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Historians weigh in on places of woraship: Just let the past be! 
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The court's decision on Qutab
Minar is expected in a few days
and we will know if the temples

that once stood on its premises and
were demolished centuries ago,
should be revived or not.

Historian and author S. Irfan Habib
said, "It is absolutely not right to
tamper with history. It is a politically
motivated agenda and has a purpose
that everyone sees. Everything is
being questioned, now it is the turn
of Ajmer Dargah, 850-year-old history
is being questioned. It is a hate-driv-
en fight; for politics it is a fight for
votes."

Recently, people from several
Hindu organisations gathered outside
Qutab Minar, raising their demand to
be allowed to offer prayers inside the

complex as it was built on the ruins
of a temple. Qutab Minar is among
the earliest monuments built by
Muslim rulers in India.

Dr Tarun Kumar, Assistant
Professor at Khalsa College, Delhi
University, seconded that there
should be no tampering with history
and insisted that  "People should not
form their views on the basis of social
media. It is necessary to learn from
the right sources to avoid any half-
baked information. Our governments
should have emphasised of quality
education right after Independence."

Several claims are being made on
the Gyanvapi mosque which is adja-
cent to Kashi Vishwanath temple in
Varanasi. It is claimed that Aurangzeb
demolished the temple of Lord
Vishweshwar and built a mosque
over it. 

AHMEDABAD | Agencies

The 15th edition of the
Indian Premier League
has taken a giant leap by

getting itself registered in the
Guinness Book of World
Records after displaying a
giant jersey during the closing
ceremony at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
on Sunday.

The former India head
coach Ravi Shastri who was
doing presenters' duties,
announced about it. The jer-
sey was numbered 15, repre-
senting the 15th edition of the
tournament. It also held the
symbols of all the 10 teams
that participated in IPL
2022.Later, the IPL took to
Twitter and shared a video of
the jersey launch at the
world's largest cricket stadi-
um. David Miller, the mid-
dle-order batter and one of
the key persons behind

Gujarat Titans' success,
wants to soak in the atmos-
phere of the final in a com-
pletely packed stadium."It's
been a long time, these finals
don't come around too many

times. The beautiful atmos-
phere here, I want to soak it
up and I'm very excited,"
said the left-hander in a pre-
final chat with broadcasters
Star Sports.

IPL DISPLAYS WORLD'S LARGEST CRICKET JERSEY,
ENTERS GUINNESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS

CHANDIGARH | Agencies

In less than 24 hours after his security
was curtailed by the government,
singer-turned-actor-politician Sidhu

Moosewala, with a huge fan base run-
ning into millions, was shot dead by
gangsters close to his ancestral village
in Mansa in Punjab in broad daylight
on Sunday, police said. He was 29 years
old.

He was on the wheel in Mahindra
Thar SUV when the assailants, believed
to be 10-12, fired more than 20 rounds
at point-blank range at the singer and
his two friends, who got grievous
injuries. Moosewala got seven-eight
bullets.

It is learnt that AK-47 assault rifle was
used in the crime as its shells were
recovered from the crime scene.

Moosewala was taken to a nearby
hospital where he was declared dead. 

The incident happened a day after
Punjab Police ordered the withdrawal
of security of more than 420 people,

including former legislators, Jathedars
of two Takhts, heads of deras and police
officers.

Moosewala, made his electoral debut

as a Congress candidate from Mansa
for the February 20 Assembly polls.

Many of his songs featured in the
Billboard Canadian Hot 100 charts.

FAMED PUNJABI SINGER MOOSEWALA SHOT DEAD 

Chandigarh: Canada-based gangster Goldi
Brar, a close aide of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
on Sunday took responsibility for the killing of
singer-turned-actor-politician Sidhu Moosewala
in Punjab. Many aides of the gang have been
arrested by Punjab Police in the past. Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann expressed shock over
the killing and appealed to stay calm.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Sunday
said that Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
and his Delhi counterpart Arvind Kejriwal
should be booked for the murder of popular
Punjabi singer-turned-politician Sidhu
Moosewala.

CANADA-BASED GANGSTER TAKES RESPONSIBILITY
FOR KILLING MOOSEWALA

Russia conducts another test-launch
of Tsirkon hypersonic missile

Moscow:
Russian frigate
Admiral
Gorshkov suc-
cessfully test-
fired a Tsirkon
hypersonic
cruise missile
from the
Barents Sea, the
Defence
Ministry said.

The missile
on Saturday hit
a naval target
about 1,000 km away in the White Sea and the
flight of the projectile corresponded to the
designed parameters, Xinhua news agency
quoted the Ministry as saying.The Tsirkon mis-
sile has been test-fired several times from the
Admiral Gorshkov frigate and a nuclear-pow-
ered submarine.President Vladimir Putin said
the Tsirkon missile is capable of flying at Mach 9
or nine times the speed of sound and striking a
target over 1,000 km away.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The much awaited Southwest
Monsoon reached Kerala on
Sunday, three days ahead of

its normal date of onset of June 1,
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

For the agrarian economy, the
news of onset of SW monsoon -
termed as the real finance minister
of India - over Kerala is the most
awaited news at this time of the
year. Having a normal monsoon or
not has a major impact on the
domestic economy vis-a-vis crop
production.

"Southwest Monsoon has
advanced into remaining parts of
south Arabian Sea, Lakshadweep
area, most parts of Kerala, some
parts of south Tamil Nadu, some
parts of Gulf of Mannar and some
more parts of southwest Bay of

Bengal on May 29. Thus,
Southwest Monsoon has set in
over Kerala, against the normal
date of June 1, i.e. three days
ahead of its normal date," IMD
statement said.

The conditions that are satisfied
for declaration of onset of
Southwest Monsoon over Kerala
include wind speed, direction,
outgoing long wave radiation
(OLR) and rainfall at designated
stations.However, conditions are
favourable for further advance of
southwest monsoon into some
parts of central Arabian Sea, ream-
ing parts of Kerala, some more
parts of Tamil Nadu, some parts of
Karnataka, and some more parts
of south and Central Bay of
Bengal, some parts of northeast
Bay of Bengal and northeastern
states during next 3-4 days, the
Met forecast said.

Monsoon hits Kerala, conditions
favourable for further advance 

TENSION IN K'TAKA DIST
FOR DENYING ENTRY TO
DALITS IN TEMPLE

Bengaluru: Tension prevailed in
Karnataka's Yadgir district on
Sunday in connection with a dis-
pute that arose over denying entry
to Dalits in a Hanuman Temple, the
police said. The police have
clamped prohibitory orders in
Amalihala and Huvinahalli villages
of Hunasagi taluk in Yadgir district,
a police officer said, adding the situ-
ation has been tense since the last
four days. The issue has resulted in
a face-off between the Dalits and
people belonging to the upper caste
in the two villages.According to the
police, Dalits of Hoovinahalli village
were denied entry to Hanuman
temple located in Amalihala village
four days ago.The situation further
seemed to be slipping out of hands
following a confrontation on
Saturday.The denial of entry to
Dalits was condemned by Dalit
organisations, and they had also
staged a protest.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The UIDAI on Sunday clarified that
Aadhaar has features for protecting
and safeguarding the identity and

privacy of the holder.
The clarification comes in the wake of

the press release dated May 27, 2022 by
the Bengaluru Regional Office, UIDAI,
which had advised not to give photocopy
of Aadhaar card to anyone apprehending
misuse of the same.

"It is learnt that it was issued by them
in the context of an attempt to misuse a
photoshopped Aadhaar card. The release
advised the people not to share photo-
copy of their Aadhaar with any organisa-
tion because it can be misused.
Alternatively, a masked Aadhaar which
displays only the last 4 digits of Aadhaar
number, can be used," said a statement
from the Ministry of Electronics & IT on
Sunday.The statement says in view of the
possibility of the "misinterpretation" of
the press release, the same stands with-

drawn with immediate effect.
It said UIDAI issued Aadhaar card

holders are only advised to exercise nor-
mal prudence in using and sharing their
UIDAI Aadhaar numbers.

"Aadhaar Identity Authentication
ecosystem has provided adequate fea-
tures for protecting and safeguarding the
identity and privacy of the Aadhaar hold-
er," It said

Govt issues clarification
on Aadhaar card usage

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The BJP on Sunday announced 16
candidates for the Rajya Sabha
biennial elections from different

states.
The party has fielded Union ministers

Nirmala Sitharaman from Karnataka
and Piyush Goyal from Maharashtra.

BJP has fielded finance minister
Sitharaman and actor-turned-politician
Jaggesh from Karnataka, while Kavita
Patidar will contest from Madhya
Pradesh. From Maharashtra, Union
minister Goyal and Anil Sukhdevrao
Bonde have been fielded. 

From Uttar Pradesh, Laxmikant
Vajpayee, Radhamohan AAggarwal,
Surendra Singh Nagar, Baburam Nishad,
Darshana Singh and Sangeeta Yadav
have been fielded. 

In Bihar, the saffron party has given
tickets to Satish Chandra Dubey and
Shambhu Sharan Patel. The BJP has
fielded Kalpana Saini from Uttarakhand,

Krishan Lal Panwar from Haryana and
Ghanshyam Tiwari from Rajasthan.

BJP names 16 candidates for RS polls;
Sitharaman to contest from K'taka

Congress names 10 candidates;
Surjewala in, Azad not in list

New Delhi: The Congress on
Sunday announced a list of 10 candi-
dates for the Rajya Sabha elections,
which includes Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Imran Pratapgarhi and
Pramod Tiwari, among others, leav-
ing out prominent G-23 leaders
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Anand
Sharma.

The Congress has nominated
Rajeev Shukla and Ranjeet Ranjan
from Chhattisgarh, Ajay Maken from
Haryana, Jairam Ramesh from
Karnataka, Vivek Tankha from
Madhya Pradesh and P.
Chidambaram from Tamil Nadu.

Imran Pratapgarhi has been field-
ed from Maharashtra, while Mukul
Wasnik, Randeep Singh Surjewala
and Pramod Tiwari have been nomi-
nated from Rajasthan.

BE IT DELHI'S QUTAB
MINAR OR AGRA'S TAJ
MAHAL, HERITAGE MONU-
MENTS ARE LATELY A HOT
TOPIC OF DEBATE.
MATHURA'S SHAHI IDGAH
AND VARANASI'S
GYANVAPI MOSQUE HAVE
ALREADY MADE THEIR
WAY TO COURTS. BUT THE
QUESTION IS -- TO WHAT
EXTENT IT IS RIGHT TO
CHANGE HISTORY? THE
KRISHNA JANMASTHAN AT
MATHURA IS YET ANOTHER
CONTEOVERSY WHICH
HAS GONE TO COURT. 

Whatever happened in

the past cannot be denied.

History is not written or read

without proof and there is a

story behind history. What

happened in the past can be

best explained by historians

but no body asks them. We

have to accept our history, we

can't rectify past mistakes. We

are playing with the future by

changing history.

Syed Ali Nadeem Rizvi, Historian

AHMEDABAD |Agencies

Adetermined Gujarat Titans made
their maiden IPL season an
unforgettable one by clinching

the 2022 title with a seven-wicket win
over Rajasthan Royals in front of a
roaring home crowd of 1,04,859 at the
Narendra Modi Stadium on Sunday.

