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ACROSS THE COUNTRY, 17,914 CHILDREN LIVE ON THE STREETS, MAHA TOPS: CHILD PROTECTION COMMISSION

Team Absolute|New Delhi

According to the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR),
the Supreme Court was
informed that there are

17,914 street children across the
country. The commission also said
that Maharashtra has the highest
number of children living on the
streets. According to the affidavit filed
by the commission in the Supreme
Court on Monday, 17,914 children
live on the streets, out of which 9,530
children live on the streets with their
families, 834 children live alone on
the streets and 7,550 children live on
the streets during the day but at night.
I go back to slum dwelling families.
Out of these 17,914 children, 10,359
are boys and 7,554 are girls. 

The NCPCR has filed its compli-
ance affidavit in response to the
Supreme Court's order on January 17
last year in respect of a suo moto cog-
nizance petition filed on the condi-

tion of street children.
The commission has said that

street children are most commonly
found at religious places, traffic sig-
nals, industrial areas, railway stations,
bus stations and tourist places.

The NCPCR has also identified 51
religious places in 17 states where
child beggars, child labor as well as
child abuse are more prevalent.

The commission has already start-
ed third party audit of these places
and the study of 27 religious places
has already been completed.

With a large number of children in
different age groups living on the
streets, this number decreases among
the age groups of 14-18 years. The
commission has said that this decline
in numbers should be investigated to

find out whether these children are
being trafficked in the illegal trade.

The Commission has further
observed that the Child and
Adolescent Labor Rehabilitation
Fund as mandated by law has not
been created in most of the states.

The top court reiterated that the
authorities concerned will have to
update the required material on the
web portal of the National
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) without any lapse.

The court said that saving children
should not be a temporary act and
their rehabilitation should be
ensured.

The top court directed the states
and union territories to extend full
cooperation to the NCPCR.

SEPARATED BY AGE, IT WAS
FOUND THAT THE LARGEST
GROUP OF CHILDREN LIVING
ON THE STREETS ARE 7,522
CHILDREN IN THE AGE GROUP
OF 8-13 YEARS, FOLLOWED BY
3,954 CHILDREN IN THE AGE
GROUP OF 4-7 YEARS.

THE DATA SHOWS THAT
MAHARASHTRA HAS THE
LARGEST NUMBER OF STREET
CHILDREN AT 4,952, FOL-
LOWED BY GUJARAT AT 1,990,
TAMIL NADU AT 1,703, DELHI
AT 1,653 AND MADHYA
PRADESH AT 1,492. BUT
UTTAR PRADESH HAS THE
HIGHEST NUMBER OF CHIL-
DREN LIVING ALONE ON THE
STREETS AT 270.

THIS LATEST DATA WAS COM-
PILED BY THE STATES TILL
FEBRUARY 15 AND UPLOADED
ON THE 'BAL SWARAJ' POR-
TAL MAINTAINED BY THE
COMMISSION. THIS FIGURE
DOES NOT INCLUDE THE 2
LAKH CHILDREN WHO WERE
EARLIER COMPILED FOR THE
NCPCR BY THE 'SAVE THE
CHILDREN' ORGANIZATION.

DESTITUTE CHILDHOOD
The Supreme Court on Monday directed states and union territories to implement suggestions for
framing rehabilitation policy for street children and said that these suggestions should not remain

on paper only. Justice L. A bench of Nageswara Rao and Justice BR Gavai said that so far only
17,914 street children have been made available, while their estimated number is 15-20 lakh. 

CBSE exams for Class 10, 12 will

be conducted offline

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
junked a plea seeking cancellation
of physical exams for Class 10 and

12 scheduled to be conducted by all
state boards, CBSE, ICSE, and NIOS.

A bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar observed that such petition

creates "false hope" and "confusion" all
over.  The plea has sought directions to
the CBSE and other education boards,
which have proposed to hold board
examinations for classes 10 and 12 in
offline mode, for devising other modes
of assessment. The plea filed by the
class 10 and 12 students of over 15
states sought an alternative assessment
method for the upcoming board exams.

Last year, almost all state and central

education boards, including the CBSE
and the CISCE had to cancel Class 10
and Class 12 final exams due to the sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 and follow
alternative methods of evaluation.
However, CBSE, CISCE and some other
state boards have decided to go with a
two term board exam system for 
2021-22.

First serving Maha Minister
arrested in money laundering case 
A special court in Mumbai on Wednesday remanded
Maharashtra Minority Affairs Minister Nawab Malik to
the custody of Enforcement Directorate till March 3 in a
money-laundering probe linked to the activities of fugi-
tive gangster Dawood Ibrahim and his aides.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a massive jolt to Maharashtra's Maha
Vikas Aghadi government, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday arrested serving Minister
Nawab Malik in connection with an alleged
money-laundering case linked with a shady
land deal case.

In the arrest order, ED Assistant Director
Niraj Kumar said the agency had "reason to
believe" that Nawab Malik "has been found
to be guilty of an offence punishable under
the provisions of PMLA Act", and accord-
ingly placed him under arrest at around 2
p.m.

Shortly after the formal arrest, Malik was
whisked off by an ED team for a medical
check-up at the Sir J.J. Hospital, and pro-
duced before the designated Special PMLA
Court later this afternoon.

The fast-paced developments started
with an ED team, accompanied by Central
Industrial Security Force personnel, knock-
ing at Malik's home around 4.30 a.m and
taking him away a couple of hours later for
questioning in the 17-year-old Kurla land
deal having a mafia taint, with an alleged
money-laundering angle emerging from it.

The ED had summoned teams of the
CISF and Mumbai Police security for the
arrest even as a large number of Nationalist
Congress Party workers staged a noisy
protest outside the agency's office since

morning to protest the proceedings against
Malik.

Malik, 62, becomes the first sitting minis-
ter and second senior NCP leader to be
arrested by the ED after former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh on November 2,
2021 in alleged corruption and money-
laundering cases.

AS HE WAS ESCORTED OUT OF THE
ED OFFICE BY POLICE AND ED
SLEUTHS, A GRINNING MALIK SPORT-
ING A WHITE KURTA-PYJAMA, WAS
SEEN RAISING A FIST IN THE AIR, AND
DECLARING: "JHUKENGE NAHIN,
LADENGE AUR JEETENGE (WILL NOT
SUCCUMB, WILL FIGHT AND WIN)" TO
HIS SUPPORTERS AS HE WAS MADE
TO SIT IN A VEHICLE.

SANJAY RAUT ON

WARPATH 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Shiv Sena today
ripped into the BJP-led Central
government over the arrest of a
second minister of the
Maharashtra government, saying
they got stabbed in the back by
forces who could not take them
on in a fair fight. In a tweet, senior
Sena leader Sanjay Raut cited
Afzal Khan, the rival of
Maharashtra's hugely venerated
figure Chhatrapati Shivaji. In the
same tweet, he added Kansa and
Ravana, the arch villains of
mythology, with a parting shot,
"This is Hinduism".

THE CENTRAL BOARD OF
SECONDARY EDUCATION (CBSE)
HAS ANNOUNCED THE DATES
FOR CLASS 10 AND 12 TERM 2
EXAMS. THE TERM 2 EXAMS
WILL BE HELD FROM APRIL 26.
MEANWHILE, THE COUNCIL FOR
THE INDIAN SCHOOL
CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS
(CISCE) IS LIKELY TO CONDUCT
THE ICSE CLASS 10 AND ISC
CLASS 12 EXAM IN THE LAST
WEEK OF APRIL. THE DETAILED
TIME TABLE, CISCE IN A STATE-
MENT HAS SAID, WILL BE
RELEASED SHORTLY.

"This creates not only
false hopes, it creates
confusion all over to
students who are
preparing. Let the stu-
dents do their job and
let the authorities do
their jobs." 

Supreme Court 

RS 18,000 CR RETURNED TO BANKS FROM
MALLYA, NIRAV & CHOKSI: CENTRE TO SC
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Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta on
Wednesday informed

the Supreme Court that Rs
18,000 crore have been
returned to the banks in
the case of Vijay Mallya,
Nirav Modi, and Mehul Choksi.

Mehta, representing the Centre,
submitted before a bench headed by
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar that the total
proceeds of crimes in the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
cases pending before the top court
amounts to Rs 67,000 crore.

He further added that as on date
4,700 cases are being investigated by
the Directorate of Enforcement and
the number of the cases taken up for
investigation each year in the last 5
years varies from 111 cases in 2015-
16 to 981 in 2020-21. Mehta submit-
ted before the bench that Rs 18,000
crore have been returned to the
banks in the case of Vijay Mallya,
Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi.

The top court
is hearing a
clutch of peti-
tions, challeng-
ing the wide
scope of powers

available to the directorate of
enforcement (ED) for search, seizure,
investigation, and attachment of pro-
ceeds of crime under the law.

Over the past few weeks, a battery
of senior advocates, including Kapil
Sibal, Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Mukul
Rohatgi, Sidharth Luthra, Amit Desai,
and others have made submissions
before the top court on various
aspects related to potential misuse of
PMLA provisions introduced by way
of amendments to the Act.

CONSUMER COURT
VACANCIES: SC
IMPOSES FINE ON
STATE GOVTS
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday imposed fine on various state
governments for non-compliance of its
order to fill up vacancies in district and
state consumer commissions.

Sending a strong message to the state
governments, a bench comprising Justices
S.K. Kaul and M.M. Sundresh said the
states have to pay a fine for non-compli-
ance of its order and also delay in filing the
affidavit. The bench said this is the only
language the state governments will under-
stand, as it imposed a fine on states, which
did not comply with its order to fill up
vacancies in district and state consumer
commissions.

In November last year, the top court said
it is not inclined to waste judicial time over
parties defaulting in the matter and warned
the state governments that it would impose
a cost of Rs one to two lakh for recovery
from the officers concerned.

EU SET TO ANNOUNCE WIDE-RANGING SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Russias Defence Minister,
Sergei Shoigu, the command-
ers-in-chief of the Russian Air

Force and Black Sea Fleet, leading
state "propagandists" and 351
Duma deputies are expected to be
targeted in EU sanctions to be
announced later on Wednesday,
The Guardian reported.

The measures, which need to be
signed by EU foreign ministers,
would go further than those
announced by the US and a signifi-
cant distance beyond Boris
Johnson's Russia sanctions, the
report said.

If approved, the EU will impose
asset freezes and travel bans on 23
people, three banks and a notorious
internet "troll factory" in St
Petersburg, in response to Russian
President Vladimir Putin's decision

to recognise the self-proclaimed
republics in Donetsk and Luhansk
as independent states.

The bloc is also expected to sanc-
tion 351 members of the Russian
state Duma that voted for recogni-
tion of the two territories, The
Guardian reported.

The Russian government will also
see further restrictions on its ability
to raise money on EU financial mar-
kets. EU officials are drawing up
measures to ban trade between the
two Russian-controlled territories in
eastern Ukraine, mirroring earlier
sanctions on Crimea in 2014.

BIDEN IMPOSES SANCTIONS 
Washington: In response to
Russia declaring the two rebel
regions of Ukraine as inde-
pendent states, US President
Joe Biden has imposed tough
new sanctions on Moscow in
the wake of what he called
"the beginning of a Russian
invasion" of Kiev. The sanc-
tions have been imposed on
two large Russian financial
institutions: V.E.B. and their
military bank, as well as on
Russian sovereign debt, which
according to Biden is to "cut
off Russia's government from
Western financing".  "And
because of Russia's actions,
we've worked with Germany to
ensure Nord Stream 2 will not -

as I promised - will not move
forward," he noted. The Nord
Stream 2 pipeline is expected
to transport 55 billion cubic
metres of natural gas annually
from Russia to Germany
through the Baltic Sea. The
1,234-km pipeline, however,
has been lying idle, pending a
go-ahead from Germany and
the European Union. In
response to Russia's stance on
not withdrawing its forces
from Belarus, Biden also autho-
rised additional movements of
American forces and equip-
ment already stationed in
Europe to "strengthen our
Baltic Allies - Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania".

Hijab row: Follow prescribed uniform
till final verdict: K'taka HC 

Bengaluru|Agencies

The Karnataka High
Court bench, hearing
the hijab matter, on

Wednesday, made it clear
that the students should
wear uniform prescribed by
the schools and colleges
until the final verdict in the
case. Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, who heads the
three-judge bench, reiterat-
ed: "We are making it very
clear that whether a degree
or PU College, if uniform is
prescribed, that has to be fol-
lowed until the verdict."

