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HATE MONGERS DEFAMING INDIA
India has seen a rise in cases of violence against religious minorities recently. Hate
speeches are in a fashion now a days. Every day, HATE MONGERS deliver some objectionable words. Till now it was against other religions but now these hate mongers has tained
guns on Father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi. His murder is been justified and the murderer, Nathuram Godse, praised. All these things are happening in the name of religion.
Churches have been attacked and Christmas celebrations disrupted in many places. A
Christmas carnival was disrupted at a Haryana private school by a right-wing mob on
Thursday. Notably, Government has not commented yet on these incidents.

FIR REGISTERED AGAINST KALICHARAN MAHARAJ
Raipur: The Chhattisgarh Police have registered an FIR against Hindu
religious leader Kalicharan Maharaj and others for allegedly making
derogatory comments on Mahatma Gandhi and praising Nathuram
Godse. On the complaint of former Raipur Mayor and Congress
leader Pramod Dubey, the police registered the FIR under section
505(2), 294 IPC in the Tikrapara Police station. The event 'Dharam
Sansad' was organised on Sunday (December 26) in Raipur. The state
government's action comes in backdrop of the Haridwar event in
which hate speeches were made. The Maharashtra government also
assured action against a religious leader Kalicharan Maharaj, who
used abusive words against the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi
at a congregation in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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n the event (Dharam Sansad)
orgainsed in Raipur was at
Rawanbhata in which Hindu
religious leader Kalicharan
Maharaj and others allegedly
made derogatory comments on
Mahatma Gandhi and praised
Nathuram Godse. Sant Kalicharan
Maharaj is alleged to have used
derogatory words for Mahatma
Gandhi and justified Nathuram
Godse, who killed Gandhi.
A similar incident was reported to
have taken place in Haridwar during an event held from December
17 to 20. The video clippings were
circulated on social media, which
said that "Hindus should arm themselves like those seen in Myanmar,
every Hindu must pick up weapons
and conduct a 'Safayi Abhiyan'."

ANOTHER SEER OPPOSED
DEROGATORY REMARKS
In the same
event, another
speaker Mahant
Ram Sunder Das
objected
Kalicharan
Maharaj's remark on Gandhi
ji. He asked to the people
gathered there and applauded
derogatory remanks, "Really
Gandhi Ji was a traitor?" After
that he boycotted the event
saying that " yeh sanatan
dharma nahin ho sakta. Main
isase swayam ko prathak
karta hoon." (This can't be an
ancient religion. I distract
myself from this.)

Registration for teens' vaccination
to begin on Cowin App from Jan 1
Team Absolute|New Delhi

R

egistration process for
adolescents' vaccination on Cowin App will
begin from January 1, Cowin
Platform Chief Dr R.S.
Sharma said on Monday.
Eligible teens can register
themselves on the Cowin
app through their Aadhar
Card and school IDs.
The registration process
will begin from January 1 for
teens using their Aadhar
Card. He informed that
those who do not have
Aadhar Cards can register
with their school IDs. One
more option for the vaccine
registration has been made
available on the app. All
options will be operational
from January 1.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his address to the
nation on Saturday, had
announced that the vaccina-

tion for children aged
between 15 to 18 will start
from January 3. Hyderabad
based vaccine manufacturer
Bharat Biotech's Covid vaccine Covaxin has been
granted approval from Drug
Controller General of India
for emergency use for children aged between 12 and
18 years. Earlier, Zydus
Cadila's three-dose DNA
vaccine was allowed to be
used on adults and children
over the age of 12.

The three-day event was organised by Yati Narasimhanand, a controversial religious leader who has
been accused in the past of inciting
violence. The Uttarakhand Police

have lodged an FIR in the case
against Jitendra Narayan Tyagi, who
was former Shia Waqf board chairman and recently converted to
Hinduism.

New Delhi: Bharatiya Janata Party MP
Varun Gandhi on Monday cited a
Centre's note to criticise the decision
of several states, including Uttar
Pradesh, to impose night curfew to
curb COVID. He said, "it should be
decided if our priority is to contain
the disease or to indulge in a show of strength during elections." Policymakers should lead from the front so as
inspire the common public to stay at home, he said.
Criticising the night curfew decision, he said, "Imposing
curfew in night after assembling lakhs of people for rallies
in the day defies the common man's wisdom."
Keeping in mind Uttar Pradesh's limited health infrastructure, it has to be decided honestly if our priority is to
contain the dangerous Omicron variant of coronavirus or to
indulge in a show of power during polls, he said.
Gandhi noted that maximum transmission typically happens during the day, as there are lesser people on the road
during the night, and called for strongly cutting down on
social gatherings which could emerge as COVID clusters.
He cited a Centre's note to the Maharashtra government
in March 2021 which, he highlighted, had said that measures such as night curfews, weekend lockdowns have very
limited impact on containing or suppressing the transmission. "Hence the administration should focus on strict and
effective containment strategy," it had said.

