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UNSAFE VALLEY
 THREE NON-LOCAL LABOURERS WERE INJURED IN A
GRENADE ATTACK BY MILITANTS IN J&K'S SHOPIAN DISTRICT ON FRIDAY, POLICE
SAID.
 POLICE SOURCES SAID THAT
MILITANTS HURLED A
GRENADE AT THE JAWAHAR
NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA IN
SHOPIAN WHERE NON-LOCAL
LABOURERS WERE ENGAGED
FOR SOME REPAIR WORK.
THEY HAVE BEEN SHIFTED TO
HOSPITAL FOR TREATMENT,"
A SOURCE SAID.

S

everal Kashmiri Pandits, who
have got jobs in the Valley
under Prime Minister's
employment package, have
reached Jammu along with
their families and said an environment of apprehension is prevalent in
the valley owing to the recent spate in
the targeted killings by terrorists.
The Pandits said they have heaved
a sigh of relief on reaching their township at Jagti in the outskirts of Jammu
after spending sleepless nights in
their rented accommodations in the
Kashmir over the past few weeks.
Nearly 4,000 displaced Kashmiri
Pandits are working in different
departments in the valley after their
selection under Prime Minister's
employment package which was
announced in 2008 having two major

HOME MINISTER
REVIEWS SECURITY
SITUATION IN J&K

GOVT NOT LETTING US TO LEAVE:
KASHMIRI PANDIT ORGANISATION
In the wake of the recent targeted killings, Kashmir Pandit Sangarash
Samiti (KPSS) has sought the high court's intervention in Srinagar to
direct the government to relocate all religious minorities living in
Kashmir to a safer place outside the Valley.
KPSS chief Sanjay K Tickoo claimed that the Hindus living in Kashmir
wanted to leave the Valley but the government was not allowing them to
do so. Tickoo said he has petitioned the Chief Justice of the the high
court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh through an e-mail, invoking
Article 21 of the Constitution that guarantees the right to life and that he
has sought several measures, including the relocation of religious
minorities from Kashmir.

components -- one pertaining to the
provision of 6,000 jobs for youth and
another pertaining to the provision of
6,000 accommodation units for the
recruited employees.

The process of filling the remaining
2,000 odd jobs is in progress along
with construction of 4,000 accommodation units.
"An environment of apprehension

New Delhi: In wake of the recent
targeted killings in the Kashmir
Valley, Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday reviewed the
security situation in Jammu and
Kashmir. Jammu and Kashmir
Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha,
National Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval, Army Chief Gen.
Manoj Pande also attended the
meeting.
The security review meeting
came after recent targeted
killings in the Kashmir Valley.
Last month, Shah had held a
meeting to review the preparedness of Amarnath Yatra, and the
overall security in Jammu and
Kashmir. It was learnt that Shah
also had an informal meeting
with L-G Sinha and few other
senior officials.

is prevailing in Kashmir in the wake
of the selective killings in different
parts of the valley. We lost our colleague Rahul Bhat who was shot dead
inside his office in Budgam district on
May 12 and decided to leave for
Jammu," local resident leaving valley
said.
He said the majority of the PM
package employees were reluctant to
stay back but the government sealed
the transit camps with barbed wire
and did not allow the occupants to
leave.

Centre writes to 5 states
over rising Covid cases
Raising concern over spike in the number Covid-19 cases
in some states, the Center on Friday wrote to Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala
to continue monitoring the spread of the infection.

A sustained and significant
decline in the number of Covid-19
cases has been observed in India
over the past 3 months. However,
from past 1 week, a slight
upsurge in cases is being noticed
with 15,708 cases reported in
week ending May 27, 2022 rising
to 21,055 cases reported
in week ending June 3,
2022."
The Health Ministry said
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he Centre has advised these five states
in separate letters to undertake the
required steps for prompt and effective
management of the pandemic.
The ministry also raised concern over rising positivity rate."Also, there is a rise in
weekly positivity from 0.52 per cent in week
ending May 27, 2022 to 0.73 per cent in week
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day after Congress
interim president Sonia
Gandhi tested Covid-19
positive, her daughter and
party General Secretary
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communal clash
broke out in Kanpur
on Friday after members of one community
started forcing closure of
shops in the Beconganj area
after the Friday prayers.
The members had
announced closure of the
market in protest against BJP
spokesman Nupur Sharma's
purported derogatory
remarks on Prophet
Mohammad.After Friday
prayers, members of one
community started getting
the shops closed and the
other community protested
over this. This led to clashes,
followed by stone pelting
and brick batting. Sources
said that the miscreants had
also fired in the air.
Seventeen persons have
been taken into custody

after the incident.
ADG, Law and Order,
Prashant Kumar said that
the situation had been
brought under control and
additional forces had been
deployed. He said that the
reasons that led to the flareup would be probed.
He said that video footage
was being scanned to identify the accused.
Incidentally, President
Ram Nath Kovind, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were in Kanpur
Dehat, a neighbouring district around the same time
when the clashes broke out.

he Delhi High Court on Friday,
while dealing with a plea against
forced religious conversions,
observed that every person has a right
to choose and profess any religion of
choice, saying it's a Constitutional
right.
A bench of Justices Sanjeev
Sachdeva and Tushar Rao Gedela
noted, "If someone is forced to convert,
then it's a different issue but to convert
is a person's prerogative."
The bench was hearing a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) moved by BJP
leader and lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay,
seeking directions to the Centre and
Delhi government to prohibit religious
conversion through intimidation,
threats, deception, or "by using black
magic and superstition".
During the course of the hearing, the
bench questioned the petitioner asking
about the basis of his plea.
"You have given three Supreme
Court judgments and the rest is your
averment," the bench said.

When the bench asked for the data
on mass conversion alleged by the
petitioner, he said he has the data from
social media platforms.
To this, the court replied: "Social
media is not data. It can be morphed.

Things done 20 years ago are shown as
done yesterday."
In the PIL, Upadhyay contended that
Article 14 ensures equality before the
law and secures equal protection of the
law.

 THE IMD DECLARES A
'HEAT WAVE' OR 'SEVERE
HEAT WAVE' IN CERTAIN
CONDITIONS. FIRST IS IF
ANY STATION RECORDS
45 DEGREES CELSIUS OR
MORE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE. SECOND, IF
FOR ANY STATION, THE
At 46.4 degrees Celsius, Chandrapur in Maharashtra's eastern Vidarbha area recorded the highest
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE SHOWS A DEPARmaximum temperature. Half a dozen places across Vidarbha, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and some
TURE OF PLUS 4.5 TO 6.4 places in northwest India, including Delhi-NCR, recorded temperatures above 44-45 degrees Celsius.
DEGREES CELSIUS FROM
THE NORMAL TEMPERAHeat wave
Team Absolute|New Delhi
It had, however, mentioned
conditions in
TURE FOR THAT DAY,
"gradual rise in maximum temsome/isolatTHEN IT IS CALLED A
nlike earlier predictions
peratures by 2-3 degrees Celsius
ed places very likeHEAT WAVE.
by the India
very likely over most parts of
ly over Vidarbha

Heat wave returns to pockets
in central, northwest India
❝

and southwest
Uttar Pradesh during June 3 to 5,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh,
coastal Andhra
Pradesh and
Telangana on June
3 and 4, south
Punjab, south
Haryana & East
Uttar Pradesh on
June 4 and 5.
The forecast said

❝

 FOR SEVERE HEAT
WAVE CONDITIONS, THE
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE SHOULD BE AT OR
ABOVE 47 DEGREES
CELSIUS OR THE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL
SHOULD BE MORE THAN
6.4 DEGREES CELSIUS
(EVEN WHEN THE ACTUAL TEMPERATURE MAY
OR MAY NOT TOUCH 45
DEGREES CELSIUS).

U

Meteorological
Department (IMD), Friday witnessed heat wave conditions in
most parts over northern parts
of west Rajasthan and eastern
Vidarbha and in some parts
over Bundelkhand region.
Further, the IMD has forecast
no significant change in maximum temperatures very likely
over most parts of northwest &
central India during next two
days and the temperatures
would fall by 2-4 degrees
Celsius thereafter.

In the last week of May, the
IMD had at least twice forecast
that there would be no heat
wave conditions. In fact, even
the May 31 IMD bulletin had
said, "No heat wave conditions
likely over the country during
the next five days."

northwest and central India
during next three days and no
significant change thereafter".
Asked why are there heat
wave conditions when the
IMD's earlier forecast had said
no heat wave conditions in June
first week - after multiple spells
of heat wave and severe heat
wave conditions across northwest and central India since
March - the IMD scientists said,
this heat wave spell is restricted
to limited area and will be for a
short time.

ending June 3, 2022," said Rajesh Bhushan,
Health Secretary.Bhushan said that there are
a few states which are reporting a higher
contribution to India's cases indicating the
possibility of a localised spread of infection.
"There is, therefore, a need to follow a risk
assessment-based approach on the public
health responses without losing the gains
made so far in the fight against the pandemic," he added.The Centre has advised the
states to continue implementation and monitoring of necessary measures for prompt
and effective management of Covid-19 and
to ensure compliance with various advisories issued by the ministry.

AFTER SONIA, PRIYANKA ALSO TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19

Communal flare-up RELIGIOUS CONVERSION NOT PROHIBITED,
in Kanpur, 17 held FORCED CONVERSION IS DIFFERENT: DELHI HC
Team Absolute|Kanpur
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'Poor' air quality days increase
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Priyanka Gandhi also tested
positive for the virus infection
on Friday. Gandhi said that
following all the protocols,
she has quarantined herself
at home. "I've tested positive
for COVID-19 with mild

symptoms. Following all the
protocols, I have quarantined
myself at home. I would
request those who came in
contact with me to take all
necessary precautions", she
said in a tweet.

MEA REJECTS US REPORT,
SAYS INDIA VALUES RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM, HUMAN RIGHTS
New Delhi: The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) has
refuted the US State
Department's 2021 Report on
International Religious
Freedom, and said that India
values religious freedom and
human rights.
MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said: "We
have noted the release of the US State Department's 2021
Report on International Religious Freedom, and the illinformed comments by senior US officials. It is unfortunate
that vote bank politics is being practised in international
relations. We would urge that assessments based on motivated inputs and biased views be avoided.
"As a naturally pluralistic society, India values religious
freedom and human rights. In our discussions with the US,
we have regularly highlighted issues of concern there,
including racially and ethnically motivated attacks, hate
crimes and gun violence."
The US State Department's report describes the status of
religious freedom in every country. The report covers government policies violating religious belief and practices of
groups, religious denominations and individuals, and US
policies to promote religious freedom around the world.

INDIA REMINDS PAKISTAN OF ITS 'SHAMEFUL
HISTORY' OF GENOCIDE IN B'DESH
Arul Louis | United Nations

R

esponding to Islamabad's attack on
New Delhi at the UN Security Council
over Kashmir, India has reminded
Pakistan of its "shameful history" of committing the genocide of hundreds of thousands of people in Bangladesh for which it
has not apologised or even acknowledged.
"The reign of terror unleashed by
Pakistan on the population of the then East
Pakistan, saw hundreds of thousands killed
brutally; several thousands of women were
raped," Kajal Bhatt, a counsellor in India's
UN mission, said on Thursday.
"Today, we are discussing how to
strengthen accountability and justice for
serious violations of international law," but
Pakistan is going on "like a broken record"
spewing "malicious" propaganda against
India, she added.
"The irony is perhaps lost on the representative of Pakistan, given their shameful
history of committing genocide in what was
then East Pakistan, and what is now
Bangladesh, over 50 years back for which
there has not even been an acknowledge-

ment much less apology or accountability,"
Bhatt said while exercising the right of reply
to Pakistan's statement.
"Innocent women, children, academics
and intellectuals were treated as weapons
of war in an act of calculated genocide carried out by the Pakistani army what it called
'Operation Searchlight'."
Albania, which is the President of the
Council this month, convened the debate
on "Strengthening accountability and justice for serious violations of international
law".
During the debate, Pakistan's Acting
Permanent Representative Aamir Khan
accused India of "grave breaches of international criminal law" in Kashmir and of trying to change its demographics from
Muslim majority to Hindu majority by cancelling its special constitutional status.
In response, Bhatt said: "The only
attempts at demographic changes are being
perpetrated by terrorists supported by his
country who have been targeting members
of religious minorities in Jammu and
Kashmir as well as those who refuse to toe
their line.
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Bhopal, Saturday, June 4, 2022

'POOR' AIR QUALITY DAYS
INCREASE IN DELHI IN 2022
Team Absolute|New Delhi

D

elhi, between January 1 till
May 31, reported the highest
number of 'poor' air quality
days since 2018 while 'very poor'
days were the least for the same
duration, data from Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) showed.
The CPCB calculates the Air
Quality Index (AQI) based on multiple inputs, including the PM2.5 and
PM10 pollutants. An AQI between
zero and 50 is considered 'good', 51
and 100 'satisfactory', 101 and 200
'moderate', 201 and 300 'poor', 301
and 400 'very poor'. AQI over 401 is
considered 'severe'.
In 2022, for the duration from
January 1 till May 31, there were as
many as 63 per cent days with 'poor'
AQI compared to 51 per cent in 2018,
39 per cent in 2019, 24 per cent in
2020, and 38 per cent in 2021.
There were 12 per cent of days
with 'severe' AQI for the same duration, compared to 18 per cent in
2018, 17 per cent in 2019, 10 per cent
in 2020, and 19 per cent in 2021, the
CPCB data showed.

