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Bihar government to give subsidy
on diesel to woo farmers...

Our aim behind sharing insights
from the hiring industry is to help
recruiters and job seekers be well versed
with the latest trends and help in making an informed decision. A prevalent
problem in the hiring industry is the
prevalence of recruitment scams.
Keeping the issue in mind, Hirect is
ensuring the safety and security of the
users by eliminating the consultants in between."
Raj Das, Global Co-Founder & CEO,
Hirect India

56% of Indian job seekers faced scams
during their job hunt: Report

 THE REPORT WAS BASED ON A SURVEY WHERE 43.5 PER CENT OF
RESPONDENTS CLAIMED IT TAKES
AROUND 1 WEEK TO HIRE FROM
RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION TO AN
OFFER LETTER.
 TIER 1 CITIES SHOWED INCREASING
HIRING FOR BOTH TECHNICAL AND
NON-TECHNICAL POSITIONS. THE
MOST IN-DEMAND TECH POSITIONS IN
MUMBAI AND BENGALURU ARE FULL
STACK ENGINEER, JAVA ENGINEER, IT
TECHNICAL SUPPORT, NET DEVELOPER, AND PHP DEVELOPER.
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A

bout 56 per cent of
job seekers in India
face scams during
their job hunt
process, according to
a report.The report by Hirect, a
chat-based direct hiring platform, showed that millennials
aged between 20-29 are the
most exposed to scams and

The Court noted that according to the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics- "Adoption indicates the transfer of a child from old kinsmen to the new. The child ceases to be a member
of the family to which he belongs by birth. The child loses all rights and is deprived of all
duties concerning his natural parents and kinsmen. In the new family, the child is like the
natural-born child with all the rights and liabilities of a native-born member."

The mother being the
only natural guardian of the
child has the right to decide
the surname of the child. She
also has the right to give the
child in adoption".
Supreme Court
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he Supreme Court on Thursday
ruled that a mother, being the
only natural guardian of the
child, has the right to decide the surname of the child, and even after the
demise of her first husband, cannot
be restrained from including the
child in her new family and deciding
the surname.
It noted that in the case of Githa
Hariharan and Ors. vs. Reserve Bank
of India and others, the apex court
elevated the mother to an equal
position as the father, bolstering her
right as a natural guardian of the
minor child under Section 6 of the

New Delhi: Google and Apple on
Thursday pulled popular battle royale
game Battlegrounds Mobile India (BGMI)
from their respective app stores, following
a government order.Battlegrounds Mobile
India (BGMI) is the Indian version of
PUBG Mobile, exclusively for players in
the country developed and published by
Krafton.The game was released on July 2,
2021 for Android devices, and on August
18, 2021, after the government had
banned PUBG along with Chinese apps
over national security concerns."On
receipt of the order, following the established process, we have notified the affected developer and have blocked access to
the app that remained available on the
Play Store in India," a Google spokesperson told reporter.Apple had also removed
the app from its App Store.Krafton was yet
to comment on the development.

Hindu Minority and Adoption Act,
1956.Justice Murari, who authored
the judgment on behalf of the bench,
said: "After the demise of her first
husband, being the only natural
guardian of the child, we fail to see
how the mother can be lawfully
restrained from including the child
in her new family and deciding the
surname of the child."
He said a surname refers to the
name a person shares with other
members of that person's family,
and it is not only indicative of lineage and should not be understood
just in context of history, culture and
lineage but more importantly the
role it plays is with regard to the

social reality along with a sense of
being for children in their particular
environment. "Homogeneity of surname emerges as a mode to create,
sustain and display family," said the
bench.
The apex court noted that the
direction of the high court to include
the name of the woman's husband
as step-father in documents is
almost cruel and mindless of how it
would impact the mental health and
self-esteem of the child.
Setting aside the high court direction, the bench said in recent times,
the modern adoption theory aims to
restore family life to a child deprived
of his or her biological family.
The top court noted the change of
surname was also not part of the
pleadings before the high court,
therefore it traversed beyond pleadings and such directions are liable to
be set aside on this ground.

Woman, collecting firewood, finds
4.39 carat diamond in MP's Panna
Team Absolute|Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh's Panna,
famous for its diamond
mines, has made many
poor families' fortune as they come
across precious stones in the most
unexpected places.
In the latest such instance, Lady
Luck smiled on a poor woman,
who had gone to collect firewood in
a forest area in Panna, as she
returned with a 4.39 carat diamond.
The woman, identified as
Gendabai and a resident of

Purusottampur village of the district, was busy in collecting firewood, she noticed a sparkling stone
lying just few metres away from her.
She took it and went to govern-

ment-run 'Diamond Office' and
shown it to the officials present
there. There, she was informed that
"stone" she had found and brought
from the forest is actually a precious diamond.
"The raw diamond, which the
woman found, has been received
from her and would be auctioned
and the money would be given to
her after the deduction of government royalty and taxes. The diamond is estimated to be worth Rs
20-25 lakh," said Anupam Singh, a
diamond inspector.

DELHI REPORTS OVER 1,000 COVID
CASES FOR SECOND DAY IN ROW
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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MOTHER ONLY NATURAL GUARDIAN OF CHILD, HAS THE RIGHT TO DECIDE THE SURNAME: SC

THE TOP COURT SET ASIDE A
2014 ANDHRA PRADESH HIGH
COURT DIRECTION TO A MOTHER TO COMPLETE THE FORMALITIES FOR RESTORATION
OF THE SURNAME AND
FATHER'S SURNAME OF THE
CHILD. THE WOMAN'S FIRST
HUSBAND HAD DIED IN 2006,
WHEN HER CHILD WAS ONLY
TWO AND A HALF YEARS OLD.
SHE REMARRIED IN 2007.
THE CHILD'S GRANDPARENT,
FROM THE FATHER'S SIDE, HAD
URGED THE COURT TO ALLOW
THE CHILD TO USE HIS BIOLOGICAL FATHER'S SURNAME. THE
HIGH COURT ALSO PASSED A
DIRECTION THAT THE NAME OF
THE NATURAL FATHER SHALL
BE SHOWN AND IF IT IS OTHERWISE IMPERMISSIBLE, THE
NAME OF THE WOMAN'S SECOND HUSBAND SHALL BE MENTIONED AS STEP-FATHER.
THE WOMAN MOVED THE TOP
COURT CHALLENGING THE
HIGH COURT'S DIRECTIONS.
IN JULY 2019, DURING THE
PENDENCY OF THE PRESENT
PETITION, THE STEPFATHER OF
THE CHILD ADOPTED THE
CHILD BY WAY OF REGISTERED
ADOPTION DEED.
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elhi on Thursday reported
1,128 fresh Covid cases in
last 24 hours, the second
successive day when its tally
crossed over 1,000 after around
one month, while there was no
new death, the government health
bulletin said.
The capital had reported 1,066
Covid cases on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the Covid positivity

rate has marginally declined to
6.56 per cent, and the number of
active cases stands at 3,526, out of
which 2,206 patients are being
treated in home isolation.
With 841 patients recovering in
the last 24 hours, the total number
of recoveries has gone to
19,22,097, while Delhi's total caseload is 19,51,930 and the death toll
26,307.
The number of Covid containment zones stands at 171.

fraudulent job offers.
Das said keeping the issue in
mind, the company is ensuring
the safety and security of the
users by eliminating the consultants in between.
In Gurugram, the most indemand positions are full stack
engineer, PHP developer, Java
engineer, IT technical support,
web front end engineer, etc.

Congress's Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury's "Rashtrapatni"
remark sparks uproar in Parliament
Team Absolute|New
Delhi

A

ccusing the
Congress of
"demeaning"
President Droupadi
Murmu, Union Minister
Smriti Irani today protested in the Lok Sabha
demanding an apology
after its leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury called
her "Rashtrapatni". Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury swiftly apologised saying it
was a mere slip of the
tongue and the BJP is
"making a mountain out
of a molehill". He accused
the BJP of distracting
from crucial discussions
on price rise, the
Agnipath scheme, unemployment etc.
As the Lok Sabha
descended into utter pandemonium, Congress
President Sonia Gandhi
walked over to a BJP
Member of Parliament
(MP) to ask why she was
being dragged into a row
over party leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury's
remark on President
Droupadi Murmu. "What
is my fault?" Sonia
Gandhi is learnt to have
asked Bihar MP Rama
Devi. That's when Union
Minister Smriti Irani
stepped in and was seen
gesturing towards her. In
the middle of this conversation, Smriti Irani cut in.
"Madam, may I help you?
I took your name," she
told Sonia Gandhi. Sonia
Gandhi said "Don't talk to
me", according to
sources.

"'Rashtrapati' is
gender neutral representing 'leader of
the country' and
therefore I think it
not a slip of tongue
but a deliberate
sexist insult against President. Sonia
Gandhi must apologise."
Nirmala Sitharaman,
Union Minister, Finance

"I am a Bengali,
Hindi is not my mother tongue. I am not
used to Hindi. If
despite this our
President is offended, then I will meet
her and talk to her
and explain to her but not to anyone."
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Congress Leader
"Under Sonia
Gandhi's leadership, Congressmen
continue to demean
the women in constitutional posts.
Congress party for
demeaning the first tribal President of
our country needs to apologise in
Parliament, on the streets of India."
Smriti Irani, Union Minister,
Women and Child Development

Cloudburst, flash floods damage roads,
property in J&K, Kargil
Srinagar|Agencies

I

ncessant rains in the Jammu division and
flash floods triggered by cloudburst in Kargil
district of Ladakh UT on Thursday damaged
agricultural fields, private property and also led
to rivers brimming up.
Reports from Kargil district said flash flood
damaged some vehicles, agricultural fields,
and houses. However, no loss of life has been
reported.In Jammu division, water level in
Chenab, Tawi, Basantar and Ujh rivers rose
alarming because of incessant rains.
At Akhnoor in Jammu district, the water
level of Chenab rose to 35.5 ft in the morning
which was above the danger mark.The water

level,
however, came
down to
32 ft in
the
evening.The district administration in Ramban
ordered closure of all educational institutions
in the morning as the Chenab River runs
through the middle of this district.
Four youth were rescued by the army in
Poonch district after they were trapped in flood
waters.The Amarnath Yatra was suspended
along both Baltal and Pahalgam routes as officials said a decision on resumption would be
taken after the weather improves.

RAJYA SABHA: 3 MORE OPPOSITION MPS SUSPENDED FOR 1 WEEK
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

hree more Rajya Sabha
members were suspended on Thursday
for a week for "disrupting"
the House proceedings and
showing "utter disregard" to
the Chair.The three suspended members are Sushil
Kumar Gupta, Sandeep
Kumar Pathak and Ajit
Kumar Bhuyan.
With this, 23 members
from the Opposition are now

facing suspension.
The House proceedings
were adjourned for till 2 p.m.
amid ruckus from the
Opposition benches.

