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MVA faces grim survival crisis as Sena Minister, MLAs on verge of revolt

Hours after the MLC biennial election results were announced, political activity suddenly hotted up and Shinde, along
with an estimated one to two dozen legislators suddenly became 'incommunicado', alarming the MVA leaders. Early
morning, it emerged that Minister Shinde along with his supporting MLAs, had parked himself in Le Meridien Hotel in the
diamond hub of Surat, barely a 3-hour drive from Mumbai. As per sources, the rebel Shiv Sena MLAs camping in Surat
flown to Guwahati at midnight. Sources in Gujarat BJP said that a 50-seater chartered flight has been hired for taking the
MLAs to Guwahati. The sources also said that Sena MLA Eknath Sindhe, who is leading dissident group, has managed the
support of five Congress MLAs, who too will be joining the group in Surat.

'AGNIVEERS' WILL BE ELIGIBLE
FOR GALLANTRY AWARDS: TOP
MILITARY OFFICER

New Delhi: Agniveers will be eligible
for gallantry awards, the Department of
Military Affairs said on Tuesday in the
backdrop of protests against the
Agnipath scheme in different parts of the
country.

"Agniveers will be eligible for gallantry
awards. Patriotism or working in the
army is a passion... it is not a provision
for a job," Lieutenant General Anil Puri,
Additional Secretary, Department of
Military Affairs said today at a presser.
"Today, 50 to 60 people come for every
vacancy to be recruited and only one is
selected, so we need to take the best can-
didate for the country. The selection
process will be transparent, fair, objective
and centrally maintained," he said.The
DMA official highlighted that the depart-
ment undergoes 80 to 100 bilateral exer-
cises with many countries and from such
engagements, it got the idea that the
average age of soldiers is 26-27 years.

THACKERAY TO HAVE KAMALNATH'S FATE?

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Maha Vikas Agadhi government
on Tuesday faced its worst political
crisis as at least one Shiv Sena

Minister along with other ministers and
several MLAs veered towards a revolt and
are now parked in Gujarat.

Sena MP and Chief Spokesperson
Sanjay Raut, however, dismissed specula-
tion that a 'political earthquake' is in the
offing in Maharashtra, but accused the
Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
hatching its biggest conspiracy to topple
the MVA government.

"There is no basis for the so-called
'political earthquake' as is being touted in
some circles... This is an attempt to hit at
the MVA and the plot is being staged on
Gujarat soil. It will prove to be futile as in
the past," Raut declared.

Admitting that Minister Eknath Shinde,
along with several MLAs' are "not reach-
able", Raut claimed that "contact has been
developed with some legislators" and
attempts are on to defuse the crisis.

A Congress leader said that "there's no
immediate threat to the MVA though
"frantic efforts are underway to bring
down the government ahead of the civic

polls in Maharashtra and the states' elec-
tions later in the year. As a precaution, the

Congress is planning to herd its flock and
has summoned all its MLAs to rush to

Mumbai this evening.The Nationalist
Congress Party is also keeping close tabs
on its legislators even as Leader of
Opposition Devendra Fadnavis airdashed
to New Delhi to consult party bigwigs.

"Talks with Eknath Shinde
are on. I spoke to him. He will
return. NCP is also with us. Some
are saying that we should go
with BJP. But how do we do
that. We were with them and
have suffered. Why should we
go with them." 

SHe will return: Uddhav Thackeray 

New Delhi: A 10-minute telephone conversation between
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and Shiv
Sena rebel Eknath Shinde this evening, has failed to sug-
gest a way out of the impasse. Shinde -- who with his 21
rebel MLAs set off a crisis for the Uddhav Thackeray gov-
ernment -- spoke to the Chief Minister this evening from
the phone of Milind Narvekar, one of the Sena emissaries
who met him at the Surat hotel where he is camping out.
Claiming that so far, he has not taken any decision or
signed any document, Shinde declared that he has taken
this step for the betterment of the party.
When Uddhav Thackeray asked him to reconsider and return to the fold,
Shinde demanded that the Sena renew its alliance with the BJP and jointly rule
Maharashtra, sources said. "As of now, no solution has emerged from this con-
versation," a source said. As the Sena and the Congress blamed the BJP for
engineering the crisis and claiming much money changed hands, Shinde has
pitched his move as an ideological decision. "Balasaheb has taught us
Hindutva. We have never and will never cheat for power regarding
Balasaheb's thoughts and Dharmaveer Anand Dighe Saheb's teachings," read
a rough translation of his Marathi tweet before he flew to BJP-ruled Gujarat
last night.

SHINDE DID HAVE CONVERSATION WITH UDDHAV THACKERAY

ALL EYES ON
SHARAD PAWAR 
New Delhi: As sur-
vival threat loomed
over the
Maharashtra gov-
ernment after the
rebellion of 21
Shiv Sena MLAs
led by Minister
Eknath Shinde, all
eyes are now on NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar to intervene in the
biggest political crisis the Uddhav
Thackeray government has faced so
far. As BJP's surgical strike on Shiv
Sena rattled the leadership of three
parties -- the Congress, the NCP and
the Shiv Sena, the Congress has
rushed its state in-charge H.K. Patil
and Pawar is also reaching Mumbai
to save the government.
While Congress has maintained that
its flock is together, sign of bicker-
ings is evident in the MLC polls as
Congress' second candidate lost to
BJP and in Rajya Sabha polls too,
BJP managed to get through.
However, the Congress is confident
that Sharad Pawar will save the gov-
ernment who is key to the MVA.But
BJP has surprised all the leaders as
the MLAs opposed to Uddhav
Thackarey moved to Surat. This
could be Madhya Pradesh type oper-
ation, said a Congress leader while
anticipating a fall of the govern-

SHAH MEETS NADDA
New Delhi:

Union Home
Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday
reached BJP chief
J.P. Nadda's resi-
dence in the national capital to discuss the
developing political situation in
Maharashtra. Shinde and other Shiv Sena
MLAs have revolted against the party and
moved to a hotel in Surat in Gujarat.
Sources in the BJP said that Nadda and
Shah were discussing the changing politi-
cal situation in Maharashtra and the
party's future course of action.

BJP KEEPING CLOSE EYE,
EXPLORING ALL OPTIONS

New Delhi: The Bhartiya Janata Party
is keeping a close watch on political
developments in Maharashtra and
exploring all the options, but cautious in
its approach keeping the past experi-
ence in the state. It is learnt that the BJP
central leadership is calculating the
numbers and is hoping that Shinde will
bring more MLAs in his camp. After
being sure of numbers, the BJP will
approach the Governor with a request to
ask the MVA government to prove the
majority on the floor of the Assembly.A
BJP insider said that party is treading
cautiously amid the changing political
situation in Maharashtra to avoid repeat
of 2019 misadventure when Devendra
Fadnavis was sworn in as the chief min-
ister of Maharashtra and later resigned
due to lack of numbers.

BJP names Draupadi
Murmu as its Presidential
candidate, Yashwant
Sinha from opposition

New Delhi: The BJP on
Tuesday announced the
name of former
Jharkhand Governor
Draupadi Murmu as its
Presidential candidate.

BJP chief J.P. Nadda
announced Murmu's
name during a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters here. The deci-
sion was taken by the BJP
Parliamentary board, the
party's top decision mak-
ing body. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
ministers Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh and Nitin
Gadkari, Nadda and
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan were present at
the meeting.

Announcing Murmu's
name, Nadda said that
the BJP is trying to build a
consensus among all the
parties.

The opposition parties
on Tuesday announced
former Union Minister
Yashwant Sinha as their
consensus candidate for
the post of President,
election for which is to be
held on July 18.

"We (opposition par-
ties) have unanimously
decided that Yashwant
Sinha will be our com-
mon candidate for the
Presidential election,"
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh told media per-
sons soon after the meet-
ing of the combined
opposition parties held at
the Parliament Annexe.

The meeting was called
by NCP top leader Sharad
Pawar and attended by
leaders from the
Congress, TMC,
Samajwadi Party, CPI,
CPI-M, National
Conference, and RJD
among others.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Tuesday issued an orange
alert for coastal areas of
Maharashtra and Goa for
extreme rainfall till June 25 at
least.Several places along the
Maharashtra, Goa and
northern Karnataka coast
have already witnessed heavy
to very heavy rainfall.

In the 24 hours ending at
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday,
Maharashtra's Palghar
received 210 mm rainfall,
and Dahanu 130 mm, Goa's

Mormugao and Dabolim
received 70 mm, each while
along the coastal Karnataka,
Manki received 100 mm,
Udupi 90 mm, and Honavar
80 mm among the several
stations that recorded more
than 50 mm rainfall in 24
hours. "Under the influence
of offshore trough and strong
westerly winds along the
west coast in lower tropos-
pheric levels, fairly wide-
spread/widespread rainfall
with thunderstorm/ lightning
is very likely over Karnataka,
Konkan and Goa, Kerala,
Mahe, and Lakshadweep and
scattered to fairly widespread

rainfall is likely over central
Maharashtra, Marathwada,
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, and Karaikal
during next five days," the
IMD forecast said.

The orange alert is applica-
ble till June 25, the IMD said
and added - as part of its
impact-based warning - that
people should be alert about
localised landslides/ mud-
slides, damage to horticul-
ture and standing crops in
some areas due to inunda-
tion and, most important, be
cautious about flooding in
some river catchment areas.

IMD warns of high rainfall in coastal
Maha, Goa, issues Orange alert

MUSLIM GIRLS PERFORM YOGA
WEARING HIJAB IN K'TAKA

Vijayapura,
(Karnataka) :
On the occasion
of International
Day of Yoga,
Muslim girls
performed yoga
wearing hijab at
the Gol Gumbaz
in Karnataka's
Vijayapura on
Tuesday.A video
of Muslim girls performing yoga in traditional attire has
gone viral on social media.

The girls attended the Yoga Day celebrations along with
hundreds of people and performed yoga wearing burqa
and hijab.People appreciated the initiative by the Muslim
girls to participate in the event amid the ongoing social
unrest in the state.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi left the
Enforcement Directorate's (ED) head-
quarters at around 8 p.m. on Tuesday

after being questioned for about nine hours in
connection with the National Herald issue.
Sources said he has been given a dinner
break.

Gandhi is expected to return to the ED
office after dinner.He was questioned for
around 9 hours without a lunch break. It was
his fifth day of being questioned.Rahul
Gandhi has so far been grilled for a total of
about 49 hours.He was reportedly questioned
about a few transactions made by Kolkata-
based Dotex Merchandise Pvt Ltd.

Sonia Gandhi, who is presently in hospital

due to Covid related health issues, has also
been summoned on June 23 in the same case.

Rahul Gandhi questioned for
9 hours without lunch break

UP MAN MARRIES PAK GIRL
AFTER FACEBOOK FRIENDSHIP

Farrukhabad (UP): A 23-year-old zardozi
artist from
Farrukhabad fell in
love with a girl on
Facebook.

After their love
blossomed, he learnt
that the girl was a
Pakistani. Mohd
Jamal, however, was
undeterred and he went to Pakistan earlier
this month and married the girl, Eram, on
June 17. Jamal's father Alimuddin said, "Now,
we are eagerly waiting for the couple to
return to India. A grand ceremony will be
held as per rituals once the newly married
couple arrive here."The Farrukhabad district
administration has promised all help to the
couple. "The officials have said that the girl
could get a temporary visa for the first one
year which could be extended up to three
years. During this, she could apply for per-
manent nationality under the Special
Marriage Act," said Jamal's father.

PHNOM PENH | Agencies

The world's largest freshwater
fish, a 300-kg giant stingray,
was found near a remote

island in the Mekong River in
Cambodia's Stung Treng province, a
joint initiative announced.

The announcement was made by
Wonders of the Mekong, the initia-
tive between the University of
Nevada Reno's Global Water Center
and the Inland Fisheries Research
and Development Institute of
Cambodia (IFReDI), with funding
from US Agency for International
Development (USAID).

According to the initiative, recog-
nizing the importance of his catch,
the Cambodian fisherman quickly
contacted a team from the Wonders
of the Mekong research project to
help release the ray, an endangered
species, back into the river.

For Zeb Hogan, a fish biologist at

the University of Nevada, Reno, the
stingray find is evidence that the
natural world can still yield new and
extraordinary discoveries, and that
many of the largest aquatic creatures
remain woefully understudied.

In collaboration with the
Cambodian Fisheries
Administration, the Wonders of the
Mekong project established a net-

work of fishers who agreed to report
catches of giant and endangered
fish, including stingrays.

Last month, fishermen in the
same area reported to the team that
they had caught a 400-pound giant
female stingray, which the research
team then helped release safely into
the depths of the river.

WORLD'S LARGEST FRESHWATER FISH FOUND IN CAMBODIA 
The previous record-holder

for the world's largest fresh-
water fish was a 293-kg
Mekong giant catfish caught
in Thailand in 2005.

The record-breaking
stingray, which measured
over 13 feet from snout to tail,
was hooked by a fisherman
south of the town of Stung
Treng on June 13, in the mid-
dle stretches of the Mekong
River.