The year 2020 was an exception
when there were 16 per cent of 'satisfactory' AQI days and 47 per cent
'moderate' AQI days, in contrast to
other years where there were hardly
any 'satisfactory' AQI days.

A meteorologist attributed the rise
in lack of rain from February 25 till
mid-May for the entire Delhi-NCR
and northwest Indian plains.
However, it is not just lack of rains
but the local point sources of pollu-

tion too.
A study by Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE) in 2020 on
'Assessment of industrial air pollution in Delhi NCR' had covered seven
major industrial districts of Alwar,
Bhiwadi, Ghaziabad, Gurugram,
Faridabad, Panipat and Sonipat - all
having an impact on Delhi's air quality - and estimated a coal usage of up
to 1.4 million tonnes by industries in
these regions.
Generally, stubble burning in winter by farmers in Punjab and
Haryana has been blamed for bad air
quality in Delhi NCR. However, studies have established that this is just
one of the multiple causes contributing to the decreasing air quality.
'Point sources of emission', as they
are called, for Delhi include transport, power plants around Delhi,
local sources of burning, brick kilns
around Delhi apart from the stubble
burning.Earlier in the day, another
CSE analysis had said that the geographical spread of ground-level
ozone pollution in Delhi-NCR during
March-April was the highest in the
past four years.

'UNNECESSARY HUE & CRY', SC JUNKS PLEAS ALLEGING ILLEGAL
CONSTRUCTION AT JAGANNATH TEMPLE BY ODISHA GOVT

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Supreme Court on
Friday imposed a fine
of Rs one lakh while
junking petitions that
alleged illegal constructions
and excavation at Shree
Jagannath temple in Puri by
the Odisha government, saying the petitioners unnecessarily made a hue and cry.
The court said the public
amenities activities carried
out by the state government
were in larger public interest.
A vacation bench comprising Justices B.R. Gavai
and Hima Kohli said the

T

petitioners made a hue and
cry as if heavens would fall if
the petitions were not listed.
The bench said: "In the
recent past, it is noticed that
there is a mushroom growth
of public interest litigations.
However, in many of such
petitions, there is no public
interest involved at all. The
petitions are either publicity
interest litigations or personal interest litigation."
The bench said a hue and
cry was made that the construction carried out is contrary to the inspection report
carried out by the
Archaeological Survey of

India. "However, the note of
the Director General of ASI
dated February 21, 2022 as
well as the affidavit filed by
the ASI before the High
Court would falsify this position," said the bench in its
40-page order. The top court
strongly objected to the filing of frivolous petitions,
and termed it "abuse of
process of law".
The bench added, "It is
high time that such so-called
public interest litigations are
nipped in the bud so that the
developmental activities in
the larger public interest are
not stalled".

Seven from Hyderabad killed HYDERABAD GANG-RAPE: ONE HELD, FOUR OTHER ACCUSED IDENTIFIED
Hyderabad police have arrested one accused and identified four others,
in K'taka road accident
including three juveniles, involved in the gang-rape of a 17-year-old girl
in the city on May 28.
T
A
HYDERABAD | Agencies

elangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has expressed
shock over the ghastly road accident
that claimed lives of seven from Hyderabad in
Karnataka's Kalaburagi district on Friday and
announced ex-gratia of Rs 3 lakh each to their
families.
A private bus coming to Hyderabad from
Goa caught fire after a head-on collision with
a DCM van near Kamalapur Friday morning.
According to reports reaching here, the bus
fell into a ditch after the collision and caught
fire. Twenty people were injured in the accident and they have been admitted to a hospital at Gulbarga.A group of people from
Secunderabad here had gone to Goa for a
tour last week and were returning home when
the tragedy struck them. KCR has condoled
the death of people and extended heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family members.
He announced Rs 3 lakh each to the families
of the deceased and Rs 50,000 each for the
injured. He also directed Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar to take necessary steps in this

HYDERABAD | Agencies

regard.The chief minister has directed ministers Harish Rao and Srinivas Yadav to take
steps for transportation of the bodies and for
best possible treatment to the injured.
Earlier, soon after coming to know of the
incident, the Chief Minister alerted the government administration and instructed them
to take up rescue operations immediately. He
directed the authorities to coordinate with
Karnataka government officials and provide
the required medical treatment to the injured
persons in the accident. The chief secretary
asked the district collector of Sangareddy to
coordinate with counterpart of Karnataka and
arrange to shift the bodies and injured.

police officer told reporters on
Friday night that one of the
juveniles will be apprehended
on Saturday while police teams are
on the lookout for three others.
Deputy Commissioner of Police
Joel Davis refused to reveal the identity of the families the three minors
belonged to.
"He is the son of a VIP", was all he
said when asked if the juvenile to be
apprehended on Saturday is the son
of the Wakf Board chairman.
The police officer said the victim's
statement and other evidences gathered so far show that a MLA's son
was not involved in the crime. He
also termed as 'baseless' reports that
the grandson of home minister
Mahmood Ali was involved in the

case.
The accused committed the sexual assault in a vehicle after promising
to drop the girl at her home when
she was returning from a party at a
pub in the posh Jubilee Hills area.

After committing the crime, the
accused dropped her near the pub.
Giving a detailed sequence of
events, the DCP said the victim's
father approached the police on May
31 saying his daughter went to a day-

time non-alcoholic party and suspected that molestation might have
taken place there. He told the police
that the girl was in a state of shock
and was not able to speak.
Based on the complaint, the police
registered a case under Section 354
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Sections 9 and 10 of Prevention of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and took up the investigation. On the direction of the City
Police Commissioner, various teams
were constituted which started collecting details.The police have arrested Saduddin Malik (18), a resident of
Puppalaguda area in the city. The
other major accused is Omair Khan
(18).He exuded confidence that the
remaining accused will be apprehended within 48 hours.

Fire at Delhi's Bhalswa landfill site again Four armed men loot
8
kg
gold
in
Patna
A
Team Absolute|New Delhi

landfill site and firefighters took
several days to completely put it
out.
The cause of the fire is yet to be
ascertained, however, officials
said the rising temperature these
days allows the formation of
methane gas at the dumpyard site
which is extremely flammable.
"It could have triggered a spark
that would have ultimately led to
this massive blaze," said the official.
Experts have time and again
said that to prevent such incidents at the dumping grounds, a
layer of soil should be placed regularly after dumping the waste on
the trash mountain. Whether this
has been implemented or not, is
yet to be learnt.

fire broke out at a landfill
site in the northern outskirts of Delhi on Friday, a
Fire Department official said.
The official said that they
received a call about the fire incident at 1.53 p.m. at a dumping
ground in Bhalaswa Khataafter
which as many as 12 fire tenders
were immediately pressed into
service.
"Currently 10 fire tenders are
working at the spot," the official
said.
As per the visuals from the
spot, plumes of smoke could be
seen billowing out of the mountain of trash.
On April 26 as well, a massive
fire had broken out at the same

Centre got no proposal on Assam airport
for which tea plants uprooted
GUWAHATI/SILCHAR | Agencies

T

he Civil Aviation
Ministry following an
RTI query said it has
not received any proposal for
the construction of a
Greenfield airport in southern Assam's Silchar, even as
the district authority had
uprooted 30 lakh tea plants
last month as part of the land
acquisition for the airport.
The Assam cabinet on May
29 decided that a payment of
Rs 1 lakh as compensation
would be provided to each of
the 1,263 families of Doloo
tea garden (a total of Rs 12.63
crore) as a goodwill gesture
for their cooperation in the
development work of
Greenfield airport at Silchar.
Doloo Tea Garden Save
Coordination Committee
(DTGSCC) on Friday called a
protest rally on June 15
against the "conspiracy to
affect the livelihood of hundreds of tea garden workers".
Chief Public Information
Officer (Under Secretary) of
the Civil Aviation Ministry
Amit Kumar Jha following a

query under the Right to
Information Act categorically
said that the ministry has not
received any proposal for
construction of a Green field
airport at Silchar in Assam.
He said that the government has formulated a Green
field Airports (GFA) Policy,
2008 which provides guidelines, procedure and conditions for establishment of
new Green field Airports in
the country.
"As per the policy, an airport developer, including the

state government, willing to
establish an airport is
required to send a proposal
to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, in the prescribed
format for a two-stage
process -- site clearance followed by in-principle
approval," the official said in
his reply to the RTI queries.
The government has
accorded in-principle
approval for setting up of 21
Green field airports across
the country, the May 31 reply
said.

AWRENCE BISHNOI 'ADMITS'
HIS GANG KILLED
MOOSEWALA: SOURCES
New Delhi: Jailed gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi has admitted that his gang was responsible behind the brutal killing of
acclaimed Punjabi singer
Shubhdep Singh Sidhu, popularly known as Sidhu
Moosewala, sources said on
Friday. Moosewala, 28, was
shot dead on May 29 while he
was travelling in a car and
around a dozen assailants fired
over 30 shots at him. He was
taken to hospital where doctors declared him 'brought
dead'. The Singer's autopsy
report revealed that his body
bore 19 bullet injury marks.
"He confessed that his gang is
responsible for the killing
(Moosewala's murder) but
also said he was not directly
behind it as he is lodged in
jail," official sources said.
Currently lodged in Tihar jail in
a MCOCA (Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act) case, Bishnoi is allegedly
involved in more than five
dozen criminal cases lodged
against him in Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Punjab. He had
once threatened to kill
Bollywood actor Salman
Khan.

Patna|Agencies
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our armed men looted a gold finance
company in Patna on
Friday evening and took
away around 8 kg gold jewellery worth more than Rs
5 crore, police said.
The massive loot took
place in Saket Vihar under
Gardanibagh police station
around 6.30 pm. The robbers came on bikes, barged
into the company office,
and held all the employees
at gunpoint before fleeing
with the gold.

The officials of the gold
finance company claimed
that they have looted
around 8 kg gold. Though,
the exact weight and worth
of gold is under calculation.
The SHO, Gardanibagh
said that the matter is
under investigation.
He also said that another
loot incident took place in
a jewellery shop in
Gardanibagh area.
"We are investigating
both the incidents of loot.
The process of scanning
CCTV cameras is currently

underway and we have
some leads about the
accused," he said.
The incidents of loot are
frequently taking place in
Bihar these days. This was
the fourth gold robbery in
the state since Thursday.
On Thursday, unidentified
robbers looted Rs 1 crore
gold from Sri Krishna jewellers in Patepur under
Mahua police station in
Vaishali district and a similar incident happened in
Gopalganj on when robbers looted gold worth Rs 5
lakh.

Fake helicopter ticket booking
racket unearthed, 4 arrested
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations (IFSO) unit
of the Delhi Police's Special Cell
has busted a fake helicopter ticket
booking module and arrested four
persons in this connection, an official
said on Friday.
The accused were identified as
Deepak Thakur, a resident of Uttar
Pradesh, and Jeki Prasad Kahar,
Pappu Singh, and Vikash Kumar
Bhagat -- all three residents of West
Bengal.
Furnishing details, DCP (IFSO) KPS
Malhotra said a complaint was
received at Cyber Crime regarding
some unknown persons who cheated
the complainant, on the pretext of
booking helicopter tickets for visiting
Mata Vaishno Devi temple shrine,
Jammu.
During the enquiry, the NCRP
(National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal) was analysed and about 112
complaints were found linked to the
same syndicate, in which innocent
people were cheated by the alleged
persons through the same modus

operandi."On technical analysis, the
locations of suspected persons were
located in Bihar, West Bengal and
Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh," the DCP
said.Subsequently, a police team was
constituted which conducted simultaneous raids in Firozabad, UP, Bihar
and West Bengal and arrested the four
accused persons.

