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ACCORDING TO LAYOFF AGGREGATOR LAYOFFS.FYI, MORE THAN
15,000 TECH WORKERS HAVE LOST
THEIR JOBS THIS MONTH,
REPORTS TECHCRUNCH.
TECH COMPANIES ARE FACING
MULTIPLE ISSUES LIKE RISING
INFLATION, HIGH INTEREST RATES,
ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN AND THE
RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR.
THE SITUATION IS SET TO GET
WORSE WITH RECESSION LOOMING
AND FUNDING DRYING UP.
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STARTUPS.

instagram.com
@absoluteindianews

P U B L I S H E D S I M U LTA N E O U S LY F R O M M U M B A I , B H O PA L A N D N E W D E L H I

HOLLYWOOD

02

twitter.com
@absoluteindnews

Over 20K startup employees lose
jobs globally, India and US top list
A
Team Absolute|New Delhi

s VC money disappears
amid economic slowdown,
tech startups have laid off
over 20,000 employees the
world over since April, while
more than 8,000 employees have lost
jobs at the Indian startups led by
edtech platforms.
According to layoff aggregator
Layoffs.fyi, at least 20,514 people have
lost their jobs at tech startups globally
since April globally and the US is leading the race.

THE VC FIRMS ARE ADVISING
STARTUPS TO FOCUS ON SUSTAINABLE GROWTH, REDUCE CASH
BURN, CUT COSTS AND UNDERSTAND THAT AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY MAY BE 18-24 MONTHS AWAY.

The number doubled over the past
two weeks, indicating that the labour
market for the sector has taken a turn
for the worse, reports Nikkei Asia.
Ironically, this figure does not take
contractual workers into accounts
which have lost their jobs in the startup
funding winter.
The job loss has reached two-year
high among the startup ecosystem that
once churned out unicorns after unicorns.
More than 15,000 people working in
the technology sector lost their job in
the month of May alone, as global

NON-LOCAL BANK MANAGER, LABOURER SHOT DEAD IN KASHMIR, THREE TARGETED KILLING IN 72 HOURS

FEAR PREVAIL IN VALLEY
Union Home Minister Amit Shah is chairing a high level security review meeting on June
3 to discuss the recent surge in targeted killings in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). Official
sources said the meeting will be attended by the Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, Army chief General Manoj Pande, top officials of para-military
forces, intelligence agencies, police and civil administration from the Union Territory.
 A terrorist entered the
Areh branch of Elaqahi
Dehati Bank and shot
Vijay Kumar, the bank
manager.
 A CCTV footage shows
the killer entering the
branch, firing a shot and
fleeing.
 Vijay Kumar was being
rushed to the hospital
when he breathed his last.
 A resident of
Hanumangarh district in
Rajasthan, Kumar had
recently joined his posting
in Kulgam.
 Kumar's is the eighth targeted killing in the Valley
since May 1 and the third
of a non-Muslim government employee.
 Labourer (Dilshad from
UP) falls to ninth.
Team Absolute|Srinagar

A

bank manager from Rajasthan
was shot dead by a terrorist in
Jammu and Kashmir's Kulgam
in the second targeted attack on
Hindus in the Valley in three days.
Police said the area has been cordoned off and efforts are on to track

FRIGHTENED KASHMIRI
PANDITS, OTHERS DEMAND
RELOCATION TO JAMMU

RECENTLY MARRIED
KUMAR WAS TO GO
HOME IN JULY
down the terrorists behind the
attack.The attack comes just two
days after a Hindu teacher from
Jammu, Rajni Bala, was killed by terrorists outside a school, also in
Kulgam.The bank manager's killing
in Kulgam came within 24 hours of
two major incidents in the adjoining
Shopian district. A civilian, Farooq
Ahmad Sheikh, was injured in a targeted terror attack inside his home
last evening.Meanwhile, in Budgam
district, one non-local labourer was
killed and another injured in a militant attack in J&K's Budgam district
on Thursday, police said.
Police sources said that militants
fired at the two non-local brick kiln
labourers, identified as Dilshad from
Uttar Pradesh and Goria from

Punjab, in Magraypora village of
Chadoora tehsil in Budgam.
"Both the injured labourers were
shifted to hospital where doctors
said one had reported with a shoulder gunshot and the other with a
bullet injury in his hand. Dilshad
succumbed to his injuries and the
condition of Goria is stable," a
source said.
In another incident, three soldiers
were injured after an explosion in
their vehicle early this morning. One
of the soldiers has suffered critical
injuries.According to the Army, the
three soldiers had taken a private
vehicle for an anti-terrorist operation. The blast, they said, took place
while they were on their way to the
target area.

BANKS RAISE
LENDING RATES

FIRST OF ITS KIND AGRI-LAND
PRICE INDEX LAUNCHED

New Delhi:Close on the heels
of the Reserve Bank of Indias
(RBI) recent hike in repo rate by
40 basis points, besides giving
indications it would raise further
in the upcoming monetary policy
review meets, several Indian
lenders too have raised their
lending rates.
On Wednesday, lending major
HDFC and PNB Bank raised their
lending rates by 5 basis points
and 15 basis points, respectively.
The upward revision in rates
will essentially lead to an increase
in EMIs for borrowers.
Recently, the State Bank of
India (SBI) and Bank of Baroda
also hiked their lending rates
across various tenures, as per
reports.
At the same time, the government also waived customs duty
on the import of some raw materials, including coking coal and
ferronickel, used by the steel
industry. Steel is a key input for
the real estate industry.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

first of its kind agriland price index that
will serve as a reliable source and benchmarking land prices in
rural and semi-urban
areas was launched here
on Thursday.Developed by
the Mishra Centre for
Financial Markets and
Economy at the Indian
Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad (IIM-A) along
with SFarmsIndia, a private firm dealing in land
prices, the IIMASFarmsIndia Agri Land
Price Index (ISALPI) is
claimed to help and signal
potential conversion of
agriculture land into real
estate. "Unlike financial
assets, developing an
index for land parcels is a
complex task because of
the visible price difference
in different listings caused

by a slew of factors including the market wide supply-demand factors. The
method adopted for the
preparation of this Index
addresses these disparities
and ensures accuracy.
Regression-based hedonic
pricing method has been
used to come up with this
Index," said Prashant Das,
project lead and associate
professor of Real Estate
Finance at IIMA.
The Index will be useful
for policy makers, local
governments, environmentalists, investors, real
estate developers and financiers, Das and
SFarmsIndia's Kamesh
Mupparaju said.
SFarmsIndia is into data
warehousing and mining
aimed at agri-domain specific AI capabilities to the
market connecting
prospective buyers and
sellers.

Vijay Kumar had tied the knot
in February this year and was
supposed to come back to his
native place in Hanumangarh in
Rajasthan for 10-15 days next
month.
But destiny willed otherwise,
said his father Om Prakash
Beniwal on Thursday after his
son was shot dead by terrorists
inside a bank in Kashmir's
Kulgam district.
Kumar's family members and
wife were in a deep shock when
they heard the news. His father
said Kumar had got married in
February this year. Kumar's
mortal remains will be brought
to his village on Friday, where
his last rites will be performed.

Jammu: In the wake of targeted killings of Kashmiri Pandit
and non-local government
employees in the Valley, hundreds of government employees took out a march on
Thursday to demand their
immediate transfer to their
respective home districts in
J&K's Jammu city.
The protesting Kashmiri Pandit
employees and others posted
in the Valley carried placards
with pictures of their colleague
Rajni Bala, school teacher who
was killed by terrorists at a
school in Kulgam district on
Tuesday.
The protesters demanded their
relocation to home districts in
various places of Jammu division.
The protesters said they will
not resume their duties as the
government has allegedly
failed to stop targeted killings
and provide a secure atmosphere to them.
Other protesters said they are
frustrated by the deteriorating
security situation as nobody,
including Muslims, Hindus and
Sikhs are safe in the Valley.

macro-economic factors hit companies, especially startups.
According to layoff aggregator layoffs.fyi, more than 15,000 tech workers
have lost their jobs this month, reports
TechCrunch.
Since March 2020 when the Covid19 pandemic started, more than 1.3
lakh employees have been laid off by
around 718 startups globally.
The new fund will invest in projects
that can extend the use cases of cryptocurrencies and drive the adoption of
Web3.0 and Blockchain technologies.

SECURITY COVER FOR 434
VVIPS TO BE RESTORED,
PUNJAB HC INFORMED
Chandigarh|Agencies

L

ess than a week after
the security cover for
434 VVIPs was either
temporarily withdrawn or
curtailed, the Punjab government on Thursday
informed the Punjab and
Haryana High Court that the
security will be restored
from June 7.
In less than 24 hours after
his security was curtailed,
singer-turned-actor-politician Sidhu Moosewala was
shot dead by gangsters close
to his ancestral village in
Mansa in broad daylight.
The government decision
on restoration of the security
came to light during the
resumed hearing before the
bench of Justice Raj Mohan
Singh.In a previous hearing,

Sonia tests Covid positive, will
appear before ED on June 8

Team Absolute|New Delhi

C

ongress president
Sonia Gandhi on
Thursday tested positive for Covid-19 infection.
"Congress President, Smt
Sonia Gandhi has been
meeting leaders & activists
over last week, some of
whom have been found
Covid positive. Congress
President had developed

Pandemic hinders efforts to achieve
universal energy access by 2030
Globally, 733 million people
lack access to electricity, and 2.4
billion still cook using fuels that
are harmful to their health and
the environment, according to
the report published on
Wednesday.
The findings are from the 2022
edition of 'Tracking SDG 7: The
Energy Progress Report', which
monitors global efforts to achieve
the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG 7) of ensuring affordable modern energy supply for
everyone by 2030.
The study was produced by UN
entities and partners, known as
the SDG 7 custodian agencies,
who urge governments and policymakers to step up action,
Xinhua news agency reported.

T

he Covid-19 pandemic has slowed
the progress towards universal
access to electricity and clean
cooking fuel and technology, according
to a UN-sponsored report.
The impacts of Covid-19 such as lockdowns and supply chain disruptions
have affected progress towards SDG 7.
Those countries that are most vulnerable have been hit hardest. In Asia and
Africa, nearly 90 million people who
previously had access to electricity cannot afford to pay for their basic energy
needs.

the court had asked the government to bring relevant
material in a sealed cover to
explain the basis on which it
had withdrawn or pruned
the security of the protectees.
The court was hearing a
petition filed by former
Deputy Chief Minister O.P.
Soni through counsel
Madhu Dayal. Soni sought
the quashing of order of decategorising his security
from "Z" and the withdrawal
of security personnel.

Africans remain the least electrified in
the world, with 568 million without
access to electricity. The percentage of
people without electricity in SubSaharan Africa rose from 71 per cent in
2018 to 77 per cent in 2020, while most
other regions declined.
Moreover, the progress in access to
clean cooking fuels and technologies,
particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa, wasn't enough to keep pace with population
growth. The report discovered that
renewable energy was the only energy
source that grew during the pandemic
despite continued disruptions in economic activity and supply chains.
Despite this, countries most in need
of electricity have been left behind -- a
situation exacerbated by the fact that
international financial flows declined for
the second consecutive year.
SDG 7 also includes targets towards
energy efficiency. The SDG 7 custodians
are IRENA and the International Energy
Agency, the UN Statistics Division, the
World Bank, and the WHO.

mild fever & Covid symptoms last evening. On testing, she has been found to
be Covid positive", said
Congress spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala in a
tweet. The report of Gandhi
testing positive for Covid
infection has come a day
after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) summoned
her and Rahul Gandhi in the
National Herald case. The
Congress president is scheduled to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate on
June 8.Surjewala, however,
said in another tweet that
the Congress president will
appear before the ED on
June 8, as informed earlier.

HARDIK PATEL
JOINS BJP
Gandhinagar: Hardik
Patel, who once levelled a
number of allegations
against the BJP government
and led the reservation
movement for patidars, on
Thursday joined the BJP
after resigning from the
Congress.
He donned the saffron
colour at a program held at
Kamalam, the BJP headquarters in Gandhinagar.
Addressing a press conference after joining the
BJP, Hardik Patel said "I
joined the party as a sepoy
in Narendrabhai's army,
just as a squirrel contributed to the construction
of Ramsetu. I am ready to
accept whatever responsibility party gives me. This is
my home coming. My
father used to help
Anandiben, the former
Chief Minister of Gujarat, as
much as he could and serve
the BJP," he said.