For the first time ever in
Cambodia, the huge ray was
fitted with an acoustic tag, the
technology that will enable
biologists to learn more about
the secretive creature's elusive
behaviour.
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Four local terrorists, includ-
ing killer of Jammu and
Kashmir Police Sub-
Inspector Farooq Ahmad,
were neutralised in two

anti-terrorist operations in Pulwama
and Sopore districts on Tuesday,
police said.

Police said in Pulwama, acting on
specific input generated by police
regarding presence of terrorists in
Tujjan village, a joint cordon and
search operation was launched by
police, army, and CRPF personnel.

During the search operation, as
the joint security force party
approached the spot where the ter-
rorists were suspected to be hiding,
they came under indiscriminate fire
and retaliated, leading to an
encounter.

"In the ensuing encounter, two
terrorists of proscribed terror outfit
JeM were killed and their bodies
were retrieved from the site of
encounter," police said.

They have been identified as Abid
Ahmad Sheikh, resident of Barpora,

Pulwama and Majid Nazir Wani, res-
ident of Banpora Ladoo, Pampore.

"As per police records, both the
killed terrorists were part of group
involved in several terror crime cases
including attacks on security forces
and civilian atrocities. Besides, the
killed terrorist Majid Nazir Wani was
also involved in the killing of SI
Farooq Ahmad," police said.

Huge cache of arms and ammuni-

tion were recovered from the site of
encounter.

Similarly in Sopore, police said,
based on specific input generated by
police regarding presence of terror-
ists in Tulibal area, a joint cordon
and search operation was launched
by police, army, and the CRPF.

"During the search operation, as
the presence of terrorists got ascer-
tained, they fired indiscriminately

upon the joint search party which
was retaliated leading to an
encounter," police said.

"In the ensuing encounter, two
terrorists of proscribed terror outfit
LeT were killed and their bodies
were retrieved from the site of
encounter."

They have been identified as
Zahid Ahmad Chopan, resident of
Tengwani, Shopian and Mohd Youns
Gul, resident of Washbugh,
Pulwama.

"As per police records, both the
killed terrorists had joined tnhe ter-
ror fold recently," police said.

Arms and ammunition including
two AK-47 rifles and four magazines
have been recovered from the site of
encounter.

Inspector General Police, Kashmir,
Vijay Kumar has congratulated the
joint teams for carrying out the anti-
terrorist operations in a professional
manner without causing any collat-
eral damage.He also appreciated
security personnel for tracking down
and neutralising the terrorist
involved in the recent killing of the
police officer in Pulwama.

FOUR TERRORISTS, INCLUDING
COP'S KILLER, NEUTRALISED IN J&K Team Absolute|New Delhi

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana on
Tuesday said the courts in India assist
and support arbitration and "leave

substantive part of adjudication to arbitral
tribunals".

In his address at the annual meet of Indo-
German Chamber of Commerce on the
theme "Arbitration in a Globalised World -
The Indian Experience" at Germany's
Dortmund, he said: "In recent years, there
has been some apprehension in the minds of
parties about increasing interference of
domestic courts in the arbitration process.
Let me assure you, Indian courts are known
for their pro-arbitration stance. Courts in
India assist and support arbitration and
leave the substantive part of adjudication to
the Arbitral Tribunal itself."

He added that the geography of interna-
tional arbitration is mostly concentrated
around the business centres of the devel-
oped world: Singapore, London, Paris, or
Stockholm, despite the fact that most dis-
putes are generated in the developing world,
and this needs to be balanced.

The CJI emphasised that it is the responsi-
bility of the host country to ensure that there
is peace and stability in the country, and also
an effective legal redressal system so that it
attracts investments that generate employ-
ment. "The Indian judiciary is recognised for
giving paramount importance to the rule of

law. The Indian judiciary eternally guards
the constitutional rights in the world's largest
democracy. You can trust the Indian judici-
ary for its absolute independence and its
inherent constitutional strength to treat all
parties equally and equitably," he said.

Chief Justice Ramana said the constitu-
tional courts of India - the high courts and
the Supreme Court - have the power to judi-
cially review every act of the government.
"They can strike down any law that is not in
tune with the constitutional principles. They
can also set aside the arbitrary measures of
the executive," he said.

He said international arbitration has sev-
eral known advantages and it is in this spirit
that the Indian judiciary delivers justice, to
one and all, and the Indian courts do not dis-
criminate on the basis of country of origin,
and emphasised that all are equal before the
courts of law in India.

Chief Justice Ramana said: "For the past
two decades, India is following the path of
actively encouraging arbitration, mediation,
and other modes of alternative dispute reso-
lution. India adopted the UNCITRAL Model
Law while enacting the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act in 1996, to make the arbitral
process more efficient and to harmonise it
with the international practice and proce-
dure". He added that to keep up with the
changing global and economic scenario, the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act of 1996 was
amended in 2015, 2019, and 2021.

India courts support arbitration,
need to balance geography: CJI

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Delhi deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia on
Tuesday alleged that BJP

leaders are filing false complaints
and said there is no point in stop-
ping public work for one's own
political agenda.

"The Lieutenant Governor has
kept all laws and norms aside to
order ACB enquiry based on fake
complaints by BJP leaders. If the
LG wants to stop corruption,
instead of listening to the lies of
the BJP leaders, he should take
cognisance of the corruption in
the MCD, Police and DDA", said
Sisodia.

He was reacting over LG Vinai
Kumar Saxena reportedly for-
warding an old complaint by BJP
leader Manoj Tiwari regarding
hospitals for a probe by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau.

The deputy CM said, "In the

last few days, I read in the news-
papers that the BJP leaders are
trying to stall the construction of
government hospitals in Delhi by
filing frivolous complaints. The
Delhi LG has reopened an old
complaint filed by Manoj Tiwari
to be investigated by the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB). ur
party is an honest party full of
staunch Deshbhakts. We're not
afraid of any investigations. We
have faced such investigations
numerous times since we came to
power".

Sisodia said that they are free to
conduct hundreds of such investi-
gations in the future, but this is
being done to heckle the develop-
ment process by falsely framing
honest leaders and officials. This
is not a bona fide move but a dis-
graceful act, he added.

"It is a one-year-old complaint
which was considered by the then
Delhi LG Anil Baijal, who came to

a conclusion that it is a frivolous
complaint. He held that this com-
plaint was politically motivated
and they are habitual of resorting
to such cheap tactics", he said,
adding that the then LG did not
consider it worth a detailed inves-
tigation and now, the new LG has
reopened the investigation by
transferring it to the ACB. 

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari had com-
plained about the matter and had
alleged that Delhi government
had passed tenders worth Rs
1,216 crore for seven temporary
hospitals which was later raised
to Rs 1,256 crore.

Sisodia blasts Delhi LG for ordering
enquiry in old complaint

INDIAN COAST
GUARD RESCUES 15
SYRIAN MARINERS
OFF K'TAKA COAST

Bengaluru: Responding promptly to an
SOS call, the Indian Coast Guard rescued
15 crew members of a merchant ship that
had run aground off New Mangalore.

In a prompt and swift search and rescue
mission, the Indian Coast Guard saved the
lives of 15 Syrian nationals working on the
foreign flag ship MV Princess Miral, which
ran aground off New Mangalore on
Tuesday. The rescue mission was coordi-
nated by Indian Coast Guard ships 'Vikram'
and 'Amartya' braving the rough weather
condition. The crew of the grounded vessel
has abandoned the ship due to breech in
hull and ingress of water in holds. The ves-
sel was bound for Lebanon from Malaysia.

The successful operation reaffirms
Indian Coast Guard's capabilities as the
nodal agency for search and rescue opera-
tions in the Indian Ocean Region, a note
issued by the ICG stated.

Team Absolute|Kolkata

West Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Tuesday gave clear
indications that the bills to replace

the Governor with the Chief Minister as
Chancellor of different state universities, will
not get an easy nod from his end, even after
their passage by the Assembly.

"I will observe the contents of the bills
purely from the legal and constitutional
angle and I will take a decision on them as
per provisions of the law. The present state
administration has brought the Governor
and the Chief Minister on the same row. A
bill is being presented in the Assembly to
remove me as the Chancellor. I will study the
bill minutely. I will not be biased. I will have
to see whether the constitutional provisions
have been violated in the bill. If that hap-
pens, I will not give my consent to the bill,"
he said.

Although opposition leaders, education-
ists and members of the civil society had
been speaking against the decision to

replace the Governor with the Chief Minister
as the Chancellor of state universities, the
Governor himself had been silent so far. This
for the first time that he has expressed his
views on the bills.

The Governor also launched a scathing
attack against the Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment on the recent cases of irregularities
in teachers' recruitments at various levels.

Will decide on 'Chancellor' bills only

after studying them: Dhankhar

FLOOD SITUATION WORSENS
IN ASSAM, TOLL RISES TO 88
Guwahati|Agencies

The flood situation in Assam
worsened further on Tuesday
with the death of seven more

persons, taking the death toll to 88
while around 55.42 lakh people
having been affected in the states
32 of the 34 districts.

Along with the national and state
disaster response agencies, includ-
ing the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), the Army is also
working round-the-clock to provide
succour to the distressed people.

Officials of the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA) said the
seven deaths were reported from five dis-
tricts. According to the officials of ASDMA,
since April this year, 71 people have been
killed by the floods while 17 others lost their
lives in landslides.

Over 55,42,053 people, including
13,01,232 children from 5,577 villages, have

been affected by the floods.
In all, 862 relief camps and 825 relief dis-

tribution centres have been opened in all
the affected areas.

A total of 2,62,155 people are staying in
the relief camps while over 1,08,306
hectares of crops have been damaged.

The water in two rivers -- Brahmaputra
and Kopili -- is flowing above the danger
level in several places.

Team Absolute|Hyderabad

Health authorities in Telangana
on Tuesday issued a public
advisory after a surge in

Covid-19 cases in the state.
The Health Department has asked

people to follow Covid precautions
like wearing face mask and main-
taining social distance.

The state on Tuesday reported 403
cases, a big jump from 246 cases
recorded a day earlier. The state had
been recording 200-290 cases earlier.

This is the first time after February
2022 that the state has recorded
more than 400 daily cases.

According to the daily Covid status
bulletin issued by the Health
Department, 26,704 samples were
tested during the last 24 hours end-
ing 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday.

Greater Hyderabad reported maxi-

mum number of cases at 240, fol-
lowed by 103 in neighbouring
Rangareddy.

A total of 145 patients recovered
during the same period. The recov-

ery rate in the state stands at 99.19
per cent. As many as 2,375 cases are
under treatment or isolation.

In the advisory, the Health
Department said since the last 15

days, Covid cases are on slight rise in
India as well as in Telangana.

Children less than 10 years of age
and elders above 60 years have been
advised to avoid going outdoors
unless necessary. There is a higher
incidence of Covid in the age group
of 20 to 50 years, hence people are
requested to exercise due precaution
while going for work/essential activi-
ties, says the advisory.

"Everybody should wear a mask
when he/ she goes out of the house.
Facemasks are the first line of
defense against Covid-19," it added.

People have been advised to
maintain a distance of more than six
feet. "The work spaces are to be pro-
vided with soap and hand washing
facility/sanitizer. Adequate physical
distancing between employees
should be maintained," said the
advisory.

Telangana issues advisory
after surge in Covid cases

Yoga a way of life, says Modi after
inaugurating Yoga Day celebrations

Mysuru (Karnataka)|Agencies

Prime Minister Narendra Modi par-
ticipated along with thousands of
people in a Mass Yoga

Demonstration at the Mysore Palace

ground here on the occasion of 8th
International Day of Yoga (IDY) on
Tuesday, and said that 'Yoga has
become a way of life'.

Integrating the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav' with celebrations of 8th IDY,

Mass Yoga demonstrations are being
organised at 75 iconic locations across
the country under the leadership of 75
Union Ministers, along with the Yoga
Demonstration by the Prime Minister.
The Yoga demonstrations are also
being held by various educational,
social, political, cultural, religious, cor-
porate and other civil society organisa-
tions and will be attended by crores of
people across the country.

The Prime Minister's Yoga pro-
gramme at Mysuru is also part of the
novel programme 'Guardian Yoga
Ring', which is a collaborative exercise
between 79 countries and United
Nations organisations along with
Indian Missions abroad to illustrate
Yoga's unifying power that surpasses
National boundaries. Since 2015, the
International Day of Yoga (IDY) has
been celebrated worldwide on June 21
every year. The theme for this year's
Yoga day is "Yoga for Humanity". The
theme portrays how Yoga served
humanity in alleviating suffering during
the Covid Pandemic.

3 CRPF JAWANS KILLED
IN MAOISTS AMBUSH IN
ODISHA'S NUAPADA

Bhubaneswar: Three Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) jawans were killed during
an exchange of fire with Maoists in a remote
forested region in Patdhara of Nuapada dis-
trict on Tuesday, police officials said. The
jawans who sacrificed their lives include two
assistant sub-inspectors Sishupal Singh and
Shivpal, and constable Dharmendra Kumar
Singh. All three deceased were from other
states.

While Shishupal Singh belonged to Uttar
Pradesh, Shivlal hailed from Haryana and
constable Singh was from Bihar, the police
officials said.