"More than 100 complaints with
the same modus operandi were analyzed and after analysis, the suspected
phone numbers/bank account details
of the mastermind i.e website developer were traced from Firozabad, UP
and a huge number of hard disks and
two laptops and 5 mobile phones
were recovered," the official added.
During interrogation it was
revealed that the accused were all
part of an organised gang headed by
accused Deepak Thakur (website
developer) who is a B.Tech student
and designed the websites for cheating innocent religious travellers and
for siphoning off the cheated amount
they used many fake bank accounts.
The modus operandi of this gang
was that they used to make a fake
website for helicopter ticket booking
which seemed similar to the government authorised agents' websites and
they received the booking amount in
bank accounts which they opened
under.
They kept the cheque books and
ATM cards of aforesaid bank accounts
with them to immediately withdraw
the cheated amount.
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RTI ACTIVIST SHOT DEAD OUTSIDE
GOVT OFFICE IN VIDISHA
 A RIGHT TO INFORMATION (RTI) ACTIVIST WAS SHOT
DEAD IN MADHYA PRADESH'S VIDISHA DISTRICT ON
THURSDAY, POLICE SAID.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Right to Information (RTI)
activist was shot dead in
Madhya Pradesh's Vidisha district on Thursday, police said.
The incident in Vidisha, around 60
km from Bhopal, created panic
among residents in the locality as
Ranjeet Soni was shot dead close as
he came out of a government office in
broad daylight.
The local police reached the spot
soon after the incident was reported.
Additional Superintendent of

A

Police, Vidisha, Sameer Yadav told
the press that the victim had gone to
the Janpad Panchayat office to collect
some documents.

As he was stepping out from the
office and reached the gate, he was
shot dead by an unidentified gunman, police said.

Police have started examining
CCTV footage to identify the accused.
"A case has been registered and
police teams have been deployed to
find out the accused," the ASP said.
In February this year, a Dalit RTI
activist was beaten up and was forced
to drink urine in Madhya Pradesh's
Gwalior district.
An RTI activist was abducted and
beaten to death by some unidentified
people in Morena district, neighbouring Gwalior, in 2017.
A Bhopal-based RTI activist, who
did not want to be named, said: "RTI
activists are being threatened on a
daily basis and it is becoming dangerous to work in Madhya Pradesh. We
have been demanding the implementation of the whistleblower act in the
state to protect RTI activists."

Water woes in MP

2 dead, many sick after
drinking contaminated water
Due to the scorching summer heat, accessing potable
water has become a challenge for people across
Madhya Pradesh. This summer, people are witnessing
unprecedented water shortage in the state, including in
the capital city of Bhopal.
In Madhya Pradesh, water
shortage is a recurring issue
every summer.
On Thursday, a video surfaced on social media showing some women scaling the
wall of a deep well to fetch
water in a village in Dindori
district.
A more drastic incident
has occurred in Narsinghpur
district where two people
died and many fell ill after
reportedly drinking contaminated water on Thursday.
As per official reports,
around 30 people were

admitted to a government
hospital after they complained of stomach ache due
to consuming contaminated
water.
A senior doctor at the hospital where these people are
being treated told IANS,
"There was a rush of complaints of stomach pain and it
came to be known that it
occurred due to contaminated water. The district administration has ordered a probe
into the matter.
"Around 30 people were
admitted to the hospital, of
which two persons have died

CM TO INAUGURATE THE WORKSHOP
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will inaugurate a workshop on the analysis and future strategy of National
Achievement Survey 2021 on June 4 at 10 am at Kushabhau
Thakrey International Auditorium. In the workshop, a short
presentation will be made on the achievements of Madhya
Pradesh in the National Achievement Survey 2021 with the
screening of a short film afterwards. Chouhan will provide guidance to the teachers after discussing the strategy and desired
results of the upcoming National Achievement Survey. School
Education Minister (Independent Charge) and State Minister,
General Administration Inder Singh Parmar will also be present.

CM GREETS ON WORLD CYCLE DAY
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that by
encouraging the use of bicycles, we can contribute in building a
healthy India-healthy Madhya Pradesh. While coaxing the people
of the state to encourage the use of bicycles, CM Chouhan said
that it is useful for environmental protection as well as for physical exercise and better health. While sending best wishes to the
people of the state through social media on World Cycle Day,
Chouhan exhorted people to contribute towards environmental
protection by ensuring maximum use of cycles. Chouhan in his
message to the people of the state wrote that health, healthy body
and happiness are the foundation of a good life. Make sure to take
some time out for cycling or exercise out of the busy schedule.
Referring to his memories associated with the cycle, Chief
Minister has written that - "The cycle had tied the life strings of our
loved ones, we all have many sweet memories connected to it."

TWO DOCTORS HELD FOR
SWINDLING MONEY
UNDER HEALTH SCHEME
Bhopal: The police on
Friday arrested the director of
a private hospital and his
associate in Madhya
Pradesh's Bhopal for allegedly swindling lakhs of rupees
under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme meant to provide
healthcare to the poor, an
official said. According to the
police, the accused, with the
help of middlemen, allegedly
got patients admitted to the
hospital and inflated their
bills for false claims. "We
arrested hospital director Dr
Vivek Singh Parihar and his
associate Amit Ingle, who
embezzled lakhs of rupees in
the treatment of around 200
patients under the scheme,"
crime branch deputy commissioner of police Amit
Kumar said. The accused
have been booked under relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code, he said. The
accused were being interrogated and will be produced
in court, Kumar said.

while the others are undergoing treatment. A health team
has been deployed in the village from where this incident
was reported," said a doctor
posted in the Narsinghpur
district hospital.
Last week, after a review
meeting of Jal Jeevan
Mission, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan had
said that in a span of two
years, the mission has registered a stupendous rise from
17.5 lakh to more than 50
lakh tap water connections in
the state.
The state government has
fixed a target of 1.22 crore
rural families for supplying
tap water connection under
the Jal Jeevan Mission by
2024. The government's
reports claimed that schools
and anganwadis operating in
the rural areas are also being
provided tap water connection under this mission.

Ensure On-Time Availability of
Paper for Ballot Paper: SEC

Team Absolute |Bhopal

tate Election Commissioner Basant
Pratap Singh gave directives to ensure
availability of paper for Ballot Paper in
order to conduct smooth Panchayat Elections
in a meeting held at State Election
Commission. He added "The officials need to
prepare a work-plan for timely distribution of
Ballot Paper for Urban Body Election" and
"575-ton paper is required for distribution of
Ballot-Paper in Tri-Partite Election".
Principal Secretary, Revenue Department
Manish Rastogi communicated that paper of
determined color for printing of ballot paper
for election of Panch, Sarpanch, Janpad, Zila
Panchayats will be provided within the timeframe. He said that distribution of 8types of
envelope will be achieved. Secretary State
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Pick the Spot for Counting of
Votes and Strong Room Instantly
Secretary State Election Commission
Rakesh Singh gave directives to all
Collectors and District Election Officers
to promptly elect separate spots for
counting of votes and Temporary Strong
Room for Panchayat and Urban Body
elections. He said to apprise the commission about the incumbent arrangements made on the elected spots. It is
worth mentioning that elections in
Panchayats and Urban Bodies will be
conducted by voting in the ballot box
and through EVMs respectively.

Election Commission Rakesh Singh, Deputy
Secretary Arun Parmar and Aziza Sarshaar
Zafar along with other officers were present.

ADM rank official to probe
Guna killing incident

Due to the scorching summer heat, accessing potable water has
become a challenge for people across Madhya Pradesh. This summer, people are witnessing unprecedented water shortage in the
state, including in the capital city of Bhopal.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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TREE PLANTATION IS NECESSARY FOR THE
SAFETY OF COMING GENERATIONS - CM
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said
that tree plantation is necessary in order to protect earth for
our coming generations. If the environment is not conserved, then the coming generations will have to struggle
more to maintain their existence. Chouhan said this while
interacting with media representatives after planting
saplings in the premises of Circuit House No. 1 of Jabalpur
on Friday. Chouhan planted saplings of Peepal and
Moulshree along with Pranavayu and Walk in Clean organisations of Jabalpur.
Chouhan said that trees gives life to us, they give shelter to
many animals along with giving oxygen. Trees are also helpful in retaining moisture by absorbing water, releasing water
drop by drop during the summer. Chief Minister Chouhan
called upon the general public to plant saplings on their
birthdays, marriage anniversaries and in the virtuous
remembrance of parents.
The Peepal planted today is believed to purify environment. It is also known as shady tree. It also has religious and
Ayurvedic significance. Moulshree is a medicinal tree, it has
been used in Ayurveda for centuries.

An administrative official of Additional District Magistrate
(ADM) rank has been appointed to investigate the Guna
killings, in which three police personnel were shot dead last
month by alleged poachers in Madhya Pradesh.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

n administrative official
of Additional District
Magistrate (ADM) rank
has been appointed to investigate the Guna killings, in
which three police personnel
were shot dead last month by
alleged poachers in Madhya
Pradesh. Guna district collector Frank Noble A. has authorised Aditya Singh (ADM) to
probe the matter. As per official sources, the investigation
will be conducted focusing
on various angles, including
the role of police, forest
department etc.
Other subjects like who
gave tip-off about the presence of poachers in the forest
area to the police, whether
the forest department was
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informed before the police
team went to the forest and
what response the team
received etc. will be part of
the investigation, sources
told IANS. Inspector General
(IG) of the Gwalior-Chambal
division, Anil Sharma, was
removed from his post within
24 hours of the incident for
not reaching the spot on
time. Later, Guna
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Rajeev Kumar Mishra was
also transferred to the police
headquarters in Bhopal.
On the intervening night of
May 13-14, three cops were
killed by alleged poachers in
a forest area in Guna district.
The cops who were on night
patrolling were killed after a
group of poachers opened
fire on them.

One poacher was also
killed in the same encounter
while another was killed in
an encounter that took place
later on the same day.
A third poacher was killed
in an encounter a few days
later. Later, two other
accused, who were arrested,
were shot in the legs after
they allegedly tried to escape
from police custody.
The incident had sparked a
political controversy in the
state, and both the ruling BJP
and the opposition Congress
had accused each other of
association with the alleged
poachers.
The deceased policemen
were sub-inspector Rajkumar
Jatav, principal constable
Neeraj Bhargava and constable Santram Meena.

BJP workers scuffle during Nadda's visit to Jabalpur WILL PLANT ONE CRORE
 BJP workers
indulged in
scuffle during
party's national
president J.P.
Nadda's visit to
Jabalpur in
Madhya
Pradesh on
Thursday. Chief
Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
and state president Vishnu
Dutt Sharma
had to intervene to bring
the situation
under control
and to clear the
way for Nadda
amid a large
gathering of the
party workers.

Team Absolute |Bhopal

JP workers indulged in scuffle during
party's national president J.P. Nadda's visit
to Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and state president Vishnu Dutt Sharma had to
intervene to bring the situation under control
and to clear the way for Nadda amid a large gathering of the party workers.
Nadda, who was on a visit to Jabalpur on
Wednesday, was given a grand welcome and a
roadshow was organised by the state unit of the
party. After the roadshow, Nadda along with
Chouhan and other senior party leaders headed
towards the party office in Jabalpur. In the meantime, BJP workers in an attempt to come closer to
Nadda started pushing each other, which result-
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ed in a scuffle. This prompted Chief Minister
Chouhan to act and ask the party workers to
behave. Party workers heeded the Chief
Minister's instruction and cleared the way for
Nadda towards the party office. A video of the
incident went viral on social media on Thursday.
On Thursday morning, Nadda reached a
Dalit's house for breakfast in Jabalpur. He was
accompanied by Shivraj Singh Chouhan, state
BJP president V.D. Sharma and Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia and some other party leaders. He also held meetings with booth level workers and encouraged them to speed up their
efforts for local body polls and also for the assembly elections due next year. "I wanted to meet you
earlier but it could not happen due to the Covid
pandemic. The way you have welcomed me, I am
impressed. Election time has come and I would
urge all of you to reach out to the people to seek
their support," Nadda said addressing the party
workers in Jabalpur. Nadda is on a three-day visit
to Madhya Pradesh from June 1 to 3. His tour
started on Wednesday morning after he reached
Bhopal, where he participated in several programmes and chaired meetings with state party
leaders at the BJP headquarters.

32 LAKH SAPLINGS: SHAH
Bhopal: Forest Minister Kunwar Vijay Shah has said that
one crore 32 lakh saplings will be planted in 18 thousand 406
hectare area with the help of local communities in Narmada
watershed area. Plantation of saplings of local forest species
of these areas will be prioritized.
Shah informed that decision of large-scale plantation in
order to keep the Narmada river, the life-line of the state
flowing and clean, with a view to restore the forest areas
located in the catchment area of river Narmada has been
taken this year.
This year World Environment Day will be celebrated on
June 5 as Sankalp Diwas in the catchment area of river
Narmada. Guidelines have been issued by the Forest
Department in this regard. In order to increase awareness
about forests, active cooperation of local citizens, voluntary
organizations, public representatives and government
departments will be taken by the regional units. Preparations
for plantation have been completed in the catchment areas
of river Narmada. This year, instructions have been given to
register the plantation being done on forest lands during the
rainy season on 'Plantation Monitoring System.'