02

nation

Mumbai, Friday, June 3, 2022

PROHIBITORY ORDERS CLAMPED IN MANDYA Bhagwat calls for settling
AS JAMIA MASJID ROW FLARES UP
mosque dispute amicably
 Tehsildar of Srirangapatna has

MANDYA (KARNATAKA) | Agencies

clamped prohibitory orders in the
town from June 3 evening June 5
morning. During this period, no
procession, protest or yatra will
be allowed to take place.
 Built by Tipu Sultan in 1786-87,
Jamia mosque is also called as
Masjid-i-Ala and is located inside
the Srirangapatna fort. The
mosque has three inscriptions
that mention nine names of
Prophet Mohammad.
 The Narendra Modi Vichar Manch
organisation, which had made
submissions to the authorities for
survey of the mosque, said that
they strongly believe that Jamia
masjid was built after razing
down a Hanuman temple. They
quote B. Lewis Rice, a British historian, archaeologist and educationist, who in his report to the
Archaeological Survey of India in
1935, had mentioned about a
Hanuman temple on Page number 61.

A

NAGPUR | Agencies

uthorities in Karnataka are
on high alert as some
activists of Hindu organisations said that they will 'enter'
Jamia masjid in the historical
town of Srirangapatna in Mandya
district, on June 4 and perform
puja there.
Sri Ram Sena founder Pramod
Muthalik has announced that his
organisation would support
'Srirangapatna Chalo' call on June
4. "We urge to conduct survey of
masjid on lines of Gyanwapi
mosque," he said. The agitation
regarding loudspeakers would be
taken up in the second stage, he
said.
Hindu organisations have given
calls on social media and various
plaforms to participate in
Srirangapatna Chalo programme.
Large number of Hanuman
devotees are expected to gather in
the town and authorities are gearing up to manage the situation
without any untoward incident.
Sources explain that they are
waiting from the orders of the
government to handle thousands
of devotees who will try to enter
masjid and perform pooja.

R

The Vishwa Hindu Parishat
(VHP) and Bajarag Dal leaders
who are in the fore front of the
Srirangapatna Chalo movement
have maintained that since the
district authorities have not
responded to their request, they
are going ahead with their programme.
The district authorities have
already beefed up security in and

around the Jamia masjid.
Hindutva groups have also
sought nod from authorities to
conduct prayers in the mosque.
The issue has become a hot topic
on social media in the state.
The mosque authorities have
already made several appeals to
authorities to protect the Jamia
mosque from Hindu activists.

Not police, but gangster announces cash WOMAN RAPED BY FACEBOOK
reward for info on Moosewala's killers 'FRIEND' AT GURUGRAM HOTEL

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he murder of Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moosewala has infuriated inter-gang rivalries, as gangsters are now vowing to avenge the
late singer's death.
In a latest development, a
Haryana-based gangster has
announced a reward of Rs 5 lakh on
social media for information on the
killers of Moosewala.
Moosewala, 29, was brutally murdered on May 29 by assailants who
fired multiple rounds at him near his
native village in Punjab's Mansa district. He was rushed to a hospital
where the doctors declared him
brought dead. "It's a request to
everyone that if anyone has information about the killers of Moosewala,
Rs 5 lakh reward will be given for the
information and the name of the
informer will be kept secret," a post
on the Facebook page of gangster

Bhupi Rana read.
Rana is currently lodged in jail in
Karnal. On Wednesday, Delhi-based
Neeraj Bawana gang had threatened
to launch a retaliatory attack in the
wake of Moosewala's killing. The
gang had vowed to deliver results in
just two days. The message was
uploaded by a Facebook profile by
the name of 'Neeraj Bawana Delhi
NCR'. Neeraj Bawana is one of
Delhi's top gangsters, and is currently lodged in Tihar Jail.

Gurugram: A 28year-old woman was
allegedly raped by
her Facebook
"friend" in a hotel in
Gurugram, police
said on Thursday.
According to
police, the woman
befriended accused
Akshat Den three
years ago on the social networking site, following which the two started dating.Den
arrived in the city on May 29 and asked the
woman to meet him. He then took her to a
hotel in Sector-29.
The victim told the police, that after going
to a room, he initially offered her alcohol. The
woman claims she began to feel dizzy after
drinking it and was subsequently raped, the
police said.After she regained consciousness,
she went to the Sector 29 police station and
registered a rape case against the accused.

THE COUNTRY IS IN DANGER, SAYS KCR
HYDERABAD | Agencies

T

elangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Thursday said that India is
in a dangerous situation with the
politics of hate besieging it.
He voiced concern that there
is no other discussion or debate
in the country other than the
religious madness and that people's needs have taken a backseat.
In his speech at Telangana formation day celebrations, Rao
warned that "this hatred will take
the country back by 100 years".
He said it will take another 100
years for the country to recover
from this "terrible" situation.
KCR, as Rao is popularly
known, termed attempts to gain
political advantage out of communal conflicts a dangerous
agenda.
He said that when the coun-

tries, which attained freedom
along with India, are becoming
super powers, "we are still fighting over caste and religious differences".
He warned that if the destructive elements are allowed to have
their say, the unity of the country
will be endangered. If the vio-

lence continues there will not be
any new international investment and even the existing
investment may fly out. This may
also endanger survival of millions of expatriate Indians
employed in various countries,
he said.

ashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday appealed to the
people to settle the ongoing
Gyanvapi Mosque dispute
amicably, adding that if the
matter is not resolved
through dialogues, both the
parties should accept the
court verdict on the issue.
Speaking at the concluding
function of RSS workers'
training programme here,
Bhagwat said it is not appropriate to create controversy
every time, as he advised
Hindus to sit together with
their Muslim brethren and
resolve all disputes.
"If some people do not
agree and knock the doors of
the court of law, we should
honour the court verdict," he
asserted."Hindus had accepted the bifurcation of united
India that paved the way for a
Muslim country, Pakistan.
This means a good number
of Muslims who stayed back
in India and did not opt for

Pakistan are our brethren,"
the RSS chief said.
He also tried to distance
the RSS from different agitations, saying that the Sangh
was involved in the Ram
Mandir issue only, and not
any other such movement.
Bhagwat also said that it is
a historical fact Muslims

rulers had destroyed Hindu
religious places and constructed mosques.
On the international front,
Bhagwat admitted that India
could not do much when
Russia attacked Ukraine,
adding that even the mighty
China remained non-committal on the issue.

Abhishek Banerjee can go to Dubai
for treatment: Calcutta HC
KOLKATA | Agencies

T

he Calcutta High Court on
Thursday gave relief to Trinamool
Congress' national General
Secretary, Abhishek Banerjee and also a
jolt to the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), pertaining to the latter's probe on
coal smuggling case in West Bengal.
A single-judge bench of Justice Bibek
Chaudhuri overruled the objections
raised by the ED to Banerjee's trip to
Dubai for undergoing ophthalmological
treatment.
It approved Banerjee's trip to Dubai
for treatment from June 2 to June 10 and
also allowed his wife Rujira Narula to
accompany him. However, the court has
directed Banerjee to provide his air travel details, address and contact numbers
of the hotel that he will be staying at
Dubai, details of the hospital where he

6 WORKERS KILLED IN BLAST
AT CHEMICAL FACTORY IN
GUJARAT'S BHARUCH
New Delhi: Six workers were killed
in a blast at a chemical factory in
Gujarat's Bharuch district on Monday
(April 11, 2022), the police said.
The official informed that the incident took place around 3 am in the
unit located in Dahej industrial area,
some 235 km from Ahmedabad. The
blast triggered a fire at a chemical factory.
Bharuch Superintendent of Police
Leena Patil said, the six victims were
working near a reactor, which suddenly blew off during solvent distillation process. "The blast in the reactor
caused a fire in the factory.
All the six persons working near the
reactor died. The bodies were later
recovered and sent for postmortem.
The fire was also brought under control," she said. No one else was
injured in the incident, the official
said.

will undergo the treatment, and the
other treatment related documents to
the ED.Appearing for the agency,
Additional Solicitor General, M.V. Raju
said that Banerjee, while appealing to
the central agency for permission to
travel abroad, did not furnish his treat-

ment details, and the entire story of
medical treatment in Dubai appears to
be fake.
He also said out that the prime
accused in the coal smuggling case and
Trinamool Congress leader, Binay
Mishra is currently absconding and
allegedly hiding in Dubai.
Justice Chaudhuri then counter-questioned that if the ED is aware that
Mishra is in Dubai, then why the agency
officials not taken any step to bring
Mishra back from there?
Banerjee's counsel, Saptarshi Basu
gave counter-arguments that his client
had not concealed anything from the ED
and submitted all supporting documents.Finally, the court approved his
overseas trip for treatment. Justice
Chowdhury observed that Abhishek
Banerjee is not the prime accused in
coal and cattle smuggling cases.

6 suspended, 12 sent back for
wearing hijab in K'taka dist
DAKSHINA KANNADA | Agencies

A

uthorities in Dakshina Kannada district of
Karnataka on Thursday suspended 6 students for wearing hijab in spite of a series of
warnings. In another instance, 12 students were
sent back for wearing hijab while attending classes.
Six students of the Uppinangadi Government
Pre University College have been suspended for
repeatedly violating hijab guidelines. The principal
of the college took the decision to suspend the students after holding a meeting with college lecturers.
The 6 girl students were informed about the government order and the decision of the High Court
prohibiting wearing of hijab in classrooms.Though
the authorities of Mangaluru University College
near Hampanakatte have been sending back students wearing hijab, 16 girl students who came
wearing hijab on Thursday demanded that they
should be allowed to attend classes.The college
principal denied their entry into classrooms and
sent them back. The decision was taken in the

Syndicate meeting. The students had also gone to
the District Commissioner's office and had complained for not being allowed to attend classes
while wearing hijab.The DC had counselled them
to follow the rules of the government and the court
order. However, the students did not budge and
came to the college on Thursday wearing hijab.

against BJP minister, others in
Not bound to disclose why security clearance FIRAIIMS-Kalyani
recruitment scam
refused to Media One TV: Centre to SC
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Central government has told the
Supreme Court that refusal of security
clearance to Malayalam news channel
Media One was based on intelligence inputs
and in view of matters concerning national
security, it is not bound to disclose the reasons.
The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, in an affidavit, said: "It is submitted that in cases like the present wherein
the matter concerning national security is
involved, the petitioner company cannot
insist upon strict compliance with principles
of natural justice and the respondent is not
bound to disclose the reasons for denial of
security clearance to the petitioner company."
The government made it clear that the
renewal of permission of a TV channel is not
a matter of right of a company, but is granted upon fulfilment of certain eligibility conditions as envisaged in the policy guidelines.
"It is submitted that MHA (Ministry of
Home Affairs) has informed that the denial
of security clearance is based on intelligence
inputs, which are sensitive and secret in
nature. Therefore, as a matter of policy and

in the interest of the security of state and its
establishments, the MHA does not disclose
the reasons for denial," it added in the affidavit.
The affidavit said the MHA, under Section

124 of the Indian Evidence Act, seeks privilege over its secret files and prays to this
court that the contents of the files may not
be disclosed to the petitioners, as such a disclosure may have far-reaching and unimag-

inable consequences in so far as national
security is concerned.
The government said the reasons for
denial were already submitted before the
high court and the apex court, and if it were
asked to submit such a report again, then it
would be done in a sealed cover.
On March 15, the Supreme Court stayed
the Centre's ban on the Malayalam TV news
channel.
A bench headed by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said: "At the present stage, we
are of the view that a case for the grant of
interim relief has been made out on behalf
of the petitioners having due regard to the
contents of the files which have been
perused by the court."
The bench allowed the petitioners to continue operating the news and current affairs
TV channel the same basis on which the
channel was being operated immediately
prior to the revocation of the clearance.
On March 10, the Supreme Court issued
notice on a plea by Media One challenging
the Kerala High Court's March 2 order,
which upheld the Centre's decision to not
renew its telecast licence on national security grounds.