Counsel, appearing for the
students, said that the stu-
dents are being sent out of
institutions, citing the inter-
im order, and teachers who
are wearing head scarves are

also being turned away and
demanded that they should
be heard on the issue.

However, Advocate
General Prabhuling Navadgi
submitted that the prayer of
the petitioner has already
been addressed and yet
another petition is being
filed in this regard.

The special bench is hear-
ing the matter on a day-to-
today basis and has asked all
counsel to complete their
submissions by this week-
end.
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After fintech platform BharatPe
sacked Madhuri Jain Grover,
the wife of its co-founder and

Managing Director Ashneer Grover,
for alleged financial irregularities
during her tenure, she posted an
audio clip on her Twitter account
where her husband and another co-
founder Bhavik Koladiya are
allegedly heard in a heated conver-
sation.

The audio clip that ended in
Koladiya allegedly using abusive
language against Grover as their
meeting plans to discuss and find a
way through the entire saga did not
turn out well.

While Koladiya wanted Grover to
come and meet him and Chairman
of the Board of Directors, Rajnish
Kumar, at a five-star hotel or a
famous mall in Gurugram, he insist-
ed on meeting them at his
Panchsheel Park (New Delhi) home.

The whole conversation went
sour when Grover alleged that
Koladiya was leaking confidential
internal governance review findings
to the media.

Koladiya then ended up allegedly

using some abusive words against
him, according to the audio clip,
ending the conversation abruptly.

Koladiya was yet to react on the
audio clip or about its authenticity.

Ironically, Grover also faced a
controversy for allegedly using inap-
propriate language against Kotak

Mahindra Bank's staff, and took vol-
untary leave till March-end.

In a latest letter sent to the com-
pany addressing Kumar and
Koladiya, Grover had alleged that
the internal governance review was
biased. The company responded to
his letter, saying: "You have been

indulging in spreading false and
accusatory information about the
senior management of the company
to the family members and/or
spouses of the said members of the
senior management. Such abhor-
rent conduct on your part is com-
pletely unwarranted, and the com-
pany takes strong objection to the
same."

Earlier in the day, BharatPe ter-
minated the services of Madhuri
Jain, head of controls.

The internal probe found misap-
propriation of funds during her time
at the fintech platform.

"We can confirm that the services
of Madhuri Jain Grover have been
terminated in accordance with the
terms of her employment agree-
ment," the company said in a state-
ment.

Alvarez and Marsal, a leading
management consultant and risk
advisory firm, is set to submit its
report into financial irregularities at
the firm during Grovers' time some
time next week.

Global audit firm PwC was also
roped in auditing the functioning of
the fintech platform during the
Grovers' tenure.

BHARATPE SACKS ASHNEER GROVER'S WIFE

OVER 'MISAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS'
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The fourth phase of
Assembly elections in
Uttar Pradesh on

Wednesday witnessed a voter
turnout of 57.83 per cent,
according to the data
released by the Election
Commission.

Giving a district-wise
break-up, the Election
Commission said that Banda

district registered 57.48 per
cent polling, Fatehpur 57.38
per cent, Hardoi 56.51 per
cent, Kheri 62.74 per cent,
Lucknow 54.98 per cent,
Pilibhit 61.42 per cent, Rae
Bareli 60.22 per cent, Sitapur
58.30 per cent while Unnao
registered a voter turnout of
54.12 per cent.

A total of 2.13 crore voters,
including 1.14 crore males,
99.3 lakh females and 966

transgenders, exercised their
franchise in the Phase IV of
the polling for Uttar Pradesh
Assembly across 59 seats
spread over nine districts.

There are 624 candidates
in the fray in this phase.
Elections were held in 24,643
polling booths and 13,817
polling stations with a maxi-
mum of 1,250 voters per
booth, the Election
Commission data said.

57.83% voter turnout in fourth
phase of UP Assembly polls
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The Special cell of Delhi Police has busted
an inter-continental syndicate of cocaine
traffickers operating in a highly organized

manner and recovered a massive 1,850 grams
of contraband valued at approximately Rs 10
crore in the international market.

Two women -- Maurey Erna Gangadien
(45), a resident of Suriname, South America
and Namubiru Janat (35), a resident of Navi
Mumbai, and a native of Uganda were arrested
in this connection.

Furnishing details, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Counter Intelligence, Special Cell)
Manishi Chandra said, the syndicate was being
operated by its key players based in South
America with nodes in Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad and Delhi.

"The contraband was being clandestinely
smuggled into India by smartly packing in
ladies' purses & cosmetic articles for the last

several months," DCP Chandra said.
According to officials, the Counter

Intelligence Unit of Special Cell has been
developing intelligence on various cocaine-
specific cartels operating in India. Amidst con-
tinuous intel-operation, a specific input was
received on February 14 regarding movements
of a foreign national lady into Delhi who was
informed to have brought in significant quanti-
ties of cocaine from abroad.

Major cocaine cartel busted in
Delhi, drugs of Rs 10 cr seized
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The Congress on Wednesday alleged that
coal meant for Small and Medium
Industries was sold to industries of other

states and a scam of Rs 6,000 crore has come
to light in Gujarat.

The party demanded a time-bound investi-
gation.

It raised questions, whether it was coinci-
dence that three chief ministers -- Narendra
Modi (CM of Gujarat from 2001 to 2014) was
also holding the charge of Industry, Mines
and Minerals Department from December
2007 to December 2012), Vijay Rupani
(August 2016 to September 2021) and
Bhupendra Patel (September 2021 till date) --
kept the Industry, Mines and Minerals
Department with them.

Addressing a press conference here,
Congress spokesperson Gaurav Vallabh said,
"Coal extracted from mines of Coal India did
not reach the industries for which it was
extracted."

"In the last 14 years, 60 lakh tonnes of coal
have been sent from the mines of Coal India
in the name of traders and small industries of
Gujarat. It's average price is Rs 1,800 crore at
Rs 3,000 per tonne, but instead of selling it to
traders and industries, it has been sold in
other states at a price of Rs 8,000 to
10,000/tonne." The Congress said that the

UPA government had formulated a policy in
2007 to provide good quality coal at affordable
rates to the small industries across the coun-
try. Under this policy, coal was extracted
every month from the West Coal Field and
South-East Coal Field of Coal India for Small
and Medium Industries of Gujarat. Vallabh
said, "The Gujarat government had to send all
the information, including the list of benefici-
ary industries of coal, the quantity of coal
required, from which agency the coal will be
sent to Coal India. Along with this, the Gujarat
government also has to send a list of State
Nominated Agency (SNA). SNA means the
agency declared by the state government,
which is authorised to take coal from Coal
India to the state's beneficiaries, small scale
industries, small traders.

Coal scam of Rs 6,000 Cr in last
14 years in Gujarat: Cong

BJP WOMAN LEADER, WHO 
SUPPORTED GODSE, WINS FROM
CHENNAI CORPORATION SEAT

Chennai: BJP woman leader Uma
Anandan, who had courted controversy
over supporting Mahatma Gandhi's assas-
sin Nathuram Godse, has won the Tamil
Nadu Urban body polls from ward 134 in
West Mambalam constituency of Greater
Chennai Corporation by a margin of 2,036
votes.

Uma had courted controversy during an
interview in a Tamil YouTube channel last
year in which she said that she was proud
of Nathuram Vinayak Godse as a Hindu
and that she does not regret supporting
him. She also said, "In fact, he killed the
Mahatma quite late."

After Uma won the elections, her old
interview about Godse was widely shared
on social media and when mediapersons
asked her about it, she refrained from
answering.

She promised to be with the public and
soon find a solution to floods in the West
Mambalam area, her constituency. She
said that the floods have led to displace-
ment of several senior citizens from their
flats, while many have locked their flats
and left.
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The Supreme Court has
observed that indefinite
adjournment in a matter relat-

ing to anticipatory bail, that too after
admitting it, is detrimental to the
"valuable right" of a person.

A bench headed by Chief Justice
N.V. Ramana and comprising Justices
A.S. Bopanna and Hima Kohli said:
"When an application for anticipato-
ry bail was listed before the learned
Single Judge, which was also accom-
panied by an application for ad-
interim relief, the learned Judge
should have decided the same one
way or the other, so far as the ad-
interim prayer or should have taken
up for consideration after giving
some reasonable time to the state."

It added that even if admitted, the
judge should have listed the same
for final disposal on a specific date,
keeping in view the nature of relief
sought in the matter.

"Not giving any specific date, par-
ticularly in a matter relating to antic-
ipatory bail, is not a procedure

which can be countenanced. We are
of the considered view that this type
of indefinite adjournment in a mat-
ter relating to anticipatory bail, that
too after admitting it, is detrimental
to the valuable right of a person," it
held.The top court, however, made it
clear it is not going into the merits of

the matter.
"When a person is before the court

and that too in a matter involving
personal liberty, least what is expect-
ed is for such a person to be given
the result one way or the other,
based on the merit of his case and
not push him to a position of uncer-

tainty or be condemned without
being heard, when it matters," it
said.

The top court's February 21 order
came on plea filed by Rajesh Seth
citing delay by Chhattisgarh High
Court in deciding his pre-arrest bail
plea.

Indefinite adjournment in pre-arrest
bail matter detrimental to rights: SC

MAJOR SNOWFALL DISRUPTS
LIFE ACROSS KASHMIR

Srinagar: Widespread snow-
fall across Kashmir on
Wednesday disrupted normal
life as flight operations, surface
transport and routine activities
of life came to a grinding halt in
Kashmir. It has been continuously snowing in the
entire Valley since early morning and around 5 inch-
es of snow has accumulated on the ground in
Srinagar city.For the over 1.2 million residents of
Srinagar city, Wednesday's is the first major snowfall
of this winter.

Flight operations from Srinagar International
Airport have been delayed as visibility at the runway
has dropped to less than 500 metres.

Train services from Banihal to Baramulla have
been suspended for the day while multiple land-
slides at different places have blocked the Srinagar-
Jammu national highway.All professional and other
exams scheduled for Wednesday have been post-
poned by Kashmir University.

BHUBANESWAR | Agencies

The Odisha police have
arrested the sister of fake
doctor Ramesh Chandra

Swain for her alleged involve-
ment in his multiple marriages,
an official said here on
Wednesday.

Ramesh by introducing him-
self as a doctor, a senior officer
of the Ministry of Health and
the Medical Council of India,
had married at least 18 women
from different states and duped
them of lakhs of rupees. He was
arrested by the Odisha police
on February 14.

During investigations, the
police found that Ramesh's sis-
ter had helped him in marrying
multiple women, said

Bhubaneswar DCP,
Umashankar Dash.

"We arranged video confer-
ence call of a few complainants
with Ramesh's sister, during
which they confirmed her
involvement. The lady
(Ramesh's sister) had helped
Ramesh to reinforce his fake
identity while marrying the
women," Dash said.

She had also remained pres-
ent during the marriages of
Ramesh. So, we have asked the
complaints to give details of the
valuables and other items gifted
to Ramesh's sister during mar-
riage, he said. The police will
produce the woman in court on
Wednesday and will seek her
remand to know about her role
in other fraudulent activities of
Ramesh, the DCP informed.

Suspecting the involvement
of the husband of Ramesh's sis-
ter, the police had called him for
questioning. However, he has
absconded.The police have
received several complaints
from the people of West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha,
who have been cheated by
Ramesh.

Odisha police arrests sister of fake
doctor, who married 18 women

2 Lashkar OGWs arrested in Kashmir
Srinagar: Two Over

Ground Workers
(OGWs) of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba were
arrested along with
arms and ammunition
from Jammu and
Kashmir's Shopian
district, officials said
on Wednesday.

"On the intervening
night of February 22-
23, based on specific
intelligence of pres-
ence of war-like stores
in Villages Awaneera
and Shed Chak of
Shopian district, Army
and Jammu and
Kashmir Police apprehended two hardcore terrorist associ-
ates/OGWs affiliated with LeT in a deliberately planned and
swiftly executed joint operation," the army said. The two
OGWs have been identified as Amir Amin alias Umar and
Aqib Mustaq Lone, both residents of Awaneera-Shed Chak
area.The army said that based on detailed investigation and
questioning by the police, an AK rifle and a magazine with
24 rounds of A "The recovery of the weapon and other war-
like stores came as a follow up of a joint operation in village
Cherymarg on 19 February, in which hardcore LeT terrorist
Md Qayoom Dar of Pulwama was eliminated," it said.

