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IMD ISSUES ORANGE ALERT FOR NW INDIA OVER HEAT WAVE

HOT AND SWEATY
Heat wave conditions will prevail in isolated pockets over west Rajasthan during April 28-30
with severe heatwave conditions on May 1-2; heat wave conditions in some/isolated parts
over Vidarbha, west Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana-Chandigarh, Delhi &
east Rajasthan during next five days; east Uttar Pradesh May 1, Bihar, Jharkhand, interior
Odisha, Chhattisgarh & Gangetic West Bengal April 30 and Telangana till May 1.
 ELDERLY, CHILDREN AND SICK
PEOPLE CAN BECOME VICTIMS
OF HEAT DUE TO HEAT WAVE.
AVOID DEHYDRATION OR LACK OF
WATER. DRINK A GOOD AMOUNT
OF WATER. ORS SOLUTION, LASSI,
LEMONADE, BUTTERMILK, ETC.
CAN BE DRUNK.

Western Disturbance likely to affect
northwest India from May 2,
light/moderate isolated/scattered
rainfall accompanied with thunderstorm/lightning is likely over the
Western Himalayan Region during
May 2-4.
"Because of this, isolated light
rainfall is likely over plains of northwest India during May 3 and 4."
For now, heatwave conditions will
prevail over large parts of India.
The IMD has predicted heatwave
conditions over northwest and central India during next four days and
over east India during next two days
and it will abate thereafter.

 FARMERS ARE ADVISED TO IRRIGATE THE FIELDS REGULARLY IN
THE MORNING AND EVENING TO
PROTECT THE CROPS FROM HEAT
STRESS.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued an orange alert for
Delhi-NCR and the plains
of northwest India over
continued heatwave conditions until
May 1.
"There has been no significant
rainfall since February 25. In
between, on April 14 and April 21,
there were dust storms in Rajasthan
and Haryana but there was no significant rain. Hence the long dry spell
has resulted in high temperatures,"
senior IMD scientist R.K. Jenamani

told mediapersons.
A Western Disturbance on May 2
will bring in some relief for northwest and central India, he said.
Asked if this month's maximum
temperatures for the entire country
were creating any record, Jenamani
said: "April 2010 was the hottest till
date for all India.
"This year, even when northwest
India and large parts of central India
are witnessing extreme heat, the
northeast region, Kerala, large parts
of Tamil Nadu are experiencing
heavy rainfall. So, we have to wait till
April 30 to see how it averages out."
In an advisory, the IMD said that
under the influence of another fresh
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 NECESSARY STEPS SHOULD BE
TAKEN TO PROTECT ANIMALS
AND WILD ANIMALS FROM HEAT
WAVE, SAYS ADVICE FROM THE
MET DEPARTMENT.
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MERCURY CROSSES 45 DEGREE CELSIUS
IN 7 RAJASTHAN DISTRICTS
Jaipur: As Rajasthan reeled under severe heat wave, the temperature
soared above 45 degree-mark in seven districts of the state in the past
24 hours. While Banswara recorded the highest temperature of 45.5
degrees on Wednesday, Vanasthali clocked 45.4 degrees, Dholpur -45.4, Barmer -- 45.1, Jodhpur's Phalodi -- 45.2, Bikaner -- 45.2 and
Karauli was at 45 degrees Celsius.
The maximum temperature in eight districts was above 44 degrees
with Pilani registering 44.4 degrees, Churu -- 44, Sriganganagar -- 44.7,
Nagaur -- 44.5, Bundi -- 44.5, Baran's Anta -- 44.2, Dungarpur -- 44.4 and
Jalore -- 44.4 degrees.
At 10 districts, temperatures were above 43 degrees. These include
Chhittorgarh which recorded 43.2 degrees, Hanumangarh -- 43.6, Sirohi
-- 43.3, Sawai Madhopur and Alwar had 43.5 each.
The highest minimum (nightly) temperature in the state was recorded
in Jodhpur at 30.9 degrees and in Barmer at 30.8 degrees.

Musk takes a u-turn, says Twitter
must remain 'politically neutral'
For Twitter to
deserve public trust, it
must be politically neutral, which effectively
means upsetting the far
right and the far left
equally. Suspending the
Twitter account of a
major news organisation
for publishing a truthful
story was obviously incredibly
inappropriate.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

n a bid to silence people
who have slammed his
'free speech' idea amid
fears of growing polarisation
and hatred on the microblogging platform, Tesla
CEO Elon Musk said on
Thursday that Twitter must
remain politically neutral if it
wants to keep enjoying public trust.
Musk, who just promoted
former US President Donald
Trump's new social media
platform 'Truth Social' from
his Twitter handle, has suddenly changed his tone amid
growing criticism against
him.Not only promoting
Trump, Musk also slammed
Indian-origin Twitter legal
head Vijaya Gadde over censoring exclusive stories related to US President Joe
Biden's son Hunter's laptop
in the wake of the Capitol
Hill violence.
Musk said in a reply to
podcast host Saagar Enjeti
who shared a Politico report,

stating that Gadde reportedly had a tearful virtual
meeting with her teams,
expressing concerns over
the future of the platform,
after Musk took over
Twitter in a $44 billion
deal.
Musk had long been
advocating free speech on
the platform, creating
apprehensions for many
as they fear the site will be
left without regulations.
"The extreme antibody
reaction from those who
fear free speech says it
all," Musk wrote on
Twitter.
"By 'free speech', I simply mean that which
matches the law. I am
against censorship that
goes far beyond the law. If
people want less free
speech, they will ask the
government to pass laws
to that effect. Therefore,
going beyond the law is
contrary to the will of the
people," he had
explained.

TWITTER LOGS $1.2
BN IN REVENUE,
CANCELS FUTURE
OUTLOOK
San Francisco: Twitter on
Thursday reported an
operating loss of $128 million on revenue of $1.2 billion and net income of
$513 million in the first
quarter of this year, its last
quarterly result before
Musk takes over. The company, being acquired by
Tesla CEO Elon Musk for
$44 billion, said it now has
229 million average monetisable daily active usage
(mDAU) in the March quarter, up 15.9 per cent from
the same period last year.
Twitter also cancelled the
earnings call with analysts
"in light of the pending
transaction". Overall revenue was up 16 per cent
year over year, with
Twitter citing "headwinds
associated with the war in
Ukraine".

Hindi row: Support pours in for Kiccha NEW VARIANT OF Google begins work on Hyderabad campus,
DETECTED
Sudeep from Bommai, ex-CMs, film stars CORONA
largest outside its headquarters
IN PATNA

Bengaluru|Agencies

S

upport poured in for
Kannada actor Kiccha
Sudeep over the Hindi
row and his Twitter conversation with Bollywood star
Ajay Devgn as the Kannada
film industry and top political leaders backed Sudeep.
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Thursday stated that he
agreed with Kiccha Sudeep's
statement. "Our stand

regarding mother tongue is
clear. The issue has been
addressed at the times of formation of states on the basis
of the language. Regional
languages are supreme. All
should accept it and respect
it, Kiccha Sudeep has said
the same," he explained.
Opposition leader
Siddaramaiah tagging Ajay
Devgn stated that "Hindi was
never and will never be our
national language. It is the
duty of every Indian to

TYRE OF THAI
AIRWAYS PLANE
BURSTS, 150 PEOPLE
ESCAPE UNHURT
Bengaluru: At least 150 passengers and
crew members on board a Thai Airways
flight escaped unhurt after the aircraft
suffered a tyre burst before it landed in
Bengaluru's Kempegowda International
Airport (KIAL), according to
sources.The incident took place on
Tuesday night and a technical team
from the airlines arrived on Wednesday
evening with a spare wheel.
The airport sources confirmed that
the plane will fly to Bangkok from
Bengaluru on Thursday.
The 256-seater flight TG 325, a
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft, had
taken off from Bangkok and landed in
Bengaluru at 11.32 p.m. on Tuesday in
Bengaluru. The sources explained that
the plane, despite suffering the tyre
burst, landed safely on the tarmac.
Sources explain that the plane was
supposed to take off from Bengaluru to
Bangkok on Wednesday but the trip
was cancelled following the incident.

respect the linguistic diversity of our country. Each language had its own rich history for its people to be proud
of. I am proud to be a
Kannadiga." Former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy
stated that "Hindi is just one
among the languages of the
nation like Kannada, Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam and
Marathi. India is a garden of
many languages. The
attempts to disturb the diversity should not be made. Ajay
Devgn has spoken like a
mouthpiece of BJP and its
Hindi nationalism."
Prominent personalities from
Kannada film industry also
praised Sudeep for his views
over Hindi row. Kannada
organisations on Thursday
staged a protest here against
Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn
for his comments on Hindi
being the national language
of the country.

Patna: The health department of
Bihar on Thursday detected a new
variant of Omicron in Indira
Gandhi Institute of Medical
Sciences (IGIMS).
The new variant BA.12 is 10
times more dangerous than BA.2
which was detected during the
third wave of Corona in the country.Prof Dr Namrata Kumari, the
HOD of microbiology department
of IGIMS, said: "Keeping in view
the rising Covid cases, we had
started genome sequencing of
samples of Omicron variant of
Corona. There were 13 samples
tested and one of them had BA.12
strains. The remaining 12 samples
have BA.2 strains. We have asked
the authority for contact tracing of
all the positive samples of
Omicron. The BA.12 variant is 10
time more dangerous than BA.2.
Though, there is no need to worry.
Precaution is required here to protect from it."

Under this new initiative, Google will collaborate with the government
through its various arms to extend scholarships for Google Career Certificates
to Telangana's youth, support women entrepreneurs through digital, business
and financial skills training, and strengthen the government's school modernisation efforts with digital teaching and learning tools and solutions.

Hyderabad|Agencies
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nternet giant Google on
Thursday began work here on its
largest campus outside of its
headquarters in the US.
The 3 million square feet building
is coming up at Gachibowli, the
information technology cluster. The
company also unveiled the design
of the campus coming up at the 7.3acre site it acquired in 2019.
The building prioritises sustainability and energy efficiency
throughout its design. Upon commissioning, it will offer a highly
skilled tech workforce a healthy,
collaborative workplace that is both
resilient and adaptable, designed to
serve the city for years to come,

Google said.
The campus was originally
planned as a 2 million square facility with an investment of Rs 1,000
crore. An agreement was signed

between the Telangana government
and Google in 2015 when
Telangana's Information
Technology Minister K.T. Rama
Raohad visited the company headquarters in California.
Google currently operates out of
a leased facility in Kondapur in
Hyderabad and employs about
7,000 people. The new campus,
which was earlier expected to be
ready in 2019, is likely to nearly
double the headcount.
Meanwhile, Google on Thursday
signed an MoU with the Telangana
government to support and accelerate its vision of leveraging technology for sustainable economic development and inclusive social development.

Indian-origin man develops airport FIRST IN INDIA, 'MAHARASHTRA GENE BANK'
for flying taxis, drones in UK PROJECT APPROVED BY MAHA CABINET

The world's first fully-operational airport for electric vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft and drone
technology, the 'Air-One' in
the city of Coventry is currently hosting demonstrator
flights.
The hub for flying taxis and
delivery drones is open to the
public till the middle of May,
reports the BBC.
The 18,299 sq feet facility is
a "prefabricated vertiport
designed for both rapid
assembly and disassembly".
Cargo loading for
unmanned drones will also
be demonstrated following
the opening of Air One in the
Westminster Road car park
area.
West Midlands Police said
their drones team would
also be there to showcase
equipment.

The 'vertiports' are designed to be highly flexible, catering to four different
markets: Passenger air taxis, autonomous delivery drones, disaster emergency
management and defence operations and logistics. They can be operated
completely off-grid using on-site hydrogen fuel cell, zero-emission generation.

LONDON | Agencies

A

s the buzz around flying
taxis grows, an Indianorigin entrepreneur,
Ricky Sandhu, has made his
dream come true by demonstrating the first-ever airport for
air taxis and delivery drones in
the UK.

Sandhu,
Founder and
Executive
Chairman of
the company
Urban-Air
Port, said that
he delivered
Air-One in 15
months.
"In a couple
of years, the community from
here can be flying to places like
London within 20 minutes,
saving so much time. Our job is
to pave the way," Sandhu was
quoted as saying in the report.
According to Sandhu, air
taxis will be coming very soon,
in about two years' time.
"But cargo drones are

already flying, doing lots of
deliveries not only in and
around the country, but also
around the world... They need
a coordinated piece of infrastructure and that's where we
come in," he added.
Urban-Air Port is developing
global networks of specialist
ground, air and digital infrastructure to support urban
logistics worldwide.
According to the company,
its drones have the exciting
possibility to help reduce logistics and delivery congestion on
our roads in a sustainable, ecofriendly, zero-emission way,
cutting emissions by up to 47
per cent when compared to
light commercial vehicles.