KOLKATA | Agencies

T

he Criminal
Investigation
Department (CID) of
the West Bengal police has
started a probe against two
BJP Lok Sabha members,
Jagannath Sarkar and
Subhash Sarkar -- also a
Union Minister, for allegedly
influencing recruitment at All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Kalyani in
Nadia district.
Subhash Sarkar is also the
Union Minister of State for
Education. BJP legislator
from Bankura assembly constituency, Niladri Sekhar
Dana has also been named in
the FIR.The CID has started

its investigation after filing an
FIR in this connection. In the
FIR, a total of seven accused
persons have been named.
Various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) like
criminal breach of trust,
teaching and acts done by
several persons in furtherance of common intention
have been incorporated in
the FIR filed by CID.
Sarkar has described the
development as the outcome
of vendetta politics of ruling
Trinamool Congress to divert
attention from and also
counter the ongoing CBI
enquiry in the WBSSC
recruitment irregularities
scam.
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Maharashtra ATS arrests man from J&K after CM Uddhav Thackeray convenes
nabbing Pune resident with alleged LeT links task force meeting as cases rise
On May 23, the state ATS had arrested Mohammed Junaid
Mohammed Ata, who had been working at the shop of a
scrap dealer in Pune's Dapodi.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

team of Maharashtra's Anti
Terrorism Squad (ATS) has arrested one more suspect from Jammu
and Kashmir in connection with the
case in which a 28-year-old man was
held from Pune for his alleged links
with banned terror outfit Lashkar-eToiba (LeT), officials said Thursday.
On May 23, the state ATS had arrested Mohammed Junaid Mohammed Ata,
who had been working at the shop of a
scrap dealer in Pune's Dapodi. The
investigators had at the time identified
three more alleged terror operatives
from Jammu and Kashmir who were
said to be in contact with Junaid either
directly or through phone-based messenger applications.
A senior official from the
Maharashtra ATS said that their team,
which had gone to Jammu and Kashmir

in connection with their probe, has
arrested a suspect identified as Aftab
Shah from the northern state's Kishtwar
area. Along with Shah, the ATS had
named Hamidullah Zargar from
Kulgam and Omar as wanted persons in
the case.
"The team took Shah's transit remand
from a court in Kishtwar on Wednesday
and will reach Pune by tonight
(Thursday night). He will be produced
before a court in Pune on Friday, where
we will seek his police custody," an official from the ATS said.
After Junaid's arrest, the agency had
said that it is mainly probing his and the
involvement of three others in funding,
recruitment and procurement of arms
and ammunition for the LeT as well as
arms training for other operatives.
Following Junaid's arrest, among various digital leads that the Maharashtra
ATS is probing are at least five Facebook

accounts which were used to communicate with the youth and encourage
them to join the banned outfit by instigating communal sentiments.
ATS sleuths have claimed that they
have investigated a messenger based
group, Ansar Gazawat-ul Hind
Tawheed, formed by Zargar in which
several anti-national terror activities
were discussed and planned since 2021
and the members were allegedly brainwashed. Junaid, who was part of the
group, was in direct contact with Zargar,
Shah, and Omar. Their probe has also
revealed that Junaid had received two
transfers of Rs 5,000 each from them.
Officials said Ansar Gazawat-ul Hind
is the name of a faction known to have
affiliations to Al Qaeda. The LeT is
known to have links with the faction.
Officials said that whether suspects
have had any links to the faction Ansar
Gazawat-ul Hind was being probed.

 MUMBAI WITNESSED THE
HIGHEST SINGLE-DAY JUMP
IN 116 DAYS ON
WEDNESDAY
AFTER 739
PEOPLE TESTED POSITIVE
FOR COVID-19.
THE CITY'S
TEST POSITIVITY RATE (TPR)
ALSO TOUCHED
8.4 PER CENT THE HIGHEST
SINCE
FEBRUARY
THIS YEAR.

DEATH PENALTY FOR SAKINAKA RAPE-CUM-MURDER CONVICT
Seven months after Mumbai was shaken by the brutal rape-cum-murder of a
32-year old woman at Sakinaka, a
Mumbai Court on Thursday sentenced
the sole accused to 'death', here on
Thursday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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even months after Mumbai was shaken by the
brutal rape-cum-murder of a 32-year old
woman at Sakinaka, a Mumbai Court on
Thursday sentenced the sole accused to 'death',
here on Thursday.
Dindoshi Sessions Court Additional Sessions
Judge H.C. Shende delivered the death verdict to
Mohan Chauhan, 45, for the heinous offence that
was compared with the Nirbhaya case of Delhi for
its sheer brutality.
Earlier on Monday, ASJ Shende had pronounced
the 'guilty' verdict on Chauhan, hailing from
Jaunpur in Uttar Pradesh, and after hearing the
arguments between the prosecution and defence
on the quantum of sentence, sealed the death
penalty. The rape-cum-murder took place late on
September 10, 2021 at in the Khairani Road area of
Sakinaka, deserted at that hour, rattling the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government.
Chauhan had pounced on the victim, raped and
brutalised inside an open tempo parked near the
Rashid Compound off the Chandivali Studios. After

the rape, he shoved an iron rod inside the woman's
private parts, rupturing her intestine and other
vitals before decamping from there. Bleeding profusely from her grievous injuries, the woman lay
helpless even as a local watchman alerted the
Mumbai Police Control Room alerting them of the
crime. A police team was rushed to the spot within
10 minutes and rushed her to the BMC's Rajawadi
Hospital where she succumbed after a 33-hour battle for life.Following the uproar, the Mumbai Police
swung into action and managed to nab the accused
Chauhan from his hideout the next day and booked
him under various sections of Indian Penal Code
and Scheduled Caste & Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
The case was probed by Assistant Commissioner
of Police Jyotsna Rasam as the head of a SIT, with
Police Inspector Dattatray Dhume and Assistant
Police Inspector Mahesh Sangle helping her.
During the investigation, the police recorded

statements of 77 witnesses, including some relatives and acquaintances of Chauhan, and filed a
345-page chargesheet on September 28, within 18
days of the incident.The trial saw Special Public
Prosecutor Raja Thakare and Advocate Mahesh
Mule directing the police charge and Chauhan was
defended by lawyer Kalpana Waskar.
As many as 37 witnesses were examined during
the main trial and the prosecution also relied on
CCTV footage which captured the crime.
ASJ Shende found Chauhan guilty on all charges
and terming the act as 'gruesome', pronounced the
capital punishment today.
Chauhan, who was present in the courtroom,
interrupted the proceedings several times accusing
the police of fabricating the case and framing him,
for which the judge reprimanded him.
His lawyer Waskar appealed for leniency arguing
that the case could not be compared with the
Nirbhaya case of Delhi which was a gang-rape, and
pointed out that it did not fall in the category of the
'rarest of rare' to warrant the death sentence, pleading that he (Chauhan) should be given a change to
reform.It maybe recalled that the incident had triggered a letter-war between Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari and Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on
the alleged failing 'law-and-order' situation in
Maharashtra.
Similarly, the Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
slammed the MVA government of Shiv SenaNationalist Congress Party-Congress for failing to
protect women in the state.

CBI files charge-sheet in Rs 100 cr
YES BANK-DHFL FRAUD CASE: ED
extortion case involving Anil Deshmukh NOTICE TO PUNE BUSINESSMAN
The Central Bureau
TO VACATE HOUSE
deployed in the security of
of Investigation
(CBI) on Thursday
filed a charge-sheet
running into over 49
pages in connection
with a Rs 100 crore
extortion case
involving former
Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil
Deshmukh, exMumbai top cop
Param Bir Singh and
others.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Thursday filed a chargesheet running into over 49
pages in connection with a Rs

100 crore extortion case
involving former Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh, ex-Mumbai top
cop Param Bir Singh and others.The CBI had in March got
the permission from a special
Mumbai court to record the
statement of Deshmukh. The
CBI sleuths subsequently visited the Arthur Road Jail and
recorded Deshmukh's statement on March 3, 4 and 5.
The CBI also recorded the
statements of seven other persons in connection with the
case, who were reportedly

Deshmukh.Singh had
accused Deshmukh of forcing
him to collect Rs 100 crore
every month from bars and
restaurants in Mumbai. He
levelled these allegations after
he was removed from the
police commissioner's post.
Deshmukh had denied all
allegations levelled against
him.On April 21, 2021, the
CBI had filed an FIR against
Deshmukh and had initiated
a probe. Sources said that
Deshmukh's financial transactions of the last three years
are under scanner.
On November 1, 2021,
Deshmukh was placed under
arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in connection with a Rs 100 crore
money laundering case pertaining to alleged posting and
transfer of officials.

New Delhi:The Enforcement Directorate has
issued a notice to businessman Avinash
Bhosale, who was recently arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in connection with a money laundering case.The 61year-old businessman has been directed to
vacate his Pune-based residential property.
Last year, the probe agency had attached it
last year but Bhosale refused to leave.Bhosale
was arrested on May 26 in connection with an
alleged corruption case pertaining to Yes Bank
and Dewan Housing Finance Corporation
Limited (DHFL). He was sent to CBI's custody
till June 8.After arrest, Bhosale was taken to
Delhi for further interrogation.
He has been accused of routing ill-gotten
money through his Maharashtra-based real
estate companies.
In 2018, Bhosale had received around Rs
68.82 crore from DHFL and called it consultancy charges. The probe agency has claimed that
Bhosale didn't provide any consultancy service
to DHFL and the money received by him was
nothing but an alleged proceed of crime.

M

jumbo field hospitals to be vigilant in view of
the significant rise in cases over the past few
weeks.The civic body officials said they are
expecting a further increase in daily infection
rates as well as in the number of symptomatic
patients.Meanwhile, Maharashtra health minister Rajesh Tope said that vaccination against
Covid-19 will be prioritised. "We are seeing a
surge in Mumbai, Thane and Pune. However,
there are hardly any hospitalisations. This is
because we have been successful in our vaccination programme," he added.

Face masks mandate likely to
come back amid Covid spike
Maharashtra on Wednesday
recorded 1,081 cases of the infection, the highest daily rise after 24
February, which took the overall
tally to 78,88,167, while the death
toll is 1,47,860
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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f the Covid-19 cases in Maharashtra continue to spike, the state government will
be forced to make face masks mandatory
again, said minister Ajit Pawar.
"The use of face masks will have to be
made mandatory if the number of coronavirus cases continues to grow," said Pawar.
He said the state government and its
administrative machinery were keeping a
vigil to ensure things don't go out of hand.
This comes as Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray has called a meeting of
the Covid-19 task force on Thursday to
review the situation. This comes as
Maharashtra on Wednesday recorded 1,081
cases of the infection, the highest daily rise
after 24 February, which took the overall tally
to 78,88,167, while the death toll is
1,47,860.On Tuesday, the state had reported
711 cases.Maharashtra's active tally of cases

 THE MOVE FROM
THE STATE WILL
SAVE CITIZENS'
PHYSICAL VISITS
TO RTOS FOR SIX
MAJOR DOCUMENTS PROCURED
FROM THESE
OFFICES. THE
SERVICES WILL BE
AVAILABLE WITH
IMMEDIATE
EFFECT.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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he Uddhave Thackeray-led
Maharashtra government
on Thursday launched
'Faceless Regional Transport

The Maharashtra government received Rs 14,145 crore
from the Centre as GST compensation payable to the state.
aharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar said Wednesday that the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) dues
received from the Centre will be used to carry
out development work and managing the
finances to run the state government.
The Centre said on Tuesday it had released
Rs 86,912 crore, including Rs 14,145 crore to
Maharashtra, as GST compensation payable
to 21 states across the country till May 31,
2022.
"The GST compensation funds would be
utilised for developmental works undertaken
by the state government. There are schemes
which are undertaken to reach out to the
needy and poor which would require funds,"
said Pawar.Responding to reporters earlier on

M

aharashtra chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray has convened a meeting of
the Covid-19 task force later in the day
in wake of rising cases in the western state,
news agency ANI reported on Thursday. This
comes after Maharashtra recorded as many as
1,081 fresh Covid-19 infections on Wednesday,
up from 711 logged the day before.
The capital city of Mumbai witnessed the
highest single-day jump in 116 days after 739
people tested positive for the virus on
Wednesday. Furthermore, the city's test positivity rate (TPR) touched 8.4 per cent - the
highest since February this year.
The state did not report any fresh fatality on
Wednesday, an improvement from the preceding day when one patient succumbed to
Covid-19. Fresh recoveries also showed
improvement as a total of 524 people recuperated from the virus, up from 366 the day
before. At present, the total number of recovered patients from Covid-19 in Maharashtra
stands at 77,36,275, according to health bulletin data.
On Wednesday, Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) commissioner Iqbal Singh
Chahal directed officials to intensify testing for
Covid-19 on a war footing and ask the staff of

now stands at 4,032. Nandurbar, Dhule, Latur,
Parbhani, Akola, Buldhana and Gondia have
zero active cases.
The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on Wednesday said that
testing for coronavirus will be ramped up in
Mumbai as the test positivity rate in
Maharashtra capital has jumped to 6%.
The Mumbai civic body warned saying that
daily new Covid-19 cases have tremendously
increased in the city. "With monsoon around
the corner, we will now see a rapid rise in
symptomatic cases," said the BMC.
BMC Commissioner Iqbal Singh Chahal, in
a message, directed the BMC officials to conduct the Covid-19 testing in Mumbai on a
war-footing, ensure adequate staff at jumbo
field hospitals and to keep them on alert.