Mitigation steps suggested on Ken-Betwa project's impact on wildlife
 Admitting that Ken Betwa Link Project
will have negative impacts on three key
species -- tiger, vulture and gharial -the Integrated Landscape Management
Plan for Greater Panna Landscape
released on Thursday has proposed
multiple prescriptive steps for conservation of these species along with community management.
Team Absolute |New Delhi

dmitting that Ken Betwa Link Project will have
negative impacts on three key species -- tiger,
vulture and gharial -- the Integrated Landscape
Management Plan for Greater Panna Landscape
released on Thursday has proposed multiple prescriptive steps for conservation of these species along with
community management.
The Ken-Betwa Link Project was approved by the
Centre in December 2021 for implementation following the signing of an agreement on March 22, 2021
between the Union Minister of Jal Shakti and the Chief
Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh in the
presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
This is the first major centrally driven river interlinking project in the country. The Integrated
Landscape Management Plan for Greater Panna
Landscape has been prepared by the Wildlife Institute
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of India (WII). The plan period has been identified for
10 years from 2022-23 to 2032-33.
"Despite its noble intentions and much-needed
expected outcomes, Ken Betwa Link Project will have
negative impacts on three key species i.e. tiger, vulture
and gharial. These concerns include disrupting connectivity, submerging nesting habitat and reducing
flow requirements respectively for these species," the
Plan document admitted upfront.
For the tigers, the Plan identified 28 habitat cores
and 67 potential corridor links and said, there are
around 60 tigers in the Panna Tiger Reserve (PTR)
with overall population growth rate of about 27 per
cent with an annual growth rate of 31 per cent. A total

of 37 adults /sub-adults have dispersed in the landscape between 2013 and 2021, it said, adding, "Over
60 per cent of PTR is suitable for tigers and there are
still unoccupied areas. Carrying capacity of tigers in
PTR can be around 130 individuals."
The Plan document has suggested 21 prescription
steps including continuous camera-trap monitoring
systems (CCMS); Crime Detection and Alert Systems
(CDAS); Genetic Management; Diversion of Road
Traffic volume, Strategic Fencing and Alert Systems,
and Recognition and Protection of Important Tiger
Habitats (satellite cores, stepping stones and corridors), among others.
For the vultures, the Plan said, there are seven vul-

ture species present in the PTR and the landscape.
PTR accounts for 34 per cent of the total population of
vultures in Greater Panna Landscape (GPL) and
accounts for 14 per cent of highly suitable cliff-nesting
habitats in the GPL.
Vultures use the entire landscape for feeding, the
Plan said and suggested 19 prescription steps for conservation including Fencing of Carcass dump sites,
establishment of electronic surveillance system,
demographic and genetic structure profiling, disease
surveillance and monitoring, among others.
Highlighting the low population size of gharials in
Ken River, the Plan said muggers are relatively abundant in PTR and Ken Gharial Sanctuary - 38-62 individuals. It mentioned the restocking efforts ongoing
since 1983 wherein 167 individuals have been
released in the 13 sq kms suitable habitat of gharials.
The Plan document suggested 14 prescription steps
including protection of crocodile priority and restricted zones; protection and co-management of river
habitats; population estimation and monitoring, and
management of artificial sandbanks.
With a proposed total budget of Rs 1,012.44 crore,
the Plan also suggested steps for biodiversity conservation, community engagements and integrated management. The implementation strategies include
Special Purpose Vehicle called as Greater Panna
Landscape Council (GPLC) that will comprise Union
Ministries of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change & Jal Shakti and state governments of Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
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No Tobacco Please

T

he tobacco industry and tobacco
consumption are exacerbating
soil, air and water pollution, along
with deforestation, according to one
expert.
"The tobacco industry is one of the
main causes of global deforestation, since
it cuts down trees to create an area for
tobacco plants, which need a lot of insecticides that end up destroying the soil,"
Gabriela Jimenez, an expert at the
Ecology Institute of Mexico's National
Autonomous University, said on World
No Tobacco Day, which has been celebrated worldwide by the World Health
Organization and its member states on
May 31 every year since 1987.
Given that the tobacco industry costs
the globe 600 million trees every year,
Jimenez said the impact is "a dramatic
environmental loss because trees produce oxygen, purify the air and create
fertile soil", Xinhua news agency reported. One of the problems seriously affecting the environment is the disposal of
millions of cigarette butts, generally
thrown by smokers on the ground, said
the expert.When it rains, they (cigarette
butts) are swept into sewers and contaminate water sources such as rivers,
lakes and seas,cigarette butts can take
up to 10 years to decompose, as most
cigarette filters are composed of cellulose
acetate, a form of plastic. To protect the
environment, smokers "could do their
part by picking up cigarette butts."

3 KILLED IN SHOOTING
OUTSIDE US CHURCH

Washington|Agencies
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hree people, including
the gunman, were
killed during a shooting
incident outside a church in
the US state of Iowa, authorities said.
The incident took place on
Thursday evening in Ames, a
city in Story County about 50
km north of state capital Des
Moines, reports Xinhua news
agency.
Taking to Twitter, the Story
County Sheriff's Office said
they received multiple calls
reporting that a male individual had shot two people in
the parking lot of the
Cornerstone Church. "There
are three people deceased,
one of them being the male
identified as the shooter," the
Office said, adding that the
gunman died of a self-inflicted wound."There is not an
ongoing threat to the community. There will be no further updates at this time," it

added.
Iowa Governor Kim
Reynolds said the shooting
was an "act of senseless violence"."Tonight's act of
senseless violence took the
lives of two innocent victims
at their place of worship.
Kevin and I grieve for the
families who have suffered an
unfathomable loss," she
tweeted early Friday morning. "And while the investigation continues and we learn
more, we ask that Iowans
pray for the victims and their
families, the members of
Cornerstone Church, and the
entire Ames community."
This incident in Ames follows several high-profile
mass shootings.
Ten people were killed at a
Buffalo, New York, grocery
store on May 14, while 19
children and two teachers
were shot dead at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas,
school on May 24.

POJK/GB: THE GATHERING
STORM OF PUBLIC DISCONTENT
In a hurriedly called meeting of the senior executive members of the Gilgit-Baltistan
Awami Action Committee held in Gilgit this week, it was decided that if the government of Pakistan does not reverse its decision restore wheat subsidy by June 2 then
the Committee will have no choice but to take to the streets in protest.
Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza
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imilar meetings were held in Astore and
Shagar districts of Pakistan occupied
Gilgit-Baltistan (PoGB) during which
protest committees were set up at 'mohallah'
(neighbourhood) level.
Manzoor Parwana, leader of Gilgit-Baltistan
United Movement, has warned that the subsidy given to PoGB is not charity but an obligation set up by the resolutions of the UN
since the region is disputed. He told this
scribe that due to cuts in wheat subsidy the
cost of a bag of flour would increase by at least
1,000 PKR.
On June 2, pensioners Association in
Pakistan occupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK)
will observe a sit-in at the new civil secretariat
in Muzafarabad. They are asking for the
implementation of the notification regarding
10 per cent increase in their pensions.
On May 31, members of the PoJK Assembly
made fiery speeches against the Pakistan government's decision to cut 7.5 billion PKR from
THE PoJK development fund and an additional 7 billion PKR from the current PoJK
budget.
It is already common knowledge that the
government will make a further cut of 10 billion PKR from the 2022-23 PoJK budget.
This much needed finance will further
deprive PoJK of indispensable infrastructure
development. Currently there are 49 colleges
in PoJK that have no rooftop. Several colleges
lack facilities such as science and computer
laboratories, furniture and even adequate
number of teaching and administrative staff.
The condition of roads and hospitals in
PoJK is no different. Every day our people
plunge to their deaths in ravines in road
mishaps due to lack of safety walls. Scores of
patients die each month due to lack of basic
medical facilities and anti-venom vaccines.

Hence, it is not hard to imagine the effect
budget cuts are going to have on the already
finance starved economy of PoJK.
Pakistan's trade deficit lurks between $35$40 billion and its foreign currency reserves
remain minimal (below $16 billion). There
seems to be no quick remedy to fix a chronic
loan-dependent economy.
Loans are like steroids. They might act as a
quick fix for an acute medical condition such
as inflammation, but in the long run it ends
up doing more harm than good since long
term use of steroids weakens ones immunity,
causes thinning of bones and high blood
pressure.
The adverse effects of spill over of
Pakistan's economic hardship into PoJK/GB

India and Canada have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
establish stronger cooperation on environmental protection and climate
action.
Stockholm|Agencies
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ndia's Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav and Canadian
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Steven Guilbeault on Thursday
signed the MoU to increase bilateral
cooperation on climate action, environmental protection and conservation.
The signing took place on the sidelines of the Stockholm+50 meeting and
was made possible thanks to an earlier
meeting between the two ministers at
COP26 last year.
Under the MoU, both countries have
agreed to collaborate, exchange information and expertise, and support the
respective ambition in a wide range of
areas, including increasing renewable
energy capacity, decarbonizing heavy
industries, reducing plastic pollution,
supporting the sound management of
chemicals, and ensuring sustainable
consumption.

Both countries are intent on supporting each other's climate and environmental goals by finding effective, longterm solutions that will also provide
opportunities to advance economic
growth and job creation.
Canada has several proven clean
technologies which could be of interest
to India, such as water and waste management systems, clean hydrogen,
smart grids, and energy storage.
The MoU builds on existing cooperation between both countries, such as
our common work as members of the
High Ambition Coalition for Nature and
People, which is advocating for world
leaders to adopt a post-2020 global biodiversity framework to conserve 30 per
cent of the world's marine and terrestrial areas by 2030.
The environment is also increasingly
under threat from plastic waste and pollution. Canada has been tackling this
threat by proposing bans on harmful

Washington|Agencies
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Russian state-owned company that
supports the country's defence industry.Additionally, the Department of
State will sanction a number of
Russian individuals, including Maria

Zakharova, the Spokesperson for the
Russian Foreign Ministry, and oligarchs God Nisanov and Alexey
Mordashov.
Mordashov, whose family members
and companies are also being sanctioned, has ties to one of Russia's leading domestic steel producers, the
White House said.
Aimed at further limiting the
Russian military's ability to obtain
technologies and other items needed
for sustaining its military operation,
the Department of Commerce will add
71 Russia- and Belarus-based entities
to the Entity List, "effectively cutting
them off from obtaining US-origin
items or foreign-made products
derived from certain US technology or
software," the fact sheet said.
"So far, the United States has added
1,000 parties to Treasury's Specially
Designated Nationals and Blocked
Persons List and more than 300 parties
have been added to Commerce's
Entity List," read the fact sheet.

single-use plastics, investing in innovative solutions, and laying the foundation
for a circular economy.
Working more closely with India will
help the collective interest to move
toward a zero-plastic waste future.
"This agreement is a significant milestone for Indo-Canadian relations on
some of the most pressing global issues
of our time. We are launching a collaborative process between our two governments that will strengthen each of our
responses to the challenges we face in
dealing with climate action and nature
protection," said Guilbeault, Minister of
Environment and Climate Change.
India is a key partner in addressing
climate change and environmental
issues.
By 2030, India will become the
world's third-largest economy and is
currently the world's third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, after China and
the US.