Marine biodiversity; local crop/seed varieties; indigenous cattle
breeds; freshwater biodiversity; grassland, scrubland and animal
grazing land biodiversity; conservation and management plans for
areas under forest right, and rejuvenation of forest areas are the
seven main themes identified for the Gene Bank work.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

W

ith an aim to document
native natural resources and
conserve them with the help
of the local community that will
ensure not just biodiversity conservation but also inclusion of traditional knowledge, the Maharashtra
Cabinet on Thursday approved the
'Maharashtra Gene Bank', a first-ofits-kind project in India.
While clearing the proposal for the
Maharashtra Gene Bank, the Cabinet
headed by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray considered that the recommendations of the two-volume
report of the pilot project by the
same name, if implemented properly, would help in better conservation
of the state's rich biodiversity that
will also ensure availability of natural

resources for the future generation.
The Cabinet's decision would
guarantee the permanent continuation of the project that was run as
pilot by Maharashtra government's
Rajiv Gandhi Science & Technology
Commission across 27 districts. It
would now be run by the State
Biodiversity Board to sustain and
continue the work.
The Maharashtra Gene Bank is
unique because it has tried to
authenticate traditional knowledge
by scientific institutions such as the
Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER), Pune, and the
National Institute of Oceanography
(NIO), Goa, Srivastava said, adding
that CSIR institutions, several agricultural universities in Maharashtra
and 25-odd NGOs too were part of
the pilot project.
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'PK'S WISH TO BE CONGRESS' BIHAR CHIEF AGREED Nitish sees off Tejashwi to his
car at JD-U's Iftar party
BUT HE CHANGED GOALPOSTS LAST MINUTE'
T
T
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Congress and Prashant Kishor have parted
ways after a spell of parleys but while the real
reason for their 'divorce' has not been
divulged by the party, highly-placed sources said
that the reason is the political strategist "changing
the goalpost on the last minute on the last day".
Sources said that initially, PK, as Kishor is popularly known, met Rahul Gandhi through party leaders Jairam Ramesh and K.C. Venugopal after party
General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi gave him cold
shoulder.
Rahul Gandhi, subsequently, connected to him
to party chief Sonia Gandhi who made a committee
to look after his suggestions. Initially, PK wanted to
manage elections of Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh
and in return was Bihar Congress Presidentship for
him.
Sonia Gandhi and party leaders agreed to his
condition, and also that he be part of the team to
manage 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
PK then insisted on a presentation on which
some party leaders agreed while some disagreed,
but everyone was of view that PK be onboard.
However sources say when the Congress floated the

Empowered Action Group idea, PK backed out and
demanded he be given the position of a team
leader directly reporting to the party President.

NTAGI to discuss reducing gap for
second, precaution Covid vax dose

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Centre is considering to
reduce the gap between the
Covid vaccines doses as the
antibody wanes after about 6
months, and the National
Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation is expected to meet
and discuss the issue on Friday,
sources said.
A source said that the government may reduce the second

T

Covid vaccine doses and the
preparation dose from currently
nine months to six months, and
the recommendation may be
made by the NTAGI at its meeting.
Several international studies,
including by the ICMR, have suggested that antibody level wanes
after six months generally.
Reducing the precaution doses
gap to six months can increase the
immune response in the
individual.

This, the Congress refused and amicable parting
solution was worked out.
The Congress on Tuesday officially announced
that election strategist will not be working for the
party as he declined to be part of the Empowered
Action Group for the 2024 general elections.
The declaration came a day after Sonia Gandhi
had announced the constitution of the group.
Congress General Secretary Randeep Surjewala
said in a tweet: "Following a presentation and discussion with Prashant Kishor, the Congress
President has constituted a Empowered Action
Group 2024 & invited him to join the party as part
of the group with defined responsibility. He
declined. We appreciate his efforts & suggestion
given to party."
Kishor, on his part, said that the Congress needs
"leadership" and "collective will" to fix its "deeprooted structural problems".
"I declined the generous offer of #Congress to
join the party as part of the EAG & take responsibility for the elections. "In my humble opinion, more
than me, the party needs leadership and collective
will to fix the deep-rooted structural problems
through transformational reforms," he said in a
series of tweets.

1984 RIOTS: EX-CONGRESS
LEADER SAJJAN KUMAR
GETS BAIL
New Delhi: A Special CBI court here has
granted bail to former Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar, in connection with the killing of a father
and son duo by a violent mob allegedly led by
him during the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.
However, the former lawmaker will remain
in jail as he was convicted in another riots case
in 2018 and currently undergoing life imprisonment.
In the 29-page order, Judge M.K. Nagapal
said the bail application filed by Sajjan Kumar
is allowed. He is admitted to bail in this case on
furnishing of a personal bond in the sum of Rs
1,00,000 with two sureties of the like amount to
the satisfaction of this court, read the order
dated April 27.
On December 7, the same court had
announced charges against Kumar in the case.
He was charged with rioting, murder, and
dacoity under various sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) in connection with the double murder.

Alwar demolitions: Cong MLA announces
construction of grand Ram Temple
Archana Sharma |Jaipur

A

Congress MLA has announced
plans to construct a magnificent
Ram Temple in his constituency in
Rajasthan as the state government is facing flak from the opposition, sants and
the common people for demolishing a
300-year-old temple in Alwar district.
Speaking to correspondent,
Vedprakash Solanki, the Congress MLA
from Chaksu said, "Lord Rama is
omnipresent and represents the entire
Hindu community. Hence, we have
decided to build a grand Ram Temple in
our constituency."
"In fact, we have decided to take 1100
people from our constituency to
Ayodhya where the grand Ram Temple
is being built at the Ram Janmabhoomi.
We will see the magnificence of the construction and shall seek architectural

inspiration from it to construct another
temple in our constituency," he added.
The Rajasthan government is facing
severe criticism for demolishing three

Fake call centre busted
in Delhi, 8 arrested
Delhi Police have busted a fake call centre that used to cheat people on the
pretext of providing car insurance policies at discounted rates and arrested
eight people in this connection, an official said on Thursday.

temples in Alwar district including a
300-year-old temple in the name of an
encroachment removal drive.
The 300-year-old Shiva temple was
demolished using bulldozers by the
local authorities last week, who claimed
that the drive was carried out to clear
encroachments in Sarai Mohalla of
Rajgarh in Alwar district.
About 86 shops and residential buildings were reportedly demolished to
clear the way for a road in the area,
which according to the government officials were causing hindrance.
The state government thereafter
ordered suspension of three officials
including a Sub-Divisional Magistrate.
Rajgarh SDM Keshav Kumar Meena,
Rajgarh Municipality Board chairman
Satish Duharia and Executive Officer of
the Nagar Panchayat, Banwari Lal
Meena were among those suspended.

A

nti-encroachment
drive in the national
capital's Sarita Vihar
and Jasola areas was cancelled on Thursday as the
adequate number of police
personnel were not available
due to prior engagements.
The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) was
scheduled to remove illegal
encroachments in the areas
but police have informed the
Corporation that it will not be
possible.
In a letter to the SDMC,
Delhi Police said due to the
pre-engagement or pre-occupation of the staff and personnel of the Sarita Vihar
police station in other lawand-order or investigative
duties, it is not possible to

3 DEAD IN AGRA-LUCKNOW
EXPRESSWAY ACCIDENT
Unnao: Three people
were killed and six seriously injured in an accident on
the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway on Thursday.
The accident occurred
near the Bangarmau
Kotwali area in Unnao
after the tyres of a speeding
car burst and overturned
on the road.
Two vehicles collided
with the overturned car
from behind, leading to the
death of a man, a woman
and a six-month-old baby.
All the injured victims
have been referred to the
district hospital after
receiving initial treatment
at the Bangarmau CHC.
Video footage from the
site of the accident shows
the car wrecked beyond
repair.

T

offer, the victim transferred
Rs 8,500 online, only to
receive a fake insurance certificate for his vehicle.
During probe, details of
the beneficiary bank account
were obtained and after
scrutiny, it was revealed that
the cheated amount was
transferred to an account in
which a fake address was
given.Later, based technical
surveillance and scrutiny of
several accounts, the location of the accused was
traced and a raid was conducted at Keshav Nagar from
where one person named
Mohammed Riyaz was
nabbed.

provide sufficient personnel
to assist the SDMC staff in
carrying out the antiencroachment drive in ward
number 101-S (Sarita Vihar).
"It is requested that prior
intimation of at least 10 days
may be given to fix the date
for the encroachment
removal drive in the area of

Sarita Vihar police station so
that sufficient staff may be
given to assist the SDMC
staff," it said.
The Corporation's bulldozers were all set to remove
encroachments in Sarita
Vihar's Ward Number 101 S,
Pocket C, D, E, K, L, M and N,
and Jasola village area near

 HUMAN SKELETONS FOUND IN
AJNALA TOWN OF PUNJAB
EIGHT YEARS AGO BELONGED
TO RESIDENTS OF THE
GANGETIC PLAIN REGION,
KILLED IN 1857, ACCORDING
TO A STUDY.

debate due to lack of scientific evidence.
"DNA analysis helps understanding
ancestry of people, and isotope analysis
sheds light on food habits. Both the
research methods supported that the
human skeletons found in the well were

Jasola Metro station at
around 11 a.m., but it has
been stopped now.
The drive was scheduled
after SDMC Mayor Mukesh
Suryan on Wednesday surveyed Madanpur Khadar,
Sarita Vihar and Jaitpur
areas.

68% FUEL TAXES TAKEN BY CENTRE, ALLEGES CONGRESS
A
Team Absolute|New Delhi

day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urged the states to reduce VAT on fuel
prices, the Congress on Thursday
blamed the Centre for high fuel prices and
taxes and alleged that the federalism by the
government is not cooperative but "coercive."
Taking to Twitter, party leader Rahul
Gandhi said: "High Fuel prices - blame states,
Coal shortage - blame states, Oxygen shortage
- blame states. 68% of all fuel taxes are taken
by the Centre. Yet, the PM abdicates responsibility. Modi's Federalism is not cooperative.
It's coercive."
The grand-old party has been attacking the
government for high taxes on fuel despite low
international crude prices.
It has alleged that the Prime Minister's
statement are not based on facts and in the
garb of cooperative federalism, the Prime
Minister expects the states to reduce VAT on
petrol and diesel, without first giving an
account of the Central Excise, through which
the Central government has earned Rs 27 lakh

Skeletons found in Ajnala belong to
Gangetic plain martyrs of 1857: Study

r J.S. Sehrawat, anthropologist from
Panjab University, collaborated
with the Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB) Hyderabad,
the Birbal Sahni Institute, Lucknow, and
the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) to
establish the roots of these martyrs using
DNA and isotope analyses.
The study was published on April 28 in
journal 'Frontiers in Genetics'.
Researchers have used 50 samples for
DNA analysis and 85 specimens for isotope analysis.
A large number of human skeletons
were excavated from an old well in Ajnala
town in early 2014. Some historians
believe that these skeletons belong to the
people who were killed in riots during the
Partition of India and Pakistan. The other
prevailing belief, based on various historical sources, is that these are skeletons of
the Indian soldiers killed by the British
during the 1857 revolt. However, the identity and the geographic origins of these
human remains have been under intense

Sushil Kumar Modi sat next to Prasad while
Tej Pratap Yadav was sitting next to Manjhi.
Tejashwi Yadav was between two biggest
political rivals of his father Lalu Prasad Sushil Kumar Modi and Lalan Singh.
Tejashwi Yadav was looking silent most of
the time. He was expecting a warm reception
from the JD-U side but this did not seem the
case. Nitish Kumar probably realised this and
hence, his gesture to see off Tejashwi Yadav.
However, his gesture has become a new
talking point in the state's political circles.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

D
he accused have been
identified as
Mohammad Riyaz,
Ankit Kumar, Kishan Yadav,
Manorath, Pooja, Lovely
Sharma, Neha Kashyap and
Sangeet.
Furnishing details, DCP
Usha Rangnani said a complaint regarding cyber fraud
was received via the cyber
portal of the MHA, in which
the complainant alleged that
he received a call from one
woman who claimed to be a
car insurance agent and
asked for renewal of his car
insurance.
Falling for the lucrative

he political distance between Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav seems to be
reducing, thanks to Iftar parties in Patna these
days.
On April 22, Nitish Kumar walked to former
Chief Minister Rabri Devi's residence for the
Iftar party and the entire Lalu Prasad family,
including Tejashwi Yadav and Tej Pratap
Yadav, wholeheartedly welcomed him.
On Thursday, Nitish Kumar reciprocated,
accompanying Tejashwi Yadav till his car to
see off after an iftar party organised by his JDU's minority wing at the Haj Bhawan on
Thursday, before boarding his own car to
return home.
Apart from the Chief Minister, and Tejashwi
Yadav, Tej Pratap Yadav, Sushil Kumar Modi,
Lalan Singh, Tar Kishore Prasad, Jitan Ram
Manjhi, Ajit Sharma and many other leaders
of the state attended the iftar on Thursday.
However, the seating was interesting. Nitish
Kumar was sitting on the centre, flanked by
Manjhi and Prasad on the left and right side.