These members were suspended for entering the Well
of House, shouting slogans
and displaying placards.
Minister of State for

Parliamentary Affairs V.
Muraleedharan moved a
motion against them which
was adopted by a voice vote.
On Wednesday, one Sanjay
Singh and on Tuesday, 19
opposition Members were
suspended from the House
for a week for disrupting
House proceedings.
The 19 members include
seven from the TMC, six from
the DMK, three from TRS,
two from CPI (M) and one
from CPI.
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WBSSC SCAM: PARTHA CHATTERJEE STRIPPED OF Phulwari Sharif case: NIA conducts
raids in Bihar, recovers digital devices
TRINAMOOL POSTS, SUSPENDED FROM PARTY
T
H
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Kolkata|Agencies

ours after Mamta Banerjee
government stripped him of
all his ministerial portfolios,
the ruling Trinamool Congress on
Thursday announced that Partha
Chatterjee, who had been arrested in
the multi-crore West Bengal School
Service Commission (WBSSC),
stands suspended from the party, till
the time the investigations in the
matter are over and the final results
of the probe comes forth.
Earlier, the cabinet took a decision
to remove Chatterjee, who held the
portfolios of Commerce and
Industries, Parliamentary Affairs
Department, and Information
Technology and Electronics, as
Minister.
A meeting of the party's disciplinary committee, chaired by national
General Secretary Abhishek
Banerjee at the party's head office of
Trinamool Congress Bhavan, took
the decisions to suspend Chatterjee
from the party as well as to remove
him from all party post.
"He will remain suspended from
the party till the time the investigation is completed and the entire pic-

ture is clear. At the same time, he
stands removed from the party posts
like Secretary General, national
Working Committee member,
Disciplinary Committee member
and the editor of the party's organ in
Bengali, Jago Bangla. The decision
has been taken following certain circumstantial evidences that came
forth since the last one week. We are
committed to the people and hence

we decided to give the benefit of
doubt to the people rather than our
own party Secretary General,"
Abhishek Banerjee told media persons after the meeting.
He, at the same time, maintained
that the party has no connection
with Partha Chatterjee's aide, Arpita
Mukherjee, from whose residences
ED sleuths have recovered huge
treasure in two phases from the last

Bihar government to give subsidy
on diesel to woo farmers
Patna|Agencies

W

hile "Muft Ki Rewdi" (freebies) has
become a political issue in the country, Bihar's Nitish Kumar government on Thursday decided to give subsidy
on diesel for agriculture purpose for the next
three months.
State Agriculture Minister Amrendra
Pratap Singh said that the farmers can avail
subsidy of Rs 600 for one acre per month,
subject to a ceiling of 8 acres.
"We have taken the decision to help farmers with low-cost irrigation. A large part of
Bihar comes under the drought zone. Hence,
the decision was taken to provide subsidies
on diesel to them," he said.
"The farmers of Bihar will get the subsidy
from July 29 to October 30. One farmer will
get a maximum subsidy for his/her 8 acres. If
any farmers will have more than 8 acres, they
cannot claim beyond the maximum limit set
by the department," he added.
The decision assumes significance as
farmers of the country are perceived as being
not pleased with Narendra Modi government
at the Centre.
Farmers are a big vote bank in Bihar and

one week.
"One can say that Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee was spotted at the
dais of a Durga Puja inauguration.
But that proves nothing. Even the
Prime Minister was spotted at the
same dais with tainted industrialist,
Nirav Modi. BJP has absolutely no
right to raise such questions," he
said. He also said that although initially it was decided that action
against Partha Chatterjee will be
taken after the court verdict makes
the picture clear, following circumstantial evidence, the party decided
to take this disciplinary decision at
this moment. "Yes, we have taken
seven days to make this decision.
But show me any other national
party which acted so fast on the
issue of corruption," he said.
He also said that if by any chance
Partha Chatterjee in future comes to
an understanding with BJP, he will
surely come clean of all allegations.
"I am not trying to defend anyone.
But there had been such instances in
the past like the present Leader of
the Opposition in the Assembly," he
said, in a jibe at Suvendu Adhikari,
who was earlier in the Trinamool
before switching over to the BJP.

F
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar is well aware of
their power. If he could win them over
through such offers, it would be highly beneficial in the next Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections. While Singh is from the BJP, but
every decision taken in Bihar only after the
approval of the Chief Minister and hence, his
JD-U will take credit for it. The JD-U is also
well aware that fuel prices are high in the
country, and hence, it could turn out to be a
master stroke for Nitish Kumar government
and JD-U in wooing the farmers.

ormer Home Minister of
Gujarat Vipul Chaudhary courted controversy when he advocated for quality liquor in the dry
state.
His remarks came against the
backdrop of hooch tragedy that
claimed 46 lives in Ahmedabad and
Botad districts.
Vipul Chaudhary made the statement during the Arbuda Panel's
Patan District Working committee
meeting on Wednesday. Under
Chaudhary's leadership, Arbuda
Panel is going to contest elections of
the Mehsana District Cooperative
Milk Producers' Union Ltd
(Dudhsagar Dairy). While advocating
for quality liquor Chaudhary said,
"No stringent law can enforce cent
per cent prohibition, then what is the
meaning of law, it is better that quality liquor is provided." "If you want to

C

consume alcohol, have a quality one
just like the milk supplied by cooperative milk dairies. The state government should make quality liquor
available through cooperative societies," he added. OBC and BJP leader
Alpesh Thakor, who paid a visit to the

he give to the government in light of
this decision (discontinuation of EV
subsidy scheme)," Tilve questioned.
"Two years after Delhi government's Electric Vehicle Policy came

into force, more than 60,000 EVs
have been registered there. On the
other hand, the BJP-led government
in Goa ended the scheme within
seven months of implementation,"

he said. Tilve said that more than
2,300 charging stations have been
made available by AAP in less than
two years (in Delhi), and many more
are currently being built.
"There are already 150 electric
buses running in Delhi, and the AAP
government plans to add 2,000 more
by the end of 2023. Electric vehicles
comprised 10 per cent of the vehicles sold this year, thus Delhi will
soon become the EV capital," he
added. "Rather than trying to copy
Arvind Kejriwal's strategies without
understanding how to make them
successful, CM Pramod Sawant
should be modest and ask the Delhi
Chief Minister to teach him," Tilve
advised.

Rajasthan receives 66% extra rain IAF's MiG-21 crashes in
this season, says Met officials Rajasthan, both pilots dead

R

ajasthan has received
66 per cent surplus
rains this monsoon,
said Meteorological
Department officials,
adding that Banswara was
the wettest city after
recording a rainfall of 357
mm from June 1 to July 28.
Sirohi recorded 353.7
mm of rainfall, which was
second highest in the state,
and Jhalawar received 33.7
mm of rainfall.
Meanwhile, Jodhpur in
Rajasthan has been receiving heavy rains since
Monday and hence Army
personnel had to be called
to take up the rescue work.
Life has come to a standstill with trains being suspended and road connec-

and his brother Manzar Alam
was involved in the 2013 serial
bomb blast in the Gandhi
Maidan rally of then Prime
Ministerial candidate
Narendra Modi. Mohammad
Jalaluddin also has some connections with the SIMI.
During the raid, some objectionable documents which
indicated that they were
involved in brainwashing the
Muslim youth were also
recovered. They were also
working on Mission 2047 of
the Popular Front of India
(PFI) to make India a Muslim
country.

Patan|Agencies

Panaji|Agencies

Jaipur|Agencies

the suspected terror module
case, the security agencies
had first arrested Athar
Parvez, Mohammad
Jalaluddin and Arman Malik.
During questioning, they have
revealed the names of
Margoob and Shabbir.
Margoob was allegedly
running a social networking
group called 'Ghazwa-EHind', and was connected
with the youth of Pakistan and
Bangladesh. The investigators
claimed that Athar Parvez was
associated with banned
organisation Students' Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI),

Former MOS sparks controversy by batting
for quality liquor in dry Gujarat

Goa discontinues EV scheme; AAP
says learn from Arvind Kejriwal
riticising BJP government for
discontinuing subsidy scheme
for electric vehicles in Goa,
Aam Aadmi Party Vice President for
the state Adv. Surel Tilve has said
that the Pramod Sawant government
should learn from Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal about turning the EV scheme into a success
rather than scrapping it.
Tilve pointed out that when people were complaining about the high
cost of fuel, Goa BJP Minister Nilesh
Cabral advised them to take advantage of the government's subsidy
programme and purchase electric
vehicles. "What advise Cabral would

he National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has found digital
devices and various incriminating materials during the
raids it conducted on
Thursday at multiple locations in Bihar in connection
with the Phulwari Sharif case.
The raids were conducted
in Patna, Darbhanga, East
Champaran, Nalanda and
Madhubani districts of Bihar
The case was initially registered on July 12 with Police
Station Phulwari Sharif, and
later on, after getting directions of the MHA, the NIA reregistered the case on July 22
under sections 120, 120B, 121,
121A, 153A, 153-B and 34 of
the Indian Penal Code The
Bihar police had made several
arrests in this connection and
had identified around 26 suspects.
The raids on July 14 in the
Phulwari Sharif area in Patna
led to the seizure of documents about the radical group
PFI's 'Mission 2047' for making India an Islamic state. In

tivity lying disconnected
due to heavy rains in
Jodhpur. Meanwhile,
schools have also declared
a holiday and people have
been stuck in their homes
since Monday evening.
The Army personnel
have been deployed in
many parts of Jodhpur
since Wednesday to help
the district administration
in taking up rescue work.
Along with the rescue
work, Army personnel are
also delivering food items
to the people trapped in
their homes for several
days. Jodhpur has recorded
heavy rains of around 10
inches in three days.
The Army personnel
have rescued a large number of people by boat.
The Meteorological
Department officials confirmed that Jodhpur
received about 10 inches of
rains from Monday evening
to Thursday morning.The
SDRF team was also called,
which shifted nearly 150
people trapped in rain
waters to a nearby school.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

n Indian Air Force MiG-21 fighter aircraft crashed in Rajasthan's
Barmer on Thursday. Both pilots
on board were killed, the IAF confirmed.
A video showing the plane in flames
has been doing the rounds of social
media.
"It was an IAF plane that crashed
near Bhimda village in Baytoo,"
Barmer District Collector Lok Bandu
told media. He said he was on the way
to the site of the incident.
Meanwhile, Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh spoke to Indian Air
Force chief Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari about the crash. The IAF
chief briefed him on the incident in
detail.
An Indian Air Force (IAF) MiG-21
trainer aircraft crashed in Rajasthan's
Barmer district on Thursday evening
in which both pilots died, IAF said in a
statement. A twin-seater MiG-21 trainer aircraft of the IAF was airborne for a
training sortie from Utarlai air base in
Rajasthan this evening. Around 9:10
pm, the aircraft met with an accident
near Barmer. Both pilots sustained
fatal injuries," the IAF said.

hooch tragedy victims' families to
condole, also demanded strict implementation of prohibition. He too
made a controversial statement when
he said: "Those contesting elections
whether panchayat, corporation,
Assembly or Lok Sabha, should stop

distributing alcohol during elections.
If 182 MLAs decide, one will not find
a single drop of illegal liquor in the
market." Instead of writing letters,
elected representatives with support
of local residents should carry out
Janta Raid on such liquor dens.

FIR filed against Bajrang Dal
activist for 'communal tension'
Patan|Agencies

V

aishali police of Bihar
registered an FIR
against Aryan Singh,
district president of Bajrang
Dal, on Thursday for
allegedly trying to provoke
'communal tension' in the
society.
Aryan Singh is facing the
charge of brutally assaulting
six persons who posed as
saints with 'Basaha' bull begging in the localities of
Hajipur three days ago.
Aryan Singh along with
his supporters managed to
nab those persons and brutally assaulted them. They
also made a video of the
incident and uploaded it on

AHMEDABAD SURGEONS
SET RECORD, REMOVE
'HEAVIEST' KIDNEY
TUMOUR IN CHILD
Ahmedabad: A team of doctors led
by senior surgical oncologist Dr. Nitin
Singhal, has set the record for surgically
removing the "heaviest kidney tumor"
in a child and has been recognised by
the India Book of Records (IBR).
Notably, the team successfully
removed a large Wilms' tumor weighing
3.1 kg from the left kidney of a 3-yearold child, providing a new lease of life
to her.
Following the surgery, a claim was
registered with the IBR. It was thoroughly scrutinised by a team from the
IBR after which a post-attempt felicitation and final approval have been provided.
Commenting on the development,
Dr. Singhal said, "It was a very challenging surgery for us, but thankfully, we
could successfully execute it. After oneand-a-half-year of the surgery, the child
is living a normal life like any other
kid."As per the case details, the child
was brought to hospital when her parents noticed a huge increase in the size
of her belly over a period of 2-3 weeks.
On consulting senior pediatrician Dr.
Pushkar Srivastava, they were referred
to consultant pediatric oncologist Dr
Hemant Meghani.

social media. They later
handed over them (Muslim
youths) to Town Police
Station.
Keeping this in view,
Raghav Dayal, the sub-divisional police officer (SDPO)
of Vaishali (Sadar) said: "We
have learnt that some persons were nabbed from the
Kadam Ghat and brutally
assaulted by a group of people. A video of this incident
also went viral on social
media. We have registered
an FIR against one person
and further investigation is
underway." "The investigation is currently underway to
find whether they are
Rohingya Muslims or not,"
he said.The Vaishali police

called Aryan Singh for questioning in the Town Police
Station.
Meanwhile, Aryan Singh
uploaded a video statement
on social media claiming
that he and his supporters
have not done anything
wrong."They are Rohingya
Muslims and posed as saints
to create trouble in the pious
month of Sawan. We have
just beaten them to find out
the truth but they (Muslim
community) are openly slitting throats," Singh said in
the video statement.
"We have got the training
on how to teach a lesson. If
needed, we will do the needful according to the situation," Singh said.

