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Pamela Anderson will never watch
'Pam and Tommy' ...

WE DON'T SEE RUSSIAN
WITHDRAWAL YET:
UKRAINE PRESIDENT

New Delhi: Ukraine President
Voldymyr Zelensky has given his
first reaction to reports from
Russia that the latter is pulling
some of its troops back from the
borders, BBC reported.

Speaking to the BBC at a mili-
tary training ground in western
Ukraine, Zelensky said: "To be
honest, we react to the reality we
have and we don't see any with-
drawal yet. We just heard about
it."

He said he thinks "all normal
people expect de-escalation".

"As for the threat, I have said
many times that we are calm
about any threats because we
remember that all this did not
start yesterday. This has been
happening for many years," he
added, BBC reported.

Zelensky said that when
troops do withdraw, "everyone
will see that" -- not only the mili-
tary or reconnaissance.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

New Delhi: The third wave of Covid-19
seems to be over in the metros of India and
the coming months should be peaceful,
India's top genome sequencer and director
of CSIR Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology, Dr Anurag Agarwal, told
a News Channel.

According to him, there are no reasons to
expect a further jump in the number of
cases until the virus shows any major
change.

On January 10, Omicron coverage in
India had exceeded 90% and by February,
Delta must have reduced to just a few per
cent across cities in India, at most, he
claimed. "Very little Delta variant is left in
circulation in India." With chances of infec-
tion going down, the top scientist believes
that the requirement of the booster doses in
the current situation is low for the general
population."Also, boosters are not required
for everyone. Those who were in need of
urgent boosters, the high-exposure health

care workers, the vulnerable population
above 60 years, have already been getting
the doses." 

Scientifically, he explained that the boost-
ers are given to reduce the risk of infection
as well as severe disease. Going by the pub-
lic health considerations, only people who
are vulnerable and have high risk of expo-
sure need additional vaccine doses right
now, he said.

Third wave of Covid-19 is over in Metros, says CSIR's Top Scientist

BACK TO NORMAL!

""The likelihood of any
major change in India's
Covid-19 scenario seems
low but as we know that the
virus is circulating in the
environment, it will keep
mutating and dodging the
immunity. The chances of
causing severe disease are
low, however, following basic
Covid-19 appropriate behav-
iour remains advisable, espe-
cially in a poorly ventilated
environment." 

New Delhi: The Centre on Wednesday asked states and UTs to review and amend the
additional Covid-19 restrictions that were imposed after a sudden surge in infections.

Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said in a letter to states and UTs,"With the
changing epidemiology of Covid-19 pandemic globally and in India, existing guidelines
aimed at minimising the transmission and circulation of the virus have been reviewed
and updated." Highlighting that the Union Health Ministry has revised guidelines for
international arrivals, he asked states to amend the additional restrictions they had
imposed too."Presently, as the case trajectory across the nation are showing a sustained
downward trend, it will be useful if states/UTs review and amend/do away with the addi-
tional restrictions so imposed after considering the trend of new cases, active cases and
positivity," he said.

Amend additional Covid curbs as cases declining, Centre to states

RAJ UNLOCKS COMPLETELY,
SCHOOLS FROM CLASS 1 TO 5 OPEN

Jaipur: After almost two years since the
outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic and the
third wave also subsiding, Rajasthan on
Wednesday completely lifted all restric-
tions and totally unlocked the state.As per
the latest guidelines announced on
February 14, schools for children study-
ing in Class 1 to 5 have been opened,
however, parent's consent is required for
the offline classes. Children will not be
called to the school against the will of the
parents and the option of online class will
continue. The schools from Class 6 to 12
had opened earlier. The new guidelines
have come into effect from Wednesday.
However, for those travelling from foreign
nations, institutionalised or home quar-
antine for seven days is a must and they
have to undergo RT-PCR test thereafter.
Once they test negative, their quarantine
period will be ended.

New Delhi: India reported 30,615 fresh Covid infections in a span of 24 hours, a margin-
al rise from 27,409 cases reported on the previous day, said the Union Health ministry on
Wednesday morning. A total of 514 deaths were registered in the 24 hour span, taking the
toll to 5,09,872. The active Covid cases have reduced to 3,70,240, which constitutes 0.87 per
cent of the country's total positive cases.

India records 30,615 new Covid cases, 514 deaths
BENGALURU |Agencies

Amid the hijab crisis, the
Karnataka government
on Wednesday reopened

pre-university, degree and
diploma colleges under tight
security arrangements. Though
the majority of students attend-
ed classes as per the guidelines
of education institutions, many
of them who refused to take off
their hijab were sent back.

Several Congress workers
were taken into custody for
encouraging students to wear
hijab.Education Minister B.C.
Nagesh requested the students
to attend classes and focus on
studies by following state guide-
lines. Mandya and Davanagere
district authorities have
clamped prohibitory orders sur-

rounding all schools and col-
leges as a preventive measure.
Udupi district from where the
hijab row began has virtually
been converted into a police
fortress.

Eight platoons of District
Armed Reserve (DAR), two pla-
toons of Karnataka State
Reserve Police (KSRP) and 700
police officers have been
deployed on the premises of all
colleges and schools in Udupi.
MGM College of Udupi which
witnessed high-drama regard-
ing hijab earlier has declared
holiday for indefinite period.
The college administration has
decided to take online classes.
Hijab-clad students of
Kundapur PU Government
College returned home after
they were not allowed to attend
classes. The students were given
a separate room to remove their
hijab. The students maintained
that they would wait for the final
order of the court and until then
not attend classes. Tight security
arrangements were in place in
Rabkavi Banhatti town of
Bagalkot district where violent
incidents were reported. Four
students were injured and a
teacher was attacked earlier and
police resorted to lathi charge
following stone pelting inci-
dents. The students attended
classes without hijab. Students
in Yadgir, Ramnagar and
Bengaluru Rural districts
returned to their homes when
they refuse to remove their
hijab.

Hijab row: K'taka colleges
reopen amid tight security
Barring students, teachers and staff of col-
leges, movement of other persons have
been restricted in the surrounding areas
of the colleges.

Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra
warned that the court
order on uniform has
to be strictly followed
and that there is no
question of students
or anyone demand-
ing wearing hijab or
saffron shawls. "There
will be an action on
such persons. There
will be serious conse-
quences if the law of
the land and constitu-
tion is not respected,"
he stated. only once.

Hyderabad|Agencies

BJP MLA from Telangana, T. Raja
Singh, has sparked a controversy
with a video in which he could be

heard threatening the voters in Uttar
Pradesh that if they don't cast their votes
for the BJP, their houses will be demol-
ished and they will be driven out of the
state.

A video of the member of the
Telangana Legislative Assembly went
viral on social media in which he warned
the UP voters of dire consequences if
they voted against the saffron party. The
controversial MLA from Goshamahal
constituency in Hyderabad voiced con-
cern over 'huge voter turnout in some
areas' of Uttar Pradesh during the sec-
ond phase of polling on Monday. 

"To those who don't vote for BJP, I
want to tell you that Yogi ji has called for
thousands of JCBs and bulldozers. They

are on the way to Uttar Pradesh. After the
elections, those who did not support
Yogi Ji will be identified. You know what
JCBs and bulldozers are used for," the
MLA said. "I want to tell those traitors in
Uttar Pradesh who don't want Yogi ji to
become the Chief Minister again, 'beta',
if you want to live in Uttar Pradesh, you
will have to say 'Yogi Yogi', or else you
will have to leave the state," Singh added.
The MLA has drawn flak for the video
with many netizens calling for action
against him for making open threats. 

VOTE FOR BJP OR FACE CONSEQUENCES: BJP MLA 
EC issued notice to MLA for
threatening UP voters

The Election Commission on
Wednesday issued a show-cause notice
to Telangana's BJP MLA T. Raja Singh for
threatening Uttar Pradesh voters of dire
consequences if they don't vote for the
saffron party.  Taking a note of the contro-
versial video of the MLA circulated wide-
ly on social media platforms, it observed
that prima facie he violated the Model
Code of Conduct, sections 171 C and 171
F of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
The Election Commission asked him to
show cause within 24 hours as to why
appropriate penal action under criminal
law should not be initiated against him
and also to why appropriate action for
violation of Model Code of conduct
should not be taken against him. 

RENOWNED MUSIC COMPOSER
BAPPI LAHIRI PASSES AWAY 

Mumbai:  Veteran
singer-music director
Bappi Lahiri -- who
wielded the baton at
the age of 17 -- passed
away here in the early
hours of Wednesday,
an official said. He was
69 and breathed his
last in the Criticare Hospital where he was
admitted for certain post-Covid issues. Born
in West Bengal, Lahiri first composed music
for a Bengali film 'Daadu' and launched his
Bollywood career with a film, 'Nanha
Shikari'.He shot to global fame with his chart-
busting music for "Disco Dancer" and the
song 'Jimmy, Jimmy, Aaja, Aaja...", and later
the superhit music for "Zakhmee", "Lahu Ke
Do Rang". Prominent Bollywood personali-
ties have expressed shock and condoled the
demise of Lahiri, who was fondly known as
'Bappi Da' in the industry.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The road transport ministry on
Wednesday notified new rules
to make the use of safety har-

ness and crash helmets mandatory
for children below the age of four
years on motorcycles.

The new rules state that the speed
of a motorcycle with a child up to

the age of four years being carried
on the pillion will not be more than
40 kmph.These rules will come into
force after one year from the date of
publication of the Central Motor
Vehicles (Second Amendment)
Rules, 2022.

"The ministry of road transport
and highways, vide notification
dated February 15, 2022 has amend-
ed Rule 138 of CMVR, 1989 and has
prescribed norms related to safety
measures for children below four
years of age, riding or being carried
on a motorcycle," the ministry of
road transport and highways said in
a statement."This has been notified
under Section 129 of the Motor
Vehicles Act, which mandates that
the central government may, by
rules, provide for measures for the
safety of children below four years of
age, riding or being carried on a
motorcycle. Further, it specifies the
use of a safety harness and crash
helmet. It also restricts the speed of
such motorcycles to 40 kmph," the
ministry said.

Helmet, safety harness must for
kids below 4 yrs on bike, says Govt

For children below four
years, a safety harness shall
be used for attaching the
child to the driver of the
motorcycle.

The safety harness is a vest
to be worn by the child,
which shall be adjustable,
with a pair of straps
attached to the vest and
forming shoulder loops to
be worn by the driver. This
way, the upper torso of the
child is securely attached to

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Collegium, headed by Chief Justice
N.V. Ramana, has recommended the appointment of 10 advocates as
judges to the Bombay High Court and six advocates as judges to the
Madras High Court.A statement published on the website of the top
court said: "The Supreme Court Collegium in its meeting held on 16th
February, 2022 has approved the proposal for elevation of the following
advocates as judges in the Bombay High Court: Kishore Chandrakant
Sant, Valmiki Menezes SA, Kamal Rashmi Khata, Sharmila Uttamrao
Deshmukh, Arun Ramnath Pednekar, Sandeep Vishnupant Marne, Gauri
Vinod Godse, Rajesh Shantaram Patil, Arif Saleh Doctor, and
Somasekhar Sundaresan."

SC collegium recommends 16 lawyers
as judges of Bombay, Madras HC

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday said that a
second wife is not entitled

to receive her dead husband's
pension in cases where the sec-
ond marriage had taken place
without legal dissolution of the
first one.

A division bench of Justices S
J Kathawalla and Milind Jadhav
dismissed a petition filed by
Solapur resident Shamal Tate,
challenging the state govern-
ment's decision denying her
pension benefits. As per the
High Court order, Tate's hus-
band Mahadeo, a peon in the
office of the Solapur district col-
lector, died in 1996. Mahadeo
was already married to another
woman when he married the
petitioner.After his death, Tate
and Mahadeo's first wife came
to an agreement that the former
would receive almost 90 per
cent of the dead person's retire-

ment benefits, while the latter
would get monthly pension.

However, after Mahadeo's
first wife died of cancer, Tate
wrote to the state government
seeking that she be given
Mahadeo's pension dues
henceforth. After much deliber-
ation, the state government
rejected the four applications
made by Tate between 2007

and 2014.The court also said
that Ms Tate had not
approached it with "clean
hands", since as per the agree-
ment between her and
Mahadeo's first wife, she had
explicitly relinquished her
rights to the monthly pension.
"In view of the findings, this
writ petition stands dismissed,"
it said.

Second wife not entitled for dead husband's pension: Bombay High Court 
'ADULTERY IS NOT
MISCONDUCT'

Ahmedabad: An extra-mar-
ital relationship might be "an
immoral act" in the eyes of
society, but it can't be con-
strued as "misconduct" from
the prism of police service
rules and treated as an offence
deserving of dismissal, the
Gujarat high court said while
ordering the reinstatement of
an Ahmedabad constable
sacked for adultery. The court
also directed the city police to
pay 25% back wages."It is true
that the petitioner is a part of a
disciplined force. However, it
would be difficult for this court
to bring his act within the
purview of misconduct, con-
sidering the fact that it was a
private affair and not the result
of any coercion or exploita-
tion," the court said, quashing
the dismissal order.
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Modi declares trinity of environmental
efforts for improving global commons

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The three global alliances floated
by India as part of climate
action -- CDRI, IRIS and LIFE --

will form the trinity of India's envi-
ronment efforts for improving the
global commons, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Wednesday.
"Coalition of Disaster Resilient
(CDRI), Infrastructure for Resilient
Island States (IRIS) and LIFE, the
one-word mantra of 'Lifestyle for
Environment', will be a coalition of
like-minded people across the world
who will promote sustainable
lifestyle.