HYDERABAD | Agencies

Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Wednesday vowed to put

the country on the right track and
said he was even ready to sacri-
fice his life for the purpose.

The Chief Minister, who is
leading the efforts to cobble
together an anti-BJP alliance, reit-
erated his national ambitions
while inaugurating Mallanna
Sagar, India's largest man-made
reservoir, in the state's Siddipet
district.

"Come what may, to put the
country on the right track, if need
be, I will sacrifice my last drop of
blood. I will set right the country
and will march forward," he told
a public meeting.

The Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) chief voiced concern over
the country losing its way and
remarked that an "evil system" is
prevailing. "Disgusting things are
happening. Havoc is being creat-
ed in the name of religion and

caste," he said and cited the cur-
rent situation in neighbouring
Karnataka.KCR, as Rao is popu-
larly known, said some people
including IAS officers shared with
him how their children studying
in Bengaluru were scared to go to
schools and colleges due to the
situation created there in the
name of religion.

The TRS chief said that the
image of Bangalore known as
Silicon Valley of India took a beat-
ing due to the "hate" being spread
at educational institutions.
Pointing out that Hyderabad is
next only to Bengaluru in terms of
IT exports and was attracting
huge investments, he cautioned
people against the path being fol-

lowed by the neighbouring state.
KCR termed communalism a

cancer and called for rooting it
out. "This evil posed a threat to
the country. We should not allow
this cancer to spread. We should
throw it out of the country," he
said.

KCR vows to put India on right track
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'MALIK HAS ALLEGED LINKS WITH
UNDERWORLD MONEY TRAIL'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has claimed that it has
established money trail in a
PMLA case involving
Underworld Don Dawood

Ibrahim and others to Nawab Malik,
the Maharashtra Minister who was
arrested on Wednesday, sources said.

ED sources have also claimed that
they have found details of benami
investments of Nawab Malik in few
real estate projects. The ED said it will
seek custody of Malik on these
grounds.

Malik was reportedly summoned
on the basis of statement recorded
from Dawood's brother Iqbal Kaskar.
The statement from Kaskar referred
to some land dealings, as a result of
which summons were issued to him,

sources said. The ED on Friday had
arrested Dawood's brother Iqbal
Kaskar. Kaskar is in ED's custody till
February 24. The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) arrested
Maharashtra Minister Nawab Malik

after he was grilled for nearly 8 hours
in an alleged shady land deal case.

The development came as a major
jolt to the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) as Malik is the first serving
Cabinet Minister to be arrested in this

manner, sending shockwaves in polit-
ical circles. Shortly after 3 pm, Malik
was whisked off by the ED to a gov-
ernment hospital for a medical
check-up at the Sir JJ Hospital.

An ED team had visited Malik's
home around 5 a.m. and took him
away for questioning in the Kurla
land deal allegedly having a mafia
taint.

The ED had summoned teams of
the CISF and Mumbai Police security
for the arrest even as a large number
of Nationalist Congress Party workers
staged a noisy protest outside the
agency's office since morning.

Malik becomes the first sitting min-
ister and a second senior NCP leader
after the former Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh was arrested by ED on
November 2, 2021 in alleged corrup-
tion and money-laundering cases.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has claimed that it has established money trail
in a PMLA case involving Underworld Don Dawood Ibrahim and others to Nawab
Malik, the Maharashtra Minister who was arrested on Wednesday, sources said.

WHY WAS MALIK ARRESTED? 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Nawab Malik, the sec-
ond Maharashtra
Minister to be arrest-

ed by a central probe agency
in four months, faces charges
related to a land deal involv-
ing terrorist Dawood
Ibrahim. The Enforcement
Directorate is investigating
money-laundering linked to
the underworld and had
recently carried out multiple
raids besides filing cases
against the underworld.
Iqbal Kaskar, Dawood
Ibrahim's brother, was arrest-
ed in the case last week.
Some evidence showed
transactions between Nawab
Malik and associates of
Dawood Ibrahim, said
Enforcement Directorate
sources. The agency first
searched Nawab Malik
briefly before taking him to
its south Mumbai office. The
minister was arrested after
five hours of questioning.
"He gave evasive replies and

did not cooperate with us,"
said an official. Sources also
said Nawab Malik was grilled
over alleged transactions
with Dawood Ibrahim's asso-
ciates and land deals. Some
evidence related to the prop-
erty bought by Nawab Malik
surfaced during the investi-
gation, officials said. Nawab
Malik, a five-time MLA, is
the national spokesperson of
Sharad Pawar's Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), which
is a part of Maharashtra's
Shiv Sena-led government.
He is the minister in charge
of minority affairs. He is
among the most vocal critics

of the BJP and in recent
months, became the face of
the opposition's allegations
at the Centre over the drugs
arrest of megastar Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan Khan by
the Narcotics Control
Bureau.

Reacting to the
Enforcement Directorate's
move, Sharad Pawar said,
"Which case have they dug
up? It is simple. They take
the name of Dawood, espe-
cially if there is a Muslim
activist (against whom a case
is dug up)...There is no rela-
tion (between the activist
concerned and underworld),
but it is done." Last week, the
Enforcement Directorate had
conducted raids at the home
of Dawood Ibrahim's sister
Haseena Parkar in Mumbai
in the money laundering
case. The agency had also
questioned Dawood's
nephew and Parkar's son
Alishah Parkar and Chota
Shakeel's henchman, Salim
Qureshi, also Salim Fruits.

Sources say Nawab Malik was grilled over alleged trans-
actions with Dawood Ibrahim's associates and land deals.

BJP Workers Burn Malik
Effigies After His Arrest

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After NCP leader and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik was arrested by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in

connection with a money-laundering investi-
gation linked to the activities of the Mumbai
underworld fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides, several BJP workers on
Wednesday, February 23, protested and
burned effigies of Malik in Mumbai's Andheri
West area. This comes ahead of former
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis's press conference on the matter.
The protest simultaneously takes place at a
time when Malik has been produced at the
PMLA court in Mumbai.  Earlier in the day,
BJP leader and the party's Maharashtra chief
Chandrakant Patil opined that Malik should
resign as a minister. Moreover, he also
claimed that there are many more ministers
who had resigned. Patil also slammed the
Maharashtra government and questioned the

way it is ruling the state. Nawab Malik's arrest
comes after the filing of a case and raids car-
ried out by ED on February 15 in Mumbai in
connection with the operations of the under-
world, linked to illegal property deals. Sources
informed that Malik has been arrested on
grounds of alleged hawala links and claimed
that he was not cooperating with the probe
and that there are certain financial transac-
tions of the Minister that ED believes has
'hawala links'.  The agency was recording
Malik's statement under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).  Meanwhile,
NCP president Sharad Pawar held an emer-
gency meeting to discuss the current situa-
tion. Amid Nawab Malik's arrest, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has phoned
Sharad Pawar. On the other hand, Samajwadi
Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav criticised the
arrest and alleged BJP of using agencies
whenever it gets "scared." He further said that
the BJP can do anything and defame anyone
with fake charges. 

NCP leader and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik was
arrested by ED in connection with
a money-laundering probe linked
to activities of the Mumbai
underworld.

HC Upholds Maha Govt's Rule For
Shops To Display Names In Marathi

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Bombay High Court today said the
Maharashtra government's rule mandating
shops and establishments to display their

names in Marathi (Devanagari script) language
was reasonable and refused to quash it.

A division bench of Justices Gautam Patel and
Madhav Jamdar dismissed a petition filed by the
Federation of Retail Traders and imposed a cost
of ? 25,000 on it.

The court in its order noted that there was no
bar on using any other language in their display
board and the rule only mandated the shop's
name to be displayed in Marathi.

The petition had challenged an amendment to
the Maharashtra Shops and Establishments
(Regulation of Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 2017, as per which all shops and
establishments have to display signboards of
their names in Marathi, the font of which shall be
the same as that of the other script and not small-
er.

The federation said this was in violation of
Articles 13 (Laws inconsistent with or in deroga-
tion of the fundamental rights), 19 (Protection of
certain rights regarding freedom of speech) and
21 (Protection of life and personal liberty) of the
Constitution of India. The petitioner's advocate,
Mayur Khandeparkar, argued that the state gov-
ernment had adopted Marathi as its official lan-
guage for its own use. The government cannot
foist any language on its citizens, he argued.

The bench then questioned as to how the peti-
tioner's fundamental rights were violated when
the government was not imposing a bar on any-

one from using any other language.
"If the rule said that you have to use only

Marathi, then it would have been a matter of dis-
cussion. Here you can use any other language as
well as there is no bar," Justice Patel said.

Justice Jamdar said the rule was for the con-
venience of Maharashtra's public at large, whose
mother tongue is Marathi.

"What the petitioner fails to recognise is that
this requirement is not meant for retail traders,
but meant for workers and public who approach
them, who are more likely to be familiar with
Marathi," the court said.

"Marathi may be the official language of the
state government, but it is also undeniably the
common language and mother tongue of the
state," the high court said.

The bench also questioned the motive behind
filing of the petition in 2022 when the amend-
ment was carried out in 2018.

"The rule was existing even prior to that (2018).
Only its implementation was stayed," Justice
Patel said. "To say that there is some sort of invid-
ious discrimination is wholly untrue. If a trader
wishes to carry out trade in Maharashtra, then it
must be subject to rules of the government which
seek to impose uniformity on all," the high court
said in its order. The court further said there were
some states in India which mandate the use of
only local language and script, which was not the
case in Maharashtra.

The court in its order noted that there
was no bar on using any other lan-
guage in their display board and the
rule only mandated the shop's name to
be displayed in Marathi.

INSURANCE COMPANY SURVEYOR BOOKED BY CBI FOR DEMANDING BRIBE

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), has lodged
an FIR against Kaushal

Kishore, a surveyor of United India
Insurance Company, for allegedly
demanding Rs 15 lakh from one Lalit
Narayan Todi for giving a positive
report on an insurance claim. The
complainant who lives in
Hiranandani Park, Thane (West),

Maharashtra was in need of the
insurance claim. A fire had broken
out at his factory and caused exten-
sive damage. The complainant suf-
fered a huge loss in the incident. He
had taken insurance cover from
United India Insurance Company.

"We received a complaint on
February 14 from Lalit Narayan. He
had alleged that Kishore, who works

as a surveyor with United India
Insurance Company, had been
demanding a bribe of Rs 15 lakh
from him for giving a positive report
on his insurance claim proposal
against the damage which occurred
due to the fire at his godown in
Bhiwandi area," the official said. The
CBI verified the allegation men-
tioned in the complaint in the pres-

ence of independent witnesses.
Verification revealed the demand
and agreement to accept Rs 15 lakh
by Kaushal Kishore to give undue
advantage. "After obtaining the spe-
cific consent from the Government
of Maharashtra U/s 6 of DSPE Act,
1946, a Regular Case was registered
by us," said the official.  further
probe in the matter is underway.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), has
lodged an FIR against
Kaushal Kishore, a surveyor
of United India Insurance
Company, for allegedly
demanding Rs 15 lakh from
one Lalit Narayan Todi for
giving a positive report on
an insurance claim.

Truck carrying HSC exam papers catches
fire on Nashik-Pune national highway

Pune |Agencies

APune-bound truck
from Bhopal carrying
examination n papers

for the forthcoming HSC
exams caught fire on the

Nashik-Pune national high-
way early Wednesday morn-
ing. The incident took place
at around 6 am at
Chandanapuri ghat in
Ahmednagar district, said
superintendents of police
Manoj Patil. Patil said that a
police team had gone to the
spot to ascertain the reasons
for the outbreak of the fire.
The driver jumped out of the
vehicle after it caught fire.

The board chairman,
Sharad Gosavi, refused to
divulge the kind of docu-
ments that got burnt in the
mishap. But he maintained
that the incident would not
affect the forthcoming
exams."The exams would be
held on time and as per the
schedule announced earlier.
There will not be any
change in the paper
timetable," he added.

Ahmednagar district
superintendents of
police Manoj Patil
said that a police
team had gone to
the spot to ascer-
tain the reasons for
the outbreak of the
fire. The driver
jumped out of the
vehicle after it
caught fire.