Elderly flat owners spend sleepless nights
outside as tenant refuses to vacate
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

n elderly couple is
spending sleepless
nights outside their
home as their tenant has
refused to vacate their flat in
Greater Noida West adjoining
the national capital.
According to the flat owner
Rakhi Gupta, the tenant has
refused to vacate the house
even after the expiry of rent
agreement.
Talking to reporter, Rakhi
Gupta said that she along with
her husband Sunil Kumar
arrived in Greater Noida from
Mumbai on July 19 hoping to
finally settle down in the city
at their own apartment but
the tenant has refused to
vacate the house. And, they
are compelled to live on the
stairs, she said. Gupta said
that they had approached
police, but to no avail. Last
night, police came here to
make the tenant understand
but that also didn't work,
Gupta said."Last night she
(tenant) signed an agreement that she will vacate the
flat today morning but she is
not inside the house. When I

called her, she didn't pick the
call. Later, I messaged her, she
read it. But she has not replied
yet", Gupta told
reporter."Whenever some
cops or anyone else comes,
she starts crying like helpless
and incapable poor woman,
but when we approach her,
she threatens us and says that
she will not vacate the flat,"
Gupta said.

CHANGE OF NAME
I Shinde Shivaji Hanmant s/o Shri
Hanmant Maruti Shinde, resident
of H. No. L-18/2, Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Colony, BDA Quarter,
Gondarmau, Bhopal
That my son Shreyash Shivaji
Shinde is studying in class 4A in
Kendriya Vidyalaya Bairagarh,
Bhopal, in my son's school record,
my name is Shivaji Hanmant
Shinde which is wrong, my correct name is Shinde Shivaji
Hanmant in my Aadhar card and
all documents also.
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POLL FOR 367 LOCAL BODIES IN MAHA SANS OBC
Lok Sabha MPs who joined rival camp
RESERVATION, CONTEMPT IF ORDERS BREACHED: SC
Mumbai, Friday, July 29, 2022
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T

he Supreme Court on Thursday
pulled up the Maharashtra
State Election Commission
(SEC) for re-scheduling the poll for
367 local bodies to grant OBC reservation, and also cautioned its chief
and other officials of contempt of
court, if its orders are breached.
A bench, headed by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, said the poll schedule
was already notified when it allowed
OBC reservation and the polls for
those bodies must be held without
the OBC reservation.
It said the SEC cannot interfere
with the election, which has already
been notified and only the dates can
be re-aligned.
The bench, also comprising
Justices Abhay S. Oka and J.B.
Pardiwala, did not appreciate that
despite clarifying the issue several
times, the SEC had taken a decision
to re-schedule the poll. The bench
made it clear that the SEC and the
officials concerned would be liable
for contempt of court for breaching

its order.
"This is not acceptable. You (SEC)
are trying to misread our order for
your convenience and maybe under
dictation of someone... Do you want
us to issue contempt notice?...."
The bench said the election for
367 local bodies were to be notified

according to the May order, and this
position had been re-stated in multiple orders. The top court was
informed that as per SEC affidavit,
the election was deferred for two
municipalities. It said the SEC cannot interfere with the election that
has already been notified, and

Maha CM abruptly cancels Delhi
trip, Governor in national capital
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

mid the political suspense in
Maharashtra over the cabinet expansion and the upcoming Supreme Court
verdict on August 1, Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari reached New Delhi for a 2-day visit
on Thursday.
Koshyari's visit - details of which are not yet
known - comes a day after Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde abruptly cancelled his New
Delhi trip late on Wednesday.
However, Shinde has reiterated that the
much-delayed cabinet expansion "will happen very soon" though he did not specify any
date for the same.
The opposition Nationalist Congress PartyCongress-Shiv Sena lashed out at the 29-day
old Bharatiya Janata Party-propped Shinde
government which took office on June 30 for
the repeated postponement of the cabinet formation. Shiv Sena chief spokesperson Sanjay
Raut has predicted that "there will be a
change of government soon in the state",
referring to the apex court hearing on the disqualification proceedings against 15 rebel
Sena MLAs including Shinde.
Dismissing the contentions, Shinde said
that his government is "strong" as it enjoys
two-third support in the Assembly with 166
MLAs on its side, plus 12 Lok Sabha MPs who

directed that SEC cannot re-notify
the election programme to these 367
local bodies.
On July 20, the Supreme Court
accepted the recommendations of
the Banthia commission to apply 27
per cent OBC reservations in local
body elections in Maharashtra, and
directed that election for local bodies in the state be notified in the next
two weeks.
In December last year, the top
court had directed that reservation
for OBCs in local bodies will not be
permitted unless they fulfil the triple
test, and until the triple test is fulfilled, the OBC seats would be renotified as general category seats.
The Supreme Court, in its order in
March last year, while reading down
the OBC reservation in local bodies,
asked the Maharashtra government
to comply with three conditions - to
set up a dedicated commission for
collecting empirical data on the OBC
population, specify the proportion of
reservation, and ensuring cumulative share of reserved seats doesn't
breach 50 per cent of total seats.

n a fresh salvo, the Shiv Sena on Thursday
sought disqualification of its 12 rebel
Members of Parliament who have crossed
over to the rival camp led by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.
The development comes 10 days after the
MPs walked over en masse to the Shinde
group, named Rahul Shewale as their parliamentary party leader and even submitted a
letter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
"I have sought disqualification of the 12
Shiv Sena rebel MPs," Vinayak Raut, the Shiv
Sena Parliamentary Party Leader, told media
persons after meeting the Speaker this afternoon in New Delhi.
The Shiv Sena has a total of 22 MPs - 19 in
Lok Sabha and three in Rajya Sabha, all from
Maharashtra, except one Lok Sabha MP from
the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli.
The 12 MPs supporting Shinde are:
Bhavana Gawali (Yavatmal-Washim),
Shewale (Mumbai South-Central), Shrikant
Shinde (Kalyan-Thane), Hemant Patil
(Hingoli), Krupal Tumane (Ramtek),
Sadashiv Lokhande (Shirdi), Hemant Godse
(Nashik), Rajendra Gavit (Palghar),
Dhairyasheel Mane (Hatkanangale), Shrirang
Barne (Maval), Prataprao Jadhav (Buldhana),

After PMC Bank, Wadhawans
duped Indian Bank of Rs 279 crore
Quaid Najmi |Mumbai

T
have given their letters of support. Criticising
the Shinde regime, NCP leader and MLC
Amol Mitkari warned that a fresh "political
Mahabharat" is likely to erupt in the state next
week after the SC judgement is delivered. The
31-month-old Maha Vikas Aghadi government headed by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray fell on June 29 after a 10-day long
political drama spanning three states Gujarat, Assam and Goa.On June 30, Shinde
was sworn-in as CM and BJP's Devendra
Fadnavis as the Deputy CM even as the
apparently crumbling Sena cried foul and
moved the Supreme Court for various reliefs,
with the crucial hearing scheduled on
Monday.

he Chennai-based public sector
Indian Bank has admitted to a
major loan default of Rs 279
crore by the realty group, Housing
Development & Infrastructure Ltd
(HDIL) Mumbai, and its suspended
Directors -- Rakesh Kumar
Wadhawan and son Sarang
Wadhawan.
HIDL and the Wadhawans are
already accused in the sensational
Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperative
Bank (PMC Bank) scam that blew up
in the Indian banking sector three
years ago in September 2019.
The Indian Bank has declared the
Wadhawan father-son duo as 'Wilful
Defaulters' for the sanctioned loan of
Rs 197.60 crore, which has now
grown to 278.80 crore, besides interest.It has warned the people against
entering into any deals with the properties of the HDIL and the
Wadhawans and guarantors as a huge
sum is recoverable from them.
Despite attempts by correspon-

dent, there was no response from the
Indian Bank's top officials on the
issue.The Indian Bank's admission
has again brought the PMC Bank
scam of around Rs 6,500 crore to the
fore with prominent players including
the Wadhawans and many others.
The Bank Depositors Protection &
Welfare Society (BDPWS) Secretary
and banking expert Vishwas Utagi

Unemployed youths hit as BJP rejected
99% job applications, says NCP
The Nationalist Congress Party on Thursday attacked the Bharatiya
Janata Party government at the Centre for rejecting 99 per cent job applications and thus hitting the unemployed youth in the country badly.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ment," he said sharply.
Tapase recalled how Modi had
come to power playing on the
sentiments of the unemployed by
promising "huge job opportunities" of 2 crore to be created each
year, which has not materialised.
"However, the reality is far
from the perceptions.
Unemployment remains at its
highest today owing to the disastrous policies of the Modi government, besides other problems
confronting the nation," he
added.
On the contrary, the BJP government is besieged with only
politics of hatred, divide and rule
and has no time for developmental issues of inclusion and
growth, he said.

N

CP chief spokesperson
Mahesh Tapase said that
the Department of
Personnel & Training (DoPT)'s
statement in the Lok Sabha has
proved that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has totally failed
in his promise of giving two crore
jobs every year, as claimed in his
election campaigns.
"The government has admitted
to receiving 22 crore applications
for government jobs since 2014.
However, of these, only 7.22 lakh
were considered. This means
that more than 99 percent of the
job applications were rejected
and a mere 0.32 percent of all the
applicants actually got employ-

Rupee rises 15 paise to close
at 79.76 against US dollar
Mumbai: The Indian rupee
appreciated 15 paise to close
at 79.76 against the US dollar
on Thursday on hopes of a
slower pace of rate hike by
the US Fed in the coming
months and firm domestic
equities.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
ended at 79.76 against the US
dollar, compared to 79.91 on
Wednesday. The local currency has declined 13 paise
on Wednesday.
"Hopes for a slower pace of
rate hikes pushed DXY and
bond yields lower, credit
spreads tighter and global

I

and Sanjay Mandlik (Kolhapur).
After they joined Shinde formally, they
submitted letters to the Speaker appointing
Shewale as their new leader and Gawali as
the new Chief Whip in Lok Sabha, "replacing"
Vinayak Raut.
The 6 Lok Sabha MPs who are with Shiv
Sena President Uddhav Thackeray are:
Arvind Sawant (Mumbai South), Gajanan
Kirtikar (Mumbai North-West), Raut
(Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg), Sanjay Jadhav
(Parbhani), Omraje Nimbalkar (Osmanabad)
and Kalaben Delkar (UT Dadra & Nagar
Haveli).All the Rajya Sabha MPs - Sanjay
Raut, Anil Desai, and Priyanka Chaturvedi, all
from Mumbai - continue to remain with
Thackeray.The 31-month-old Maha Vikas
Aghadi government of Sena-Nationalist
Congress Party-Congress headed by CM
Thackeray crashed on June 29, capping a 10day long political drama played across three
states - Gujarat, Assam and Goa.
On June 30, Shinde was sworn-in as CM
and Bharatiya Janata Party's Devendra
Fadnavis as the Deputy CM while the apparently bleeding Sena cried foul and moved the
Supreme Court for various reliefs, with the
crucial hearing scheduled on Monday,
August 1, and now the party has demanded
disqualification of the dozen MPs who
switched sides.

equities higher. After digesting FOMC trajectory, DXY
bounced back from the lows
and now 106.20 acts an
immediate support, only a
break of it may test 105.64
levels," said Kunal Sodhani,
Assistant Vice-President at
Shinhan Bank India.
The dollar index, which
gauges the dollar's strength
against a basket of 6 currencies, rose 0.12 per cent to
106.80.
Meanwhile, on the domestic front, Sensex was up
1,041.47 points, or 1.87 per
cent, at 56,857.79, and the
Nifty 50 was up 287.80 points,
or 1.73 per cent, at 16,929.60.

This was after the US Fed
raised interest rate by 75bps
in line with market expectation.
On Wednesday, US
Federal Reserve raised interest rates by 75 basis points, as
was widely anticipated, and
comments from Fed Chair
Jerome Powell spurred hopes
for a slower hiking path. The
FOMC statement downgraded its assessment of the economic situation and admitted that recent indicators of
spending and production
have softened.
However, Brent crude oil
prices remained higher at
$104.41 per barrel, which

said it is "a matter of serious concern
that the Wadhawans are now labelled
as 'Wilful Defaulters' by a nationalised bank". "In all such bank scams,
the crime is known, the criminals are
also known, but what about the
recoveries? During the so-called
efforts to discipline the errant players,
the NCLT allows the banks to take
upto 75-80 per cent 'hair-cuts', lead-

ing to barely 20-25 per cent recoveries. Ultimately, it's only the public
which suffers," Utagi said sharply.
Citing the Indian Bank example, he
called upon Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to immediately
direct the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to order all other public or private
sector banks that have exposure to
the Wadhawans.