According to the police, the three CRPF
jawans were part of a road opening party and
were in a transit from one camp to another.
Following the incident, Nuapada SP and sen-
ior officers of CRPF have reached the spot.
Combing operations have been intensified in
the area. More teams of Special Operations
Group (SOG) and CRPF have been pressed
into operation. Operations would continue till
the Maoists are flushed out, the police said.

SRINAGAR RECORDS LOWEST JUNE 
TEMPERATURE IN NEARLY HALF CENTURY

Srinagar|Agencies

Jammu and Kashmir's Srinagar
city on Tuesday recorded maxi-
mum of 15 degrees Celsius - the

coldest June temperature in nearly
a half century.A Met department
official said that Srinagar city's max-
imum temperature was the coldest
June day temperature since 1975.

"Tuesday's maximum tempera-
ture is 14.2 degrees below normal. A

temperature of 15 degrees Celsius is
very common in February in
Srinagar," the official said.

Higher reaches in J&K and
Ladakh have received fresh snowfall
during the last 3 days. Chilly wind
blowing into the Valley from snow-
clad mountains has pushed the
temperature down in the hinter-
land.Weather office has forecast
improvement from Wednesday
afternoon onwards.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
announced to set up a Yoga Commission
in the state at a state level programme on

the 8th International Day of Yoga held under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Chouhan said that yoga training would be
imparted in the schools of the state to make
yoga an integral part of life for which Yoga
teachers will also be recruited. Necessary
arrangements will also be established so that
people can practice simple yoga regularly at
home. The cooperation of Yoga seekers will be
taken from organizations like International Yoga
Institute, Patanjali Yoga Sansthan, Isha Yoga
Foundation and Art of Living. Chief Minister
Chouhan called upon all the people of the state
to practice yoga daily. Chouhan was addressing
a state level programme at his residence on the
8th International Day of Yoga.

Prime Minister Modi, addressed the
International Yoga Day programme on the
theme of 'Yoga for Humanity' from Mysore
Palace, Karnataka. He said that yoga energy will
give direction to world health. Yoga, derived

from the tradition of
Indian culture and
spirituality, is today
becoming the basis of
global cooperation.
This will prove to be a
means of keeping the
human body healthy.
International Yoga
Day is a symbol of
human vitality after
the whole world has
faced such a huge
Corona pandemic.
Modi said that Yoga is a source of peace for all of
us. It is the medium of individual peace, peace
for society, peace for nations and peace for the
universe. Yoga paves the way for solution to all
problems.

Modi said that the country is celebrating the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. Today, in the 75th
year of independence, Yoga programmes which
are to be organized simultaneously at 75 histori-
cal places of the country will create cultural
energy and consciousness. People from different
countries of the world are joining yoga with sun-
rise and the movement of the Sun. A large num-
ber of people are practicing yoga with the first
rays of the sun in different countries. In this way
a ring of yoga is being formed around the whole
earth. This is the 'Cardinal Ring of Yoga.' These
efforts are giving a wonderful inspiration to the
whole world to balance health. Yoga is now
becoming the 'Way of Life.'

Modi said that Yoga increases our efficiency. It
is necessary that we do not take yoga as an addi-

tional work. We
must adopt it as an
integral part of life,
it will make yoga a
means to celebrate
health, happiness
and peace. Prime
Minister said that
youth are joining
with new ideas in
the field of Yoga.
Modi also informed
about the Startup
Challenge,

Innovative Digital Exhibition and other innova-
tions started by the Union Ministry of AYUSH.

Chief Minister Chouhan said that Yoga is the
most powerful way to stay healthy. One who is
not physically fit, cannot achieve Atma-
Parmatma. Yoga increases the ability to work
and the tendency to work hard. Prime Minister
Modi, Baba Ramdev and Sadhguru Jaggi
Vasudev are living examples. They practice yoga
daily and are constantly active for the welfare of
mankind. Giving his own example, Chouhan
said that he had suffered eight fractures in an
accident in the year 1998. The practice of yoga
and pranayama gave him health benefits and
even today he is able to work continuously for 18
hours without any problem and fatigue. This is
the result of practicing yoga daily.Chouhan said
that according to our physical condition and
requirement, we must practice 40 to 45 minutes
of yoga every day by making a list of yoga asanas.
It was only as a result of continuous yoga and
pranayama that Corona could not affect him

much. He practices yoga, pranayama, medita-
tion, feed cow with chapati and plants three
saplings every day. This gives him the required
energy, joy and positivity. While exhorting every-
one to plant trees, Chouhan said that only by
planting trees, we will be able to save the earth
from the risks of climate change and global
warming.

Referring to the eight rules of yoga, Chief
Minister appealed to the students to maintain a
regular routine, healthy diet and good conduct
and behavior. Chouhan said that junk food is
injurious to health. We have to adopt the habit of
taking a balanced diet, eating little less than
hunger, taking food according to the season and
taking balanced and satvik diet which is benefi-
cial for the body. It is the basis of a happy and
healthy life. He said that we consume food only
for to be capable of doing our tasks and be suc-
cessful in achieving our goals. Chief Minister said
that Yoga is a combination of body, mind, intel-
lect and faith. Yoga connects the soul with the
divine. Pranayama is the process of breathing
through which we can control our breath and
make it more useful for the body. The Yoga Se
Nirog programme started in the second wave of
Corona has proved to be helpful in the treatment
of Corona. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan said that
discipline and determination are necessary for
practicing yoga every day. Often the mind is lazy
and we are not able to maintain the continuity of
yoga. We have to be aware of this and continue
practicing yoga and pranayama. This will give us
a healthy body, sharp intellect, positivity and
energy and we will be able to contribute in build-
ing an Atmanirbhar Madhya Pradesh.

Yoga energy will give direction to world health: PM Modi
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
given instructions to

speed up the ongoing works
under Jal Jeevan Mission.
Chouhan said that it is the
commitment of the state
government to supply tap
water to every household of
the state. Delay in work will
not be tolerated in this tech-
nological age. To ensure that
completion of work within
the stipulated time, work
should be allotted to the

agencies concerned as per
their capacity and the
progress of the work should
be continuously monitored
by the officers. Adequate
technical staff will be made
available to complete the
activities conducted in Jal
Jeevan Mission in time-limit.
Chief Minister has said that
quality should not be com-
promised under any circum-
stances.

Chouhan was addressing
the review meeting of Jal
Jeevan Mission at the resi-
dence office. Minister of

State for Public Health
Engineering Brijendra Singh
Yadav, Chief Secretary Iqbal
Singh Bains, Additional
Chief Secretary Public
Health Engineering Malay
Shrivastava, Principal
Secretary Finance Manoj
Govil and other departmen-
tal officers were present.

Chouhan said that special
efforts should be made in
Jalabhishek Abhiyan to
enrich water sources where
they are weak in Jal Jeevan
Mission. Also, arrangements
should be made to measure
work through digital entry
and electronically.

It was informed that activ-
ities of Jal Jeevan Mission are
to be covered in 51 thousand
585 villages of the state, out
of which approvals have
been issued for 39 thousand
565 villages. Chief Minister
Chouhan also directed to
submit month-wise infor-
mation about the progress
and possible date of comple-
tion of water supply
schemes.

WORK OF JAL JEEVAN MISSION SHOULD BE
COMPLETED WITHIN THE TIME-LIMIT: CM
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The Madhya Pradesh
Public Service
Commission (MPPSC) on

Monday blacklisted two experts
and ordered an inquiry over a
question in a state civil services
preliminary exam paper on
whether Kashmir should be
handed over to Pakistan to save
India "a lot of money." The
paper went viral on social
media on Sunday and pro-
voked outrage.

The answer key said the sec-
ond-choice that the region
should not be handed over
because it will encourage
secession is right. HT has seen
a copy of the question paper.

Opposition Congress leader
Ajay Yadav hit out at the gov-
ernment saying both choices
were objectionable. He said
even thinking about handing
over Kashmir to Pakistan is
objectionable. Yadav demand-

ed action against those
involved in finalising the paper.
"Kashmir is India's pride. It is
highly objectionable to even
think that it [handing over
Kashmir to Pakistan] can save
money. Even, the correct
answer is objectionable... it
should not be about stopping
similar demands [for secession]
..." The Congress also demand-
ed that a case be registered in
the matter.

An examinee, who did not
wish to be named, said the
answer was obvious. "But we
did not understand the reason
behind asking this question."

MPPSC media coordinator
Ravindra Panchbai cited norms
and said the commission can-
not disclose the names of
experts. "...the two experts have
been blacklisted for life. The
MPPSC also wrote to other
commissions and higher edu-
cation departments asking
them to blacklist them too. We

have also informed the institu-
tions where they are working to
take action." Panchbai said an
inquiry has been ordered to
probe why the scrutiny com-
mittee allowed the question.
He added MPPSC has nothing
to do with the paper and the
question. "A committee of
experts finalises the question
paper after subject experts sub-
mit the questions. To maintain
confidentiality, MPPSC receives
a sealed envelope of the exami-
nation papers and they go
directly for printing. No officer
of MPPSC is allowed to see a
paper before the examination."
He added when they came to
know about the paper, they
took cognisance and cancelled
the question.

State home minister
Narottam Mishra called the
question highly objectionable.
"MPPSC took cognisance in the
matter and blacklisted the
experts..."

MPPSC  exam paper sparks
row over Kashmir question

The multiple-choice question asked whether Kashmir should be
handed over to Pakistan as it will save India a lot of money

CM PLANTS PEEPAL, KADAMBA
AND BADAM SAPLINGS

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted saplings in Smart City Garden along with
Member of Parliament Rodmal Nagar and MLA
Shishupal Yadav. Archie Agarwal, Samarth
Amarnani, Sanidhya Jain, Kunal Chaturvedi and
Diya Shrotia of Dantesh Bowl Charity Sanstha also
participated in the plantation. Peepal, Kadamba
and Badam (almond) saplings were planted today.

The organisation is working for the care and
nutrition of animals after the lockdown of the
Covid-19 epidemic. The organisation conducts pro-
grammes to inculcate a feeling of love and compas-
sion for animals in children. Peepal tree purifies the
environment. It also has religious and Ayurvedic
significance. Kadamba tree is found everywhere in
India. It is full of medicinal properties.
Consumption of almonds is considered useful in
high blood pressure, constipation disease and heart
ailment. It abounds in potassium, magnesium, cal-
cium and vitamin E.
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Jail and Home Minister
Narottam Mishra per-
formed yoga with the pris-

oners at the Central Jail in
Bhopal on International Yoga
Day. He expressed his grati-
tude to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for making
Yoga a part of Indian culture
at the global level. Mishra
congratulated and extended
best wishes to everyone on
International Yoga Day. He
said that yoga is the art of liv-
ing a better life.

Mishra performed Yoga
with Director General of Jail
Arvind Kumar, Additional
Director General of Police
ADG Ashok Awasthi, District
and Sessions Judge SPS
Bundela, DIG Jail Sanjay
Pandey and MR Patel,
Additional Superintendent of

Police Arvind Dubey, Jail
Superintendent Dinesh
Nargave along with about 150
prisoners at the Sanskritik
Bhavan of Bhopal Central
Jail. Around 4000 prisoners
performed yoga at different
places in Central Jail Bhopal
on International Yoga Day.
Mishra along along with all
those present listened on-
screen to Prime Minister

Modi's message on
International Yoga Day.

Mishra said that on the call
of Modi, we have to popu-
larise Yoga on a large scale.
He said that yoga is not just a
part of our lives but has
become a way of life. Yoga
not only keeps us healthy,
but also teaches us the art of
living a better life.

Yoga is an art to lead
a better life: Mishra

CM PAYS TRIBUTE TO KB HEDGEWAR
ON HIS DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
paid homage to the founder of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh Keshav Baliram Hedgewar
on his death anniversary. Chouhan garlanded his
portrait in the auditorium at his residence office.
Hedgewar was of revolutionary nature since child-
hood, he hated the British rulers. Hedgewar
founded the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh on
Vijayadashami in 1925. Dr. Hedgewar was of the
opinion that we became unorganised and weak
due to the discrimination based on caste, creed
and untouchability. As a result, we had to lose at
the hands of a handful of robbers. We had to bear
the curse of slavery. Along with strengthening the
nation, making the society organised, disciplined
and powerful was his top priority. He passed away
on June 21, 1940 in Nagpur.
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Consulate General of Canada Diedrah Kelly
called on Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan at Mantralaya on Monday.

Chouhan welcomed Kelly and presented her a
replica of Sanchi Stupa.

Chouhan said that the ties between India and
Canada are very old and there is mutual coopera-
tion of both the countries in the field of industry.
Chouhan said that under the able leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the relations
between India and Canada and two-way coopera-
tion have expanded, Madhya Pradesh will increase
its participation. Efforts will be made to work jointly

not only in trade, commerce and trade sectors but
also in other areas.