By finishing off a chase of 131 with
11 balls remaining and defeating
Rajasthan for the third time in IPL
2022, Gujarat have capped off a season
where they exceeded everyone's pre-
tournament expectations to become
champions in their debut season of the
competition. Chasing 131 wasn't going
to be easy for Gujarat on a slow, dry
pitch with variable bounce, where
Hardik Pandya had taken a fantastic
3/17 in the first innings. Wriddhiman
Saha was clean bowled by a quick
inswinger from Prasidh Krishna while
Matthew Wade flicked straight to mid-

wicket off Trent Boult.After Gujarat
could amass just 31/2 from power-
play, Rajasthan's bowling continued to
be incisive from both ends as
Shubman Gill and Hardik Pandya
struggled to break free despite some
boundaries here and there. Gill, who

was dropped on fourth ball of the
innings, earned another reprieve in the
eighth over when a hoick down the
pitch wasn't caught by a diving extra
cover.But the introduction of
Ravichandran Ashwin brought Pandya
the chance to find his groove, taking

the off-spinner for a four with a thick
outer edge past the keeper and fol-
lowed it up with a six over wide long-
on. The 63-run stand off 53 balls
between Pandya and Gill ended when
Yuzvendra Chahal took out the former
with the one turning away and taking
the outer edge, giving a catch to slip. It
seemed like Pandya's dismissal would
leave Gujarat in a spot of bother.David
Miller, one of their key players in the
season, began by driving Obed McCoy
through extra cover for a boundary
and then dispatched an overpitched
ball from Ashwin over long-on to make
the equation 22 runs off the last four
overs.The left-hander took two bound-
aries off Krishna's final over, a pull
swivelled over fine leg followed by a
thick edge through third man. Gill fin-
ished off the innings in style with a
swivelled six off McCoy over deep
square leg to make Gujarat IPL 2022
champions.

IPL 2022: Gujarat Titans clinch maiden title with win over Rajasthan Royals

NEW COMERS & CHAMPIONS

Brief scores :
Rajasthan Royals 130/9 in 20 overs (Jos Buttler 39, Yashasvi Jaiswal 22; Hardik Pandya 3/17, R
Sai Kishore 2/20) lost to Gujarat Titans 133/3 in 18.1 overs (Shubman Gill 45 not out, Hardik
Pandya 34; Trent Boult 1/14, Yuzvendra Chahal 1/20) by seven wickets
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An owner of a furniture
showroom in South
Delhi's Chittaranjan

(CR) Park has been booked

for allegedly raping a girl
after calling her on the pre-
text of a job interview, police
said on SundayThe police is
looking into the matter while
the accused, who has links to

a political party, is on the
run.The victim, who lives in
East Delhi's Shakurpur, had
been looking for a job for a
long time.She searched on
the internet and found an
opening at the furniture
showroom in CR Park.

She applied for the job
online and was called for an
interview.

In the FIR, the victim
alleged that when she
reached the showroom, she
was raped by the owner.The
victim later on approached
the Delhi Police, after which
she was taken to a nearby
government hospital where
rape was established in her
medical examination.The
police then lodged the FIR.

GIRL RAPED IN DELHI
ON PRETEXT OF JOB

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said that even in
this phase of the global pan-
demic, Indian 'startups' have
been creating wealth and

value. In monthly radio address 'Mann
Ki Baat', Prime Minister Modi said, "On
the 5th of this month, the number of
unicorns in the country has reached the
figure of 100 and you surely know that a
unicorn is a startup worth at least seven
and a half thousand crore rupees. The
total valuation of these Unicorns is more
than 330 billion dollars, that is, more
than 25 lakh crore rupees."

"Certainly, this is a matter of pride for
every Indian. You will also be surprised
to know that out of our total unicorns, 44
came up last year. Not only that, 14 more
Unicorns were formed in three-four
months this year."

The Prime Minister noted that this
means that even in this phase of the
global pandemic, the startups have been
creating wealth and value.

"The average annual growth rate of
Indian Unicorns is more than those of
the US, the UK and many other coun-
tries. Analysts also say that in the com-
ing years there will be a sharp spike in
these numbers. The good thing is that
our Unicorns are diversifying. They are
operating in many fields like E-com-
merce, Fin-Tech, Ed-Tech, Bio-Tech.
Another thing which I consider more
important is that the world of start-ups

is reflecting the spirit of New India," he
said.

The Prime Minister emphasised that
today India's startup ecosystem is not
limited to just big cities; entrepreneurs
are emerging from smaller cities and
towns as well which shows that in India,
the one who has an innovative idea, can
create wealth.

He mentioned that behind this suc-
cess of the country, the youth-power of
the land, the talent and the government
here, all are putting in efforts together
and everyone is contributing.

"But, another thing that is important
in the world of Startups is, right mentor-
ing, that is, right guidance. A good men-
tor can take a startup to new heights and
can guide the founders in every way
toward the right decision. I am proud
that there are many such mentors in

India who have dedicated themselves to
promote startups," he said.

Modi mentioned names Sridhar
Vembu, who is encouraging the rural
youth to do something in this area, stay-
ing in the village itself; Madan Padaaki,
who had created a platform named
One-Bridge in 2014 to promote rural
entrepreneurs, and Meera Shenoy, who
is working in the field of 'Market Linked
Skills Training' for rural, tribal and dis-
abled youth.

"I have mentioned only a few names
here, but today there is no dearth of
mentors among us. It is a matter of great
happiness for us that today a complete
support system is evolving in the coun-
try for startups. I am sure that in the
times to come, we will get to see a new
flight of progress in the startup world of
India," the Prime Minister added.

Our startups are creating wealth
and value: Modi in 'Mann Ki Baat'

BAGALKOT | Agencies

An FIR has been lodged
against seven people,
including principal,

sub inspectors and five oth-
ers in connection with
alleged thrashing of a student
for wearing a skull cap on the

premises of a college in
Karnataka, police said on
Sunday. The case has been
filed as per the directions of
the local Banahatti JMFC
court by Teradala police sta-
tion in Bagalkot district of the
state. Naveed Hasan Saab
Tharathari, a college student,

had submitted a petition in
the court in this regard.

In his petition, Naveed had
said that on February 18,
when he came to the
Government First Grade
College of Teradal wearing a
skull cap, he was insulted and
prevented from entering the
institution, "belittling" his
religious sentiments.

He had prayed before the
court to lodge complaint
against the Principal and
police sub-inspector who
boycotted him from the col-
lege, "insulting" his religion.

Considering the petition,
the court had ordered the
police to lodge an FIR against
the accused.

The court will take up the
case for hearing on June 30.
Jamakhandi Deputy SP has
been made investigator of 
the case.

K'taka: Student thrashed for wearing

skull cap; FIR lodged against Seven

ASSAM TO PROVIDE
MINORITY CERTIFICATES
TO SIX COMMUNITIES

Guwahati: The Assam government on Sunday
announced providing minority certificates to all the minori-
ty communities in the state.The decision was taken at a state
cabinet meeting held on Sunday in Guwahati.

The six religious communities -- Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, Parsis, Buddhists, and Jains will have to file applica-
tions regarding this with the state government.Assam
Health Minister Keshab Mahanta said: "This is the first such
type of initiative taken by the state government."Further, the
state cabinet has also decided to give Rs 2 lakh each to 288
seriously injured people and 57 women victimised in the
Assam agitation from 1979-85.

HIMACHAL DAM
EXPERT ELECTED
TO GLOBAL BODY

Shimla: Himachal
Pradesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission
Chairman Devendra
Kumar Sharma, who is a
dam expert, has been
elected as Chairman of
the Asia Pacific Group of
the International
Commission on Large
Dams (ICOLD) at a meeting in France.

He was elected on Saturday during the 90th
annual general body meeting and the 27th
Congress of ICOLD.

The Asia Pacific Group comprises 28 member
countries, including India. These countries work
together for exchange of the knowledge in the
field of planning, design, construction and safety
of dams.

ICOLD provides a forum for the exchange of
knowledge and experience in dam engineering.
It leads the profession in ensuring that dams are
built safely, efficiently, economically, and with-
out detrimental effects on the environment.

In his address after his election, Sharma said
the Asia Pacific Group is economic power house
of the world and his focus would be to make it as
knowledge of hub in the field of dam engineer-
ing.Election of Sharma also becomes significant
in view of the Dam Safety Act 2021 enacted by
the government of India in December 2021.

Sharma who joined as Chairman of Himachal
Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission on
September 26, 2020, has more than 40 years of
experience in energy and water resources sec-
tors in India and abroad.

Prior to joining the regulatory commission, he
worked as Bhakra Beas Management Board
(BBMB) Chairman from April 2017 to July 2020.

INTERNET SERVICE REMAINS SUSPENDED
IN VIOLENCE-HIT ANDHRA TOWN

Amaravati|Agencies

Five days after Amalapuram
was rocked by violence over
the proposal to rename

Konaseema district as Dr B. R.
Ambedkar, internet service
remained snapped in the town and
some other parts of the district.

The internet service disconnect-
ed as a precautionary measure after
Tuesday's violence to stop spread of
false messages on social media has
not been restored causing severe
inconvenience to people.

During the large-scale violence
that rocked the town on May 24
during a protest called by
Konaseema Parirakshana Samiti,
residences of a state minister and
an MLA were set afire and dozens
of people including police person-
nel were injured. On the suggestion
of district Superintendent of Police
K.S.S.V. Subba Reddy, District
Collector Himanshu Shukla wrote
to the State government for discon-
necting internet till normalcy was
restored in Amalapuram, the head-

quarters of Konaseema district.
With the Dalit Hakkula Porata

Samithi (DHPS) deciding to hold
Maha Dharna and a public meeting
at Amalapuram on June 2 demand-
ing that Konaseema district be
named after B. R. Ambedkar, the
internet services are not likely to be
restored soon. Police have beefed
up security in the district head-
quarters town by deploying a huge
force. Internet services remained
suspended in Amalapuram,
Mummidivaram, Kothapeta, P.
Gannavaram and Rajoule con-
stituencies. This is causing severe
hardships to people in many parts
of the district. Banking services,
withdrawal of money from ATMs
and digital transactions have been
hit badly. nInternet-based services
like work from home, online class-
es, and stock market brokerage
services have also been affected.

Updation of records under
Arogyasri and MGNREGS has come
to a standstill. People are unable to
send messages or make internet-
based international calls.

Depressed over son's death,
Andhra couple ends life

Vijayawada|Agencies

Unable to bear the loss
of their only son in an
accident, a couple

died by suicide in Andhra
Pradesh on Sunday.

The shocking incident took
place in Chinna Nandigama
village in G. Konduru mandal
of NTR district.

According to the police,
Arepalli Sambasiva Rao (43)
and his wife Vijaylaxmi (38)
hanged themselves at their
residence.

Their son Jagdish (18) had

died in a road accident two
months ago.

After the death of their
only son, the couple was
depressed and on Sunday
they killed themselves.

The incident sent shock
waves in the village as the
couple's only daughter has
now turned orphan.

The police shifted the bod-
ies of the deceased to a gov-
ernment-run hospital at
Mylavaram for autopsy. A
case has been registered and
investigation is on, a police
officer said.

GOA ARCHBISHOP
NAMED CARDINAL
BY POPE FRANCIS

Panaji|Agencies

Congratulatory mes-
sages poured in for
Goa Archbishop

Filipe Neri Antonio
Sebastiao do Rosario
Ferrao for being chosen as
one of the 21 new
Cardinals by Pope Francis
on Sunday.

"Congratulations to His
Grace, The Most Rev.
Filipe Neri Ferrao,

Archbishop of #Goa &
#Daman, on being chosen
as one of the 21 new
Cardinals by His Holiness,
Pope Francis. A proud
moment for us #Goans as
one of our own has been
recognised on such a spiri-
tual level through his
devotion and service to
the Almighty and the
People," Goa Transport
Minister Mauvin Godinho
tweeted.

Give me a chance to improve schools
in Haryana: Arvind Kejriwal

Team Absolute|Kurukshetra

In the run-up to next month's civic
polls, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener Arvind

Kejriwal on Sunday appealed to the
people of Haryana to give him a
chance to serve the people of the
state. "Give me a chance, I will
improve all schools in Haryana. The
condition of Delhi government
schools is a proof. Children of the
poor people can also become engi-
neers and doctors," he said in an
election meeting in his native place,
Kurukshetra.

"We didn't allow private schools in
Delhi to increase fees in the past
seven years," he said.