SC agrees to hear plea against tree
cutting in Aarey colony on Friday
Team Absolute|New Delhi/Mumbai

T

he Supreme Court on Thursday agreed
to examine a plea against the cutting of
trees in Mumbai's Aarey colony for a
Metro car shed.
Senior advocate Gopal Sankaranarayan
mentioned the matter before a bench of
Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and Surya Kant,
submitting that cutting of trees is going on
overnight despite the stay order, which was
issued earlier. The bench agreed to take up
the matter.
Sankaranarayanan submitted that they
have photographs and Chief Justice N.V.
Ramana said the matter will be heard by this
bench. Seeking urgent listing of the matter on
Friday, counsel added that there is a probability that JCBs could be operated over the weekend and emphasised that the case should be
heard urgently.
After hearing brief submissions in the matter, the bench agreed to list the matter for
hearing on Friday.
Earlier this month, the Eknath Shinde-led
state government removed the stay on construction of a Metro 3 car shed at Aarey
Colony. The decision paved the way for construction of the Metro car shed at the green
lung, which was stopped on November 29,
2019. The stay was given by then Chief

Minister Uddhav Thackeray, barely 24 hours
after he assumed office on November 28,
2019, and he later declared around 800 acres
of land in Aarey Colony as 'forest' and
planned shifting the car-shed to a new site in
Kanjurmarg. Tree felling in the colony has
been opposed by green activists and local residents.
In 2019, the apex court had taken suo motu
cognisance of a letter petition addressed to
the Chief Justice of India by a law student urging the court to stay on felling of trees in the
colony. The top court restrained the authorities from felling trees in Aarey colony after
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, who was
appearing for Maharashtra government, submitted that no further trees will be cut.

Emergencies, medical key reasons for
Indians to take loans from lending apps
Team Absolute|Mumbai

N

early nine in 10 customers in India use fintech lending apps to take loans for emergencies, medical and upskilling needs, a new
report said on Thursday.
More than two-thirds feel positive after taking a
loan via digital means and 89 per cent reported
positively toward digital lending apps, according to
the report by the Fintech Association for Consumer
Empowerment (FACE), an association of digital
and fintech lending companies.
"Customer voices are very reassuring to know
that digital credit is meeting customer's critical
needs making them resilient to deal with day-today exigencies (medical/emergencies/cashflows)
and also invest in their future and aspirations," said
Sugandh Saxena, CEO at FACE.
A Reserve Bank of India Working Group (WG)

report has recommended steps for customers'
access to genuine and safe regulated lending apps.
"Equally important is customers' understanding

of loan conditions including the pricing to take a
loan they can afford and the ability to connect with
lenders for queries/grievances," Saxena added.
To date, 45 per cent have used one app to borrow
digitally, while 55 per cent have used two or more
apps to fulfill their credit needs.
In the absence of a digital lending app, 43 per
cent would borrow from their friends and family,
but a significant 29 per cent would delay or forgo
the need.Top three parameters customers consider
when choosing a digital lending app are loan
amount, customer reviews/ratings of the app and
ease of use. "Top problems customers face when
engaging with a digital lending app are identifying
the right app, customer service, understanding
terms and conditions," the report mentioned. For
the large majority, the need for a loan is urgent and
real, and they have had to compulsorily fund it, it
added.
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Opposition in support
of Sonia Gandhi

A

fter an acrimonious exchange in parliament between Sonia Gandhi and
Union Minister Smriti Irani over a
Congress leader calling President Droupadi
Murmu "Rashtrapatni", opposition MPs
accused the BJP of "encircling and heckling"
the Congress president. When Lok Sabha
was adjourned because of chaotic protests
over Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury's "Rashtrapatni" comment,
Sonia Gandhi walked across the house to
speak to BJP MP Rama Devi. "Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury had already apologised. What is my fault," the Congress president reportedly asked the MP. Smriti Irani
reportedly cut in and other BJP MPs started
shouting slogans. Various accounts suggest
Sonia Gandhi told Smriti Irani, "Don't talk
to me." The Congress says Smriti Irani
pointed her fingers at Sonia Gandhi and
said: "How dare you, don't behave like this,
this is not your party office..." And that
Sonia Gandhi replied: "I am not speaking
to you." As BJP members gathered around
Rama Devi and Sonia Gandhi, NCP's
Supriya Sule and Trinamool MP Aparupa
Poddar were seen escorting the Congress
president away. Trinamool Congress's
Mahua Moitra was among the opposition
MPs who witnessed the heated confrontation. She hit out at the BJP in her tweets.
"Was in Lok Sabha when 75-year-old lady
senior leader encircled and heckled packwolf style when all she did was walk over
and speak (masked) to another senior lady
panel chairperson. "Disgusted to read BJP
lies and false version in press." The
Congress has accused the BJP of subjecting
Sonia Gandhi to "brutal heckling, verbal
assault and physical intimidation", and
demanded an apology from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Smriti Irani.
Congress MP Geeta Koda said the Congress
president "could have been injured" in that
situation.
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MEANING OF MURMU AS PRESIDENT
AND DHANKAR AS VICE PRESIDENT
Vinod Kumar Shukla

P

residential and Vice Presidential elections are not decided by direct voting
but by electoral collegium. However,
elections of these constitutional posts influence common voters for sure. This has been
the case when Ram Nath Kovind, who
belongs to the Scheduled Caste community,
was elected to the highest office of the country. It reportedly helped the BJP to win over
the community in 2019 LS polls. There had
been many other such examples in the past
when some or the other segment of the society was wooed or cajoled by electing people to
the highest offices from certain communities.
In such a scenario zeroing in on the names of
a tribal Presidential candidate and a Jat VicePresidential candidate have some meaning
and implication for the ruling dispensation at
the Centre. This must also be kept in mind
that despite the fact that the President of India
is a titular head of the country, symbolism
does matter in a democracy.
Draupadi Murmu has replaced Ram Nath
Kovind as the new President of India. When
people ask what is the meaning of Draupadi
Murmu as President and Jagdeep Dhankar as
Vice President then the answer lies in the
cross-voting in the Presidential election. Why
did cross-voting by MPs and MLAs happen?
Actually this is a testimony to the fact that
they were at unease to go against a woman
tribal candidate put up by the NDA who managed to secure 64.03 per cent votes to win the
election. This unease was for their answerability towards voters of which a larger section
is still poor which identifies itself with leaders
like Murmu. So the elitist image of former IAS
officer Yashwant Sinha has gone against him
who travelled from Janata Party to the BJP
before landing in the camp of Trinamool
Congress. This was one of the reasons that
legislators from his own state Jharkhand
deserted him for Murmu who belongs to
Odisha. So much so that ex post facto Mamata
Banerjee was of the view that had the nomination of Murmu been announced earlier, she
would have considered her support for
Murmu. Let's try to understand its meaning
for the future electoral politics of the country.
Draupadi Murmu, the new President, belongs
to Odisha and is from Santhal community.
The BJP has its presence in Odisha but the

party wants to spread its wings further for the
next Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in the
state and if it is not possible then they are able
to do so at least in post Naveen Patnaik scenario who is at the helm of affairs in the state
since 2002. The presence of Santhal tribe is
spread across states like Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Odisha. The
impact of Murmu getting elected as President
of India will go further on the total 8.7 per
cent tribal population of the country. The
message to the ground will be taken by affiliate organizations of the Sangh Parivar like
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram. Rest will be taken
care by BJP workers who will highlight
schemes like Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan
Yojna, Ration Aapke Gram, changes in forest
law to benefit tribals and Eklavya Model
Residential Schools among tribals.
Two other aspects are also there that might
have their impact on people's psyche: First
the armed Naxal conflict in the tribal region
that had already weaken would get a further
beating besides more and more tribal people
getting a sense of empowerment; second the
menace of conversion that the BJP has always
been talking about could also be dealt with.
Gradual efforts to win over tribals were being
made by the BJP and Sangh Parivar for long as
the NDA government led by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee through the 89th Constitution
Amendment Act 2003 made the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes a separate
entity. It succeeded in its plans and NDA gov-

ernments in the North East are examples to
prove the point. Now, the party wants a pan
India support base of tribals for the BJP so
every effort is being made. The government
has been planning to repeal the Habitual
Offenders Act which is contemptuous for a
particular segment of the society. The PM has
already declared Birsa Munda's 15 November
birthday as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas. These are
some of the measures taken by the government for tribals and electing a tribal President
will give these people a sense of pride that the
BJP is well-equipped to reap benefits out of
these decisions.
Similarly, selection of Vice Presidential candidate Jagdeep Dhankar appears to be another onslaught on the entire opposition.
Dhankar can win elections only with the votes
of BJP MPs in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha. The party could have chosen anyone
yet it decided on such a name who would be
having his impact not only in his home state
Rajasthan where the BJP is out of power but
also on Haryana Assembly elections.
Dhankar's selection would further help the
BJP in the Lok Sabha elections in Punjab and
Uttar Pradesh where there are sizable Jat voters. The decision may help Haryana in a big
way with a non-Jat BJP CM at the helm with
an obvious threat of driving other sections
away. Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh
Yadav sent Jayant Choudhary
to the Rajya Sabha to win over
Jat votes but Dhankar presid-

ing over Rajya Sabha as Chairman will have
more impact on the community. So with this
decision, the attempt to woo Jat voters by the
SP would be nullified. Dominant Jat Sikh
community in Punjab and Jats in Haryana
and Rajasthan will also be cajoled in the bargain.Where does the united opposition
stand? Efforts to take on the BJP that was
started by Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
chief and Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao and to give the NDA
candidate a tough fight is not only foiled but
fragmented the opposition once again. The
Telangana CM had and still has his plans on
for 2024 LS elections to challenge the BJP but
the way West Bengal Chief Minister decided
to abstain from the voting of Vice President
election with whom she did not have any cordial relation indicated that all is not well in
the opposition camp as usual. The biggest
issue among them is who will lead the camp Rahul Gandhi, Mamata Banerjee, KCR,
Akhilesh Yadav or someone else but unfortunately none of them is ready to accept each
other's leadership. Mamata is accusing that
for the Vice Presidential nomination, she was
not consulted as reportedly she wanted to
nominate Peoples Democratic Party chief
Mehbooba Mufti. So there are ego clashes,
ideological differences and leadership tussles
but they want to take on the NDA which
seems self-defeating.
As far as the so-called opposition Vice
Presidential candidate Margret Alva is concerned, she is from the Roman Catholic community which has a miniscule population in
the total 135 crore population of the country.
So it is certainly not a far-sighted decision
and what prompted the Congress to come up
with this name only they can answer. What
impact she will be able to make to help the
opposition (read Congress) electorally is clear
that is none. Alva's comment on Sonia
Gandhi in Agustawestland case was immediately highlighted by the BJP the moment her
candidature was announced. This is enough
to embarrass the opposition political parties.
So one embarrassment after another will not
unite the opposition. The divided opposition
will have to look for some cementing factors
in the days to come for 2024 hustings.
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ASIA'S RICHEST WOMAN LOSES MORE THAN HALF HER Largest pink diamond in 300
years
discovered
in
Angola
FORTUNE AS CHINA'S PROPERTY CRISIS ESCALATES
Luanda|Agencies

Hong Kong|Agencies

Y

ang Huiyan, Asia's wealthiest
woman, has seen her wealth
fall to $11 billion from nearly
$24 billion this year as China's property crisis escalates, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, the
media reported.
The 41-year-old controls Country
Garden Holdings, China's largest
real estate developer by sales. Her
stake was largely transferred from
her father Yang Guoqiang, who
founded the company in Foshan,
Guangdong province, in 1992, CNN
reported.
Country Garden's stock has lost
more than half its value this year, as
the country's real estate sector has
struggled with falling home prices,
weakening buyer demand, and a
debt default crisis that has engulfed
some of its largest developers since
last year, CNN reported.
Despite losing more than half her
fortune, Yang remains the richest
woman in Asia, according to the

Bloomberg Billionaires Index.
The plunge in her net worth has

narrowed the wealth gap between
her and fellow female billionaires in

19 KILLED, 23 INJURED IN SOMALIA BOMBINGS
Mogadishu|Agencies

A

t least 19 people were
killed and 23 others
injured in separate
bombings in two towns of
southern Somalia, officials
said.
In the first incident, 13
people lost their lives while
five others were wounded
when a suicide bomber blew
himself up in Marka town, of
the Lower Shabelle region,
reports Xinhua news agency.
Governor of Lower
Shabelle region Ibrahim
Aden Ali Naja said among the
victims of the bombing in
Marka was District
Commissioner Abdullahi Ali
Wafow.
"Wafow was killed in the
explosion together with 12
other people who he was
talking to outside his office,"
Naja told journalists here late
Wednesday.

The al-Shabab terror
claimed responsibility for the
attack in Marka town.
In the second attack, six
people were killed and 18
injured in two roadside
explosions at a local market
in Afgoye town, also in the
same region. Former
spokesman of Afgoye district
Administration Abdukadir
Idle who was at the scene
said two remotely-controlled
landmines exploded at the
crowded market.

Idle noted that the second
blast happened a few minutes later and targeted the
people who were engaged in
rescue operations.
"At least six people, mostly
civilians, were killed and 18
others injured in the twin
attacks conducted through
remote-controlled explosive
devices at Afgoye's animal
market, the second blast
caused more casualties," he
told the Somali News
Agency.