"I call them 3Ps -- pro-planet peo-
ple. This global movement of pro-
planet people is the coalition for life.
These three global coalitions will
form the trinity of our environment
efforts for improving the global com-
mons," Modi said.

India launched CDRI at the UN
Climate Action summit in September
2019 while IRIS was launched at the
COP26 in Glasgow last year, where

Modi also gave the LIFE mantra as an
appeal for combined climate action.

The Prime Minister was speaking
at the inaugural event of the Word
Sustainable Development Summit
(WSDS2022) organised by The Energy
and Resources Institute (TERI).

The theme for this year's event is
'Towards a Resilient Planet: Ensuring

a Sustainable and Equitable Future'.
Equitable energy access to the poor

has been the cornerstone of India's
energy policy. Environmental sus-
tainability can only be achieved
through climate justice.

Stating that energy requirements of
the people of India are expected to
double in the next 20 years, the Prime

Minister said, "Denying this energy to
them will be denying life itself to mil-
lions."

Successful climate action policy
needs adequate finance for which
every country needs to fulfil their
commitments on finance and tech-
nology, he said.

For this, developed countries need
to fulfil their commitments for cli-
mate finance and technology.

Modi also recounted the various
steps taken by India as part of its cli-
mate action. They are land restora-
tion, Ujwala Yojana, LED bulbs,
renewable energy, including solarisa-
tion of agriculture pumps, among
others. He also spoke of a whole of
the world approach and highlighted
the International Solar Alliance. Modi
reminded the world about how
India's tradition ensured living life in
harmony with nature.

Earlier, Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said that despite
the adverse impacts of the pandemic
on the economy, India has enhanced
its climate ambition.

Navodaya students in J'khand shut
themselves for hours against poor food
Ranchi|Agencies

Students of Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya in
Jharkhand's Simdega on

Wednesday locked them-
selves up in a hall for hours
in protest against poor food
quality and other problems
in the school.

A total of 176 students
shut themselves in a hall of
the school saying they would
not come out until the
Deputy Commissioner lis-
tens to them and take steps
to resolve their problems.
After about six hours, the
students withdrew their agi-
tation only when Deputy
Commissioner Sushant
Gaurav reached the school
and assured of taking action.
On Wednesday morning
after breakfast, all the stu-
dents of class 9 to 12 gath-
ered in a hall and accused
the school management of
giving them poor quality
food. They said, there are
several other problems, but
despite repeated complaints,
no one has listened to them.
After they shut themselves in
a hall, the school manage-

ment tried to persuade the
children but they remained
adamant on their demand to
call the Deputy
Commissioner. It was only
after about six hours when
the Deputy Commissioner
arrived and convinced the
children that their problems
will be heard, the students
opened the door. The chil-
dren complained that the
food provided to them in the
mess was of very poor quali-
ty. There are several other
problems related to their
education and hostel, but
they said the school man-
agement does not pay any
heed to  hem.After interact-

ing with the students, the
Deputy Commissioner said
that necessary steps would
be taken to resolve their
problems and action would
be taken against those who
were responsible. Later the
Deputy Commissioner said
that the students may have
some problems, but the
manner in which they were
instigated is highly objec-
tionable. Those who misled
the students will be identi-
fied and action will be taken
against them. He said that
the entire issue would be
discussed with the students
as well as their parents and
all the stakeholders.

FIVE-TIME MLA MUKHTAR
ANSARI GETS BAIL AFTER
17 YEARS
Mau (UP): Jailed mafia
don and MLA, Mukhtar
Ansari, has been granted
bail after spending
almost 17 years in jail.
He was given bail by the
MP-MLA court here
which ordered his imme-
diate release. The court
has ordered his release
on a personal bond of Rs
1 lakh.
Mukhtar Ansari was
arrested in 2005 for his
alleged role in the mur-
der of BJP MLA
Krishnanand Rai, and he
has been behind the bars ever since.
Since his release was delayed, Mukhtar's son Abbas
Ansari is contesting his Mau seat in the ongoing
Assembly elections.
Mukhtar Ansari, who was lodged at the Banda jail, is a
five-term MLA and has been representing the Mau Sadar
seat since 1996.

Hyd police book Assam CM for
remarks against Rahul Gandhi

Hyderabad|Agencies

Hyderabad police on Wednesday
registered a case against Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma for his offensive remarks against
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Acting on a complaint of Telangana
Congress leaders lodged two days ago,
a First Information Report (FIR) was
registered against Sarma at Jubilee Hills
police station under sections 504 and
505 (2) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

A team of police officers went to the
residence of Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC) chief A.
Revanth Reddy to inform him about the
FIR booked against Sarma as the
Congress leader was preparing to leave
his residence to lead a protest demand-
ing action on his complaint.

Revanth Reddy, however, expressed
his dissatisfaction over the sections

invoked in the FIR and lodged a fresh
complaint with the police. He said the
sections applied in the FIR have less-
ened the gravity of the crime commit-
ted.

He wanted the police to book a case
against Sarma under IPC sections 153
(A), 294 and 509 as well.

The Congress leader also demanded

that Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao ensure stern action
against Sarma by consulting advocate
general and legal experts.

The TPCC chief made it clear that
they will not keep quiet till action is
taken against Sarma. "If no action is
taken, we will approach the court of
law," he said.

MAN WHO BROKE INTO
NSA DOVAL'S RESIDENCE,
IS MENTALLY ILL: POLICE 

Complaint filed against Arvind
Kejriwal for alleged sedition

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Acomplaint has been filed against Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal at a police station

in Mohali in Punjab for his alleged collabora-
tion with Khalistani separatists.

The complainant, Congress leader Sandeep
Dixit, in his complaint quoted an interview
former Aam Aadmi Party leader, Kumar
Vishwas.

As put forth by Dikshit, Vishwas in the
interview had spoken about his and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's conversations dur-
ing the 2017 Assembly elections in Punjab.

Vishwas had warned Arvind Kejriwal in
2017 against increasing Khalistani separatists.
The complaint further read that Kejriwal had
ignored the warnings, and said that he will
manage them.

"...Thereby accepting that he was in contact
with separatists for the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
elections," the complaint read. It further said
that Kejriwal did not express any opposition
to the idea of Khalistan and instead supported
it, stating that in the said case, 'he will happily
become the Prime Minister of an independ-
ent state of Khalistan'.

"The statements were made with an inten-

tion to cause, or most likely to cause, fear or
alarm within the public. In view of this, a case
of sedition has been lodged against Kejriwal,"
Dikshit's complaint read.

Pertinently, no FIR was registered in con-
nection with this till now.

Assam govt proposes to rename places
that do not reflect state's tradition, culture
Guwahati|Agencies

The BJP-led government in
Assam has decided to rename
places in the state that do not

reflect Assams tradition and culture.
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma on Wednesday tweeted that
the government would soon launch a
portal to invite suggestions on change
of names of cities, towns or villages
that are "contrary to our civilisation,
culture and derogatory to any caste or
community".

"There's much in a name. The
name of a city, town or village should
represent its culture, tradition and
civilisation. We shall launch a portal
to invite suggestions on change of
names across Assam which are con-
trary to our civilisation, culture and
derogatory to any caste or communi-
ty," Sarma said in his tweet.

Responding to the Chief Minister's
tweet, social media users opposed
the idea of changing some British-era
names of places such as Digboi and
Margherita that have been associated

with the name and fame of the oil
and coal industry in Assam for cen-
turies.

Digboi, known as one of the
world's oldest operational oil refiner-
ies, is said to have derived its name
from "dig, boy, dig", while some his-
torians attribute the name to Diboi
Nallah, a stream passing through the
oil town.

Similarly, Margherita is a town
named by Italian railway engineer

Chevalier Roberto Paganini in hon-
our of his country's queen.

Opposition parties said the Assam
Chief Minister followed the strategy
of his Uttar Pradesh counterpart, Yogi
Adityanath, trying to woo people's
sentiments by changing names of
places.

Congress' chief spokesperson
Bobeeta Sharma said that each name
that was given at a particular time
and situation has a history and rea-

son behind it.
"Naming of a place has some rele-

vance. The names given might be
related to some iconic personality or
local issue or can even have some
interesting incident attached to it. I
strongly oppose such a move to
change history," she told mediaper-
sons. Bobeeta Sharma suggested that
the BJP or the party-led government
should focus on scripting new history
by achieving some success for the
state of Assam and the country that
would remain etched in the minds of
the people, rather than meddle with
what is already existing.

Assam Jatiya Parishad leader
Jagadish Bhuyan said that they (BJP
government) should concentrate only
on the basic problems people are fac-
ing in their daily lives.

"Changing name of a place or an
institution is not a fundamental issue
in the prevailing situation. If we con-
sider the Assam CM's plan, how is
Deendayal Upadhyaya relevant to the
tradition and civilisation of Assam,"
asked Bhuyan.

4 STUDENTS KILLED, 2
INJURED IN ROAD ACCIDENT

Bengaluru: Four college students, including a girl, were
killed and two others critically injured in a road accident
on National Highway 75 in Bengaluru Rural district of
Karnataka on Wednesday. The deceased have been identi-
fied as Vaishnavi, Bharath, Siril and Venkat. The injured
have been identified as Siri Krishna and Ankita Reddy.
According to police, the incident took place when the stu-
dents of Garden City College in Bengaluru were returning
from a cafe centre in Kolar.
As the car driver lost control over the vehicle, it hit the road
divider, crossed over to other side and came under a truck.
The police said the accident occurred due to over speed-
ing.
Police had to struggle to extricate the bodies from the
mangled car.
Hosakote police are investigating the case.

Bihar heading for mid-term
polls, says Chirag Paswan

Patna|Agencies

Lok Janshakti Party (R)
president Chirag
Paswan has again said

that Bihar is heading for
midterm poll.

"Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar is looking for issues to
separate from the BJP. The
situation is similar to 2017
when he separated from the
Mahagathbandhan. At that
time, he was saying till the
last moment that there was
no dispute with the RJD. His
operation was so secret that
many veterans learnt about
the development when his
convoy went to Raj Bhavan
for resignation," Paswan said.

"Every time he makes a
surprise decision, he goes to
Rajgir, Paswan said.Sources

have said that Nitish Kumar
is waiting for the Uttar
Pradesh election result. If BJP
loses, the chances of
midterm poll will be high in
Bihar. The relation between

JD-U and the BJP is at its low-
est ebb and this is obvious
from the statements by lead-
ers of both parties. Chirag
Paswan said: "Nitish Kumar
can go anywhere to retain the

chief minister's post. If he
negotiates with other parties,
he will replicate his move of
2017.""Nitish Kumar always
blames the 15 years rule of
Lalu Prasad. I believe that
this is a decade old story. If
we live in the past, we cannot
secure our future. I firmly
believe that we have to live in
the present to make our
future better. There are so
many challenges like unem-
ployment, inflation, law and
order situation which need to
be addressed to make our
present and future better,"
Paswan said. "We have start-
ed Bihar Bachao Yatra from
Tuesday and will go in every
district to inform people
about the failure of Nitish
Kumar government,"
Paswan said.

GILOY SAFE IN APPROPRIATE
DOSES, MISLEADING TO LINK IT
TO LIVER DAMAGE: AYUSH
New Delhi: The Ministry of Ayush clarified on Wednesday
that Giloy has been falsely linked to liver damage, adding
that Giloy/ Guduchi (Tinospora cordifolia) is safe and as per
available data, it does not have any toxic effect if taken in
appropriate doses.The ministry said, "In Ayurveda, it is said
to be the best rejuvenating herb. Acute toxicity studies of
aqueous extract of Guduchi reports that it does not produce
any toxic effect. However, the safety of a drug depends on
how it is being used. Dosage is one of the important factors
that determine the safety of a particular drug."The Ministry
referred to a study, which states, "Lower concentration of
Guduchi powder is found to increase the life span of fruit
flies (Drosophila Melanogaster). At the same time, higher
concentration progressively reduces the life span of flies.
This clearly indicates that an optimum dosage should be
maintained in order to get the desired effects. This infers
that the medicinal herb has to be used in an appropriate
dose as prescribed by a qualified physician to get medicinal
effects." It said that with the wide range of actions and abun-
dant components, Guduchi is a real treasure among herbal
drugs source. A special focus has been given on its health
benefits in treating various metabolic disorders and its
potential as an immune booster. It is used as a major com-
ponent of therapeutics for ameliorating metabolic,
endocrinal, and several other ailments, aiding in the better-
ment of human life expectancy, the ministry said.
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An unidentified per-
son was on
Wednesday

detained by the Delhi
Police after he tried to
enter National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval's resi-
dence.
According to a police
source, the man appears
to be mentally ill. During

interrogation, he said that
a chip was implanted in
his brains and he is being
controlled by a remote
control.
"The man tried to enter
the NSA Ajit Doval's resi-
dence. However, he was
stopped by secrity forces.
His questioning is on,"
the source said, adding
that he hails from
Bengaluru.
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A
political face-off between the BJP
and the Congress has erupted in
Madhya Pradesh over the issue of

reservation for backward classes in the
state.Both the parties entered into a ver-
bal spate after organisations represent-
ing the backward classes felicitated the
former Chief Minister and state
Congress chief Kamal Nath, giving him
the credit for the 27 per cent reservation
to the backward classes.