Chief Minister  said that Madhya Pradesh has
made progress in the field of natural agriculture.
Organic products are being promoted. Along with
this, food processing units are also being estab-
lished. There can also be good investment in auto-
mobile, defense, aerospace and pharma sector
between Madhya Pradesh and Canada.  Chouhan
said that Canada can also cooperate better in skill
development and smart city development. Among
the possibilities of cooperation between Canada
and Madhya Pradesh, the strategy of providing
marketing opportunities in Canada to the products
of 'Ek Zila-Ek Utpad' is also being considered.
Chouhan described this visit of  Kelly as a help in
realizing the possibilities of growth in trade with
Canada. Regarding new investment in Madhya
Pradesh, the framework of a separate meeting with
Canadian investors is being discussed. Apart from
this, Chouhan's visit to Canada for a road show is
also proposed prior to the forthcoming Global
Investors Summit in Madhya Pradesh.

Kelly told Chief Minister  that various Canadian
companies are willing to work in Madhya Pradesh.
Canada has recently entered into some trade agree-
ments with Asian countries. Such contracts will be
extended in India also.

energy sectors.

MP will play an important role in the development of
two-way trade relations between Canada and India: CM 
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The State Government
has constituted a State
Level High Powered

Committee under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Secretary to conduct the
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Urban) -2.0.

The committee will have
Principal Secretaries of
Urban Development and
Housing, Public Health and
Engineering, Finance and
Environment Departments,
Chairman State Pollution

Control Board, representa-
tive of Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs
Government of India,
Mission Director of SBM-
Rural at the state level as
members. Director, State
Mission Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban) will be the
Member Secretary.

The entire annual action
plan of the state will be
approved by the committee
to achieve the mission
goals. The committee will
make plan and review the
targets and implementation

activities from time to time.
It will take action for clean-
liness and waste manage-
ment in urban and rural
areas. It will work to estab-
lish inter-departmental
coordination to achieve the
objective. Planning of finan-
cial flows in the short,
medium and long term and
planning for mobilisation of
additional resources, moni-
toring of the funds released
in the scheme from time to
time and review of audit
reports will be done.

STATE LEVEL HIGH POWERED COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

International Yoga Day was cele-
brated by SBI with gusto and
enthusiasm. It was Organized in

the Local Head Office on Yoga Day
with the participation of staff. 

Addressing the staff on this occa-
sion, Chief General Manager of SBI
Binod Kumar Mishra said that the
changing lifestyle, irregular eating
habits and increasing pollution, our
health is getting affected, which has a
negative impact on our efficiency. In
this era of Covid epidemic, it has
become clear that to increase our
immunity, we have to make proper

diet and YOGA a part of our daily life. 
On this International YOGA Day,

State Bank of India Ladies Club also
performed Yoga at 11.00 am, in
which Ladies club President Asha
Mishra addressed and urged all the
participants to participate with fervor
and enthusiasm. Yoga specialist
Varsha Vishwakarma said YOGA
should not be a one-day affair but
should be an essential part of our
lifestyle.This "YOGA Day" pro-
gramme was celebrated in all the
main cities of SBI Bhopal Circle with
great enthusiasm and fervor, special-
ly at the Indore and Bilaspur
Administrative Office.

SBI celebrated 8th International Yoga Day 

YOGA PRACTISED ON THE
BANKS OF AMRIT SAROVARS
ON INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

Bhopal: On the occasion of International
Yoga Day, villagers practised yoga with great
enthusiasm on the banks of Amrit Sarovars
under construction. Under the Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence, more than 5000
Amrit Sarovars are being constructed in
Madhya Pradesh.

A large number of villagers collectively
performed yoga and did Pranayam on the
banks of Amrit Sarovars Atalpur, Golkot and
Nayakheda district Shivpuri, Sohagpur dis-
trict Shahdol, Balkhar district Khargone,
Chikanya district Mandsaur, Patha district
Narsinghpur besides in village panchayats of
Narmadapuram, Guna and various other
districts.

Members of self-help groups formed by
MP State Rural Livelihood Mission and
MGNREGA workers in villages of Jali Kheda
and Khapa in Narmadapuram and other dis-
tricts practised yoga at Amrit Sarovar work
sites. In the courtyard of Kakan Math, a
world famous tourist destination of Morena,
women of self-help groups performed group
yoga. The target is to construct 5320 Amrit
Sarovars in the state during the Amrit
Mahotsav year of independence. 4540 sites
have been identified in the state for Amrit
Sarovars, out of which work is in progress at
4320 places. Amrit Sarovars will irrigate
about one and half lakh acres of land in the
state and there will be a total water augmen-
tation of 6 crore cubic meters. More than one
and half lakh families will be directly benefit-
ted by the construction of Amrit Sarovars
and 12 lakh man-days will be created.

Yoga Commission will be constituted in Madhya Pradesh: CM Chouhan
Necessary arrangements will be
made to motivate for Yoga at
home along with yoga training in
schools
8th International Yoga Day cele-
brated under PM Modi's leader-
ship



Recent events in Ukraine and
Taiwan are once again testing the
Russia-China ties, as neither has
commented upon or shown sup-
port to each others actions in dif-

ferent theatres of action.
Two time-tested allies, though differing

ideologically at present but firmly rooted in
the same political ideology roots and having
faced several crises together, supporting each
other at regional and international level
through political brinkmanship are facing a
new stress. Though each of them deny pub-
licly of supporting each other, yet no one can
discount the secret deals which help further
cement their ties.

To boost the bilateral ties and trade, a new
cross-border bridge between Russia and
China was inaugurated on June 10 in the Far
East in a bid to further boost bilateral trade
between traditional Communist friends,
besides countering rising US-led sanctions
over Taiwan and Ukraine.

Kremlin's representative in the Russian Far
East, Yuri Trutnev, described the bridge as
carrying a special symbolic meaning in
today's divided world. While Russia's
Transport Minister Vitaly Savelyev said that
the bridge would help increase bilateral
annual trade between the two countries to
more than 1 million tons of goods.

Russian authorities claim that the bridge
would bring Moscow and Beijing closer
together by expanding trade. China's Vice
Premier Hu Chunhua also welcomed the
development, saying that Beijing seeks to
deepen practical cooperation with Russia in
all areas. 

Russia announced in April it expected
commodity flows with China to surge, and
trade with Beijing to reach $200 billion by
2024. China is a major purchaser of Russian
natural resources and agricultural products.

The development comes amid Western
criticism of Beijing's refusal to condemn
Moscow's military operations in Ukraine
while also censuring US-led sanctions
against Russia and acting arrogantly against
Taiwan.

China-US Ties
It seems as if Chinese tensions with the US

are taking a turn for the worse. On June 10,
Chinese and US defence ministers held a
tense meeting, clashing over Taiwan.

Addressing the Shangri-La Dialogue in

Singapore, US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin asserted that Washington would do its
part to manage tensions with China and pre-
vent conflict.

US President Joe Biden declared last
month that his country would get involved
militarily should China attack Taiwan,
although his administration has since
claimed that American policy on the issue
has not changed.

On his part Chinese Defence Minister Wei
Fenghe warned Austin that Beijing will "not
hesitate to start a war" if Taiwan declares
independence. The Chinese minister vowed
that Beijing would "smash to smithereens
any 'Taiwan independence' plot and res-
olutely uphold the unification of the mother-
land", and also "stressed that Taiwan is
China's Taiwan... Using Taiwan to contain
China will never prevail".

Russia-China Ties
The new bridge further underlies the

growing strengthening of relations between
China and Russia, albeit with some reserva-
tions from both sides. So far, China has not
given any public expression of support for
Putin's 'special military operation'. Xi himself
has subsequently stated that China is 'com-
mitted to respecting the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all countries'. Though
Russia has asked for military aid from China
but no response has been forthcoming at
least publicly, so far.

Neither does it seem that China wants to
risk being involved in trade wars with the
West. Chinese companies, particularly those

established in the US, appear to be equally
circumspect about breaking US sanctions.

Putin's war in Ukraine has highlighted the
resilience and also the limitations of Sino-
Russian partnership. Far from being an "arc
of autocracy", this could be described as an
interests-based relationship between strate-
gically autonomous powers. Also more
rhetorical than time and action tested.

Foreign policy coordination between
China and Russia is limited by their different
views of global order. Beijing wants a stable
international system, skewed in its favour,
whereas Moscow thrives on disorder and
uncertainty.

Xi Jinping aims to preserve the Sino-
Russian partnership while maintaining ties
with the West. But Beijing's balancing act will
become harder to sustain as the war contin-
ues. The balance of power within the bilater-
al relationship has tilted sharply towards
Beijing. Russia is more reliant on China than
ever. The long-term outlook for the relation-
ship is unpromising.

At their Beijing summit in February 2022,
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin proclaimed a
"friendship without limits". Yet Putin's inva-
sion of Ukraine, and the Chinese response to
it, has exposed the limitations of the Sino-
Russian partnership. Far from being an "axis
of authoritarians", as described by western
observers, this is a traditional great power
relationship centred in strategic calculus.
Chinese and Russian interests
diverge in key respects, and
the war has highlighted con-
trasting visions of global order

and disorder.
Xi Jinping has attempted to chart a "neu-

tral" course that maintains the partnership
with Russia but protects China's global inter-
ests. This balancing act might become harder
to sustain if the Ukraine war drags on. Both
sides value the partnership as too important
to fail. But over time, its strength may erode.
As both pursue different global ambitions,
the cohesions may become fewer. The rela-
tionship will become increasingly unequal
and dysfunctional, and would be defined
principally by its constraints.

China's regional ambitions
Meanwhile, Central Asia has become of

increasing strategic importance to China as a
result of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which
has pinched direct supply chain routes
between China and the EU. It is just like how
Russia views Ukraine and other former Soviet
republics in its immediate neighbourhood.

China has invested much in C+C5 alliance,
supported by the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation in terms of security and trade.
The trade aspect also includes the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), which includes
Russia as well as C+C5 members Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan, while Uzbekistan is an
observer nation and expected to join the
block soon. Interestingly, China has a Free
Trade Agreement with the EAEU but has not
yet agreed tariff reductions. When it does,
regional China-Central Asian trade will
increase significantly.

While at its core is the issue of
Afghanistan, the C+C5 is intent on becoming
an institutionalised regional voice. While the
C5 already have their own dialogue arrange-
ments with Russia, which also includes infra-
structure developments and trade, the China
format allows them some ability to compare
as well as cooperate. Given the issues
between Russia and the European Union
right now, winners will be China and the C5
states.

Thus, though for the time being China will
continue to support Russia, and may not
give-up the ideological common ground mil-
itarily but economic factors may impel it to
overlook Russian interests in certain matters,
as it continues to consolidate its global power
and also in the central Asian region guided
by its economic goals.
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A
bout four crore Indians suffered long
Covid symptoms during the last two
years of pandemic, according to a

study, not peer-reviewed yet. Long Covid is
defined as having new or ongoing symptoms
four weeks or more after the start of disease.
Symptoms include fatigue, shortness of
breath, loss of concentration and joint pain.
The symptoms can adversely affect day-to-
day activities, and in some cases can be
severely limiting. Three major symptom
clusters of long Covid -- fatigue, cognitive
problems, and shortness of breath. They
pooled data from more than 44 global stud-
ies and medical record databases and also
from the Global Burden of Diseases (GBD)
study, from 204 countries. The findings, post-
ed on a preprint site, showed that globally, in
2020 and 2021, 144.7 million people suffered
from at least one of the three symptoms.
Respiratory symptoms like cough, wheezing
and shortness of breath were the highest and
experienced by 60.4 per cent people. More
than 50 per cent suffered from fatigue -- hav-
ing body pain, being tired always and get-
ting easily upset. Cognitive problems like loss
in memory, confusion, feeling disoriented
were experienced by 35.4 per cent people.
Those with milder acute Covid-19 cases had
a quicker estimated recovery 3.99 months
than those admitted for the acute infection
8.84 months. At 12 months, 15.1 per cent
continued to experience long Covid symp-
toms. The risk of long Covid was found to be
greater among females between 20 and 29
years and in those with more severe initial
infection. Further, the researchers also found
that long Covid also affected "a lower but
substantial number of children", while
severe acute infection has been very uncom-
mon at younger ages. These differences sug-
gest that the underlying mechanism of long
Covid may be different from that of the sever-
ity of acute infection, the researchers said.

LLoonngg  CCoovviidd  aaffffeecctteedd
bbuullkk  ooff  IInnddiiaannss
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Asad Mirza

Russia-China ties under stress? 
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Moscow's retaliation to
Lithuania's transport
"blockade" of

Russia's Kaliningrad Region
will seriously affect
Lithuanian citizens, Nikolay
Patrushev, the head of
Russia's Security Council, has
said."Of course, Russia will
respond to hostile actions.

Appropriate measures are in
the works, and will be adopt-
ed in the near future,"
Patrushev told reporters dur-
ing a trip to Kaliningrad on
Tuesday, RT reported.

He added that the conse-
quences of Moscow's
response will "have a serious
negative impact on the peo-
ple of Lithuania."

Kaliningrad Region is a
small Russian exclave sand-
wiched between Poland and
Lithuania. On Saturday,
Lithuania's national railway
operator banned the flow of
sanctioned goods between
the region and the rest of
Russia, citing instructions
from the European
Commission. Moscow
slammed the move as illegal
under international law and
summoned the Lithuanian

ambassador. On Tuesday, the
Foreign Ministry summoned
the EU's envoy to Russia,
Markus Ederer. "We demand-
ed that the normal function-
ing of the Kaliningrad transit
is restored immediately," the
ministry said in a statement,
RT reported.