5 NAMES SHORLISTED FOR S.KOREA'S
NEW PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE
Seoul:Five names have been shortlisted for South Korea's new presidential
office, it was announced on Friday
The shortlisted names are The People's
House, Itaewon-ro 22, The People's
Government Office, Mineum
Government Office and Bareunnuri,
Yonhap News Agency quoted the presidential office as saying.The five were chosen from among 30,000 entries submitted
by the public over a one-month period
starting April 15.
The naming contest got under way
after President Yoon Suk-yeol decided to
move the presidential office out of
Cheong Wa Dae and into what used to be
the defense ministry compound to draw
closer to the public. The former presidential office, which was called Cheong Wa
Dae because of its blue roof, was located
on a secluded compound on a hill.
Mineum derives from Chinese characters that mean "people" and "voice".
Bareunnuri roughly translates to "righteous world" while Itaewon-ro 22 combines the street address of the presidential office with 2022, the year the office
opened. The five names will be put to a
vote online at www.epeople.go.kr/idea
from Friday through next June 9.

oppressed. PoJK/GB have been suffering from
a humanitarian crisis for quite sometime
now. The current economic hardship might
just prove to be the last straw that broke the
back of the camel.
Undoubtedly, the public discontent simmering below the surface is akin to the
molten of a volcano waiting for the right pressure to build up in order for it to burst out into
the open and become free.
(Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza is an author and a
human rights activist from Mirpur in PoJK.
He currently lives in exile in the UK)

international

INDIA, CANADA SIGN PACT ON CLIMATE ACTION

US announces new sanctions
targeting Russian elites
he administration of US
President Joe Biden has
announced a new round of sanctions targeting Russian political and
business elites, in an effort to further
punish Russia for its military operation
in Ukraine.
The new round of sanctions were
announced by the US on Thursday,
Xinhua news agency reported.
According to a fact sheet from the
White House, the Treasury
Department will impose sanctions on
Sergei Roldugin and his family members.
Roldugin, the White House said, is a
close associate of Russian President
Vladimir Putin and a money manager
of Putin's offshore wealth.
Also on the sanctions list are the
CEO of Imperial Yachts, which the
White House said provides services to
Putin's inner circle, and the Head of
the United Aircraft Corporation, a

are already being felt as families of migrant
workers make calls to their loved ones abroad
asking for more money to run their kitchen.
In the coming days and months as the economic strife of the people of PoJK/GB
becomes acute, there will be protests across
the occupied territories which could very easily turn into an anti Pakistan occupation
movement.The gathering storm of public discontent and the incapacity of the PoJK/GB
puppet governments to address issues of
employment, pensions and, health and education will expose the worthlessness of the
slogan Qalma Ka Rishta' (bond of faith) with
Pakistan and unmask the true
nature of the relation between
the oppressor and the

Saudi Arabia issues rules for airlines
transporting Haj pilgrims
Riyadh|Agencies

he Saudi General
Authority of Civil
Aviation (GACA) has
issued new rules for airlines
transporting pilgrims for the
upcoming Haj season.
The rules cover all airlines
working in the kingdom's
airports, including private
airlines, regarding the
health requirements that
should be met by passengers arriving in Saudi Arabia
to perform Haj, Xinhua
news agency quoted the
GACA as saying.
According to the new
rules, pilgrim passengers
should be less than 65 years
old, have completed immunisation with basic doses of
Covid-19 vaccines, and submit a negative PCR tes taken
within 72 hours prior to
departure. Meanwhile, flag
carrier Saudia announced
on Thursday the allocation
of 14 aircraft for pilgrims,
which are expected to make
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268 international flights
from and to 15 destinations
worldwide, as well as 32
domestic flights.
In total, the airline will be
responsible for providing
around 107,000 international and 12,800 domestic
seats, it added.
In April, Saudi Arabia
announced its plan to
receive 1 million domestic
and foreign pilgrims during
the upcoming Haj season,
marking the first time that
foreign pilgrims will be
allowed to perform the
annual pilgrimage after the
previous two seasons, which
were restricted to domestic
pilgrims due to Covid-19
outbreaks.

Poland not to get EU funds
soon despite approval
Warsaw|Agencies

P

olish President
Andrzej Duda welcomed the
European Commission's
(EC) approval of the
National Recovery Plan
(KPO), but his country
still has to wait for the
funds.
Speaking at a press
conference with visiting
EC President Ursula von
der Leyen and Polish
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki near
Warsaw, Duda said the
approvement "has a
breakthrough significance for Poland to be
able to obtain EU funds
in the future", Xinhua
news agency reported.
A dispute over the rule
of law had led to the EC
delaying its approval of
the KPO, prompting the
Polish government to

adhere to a European
Court demand that it liquidate a judicial disciplinary body.
Duda expressed satisfaction that his amendments to the Supreme
Court law "have led to
agreement both in the
Polish parliament and in
the European Union."
The EC President officially confirmed the EU
executive's long-awaited
approval of the KPO on
Wednesday.

This will enable the
conditional release of
23.9 billion euros ($25
billion) in grants and
11.5 billion euros in
loans. "The approval of
this plan is linked to
clear commitment by
Poland on the independence of the judiciary,"
von der Leyen said, noting it's not the end of the
road for the rule of law in
Poland.
However, the
Commission's approval
of the KPO must be confirmed by the other 26
EU member states within
four weeks before the
funds can be released.
"First payment will
only be possible when
the new law is in force"
and all other conditions
are met," said von der
Leyen.
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FOLLOW COVID NORMS OR FACE RESTRICTIONS
AGAIN: CHIEF MINISTER THACKERAY TO PEOPLE

BJP, SHIV SENA TO FIGHT IT OUT FOR SIXTH
SEAT OF RAJYA SABHA FROM MAHARASHTRA

 MAHARASHTRA
CHIEF MINISTER
UDDHAV
THACKERAY ON
THURSDAY SAID
PEOPLE SHOULD
USE FACE
MASKS, VACCINATE THEMSELVES AND
FOLLOW DISCIPLINE IF THEY
DON'T WISH TO
EXPERIENCE
COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS
AGAIN.

The election will be held on June 10. This will be for the first time in more than two
decades that Maharashtra will see election to the Upper House of the Parliament.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

hiv Sena and BJP will battle it out for
the sixth seat of Rajya Sabha from
Maharashtra as none of the seven
candidates in the fray - four of the ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) and three of
BJP - withdrew their nomination on
Friday.
The election will be held on June 10.
This will be for the first time in more than
two decades that the state will see election
to the Upper House of the Parliament. The
last such election was in 1998, where the
Congress candidate Ram Pradhan had lost
despite the party having enough numbers
in its favour.
In 1998, the election was held as per the
secret ballot system, while this time the
voters (MLAs) will have to show their vote
to the party whip before dropping it into
the ballot box.
The deadline to withdraw the nominations was 3 pm on Friday. The BJP has
fielded Union minister Piyush Goyal, Anil
Bonde and former MP Dhananjay
Mahadik, while Shiv Sena has put up two
candidates - Sanjay Raut and Sanjay

Pawar. NCP has renominated Praful Patel,
while Congress has fielded Imran
Pratapgarhi. The fight for the sixth seat is
between BJP's Mahadik and Sena's Sanjay
Pawar.
Before the deadline ended, a threemember delegation of Maharashtra's ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) on Friday
morning met senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis here with a request that his party
withdraws its third candidate.
The MVA delegation told Fadnavis that
the BJP can take one additional seat in the
biennial Legislative Council elections to 10
seats scheduled later this month if it withdraws its third candidate for the Rajya
Sabha polls. But the BJP remained firm on
fielding the third candidate with Fadnavis
giving a counter-offer to the three-party
combine in the state. State Food and Civil
Supplies Minister and senior NCP leader
Chhagan Bhujbal told PTI that he met
Fadnavis along with Sunil Kedar of the
Congress and Anil Desai of the Shiv Sena.
"We proposed that BJP withdraws its
third candidate to facilitate an unopposed
election to the Rajya Sabha and in return
can take one additional seat to the

Legislative Council, where biennial elections to 10 seats are scheduled later this
month," Bhujbal said.
"But Fadnavis gave a counter-offer saying the MVA withdraw its fourth candidate
for Rajya Sabha and take an additional
seat for the Legislative Council. So election
to Rajya Sabha looks inevitable after two
decades. The fight will be between Shiv
Sena's Sanjay pawar and BJP's third candidate Dhananjay Mahadik," he said, adding
one candidate of Sena, NCP and Congress
are safe as the whip is binding on them
and violation attracts disqualification.
They will have to show their vote on the
ballot paper to the party whip before dropping it into the box, Bhujbal said.
Maharashtra BJP president Chandrakant
Patil said the party's top leadership supported the decision to contest the third
Rajya Sabha seat from the state, rejecting
the three-party MVA's proposal to field
only two candidates.
Speaking to reporters before the deadline to withdraw nominations got over,
Patil said, "There is no precedence in BJP
to withdraw a nomination. We have our
own calculations, which is why we decided

to field the third candidate. If MVA wants
to avoid voting, it should withdraw one of
its candidate." "There was a proposal to
give three seats to BJP in this Rajya Sabha
election, while in the next election of
Maharashtra legislative council, BJP will
field only four candidates. They (MVA)
offered us a fifth seat in the upper house of
state legislature, but demanded that we
should contest only two seats in the RS
polls," he said.
The party leaders in the state discussed
this offer with the central leadership, but it
was decided to contest three seats, Patil
added.
Notably, the 288-member Legislative
Assembly is the electoral college for the
Rajya Sabha election. Shiv Sena has 55
MLAs, NCP 53, Congress 44 and BJP 106.
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi three, Samajwadi
Party, AIMIM, Prahar Janshakti Party two
each, CPI(M), MNS, PWP, Swabhimani
Party, Rashtriya Samaj Party, Jansurajya
Party, Krantikari Shetkari Party one each,
independends 13 and there is one vacancy
due to the death of one Sena MLA Ramesh
Latke recently. Two of NCP MLAs - Nawab
Malik and Anil Deshmukh - are in jail.

Team Absolute|Mumbai
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Two Booked For Firing At Man On Deshmukh exercised undue influence
Suspicion Of Being Police Informer
in transfer posting: CBI
The incident
occurred around
1.45 am on
Thursday near
Versova bridge in
Bhayandar, but
nobody was injured
in the firing, he said.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

wo members of a gang
allegedly opened fire at a
man in Kashimira area of
Maharashtra's Thane district,
suspecting him to be a police
informer and holding him
responsible for the arrest of a
drug trafficker, an official said
on Friday. The incident

occurred around 1.45 am on
Thursday near Versova bridge
in Bhayandar, but nobody was
injured in the firing, he said.
"Suspecting that the victim
was a police informer and
believing that it was due to him
that a drug trafficker has been
arrested, the accused duo followed the car in which he was
travelling and fired two rounds
at him," said the official of
Kashimira police station located under Mira Bhayandar-Vasai
Virar police commissionerate.
Following the incident,
Soyeb Kacchi, 32, lodged a
complaint against Anil Singh
and Rahul Vishwakarma, based
on which a case was registered
against the duo under the Arms
Act.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he CBI in its charge sheet filed in
connection with the Rs 100 crore
extortion case filed against former
Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh and his two personal secretaries, Sanjeev Palande and Kundan
Shinde, has mentioned that Deshmukh
and others allegedly attempted to obtain
undue advantage for improper and dishonest performance of their public
duties.
"Deshmukh and others exercised
undue influence over the transfers and
postings of Police Officers," the charge
sheet says.
The charge sheet was filed on
Thursday before a special Mumbai
court. The CBI has shown former
Mumbai cop Sachin Waze as an

approver in its charge sheet. Former top
Mumbai Cop Param Bir Singh has also
been accused in the matter. The charge
sheet is running over 49 pages. The CBI
sources said that Waze's statement will
play a crucial role in proving the case of

the prosecution as he has turned
approver."Deshmukh and Vaze used to
talk on phone frequently. Between
December 2020 and February 2021,
Vaze allegedly collected around Rs 4.70
crore from the owners of Orchestra bar
situated across Mumbai. Deshmukh's
PA Shinde allegedly collected the said
amount from Vaze. Deshmukh's PS
Suryankant Palande allegedly passed
instructions on behalf of Deshmukh," a
CBI source said quoting the charge
sheet A preliminary enquiry was registered by the CBI on April 6, 2021 as per
direction by the Bombay High Court.
After the inquiry the CBI had on April
21, 2021 registered a case against
Deshmukh and others.
Deshmukh was arrested on
November 2, 2021 by the CBI on money
laundering charges.

68% OF MAHARASHTRA'S COVID CASES ARE NOW IN MUMBAI
Mumbai has reported 739
fresh COVID-19 cases with
a total number of active
cases rising to 2,970 as of
Wednesday.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ndia is witnessing a jump in
COVID-19 cases in recent days
and so is the condition of India's
financial capital, Mumbai. Mumbai
has reported 739 fresh COVID-19
cases with a total number of active
cases rising to 2,970 as of
Wednesday, as per the Health
Ministry.
On seeing the increase in cases of
the coronavirus in Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) officials have
asked all hospitals and COVID centres in Mumbai to be ready to combat any further spread of the virus in
the city.
Additional commissioner Sanjeev

Kumar said, "Yesterday, we had a
meeting with all the hospitals and
COVID centres in Mumbai. We
request people to wear masks in
crowded areas."
The BMC officials say that all hospitals and COVID centres have been
alerted after the meeting.