Addressing the felicitation ceremony,
Kamal Nath said: "Reservation was your
(backward classes) right and I gave it to
you. As soon as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
took over as the Prime Minister, he
decided to end the Zamindari system
and with the abolishment of the
Zamindari, the backward classes were
benefitted the most."

He further said that today, there is 52
per cent backward class population in
the state, and most of them are facing
unemployment. "I believe that 70 per
cent of the jobs should be given to local
people, even I had taken a decision in
this regard."

"Our government lasted for 15
months, of which two-and-a-half
months were passed in elections.
Despite this, the loans of 27 lakh farmers

were waived off, out of them the highest
number of beneficiaries was from back-
ward classes," Kamal Nath added.

"You all know the history of BJP.
Prime Minister Prime Modi talks a lot
but never talks about the interest of
backward classes. They talk about parti-
tion, temples, associating politics with
religion, but we talk about connecting
hearts, connecting relationships," the
Congress leader asserted.

Rajya Sabha MP and state president of
Madhya Pradesh Backward Classes
Organisation Rajmani Patel thanked
Kamal Nath for "giving" 27 per cent
reservation to the backward classes and
said that the entire backward class socie-

ty of the state would always lend its sup-
port to Kamal Nath and Congress. "By
forming the government again in 2023,
the people of the state will be freed from
the fear, hunger and corruption prevail-
ing under the BJP government."

In retaliation, the BJP attacked the
Congress and Kamal Nath. State
President of the party's Backward Class
Morcha Bhagat Singh Kushwaha has
condemned Kamal Nath for "felicitating
himself by the so-called backward class
organisations."

He said, the political history of
Congress is witness to the fact that it has
always been conspiring to topple Dalit,
backward and tribal leaders.

Kushwaha further claimed the
Congress government led by Kamal
Nath had attacked the backward classes'
interests the most. "For its electoral
gains, the Kamal Nath government cre-
ated a gimmick of 27 per cent reserva-
tion and disruptions in the process of
panchayat elections to snatch the politi-
cal rights of the backward classes."

Despite doing "all" this, Kamal Nath is
"shamelessly pretending" to respect the
people of the same backward class
whereas he should have apologised to
the people for his "anti-backward class
antics", Kushwaha asserted.

CONG-BJP SPAR OVER RESERVATION
TO BACKWARD CLASSES IN MP

A political face-off between the BJP and the Congress
has erupted in Madhya Pradesh over the issue of
reservation for backward classes in the state.
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that the Global

Skill Park to be built in
Bhopal will be named after
Saint Shiromani Ravidas Ji
Maharaj. Saint Ravidas ji
established the importance
of labour and the spirit of
equality. In Global Skill Park
too, youth will be self-
dependent after getting train-
ing in various disciplines.
Here labour will be wor-
shipped and thousands of
youths will come to learn. In
this institute, youths will be
trained in those disciplines,
which will give them imme-
diate employment. Naming
this park after Saint
Shiromani Ravidas ji would
be a real tribute to him.
Along with this, Saint Ravidas
Swa-rozgar Yojana, Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar Aarthik
Kalyan Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Anusuchit Jati
Vishesh Pariyojana Vitta
Poshan Yojana will be started
to provide employment to
the youths. Saint Ravidas
community buildings will be
constructed in scheduled
caste dominated areas of
every district of the state.
With this, public pro-
grammes will be held sys-
tematically. Chouhan virtual-

ly attended the state level
programme organised at
Saint Ravidas Mandir premis-
es, Barkheda Pathani, Bhopal
on the occasion of Saint
Ravidas Jayanti. Chief
Minister virtually welcomed
the present saints. In the pro-
gramme the devotional vers-
es of Saint Ravidas were pre-
sented. Chouhan said that
due to suffering from Corona,
he is unable to be present at
the venue. Saint Ravidas
Jayanti programme has been
organised at every Gram
Panchayat, Janpad Panchayat
and district headquarters of
the state. Ministers, MPs,
MLAs are participating in the
programmes. This pro-
gramme is a matter of our
devotion. Ravidas Ji's speech
was succinct, unique and
influential. He inspired the

people for labour, equality
and service to the helpless.

Chouhan said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
engaged in building a strong,
thriving and prosperous India
with the goal of "Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas". The state gov-
ernment is also continuously
active in this direction. Saint
Ravidas had said, "Aisa
chahun raaj mein, jahan mile
sabhi ko anna, chhota badha
sab sanga rahen, Ravidas
rahe prasanna". With the
inspiration of Saint Ji, our glo-
rious Prime Minister is work-
ing for the welfare of all the
sections. In this direction,
special initiatives have been
taken to provide employment
to the scheduled caste youths
in the state. Under the Saint
Ravidas Swa-rozgar Yojana, a
loan assistance of one lakh to

50 lakh will be provided to the
scheduled caste youths for
setting up a manufacturing
unit. Interest subsidy at the
rate of 5 percent will be given
for the project. Similarly, for
service sector and retail trade
also, there will be a provision
of loan from one lakh to 25
lakh in the scheme. The
schemes will be operated
through Madhya Pradesh
State Cooperative Scheduled
Caste and Development
Corporation.

Chief Minister said that
under the Mukhyamantri
Anusuchit Jati Vishesh
Pariyojana Vitta Poshan
Yojana, a grant of up to Rs. 2
crore would be given to the
youths of the Scheduled
Castes for self-employment,
skill up-gradation, promotion
and innovation. Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Aarthik Kalyan
Yojana is being started with
the objective of providing
loans up to one lakh rupees
for low cost equipment or
working capital to the micro,
small and medium scale
industries already established
by the beneficiaries of the
scheduled caste category. The
schemes will be operated
through Madhya Pradesh
State Cooperative Scheduled
Caste and Development
Corporation.

Global Skill Park in Bhopal will be named
after Saint Shiromani Ravidas: CM 
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Governor Mangubhai Patel has said that
the concept of family is widespread in
Indian culture. In the concept of our

culture, the whole world has been considered
as family saying Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam. It
means that living together with mutual affec-
tion and cooperation is the basis of the family.

Patel was addressing a webinar organized
by the Central Sanskrit University Bhopal
campus on "Marital Life: Problems and
Solutions" in the three-day International
Astrological Research Seminar from Raj
Bhavan on Wednesday.

Governor Patel said that marital relations
form the basis of a family. The ups and downs
in married life in Indian society affect all the
family members along with husband, wife
and children. He said that today in the blind
race of modernity, cases of tension, disputes
and disintegration in families are on the rise.
The reason for this is the indifference of the
young generation towards the Indian moral
values. He said that the sense of renunciation,
sacrifice and dutifulness towards each other
among the members of the family can be
understood by Lord Shri Ram, Sita, Lakshman
and his wife Urmila. The story of Savitri-
Satyavan is also inspiring. He said that the

seven rounds (saat phere) taken at the begin-
ning of married life are also a commitment to
the teachings of life. The pheras lead by
groom in the first four rounds and the bride in
the last three rounds indicates the ideals of
marriage ideals.The Saraswat address was
given by Director Central Sanskrit University
Mumbai Campus Prof. Bharat Bhushan
Mishra. Vice Chancellor Sanskrit University
New Delhi Prof. Srinivas Varkhedi, special
guest Acharya Sanskrit Department Mauritius
Prof. Jatindra Mohan Mishra also addressed
the gathering. Dr. Dambrudhar Pati proposed
the vote of thanks.

Concept of family is widespread in Indian
culture: Governor Mangubhai Patel

IGRMS ORGANISED ONLINE
QUIZ COMPETITION 

Bhopal: An online quiz competition
"Know Your Museum-3" is being organ-
ized by Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya on the occasion of Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav. The competition
will start from 10 am on 25th February,
2022 and will continue till 10 am on
26th February, 2022. This online quiz
competition has been developed by the
museum focusing on its various open-
air exhibitions presented in the "Online
Exhibition Series".

There are 75 video presentations of
various exhibitions in this series which
are available in museum's website,
facebook and YouTube. The questions
of this quiz competition will be based
on 7 videos on Traditional Technology
Open air exhibition. Participants are
advised to see these videos before
attempting the quiz. The winners will
be given first prize of Rs.2000/-, second
prize of Rs.1500/-, and third prize of
Rs.1000/- along with certificates. Along
with this, free annual membership of
'Friend's of IGRMS' worth Rs. 2000/-
will be provided to the winners. All the
information related to this can be seen
on the website of the museum
http://igrms.gov.in

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Some eastern districts of
Madhya Pradesh are likely to
receive light rains on

Wednesday, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
has said.

A spell of rain is expected in iso-
lated area of Satna, Sidhi, Singrauli
districts.

According to the IMD office
Bhopal, in the last 24 hours, Satna is
the only district in the state to have
experienced rain. The rain likely to
occur during the afternoon hours.

There is a cyclonic circulation
over south Gujarat resulting in

moisture incursion and cloud in the
state and therefore rain is expected
in some areas. Bhopal-based mete-
orologists said apart from this sys-
tem the state would also have
impact of western disturbance
around February 18.Overall, the day
and the night temperature in the
state remained slightly above the
normal mark, with respite from
cold.

The minimum temperature in
the capital city Bhopal was recorded

at 13 degrees Celsius, 0.3 degrees
below normal, while the maximum
was pedgged at 27.7 degrees.

Clear sky and dry weather is like-
ly in Bhopal with day and night
temperatures hovering around 26
degrees and 14 degrees respectively,
while average wind speed will be
16kmph. While the overall lower
temperature in the state in the last
24 hours was recorded at 8 degree
celsius in Nowgaon under
Chhatarpur district.

LIGHT RAINS LIKELY IN EASTERN PARTS OF MP
SOME EASTERN DIS-
TRICTS OF MADHYA
PRADESH ARE LIKELY TO
RECEIVE LIGHT RAINS ON
WEDNESDAY, THE INDIA
METEOROLOGICAL
DEPARTMENT (IMD) HAS
SAID.

CM PLANTS COCONUT SAPLING AT
HIS RESIDENCE PREMISES

Bhopal: Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan planted a
coconut sapling at his
residence premises on
Wednesday. Chouhan
has been planting
saplings every day since
the last Narmada
Jayanti to fulfil his
resolve. Coconut is con-
sidered holy and auspi-
cious in Indian culture.
Coconut is called 'Shriphal' in Sanskrit, Shri means Lakshmi.
Coconut water is rich in electrolytes, which makes one feel
fresh when tired or weak. One coconut contains about 600
milligrams of 
potassium.

CM PAYS TRIBUTE TO SAINT
SHIROMANI RAVIDAS 

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan paid hom-
age to Saint Shiromani Ravidas ji on his birth anniversary.
Chouhan paid floral tributes by garlanding Ravidas ji's por-
trait in the auditorium at his residence office. Chouhan con-
gratulated the people of the state on Ravidas Jayanti. He said
that I have been very fond of Saint Ravidas's bhajan "Prabhu
Ji Tum Chandan Hum Pani" since childhood.

Chief Minister Chouhan said that Saint Ravidas was an
amazing devotee, social reformer, flag bearer of Indian cul-
ture and traditions. Chouhan said that the words of Saint
Ravidas ji, "Aisa chahun raaj mein, jahan mile sabhi ko anna,
chhota badha sab sanga rahen, Ravidas rahe prasanna" is
our inspiration. Efforts will continue to run the state on
these principles.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

The Prime minister
Narendra Modi is set to
inaugurate 550 TPD

(tonne per day) capacity Bio-
CNG plant at Indore  on 19
February, through video-con-
ferencing. 

PM Modi will also interact
will Swacchata entrepreneurs
of Bhopal, Indore and Dewas
on the occasion, an official of
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment confirmed. 

Madhya Pradesh chief min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
held a review meeting and
announced PM Modi's plans
in Madhya Pradesh.

The CM took stock of the

situation preparations for the
inaugural function with senior
officials, the official said.
Madhya Pradesh CM also
mentioned that he tested pos-
itive for the novel coronavirus. 

A film based on the opera-
tion of this plant will also be
shown at the inauguration
function.

Union housing, urban,
petroleum and natural gas
minister Hardeep Puri will
also take part in the event, the
official added.

PM MODI TO INAUGURATE BIO-CNG PLANT IN  INDORE
PM Modi will also inter-
act will Swacchata
entrepreneurs of
Bhopal, Indore and
Dewas on the occasion,
an official of the
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment confirmed.