Many countries, including
EU members, imposed
sweeping sanctions on
Moscow in response to
Russia's military campaign in
Ukraine, which was launched
in late February.

Josep Borrell, the EU's top
diplomat, defended Vilnius
on Monday, saying it was act-
ing in accordance with the
bloc's sanctions mechanism.
"Lithuania is not guilty, it is
not implementing national
sanctions," he told reporters,
RT reported.

RUSSIA THREATENS LITHUANIA
WITH SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES

Moscow's retalia-
tion to Lithuania's
transport "blockade"
of Russia's
Kaliningrad Region
will seriously affect
Lithuanian citizens,
Nikolay Patrushev,
the head of Russia's
Security Council, has
said.

BALOCH VOICE ASSOCIATION
PROTESTS IN FRONT OF UN TO
HIGHLIGHT PAK ATROCITIES

Geneva:The Baloch Voice
Association organised an exhi-
bition cum demonstration in
front of the UN Office in
Geneva to highlight Pakistani
atrocities.

The Baloch Voice
Association organised a poster
exhibition cum demonstration
at Broken Chair on Monday to
highlight atrocious being com-
mitted by the Pakistan estab-
lishment in terms of enforced
disappearances and the all-
round adverse impact of the
Chinese executed and financed
CPEC projects.

The event which started on
Monday will continue till
Wednesday.

It will culminate with a
memorandum being handed
over to the Human Rights
Council and various diplomatic
Missions.

Peshawar|Agencies

Pakistan's Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) has warned
of an assassination threat

against former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, a media report said on
Tuesday.

The threat alert issued by CTD's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa wing stated
that "terrorists are planning to assas-
sinate Imran Khan, for which they
have sought assistance from an
assassin in Afghanistan", Geo News
quoted the Daily Jang report as say-
ing.

According to Daily Jang, the text of
the threat alert has been shared with
various forums, according to which
an Afghan assassin has been given
the responsibility to target the for-
mer premier.

However, the said assassin handed
over the responsibility to others.

The CTD has directed all con-
cerned agencies to take all possible
measures for the security of the for-
mer prime minister in the wake of
the threat alert, Geo News reported.

Meanwhile, a senior police official

from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa con-
firmed that the CTD issued the alert
on June 18.However, there were
orders to keep the threat a secret and
prevent it from being leaked on
social media, he said. PTI leaders
have recently expressed concerns
about the threat to Khan's life and
have claimed that a target killer has
been hired to assassinate him.

PTI leader Fayazul Hassan Chohan
had tweeted that "some people" have
tasked a terrorist with assassinating
the party Chairman.

"I have details that some people
have ordered a terrorist named
'Cochi' in Afghanistan to assassinate
PTI Chairman Imran Khan," he
claimed.

Later, a party worker claimed that
"the assassin has even acquired a
residence in Islamabad or
Rawalpindi."

Afghan assassin given responsibility
to target Imran: Report

TUNISIAN PREZ
RECEIVES DRAFT OF
NEW CONSTITUTION

Tunis:Tunisian President
Kais Saied has received the
draft of a new constitution.

The draft was submitted
on Monday by Sadok
Belaid, head and coordina-
tor of the High National
Advisory Committee for the
New Republic, Xinhua
news agency. After valida-
tion by the President, it will
be published in the Official
Journal of the Tunisian
Republic.

Saied declared in
December last year that a
constitutional referendum
will be held in 2022 for a
"new republic", and later
set the voting date for July
25, the country's Republic
Day.

Bogota|Agencies

Colombia's National
Liberation Army
(ELN) guerrilla group

has announced its willing-
ness to resume peace talks
with the incoming govern-
ment of Gustavo Petro, a for-
mer leftist rebel who won
the presidential runoff for
the 2022-2026 term.

"This (incoming) govern-
ment must address the
changes for a peaceful

Colombia, among the most
urgent are political and eco-
nomic inclusion, a sovereign
economy with no ransack-
ing, and a new security and
human rights doctrine,"
Xinhua news agency quoted
the group as saying in a
statement.

"If the elected president
takes office on Aug. 7 to
make the changes that will
put us on the path to defeat
cronyism and take the vio-
lence out of politics,
advance social inclusion
plans that address jobs and
initiatives for the majority,
an agrarian reform plan and
a new model to fight drugs,
and provides continuity to
the peace process, Colombia
will have a government sup-
ported by the popular
movement," the statement
added.

Peace talks between the
government and the ELN
began in 2017 during the
administration of former
President Juan Manuel
Santos, but were suspended
in January 2019.

Colombian guerrillas willing to
resume peace talks with new govt

Colombia's National
Liberation Army
(ELN) guerrilla
group has
announced its will-
ingness to resume
peace talks with the
incoming govern-
ment of Gustavo
Petro, a former left-
ist rebel who won
the presidential
runoff for the 2022-
2026 term.

Houston|Agencies

Nearly 5,000 delegates attending the 2022
Texas Republican Convention have over-
whelmingly passed a resolution rejecting the

results of the 2020 US presidential election, accord-
ing to an official statement.

The statement posted late Monday night on the
Republican Party of Texas' website citing the reso-
lution, said: "We believe that the 2020 election vio-
lated Article 1 and 2 of the US Constitution, that
various secretaries of state illegally circumvented
their state legislatures in conducting their elections
in multiple ways, including by allowing ballots to be
received after November 3, 2020.

"We believe that substantial election fraud in key
metropolitan areas significantly affected the results
in five key states in favour of Joseph Robinette
Biden Jr.

"We reject the certified results of the 2020 presi-
dential election, and we hold that acting President
Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. was not legitimately
elected by the people of the US.

"We strongly urge all Republicans to work to
ensure election integrity and to show up to vote in
November of 2022, bring your friends and family,
volunteer for your local Republicans, and over-
whelm any possible fraud."

Matt Rinaldi, Chairman of the Republican Party
of Texas, said that members of party in the 'Lone
Star's state "rightly have no faith in the 2020 elec-
tion results and we don't care how many times the
elites tell us we have to".

"The Texas Republican Party is raising record

funds for election integrity, and we've made elec-
tion integrity a top priority to ensure Texas never
goes the way of Pennsylvania, Georgia, or Arizona.
We refuse to let Democrats rig the elections in 2022
or 2024."

Meanwhile, the newly adopted Texas
Republicans' 2022 platform, outlined in a 40-page
document, also called on the US to leave the UN.

"The UN is a detriment to the sovereignty of the
US and other countries; because of this we support
our withdrawal from the current Un," the platform
announced.

"Texas retains the right to secede from the US,

and the Texas Legislature should be called upon to
pass a referendum consistent thereto," the docu-
ment continued, accusing the federal government
of impairing the state's right of self-government.

The Republicans in the second largest US state,
where the third worst mass school shooting in his-
tory took place just weeks ago, also asserted that
"all gun control is a violation of the Second
Amendment and our God given rights", rejecting a
new bipartisan gun proposal in the Capitol.

The platform also called for enacting "legislation
to abolish abortion by immediately securing the
right to life and equal protection of the laws to all
preborn children from the moment of fertiliza-
tion".e with Democrats who have a different and
incompatible vision for our future," said Rinaldi.
"We need to be a bold and unapologetic conserva-
tive party." Measures adopted by the party's plat-
form at the convention are not set laws, rather they
act as a "mission statement" of sorts for the party
over the next two years, said a report from local
newspaper The Houston Chronicle, adding that
Texas can't legally secede from the US in a fact
check.The development comes as a Senate panel is
currently investigating the January 6, 2021 Capitol
riot staged by thousands of Trump supporters in
the wake of the election results.

The riot, the worst attack on the US Congress in
more than 200 years, took place during a joint ses-
sion of Congress in the process of affirming the
election result.

Five deaths have been linked by authorities to
the mayhem.

Texas Republicans reject results of 2020 US prez election
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Following the fractured verdict in
the October 2019 Maharashtra
Assembly elections, both the

ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi and
Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
have been grappling with the 'num-
bers game' to secure their respective
positions for the past 30 months.

In the 288-member Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly, the mid-way
mark is 144, while the current
strength is 287 as one Shiv Sena MLA
Ramesh Latke of Mumbai, passed
away recently.

Besides the MVA-BJP, there is a sig-
nificant 29-strong group of MLAs
who are independents or from small-

er parties who have become impor-
tant for both the ruling and opposi-
tion side.

The MVA strength is: Shiv Sena
(55), NCP (53) and Congress (44),
and with the support of smaller par-
ties and independents, the ruling
alliance commands around 169 legis-
lators.

The BJP has 106, plus the support
of smaller parties and independents
giving a strength of around 114.

The rest five are unattached to
either group ostensibly to keep their
'political bargaining power' ever-
green, as was witnessed in this
months' biennial elections to both
Rajya Sabha and Maharashtra
Legislative Council.

In the ongoing crisis that has
gripped the state, Shiv Sena's senior
Minister Eknath Shinde has pitched
tent in Surat, Gujarat -- ruled by the
BJP -- and the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Shinde has reportedly gone away
with an estimated dozen to two
dozen legislators, which has posed a
question mark on the MVA's very
survival, though the Sena moved
quickly to open up back-channel
communication with a majority of
the potential disgruntled rebels.

Given the BJP's past track record of
toppling governments in Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and other states
earlier, the sudden yet un-declared

'Operation Lotus' has pushed the
MVA government on the brink.

Battling the Shinde conflagration
on one side, the MVA allies have also
tried to herd and secure their respec-
tive legislators besides their support-
ing smaller parties and independ-
ents. The MVA allies have kept a
brave face and maintained that
there's no immediate threat to the
government, as indicated by Sena's
Sanjay Raut and Congress' Prithviraj
Chavan, Ashok Chavan and others.

Meanwhile, Shinde is likely to visit
Ahmedabad later this evening to
meet BJP President JP Nadda, Amit
Shah, while Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis is also going
there.

MAHA TUSSLE: MVA, BJP COUNTING
ON THE MAGIC 'POWER' OF NUMBERS
Following the fractured verdict in the October 2019 Maharashtra Assembly
elections, both the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi and Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party have been grappling with the 'numbers game' to secure
their respective positions for the past 30 months.

Gandhinagar|Agencies

The Bharatiya Janata
Party is all set to fly its
106 Maharashtra MLAs

to Gujarat on a chartered
flight, as the party fears
poaching by the Shiv Sena.
Meanwhile, in the evening
another seven Shiv Sena
MLAs landed in Surat. They
were flown from Delhi to
Surat.

Party sources say that
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP president J P
Nadda will be flying to
Ahmedabad. Sources also
said that former Maharashtra
Chief Minister and BJP leader
Devendra Fadanvis will have
a meeting with Shiv Sena
leader Eknath Shinde after
landing in Surat. After that
both will fly to Ahmedabad,
where they will discuss future
plans with senior leaders.

The BJP wants to ensure
that not a single BJP MLA
switches sides. So it is flying
all its 106 MLAs to Gujarat, to
be housed in a resort near

Ahmedabad.
Sources said once the

meeting of Eknath Shinde
with senior BJP leaders is
over, he will submit his resig-
nation as minister in the
Uddhav Thackeray cabinet to
the governor. The entire
operation started post the
MLC elections. In two batch-
es 25 Shiv Sena MLAs
reached Surat early Tuesday
morning, while a third group
reached Surat in a flight on
Tuesday evening.

In the morning
Maharashtra's Shiv Sena
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray had decided to
depute two senior leaders to
Surat. Ravindra Phatak,
Narendra Bhondekar, Shiv
Sena MLAs reached the Le
Meridien hotel and another
leader Milind Narvekar also
reached Surat. They will meet
Eknath Shinde and other
MLAs at the Le Meridien
hotel and try to know their
grievances and if required
will arrange a telephonic talk
with Uddhav Thackeray.

Fearing poaching by Shiv Sena, BJP
flying its Maha MLAs to Gujarat
THE BHARATIYA

JANATA PARTY
IS ALL SET TO
FLY ITS 106
MAHARASHTRA
MLAS TO
GUJARAT ON A
CHARTERED
FLIGHT, AS THE
PARTY FEARS
POACHING BY
THE SHIV SENA.
MEANWHILE, IN
THE EVENING
ANOTHER SEVEN
SHIV SENA MLAS
LANDED IN
SURAT. THEY
WERE FLOWN
FROM DELHI TO
SURAT.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar said on

Tuesday that it was never

conveyed that Shiv Sena
leader Eknath Shinde had
chief ministerial ambitions,
adding that a solution to the
ongoing political crisis in
Maharashtra would be found
out soon. "Shinde never con-
veyed (to us) that he wanted
to be the Chief Minister (of
Maharashtra). The Chief
Minister's post is Shiv Sena's
and this is an internal issue of
that party," Pawar told medi-
apersons ahead of the oppo-
sition meeting to finalise a
consensus candidate for the
Presidential poll.