Entrance test must for admission
across central varsities from 2022
UNDER THE PRESENT
ADMISSION SYSTEM, MERIT
LIST IS PREPARED ON THE
BASIS OF MARKS OBTAINED
IN CLASS 12 EXAMS IN
MOST OF THE UNIVERSITIES. STUDENTS FILL THE
RESPECTIVE UNIVERSITY
FORMS ON DIFFERENT
DATES TO SEEK ADMISSIONS. UNABLE TO GET
ADMISSION IN THE UNIVERSITY OF THEIR CHOICE,
STUDENTS APPROACH
THOSE UNIVERSITIES AND
COLLEGES WHERE SEATS
ARE VACANT.
THE UGC HAS SAID THAT
THE CET WILL BE CONDUCTED FROM THE ACADEMIC
SESSION 2022-23 BY THE
NATIONAL TESTING
AGENCY.

CHRIST STATUE
VANDALISED IN
HARYANA
Ambala: A statue of Jesus Christ
was vandalised at a Church in
Haryana's Ambala this afternoon. Police are analysing CCTV
footage but haven't yet been
able to identify the criminals.
Haryana's Home Minister Anil Vij
said that they hope to identify
the criminals thourgh CCTV
footage. "Two men jumped the
boundary wall at 12:30 pm and
vandalised a Jesus Christ statue
at around 1:40 pm. They haven't
been identified yet, police teams
have been assigned to investigate it. A complaint is being
lodged and action will be taken
accordingly," Naresh, Station
House Officer of Sadar police
station said.

speeches, attacks on churches,
murders in the name of religion,
are all advanced symptoms of a
society and polity in free fall.
Hindutvawadis are unleashing
barbarism. India is becoming
an example of how quickly a
democracy can collapse when

VARUN GANDHI QUESTIONS
LOGIC BEHIND NIGHT
CURFEW, RALLIES IN DAY

R

esident doctors being
detained by the Delhi
Police during a protest
against delay in NEET counselling. Resident doctors,
who have been boycotting
work as a protest against
delay in PG NEET counselling, on Monday said they
were "brutally thrashed,
dragged, and detained" by
the Delhi Police.The doctors
were marching towards the
Supreme Court when they
were stopped by the police
near ITO in the afternoon.
They were detained and later
released, a statement from
the Federation of Resident
Doctors' Association
(FORDA) said.
However, the police said 12
doctors were detained and

ranked at the top in terms
of incremental performance by registering the
highest incremental change
from the base year (201819) to reference year (201920). Among the smaller
states, Mizoram emerged as
the best performer in overall performance as well as
incremental performance,
while among UTs, Delhi
and Jammu & Kashmir
ranked among the bottom
UTs in terms of overall performance but emerged as
the leading performer in
terms of incremental performance.
The report has been prepared in collaboration with
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare with technical assistance from the
World Bank.

taken to Rajinder Nagar
Police Station after which
they were let off. A senior
police officer said no doctor
was thrashed.
General Secretary of
FORDA, Dr. Kulsaurabh, said
around 1,000 resident doctors had started marching

from Maulana Azad Medical
College around 10 a.m. on
Monday.
About 5,000 to 6,000 resident doctors in the city boycotted work on Monday,
including COVID-19 duty, Dr.
Kulsaurabh said.
"A Black Day in the history

of Medical fraternity of the
nation. Resident Doctors, the
so called "Corona Warriors",
protesting peacefully to
#ExpediteNEETPGCounselli
ng2021 in Delhi were brutally
thrashed, dragged & detained
by the cops. The medical fraternity of the nation must
condemn this act in strongest
words & come forward in
support. We urge all State
RDAs of the nation to join the
agitation! We all stand united
in this fight against injustice,"
the statement said.
The boycott which began
earlier this month was called
off on December 9 after the
doctors were given assurances that the counselling
schedule will be released in a
week. But it didn't happen
and they resumed the strike
from December 17.

Centre advises pollbound states to ramp
up Covid vaccination

T

T
ties are also following the
same admission policy. This
means that from the next
academic session 2022-23,
admission in DU, Jamia
Millia Islamia, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Banaras
Hindu University, among
other central universities, can
be possible only
through CET.

K

erala has again
emerged as the top
ranking state in terms
of overall health performance among larger states,
while Uttar Pradesh is the
worst, according to the
fourth Health Index
launched by Niti Aayog.
The fourth round of the
Health Index took into
account the period 2019-20
(reference year).
Among the union territories, Chandigarh was on
top, followed by Dadra and
Nagar Haveli at number 2
and Delhi at number 3.
Puducherry was the worst
overall performer
The report, however,
added that Uttar Pradesh
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These central universities
have also passed proposals in
their respective Academic
and Executive Councils
regarding the CET.
The Union Education
Ministry says that there has
been a demand to implement the CUCET for a long
time, but has come into effect
now.Other central universi-

institutions fail." Former home
minister P Chidambaram too
questioned the silence of the
Prime Minister. He said "The
PM should direct the BJP governments of Haryana and
Assam to identify the miscreants and bring them before a
Court of law. He should also
exhort the Hindutva brigade to
read the teachings of Jesus
Christ."