Talking about sacking of a minis-
ter in the AAP government in
Punjab, the Delhi Chief Minister

said, "The AAP minister was corrupt.
No one knew, the media didn't
know. But we dismissed him and
sent him to jail. No other party has
done this."Addressing his first rally in
Haryana after AAP's stunning per-
formance in the Assembly polls in
neighbouring Punjab, Kejriwal chal-
lenged the ruling BJP in the state to
contest the 2024 Assembly elections
under the leadership of incumbent
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

"Some journalists were telling me
that the BJP is going to remove
Khattar sahab, and replace him with
someone else as the Chief Minister.
Have you heard about it? Is Khattar
sahab corrupt? Does he not work? I
would like to challenge the BJP, if it
has courage, let it contest the 2024
elections under the leadership of
Khattar sahab," Kejriwal

said.Recalling his roots in Haryana,
the AAP chief said, "I like it the most
when people call me Haryana's lal.
Haryana is my birthplace. And the
land of birth is like a mother. A per-
son can't repay the debt of a mother
and the motherland even in seven
lives." He also said that those who
want their children to become goons
must send them to the BJP.

"Those who want their children to
become doctors, engineers, lawyers,
come with us. Those who want them
to become rioters, goons, rapists, go
with them (BJP). All such elements
are in that party," Kejriwal
said,"They will never give jobs to
your children because they need
unemployed goons for their party.
They will teach your children to riot
and send their own children
abroad," he added.

SIX KILLED IN

TEMPO TRAVELLER

COLLISION IN UP
Bahraich : Six people, including a

woman, were killed and nine others serious-
ly injured when a tempo traveller ran into a
truck on Lakhimpur-Bahraich highway on
Sunday morning.

Four of the injured persons are said to be
critical.

The victims from Karnataka were on their
way to Ayodhya for pilgrimage.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
expressed grief over the incident and has
directed officials to ensure help and treat-
ment to the injured persons.
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Aday after the Madhya Pradesh State Election Commission (SEC) announced
the schedule of three-tier panchayat polls, the Opposition Congress accused
the BJP-led state government of doing "grave injustice" to the other backward

classes (OBCs). It claimed that the government has given only a 9-13 per cent
quota to the OBCs in the panchayat elections.

The allegation was made by the state Congress chief Kamal Nath, who highlight-
ed district-wise OBC seats allocated for three-tier panchayat polls in the state. "BJP
says it will give 35 per cent quota to OBCs, but in reality it has given only 11.2 per
cent seats of Zilla panchayat members to the OBC community, 9.5 per cent seats
for Janpad panchayat president posts, 11.5 per cent for Janpad panchayat mem-
bers and only 12.5 per cent seats for sarpanchs (head of village panchayats)," he
said.

Nath further claimed that the OBCs have got zero posts for Zilla panchayat
members in 19 districts, zero posts for Janpad panchayat presidents in 28 districts
and zero posts for Janpad panchayat members in 10 districts.

Earlier in the day, the state Congress claimed that OBC seats had reduced by 60
per cent (compared to previous polls of 2014-15) this time. The official handle of
the party claimed that the district panchayat member posts had come down by 61

per cent and in 13 districts, OBC quota had become nil.
It is noteworthy that the state government has undertaken a process for fresh

reservation of seats as per Supreme Court directives, based on the report of the
Madhya Pradesh State OBC Welfare Commission. The official statistics on reserved
seats is not yet available in the compiled manner. The Congress has been alleging
that the fresh process has only reduced the number of reserved seats for the OBC
community.As per the population-based norms, scheduled tribes (STs) get 20 per
cent and scheduled castes (SCs) get 16 per cent quota in the state, leaving 14 per
cent quota for the OBCs (considering the 50 per cent cap on total quota set by the
Supreme Court).Responding to the allegation, Urban Development Minister
Bhupendra Singh said has that the Congress has been trying to dent the OBCs'
rights in the state. "It was Congress that went to the court. It opposed the OBC
quota and this led to the SC scrapping the OBC quota for local bodies' polls. But
our government made best efforts and ensured that the local bodies' polls would
be held with OBC quota."Singh claimed that OBC seats have increased in many
places and it has reduced in some places. In urban local bodies, 73 seats are
reserved for OBCs now for Nagar Parishad (municipal council) presidents, which
is same as earlier, for Nagar Palika (municipality) presidents, the OBC seats have
increased from 25 to 28 while in Nagar Nigams (municipal corporations) four seats
are still reserved for OBCs.

OBCs get only 9-13% reservation in panchayat polls: Kamal Nath
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that the three organs of governance,
the Legislature, the Executive and the

Judiciary are like a family. It is the duty of all of
us to best serve the public. Even if a peon does
good service, he is respected like a chief minis-
ter. Work for people in such a way, with a
healthy spirit, that people shower you with
blessings.

Chief Minister Chouhan inaugurated a new
administrative cluster building constructed at a
cost of Rs.27 crore 16 lakh near Kothi Bhawan
in Ujjain. Earlier, he planted saplings of Jamun,
Pomegranate and Tulsi at Sankul Bhawan
complex.Chouhan said that the administrative
complex building is quality based. Additional

budget will be made available for equipping it
with necessary furniture etc. With many gov-
ernment offices in the same building, the pub-
lic will not have to wander to get their work
done. Chief Minister Chouhan said that
Madhya Pradesh government has implement-
ed Public Service Guarantee Act in the state for
timely redressal of public grievances. The gov-
ernment is making efforts to ensure that peo-
ple do not have to take the trouble to visit gov-
ernment offices for solution to their problems
and for their works. They should be able to get

their work done from the comfort of their
home. The government is providing many
services to the citizens on the mobile itself.
Chief Minister said that Madhya Pradesh leads
in the implementation of many schemes in the
country. Madhya Pradesh tops in the schemes
including Cleanliness campaign, Swamitva
Yojana, Street Vendor Scheme, Pradhan Mantri
Awas. The growth rate of Madhya Pradesh at
the current market price is the highest in India
at 19.7 percent. The share of Madhya Pradesh
in GDP has increased to 4.6 percent. The per

capita annual income has now become Rs one
lakh 23 thousand. As per NSA survey, Madhya
Pradesh has come from 17th place in the coun-
try to 5th place in the field of education.

Chief Minister Chouhan said that Ujjain is a
city of devotion, knowledge, action, education,
sacrifice, service, Vairagya (detachment).
Samrat Vikramaditya was world-renowned for
his capable administration and justice. The
name of this new administrative complex
building will be Samrat Vikramaditya
Prashasanik Sankul. Kothi Palace will be devel-
oped as a heritage building.Chouhan said that
now I am also the thele wala Mama. I go out
with a handcart to collect toys and other mate-
rials for Anganwadi children. Let us all take a
pledge to not let any child remain malnour-
ished in the coming one year. Everyone will
make their full contribution for Anganwadis.
On auspicious occasions like birthdays, mar-
riage anniversaries, we should visit
Anganwadis and distribute milk, fruits to chil-
dren.Chief Minister Chouhan said that today I
planted a sapling before inaugurating the
administrative complex. Protecting the envi-
ronment is our collective responsibility. We all
will plant maximum number of trees, to save
the earth. Chief Minister Chouhan also
appealed to the public to save electricity. He
said that if we do not waste electricity, we can
save electricity worth Rs. 4 thousand crores.

'WORK IN SUCH A WAY
THAT PEOPLE BLESS YOU'

NEW BUILDING WILL BE NAMED
AS SAMRAT VIKRAMADITYA
PRASHASANIK SANKUL. KOTHI
PALACE WILL BE DEVELOPED AS
A HERITAGE BUILDING. CM
CHOUHAN DEDICATES NEW
ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX
BUILDING IN UJJAIN
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State Election
Commissioner
Basant Pratap Singh

has informed that nomi-
nation papers will be
taken from May 30 for the
general election of three-
tier panchayats-2022. The
nomination papers will be
submitted by June 6,
2022. Nomination forms
will be filled for all the
phases simultaneously.
Nomination papers will
be submitted for the posts
of District Panchayat
Member, Janpad
Panchayat Member,
Sarpanch and Panch. The
nomination papers will be
submitted offline only.

Nomination papers will
be taken in the district
and development block
headquarters and cluster.

Secretary State Election
Commission Shri Singh
has informed that publi-
cation of election infor-
mation and receiving
nominations, publication
of information regarding

reservation of seats and
publication of the list of
polling stations will be
held on 30 May 2022. The
nomination papers will be
taken till June 6 (by 3
pm). The scrutiny of
nomination papers will be
held on June 7. The last
date for withdrawal of
candidature is June 10,
2022. The allotment of
election symbols will also
happen on June 10. The
first phase of polling will
be held on June 25, the
second phase on July 1
and the third phase on
July 8. 

The polling time will be
from 7 am to 3 pm. The
counting of votes will be
done at the polling station
itself immediately after
the end of polling.

Tabulation of counting
of votes for the posts of
Panch, Sarpanch, Janpad
Panchayat member and
declaration of election
result will be done on July
14 and for District
Panchayat member on
July 15.

Nomination Papers

Will Be Taken From

May 30

PRESIDENT RAM NATH KOVIND OFFERED WORSHIP TO LORD SHRI MAHAKALESHWAR

President Ram Nath Kovind along with wife Savita Kovind and daughter Swati Kovind today offered worship to Lord Mahakal according to ritu-

als at Shri Mahakaleshwar Temple in Ujjain. The worship was conducted by Pt. Ghanshyam Sharma and other priests. Along with the President,

Governor Mangubhai Patel, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Sadhna Singh Chouhan attended the puja. Culture and Tourism Minister

Usha Thakur was also present.

97 CHILDREN FALL ILL
AFTER HAVING 'PANI
PURI' IN MANDLA

Bhopal: Ninety-seven children have
taken ill after eating 'pani puri' at a fair in
Singarpur of Madhya Pradesh's Mandla
district.

The children from the nearby villages,
who had gone to a fair on Saturday and
had pani puri there, complained of stom-
ach pain and vomiting. Parents of the ail-
ing kids started rushing them to hospital
but by the time police got information, the
fair was over. "Number of children com-
plained of stomach pain and vomiting. We
have received information about the inci-
dent. It was learnt that children who suf-
fered with pain and vomiting had con-
sumed pani-puri at the same stall. Search
to identify pani-puri seller is underway," a
police official in Mandla said.

"There were many pani puri stalls. We
are trying to find out exact person," police
said.No casualty has been reported so far
and children admitted in the hospital are
out of danger."A total of 97 children suffer-
ing from food poisoning were admitted to
hospital in Mandla," said Dr K R Shakya,
who is posted in the medical facility.
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Aracket involved in placing
online bets on Indian Premier
League (IPL) matches was bust-

ed and three bookies were arrested in
this connection in Madhya Pradesh's
Jabalpur district.

The police also recovered Rs 70.65
lakh cash during a raid conducted late
on Saturday.

The final match of the league
between Rajasthan Royals and
Gujarat Titans is scheduled at Motera
stadium on Sunday.

As per the police, a raid was con-
ducted in two flats located in two dif-
ferent high-rises - Napier Town and
Muskan Heights. The arrested have
been identified as Akash Goga, his
brother Ajit Goga and Interjit Singh.

Superintendent of Police (SP)
Jabalpur, Siddharth Bahuguna said,
"The police had recovered over Rs 1
crore cash in the past few days, which
include Rs 70.65 lakh seized on
Saturday night in the district. Police
teams are keeping a close watch on
bookies organising online betting."

Bahuguna further said that Goga

brothers were involved in betting and
other illegal activities for the past sev-
eral years.Earlier, district police had
arrested kingpin of online betting
Satish Sampal from Jabalpur and a
huge amount of cash was recovered.

Police said that the further investi-
gation in the matter was underway.

Last week, a postmaster in Madhya
Pradesh's Bina area robbed more than
two dozen families' fixed deposits to
bet on the IPL matches and lost Rs
one crore.

IPL betting racket busted in Jabalpur
ahead of final match, 3 arrested

Sundeep Pouranik |Bhopal

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is readying for
some experimentation in the upcoming
urban local body elections in Madhya

Pradesh. These experiments could be part of the
strategy for the Assembly election due in 2023.