Anti-encroachment drive in Delhi's
Sarita Vihar, Jasola cancelled

HYDERABAD | Agencies
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not of people living in Punjab or Pakistan.
Rather, DNA sequences matched with the
people from UP, Bihar, and West Bengal,"
said Dr K. Thangaraj, Chief Scientist,
CCMB, Director, Centre for DNA
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics,
Hyderabad, and a senior member of this
team.
The results from this research are consistent with the historical evidence that
the 26th Native Bengal Infantry Battalion
consisted of people from the eastern part
of Bengal, Odisha, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh," stated Dr Sehrawat, the first
author of this study. As per historical
records, soldiers from this battalion were
posted at Mian-Mir, (now in Pakistan) and
killed British officers in a revolt. They were
captured by the British army near Ajnala
and executed.
Dr Niraj Rai, the lead researcher of this
team and expert on ancient DNA, said
that scientific research done by this team
helps look at history from a more evidence-based way.
Prof Gyaneshwer Chaubey, Department
of Zoology, BHU, who played a crucial
role in the DNA study, stressed that the
findings of this study would add a significant chapter in the history of the unsung
heroes of India's first freedom struggle.
"Ancient DNA study is a powerful tool
not only to understand our past and also
help us in understanding historical perspective. He further said that CCMB plans
to take up a large-scale ancient DNA
study, which would unravel several historical and pre-historical facts," said Dr
Vinay Nandicoori, Director, CCMB.

crore in the last eight years.
Sixty-eight per cent of the taxes collected
on petrol and diesel go to the share of the
central government. 32 per cent come to state
governments. Expecting the state governments, which have already been starved off of
their share of GST is, I think, very unfair and
as I have said, not befitting the stature of the
Prime Minister, Rahul added.

DELHI REELS UNDER COAL
CRISIS; POWER SUPPLY TO
METRO, HOSPITALS MAY
GET HIT
New Delhi: The Delhi government has
expressed concern over the possible shortage
of coal in the power plants that supply electricity to the national capital.
Disruption in power supply from Dadri
and Unchahar thermal power plants may hit
24-hour power supply to Delhi Metro, hospitals and other important institutions in the
national capital. Therefore, the Delhi government has written to the Centre asking it to
intervene to provide adequate coal to the
thermal power plants.
According to the daily coal report of the
National Power Portal, there is acute shortage of coal at many power stations of the
National Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC).
The Delhi government has informed that
only one day's coal stock is left at the Dadri-II
power plant, Unchahar power plant has two
days' stock, three-and-a-half days' stock is
left in Kahalgaon, Farakka has five days'
stock, while Jhajjar (Aravalli) has seven to
eight days' stock left with it.
While coal crisis is threatening to impact
power supply, Delhi and many other states
are facing severe heatwave conditions. The
Met department has said the mercury can
rise to up to 46-degree Celsius in Delhi.
In the middle of such severe heat, if the
power supply is disrupted in Delhi, it will further alleviate the problems of the people.
Schools, hospitals and even the Delhi
Metro, which is a necessary mode of transportation in the national capital, are likely to
be impacted which will further aggravate the
problems of the common man.
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EYE ON POLLS, NADDA HOLDS MEETING WITH SENIOR PARTY LEADERS FROM MP

madhya pradesh
KAMAL NATH RESIGNS, GOVIND SINGH IS NEW
LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN MP ASSEMBLY

Team Absolute |Bhopal

eteran Congress leader and former
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
Kamal Nath, on Thursday resigned
from the post of leader of opposition in
the state Assembly.
Congress President Sonia Gandhi has
accepted his resignation and appointed
Govind Singh as the leader of opposition
in his place.Nath will continue as the state
unit chief of Madhya Pradesh, where
assembly polls are due in 2023. Congress
General Secretary (Organisation) KC
Venugopal wrote to Kamal Nath on

V
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 VETERAN CONGRESS LEADER AND
FORMER CHIEF MINISTER OF
MADHYA PRADESH, KAMAL NATH,
ON THURSDAY RESIGNED FROM
THE POST OF LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN THE STATE
ASSEMBLY.CONGRESS PRESIDENT
SONIA GANDHI HAS ACCEPTED HIS
RESIGNATION AND APPOINTED
GOVIND SINGH AS THE LEADER OF
OPPOSITION IN HIS PLACE.

New Delhi, Friday, April 29, 2022

Thursday, saying, "This is to inform you
that the Congress President has accepted
your resignation from the post of Leader,
Congress Legislature Party, Madhya
Pradesh, with immediate effect. The party
wholeheartedly appreciates your contribution as the CLP Leader, Madhya
Pradesh." Kamal Nath was holding the
posts of leader of opposition and state
Congress President. Now he is only the
chief of the state unit of the party.
Kamal Nath had said that he had
already made up his mind to give up one
of the two posts, but the party had asked
him to continue working on both positions. Kamal Nath has been the target of
the BJP for the last few days for the dual
posts he held with the saffron party continuously raising questions about his
responsibilities. The allegation was that all
the posts were with Kamal Nath.

JP president JP Nadda on
Thursday held a meeting with
senior leaders of the party's
Madhya Pradesh unit including Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan.
The meeting, which was held at 11
Ashoka Road, the BJP's old headquarters, was aimed at taking stock of
the BJP's preparation for the assembly polls scheduled to be held in
Madhya Pradesh next year, sources
said.
Besides Chouhan, the meeting was
attended by BJP's state president VD
Sharma, senior minister in the state
government Narottam Mishra and
the party's national general secretary
Kailash Vijavargiya.
BJP's poll in-charge for the state
Muralidhar Rao and the party's
national general secretary (organisation) BL Santhosh were also present
in the meeting. In the 2018 assembly
polls in Madhya Pradesh, the BJP had
the lost elections narrowly and the
Congress went on to form the government.But later defections in the
Congress led by Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who along with his supporters joined
the BJP, again brought the saffron
party back to power in the state.

Nadda has been holding meeting
with leaders from states which are
scheduled to go for polls next year.
Earlier this month, he had held
similar meeting with BJP leaders
from Rajasthan including former
chief minister Vasundhara Raje.a

The meeting was called after the
recent Bhopal visit of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.
"Review of Chouhan government
working and poll preparation will be
discussed in the meeting. RSS leaders from the state are likely to be

present in the meeting," the sources
said.
The key issues discussed include
next year assembly polls, strengthening organisation and better coordination between government and organisation.
"Cabinet expansion and some
appointments of heads of some corporations and boards may also be
discussed," a party insider said.
State BJP in-charge AP Murlidhar
Rao, state president VD Sharma,
national general secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya, union minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, Madhya
Pradesh home minister Narrotam
Mishra and other leaders attended
the meeting.
Since 2003, the saffron party has
been in power in the state, except for
15 months between December 2018
to March 2020 when Congress leader
Kamalnath was Chief Minister.
In March 2020, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan was again sworn-in as chief
minister after the Kamalnath-led
Congress government toppled.
Gearing up for the next year
assembly polls, the state BJP has
already launched several plans to
reach out to voters and it will intensify in coming days.

Intellectual Thinking Should Be For the
AFTER SPENDING RS 450 CRORE, BHOPAL BRTS TO BE REMOVED
THE MADHYA PRADESH
Development of Deprived Sections: Governor TOURISM
DEPARTMENT'S

Team Absolute | Bhopal

SLOGAN "MP AJAB HAI, SAB
SE GAJAB HAI" HAS BEEN
MUCH-TALKED ABOUT, BUT IT
IS 100 PER CENT RIGHT IN
THE CONTEXT OF THE BUS
RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM
(BRTS) AS RS 450 CRORE
HAVE BEEN SPENT IN MAKING
AND MAINTAINING IT, AND
NOW THE GOVERNMENT MAY
DISMANTLE IT.

G

overnor Mangubhai Patel has
said that it is essential to give
emphasis on intellectual thinking for the development of the
deprived sections. Due to problem in
any part of the body, a person becomes
unwell. Similarly, in an inclusive society, it is necessary for all its members,
communities and classes to grow and
strengthen. He said that the theme of
Ph. D. Colloquium is the path to prosperity and development of the country,
society. The significance of the intellectual thinking of Ph. D. research seminar lies in useful research for the
country and society. Therefore, the discussions of the seminar should not be
limited to Ph.D. researchers and subject-experts, they should be widely
spread in the country and society.
Patel was addressing the first-session
of Ph. D. Colloquium organised by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good
Governance and Policy Analysis in
association with Indian Council of
Social Science Research, New Delhi at
Academy of Administration.
Governor Patel said that the more
knowledge and intelligence are used in

the development of the nation and
society, the faster the development of
the country and society will be. Under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India is fast moving
towards becoming a Vishwa Guru
(world leader). With everyone's trust,
cooperation and efforts, everyone's
collaboration and participation is necessary in the development path of the
country and society.
He said that for inclusive development, researchers have to consider
how our environment, people, skills,
core capabilities are best utilized in

development. Gainful self-employment
opportunities have to be created for
the villagers for sustainable livelihood
with a prosperous environment. Efforts
are necessary to provide quality life to
the villagers with city amenities and
village spirit. Appreciating the themes
of the seminar, he said that all the subjects are the way to the development of
the state and the prosperity of the people. Providing a platform for intellectual brainstorming to subject-experts
and researchers to reflect on these is a
commendable initiative.

NGT orders Rs 10L relief for kin of 7 boys drowned in Guna mining pit
 The National Green
Tribunal has
awarded a compensation of Rs 10
lakh each to the
family members of
seven boys who
died after drowning
in an abandoned
stone mining pit in
Madhya Pradesh's
Guna district in
September 2016.
Team Absolute|Bhopal

T

he National Green
Tribunal has awarded a
compensation of Rs 10
lakh each to the family members of seven boys who died
after drowning in an abandoned stone mining pit in
Madhya Pradesh's Guna district in September 2016.
The principal bench of

NGT chairperson Adarsh
Kumar Goel, while dealing
with four applications claiming compensation for the
deaths, said: "We hold the
applicants entitled to compensation of Rs 10 lakhs in
respect of each of deaths to
be paid within three months.
The state will be at liberty to
recover 90 per cent of the
amount from the Project
Proponent. The Collector
may disburse the amount to
the heirs after proper identification, deducting the amount
already paid." said the tribunal order dated April 25.
It observed that there was
no fencing of the pits nor any
board of caution. The place of
incident was part of the mining area, the tribunal noted.
The crusher owner has to be
held accountable for compensation for the deaths in
the incident. Section 15 of the
NGT Act, 2010 clearly
empowers the Tribunal to

deal with the claim of the victim of a violation of environmental norms, it said.The
state has also to share responsibility for failure to oversee
safety precautions in conducting hazardous activities,
NGT noted.
On the submission of
respondent Yashwant
Agrawal Stone Crusher
Owner, who had submitted
that the crusher was sold on
August 8, 2007 to one Anil
Bhargava, the NGT said it was
unauthorised and prohibited
by the Rules. "On that ground,
the lease granted to Yashwant
Agrawal was canceled. Thus,
the stand of Yashwant
Agrawal that he is not liable
as he has transferred the lease
has been found to be untenable," it said. The state has
already given 1 lakh each to
the victims totaling Rs 7 lakh.
No further compensation is
liable to be paid, the district
collector informed.

Pinnacle introduces advanced
Railway Seating Systems
Team Absolute|Indore

P

innacle Industries, India's
leading manufacturer of automotive interiors, seating systems & EV components & speciality
vehicles, has announced its foray
into railway seating systems. With
their unrivalled knowledge and
expertise in the commercial automotive seating, interiors, and components industry, Pinnacle's railway
seating division specializes in the
design, engineering, and manufacturing of fully certified rail seating
which shall be meeting the
European standards when it comes
to Safety and Comfort.
Pinnacle's new range of railway
seating systems is crafted using
advanced materials, and technology, with highly functional designs.
The company is introducing
advanced technologies in railway
seating for the demand of world
class safe, aesthetic, durable, as well
as excellent comfort seats which are
based on ergonomic principles.
Combining quality, comfort and
safety, the product range boasts
innovative aesthetic design, loaded

with multiple features for new age.
Speaking on the latest addition to
the company's extensive portfolio,
Arihant Mehta, Director, Pinnacle
Industries Limited, said, "Demand
for safer, comfortable, and aesthetic
seats can be the way to go for India
Railways particularly with new age
high comparatively speed trains.
This is in line to what we look to
offer with each product that we
deliver to market. We are very excited to introduce our latest range of
railway seating systems that provide
highest level of safety, comfort and
style with modern aesthetics and
features. It is a strong validation of
our commitment to develop and
deliver products that will enable
high safety for passengers along
with a comfortable journey and
pleasing aesthetics. We are bullish
on designing, developing, and
delivering innovative, cost-effective,
safer & durable world-class products for the railway segment, and to
other markets and sectors going forward. Given the potential of the railway industry in India, and globally,
we foresee huge growth opportunities for Pinnacle Industries."
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he Madhya Pradesh Tourism
Department's slogan "MP ajab hai,
sab se gajab hai" has been muchtalked about, but it is 100 per cent right
in the context of the Bus Rapid Transit
System (BRTS) as Rs 450 crore have
been spent in making and maintaining
it, and now the government may dismantle it.
In a recent event in the state capital,
the government representatives said
that BRTS is a nuisance for people and
that the decision to implement it was

CHIEF MINISTER PLANTED PARIJAT
AND GULMOHAR SAPLINGS
Bhopal:Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted Parijat and Gulmohar
saplings in Smart City Park.
Along with Chief Minister
Chouhan, JP Bajpai, DJ
Badvelkar, Urmila Shukla and
Shashi Bajpai of Surendra
Garden Resident Welfare
Society, Hoshangabad Road also planted saplings.
Special attention is being paid by the society to organic
manure and water conservation along with the maintenance of 4 gardens of its residential area. Leaves that have
fallen from trees and some soil are put in the beds. This
process reduces the evaporation of the soil and retains the
moisture in the beds. As a result, 50 percent water is saved.
By making pits in the gardens, the leaves and small twigs of
trees are collected and converted into manure, which is utilized only in the gardens of the colony. This significantly
reduces the amount of waste going out of the colony.
Special attention is being paid to the use of single use plastic in the colony. Along with this, blue, green and yellow
dustbins are arranged and their use is being encouraged.
Among the saplings planted today, Gulmohar is considered one of the most beautiful trees in the world. It is also
rich in medicinal properties. Parijat plant is also called
Harsingar, which is also a good medicine.

wrong and it should be removed.
In Bhopal, a 24 km-long, BRTS was
made in the middle of the road on
which only city buses were run. When
this corridor was made, it was said that it
will provide easy public transport to
more and more people.
State Urban Development and
Housing Minister Bhupendra Singh said,
from time to time, demands for removal
of the BRTS are being made and the
government has also taken note of it.
Instead of facilitating people, the
BRTS is causing problems for them. Till
the time it is not removed in Bhopal, it
will be thrown open for the public for
five hours. State Medical Education
Minister Vishvas Sarang said that the
BRTS corridor has been creating prob-

lems and it should be uprooted and
thrown out.
If what the two ministers say is followed, then around Rs 450 crore will
have been wasted.
State Congress Spokesman Abbas
Hafiz said that the ministers' statements
reveal that the government's decision
was short sighted. "It is wastage of taxpayers' money. The government should
fix the responsibility on the ministers
and officials who made this project,"
Abbas added. Construction of the BRTS
started in 2009 and in 2011, it was constructed from Lalghati Chauraha to Veer
Savarkar Setu to Board office Chauraha.
In 2009, Rs 250 crore were spent on it
while over Rs 200 crore have been spent
on its maintenance.