The testing for COVID-19 has been
increased in Mumbai so that more
and more people can get tested for
the virus. "There is no need to worry,
as the patients who are catching the
virus now are having more symptoms," said Kumar.
Meanwhile, India saw a jump of

nearly 1,000 COVID-19 cases in a single day, recording 3,712 fresh infections in the last 24 hours. As many as
2,745 new COVID cases in the country were recorded on Wednesday.
According to the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare's data on
Thursday, this is for the first time that
the country's daily COVID count
breached the 3,000 infection mark in
nearly 22 days. The cases had begun
to decline after the single-day hike of
3,207 cases on May 9.
A positivity rate of 0.05 per cent
was observed in the last 24 hours, the
Health Ministry informed today.
With the addition of fresh infections,
the country's COVID-19 active
cumulative caseload stood at 19,509.
With 2,584 recoveries in the last 24
hours, the total recoveries now
reached 4,26,20,394. India's recovery
rate is currently at 98.74 per cent.
Having reported 1,081 new
COVID-19 cases on Wednesday, it
has been Maharashtra that has contributed a majority of cases to India's
COVID count.

hief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on
Thursday said people
should use face masks, vaccinate themselves and follow
discipline if they don't wish
to experience COVID-19
restrictions again.
Speaking at the state
COVID-19 task force meeting
amid a rise in the number of
cases over the past few days,
Thackeray said the government will keep a watch over
the situation for a fortnight.
Maharashtra on Thursday
recorded 1,045 new coronavirus infections and one
death, taking the active tally
to 4,559. The state's caseload
stands at 78,89,212, and
death toll is 1,47,861.
"If people don't want
restrictions again, they
should follow discipline on
their own. Use masks,
observe physical distance,
sanitize and vaccinate," he
said, adding that the cases
had risen by seven-fold in the
last one-and-half month.
State Health Secretary
Pradeep Vyas, who gave a
detailed presentation of the
virus situation during the
meeting, said the the state
reported the lowest 626
active cases on April 16 this
year, while it had risen to
over 4,500 on Thursday.

Mumbai, which witnessed
704 cases during the day,
Thane, Pune and some other
urban areas are driving the
surge and account for 97 per
cent of the tally.
Mumbai's positivity rate, or
cases detected per 100 tests,
stood at 6 per cent, double
that of the state, which was 3
per cent.
Citing expert opinion that
the number of cases was likely to rise further, the CM
said," We will keep watch for
the next 15 days. Citizens
should follow COVID appropriate behaviour to avoid further spread."
He asked officials to keep
ready field hospitals, constructed during the peak of
the pandemic, as well as take
stock of existing health infrastructure. He also stressed on
the need for expediting vaccination.
Thackeray said schools will
reopen soon and asked the
authorities to seek information about what decisions
have been taken in other
places about safety of children and what are the
chances of them getting
infected.
The CM asked people to
get themselves tested if they
were experiencing cold,
cough and throat irritation.
"Wear masks in crowded
public places. Vaccination of
the 12-18 age group should
be expedited and booster
dose should be taken.
Oxygen and medicines
should be kept on standby.
Monsoon-related illnesses
have symptoms like COVID
19 and, hence, doctors
should advice their patients
to get themselves tested,"

Man On Ventilator Dies Due To
Power Outage: Cops
The incident occurred
on Thursday night in
Uchgaon village in
Karvir tehsil of the
western Maharashtra
district, around 230
kms from Pune, police
said.
Team Absolute|Pune

A

38-year-old man put
on ventilator support
at his home in
Kolhapur district of
Maharashtra for treatment
of a lung ailment, died as
the breathing machine
stopped functioning
allegedly owing to a power
outage, prompting the
police to begin a probe.
The incident occurred
on Thursday night in
Uchgaon village in Karvir

tehsil of the western
Maharashtra district,
around 230 kms from here,
police said.
"The patient, Amesh
Kale, was suffering from a
lung illness for the past few
years. He was kept on a
ventilator at his house.
However, the electricity
distribution company
snapped the power supply
of the place on May 30
alleging non-payment of
bill. After that his family
made some temporary
arrangement to restore the
power supply for his treatment," an official of
Gandhinagar police station
in Uchgaon said on Friday.
On Thursday night, there
was a power outage in the
area following rains due to
which the ventilator

stopped working which led
to the death of the patient,
he added. Confirming the
incident, Kolhapur
Superintendent of Police
Shailesh Balkawade said,
"The police department is
conducting an inquiry into
the death of the patient due
to a power outage."
According to police, following Kale's death, his angry
family members and relatives gathered outside a
local government hospital,
where his post-mortem
was conducted, and
demanded action against
the power distribution
company. It was only after
the local police officials
gave an assurance to conduct a probe that they took
his body into their custody,
they said.

SBI assures support to family of bank Nagpur sizzles with 45 deg Celsius temp
official gunned down in J&K
Team Absolute|Nagpur

The SBI on Thursday expressed grief over the killing of Vijay
Kumar, branch manager with Ellaquai Dehati Bank (EBD), a
Srinagar-headquartered Regional Rural Bank sponsored by
it, in J&K's Kulgam and promised all support to his family
as well as to all other employees.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he SBI on Thursday expressed grief over
the killing of Vijay Kumar, branch manager with Ellaquai Dehati Bank (EBD), a
Srinagar-headquartered Regional Rural Bank
sponsored by it, in J&K's Kulgam and promised all support to his family as well as to all
other employees.
Noting that Vijay Kumar, who belonged to
Rajasthan, was just 29 years old and had
joined the EDB in March 2019, the SBI, in a
statement, said that he was "one of many such
bankers hailing from different parts of the
country, who are working in the Kashmir
Valley and other difficult places to ensure
delivery of uninterrupted banking services to
the public"."SBI, as the sponsor of Ellaquai
Dehati Bank, remains committed to ensure
the safety and well-being of all its employees,
including those posted in the Valley. The EDB

shall ensure that the bereaved family is provided with necessary support - financial and
otherwise - on priority," it said.
Vijay Kumar was killed by militants at
Areah Mohanpora village in Kulgam on
Thursday morning.

A

fter a few spells of thunderstorm and light rains,
Nagpur is once again
reeling under heat wave conditions with maximum temperature soaring. The city recorded
a maximum temperature of
45.0 degrees Celsius on
Thursday. The mercury has
been rising in the city for the
last couple of days and the temperatures are likely to remain
high till the weekend. On
Thursday, even the minimum
temperature was on the higher
side as the city recorded the
night temperature above 29
degrees Celsius. This summer,
in
Nagpur, the mercury crossed
the 45 degrees mark four times
- May 14 (45.4 degrees Celsius),
May 15 (45.1 degrees Celsius),
April 29 (45.2 degrees Celsius)
and now, on June 2.
Chandrapur recorded the highest maximum temperature in
Vidarbha with 46.8
degrees Celsius on Thursday.

Whereas Amravati (44.0degrees
Celsius), Brahmapuri (45.3
degrees Celsius), Gondia (44.8
degrees Celsius) and Wardha
(45.4 degrees Celsius)crossed
the 44 degrees Celsius mark on
Thursday.
The people will not be getting any relief soon from this
scorching summer as the

Weather Department has predicted that the winds that bring
monsoon are weak in the
region and also, an anticyclone
formation at 500 mb is causing
delay in the arrival of monsoon
in Vidarbha.
According to the Weather
Department, the monsoon will
arrive in Vidarbha around June

13-15, whereas it will arrive in
Nagpur around June 18. The
Weather Department also
advised the farmers that they
should delay their sowing
process this time as the first
spell of monsoon rain will be of
short span and thereafter, the
regular monsoon rain will be
delayed by two weeks.

HEATWAVE PREDICTED IN PARTS OF MAHARASHTRA TILL JUNE 5
The India Meteorological
Department's Regional
Meteorological Centre in
Nagpur has issued a 'yellow alert' and forecast
heatwaves till June 5 in
some areas of Wardha
and Chandrapur and till
June 4 in places in
Nagpur and Gondia.

Team Absolute|Nagpur

T

emperatures crossed
45 degrees Celsius in
several parts of
Vidarbha in Maharashtra on
Friday, prompting the India
Meteorological Department
to issue a heatwave warning
for the region.
The IMD's Regional
Meteorological Centre in
Nagpur has issued a 'yellow
alert' and forecast heat-

waves till June 5 in some
areas of Wardha and
Chandrapur and till June 4
in places in Nagpur and
Gondia.
"In the 24-period ending
at 8.30 am today,
Chandrapur recorded 46.8
degrees Celsius, Brahmpuri
45.3 degrees Celsius,
Wardha 45.4 degrees
Celsius and Nagpur 45
degrees Celsius," an RMC
official informed.

hollywood
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'Everything Everywhere
All At Once' to drop on

ICONIC TV SHOW

'THE GOLDEN
INSPIRES
GIRLS' THEME

streaming services on June 7

RESTAURANT
AND BAR

Los Angeles | Agencies
Los Angeles | Agencies

erek Berry, who has brought the world television nostalgia pop-ups 'Good Burger' and
'The Peach Pit', will now be creating an officially licensed and immersive homage to the iconic TV classic 'The Golden Girls'. 'The Golden Girls
Kitchen' will be officially debuting in Los Angeles
this July, and will be a fully functioning restaurant
and bar. It will bow as a fast-casual restaurant with

D

an emphasis on desserts, reports 'Deadline'.
Tickets for the experience will be available
exclusively through Bucket Listers, who recently
hired Berry as their newly created director of experiences. Ticket on-sale date will be announced
soon, and fans can follow along on social or sign
up for an email waiting list to be notified first.
"Bringing Golden Girls to life has always been a
dream of mine" said a statement from Berry.
"Our team is confident that both die-hard fans

of the show and first timers alike will leave with a
deeper appreciation for the show's lasting legacy."
The restaurant will be located in Beverly Hills.

absurdist turn when she
weeks in theatres.
realises she has to connect
According to 'Variety', the
with parallel universe verhe genre-bending dark
film will be available to purcomedy 'Everything
chase for $19.99 on platforms sions of herself in order to
prevent worldly
Everywhere All At Once' such as Apple TV and
destruction.
is heading to OTT and will be Amazon Prime on June 7,
available to stream from June before being released in 4k
Los
UHD and Blu-ray next
7. The film is an A24 producmonth. The film stars
Angeles |
tion, the production compaMichelle Yeoh as Evelyn
Agencies
ny which has earlier delivWang, a wife and mother livered some of the finest films
ing in a multiverse who
eteran French
in the past like 'Hereditary'
begins the film being
actress Catherine
and 'Midsommar', reports
audited by the IRS.
Deneuve will be
'Variety'.
Things take a
feted with the prestigious Golden
The film, directed by
dramatic
Lion for Lifetime Achievement Award
Daniel Kwan and Daniel
and
at the 79th Venice Film Festival. The fest is
Scheinert, opened to
supposed to be held from August 31 to
stellar reviews when it
September 10 on the Lido, reports 'Deadline'.
came out in April,
Deneuve, who secured an Oscar nomination for the
pulling in an impres1992 period drama' Indochine' said in a statement accessed
sive $35 million at
by 'Deadline', "It is a joy to receive this prestigious award at the
the box office
Venice Festival, which I love and have known for a long time, since
after six
'Belle de Jour' by Luis Bunuel received the Golden Lion in its day. It is
also an honour to be chosen for this tribute at the film festival
that has accompanied me so often for so many
movies. Thank you, best
regards."
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Billy Porter, Luke
Evans signed for Bill
Oliver's drama

illy Porter and Luke
Evans are set to star
in the custody-battle
drama 'Our Son', a Bill
Oliver directorial. The film
written by Oliver and Peter
Nickowitz follows the story
of a divorcing couple fighting for custody of their 8year-old son, reports 'Deadline'.
According to 'Deadline', Fernando Loureiro
and Guilherme Coelho will produce via their
company, Tigresa, along with Eric Binns. CAA
Media Finance and ICM Partners are co-representing the film's distribution rights.
Porter is an actor, singer, director, composer and playwright best known for his Emmywinning turn as Ball scene emcee Pray Tell on

B

'Belle de
Jour' won the Golden Lion
in 1967 while Deneuve took the 1998 Best
Actress Volpi Cup for her performance in Nicole Garcia's
Place Vendome.
'Deadline' quoted Venice Fest chief Alberto Barbera as he spoke about
Catherine, "An impressive number of movies, most of which are major
international successes. An equally remarkable number of awards she
has received at the world's most important festivals, plus an Oscar nomination for best actress in a leading role, a rare privilege for an artist
who is not American." He further mentioned, "A succession of artistic
partnerships with some of Europe's top directors and actors: Roger
Vadim, Jacques Demy, Luis Bunuel, Francois Truffaut, Roman
Polanski, Marco Ferreri, Marcello Mastroianni, and Gerard
Depardieu." "An indisputable talent at the service of a gift for acting, plus a sophisticated and rare beauty, attributes which have
helped make her the very symbol of French cinema, a
timeless diva and a true icon of the silver screen.
From one of the key figures of the Nouvelle Vague
and a privileged example of a concept of style that
is associated with French fashion, Catherine
Deneuve has come to embody the essence of the
universally recognized diva, taking her place as
one of the greatest actresses in film history",
Alberto concluded.

television network FX's
drama series 'Pose'.
'Deadline' further
states that Evans will
this year star in
Apple's action-thriller
drama series 'Echo 3',
also appearing in
Robert Zemeckis' liveaction retelling of
'Pinocchio' for Disney+,
and going into production on the film '5lbs of
Pressure'. On the small screen, Evans most
recently starred in Hulu's most-watched original series 'Nine Perfect Strangers', the Emmynominated 'The Alienist', and 'The
Pembrokeshire Murders'. The actor has also
been seen in Disney's 2017 live-action 'Beauty
and the Beast' film and the 'Fast & Furious
franchise'.