Maharashtra Launches 'Faceless Regional Transport
Offices' To Offer Driving License, RC, NOC Online

MAHARASHTRA GOVT WILL USE GST COMPENSATION AMOUNT
FROM CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT WORKS: AJIT PAWAR
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

whether the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government will curtain the tax on petrol and
diesel now as it has received the GST dues,
Pawar said these are not linked. Commenting
on petrol and diesel prices he said, "The state
government has already reduced the petrol
prices by a little over Rs 2 per litre and diesel
by Rs 1.45 per litre."
The state government is not going to divert
GST compensation to offset the financial burden due to VAT reduction in petrol and diesel
which was already implemented recently, he
said. The GST amount will be used to fulfil the
various development projects committed in
the Maharashtra budget 2022-23, he added.
"The GST amount of Rs 14,145 crore
received from the Centre was part of the compensation. The Centre still owes the state Rs
12,355 crore."

Offices' (RTOs) to help citizens
avail facilities linked to the transportation sector in the online
mode. The move has also been
taken to save paper and speed-up
the process. It will save citizens'
physical visits to RTOs for six
major documents procured from
these offices. The services will be
available with immediate effect.
"Through this arrangement,
driving licenses and several other
services will be available to people who need not physically make
the rounds of RTOs," said the
Minister of State for Transport,
Satej Patil, who inaugurated the
initiative. "People would need to
have their Aadhaar numbers
linked to their mobile phones to
be part of the 'Faceless RTO'
scheme," he added.
"The applicant will have to
enroll himself through Aadhar
number verification using OTP
sent on the registered mobile
number. After verification from

the Aadhar portal, the application will be processed. Six important services will be made available online. The applicants will
not have to come to RTOs for the
same," Patil said.
"People can apply online sitting at home and save crucial
time. Licenses or registration certificates will be sent to the applicant by post. Besides, there will
be no need to take copies of documents," the minister added. The
six documents that will be provided are Secondary Registration
Certificate, No Objection
Certificate, Change of Address on
Registration Certificate, Renewal
of Driving License, Change of
Address on License and Renewal
of License.This faceless platform
will save paper since 18-20 lakh
applications are received annually, and will also bring about
transparency, pace and provide
an environment-friendly interface.

Maharashtra warns of strict action against
dealers, makers of modified e-bikes
E-bikes with less
than 25 kmph speed
that don't require
registration are
being run at higher
speed after making
some modifications.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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aharashtra
Minister Anil
Parab on
Thursday warned that
strict action will be taken
against e-bike dealers and
manufacturers who sell
two-wheelers after making
illegal alterations.
Speaking to reporters
here, Parab said RTO officials in Maharashtra had
already checked over 2,000
vehicles and action has
been taken against many
of them.
Deputy Chief Minister

Ajit Pawar had called a
meeting about the e-bikes
issue earlier in the day, in
which it was decided that
strict action will be taken
against dealers and manufacturers of modified ebikes, he said.
"No violation of the rule
will be tolerated if you
want to run these (lowspeed e-bikes)," Parab
said.
E-bikes with less than 25
kmph speed that don't
require registration are
being run at higher speed
after making some modifications.
E-bikes do not require a
permit, licence and helmet. Low speed e-bikes
are generally considered a
substitute for bicycles, but
there were several complaints that they were run
at a high speed, Parab
said.
A fine of Rs 1 lakh was

imposed on dealers for
selling e-vehicles that are
illegally modified, while
manufacturers are fined Rs
100 crore for making such
two-wheelers, he said.
If e-bikes are parked
haphazardly on roads, the
police will tow these vehicles and action will be
taken against owners for
obstructing traffic, Parab
added.
Meanwhile, a transport
department official said
Maharashtra has around
93,000 registered electric
bikes among over one lakh
e-vehicles.
RTO offices across the
state have launched a
drive against e-bikes that
are violating rules.
According RTO sources,
they have checked over
2,200 e-bikes during the
drive so far, of which more
than 600 bikes have been
found violating the rule.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Does Congress lack strategy to
counter anti Patidar narrative?

T

he Congress is lacking strategy to
counter the anti-Patidar narratives created against the party, think political
analysts and even some party leaders. They
said this is the party that was once led by
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel from 1921 to 1946
as state president, In 1964, Anand's
Maganbhai Patel, a Lueva Patel, from 196267, Tribhovan Patel. Chief Minister
Chimanbhai Patel was also Patidar, but
today the party is termed as anti-Patidar, it's
Patidar leaders have failed to defend the
party, Congress leaders feel. Veteran
Gandhian and political analyst Manibhai
Patel remembers till early and mid eighties,
Congress' image was -- 'party for all', but
since the 'KHAM' (Kshatriya, Harijan,
Adivasi and Muslims) strategy was implemented by late Madhavsinh Solanki, the
story is retold that Congress is doing injustice
to Patidars. Now, it is deep rooted in the
minds of new generation Patidars, though
party is giving equal importance to them in
ticket allocation, and in the appointment in
the organisation, but failing to market it. He
cited two recent examples -- how does the
BJP play out its Patidar strategy, since the
rumours are out that Leuva Patel leader
Naresh Patel may join the Congress. Leuva
Patel leaders were in limelight in the BJP
event on March 11. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed Sarpanchs at the
GMDC ground in Ahmedabad, Leuva
Patidar leader Narhari Amin was sharing
the stage, who had nothing to do with
Panchayati Raj. Last week, a cooperative
sector convention was addressed by the
Prime Minister in Gandhinagar, next to him
on the stage was Union Health Minister and
Leuva Patidar leader Mansukh Mandavia,
who had nothing to do with Cooperative
sector, this is how cleverly BJP is positioning
itself as party giving importance to Patidars.
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'GUNS, GUTS, GLORY', PUNJABIS
DON'T WANT THIS STEREOTYPE
Sukant Deepak

T

he murder of hip-hop
artist Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, better known as
Sidhu Moosewala, has
raged a storm on social
media. The 28-year-old singer who
released around 60 singles in his
career of five years, and seldom
managed to stay away from controversy, including court cases when
in 2020, he was booked for firing at
a police range, and his song 'Sanju'.
Everyone suddenly wants to perform a postmortem on his work -how it has become representational of every vice the contemporary
Punjabi entertainment industry is
plagued with, how he was the true
representative of the 'street culture'
or how he had foretold his own
death. But more importantly, the
singer's death, who had more than
eight million followers on
Instagram and more than a million
on Facebook has again ignited a
debate in Punjab on the relationship between guns, masculinity,
patriarchy and the display of
wealth in the this region's society
plagued by multiple fault lines.
Sociologist Rajesh Gill feels that
so immense is the popularity of
such songs, that even established
singers have had to change paths
and joined the bandwagon, something she says much about the
audience's taste here. "Why are we
blaming the singers and filmmakers alone for such lyrics, videos and
content? It has become virtually
impossible for them to survive in
the music industry if their numbers
do not have the combination of
guns, machismo, alcohol and girls.
In fact, several women singers who
have come up in Punjab are toeing
the line. This surprises me no end.
But we surely need to look at ourselves. Why is there such a huge
digestive ability when it comes to
violence and glorification of the

gang culture? Yes, people do seem
to be getting a huge kick by this
kind of content. But then, Punjab
has always been a patriarchal society, obsessed with masculinity. The
audience loves it, from both genders..."
Stressing that the glorification of
weapons in Moosewala's work
should be seen just as a tool, like
many other elements that he uses
in his video renditions, theatre
director Neelam Mansingh
Chowdhry, recipient of the Padma
Shri honour, says that it is important not to see everything with an
urban lens.
"That cannot be the gauge. We
are talking about a very different
space here. Now you also have a
major Sikh religious leader saying
that every Sikh should have a
licensed weapon. In pastoral societies, weapons have always been
integral. Also, when filmmaker
Quentin Tarantino uses violence, it
becomes an artistic tool and
metaphor, and when Moosewala's
videos do that, it is glorification? I
have been seeing his work ever
since the news came in, and for
me, what is most striking is the fact
that he was talking about death in
his work as if he had a premonition
-- the images of pyres and
coffins..."
Adding that it is convenient for
the mainstream media to 'slot' an
entire region's entertainment
industry in a binary, the Sangeet
Natak Akademi awardee adds:
"What about the numerous films
and serials on gangsters from Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan? Why not
look at all layers and contrasts.
Anyway, it was such a gross error
by the ruling state government to
publicise the fact that his security
had been withdrawn."
Documentary filmmaker Daljit
Ami, who frequently writes on dif-

ferent facets of the Punjabi society
in national and international publications opines that he does not see
much difference between the
Punjabi entertainment industry
and those from other regions when
it comes to violence.
"This debate will forever go on -violence, drugs, the portrayal of
women, the culture of display.
Every major movement anywhere
has been against vulgar display, be
it the Sufi or Bhakti movements.
But in every society, those of an
impressionable age do get fascinated. Also, are mainstream South
Indian films any different? While
we may consider someone wearing
a dhoti very cultured, out there,
they fight wearing that. The scale
and mode of violence may be different. This debate in Punjab takes
place every time with a new set of
people. But every society has to go
through its basic streaks. New
media has definitely added to the
volume. Now you have Facebook
and Twitter to amplify everything.
Let us not forget that in one stroke,
violence brings a spectacle, it
becomes a facade of the society
owing to that very spectacle.
Precisely why the tendency to call
it representative. That is the reason
that serious filmmakers like Anup
Singh, Gurvinder Singh, Jatinder
Mauhar and Rajeev Kumar will

never be asserted as 'representatives' of Punjab. It is only those who
succeed in bringing a spectacle, no
matter how gory become that
('representatives')."
For National award-winning
filmmaker Rajeev Kumar,
Moosewala's death is extremely
tragic and unfortunate, but he
questions: "When you promote
violence, how do you justify that it
does not happen to you, or someone else? Also, what is the justification for glorifying gangsters who
may be one cent in society? Why
not the 10 per cent who are struggling to bring a change? So, it ultimately boils down to money
because talking about that one per
cent attracts people, right? I fail to
understand the reason we are criticising the government's move to
take back his security and that of
many others? Of course, the fact
should not have been publicised,
and there are many other issues for
which the state government should
be questioned. But all these rich
artists can easily afford private
security, just like celebrities do
across the world."
During the height of militancy in
Punjab in 1988, another Punjabi
singer and lyricist Chamkila was
gunned
down by
Khalistani

militants in Mehsampur. His work
was influenced by the Punjabi rural
life and he commonly wrote songs
about extra-marital relationships,
coming of age, drinking drug use,
and the volatile temper of Punjabi
men. His detractors regarded his
music as obscene.
Filmmaker Kabir Singh
Chowdhry made an award-winning film titled 'Mehsampur'
revolving around an independent
filmmaker travelling through the
heart of Punjab to make a documentary on Chamkila.
He tells correspondent:
"Moosewala's death is tragic to the
core. Such a prolific young man
who ascertained a livelihood for a
large number of people. He did not
divorce his roots. Despite being
such a success, he stayed in his village and did not shift to Mumbai,
Delhi or Chandigarh. So many
people are doing rap, but his level
was just different. As far as all the
talk about the Punjabi entertainment industry goes, Punjabi songs
have become so mainstream and
almost integral to the Hindi film
industry that everyone loves having
a debate and passing sweeping
statements."