MP is getting back to work: Over
20 Lakh interviews in 90 days
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he last three months
have been very exciting for lakhs of professionals in Madhya
Pradesh as the markets
finally open up and life
slowly gets back to usual,
according to apna.co,
India's largest jobs, and
professional networking
platform. With around 10
lakh registered professionals in the state, Apna facilitated more than 20 lakhs
interviews in the last 90
days from Bhopal, Indore,
Gwalior, Jabalpur, and
Ujjain.
Madhya Pradesh has
become an important commercial hub in India, creating a plethora of job opportunities across industries

and sectors. The most popular job roles in MP in the
last 90 days have been telecaller, delivery persons,
business development
executives, retail executives
back-office staff, driver,
data entry, and sales - fieldwork. As a sign of significant economic growth, the
platform registered more
than 17 lakh job openings
during the same time period.A recent report released
by CMIE earlier this month
puts Madhya Pradesh
among states who have low
unemployment rates. The
unemployment rate is 1.4%
in MP, says the report
which mapped joblessness
among Indian states. While
the rate is lower than most
states in India, in order to
further reduce this rate, it is

essential to continue supporting professionals in
Madhya Pradesh by creating more employment
opportunities.
"With a pool of professional talent, Madhya
Pradesh has the potential
to contribute significantly
towards the economic
growth of the entire country. We are glad to be a
chosen platform for professionals, especially women
and freshers, to gain direct
access to these opportunities across all verticals. We
will continue to be a bridge
between businesses and
the rising workforce and
support the state in unlocking its economic potential"
commented Manas Singh,
Chief Business Officer,
apna.co

Proper use of traditional knowledge and skills must for development: Governor
Team Absolute |Bhopal

G

overnor Mangubhai Patel has said
that the country can be given a
new form with proper use of traditional knowledge and skills available in
our society. Our country has the largest
youth power in the world with immense
potential for the future. The need is to
adjust one's own capabilities, efficiency,
sources and resources.
Governor Patel was addressing the
National Seminar on Social
Entrepreneurship organized by
Rabindranath Tagore University at
Kushabhau Thackeray International
Convention Centre. The Governor also
dedicated a book and case study published by AISECT.
Patel said that our country is a country
of diversities. Unity in diversity is our
strength. Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the country is
rapidly progressing on the path of
becoming a Vishwa Guru. Recalling the
work of PM Modi as the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, he said that through 'Vibrant
Gujarat' he provided a new environment
for entrepreneurship. He also mentioned

the initiatives to provide employment to
local people in industries by organizing
employment fairs at the district level and
in the field of agriculture by visiting farmers' fields through agricultural fairs. He
stressed on the need to give employment
to the local people in industries and
efforts to make agriculture profitable

through natural farming.
Referring to the achievements of the
University, Santosh Choubey, Chancellor
of Rabindranath Tagore University said
that the university has decided to establish a skill development based university.
He said that the university is working fast
towards making the local global. The

institute is also starting educational activities in North-East and South India. The
university has also taken initiative in the
field of art and culture.
CEO, Telecom Sector Skill Council
India Arvind Bali, said that historically
Indian society was basically a skill based
society. It needs to be revived. Skill upgradation should be included in education. He said that for the development of
the country, the aspiration of students for
skill has to be increased. Along with education, the system of apprenticeship is
necessary. Secretary, AISECT, Siddharth
Chaturvedi informed that efforts are
being made to encourage entrepreneurship and innovation in the perspective of
'Vocal for Local' for an Atmanirbhar
Bharat. He said that social-enterprise,
skill-development, various activities of elearning and area development are being
conducted. Efforts have also been made
to make youth self-reliant under Samarth
Bharat Abhiyan in the adjoining areas of
Raisen district. Governor Patel lit the
lamp and inaugurated the seminar. A
short film based on the development of
the AISECT organization was also
screened.
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UP Congress in
hibernation mode

I

t is around noon and the sun is shining
brighter and hotter than ever in the sky.
The UP Congress state headquarters in
Mall Avenue wears a completely deserted
look. It has been more than a month since
UPCC chief Ajay Kumar Lallu resigned after
party's humiliating defeat in 2022 assembly
elections and party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has not visited
Lucknow after the party's election debacle.
The Congress has gone into a hibernation
mode and all party activities have come to a
virtual halt. We are all waiting for a new
UPCC chief and directives form the party high
command," said a party functionary. UPCC
organisation secretary Anil Yadav said the
Congress constitution provided for senior general secretary taking care of day-to-day work
in the absence of UPCC chief. The party rebels,
on the other hand, claim that the party leadership is in no mood to address issues facing
the Congress in the state. "Priyanka has not
come to Lucknow and she does not meet us in
Delhi. All parties are done with post-poll
assessments and are now preparing for the
next Lok Sabha elections but the Congress has
apparently lost the will to survive," said a
rebel leader. However, the internal WhatsApp
groups being run by party leaders are filled
with heated discussions on the prevailing state
of affairs. Most leaders want Rahul Gandhi to
take over reins of the party and want dismissal of Priyanka's coterie that is facing serious allegations from party workers. He suggested that Congress interim president Sonia
Gandhi, senior leader Rahul Gandhi and
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and other senior party leaders should sit, discuss the prevailing situation and take a call in
the interest of the Congress instead of inviting
outsiders to suggest measures to revamp the
party organisation.

WOMEN OF RURAL RAJASTHAN BEAT THE ODDS TO EMERGE
SUCCESSFUL FARMERS AND LIVESTOCK REARERS
Nikita Jain

F

or decades, the Adivasi community of Rajasthans Sirohi
district has remained backward in terms of socio-economic
development. With no formal education and minimal access to
necessities, the community lived in
isolation and was majorly dependent on farming and labour work to
make a living.
However, a few years ago, things
changed for the better after an NGO
stepped in to educate the women of
the community and help them
achieve financial independence.
Over the years, the women gained
enough knowledge and confidence
to successfully run their own backyard poultry and goat-rearing businesses, most of which were set up
after the advent of the Covid-19
pandemic, making their newfound
success even more commendable.
"As markets were closed during
the Covid-19 pandemic, it became
difficult for us to survive. Farming
and the sale of cattle were our only
source of income," said Manisha
Devi (27) from Sirohi's Doli Fali village on the challenging circumstances of 2020.
She belongs to the Bhil tribal
community, historically known for
their use of weapons such as bows
and arrows.
Timely assistance and guidance
arrived in the form of Professional
Assistance for Development Action
(PRADAN), a non-government,
non-profit organisation that works
towards empowering disadvantaged communities in rural India.
They run the Aravali Pashupalak
Sangathan (APS), a special programme that's part of Bajaj Allianz's
CSR project, Promotion of Women
Entrepreneurs in Rural Sirohi.
The main objective of the APS,
which focuses on livestock-based
activities such as goat-rearing and
backyard poultry, is empowering
women by enhancing their sources
of income. They are provided with
opportunities through a womencentric microfinance system known

as the "Internal Loaning System",
wherein a loan is granted to the
beneficiary for the livestock activities. The women later need to repay
this loan to the APS after the prescribed moratorium period.
Since its launch in September
2020, APS has helped around 180
women launch their own businesses by granting them seed money.
After they repay the loan, the
women reinvest their profits back
into their businesses, thus ensuring
financial security for themselves
and their families.

Self-help groups lead
the way
"Earlier, we were only involved in
farming, but then PRADAN helped
us set up livestock activities,"
Manisha added. "They gave us
loans and trained us in breeding the
animals. We now know about the
kind of food and medicines they
need to be given and also help train
other women."
PRADAN team co-ordinator Anif
Khan explained to 101Reporters:
"Our focus is on enhancing their
livelihood. We mainly work in the
areas of agriculture and livestock.
Since the literacy level among
women is low, we use pictorial representations to add to their knowledge. The terrain in these regions is
tough, and houses are quite far
from each other. So bringing the
women together was initially a difficult task."
The self-help groups (SHG)
established in 2009 have been
instrumental in the progress and
development of rural women in
these parts of Rajasthan.
"In 2020, when migrant workers
returned to Sirohi, there was no
work or income. When the matter
was discussed within the SHG, the
women decided that new employment opportunities were needed,
and that's how we launched the
APS," Khan added.
The SHG have two major focus
points: microfinance, under which

WITH PAN-ISLAND STRIKE, TU GIVES
ULTIMATUM TO SL GOVT TO QUIT

Colombo|Agencies

T

roubled Sri Lanka
came to a near
standstill on
Thursday with over
1,000 government
and private sector trade
unions, representing almost
all sectors from transportation to banking, striking work
to demand that the government quit.
Issuing a 7-day ultimatum
to the government, members
of the Collective of trade
unions, including foreign
invested apparel sector,
stayed away from work and
took to streets demanding
the government's resignation. Transportation came to
complete halt with no trains
running and private bus
owners keeping their vehicles
off the road.
Trade union members,
who started protest in front of
their working places, then
marched to President's Office
where a 20-day-long continu-

ous protest is being held.
Trade unions, representing
banks, railways, education,
harbour, electricity, postal,
apparel industry and tea
estate workers joined the
protests while doctors and
medical sector too joined the
trade union action while on
duty.
"We have given the government till May 6 to resign and
if the government does not
listen to the people, we will
have to have a hartal on May

6," Ravi Kumudesh of the
Collective of Trade Unions
and Mass Organisations said.
"If the government is not
willing to leave, we will have
to kick them out. People are
asking the Rajapaksas to go
home and they don't have a
mandate anymore," said
Joseph Stalin, General
Secretary, Ceylon Teachers'
Union. Trade unions have
demanded that trade union
action would be expanded if
the government decides not

to leave. As the island nation
faces its worst-ever economic
crisis in the post-independence history, with major
price hikes of essential items
due to dollar crunch and
inflation, people have taken
to streets demanding the
Rajapaksa government to
step down.
Pressured by public
protests, economic crisis and
demand by religious leaders,
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has agree to form
an all-party government after
cancelling the cabinet headed by his elder brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa. On
Wednesday, he invited all
political parties to meet him
on Friday to start discussion
on an all-party government
but he is yet receive positive
response.
However, Mahinda
Rajapaksa is insistent on continuing in power and has said
that he would be the head of
any new government to be
formed.

the women are provided loans for
their businesses, and livelihood
enhancement, which includes
imparting knowledge and training.
For instance, women are informed
about livestock farming and the
measures they could take to make it
more profitable. Currently, around
1,800 women are part of these
SHGs.

Reaping the benefits
of poultry farming
Under the APS scheme, women
were not only being trained on the
correct methods to go about backyard poultry farming and goat-rearing, but were also being assisted in
travelling to the markets and selling
their produce. Now well-informed
about the market rates and ways to
get better opportunities, these
women today manage to sell their
products on their own. While they
don't sell their eggs, they earn
around Rs 300 for their roosters and
chickens on a good day.
Surabhi Devi, also from Doli Fali
village, has no formal education
and was married at a young age.
She's always been a farmer, but it
was only a year ago that she began
to notice a skill-change within her.
"Before this, we had no idea how
beneficial poultry farming could be
for us," the 40-year-old said. "With
PRADAN coming to our village, the
women who became associated
with it were given education about
the business. Over time, we learnt
how we could benefit from it."The
Rajasthan government has framed a
handful of farming-focused
schemes like Rajasthan Water
Sector Livelihood Improvement
Project (RWSLIP) launched in 2019
which aims at providing subsidies
to marginal farmers for adopting
modern agricultural techniques,
but such schemes often fail to reach
isolated villages like Dholi Fali.
"We do not know about any
schemes of the government if our
crop fails or if there is no water.
How can we think of availing such

NO AGREEMENT
YET ON MEETING
BETWEEN PUTIN,
ZELENSKY
Kiev: Ukrainian
Presidential Advisor
MykhailoPodolyak said that
no agreement has been
reached on a meeting
between President
Volodymyr Zelensky and his
Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin.
"The time of the meeting
of the presidents of the two
countries and the context of
the meeting have not been
determined yet," Xinhua
news agency quoted
Podolyak, also a member of
the Ukrainian delegation to
the peace talks with Russia,
as saying.
Consultations at the level
of working subgroups,
which are preparing the
positions of the parties in
legal terms, are underway,
he said. Earlier Wednesday,
Turkish Defence Minister
Hulusi Akar said his country
hopeed that a meeting
between Zelensky and
Putin would take place in
the next few days as the war
rages on.

schemes when we are clueless?"
questioned Manisha.