"We will soon find a way
out this situation. The CM's
post is Shiv Sena's, Deputy
CM's is NCP's. Whatever Shiv
Sena will decide, we are with
them," he said. Pawar's com-
ments came in the wake of
the ongoing political crisis
wherein Shinde, who is also a

cabinet minister, has parked
himself in Surat along with
around two-dozen MLAs,
sending the already precari-
ous Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress' Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government into a
tizzy.Referring to the allega-
tions of cross-voting during
the recently concluded voting
for biennial elections to 10
seats of Maharashtra
Legislative Council, Pawar
said, "This is not the first inci-
dence of cross-voting."

Without giving further
details, the NCP supremo
said he will be flying back to
Mumbai after the opposition
meeting and "if there is time,
I will meet (Maharashtra
Chief Minister) Uddhav
Thackeray."

He laughed off at a ques-
tion about a possible tie up
with the BJP.

Was not aware of Shinde's chief
ministerial ambition: Pawar

Nationalist
Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar said on
Tuesday that it was
never conveyed that
Shiv Sena leader
Eknath Shinde had
chief ministerial
ambitions, adding
that a solution to
the ongoing political
crisis in
Maharashtra would
be found out soon.
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Thousands of Shiv Sena men and
women activists staged protest
demonstrations in south

Mumbai on Tuesday against, what
they termed, the "BJP-instigated"
rebellion led by Minister Eknath
Shinde against the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government.

Sena leader Ravindra Mirlekar
slammed the manner in which many
of party MLAs were "misled" and
taken to Surat in neighbouring

Gujarat where they learnt of the real
game of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)."After yesterday's (Monday's)
elections, in which both the Sena
candidates won, there were a lot of
celebrations... Many of these MLAs
were lured to go for a party and
whisked off to Gujarat for such ulteri-
or motives. Now, they are calling us
up and want to return safely," he said.

Mirlekar warned that those who
rebel will "not be forgiven", but those
who come back will be accepted into

the party fold as they have not gone
voluntarily and many are in touch
with the party leadership.

Mumbai South Women Wing
President Jayshree Ballikar, address-
ing the gathering, said that this is not
the first time the Sena has faced such
a crisis and in the past too, there were
several others who "back-stabbed"
the party. "Now, just see what is their
fate. The Sena, right from Balasaheb
Thackeray has done a lot for these
leaders, but now they have betrayed

Sena President and Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray for their selfish
interests. However, we are fully with
the party and its leaders," she said.

South Mumbai Sena leader
Pandurang Sakpal said the protest
march was carried out in a disci-
plined manner to express the anguish
of the Shiv Sainiks at the unwarranted
rebellion by some of the greedy ele-
ments.He said the Sena is hopeful
that those who have been taken away
against their wishes will come back
and help strengthen the party built
out of the struggles of Balasaheb and
Uddhav Thackeray and other senior
leaders.Thousands of Sainiks sporting
party flags, raising slogans against the
rebels and the BJP, staged noisy
protests in south Mumbai, hitting
traffic in the evening peak hours.

Reports of similar big and small
protests by Sena activists were
received from other parts of
Maharashtra as the party's top leader-
ship made hectic efforts to defuse the
biggest political crisis confronting the
MVA government.

ANGRY SHIV SAINIKS PROTEST EKNATH SHINDE-LED 'REBELLION'
Thousands of Shiv Sena
men and women activists
staged protest demonstra-
tions in south Mumbai on
Tuesday against, what they
termed, the "BJP-instigat-
ed" rebellion led by
Minister Eknath Shinde
against the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Currently in the eye of a
brewing political
storm, senior Shiv Sena

leader and Minister Eknath
Shinde made a telling tweet
indicating his 'rebellious'
mood, here on Tuesday.

"We are Balasaheb
(Thackeray)'s staunch Shiv
Sainiks. Balasaheb has taught
us Hindutva. We have never
and will never compromise
on the teachings of
Balasaheb and 'dharmaveer'
Anand Dighe for power," said
Shinde in a tweet in Marathi.

Significantly, he has
knocked off the Shiv Sena
logo from his Twitter handle,
which was noted by the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)

allies.
The Sena hit back by sack-

ing Shinde as the party leader
in the legislature and replac-
ing him with a loyal sainik,
Ajay Chaudhari this after-
noon.While preparing to join
hands with the Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
Shinde has kept a lifeline
open with the MVA with pro-
posals and counter-proposals
changing hands between
Maharashtra-Gujarat.

Nationalist Congress Party
President Sharad Pawar
made it clear that there is no
need for a leadership change
in Maharashtra.

Pawar also said Shinde
never expressed his desire to
become the Chief Minister,
but made it clear that its an

internal issue of the Sena and
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray would handle the
matter and sort it out.

Congress Minister Ashok
Chavan and senior leader
Prithviraj Chavan declined to
comment on the Sena's inter-
nal matter, but admitted that
the MVA faced a crisis, while
NCP's Minister Chhagan
Bhujbal expressed optimism
that the political storm would
clear in a day or so.

The BJP leaders have been
hinting that a 'change of gov-
ernment' in the state is
inevitable, though no top
leaders are officially com-
menting till the undeclared
'Operation Lotus' is a suc-
cess.

Shiv Sena rebel Minister Eknath
Shinde bidding 'Ram-Ram' to MVA?

Currently in the eye of a brewing political
storm, senior Shiv Sena leader and Minister
Eknath Shinde made a telling tweet indi-
cating his 'rebellious' mood, here on Tuesday.

UNHAPPY MLA ADMITTED TO SURAT HOSPITAL,
SENA DEPUTES 2 LEADERS TO REACH OUT

Surat:Amid high voltage drama after Maharashtra
Minister and Shiv Sena MLA, Eknath Shinde moved
to Le Meridien hotel here with 20 MLAs, one of the
MLAs Nitin Deshmukh was admitted to a government
hospital in the city after he complained of uneasiness.

According to sources from the government hospital,
a patient named Nitin Deshmukh is being treated in
the hospital. He was brought from a hotel.

Sources also said Deshmukh had created ruckus in
the hotel on Monday night as he was not at all happy
with the way he was brought to Surat.

In afternoon, two cars with Maharashtra registra-
tion number plates reached hotel Le Meridien. One of
the cars had registration number MH40AR1994, of
Mercedes make, was allowed in the hotel, only after
senior police officers spoke to Ektnath Shinde and BJP
leaders.It is yet not clear whether more Shiv Sena
MLAs have been brought to Surat. Shiv Sena's senior
leaders have reached Surat to convince MLAs to come
back to the party fold.

Sources said, Shiv Sena top brass has deputed two
senior leaders -- Milind Narvekar and Ravindra
Pathak to talk to the rebel MLAs and sent them to
Surat. These leaders will speak to Eknath Shinde and
others. Even BJP MLA Sanjay Kute has reached Surat
and is meeting with Shiv Sena MLAs.

Sources also say BJP's former chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis is likely to reach Gujarat in a few
hours. He may land in Surat and meet Shiv Sena's
rebel MLAs.

It is believed that Eknath Shinde will address press
only after Fadnavis arrives in the city.

Gandhinagar|Agencies

Union Minister of State
for Finance and BJP
MP from Maharashtra,

Bhagwat Karad has suggested

not to take Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut's words seriously
as no one takes him seriously
in Maharashtra.

Karad was in Ahmedabad
in Gujarat to attend Yoga Day
celebrations and later in the
day he also addressed media
persons where he refuted
Raut's allegation that the
Gujarat police beat the Shiv
Sena's two MLAs.

Karad questioned why
would the Gujarat police beat
Shiv Sena MLAs in Surat.

He said, "Cross voting in
the Rajya Sabha polls and the
MLC elections itself states
that Shiv Sena MLAs are dis-
satisfied with the party lead-
ers and style of functioning
and compromising with its
ideology. Even the people are
unhappy with the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government because
it failed to deliver service to

society and the state."
Earlier in the day, Shiv Sena

leader Sanjay Raut had
alleged in Mumbai that Shiv

Sena MLAs were abducted to
Surat, four to five of them
have approached him and
requested him to bail them
out. He also alleged that the
Gujarat police has beaten
MLA Nitin Deshmukh,
because of which he suffered
a heart attack and has been
hospitalised.

Karad said he has no idea
about flying BJP MLAs to
Gujarat, it is the party that
decides about protecting BJP
MLAs in Maharashtra.

Party sources said that the
BJP high command is plan-
ning to depute Union Minister
Bhupendra Yadav to keep its
house in order and see that
no poaching takes place.

Sources also said that along
with 106 BJP MLAs, four
Congress MLAs may be
brought to Ahmedabad by
late evening from Mumbai.
Congress leaders have lost
contact with these four MLAs.
They will be kept in a five star
hotel in Ahmedabad.

Union MoS Karad says don't take
Sanjay Raut's words seriously

UNION MINISTER
OF STATE FOR
FINANCE AND BJP
MP FROM
MAHARASHTRA,
BHAGWAT KARAD
HAS SUGGESTED
NOT TO TAKE SHIV
SENA LEADER
SANJAY RAUT'S
WORDS SERIOUS-
LY AS NO ONE
TAKES HIM SERI-
OUSLY IN
MAHARASHTRA.
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Fresh trouble seems to be brewing
for former BJP leader Naveen
Kumar Jindal as the Thane police

on Tuesday served a notice to him in
connection with a new case over the
controversial remarks he made against
Prophet Muhammad.

Jindal has been asked to join the
probe on June 25. The case has been

lodged against him by Mumbra Police
Station on the complaint of one
Mohammed Gufran Akmal Khan. The
case has been filed under sections
153(A) (B), 295 (A), 298 and 505 of the
Indian Penal Code.

"This is to inform you that, Mumbra
Police Station Crime registered Vide
CR No. 528/2022 Section 153 (A) (B),
295(A), 298, 505 of IPC against you on
the reasonable Complaint of Mohd
Gufran Akmal Khan. 

Therefore, you are directed to
remain present before me on
25/06/2022 at 11.00 a.m. at Mumbra
Police Station, Thane, Maharashtra,
State," read the notice.

Jindal was dismissed from the BJP
after controversy erupted over his
remark against Prophet Muhammad
which was in support of suspended
party BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma's statement also against the
Prophet.

Prophet case: Thane Police
summons Naveen Jindal
Fresh trouble seems to be
brewing for former BJP
leader Naveen Kumar Jindal
as the Thane police on
Tuesday served a notice to
him in connection with a new
case over the controversial
remarks he made against
Prophet Muhammad.
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After giving second jolt to ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in
Maharashtra this month, the BJP

said that except NCP, both Shiv Sena
(SS) and Congress saw vote erosion in
the state Legislative Council elections.

The opposition BJP in Maharashtra
managed to get its "extra" candidate
elected as MLC, trouncing the
Congress' first preference candidate
Chandrakant Handore on Monday.

Calling it a splendid victory, BJP
Maharashtra in-charge and party

national secretary, CT Ravi tweeted:
"Oh what a splendid victory for BJP !
Heartiest Congratulations to Team
@BJP4Maharashtra for winning 5 seats
in the Council Elections today. Kudos
to President Shri @ChDadaPatil & LoP
Shri @Dev_Fadnavis duo for upsetting
the Corrupt MVA gameplan for the
second time in a row."

In-charge of BJP's National
Information and Technology
Department Amit Malviya tweeted:
"After RS poll, BJP trumps MVA again.
All it's five candidates won the MLC
contest as opposed to 2 each of SS and

NCP. INC's Bhai Jagtap defeated
Chandrakant Handore, party's Dalit
face. BJP got 133 votes against its
strength of 106 MLAs! Except NCP,
both SS and INC saw vote erosion."

The prime contest for the tenth seat
-- between Congress' Bhai Jagtap and
BJP's Prasad Lad -- came as a shocker
as both won, while Congress' first
choice Handore was trounced in an
unexpected upset, from the total 11
candidates vying for 10 seats.

The MVA's nominees - Sachin Ahir
and Amasha Padvi (Shiv Sena),
Ramraje Naik-Nimbalkar and Eknath

Khadse (Nationalist Congress Party)
and Bhai Jagtap (Congress) have won.

All the BJP's nominees -- Pravin
Darekar, Ram Shinde, Shrikant
Bhartiya, Uma Khapre and Prasad Lad
-- sailed through though they were
running short on numbers.

This proved to be the second major
setback for the MVA after the BJP -
under similar circumstances - bagged
three Rajya Sabha seats, while the rul-
ing alliance secured three, with one
each for Sena-NCP-Congress, while
the Sena's second candidate was
defeated.

Except NCP, both Shiv Sena and Congress
saw vote erosion in MLC polls: BJP

After giving second jolt to ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in Maharashtra
this month, the BJP said that except NCP, both Shiv Sena (SS) and Congress
saw vote erosion in the state Legislative Council elections.
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Director Baz Luhrmann has
said that a longer version
of his newest biopic 'Elvis'

exists.
According

to

Deadline, when talking
about the film, Luhrmann

told the Radio Times, "I mean, I
have a four-hour version, actual-

ly."

In the interview, he mentioned there were
extra scenes he wanted to add but with the
time constraints, the director had to settle for a
2:39 version.

"I would have liked to lean into some of the
other things more," Luhrmann went on.

"There's so much more. I mean, there's lots
of stuff that I shot, like the relationship with the
band, I had to pare [that] down - and it's so
interesting how the Colonel (Elvis' manager
Tom Parker, played by Tom Hanks) gets rid of
them."