Jeweller booked for cheating investors 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

An offence has been registered against
the owner of a jewellery store in
Maharashtra's Thane district for

allegedly cheating investors of over Rs 1.56
crore, police said on Wednesday. The city
police on Tuesday registered a case under
section 420 (cheating) and other relevant pro-
visions of the IPC and the Maharashtra

Protection of Interest of Depositors (MIPD)
Act against the owner of S Kumar Gold and
Diamond in Kalyan, an official said. 

The jeweller allegedly accepted deposits
from investors for a fixed period and prom-
ised them lucrative returns, but never
returned the invested amount or paid the
interest on it, the official from Mahatma Phule
chowk police station said. The accused later
closed the shop and absconded, he said,
adding that a complaint was lodged by some
of the investors. More than 20 persons have
allegedly been cheated and the number is
likely to grow once the other victims come
forward, the official added.

MAHARASHTRA POLICE REGIS-
TERED CASE AGAINST A JEW-
ELLERY STORE OWNER FOR
ALLEGEDLY CHEATING INVESTORS
OF OVER RS 1.56 CRORE

THE JEWELLER ALLEGEDLY
ACCEPTED DEPOSITS FROM
INVESTORS FOR A FIXED PERIOD
AND PROMISED THEM LUCRATIVE
RETURNS, BUT NEVER RETURNED
THE INVESTED AMOUNT OR PAID
THE INTEREST ON IT

Political mudslinging escalates in
Maharashtra ahead of municipal polls

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The war of words between lead-
ers of the Shiv Sena and the
BJP has turned into an episod-

ic political thriller; each allegation is
countered with a more serious one,
and neither side is relenting. The
Marathi population is engrossed,
reading about it in dailies and
watching it on TV.

The political mudslinging is likely
to intensify further with the arrest of
state minister and NCP leader
Nawab Malik on Wednesday. Malik
was arrested in connection with a
money laundering case linked to
underworld don Dawood Ibrahim.

On February 15, Sanjay Raut, at a
news conference at the Shiv Sena
Bhavan in Mumbai, launched a
broadside against BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya, his son Neil, former chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis and
some unnamed Enforcement

Directorate officials. He alleged that
Somaiya and Neil were corrupt
blackmailers and had links to
Rakesh Wadhwan, a key accused in
the Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative Bank scam. He claimed
that Neil was a director in the com-
pany Nicon Infra, in which
Wadhwan was a partner.

He then claimed that a scam
worth Rs25,000 crore had taken
place in the state IT corporation
during Fadnavis's tenure, and that
contracts had been given without
issuing tenders. Raut named Amol
Kale, Fadnavis's friend from Nagpur,
as one of the key players behind the
alleged scam. He also said that ED
officials were running an extortion
racket in Mumbai through their
agents, and had collected Rs300
crore from more than 60 real estate
players in the past few years. He
dared BJP leaders to explain how a
milkman from Haryana named

Narvar had suddenly become worth
Rs 5,000 crore, and claimed that this
was laundered money.

The allegations flew thick and
fast. However, Raut offered no proof
at the news conference. He said he
had the necessary papers and
would soon hand over the evidence
to investigative agencies. "This is
just a trailer," he said. "I will return
with documents, video clips and
audio recordings." At the root of
Raut's outburst were allegations that
Somaiya had made against him. The
BJP leader had, on February 5,
alleged that Sujit Patkar, a close
friend of Raut, was given the con-
tract for Rs100 crore Covid-19 centre
in Pune despite his company being
blacklisted by civic authorities. The
day Somaiya submitted a complaint
to Pune Municipal Commissioner
Vikram Kumar, he was reportedly
attacked by Shiv Sainiks. "Mafia
Sena can't stop me from exposing

[Uddhav] Thackeray sarkar's ghota-
las (scams)," Somaiya had tweeted.

Ever since the Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi government came to power,
Somaiya has been-without ade-
quate support from his party men
taking on what he calls the 'Mafia
Raj' of the Thackeray government.

Somaiya had earlier exposed
coastal regulation zone violations in
the Ratnagiri bungalow of Milind
Narvekar, a close aide of Thackeray.
He had claimed that state Transport
Minister Anil Parab had violated
norms while building a resort near
Dapoli's coastal belt. This earned
him a defamation suit. He had also
alleged that Rashmi Thackeray and
Manisha, wife of Sena MLA
Ravindra Waikar, had bought 19
bungalows in the picturesque Korlai
village in Raigad district. He said the
women had paid the property tax in
2021 and had tweeted documents
related to the bungalows. 



Later days, the Chinese communist
system, which was ridden with
crises, turned the hatred of Chinese
people against the government and
internal conflicts elsewhere to pro-

long the life of this system by gradually
expanding the atmosphere of Chinese chau-
vinism and nationalism. For this purpose, a
lot of historical movies were produced to
brainwash people, along with aggressive
political propaganda and projects of re-engi-
neering, etc.

These movies depicted how great the
Chinese race and their ancient civilization
are, in tandem with the movies about WWII
(some of which were about foreign invasion
prior to this period), in which the Japanese
were demonized in an exaggerated way to
reinforce the collective hatred of the Chinese
against them. In these films, the Chinese were
portrayed as victims of atrocities whereas the
Japanese were portrayed as inhuman, violent,
and monstrous.

I will briefly compare the "inhumaneness"
of the Japanese with the "humaneness" of the
Chinese. There was a story in a TV film: a
communist Chinese was arrested and put in
jail by the Japanese. The Chinese outside of
the prison planned to rescue him. To make
the plan successful, the Chinese must get sick
pretentiously and be brought to the hospital.
Therefore, the communists sent this message
secretly into the prison, asking him to play
sick and to get a chance to be taken to the
hospital. The communist pretended to be
sick. The Japanese, as expected, took him to
the hospital. The rest of the story is not rele-
vant to our topic here.e Let us keep in mind
that the vilified Japanese urgently took the
communist Chinese as or despite being an
enemy to the hospital and look at what the
humane Chinese did:

It was either in 2014 or in 2015 that an old
Uyghur man was arrested in a hospital in East
Turkistan. At that time, he had an intravenous
drip on his arm. The drip was brutally
removed, and he was taken to prison. What
was his crime? The old man scolded his son
for drinking alcohol and asked him not to
drink anymore, for which they quarrelled.

More interestingly, this event happened a year
ago, but the Chinese, who found it later, con-
sidered it a "special crime" of "asking his son
not to drink alcohol", on the basis of which
they put him in prison.

If the "inhumaneness" of the Japanese is
compared to the "humaneness" of the
Chinese, we can get a lot of interesting results.
If we consider that the Japanese arrested the
Chinese communist as an enemy in a serious
situation, and, more importantly, that he was
a part of the oppositional force in time of war,
then it means that they took their enemy to
the hospital. But what about the Chinese? The
inhuman behaviour of the Chinese happened
not in time of war but of peace. Apart from
that, the old man was not an enemy in the
strictest sense of the word. The Chinese could
even say this from their point of view.

For, from their perspective, Uyghurs were
Chinese citizens. If that is the case, then they
were not a part of the oppositional force, and
it was not a war situation. Nor was there any
hidden hostile situation. In addition, the rea-
son for the arrest of him for his "special
crime" is noteworthy: what kind of a govern-
ment considers this as a crime? There is
another point worth considering -- the
urgency of the arrest that is mind-blowing.
Despite the fact that it happened a year ago,
and that the criminal was an old man, with no
ability to move, lying in bed as a patent, he
was dragged out of his bed to be taken to the

prison in a hurry without waiting for the intra-
venous drip to finish. This could remind us of
a dangerous bomb which would go off imme-
diately and urgently. Look at the "humanness"
of the Han Chinese. While the "inhumane"
Japanese took an enemy from the prison to
the hospital, the "humane" Chinese arrested
an ordinary person at a hospital and put him
in prison. Certainly, we can find lots of exam-
ples like this.

In these movies, there are also some
laments here that the Japanese used some
hazardous chemicals materials to try wiping
out the Chinese race and took away Chinese
kids to raise them as Japanese, etc., as "the
tragedies that have befallen the Chinese
people."eIf we analyze this, we must consid-
er the fact that it was a time of war, during
which both parties were an enemy to each
other, and they were driven by the desire for
winning the war -- by the necessity to win
against the other. In that context, the exces-
sive use of some measures could turn out to
be justifiable, to a certain extent. However,
during the time of peace, is not the use of
chemical weapons on its own citizens (not
enemies) as part of the extermination pro-
grams and the stealing of the Uyghur kids
exceeding the behaviour of the Japanese?
According to some estimates,
the number of the Uyghur
kids, who have been stolen
and disappeared from East

Turkistan, exceeds more than 3 million.
There is another point -- in these movies

dedicated to vilifying the Japanese, there are
some good Japanese sympathizing with the
Chinese. However, the Uyghur tragedy,
which has lasted for more than a half centu-
ry and that has culminated today in the form
of genocide, has not seen any Chinese
inside and outside of this heinousemodus
operandieto sympathize with the Uyghurs.
On the social media of the Chinese, instead,
we can see not only the praises the ordinary
Chinese are pouring on the execution of this
murderousemodus operandi, but also their
urgent and hysterical calls for the accelera-
tion of this process. Even the self-claimed
Chinese democrats, who have been acting in
the West with an aim to take over the gov-
ernment from the Chinese communists and
who are considered and sympathized by the
Western countries as "democrats", are shar-
ing the same goal with the executors of the
Uyghur genocide. From this, we can con-
clude that all Chinese are similar on the East
Turkistan issue. They are also similar in the
goal to wipe out the colonized peoples to
occupy their land. This similarity makes
their "humaneness" lower than the "inhu-
maneness" of the Japanese.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

The BJP has always been critical of
dynasty politics, but in Uttar
Pradesh the party has overlooked

this as it has fielded many candidates in
the polls whose nearest family members
are MPs or MLAs or party position hold-
ers. BJP's Saurav Singh, seeking a second
term from Kheri district, is the son of
Jugul Kishore, who has been a Rajya
Sabha MP from the BSP and is currently
a minister in the Yogi cabinet. BJP's
Mukut Bihari Verma's son Gaurav
Verma is contesting in place of his father
from Kaiserganj. Similarly, Prateek
Bhushan Singh, son of Kaiserganj BJP
MP Brij Bhushan Singh, is seeking re-
election from Gonda. Prateek's rival from
the Samajwadi Party is Suraj Singh, who
is a nephew of Pandit Singh, a former
minister in the state who passed away
due to Covid. Even as the BJP has been
attacking the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party for being 'dynasty' ori-
ented, examples of relatives of its MPs
and MLAs getting tickets have exposed
the party. The SP has fielded Anandsen
from Rudauli, who is the son of Mitrasen
Yadav, a former MP. Yasir Shah, son of
former minister Waqar Shah, is seeking a
third term on a SP ticket. Yasir's wife is
also contesting and his mother was a Lok
Sabha MP from Bahraich. The Congress
is not far behind. P.L. Punia's son Tanuj
Punia is fighting in Barabanki district.
Salman Khurshid's wife Louis Khurshid,
who was a MLA in the past, was in the
fray in the third phase. The SP has been
termed 'parivarwad' by the BJP. Though
at the national level, the BJP has been hit-
ting out at the Congress and in UP it is
targeting Akhilesh Yadav, in the BJP too
leaders are rising from families who are
second or third generation politicians.

DYNASTIC POLITICS IN UP

international

Ghulam Osmanyaghma

CHINESE 'HUMANENESS',
JAPANESE 'INHUMANENESS'

PUTIN GREATEST THREAT TO SECURITY

IN EUROPE SINCE WW-II: BLINKEN

Washington|Agencies

In a joint press conference
with Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba in

Washington, Blinken said:
"His (Putin) plan all along has
been to invade Ukraine; to
control Ukraine and its peo-
ple; to destroy Ukraine's
democracy, which offers a
stark contrast to the autocracy
that he leads; to reclaim
Ukraine as a part of Russia.

"That's why this is the
greatest threat to security in
Europe since World War II."

During the press confer-
ence, Blinken also added that

he will no longer meet
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in Paris on
Friday as planned.

"Now that we see the inva-
sion is beginning and Russia
has made clear its wholesale
rejection of diplomacy it does
not make sense to go forward
that meeting at this time."

Blinken's remarks come
after President Joe Biden on
Tuesday announced the first
round of tougher sanctions
against Russian banks, oli-
garchs and others, with plans
to escalate sanctions if
Moscow advances its inva-
sion.

