.
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Rachana Mistry: People used to compliment
me that I sound similar to

Rani Mukerji
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'N

a Umra Ki Seema Ho' actress Rachana
Mistry is quite happy as her voice is being
compared to Bollywood actress Rani
Mukerji. She says: "This has been and
always will be the best compliment that I
have ever received. Also Rani Mukerji used to be my father's
favourite actress. So whenever she used to appear on screen, my
father used to praise her and say that she is different from everyone."
"Her voice is so different that it makes her stand out from everyone".
Rachana is seen playing the character of Vidhi in the show who falls in love with an elderly man. The story is how their relationship evolves despite the age gap.
She further adds: "Ever since my voice started changing people used to compliment
me that I sound similar to Rani Mukerji, and I used to be at cloud 9 hearing this compliment." "But I myself adore the actress a lot. Her work and her movies have always been
fascinating for me and my father so being compared to her even if it's in terms of her
voice is itself the biggest compliment I'll always cherish," concludes the 'Thapki Pyaar
Ki' actress. The show also stars Iqbal essaying the character of Dev. It airs on Star Bharat.
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Arjun Rampal
celebrates 21
years of
Bollywood
career
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

rjun
Rampal
has completed over two
decades in the
Hindi film
industry as his
debut film
"Pyaar Ishq Aur
Mohabbat"
released 21
years ago on
this day. The
actor calls the
film "life-changing" as he says
he doesn't know
what would
have happened
if he had not got
this break.
Released in
2001, "Pyaar
Ishq Aur
Mohabbat" was
directed by Rajiv Rai. The film, which also starred Suniel
Shetty, Aftab Shivdasani and Keerti Reddy, is loosely based on
Hollywood movie "There's Something about Mary".
Talking about the milestone, Arjun said: "I am immensely
grateful to my dear friend and brother, Rajiv Rai, for his faith
and belief in me then and even now.
"I don't know what would have happened if he hadn't given
me this break because the film is very special and life-changing. Maybe, I would have broken. Pyaar, Ishq aur bhaut sara
Mohabbat to the entire team Shabbir Boxwala, Sunil Shetty,
Aftab S, Kirti, Vinod everyone."
In his 21-year-long career, the actor has delivered several
films such as "Aankhen", "Dil Hai Tumhaara", "Housefull",
"Rajneeti" and many more. He was also feted with the
National Award for his much-appreciated film "Rock On".
He will soon be in Abbas Mastan's "Penthouse", the period
war drama "Battle of Bhima Koregaon", and "The Rapist"
which won the Kim Jiseok award at 26th Busan International
Film Festival.

Grateful that
Bollywood
accepted
me with
open arms :
Sunny Leone

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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t has been a 10-year-long journey in Hindi cinema for
Sunny Leone, who feels grateful that Bollywood has
accepted her with open arms and that career in cinema
reiterates her faith in the fact that hard work always yields
result.
The actress began her career with "Jism 2" after a stint in "Bigg
Boss" season 5.
About journey, the actress said: "When my husband Daniel
Weber and I first started working, we borrowed money from
the banks to start our first company and we turned that into
a successful venture.
"When Bollywood happened to us, it was the next
chapter in my entertainment career. It's been an
amazing journey ever since. I am humbled. The
amazing love and support that my fans have
showered on me has helped me scale new
heights. I wouldn't have been able to do it
without their appreciation."My journey in cinema reiterates my faith in the fact that hard
work always yields results. I love my life and I
love my job."I have a wonderful family, a
great partner in Daniel, three beautiful children, a lovely home and a career that I have
worked hard to put together."I work every day,
sometimes without any offs and I have never
been satisfied with where I am. I am grateful that
Bollywood accepted me with open arms and I
have been able to create for myself a space in an
industry that happens only to chosen ones.

Gauahar Khan
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