The dates for the panchayat elections have been
announced, while for the urban body polls, which
will be party-based, are expected to be announced
soon. In these elections, the mayor will be directly
elected by the people, whereas in the municipal
corporation, the office bearers will be elected by the
councillors.

Sources informed that the party prefers new
faces in the urban body polls. People in the party
have also brainstormed over this. In the coming
days, committees will be formed in the party and
they will launch a search for such candidates.

The BJP has been experimenting in Madhya
Pradesh for years. At present, the new faces under
consideration include state president Vishnu Dutt
Sharma and the state executive and district level
officials. A similar experiment will be tried in the
urban body elections where the party is going to
prioritise educated people from different fields and

those working in the public domain.
Party sources say that the reason behind bringing

new faces to the fore is to curb nepotism. The party
has decided that only one person from a family will
be made a candidate, and if the member of that
family is an office bearer in the organisation, then
he/she will not be given a ticket. However, he will

have the option of leaving the organisation and
then ask for a ticket for himself or for a family
member.

BJP state spokesperson Dr. Hitesh Bajpai said:
"Urban body elections are important for any politi-
cal party and the BJP is also serious about it. The
party always goes to the elections with its policies
and plans in the interest of the people. The same
will happen in this election. As far as the candida-
ture is concerned, a competent person will be
selected by the party." On the other hand, the vice
president of the media department of the Congress
Abbas Hafeez said the "BJP is scared about the
urban body elections because there is dissatisfac-
tion among the people. The BJP wants to enter the
election fray by changing faces, but its effort will
fail. First, the BJP will lose the urban body elections
and then it will have to face defeat in the assembly
polls".

According to political analysts, the urban body
elections are like a semi-final before the assembly
elections. The BJP is running a test in these elec-
tions by fielding new faces and if it succeeds, the
party can further stake claim to the new entrants in
the subsequent polls. Overall, the BJP does not
want dissatisfaction among the people.

BJP TO HONE ITS 2023 STRATEGY IN UPCOMING URBAN LOCAL BODY POLLS
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Rewa District Collector in
Madhya Pradesh has
directed that govern-

ment employees who are
unavailable for duty in pan-
chayat elections will be
retired prematurely. A circu-
lar to this regard was issued
by the Collector.

The circular was issued
after observing that a number
of government officials and
employees posted in Rewa
have expressed their inability
to be available for election
duty after the Madhya
Pradesh State Election
Commission (MP-SEC)
announced the dates for
three-tier panchayat elections
which will be held from June
25 to July 8.

Employees have sought
leave from election duty cit-
ing ill health and have sub-
mitted their medical reports.
After noticing a bunch of
such applications, Rewa
District Collector Manoj
Pushp issued a circular men-
tioning: "Officials and
employees who submit appli-
cation of their ill health to
skip election duty will be
compulsorily retired under
the rules of the government,
which state the conditions: 20
years of services and 50 years
of age." After the poll dates
were announced on Friday,
the Collector along with SP
Navneet Bhasin held a meet-
ing with officials to take stock
of preparations in the district.
The officials were seen visit-
ing block offices for inspec-

tion. The first phase of voting
for three-tire panchayat elec-
tions (gram, janpad, and zila
panchayats) will be held on
June 25, the second on July 1,
and voting for the third and
final phase will be held on
July 8. The results will be
announced on July 14 and 15
at the block headquarters.
The SEC also made it clear
that voting in panchayat elec-
tions will be conducted
through ballot papers and not
EVM (Electronic Voting
Machines). The electorate in
three-tire panchayats will be
allowed to cast their vote
between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m.
The process of nomination
will start from May 30 and the
last date for withdrawal of
nominations will be June 10
till 3 p.m. 

Govt employees skipping election
duty will be retired: Rewa DM



TV actress Amreena Bhat was shot dead
by terrorists and her 10-year-old nephew
injured in his arm at Chadoora in

Kashmir's Badgam district. Her family and rel-
atives shed tears and some even took to social
media. But no one came out to protest -- nei-
ther her colleagues, nor her neighbours. All
went silently back to their usual routine.

Not long ago, the picture of little Safa in
blood-soaked clothes, lying alone on a stretch-
er in a hospital and staring blankly, went viral.
Safa got a bullet injury when her father, J&K
Police constable Saifullah Qadri, 45, was killed
by terrorists outside their home in Soura, on
the outskirts of Srinagar.

The family is struggling to come to terms
with this. Safa's pictures was shared a thou-
sand times, and a few concerns were
expressed, but silence has descended on her
locality.

This silence is deafening.
As one stands on the Shankaracharya hill in

Srinagar, a vast expanse of homes interspersed
by greenery and water bodies lie ahead. The
surrounding silence seems meditative from
above, but as one moves on the roads and the
streets below, things don't seem normal.

Three decades ago, it wasn't like this. Even a
small incident would evoke curiosity and
neighbours and unknown people would come
to help and stand by the victim's family. Today,
there is no reaction, no empathy; the only
overwhelming presence is that of silence.

In all the incidents of terrorism, whether a
Muslim is killed or a minority community
member, or a non-local is targeted, silence
seems to be all-pervasive. No one protests, no
one comes on roads to raise slogans and no
one points out the identity of the killers. The
neighbours, colleagues and even the affected
family's relatives choose to remain quiet.

In a majority of these terror incidents, the
perpetrators just come, kill and escape without
any hindrance, and there never seems to be
any eyewitness.

Rahul Bhat's is a case in point. He was work-
ing in a secured government building with a
CRPF picket nearby. Despite the security and
the checks, the killers walked straight into his
office and pumped five bullets into him while
he was at his desk.

Several questions are bound to arise: Why
were the weapon-wielding men not detected
as they entered the building? How did the
killers know where Rahul was sitting? When
they were leaving, why did no one raise an
alarm or alert the picket guards? Everyone in
Rahul's office has slipped into a questionable
silence, indicating either collusion or fear.

Similar questions arise each time a targeted
killing happens in Kashmir.

"Your very silence shows you agree"
Perhaps, the answers to these disturbing

questions are to be found in this quote from
Euripides, one of the greatest exponents of
Greek tragedy, Targeted killings can be 'suc-

cessfully' executed only when pinpointed
information is available and those present at
that time keep silent.

On October 7, 2021, terrorists entered the
Government Boys Higher Secondary School,
Idgah, Srinagar, and fired point-blank at the
principal, SupinderKour, 46, a Sikh, and a
Kashmiri Pandit, Deepak Chand, 38, who had
migrated back to the Valley from Jammu. No
one protested the killings and the school went
back to its business a few days later.

All the targeted killings or other terror acts
are always claimed by various terror outfits.
Security officials say that targeted killings are
difficult to prevent, but if there is a public out-
pouring of anger, then pressure can be built up
against the perpetrators. In Kashmir, however,
any act of terror fails to generate
the widespread public outcry it
should.

Recently, when the separatist

Yasin Malik was convicted in a terror funding
case and sentenced to life imprisonment,
protests and incidents of stone pelting took
place. Though the police arrested ten people
near Malik's home, the fact is that people did
attempt to gather in support of a convicted ter-
rorist.

If people haven't forgotten to react, then
why do they so selectively and not in all the
terror-related cases?

No one can forget the lynching of DSP Ayub
Pandit outside the gate of the Jamia Masid in
Srinagar on June 22, 2017, when people were
observing Shab-e-Qadr. The victim's family
and friends did try to raise their voice but were
silenced by the 'on-ground workers' (OGWs)
of the various terror outfits. A few videos
showing this had gone viral and were much
discussed. Security analysts have been blam-
ing the rampant radicalisation in the valley for
the support being extended to terrorists. More
than the fear of the gun, it is radicalisation that
is helping the terror outfits and their sponsors
in Pakistan to keep the terror momentum high
in the valley. The reasons for the silence may
be varied, but the reality is that this silence has
ruined Kashmir. The majority silently saw the
persecution and exodus of the minorities from
the valley; they have been quiet on the killing
of moderates, they don't raise their voice when
girls are raped by terrorists; they don't react
when terrorists forcibly live in their homes;
and they never question the killings.

The silence is now weighing upon the
majority, which is failing to raise its voice
against the drug menace, kidnappings, inci-
dents of gang rape and acid attacks, which
were unheard-of in the valley before the
advent of terrorism in the late 1980s.

Abraham Lincoln had said, "To sin by
silence when they should protest makes cow-
ards of men." This sounds so true in Kashmir
today.
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What makes the likes of Brahmjot
Kaur tick? She holds a B.Tech
degree in Electronics and

Communications and could have opted for
a job in the private sector. Yet, it was that
attraction for the uniform that prevailed.
On Saturday, she was one of 30 women
who marched out of the Indian Naval
Academy in Ezhimala, Kerala, as a sub
lieutenant of the Indian Navy."It is great
that the number of women opting for the
Navy as a career is going up. As it is, the
Navy has the largest percentage (6.2 per
cent) of women officers among the three
armed forces in the country. In the batch
that passed out on Saturday, there were 210
men and 30 women. That means that this
batch had 12.5 per cent women. We also
have women pilots serving on ships now," a
senior naval officer said.While Brahmjot is
from the Naval Armament Inspectorate
Cadre (NAIC), there are other women in
her batch who will go on to become logistics
officers, law officers, observers and naval
constructors after further training at other
bases. The last 5-odd months at Ezhimala
have been gruelling, Brahmjot says but she
is ready for more."The uniform is part of my
life now. Just as it is for other members of my
family. However, I am proud of becoming
the first member of the family to have
joined the Navy," this third generation offi-
cer said.Unlike her, there have been other
cadets who did not have anybody in their
families to inspire them. "I had always
wanted to do something different in life.
Though my family has never had anybody
serving in the armed forces, my parents are
proud of me today. Maybe, I shall be able to
inspire future generations - particularly
women - to join the defence services,"
another young officer from the batch said.

An Aquatic Pride

international

Islamabad|Agencies

An audio recording of
an alleged telephon-
ic conversation

between Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) leader Asif Ali
Zardari and property
tycoon Malik Riaz has sur-
faced, where the latter
could be heard telling the
former that PTI Chairman
Imran Khan was desperate
for a "patch-up" with him.

The leaked audio
recording, in which the
voices were believed by
many to be of Zardari and
Riaz, came to the fore two
days after Khan abruptly
ended a planned anti-gov-
ernment sit-in in
Islamabad amid specula-
tion of behind-the-scenes
contacts between him and
the establishment, reports
Dawn news.

Though the PTI imme-
diately declared the audio

"fake", the PPP leadership
remained non-committal,
while a number of party
leaders said it "seemed
genuine".

In the almost 32-second
conversation, the date and
time of which is not con-
firmed, Riaz can be heard
telling Zardari that Khan

had been sending him
messages asking him to
help "patch up" with the
PPP.

"Today, he (Imran
Khan) has sent too many
messages," the voice
believed to be of Riaz told
the former President, who
in response says: "It is

impossible now."
"It's okay. I just wanted

to bring this into your
notice," said Riaz's alleged
voice.

When contacted, a
number of senior PPP
leaders said they were not
aware of the timing of the
purported phone call, but
they could confirm that
Riaz had been playing the
role of a mediator after
submission of the no-con-
fidence resolution against
Khan in the National
Assembly by the then
opposition parties, Dawn
news reported.

Another PPP leader,
while claiming that the
alleged audio seemed gen-
uine, questioned who was
tapping the telephones of
the former President.

He said it was a serious
matter and should be
probed.

31 killed in Nigeria stampede
Lagos|Agencies

At least 31 people died in
a stampede at the
venue of a church pro-

gramme in Nigeria's south-
ern city of Port Harcourt in
Rivers state, police said.

Grace Iringe-Koko, police
spokesperson in the state,
confirmed the casualties and
said that local church had
organised the outreach to
give out palliatives to the
underprivileged, reports
Xinhua news agency.

"It is 31 people that died. It
was a stampede because a
church was trying to give out
palliatives," Iringe-Koko said.