'Our Son'

Los Angeles | Agencies

uperhero film 'Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness' will be heading to OTT after running in theatres for six weeks. The film picks up directly after the
events of 'Spider-Man: No Way Home' after Doctor Strange
distorts the multiverse after Tom Holland's Peter Parker

S

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

'Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness' drops
on OTT on June 22
requests him to perform a ritual which will lead everyone to
forget about him.
Cumberbatch, Elizabeth, Wong and Xochitl Gomez
recently appeared in a special video to thank the fans of the
MCU for pouring their love for the film and also made the
announcement of the film's release on the streaming platform Disney+ Hotstar on June 22.

Lynda Carter shuts down homophobic claim that 'WW' isn't for gays
Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Lynda Carter proved her superhero powers in real life after using
social media to shut down a homophobic user claiming 'Wonder Woman' "is
not for gays." Carter starred as Diana
Prince/Wonder Woman for three seasons of
the eponymous superhero TV series, which
aired between 1976 and 1979, reports
'Variety'. The actor marked the start of Pride
Month by sharing fan art of Wonder Woman
in front of rainbow colours and writing:
"Happy Pride! So excited to celebrate with all
my LGBTQIA+ friends and fans."
"Wonder Woman IS NOT A SUPER HERO
FOR GAYS," one Twitter user wrote to Carter,
who fired back with the following statement:
"You're right. She's a superhero for bisexuals!"
"I didn't write Wonder Woman, but if you
want to argue that she is somehow not a
queer or trans icon, then you're not paying
attention," Carter later explained.

A

"Every time someone comes up to me and
says that Wonder Woman helped them
while they were closeted, it reminds me how
special the role is."
The user continued to express outrage
over Carter's comments, writing to the actor
on Twitter, "Why did you use Wonder
Woman to promote gays, lesbians (and
bisexuals?) My whole life you were my hero!
What a disappointment you are!"
Carter later posted a photo of herself
holding up a fist and wrote: "Love seeing all
the love from LGBTQ+ fans today! Now
here's one I call the 'ready to fight your
homophobic relatives'."
The actor recently returned to the
'Wonder Woman' franchise with her cameo
appearance opposite Gal Gadot in 'Wonder
Woman 1984'.
Carter showed up in the film's end credit
sequence as Asteria, a legendary Amazon
warrior. There's no word on whether or not
Carter will reprise the role in a larger capacity in 'Wonder Woman 3'.

Kristen Stephensonpino
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FIVE INDIAN PLAYERS TO WATCH OUT FOR
AHEAD OF T20I SERIES VS SOUTH AFRICA
W

Hardik Pandya
Hardik Pandya dished out a fitting
response to his critics when he
delivered a highly-influential allround display in the IPL 2022 final
against Rajasthan Royals, taking
3/17 with the ball and making a
patient 34 with the bat. The Gujarat
Titans skipper was surrounded with
concerns about his fitness, especially bowling with his right-arm pace.

that Rahul becomes a little bit
more aggressive with the bat at
the top apart from extending their
12-match winning streak in the
format against the Proteas.

Dinesh Karthik

But Pandya successfully
steered his side to their maiden
IPL title in front of his home
crowd in Ahmedabad. He
wrapped up the season with 487
runs in 15 matches at an average
of 44.27, with four half-centuries
apart from picking eight wickets
and goes into the T20I series
against South Africa oozing with
confidence. There's no denying
that the spotlight will be on
Pandya and his all-round skills in
the five-match series.

KL Rahul
KL Rahul's leadership together
with his batting earned him great
plaudits during Lucknow Super
Giants' campaign, where they
crashed out of eliminator, in IPL
2022. Rahul the opener had a
stellar season with the bat,
becoming the second-highest
run-getter in the tournament,
scoring 616 runs at an average of
51.33 though a lot of debate has
been on his strike rate of
135.38.India would be hoping

Dinesh Karthik did not just
knock at the selection doors but
slammed it wide open with scintillating consistent performances
as a specialist finisher for Royal
Challengers Bangalore in IPL
2022. Karthik, who also won the
IPL's 'Super Striker of the Season'
award with a jaw-dropping strikerate of 183, proved his finishing
credentials once again, making
242 runs at a strike rate of 220 in
the death overs phase.
With the call-up to the T20I
squad against South Africa done,
Karthik would like to replicate his
IPL 2022 performances in the
Indian jersey and grab a spot in
the flight to Men's T20 World Cup
in Australia later in the year.

WOMEN'S IPL NEEDED TO SHOWCASE INDIAN CAVANI SHINES
DOMESTIC TALENT TO THE WORLD: ALANA KING AS URUGUAY
BEAT MEXICO 3-0
London|Agencies

H

aving played in the latest edition of the three-team T20
Challenge, Australian cricketer Alana King says the time is right
for a full-fledged women's version of
the Indian Premier League (IPL)
that will showcase the talents of the
Indian domestic players.
Alana, who represented the for
the Supernovas, is the latest to join
the list that includes Harmanpreet
Kaur, Suzie Bates, and Heather
Knight, who have all backed the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) starting the equivalent of the
men's T20 tournament.
"A lot of the girls are crying out for
something like the IPL to start up,"
Alana has been quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.
"We've got the Big Bash, there's
the Hundred and the women's IPL
will be a really good tournament to
showcase the Indian domestic players that I came to play alongside and
get to know a bit," said the
Australian leg-spinner.

BAKU SHOOTING WORLD CUP

Anjum Moudgil settles
for silver, India move up
to third in standings

Umran Malik

Team Absolute|New Delhi

ith IPL debutants
Gujarat Titans
crowned champions
in front of a record
crowd of 1,04,859
fans at the Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad on May 29, the cricketing action now shifts to India's
road to the Men's T20 World Cup in
Australia to be held in OctoberNovember this year.
The first match of the series, to be
held on June 9 at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium, will act as a platform for
the Indian team to chase a 13-match
winning streak in T20Is. Currently,
India are level with Afghanistan and
Romania for most consecutive wins
in T20Is at 12.
India have opted to rest their
main players Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and Jasprit Bumrah with KL
Rahul leading the 18-member side
and Rishabh Pant serving as his
deputy. But with newbies and veteran players in the mix, here are five
Indian players to watch out for in
the series against South Africa:
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"It's scary to see the talent they've
got in their domestic system. It will
do Indian cricket a world of good as
well as world cricket and I think
everyone is just excited.
"The talk was hopefully there's a
proper IPL next year and I'll definitely be putting my hand up for it.
Hopefully, there's enough traction.
There's definitely enough talent
within India to start it up."
The BCCI has recently indicated
that it was planning to start a league
for women players in 2023.

SIDRA AMIN'S 123, FATIMA
SANA'S FOUR-FER EARN
PAKISTAN ODI SERIES WIN
OVER SRI LANKA
Karachi: Sidra
Amin notched up
just the second century of her ODI
career as Pakistan
sealed series win
with a thumping 73run win over Sri
Lanka at Southend
Club on Friday.
After Sidra's commanding batting
performance of 123
took Pakistan to
253/2, young pacer
Fatima Sana took
four Sri Lankan
wickets while conceding 26 runs in her
ten overs in restricting the tourists to 180/9 in 50 overs.
Sri Lanka were never quite in the hunt of the 254-run target. Openers Hasini Perera and captain Chamari
Athapaththu were sent back with only 31 runs on the board
in 12.1 overs. The visitors failed to break the shackles and
lost wickets as they attempted to up the scoring rate.
Fatima, who had accounted for Perera in her opening
spell, dismissed Oshadi Ranasinghe and Sachini Nisansala
off successive balls in the 42nd over. With the dismissal of
Nilakshi de Silva for 17, Fatima finished with 4/26 in a spell
where she bowled three maidens while Omaima Sohail took
2/35 and Nida Dar had figures of 1/29.

Brief Scores:
Pakistan 253/2 in 50 overs (Sidra Amin 123,
Muneeba Ali 56; Kavisha Dilhari 1/43, Oshadi
Ranasinghe 1/44) beat Sri Lanka 180/9 in 50 overs
(Harshitha Madavi 41, Kavisha Dilhari 32; Fatima
Sana 4/26, Omaima Sohail 2/35) by 73 runs

Rio (Brazil):
Edinson Cavani
scored twice in
eight second-half
minutes as
Uruguay cruised to
a 3-0 win over
Mexico at the
University of
Phoenix stadium,
United States on Thursday.Matias Vecino put
the Celeste ahead in the 35th minute with a
close range finish and Cavani doubled the
lead with a low effort following Facundo
Pellistri's pass.The departing Manchester
United striker further extended Uruguay's
advantage with a long-range shot after combining with Damian Suarez, reports Xinhua.
Uruguay will continue their preparations
for the World Cup in Qatar later this year with
friendlies against the United States and
Jamaica over the next eight days.
Mexico, meanwhile, will face Ecuador and
Suriname over the same period.

The Sunrisers Hyderabad pace
machine from Jammu caught everyone's attention with consistently
clocking speeds in excess of 150 kmph
every match. Though Lockie Ferguson
snatched the award for fastest ball of
the tournament with a 157.3 kmph
thunderbolt, Umran left Indian fans
thrilled with his raw pace.In his first
full IPL season, Umran has scalped 22
wickets with his best performance of
5/25 against eventual champions
Gujarat Titans. Legends of the game
have all backed Malik to be a future
India player and it remains to be seen
if he continues to keep the speed gun
busy against South Africa with greater
control on line and length.

Arshdeep Singh
Arshdeep Singh has been another
young pacer, just like Malik, who left
many people excited in IPL 2022. The
23-year-old had been the go-to bowler
for Punjab Kings in the death overs
with his ability to nail the yorkers and
targeting the block hole consistently.
All of this has meant that Arshdeep finished the season with death-overs
economy rate of 7.58 apart from taking
10 wickets with best bowling figures of
3/37. Arshdeep, a member of India's
U19 World Cup winning squad in
2018, will be eager to carry his good
form from IPL 2022 against South
Africa. India's five-match T20I series
against South Africa will be broadcasted live on Star Sports on the TV and
Disney+ Hotstar app.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ndia picked up medals in both the individual men's and
women's 50m rifle 3 positions (3P) events, with Anjum
Moudgil bagging silver in the women's 3P at the
International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup
in Baku, Azerbaijan on Friday.
After Swapnil Kusale had finished second in the men's
event on Thursday, Anjum also went down 12-16 in the gold
medal match to Denmark's Rikke Maeng Ibsen.
The men's rifle 3 positions team comprising Swapnil
Kusale, Olympian Deepak Kumar and Goldie Gurjar also
went on to win a silver in the team competition. It gave
India a tally of one gold and three silver medals in the ISSF
World Cup in Baku and moved them up to third on the
medals tally, behind Korea and Serbia.
Notably, India has fielded a 12-member Rifle squad in the
Baku World Cup.
Anjum, an Olympian and a world championship silver
medallist, had qualified on Thursday for the top-eight ranking round with a score of 587 out of 600 among 60 shooters,
which gave her fourth place. On Friday, she finished second
to Ibsen in stage two with a 406.5 to the Norwegians 411.4.

District-level cricket is where it all begins and
budding players need to focus on that: Dhoni
Chennai|Agencies

F

ormer India captain and IPL side
Chennai Super Kings stalwart
Mahendra Singh Dhoni has
stressed that district cricket is the most
important things for budding cricketers, which opens the door for them to
play state-level cricket and then pitchforks them into national limelight,
adding that no player can reach the top
level without going through this
process."Initially when I started playing
cricket, the want, or the will was to
score in that tournament. Why?
Because, you could represent your district. Why do you want to represent
your district? So that when you play an
inter-district tournament and you do
well, and you are called for the selection trials for the state," said the skipper
of one of the most successful IPL teams,
which has bagged four titles --one less
that Mumbai Indians.
"And, I feel that is the urge that all
you (young) cricketers need to have.
And, what is very important is to be

proud of the district that you represent,
because when we start playing cricket,
you want to play for school and do well
for the school. But ultimately, you want
to get selected for the district team.
From district, you want to do well and
get selected for the state. Then, you
want to compete at the Ranji Trophy
level and ultimately, you want to repre-

1ST TEST, DAY 1:

NZ strike back to maintain
balance against England

sent India," said the stalwart while
attending the 25-year celebration of the
Thiruvallur Cricket Association.
"We are celebrating the success of a
district cricket association. So, a lot of
that I will speak is also to thank my district cricket association back home.
When we talk about the grassroots-level
of cricket, what you really need is cricket from where it starts, and where it is
governed.
"And, I always felt for me grassroots
cricket was school-level cricket,
because it is a place where you want
students to play all the different sports,
but at the same time the responsibility
comes to the district cricket association
to organise a cricket tournament where
all the schools of the district, they make
sure that it is prestigious enough to
compete," said Dhoni.
Dhoni felt that with more number of
cricketers competing for a place in the
district team, there will be more competition, which, in turn, will lead to better players moving up in their pursuit of
national team berths.