CM CONDOLES THE DEATH OF SUSHILA VERMA
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has expressed deep grief

over the demise of Sushila Verma, mother of Sameer Verma, Field Publicity
Officer, Regional Outreach Bureau, Bhopal, Government of India. Chouhan
has prayed to God to give peace to the departed soul and strength to the
bereaved family members to bear this loss.

CM CONDOLES THE DEATH OF BAPPI LAHIRI
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has condoled the demise of

popular singer and music composer Shri Bappi Lahiri. Chouhan has said that
Bappi ji was a special gem of the music world. His passing is an irreparable loss
to the Indian music world. Chouhan has prayed to God to grant peace to the
departed soul and strength to all the fans including the family members to
bear this loss. Chouhan has tweeted that - "He will always live in the hearts of
all of us through his unique voice and songs."
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Agriculture sector plays an important role in the
making of Atmanirbhar Madhya Pradesh. The
efforts of the state government include increasing

agricultural production, reducing the cost of produc-
tion, providing fair prices for agricultural produce, and
providing adequate compensation to the farmer in case
of loss of produce due to natural calamities or other
conditions. Due to these efforts, Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has created a new record at the national
level recently by distributing the largest amount of crop
loss assistance in the country under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana. In 49 lakh crop damage claims of
farmers, assistance amounting to Rs.7618 crore was
transferred to their accounts with a single click. This
crop insurance amount has become a lifesaver for the
affected farmers of the state.

Chouhan has said that I have always been with the
farmers of the state in every joy and sorrow and will
always continue to be. Farmers will never be allowed to
suffer financial loss due to natural calamity or flood,
rain, hailstorm, crop crisis. The relief amount will also
be deposited in the account of the farmers for the dam-
age caused to the crops due to hailstorm and rain in the

past.
Farmer Welfare and Agriculture Development

Minister Kamal Patel has said that the government is
making continuous efforts to make agriculture a prof-
itable business. Innovations are also being promoted by
the government to benefit the farmers. All possible
efforts will be made for the economic empowerment of
farmers under the leadership and guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister Chouhan.

Out of 10 lakh 62 thousand 574 claims in 5 districts of
Bhopal division, Rs 2 thousand 58 crore 31 lakh has
been paid. 

In Gwalior, Datia, Shivpuri, Guna and Ashoknagar
districts of Gwalior division, an amount of Rs 218 crore
41 lakh was distributed in 2 lakh 37 thousand 499
claims of crop insurance. 

Out of one lakh 87 thousand 342 insurance claims in
8 districts of Jabalpur division, an amount of Rs 141
crore 91 lakh was transferred to the accounts of farmers.
In this, Rs. 8 crore 87 lakh in 11 thousand 86 insurance
claims of Jabalpur, Rs. 7 crore 34 lakh in 7 thousand 202
insurance claims in Katni, Rs. 22 crore 37 lakh in 34
thousand 895 insurance claims in Narsinghpur, Rs. 27
crore 33 lakh in 27 thousand 809 insurance claims in
Seoni, Rs. 22 crore 63 lakh in 26 thousand 531 insurance

claims in Balaghat, Rs. 44 crore 87 lakh in 66 thousand
156 insurance claims in Chhindwara, Rs. 3 crore 45 lakh
in 6 thousand 457 insurance claims in Dindori and an
amount of Rs 5 crore 5 lakh has been distributed in 7
thousand 206 insurance claims in Mandla.

In 4 districts of Rewa division, Rs 45 crore 92 lakh has
been paid in 49 thousand 508 claims. 

Out of 3 lakh 729 insurance claims in 6 districts of
Sagar division, an amount of Rs 382 crore 3 lakh was
transferred to the accounts of farmers. 

Out of 19 lakh 22 thousand 528 insurance claims in 7
districts of Ujjain division, an amount of Rs 2867 crore
17 lakh was transferred to the accounts of farmers. 

In 3 districts of Narmadapuram division, in 4 lakh 3
thousand 944 claims, Rs 925 crore 21 lakh has been
paid. 

In 3 districts of Chambal division, in 20 thousand 357
claims, 25 crore 37 lakh rupees were paid. 

Crop insurance amounting to 30 crore 93 lakh rupees
have been paid in 32 thousand 961 claims in 3 districts
of Shahdol division. In this, Rs 7 crore 78 lakh was trans-
ferred in 7 thousand 236 insurance claims in Anuppur
district, Rs 8 crore 26 lakh in 9 thousand 941 claims in
Umaria and Rs 14 crore 89 lakh in 15 thousand 784
claims in Shahdol.

I have always been with the farmers in every
joy and sorrow and will continue to be: CM 



India once again tightened up its digital
borders and asserted sovereignty in the
digital space with its latest move to ban

apps belonging to large China tech firms
such as Tencent, Alibaba and NetEase and re-
branded versions of apps already banned by
India in 2020 among others.

The lack of transparency about the data-
sharing norms under a Chinese law, that
requires companies of Chinese origin to
share data with that country's intelligence
agencies, irrespective of where they operate,
necessitates that in the interest of sovereign-
ty, integrity, defence, security of state, friend-
ly relations with foreign states and public
order the government of India invokes
Section 69A of the Information Technology
Act to restrict public access on these apps.

To understand the entire picture, it is perti-
nent to glance at the existing regulations in
China specially: the National Intelligence Law
2017 and the Counter Espionage Law 2014.
Article 7 of the National Intelligence Law
2017 authorises the Chinese government's
deliberate integration of the public and pri-
vate digital landscape, which requires
Chinese citizens and organisations to cooper-
ate with state intelligence work. As it is, the
law remains obscure and vague in terms of
national security and intelligence work,
Article 11 further adds to the risk associated
with Chinese entities or companies operating
overseas.

Article 11 authorises the Chinese intelli-
gence agencies to collect and process infor-
mation about any activities of "overseas enti-
ties or individuals" which jeopardize the
national security and interests of China. The
Counter Espionage law 2014 states that when
the state security organ investigates and
understands the situation of espionage and
collects relevant evidence, the relevant
organisations and individuals shall provide it
truthfully and may not refuse. In a nutshell, it
appears that organisations and individuals
don't have a choice when it comes to helping
the government. The Chinese government,
with this vaguely-defined "intelligence work,"
could force companies to hand over network
data whether they want to or not. This con-
cern was also raised by Amnesty
International thereby stating that the national
security legal architecture poorly defines con-
cepts of "intelligence work", making it prone
to risk and violation of human rights. China

has accused India of discriminatory practices
that violate World Trade Organization rules
after India banned Chinese mobile apps and
on the contrary China's nation-scale firewall,
colloquially referred to as the ï¿½Great
Firewall of China', put into action numerous
kinds of content filtering and censorship to
control the internet traffic of China. The data
suggests that China accounts for three quar-
ters of the takedown requests between July
2018 and July 2019 and approximately 85 per
cent of apps removed from the Apple's App
Store.

A scrupulous attention to the data collect-
ed by Apps would give us a coup d'oeil into
the possible threats from a geopolitical per-
spective. The apps on your cell phone collect
data such as:
(a) Who you are: Which includes biometrics

like retina and fingerprints, a person's
physical characteristics and other per-
sonally identifiable information.

(b) What you do: Your activities like travel
and GPS location, a person's behaviour
and movement patterns.

(c) What you know: Entailing information
known only to the beholder personally,
like personal identification number
(PIN), usernames and access tokens.

(d) What you have: This includes documents

and numbers such as a national identity
number, passport, bank account num-
bers, etc.

While European apps have to be compliant
with its data protection law- General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), the US tech
ecosystem is also democratically regulated
(you can go to a court). The principles of
Data protection in totalitarian states like
China are highly apocryphal. With respect to
Chinese apps there exists no transparency
and information about the data subjects'
rights, one knows nothing about principles of
consent and other legitimate grounds for the
processing of personal data. Similarly, data
transfers and processing by third parties is
also opaque thereby leaving Indian citizens
vulnerable to exploitation by a totalitarian
non-democratic state, which puts surveillance
and censors its citizens around the clock.The
lines between government and business
interests, in a totalitarian state, are opaque.
Apple can resist the US government (suppos-
edly) and decline to share data on the
grounds of individual privacy, but the same
cannot be said for China.

The Internet has no bound-
aries, de facto and de jure,
hence hundreds of millions of
Indians today are subscribers

of apps made worldwide. The Cambridge
Analytica scandal has proved beyond doubt
that data can be put to use for sinister purpos-
es. Little bits and bytes of data leak informa-
tion about individuals but if this is accumulat-
ed, it can have perilous national security
implications. In his book Data and Goliath,
Bruce Schneier discusses the "hidden battles
to collect your data and to control your
world". In 2015, this thought did not seem so
sinister. The ephialtes unfolded so slowly that
the world missed the horror since. A variety of
data are used for corporate and government
surveillance around the world including but
not limited to identity, transaction, location,
activity and communication details. Sources
of these data points include social media plat-
forms, email accounts, desktop computers,
networks and now the most potent source are
our mobile devices.During the act of warfare
and conflict between China and other coun-
tries, data from these apps will put the
Chinese regime to a great geopolitical advan-
tage. It can get a real-time picture of the other
country's varied strategic and tactical initia-
tives for defence and combat preparedness.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Former Congress President Rahul
Gandhi has not stepped in UP so far
after two phases of voting in politi-

cally crucial Uttar Pradesh. The firefight-
ing in UP has been left to Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra who is
Incharge in the state. Though Rahul
Gandhi has been named star campaigner
in UP elections by the party, but he is keep-
ing safe distance as sources say that party's
prospects are not good and the Congress
may not win seats as it expects. The party is
contesting all the seats in the state for the
first time in two decades as it is not in
alliance with any political party. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra has now emerged as the
main campaigner for the party in the state
and outside UP, however Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi are scheduled to
attend the Ravidas Jayanti program in
Varanasi on Wednesday but there is no
campaign schedule given by the party yet.
However, the Congress sources say that
Rahul Gandhi will step in the state after
Punjab elections and that the party has
high stakes in the state where the Congress
is expecting to return to power. The
Congress in 2017 fought elections in
alliance with the Samajwadi Party but
failed miserably and could only win 7 seats
and in 2019 even Rahul Gandhi lost elec-
tion in the state from the home turf of
Amethi. Rahul Gandhi last visited Amethi
in December 2021 and participated in a
march of Pratigya Yatra along with his sis-
ter Priyanka Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi said,
this is his home, and no one can force him
to go out of here. He first fought elections in
2004 from Amethi and won till 2014 but
lost in 2019 to Smriti Irani but won from
Wayanad in Kerala.

Why Rahul is not
campaigning in UP

international

Khushbu Jain

CHINESE APP BAN ESSENTIAL TO PROTECT
INDIA'S DATA SOVEREIGNTY 

Israel sends officials to
Vienna during nuclear talks

Jerusalem|Agencies

Israel has sent envoys to
Vienna during the nuclear
talks to meet with official

negotiators of several world
powers.

Head of the Israeli Foreign
Ministry's strategic depart-
ment Joshua Zarka talked
with International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
Director-General Rafael
Grossi on Monday, Xinhua
news agency reported citing
Israel's state-owned Kan
news TV. Mikhail Ulyanov,
head of Russia's delegation to
the nuclear negotiations,
tweeted that he met with
"Israeli colleagues" in Vienna
on Tuesday, and "discussed
IAEA-related issues."

The Israeli officials also
met US negotiator Rob
Malley and the negotiators of
the remaining parties to the
nuclear deal, formally known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), as

per the reports in Israeli
media. The Israeli Foreign
Ministry has not immediately
commented on the meetings.

The nuclear talks in
Vienna, which started last
April to revive the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, don't include
Israeli representatives.

It was the first time Israel
has sent diplomats to Vienna
since the talks began. Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett, who is on a visit to
Bahrain, said on Tuesday that
a return to the 2015 deal
would be "a strategic mis-
take." Iran stresses that its
nuclear program is peaceful.

UN rapporteur discusses N.K. human
rights issues with S Korean officials

Seoul|Agencies

The UN special rappor-
teur for human rights
in North Korea met

with South Korean officials
on Wednesday to discuss the
reclusive state's humanitari-
an situation, officials in
Seoul said.

Tomas Ojea Quintana
arrived in Seoul on Tuesday
for a nine-day visit, during
which he plans to meet
South Korean government
officials, politicians, as well
as civic groups and North
Korean defectors to prepare

an annual report to be sub-
mitted to the UN Human
Rights Council next month.

He paid a courtesy call to
Vice Unification Minister
Choi Young-jun and dis-
cussed pending humanitari-
an issues, including the
reunions of families separat-

ed by the 1950-53 Korean
War, Yonhap news agency
reported citing the Ministry
of Unification.

"The vice unification min-
ister said efforts to improve
inter-Korean relations and
establish peace on the
Korean Peninsula should

make progress based on
cooperation with the inter-
national community to actu-
ally promote North Koreans'
human rights," the ministry
said in a press release.