Casteism and genderspecific challenges
While development is a major
obstacle for these tribal women
farmers, they have also had to fight
patriarchy.
"Before we started experimenting
with various businesses, the men in
our households were not supportive," 40-year-old Vasuli Bai from
Jamburi village told 101Reporters.
"I'm not educated, but I now educate other women in these aspects.
We are aware of how patriarchy
affects our lives. The men in our
society are just like all other men. In
our community, while women and
men work together in the field, it
was difficult for us to start our own
businesses."
Echoing Vasuli's views, Manisha
emphasised: "We urge women to
focus on the education of their
daughters. We are not educated, but
our daughters should be."
Casteism is yet another challenge
these women face. For instance, the
women of Doli Fali were not
allowed to draw water from the well
of an upper-caste man. They said
this happened every time they tried
to fetch water from the neighbouring villages. The women also
claimed there were times they are
not allowed to enter upper-caste
inhabited areas when conducting
surveys.
For a clearer picture of castebased differences, a comparison between Doli Fali and Tarungi village,
a few kilometres away, can be made.
While Doli Fali resembles a desert
with a few acres of farmlands and
mud houses, Tarungi, inhabited by
the upper-caste Thakur community,
has beautiful brick houses with
clear signs of greater development.

forests are common in this part of
Sirohi district, while the higher elevations of Mount Abu are covered
in coniferous forests. This difference
in terrain has resulted in a major
water crisis in the region, with
many farmers losing their crops and
plunging into severe debt.
Devi Bai, one of the core members of the village and a member of
an SHG, pointed out that this water
scarcity was why they started growing vegetables along with bajra
(pearl millets) and corn (makkai).
"We grew only makkai earlier, but
a year ago, it was suggested that we
grow vegetables, too. The water
shortage does create an issue for us,
but we try to work through it," the
40-year-old added.
The crisis forces these women to
travel far and wide to fetch water for
their homes and farms. Moreover,
the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic
and delayed rains led most of these
female farmers to lose their vegetable saplings. This was when
Rekha Bai, a 28-year-old from
Phoola Bai Khera village, put in
even more effort on her vegetable
farm. She now has one of the most
successful farming businesses in
the village.
"I started tomato farming four
years ago. It was very difficult initially, but I taught myself how to do
it. Farming requires care and attention," she said, emphasising on the
water scarcity further.
Water woes, gender bias, patriarchy and casteism notwithstanding, the tribal women of Sirohi have
beaten the odds and emerged successful through sheer grit and
determination.

(The author is a Delhi-based
freelance journalist and a member of 101Reporters, a pan-India
network of grassroots reporters.)

Tackling water
scarcity
Dry
deciduous
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Shehbaz may seek $7.4bn
Saudi aid package
Islamabad|Agencies

D

uring his visit to Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif may
seek a $7.4 billion financial assistance package from the kingdom in
the shape of cash deposits and oil
on deferred payments, including
rollover of the existing $4.2 billion
facilities that are expiring by the
end of this year.
The request will be made during
Sharif's three-day visit that would
begin from Thursday, according to
the Ministry of Finance officials,
The Express Tribune
reported.Finance Minister Miftah Ismail will
also be part of the official entourage. Senior
Ministry officials said that the government
would seek $2 billion additional cash
deposit in addition to the rollover of the
existing $3 billion facility, which would
mature by the end of this year.
They said this time the country was seeking the loan for a longer than one year period, in addition to relaxation in terms of the
previous agreement.
In October last year, Saudi Arabia had
announced giving $3 billion in cash deposit
for one year and oil on deferred payment
equal to $1.2 billion annually.
However, the oil facility became operational only in March this year when the

country lifted $100 million equivalent oil.
The request will also be made to double
the oil on deferred payments limit to $2.4
billion, according to the officials.
The net additional financial assistance is
$3.2 billion in the shape of cash deposits
and oil on deferred payments, The Express
Tribune reported.
The last PTI government had obtained $3
billion cash at 4 per cent interest rate and
the oil on deferred payments at 3.8 per cent
rate for one year, according to the terms
agreed between both countries.
Unlike in the past, there was no option for
the rollover of the Saudi loan and the country is required to return it at once after
one year.

Australia accuses China NKorea urged to stop escalating tensions
of election meddling
over Kim's vow to bolster nuke power
Canberra|Agencies

A

ustralias Home Affairs Minister Karen
Andrews has accused China of
attempting to interfere in an election
set for next month, saying a recent security
deal with a nearby Pacific nation suggested
nefarious motives.In comments to a
Brisbane radio station on Wednesday,
Andrews warned that Australians ought to
be "taking notice of and paying some attention to" China's pact with the Solomon
Islands, announced last week, RT reported.
"Beijing is clearly very aware that we're in
a federal election campaign here at the
moment. Why now? Why, right in the middle of a federal election campaign is all this
coming to light?" she asked, addin: "We talk
about political interference and that has
many forms." While it's unclear exactly what
impact the China-Solomons deal would

have on the May 21 federal election, the ruling Liberal Party has argued that Beijing is
hoping to see victory for the opposition
Labor Party, as the centre-left faction takes
up an increasingly hawkish line toward
Beijing, RT reported.
Labor spokesperson Penny Wong blasted
Prime Minister Scott Morrison for his supposed weakness on China, arguing that the
Solomons deal occurred "on Morrison's
watch" while warning of "the prospect of a
Chinese base less than 2,000 km from
Australia's coastline".Senior Labor lawmaker
Jim Chalmers was dismissive of Andrews'
remarks, saying that, even by the "incredibly
low standards of this government", her criticism "was remarkably desperate and
remarkably unhinged", adding that instead
of the Chinese Communist Party, "the
Australian people will determine who wins"
next month's election.

Seoul|Agencies

T

he South Korean government
on Thursday called on North
Korea to refrain from escalating tensions in the region, responding to a threat by its leader Kim
Jong-un to strengthen the regime's
nuclear capabilities.
"Our government and the international community have maintained the stance that North Korea
should stop all acts that heighten
tensions, including the advancement of its nuclear capabilities, and
to return to the negotiating table," a
Unification Ministry official said.
South Korea will continue efforts
to achieve denuclearization and
bring peace to the Korean Peninsula
in close coordination with

Washington while keeping a close
eye on the North, Yonhap News
Agency quoted the official as saying.
On Monday, North Korea showcased a massive intercontinental
ballistic missile and other strategic
weapons at a military parade, during which Kim vowed to beef up the
country's nuclear capabilities at the

"fastest possible speed".
Kim also warned any forces that
seek to violate the "fundamental
interests" of the North will be met
with its nuclear forces.
On the meaning of "fundamental
interests", the Ministry official said
North Korea has often used the
expression without elaborating, as
Kim's statement has added to rampant speculation on his intentions.
"It is considered to be used by the
North as a concept with the existence of its nation and regime at its
core value," he said. Apparently,
many observers say, regime security
is Kim's top priority.
No messages were directed at the
South or the US in Kim's latest public speech, the official noted.'
The North appears to have staged

the military parade on the 90th
founding anniversary of the Korean
People's Revolutionary Army
(KPRA) to solidify internal unity
under Kim's leadership and stress
his legitimacy, he added.
Another official told reporters on
condition of anonymity the ministry
is still conducting an analysis to
confirm whether or not Kim has
been promoted from "marshal" to
"grand marshal."
"Grand marshal" is the highest
position in the North's military held
only by its late state founder Kim Ilsung and late leader Kim Jong-il.
Kim showed up at the night-time
military parade in a white military
suit wearing an epaulet with a
grand marshal insignia on his right
shoulder.
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IMPORTED OIL IS TAXED FIRST BY CENTRE AND THEN
COVID NOT OVER, FOLLOW GUIDELINES: STATES, PAWAR SLAMS CENTRE ON FUEL PRICE HIKE
CM UDDHAV THACKERAY'S WARNING
New Delhi, Friday, April 29, 2022

 "THE CORONA IS NOT
OVER YET, WITH NEW
VIRUSES BEING BORN
AROUND THE WORLD.
IN CHINA, 40 CR PEOPLE ARE CURRENTLY
IN LOCKDOWN.
ALTHOUGH WE TOO
HAVE SUCCESSFULLY
BATTLED THE THREE
WAVES, WE LOST
SOME OF OUR LOVED
ONES," SAID UDDHAV
THACKERAY.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday urged people to
follow all precautionary guidelines to
avoid the spread of COVID-19.
Thackeray's statement came after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a
meeting with the Chief Minister of all
the states on Wednesday regarding
increasing cases of COVID-19.

"The corona is not over yet, with
new viruses being born around the
world. In China, 40 cr people are currently in lockdown. Although we too
have successfully battled the three
waves, we lost some of our loved
ones," said Thackeray.
The chief minister said if the state
government wants to avoid reimposing Covid-19 curbs then self-discipline, wearing of masks and vaccination against the virus are important.
During a meeting with all districts of
the state, he added that he will urge
the Centre to make vaccination
mandatory.

His statement comes hours after
Maharashtra health minister Rajesh
Tope said the state government may
bring back the mask mandate at least
in crowded places in wake of rising
Covid-19 cases in parts of India. The
health minister, however, said there is
no need to panic as the active cases
count of Maharashtra still stood
below 1,000, while the number of
cases per million was far less than in
other states.
The Chief Minister also said that he
would send a letter to the Central
Government regarding making vaccination compulsory and reducing the

period of nine months while giving
booster dose to those who have taken
two doses of vaccine.The Chief
Minister also reviewed the pre-monsoon works and instructed all the
District Collectors to take necessary
measures considering the possibility
of cyclone in the coastal districts.
He also directed the officers to
ensure that the issues of the general
public at the local level would be
resolved immediately and that only
those matters pertaining to policy
matters would come under the
purview of the Ministry.
Earlier in the day, Maharashtra
health minister Rajesh Tope said that
the state government may bring back
the mask mandate in crowded places
in view of increasing Covid-19 cases
in parts of India.
Tope told reporters that the general
discussion in the Maharashtra health
department is to bring back the mask
mandate in crowded places.
He added that Maharashtra is currently carrying out as many as 25,000
tests on an average each day and this
number along with tracking of Covid19 contacts, will be increased. He
added that genome sequencing will
be ramped up, and so will the inoculation drive among children aged 1217.

Mumbai Police writes to CISF DG to enquire AURANGABAD POLICE PUT
into lapses in Kirit Somaiya's security
FORWARD CONDITIONS FOR RAJ
Team Absolute|New Delhi

D

ays after the attack on
BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya near Khar
police station in Mumbai, the
city's Police Commissioner
has written to the Director
General of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) to enquire into the
lapses in the security cover of
Somaiya.
Somaiya has been accorded Z category security provided by the CISF.
It is learnt that the Mumbai
police has also asked the
CISF to fix responsibility so
that these sort of security
lapses do not occur in the
future with any protectee.
However, CISF officials said
that they are not aware of
such a letter from the
Mumbai police.

On April 23, some Shiv
Sena supporters allegedly
threw footwear and water
bottles at Somaiya's SUV
when he was leaving Khar
police station where he had
gone to meet arrested independent MP Navneet Rana
and her MLA husband Ravi
Rana. Maharashtra BJP leaders including Somaiya met
Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla on April 25 and
apprised him about the prevailing situation in the state
and demanded a probe into
the attack on Somaiya.

The delegation also
demanded that the Union
Home Secretary send a central team to review the situation in the state where the
BJP leaders are being targeted by the ruling party's cadre.
The BJP delegation also met
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai on the
same issue. Rai assured them
that he would talk to Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla in
detail and take a report on
whatever is going on in
Maharashtra.
Both Navneet Rana and
her husband Ravi Rana had
earlier given a call for chanting the 'Hanuman Chalisa'
outside Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray's residence 'Matoshree'. This led
to a controversy and angered
the Sena cadres.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

P

M Narendra Modi has
appealed to states to
reduce tax on petrol and
diesel, but imported oil is taxed
first by Centre and then the
states, so the Centre should
also reduce tax, said
Maharashtra Dy CM Ajit Pawar
on Thursday.
Pawar said the state government did not increase any tax
in the State budget this year.
Maharashtra reduced tax on
CNG due to which the state
suffered a loss of Rs 1000
crores, he added. Pawar said
that just like the Centre bought
'one nation, one tax' policy to
promote the idea of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), it should
bring about the same change

when it comes to levying taxes
on petrol and diesel in the
country.
Speaking at a press conference today, the Deputy Chief
Minister said, "Firstly, it
remains to be seen how much
GST money will come from the
Centre to the state. PM Modi
appealed to States and UTs to
reduce VAT on petrol and
diesel. In response, I would say
that the Maharashtra
Government did not increase
any tax in the budget this year."
"We can discuss petrol-diesel
prices in cabinet today.
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray will tell us
what happened in the meeting
with PM Modi yesterday.
Everyone in the country has to
accept that the imported oil is
taxed first by the Centre and
then states, so the Centre
should also reduce tax," Pawar
said. The Minister said, "Like
'One Nation One Tax' policy,
the Centre should consider
making a policy on petrol and
diesel. The Maharashtra government gives the maximum
amount of taxes to the Central
government. The Centre
should take note of this fact."
This comes a day after
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray slammed

the Centre by saying that the
state government cannot be
held responsible for the hike in
fuel prices.
Thackeray told reporters on
Wednesday after attending a
meeting with the Prime
Minister virtually, "Today, in the
price of one litre of diesel in
Mumbai, Rs 24.38 is for the
Centre and Rs 22.37 is for the
state. In petrol price, 31.58 paise
is central tax and 32.55 paise
state tax. Therefore, it is not a
fact that petrol and diesel have
become more expensive due to
the state." The Maharashtra
Chief Minister said,
"Maharashtra collects the highest GST of 15 per cent in the
country. Combining both direct
taxes and GST, Maharashtra is
the number one state in the
country." On Wednesday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
held a COVID-19 review meeting with Chief Ministers of all
States and Union Territories.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel were
amongst those present in the
meeting.