Team Absolute|New
Delhi

Protesting doctors intensify
stir, return lab coats

Ganesh Bhatt|New Delhi

he admission process in
most of the central universities will change
from the upcoming academic
session as Central University
Common Entrance Test
(CUCET) will come into force
for admission to all undergraduate courses in different
central universities across the
country.The Union Education
Ministry and the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
have informed central universities about the mandatory entrance test from next
academic session, after
which all central universities
have started preparations for
the CET. Delhi University
(DU) has also made the CET
mandatory for the academic
session 2022-23.

KERALA TOPS, UP
RANKS WORST IN NITI
AAYOG HEALTH INDEX
The report by the government said
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have
emerged as the third and sixteenth best performers, respectively, on health parameters.

CONGRESS ATTACKS BJP OVER HATE
SPEECHES, VANDALISATION OF CHURCHES
New Delhi: Congress has
slammed the Centre following
attacks on churches in BJPruled states and questioned the
silence of the Prime Minister.
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday said: "Haridwar hate
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he Centre on Monday
advised all the five pollbound states to speedily
ramp up the Covid vaccination of all eligible population
for the first dose and ensure
that those who were due for
the second dose are administered the vaccines.
Among the five poll-bound
states, while Uttarakhand
and Goa have reported a
higher vaccination coverage
for the first and second doses
than the national average,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and
Manipur have Covid vaccination coverage numbers below
it.In a meeting with these
poll-bound states on
Monday, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
advised them to make dis-

Kanpur businessman arrested after Rs 284 crore
in cash found, sent to 14 days judicial custody
trict-wise weekly vaccination
implementation plans for the
purpose, and review the
implementation status on a
daily basis. The poll-bound
states were also advised to
exponentially increase the
testing to ensure that the
infected cases are identified
promptly for timely initiation
of public health response
measures, and to ensure that
there is no sudden upsurge in
numbers due to low testing.
The schedule for the polls
in early 2022 is likely be
announced in the first week
of January.

New Delhi: Kanpur businessman Piyush Jain was on Monday
remanded to 14 days judicial custody by a court. Jain has been
arrested under section 132 of CGST Act. A GST official said that 23
kg gold and 600 kg of sandalwood oil hidden in an underground
storage, having a market value of about Rs 6 crore was seized from
his office and factory premises.Since the gold so recovered is having foreign markings, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) is
being roped in for necessary investigation."Jain has accepted that
the cash recovered from the residential premises is related to sale
of goods without payment of GST," said a GST official. Evidences
collected during the search in the last 5 days are being investigated thoroughly to unravel tax evasion.The manufacturers of
Shikhar brand of pan masala products admitted and deposited
an amount of Rs 3.09 crore towards their tax liability. The GST
official said that till Monday evening the total amount of unaccounted cash recovered and seized was around Rs 250 crore. This
is the biggest ever seizure of cash by the CBIC officials. The documents seized from the premises are under scrutiny.
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PM MODI LAUNCHES RS 11,000 CR Centre extends Covid health
HYDROPOWER PROJECTS IN HIMACHAL guidelines till January 31
Mumbai, Tuesday, December 28, 2021

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Mandi |Agencies

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday embarked on a
visit to Mandi, also known as
'Chhoti Kashi', and inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone of
hydropower projects worth Rs
11,000 crore that will help boost the
state's economy and provide additional power to the states.
One project that has been lying
pending for around three decades
will prove to be beneficial for Delhi,
which will be able to receive around
500 million cubic metre water supply per year.
Donning a long woollen coat and
hand gloves amidst chilly weather,
Modi presided over the second
groundbreaking ceremony of the
Himachal Pradesh Global Investors'
Meet that is expected to give a boost
to investment in the region through
the start of projects worth around Rs
28,000 crore.
The first groundbreaking ceremony was held in the state capital in
December 2019 amid the presence
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
A total of nearly 100 investors were
present on the occasion.
State Chief Minister Jairam