international

MOODY'S DOWNGRADES PAKISTAN'S OUTLOOK RUSSIAN TROOPS CONTROL Russia trying to break Ukraine's defence
in eastern region from all directions
CITING 'HEIGHTENED EXTERNAL VULNERABILITY' ABOUT 20% OF UKRAINE'S
Islamabad|Agencies
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oody's Investor
Service on
Thursday downgraded Pakistan's outlook
from stable to negative, citing "heightened external
vulnerability" and uncertainty around securing
external financing to meet
the country's needs.
"The decision to change
the outlook to negative is
driven by Pakistan's heightened external vulnerability
risk and uncertainty around
the sovereign's ability to
secure additional external
financing to meet its needs.
Moody's assesses that
Pakistan's external vulnerability risk has been amplified by rising inflation,
which puts downward pressure on the current account,
the currency and already
thin foreign exchange
reserves, especially in the

context of heightened political and social risk," the
statement said.
It added that the country's
"weak institutions and governance strength" had
added uncertainty around
the future direction of
macroeconomic policy,
including whether Pakistan
would complete the
International Monetary
Fund's (IMF) Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) programme and maintain a
credible policy path that
supports further financing,
Dawn reported. Explaining
the decision to affirm the B3
rating, Moody's said it

S KOREAN PREZ LIKELY TO VISIT
SPAIN FOR FIRST OVERSEAS TRIP
Seoul: South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol is likely
to visit Spain later this month to attend a NATO summit
in what would be his first overseas trip after assuming
office last month, officials said on Thursday.
Yoon is considering attending the summit of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Madrid on June
29 and 30. "An advance team consisting of protocol and
security service officials is currently on location where
the NATO summit will be held," an official at the presidential office told Yonhap News Agency.
Though South Korea is not a NATO member, the
President could use his participation in the summit to
demonstrate solidarity with the US and European
nations in their opposition to Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.
Yoon's attendance will also likely underscore his
administration's commitment to strengthening ties with
Washington in the wake of his summit with US President
Joe Biden in Seoul on May 21.An official at the presidential National Security Office said Yoon's attendance has
not been finalised, as there are several factors that need
to be considered, such as which other countries are participating. No other countries are currently under consideration as part of Yoon's first trip overseas, the official
added. The NATO summit could set the stage for a series
of bilateral and multilateral meetings for Yoon, including
a possible summit with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and a trilateral summit with Kishida and Biden.

assumed that Pakistan
would conclude its seventh
review under the IMF EFF
programme by the second
half of this calendar year
and would maintain its
engagement with the Fund,
leading to additional financing from other bilateral and
multilateral partners.
"Moody's assesses that
Pakistan will be able to close
its financing gap for the next
couple of years. The B3 rating also incorporates
Moody's assessment of the
scale of Pakistan's economy
and robust growth potential,
which will provide the economy with some capacity to
absorb shocks.
"These credit strengths
are balanced against
Pakistan's fragile external
payments position, weak
governance and very weak
fiscal strength, including
very weak debt affordability," the statement said.

TERRITORY: ZELENSKY

Kiev|Agencies

Kiev:President Volodymyr Zelensky has stated that Russian troops now control almost 20
per cent of Ukraine's territory, but the
"Ukrainian defence forces have liberated 1,017
localities since the beginning of the full-scale
invasion".
"Russian troops invaded 3,620 populated
localities of Ukraine. 1,017 of them have already
been liberated, another 2,603 need to be liberated. As of today, about 20 per cent of our territory is controlled by the occupiers, almost 125,000
square km. It is much more than the area of all
Benelux countries combined," Zelensky said in
his address to politicians and the people of
Luxembourg, Ukrinform news agency reported.
At the same time, the President noted that
Russia had launched the war against Ukraine
eight years ago. From 2014 to February 24, 2022,
Russia controlled almost 43,000 square km of
Ukraine's territory - Crimea and a third of
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Zelensky added
that currently about 300,000 square km of
Ukraine's territory are contaminated with mines
and unexploded ordnance. "Moreover, 12 million Ukrainians have become internally displaced persons and more than 5 million, mostly
women and children, have left the country."

he situation in Ukraine's
eastern Luhansk region
"remains difficult because
the Russian army is trying to break
through our defence line from all
directions," regional head Serhiy
Haidai has said, media reports
said.
Haidai told a Ukraine TV channel on Thursday morning that the
main goal of the Russians was the
city of Severodonetsk, BBC reported. "But they had no success there
overnight. They are controlling
most of the city but not the whole
of the city," as they claimed earlier,
added Haidai.
"Fighting continues, and yesterday our boys carried out counterattacks, pushing back the enemy
on some streets and taking several
prisoners," he said.
Haidai also said that Russian
troops - who are also trying to
push on to Severodonetsk's twin
city of Lysychansk - are suffering
heavy losses to personnel and

T

armoury, but are bringing reinforcements from other battlefields,
BBC reported. He described the
territory still under Ukrainian control believed to be about 5 per
cent of the Luhansk region - as a
"fortress".Severodonetsk and
Lysychansk - the twin cities on
either side of the Siverskyi Donets
river - are the easternmost cities
still in Ukrainian hands.
Lysychansk is on the right bank of
the river, which served as a natural
barrier so far, halting the Russian
advance. Russia already controls
most of Severodanetsk, where

DENMARK VOTES TO JOIN EU DEFENCE PACT

Shehbaz livid as Imran says
Pakistan will split into three

Copenhagen|Agencies

Islamabad|Agencies

enmark has voted to join the
European Union's (EU) defence
pact and scrap its 30-year-old
opt-out from the bloc's common security and defence policies.
In a referendum held on Wednesday,
a vast majority, or 66.9 per cent, of
Danish citizens, have voted for the
move, according to the preliminary
results from Statistics Denmark.
This will give the Nordic country a
seat at the EU table to discuss military
cooperation.
The vote occurred with a turnout of
65.76 per cent of the 4,260,944 electoral
roll. "I believe that it is the right thing for
Europe and for Denmark and our
future," said Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen after casting her ballot earlier in the day, believing that Denmark
may be more united than ever on EU
policy. Due to the defence opt-out,
Denmark could not participate in EU
military operations or cooperation on
the development and acquisition of military capabilities within the bloc's
framework. Furthermore, the country

P

D

was not obligated to provide military
support or supplies to EU-led efforts in
conflict zones, nor to participate in any
operational decisions or planning.
In March, the Danish Parliament
decided to hold on June 1 the referendum, part of a new multi-party agree-

ment on defence, amid mounting concerns over the Russia-Ukraine war.
In addition, Denmark aims to meet
NATO countries' target defence spending of 2 per cent of GDP by 2033, with
efforts starting to be made in 2024,
according to the agreement.

fierce street fighting has been raging for days. Ukrainian officials
have not ruled out withdrawing
from the city to the more-strategically positioned Lysychansk, BBC
reported.If Russian forces seize the
two cities, they would then control
all of the eastern Luhansk
region.After a series of military
defeats in the first few weeks of the
war around the Ukrainian capital
Kiev and in the north-east, Russia
declared it would focus on capturing Luhansk and the neighbouring
Donetsk region - collectively
known as Donbas.

akistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday hit back at
his ousted predecessor
Imran Khan for making
"naked threats against the
country".
In an interview, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman warned
that if the establishment did
not take the right decision
then the country would
split into three and quoted
that as his reason for "putting pressure" on the powers that be, The Express
Tribune reported.
In a reference to the
interview, Sharif, who is on
a three-day visit to Turkey,
asked Khan to rein his
threats in and called him
"unfit" to hold any public
office.
"Do your politics but
don't dare to cross limits
and talk about division of

Pakistan," he warned.
In an interview with Bol
TV, Khan had said: "If the
establishment doesn't make
the right decisions then I
can assure in writing that
they and the army will be
destroyed because what will
become of the country if it
goes bankrupt.
"Pakistan is going
towards a default. If that
happens then which institution will be (worst) hit?
The army. After it is hit,
what concession will be
taken from us?
Denuclearisation.
"If the right decisions
aren't made at this time
then the country is going
towards suicide."
"Indian think tanks
abroad are mulling to separate Balochistan, they have
plans, this is why I am putting pressure," the ousted
premier said, without mentioning who he is pressuring.
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CADRE FIRST,
LEADERS'
KIN LATER

KEN-BETWA PROJECT

INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE
MANAGEMENT PLAN PREPARED K

NADDA UNDERLINES BJP'S TICKET
MANTRA IN MADHYA PRADESH

Karyakarta (party workers) come before politicians' children,' will be the
mantra of the ruling BJP for the upcoming elections in Madhya Pradesh.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

 THE FINAL REPORT OF
INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR
GREATER PANNA
LANDSCAPE IN CONNECTION WITH THE KENBETWA RIVER LINK
PROJECT WAS RELEASED
ON THURSDAY.
Team Absolute |New Delhi

he final report of Integrated
Landscape Management Plan
for Greater Panna Landscape in
connection with the Ken-Betwa River
Link Project was released on
Thursday. "The Integrated Landscape
Management Plan provides for better
habitat protection, and management
of flagship species such as tigers, vultures, and gharial. It will help to holistically consolidate the landscape for
biodiversity conservation and human
well-being, especially forest dependent communities.
"It is expected to enhance tiger carrying capacity in the landscape by
strengthening connectivity with the
Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary and the
Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuary in
Madhya Pradesh and Ranipur
Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh,"
said an official from the Jal Shakti
Ministry. The Ken-Betwa Link Project
was approved by the Centre in
December 2021 for implementation

T

following the signing of an agreement
on March 22, 2021 between the
Union Minister of Jal Shakti and the
Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
This is the first major centrally driven river interlinking project in the
country to implement what the government terms as "the vision of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee to carry water from areas
that have surpluses to drought prone
and water deficit areas, through the
interlinking of rivers".
Prepared by the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), the Integrated Landscape
Management Plan was released by
Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, Department
of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation,

CM EXPRESSES GRIEF, ANNOUNCES EX-GRATIA

One dead, two missing after
boat capsizes in Rewa

 Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the tragic incidence in that
one died while two others are reportedly missing
after a rowboat carrying six people overturned in
a river in Madhya Pradesh's Rewa district. The
incident occurred in Teonthar area, around 80 km
from district headquarters.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

ne died while two others are reportedly
missing after a rowboat carrying six people overturned in a river in Madhya
Pradesh's Rewa district. The
incident occurred in
Teonthar area, around 80 km
from district headquarters.
The police said that a rowboat carrying as many as six
persons capsized in Tamas
river located in Teonthar area
of the district on Wednesday
evening. The local police
rushed to the spot soon after
recieving the information
about the incident and learnt
that six people had drowned
in the river.
Three out six were rescued
by locals while divers
(Gotakhor) were deployed to
search for those who
drowned. After continuous
efforts for hours, the body of
a 19-year-old boy was recovered on Thursday morning,
police said. Two persons
were still missing.
The deceased was identified as Satyam Kewat, a local
resident. "A team of drivers of

O

the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) was on its way
to Rewa from Jabalpur to join
the operation to trace the two
missing persons," police said.
Meanwhile, district collector Manoj Pushp has
announced a monetary aid of
Rs 4 lakh to the victim, a
statement said.
Locals often use boats to
cross Tamas river to reach villages located either side of
the river. Tamas river is a
major source of water for irrigation in Tenothar area.
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the tragic
death of one person and two
others feared drowned in the
boat accident in Tamas river
of Atraila area of Rewa district. Chouhan has prayed to
God to grant peace to the
departed soul and strength to
the family members to bear
the loss.
Chouhan has directed the
district administration to provide assistance of Rs. 4 lakh
each to the next of kin of the
deceased. The search operation is going on by the district
administration and divers.

under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Officials from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change too were present on the occasion.
The project team led by K Ramesh,
scientist at the WII, carried out extensive field work by using advanced scientific tools and techniques, analysed
the data and came up with detailed
site-specific inputs for the implementation of the proposed activities.
Earlier the Expert Appraisal
Committee on River Valley Project
(EAC) of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change had required the landscape
management plan and said that the
environmental clearance (EC) cannot
be given till it is ready and scrutinised
by the EAC. That team had refused

We Plant Life by Planting Saplings: CM
Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that I had taken a
pledge to plant saplings every
day. This resolution has now
turned into a campaign. Now
every day some social organisation or institution working
in the field of environment
plants trees with me.
This plantation activity is
basically an effort to save the
earth. We plant life by planting trees, because the plant
not only gives us oxygen, but
after becoming a tree it gives
shelter to many animals, the
tree is the source of giving
new life to the earth.
Chouhan said this to the
media representatives present after planting saplings of