Raj Thackeray pats Yogi for removing
UP mosque loudspeakers

THACKERAY'S MEETING
Aurangabad:The Aurangabad police
have put forward a set of conditions for
MNS chief Raj Thackeray's public meeting
to be held in the city, which has been
under discussion since last week, reports
from Maharashtra Times stated.
Thackeray is to hold a rally on May 1 in
Aurangabad district to protest against the
recital of azaan using loudspeakers atop
mosques.
The conditions for Thackeray's meeting
are that noise pollution rules should be
followed. Children, women and old people
should be kept safe. Care should be taken
not to hurt the feelings of other religions.
No animal can be used during the meeting. No statements based on religion,
province, ethnicity, or caste should be
made on May 1 as it is Maharashtra Day.
Care should be taken not to disrespect the
individual or the community and Vehicle
rallies or processions are prohibited both
before and after the meeting.

Pawar said the
state government
did not increase
any tax in the
State budget this
year. Maharashtra
reduced tax on
CNG due to which
the state suffered
a loss of Rs 1000
crores, he added.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Navnirman
Sena President Raj
Thackeray on Thursday
warmly congratulated Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Adityanath
Yogi for removing loudspeakers
from all religious places in that
state.
"I wholeheartedly congratulate
and stand grateful to the Yogi
Government for having removed
loudspeakers, specially the masjids
(mosques)," Raj said.
He said that unfortunately in
Maharashtra, there are no such
Yogis' (hermits), but only 'Bhogis'
(hedonists).
Raj said he prayed at the feet of
Goddess Jagdambadevi and
expressed hope that good sense
would prevail even in
Maharashtra.

Earlier this month, the MNS
chief had launched a campaign to
yank off loudspeakers from all
mosques in the state by May 3, or
his activists would blare out
Hanuman Chalisa at double volumes there.
As a huge political row raged,
the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government firmly rejected
his demand and lobbed the ball in

the Centre's court, urging for a
national policy on the use of loudspeakers at all such places.
The state has also made it clear
to all religious places of worship to
strictly adhere to the Supreme
Court norms on decibel levels for
using loudspeakers failing which
they would face action.
Following the state's whiplash,
several mosques and other religious places in the state have gradually started lowering the loudspeaker volumes as per the apex
court norms.
The MVA government has also
warned any persons against
attempting to create a religious
divide in the state that could result
in a law-and-order situation akin
to the ruckus by the MP-MLA couple, Navneet Kaur-Rana and her
husband Ravi Rana, respectively,
last Saturday.

Maharashtra police seize 89 swords from
India Inc. mourns passing of IL&FS
vehicle on Mumbai-Agra highway, 4 arrested
ex-boss Ravi Parthasarathy
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

India Inc. on Thursday mourned the passing of
Ravi Parthasarathy, considered the trailblazer of
the PPP model and the former CEO and Chairman
of the 35-year-old failed Infrastructure Leasing &
Financial Services (IL&FS), who succumbed to a fouryear-old battle with cancer.
Several players from the corporate world, including
his colleagues and acquaintances, took to social media
to pay homage to their favourite 'RP', as he was known,
and a few also took sharp potshots at the departed soul.
Parthasarathy, 70, is best known for his long tenure at
the IL&FS, joining as President and CEO in 1987, and
elevated as Managing Director in 1989 and then as
Chairman in 2006 of the non-banking financial institution promoted by Central Bank of India along with UTI
and HDFC.An IIM-A alumnus, RP helmed the IL&FS
affairs till he voluntarily quit as Chairman in 2018 citing
health reasons, after which the company which he had
built and nurtured for 30 years, suddenly erupted into a
mega-financial mess.
Under RP, the IL&FS jumped from a small consultancy firm into an infrastructure finance group, with 346
subsidiaries, big development projects worth thousands
of crores of rupees under its belt, and quietly also piled
up a dead-weight of Rs 99,000-crore as overall debts,
loan defaults or failed commitments.

T

A

Following this he and other Il&FS bigwigs came under
the scanner of the various probe agencies and RP was
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate in 2021 and
even the Chennai Police for allegedly cheating depositors.After his demise, several recalled and lauded his
efforts that made IL&FS into an unique entity promoting
Public-Private-Partnerships, and functioning as a the
bridge between the two, that helped execute several key
infrastructure projects across all sectors in the country.
After its shocking collapse by end-2018 due to inability
to repay loans to several Indian banks, insurance companies and others, the government initiated a resolution
process, which has been partly completed.

he Maharashtra police
seized a stockpile of nearly
90 swords from a Scorpio
vehicle in Dhule on Thursday
morning and arrested four men.
The vehicle was intercepted on
the Mumbai-Agra highway and
was allegedly on its way from
Chittorgarh in Rajasthan. The
incident has sparked a political
controversy with opposition
leaders questioning why an
arms-laden vehicle from a
Congress-ruled state was making its way to Mumbai.
A Dhule police officer said
the Scorpio vehicle was intercepted from Songir village and
currently there is no clarity on
where the weapons were headed to. On searching the vehicle,
the police team found 89
swords and one dagger.
Following this, four persons

were placed under arrest. The
police will now produce the
men before a local court to get
their custody.
A senior inspector from the
local Songir police station said

'State govt can't be blamed for spike in fuel price': Thackeray responds to PM Modi
Reacting to PM Modi's request to non-BJP state governments to reduce tax on fuel, Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray
said the state government cannot be held responsible for the spike in prices of petrol and diesel.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

fter PM Modi appealed to states
ruled by non-BJP parties to reduce
tax on fuel at a meeting on
Wednesday afternoon, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray hit back and
said that the state government cannot be
held responsible for the spike in fuel
prices.
He said, "Today, in the price of one litre
of diesel in Mumbai, Rs 24.38 is for the
Centre and Rs 22.37 is for the state. In
petrol price, 31.58 paise is central tax and
32.55 paise state tax. Therefore, it is not a
fact that petrol and diesel have become
more expensive due to the state."
The Office of the Chief Minister added,
"Maharashtra collects the highest GST of
15 per cent in the country. Combining
both direct taxes and GST, Maharashtra is
the number one state in the country."
Notably, in his concluding remarks at a

meeting with chief ministers to review
the Covid-19 situation in India, PM Modi
focused on the issue of rise in fuel price.
He said prices were higher in many
opposition-ruled states and urged them
to reduce Value Added Tax in "national
interest" to benefit the common man.
"I am not criticising anyone but am
praying to you for the welfare of people of
your states...I urge you to reduce VAT
now even after a delay of six months to
benefit people," he said.As per sources,
reduction of VAT on fuel may be discussed at a Maharashtra cabinet meeting
on Thursday.
Additionally, Uddhav Thackeray said
on Wednesday that his government had
already given citizens tax relief on natural gas.In order to promote the use of
natural gas, the rate of value added tax
has been reduced from 13.5 per cent to 3
per cent, he said. He added that piped
gas holders and public transport had

benefited.
"Under various tax laws, the amount of
arrears up to Rs 10,000 per year has been
waived off. Benefit has been given to
nearly 1 lakh small traders. Traders who
have arrears of Rs 10 lakh have been
given the option to pay 20 per cent of the
total arrears. This will benefit the middle
traders in more than two lakh cases," he
said.
The Maharashtra CM also said that the
facility to pay arrears in installments or
one time in case of arrears of Rs 50 lakh
has been given. "0.1 per cent stamp duty
on gold and silver imported in the state
has been waived. Exemption from tax for
three years to passengers, pets, vehicles,
goods, etc. traveling on ferry boats, ro-ro
boats on the waterways starting from
January 1, 2022 within the limits of the
Maritime Board has been given to promote shipping in the state," he added.
Uddhav Thackeray also accused the

Centre of giving 'step-motherly treatment' to the state and not treating all
states equally.
Maharashtra's Leader of Opposition
and BJP member Devendra Fadnavis
took to Twitter to respond to Uddhav
Thackeray's statements.
He said, "Blame game is safe and good
for hiding misdeeds but it doesn't give
relief to the common man. When Govt of
India reduced excise duty on fuel prices
last November,it also requested States to
reduce taxes, but non-BJP ruled states
including Maharashtra are busy only in
profiting at the cost of sufferings of citizens." He added, "As our Hon PM
Narendra Modi ji appealed all States to
reduce taxes on fuel and as Maharashtra
already has earned more than Rs 3,400
crore profit, it is my SINCERE REQUEST
to CM and Govt of Maharashtra to act
immediately and give relief to all
Maharashtrians."

the accused have told them that
they hail from Jalna and were
taking the swords there to sell
them. "We will check with the
local district magistrate in
Chittorgarh to find out where

they procured the swords from
and whether they have the necessary permissions," the officer
added.
As news of the incident
spread, a political war of words
broke out.
BJP leader Ram Kadam asked
why swords from a Congressruled state were being brought
to Mumbai and questioned if
they were meant to attack
someone or create disturbance
in the state. BJP leader Ashish
Shelar questioned if the state
government, which had registered an FIR against Raj
Thackeray for showing a sword
in a rally, would register an FIR
against the home minister after
so many swords were found.
Congress leader Atul Londhe
said the police were investigating the case and it will soon be
clear why the swords were
brought into the state.

Versatile actor Salim
Ghouse passes away
Team Absolute|Mumbai

V

eteran stage, television
and film actor Salim
Ghouse -- who featured
in several Bollywood, south
Indian and English movies -passed away following a cardiac arrest, here on
Thursday.
Ghouse, 70, was rushed to
the Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital in Versova
late on Wednesday but did
not recover, according to his
wife Anita and son
Arayaama.
Born in Chennai and educated there, Ghouse later
graduated from the FTII,
Pune, and then plunged into
theatres. He was also a martial arts expert.
Known for his roles in
"Bharat Ek Khoja", "Wagle Ki

Duniya", "Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi"
and "Subah", Ghouse
enjoyed equal popularity in
Bollywood and south India,
having acted with some of
the biggest stars and banners
since his debut in 1978 with
"Swarg Nark". Later, the versatile actor with piercing eyes
and a strong voice played
notable roles in several
award-winning films like
"Chakra" (1981), "Saaraansh"
and "Mohan Joshi Hazir Ho!"
(both 1984), and "Trikaal"
(1985).
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JAMES CAMERON'S 'AVATAR 2' TITLED 'AVATAR:
THE WAY OF WATER'
Los Angeles | Agencies

fter a long wait, director
James Cameron is finally
ready to show audiences his
otherworldly, underwater vision for
the sequel of 'Avatar'. It's newly
titled as 'Avatar: The Way of Water'.
Disney, which inherited the franchise after acquiring 20th Century
Fox in 2019, unveiled new footage
of the highly anticipated film at
CinemaCon, the annual gathering
of movie theater owners
that's currently
unfolding at
Caesars Palace
in Las Vegas,
reports
'Variety'.
CinemaCon
attendees were
given 3D glasses
to watch the minutes-

A

long trailer, which contained almost
no dialogue. Instead, exhibitors
were immersed into different
regions across the dazzling world of
Pandora through sweeping visuals
of the planet's crystal blue oceans
and lakes.
The footage also shows the local
tribe of Na'vi interacting with various species resembling whales and
pelicans, some of which flew
through the screen and into audience member's faces thanks to the
three-dimensional technology.
Cameron, who is still in New
Zealand putting the final touches
on 'Avatar 2', appeared in a prerecorded video to tell exhibitors
about the film.
He says it is "designed for the
biggest screen and the most
immersive 3D available", adding
that he "set out to test the limits
of what cinema can do".
In anticipation for 'The Way of

Water', Disney plans to re-release
'Avatar' in theatres on September
23.
'Avatar' premiered in December
2009, a time when ticket sales were
significantly less expensive than
they are these days.
Based on the audible gasps in the
room, exhibitors may not need
much urging to pull out all the
stops for 'The Way of Water'.
'Avatar 2' debuts on December
16, with sequels to come on
December 20, 2024, December 18,
2026, and December 22, 2028.
'The Way of Water' footage
capped off Disney's 90-minute
CinemaCon presentation, which
also showcased exclusive footage
from 'Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness', 'Lightyear',
'Toy Story' spinoff about Andy's
beloved toy; David O. Russell's new
film 'Amsterdam' and 'Bob's
Burgers'.