China, making Yang only some $100
million away from being surpassed
by Fan Hongwei in wealth. Fan
chairs Hengli Petrochemical, a
chemical fiber producer.
Evergrande, China's most indebted property firm, defaulted on its US
dollar bonds in December following
months of liquidity issues.
Since then, several other major
developers, including Kaisa and
Shimao Group, have also sought
protection from creditors.
In recent weeks, the real estate
crisis has escalated, as thousands of
disgruntled home-buyers who had
made down payments for unfinished homes threatened to stop
paying mortgages if construction is
not completed in time, CNN reported. Country Garden is also facing
growing liquidity stress. On
Wednesday, the developer
announced it would sell stocks at a
nearly 13 per cent discount to raise
HK$2.83 billion ($361 million),
compared to its Tuesday's closing
price.

NEARLY A MILLION UNDER LOCKDOWN IN
WUHAN AFTER 4 COVID CASES DETECTED
Beijing: Nearly a million people in Wuhan, the capital of
China's Hubei province where
the Covid-19 pandemic was first
recorded, have been placed
under a lockdown after four
asymptomatic cases were detected, the media reported on Thursday.
According to a BBC report, the lockdown has been
imposed in the city's Jiangxia district and the residents
have been asked to stay inside their homes or compounds for three days. Of the four cases, two were reported 48 hours ago as a result of regular testing, which was
quickly followed by the third and fourth via contact tracing, the report said. Soon after, the city's authorities
imposed the lockdown. Wuhan, a city of 12 million people, became popular across the world as the first place
where scientists detected the Covid-19. It was also the
first city to be put under harsh restrictive measures as the
global pandemic broke out in early 2020.
Earlier this week, scientists said there was "compelling
evidence" that Wuhan's Huanan seafood and wildlife
market was at the centre of the Covid outbreak, says the
BBC report.Two peer-reviewed studies have re-examined
information from the initial outbreak in the city.
Meanwhile, China has adopted a "zero Covid-19" strategy under which authorities conduct mass testing, declare
strict isolation rules and impose local lockdowns.

rare 170-carat pink diamond, weighing 34
grams, thought to be
the largest in the last 300
years, has been discovered in
Angola.
The pink stone has been
named the "Lulo Rose", after
the mine in Angola where it
was found.
It will be sold later this year
through an international tender to be conducted by
Angolan state-owned diamond trading firm Sodium,
reports Xinhua news agency.
This is the fifth largest diamond from a total of 27 diamonds with more than 100
carats extracted to date in the
Lulo mining project. In 2016,
the operation yielded the
largest ever diamond recovered in Angola, a 404-carat
white stone later named the
"4th February Stone". The
country's Minister of Mineral
Resources, Oil and Gas,
Diamantino Azevedo said the

A

discovery of the pink diamond continues to showcase
Angola as an important player on the world stage for diamond mining and demonstrates the potential and
rewards for commitment and
investment in the country's
growing diamond mining
industry. Pink diamonds are
extremely rare, but the same
physical attributes that make

the stones scarce also make
them very tough, and not
easy to work into shapes.
The largest known pink
diamond is the Daria-i-Noor,
discovered in India, which
experts believe was cut from
an even larger stone.
The largest rough diamond
of any colour ever recorded is
the Cullinan diamond, found
in South Africa in 1905.

S.Korean govt to be annihilated in case
of pre-emptive strike bid: Kim Jong-un
Seoul|Agencies

N

orth Korean leader Kim
Jong-un warned that the
South Korean government and its "military gangsters" will face annihilation
should it make any "dangerous
attempt" like a pre-emptive
strike, Pyongyang's state media
said on Thursday.
Kim issued the strongly
worded, direct warning against
the South's conservative
administration, coupled with
criticism of the US, in his
speech on Wednesday marking
the 69th anniversary of the
armistice that halted the 195053 Korean War, reports Yonhap
News Agency.
Pyongyang calls the anniversary "Victory Day".
According to the state media
report, Kim mentioned South
Korea's President Yoon Suk-

yeol by name three times in the
address and branded its military as gangsters, citing its stated strategy to counter the
North's nuclear and missile
threats through the reinforcement of the so-called three-pillar system, including the Kill
Chain pre-emptive strike capabilities. "Such a dangerous
attempt would be punished
immediately by powerful
forces, and the Yoon Seok-yeol
administration and his military
would be wiped out," he said,
appearing in public for the first

time in 19 days along with his
wife Ri Sol-ju for the
Pyongyang ceremony.
Referring to Yoon simply by
name without the official title
of president, Kim said
Pyongyang clearly remembers
all his "absurd remarks" and is
also keeping track of the recent
absurdities of the "South
Korean military gangsters".
He added the North will not
tolerate their behaviour anymore and warned that they will
pay the price if it goes on.
It marked Kim's first formal
response to the Yoon administration that replaced the liberal
Moon Jae-in administration in
May.
Kim also stressed that his
regime is "fully prepared" for
any military confrontation with
the US, as he took issue with its
joint military exercises with the
South.
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madhya pradesh
Covid-19 jab

GOVERNOR DEDICATES
THREE MOBILE BLOOD
COLLECTION VANS

OVER 30 STUDENTS VACCINATED WITH
ONE SYRINGE IN SAGAR, PROBE ORDERED
Team Absolute |Bhopal

O

ver 30 students in Sagar district were administered
Covid-19 jab with a single
syringe, a sheer violation of "one
needle-one syringe-only one time"
protocol.
A vaccination camp for students
was organised at Jain Public School
on Wednesday, and a nursing student was deployed for inoculation.
When the vaccination was
underway, father of a student
noticed that the nursing student
was not changing syringe and
raised an alarm.
The nursing student defended
himself stating that he has one
syringe to vaccinate all students.
"I did what I was asked to do. The
person who delivered the materials
(vaccines and other kits) gave single syringe," said the nursing stu-

Bhopal: Governor Mangubhai Patel
dedicated three mobile blood collection
vans provided by Indian Red Cross
Society and flagged off them from Raj
Bhavan. President of the Red Cross State
Unit, Gagan Kolhe, officials of the Red
Cross Committee and Raj Bhavan were
present. Governor Patel handed over
the keys of the mobile blood collection
vans for Red Cross Blood Bank District
Bhopal, Singrauli and sub branch Dabra,
to the drivers. He inspected the arrangements available in the vehicle, duly worshiped them and sent them to the
respective districts.

dent.
Parents of all students who were
vaccinated at the camp demanded
action against the guilty.
An First Information Report (FIR)
was registered for negligence and
violating the Central government's
'one needle, one syringe', only one
time pledge.
An inquiry was initiated against
Dr Rakesh Roshan, the District
Immunisation Officer who was incharge of sending the vaccination
team.
"We have also informed the
health department of the state government. Meanwhile, we have
started taking samples of all students who were given vaccinated at
the camp. Strict action would be
taken against whoever will be
found responsible of violating
norms," said a district medical officer.

Students have to cross flooded
bridge to reach school
Team Absolute |Bhopal

A

video surfaced on
social media, in which
over a dozen students,
including girls from a village
in Madhya Pradesh, are seen
crossing a bridge as rainwater
flows over it. The bridge built
on a local river seems to be
the only way to reach the
other side.
The video surfaced on
social media was reportedly
recorded at a village in
Madhya Pradesh's Harda district. Notably, Harda is home
town of Kamal Patel, who is
agriculture minister in
Madhya Pradesh government.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi posted a video of students crossing the bridge saying, "Children are future of
the country and their security
is the responsibility of the
government. Madhya
Pradesh government should
ensure to provide a safer
route for these children to
reach their school."
Along with many other
parts of the state, Harda district has received heavy rain
in the last few days and there
has been a flood like situation at may places. As per the
reports, at least 200 people
have been rescued from
flood and were shifted to a
safer place on Wednesday.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan congratulated the people
of the state for the selection
of Madhya Pradesh by the
central government as the
best performing state in the
field of drug de-addiction.
Chouhan termed for the
selection of Madhya
Pradesh in the NMBA
(Nasha Mukta Bharat
Abhiyan) State Category
Award and the best performance of Datia in the
District Category Award in
the grading done recently
by the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment as a significant achievement. He said
that efforts for public
awareness would be

Due to heavy rain in the district, a road connecting
Bhopal and Betul was submerged into water.
Because of heavy rain for
last one week, flood-like situation has arisen in almost all
parts of the state, including
Bhopal.
Two days back, a video
went viral on social media
showing the school children
attending class with umbrellas amid the rain.
That incident was reported
from Seoni district, where
children were using umbrellas to protect themselves
from rainwater dripping from
rooftop of the school
building.

Now farmers will be able to do
girdawari of their own crops

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that on the
mantra of Atmanirbhar Madhya
Pradesh and Atmanribhar farmer, the
state government has taken another
farmer-friendly decision. In 'Meri
Girdawari- Mera Adhikar', now farmers
will be able to enter their crop information through MPKISAN App. This
information will be used for crop loss,
minimum support price scheme,
Bhavantar Yojana, Kisan Credit Card
and agricultural loan. Farmers can register their crop information from
August 1st to August 15, 2022. This
information of the farmer will be verified by Artificial Intelligence and

Patwari.
In "Meri Girdawari-Mera Adhikar",
facility has been provided to the farmers to register themselves by entering
their crop information on MPKISAN
App from their own field. This app can
be downloaded from Google Play
Store. Farmers can login to the app and
add their fields by clicking on crop selfdeclaration, claim objection option. To
add an account, one or more accounts
can be added by clicking on the plus
option, selecting
District/Tehsil/Village/Khasra etc.
After adding the account, all the details
of the Khasra will be available in the
app. On clicking on any of the available
Khasra information, the information
will be available through AI. With the

BE SENSITIVE
TOWARDS EFFORTS TO
PROTECT TIGERS
Bhopal: Forest Minister Kunwar Vijay Shah,
while extending greetings to the environment
friendly citizens on International Tiger Day on
July 29, has appealed to remain sensitive
towards wildlife. He said that the field staff of
forest department, management staff of
national parks and citizens living near forest
areas have an important role in making
Madhya Pradesh a tiger state. International
Tiger Day is an occasion to reiterate our
resolve to contribute more and more towards
the conservation and promotion of the tiger
family.
The Forest Minister said that continuous
efforts are being made on the initiative of
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan to
increase the number of tigers in the state. The
number of tigers is also increasing continuously due to the active and smooth management of tiger habitat areas. He said that more
than half of the tigers in the world are in India.
Central India landscape is very important for
the survival of tigers in India.
Shah has appreciated the hard work, dedication and awareness of everyone, from the
director to the field employees associated
with the management of national parks. He
said that due to better protection of national
parks, tigers got a favourable environment to
expand their families. Every national park has
taken innovative measures for the conservation of tigers and other wildlife. For the protection of tigers, a large area has been freed
from biological pressure with the displacement of villages, due to which the habitat of
tigers along with other wildlife has expanded
in the state.

Students given Covid jab with one
syringe safe, says MP minister
Team Absolute |Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh Medical
Education Minister Vishvas
Sarang on Thursday said all
the students who were administered
Covid jab with one syringe are safe, but
will be kept under observation for 28
days to monitor their health.
Talking to media-persons, the
Minister said, "No sign of any infectious diseases has been noticed from
samples collected from the students,
however, all of them will be kept under
observation for 28 days so that their
health could be monitored."
On the violation of "one needle-one
syringe-only one time" protocol, he
said, "Definitely it was a major lapse
and that's why an FIR has been lodged
against the person who was guilty."
On Wednesday, over 30 students at

MP selected for state and district category
award in drug de-addiction campaign

Mera Girdawari - Mera Adhikar

Team Absolute | Bhopal

Mumbai, Friday, July 29, 2022

consent of the farmer, the crop information can be entered with a single
click. If you disagree with the information about the potential crop, the information of the crop sown in the field
can be recorded with live photo by
being present in the field.
Chief Minister Chouhan said that
the state government is committed
towards the interest of the farmers. He
has appealed to the farmers of the state
to take advantage of the facilities provided by the central and state governments by uploading their crops in the
MPKISAN app under 'Meri GirdawariMera Adhikar.' He said that in this
process, farmers will be able to register
themselves to adopt e-Girdawari till
August 15.

increased in this area in the
state. Chief Minister said
that drug addiction is the
root of destruction. Drugs
ruin humans. We have to
take Madhya Pradesh
towards drug de-addiction.
After being lauded by the
central government, the
state government will make
efforts to increase public
awareness and make necessary amendments in the
liquor policy. Chouhan said
that as per the expectation
of the Government of India,
a rational policy would be
implemented after holding
talks with different sections
of the society, social workers etc. Uma Bharti keeps
making efforts for social
change, necessary steps will
be taken after seeking her
suggestions.