Thakur welcomed the Prime
Minister by offering a Himachali cap
and a shawl. A traditional artifact of
Chamba made on silver was presented to Modi, who was accompanying his Cabinet minister Anurag
Thakur, who belongs to the state.
Amidst recitation of Sanskrit
'shlokas', the events also marked the
completion of the four years of the
BJP government. An official state-

ment said the Prime Minister has
constantly focussed on fully utilising
the untapped potential of the
resources available in the country
and one of the steps in this regard
has been to utilise optimally the
hydropower potential in the
Himalayan region.
The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of Renukaji Dam project. Lying pending for around three

decades, the project was made possible through the "vision of cooperative federalism" of the Prime
Minister, when six states -Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand
and Delhi -- were brought together
by the Centre for making the project
possible.
The 40 MW project will be built at
a cost of around Rs 7,000 crore. It
will generate electricity for the hill
state and will provide 500 million
cubic metre water supply per year to
the national capital.
The Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone of the Luhri Stage
1 Hydro Power Project. The 210 MW
project will be built at a cost of over
Rs 1,800 crore. It will lead to generation of over 750 million units of
electricity per year. The modern
and dependable grid support will
prove beneficial to the surrounding
states of the region as well. Modi
also laid the foundation stone of
Dhaulasidh Hydro Power Project.
This will be the first hydropower
project of Hamirpur district. The 66
MW project will be built at a cost of
over Rs 680 crore.It will lead to
generation of over 300 million
units of electricity per year.

T

he Union Home
Ministry on Monday
extended the Covid-19
guidelines till January 31,
2022 and directed all the
states and union territories to
strictly comply. In a letter to
all Chief Secretaries of the
states and UTs, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla
said that the country has witnessed an overall decline in
active Covid-19 cases, however, the new variant
Omicron, which is reported
to be at least three times
more transmissible than the
Delta virus, is posing a new
challenge for the Covid containment measures.
In the countries with
Omicron driven surge, the
growth trajectory of cases has
been very steep and also a
total of 578 Omicron cases
have already been reported
in 19 states/UTs, he added.
"I would like to reiterate
that all the states/UTs must
observe all precautions and
not let the guard down.
Local/district administration,
based on the normative

framework and assessment
of the situation, should
promptly take appropriate
containment measures and
the states may consider
imposing need based, local
curbs or restrictions to control the crowd during the festive season," Bhalla said in
the letter. The Home
Secretary also said that globally, Omicron cases have
already been reported in 116
countries. Further, surge in
cases is also being reported
across various countries,
especially in the USA, the
UK, Europe (France, Italy,
Spain), Russia, South Africa,
Vietnam, Australia and in this
background, the Union
Health Ministry has provided
an advisory on December 21,
2021, a normative framework
has been provided. "With distinct presence of the Delta
variant and detection of
Omicron cases in many
states, there is a need for
greater foresight, data analysis, dynamic decision making, and strict and prompt
containment actions at the
local and district levels,
based on the assessment of

the situation," the letter further reads. Emphasising on
the continued focus on the
fivefold strategy of "TestTrack Treat Vaccination and
adherence to Covid appropriate behaviour, he also said
that to avoid the possibility of
surge in cases, especially
keeping in view the new virus
of concern Omicron, the
State enforcement machinery
should strictly implement the
norms of health protocols
and appropriate behaviour
such as wearing of face
masks and maintaining safe
social distancing in all public
areas and gatherings.
Referring to the review
meeting held by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
December 23 on the situation
arising out of the increase in
Omicron cases, he said that
under the PM's direction of
'Satark' and 'Saavdhan', it
was important to maintain a
high-level of vigil and alertness at all levels and all state
governments should ensure
that the health systems in the
states are strengthened to
meet any challenge posed by
the new variant.

Defer GST rate hike on textiles, Nitish says don't come to Bihar if you want
to drink, CJI questions ban's wisdom
footwear: CAIT to FM
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Patna|Agencies
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ihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Monday
asked people of the country to avoid coming
to the state if they wished to consume liquor,
even as Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana referred
to the state's prohibition move as "short-sighted".
Nitish Kumar made his statement made during
the third programme of his Social Reforms
Campaign in Sasaram. He had started the drive
from Motihari and then went to Gopalganj.
Addressing the gathering in a newly-built stadium in Fazajganj area of Sasaram, he quoted
Mahatma Gandhi who had said that consuming
liquor does not result in money loss only, but also
makes a people mentally corrupt.
"Bapu said that if he become a dictator for an
hour, he would shut all liquor operations in the
country.
"We cannot allow anyone to drink liquor in the
state. If you wish to come here to drink liquor, I
would suggest that please do not come here," he
said.
Nitish Kumar also sought to cite World Health
Organisation (WHO) data in favour of his ban, noting 27 per cent of all road accidents take place as
drivers are in an inebriated condition.
On the other hand, CJI Ramana declared that the
liquor ban of Bihar a "shortsighted decision" of the
Nitish Kumar government.
"The liquor ban decision of Nitish Kumar gov-

he Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
has urged Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to defer the
implementation of GST rate
hike on textiles and
footwear.
The proposal is to
increase the rate of tax from
5 per cent to 12 per cent on
textiles and footwear. In a
letter to the minister, CAIT
termed the move as 'illogical' and 'beyond the canon
of GST tax structure', particularly at a time when the
domestic trade in the country is on the verge of recovery from the colossal damage caused due to the last
two spells of Covid-19. "It is
noteworthy to mention that
the GST collection across the
country is increasing every
month and as such any
increase in tax rates without
consulting the stakeholders
will run contrary to the 'ease

B

of doing business' call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," the letter read.
"Therefore, we shall request
you to defer the implementation of tax rate hike for certain period and meanwhile
constitute a task force under
the chairmanship of the
Chairman, Central Board of
Indirect Taxes, comprising
representatives of trade and
senior officials of the government to discuss the issue at
length and arrive at a consensus," it added.
According to CAIT, there
was no tax on textile or fabrics for a number of years.