NOTHING WRONG WITH VIRAT'S
TECHNIQUE, SOMETIMES YOU
ALSO NEED A BIT OF LUCK:
MOHAMMAD AZHARUDDIN

Lord's|Agencies

A

fter a flying start with the
ball, England imploded with
the bat against New
Zealand, who managed to maintain the balance on the opening
day of the first Test, here on
Thursday.
A total of 17 wickets fell on Day
1 as both England and New
Zealand seamers put in a similarly
incisive performance with the ball
at Lord's helpful surface.
England pacers wreaked havoc
to bowl out New Zealand for 132
and they looked in a solid position
to control the first Test. Their
openers started off well, first seeing off the brief session before Tea
without any hiccups.
The final session began steadily,
with openers Alex Lees and Zak
Crawley sharing a half-century
stand. They put together 59 before
Kyle Jamieson struck to send by
Crawley and struck again 10 overs
later to dismiss Ollie Pope. At 75/2,
England still looked in a comfortable enough position but it did not
take long for disaster to strike.
Former captain Joe Root (11)
edged one off Colin de
Grandhomme. In the next over,

Tim Southee trapped Lees for a
77-ball 25 and then got Ben Stokes
(1) in his very next over. Trent
Boult made Jonny Bairstow (1)
drag one back onto the stumps
and then removed Potts (0) two
balls later to leave England stuttering at 100/7.
Ben Foakes and Stuart Broad
were able to add 16 runs in the

remaining 3.1 overs as England
finished the first day on 116/7,
trailing by 16 runs.
Earlier in the day, New Zealand
skipper Kane Williamson's decision to bat first proved to be disastrous against some relentlessly
precise seam bowling from
England's pacers, both old and
new.

Brief scores :
New Zealand 132 all-out
(Colin de Grandhomme
42 not out; Matthew Potts
4/13, James Aderson 4/66)
lead England 116/7 (Zak
Crawley 43; Trent Boult
2/15) by 16 runs

Dubai: Former India captain and
stylish batter Mohammad Azharuddin
believes that Virat Kohli's "staggering
consistency" when he was at his peak
some two years back has set the
benchmark so high that even if the
charismatic cricketer scores in the 50s
of 60s, his fans feel he has underperformed.
"With Virat Kohli, what happens is
that even if he scores a 50, people say
he has failed," Azhar was quoted as
saying by Khaleej Times on Friday. "I
think it happens to every cricketer,
even the best of the players have gone
through these lean periods," opined
the 59-year-old.
However, Azhar felt it's a matter of
time before Kohli rediscovers his form,
adding that just one century for the
cricketer will get him firing again.
Kohli has endured a long lean path,
having not scored a century since
November 2019 in any of the three formats.
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SHAHRUKH KHAN ANNOUNCES
HIS NEXT WITH ATLEE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ans of King Khan can finally rejoice as they actor
announces his third project for the upcoming
year. Earlier today, the makers of his next, took
to their social media handle and hinted at announcing their most ambitious movie. They wrote, "We
know, you have been waiting and it's almost here!
See you at 2 PM."

F

Ever since the announcement, the fans speculated
the glimpse of his upcoming film Jawan.
Finally, letting the cat out of the bag, the makers
have shared the teaser of the film Jawan. The film
marks the collaboration of Shahrukh Khan with south
filmmaker Atlee. The flick will also star south actress
Nayanthara and Sanya Malhotra in pivotal roles.
Sharing the teaser of the film, the release date of
the flick was revealed. Shahrukh Khan wrote, "An

action-packed 2023!! Bringing #Jawan to you, an
explosive entertainer in cinemas 2nd June 2023.
In Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada."
If reports are to be believed, SRK will be essaying
double role in Atlee's film.
Apart from Jawan, SRK will be seen next in Pathaan
opposite Deepika Padukone and John Abraham in
the lead. He also has Rajkumar Hirani's Dunki which
features Taapsee Pannu.

Always playing safe is pointless : Sabbir Khan
Aakruti Bagla|Mumbai

irector Sabbir Khan is all set to entertain us yet
again with his upcoming massy action entertainer titled Nikamma. The film will be introducing a fresh new pairing of Abhimanyu Dassani,
son of actress Bhagyashree and singer and social
media sensation, Shirley Setia. The film also marks
the return of Shilpa Shetty Kundra to the big screen
after 13 years.
In an exclusive interview with Absolute India, the
director spoke about releasing the film in the theatre,
making commercial mass entertainers, casting newcomers and much more.
 On being keen to release
the film in theatres
Film Nikamma was shot during the film. The film is
released after a gap of two
years. On not taking the OTT
route and bringing the film out
in theatres, Director Sabbir
Khan said, "Since the inception, I had written, shot and
edited the film considering theatrical release. Despite getting a
lot of lucrative offers from OTT, I
turned them down since that
medium has a different language. One should be honest
with that language. That is the
reason, some films, which were
meant to be for theatres and
released on OTT due to various
reasons, didn't entertain the audience."
 What intrigues him about the
commercial massy entertainment
Some of the notable works of Sabbir
Khan like Heropanti, Baaghi, and
Munna Micheal were commercial
masala films. When we asked Sabbir Khan as to
what excites him to make such films he quipped,
"I think this is the toughest genre to make. There
are a handful of film directors in the Hindi film
industry who can make such kinds of films. It is
because you have to make sure to entertain the
audience constantly. When it comes to my films, I
feel the audience should be able to watch them
with their entire family and it should cater to
everyone, irrespective of their age."
 Giving a chance to the new breed of actors
From launching Tiger Shroff and Kriti Sanon in

D

Big B shares vintage
pic on his 49th
marriage anniversary

Shriya
Pilgaonkar
sheds light
on her new
character

Team Absolute|Mumbai

n their 49th marriage anniversary on
Friday, megastar Amitabh Bachchan
shared a glimpse of his wedding with
actress-politician Jaya Bachchan on social media
and thanked everyone for showering the couple
with love. Amitabh posted the picture on
Instagram, where he is seen dressed in a golden
sherwani, while Jaya is sporting an all red wedding lehenga. He captioned the image: "Jaya aur
meri vivaah jayanti pe jo sneh aur aadar pradaan
kiya gaya hai uske liye haath jodkar pranaam karta
hun. Dhanyavaad. Sab ka uttar na de paayengay
isilye yahaan pratikriya, prativachan sweekar kare
(I fold my hands and thank all those who have
showered love to Jaya and I on her marriage
anniversary. Thank you. Won't be able to reply to
all Please accept my gratitude here)." The couple's
romance began on the sets of 'Guddi'. The two
have worked together in several successful
Team
films such as 'Zanjeer', 'Abhimaan',
Absolute|Mumbai
'Silsila', 'Chupke Chupke', 'Mili',
'Sholay' and 'Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
ctress Shriya Pilgaonkar, who will soon
Gham'.
be seen sharing the screen with Sonali
Bendre and Jaideep Ahlawat in the upcoming web series 'The Broken News', recently opened up on
her character from the show. Shedding light on her part in
the series, the actress said, "My character Radha Bhargava is
interesting and complex. To me she is the mind of the viewer. I
like characters that stand for something. She is a news producer,
news anchor and also an investigative journalist." Describing the
motive and dimensions of her character, she added, "While she
wants to bring out the stories that she strongly feels about, she's
also aware that she needs a powerful way of reaching out to the
viewers. She is rebellious, brave and will do whatever it takes to
get the job done." The 'Mirzapur' actress is elated to be working
with Sonali Bendre and Jaideep Ahlawat, as she has admired
their works for a long time, "Jaideep is one of the finest
actors we have today and I am so grateful that I got to
work with Jaideep and Sonali. I have so much love
and respect for both of them. Earlier I was just a
fan and now I am a friend who is still a
fan."
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Rohit Saraf elated to step
into Shahid Kapoor's shoes
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actor Rohit Saraf is in a
happy place following the
announcement of his film 'Ishq
Vishk Rebound', which is a spiritual
sequel to the 2003 Shahid Kapoor-starrer
'Ishq Vishk'. The actor will be stepping
into the shoes of Shahid for his part in the
upcoming film. Sharing his excitement,
Rohit said in a statement, "Today, as I
share what I've known for a few months,
with the world, I realise no matter how
hard I try, my imagination could've never done justice to every emotion I
feel at this moment (sic)."
"It is the most beautiful place I've ever been in - reassuring, empowering, incredibly happy - and I'm never leaving! Thank you to every
single one of you, who have loved, supported and held me as I
crawled and took baby steps the past 8 years", he added.
Produced by Ramesh Taurani and Jaya Taurani of Tips Films
Limited, 'Ishq Vishk Rebound' stars Rohit Saraf, Hrithik Roshan's
cousin Pashmina Roshan, Jibraan Khan and Naiala Grewal. The
film, which has gone on floors, is being directed by Marathi writeractor-director Nipun Avinash Dharmadhikari .

B

MOUNI ROY
REVEALS WHY
KATHAKALI IS HER
FAVOURITE
DANCE FORM

Heropanti, Nidhi Agerwal in Munna Micheal to
not giving pop-sensation Shirley Setia a break.
The directors always believed in giving a platform
to newcomers to showcase their talent. Opening
up about the impression behind this, the filmmaker gushed, "I started off as an assistant director, and because of my hard work, I got the
desired break to direct a film. So then, I realized
that whatever I needed in life, I have got it. And if
I don't open up myself and give opportunities to
newcomers, no one else will. If you realise very
strongly, filmmakers these days fear starring new
talents as they worry about losing their
success. I don't think that way. I am very
contented irrespective of whether my
film is working or not. As a filmmaker, I
look forward to striking this fine balance between a newcomer and seasoned actor."
When probed about whether he
is uncertain of taking such a risk, he
said, "There is a glory in risk. When I
was launching Tiger Shroff, everybody felt that he's got slightly feminine looks and is the right choice.
But as a filmmaker, you ought to
navigate the potential in the actor,
which the world can't. So if you
always play safe, it's pointless."

Striking a balance
between newcomers and seasoned actors
When probed about how he
managed to strike this fine balance between new talent and seasoned actor, Sabbir Khan
quipped, "It's a very interesting
balance. You have this nervous
energy of newcomers and the
confidence of the experienced
actors. In Nikamma it came off well because I had
got Shilpa after a hiatus of 13 years. So she, from
the first day, behaved like a newcomer. She was
nervous like Abhimanyu and Shirley.
 Upcoming project
On a parting note, the director spilt beans about
his upcoming project. He said, "I am on the verge
of completing the shoot of my other film Adbhut
with Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Diana Penty, and
Shreya Dhanwanthary. It's a very different type of
film and I am looking forward to trying my hands
on something different this time. So, I hope that
the audience like it."

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Mouni Roy, who
is seen as a judge on
'DID L'il Masters', has
revealed why Kathakali is her
favourite dance form in an
episode of the dance-based
reality show. She says
Kathakali is a dance form that
includes storytelling. This
weekend as well, viewers are
in for a special treat as
famous Bollywood choreographers - Geeta Kapur and
Terrance Lewis will be seen
gracing the show alongside
the judges of 'DID L'il
Masters'. During the shoot, it
was Geeta's challenge to contestant Aarav to perform to a
Kathakali song that won
Mouni's heart. Mouni
revealed, "Firstly, I would like
to thank Geeta Ma for giving
Aarav this challenge of performing a Kathakali act for all
of us. I feel it is very important
for us to show the audience
our classical dance forms as
well. Our culture is very beautiful, and Kathakali is a dance
form that includes storytelling
and expressing our feelings
and emotions through our
eyes." "I feel Aarav did full
justice to this dance form
today on DID L'il Masters. I
must add that Kathakali is an
art form of the Malayalamspeaking, south-western
region of Kerala and it is very
close to my heart as a person
from Kerala (referring to her
husband Suraj Nambiar) is
also very close to my heart."
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