The event was scheduled
to start on Saturday morning,
but some people went there
earlier and broke into the
place, resulting in the stam-
pede, said the spokesperson.

"So people started rushing
in and there was a stam-
pede," she said.

Speaking to Xinhua,
Iringe-Koko said rescue oper-
ators are working at the scene
of the incident, and an inves-
tigation has been launched

by the police to ascertain the
immediate causes of the inci-
dent.

According to the
spokesperson, the nature of
the church programme was
bound to attract a crowd.

Nigeria has winessed simi-
lar stampedes in the recent
past.

Twenty-four people died at
an overcrowded church gath-
ering in the south-eastern
state of Anambra in 2013,
while at least 16 people were
killed in 2014 when a crowd
got out of control during a
screening for government
jobs in the nation's capital,
Abuja.

Kashmir and the sin of silence 

LEAKED TAPE REVEALS IMRAN
DESPERATE FOR 'PATCH-UP' WITH

Two days after Rahul Bhat was killed in a government office in Jammu and Kashmir on
May 12, the building was reopened and all his colleagues, officers and subordinates
trooped in and have been working silently since then. None of his colleagues or seniors
even condemned the killing, or showed any sympathy, according to Bhat's family,
which has been pointing fingers at them.

Deepika Bhan

PLANE GOES
MISSING IN
NEPAL, 4 INDIANS
ON BOARD

Kathmandu: A plane
with 19 passengers, includ-
ing four Indians, and three
crew members went miss-
ing in Nepal on Sunday
shortly after taking off, avia-
tion authorities said.

In a statement, the Civil
Aviation Authority of Nepal
said the Tara Airlines twin-
otter plane was en route to
Pokhara from Mustang.

A search operation is
underway to locate the air-
craft which went missing
soon after it took off from
the Jomsom Airport in
Mustang, the airline said.

Of the 19 passengers, 13
were Nepalis, four Indians
and two others whose
nationalities were not
immediately known.

Jakarta|Agencies

Asearch operation is
underway for 25 persons
who remain unaccount-

ed for after a ship with about
42 people on board capsized
in the waters off Indonesia's
South Sulawesi province,
according to an official.

The vessel capsized at 1
p.m. in the Makassar Strait on
May 26, but the incident was
reported to the provincial
search and rescue office on
Saturday, the official told
Xinhua news agency. "After
receiving the information, we
immediately deployed our

personnel and equipment to
the scene for a search and res-
cue mission.

"About 45 rescuers and a
ship have already been on the
spot near a small island," the
official said, adding that a
plane or chopper will be dis-
patched to join the search. So
far, 17 people on board the ill-
fated vessel have been res-
cued. According to the official,
the ship suffered an engine
failure when it was hit by huge
waves in the strait after depart-
ing from the Paotere Harbor in
Makassar, the capital of the
province.

Ship capsizes in Indonesia, search
on for 25 missing persons 37 DEAD IN HEAVY RAINS IN BRAZIL

Rio de Janeiro:
At least 37 people
were killed and
about 5,000 others
displaced in north-
eastern Brazil due
to heavy rains,
authorities have
said.Recife City, the
capital of northeast-
ern Pernambuco
State, is the most
affected by the
rains, where 35 peo-
ple died and about
1,000 others fled
their home, Xinhua news agency reported, cit-
ing the local Civil Defense.

In Alagoas State, two people were killed in
the rains, with more than 4,000 residents evac-
uated.Meanwhile, secondary disasters trig-
gered by the heavy rainfall also caused casual-
ties. On Saturday, 20 people were killed in a
landslide in Recife, while six others died in
another landslide in the nearby city of
Camaragibe.

According to the Pernambuco Water and
Climate Agency, Recife recorded 150 mm of
precipitation on Saturday, while Camaragibe
registered 129 mm.

Dhaka|Agencies

At least eight people were
killed and 20 others injured
on Sunday when a bus

slammed into a tree in
Bangladesh's Barisal district,
police said.

Barishal District Police
Superintendent Md Maruf
Hossain told Xinhua news agency
the driver appeared to have lost
control of the bus on a highway
during an overnight journey.

According to the local police
chief, 20 of the 42 people on
board were injured, and some
were in critical condition.

All the injured were rushed to
local hospitals, the police official
said, adding that the exact cause
of the accident is under investiga-
tion.

The accident took place at
around 5.40 a.m.

Bangladesh has a higher fatality
rate for road accidents in the
world due to shoddy highways,
poorly maintained vehicles, viola-
tion of traffic rules by inept drivers
and lack of monitoring by the traf-

fic department.
Road Safety Foundation, a non-

government organisation, said at
least 543 people were killed and
612 were injured in 427 road acci-
dents across the country last

8 killed, 20 injured after bus
slams into tree in B'desh

Ukrainian Prez
discusses
defense support
with British PM

Kiev: Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky has said that he
had discussed defence sup-
port for Ukraine in a phone
conversation with British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson.

"We talked about
strengthening defence sup-
port for Ukraine, intensify-
ing work on security guar-
antees," Zelensky tweeted.

The Ukrainian leader
added that the parties also
touched upon the issue of
supplying fuel for Ukraine
amid the energy crisis,
Xinhua news agency report-
ed. Earlier this month,
Johnson announced that
the UK government will
provide 1.3 billion pounds
(about $1.64 billion) in mili-
tary aid for Ukraine.
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Maharashtra BJP president
Chandrakant Patil has apolo-
gised for his "go home and

cook" remark against NCP MP
Supriya Sule, said the chairperson of
the state women's commission on
Sunday. The apology came in
response to a notice sent to Patil by
the commission in the wake of his
remark.

Reacting to it, Ms Sule said through
his apology, Patil has shown his
"large-heartedness", and appealed to
everyone to put the matter to rest.

Talking to reporters, Rupali
Chakankar, chairperson of the
Maharashtra State Commission For
Women, said, "The commission had
sent a notice to Patil over his com-
ments against Sule and he had
responded by apologising for the
remarks, which he said were made
out of disappointment over the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) not getting
political reservation."

On Wednesday, Patil, during the

BJP's protest over the OBC reserva-
tion, hit out at Supriya Sule, saying,
"Why are you (Sule) even in politics,
just go home and cook. Go to Delhi
or to a cemetery, but get us the OBC
quota. Despite being a Lok Sabha
member, how come you don't know
how to get an appointment with chief

minister." After his apology, Sule,
said, "I had refrained from comment-
ing on his remark from day one. But
by apologising, he has shown his
large-heartedness. I request everyone
now to put the matter to rest."
Chandrakant Patil, who hails from
Kolhapur, contested the 2019 state

Assembly election from Pune's
Kothrud seat, where sitting BJP MLA
Medha Kulkarni was denied the ticket
to make way for him.

His remarks elicited sharp reac-
tions not only from the NCP to which
Sule belongs, but also drew the ire of
women policymakers as CPI(M) polit
bureau member Brinda Karat con-
demned it by saying sexism is becom-
ing rampant in Indian politics and
urged women lawmakers cutting
across political lines to be united
against the trend, while DMK MP
Kanimozhi assured to bring a Bill
against shaming women in public
platforms. Supriya Sule, whose party
shares power with the Shiv Sena and
Congress in Maharashtra, had earlier
said she had contacted Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan during his Delhi visit, but
he did not divulge what he did to get
nod for the OBC reservation.

The Supreme Court recently
allowed reservation for OBCs in local
bodies in Madhya Pradesh, while
Maharashtra's plea has been rejected.

MAHA BJP CHIEF APOLOGISES FOR SEXIST
"GO HOME AND COOK" REMARK

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope
has said residents of

districts in the state that are
reporting an increase in daily
coronavirus infections
should start taking more cau-
tion and wear masks.

Maharashtra on Saturday
reported 529 new COVID-19
cases, but no virus-related
death. The state had record-
ed 536 new cases and zero
deaths on Friday, as per offi-
cial figures. The mask man-
date was lifted in the state
last month.For the first time
in Maharashtra, four patients
of B.A.4 sub-lineage and
three cases of B.A.5 sub-line-
age of the highly-transmissi-
ble Omicron variant of coro-
navirus have also been
found, the state health
department said on Saturday.

Tope told reporters on
Saturday that though the

COVID-19 cases are increas-
ing, very few deaths on
account of the virus are being
reported.

"The (people living in) dis-
tricts which are reporting an
increase in the daily COVID-
19 cases should start taking
extra care, including wearing
of masks. The daily cases
number is on the rise, but it is
still under control," he said.

Instructions have been
given to health officials to
undertake necessary steps to

contain the spread of the
virus, the minister added. 

On Saturday, Mumbai
reported 330 new COVID-19
cases, followed by neigh-
bouring Thane city with 38
cases, Pune with 32 and Navi
Mumbai with 31. 

Mumbai circle which
includes neighbouring satel-
lite towns and municipal cor-
porations reported 448 cases
of COVID-19, while the Pune
circle recorded 64 infections,
according to official data.

Health Minister urge
people to wear Masks

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Acase has been filed at the Pydhonie
police station area in Mumbai under
sections 295A (outraging religious feel-

ings), 153A (promoting enmity on religious
grounds) and 505B (incitement) of the Indian
Penal Code after a complaint by Raza
Academy, a Sunni Barelvi organisation of
Indian Sunni Muslims, for her alleged
"remarks on a national channel".

Earlier on Friday, Sharma had alleged that
she has been receiving death and rape threats
on social media after a "so-called fact-check-
er" circulated a heavily edited video from one
of her recent debates on a TV channel on the
Gyanvapi mosque case.

"There is a so-called fact-checker who has
started to vitiate the atmosphere by putting
out a heavily edited and selected video from
one of my debates last night. Ever since I've
been receiving death and rape threats, includ-
ing beheading threats against me and family
members," Nupur Sharma told news agency
on Friday.

Sharma alleged that an Alt News proprietor
had posted an edited video to encourage
trolls against her and said that he should be
held "responsible" if any harm befalls her
family."I've tagged the police commissioner
and Delhi police. I suspect there'll be harm

done to me and my immediate family mem-
bers. In case there's any harm done to me or
my family members the proprietor of Alt
News is completely responsible," she stated.

"If I was wrong, then the fact-checkers
should rectify the facts, rather than sending
death threats to me. Please come forward and
correct the facts. It's not right, it's completely
illegal," she added.

Further, Sharma said that she is collating all
the threats against her and will file a com-
plaint in the matter. 

FIR against BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma over her religious remark
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MP Navneet Rana, her hus-
band MLA Ravi Rana and at
least 15 of their supporters

were bookedThe Rana couple was
arrested on April 23 after announc-
ing they would recite Hanuman
Chalisa in frontNavneet Rana and
her husband Ravi Rana were given a
grand welcome by
supportersIndependent MP Navneet
Rana, her husband MLA Ravi Rana
and at least 15 of their supporters
were booked for allegedly violating
various norms, including bringing
the traffic to a grinding stop, during a
welcome event for the couple on
Sunday.

The Rana couple was arrested on
April 23 after announcing they
would recite Hanuman Chalisa in
front of 'Matoshree', the private resi-
dence of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in Bandra in
Mumbai, the move leading to a tense
stand-off with Shiv Sena workers
through the day. They were granted

bail on May 4 by a special court in
Mumbai.

Navneet Rana, the Lok Sabha MP
from here, and her husband, MLA
from Badnera, were given a grand
welcome by supporters here late

Saturday night on their return to the
city after 36 days.

The welcome procession impeded
traffic at several spots, while an
'aarti' performed by the couple had
loudspeakers in use even after 10pm,

local police officials said.
Amravati Commissioner of Police

Aarti Singh told news agency that the
Rana couple has been booked by
Rajapeth police station under IPC,
Maharashtra Police Act and
Environment Protection Act provi-
sions for these violations.

Meanwhile, speaking to a TV
channel, Ravi Rana said he and his
wife had not violated any norms
while attending welcome events
organised by their supporters in
Nagpur and Amravati on Saturday.