"This increase in tax rate
will not only hamper the
domestic trade, but will also
affect the exports adversely.
Already the textile industry
is not at a competent status
with countries like Vietnam,
Indonesia, Bangladesh and
China. On the one hand the
government talks about
'Make in India' and
'Aatmanirbhar Bharat', while
on the other hand levy such
high taxes creating an
atmosphere of uncertainty
and gloom."
The letter also asked for
an extension of income tax
return filing date.

ernment in 2016 has left a large number of cases
pending in the courts. Even hearings for bail in
simple cases are taking one year time in the courts.
"The applications pertaining to bails in liquor
prohibition act are submitted in large numbers in

OVER 50 INJURED IN LATHICHARGE AT PATNA BJP OFFICE
Patna|Agencies

M

ore than 50 ward secretaries were
injured after police resorted to a lathicharge to disperse them in Patna on
Monday. Around 5,000 ward secretaries who
were staging a dharna for the last 13 days,
assembled at the state BJP headquarters on
Veerchand Patel Path in the city to press their
demand for salaries and permanent jobs.
As they were assembled in large numbers outside the BJP office, Patna police reached at the
spot and tried to disperse them using mild force.
The protesters refused to vacate the place leading to a scuffle between them and the police. The
protesters pelted stones at the police party,
smashing police vehicles, breaking glasses. The
vehicles were parked on both sides of the road.
The protesters also pelted stones inside the
BJP office and damaged some property as well.
"We have been demanding for the last 13 days
to address our grievances but no one from the
government has listened to us. We assembled at
BJP headquarters on the assurance by
Panchayati Raj Minister Samrat Chaudhary, but

the high court. Due to short-sighted policies implemented by different governments, it is affecting the
works of courts in the country. Every law need to be
discuss thoroughly and with solid points before
implementation," the CJI said.

Violet Baruah appointed as
Assam's first woman IGP
Guwahati|Agencies

V

he refused to meet us. Moreover, Patna police
forcibly tried to drive us away from here," said
one of the agitators, Rakesh Kumar who came
from Nalanda. The situation turned so ugly that

the police had to resort to a lathicharge. Over
50 protesters including some women were
injured in the police action. The police also
used water cannons on them.

iolet Baruah, an IPS
officer, became the first
woman to be promoted to the rank of Inspector
General in Assam Police,
officials said on Monday.
An official of the state
Home Department said that
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of Kokrajhar, Baruah, a
2004 batch IPS officer, has
been promoted to the rank of
IGP.
Baruah, 59, who received
the President's Police Medal
for distinguished service earlier this year, had served as
the Superintendent of Police
in four districts -- Morigaon,
Goalpara, Cachar and
Barpeta. She was also posted

in the CID wing.
"Promoted to the rank of
IGP. Feeling blessed to be
the first lady IGP in the state
of Assam," Baruah tweeted.

Along with Baruah, eight
other DIGs of the state
police were promoted to the
rank of IGP, a government
notification said.

Dead lizard found in sambar, Underground 'palace' of Naga kingdom excavated
in Jharkhand, could yield many secrets
80 students fall sick
Haveri, (Karnataka)|Agencies

A

s many as 80 school children fell sick
on Monday after consuming sambar in
which a dead lizard was found in
Venkatapura Tanda village near Ranibennur
in Haveri district of Karnataka.
The incident took place in the
Government Primary school of Venkatapura
Tanda. The children fell sick after consuming
midday meal. All of them have been rushed
to the government hospital in Ranibennur
town.
According to sources in the education
department, the condition of two of the children is stated to be "critical". The rest 78 students have recovered after initial treatment.
Eye witnesses have told authorities that
when midday meal was being served to the
students at the school, one of the boys was
served sambar with a dead lizard.
On seeing the lizard, the boy alerted others and immediately started vomiting.

Soon, other students also started to fall
sick. The district administration has directed
the authorities to take appropriate action on
negligence by the school authorities.

 THE STRUCTURE IS BELIEVED
TO BE AROUND FIVE AND A
HALF CENTURIES OLD AND
DATE TO THE NAGA OR
NAGAVANSHI DYNASTY.
 THE EXCAVATIONS BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE ASI IN AND
AROUND THE PALACE HAVE
YIELDED MANY IMPORTANT
ANCIENT REMAINS. THE
DEPARTMENT WILL CARRY OUT
FURTHER STUDIES TO UNRAVEL THE MYSTERIES BEHIND IT.
 NAVRATNAGARH WAS
DECLARED AS A HERITAGE SITE
IN 2009 FOR CONSERVATION.
 NAVRATANGARH, IN
CHOTANAGPUR, WAS THE SEAT
OF POWER OF THE DYNASTY'S
45TH RULER, DURJAN SAL.