Quintana also had a meet-
ing with Second Vice Foreign
Minister Choi Jong-moon to
exchange opinions on diplo-
matic efforts to promote
human rights in North
Korea, the foreign ministry
said.On Thursday, the UN
expert is scheduled to meet
the brother of a South
Korean fisheries official who
was killed by North Korean
troops near the inter-Korean
sea border in 2020 and the
son of the North's 1969 plane
hijacking victim. It is
Quintana's seventh trip to
South Korea since taking
office in August 2016 and the
last before his term ends in
August. The rapporteur will
hold a press briefing on his
findings and recommenda-
tions on the last day of his
stay here.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg says it appears
Russia is continuing its mili-

tary build-up on the border with
Ukraine, despite Moscow's claim it
was sending some troops back to
base, media reports said.

"We have heard signs from
Moscow about readiness to continue
diplomatic efforts, but so far we have
not seen any de-escalation on the
ground. On the contrary, it appears

that Russia continues the military
build-up," Stoltenberg said on
Wednesday, CNN reported.

"We will continue to convey a very
clear message to Russia that we are
ready to sit down and discuss with

them, but at the same time, we are
prepared for the worst."

Stoltenberg's remarks come just a
day after Russia announced that
some troops from its southern and
western military districts had begun

returning to their bases following
exercises, although Moscow has said
that military drills will continue to be
held, CNN reported.

Ahead of a meeting of NATO
defense ministers on Wednesday,
Stoltenberg had stressed that NATO
remains hopeful that Russia will
engage in "meaningful dialogue" and
choose to pursue diplomacy rather
than confrontation. "We are closely
monitoring and following what
they're doing," he said. "If they really
start to withdraw forces, that's some-
thing we will welcome, but that
remains to be seen," he said. The
Secretary General noted that NATO
has observed a steady increase in
Russia's military capabilities near the
Ukrainian border over the last few
weeks and months, with "well over
100,000" troops believed to be near
the border. "Russia retains the capa-
bility of a full-fledged invasion of
Ukraine, without any warning time,"
he added, the report said.

RUSSIA APPEARS TO BE CONTINUING MILITARY
BUILD-UP AROUND UKRAINE: NATO

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg says it
appears Russia is continu-
ing its military build-up on
the border with Ukraine,
despite Moscow's claim it
was sending some troops
back to base, media reports
said.

Airlines to raise fuel surcharges
on int'l routes in March

Seoul|Agencies

South Korean airlines are set to raise fuel
surcharges on international routes next
month as jet fuel prices rise at a faster pace,

industry people said on Wednesday.
Starting March 1, the surcharge for one-way

tickets on international routes will range from
18,000 won (US$15) to 138,200 won, depending
on the routes, Yonhap news agency reported cit-
ing a Korean Air official said. The planned hike
will raise the surcharges to the highest Level 10
from the current Level 6, which ranges from
10,800 won to 80,400 won. In April 2021, rising
jet fuel prices prompted local carriers to begin
imposing fuel surcharges after a one-year hiatus.
Fuel surcharges on international routes had
stayed at zero since April 2020 due to low oil

prices sparked by the Covid-19 pandemic. Local
carriers' surcharges vary depending on the level
of jet fuel prices traded on the Singaporean mar-
ket. If the average jet fuel price on the Singapore
spot market rises over $1.50 per gallon during
the past month, South Korean airlines are
allowed to impose fuel surcharges starting one
month later. Jet fuel prices averaged at $2.43 per
gallon on the Singapore market for the one
month from January 16 to February 15. The
average price is the basis for setting jet fuel sur-
charges for March. If jet fuel prices drop below
the threshold, no surcharge is collected. There
are 10 levels of surcharges, depending on the
length of the route. On the domestic routes, fuel
surcharges will rise to 8,800 won next month
from 5,500 won this month.

South Korean airlines are set to
raise fuel surcharges on interna-
tional routes next month as jet
fuel prices rise at a faster pace,
industry people said on
Wednesday.

Israel has sent envoys to Vienna during
the nuclear talks to meet with official
negotiators of several world powers. The UN special rap-

porteur for human
rights in North
Korea met with
South Korean offi-
cials on Wednesday
to discuss the reclu-
sive state's humani-
tarian situation, offi-
cials in Seoul said.

US AIR FORCE DEPLOYS 4
B-52 BOMBERS TO GUAM
Seoul: The US has deployed four B-52 nuclear-capable
bombers to Guam to demonstrate America's "commitment
to the region," its military said on Wednesday, amid con-
cerns that Pyongyang could conduct provocative acts in
time for key political events.
The US Pacific Air Force said the bombers and more than
220 Air Force personnel have arrived at Andersen Air Force
Base on the Pacific Island to support training efforts with
allies and partners, Yonhap news agency reported.
Speculation has lingered that Pyongyang could stage
another show of force to mark the 80th birthday of his late
father, Kim Jong-il, on Wednesday and the 110th birthday
of his late grandfather Kim Il-sung on April 15.
The late leader's birthday this week has, so far, been largely
uneventful, with the North's state media highlighting his
legacies, such as improvement in the country's ties with
China.
The US military said the arrival of the bombers demon-
strates the US' security commitment to the Indo-Pacific
region.
"Put simply, we are here to support a stable, secure, and
free Indo-Pacific region," Lt Col. Christopher Coleman, the
commander of the 96th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron,
was quoted as saying.
Last month, Pyongyang ratcheted up tensions with seven
known rounds of missile launches, including the test of an
intermediate-range ballistic missile capable of targeting
Guam.
Meanwhile, the US Air Force was also said to have flown an
RC-135V surveillance jet over the greater Seoul area on
Wednesday, possibly to monitor activities in the North on
Kim Jong-il's birthday.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray invited his
Telangana counterpart K.

Chandrashekar Rao for lunch on
Sunday with a power menu compris-
ing national affairs and opposition
unity, officials said.

Earlier on Wednesday, Thackeray
called up KCR, as Rao is popularly
known, and lauded his efforts to rally
the country's regional and Opposition
parties and forge a united challenge to
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party at the
Centre.

Thackeray is understood to have
conveyed to KCR the need to "save the
country" from BJP's divisive political
agenda for which the Shiv Sena would
extend full support.

KCR is expected to fly down from

Hyderabad on Sunday morning and
drop in at the CM's official residence
'Varsha' at Malabar Hill for the 'lunch
pe charcha', an official indicated.

However, ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi's (MVA) other constituents -
the Nationalist Congress Party and
Congress - told IANS that "as of now,
no meetings are scheduled between
their leaders and KCR."Key states like
Maharashtra, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu or even Delhi - where the BJP
has lost elections since the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls - are considered critical in
its ambitions to ensure maximum
leverage for the 2024 Lok Sabha or
even the future Rajya Sabha polls.

Since the past few weeks, the
Telangana CM has been zipping
around the country, meeting top lead-
ers of various national and regional
Opposition parties to rally them for a
united front against the BJP before the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. Among the
leaders he has already met are Tejaswi
Yadav, his Tamil Nadu counterpart
M.K. Stalin, and is likely to meet
Thackeray and West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee - who incidentally
had come to meet Thackeray and
Nationalist Congress Party President
Sharad Pawar in December. Former
Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda has
also expressed support to KCR on his

anti-communal agenda and the duo
are slated to have a meeting shortly.
Most states ruled by Opposition or
regional parties have been strongly
protesting at the BJP's continuing
"destabilising" efforts or "toppling
attempts". They have also been accus-
ing the BJP of misusing power and
government machinery by letting
loose various Central investigating
agencies against their top leaders and
even family members to make them
"bend" or "break." Among the parties
that are considered the prime targets
include Shiv Sena, the NCP, the
Trinamool Congress, and certain other
parties, too. A MVA leader said that
similar issues had come up during
Banerjee's confabulations with
Thackeray and Sharad Pawar last
December, and the upcoming discus-
sions with KCR are likely to move
these even further. On Tuesday, Sena
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut launched
a scathing attack on the state BJP func-
tionaries, Enforcement Directorate
and other central agencies, on how
they have been harassing people on
flimsy reasons to target the top lead-
ers. He also charged the Central agen-
cies of going all out against the
Opposition leaders, but not displaying
the same vigour when BJP leaders are
accused of graft charges despite pro-
viding evidence repeatedly.

'Opposition unity' on menu at Maharashtra-
Telangana CMs' Sunday lunch 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
invited his Telangana coun-
terpart K. Chandrashekar
Rao for lunch on Sunday
with a power menu com-
prising national affairs and
opposition unity, officials
said.

ED again summons Shakeel's aide
Salim Qureshi for questioning

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
again summoned Salim

Qureshi, the alleged aide of
Chhota Shakeel to join the
investigation in connection
with Prevention of Money
Laundering case involving
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim.

On Tuesday, the ED had
questioned Qureshi for
around nine hours. But he
was again summoned as he
remained silent on a number
of questions and was evasive
throughout the probe.

"He was confronted with
various documents and digi-
tal evidence collected by the
probe agecny. He was evasive
throughout the questioning
and tried to evade a lot of
questions," said a source.

The Enforcement
Directorate on Tuesday
morning had conducted
raids at multiple locations
linked to underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim in Mumbai
and nearby areas.

The house of late Haseena
Parkar, the sister of Dawood

Ibrahim, was also raided by
an elite team of the ED.

The ED recovered a few
incriminating documents
during the raid. A politician
of Maharashtra is also under
the lens of ED for his connec-
tion with Dawood Ibrahim.

"We conducted raids at ten
locations in Mumbai and sur-
rounding areas. These raids
were related to a Prevention
of money laundering case
involving gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his associates. A
property deal is under scan-
ner, wherein a senior politi-
cian from Maharashtra is also
allegedly involved along with
others," the source had said
on Tuesday.

The ED is currently scan-
ning the money transactions
of the politicians and alleged

aides of Dawood. They said
that they had been working
on the case for a long time.

The source said that
Dawood is still controlling
the real estate business
through his middlemen. The
money is sent to him and his
aides through the Hawala
network. This money is fur-
ther allegedly being used by
the different terror modules
to spread anti-national and
terrorist activities across
India. It is learnt that
Pakistan's ISI is supporting
Dawood in running his busi-
ness and to spread terror
activities from money earned
from from the business.

A property deal had come
on ED's radar after which the
agency initiated a money
laundering probe.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has again summoned Salim
Qureshi, the alleged aide of Chhota Shakeel to join the investigation in
connection with Prevention of Money Laundering case involving
underworld don Dawood Ibrahim.

After 44 days, Mumbai records zero
deaths, Maha's Omicron cases zoom

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After 44 days, Mumbai
recorded zero Covid-
19 deaths even as the

Maharashtra's Omicron
infections suddenly rocket-
ed, health officials said on
Tuesday.

BrihanMumbai Municipal
Commissioner I.S. Chahal
announced that the coun-
try's commercial capital

recorded zero deaths for the
first time since January 2,
and the civic body was "pro-
ceeding in the right direc-
tion" in controlling the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Simultaneously, the city
was unshackled from the
containment zone or sealed
tags in any buildings or
localities, said the civic chief.

After recording the first
Covid-19 cases in March
2020, the city recorded nil
fatalities on October 17,
2021 for the first time ever, in
wake of the second wave of
the pandemic.

December was better with
zero deaths notched 7 times
even as the third wave set in
and now the pandemic
curve is apparently waning.

The state position wors-
ened with 2,831 new infec-

tions on Tuesday - com-
pared with 1,966 a day
before, while the number of
deaths almost tripled from
12 to 35.

The worrisome factor was
a sudden spurt in Omicron
infections - from 8 on
Monday to 351 - sounding
fresh alarm bells - though
none reported from
Mumbai.

The state has reported
4,345 Omicron cases since
December 1, while 3,334
have been fully cured and
sent home, while 8,904 posi-
tive samples have been sent
for genome sequencing. The
results of 1,046 are awaited.

Since the start of the pan-
demic in March 2020, the
state has recorded a whop-
ping 78,47,746 cases and a
total of 143,451 fatalities.

After 44 days,
Mumbai recorded
zero Covid-19
deaths even as the
Maharashtra's
Omicron infections
suddenly rocketed,
health officials said
on Tuesday.

Role of Dawood's brother emerges during
questioning of Qureshi in PMLA case

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has moved an application
before the concerned court

seeking permission to question
Dawood Ibrahim's brother Iqbal
Kaskar in money laundering case.

Iqbal Kaskar has been made an
accused in the case. Sources have
claimed that ED is planning to arrest
him. The court will decide their plea

in coming days.
Salim Qureshi, the aide of Chhota

Shakeel is currently being interrogat-
ed by a team of elite officials of the
probe agency. Iqbal Kaskar was
placed under arrest in 2017 by Thane
Police in connection with an extor-
tion case. An FIR under section 384
(extortion), and other relevant sec-

tions of the IPC was lodged by Thane
Police against Anees Ibrahim, Iqbal
Kaskar and others. The ED has taken
all the documents from Thane Police
pertaining to the case.

The National Investigation Agency
too had lodged a case of terror activi-
ties on the basis of the FIR of Thane
Police and other relevant documents.

The ED lodged an ECIR of Money
Laundering on the basis of the case
lodged by the NIA.