He also attacked Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and said 75 per
cent industries that were set up in
Vidarbha during the BJP government
under Devendra Fadnavis had
closed down under the MVA dispen-
sation. The Maha Vikas Aghadi
alliance comprises the Shiv Sena,
NCP and Congress.

Thackeray had failed to curb load-
shedding and other power woes as
well as suicides among disgruntled
Maharashtra State Road Transport
Corporation staff, the MLA alleged.

Navneet Rana, husband booked for norm
violations during welcome procession

Nashik|Agencies

ADharma Sansad
(Parliament of
Religion) will be organ-

ised in Maharashtra's Nashik
on May 31, to discuss the
vexed topic of Lord
Hanuman's birth place.
Swami Aniket Shastri
Deshpande Maharaj of
Mahant Shri Mandalacharya
Peethadheeshwar has invited
Hindu seers from all across
the country to put forward
their views on the birthplace
of Lord Hanuman.

He said any decision taken
by the congregation of seers
will be accepted by all.

A seer from Karnataka has
claimed that Lord Hanuman
was born in Karnataka's
Kishkindha and not in

Nashik's Anjaneri. Referring
to Ramayan, Mahant Govind
Das claimed the Hindu deity
was born in Kishkindha.

He said nowhere it was
written that he was born in
Anjaneri. He has reached
Nashik's Trimbakeshwar,
where he will hold a dialogue
with seers. The Nashik Police

have asked the organisers to
ensure law and order.

This comes amid the
ongoing Gyanvapi controver-
sy, wherein a survey team
has reportedly told a Varanasi
court that they had found
remnants of Hindu symbols
inside the Muslim place of
worship.

Lord Hanuman's birthplace Kishkindha or Anjaneri?
Dharam Sansad in Nashik to decide on May 31
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AIMIM president Asaduddin Owaisi has said
that "India belongs to Dravidians and Adivasis",
and not to him, or Maharashtra Chief Minister

Uddhav Thackeray, NCP head Sharad Pawar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Addressing a rally in Bhiwandi town here in
Maharashtra on Saturday evening, the Lok Sabha
member also sought to know why Pawar pleaded
with PM Modi for Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut and not
state NCP minister Nawab Malik, who had been
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in a
money-laundering case.

Coming down heavily on the BJP, Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress, he claimed that these parties want to
protect their vote banks and hence, never react when
members of the minority community are targeted.

While the BJP and Prime Minister Modi are cele-
brating eight years of their successful rule in the
country, they do not realise what agony the country is
going through, he said, while citing inflation and
other issues. "If India belongs to anyone, it's the
Dravidians, adivasis (tribals)" contrary to claims of
others, the All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen

(AIMIM) leader said."They (other parties) give an
example of 600 years, but I give you an example of
more than 65,000 years. The country does not belong
to Thackeray, Pawar, Owaisi, Modi or Shah, but to
Dravidians and Adivasis," the AIMIM leader
said.When anyone criticises CM Thackeray, Pawar,
Modi, or Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath, they (the
respective partymen) react immediately and take
action, "but if we are criticised and comments
passed against us, no no one reacts", he said.

Owaisi appealed to Muslims and others, includ-
ing Dalits and OBCs, to understand that these "so-
called secular parties will never come to their assis-

tance" as they are concerned only about their vote
bank.He also said no one should challenge or pro-
voke him, or else he will "show them the mirror".

He claimed that Muslims were being targeted
over mosques as well as issues like wearing of hijab
and halal meat, and appealed to the community to
fight against it. Claiming that Pawar, whose party
shares power with the Shiv Sena and Congress in
Maharashtra, pleaded with PM Modi for Rajya
Sabha member Raut, Owaisi asked, "Why he
(Pawar) did not plead for Nawab Malik? What is so
special about Raut?" Referring to the Gyanvapi
mosque row, he said they (central government)
want to dig up different places, but will not get any-
thing there. "They want to wipe it (Gyanvapi
mosque) out like the Babri Masjid," he claimed.
Owaisi said at the time of the court verdict in the
Babri mosque dispute case, he had said that they
(government) will now start digging up the
Gyanvapi and other mosques, including in
Lucknow, and his claim has come true.He also
claimed that Bhiwandi AIMIM leader Khalid Guddu
was held by police for the last two years as he and
the party were becoming strong in the town, and
they (Maharashtra government) see it as a threat.

India is a native place of Dravidians and Adivasis: Owaisi

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The NCB on Friday filed a
nearly 6,000-page charge
sheet in a Mumbai court

against 14 out of 20 people, who
were arrested in the case last
October following a raid on a cruise
ship and alleged seizure of drugs.

Six of them, including Bollywood
actor Shah Rukh Khan's son Aryan
Khan, were not named due to lack
of evidence, the central agency
said.

Arbaaz Merchant (26), a co-
accused in the case and a friend of
Aryan Khan, said after consuming

alcohol, sometimes his head gets
really heavy and smoking hash
calms him, that's why he had con-
cealed hash in his shoes (on the
cruise ship), the charge-sheet stat-
ed.

Another accused Aachit Kumar
(22) attributed his drug consump-
tion to academic pressure, accord-
ing to the charge-sheet.

"Kumar admitted that to over-
come the pressure of his studies, he
was consuming imported marijua-
na buds," it said.

He further stated that his studies
have, however, been affected badly
due to marijuana consumption.

Kumar also said he is aware of
the fact that imported marijuana
bud is a narcotic drug and its sale,
consumption and purchase are ille-
gal, it added.Another accused, fash-
ion model Munmun Dhamecha
(29), in her statement to the NCB
said she "smokes charas" to over-
come depression due to family
issues.

Shreyas Nair (23), another
accused in the case, admitted that
he started consuming drugs since
2017, when he was doing a hotel
management course. He admitted
that he used to consume weed
daily, and hash occasionally, the

NCB said.
The NCB filed the charge-sheet

against 14 people. All the accused,
except Abdul Shaikh and Nigerian
national Chinendu Igwe, are cur-
rently out on bail.

Shaikh (30) told the NCB that he
entered the business of sale and
purchase of 'Ecstasy' pills and 'MD'
for personal consumption, and to
help friends "make easy money" for
personal and financial needs, the
charge-sheet said.

Igwe (27), in his statement before
the NCB, said he got involved in the
drug business due to financial cri-
sis, the NCB added.

Took drugs to overcome depression:
Cruise case accused to NCB

Some of the persons accused in the drugs-on-cruise case have told
the Narcotics Control Bureau that they started consuming drugs to
overcome depression as well as academic and work pressure, as per a
charge-sheet filed by the NCB.
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The Indian Navy on
Saturday decommis-
sioned the INS Gomati,

a Godavari class guided-mis-
sile frigate, after 34 years of
service, an official said.

The ship, which had been
deployed in Operations
Cactus, Parakram and
Rainbow, was decommis-
sioned at sunset at the Naval
Dockyard here, he said.

Gomati was designed by
the Indian Navy and built in
an Indian shipyard, and
these were initial steps
towards an Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India),
said Vice Admiral, Flag
Officer-in-Command,
Western Naval Command
Ajendra Bahadur Singh.

The lessons learnt during
the construction of this class
of ships helped the Navy
develop modern ships today,

he added. Gomati's legacy
will be kept alive in an open
air museum being set up on
the banks of the Gomti river
(from which the frigate
derives her name) in
Lucknow where several of
her combat systems will be
displayed as military and war
relics, Singh said.

This will motivate the
youth in the northern region
to join the Navy, he added.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and Indian Navy have
also signed a Memorandum
of Understanding for this
purpose, Singh added.

The INS Gomati will be
commissioned in a new
avatar in the Indian Navy, he
said.The present INS Gomati
was commissioned on April
16, 1988, by then defence
minister K C Pant at the
Mazgaon Dock.

INS Gomati decommissioned
after 34 years of service



'Bridgerton' star
Ruby Barker
hospitalised

Abigail,Andy,Donald
to star in 'Miranda's
Victim'
Los Angeles |
Agencies

Abigail
Breslin,
Luke Wilson,

Andy Garcia and
Donald Sutherland
are on-board for the
courtroom drama
'Miranda's Victim'
helmed by Michelle
Danner, with produc-
tion underway in New
Jersey, reports
'Deadline'.

'Deadline' states that
the film, written by J.
Craig Stiles and George
Kolber, tells the true story
of Trish Weir, who in 1963
was kidnapped and brutal-
ly raped by Ernesto
Miranda. Committed to put-
ting her assailant in prison,
Trish's life is destroyed by
America's legal system as she
triggers a law that transforms
the nation.

Wilson is set to play
Lawrence Turoff, the country
prosecutor that convinces Trish
to testify and helps her bring her
aggressor to justice, with Garcia
as public defender Alvin Moore,

who takes on Miranda's case, and Sutherland as
Judge Wren, who convicts Miranda for the rape of Weir. Danner and Kolber are producing alongside
Valerie Debler, Brian Drillinger and Alexandra Guarnieri.

'Miranda's Victim' is Danner's seventh directorial project.

Seoul | Agencies

Song Kang-ho, an iconic actor in South
Korea, rose to global fame by winning
best actor at this year's Cannes Film

Festival on Saturday evening (French time).
The actor won the honour for his role in the

Korean flick 'Broker' during his seventh visit to
the film festival, Yonhap News Agency
reports. Song became the first Korean actor
ever to win an award at Cannes, after Jeon
Do-yeon received best actress for her
role in director Lee Chang-dong's film
'Secret Sunshine' in 2007.

He also is the third Asian winner of
the Cannes best actor prize after Hong
Kong's Leung Chiu Wai and Japan's
Yuya Yagira won respectively for 'In The
Mood for Love' in 2000 and 'Nobody
Knows' in 2004. Song had been men-
tioned as one of the strongest candi-
dates for the best actor award well
before the start of the 75th Cannes Film
Festival this year.

He previously visited the festival six
times for films, including Bong Joon-
ho's 'The Host', Lee Chang-
dong's 'Secret Sunshine', Kim
Jee-woon's 'The Good, The Bad, The
Weird', Park Chan-wook's 'Thirst'
and Bong's 'Parasite'.

'Broker' was written and direct-
ed by the Cannes-winning
Japanese filmmaker Hirokazu
Kore-eda as his first Korean-lan-
guage project.

Los Angeles |

Agencies

Pop sensation Camila Cabello was on the

receiving end of a chorus of boos from

Liverpool supporters as she took to the open-

ing ceremony stage ahead of the UEFA Champions

League final.

The 25-year old performed a medley of four of

her hits including 'Senorita' and 'Don't Go Yet' as

The Reds prepared to take on Real Madrid in Paris

on Saturday night, reports mirror.co.uk.

The fans, who were incensed with ticketing issues

that left thousands queuing outside the stadium

resulting in kick off being delayed on three occa-

sions, jeered the singer's performance in a bid to let

UEFA know their thoughts on the governing body's

organisational shortcomings.

Outside of the Stade de France fans of the Anfield

club were reportedly sprayed with tear gas by

French security officials as tensions mounted.

Inside the ground, meanwhile, proceedings even-

tually got underway with empty seats in the stands

despite numerous supporters stranded outside.

Football presenter Gary Lineker appeared to be

caught up in the problems himself, taking to Twitter

to say: "Finding it impossible to get in the ground.

This appears to be very dangerous. Absolute car-

nage." He soon added that "I'm not sure it's possible

to have a more poorly organised event if you tried.

Absolutely shambolic and dangerous", before tag-

ging UEFA's account.

Liverpool FC released a statement midway

through the second half of the game, which they

ultimately went

n to lose by a single goal. It read: "We are

hugely disappointed at the stadium entry issues

and breakdown of the security perimeter that

Liverpool fans faced this evening at Stade de

France."This is the greatest match in European

football and supporters should not have to experi-

ence the scenes we have witnessed tonight.

"We have officially requested a formal investiga-

tion into the causes of

these unacceptable

issues."
UEFA, mean-

while,
responded

with a state-

ment of its

own blam-

ing the
problems

on the
pur-
chasing
of
coun-
terfeit
tick-
ets.