Ranchi|Agencies

A

multi-storeyed underground
palace, of immense historical
importance, has been found
during excavations by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
at Navratangarh in Gumla district in
Jharkhand. Durjan Sal ruled the kingdom for the longest. According to the

evidence found so far, he had built
the fort here in 1571. It is said that this
fort was of 9 storeys, so it was given
the name of Navratangarh. The ruins
of this fort have been there for years
and have been an object of curiosity
for local tourists, as well as archaeologists and historians. After the excavations started this month, for the first
time, it was known that the king had

built a grand underground palace as
well. The legend is that the king built
the palace to protect against any
attack by the Mughal rulers. A secret
tunnel passage has also been found
in this underground palace, whose
excavation is still going on. On the
basis of the structure, it is being speculated that there must have been a
secret place to house his treasure of
diamonds and other jewels. King
Durjan Sal, who built the Navratan
fort, has been known to history as a
connoisseur of diamonds and there
are many stories about him concerning his expertise in the precious
stones. One of these is that Durjan Sal
was taken prisoner by the Mughal
satrap, Ibrahim Khan, due to nonpayment of tribute, and lodged in
Gwalior jail but was released after 12
years due to his insightful knowledge
in fine arts and jewels.

maharashtra
WITH 31 NEW CASES, MAHA'S OMICRON
TALLY ZOOMS TO 141, MUMBAI HIGHEST
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra on Sunday reported 31 new
cases of the Covid-19 variant Omicron,
taking the state's tally to 141, with
Mumbai accounting for the highest number,
health officials said.
Of the 31 fresh cases, the maximum, 27 are
from Mumbai alone, two are from Thane, and
one each from Pune and Akola districts, with 30
having a history of recent international travel
and one a close contact.
Among the infectees are 17 males and 14
females, six minors, three senior citizens and 22
of those eligible have taken their full vaccination.
While two patients are showing Omicron
symptoms, the rest 29 are asymptomatic, and of
the total 141 cases, 61 afflicted have been cured
and discharged after they tested negative, said
the state Health Department.
Intensive surveillance of passengers arriving
at the three international airports - Mumbai,

Pune and Nagpur - is currently underway since
December 1.A total of 25,744 travellers have
landed here from the "high risk" countries of

which 153 have tested positive and 55 from other
countries, with all their reports sent for genomic
sequencing to confirm if they are afflicted by
Omicron.
Besides, 737 samples from field surveys conducted since November 1 have been sent for
genomic sequencing with the results of 126
awaited, the officials said.
The current spread of Omicron is extensive in
the state, with the maximum 73 cases in
Mumbai, followed by 42 in Pune, seven in
Thane, five each in Satara and Osmanabad, two
each in Nagpur and Aurangabad, and one each
in Akola, Palghar, Latur, Ahmednagar, and
Buldhana. On the Covid-19 front, the state has
been recording a steady spike in cases and even
fatalities in the past few days. The state notched
1,648 new infections on Sunday with 17 deaths
and a mortality rate of 2.12 per cent.
Mumbai, Pune and Thane remain at the top
with the highest number of active cases of the
total 9,813 ill patients currently in the state, with
a recovery rate of 97.67 per cent.
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State cabinet pushes for increase in
vaccination pace as Covid-19 cases rise
The number of active cases has increased by nearly 50 per cent in the
last 20 days, the cabinet was told at its meeting.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra cabinet on Monday
expressed concern over the rising
Covid-19 cases in the state and stressed
on the need to expedite the pace of vaccination and effective steps to curb the spread of
coronavirus, whose new variant Omicron is
causing fresh worries.
The number of active cases has increased
by nearly 50 per cent in the last 20 days, the
cabinet was told at its meeting. As on
December 26, the state had 9,813 active cases
of the infectious disease. Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, who virtually joined the
meeting held in Vidhan Bhavan in south
Mumbai, asked for a meeting of state COVID19 task force in a day or two to review the prevailing coronavirus situation. Mumbai
recorded 922 fresh Covid-19 cases on
Sunday, registering the highest daily count
since June 4 this year. The city recorded a 21
per cent increase in cases over Saturday,
when 757 cases were registered. Covid cases
in the city have been rising at a fast pace over

the last week. BMC officials said that cases
are rising as the number of tests has been
increased amid the emergence of Omicron.
As per the state government's Covid-19 bulletin, Maharashtra reported 31 new cases of
Omicron, of which 27 were from Mumbai,
two from Thane, one each in Pune rural and
Akola. With this, the state's Omicron case
tally has reached 141. The state government
as a precautionary measure has already
announced new curbs. The BMC has banned
all celebrations and gatherings in the city.