Sources have said that it was learnt
that Qureshi went to Pakistsn several
times using forged passport. He also
allegedly works at the behest of
Dawood and Shakeel. The ED has
collected the information regarding
his bank accounts, properties and
other income sources. Sources have
claimed that they used to collect
extortion money, and also earned
through settlement (solving disputes
after creating it themselves), and
through drugs. Later this money was
allegedly used to spread terror activi-
ties across India. On Wednesday,
Qureshi was asked to join the investi-
gation by 11 a.m. The ED had asked
him to come with a set of documents
pertaining to financial matter. Further
investigation is underway.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
moved an application
before the concerned court
seeking permission to
question Dawood Ibrahim's
brother Iqbal Kaskar in
money laundering case.

Former CBI official gets bail in
Maha Minister document leak case

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Acourt here has granted bail to former CBI
Sub-Inspector Abhishek Tiwari, who was
arrested in connection with a case of alleged

leaking of confidential documents to divert the
probe against former Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh in a corruption case.

Special CBI Judge Sanjeev Aggarwal of Rouse
Avenue Court, while granting bail, noted that
Tiwari is a former CBI official and has roots in the
society.The court, in its order dated February 11,
observed that the allegations of the present case do

not pertain to economic offenses of huge magni-
tude, therefore, it cannot per se be said to be falling
under the category of grave offenses. It also pointed
out that other accused persons having almost simi-
lar roles have already been released on bail recent-
ly.

It was also directed that Tiwari furnish a personal
bond of Rs 1,00,000 with one surety of the like
amount. 

On January 31, the same court had granted bail
to Deshmukh's lawyer Anand Daga and his social
media manager Vaibhav Gajendra Tumane in the

case. Opposing the bail plea, the CBI argued that
Tumane was the one who collected the sensitive
report from Daga, prepared its copies, and sent
them through courier to various addresses in Delhi.
As per the FIR, Investigating Officer Tiwari, who
was assisting the Enquiry Officer in the preparation
of the probe report, was in possession of sensitive
documents.

He allegedly shared copies of different docu-
ments like memorandum of proceedings, sealing-
unsealing memorandum, statements, seizure
memos etc, related to the investigation of the case
with Daga through WhatsApp on many occasions.

The CBI said that the investigation has revealed
that Tiwari and Daga met in Delhi, Mumbai, and
Pune in person, and had been in regular touch
through WhatsApp calls and messages and SMS
after April 14 last year. The probe has revealed that
Daga had bought an iPhone worth Rs 95,000 for the
CBI official and gave it to him as illegal gratification
in lieu of sharing case sensitive and confidential
documents. The CBI had arrested Daga from
Mumbai and Tiwari from Delhi. Later, Daga was
shifted to a Delhi jail on transit remand.

A court here has granted bail to former
CBI Sub-Inspector Abhishek Tiwari,
who was arrested in connection with a
case of alleged leaking of confidential
documents to divert the probe against
former Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh in a corruption case.

Rani Mukerji: Bappi uncle will
always be Indian cinema's
most iconic music personality

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Rani Mukerji, whose mother
Krishna Mukherjee was a childhood
friend of Bappi Lahiri, has mourned

the death of the late veteran music compos-
er, who is popularly called as the 'Disco
King', and said that he will always be the
most iconic musical personality of Indian
cinema.

Rani said: "India has again lost one of her

precious gems... Bappi uncle is and will
always be the most iconic musical personali-
ty of Indian cinema." "His music was leg-
endary, his versatility as a composer was
unmatched," she added. The actress called
Lahiri, who passed away aged 69 in a hospi-
tal in Mumbai, "a truly self made man, a
great son to his parents, a wonderful hus-
band and a great dad."

Rani shared that Lahiri's death is a loss for
her family. "My Mum and Bappi uncle were
childhood friends from Calcutta. It's a per-
sonal loss for our family... My mother is dev-
astated."

She added: "While the whole world
mourns his loss, I can't help but think of all
the memories I have of him from my child-
hood. Will miss him dearly. His smiling face
and kind personality will always be a happy
memory.. I pray that Chitrani Aunty, Rema,
Bappa and the entire Lahiri family finds
strength to go through this loss. It's too sad.
He went too soon. Bappi uncle rest in peace.
The heavens have earned an angel today!"

Actress Rani Mukerji, whose
mother Krishna Mukherjee was a
childhood friend of Bappi Lahiri,
has mourned the death of the late
veteran music composer, who is
popularly called as the 'Disco
King', and said that he will always
be the most iconic musical per-
sonality of Indian cinema.

YES BANK CO FOUNDER RANA
KAPOOR, TWO OTHERS GRANTED BAIL

Team Absolute|Mumbai

AMumbai court on
Wednesday granted
bail to Yes Bank co-

founder Rana Kapoor and
Avanatha Group's Gautam
Thapar and B Hariharan of
Avantha Group in a money
laundering case.

Additional Sessions Judge
MG Deshpande granted

them bail.
Senior advocate Mahesh

Jethmalani appeared for
Thapar and Sandeep Kapur
for Hariharan.

The case pertains to
criminal conspiracy for
obtaining illegal gratifica-
tion to the tune of Rs 307
crore by Rana Kapoor, the
then MD & CEO of Yes Bank
Ltd by acquiring a property
located at New Delhi's
Amrita Shergill Marg at a
price of Rs 378 crore against
the alleged declared value
of Rs 685 crore.

A Mumbai court on
Wednesday granted
bail to Yes Bank co-
founder Rana
Kapoor and
Avanatha Group's
Gautam Thapar and
B. Hariharan of
Avantha Group in a
money laundering
case.

INDIA'S FIRST 'DISCO-KING' BAPPI LAHIRI PASSES AWAY AT 69 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Veteran singer-composer
Alokesh alias Bappi Lahiri -
nephew of the legendary trio

of late Ashok Kumar, Kishore Kumar
and Anoop Kumar - passed away
around midnight due to multiple
health issues, his family said here on
Wednesday. Wielding the baton

from the age of 19, Lahiri, 69, and
breathed his last at the Criticare
Hospital, Juhu, said the hospital
Director Dr Deepak Namjoshi. "He
had been admitted to the hospital
for a month and was discharged on
Monday. But his health deteriorated
on Tuesday and his family called for
a doctor to visit their home, after
which he was brought to the hospi-
tal," said Dr Joshi. He suffered from
several health complications and

died due to OSA (obstructive sleep
apnea) last night, the medico added.
Lahiri - who attained fame as India's
first 'Disco King' - is survived by his
wife, Chitrani, daughter Rema and a
son Bappa, who has taken to his
dad's musical career. In a statement
later, the Lahiri family said: "It's a
deeply sad moment for us. We are
seeking love and blessings for his
soul." The Lahiris said that the music
maestro's cremation will take place

after the arrival of his son Bappa
from Los Angeles around Thursday
midnight. Born in West Bengal,
Lahiri's first composition was for a
Bengali film, 'Daadu' (1972), fol-
lowed by a Bollywood film 'Nanha
Shikari' (1973).He arrived' on the
musical scene in a crescendo with
'Zakhmee' (1975) for which he com-
posed music and also sang, pushing
him to upper echelons at a very
young age of barely 22. During his
career, he directed top legends like
Mohammed Rafi, Lata Mangeshkar,
his 'Mama' Kishore Kumar, Asha
Bhosale, Usha Uthup and many
more to create waves with soulful,
racy, vibrant and rhythmic music.
Lahiri created musical tsunamis
with his compositions in 'Chalte,
Chalte' (1976), 'Suraksha' with the
pacy 'Gunmaster G9' becoming as
popular as 007, and "Lahu Ke Do
Rang" (both 1979). Then followed
'Manokaamna' (1980) with several

lilting numbers, 'Wardat' (1981), the
raging music of "Disco Dancer" that
had the nation dancing to his tunes
with 'Jimmy Jimmy, Aaja Aaja', and
'Namak Halal' (both, 1982), the foot-
tapping 'Himmatwala' (1983),
'Sharaabi' (1984) with the unforget-
table 'Log Kehte Hain, Main
Sharaabi Hoon', "Adventures of
Tarzan" (1985) in which Kimi Katkar
cavorted onscreen crooning 'Tarzan,
O My Tarzan', 'Dance Dance' (1987).
Other films for which he composed
memorable songs include
'Commando' (1988), 'Prem Pratigya'
and 'Guru' (both, 1989). In 1990, he
took the industry by storm with
superhit music for 'Naakabandi' like
the ever-green 'Naakabandi-
Naakabandi' sung by Usha Uthup
and Bappi himself, 'Ghayal', 'Aaj Ka
Arjun', 'Thanedaar',  ilaab'.   Later
came films like 'Dushman Devta',
'Sau Crore', 'First Love Letter' (all,
1991), 'Shola Aur Shabnam''Police.

Veteran singer-compos-
er Alokesh alias Bappi
Lahiri - nephew of the
legendary trio of late
Ashok Kumar, Kishore
Kumar and Anoop
Kumar - passed away
around midnight due to
multiple health issues,
his family said here on
Wednesday.
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Dove Cameron

Seoul | Agencies

South Korean singer and actress Jisoo, who is
also a member of the girl group BLACK-
PINK, is currently enjoying a positive

response to her show 'Snowdrop'. She recently
spoke about her favourite prop from the show.

Elaborating on the same, she implied that her
favorite props, the paper airplanes symbolise her
character, "The most memorable prop for me was

the paper airplanes. Yeong-ro flies a lot of them,
uses a lot of them, and folds a lot of them to the
point where it almost symbolises her, which is
why it's significant to me."

She also mentioned her favourite costume
from the show, "My favorite costume is the fur
slippers that Yeong-ro wears everywhere. I
thought it was the only pair they had and did my
best not to wear them out, but they eventually
became tattered. Later on, I went into the prop

room and found a hundred of them there. I was
so shocked, I still remember those slippers."

In addition, 'Snowdrop' also stars 'Something
In The Rain' star Jung Hae-in. The series, which
explores the forbidden love between a South
Korean girl and a North Korean spy during the
June 1987 Democracy Movement in South Korea,
has been written by Yoo Hyun-mi and directed by
Jo Hyun-tak. 'Snowdrop', is currently streaming
on Disney+ Hotstar.

Los Angeles | Agencies

The 6th season of
the show aired on
January 23 with

new episodes dropping
every Sunday. In sea-
son 6, the dust of sea-
son five clears to reveal
a world that has
evolved. Daniel
Breaker, who stars as
Scooter, the brilliant
and locked-down chief
of staff for Prince, has
been promoted to
series regular going into
Season 6.

As per Variety, the
series was created by
Brian Koppelman,
David Levien and
Andrew Ross Sorkin.
Both Brian and David
doubled up as execu-
tive producers and co-
showrunners alongside
Beth Schacter on the
show.

'Billions' emerged as
one of the longest-run-
ning shows in
Showtime history,
alongside series such as
'Homeland', 'Ray
Donovan', 'Dexter',

Pamela Anderson
will never watch

'Pam and Tommy'

Los Angeles | Agencies

The Hulu series tells the story behind the
theft and release of the 'Baywatch' star
and her then-husband Tommy Lee's sex

tape - with the pair played by Lily James and
Sebastian Stan respectively, reports female-
first.co.uk.

The insider told Entertainment Weekly: "I
do know that she'll never, never watch this.
Not even years from now. Not even the trail-
er."Both Lily and show officials have spoken

about how they contacted Pamela about the
series but did not receive a response and the
insider confirms that she was asked a number
of times - firstly "years ago" long before film-
ing commenced and again when the show
was "in post-production".

The source confirmed that her approach
differs to Tommy - who previously spoke to
Stan about the series.

It said: "Tommy doesn't get it. He's in the
same mindset he was at the time: that any
publicity is good publicity."

Sarah talks about
absence of
Samantha
Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Sarah Jessica Parker addressed
Kim Cattrall's absence in the 'Sex And
The City' reboot titled 'And Just Like

That'.
Without even mentioning Cattrall's name

amid their feud, Parker discussed the matter
during her appearance on 'Watch What
Happens Live with Andy Cohen', reports
aceshowbiz.com.In a recent episode, Cohen
asked the actress about it.

"I loved how the show handled Samantha's
absence, and every time a text came though I
felt like the heart of Samantha came through -
- she had a lot of heart. How did you feel in
the end about how you all handled that? You
kept her alive," he said.To that, the actress
responded: "Yeah, well, I think... I can take no
credit to how we handled it, except that I got
to convey the messages since they're not spo-
ken."She added, "But it is Michael Patrick
King who is our showrunner and our head
writer, and his extraordinary group of amaz-
ingly talented writers."The actress continued,
"It was an idea because Samantha is not gone.
The actress that played the role is no longer
playing that role, but... people aren't absent
from you life when you don't want them to be,
you know?"Jessica Parker said that Michael
handled Samantha's absence "with grace and
dignity and respect, and love and affection for
that character." She added, "I thought it mim-
icked many friendships that, you know, chal-
lenge each other, and struggle, and want to
remain connected in a way, because it's too
painful."

JISOO'S
FAVOURITE
PROP FROM
'SNOWDROP'
SYMBOLISES
HER CHARAC-

TER IN THE
SHOW

Hollywood star Pamela Anderson will "never
watch" 'Pam and Tommy', the dramatisation
about the release of her sex tape with former
husband Tommy Lee, says a source close to the
'Baywatch' star.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rapper Kanye West has
issued an apology to
his former wife Kim

Kardashian and has said
that he has "taken account-
ability" for "harassing" her.