Kylie Minogue: Sexiest
celebrity over 50

ANDREW GARFIELD
PLANS TIME OFF

Los Angeles | Agencies

ylie Minogue has been named the sexiest
Los
female celebrity over the age of 50 in a
Angeles |
new poll conducted by 1,500 Brits.
Agencies
The Australian singer, 53, came out on top with 35
percent of the vote after beating strong competition
ormer One
from second placed Elizabeth Hurley, 56, and forDirection singer
mer Friends star Jennifer Aniston, 53, who finHarry Styles has
ished third.
addressed speculation over his
The poll was carried out by over 50s datlove life and insisted the idea of
ing site Ourtime to establish which 50-plus
defining his sexuality in a public
celebrities their subscribers would most
way is "outdated".
want to date.
Speaking to Better Homes and
Other stars to feature included
Gardens magazine, Styles said:
American heartthrob George
"I've been really open with it
Clooney, 60, whose commandwith my friends, but that's my
ing 29 percent popularity
personal experience; it's mine.
placed him fourth.
"The whole point of where
Elsewhere the actor's
we should be heading, which is
Ocean's Eleven co-star
toward accepting everybody and
Brad Pitt, 58, featured
being more open, is that it doesn't
in sixth place, while
matter, and it's about not having to label
Australian hunk
Hugh Jackman,
53, took ninth
position.

K

F

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctor Andrew Garfield, who has
appeared in 'Spider-Man: No
Way Home', 'The Eyes of
Tammy Faye', 'Tick, Tick a Boom!', and
the crime series 'Under the Banner of
Heaven', said he's going to take some
time off from work.
According to 'Deadline', the
ground38-year-old actor told
ed despite
People magazine that
becoming a
he's looking forward
to being out of
the spotlight.

HARRY STYLES
WON'T 'LABEL'
HIS SEXUALITY

everything, not having to clarify what boxes
you're checking."
The 28-year-old star, whose new album 'Harry's
House' drops on May 20, also discussed his experiences with fame, and how he's been able to remain

A

household name
around the world.
Styles said: "My producer keeps asking me
when I'm going to have my big
breakdown. The most honest version I can think of is, I didn't grow
up in poverty by any means, but we
didn't have much money, and I had an
expectation of what I could achieve in
life. "I feel like everything else has been
a bonus, and I am so lucky."
The singer candidly said there was a
long period where he was "terrified" of
his career coming to an end because
he didn't "necessarily" know who he
was without music.

'TOKYO VICE': STYLISHLY MOUNTED AND ENGAGING
Predictable female entries included actress Nicole Kidman, 54, in fifth place,
British presenter Tess Daly, 53, in seventh and acting legend Dame Helen

Series
Review
TROY RIBEIRO

(Streaming on
Lionsgate Play)
Duration: Average 58 minutes per
episode (Total 7 episodes)
Directors: Michael Mann, Josef
Kubota Wladyka, Hikari
Cast: Ansel Elgort, Ken Watanabe,
Rachel Keller, Hideaki, Show
Kasamatsu, Ella Rumpf, Rinko
Kikuchi, Tomohisa Yamashita

Rating: ***1/2

okyo Vice' is an engaging
crime drama based on the
memoir, 'Tokyo Vice: An
American Reporter on the Police
Beat in Japan' by Jake Adelstein.
This seven-episode, non-fiction,
first-hand account gives us an
insight into the underbelly of Tokyo
in the late 1990s.
Set in Tokyo, Japan, the narrative
follows Jake (Ansel Elgort), an idealistic and aspiring journalist from
the US who is fascinated with
Japan. Equipped with youthful
energy, passion, and excellent
Japanese, he makes Tokyo his
home, where he lands a job as a
crime reporter at 'Meicho Shimbu',
Tokyo's best and largest newspaper
after nearly acing their entrance
exam.
In the newsroom, he works
under the watchful eyes of Eimi
(Rinko Kikuchi), his editor-in-chief.

'T

His writing is scrutinised for the
stand he takes, and he is even told,
"You are not here to think, but follow the rules there is no murder in
Japan."
Believing the latter statement to
be a fallacy, Jake tries investigating

the deaths that occur, and quickly
discovers there is a common thread
that links the public suicides that
have been taking place of late.
During the course of his work,
building relationships with both
the police and the yakuza, the

Japanese mafia, he connects with
Samantha (Rachel Keller)- a beautiful and savvy American expatriate
working as a hostess in a club, and
detective Hiroto Katagiri (Ken
Watanabe) of the Tokyo Police, who
treats him like a "son" and guides

him, how to go about the shadowy,
and subtle lines of law and how to
interact in the mob-ridden capital.
Both offer him an insider's view of
how things operate in Japan and
caution him to report judiciously.
Through Samantha, Jake
befriends Sato (Show Kasamatsu),
a young yakuza (mafia) who has an
open-hearted sense of humour and
is in love with the band Backstreet
Boys. Sato provides Jake access that
most reporters could never even
dream of.
Everything Jake wrote about had
consequences; thus, the series is
taut and highly dramatized, moving
at its own pace. Episodes one to
four flow seamlessly. It is only the
fifth episode, which begins in a
flashback mode, that breaks the
momentum of the narrative while
trying to build an emotional track
to Samantha's tale.
On the performance front, every
character is pitch-perfect, delivering their best. Ansel Elgort is
charming with his constrained
demeanour and weird sense of
humour. Much of the payoffs in the
show are about how he connects
and relates with other characters,
pulling the plot in new and unexpected directions.
There are no tense, nail-biting
moments, but the series has its own
charm with gory action sequences,
long takes, and deliberate wordless
moments of looking, testing, and
weighing the moments.
Also, the period is well-captured
with computers and handphone
instruments that were prevalent in
the era. The dialogues switch from
English to Japanese effortlessly and
the experience is immersive.
Overall, the series is stylishly
mounted and enjoyable.

"I'm actually really happy and excited to be
very quiet and very still and take some time
to just be," Garfield said. "It feels very important right now, especially after a lot of output,
a lot of being out in the world, and giving a
lot of energy to things that I'm very passionate about, but I have to kind of refill the well
so that I can carry on authentically carry on
without it feeling like I have to keep up with
the Joneses in some way. "Like it's so tempting to live in that way of just always onto the
next thing. But actually, and I know it's a privilege that I get to even consider that, to actually
take time," says the actor. Garfield credited
gymnast Simone Biles as a beacon for the
time off, noting: "I'm very inspired by her
saying, 'Bope, I'm not going to do that
vault. I'm going to endanger myself if I
vault today'. I find that really an
incredible example." He also said
American rapper Kendrick
Lamar's hiatus was important
in his decision.
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Olivia Wilde

New Delhi, Friday, April 29, 2022

IPL 2022

07

Champions League

DELHI BEAT KKR CLASSY LIVERPOOL DEFEAT
BY 4 WICKETS VILLARREAL 2-0 AT ANFIELD
against his old franchise and bowled like he
had something to prove. He sent back KKR
skipper Shreyas Iyer (42), Baba Indrajith (6),
Sunil Narine (0) and Andre Russell (0) to finish with 4/14, breaking the back of KKR batting. It was a pity that he did not get to bowl
his fourth over or could have completed a
fifer.
Mustafizur claimed three wickets in the
20th over, sending back Nitish Rana, Tim
Southee and Rinku Singh -- Rana and
Southee off successive balls.
Chasing the target, Delhi reached 150/6 in
19 overs thanks to vital knocks by David
Warner (42 off 28) and Rovman Powell (33 not
out off 16), winning the match with six deliveries to spare,
Rishabh Pant's team got off to a worst-possible start as Prithvi Shaw was out for a firstball duck in the first over.
David Warner (42) and Lalit Yadav (22)
raised 65 runs for the third wicket before the
Aussie was out, trying to negotiate a difficult
bouncer on the middle by Umesh Yadav and
holing out to Sunil Narine just two yards
inside the rope. But Rovman Powell saw them
through in the end, hitting a 16-ball 33 to help
them record their fourth win and move to
eight points. KKR remained in the eighth
position with six points from nine matches.
Delhi with eight points are placed in sixth
position.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

fter the super bowling by Kuldeep Yadav
(4/14) and Mustafizur Rahman (3/18),
David Warner and Rovman Powell
played remarkable knocks to help Delhi
Capitals beat Kolkata Knight Riders by four
wickets in Match 41 of the IPL 2022, at the
Wankhede Stadium here on Thursday.
Kuldeep Yadav looked at his brilliant best

GOALKEEPER RADU'S HOWLER
DAMPENS INTER'S SERIE A TITLE HOPES

London|Agencies

L

iverpool are one step closer to a
third UEFA Champions League
final in five seasons after a 2-0
win against Villarreal in the first-leg
of their semifinal tie at Anfield, here
on Wednesday. Liverpool scored
twice in three second-half minutes
to assume control of their UEFA
Champions League semifinal
against Villarreal. An own goal from
Pervis Estupinan and Sadio Mane's
20th of the season in a three-minute
second-half spell did the damage
and the only criticism which could
be levelled at Jurgen Klopp's side
was that they should have scored
more.First, Sadio Mane headed wide
12 minutes into a characteristically
dominant display. Jordan

Brief scores :
Kolkata Knight Riders 146/9 in 20 overs (Shreyas
Iyer 42, Nitish Rana 57; Kuldeep Yadav 4/14,
Mustafizur Rahman 3/18) lost to Delhi Capitals
150/6 in 19 overs (David Warner 42, Lalit Yadav
22, Axar Patel 24, Rovman Powell 33 not oot;
Umesh Yadav 3/24). DC won by four wickets.

Badminton Asia C'ships: Sindhu, Chirag-Satwik
enter quarters; Saina, Srikanth bow out
Manila
(Philippines)|Agencies

A

ce Indian shuttler PV
Sindhu and the pair of
Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
advanced to the quarterfinals
of the 2022 Badminton Asia
Championships after winning their respective matches
but it was curtains for Saina
Nehwal and Kidambi
Srikanth, here on Thursday.
Former world champion
Sindhu overcame a stiff challenge from Jaslyn Hooi of
Singapore to reach the
women's singles quarterfinals. Ranked seventh in the
badminton world rankings,
Sindhu defeated the world
No 100 Singaporean 21-16,

21-16 in 42 minutes at the
Muntinlupa Sports Complex.
The fourth seeded Indian
will now face third seed He
Bing Jiao of China. The two
had faced each other in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics bronze

medal match, in which
Sindhu prevailed.
Meanwhile, India's top
men's doubles pair of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy also progressed
to the final eight. They beat

Japan's Akira Koga and Taichi
Saito 21-17, 21-15 in 43 minutes.
However, London 2012
bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal's women's singles
campaign ended in the
round of 16 with a 21-12, 721, 13-21 loss against China's
Wang Zhi Yi. World championship silver medallist
Kidambi Srikanth also went
down to China's Weng Hong
Yang 16-21, 21-17, 17-21 in a
men's singles second round
match that lasted an hour
and 17 minutes.
The mixed doubles pair of
Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Castro also lost 1821, 18-21 against Malaysia's
Tan Kian Meng and Lai Pei
Jing in a 30-minute clash.

Henderson hit a post with a crossshot and Mohamed Salah twice
missed the target before a thunderous Thiago Alcantara effort came
back off the crossbar.
If not dominant enough in the
opening period, the six-time winners went up a gear after the interval. Fabinho's header was ruled out
for an offside in the build-up, but
three minutes later the hosts were in
front when Henderson's cross ballooned into the net via a deflection
off Pervis Estupinan and a
Geronimo Rulli's fist.
Liverpool threatened to cut loose
when Mane latched on to Salah's
pass before poking past Rulli, but
Villarreal managed to limit the damage. Mane, whose combination with
Mohamed Salah looked back to its

Rome: Goalkeeper Ionut Radu
dashed Inter Milan's Serie A
title hopes, as his terrible mistake allowed Bologna to complete a 2-1 comeback victory in
a rescheduled match on
Wednesday.
The fixture should have taken
place in January, but was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A win would have seen
Inter Milan overtake AC Milan at
the top of the table.
Inter's regular goalkeeper Samir
Handanovic was injured, so
Radu stepped into the starting
line-up, which became the turning point of the match.
Marko Arnautovic's header canceled out Ivan Perisic's opener
for Inter, and dramatic scenes

best, had three efforts, Salah himself
had a couple while Luis Diaz cut in
from the left to blast a right-footed
effort at Geronimo Rulli who unconvincingly claimed at the second
attempt. Villarreal achieved what
they set out to achieve in the first
half - defend in numbers, slow the
pace down and frustrate Jurgen
Klopp's players. It worked a treat
until the visitors were hit by a quickfire double in the opening stages of

IWL: SETHU EDGE KICKSTART,
GRAB 4TH CONSECUTIVE WIN
Bhubaneswar: Sethu FC collected crucial three points
against Kickstart FC in their Hero Indian Women's League
2021-22 clash at the Capital Ground here on on Thursday.
Kioko Elizabeth Katungwa opened the scoring for the
Madurai-based side early in the 6th minute. The Kenyan
controlled a deflected cross perfectly inside the box and
fired in an unstoppable volley from close range to make it
1-0.
Elizabeth went on to double the lead for Sethu FC just
before half-time. The forward converted from the left side
of the post after Grace Lalrampari Hauhnar provided her
with a perfect assist.
Moments later, Kickstart pulled one back through
Kshetrimayum Margaret Devi. The skipper applied some
beautiful technique and struck the ball with her first touch
from distance. The Sethu goalkeeper could not judge the
awkward lift of the ball and it eventually landed into the
back of the net.
Kickstart maintained majority of the ball possession
throughout the game, but could not avert Sethu's relentless
waves of attack. The scoreline remained 2-1 until full time
in Sethu FC's favour as the side grabbed their fourth consecutive win of the IWL season.