C

Neem and Banyan in the
premises of Circuit House
No. 1 of Jabalpur. Chief
Minister called upon everyone to plant trees on their
birthdays, marriage anniversaries and in the memory of
their family members.
Distinguished senior social
workers of Jabalpur along
with Jitendra Jamdar, Vice
President of Jan Abhiyan

Parishad, participated in the
plantation. The Neem plant
planted today is known as a
medicine rich in antibiotic
elements.
Banyan tree is also called
Vat Vriksha or Bad. Banyan
has religious significance.
Also, according to Ayurveda,
the treatment of many diseases is possible with the
banyan tree.

would only be the time-tested
workers who will represent
the party in polls, starting
with the local bodies elections," Nadda told the media.
Pointing out that the BJP
may have lost its winnable
seat in Himachal Pradesh
and some by-polls in MP due
to this policy of avoiding
dynastic politics, he added,
"The policy of workers first in
polls will be followed religiously. We know this would
cause pains, but we also
know how to apply healing

Team Absolute |Bhopal

JP president J.P. Nadda,
who is on a three-day
Madhya Pradesh tour,
took everybody by surprise
when he paid an unscheduled visit to state Home
Minister Narottam Mishra at
his residence, sources said on
Thursday.
In the scheduled details
released by the state BJP
office, Nadda's visit to
Mishra's home was not mentioned, but a sudden visit left
many surprised. Sources in
the party told IANS that there
was sudden change in the
plan and Nadda visited the
home state minister on
Wednesday night.
The sudden change in
schedule fuelled speculation
in the political gallery.
According to political
observers, the sudden

B

The video, believed to be shot at an under-construction water
tank under Nal Jal Yojana in Kachaldara village, showed a man
beating up the supervisor with shoes.
Team Absolute |Indore

A

Probe ordered against ex-VC of
Dr BR Ambedkar University
The Madhya Pradesh Higher Education Department has ordered a probe against ViceChancellor of Mhow-based Dr BR Ambedkar University of Social Sciences over allegations of mismanagement and gross irregularities during her tenure.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

he Madhya Pradesh
Higher Education
Department has
ordered a probe against ViceChancellor of Mhow-based
Dr BR Ambedkar University
of Social Sciences over allegations of mismanagement
and gross irregularities during her tenure.
In a recommendation to
the General Administration
Department (GAD), the
Department of Higher
Education (DHE) has
demanded an investigation
by the Economic Offence
Wing (EOW) Bhopal into the
alleged gross financial irregularities and non-compliance
of procedure charges against
Asha Shukla. "A probe against
former vice-chancellor of Dr.
BR Ambedkar University of
Social Sciences, Mhow- Asha
Shukla for mismanagement,
gross irregularities and noncompliance of procedure is
requested from the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) Bhopal," read an
order issued by Veeran Singh
Bhalavi, principal secretary
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Higher Education
Department on May 17.
The development in these
alleged gross financial irregularities has come four
months after Shukla was
removed from vice-chancellor's post in February. Shukla
was ousted after she was
found involved in alleged
financial irregularities and
non-compliance of procedure. However, Shukla had
then tendered her resignation citing some family reasons before a termination letter was issued. Following
which, State Higher
Education Minister Mohan
Yadav had ordered that
plaints be probed by Indore
divisional commissioner Dr

change in Nadda's programme shows the Home
Minister's position in the
organisation. With this,
Mishra also sent a message
that he has a strong hold in
Delhi.
Nadda, along with many
other leaders, were received
by Mishra at his residence.
Mishra also presented a

memento to the party president. The other BJP leaders
who accompanied Nadda to
Mishra's residence were Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, party state president V.D. Sharma, National
Co-Organisation General
Secretary Shiv Prakash,
party's National General
Secretary Kailash

Vijayvargiya, Union Ministers
Prahlad Patel, Jaibhan Singh
Pawaiya, BJP Organisation
General Secretary Hitanand
Sharma and the state cabinet
ministers.
During a press conference
on Wednesday, replying to a
query on leadership for
Assembly polls in 2023,
Nadda said: "Why does this
question come up time and
time again. There is a parliamentary committee to take a
decision." However, he stated
that the party will contest the
upcoming Assembly polls
under the leadership of
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.
Nadda has also praised
Chouhan and the state BJP
president for their work in
the state. "Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and VD Sharma
have done a commendable
work in Madhya Pradesh," he
said on Wednesday.

Pawan Kumar Sharma. In his
report, divisional commissioner Sharma found allegations to be true and submitted his report to the
Department of Higher
Education (DHE).
Based on the inquiry
report, the DHE sent the file
to Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan recommending Section 44 at the Mhow
University.
Subsequently, a five-member committee was formed to
probe the validity and review
the works undertaken under
various new Study Chairs
founded at BR Ambedkar
University of Social Sciences
(BRAUSS) during Dr Asha
Shukla.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has paid homage
to former Chief Minister Late Babulal Gaur and former
MP Late Kailash Narayan Sarang on their anniversary.
Expressing his feelings on social media, Chouhan said that
we will prove his resolve by following the holy path that Late
Babulal Gaur has shown for the welfare of the poor and for
the protection of the interests of the workers. Paying homage
to Late Kailash Narayan Sarang, Chouhan has tweeted that"The holy mantras given by Late Shri Sarang for the service
of the nation and public, they will always guide us. The ideal
life and the distinctive working style of Late Sarang will
always be a source of inspiration for us."
Late Babulal Gaur was born on 2nd June 1930 in
Pratapgarh district of Uttar Pradesh. Shri Gaur won 10 consecutive assembly elections. Gaur was the Chief Minister of
the state from 23 August 2004 to 29 November 2005. Kailash
Sarang was born on 2nd June 1934 in Dumar village of
Raisen district. He was a Rajya Sabha MP from 1990-1996.
Sarang wrote a book on Prime Minister Modi titled
"Narendra Se Narendra." He was always dedicated for the
upliftment of the suffering section of the society.

C

Urban local body polls in MP to be held in two phases using EVMs
 The urban local body elections in Madhya Pradesh
will be conducted in two
phases using Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
on July 6 and July 13,
respectively, the State
Election Commission
(SEC) said on Wednesday.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

While the Gujarat-based
construction company, and
the supervisor could not be
contacted for their comment,
Bhuriya neither confirmed
nor denied that he was seen
in the video. He, however
demanded a probe into the
quality of the construction
work.
"Inferior quality material is

touch to wounds. How can
you expect a worker to work
selflessly for the party, if it is
run by some families?"
Asked about the continuing of the leadership of
Shivraj Singh Chouhan for
the 2023 Assembly polls, he
replied, "We don't believe in
uprooting a well-planted
sapling to see whether it's
firmly rooted or not. The
party and government are
doing a good job. The parliamentary board will decide
about the 2023 polls."

Nadda visits Narottam Mishra's residence CM Pays Tribute to
Gaur and Sarang

MLA allegedly beats construction
supervisor, video viral

video purportedly
showing Congress
MLA Veer Singh
Bhuriya from Thandla
assembly constituency of
Jhabua district allegedly
beating a supervisor at a construction site over 'inferior
quality' of materials, went
viral on social media on
Thursday.
The video, believed to be
shot at an under-construction water tank under Nal Jal
Yojana in Kachaldara village,
showed a man beating up the
supervisor with shoes.

five times to entertain it without the
plan, said Himanshu Thakkar from
the South Asia Network for Dams,
Rivers and People (SANDRP).
"However, the EAC was reconstituted in December 2016 and the new
team cleared the proposal in the very
first meeting without resolving the
issues raised by the earlier EAC team.
The new plan should now undergo
scrutiny by independent experts,"
Thakkar said.
The report of the CEC Central
Empowered Committee is before the
Supreme Court. The fundamental
issues raised against the project by
the CEC still stand irrespective of
Thursday's WII report.
Also, the project does not have the
final forest clearance, which has a
whole lot of outstanding issues.

aryakarta (party workers) come before politicians' children,' will be
the mantra of the ruling BJP
for the upcoming elections in
Madhya Pradesh. On the first
day of his two-day tour of the
state, BJP national president
JP Nadda reiterated that it will
be the dedicated workers who
will represent the party in all
the coming polls, while the
kin of leaders will work for
strengthening the organisation. "It happened in UP
where the family members of
many sitting lawmakers were
competent, but could not be
promoted at the cost of the
dedicated workers. Similarly,
the kin of many lawmakers
and ministers in MP too may
be competent, but they need
to first work for strengthening
the party, for which they
would be acclaimed. But it

being used in the construction work while speed of the
project is also slow" Bhuria
alleged.
He said that he will always
raise a voice against such
irregularities in the works
meant for public.
So far, no official complaint to the police was made
in the matter.

he urban local body elections in
Madhya Pradesh will be conducted in two phases using
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs)
on July 6 and July 13, respectively, the
State Election Commission (SEC) said
on Wednesday.
The first phase will cover 11
municipal corporations, 36 municipalities (nagar palika) and 86 city
councils (nagar parishad), while the

T

second phase will cover 5 municipal
corporations, 40 municipalities and
169 city councils.
According to the SEC, the elections
will be conducted for 347 urban local
bodies, out of which 133 will be covered in the first phase of voting, while
214 will be covered in the second

phase. As many as 19,977 polling stations have been set up in the state
and a total 87,937 employees have
been deployed for election duty.
State Election Commissioner
Basant Pratap Singh told mediapersons that the tenure of 59 urban local
bodies are yet to end and therefore

the elections for these local bodies
will not be conducted now.
Singh informed that 30,761 EVMs
will be used for the elections, which
will also have the NOTA option.
The Mayors of the municipal corporations will be elected through
direct voting, while the president and
vice-president in each municipal
body will be decided by the elected
municipal corporation members.
The counting of votes for the first
phase will be held on July 17, and for
the second phase on July 18.
"The model code of conduct has
come into force with the announcement of election dates. Bhopal,
Indore, Gwalior and Jabalpur will go
to the polls in the first phase," Singh
said. The process of reservation for
conducting elections in 397 urban
bodies was completed on Tuesday.
The reservation of OBCs has
increased from 25 per cent to 28 per
cent in 99 municipalities.

hollywood
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eality TV star Kim Kardashian, who is dating
comedian Pete Davidson, says that her sex life
has improved since she celebrated the landmark birthday.
Kim said on the latest episode of 'The
Kardashians': "When I turned 40, everyone said it's
the best sex of your life. And so far..."
She then gave a wink to the camera, and revealed
that she just wants to "be happy" in her love life,
reports femalefirst.co.uk.
Kim shared: "That's what I'm doing. That's what I
just keep on saying, happiness, peace, Zen, laughter. It's all I want and I got it."
The reality TV star also said that her relationship
with Davidson is much more "normal" than some
people might imagine.
She said: "I never knew you could just be so happy watch-

R

merican playwright Matthew
Lopez is adapting LGBTQ history bestseller 'The Deviant's
War: The Homosexual vs. The United
States of America'.
Amazon Studios and Brad Pitt's
Plan B Entertainment are developing
the limited series based.
The book tells the story of Frank
Kameny, a Department of Defense
astronomer in the 1950s who
became a leading figure in the fight
for LGBTQ civil rights when he sued
the federal government after being
fired because he was gay, reports
'Variety'. Tony-winning playwright
Matthew Lopez is set to adapt,
'Variety' has exclusively learned.
"When I first read Eric's book, I
knew I wanted to adapt it for television. And when I first met Eric, I
knew I had found the right creative partner to help me bring it to life," Lopez says. "So much of American queer
history is told from a post-Stonewall perspective, but Eric's book provides an
essential understanding of that vital period prior to Stonewall -- about the work
and the lives of the people who (for better and for worse) planted the seeds of
queer liberation," he continues, calling the book "something akin to an 'origins
story' for modern American queer history."
"Deviant's War," a finalist for the 2021 Pulitzer Prize in History, also chronicles
gay activism's ties to the Black Freedom Movement, the New Left, lesbian rights
and trans resistance as well as Kameny's co-founding of the Mattachine Society
of Washington, D.C., to protest the persecution of gay federal employees.
"It is the honour of a lifetime to work with my creative heroes, including the
writer of 'The Inheritance' and the producers of 'Moonlight', to tell the story of
Frank Kameny's battle against the gay purges of the 1950s and 1960s," says
'The Deviant's War' won the Publishing Triangle's Randy Shilts Award for gay
nonfiction. Cervini also serves on the board of advisors of the Mattachine Society of
Washington, D.C., a non-profit that works to preserve LGBTQ history.

ing TV series or go to the gym, from someone that I never
thought would go to the gym or had been to the gym
before."
Earlier this year, a source revealed that Kim had fallen "head over heels" in love with Davidson.
The insider explained: "Kim is head over heels for
Pete. They are in a great place in their relationship
and she is so happy. Her family loves him too."
She feels "light and fun when she's around" the
comedy star. But there's also a "serious" side to their
romance.
The source shared: "Kim is really excited for everybody to continue to watch 'The Kardashians' and to see
how their relationship unfolds.
"A lot of the origin of their relationship is going to come
out. She's looking forward to fans learning about how they
got together and how their chemistry started. Things happened
organically between them and they're both really glad they have
each other."