It comes after the 44-
year-old rapper shared a
motley of Instagram posts
over the weekend and yes-
terday, slamming her
boyfriend Pete Davidson
and posting screenshots of
private messages between
himself and the couple,
reports mirror.co.uk.

While attending the
Super Bowl with his chil-
dren, Kanye found himself
at the centre of scrutiny
after he was booed by thou-
sands of fans after his social
media rant. Kanye has now
deleted all of his posts,
including those declaring
that he will bring his family
back together again, and
shared another contemplat-
ing on his actions over the
last few days.He wrote: "I've
learned that using all caps
makes people feel like I'm
screaming at them. I'm

working on my communi-
cation. I can benefit from a
team of creative profession-
als, organizers, mobilizers
and community
leaders.Thank everybody
for supporting me. I know
sharing screen shots was
jarring and came off as
harassing Kim. I take
accountability. I'm still
learning in real time.

"I don't have all the
answers. To be good leader
is to be a good listener."

The rapper was recently
forced to tell his fans not to
"hurt" Davidson after shar-
ing a private message
between himself and Kim,
in which she expresses her
concern that the SNL come-
dian will be targeted.

Kanye apologises for
'harassing' Kim 

Los Angeles | Agencies

Australian actor-pro-
ducer Ryan Kwanten
and Academy Award

winner J.K. Simmons will
be starring in supernatural
horror movie 'Glorious',
reports Deadline.

The film, which is in
final stages of production,
is being directed by
Rebekah McKendry with
script by Todd Rigney,
Joshua Hull and David Ian
McKendry. As per
Deadline, the film has an
interesting premise.
Kwanten plays a young man
who is spiralling out of con-
trol after a bad breakup,
finds himself locked inside
a rest stop bathroom with a
mysterious figure played by
J.K. Simmons, who speaks
with him from an adjacent
stall.While planning his
escape, he realizes he is an
unwilling player in a situa-
tion bigger than he could
have imagined. The film is a
co-production with Fallback
Plan, in association with

Mississippi-based Eyevox
Entertainment, with Rick
Moore from Eyevox execu-
tive producing alongside
James Norrie and Nina
Kolokouri at AMP.

In addition, Ryan
Kwanten, Barbara
Crampton, Mark Cartier,
Gaba Gavi and Kevin Kale
will also serve as executive
producers along with
Jessica Taylor as an associ-
ate producer. Producers are
Bob Portal and Inderpal
Singh from AMP, Joe Wicker

and Morgan Peter Brown
from Fallback Plan
Productions, Jason Scott
Goldberg and Christian
Armogida.

James Norrie of AMP
International, said in a
statement accessed by
Deadline, "Buyers are
always asking for films that
can stand out from the
crowd. Well, your wish is
granted. 'Glorious' is so
deliciously bonkers that
people are going to be talk-
ing about it for years."

Ryan Kwanten and J.K. Simmons

come onboard for 'Glorious'

'Billions' season seven gets a
nod from television network

The seventh season of the American
drama series 'Billions' has been greenlit
at the Showtime television network.
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IPL 2022

Kolkata|Agencies

Two-time IPL champions
Kolkata Knight Riders
(KRR) on Wednesday

have announced Shreyas Iyer
as the captain of the side
ahead of IPL 2022 season.
This will be the second time
Iyer will be captaining a side
in the IPL after doing the
same job for his former team
Delhi Capitals from mid-2018
season till 2020. In the recent
IPL Mega Auction, Iyer was
bought by KKR for INR 12.25
crores after a fierce bidding
battle. "I am extremely hon-
oured to have gotten the
opportunity to lead a presti-
gious team like KKR. The IPL
as a tournament brings the
best players from different
countries and cultures
together and I look forward
to leading this great group of
very talented individuals,"
said Iyer in a statement.

Once KKR succeeded in
acquiring Iyer's services, it

was a foregone conclusion
that the right-handed batter
would be made the captain
of the side. A shoulder injury
and subsequent surgery to
Iyer meant Rishabh Pant cap-
tained Delhi in first half of
IPL 2021. Though Iyer
returned in the second half,
Pant continued to remain the
skipper. Iyer, who led Delhi to

runners-up finish in 2020,
was not retained by the fran-
chise during the retention
period.

Iyer will be the sixth player
to lead KKR after Sourav
Ganguly (2008-10),
McCullum (2009), Gautam
Gambhir (2011-17), Dinesh
Karthik (2018-20) and Eoin
Morgan (2020-21).

Shreyas Iyer will lead
Kolkata Knight Riders 

PRASIDH KRISHNA MAKES BIG
GAINS IN ODI RANKINGS AFTER
SERIES AGAINST WI
Dubai: India pacer Prasidh Krishna has made big gains in the ICC
Men's ODI Bowling Rankings after a 'Player of the
Series' performance in the series against the West
Indies in Ahmedabad. In the series where India
won 3-0, Krishna took nine wickets in three
matches at an average of just 7.55 and economy
rate of 2.50. Krishna's performance -- he had
emerged the leading wicket-taker across both
sides -- has propelled him to jump 50 places from 94th to 44th in
the ODI bowlers' rankings. For the West Indies, pacer Alzarri
Joseph took two wickets in each of the three matches in the series
to earn himself a place in the top-20 bowlers' list at 20th place.
Another player from the series to make gains in the rankings is
Rishabh Pant, who added a half-century in the third match to
move to a career best of 469 points at 71st place. Shreyas Iyer,
who made an 80 in the third match to help the home side com-
plete a 3-0 series win, gained 13 places to be at 61st place in the
rankings. India will now take on the West Indies in the T20I series
starting later on Wednesday in Kolkata. In terms of Men's T20I
bowling rankings, Australia pacer Josh Hazlewood has moved up
to a career-high number two. Hazlewood returned his best-ever
T20I figures in the series opener against Sri Lanka, taking 4/12 in
a spell, before capping another haul of 3/22 last week, with a
match-sealing Super Over that went for just five runs.

Domestic and international hockey is
completely different: Forward Abhishek

Bhubaneswar|Agencies

Young Indian hockey for-
ward Abhishek, who
made his senior debut

at the FIH Hockey Pro
League in South Africa
recently, has said that playing
at the international level is a
completely different cup of
tea compared to competing
at the national level.

India played hosts South
Africa and France in the first
round of Pro League games,
defeating the hosts by big
margins in both the games,
while losing one of the two
games to France. "I learned a
lot playing during the match-
es. It is very different from the
style of hockey that I have
played before at the national
level as it was a lot quicker

and more challenging. But I
am happy with my perform-
ance and I feel I grew a lot as
a player," said Abhishek on
Wednesday. The 22-year-old
forward played three match-
es and scored a goal as well.
He said that being on target
in his maiden international

assignment was a memo-
rable moment. "It is always a
matter of great pride repre-
senting your country on the
international stage. I felt
proud to wear the Indian jer-
sey on the tour and it was a
dream come true moment
for me. As a player, you

always want to score as many
goals in your career as you
can. But you always tend to
remember the first goal. I am
pleased I was able to open
my account against South
Africa and I will never forget
that moment," he said.

The Sonipat (Haryana) boy
started playing hockey at the
age of 11. "I found the sport
quite interesting, so I devel-
oped an interest in it. Earlier,
it used to be just friendly
games with my schoolmates,
but later, I decided to pursue
a career in the sport as my
interest kept growing," he
said.At the start of his hockey
career, Abhishek was helped
by his school coaches who
convinced his parents to llow
him to pursue the sport,
because of his skills.

QATAR OPEN: MURRAY SETS
UP SECOND-ROUND CLASH
AGAINST BAUTISTA AGUT
Doha: Andy Murray of Great
Britain produced a strong
first-round performance to
brush past Taro Daniel of
Japan 6-2, 6-2 to cruise into
the second round of the
Qatar ExxonMobil Open as a
wild card here.Daniel had defeated the 34-year-old multi-
ple Grand Slam winner in the second round of the
Australian Open last month and the Scot had looked quite
upset after the defeat.
Murray, who is a two-time champion and four-time finalist
in Doha, looked happy to be back as he hit 11 winners and
broke Daniel twice to win the first set.
World No. 110 Daniel broke in the first game of the second
set to momentarily halt Murray's charge. But a trademark
backhand winner sealed an immediate break back as
Murray went on to seal victory in one hour, 20 minutes.
Murray now faces second seed Roberto Bautista Agut of
Spain in the second round. The Brit will seek to increase
his 3-1 ATP head-to-head series lead over the world No. 16,
but will not be taking anything for granted despite his
excellent record in Doha.

England women's team trying to refocus
on World Cup after Ashes loss: Knight

Auckland|Agencies

England women's crick-
et captain Heather
Knight has said that

her team was trying to
"refocus after an Ashes
series that didn't go our
way", and added that she
was looking forward to the
ICC Women's World Cup,
scheduled to commence
here from March 4.

In her column for the ICC
on Wednesday, Knight said
that the girls were looking
forward to completing their
mandatory quarantine and
begin their training in right
earnest for the showpiece
event, to be held at six ven-
ues across New Zealand.

"As a group, we need to
reset and refocus after an
Ashes series that didn't go
our way. I was really
pleased with how we start-
ed the series. We went toe

to toe with Australia and
heading into the ODI leg of
the series, the scoreline
could easily have been dif-
ferent to the 6-4 deficit we
found ourselves facing. As it
was, there just wasn't

enough mental energy to go
back to the well and fight
back in the ODI series,"
admitted the 31-year-old
Knight.

Hosts Australia emerged
12-4 winners in the recent-
ly-concluded multi-format
Ashes series and Knight
said the aim now was to do
well in the upcoming crick-
eting carnival despite a far-
from-normal scenario.

"It's pretty surreal to feel
so near to a World Cup and
yet so far away! Throwing
rolled up socks into your
bed to keep ticking over
wasn't how I imagined our
build-up for this tourna-
ment back in 2017 but an
awful lot has happened in
the world since then. As I
write this, we're on day five
of our quarantine and we're
not far away from being let
out, thanks to the New
Zealand Government's
change of isolation rules!

RANJI TROPHY IS SET TO BEGIN ON THURSDAY
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Ranji Trophy, the backbone of
India's domestic cricket scene,
is all set to begin from Thursday

after an absence of a season due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. Come
Thursday, the sight of cricketers fea-
turing in India's premier first-class
competition with the red cherry
would be a sight to behold.

Pushed from its original starting
date of January 13 due to the third
wave of Covid-19 cases in India, the
stage is now set for Ranji Trophy to
happen. Amidst a drop in cases, nine
centres will host 57 league stage
matches featuring 38 teams. The
teams have been divided into eight
elite groups and one plate group and
will be staying in the bio-secure envi-
ronment (bio-bubbles). The league
stage will have just three matches for
most of the teams, which means that
there is very little margin of error in
order to progress to the knockouts.

Senior Test batters Cheteshwar
Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane will be

seen in action on day one of the Ranji
Trophy when their respective sides
Saurashtra and Mumbai squaring-off
in Ahmedabad. The duo, under pres-
sure due to a lean patch in Test crick-
et, will have to get big runs as the
squad announcement for Tests
against Sri Lanka in March is expect-
ed soon.

The focus will also be on other Test
players like Hanuma Vihari
(Hyderabad), Navdeep Saini (Delhi),
Mayank Agarwal (Karnataka), Prithvi
Shaw (Mumbai), Jaydev Unadkat
(Saurashtra), Jayant Yadav (Haryana)
and Umesh Yadav (Vidarbha).

Others who were part of India's A
trip to South Africa and will be itching
to dish out good performances are
Priyank Panchal (Gujarat),
Abhimanyu Easwaran (Bengal),
Sarfaraz Khan (Mumbai), Baba
Aparajith (Tamil Nadu), KS Bharat
(Andhra Pradesh), K Gowtham
(Karnataka), Arzan Nagwaswalla
(Gujarat), Devdutt Padikkal
(Karnataka), Ishan Porel (Bengal) and
Umran Malik (Jammu and Kashmir)

India's Shiva Keshavan among five included
in Olympians For Life hall of fame 

Beijing|Agencies

Indian Winter Olympics pioneer
Shiva Keshavan has been induct-
ed into the Olympians For Life

hall of fame for his role in promoting
the Winter Olympics, winter sports,
luge and the spirit of Olympianism.

Keshavan is the first Indian win-
ter-sport participant and second
overall after boxer MC Mary Kom to
be named Olympian For Life. Mary
Kom was inducted in 2016 during
the Rio Olympics.

Keshavan, the first Indian to rep-
resent the country in Winter
Olympics and in luge in 1994, has
participated in six Olympics, has
won gold in the Asian Luge Cup and
also held the Asian speed record.

He was on Tuesday among five
Olympians who were inducted into
the World Olympians Association's
Olympians For Life hall of fame for
the Beijing Winter Olympic Games

in an online function.
The Olympians For Life pro-

gramme was launched by the World
Olympians Association in 2016 dur-
ing the Rio de Janeiro Olympics. As
per this programme, five persons
that have participated in the
Olympics have declared Olympians

For Live during every Summer or
Winter Olympics since 2016.