Los Angeles | Agencies

British actress Ruby Barker, who is known for her work in the his-
torical-romance streaming series 'Bridgerton', was recently hos-
pitalised following her struggle with mental health issues. The
actress shared the news with her followers through a video
which she posted on her social media, reports 'Entertainment

Weekly'. Barker, who plays Lady Maria Crane (nee Thompson) on the
Netflix hit show, told her followers that she was being discharged from the
hospital after being "really unwell for a really long time" and urged view-
ers to be gentle with themselves if they're also struggling.

"Stop being so hard on yourself," actress said. "Sometimes you've just
got to take a break and you've got to say, 'I just can't do this right now. I
need support.'"

As per 'Entertainment Weekly', Barker said that she doesn't want her
diagnosis to be a self-fulfilling prophecy. "I want to survive, and I will
survive," she said. "I'm going to. And so are you."

Although she declined to name her specific diagnosis in the video,
she promised to engage in a longer conversation about her mental
health in the future.

She also thanked her friends and mentors, along with Netflix and
Bridgerton executive producer Shonda Rhimes.

"You are all holding me up and holding me together," she said.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Gal Gadot 

CAMILA CABELLO BOOED BY FANS AMID
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL TICKETING FIASCO

VAL KILMER NOT PART OF
UPCOMING 'WILLOW' SERIESLos Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood actor Val Kilmer, who played the role of Madmartigan in the 1988 dark fantasy film 'Willow', will not be
seen in the upcoming series adaptation of the title, reports 'Entertainment Weekly'.The continuation of the beloved 1988 fantasy film by the same name will find Warwick Davis and Joanne Whalley repris-

ing their roles as the sorcerer Willow Ufgood and the warrior queen Sorsha, respectively. However, a per 'Entertainment
Weekly', Kilmer, who has struggled with his speech following a two-year battle with throat cancer, will not star in the show.

Willow is executive produced by Jon M. Chu alongside showrunners Kasdan and Wendy Mericle. Ron Howard, the film's

director, and Bob Dolman, the film's writer, are also executive producers, as is Lucasfilm's Kathleen Kennedy.

Cannes | Agencies

Hours after Delhi's Shaunak Sen became the second Indian in
two years to win the Golden Eye for the best documentary
film, the much-awaited top awards of the 75th Cannes

Film Festival were announced on Saturday night.
Swedish filmmaker Ruben Ostlund won his second Palme

d'Or for 'Triangle of Sadness', a biting satire of the shallow
worlds of fashion and wealth, bringing the 2022 Cannes Film
Festival to a close, reports 'Variety'. 

Ostlund's follow-up to his 2017 Palme-winning 'The
Square', according to 'Variety', takes a boat full of shallow peo-
ple -- models, millionaires and their various trophy partners --
and abandons them in deep water, forcing the survivors to
reconstruct a desert-island society where money holds no power.
In such a system, for better or worse, beauty becomes the most
valuable asset. The jury spread the wealth with its awards, present-
ing three more prizes than is typically expected of them -- two ties and
a special 75th anniversary award.

Ruben

Ostlund gets his

second Palme 
d'Or

After seven Cannes
appearances, 'Broker'
Song Kang-ho gets
his due



Jakarta | Agencies

India fought back brilliantly from a
two-goal deficit to take a 3-2 lead
before a goal five minutes before the

end of the match, helped Malaysia hold
the defending champions 3-3 in a
Super 4s pool game in the Asia Cup
hockey tournament here on Sunday.

The Indians, played poorly in the first
half, were totally defensive and could
not produce a single shot a the
Malaysia goal. Malaysia capitalised on
the passive play by the Indians and
scored once in the first two quarters
through penalty corner expert Razie
Rahim to take 2-0 lead.

The young Indian team came back
strongly in the second half, launched
some superb attacks, controlled the
midfield and defended well to score
thrice through Visnhukant Singh (31st
min), SV Sunil (52nd) and Nilam
Sanjeep Xess (54th) minute to take 3-2
lead. Razie Rahim completed a well-
deserved hat-trick when he converted
another penalty corner to make it 3-3
five minutes before the end of the

match.The draw put India on par with
Korea at the top of the standings with
four points each from a win and a draw.
Malaysia are third with two points from
two draws while Japan are at the bot-
tom of the Super 4s table after two loss-
es. The defenders conceded three easy
penalty corners and Malaysian drag-
flicker Rahim Razie capitalised on two
of them to put his team ahead.

The Malaysians scored once each in
the two quarters -- Rahim scoring the
goals in identical fashion, flicking low to

the right of goalkeeper Suraj Karkera.
The Indian coach Sardar Singh

changed his goalkeeper, bringing in
Pankaj Rajak. The tongue lashing by the
coach in the half-time break seems to
work wonders as the Indians came
back superbly and pulled one goal back
within seconds of the restart.

Though India played the last two
minutes with 10-men as Mandeep
Singh was out with a green card, they
managed to hold on to the position and
gain one point from the match.

Monaco | Agencies

India's Jehan Daruvala
took his fourth podium
from five rounds of the

F2 Championship this sea-
son with a second-place fin-
ish this weekend at the
iconic Monaco street track.

The 23-year-old chalked
up the landmark result, his
11th Formula 2 podium, in
Saturday's Sprint race.

The Prema Racing driver
had lined up third on the
grid. He got a good getaway
but had to take avoiding
action to dodge a stalled
pole-sitter Jake Hughes
which allowed teammate
Hauger into the lead.

Daruvala slotted into sec-
ond and gave chase but was
unable to find a way past on
the twisting streets of the
Principality, notorious for
being difficult to overtake
on, with the top six, except
Hughes, finishing in the

order in which they started.
Still, Daruvala took home

his first Monaco podium,
the Red Bull-backed racer
going up to the hallowed
Royal Box, graced by many

of motorsport's greatest
over the long history of the
Monaco race, to receive his
trophy.

Daruvala followed up his
Sprint podium with a

points-scoring finish in
Sunday's Feature race.

He started 8th but was
squeezed into the wall at
the start.
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Ahmedabad | Agencies

Before the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2022 final
match was played between
Gujarat Titans and Rajasthan
Royals, Bollywood star

Ranveer Singh and music maestro A R
Rehman enthralled around 1,10,000
spectators with their performances dur-
ing the closing ceremony of cash-rich
league at the Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad on Sunday.

The closing ceremony started with
Ranveer Singh's performance with

cricket legend and former Indian cap-
tain Kapil Dev's biopic '83's song.

He danced on the floor for
almost 20 to 25 minutes, on songs
mostly from his movies like 'Band Baaja
Baraat', 'Ram Leela', 'Gunday', 'Dil
Dhadakne Do', 'Padmavat', 'Bajirao
Mastani' besides latest movies like
'RRR', and 'KGF Chapter-2'.Indian cho-
reographer Shiamak Davar dance
group gave local touch with Garba and
Ghummar dance of Rajasthan. Ranveer
Singh passed baton of entertainment to
A R Rehman, who with team of play-
back singers Mohit, Benny Dayal, Niti
Mohan, A R Ameen and others engaged
crowd with songs like 'Mukabala',
'Lagaan', 'Rockstar', 'Yuva', 'Rang De
Basanti'.

Rehman's 'Vande Mataram' song
thrilled everyone in the stadium, even
cricketers sang with Rehman and his
team. The finale event started with Ravi
Shastri opening remarks of 'Kem Chho'
(How are you?) and Namaste India.

"I am going to set the stadium on fire,
such a huge crowd in one of the biggest
stadiums, Gujarat Titan will be hot
favourite of Gujarati, but If Rajasthan
wins, it will be a tribute to Shane
Warne," Ranveer Singh said before the
event.Before the closing ceremony
commenced, 'little master' Sunil
Gavaskar said, "Gujarat Me Gujarat
Titans ko support Nahi Karenge to
kisko karange". (In Gujarat if we will not
cheer for Gujarat Titan, then for whom
we will cheer or support).

ASIA CUP
HOCKEY

F2 CHAMPIONSHIP

India's Jehan Daruvala finishes
on podium in Monaco

Ranveer Singh, Rehman enthrall
spectators at IPL closing ceremony

FRENCH OPEN

Coco Gauff sails into quarters
with win over Elise Mertens

Paris | Agencies

American teenager Coco Gauff
reached the quarterfinals of
the French Open after beat-

ing Belgium's Elise Mertens 6-4, 6-
0, here on Sunday. The 18-year-old
American won 51 of the 75 total
points of more than five shots in
the match. On the other hand,
Mertens, who missed much of the
clay-court season before the

French Open with an injury, hit 25
unforced errors and only 15 win-
ners. The youngest of three
teenagers to reach the last 16, Gauff
joined Leylah Fernandez in the
quarterfinals. Zheng Qinwen, 19, is
the next player up for World No 1
Iga Swiatek, and they'll play their
fourth-round match on Monday.
Gauff will next face either compa-
triot Sloane Stephens or No 23 seed
Jil Teichmann of Switzerland.

India fight back in thrilling
3-3 draw against Malaysia

REAL MADRID BEAT LIVERPOOL TO
WIN 14TH CHAMPIONS LEAGUE TITLE

Paris | Agencies

Vinicius Junior scored a winner in the
second half to fire Real Madrid to a
record-extending 14th UEFA

Champions League title as the Spanish
giants beat Liverpool 1-0 in a delayed final
at Stade de France early on Sunday (IST).

The Brazilian winger capitalised on
Federico Valverde's cross in the 59th
minute to tap the ball into an empty net,
securing the fifth Champions League tro-
phy for Los Blancos in nine years.

Madrid last won the prestigious conti-
nental competition in 2018, when they also
beat the Reds in the final.

This time, Jurgen Klopp's side created
more chances, nine strikes on target from
23 attempts while Madrid only had one
from nine. But Belgian goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois, who was named the Player of the
Match, made several stunning saves to
deny Liverpool's attack.

Madrid's Carlo Ancelotti became the first
coach to win the Champions League for
four times, while the Italian is also the only
one to have taken a team to five finals.

Despite having not scored in the final,
Madrid's lethal forward Karim Benzema
finished the season as the top scorer of the
tournament with 15 goals, including 10 in
the knockout stage. In the final, the French
striker did have the ball in the net before

halftime only for VAR to deny it for offside.
The final, which was initially scheduled

at 9:00 pm local time, was delayed for 36
minutes due to "security issue". French
police said in a statement that a group of
supporters without tickets had attempted
to "penetrate the stadium", causing chaos
outside the Stade de France.

UEFA blamed "fake tickets which did not
work in the turnstiles" for the events that
saw supporters held up outside the 
stadium.

DJOKOVIC BEATS
SCHWARTZMAN 

PPaarriiss:: World No.1 Novak Djokovic
moved one step closer to defend
his French Open title, beating
Argentine No.15 seed Diego
Schwartzman to reach the 13th
consecutive quarterfinal at Roland
Garros here on Sunday.
The top seed came up with a high-
quality fourth-round performance
as he saved seven break points
while converting six of his own in
a 6-1, 6-3, 6-3 victory to set a quar-
terfinal showdown with 13-time
champion Rafael Nadal or Felix
Auger-Aliassime in the French
capital. 
After the Serbian had stormed to
the second set, the World No. 1
made his move by breaking in the
sixth game of the third, showing
some delightful touches at the net
on his way to a two-hour, 15-
minute win.

FERNANDEZ BEATS
ANISIMOVA
PPaarriiss:: Canada's
Leylah Fernandez
defeated Amanda
Anisimova of US 6-3,
4-6, 6-3 in the
fourth-round clash
to reach the quar-
terfinal of the French Open, here on
Sunday.The US Open finalist
Fernandez will next meet Martina
Trevisan, who squeaked past
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 7-6(10), 7-5 in 1
hour and 59 minutes to extend her
winning streak to nine
matches.Having previously made the
last eight as a qualifier in 2020,
Trevisan became the third Italian in
the Open Era to reach two or more
Roland Garros quarterfinals following
Francesca Schiavone and Sara Errani.
Fernandez, the 2019 junior champion,
enjoyed a lightning start, dictating
play with whipped backhand winners
and judicious net play to leap out to a
4-0 lead. But double faults began to
creep into the 19-year-old's game as
Anisimova settled.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Paralympian Prachi Yadav made
history for India by becoming the
first canoeist from the country to

win a World Cup medal when she
bagged a bronze in the VL2 Women's
200m in the Paracanoe World Cup held
in Poznan, Poland.