Jain Public School in Madhya
Pradesh's Sagar district were administered Covid-19 jab with a single
syringe, a sheer violation of "one needle-one syringe-only one time" protocol.
When the vaccination was underway, father of a student noticed that
the nursing student was not changing
syringe and raised an alarm.
The nursing student defended himself stating that he has one syringe to
vaccinate all students.
"I did what I was asked to do. The
person who delivered the materials
(vaccines and other kits) gave single
syringe," said the nursing student.
An inquiry was initiated against Dr
Rakesh Roshan, the District
Immunisation Officer who was incharge of sending the vaccination
team.

CM PLANTS
SAPLINGS OF NEEM,
PEEPAL AND KARANJ

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted Neem,
Peepal and Karanj saplings in
Smart Garden today. Along with
the Chief Minister, MP Rodmal
Nagar, State Head of Times Now
TV channel Govind Gurjar, representatives and members of Bhopal
City Information Portal also planted saplings. Chouhan congratulated all the members participating
in plantation on the occasion of
Hariyali Amavasya. Peepal planted
today is a shady tree. It purifies the
environment. It has religious and
Ayurvedic significance.
Abounding in antibiotic elements,
Neem is known as the supreme
medicine. Karanj plant is considered important in Ayurvedic medicine. It is also used in religious
works.

Clash over land dispute framed as
atrocity against Dalit girl in Shajapur
Team Absolute|Bhopal

A

video has surfaced on
social media, where a
girl belonging to a Dalit
family claimed that a group of
upper caste people objected
to her going to school and
also snatched her school bag.
This incident was reported
from a village in Shajapur district, around 150 km from the
state capital Bhopal. As the
video surfaced on social
media, some politically connected locals raised this issue,
alleging that "Some people
belonging to the upper caste
don't allow a Dalit girl to go to
school." Later, the matter
reached the police and an FIR
was registered against some
upper caste people. However,

OPEN SCHOOL CLASS 5TH,
8TH, 10TH AND 12TH EXAM
RESULTS DECLARED
Bhopal: Open School Traditional examination results of Class 5th, 8th, 10th and 12th
have been declared. In the examinations held
in June 2022, Results for Classs 12th, 10th, 5th
and 8th were 22.10%, 22.10%, 10.70% and
27.03% respectively. Candidates can view
their results at MP State Open School
Education Board's website
www.mpsos.nic.in and mobile app mpsos on
the basis of their roll number.
4461 students were registered in class 12th
examination and among them 986 students
cleared the examination. Out of them, 33
candidates were declared passed in first division, 438 candidates in second division and
515 candidates in third division. Similarly,
4524 students were registered in class 10th in
which 1450 candidates were declared passed.
Out of them, 101 candidates were declared
passed in first division, 746 candidates in
second division and 603 candidates in third
division. Those students who were not been
successful in the examination shouldn't
worry.

when the Shajapur police
reached the village, it found
that it was a land dispute
issue. During the investigation, the Shajapur police
found that some land that was
in the possession of a Gurjar
family, was exchanged with a
Rajput family. The Rajput
family had put up a fence
around the land. There was a
well on that piece of land and
some Dalit families used to
fetch water from it. But, due to
the fencing of the land, the
Dalit families' entry was
restricted. This led to a scuffle
between the Rajput and Dalit
families and both side
attacked each other with
sticks. Nearly half-a-dozen
people got injured from both
sides. Some locals saw it as an

opportunity to gain political
mileage and they hatched a
conspiracy to make it an
'Upper caste Vs Dalit' issue."
Shajapur district is a Dalit
populated area in the AgarMalwa region of Madhya
Pradesh. Talking to IANS,
Superintendent of Police (SP),
Shajapur, Jagdeesh Dabar
said, "Both sides (Rajput and
Dalit) had indulged in a scuffle over the land. Later, some
other people also got involved
in the matter and they made it
a Dalit Vs upper caste issue."
He informed that threefour people were injured during the clash. A case has been
registered against the upper
caste people and they have
been booked for atrocities
against Dalits.

We are proud of the achievement of MP and
Datia under the leadership of Chouhan: Mishra
Team Absolute |Bhopal

U

nder the leadership of Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, "Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan" (addiction free India campaign) has been implemented with
utmost seriousness in the state. Home
Minister Narottam Mishra has said
that it is the result of the strong leadership of Chief Minister Chouhan that
the state has bagged two awards for
the successful implementation of the
campaign. He has congratulated and
extended best wishes to all the officers/employees associated with the
campaign.
Mishra has informed that Madhya
Pradesh is being awarded "Best
Performing State" in the category of
states and "Best Performing District"
award is being conferred to Datia district of the state in the category of districts by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of

India. The awards will be given by the
Union Home Minister Amit Shah at
the "National Conference on Drug
Trafficking and National Security" on
30th July at 10 am at Punjab Raj
Bhavan (Chandigarh).
Social Justice Minister Prem Singh
Patel has greeted and extended best
wishes to the departmental
officers/employees as well as the
Datia district administration for doing
excellent work. Patel said that the sincerity and dedication with which the
officers and employees of all the 15
identified districts of the state identified under "Nashamukt Bharat
Abhiyan" made people aware, its positive results are before us today.
District level committee chairman
of Nashamukt Bharat Abhiyan and
Collector Datia Shri Sanjay Kumar
will receive the award. He will also
give a presentation on the activities
related to the implementation of the
campaign in Datia.

Other items to be added at government fair price shops

MP CONFERRED WITH GOVERNMENT SECTOR Cooperatives and Food Department issued
INITIATIVE AWARD TO PROMOTE DIGITAL LEARNING instructions to make shops multipurpose
Team Absolute | Bhopal

G

Team Absolute|Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh has made
remarkable achievements in
the field of higher education at
the national level. The Higher
Education Department of the state has
received the "Government Sector
Initiative Award to Promote Digital
Learning" award at the 24th World
Education Summit in Hyderabad.
Commissioner Higher Education
Deepak Singh received the award at an
international ceremony on the subject
of Innovation in Education. Higher
Education Minister Mohan Yadav has

congratulated the departmental officers and employees for this achievement. He said that the state got this
award for doing excellent work in the
field of digital learning in the context of
National Education Policy. With this
encouragement, the state will be able
to do better works in the field of higher
education in future also.
Commissioner Singh informed that
Madhya Pradesh is the second state to
implement the National Education
Policy 2020. Along with implementing
the National Education Policy by the
department, the work has been done to
connect students with employment

through activities like vocational subjects, projects, internships, apprenticeship and community engagement for
skill development. Shri Singh informed
that the facility of DG locker is available
in all the government universities in
Madhya Pradesh. With this, mark
sheets, degrees, duplicate mark sheets,
migration certificates etc. will be made
available to students anywhere. The
department is doing innovation, digital
initiatives - creation of integrated portal, online admission, e-education, econtent creation, online training, virtual classes and teaching through
Doordarshan.

overnment fair price shops
will be converted into multipurpose shops. Along
with the distribution of food
grains from the government fair
price shops through the Public
Distribution System, other food
items and services will also be
made available to the consumers
by the seller. Instructions have
been issued by the Cooperatives
and Food Department regarding
the operation of government
shops under the new system.
In the instructions, the vendors
of government fair price shops
have been asked to make arrangements for selling the items of
daily use from the shops. It is
expected in the instructions that
with the new system, the government fair price shops operating
under the public distribution system will become attractive, selfsupporting and profitable. In
relation to making the government fair price shops multi-purpose, it will be the personal
responsibility of the vendor /
manager of the concerned fair
price shop to obtain the necessary licenses for commercial
activities such as PAN number,
TIN number, GST and Gumashta
registration etc. For the quality of

the commodity, the provisions of
the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006 will have to be followed. The goods which are distributed in the Public
Distribution System will not be
kept at the Multi Purpose
Consumer Service Centre. The
goods will have to be sold at the
same rate which is fixed between
the supplier company and the
seller.
Under the Public Distribution
System, the eligible families will
not be compelled to buy other
items from fair price shops along
with distribution of ration material. The beneficiary will have the
freedom to purchase other material voluntarily. There will be a
contract for the operation of the
centre between the seller and the
PACS for the first 2 years, which
can be extended further with the
consent of both the parties. If the
seller wants to stop the operation
of the centre during the contract
period, he can stop it by giving 03
months advance notice to the
PACS. A three-tier committee
(SDM/Deputy Collector, Food
Department officer and
Cooperative Department officer)
will be constituted by the District
Collector on complaints of irregularities and disputes in the
operation of fair price shops.

hollywood
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GWYNETH PALTROW HAS TO WORK 'TWICE AS
HARD' DUE TO NEPOTISM IN HOLLYWOOD
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctress Gwyneth Paltrow says
she had to work "twice as hard"
because she has famous parents.

The actress said that while she "unfairly" found her way into showbusiness
because as the daughter of celebrities, it
was difficult to prove herself because of

the stigma surrounding nepotism, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
The 49-year-old star, who is the daughter of late film director Bruce Paltrow and
his actress wife Blythe Danner, said: "As
the child of someone, you get access
other people don't have, so the playing
field is not level in that way."
She added: "However, I really do feel
that once your foot is in the door, which
you unfairly got in, then you almost have

to work twice as hard and be twice as
good. Because people are ready to pull
you down and say 'You don't belong
there' or 'You are only there because of
your dad or your mom or whatever the
case maybe be'."
However, the "Shallow Hall" actress,
who herself is mother to Apple, 18, and
16-year-old Moses with her ex-husband
Chris Martin, went on to explain that
being the child of someone in the indus-

try should not "limit" someone because
nobody should have a "negative impact"
on anyone else, reports aceshowbiz.com.
Speaking to Hailey Baldwin on the
'Who's in my Bathroom?' YouTube series,
she added: "But it shouldn't limit you,
because what I definitely believe is that
nobody in the world - especially anybody
that doesn't know you - should have a
negative impact on your path or the decisions that you make."

Margot Robbie, Delta
Goodrem return for
'Neighbours' finale
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctors Margot Robbie, Delta Goodrem, Jesse Spencer, Kym Valentine and Carla Bonner will appear in the
final episode of 'Neighbours'. According to 'Variety', Robbie featured in the long-running Aussie soap
from 2008 to 2011 as Donna Freedman and has since gone on to star in massive Hollywood films
including 'The Wolf of Wallstreet', 'I, Tonya' and 'Once Upon A Time In Hollywood'.
Network 10 said Robbie's return to 'Neighbours' will be a "small cameo role", reports 'Variety'.
ARIA Award-winning Delta Goodrem will also return to say goodbye to the show.
Goodrem was originally on the show from 2002 to 2003 as Nina Tucker. The show helped launch
her mainstream music career, when she performed the debut single from 'Innocent Eyes', 'Born To
Try' in an episode.The single debuted at No. 3 on the ARIA charts and peaked at No. 1, while the
album spent 29 weeks at the top of the charts, reports 'Variety'.
On-screen siblings Billy and Libby Kennedy, played by Jesse Spencer and Kym Valentine
respectively, will also feature in the finale.
The pair started out in 1994 as the children of Susan and Karl Kennedy, characters who
remain a part of the show.
Network 10 has also announced the return of Carla Bonner, who started in 1999 as
Stephane Scully. She has returned to the programme numerous times to reprise the
role.Network 10 has been drip-feeding information about its final episode, having previously revealed Kylie Minogue and Jason Donovan would be back to pick
up their character arcs from the 1980s. It then released pictures
of the two on set together.