Ukraine asks its citizens to
leave Russia immediately

Kiev|Agencies

Ukraine has urged its
citizens living in
Russia to leave the

country immediately, BBC
reported.

Up to three million
Ukrainians are believed to
be living in Russia and many
have family in both coun-
tries. In addition, a state of
emergency is to be declared
in Ukraine, lasting 30 days,
the country's top security
official said. Ukraine is also
conscripting reservists into
the regular military as it
braces for a possible inva-
sion by its neighbour,
Russia. Western countries
and their allies have
imposed sanctions on
Russian banks and MPs, as
the crisis escalates. But crit-
ics, among them the UK's
Labour Party, say the meas-

ures so far are not strong
enough. It's not clear if any
new Russian troops have yet
been sent into the two
regions, which are run by
Moscow-backed separatists.
A state of emergency across
the whole country is set to
be declared, following a rec-
ommendation from

Ukraine's security council.
This will last 30 days, but is
subject to approval by the
Ukrainian parliament -
expectedWednesday, BBC
reported.Ukraine military
has also called up a first
wave of reservists - aged 18
to 60 - to join the regular
armed forces.

BIDEN-PUTIN SUMMIT NOT IN THE PLANS ANYMORE: WH

Washington|Agencies

Addressing reporters late
Tuesday, Psaki did not explicit-
ly rule out a meeting in the

future but said Biden would not meet
Putin unless Russia de-escalates the
situation in Ukraine by pulling back
troops.

The Press Secretary's remarks
come after Biden Biden announced
earlier on Tuesday the first round of
tougher sanctions against Russian
banks, oligarchs and others, with
plans to escalate sanctions if Moscow
advances its invasion.

The sanctions have been imposed
on two large Russian financial insti-
tutions: V.E.B. and their military
bank, as well as on Russian sovereign

debt, which according to Biden is to
"cut off Russia's government from
Western financing".

Russia "can no longer raise money

from the West and cannot trade in its
new debt on our markets or
European markets either", the
President said while announcing the

sanctions.
Biden said that his administration

"will also impose sanctions on
Russia's elites and their family mem-
bers. They share in the corrupt gains
of the Kremlin policies and should
share in the pain as well".

Also on Tuesday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has also called
off a Thursday meeting with his
Russian counterpart, saying it no
longer makes sense since
Washington believes that a Russian
invasion of Ukraine has begun.

Meanwhile, the 27 European
Union (EU) member states agreed a
range of anti-Russia measures, tar-
geting all 351 members of Russia's
upper house that voted to recognise
the two breakaway regions of Ukraine
as independent states.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has said an
invasion of Ukraine had been Russian President
Vladimir Putins "plan all along", calling the situation
a "manufactured crisis", The Guardian reported.

APPLE SAYS EMPLOYEES, 
CUSTOMERS SAFE AFTER
STORE HOSTAGE SITUATION
London/San Francisco: After a 27-year-
old man held an Apple Store customer
hostage for several hours at the company's
flagship store in Amsterdam and demand-
ed $200 million in cryptocurrency, the tech
giant has said that all its employees and
customers are safe. The suspect, in camou-
flage gear, fired a gun and then held an
Apple customer hostage for several hours
before being apprehended late on
Tuesday. "We want to thank local law
enforcement for their exceptional work
and ongoing investigation. Our teams and
customers took swift action and showed
incredible strength and resolve," an Apple
spokesperson told TechCrunch on
Wednesday. Several other people who
were also inside the Apple Store managed
to escape. "The suspect has since been
taken to hospital.  For the time being, we
are still conducting extensive research in
the Apple Store on Leidseplein," the
Amsterdam Police said in a tweet.Police on
the scene hit the running suspect with an
armoured BMW X5. "As the suspect lay
motionless on the ground, police sent over
a robot to check him for explosives, con-
firming none were present," reports The
Verge.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki has announced that a proposed
meeting between US President Joe Biden and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin "certainly is not in the plans" anymore after the latter's
decision to declare the rebel regions in Ukraine as independent states
and push more troops towards Kiev.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

New Delhi: All three of
the largest groups in
the European

Parliament are demanding
that the European Union
(EU) assess whether
Switzerland should be cate-
gorised as a high-risk coun-
try for money laundering
and financial crime, as
reaction to the Credit Suisse
leak continues to reverber-
ate about the world, the
Guardian reported. Less
than 48 hours after the
Guardian and other media
published an investigation
into the leak as part of the
Suisse secrets project, polit-
ical groups representing the
majority of MEPs in the
European Parliament sup-
port the possible blacklist-
ing of Switzerland. The cen-
tre-right European People's
party's (EPP's) economic
and monetary affairs

spokesperson had demand-
ed on Monday that the
European Commission
reconsider whether
Switzerland posed a threat
to the financial integrity of
the bloc. On Tuesday,
spokespersons for the
Socialists and Democrats
(S&D) and Renew Europe,
the second- and third-
largest groupings represent-
ing the left and centre-left
in the parliament respec-
tively, expressed support for
the move, the report said. It
could mean Switzerland

being added to an EU list of
rogue nations considered at
high risk for money laun-
dering, such as Iran, Syria
and North Korea. "These
latest revelations show that
too many of the world's
largest banks have still not
learned their lesson. Banks
are only too willing to
accept dirty money, as long
as they can pocket the fees,"
said Jonás Fernández, an
S&D MEP and spokesper-
son for economic and mon-
etary affairs.

3 largest parties want EU to assess Switzerland
risk for money  laundering, financial crime
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted Gulmohar and Karanj saplings
in Smart Garden. On this occasion,

MLA from Bahoriband, Katni, Pranay Prabhat
Pandey and representatives of Lake City JLU
organisation Pinky Tiwari, Pranav Agarwal
and Srishti Jain were with him.

Chouhan said that if the earth is to remain
habitable for the coming generations, then
plantation is necessary. Chief Minister while
interacting with the organisation's representa-
tives, recalled the games "Anda Dawri" and
"Aati Pati Neem Ki Pati" played around the
trees in childhood.

JLU organisation has been contributing
regularly as the cleanliness ambassador of
Municipal Corporation, Bhopal. The organi-
sation conducts awareness campaigns to
motivate citizens for the plantation and pro-
tection of trees to save the environment.
Recently, the importance of radio was
explained to the people with the message of
cleanliness in the On Ground event at
Roshanpura on World Radio Day. JLU shared
children's lockdown experiences with

UNICEF in "Audio Letters" and stories were
telecast on "Story Board for Children". This
radio was played by the students during the
lockdown along with studies on the lines of
work from home.

The Gulmohar planted today is considered
one of the most beautiful trees in the world.
Flowers blooming in big bunches among the
leaves of Gulmohar give a distinct attraction
to this tree. In summer, instead of leaves,
Gulmohar trees are laden with flowers. It is
also rich in medicinal properties. Karanj is
considered important in Ayurvedic medicine.
Karanja is also used in religious works.

Chief Minister Planted Gulmohar
and Karanj Saplings
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that school
education is an area ofspecializa-

tion. The School Education Department
is conducting necessary activities and
smart classes for quality education,
teacher training, in accordance with the
spirit of the new National Education
Policy. Students studying in
Shramodaya Vidyalayas should also get
the benefit of this specialization. It is
necessary that Shramodaya residential
schools should be run by the School
Education Department. A separate verti-
cal of Shramodaya residential schools
operating in the state should also be
established in the department. The
responsibility of its operation should be
entrusted to an expert of repute in the
field of school education.

Chouhan was reviewing the operation
of the Shramodaya residential schools in

the residence office. 
Chouhan said that better facilities

should be made available in
Shramodaya Vidyalayas of the state than
CM Rise Schools. Wide publicity should
be ensured to these schools, so that chil-
dren of the working class of the state can
join these schools in maximum num-
bers. It should be ensured to provide
guidance to the students who have com-
pleted their studies from these schools
for further studies. Chief Minister said
that this initiative being taken for the
children of labourers in the state should
become an example in the country.
Chouhan said that he himself would
visit these schools and interact with the

children.
It was informed in the meeting that

Shramodaya residential schools are
being run in Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur
and Gwalior. In these, there is a system
of education from class 6 to 12. Each
school has a study capacity of 1120 stu-
dents. Along with free excellent educa-
tion, free reading material, uniforms,
food, sports facilities are available to the
students. At present 2125 boys and 1882
girl students are studying in these four
schools. The results of class 10 and 12 in
the year 2020-21 of all the four schools
have been cent percent. Students from
here have also been selected in the
examinations like JEE, NEET etc.

SHRAMODAYA VIDYALAYAS RUNNING IN STATE FOR CHILDREN
OF LABOURERS SHOULD BE AN EXAMPLE IN THE COUNTRY: CM

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
MODI IS "SUPER-HUMAN
AND THERE ARE TRACES OF
GOD IN HIM," CHIEF
MINISTER SHIVRAJ SINGH
CHOUHAN HAS SAID.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh government
is going to launch its electric vehi-
cle (EV) policy soon as the

process of giving it a final shape is
almost completed, government officials
said here on Wednesday.

The scheme is likely to be
announced between March and April.

The department of industrial policy
and investment promotion of the state,
which is looking after the project, has
framed the policy with suggestions
from various stakeholders of the auto-
mobile sector. Besides making the
scheme attractive for the consumers,
the department has also framed the
policy to create a conducive ecosystem
for the automobile industry in the state.

Talking to IANS, Sanjay Kumar
Shukla, principal secretary of the
industrial policy and investment pro-
motion department said, "EV policy is

ready and is in consultation stage with
the state government and other stake-
holders. Once the final blueprint is pre-
pared, it would be brought before the
state cabinet for approval."

Shukla said the scheme is likely to be
launched during Auto Expo. Also, to
promote the EV scheme at larger scale
in the state, the state government is

also planning to invite various stake-
holders, such as manufacturers of elec-
tric-run vehicles, commercial, earth
movers and component makers to
showcase their new launches during
Auto Expo in Indore.

To strengthen the network of
automakers, dealers and component
manufacturers, buyer-seller meetings
will also be organised in the Expo that
will be held at two places in the city --
at the automobile testing facility at
National Automotive Test Tracks
(NATRAX) in Pithampur and at another
destination for which location is being
identified.

A meeting of senior officials of the
industry department, Madhya Pradesh
Industrial Development Corporation
(MPIDC), National Automotive Test
Tracks (NATRAX), industries and
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII),
was held on Tuesday to plan events for
the Auto Expo.

MP Govt set to announce EV
policy in next two months

The Madhya Pradesh government is going to launch its
electric vehicle (EV) policy soon as the process of giving
it a final shape is almost completed, government officials
said here on Wednesday.
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The Madhya Pradesh
unit of Congress on
Tuesday demanded

that Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan should sub-
mit a white paper on unem-
ployment in the state during
the upcoming Budget session
of the Assembly.

During a press conference
at the party office here, senior
Congress leader and the
party's national spokesper-
son KK Mishra accused
Chouhan of presenting false
data on employment.

Mishra said that more than
34 lakh people have regis-
tered for employment in the
state government's portal,
while the number of unem-
ployment in the unorganised
sector has increased to 24.54
lakh in the last five months.

Mishra said that due to
growing unemployment, a
large number of people from
the state have migrated to
other states in the last five
years.

Referring to former Chief
Minister Uma Bharti's state-
ment, the Congress leader
said that around 10-12 lakh
people have migrated from
the Bundelkhand region.

On Saturday, Bharti had
said that 10-12 lakh people
from different districts of

Bundelkhand have migrated
to Delhi-NCR and some
other states in search of
livelihood.

"Every time the Chief
Minister will prsent different
data of employment in the
state. The Congress demands
that he (Chouhan) should
submit a white paper during
the Budget session of the
Assembly and tell the actual
reality," Mishra said.

The remark from the
Congress leader came ahead
of the state government's first
'rojgar mela' (employment
fair) to be organised in all the
districts on February 25.

Chouhan had announced
on February 5 that an
employment fair will be held
every month in the state.

He had said that the fair
will be organised every
month in each district in the
state and the district collec-
tors have been directed for
the upcoming mega employ-
ment fair.

MP Congress demands white paper
from Shivraj govt on employment

The Madhya
Pradesh unit of
Congress on
Tuesday demanded
that Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan should
submit a white
paper on unem-
ployment in the
state during the
upcoming Budget
session of the
Assembly.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that Sambal
Yojana is being run to help with

sensitivity. This humanitarian
scheme will continue further. To sim-
plify the application process and dis-
tribution of benefits under the
scheme, the department should make
necessary arrangements immediate-
ly. The registration of eligible benefi-
ciaries in the scheme should be
ensured after verification. If investiga-

tion is required prior to distribution
of benefits, the investigation should
not take more than five days.