In the longer version there is more explo-
ration into the singer's relationship with his
first girlfriend Dixie, and into the song
'Jailhouse Rock'.

Luhrmann wanted to add other parts of
Elvis Presley's life to the film.

"What happens is he starts doing wackadoo
things - like going down to see Nixon," the
'Moulin Rouge' director explained.

"I had it in there for a while, but there just
comes a point where you can't have everything
in, so I just tried to track the spirit of the char-
acter."

According to Deadline, he also goes on to
explain why he didn't cast Harry Styles in the
role of Elvis. "Harry is a really talented actor,"
he said on the 'Fitzy & Wippa' podcast.

"I would work on something with him . . .
but the real issue with Harry is, he's Harry
Styles. He's already an icon."

Taylor Sheridan's
'Yellowstone' prequel series

'1932' renamed '1923'

Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Beyonce surprise
dropped her new single
'Break My Soul' three hours

before the announced release time
from her forthcoming 7th solo studio
album 'Renaissance'.

For her part, Beyonce is on message with both her return and the disco theme of
the song: The title is flipped by saying "You won't break my soul".

It's filled with dancefloor-friendly lines like: "Motivation/I'm looking for a new
foundation/ I'm on that new vibration/ I'm building my own foundation" and a
repeated exhortation of "Everybody".

In an apparent slight to major streaming services like Spotify and Apple Music, the
song initially appeared only on Tidal, the streaming service co-owned by Beyonce's
husband, Jay-Z, three hours before its announced release time.

Beyonce has a history of this: Her 2016 'Lemonade' album was available only on
Tidal for three years, a move that likely cost her millions in streaming royalties,
reports 'Variety'.

Beyonce announced on June 16 that the long-expected album will be arriving on
July 29.

Sources told 'Variety' that the album will feature both dance and country-leaning
tracks, the source says, with contributions from hit songwriter Ryan Tedder, who co-
wrote her 2008 hit 'Halo' as well as hits for Adele, Taylor Swift, the Jonas Bros. and his
own group, OneRepublic.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Filmmaker Taylor Sheridan's new 'Yellowstone' prequel has
been renamed. It was announced that the prequel series '1932'
will now instead be known as '1923' and will take place in the
new titular year as opposed to the former. According to
'Variety', the new logline, '1923' focuses on the Dutton family's

next two generations as they struggle to survive historic drought,
lawlessness and prohibition, and an epidemic of cattle theft; all
battled beneath the cloud of Montana's great depression, which
preceded the nation by almost a decade.

The show will also touch on the end of World War I, reports
'Variety'.The show serves as a followup to the 'Yellowstone'

prequel '1883', which followed a generation of the
Dutton family as they move across the country

to settle in Montana.
It debuted on Paramount+ in December

2021 and starred Tim McGraw, Faith Hill,
and Sam Elliott. As previously

announced, Helen Mirren and Harrison Ford
are set to star in '1923'.'1923' is set to debut on
Paramount+ in December.
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Los Angeles | Agencies

Gigi Hadid and Zayn Malik are said to be on good terms
following their split, as they navigate the challenges of
coparenting their daughter Khai. 

The Vogue cover girl and the former One Direction singer
reportedly have a 'loving and caring relationship despite being
broken up' as per Us Weekly. 

A source told the publication that the former couple 'don't
hate each other' and are 'doing the best they can' to make the
coparenting of their 21-month-old tot work. 

The source revealed that the couple - who called it quits in
October 2021 - make an effort to ensure that Khai gets enough
time with both parents,reports;dailymail.co.uk.

'They're not living together, but Zayn visits Gigi and Khai at
the farm in Pennsylvania a lot when they're there. They like to
spend time away from the city because it's more safe, quiet, and
exclusive.' 

The insider added that though 'coparenting comes with cer-
tain challenges and ups and downs,' they want to ensure that
they daughter is still 'very much part' of Zayn's life.

Gigi Hadid and
Zayn Malik have a

'loving relationship'

BEYONCE
DROPS DISCO-

FIED NEW SINGLE
TITLED 'BREAK

MY SOUL'

BTS lands sixth No.1
on Billboard 200
Los Angeles | Agencies

Popular K-pop band BTS' new compilation album 'Proof' has granted the power-
house their sixth No. 1 album to debut atop the Billboard 200 chart, despite their
upcoming break. According to 'Variety', four days before 'Proof' dropped, the group

announced they would be taking a break to focus on their solo careers. 
That news had little impact on the Army, however, as 'Proof' opened at No. 1 on the

album chart (dated June 25), with the equivalent of 314,000 sales in the US, according to
Billboard via Luminate. A large part of that unit figure was motivated by CD album sales,
which included an extra 13 tracks as opposed to the digital download and streaming
album. The album, released June 10, is a three-disc compilation with a large majority of
its contents being previously released material.

According to 'Variety', Bad Bunny's 'Un Verano Sin Ti' slipped to a No. 2 spot on the
new Billboard 200 with 129,000 equivalent album units earned while Styles' 'Harry's
House' remains stagnant on the Billboard 200 at No. 3 with 91,000 equivalent album units.

JOHNNY DEPP TAKING
DRASTIC MEASURES TO GET
CAREER BACK ON TRACK 

Los Angeles: As Johnny Depp and Amber Heard's
court case took one sordid turn after another, the latter
emerged the villain with each passing day. While Johnny
Depp's image took a severe beating prior to court pro-
ceedings, right down to him losing out and even being
fired from big Hollywood projects, his divorce battle with
Amber Heard has been an eye-popping revelation, with
most of the evidence and witnesses clearly pointing out
to her being the aggressor, instigator and a downright vile
human being,reports;bollywoodlife.com.

In fact, Johnny's account of being the actual victim of
domestic violence had also been backed by other testi-
monies and audio proof. With more lies of Amber being
exposed, support for Johnny burgeoned with each pass-
ing day both in and out of court, and if there were any
doubts left the jury's verdict on the final day of trial laid
them to rest. As expected, the jury unanimously voted in
favour of Johnny Depp and ordered Amber Heard to pay
him $15 million as as compensation.

Director Baz Lurhmann says four-hour cut of 'Elvis' biopic exists
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London |Agencies

India head coach Rahul Dravid on Tuesday
joined India's Test team in Leicestershire
ahead of the much-anticipated resched-

uled 5th Test against England, scheduled to
be held in Birmingham from July 1 to 5.

Dravid along with Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas Iyer, who were part of the just-con-
cluded T20I series against South Africa, flew
from Bengaluru a day after the fifth and final
T20I ended on Sunday.

In the pictures, shared by BCCI's official
Twitter handle, the head coach can be seen
interacting with the players, who had their
training session in Leicestershire County
Ground.

"Look who's here! Head Coach Rahul
Dravid has joined the Test squad in Leicester
#TeamIndia," tweeted BCCI along with pic-
tures.

Before Dravid's arrival, India's training ses-
sions in England were handled by bowling
coach Paras Mhambrey and batting coach
Vikram Rathour. While the Rishabh Pant-led
side was playing T20Is in India, Test regulars,
including Virat Kohli, captain Rohit Sharma,
Ravindra Jadeja, Cheteshwar Pujara and
Shardul Thakur among others had left for
England earlier.

Meanwhile, premier Indian spinner R

Ashwin, who missed the flight to the UK with
the Test squad last week, will reach England
in the next couple of days. He is expected to
join the squad in Leicester before the four-day
warm-up game against the county which
begins on June 24.The off-spinner had failed
to board the flight from Mumbai on June 16
along with other members because of a posi-

tive Covid-19 result. It has been learnt that
new travel arrangements are being made for
the veteran cricketer and he should be with
the rest of his teammates soon, a Cricbuzz
report said.Jayant Yadav was kept as a standby
should Ashwin fail to recover in time. The
Haryana spinner was called to the NCA in
Bangalore. However, that option has been

ruled out as Ashwin has recovered fully and is
expected to fly out in the next 24 hours, most
probably on Wednesday.

DRAVID JOINS INDIA'S TEST TEAM IN
ENGLAND, ASHWIN SET TO REACH SOON

Budapest|Agencies

Italian swimmer Thomas Ceccon set a new
world record of 51.60 seconds in the men's
100m backstroke on the third day of the 19th

FINA World Championships here.
The previous world record holder American

Ryan Murphy, who swam then world's best 51.75
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, won the silver in 51.97
and his compatriot Hunter Armstrong took
bronze in 51.98 late on Monday.

Italy pocketed three gold medals as Benedetta
Pilato won in the women's 100m breaststroke in
1:05.93, beating Anna Elendt of Germany
(1:05.98) and Ruta Meilutyte of Lithuania
(1:06.02), Xinhua reports.

Giorgio Minisini and Lucrezia Ruggiero added
another gold for Italy in the mixed duet technical
with a score of 88.5734 points, while Sato Tomoka
and Sato Yotaro from Japan finished second with

85.8086 points. China's Shi Haoyu and Zhang
Yiyao won the bronze with 84.8232 points.

Katie Ledecky of the United States collected
her second gold in the tournament, swimming
fastest in the women's 1,500m freestyle in a time
of 15:30.15, clearly distancing herself from her fel-
low American Katie Grimes on 15:44.89. The
bronze medal went to Australian swimmer Lani
Pallister in 15:48.96.

Regan Smith won another gold medal for the
U.S. as she timed 58.22 in women's 100m back-
stroke for the first place while Kylie Masse of
Canada came second with 58.40 and Claire
Curzan of the United States in third in 58.67.

In the men's 200m freestyle event, Romania
took the gold thanks to the performance of David
Popovici, who swam in 1:43.21, beating Hwang
Sunwoo from South Korea in 1:44.47 and Tom
Dean from Britain in 1:44.98. In the women's
team free combination, Ukraine finished first
with 95.0333 points, surpassing Japan (93.5667
points) and Italy (92.0333).

Italian Ceccon breaks world record
on third day of FINA Worlds

INCREDIBLE TO SEE SO
MANY PACE BOWLERS
IN INDIA: DRAVID

Mumbai: India cricket team chief coach
Rahul Dravid and former pace bowler
Irfan Pathan feel these are exciting times
for Indian cricket, given the number of
young fast bowlers emerging on the scene,
and hoped that a couple of them might go
on to play in the upcoming ICC T20 World
Cup in Australia later this year.

Dravid credited the IPL for nurturing
several young bowlers to play for Indian in
the years to come.

"It was incredible to see the fast bowling
talent we have (during the IPL), especially
with few of the bowlers clocking such
(fast) speed. A lot of youngsters got an
opportunity to showcase their skills, and a
lot of them came good, those are really
good signs for Indian cricket, exciting
times ahead," Dravid added.

Dublin|Agencies

The India junior women's
hockey team staged a
fine comeback to hold

Netherlands to a 2-2 draw in
their second contest of the
Uniphar U-23 Nations
Tournament here, with Annu
(19th minute) and Beauty
Dungdung (37th minute)
scoring a goal each to neu-
tralise goals from Brouwer
Amber (13th) and Van Der
Broek Belen (17th).

The Dutch side put India
under pressure early on by
earning three back-to-back
penalty corners in the first five
minutes. However, the Indian
defence stood firm and pre-
vented them from scoring.
Netherlands upped the ante
as the game progressed and
were awarded for the same as
they broke the deadlock in the
13th minute through Amber.
Thereafter, they did well to
hold on to their lead as the
first quarter came to a close.

Netherlands started the
second quarter in attack
mode, and it paid off when
Van Der Broek Belen scored
in the 17th minute. After con-

ceding two goals, India initiat-
ed a counter-attack and were
rewarded with their first
penalty corner in the 18th
minute. India's offensive strat-
egy paid off as Annu pulled
one back in the 19th minute.
The Dutch then intensified
their attack, earning them two
PCs in a row. India gained
their second PC in the final
minutes of the second quarter
to level the contest, but
missed out on converting it,
leaving them down 1-2 at the
half. Trailing by a goal, India
looked to attack early on as
the third quarter started. The
Indian team was rewarded for
their effort as their vice-cap-
tain Beauty Dungdung scored
the equaliser in the 37th
minute. Following that, both
teams increased their pres-
sure in chase of their third
goal, which never came as the
game was tied at 2-2 at the
end of the third quarter.

U-23 Nations Tournament

Annu, Beauty Dungdung on target
as India rally to hold Netherlands

London|Agencies

Defending champion Novak Djokovic
and world No. 1 Iga Swiatek have been
named the top seeds in men's and

women's singles respectively for the upcom-
ing Wimbledon 2022.

In the absence of World No. 1 Daniil
Medvedev and World No. 2 Alexander Zverev,
two-time champion Rafael Nadal gets second
seeding in the prestigious grasscourt Grand
Slam, starting from June 27.

The All England Club, the organiser of the
Wimbledon Grand Slam, has banned players
from Russia and Belarus following Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine. Zverev had surgery on
torn ligaments in his right ankle this month
after he was forced to retire from his French
Open semifinal against Nadal.

Serena Williams, seven times Wimbledon
singles champion, will be the unseeded name
everyone will be looking for when the ladies'
draw is made. The 40-year-old hasn't played
since she was forced to retire during her
opening match at the 2021 Championships. 