Rege-Jean Page would
make a 'fantastic' James
Bond: Russo Brothers

Brad Pitt put
Joey King at ease
in 'Bullet Train'

Los Angeles | Agencies

T

he Russo brothers have backed Rege-Jean Page to
become the next James Bond. Joe and Anthony
Russo think the British actor has the charisma to
take on the iconic role following his portrayal of Denny
Carmichael in 'The Gray Man'.
The 'Bridgerton' star has been tipped as a possible
replacement for Daniel Craig as 007.
In an interview with Radio Times, the Russos, who
directed the star in Netflix spy movie, believed that he'd
make a great James Bond, reports aceshowbiz.com.
Joe Russo said, "He's fantastic. I mean, he has more
charisma in his pinky than most people do in their entire
body. So you know, we'd watch him do anything, I mean
we'd watch him read the phonebook!"
Anthony Russo added: "(He's a) very savvy performer
and [has] so much charm."
Rege shot to fame after playing the Duke of Hastings on
Netflix's hit period drama 'Bridgerton' and previously said
he was "flattered" to be linked with the Bond role.
The 34-year-old actor said, "Ah, the B word. I think if
you are British
and do anything
of note, that other
people take
notice of, then
people will start
talking about
that. That's fairly
normal and I'm
flattered to be in
the category of
Brits that people
have noticed."
Rege is also set
to appear in the
film 'Dungeons
and Dragons:
Honor Among
Thieves' and
explained that he
has a singleminded focus on
his acting career,
reports aceshowbiz.com.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies

J

oey King has said she felt intimated arriving on the set of "Bullet Train", but lead star Brad Pitt soon put her at ease. The
22-year-old actress stars alongside Pitt in the 2022 action-comedy, and despite working in movies from the age of four, the
"Kissing Booth" star felt like she was stepping onto a film set for the first time working with the Hollywood legend, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.In the film, Pitt stars as assassin Ladybug, who wants to give up the life, but is pulled back in by his handler
Maria Beetle (Sandra Bullock) in order to collect a briefcase on a bullet train heading from Tokyo to Kyoto. Onboard the train,
he and other competing assassins discover that their objectives are all connected.
King told 'Digital Spy': "I've been acting for almost 19 years now, which is actually insane, but I feel like this movie, stepping
onto this set, I felt like I had just touched down in Los Angeles and it was my first (movie). I felt so fish out of water, imposter
syndrome, I was like, 'What am I doing here? I don't deserve to be here'."Brad Pitt instantly put her at ease and she was "so
comfortable" in his company.She continued: "But working on this movie with the entire cast and of course Brad, I mean he's
f****** Brad Pitt at the end of the day, we love Brad Pitt, it was truly an honour, not just because they are so talented and have
such cool careers, but because they're the coolest humans to work with.

Reese Witherspoon's son Deacon to make acting debut in 'Never Have I Ever 3'
Los Angeles | Agencies

H

ollywood star Reese
Witherspoon and
Ryan Phillippe 18year-old musician son
Deacon Phillippe will make
his acting debut in the upcoming, penultimate season of the
hit Netflix comedy 'Never Have
I Ever' Season 3.
He'll guest star as Parker, a
newcomer in the orbit of Devi
Vishwakumar (Maitreyi Ramakrishnan), as per people.com.
According to a release from Netflix, Parker is a member of a
rival debate team from a rich private school.
His lifestyle offers him certain advantages that allow him to
coast as a student, so he's always ready to party.
Deacon will have personal experience to draw on for the
role as he just graduated from high school himself.
Created by Mindy Kaling and Lang Fisher, 'Never Have I

Ever', which premiered on Netflix in
April 2020 follows Indian American
teenager Devi as she navigates the ups
and downs of high school life.
Devi and Paxton Hall-Yoshida
(Darren Barnet) ended the long love triangle of the first two seasons of the
show, making it official at the end of
last season, and now they have to deal
with their classmates' reactions, as per
people.com.In the season 3 trailer that
dropped Wednesday, Devi and Paxton
stroll the halls of Sherman Oaks High hand in hand, much to
the dismay and envy of their classmates."The debut of 'Daxton'
was unreal. Your social status has skyrocketed so much that
now people hate you," Devi's friend Eleanor Wong (Ramona
Young) can be heard saying over a clip of glaring looks from
other girls directed at the protagonist.Last March, 'Never Have
I Ever' was renewed for two more seasons, with the fourth season concluding the Netflix series run projected to be released
in 2023.

Emma Weymouth
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44TH CHESS OLYMPIAD BEGINS: India cruise to ODI series
TEAM US TOP SEED, INDIA SECOND sweep over West Indies
Chennai | Agencies

W

ith a good mix of experienced
elite players, debutants and
promising prodigies, six
Indian teams, comprising 30 players,
are all set to begin their challenge at
the 44th edition of the Chess
Olympiad, which kick-started in
Mamallapuram on Thursday.
The event was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin, Governor RN Ravi also
attended the opening ceremony along
with Union Sports minister Anurag
Thakur.
The star-studded US team-led by
World Championship challenger
Fabiano Caruana is numbers ahead in
terms of average rating with Elo 2771
while India seeded second with Elo
2696.World Champion Magnus
Carlsen's Team Norway is third seeded at Elo 2692 followed by Spain (Elo
2687), Poland (Elo 2683) and

Azerbaijan (Elo 2680). The Team India
2 boast of teenage prodigies Nihal
Sarin, D Gukesh, R Praggnanandhaa,
Raunak Sadhwani and also has 30year-old B Adhiban as the oldest player. It has caught the imagination and

fancy of most enthusiasts, not just in
India but abroad too. The average Elo
of this team is 2649 but their ability to
score over fancied opponents in the
past six months place them as strong
contenders for the medal.

Kerava (Finland)|Agencies

J

ust days after becoming
the youngest man to
score a T20I century,
France's teenaged opener
Gustav McKeon rewrote
records books yet again after
hitting another stunning
hundred at the Europe T20
World Cup 2024 SubRegionals.
Backing up his hundred
against Switzerland in
Vantaa, McKeon blasted five

fours and eight sixes in his
53-ball 101 against Norway
on Wednesday, bringing up
three figures with a huge six
over mid-wicket. After his
fantastic knock McKeon
became the first man to
score back-to-back centuries
in the T20I format, with his
run tally of 286 also breaking the record for the most
runs scored in the first three
innings of a men's T20I
career. The opener broke the
record of Azhar Andani, who

The top Indian team, comprising
Vidit Gujrathi, Pentala Harikrishna,
Arjun Erigaisi, SL Narayanan and
Krishnan Saiskiran, has experience
and strength combined. Arjun and
Narayanan are making their debut.
Arjun has been hovering tantalisingly
close to the Elo 2700 mark and
Narayanan exhibits an enviable positional and solid style. Harikrishna and
Sasikiran are old warhorses with
proven credentials while Vidit, too,
has made a mark amongst the elites.
The women's team with Koneru
Humpy, D Harika, R Vaishali, Tania
Sachdev and Bhakti Kulkarni are
given top billing with an average Elo
of 2487 and are firm favourites.
Ukraine (2478) and Georgia (2475), on
the other hand, are too close for comfort and India need good performances each day to gun for gold.
The other Indian teams, too, have
the potential to notch upsets and with
no pressure, they have the ability to
snatch a medal.
made scores of 46, 100 and
81 in his first three innings
for Portugal last year.
The 18-year old McKeon's
knock powered the French
to a win over the more fancied Norwegian side, meaning the pair join Switzerland
on four points at the top of
Group 2.
The Swiss have a game in
hand over their rivals,
though face the Norwegians
on Thursday eager to avenge
their defeat.

Port of Spain | Agencies
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peners Shubman Gill and Shikhar
Dhawan hit half centuries as India
completed a series sweep over West
Indies with an emphatic 119-run victory in a
rain-affected clash in Port of Spain.
There were plenty of delays during India's
innings, with the visitors forced to hit out late
after a weather break saw the match initially
reduced to 40 overs per side.
Another rain delay at the end of the 36th
over saw India's innings completed even earlier, with the visitors posting a decent total of
225/3 from their allotted overs.
Opener Shubman Gill was the standout
with a career best 98*, while stand-in skipper
Shikhar Dhawan (58) hit his second half-century for the series.
Gill was deservedly named Player of the
Match and Player of the Series for his heroics
during the tour, with the young right-hander
scoring two half centuries and a total of 205
runs from three hits.It goes to show that India
are compiling some good depth in their
white-ball squads, with Shreyas Iyer, Axar
Patel, Shardul Thakur and Yuzvendra Chahal
also showing good signs during the threematch series.Experienced pacer Mohammed

Siraj chipped in with two wickets early in West
Indies' run chase on Wednesday, while
Chahal finished the job by picking up four
scalps of his own during an impressive spell.
West Indies' form in 50-over cricket has
been surprisingly poor of late, with the
Caribbean side now sitting on a nine-match
losing streak after consecutive series losses
against Pakistan, Bangladesh and now India.
While there were plenty of positive signs in
the first two matches of the series against
India, the third and final game was completely one-sided as the hosts struggled to match it
with their opponents. Spinner Hayden Walsh
picked up two wickets - but conceded 57 runs
from his 10 overs - while West Indies' toporder failed to come to grips with India's newball bowling attack.Skipper Nicholas Pooran
and right-hander Brandon King each scored
42 in this match, but there were plenty of failures as a disappointing series came to an end
for Phil Simmons' side.

France's Gustav McKeon hits
back-to-back T20I tons,
breaks multiple records
Sri Lanka break into top five of WTC CWG boxing: Shiva to start India's campaign;
standings after win over Pakistan
easy draw for Nikhat, Lovlina

Dubai|Agencies

Birmingham|Agencies
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ri Lanka's resounding
246-run victory over
Pakistan in the second
Test in Galle helped them
break into the top five of the
ICC World Test
Championship standings.
The two-Test series
between the two nations has
been an exciting one with
both teams taking a match
each.
Pakistan went 1-0 up in the
series with a four-wicket win
in the first Test. They boosted
their chances of appearing in
next year's World Test
Championship final, going to
the third spot in the standings, while Sri Lanka ended
up slipping to No 6. And now
the tables have been reversed
with Sri Lanka climbing to
the third spot with a win percentage of 53.33, while

Brief scores

India 225/3 in 36 overs (Gill 98 not out,
Dhawan 58; Walsh 2-57) beat West Indies
137 in 26 overs (Pooran 42, King 42; Chahal
4-17, Siraj 2-14) by 119 runs (DLS)

S

Pakistan have dropped down
to No 5 with a win percentage of 51.85. South Africa
continue to rule the table
with a PCT of 71.43 per cent,
followed by Australia, who
are at 70 per cent. South
Africa have a good chance of
widening the gap when they
take on England in a three-

READY FOR THE COMMONWEALTH
GAMES: HOCKEY SKIPPER SAVITA

match Test series next
month.Meanwhile, India,
who last played a Test
against England, are at the
fourth spot with a PCT of
52.08 per cent. West Indies,
England, New Zealand and
Bangladesh are at 6th, 7th,
8th and 9th spot
respectively.

easoned boxer Shiva Thapa, a
bronze medallist in the 2015
World Championships in Doha,
will start India's campaign in the
Commonwealth Games boxing competition at Birmingham on Friday, as
the Indians step into the ring hoping
to retain the second position in the
boxing standings they grabbed four
years ago.
Tokyo Olympic Games bronze
medallist Lovlina Borgohain will set
the ball rolling for the women's team
on July 30 with reigning World
Champion Nkhat Zareen taking to the
ring the next day. Both have got an
easy opening bout with Lovlina starting against New Zealand's Ariane
Nicholson in the middleweight (6670kg weight class but runs into the
dangerous Rosie Eccles of Wales, silver medallist at Gold Coast in 2018, in
the quarterfinals. The Wales boxer is
quite experienced and has won a sil-

ver medal in the 2016 European
Championships and bronze in the
2019 edition. Nikhat will start her
campaign against Helena Ismael
Bagao of Mozambique in women's
light flyweight category on Sunday
and then faces another little-known
opponent in Helen Jones of Wales in
the last-eight stage. In the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games in 2018,
India were placed second with 9
medals (3-3-3) behind England, who

too had nine medals but six of them
were gold. Hosts Australia had finished third with eight medals (3-2-3).
India have fielded a strong 12-member team with eight men and will be
hoping for another rich haul. Shiva
Thapa will take on Pakistan's
Suleman Baloch in a Round of 32
match light welterweight (over 60kg)
bout. Hassamuddin Mohammed and
Sanjeet will be taking to the ring on
the second day of competition in

Common Wealth Games 2022

India faceoff against Australia as new
dawn heralds for women's cricket

their respective first-round matches
and are expected to advance to the
next stage. In women's lightweight
(57-60kg), India's Jasmine, who got a
bye in the first round, faces a tricky
quarterfinal against Troy Garton of
New Zealand, the bronze medallist in
this weight class in Gold Coast.
With only eight competitors in the
women's 45kg class, India's Nitu will
open against Nicole Clyde of
Northern Ireland in the quarterfinals
on August 3 and a win will ensure her
a medal. But it could be a tricky clash
for the Indian pugilist.
Other Indian boxers too have got
easy draws with Asian Games gold
medallist Amit Pangal launching his
campaign against Namri Berri of
Vanuatu in the flyweight (48.5-51 kg)
division on August 1.
Hussamuddin, who won bronze in
the 2018 Games, will take on
Amzolele Dyeyi of South Africa in his
first bout in the featherweight (545kg) division on July 30.