Chouhan was reviewing the
Mukhya Mantri Jan-Kalyan Sambal

Yojana organised at the residence
office. 

Chief Minister Chouhan said that
Sambal Yojana is being implemented
for the welfare of the poor. The con-

tinuous operation of the portal of this
scheme, started to help the unorgan-
ised workers in crisis, should be
ensured, so that the eligible persons
can easily register themselves.
Registration of all eligible persons
including labourers, tendu leaf collec-
tors, denotified, nomadic and semi-
nomadic tribes should be done. No
eligible person should be deprived of
joining the scheme. The presentation
of implementation process of Sambal
Yojana, difficulties being faced in it
and proposed reforms was made
before Chief Minister.

It was informed in the meeting that
the scheme was started from April 1,
2018. In the initial month of the
scheme, registration of unorganised
workers was done by running a state-
wide campaign from April 1 to May
15. A total of 2 crore 17 lakh unorgan-
ised workers are registered. Door-to-
door campaign for verification of reg-
istered workers was also conducted in
July 2019.

Sambal Yojana Is Being Conducted To Help With
Sensitivity: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

SAMBAL YOJANA WILL
CONTINUE

ENSURE CONTINUOUS
OPERATION OF THE
PORTAL

CM REVIEWS SAMBAL
YOJANA
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Higher Education Minister
Mohan Yadav said that
digital and skill universi-

ties would be established in the
state to provide quality education
to the youth. Yadav said this dur-
ing the departmental review on
Wednesday.

Yadav said that there is a pro-

posal to establish Digital
University in Ujjain and Skill
University in Bhopal. He said that
the country's first digital universi-
ty is established in Kerala. Yadav
directed Ujjain University profes-
sor and departmental officer to
visit Kerala University and pre-
pare and present the concept
paper. Similarly professors and
department officials of
Barkatullah University will visit
Rajasthan Skill University.

The Higher Education Minister
said that the youth got acquaint-
ed with digital education during
the corona period. Door-to-door
education will be accessible
through Digital University.
Students will also be able to get
education in different regional
languages. Additional Chief
Secretary Higher Education
Shailendra Singh and
Commissioner Higher Education
Sonali Wayangankar were present
in the meeting.

Digital and Skill University Will Be
Established in the State: Yadav

The Higher Education
Minister said that the
youth got acquainted
with digital education
during the corona peri-
od. Door-to-door edu-
cation will be accessi-
ble through Digital
University. Students
will also be able to get
education in different
regional languages.
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Home and Jail
Minister Narottam
Mishra inspected

the Bhopal Central Jail
accompanied by high
level officers. He inquired
about the compliance of
the instructions issued in
the meeting held in
Mantralaya recently in
view of the decision given
by the court in connec-
tion with the Ahmedabad
serial blasts. Mishra and
higher officials were satis-
fied over the security
arrangements. Additional
Chief Secretary Home
Rajesh Rajoura, Director
General Jail Arvind
Kumar, ADG Ashok
Awasthi and other officers
were present in the
inspection.

Mishra reviewed the
security arrangements of

'Anda' Cell and 'High
Security Cell' in Central
Jail. He said that the
Central Jail is well
equipped with high secu-
rity system, walkie-talkie
control room, high mast
lights etc. In view of the
security arrangements,
night patrolling, periph-
ery patrolling and emer-
gency patrolling have
been started. Hot line sys-

tem will also start soon.
Mishra informed that

after inspection by a joint
team of DCP (Deputy
Commissioner of Police)
Khatri and ADM Yadav,
the report regarding secu-
rity arrangements in the
jail would be submitted to
the committee headed by
ADG Jail Shri Ghajiram
Meena.

High Security System is up-to-
date:  Narottam Mishra
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On the initiative of Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, "Milawat se

Mukti" (Freedom from adul-
teration) campaign is being
conducted to ensure availabili-
ty of pure food items to the
common citizens of the state.
In the campaign, along with
strict action against adulter-
ants, common citizens are also
being made aware of the adul-
teration of food items. For this,
15 mobile food laboratories
are functional in the state.
From these mobile food labo-
ratories, a common citizen can

get food items tested by paying
a fee of only Rs.10. A team
accompanying the mobile lab-
oratory sensitizes the school,
college students and the gen-
eral public about adulterated
food items and tests.15 mobile
food laboratories equipped
with modern equipment are
functioning in the state at
Bhopal, Indore, Khandwa,
Jabalpur, Chhindwara, Ujjain,
Neemuch, Gwalior, Guna,
Sagar, Rewa, Morena, Bhind,
Narmadapuram and Shahdol
headquarters. The facility of
testing all types of food items
like milk, ghee, mawa, paneer,
chilli, coriander, spices,
groundnut, mustard, vegetable
oil, lentils, rice etc. is available
in the mobile laboratory.
These laboratories visit the
areas attached to their head-
quarters and make common
citizens and students aware of
adulteration as well as provide
training in the primary testing
of adulterated food items. 

Mobile Food Laboratory Also Creates Awareness
Along With Checking Food Adulteration

15 Mobile Food
Laboratories Are
Functional In the
State
Test the Purity of
Food Items in Just
Rs.10
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Technical Education and Skill
Development Minister
Yashodhara Raje Scindia informed

that it is necessary to incorporate lead-
ing technologies to train the youth in
the state for employment as per the
continuous market demand. Courses
like animation, gaming, textile manu-
facturing will be added to GSP. She said
that the Global Skills Park would act for
augmenting world class training and
facilities for the youth and as a mother
body for the needs of ITIs, Skill
Development Centres, Polytechnics,
Engineering Colleges and other techni-
cal and skill development related insti-
tutions. Minister Smt. Scindia said this
in the first general meeting of the
Global Skills Park Committee today.

Principal Secretary, Technical

Education, Skill Development Akash
Tripathi informed about 319 posts sanc-
tioned for Global Skills Park. He said
that the technical training of the trainers
to be selected in the Global Skills Park
would be conducted in Singapore.

In the general meeting of Global

Skills Park, representatives of Industrial
Policy and Investment Promotion,
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,
Finance Department, Director Skill
Development Jitendra Raje and CEO of
Global Skills Park Harjinder Singh were
present.

Animation, Gaming, Textile Manufacturing
Courses Will Be Included In GSP: Scindia

First Meeting of the General Assembly of the Global Skills
Park Committee
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In a shocking incident, a
handicapped man
allegedly killed his 14-

year-old daughter after she
turned down his advances
and raped her corpse at a vil-
lage in Madhya Pradesh's
Guna district, police said on
Wednesday.

The police have arrested
the 40-year-old accused, who
is a resident of Jaita Dongar
village in Bajranggarh police
station limits, superintendent
of police Rajiv Kumar Mishra
said.

The accused had on
Tuesday lodged a police
complaint that his minor
daughter had gone missing
from home, following which
a probe was initiated, he said.

During the investigation,
the accused's neighbours
informed the police that the
victim was last seen with her

father on Tuesday afternoon,
the official said.

On interrogation, the
accused broke down and
confessed that he had taken
his daughter to Damdoli for-
est around 12 pm with the
intention of raping her, he
said.

However, when the girl
threatened to inform other
family members, the accused
allegedly strangled her and
then raped the corpse, the
official said.

Based on the information
provided by the accused, a
police team was sent to the
forest and the body was
recovered, Mishra said,
adding that forensic evidence
was also collected from the
spot.

The accused has been
booked under the relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) for murder and
rape, he added.

Man kills 14-year-old daughter,
rapes her corpse
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Hollywood star
Harrison Ford was
working on final

scenes for the upcoming
fifth installment of the
'Indiana Jones' franchise
when a man collapsed, and
the actor was quick to jump
into action and yell for a
medic.

As reported by The Sun
newspaper, he shouted:
"Get me a medic quick!"

An insider said: "They've
been at Pinewood and are
due to finish Friday. All of a
sudden a male member of
crew collapsed. Harrison
was standing just yards
away and yelled for a
medic. There was a huge
amount of panic.

"The on-site first aider did CPR while they waited for an air ambulance
and paramedics to arrive."

The new film - which is yet to be given an official title - is set to be
released in June 2023 following a number of delays, having originally
been pushed back due to the Covid pandemic, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Last summer, it was put back after Ford suffered a shoulder injury, and
filmmaker Steven Spielberg - who has been replaced as director by James
Mangold while still serving as a producer - previously called himself "an
idiot" for letting Ford do his own stunts, and recalled one in 1981 film
'Raiders of the Lost Ark' in particular.

Los Angeles |
Agencies

After 'Dunkirk' and
'Tenet', actor-
director Kenneth

Branagh will be reunit-
ing with Christopher
Nolan to play an unspec-
ified role in the director's
upcoming biographical
drama film,
'Oppenheimer'.

The film, based on
'American Prometheus', a
biography of the 'father of
atomic bomb' J. Robert
Oppenheimer, written by
Kai Bird and Martin J. Sherwin, will see Cillian
Murphy essaying the titular character, reports
'Variety'. As per 'Variety', the makers also released the
first look in which Murphy is pictured staring intently
while smoking a cigarette. That's certainly true to the
historical record. Oppenheimer was a chain smoker
who eventually suffered from throat cancer.

The film is a co-production between Universal

Pictures and Syncopy, which also announced that
principal photography has commenced on the film as
they revealed a moody first look of Cillian Murphy as
Oppenheimer.

Written and directed by Nolan, the film is being
produced by Emma Thomas, Atlas Entertainment's
Charles Roven and Nolan. The film, with a budget of
$100 million, will be shot in multiple U.S. locations,
including New Mexico, California and New Jersey.

New York | Agencies

Singer Billie Eilish was per-
forming in New York City
over the weekend when she

urged the crowd to "sit down" if
they needed to, and take a
moment to compose them-
selves.

In footage shared by TMZ,
she said: "If you want to sit
down, you are allowed. Go
ahead, sit down, take a breath."

In the video, she also asked
fans at the front to "take a step
back and give everybody some
room down here", reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

The incident comes after
Eilish stopped her show at the
State Farm Arena in Atlanta,

Georgia earlier
this month when she
spotted an audience
member struggling to
breathe and appealed
to her crew to get an
inhaler for the female
fan.

After the audience
member was helped
and Eilish resumed
the show, she said: "I
wait for people to be
OK until I keep
going."

The remark was seen as a diss
at Travis, who continued per-
forming at his Astroworld festi-
val in November when people
were being crushed in a crowd
surge that left hundreds injured
and 10 dead.

After her com-
ments, Kanye West threatened
to pull out of this year's
Coachella Festival - where they
are both booked as headliners -
if she didn't apologise to Travis
Scott for the apparent swipe.
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Beaux Raymond

BILLIE EILISH
STOPS ANOTHER
GIG TO CHECK
ON SAFETY OF
HER FANS

Tati Gabrielle
embraces playing
villains

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Tati Gabrielle stars
in 'Uncharted' as the mer-
cenary Jo Braddock and
says she enjoys getting to
play antagonistic charac-

ters as it challenges her as a per-
former.

Gabrielle told The Hollywood
Reporter: "It's funny because I feel
every actor wants to play a villain at
some point. It's one of the most fun
things that you can do. It's always fun
to be the bad guy. It's a fun acting
challenge to try to make people hate
you."

"How could you be so bad that you
make people like and love hating
you?"

Despite her fondness for evil char-
acters, Gabrielle says she is wary of
being typecast as a villain after play-
ing an antagonist in the TV series

'Chilling Adventures of Sabrina',
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

She said: "I don't want to say I'm
typecast because I hope that I'm
never typecasted, but I never thought
that it would be something that
would permeate like that - that peo-
ple would continue to see me as a vil-
lain.

"I feel it's something that has come
to me and I've stepped to it and said,
'OK, yeah, let's try this.'"

Gabrielle continued: "I think that
though after 'Uncharted' I probably
won't take another character like this
for a while. I want to keep variety in
my abilities and what I'm able to
show and what I'm able to challenge
myself with."

The star is pleased that female vil-
lains are given greater representation
on screen and hopes that Braddock
serves as inspiration for other charac-
ters.