Prachi, the para-canoeist from
Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh who is the
first Indian to qualify for and reach the
final in the Paralympic Games in Tokyo
last year, finished third in the VL2
Women's 200m in 1:04.71 to finish
behind Tokyo 2020 silver medallist

Susan Seipel of Australia and Brianna
Hennessy of Canada, who bagged gold

and silver respectively.
Seipel won the VL2 women's 200m in

1:01.54 while Henessy finished in
1:01.58 in the final held on Saturday.

The Paracanoe World Cup in Poznan,
which started on May 26 and will end
on Sunday, turned out to be a great out-
ing for India.

It was marked by the best perform-
ance by Manish Kaurav in KL3 Men
200m and Manjeet Singh in VL2 Men
200m by reaching the finals for the first
time in the history of the sport in India.

There was also a great effort by
Jaideep in VL3 Men's 200m category as
he reached the semifinal.

Para-canoeist Prachi Yadav bags historic bronze for India in World Cup in Poznan

MOEEN ALI WANTS TO COME OUT
OF TEST RETIREMENT; 
APPROACHES MCCULLUM: REPORT

London: England
cricketer Moeen Ali
has reportedly told
the new head coach
of the read-ball team,
New Zealand's
Brendon McCullum,
that he is planning to
come out of Test
retirement and join
the Ben Stokes-led
side.

Moeen had retired
from Test cricket in
September last year,
and at that time the 34-
year-old had said he had done so to prolong his
white-ball career.

The all-rounder played for Indian Premier
League side Chennai Super Kings in their failed sea-
son this year, and showed flashes of brilliance with
bat and ball.

A report in dailymail.co.uk added that Moeen's
close friend and fellow spinner Adil Rashid "could
be tempted too" to come out of retirement.

While the return to Test cricket is easier said than
done, the 40-year-old McCullum, who has been
tasked with rebuilding the England Test side, has
reportedly kept the duo, along with Jos Buttler and
Liam Livingstone, in his mind "to lend strength in
depth in the England Test squad", the report said.

Moeen has aggregated 195 wickets and scored
2,914 runs in 64 Tests, and had quit Test cricket last
year reportedly citing lack of motivation.

ANOTHER MIXED DAY FOR INDIA AT
WORLD ROWING CUP 1 IN BELGRADE

Belgrade (Serbia) |
Agencies

It was a mixed day for
Indian rowers at the
World Cup 1 here as

India A team finished
fifth in the semifinals of
the Men's Coxless Fours
section while in Men's
Lightweight Double
Sculls, the India A team
moved to Final B.

Overall, three teams moved to
Final B (Men's Coxless Fours,
Lightweight Men's Double Sculls
and Men's Quadruple Sculls)
while the other three finished
their races with placings and
bowed out of the Championships.

In the Men's Coxless Fours
semifinal, the India A team of
Jaswinder Singh, Bheem Singh,
Punit Kumar and Ashish finished
fifth in semifinal 1 clocking 6:13.06
on the second day of competi-
tions, on Saturday. The team now
moved to Final B.

In Men's Lightweight Double
Sculls, the Indian team of
Olympians Arjun Lal Jat and
Arvind Singh finished fifth in
07:04.44. Starting in Lane 2, they

completed 500m in 1:40.06,
1000m in 3:24.32 and 1500m in
5:15.52 as they moved from sixth
to finish fifth. 

Indian single sculler Dushyant
finished fifth in Final D with a
time of 7:17.47 ahead of the
Chinese sculler and bowed out of
the race.

In the Men's Coxless Four, the
India B team of Jasveer Singh,
Iqbal Singh, Iqbal Singh,
Charanjeet Singh finished Final C
with a time of 6:12.36.

In the Repechage race of the
Men's Quadruple Sculls, the
Indian scullers -- Ashish Phuga,
Sukhjinder Singh, Jakar Khan and
Sukhmeet Singh -- finished their
race with a time of 6:17.95 and
moved to Final B.



SIDHARTH SHUKLA AND SHEHNAAZ

GILL ARE TRENDING ON TWITTER
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Sidharth Shukla's followers rushed to social
media to celebrate the first anniversary of
'Broken But Beautiful 3' on Sunday. Not only

that, but many others remembered how soon he
went for the heavenly dwelling.BBB3 was
launched a year ago and is now celebrating its
first anniversary despite the absence of its star.

Sidharth portrayed Agastya in
the series, while Sonia por-

trayed Rumi. The drama was cen-
tred on the protagonists' dysfunc-
tional relationship. 

For those who are unaware,
Sidharth Shukla died at the age of

40 after having a heart attack. Here's
how Twitter became flooded with memo-

ry tweets and posts, making the hashtag
#SidharthShukla one of the top trends.Not only Sidharth

but also his good pal Shehnaaz Gill, is trending. The Punjabi
singer-actress was on hand to celebrate the opening of a new and

contemporary OT at Brahmakumaris BSES MG hospital.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

On the occasion of the 139th birth
anniversary of Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, the first look of the

upcoming biopic titled 'Swatantra Veer
Savarkar' was unveiled on Saturday.

Randeep Hooda plays the title role in
the film, directed by Mahesh

Manjrekar.Talking about the film,
producer Sandeep Singh said: "At a

time when films of Harshad
Mehta, Vijay Mallya, and Lalit

Modi are trending, I am more
interested in telling the story
of Veer Savarkar's life. He
was the first dynamic hero
of India and the only man
who could have saved the
Partition in 1947."

"Through this film, I,
not only as a filmmaker
but most importantly

as an Indian, want to tell the world the
facts about Savarkar's struggle. He is the
most misunderstood hero and it is high
time that we understand him, and more-
over celebrate this rebel,"he said.

"People may have different versions in
their mind for Savarkar but as a filmmaker,
I'm trying to match the same thought
which Savarkar had. So, the character of
Savarkar in the film will not be any differ-
ent from what Savarkar was in real life. He
was the iconic freedom fighter and we'll
ensure that he's never forgotten ever by
any Indian" add Director Mahesh
Manjrekar.Hooda say: "This is a salute to
one of the tallest unsung heroes of India's
struggle for freedom and self-actualisa-
tion. I hope I can live up to the challenge
of filling such big shoes of a truly revolu-
tionary and tell his real story which had
been brushed under the carpet for so
long."The film is going on floors in 
August 2022.
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INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Vaani kapoor 

CHOOSES
INDIAN WEAR
AT CLOSING
CEREMONY
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Deepika Padukone
signed off from the
Cannes Film
Festival wearing an
Indian outfit. For

her final appearance at Cannes
2022, the star wore a fusion
saree.

She had visited the festival as
a member of the famous festi-
val's eight-person jury, which
was in charge of awarding the
top awards. 'Triangle of Sadness'
movie by Ruben Östlund
received the highest honour on
May 28, the festival's last day.

Deepika Padukone appeared
in an off-white saree for a news
briefing with other jury mem-
bers Rebecca Hall and Jeff
Nichols, among others, before
the winner was announced. As
she was welcomed to the event's
stage, she folded her hands in
'namaste.'

The trail and dramatic pleat-
ed ruffles on the Abu Jani-
Sandeep Khosla creation. The
matching blouse was composed
of pearls and gems. Deepika
accessorised with a statement
pearl necklace from the same
designer and Birdhichand
Ghanshyamdas earrings. She
wore little makeup and wore her
hair in a tidy bun.

Deepika earned several acco-
lades for her outfit from fans
and industry colleagues after
she published photos of it on
Instagram, labelling them with a
single white heart emoji. In the
comments section, actress Neha
Dhupia wrote "beautiful."

DEEPIKA RANDEEP HOODA TO PLAY VEER SAVARKAR IN A BIOPIC

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Looks like Anees Bazmee directorial Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2 remains the first choice of moviego-
ers, as the film enters the 100 crore club on the

9th day after it's release. The film, which stars Kartik
Aaryan, Kiara Advani, Tabu and Rajpal Yadav among
many others, had a bumper opening on its first day
of release as it collected Rs 14.11 crore. It was the
biggest from any Hindi film this year, beating other
projects like 'Gangubai Kathiawadi', 'Jayeshbhai
Jordaar', among others.The film collected a whoop-
ing amount of Rs. 92.05 crore in the first week. It con-

tinued to grow strong on the 8th and
9th days by collecting Rs 6.52 crore and
Rs 11.35 crore.Thus, it managed to
pave a way for becoming the fifth
Hindi film to enter 100 crore club by
minting a total amount of 109.92 crore
till date.By crossing the 100 crore
mark on Saturday, Bhool Bhulaiyaa
2 became Kartik Aaryan's second
film to hit a century. His last
film which entered the cov-
eted club was Sonu Ke
Titu Ki Sweety in 2018. 

Kartik -Kiara starrer horror-comedy
crosses Rs 100 crore mark

ARJUN
KAPOOR
POKES FUN
AT ALIA
BHATT 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Alia Bhatt treated her
fans and followers with some
stunning sun-kissed pictures

on Sunday, May 29. Lying on the grass, and
stretching it out, the actress is seen soaking up the sunshine to the fullest.

Sharing the pictures, Alia Bhatt wrote, "just give me my sunshine and I'll be on my way ??".
As soon as she shared the pictures, her close pal Arjun Kapoor dropped a hilarious comment that is

sure to crack you up. Arjun commented, "Sunshine is in mumbai shooting with Luv ranjan but ??!!!"
To which Alia Bhatt reacted, "@arjunkapoor stop rubbing it in ??".
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Navya Nanda
promotes menstrual

hygiene by painting walls
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Megastar Amitabh Bachchan's granddaughter Navya Naveli Nanda celebrated
World Menstrual Hygiene Day by painting a wall at Ghatkopar East here on
Saturday.Sharing a video on her Instagram handle of her painting the wall,

Navya Naveli wrote: "Just us out here painting a wall mural on periods to celebrate
World Menstrual Hygiene Day. This is our attempt to celebrate menstruation and
make public places more period friendly."Sharing the picture, she captioned it:
"Happy World Menstrual Hygiene Day!" After her post, her mother, Shweta
Bachchan, gushingly wrote: "Navyaaaaaa. Love you and proud of you baby."

ANUD SINGH DHAKA RECALLS

WORKING WITH IRRFAN KHAN

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Anud Singh Dhaka is recently on cloud nine,
as his first film as lead, Janhit Mein Jaari
alongside Nushrratt Bharuchha is all set to

release on 10 June 2022. Hailing from Bhopal,
Anud has been a part of projects like Chhichhore,
Super 30, Taj Mahal 1989, Love J Action, and many
more.  In a recent interview, the actor spoke about
his excitement, his take on importance of sex edu-
cation, fond memories with Irrfan Khan, and
much more.

Sharing about how does it feel as the film is all
set to hit the theatres in a few weeks, Anud said,
"As of now I am totally oblivious and distracting
myself from this fact so that I do not feel the jitters.
I don't wish to feel these emotions now as every-
thing is imaginary. I want to stay away from the
worries as things are erratic, and obviously a day
prior the feeling will be different."

Before venturing into acting, the actor worked
as an Assistant Director in Qarib Qarib Single,
which starred late actor Irrfan Khan. Recalling
fond memories with him, Anud quipped, "Irrfan
Sir loved me a lot, and I miss him even today.
Initially, I shied away from being or calling myself
an actor. But it was he who encouraged me to
become an actor. After which, I never looked back
and started giving auditions and took up work that
came my way. So, even if you don't wish to, you get
to learn a lot from him."
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