BENGALURU FC MADE LIFE TOUGH FOR US, SAYS
LEICESTER CITY COACH LEON MCSWEENEY

Birmingham|Agencies
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Birmingham: A couple of weeks' break between the FIH
Women's World Cup and the Commonwealth Games has
given the Indian women's hockey team a chance to work on
the shortcoming in their game and is now prepared to
improve on their performance and go for a medal in
Birmingham 2022, informed skipper Savita Punia on
Thursday.
Set to open its campaign against lowly Ghana at the
University of Birmingham Hockey and Squash Centre, the
Indian teams will be looking forward to the match and using
it to test the adjustments they had made to their game following the World Cup. The Indian team failed to live up to
its expectations in the World Cup in the Netherlands and
Spain, finishing ninth unable to convert most of the chances
they produced in the matches.
"We have prepared well. We have used all our training
sessions following the World Cup to prepare for this event.
We also played a practice match against Scotland and did
well in that game too. It was an opportunity for us to work
on a few of the things that we noticed during the World Cup.
We have worked on our strength -- which is penalty corners
-- and we are ready (for the CWG)," said skipper Savita during a virtual press conference organised by Hockey India on
Thursday.

s the sun for Friday rises in the
United Kingdom, the Edgbaston
Cricket Ground will witness a
new dawn for women's cricket when
India face off against T20 World Cup
champions Australia in the first-ever
match of the women's T20 event at
2022 Commonwealth Games.
As Meg Lanning and Harmanpreet
Kaur lead their teams at Edgbaston, it
will also mark the comeback of cricket
in the Commonwealth Games fold
after 24 years, when the 1998 edition
had men's List A matches at Kuala
Lumpur. But, in 2022, Birmingham
will see the debut of women's cricket
and T20 format together.
The inclusion of women's T20 cricket in the 2022 Commonwealth Games
is seen as a crucial moment to spread
its visibility towards a much broader
multi-sport watching audience and at
the same time, prove to be a vital
example for cricket pushing to be
included in 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics.
Though Australia won the tournament by defeating India in the final in
front of 86,174 fans at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground, fans from both sides
will be itching to see how an IndiaAustralia clash in the Commonwealth
Games 2022 pans out.
India effectively have 13 members
to choose from for their playing eleven
against Australia.Apart from
Harmanpreet, a lot depends on a
strong core of Smriti Mandhana,

Shafali Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues
and Deepti Sharma if India are to
clinch a medal in the quadrennial
event. With Sneh Rana returning after
being rested from the Sri Lanka series
and wicket-keeper plus strokeful batter Yastika Bhatia in the mix, India
have a good mix of experienced and
youngsters.
On the other hand, Australia have
the same set of players who were there
in the T20 World Cup triumph at
home and more recently, in Women's
Cricket World Cup in New Zealand.

They have a depth which is the envy of
all nations, so much that premier allrounder Ellyse Perry hasn't been a
sure starter in the T20I playing eleven.
Though they are without Matthew
Mott, who's moved on to be England
men's white-ball coach and Ben
Sawyer, who's now New Zealand
women's head coach, expect Australia
to retain their dominant play.
Winning a gold medal in the 2022
Commonwealth Games will be the
extension of the legacy Meg Lanning
and her team will be aiming for.

Leicester: Former Premier League champions Leicester
City FC's academy team almost had their hearts in their
mouth when the reserve team of Bengaluru FC, former
Indian Super League champions themselves pumped in
three goals within seven minutes in their Next Generation
Cup, 2022 fixture in Leicester, the United Kingdom on
Wednesday.
Leicester City, who had already raced to a six-goal lead
won the tie 6-3 but not without Bengaluru FC earning
praise from the opponents and Premier League delegates
who were witnessing the action from the stands.
Leon McSweeney, Leicester City FC's academy coach
admitted the young Foxes were put under immense pressure from the Indian team.
"Bengaluru made life very tough for us with their energy
and intensity. It caused a lot of problems, particularly in
the second half. I think they can be very proud of what
they showed. And certainly, if we didn't have the cushion,
we would have been a lot more nervous at the end," said
McSweeney.
Bengaluru FC's Naushad Moosa singled out the biggest
positive from the match - invaluable experience. "After the
game, I could hear the boys saying we could have won the
game. So this is what they need to understand," he said.
Moosa explained how the emerging Bengaluru players
overcame their apprehensions of facing a Premier League
side gradually into the game, turning the 90 minutes on
the pitch into a 'great learning moment'.
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Janvi Kapoor on her equation
with Ishaan Khatter: Everytime
we meet, there's a warmth
Team Absolute|Mumbai

curiosity of Dhadak fans. Janhvi and Ishaan
recently marked the 4-year anniversary of
Dhadak by posting fan art and old images
on their social media accounts.
Janhvi will now be seen in the film
Good Luck, Jerry. In addition, she
has Mili and Mr. and Mrs. Mahi.
Ishaan will be featured in
Phone Bhoot with Katrina
Kaif and Siddhant
Chaturvedi. It will be
released on
November 4, 2022.

J

anhvi Kapoor is presently promoting her
forthcoming flick, Good Luck Jerry. The
actress has gone above and above to
ensure that her film is seen by as many
people as possible. In the midst of this,
Janhvi was recently questioned about her
rumoured ex-boyfriend Ishaan Khatter, with
whom she made her Bollywood debut in
Dhadak. When the film was being shot, the two
were said to be dating. In a recent interview,
Janhvi revealed if she was still in contact with
Ishaan and what their life equation is.
Janhvi was questioned if she was still in contact with Ishaan four years after Dhadak's
release in an interview. In response, the actress
stated that they are both quite busy in their life
and don't communicate as much as they used
to. Janhvi did, however, go on to say that she
had lately texted him. Janhvi stated, "We're
(Janhvi and Ishaan) so busy now in our own
lives. But every time we meet, there's a warmth.
In fact, 'Rangisari', the song from JugJugg Jeeyo,
was supposed to be in Dhadak. Every time
we'd shoot montages for Dhadak, we'd play
that song. So, when it came out, both of us
kind of felt like it was our song. We
texted each other, and he was like,
'Did you see it?' and I was like,
'Yeah, it felt kind of funny.'"
Ishaan and Janhvi were seen
enjoying time together at
Karan Johar's star-studded
birthday event. A snapshot of Janhvi, Ishaan,
and director Sharan
Sharma had also
surfaced on the
internet,
which
Team Absolute|Mumbai
piqued
the
elmed by Karan Malhotra, Ranbir Kapoor, Vaani Kapoor, and Sanjay Dutt starrer Shamshera released on 22 July 2022. However, the
flick bombed at the box office despite being made on
a humongous scale. Reacting to the audience's response to the film,
Karan Malhotra shared a note on Twitter. Now, Sanjay Dutt has come
out in Karan's support and opened up about the debacle.His statement
read, "Films are acts of passion - passion to tell a story, to bring to life
characters you've never met before. Shamshera is one such labour of
love to which we gave our all. It's a movie made up of blood, sweat and
tears. It's a dream that we brought on screen. Movies are made for audiences to relish. And every movie finds its viewers, sooner or later."
"Shamshera found a lot of people hating on it; some of the hate came
from people who didn't even watch it. I find it horrible that people don't
respect the hard work we all put in. I admire Karan as a filmmaker, and
mostly as a person. He is one of the best directors I have worked with in
my long career of four decades. He has the knack of giving characters
that strike a chord. We did that with Agneepath, where he gave me
Kancha Cheena to play. The process of working on it was brilliant. He
trusted me again with Shamshera and what a ball of a time we had
making this film, and bringing to life Shuddh Singh," the senior actor
added.
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SHAMSHERA'S FAILURE
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areena Kapoor Khan is currently gearing up for the release of her
much-awaited film Laal Singh Chaddha. If recent reports are to
be believed, after the massive success of Veere Di Wedding,
Kareena Kapoor Khan and Rhea Kapoor are all set to reunite for another project.
As the actress, is busy promoting her upcoming, during an interview
with a leading daily, Kareena spilt beans about the project and revealed
that it will be a slightly different and fun story from their previous
movie.
The actress stated, "I am doing a film with Rhea. It is not Veere 2
(Veere Di Wedding). It is a story about three women. It is going to be
slightly different. It's a super cool and fun story."
She further told that "Rhea has got two stellar actors. I can't reveal the
cast, but I am very excited. I can't wait for her to announce the film. It
will start shooting by the end of this year or January".
On the work front, Kareena Kapoor Khan was last seen in the 2020
film 'Angrezi Medium', co-starring late actor Irrfan Khan, and Radhika
Madan. Her film 'Laal Singh Chaddha', which is a remake of the 1994
film Forrest Gump, releases in theatres on August 11. Kareena will next
feature in Sujoy Ghosh's 'The Devotion Of Suspect X', along with Vijay
Varma and Jaideep Ahlawat. She has also collaborated with Ekta
Kapoor to co-produce a film.

K

Athiya Shetty's 'favourite one'

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

A

thiya Shetty and KL Rahul make one of the most popular and loved couples in the tinsel town. It has been a
few months since Athiya Shetty and KL Rahul made their relationship official. The two often make headlines
for their relationship and their wedding reports have also been going around for a long time now.
From making a few public appearances together to social media PDA, the couple's fans completely adore and
ship them. Recently, Athiya Shetty shared a mushy polaroid picture with her boyfriend and fans just can't stop
gushing over them. The picture showcases the lovebirds seated together next to each other on a couch. While KL
Rahul is seen dressed in a baggy white tee-shirt and a pair of trousers, Athiya is seen donning a pretty green top and
blue denim pants. Sharing the photo, Athiya wrote in the caption, "favourite one (monkey emoji)".
Several celebrities including Karisma Kapoor, Ileana D'Cruz, Krishna Shroff, Malavika Mohanan and Anushka
Ranjan dropped adorable comments on the picture.
For the unversed, rumours about the wedding the two were doing rounds.
On the work front, Athiya was last seen in the film 'Motichoor Chaknachoor with Nawazuddin Siddiqui.

Vikrant Rona: A cinematic experience, worth 'A' shot
FILM
REVIEW
BY SHACHI CHATURVEDI

The Power
(on Zee Plex)

eccentric police officer. A bizarre
game is being played in which
everyone in the town is both a
potential victim and a suspect.

Review

The story opens with a gripping
opening that reveals that a town is
experiencing some strange hapDirection: Anup Bhandari
penings. The film is structured like
Cast: Sudeep Nirup Bhandari
a bracket, which means it begins
Neetha Ashok, Jacqueline Fernandez, with suspense and finishes with
Ravishankar Gowda, Madhusudan
the secrets disclosed.
Rao, Vasuki Vaibhav, Siddu
Throughout the film, you have
Moolimani, Ramesh Rai
the urge to know more, and there
is no sense that the film is wasting
Run time: 2 hours 28 minutes
so much time. Although the first
Ratings: 3/5 (three and half
half of the film was slow and
stars)
attempted to establish the film's
premise. It is also a moment when
a viewer may become puzzled
Synopsis
about what is going on, although
the second half of the film is quite
A remote village in the heart of a
intriguing.
tropical rainforest begins to see a
In the end, some of the revelasequence of incomprehensible happenings that they ascribe to the
tions may surprise you, while others
paranormal approximately half a
will strike an emotional chord in
century ago. This corresponds with
your heart. The film is capable of
the arrival of Vikrant Rona, an
eliciting both shivers and tears. In

sections of the film, you will wonder
whether Kiccha Sudeepa is a hero
or a villain, all your curiosity with
come to rest in the climax.
As a South film, it does have certain action sequences that appear
unreal, but this is to be expected.
Aside from that, it is vital to watch
this movie with a little focus in
order to connect the dots and comprehend the ending.
Concerning the film's music. The

film contains some pretty wonderful songs, particularly Ra Ra
Rakkamma which have an influence on the audience. However, too
many songs left the viewers dissatisfied.
Vikrant Rona was unquestionably Kichcha Sudeepa's show. His
acting did capture our hearts. He
made it more attractive and crisp by
expressing every feeling in a minimalistic manner.

When it comes to Jacqueline, her
involvement was more of a cameo
in which she handed Vikrant some
information on a smuggler.
Concerning the other characters,
the villagers who played supporting
roles did an excellent job of making
the narrative seem realistic. In
short, Vikram was always in the
spotlight. The antagonist of the film
performed admirably, and the actual revelation came as a surprise to
us.In terms of technical qualities,
the film succeeds in engaging you at
various points. It is a 3-D film,
which makes it more difficult for the
creators to meet the expectations of
the public, and amazingly, Vikrant
Rona succeeded in giving you the
3D sense that a viewer desires.

Final Verdict
If you like thriller dramas, you
will enjoy this film. As a spectator, I
feel you will not be dissatisfied with
your decision of spending money
on this film. Although it is only a
one-time viewing, it is worth a
chance.

Mouni Roy
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