Apart from Keshavan, others that
were named Olympians For Life for
the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics
are Simidele Adeagbo of Nigeria
who participated in the skeleton;
Alain Calmat of France who partici-

pated in figure skating; Clara
Hughes, a speed skater from Canada
and Ben Sandford of New Zealand,
who participated in skeleton.

Keshavan is the first and only five-
time Olympian to be included on the
occasion of the Beijing 2022 Games.

Keshavan was inducted for his
trailblazing achievements and initia-
tives in grassroots development pro-
grammes to grow winter sports with-
in India.

"My experience as an Olympian
gave me a great platform to help
provide more opportunities for
younger generations to get involved
with sport. There is a lot of value that
Olympians can add to a country's
sporting success post their competi-
tive career. The next ambition of
mine is to continue to promote the
Winter Games and the Olympian
movement in India and the wider
Himalayan region," Keshavan was
quoted as saying on the occasion.

ISL 2021-22

Bambolim (Goa)|Agencies

Two sides -- Mumbai
City FC and
Jamshedpur FC, who

are aiming to secure a semifi-
nal spot will pull no punches
when they lock horns in a
rescheduled 2021-22 Indian
Super League match at the
Athletic Stadium, here on
Thursday.

Mumbai are placed fifth in
the table with 25 points,
same as Jamshedpur who are
in the fourth spot but with a
game in hand. A win for both
teams will propel them to
third place and help cut the
gap on leaders Hyderabad FC
and second-placed ATK
Mohun Bagan.

Mumbai arrested their
lean patch with two back-to-
back victories to steady their
ship and have looked good of

late with the likes of Bipin
Singh coming good. Singh
scored a brace and provided
one assist in the Islanders' 4-
1 win over Odisha. It is the
most goal contribution he
has managed in a match in
Hero ISL 21-22 (3).

Jamshedpur has been in
good goalscoring touch too,
racking up three against

mighty Kerala Blasters the
other day. Daniel Chima
Chukwu can't stop scoring
goals since joining their
ranks as he made it three out
of three with a goal in the
previous game. Jamshedpur's
strength lies in set-pieces too,
the side scoring eight goals
from free-kicks this season,
the highest by any club.

Jamshedpur, Mumbai lock horns
with aim to sharpen semifinal hopes 

Kolkata:|Agencies

Solid bowling performance on
his debut by leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi (2/17) followed by a

quickfire knock by Rohit Sharma
and a superb finishing effort from
Suryakumar Yadav helped India
thrash West Indies by six wickets in
the first T20I and take 1-0 lead in
three-match series on Wednesday.

Riding on Bishnoi and Harshal
Patel's (2/37) superb bowling, India
restricted West Indies to 157/7 in 20
overs despite an attacking fifty by
Nicholas Pooran (61 off 43) at the
Eden Gardens, here.

Chasing a competitive total, skip-
per Rohit Sharma gave India a flying
start. He hit 22 runs off Odean Smith
in the 4th over to get things going for
India while his partner Ishan Kishan
was slow off the blocks.

It was Roston Chase, who gave the
West Indies the first wicket by get-
ting rid of Rohit (40 off 19), who hit
four fours and three sixes in his
innings. Ishan Kishan, who strug-
gled to get going, scored just 35 runs

in 42 balls becoming Chase's second
victim of the night. Virat Kohli's poor
form then continued as he fell for 17
off 13 balls to Fabian Allen.

West Indies spinners bowled
some disciplined overs in the mid-
dle overs and it seemed that the visi-
tors were on their way to pulling off

an extraordinary defence when vice-
captain Rishabh Pant fell for eight
runs off as many balls.

1ST T20I: INDIA BEAT WEST INDIES

BY 6 WICKETS, TAKE 1-0 SERIES 

Brief scores :
West Indies 157/7
in 20 overs
(Nicholas Pooran
61, Kyle Mayers 31;
Ravi Bishnoi 2/17,
Harshal Patel 2/37)
lost to India 162-4
in 18.5 overs (Rohit
Sharma 40, Ishan
Kishan 35; Roston
Chase 2/14) by six
wickets
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BIG B, AKSHAY, PRABHAS, JR
NTR TO DOMINATE MARCH
WITH BIG RELEASES

'MAN OF
INCREDIBLE

MELODY'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood celebrities have
been mourning the death of
India's 'Disco King' Bappi

Lahiri since the news broke that
he had passed away at the age of
69 at a suburban hospital in
Mumbai's Juhu area in the early
hours of Wednesday.

Akshay Kumar tweeted: "Today
we lost another gem from the
music industry... Bappi Da, your
voice was the reason for millions
to dance, including me. Thank you
for all the happiness you brought
through your music. My heartfelt
condolences to the family. Om
Shanti."

Ajay Devgn also took to Twitter

to say: "Bappi Da was so endear-
ing in person. But his music had
an edge. He introduced a more
contemporary style to Hindi film
music with 'Chalte Chalte',
'Suraksha' and 'Disco Dancer'.
Shanti Dada, you will be missed."

Vidya Balan, on whom Bappi
Lahiri's popular number 'Ooh la
la' was picturised in the film 'Dirty
Picture', posted on her Twitter
handle: "I wish you joy wherever
you go Bappi da because that's
what you brought to the world
through your music and your
being. Love always, Bidda (as
you'd so endearingly call me)."

Noted filmmaker Hansal Mehta
recalled his personal association
with Bappi Lahiri and said:

"Another legend gone. Had the
good fortune of working closely
with him when I shot an ad for
P&G and then when I worked with
White Feather Films for
@_SanjayGupta. Man of incredible
melody and talent."

Music composer Vishal
Dadlani, spoke for his generation,
when he tweeted: "Bappi Da was
more than a legend. He was a
friend. He was always kind to
Shekhar and me and we shared
mutual respect and admiration.
Can't believe he isn't with us."

On a personal note, he added:
"First my Dad, then Lataji, then
Bappi Da. 2022 is really hitting
hard. Far too hard. My deepest
condolences to Bappa, Rema, Mrs
Lahiri and the grandkids."

Bhumi Pednekar tweeted:
"Complete Loss of Words.
Heartbroken by the demise of the
legendary Bappi Lahiri Ji. Truly a
big loss. My condolences to his
family and fans. Your music will
live on forever, sir
#RIPBappiLahiri."

Bollywood celebs
mourn Bappi
Lahiri's demise

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The month of March looks promising as
some of India's biggest stars such as
Amitabh Bachchan, Akshay Kumar,

Prabhas, Jr NTR and Ram Charan are all set
to light up the big screen after gloomy
months due to the surge of Covid cases in
the country.

The first movie to release in March is
Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan's
film 'Jhund'. The film is scheduled to hit the
screens on March 4. 'Jhund' is a sports film
based on the life of Vijay Barse, the founder
of NGO 'Slum Soccer'. It also features Akash
Thosar and Rinku Rajguru.

In the Nagraj Popatrao Manjule directori-
al, Bachchan will be seen playing a profes-
sor who motivates the street children to
form a football team.Next to set the screens
on fire is actor Suriya's action entertainer
'Etharkkum Thunindhavan', which will
release on March 10. The movie was earlier
set for release on February 4. However, the
makers chose to postpone its release after
lockdown restrictions were imposed by the
Tamil Nadu government to contain the
spread of the third wave of the

pandemic.Then there is 'Radhe Shyam',
where South sensation Prabhas plays a
palmist, while actress Pooja Hegde will be
seen as his love interest. The intense love
story will light up the screens on March 11.

Alongside 'Radhe Shyam', filmmaker
Vivek Agnihotri's directorial 'The Kashmir
Files' will be seeing the light of day in the
theatres. Postponed due to a significant
spike in Covid cases in the country, 'The
Kashmir Files' is based on the lives of
Kashmiri Pandits. It boasts of an ensemble
cast including names such as Mithun
Chakraborty, Anupam Kher, Darshan
Kumar and Pallavi Joshi among many oth-
ers.Next up is Bollywood's 'Khiladi' star
Akshay Kumar's film 'Bachchhan Paandey'.

'Bachchhan Paandey' has been blocked
for a Holi weekend release and is scheduled
to hit the big screen on March 18. The film,
which also stars Kriti Sanon, Jacqueline
Fernandez, Arshad Warsi, Pankaj Tripathi,
Prateik Babbar and Abhimanyu Singh. The
film is a remake of the 2014 Tamil film
'Jigarthanda'.

Bringing the curtains down with a bang
for March is filmmaker S.S. Rajamouli's
magnum opus 'RRR' on March 25.

AThursday' is a suspense drama
showcasing a citizen's desper-
ate cry for justice.

The film revolves around how
Naina Jaiswal (Yami Gautam Dhar),
an enterprising teacher running her
playschool called 'Little Dots' for
young children in a flat belonging to
her fiance Rohit Mirchandani
(Karanvir Sharma), resorts to desper-
ate measures to make her voice
heard and get justice.

It's a Thursday Naina cuts short
her holiday and returns to work a
day before her birthday with a
motive.

After seeing off all adults from the
playschool's premise, she calls up
the police station and informs them
that she is holding sixteen children
as hostages, and she has a few

demands.
Much before the police could turn

up, Naina manages to hold two more
adults as hostages. One is the driver,
who was assigned to bring in the
cake and sandwiches for the party,
and the other is Savitri, the assistant
at the playschool, who had returned
to pick up her phone, which she had
forgotten.

The momentum of the story accel-
erates when a heavily pregnant and
ruthless ACP, Catherine Alvares

(Neha Dhupia), lands up with her
team at the doorsteps of the
playschool. The atmosphere is tense,
with concerned parents and the
media curious to know Naina's
demands.

Yami Gautam, as Naina delivers
her chops earnestly. She is unimpos-
ing in her disposition which is why
her character does not connect with
the audience emotionally.

Neha Dhupia and Atul Kulkarni,
as police personnel, play stereotypi-

cal roles.
Dimple Kapadia as Prime Minister

Maya Rajguru is a bit flat and muted.
She is unimpressive and not con-
vincing as the charismatic leader
who can bring about a change in the
country.

Coasting along on its stretched
star cast and good intentions the
'stitched-together' plot is derivative,
influenced by films like 2008
released 'A Wednesday' and 2016
released 'Madaari.'

'A Thursday': A derivative of
'A Wednesday' and 'Madaari' 

(Streaming on
Amazon Prime)  

Duration: 130 minutes

Cast: Yami Gautam Dhar, Atul
Kulkarni, Neha Dhupia, Dimple
Kapadia, Karanvir Sharma, Maya
Sarao, Kalyanee Mulay, Shubhangi
Latkar, Micky Makhija

Director Eight episodes, each last-
ing for roughly 40 minutes.

Rating: **1/2

FILM
REVIEW

TROY RIBEIRO

ALI FAZAL ON WORKING
WITH GAL GADOT: IT WAS
TOO MUCH FUN

Mumbai: After working
with names such as Dame
Judi Dench in 'Victoria and
Abdul' and Vin Diesel in
'Fast and Furious 7', Indian
actor Ali Fazal has now
shared screen space with
star Gal Gadot in the mur-
der mystery film 'Death On
The Nile', based on the
1937 novel by Agatha
Christie.

Ali will be seen playing
the role of Gal's cousin and
is also one of the suspects
in the film, which tells the
tale of a perfect couple's
honeymoon on a cruise.
Things take an awry turn
after a murder takes place
on the ship.

Talking to IANS about
working with Gadot and
others in the film, Ali said:
"It was too much fun. It was
lots of fun. She (Gadot) was
very sweet. I think most of
the actors were very sweet
and gentle... Very giving
actor herself (Gadot) and
easy to talk to."

The 35-year-old actor
revealed how the Branagh,
who is also directing the
film, broke the ice on set
for everyone.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Mahie Gill who has joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party recently and also
played a politician on-screen in the recently

released web series 'Raktanchal 2' says encounter-
ing the real situation as a politician is very different
from acting then in films and series. Asked about
her new career choice as a politician and Mahie
told reporter: "Firstly it is just a coincidence that in
'Raktanchal 2' I played a politician and in reality
also I joined politics. The timing was not quite
planned. But I must say that when an actress
becomes a politician, people's attitude changes
and not always fame helps to influence people to
change their minds."Same people who love me for

my acting, not necessarily love and support me as
a politician. Initially, people are interested to come
and meet me for selfies and the fact that they are
meeting an actress. So I would say that playing a
politician on-screen and meeting real people and
real issues as a politician is very different and rather
tougher."In the show she plays the character
named Saraswati Devi and the story is set in the
'90s era.Drawing the similarity from the story of the
show and the present time in Indian politics,
Mahie said, " when it comes to the show, I was
excited to play Saraswati Devi because of the very
fact that the story was set in the 90s era and I never
played a politician in my career before. Back in the
day, female representation in Indian politics in
higher positions was quite a power struggle."

BEING A POLITICIAN IN REAL LIFE IS TOUGHER: MAHIE GILL
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