The singles and doubles seeding lists were
announced on Tuesday ahead of the draw
ceremony on Friday (June 24).

Djokovic, the defending champion, will
aim to win a seventh men's singles title and

21st Grand Slam in all.
Polish world No.1 Swiatek enters the tour-

nament on the back of a 35-match winning
streak after claiming her second Roland
Garros trophy in early June. She has won her
last six events and has not lost a match since
mid-February. Swiatek has never been past
the fourth round at the All England Club but
the 21-year-old won the girls' singles title in
2018.Last year's ladies' singles champion,
Ashleigh Barty, announced her sudden retire-
ment in March and therefore won't be back to
defend her title.

Djokovic, Swiatek get top billings for men's
and women's singles at Wimbledon

LEGENDARY AUSTRALIA CRICKETER LISA
STHALEKAR IS NEW FICA PRESIDENT

Nyon (Switzerland): Legendary Australian
cricketer Lisa
Sthalekar has
been con-
firmed as pres-
ident of the
Federation of
International
Cricketers'
Associations
(FICA) at its
executive com-
mittee meeting
here.

The 42-year-
old Lisa, who
has played eight Tests and 125 WODIs and
scored nearly 4,000 international runs across
the three formats, joins the likes of Barry
Richards, Jimmy Adams and most recently
Vikram Solanki who have been FICA presi-
dents since its formation.

"I'm extremely honoured and excited to be
FICA's new president. We are entering a new
phase of the game which covers more cricket
than ever before for our male and female play-
ers. More countries are playing the game
which demonstrates that cricket is certainly
becoming a global game.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Indian women's hockey team will partici-
pate in next month's FIH Women's World Cup
2022 without talismanic striker Rani Rampal as

the former skipper is still undergoing rehabilitation
for a hamstring injury.

There were reports recently that Rani has recov-
ered from her injury and had travelled with the
squad to Rotterdam for the last round of FIH Pro
League matches. However, on Tuesday chief coach
Janneke Schopman said she is still undergoing reha-
bilitation for the injury.

In her absence, goalkeeper Savita will continue to
lead the 18-member squad with defender Deep
Grace Ekka as her deputy. Savita led the Indian
team in the FIH Pro League matches this year and
the team had done well, presently in the third posi-
tion in the event.

Hockey India on Tuesday named the 18-member
Indian women's hockey team for the FIH Women's
Hockey World Cup to be held in Netherlands and
Spain from July 1-17, retaining the majority of play-
ers that had figured in last year's Tokyo Olympic
Games in which the Indian team narrowly missed a
bronze medal.

India placed in Pool B along with England, New

Zealand and China will begin their campaign on
July 3 against old nemesis England, to whom they
lost the bronze medal match in Tokyo. 

FIH Women's Hockey World Cup

SAVITA TO LEAD 20-MEMBER INDIAN TEAM 

Indian Women's Team for FIH
Women's World Cup:

Goalkeepers: Savita (captain), Bichu Devi
Kharibam; Defenders: Deep Grace Ekka (vice-cap-
tain), Gurjit Kaur, Nikki Pradhan, Udita;
Midfielders: Nisha, Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Monika, Neha, Jyoti, Navjot Kaur, Sonika, Salima
Tete; Forwards: Vandana Katariya, Lalremsiami,
Navneet Kaur, Sharmila Devi.

Replacement Players: Akshata Abaso Dhekale,
Sangita Kumari.

Bengaluru|Agencies

The inaugural edition of the
Grand Prix Badminton League
(GPBL), which was set to be

held from July 1-10, has been
rescheduled in the wake of the inter-
national badminton calendar and
other national tournaments, the
organisers said on Tuesday.

GPBL, which is played under the
aegis of the Karnataka Badminton
Association and has eight teams in
the fray, will now be held from August
12 to 21.

"The league was originally sched-
uled to be conducted from July 1-10.
But in the wake of the international
badminton calendar, and the India
junior National ranking tournament
in Panchkula, which might have ham-
pered the ranking points of some of
the participating players, the start
date has been moved to August," the

organiser said in a release.
The teams in the fray include

Bengaluru Lions, Mangalore Sharks,
Mandya Bulls, Mysore Panthers,
Malnad Falcons, Bandipur Tuskers,

KGF Wolves and Kodagu Tigers and
are mentored by the c'untry's top
stars including P.V. Sindhu, Kidambi
Srikanth, Sai Praneeth, Jwala Gutta,
Ashwini Ponnappa, Chirag Shetty,

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and HS
Prannoy.

A total of Rs 60 lakh will be on offer
as prize money with the winners tak-
ing away a bounty of Rs 24 lakh.

Grand Prix Badminton League rescheduled,
to be held from August 12 now Team Absolute|New Delhi

Olympic bronze medal-
list Vijender Singh is
all set to return to the

pro boxing ring after 19
months at the Balbir Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh in
August 2022.

Vijender Singh's opponent
for the bout is yet to be
finalised. The event named
'Rumble In The Jungle', is
going to be only his sixth
bout in India.

Vijender, 36, who is cur-
rently training in Manchester,
said, "I am extremely thank-
ful to the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, especially Hon'ble
Chief Minister, Bhupesh
Baghel Ji for granting their
consent to hold my next pro-
fessional bout. It's a great
opportunity to introduce the

sport to the people of the
state. Hopefully, this can
inspire a new generation of
boxers. I look forward to
starting my unbeaten streak
again."

Vijender turned profes-
sional in 2015 and since then

has a record of 12-1 with
eight knockouts. His unbeat-
en streak of 12 unfortunately
was broken in his last bout in
Goa in March 2021 when he
was beaten handsomely by a
younger and taller Russian
opponent Artysh Lopsan.

Vijender Singh set to return to
pro boxing ring after 19 months

Dubai|Agencies

Stylish South Africa opener Laura
Wolvaardt and experienced quick
Ayabonga Khaka have made big gains in

the latest ICC ODI Player Rankings after dom-
inant performances during their recent ODI
series sweep over Ireland.

Wolvaardt's superb innings of 89 in the
third and final match in Dublin came just at
the right time as it catapulted the right-hander
past Australia skipper Meg Lanning and into
fourth place on the latest rankings for batters.
Australia's Alyssa Healy continues to lead the
charts with 785 points.

It was the only change inside the top 10 for
batters, but fellow South Africa batter Lara
Goodall -- who was the leading run-scorer for
the series with 143 runs -- shot up 15 places to
43rd following an unbeaten 93 in the second
match.Meanwhile, it was Khaka who made
the biggest impression on the bowler rankings
as she jumped two places to fifth after an eye-
catching series against Ireland.

While Khaka only managed two wickets for
the series, the right-armer was near

unplayable for many of the young Ireland bat-
ters and finished the three matches with an
economy rate of just 1.40.

SA bowler Khaka displaces India's Jhulan
Goswami at fifth spot in ICC rankings



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Nawazuddin Siddiqui, the
King of Versatility, is noted
for playing diverse roles

and richly developed characters.
Several actors and directors look up to

him because of his numerous outstanding
performances in all of his films.
Recently, in a television show, actor Kamal

Hasan praised the celebrity, saying, "Starting from
Dilip Kumar To Nawazuddin all are fantastic actors

and sometimes I wish I could have done that."
Reposting the video, Nawazuddin wrote, "Biggest com-

pliment from my favourite actor!!" 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

When it comes to educating people about life and wellbeing, Bollywood's sunshine
girl Jacqueline Fernandez never backs down. She and her nonprofit, YOLO (You
Only Live Once), recently celebrated Yoga Day with the LGBTQIA community.
She not only educated people by leading a yoga course, but she also provided a
forum for the LGBTQIA community.

YOLO took to social media to share a video of the event that was as colourful as a rainbow.
Jacqueline performed YOGA with the LGBTQIA community and led a panel discussion with an open

mike in front of the crowd. As stated in the caption "We believe that Yoga is something that shows us
our true selves. And what better way to celebrate it than with people who have truly accepted their true

selves. This year we welcomed International Yoga Day with the LGBTQIA community with pride.
We would like to thank everyone who came and for their constant support for the YOLO Foundation. It is

your faith in us that keeps us going."
On the work front, Jacqueline's recent summer ad, the new Pepsi anthem, was a hat-trick smash with the

crowd. Aside from Rohit Shetty's 'Cirkus,' the actress will be seen opposite Akshay Kumar and Nushratt
Bharuccha in her forthcoming 'Ram Setu,' and she has 'Vikrant Rona' and 'Kick 2' in the making.

Hyderabad|Agencies

Naga Chaitanya
is reportedly
dating a

Bollywood actress who
has also appeared in
Telugu films. This
news went viral and
some trolls began
claiming that such
rumours about
Chaitanya were spread
by his ex-wife
Samantha Ruth Prabhu's PR team to
smear the actor's image. Samantha,
who came across a ridiculous write-
up about the same, became enraged
and dispatched the trolls in style. She
asked the media to move on, stating
that the parties engaged in the
rumours had plainly moved on as
well.

"Rumours on girl - Must be true!!
Rumours on boy - Planted by girl!!
Grow up guys. Parties involved have
clearly moved on. you should move
on too!! Concentrate on your work, on
your families, move on!!", Samantha
cited an article uploaded by a Twitter
handle that alleged her involvement in
the matter.

On the work front, Samantha will be
next seen in 'Shakuntalam' and
'Yashoda'. She is actively filming for the
movie 'Kushi' in which she will be seen
opposite 'Arjun Reddy' fame Vijay
Deverakonda.
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'Bhagya Lakshmi' actress Aishwarya
Khare took inspiration from
Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt and

decided to follow her regimen and started
practising yoga as well as meditation.

Aishwarya mentioned: "I really look up
to Alia Bhatt when it comes to fitness as
well as maintaining the perfect work-life
balance. The way she removes time to
exercise on a regular
basis while continu-
ing to work and look
gorgeous onscreen is
really inspirational."

"I feel no one can
be like her, but I do
aspire to be as fit and
look as glamorous as
her onscreen."

"Hence, I have
been taking inspira-
tion from her and
have even started
practicing yoga and
meditation over the
past few weeks. I
believe that yoga and

meditation will really help me stay mental-
ly and physically fit as well as help me give
my best while I am at work," she adds.

The actress concludes with: "I must say
that I have started feeling fresher and more
energetic and have this glow every time I
am shooting. I wish I can be as good as
Alia someday, it would be an honour, but
in the meantime, I wish everyone enjoys
watching me on their TV screens every
day."

Samantha hits
back at trolls

Jacqueline

celebrates World

Yoga Day 
Grateful to my Guru Bharat
Thakur for his guidance:
Anushka Shetty on Yoga Day
Chennai|Agencies

Actress Anushka Shetty, who was a yoga instructor before going
on to become one of the top actresses in the Tamil and Telugu
film industries, on Tuesday shared a deep, philosophical post

on yoga, life and happiness even as she wished all her followers a
happy Yoga Day.Taking to Instagram, actress Anushka Shetty wrote,
"Happy Yoga Day! The more you learn, the more you understand, the
more deeper it grows, the more you unlearn...So much more to

learn, unlearn, understand, feel... and just be."A path that has got-
ten me closer to myself. A path that is my best friend and my

biggest critic. A path (for which )every single moment I'm
grateful for...A path that is each and everyone's own unique

experience..."Ever so grateful always forever to my yoga
guru Bharat Thakur for his grace, guidance. And all I

can say is I truly believe each one of us have this
magic within us. Let's fail, grow, learn, unlearn,

understand, experience, love, love ourselves and
sprinkle a little of that magic dust around us.
Smile always! Happy happy happy Yoga Day.

"p.s.: Always remember, there is no another
you and each one of you is most precious. So
just go out there and be your best version."

SHILPA
SHETTY LAUNCHES NEW

FEATURE IN HER APP 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood actress Shilpa Shetty's love for yoga is well-
known. She keeps sharing her workout videos on social
media and inspires her fans to follow healthy diet and fit-

ness regime.
This International Yoga Day, she is launching a special

built-in AI-feature in her Simple Soulful fitness related app
that will enable users to correct their postures. Shilpa says
that she has introduced this feature because many of the
users asked her how to correct their posture while doing
yoga. "I am passionately involved with the SS App, I do go
through feedback, and get a lot of messages and DMs
asking me if they can be personally monitored or cor-
rected on their posture, etc." "Now, with the help of
Artificial Intelligence, it is absolutely possible. I am
super excited and am so looking forward to it,"
she adds.

The 'Dhadkan' actress also advises her
fans: "Breathe - live in awareness!

When I'm stressed, I just take
eight deep breaths and it

sorts me out."

Kamal Hasan praises Nawazuddin
Siddiqui on national television 

Naga Chaitanya is
reportedly dating a
Bollywood actress who
has also appeared in
Telugu films. This news
went viral and some
trolls began claiming
that such rumours
about Chaitanya were
spread by his ex-wife
Samantha Ruth
Prabhu's PR team to
smear the actor's
image.

AAiisshhwwaarryyaa  KKhhaarree  llooookkss
uupp  ttoo  AAlliiaa  BBhhaatttt  ffoorr
yyooggaa  aanndd  mmeeddiittaattiioonn
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