I-LEAGUE

Indian Arrows fall to narrow defeat against Aizawl FC
Naihati|Agencies

A

izawl FC returned to winning ways after
they secured a narrow comeback victory
against Indian Arrows, here at the Naihati
Stadium. Arrows got their noses in front in the
first half before Aizawl restored parity just minutes later.Substitute David Zate bagged the winner 12 minutes from time to give his side all
three points.The game got off to a bright start as
Zahid Bukhari was tested two minutes into the
game by Dipanda Dicka, who was at the end of
a cross from Ramhlunchhunga. Bukhari did
really well to deny the Cameroonian and conceded a corner. Ramhlunchhunga turned into a
provider again as he lifted a good ball into the
box for Lalremsanga, who could not keep it on
target as the Arrows defence heaved a sigh of

Bengaluru to host Ranji Trophy
knockouts from June 4

Kalyani: Kenkre FC held Tiddim
Road Athletic Union (TRAU) to a
goalless draw in the Hero I-League
on Thursday at the Kalyani Stadium,
extending their unbeaten run to
three games.
TRAU were the better team, as they
controlled midfield play with 57 per
cent ball possession. They fired 19
shots, seven of which hit the target,
but it wasn't enough to break the
tie. Kenkre, on the other hand, fired
11 rounds, six of which hit the mark.

A

B

have to arrive with a negative
RT-PCR test, an ESPNcricinfo
report said.
Notably, the first phase of
the Ranji Trophy, which consisted of the league phase
and one pre-quarter final,
was held before the start of

IPL 2022. India's premier
first-class cricket tournament
was shelved in 2020-21
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. It was the first time
that Ranji Trophy was not
played since its inception in
the 1934-35 season.

the second half, putting Liverpool
firmly in the driving seat ahead of
the second leg in Spain. It will take
an astonishing comeback from the
Yellow Submarine to deny the Reds.
Under Unai Emery the visitors
had lost just one of 12 away games in
Europe, in stoppage time at Old
Trafford last September, and had
beaten Juventus and Bayern Munich
to reach their first Champions
League semifinal since 2006.

BCCI INVITES QUOTATIONS FOR
TITLE SPONSOR RIGHTS FOR
WOMEN'S T20 CHALLENGE 2022

Mumbai|Agencies

T

he Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
has announced the
release of Request for
Quotations for Title
Sponsorship Rights for
Womens T20 Challenge 2022.
"The detailed terms and
conditions governing the tender process including the
process for submissions of
quotes, rights and obligations, etc. are contained in
the 'Request for Quotation
(RFQ) which will be made
available on receipt of payment of a non-refundable fee
of INR 1,00,000 (Indian
Rupees One Lakh Only) plus
any applicable Goods and
Services Tax.
The procedure to procure
the RFQ documents is enlisted in Annexure A to this document. The RFQ will be available for purchase till May 4,
'022,' the BCCI said in a state-

ment on Thursday."
"Interested parties are
requested to email the details
of payment made for the purchase of the RFQ to
rfq@bcci.tv, as per the procedure laid down in Annexure
A. It is clarified that the RFQ
documents shall be shared
only upon the confirmation
of payment of the nonrefundable RFQ fee.
Any interested party wishing to submit a quote is
required to purchase the
RFQ. However, only those
satisfying the terms and conditions set out therein shall
be permitted to submit a
quote.
It is clarified that merely
purchasing the RFQ does not
entitle any person to submit
a quote, it said. "BCCI
reserves the right to cancel or
amend the RFQ process at
any stage in any manner
without providing any reason."

Leg-spinner Rashid Khan - far from his best with the ball
New Delhi|Agencies

New Delhi|Agencies

engaluru will host the
Ranji Trophy knockouts
from June 4, with the
final scheduled to be played
from June 20-24, in a biobubble.
Forty-one-time Ranji
champions Mumbai will face
Uttarakhand while Karnataka
will play against Uttar
Pradesh. On the other hand,
Bengal will face Jharkhand
and Punjab will run into
Madhya Pradesh in the other
two quarter-finals.
Both the semi-finals are
then scheduled for June 1216 following three days of
rest. It has been learnt there
will be no mandatory quarantine for the knockout
matches, but all teams will

STUBBORN KENKRE HOLD
TRAU TO GOALLESS DRAW

relief.Hitting the fifth minute mark, Willis Plaza
played a quick 1-2 with Dicka at the edge of the
box and found himself through on goal with just
the keeper to beat. The Trinidadian could not
place the ball away from the keeper as Bukhari
advanced and blocked the shot that came
straight at him. Indian Arrows tried to break the
deadlock moments after that but Vinay Harji's
shot was wayward.
The tempo of the game dropped drastically
after the initial attacks on both sides. Only a few
chances fell to both sets of attackers that were
not converted. Macarton Nickson came the
closest as his strike beat keeper Lalmuansanga
but hit the underside of the crossbar and stayed
out.Result: Indian Arrows 1 (L. Taison Singh
41') lose to Aizawl FC 2 (Dipanda Dicka 44',
David Zate 78')

occurred in the 81st minute,
when Radu prepared to gather
what looked like a simple throwin, but ended up sending the
ball towards his own net.
Bologna's Nicola Sansone was
on hand to tap in from close
range, reports Xinhua.
In a desperate bid for a win,
Inter threw caution to the wind
and poured forward, but to no
avail.
With the defeat, Inter remain
second with 72 points, two
points off AC Milan.
In other rescheduled fixtures,
Udinese sailed away with a 4-0
victory over Fiorentina, while
Atalanta and Torino played out a
4-4 thriller with both sides converting two penalties.

fghanistan spinner Rashid
Khan, who is representing
Gujarat Titans in the IPL 2022,
has taken up his batting to the next
level and won many matches for his
team but he has been far from his
best in the bowling department,
which is his forte.
The 23-year-old has played matchwinning knocks for Gujarat against
CSK (40 off 21) and SRH (31 not out
off 11) under tremendous pressure
situations. However, the Hardik
Pandya-led side would want more
from Rashid in bowling. The premier
leg-spinner has picked only 8 wickets
in 8 matches with an economy of 7.09
in the ongoing IPL season so far.
Rashid Khan had an evening to forget against his former franchise
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Wednesday
as he leaked 45 runs off his 4 overs -

his third-worst figures in the history
of the IPL. Taking advantage of playing him in the nets over the years, his
former teammate Abhishek was able
to pick up Rashid's googlies and the
left-hander smashed the spinner for
three monstrous sixes during his brilliant innings.
The Afghan cricketer also admitted
that he hasn't bowled well during this
IPL season.
"I have bowled 4-5 bad deliveries
which have been punished and that is
something I had in my mind, you
can't miss your line and length on a
wicket like this. It was a good wicket
to bat on, but still we did well to
restrict them to 196," said Rashid after
the game against SRH.
"As I said, I haven't bowled as well
as I would have liked, this is good for
my learning and I will try my best not
to repeat in the next games," he
added.
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ADIVI SESH AND
AKSHAY KUMAR'S
UPCOMINGS TO
LOCK HORNS AT
BOX OFFICE

WHO, AND WHAT, MATTERS
IN LIFE?: KAJAL PISAL
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Kajal Pisal, currently seen in TV show 'Sirf Tum',
feels difficult times make us perfect. She says: "Going
through difficult times leaves us with a lasting impresTeam Absolute|Mumbai
sion. They alter us and change the way we view our lives. We
to avoid a collision with Venkatesh
actually learn who and what matters in our life and undoubtand Varun Tej's upcoming film 'F3'.
edly we have a greater appreciation for them. Such experiences
fter several delays, actor Adivi
Adivi announced via Twitter:
makes us more perfect in life." The actress reveals after survivSesh's film 'Major' is due to
"Date has been changed somewhat.
ing ups and down in life. She has more gratitude towards life.
release on June 3 and will com- A WEEK LATER, THE SUMMER
She continues: "Surviving hardship gives us a broader perpete at the box office with Akshay
HEAT WAVE is released in theatres.
spective on what hardship really is. You will look back on the
Kumar's historical drama 'Prithviraj.'
3rd of June" 'Major' is now scheduled
things you use to complain about and be thankful they are
The film 'Major,' which celebrates
to compete with 'Prithviraj,' a historiyour only worries. After we have survived a difficult time, we
cal period drama that will be
Sandeep Unnikrishnan's energy and
are given a deep gratitude for our life."
recounts his life's various phases, was released on June 3rd.
The actress feel she is lucky to have lights in her real life from
The Akshay Kumar-starrer
set to premiere in theatres on May
her charecters and situation she acts onscreen.
has
27. The directors, on the other hand,
She adds: "Going through difficult times happens. To find
appear to be trying
the light, I make sure to have learning while acting for the
tracks in our TV shows, we go through the darkness
and as an actor I enjoy the
opportunity to take a deep
learning from my onscreen
orts
charecters or tracks. And
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also been rescheduled multiple
times. It was originally set to be
released on January 21 but was postponed because of the country's
Omicron-fueled Covid-19 wave. The
film's producers later announced a
new release date of June 10th. The
makers of 'Prithviraj' finally settled
on June 3 as the release date.

Mrunal
Thakur

Team Absolute|Mumbai

amir Khan finally revealed his 'Kahani' on Thursday, after making the audience go
crazy with his curiosity-inducing videos. The first song from his upcoming film
'Laal Singh Chaddha,' in which he co-stars with Kareena Kapoor
Khan, is titled 'Kahani.' Pritam is the sole composer for the
complete album of 'Laal Singh Chaddha,'
with lyrics written by
Amitabh
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Bhattacharya. The
song was sung by Mohan Kannan
and was composed by Pritam. The song captures
the essence of the film and, in essence, introduces the viewer to

it.
Talking about the same, Aamir said, "I truly believe that the songs in 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' are the soul of the film and this album has some of my career's best songs. It
was a very intentional decision to put Pritam, Amitabh, the singers, and technicians in
the spotlight because not only do they deserve to be center stage but also the music
deserves its due credit. I can't wait to see how audiences react to the music that the team
has poured their heart and soul into."
'Laal Singh Chaddha,' starring Aamir Khan, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Mona Singh, and Chaitanya Akkineni, is an Indian remake of Eric
Roth's original screenplay for Tom Hanks' 1994 Hollywood success, 'Forrest Gump.' Atul Kulkarni adapted the screenplay for the Indian market, and the film is directed by Advait Chandan, who previously helmed 'Secret Superstar.'

Ajay Devgn Vs Sudeep Kichcha fight over
Hindi language; Bollywood celebs REACT
Team Absolute|Mumbai

jay Devgn tweeted to Keecha
about his opinion of Hindi is no
more a national language and
said, My brother, if according to you
Hindi is not our national language
then why do you release your movies
in your mother tongue by dubbing
them in Hindi? Hindi was, is and
always will be our mother tongue and
national language. Jan Gan Man. The
actor wrote this tweet in Hindi. While
Sudeep clarified and made it clear
what was his context. And sir, I did
understand the text you sent in Hindi.
That's only because we all have
respected, loved and learnt Hindi. No
offense sir, but was wondering what'd
the situation be if my response was
typed in Kannada!! Don't we too
belong to India, sir?" While Ajay
accepted there was some misunderstanding and things look sorted
between both the actors. Sonu Sood
also shares his opinion on this debate
over the Hindi language. Sonu Sood
has been an integral part of both
industries said, I don't think Hindi can
be called just the national language.
India has one language, which is
entertainment. It doesn't matter which
industry you belong to. If you entertain people, they will love you, honour
you and accept you.

A

CHHAVI MITTAL: LOVE IS
HELPING ME TO RECOVER
FROM CANCER SURGERY

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Chhavi Mittal in a social media
post revealed no painkiller is helping her
after her breast cancer surgery. The
actress underwent surgery on April 25.
Sharing a note with her picture on
Instagram, Chhavi revealed that she has had
surgeries and injuries in the past that led her to
suffer a lot of pain but eventually it's about
healing which
takes its own time.
But how currently
no painkiller is
helping her.
She wrote, "It's
amazing how
quickly we forget
pain. The pain I
felt after the C section, or the one I
had after an ovarian surgery years
ago.. or the excruciating pain of my
back injury which
also healed. I'm
holding on to that
feeling of forgetting the pain, to
focus on the time
that'll come after a few days.. coz right now
there's so much pain that no amount of pain
killer is helping." She continued adding that
visitors and the outpouring of love on social
media was helping her.
Considering she was caught dancing prior to
her surgery, she wrote humorously: "I've been
strictly instructed by my surgeons to not post
any dance reels? but not that I can rn,"
Chhavi's breast cancer surgery lasted for 6
hours but the actress shared in a post that she
is relieved that the worst is over and the road to
recovery has begun. She has been creating
breast cancer awareness sharing her experiences of going through several tests and procedures after being diagnosed with breast cancer.
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Tara Sutaria
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