KARDASHIAN
HINTS HER SEX LIFE
GOT BETTER AFTER
TURNING 40

Jury rules in favour of Depp, says
Amber Heard defamed ex-husband
Los Angeles |
Agencies

Virginia jury has
found that actress
Amber Heard
defamed Hollywood star
Johnny Depp when she
wrote a 2018 'Washington
Post' op-ed alluding to her
past claims of domestic violence, reports 'Variety'.
The jury also found that
Depp defamed Heard,
through his attorney, in the
course of fighting back against
her charges.
It awarded Depp $10 million in compensatory damages, plus $5 million in punitive damages, which Judge
Penney Azcarate reduced to
$350,000 in accordance with
the state's statutory cap.
Heard was awarded $2 million in compensatory damages for her counterclaim.
The jury, five men and two
women, who have been deliberating on their verdict since

come.
"The disappointment I feel
today is beyond words,"
Heard said.
"I'm heartbroken that the

A

mountain of evidence still was
not enough to stand up to the
disproportionate power, influence and sway of my ex-husband."

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

this past Friday, also found
that Heard had acted with
"actual malice", meaning that
they were convinced she had
made the statements knowing
they were false, according to
'Variety'.
Depp said Heard's false
claims had "a seismic impact
on my life and my career. And
six years later, the jury gave

me my life back. I am truly
humbled."
Depp added that he was
"overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and the colossal support and kindness from
around the world," and that
the verdict left him "at peace".
In a statement, Heard said
she was "disappointed" and
"heartbroken" by the out-

Jada Pinkett Smith wants Will Smith, Chris Rock to bury differences
Los Angeles | Agencies

ada Pinkett Smith wants her husband Will Smith and comic artiste
Chris Rock to reconcile after the
infamous slapgate incident that happened during the 94th Academy
Awards.
The actress-talk show host spoke
about the two of them in detail on the
June 1 episode of her Facebook series
'Red Table Talk', reports 'Variety'.
The actor previously commented
on the situation courtesy of a meme
that read: "This is a season for healing.
And I'm here for it."
As per 'Variety', Pinkett Smith
decided to address the slap on 'Red
Table Talk' because the episode tackled alopecia. Smith slapped Rock on
the Oscars stage for joking about
Pinkett Smith's bald head, which she
shaved because of her own battle with
alopecia.

J

As quoted by 'Variety', Jada opened
the episode by saying, "This is a really
important 'Red Table Talk' on alopecia. Considering what I've been
through with my own health and what
happened at the Oscars, thousands
have reached out to me with their stories. I'm using this moment to give our
alopecia family an opportunity to talk
about what it's like to have this condition and to inform people about what
alopecia actually is."
She further said, "Now about Oscar
night, my deepest hope is that these
two intelligent, capable men have an
opportunity to heal, talk this out and
reconcile. The state of the world
today, we need them both. And we all
actually need one another more than
ever. Until then, Will and I are continuing to do what we have done for the
last 28 years, and that's keep figuring
out this thing called life together.
Thank you for listening."

Scarlett Johansson

Mumbai, Friday, June 3, 2022
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ASHWIN BATS FOR MORE CONVERSATION ON
SWAPNIL KUSALE WINS
RACISM,
RAHANE
RECALLS
SIRAJ
INCIDENT
AT
SCG
SILVER IN MEN'S 3P
ISSF WORLD CUP

Avinash Kr Atish | New Delhi

P
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remier Indian off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin has
endorsed the idea of having
more conversation on racism
whether it's in the sports field or in
the world in general and also feels
that better parenting and awareness about the subject can bring
the change.
There have been several
instances in the past where cricket,
which is called a gentleman's
game, has been rocked by racist
slurs and comments that have
brought the sport to disrepute.
Many have been punished for their
offences as well but it keeps taking
place from time to time.
"I think we should all have the
conversation as a world, it's not
just cricket or any other sports. I
don't think it has anything to do
with a particular section of people
in any particular country.
Everywhere people do believe that
they belong to a majority sort of a
thing and they want to have a go at
somebody else. And I think racism

I

ndia's Swapnil Kusale won silver in
the Men's 50m Rifle 3 Positions (3P)
event at the ISSF World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in Baku,
Azerbaijan, early on Thursday, giving
India their second medal of the competition.The 26-year-old Swapnil thus won his
first individual ISSF World Cup stage
medal. He went down 10-16 to Rio
Olympics silver medallist and Tokyo
Olympic finalist Serhiy Kulish of Ukraine in
the gold medal match.
India now has one gold and one silver
medal from their 12-member rifle squad
taking part in the competition, moving
them up to fifth on the medal table from
overnight ninth.
Swapnil played a tremendous 3P match
over two days of intense competition in a
world-class field.
He first finished second to Kulish in the
top eight ranking round on Thursday,
before going down to the Ukrainian champion again in the gold medal encounter.
Kulish shot 411 in the ranking round to
Swapnil's 409.1 as Finland's Aleksi took

bronze with 407.8. The top two, therefore,
finished in the same order right from the
qualification rounds on Wednesday.
In the final, Swapnil did put up a fight
but the Ukrainian finished strong to put the
issue beyond the Indian. Kulish shot four
high 10s in his last five shots of the final to
Swapnil's three low 10s and two 9s. He will
however look to better the colour of his
medal with the 3P team events still to
come.

is one of the parts of it where they
believe that is a way of differentiation with someone," said Ashwin
on the sidelines of trailer launch
event of 'Bandon Mein Tha Dum', a
documentary on that Test series
which India won 2-1 in dramatic

2022 COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Thapa, Panghal, six others secure place in Indian boxing contingent
Patiala|Agencies

F

ive-time Asian
Championships medallist
Shiva Thapa and Amit
Panghal secured their places in
the Indian men's boxing team
for the 2022 Commonwealth
Games alongside six other
pugilists after registering victories in the finals of the trials at
the Netaji Subhas National
Institute of Sports here on
Thursday.
While the seasoned boxer
Thapa outpunched 2018 CWG
silver medallist Manish Kaushik
5-0 to clinch his spot in the
63.5kg category, 2019 world
championship silver medallist,
Panghal defeated Services boxer

Shibahara and Koolhof win mixed
doubles title in French Open
Paris|Agencies

N

o.2 seeds Ena Shibahara
and Wesley Koolhof won
the French Open mixed
doubles title, defeating Ulrikke
Eikeri and Joren Vliegen, 76(5), 6-2 in the final here on
Thursday.
Shibahara, ranked No.8 in
doubles, won her first major
title and became the first
Japanese player in 25 years to
win the mixed doubles championship in Paris.
The California-born 24-yearold was not born when Rika
Hiraki and Mahesh Bhupathi
took home the title in 1997.
Shibahara and Koolhof
earned the early advantage in
the fourth game, breaking for a
3-1 lead on an aggressive
Shibahara poach at the net. The
No.2 seeds consolidated with a
flourish, as Koolhof nailed a
volley and celebrated with a
roar.
As Koolhof served to close
out the opening set, Eikeri and
Vliegen quickly earned a 0-40
advantage and converted on

Deepak by a split 4-1 decision in
the 51kg division to secure himself a spot in the quadrennial
event.Other six Indian pugilists
who also emerged victorious on
the final day of the trials to
secure their places in the Indian
contingent for the Birmingham
event were: 2018 bronze medallist Mohammad Hussamuddin
(57kg), Rohit Tokas (67kg),
reigning national champion
Sumit (75kg), Ashish Kumar
(80kg), Sanjeet (92kg) and Sagar
(+92kg).
A three-day event saw boxers
fighting it out in eight categories
for a place in the 2022 CWG,
scheduled to take place in
Birmingham from July 28 to
August 8.

circumstances, which will air on
streaming service Voot Select later
this month.
Ashwin also suggested a few
things which can lead to the
improvement in the present conditions.

"I think the only solution on this
is better parenting and better
awareness, just by talking about it
at the stage or on an event like this,
we wouldn't necessarily make a
difference but with awareness and
talking about it on a regular basis
and better parenting from the
childhood we can make a difference," he said.
Notably, Indian pacers
Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit
Bumrah were racially abused by
spectators during that famous
Sydney Test in their 2021-22
Australia tour. The veteran spinner
feels Siraj showed courage in making people aware of what was going
on.Meanwhile, Ajinkya Rahane,
India's captain then in the absence
of Virat Kohli, also recalled the
Siraj incident and his talk with the
umpires to take action against the
culprits.After the end of the third
day's play in that New Year's Day
Test, the Indian players spoke to
the match officials about the abuse
that had been hurled at them, and
when it continued the next morning, they alerted the umpires.

INDIA TO TOUR WEST INDIES FOR 3
ODIS, 5 T20IS IN JULY-AUGUST 2022
Mumbai|Agencies

T

he Indian men's cricket team will take on
West Indies in three ODIs and five T20Is
between July 22 and August 07 this
year.The ODI series, which will be played first,
and three T20Is will be hosted across Trinidad
and Tobago and St Kitts & Nevis, with the final
two T20Is scheduled for Lauderhill, Florida in
the USA.The three ODIs will be played on July
22, 24 and 27 respectively at the Queen's Park
Oval in Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, the
broadcaster of the series announced on behalf
of Cricket West Indies (CWI) and the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) late on
Wednesday.The teams will then move to the
Brian Lara Stadium in Port of Spain for the first
T20 on July 29, followed by two games at St
Kitt's Warner Park on August 1 and 2 respectively. The final two games will be held at the
Broward County Stadium in Lauderhill,

Florida on August 6 and 7 to cater to the
Indian diaspora's craze for the game in the
United States.The entire series will be livestreamed exclusively on FanCode and fans can
watch the action live across the FanCode app
(Android, iOS, TV).The series will be played
during India's Prime-Time with ODIs starting
at 7 pm and T20Is starting at 8 pm IST.

FIM MINIGP WORLD SERIES COMES TO INDIA, RACES
TO BE HELD IN BENGALURU, HYDERABAD IN JULY-SEPT
Bengaluru|Agencies

I

their second break point to get
back on serve. Eikeri and
Vliegen built a 5-2 lead in the
tiebreak, but a furious comeback from Shibahara and
Koolhof resulted in five consecutive points to take the tiebreak
7-5.
The second set began like
the first, with Shibahara and
Koolhof earning an early break
to 2-1. This time, they would
not relinquish their lead. After
earning a second break at 4-1,
Shibahara coolly served out the

win after 1 hour and 29 minutes.
The final was a historic day
for Norway as well. By making
her first major final in her first
try at mixed doubles, Ulrikke
Eikeri became Norway's first
Slam finalist in the Open Era.
Ranked No.43 in doubles,
Eikeri and Vliegen made the
mixed draw on a whim. The
Belgian dashed off a quick text
message to Eikeri to broach the
subject of pairing for the first
time.

n what could be a
game-changer for twowheeler racing in the
country, India has been
included in the FIM
MiniGP World Series 2022
with a five-round competition under the aegis of the
Federation of Motor Sports
Clubs of India (FMSCI).
The India series, comprising 10 races, will be
held in Bengaluru and
Hyderabad, from July to
September this year, the
FMSCI informed in a
release on Thursday.
FIM, the World governing body for two-wheeler
racing, in conjunction with
Dorna Sports, promoters of
the FIM MotoGP, launched
the MiniGP Series in 2021,
aiming to create an equal
platform for young riders
around the World to begin
their motorcycle racing

careers.
The series is restricted to
riders in the 10-14 years
age group, the release said.
The FIM MiniGP World
Series India 2022 kicks off

with selection trials in
Bengaluru on July 2-3 at
Meco Kartopia. The first of
the five rounds will also be
held at Meco Kartopia, on
July 23-24, before moving

to Hyderabad for the next
two rounds (Aug 20-21 and
Aug 27-28) and then
returning to Bengaluru for
the final two rounds on
Sept 10-11 and Sept 24-25,

it was announced on
Thursday. Each round in
the series will comprise
two races.The selected riders will compete on equal
Ohvale GP-0 160 machinery (Mini bikes) while
Pirelli will be the official
single tyre supplier for all
the FIM MiniGP World
Series with a standard tyre
allocation given per event.
All the five rounds, 10 races
in all, will be run on karting tracks that meet minimum standards set by the
FIM or the national federation.
India, along with
Australia, Austria,
Indonesia, Japan and Qatar
is the new addition to the
Series that already includes
10 other countries France, Ireland, Italy,
Malaysia, the Netherlands,
North America, Portugal,
Spain, the UK and AlpeAdria.