Narayan Rane defends MLA son GANDHIJI SLUR: AFTER CHHATTISGARH, MAHA TO BOOK KALICHARAN MAHARAJ
charged with attempt to murder
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

Team Absolute|Nagpur

U

nion Minister of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Narayan
Rane, on Monday strongly defended his son Nitesh Rane, the MLA from
Kankavli Assembly constituency, who has
been charged with attempt to murder by
the Kankavli police in Maharashtra.
The police have issued summons to
Nitesh Rane with regard to an attempt to
murder case registered by them. "Nitesh
has nothing to do with the assault. He
has been framed with a malicious intent
to gain advantage in the ensuing district
bank elections," Rane alleged.
When asked whether Nitesh Rane is on
the run, Narayan Rane said: "We don't
need to go into hiding. He is an MLA and
he is very much in Sindhudurg."
The opposition is trying to frame
Nitesh Rane in criminal cases as they
have realised that they will lose in the
upcoming district cooperative bank elections, the Union minister alleged. He also
hinted that the Rane familty will
approach the court over the assault allegations against Nitesh Rane. "We will

have to go to the court if such false
charges are levelled against Nitesh. He
did not beat anyone and was not
involved in any of the incidents," he
added.

Wanted killers fire at team
led by Police Commissioner
Team Absolute|Pune

B

latantly defying the lawenforcers, a threemember gang of persons wanted in connection
with a shootout killing,
opened fire at a police team
led by Pimpri Chinchwad
Police Commissioner Krishna
Prakash late last night, officials said here on Monday.
The shocking incident happened after 11.30 p.m. on
Sunday when the police team
laid a trap to nab three wanted killers, believed to be lurking in a forested spot around
35 kms from Chakan, said
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Zone I), Manchak
Ipper. "We had received a
specific intel tip-off of the
accused hiding in the vicinity
and the police team led by
CoP, an ACP and others lay in
wait for them. Suddenly, they
started firing in the direction
of police party which shot

back in self-defence. There
are no injuries in the firing,"
Ipper told IANS. He discounted reports in a section of local
media that the CoP Prakash
and another policeman had
been targeted in the bullets,
and said that they had sustained injuries while chasing
the criminals in darkness in
the jungle. After retaliatory
firing of several rounds by
both sides for over half an
hour, the police team finally
managed to apprehend the
accused trio in the wee hours
of today (Monday), said the
officer. Ipper added that the
accused were absconding
after committing the murder
of a local gangster Yogesh R.
Jagtap, 37, on Saturday at
Katepuram Chowk in PimpleGurav area. So far, the police
have nabbed at least 10 persons in connection with
Jagtap's killing and further
investigations are underway
by four police special squads.

State Congress President Nana Patole,
Congress Minister Vijay Wadettiwar, BJP
leader Sudhir Mungantiwar and others
spoke on the issue.

Over Rs 240 crore scam unearthed
in Maharashtra during IT raids
The raids were conducted at the residences of traders, government contractors and
builders associated with the contractors. The operation was started on December 22
and lasted for five days.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Income Tax
Department has
unearthed a scam
worth more than Rs 240
crores in Maharashtra. The
department conducted multiple raids at 32 places in
North Maharashtra, including Nashik, Dhule, and
Nandurbar. The raids were
conducted at the residences
of traders, government contractors and builders associated with the contractors.
The operation was started on
December 22 and lasted for
five days. During the raids,
the IT department confiscated Rs 6 crore in cash and Rs
5 crore worth of jewellery.
The raids were also conduct-

Tata-Siemens JV to build 23-km
Metro line for Pune via PPP mode
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ed at the offices, partners'
residents and the houses of
relatives in Nandubar and
other locations. In Nashik,
the IT Department raided
the D'Souza colony located
on College Road. It is considered one of the most posh
localities in the city. The
houses and officers of the
traders in the colony were
raided. The relatives of the

concerned traders and businessmen etc., were also
questioned during the raid
by IT officials. A total of 175
IT Department officials were
involved in the raids. A heavy
Police force was deployed at
the time of the raids. Officials
were called from Pune,
Nagpur, Thane and Kalyan
for the operation. Different
squads were created to con-

duct the raids simultaneously on all 32 locations. The
officers reached the locations
using different routes. The
officials revealed cash transactions worth 25 crores.
Apart from the information
on cash transactions, the
officials also found Rs 6 crore
in cash and jewellery worth
Rs 5 crore. The officers spent
around 12 hours counting
the cash using cash counting
machines. Diamonds, gold
biscuits and pearls were
part of the jewellery the IT
officials found during the
raid. They also found that
the concerned persons had
initiated transactions using
others' names. They also
hid money at their
relatives' houses.