Kenneth Branagh joins
'Oppenheimer' cast

Los Angeles | Agencies

Eight honours from the 94th
Academy Awards will not
be doled out on air in order

to make the show more stream-
lined and more television friend-
ly as awards from eight cate-
gories will be presented during off-air parts of the
show and then edited into the telecast.

For the aforementioned category of awards which
include documentary short, film editing, makeup and
hairstyling, original score, production design, animat-
ed short, live action short and sound, the ceremony
will start one hour before the on-camera portion
begins in order to accommodate the changes, reports
'Variety'.

As per 'Variety', clips of the speeches will be pack-
aged into the live televised broadcast, an approach to
what the Tony Awards and other televised ceremonies
did with awards in technical categories. Nominees in
the awards categories that will be awarded prior to the
show were informed of the overhaul during a Zoom
call on Tuesday (United States Pacific Standard Time).

The 94th edition of the awards show is under
immense pressure to bolster ratings from the televi-
sion network ABC. The pressure comes following last
year's ceremony, which turned out to be the least-
watched in the history of the awards, with just 9.23
million viewers tuning in to watch the ceremony, a 51
per cent drop from the 18.69 million viewers who
switched on the previous year's Oscars.

"After carefully listening to feedback and sugges-
tions from our film community, our network partner,
and all those who love the Oscars, it was evident we
needed to make some decisions about the broadcast
that are in the best interest of the future of our show
and our organisation," Academy President David
Rubin wrote in a letter that went out to the group's
membership, accessed by 'Variety'.

HARRISON FORD HELPS SAVE
'INDIANA JONES' CREW MEMBER
AFTER HE COLLAPSES

COLIN FARRELL WASN'T
ALLOWED TO SMOKE
DURING THE MAKING
OF 'THE BATMAN'

Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood actor Colin Farrell has shared that he was
prevented from smoking on the set of 'The Batman' as
he is playing a younger version of The Penguin.

The 45-year-old character portrays Oswald
Cobblepot/Penguin in Matt Reeves' new take on the Caped
Crusader but said that he wasn't allowed to light up by film
bosses as he is playing a younger version of the villain,
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Farrell told Jake's Takes: "I fought valiantly for a cigar, I
even said at one stage, 'Can I have it unlit?', and they were
like no. The Oz that we meet hasn't embodied the energy of
the Penguin that we recognise from the source comics and
from previous films, so I'll see if it goes again."

The 'Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them' star also
suggested that The Penguin is a role he would like to keep
and play going forward in future movies.

Farrell said: "I'd love to explore it because he's not an
underboss,
he's not a
boss, he's
just a sol-
dier of
Falcone at
this stage.
But he has
great ambi-
tion and
dreams of
doing big
things."

The actor
previously
revealed
that his take
was inspired
by Fredo
Corleone in
'The
Godfather'
as both
characters
feel as if
they are
"underesti-
mated".

Oscars to present eight
awards off air in a bid
for streamlined telecast
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INDIA AIM TO CONTINUE WINNING
JUGGERNAUT AGAINST SRI LANKA 

Lucknow|Agencies

India are yet to be beaten in T20Is
in the new full-time captaincy
era under Rohit Sharma. The
hosts', after wrapping a 3-0 win
over West Indies in Kolkata, will

be aiming to continue the winning
juggernaut against Sri Lanka in the
first T20I at Bharat Ratna Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium on Thursday.

The series against Sri Lanka offers
chance to players like Sanju Samson,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shreyas Iyer, Ishan
Kishan and Avesh Khan to present
their skillsets ahead of the Men's T20
World Cup in Australia later in the
year. Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Harshal Patel sizzled against the West
Indies, so as young leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi. Venkatesh Iyer will be look-
ing to continue his fine work of finish-
ing matches at number six and giving
some overs of part-time pace.

In terms of the batting, there have

been different players who have
stepped up to the challenge of bailing
the team out of tough situations. 

In the absence of Hasaranga and
Theekshana, Sri Lanka might employ
left-arm spinner Praveen
Jayawickrama and leg-spinner Jefferey
Vandersay to make the most out of the
spin problem of the Indian batters.
The pace department looks good with
Dushmantha Chameera, Lahiru
Kumara and Chamika Karunaratne.
What the Indian bowlers will be trying
to exploit to the fullest will be the top-
order struggles of Sri Lanka. Against
Australia, Sri Lanka lost 4-1 and one of

the big reasons for the losses was
down to the top-order failing to fire.
Overall, the series promises to be a
clash between a team on a winning
run and a side trying to discover their
batting potential.

SQUADS

IInnddiiaa: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shreyas Iyer, Sanju
Samson, Ishan Kishan (wicket-keep-
er), Venkatesh Iyer, Deepak Hooda,
Ravindra Jadeja, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Ravi Bishnoi, Kuldeep Yadav,
Mohammed Siraj, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Harshal Patel, Jasprit
Bumrah vice-captain) and Avesh
Khan. 
SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: Dasun Shanaka (captain),
Pathum Nissanka, Kusal Mendis,
Charith Asalanka, Dinesh Chandimal,
Danushka Gunathilaka, Kamil
Mishara, Janith Liyanage, Chamika
Karunaratne, Dushmantha
Chameera, Lahiru Kumara, Binura
Fernando, Shiran Fernando, Maheesh
Theekshana, Jeffrey Vandersay,
Praveen Jayawickrama and Ashian. 

CHAHAR, SURYAKUMAR
RULED OUT

MMuummbbaaii::  The Indian cricket
team has suffered a double blow
ahead of the three-match T20I
series against Sri Lanka begin-
ning in Lucknow on Thursday
with white-ball specialists
Deepak Chahar and Suryakumar
Yadav ruled out due to injuries.
The 29-year-old Chahar sus-
tained a hamstring injury in the
final T20I against the West
Indies while bowling, while
Suryakumar suffered a hairline
fracture on his hand. The duo
will now complete their rehabili-
tation at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru.

1ST T20I Massive jumps for Suryakumar,
Venkatesh Iyer in latest T20I rankings
Dubai | Agencies

India's middle-order players,
Suryakumar Yadav and
Venkatesh Iyer, have made

massive jumps in the latest ICC
Men's T20I Player Rankings for
batters following their perform-
ances in the recently-concluded
three-match series against the
West Indies in Kolkata.

Surykumar has jumped 35
spots to No.21, while Iyer made a
massive leap of 203 spots to
No.115 in the rankings for bat-
ters. West Indies' lone warrior
with the bat, Nicholas Pooran,
moved five places to No.13.

Both batters enjoyed a sensa-
tional series against the
Caribbean side, which saw the
home side complete a 3-0 series
win.

Yadav was India's highest run-
getter in the series, while Iyer
was second. In the first game,
India lost three wickets in four
overs and needed 65 off 45 when
Yadav walked in to bat. Yadav
and Iyer came together and took
India across the line with more
than an over to spare.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

All-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja on Wednesday
expressed his excite-

ment about making a come-
back to the Indian side after
being out of the action for
two months due to injury.

After suffering a knee
injury during India's home
Test series against New
Zealand last November,
Jadeja was undergoing reha-
bilitation at NCA and missed
the last two series against
South Africa and the West
Indies. However, the all-
rounder is now all set to play
and he had his first practice
session ahead of the opening
T20I against Sri Lanka.

"Good to be back in the
Indian team. Really looking
forward to playing the T20
and Test series," Jadeja said
in a video posted by BCCI.

"I am feeling so good that

finally after two months, I
will be playing for India," he
added. The 33-year-old also
mentioned that he didn't
want to rush into things and
was eager to do his rehab
properly.

'GOOD TO BE BACK': JADEJA Villarreal hold Juventus in Champions League
Madrid|Agencies

Villarreal and Juventus
drew 1-1 in the first leg
of their Champions

League last-16 tie on
Tuesday night.

Dusan Vlahovic put the
visitors ahead after just 30
seconds, controlling a ball
on his chest before turning
and firing home a shot at the
left-hand post.

The goal left the atmos-
phere in the Estadio de la
Ceramica cold. But Villarreal
suddenly caused Juventus
problems as Giovani Lo
Celso brought the home side
to life with an effort that
bounced back off the wood-
work. Samuel Chukwueze
proved to be a threat for the
Juventus defence down the
right wing, while Etienne
Capoue, who had been
passed fit to play before kick-

off, fired just over the bar.
With Dani Parejo and Lo
Celso controlling the mid-
field, Villarreal pressed for
an equaliser. Juventus made
a change at half-time with
Leonardo Bonucci replacing
Alex Sandro in defence, and

the visitors had the first
chance of the second half
with Alvaro Morata firing
just wide of the far post,
Xinhua reports.

Villarreal played slightly
more patience than the first
half, and Lo Celso forced a

save from Wojciech
Szczesny in the 56th
minute.

Parejo equalised for the
home side 10 minutes later,
as he ghosted into space
between Juventus' three
central defenders to collect
a pass from Capoue before
scoring with a left-footed
shot. Tensions increased
with the game well-bal-
anced, as both Villarreal
keeper Geronimo Rulli and
Juventus' Adrien Rabiot
were shown yellow cards
after the French midfielder
tackled over the ball. Either
side could have won the
game in the closing minutes
with Rulli saving well from
Vlahovic at one end, before
Bonucci did well to clear
ahead of Lo Celso and
Yeremi Pino at the other to
leave everything  decided in
the second leg in Turin.

ZVEREV REMOVED FROM
MEXICAN OPEN FOR MISCONDUCT
Acapulco (Mexico):
World No 3 Alexander
Zverev was removed from
the ongoing Mexican
Open after attacking the
umpire's chair with his
racquet during an aston-
ishing rant. The Olympic
champion German was
furious after he and dou-
bles partner Brazilian
Marcelo Melo lost 6-2, 4-6, 10-6 to the British-Finn pair of
Lloyd Glasspool and Harri Heliovaara. Zverev after con-
gratulating their opponents turned his rage towards the
umpire, lashing out at the chair with his racquet three
times before returning for a fourth crack as the umpire
descended the stairs in ugly scenes. The 24-year-old is
the defending singles champion of the ongoing event. He
was due to face countryman Peter Gojowczyk in the sec-
ond round but has now been removed from the tourna-
ment.
"Due to unsportsmanlike conduct at the conclusion of his
doubles match on Tuesday night, Alexander Zverev has
been withdrawn from the tournament in Acapulco," the
ATP confirmed in a statement.
It's unclear if Zverev will face  suspension. Zverev said he
regretted his behaviour and apologised for the incident.

Nandini enters semis; confirms India's
first medal at Strandja Memorial Boxing

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian woman boxer Nandini
came up with an inspired per-
formance to storm into the

semifinals of the Strandja
Memorial Boxing tournament in
Sofia (Bulgaria) on Wednesday to
confirm the country's first medal.

The 21-year-old started off bril-
liantly and dominated
Kazakhstan's Valeriya Axenova
from the start in the women's plus-
81kg quarterfinals bout. The
Mohali pugilist's powerful punches
unsettled her opponent in the third
round before the Indian was
declared winner by 'Referee
Stopping Contest' verdict.

Nandini, who is the reigning
national champion, has now
secured at least a bronze with a
place in the last-four, where she

will take on another Kazakh boxer
Lazzat Kungeibayeva, the former

world champion and 2021 Asian
Championships gold medallist.

Reigning youth world champion
Arundhati Choudhary and Parveen
also marched into the quarterfi-
nals, registering commanding vic-
tories by identical 5-0 margins in
their respective opening-round
matches, played late on Tuesday.

While Arundhati outclassed
Italy's Melissa Gemini in the 70kg
match, Parveen (63kg) blanked
Kazakhstan's Aida Abikeyeva.

Sachin Kumar (80kg), Rohit Mor
(57kg) along with the country's
three women boxers -- Meena Rani
(60kg), Anjali Tushir (66kg) and
Saweety (75kg) -- made exits after
losing their respective bouts.

On the fourth day of Europe's
oldest international boxing tourna-
ment, Anamika (50kg) will look to
secure a medal as she will fight in
the quarterfinals, while(75kg) will
play his second-round match.

Our targets for the next
Olympic cycle are set: Nilakanta

Bhubaneswar|Agencies

India hockey team midfielder Nilakanta
Sharma has said that the bronze-medal
success at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics was

"just the beginning", adding that the team has
set certain targets in the next Olympic cycle
and is focused on achieving them.