ENGLAND CONFIRM LEGGIE MATT
Around 4,700 athletes set to battle PARKINSON
AS JACK LEACH'S CONCUSSION
in Khelo India Youth Games
London|Agencies

Panchkula|Agencies

P

anchkula has laid out the red
carpet for close to 4,700 athletes, including 2,262 girls, and
their support staff as the biggest
Khelo India Youth Games ever are
set to start from June 4.
The Tau Devi Lal Complex
(TDCL) here has been decked up for
the grand Opening Ceremony.
It will also be the hub of all
action, with several of the 25 disciplines being held at the newly constructed Multi-Purpose Halls.
Among the popular games being
held here are Athletics, Football,
Badminton, Table Tennis, Kabaddi,
Handball, Wrestling, Volleyball,
Boxing and the five Indigenous
Games.
Four other cities, Ambala

(Gymnastics, Swimming), Shahabad
(Hockey, Chandigarh (Archery and
Football) and New Delhi (Cycling
and Shooting), will also play the role
of hosts.
For the first time, all 36 states and
Union Territories are taking part in
this edition of the Khelo India Youth
Games, with hosts Haryana fielding
the largest contingent of 398 athletes.
Defending champions
Maharashtra are fielding the second-largest contingent with 357 athletes and third-placed Delhi 339.
Andaman & Nicobar are sending
the smallest squad of six, all cyclists,
while Ladakh will boast of seven.
The glamour discipline of athletics will see the maximum participation with 392 entries in various
events. Wrestling, where India's

international prospects are rather
bright, will attract 323 grapplers
while some of India's most promis-

ing swimmers will be among the
field of 251 who hope to make
waves in the pool.
In boxing, 236 pugilists will be
trading their flying fists in the ring.
Among the Olympic team disciplines, hockey will witness 288 players wielding their wands while an
equal number will indulge in a kickabout in football.
Of the traditional Indian team
sports, kabaddi and kho-kho will
feature 192 participants each. The
four new indigenous sports - gatka
(227), mallakhamb (218), kalariyapattu (187) and thang ta (140) - have
attracted an enthusiastic response
from participants along with the
more familiar discipline of yogasana
(87). The Cricket Stadium in
Panchkula will host these events
along with kho-kho.

T

he England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) on
Thursday confirmed
that leg-spinner Matt
Parkinson will be the concussion replacement of left-arm
spinner Jack Leach in the
ongoing first Test against
New Zealand at Lord's
Cricket Ground.
Though Parkinson has
played five ODIs and four
T20Is, he has been uncapped
at the Test level despite being
a squad member in
England's numerous Test
trips previously. As per the
concussion rules, teams have
to bring like-for-like replacements under the concussion
rules.
It means Parkinson, who
has picked 24 wickets in five
matches of County

Championship, will make his
Test debut as England's firstever concussion substitute
after joining the squad from
Manchester.
Earlier, Leach was withdrawn from the Test due to
concussion. The incident
occurred during the sixth

over of New Zealand's
innings on day one when lefthanded batter Devon
Conway edged the ball
between gully and backward
point. Leach gave chase from
backward point region and
got to pull the ball back inches inside the boundary rope.
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SLB RECALLS HOW HE WAS FLOORED BY KK'S
'TADAP TADAP KE' SCRATCH RECORDING
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood hit filmmaker Sanjay Leela
Bhansali was in shock after hearing
about the demise of popular singer
Krishnakumar Kunnath, better known by his
stage name KK, on Tuesday night in Kolkata.
He spoke in a media interview about his
experience of working with the late singer and
what he liked about his voice quality.
"How could KK just collapse and die like
this? What a talent! What a singer! His voice
had the throw of a pro," Bhansali said.
The filmmaker recalled working with the
late talented singer, saying: "I remember
composer Ismail Durbar had come to me
with the song 'Tadap Tadap Ke', it was in KK's
voice. Normally scratch recordings (sample
recordings) are done in temporary voices.
But when I heard the song, my first response
was, 'Oh my God! What a voice?
Who is this? Where did you find him?'" He
was speaking to Bollywood Hungama, the
entertainment portal.

B

Bhansali continued: "Ismail said it was the

voice of a singer named KK and he had heard
him sing a song 'Chhod Aaye Hum Woh
Galiyan' for Vishal Bhardwaj. I told Ismail that
I loved the song 'Tadap Tadap Ke'. But the
voice must remain. I couldn't imagine anyone
else singing 'Tadap Tadap Ke'."
The filmmaker then talked about KK's voice
quality. He observed: "KK was a complete
singer. His range and voice-throw were outstanding. He could have been more successful than he was. But he preferred to concentrate on quality rather than quantity. He was
very particular about what he sang."
Going into detail about KK's way of singing
and style for 'Guzaarish', Bhansali said: "KK
insisted on sitting on a chair to singing the
songs of 'Guzaarish'. Normally. singers stand
and record their songs. But KK insisted on
singing seated.
His reason was simple: 'The main character
(played by Hrithik Roshan) is a paraplegic, he
is therefore going to sing the songs from a
seated position, so will I.' That was his level of
dedication. He shouldn't have gone so soon."

BADSHAH RECEIVES
HATE MESSAGE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

apper
Badshah
received an
abusive message
after condoling the
demise of singer
KK. The playback
singer passed away
after a live performance in
Kolkata on May 31.
He was 53. After
his death, many
Bollywood celebs
paid tribute and
Badshah was one
among them who
shared a picture of
the late singer with
a broken heart emoji and wrote, "Why".
After his post he received a hate from a Instagram user.
The rapper shared screen shot of the message to share what
kind of hate they face certain times.
The message read: "Tu kab marega.."
Badshah dropped the screen shot of the message and
wrote: "Just to give you an idea what sort of hate we face on
an everyday basis."

R

AR Rahman pens heartfelt tribute to KK
Team Absolute|Mumbai

scar and Grammy
winning composer AR
Rahman has penned
an emotional note for his
"buddy" KK, who passed
away after performing at a
college in Kolkata. AR took to
social media to mourn the
death of the "gifted singer",
who was put to rest on
Thursday. "Dear KK ..what's
the hurry buddy... gifted
singers and artists like you
made this life more bearable..#RIPKK," Rahman

O

wrote.
Harris Jayaraj, who has
closely worked with KK on

many songs, too penned his
heartfelt tribute. He said that
with KK's death he has lost

his 'Uyirin Uyir'.
He wrote, "My Uyirin Uyire
passed away. RIP Singer KK.

What a shocking news to
hear when the whole
world is praising his last song
Konji Konji. I am completely
shattered and my condolences to his family and
friends."
Several renowned personalities such as Kareena
Kapoor Khan, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas, Tamannaah
Bhatia, Ram Charan,
Chiranjeevi, Pawan Kalyan,
Shruti Haasan and Hansika
Motwani among many others
have expressed grief on his
passing.

MEIYANG CHANG REMEMBERS
LAST MEETING WITH KK
Team Absolute|Mumbai

AMIT ON DEPP'S WIN A
If there are cases of #Metoo,
#Mentoo also exists
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ndia's Got Talent'-fame
Amit Antil feels now the
society is functioning
without any discrimination
between a man and a
woman. Amit's remark
comes after a jury on
Wednesday (June 1) ruled in
favour of Johnny Depp in his
libel lawsuit against ex-wife
Amber Heard, vindicating his
stance that Heard fabricated
claims that she was abused

'I

by Depp before and during
their brief marriage.
He says, "I personally feel it
is not just a win of Johnny
Depp. But it is win of every
innocent gentleman's suffering. This has brought in light
of hope to every man who are
targeted without any reason
and society see them as
guilty. I feel now society will
function and understand that
just like how a female member has their dignity and
image, the male members

too have it."
He continues: "I also
believe that women are
strongest and beautiful creation of God. They deserve
respect and significant value
in the society. I too have my
mom, sister, aunt, relatives
and female friends and I
respect them from the core of
my heart. But I just feel our
society should not just favour
women in every case. If there
are cases of #Metoo so
#Mentoo does exist too."

ctor-singer Meiyang Chang, who was also seen on
'Khatron Ke Khiladi 6' went down the memory lane to
share an incident with late singer KK on a flight. Meiyang
took to his Instagram handle to share a memory with him. He
mentioned: "2008. I was new to the industry. My first music
album was due, and the label was also launching his second
with a gig. It was the first public concert I'd ever attended: an
electrifying roller-coaster of emotions. When I met him immediately post-gig, he had the smile of a man who (without a trace of
fatigue) had just stepped off stage doing what he loved the
most." "The moment was all about him, but he made it about
everyone else. It's impossible to quantify the confidence his joy,
aura & encouragement gave this newcomer to keep at his
dreams," he added. "I only met him once more on an early morning flight years later. I wanted to nap and conserve energy for my own concert later that night, but he would have none
of it. "How often will we get time to talk like this in our busy lives, bro?" was his reasoning. He
loved meeting people. Energy reincarnate, he initiated an arresting banter while constantly
apologising for not letting me sleep."
He recalled how KK made him talk to him and didn't let him sleep. "You don't mind na? I
just love chatting. I couldn't help but chuckle at this wonderful man. When the plane landed,
I was glad we chose talking over sleeping. What an innocently mischievous man he was!
That's how I will always remember him: full of life, always excited to perform, belting hit after
hit, giving us the soundtrack of our youth, and disarming one & all with that big, all-teeth
smile," he recalled. The actor concluded with: "It feels like someone close has passed. It was
sudden, it was unexpected and I wish it wasn't true. To know you was a pleasure. To hear you
sing: an honour. Go well, man. Rest in music, you Rockstar."

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Neena Gupta shuts
down trolls
Team Absolute|Mumbai

eteran actress Neena Gupta has
come down heavily on trolls who
criticised her for wearing shorts
when she met celebrated lyricist
Gulzar to gift him a copy of her
book 'Sach Kahun Toh'. The
'Badhaai Do' actress had met
Gulzar last year to seek his
blessings and had shared a
video of her interaction with
the legend on Instagram.
As per a media report, the
actress gave a befitting reply
to trolls after the video surfaced on the internet again.
She said, "Aur main kuch
baat un bewakoof ke bacche
jo mujhe likhte hai ki shorts
pehenkar Gulzar Sahab se
milne gayi, unko batana
chahungi ki meri Gulzar
sahab se mulakaat aur dosti
tabhi hui jab vo roz subha
mujhe tennis khelne ke liye pick
up karte the ghar se. To hum
dono shorts me hi milte the roz."
Neena, who is known for standing her ground, minces no words
when it comes to setting things
right. The actress is currently
receiving a lot of positive response
for her work in the recently
released Prime Video web series
'Panchayat'.

V

SALMAN KHAN TO HOST IIFA ALONGSIDE
RITEISH DESHMUKH AND MANIESH PAUL
Team Absolute|Mumbai

he top Bollywood stars will shortly
walk the red carpet to entertain
guests at the 22nd International
Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA).
The 22nd edition of Yas Island will host
the IIFA awards on June 2, 3, and 4,

T

when the Hindi film industry will set the
stage on fire with their spectacular performances. The IIFA Rocks event, hosted
by Farah Khan Kunder and Aparshakti
Khurana, will take place on June 3, while
the main event, hosted by Salman Khan,
Riteish Deshmukh, and Maniesh Paul,
will take place on June 4.

Shahid Kapoor has said
that he would deliver a special
homage to Bappi Da, while this will be
Ananya Pandey's debut live performance at IIFA. Nora Fatehi, India's
dance and fashion icon, will be seen
sharing the stage with Shahid Kapoor at
IIFA 2022.

Sara Ali Khan
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