The Manipur youngster, who is in the 20-
member Indian squad which will face Spain
in the FIH Pro League double-header on
February 26 and 27, added that he has been
"quite fortunate" in his career to play at the
junior and senior level.

"Most of us in the team believe the Olympic
medal was just the beginning. We have set
certain targets in this Olympic cycle and we
are focused on achieving those targets," said
Nilakanta ahead of the first match against
Spain.

The sport has changed Nilakanta's life and
he is now a regular feature in Hockey India's
national programme. First, it was his stint
with the junior India team in 2014 when he
was a part of the India Colts side that lifted the

Sultan of Johor Cup beating Great Britain in
the final. The midfielder played a key role in
the team winning the Junior World Cup in
2016 at Lucknow.

Exciting times for women's
cricket: Sophie Devine

Auckland|Agencies

New Zealand women's
cricket team skipper
Sophie Devine has said

that these are exciting times
for women's cricket with the
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games this year and the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup in
South Africa in 2023, adding
that her team will hope to
emulate the 2000 title-winning
feat when the ICC Women's
50-over World Cup begins in
her country on March 4.

The Women's World Cup
will be played across six ven-
ues in New Zealand with the
hosts set to take on the West
Indies on the opening day.

"The coming year is huge
for women's cricket as it
makes its debut at the
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham in July-August
and with the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup scheduled for
early next year in South Africa.

It is super exciting to kick-off a
huge period for women's
cricket and we want to put
performances out there that
both ourselves and the coun-
try can be proud of," said
Devine in her column for the
ICC on Wednesday.

"I've been fortunate to have
played across a number of
World Cups... and playing in
New Zealand is massive for us
as a team. Looking back, it was
an incredible achievement
from the 2000 White Ferns to
win the World Cup at home. It
certainly inspired several play-
ers in our current team, and
we hope we can also inspire a
new generation of cricketers
both at home and around the
world," added Devine.

The 32-year-old Devine, a
veteran of 120 WODIs, added
that all the competing teams
had made huge sacrifices in
the COVID world to come and
be a part of the showpiece
event in New Zealand.

Tsitsipas captures 200th win,
advances in Acapulco tennis
Acapulco (Mexico)|Agencies

Greek tennis player Stefanos
Tsitsipas earned his 200th tour-
level victory at the Mexican

Open, overcoming Serbian Laslo Djere
7-6(7), 7-6(4) to reach the second
round here on Wednesday (IST).

In a tough clash at the ATP 500 event,
the Greek, ranked No.4 in the world,
saved two set points in the opening set
at 5-4 on Djere's serve and then at 6/7
in the tie-break, before he edged a tight
second set to advance in a match last-
ing two hours and 15 minutes.

The Greek had claimed his maiden
tour-level win in October 2017, beating
Karen Khachanov of Russia in Shanghai
in straight sets, according to
atptour.com. Since then, the 23-year-
old Tsitsipas has captured seven tour-
level titles, including the 2019 Nitto ATP
Finals trophy in Turin and the 2021
Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters crown.

Tsitsipas had also advanced to
French Open final last year, falling to
Serbia's world No. 1 Novak Djokovic,
who he has defeated twice so far.

RADUCANU RETIRES AFTER
MARATHON RD 1 MATCH
GGuuaaddaallaajjaarraa
((MMeexxiiccoo)):
Reigning US
Open champion
Emma Raducanu
of Great Britain
retired in the
opening-round
match of the
Abierto Akron Zapopan tourna-
ment here against Australia's
Daria Saville -- ranked 610th in the
world -- due to a left hip injury on
Wednesday (IST). In a tough physi-
cal battle to advance to the second
round, Raducanu was forced to
retire at 5-7, 7-6(4), 4-3. The match
lasted 3 hours and 36 minutes, set-
ting the mark for the longest WTA
match of the season. Prior to
Saville's win, the longest match of
2022 lasted 3 hours and nine min-
utes and was won by Danka
Kovinic of Montenegro over Jang
Su-Jeong of South Korea 6-3, 2-6, 6-
4 at the Australian Open.

UAE SKIPPER RAZA BECOMES
EMOTIONAL AFTER SECURING
T20 WC BERTH IN AUSTRALIA
Al-Amerat (Oman): An
emotional UAE skipper
Ahmed Raza said after his
team defeated Nepal to
qualify for the ICC T20
World Cup in Australia
later this year that the
team members were
finally feeling great to be
a "part of the elite group",
adding that it was a "huge
achievement" and a "very
emotional one".
The 33-year-old Raza
produced a player-of-the-
match performance dur-
ing UAE's 68-run win
against Nepal and couldn't hold back tears after the his-
toric achievement.
"I feel part of an elite group now. It is a huge achieve-
ment, and it is a very emotional one because it has been a
very long journey," said Raza to ICC.
Raza represented his country at the 2014 Men's ICC T20
World Cup, only to miss out on selection for the 50-over
World Cup a year later. He put the disappointment
behind him and travelled to Australia as a fan to cheer on
his team-mates during that 50-over World Cup in 2015.
Raza now finds himself back on the big stage following a
match-winning show against Nepal in the semifinals of
the T20 World Cup Qualifier A.



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Mouni Roy and her entrepre-
neur husband Suraj Nambiar have
come up with a new-age global ed-

tech platform 'Ultimate Gurus', which is a
subscription-based platform.

'Ultimate Gurus' is a global, interactive,
and educational platform that allows users
to learn and upskill their crafts under the
expert guidance of leaders, the 'Gurus'.
Founded by couple Suraj and Mouni, the
application has both live and pre-recorded
online courses, curated by the gurus them-
selves. Mouni said, "As an actress, I didn't
have someone to advise me, especially in
my formative years. I can't overstate the
importance of having an avenue that pro-

vides direction and thought process to
budding artists from the absolute best in
the business. I am sure, with 'Ultimate
Gurus,' people will find the right advice

from the Gurus and the ultra-support-
ive community that will help them

unlock greatness." 'Ultimate Gurus'
aims at revolutionising online
learning by only having the leading
personalities from the various
fields as teachers. The upskilling
platform would also provide sup-
plemental workbooks for practical

knowledge, live interactive sessions
and access to an exclusive com-

munity. Ultimate
Gurus goes live

on February
25.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Renowned film and tele-
vision producer Ekta
Kapoor, who is also a
single mother of a son
who came into her life

through surrogacy, says that she
has always been a non-conformist
and maternal quality has nothing
to do with gender.

Ekta became the mother of a
baby boy named Ravie in 2019
and she explained how she never
had a natural parenting quality
that she rather learnt from her
brother Tusshar Kapoor who is
also a single father.

Ekta said, "Just like Tusshar,
believe that these stereotypical
gender-based thought processes
now are so broken because I don't
identify with half the mothers, not
even my own. I feel I am always
lost and I am not this natural par-
ent like Tusshar is. I'm always
messing up and taking his advice.

"I have much better control
over my work than my son. I'm
learning with him. You think it
comes naturally, but it is not the
case. Every day I realize that there
are so many new things to learn.
It's a natural progression for all,
and gender has nothing to do with
it. It came naturally to Tusshar,

while it's been hard for me." Being
the daughter of the yesteryear star
Jeetendra, asked about
how her decision on
motherhood changed her
family dynamic, Ekta fur-
ther added, "I think there
is an age where you learn
from your parents and
after an age, you teach
your parents, that's how
life is. We didn't lead the
conventional lives that
people do and yet we
maintained the warmth in
our family. We probably
are the most dysfunction-
al, functional family."

Ekta
Kapoor:
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'We probably are the
most dysfunctional,
functional family'

R. Balki reunites with Abhishek
Bachchan for sports drama

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Afilm that celebrates the achieve-
ments of specially-abled sportsmen
who have conquered their adversi-

ties, was announced on Wednesday.
The film directed by R. Balki ('Cheeni

Kum', 'Paa' and 'Pad Man') stars Abhishek
Bachchan, with whom Balki has earlier
worked in 'Paa' and for the memorable
mobile network advertisement with the
tagline 'What an idea, Sir ji!'.

The film is said to be inspired by the
incredible achievement of Karoly Takacs, a
Hungarian right hand shooter who won
two Olympic Gold medals with his left
hand after his right hand was seriously
injured. Although not a biopic, the film
salutes the achievements of sportsmen like
Karoly, who don't get bogged down by the

challenges that life throws at them. Instead, they emerge victorious on the other end of their journey.
Speaking about the film, Balki said, "'Ghoomer' is a film that I'm excited about for many reasons. Firstly, the joy of working with Abhishek

after 'Paa' and 'what an idea, sir ji!'. Abhishek is one of the rare contemporary actors with depth that is normally associated with a tradition-
al era." In addition, the film also stars Saiyami Kher and Shabana Azmi along with Angad Bedi, Shivendra Singh Dungarpur and Ivanka
Das. Lauding Saiyami for her knack for sports, the director added, "Secondly, working with possibly the only actor in our industry who,
besides being a good actor, is actually a real sports person, Saiyami Kher. You can't cheat a sportsman with face replacements! Thirdly, the
privilege of working with Shabana for the first time, and fourthly, the idea of doing a sports film that gives back a new idea to a traditional
sport - almost spinning the sport on its head."

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress-VJ Shibani Dandekar has added hus-
band Farhan Akhtar's last name on her social
media account.

She is now Shibani Dandekar-Akhtar on
Instagram.

Her bio on the photo-sharing website reads:
"Producer, Presenter, Actress, Singer...MRS AKHTAR."

Shibani and Farhan, who had been dating since
2018, tied the knot on February 19 in an intimate
affair on the outskirts of Mumbai.

Born in Pune and raised in Australia and Africa,
Shibani acted in Farhan's sister Zoya Akhtar's 2015
film 'Roy', starring Ranbir Kapoor.

She started as a singer -- she and her two sisters
had a band named D-Major -- before turning into a
model and reality show contestant in 'Khatron Ke
Khiladi' and 'Jhalak Dikhla Jaa'.

She was also one of the television hosts of the 2019
ICC Cricket World Cup held in England and Wales.

IT'S OFFICIAL
SHIBANI DANDEKAR ADDS
AKHTAR TO HER LAST NAME

Mouni
Roy, Suraj

Nambiar unveil new-
age global ed-tech

platform

Hyderabad|Agencies

Latest reports sug-
gest Vijay
Deverakonda's

possible collaboration
with popular actress
Kiara Advani.

The 'Geetha
Govindam' actor is in
talks with 'Ninnu Kori'
fame Shiva Nirvana,
for which actress
Kiara Advani is con-
sidered to play the
female lead. Well, the
details regarding the
movie, which is tenta-
tively titled 'VD 12' are
kept under the wraps
currently.

If the news is to be
believed, 'VD 12' will
mark Kiara Advani's
third movie in Telugu,
as she had appeared
in 'Bharat Ane Nenu'
and 'Vinaya Vidheya
Rama' alongside
Mahesh Babu and
Ram Charan, respec-
tively. It is reported
that the producers
have decided to
launch the movie by
the end of 2022.

On the other hand,
Vijay Deverakonda
will appear in a movie
under 'Pushpa' fame
Sukumar's direction
for his next, tentatively
titled 'VD 11'.Vijay
Deverakonda's
upcoming movie
'Liger' marks his
debut as a pan-India
actor, and will hit the
screens on August 25.

KIARA WILL ROMANCE
VIJAY DEVERAKONDA
IN THEIR NEXT FILM

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Sanya
Malhotra has
teamed up with

creator-producer,
Harman Baweja, for
the Hindi remake of
'The Great Indian
Kitchen'.

'The Great Indian
Kitchen', is a
Malayalam-language
drama film written and
directed by Jeo Baby.
The film tells the story
of a newly wed woman,
who struggles to be the
submissive wife that
her husband and his
family expect her to be.

Sharing her excite-
ment, Sanya said: "As
an actor, I could not
have asked for a better
character than I would
essay in 'The Great
Indian Kitchen'. I am more than excited to start
working on my role because there are so many lay-
ers and nuances to it."

Director Arati Kadav, known for 'Cargo', will helm
the project.

Baweja, added: "There is a certain mystic quality

attached to The Great Indian Kitchen. The story
stays with you well after the film. I wanted to make it
for a pan-India audience with the perfect balance
between entertainment and content-driven drama."

Meanwhile, filmmaker Arati Kadav said that she is
stoked to work with Harman and Sanya.

Sanya Malhotra to star in 'The
Great Indian Kitchen' remake
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