ALIA BHATT NAMED PETA'S
2021 PERSON OF THE YEAR
Mumbai:Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt has been
named PETA's 2021 Person of the Year for her work
in support of an animal-friendly fashion industry.
The actress had recently invested in Phool, the
company behind Fleather, which makes vegan
leather out of discarded temple flowers. In addition, her vegan kidswear line, Ed-a-Mamma, also
won a 2021 PETA India fashion award for helping to
nurture kids' love for animals and nature.
Alia is known to advocate support for cats and dogs
and often uses her voice to call for stronger animal
protection laws. The actress has also starred in a
pro-adoption People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) India campaign to help felines and
canines.PETA India Director of Celebrity and
Public Relations, Sachin Bangera said, "Alia Bhatt is
not only helping to advance vegan fashion but also
encouraging the next generation to be kind to animals." He added, "Alia doesn't hesitate to speak
up, whether she's rallying her fans to adopt a dog
or cat or calling for action on crimes against animals."Past recipients of PETA India's Person of the
Year Award include Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor,
former Supreme Court Justice K.S. Panicker
Radhakrishnan, cricketer Virat Kohli, comedian
Kapil Sharma, actors John Abraham, Anushka
Sharma, Sunny Leone, R. Madhavan, Jacqueline
Fernandez, Hema Malini, and Sonam Kapoor
Ahuja, for helping animals in different ways.

Maharashtra govt plans to hold Speaker
election tomorrow, seeks Governor nod
The Speaker's post fell vacant in February after the then Speaker Nana
Patole tendered his resignation.

T

he Tata Group and Siemens Ltd on
Monday announced a joint venture to
construct a 23.30 kms long elevated
Metro Line for Pune, under the PPP mode.
This is the first metro project in India to be
taken up under the Centre's new Metro Rail
Policy and the proposed line will link
Hinjewadi Rajiv Gandhi Infotech Park and
Shivajinagar via Balewadi with 23 stations en
route.
The TRIL Urban Transport Pvt Ltd of the
Tata Group and Siemens Project Ventures
GmbH of Siemens Financial Services will
develop the metro corridor under the PPP
route through a SPV named "Pune IT City
Metro Rail Ltd". This is the 3rd metro line
coming up in Pune, with another elevated 14km-long Vanaz-Ramwadi corridor, and the
16-km-long partly elevated and underground
Pimpri-Swargate route being built by
Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation Ltd
(Maha Metro). The work on the HinjewadiShivajinagar corridor officially got underway
in November 2021 for the prestigious project,
estimated to cost a little more than Rs 8,000
crore and the route is slated for completion in
around 39 months. For the PPP project, a consortium of Siemens AG, Siemens Mobility
GmbH, Siemens Ltd and Alstom Transport
India Ltd has been awarded the contract for
the electrical and mechanical system works

he Maha Vikas Aghadi government on
Monday assured action against a religious leader Kalicharan Maharaj, who
used abusive words against the Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi at a congregation
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
The Chhattisgarh government has already
booked at least two persons, including
Kalicharan Maharaj -- hailing from Akola in
Maharashtra -- who not only used derogatory and abusive words against Gandhiji but
even glorified his assassin Nathuram Gode,
during a two-day 'Dharma Sansad' held in
Raipur on Saturday-Sunday.
When the issue figured prominently in
the Assembly Monday, members from both
the ruling party and the Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party slammed Kalicharan
Maharaj and demanded action against him.
"I assure... There will be action (against
Kalicharan Maharaj). The MVA government
will gather the full information and followup with stringent action in the matter,"
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar said in the
House.
The matter was raised in the Hower
House by Minority Affairs Minister Nawab
Malik of the Nationalist Congress Party and
others joined in.

"The derogatory language used by
Kalicharan Maharaj, a 'farzi baba' (fraud
godman) has gone viral on social media
networks... You may differ from Bapu's ideology but can his killers be glorified like
this. This has been happening for over the
past seven years... Temples (of Godse) are
being built, let us now take action and set
an example," Malik urged.
He said that "any insult to Gandhiji is
an insult to the nation" and the government would get more information to proceed ahead in the matter.
Wadettiwar said that Mahatma Gandhi
is a 'Maha Manav' (great soul) and his
statues are available in 56 countries... but
yet such insulting language is being used,
while Mungantiwar said he agreed that
there must be strict action against such
utterances.
Following an outrage with Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi flaying the development, the Chhattisgarh Police on Sunday
lodged a first information report against
Kalicharan Maharaj and others for the
slur.
The police move followed a complaint
by Congress former mayor of Raipur
Pramod Dubey after video clips of the
offensive words used by Kalicharan
Maharaj went viral Sunday.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ven as the Maharashtra government plans to hold the
election for Assembly Speaker
on Tuesday, a delegation of MVA
ministers called on Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari and urged to
him approve the election programme recommended by the state
cabinet for the Speaker's post.
The MVA leaders said after the
meeting that they were hopeful the
governor would approve the election programme. Sources said the
cabinet on Friday decided to hold
the Speaker's election on December
28, and this was communicated to
the governor accordingly. The governor has to notify the election programme for the Speaker's post, after
which the election will be held,
sources said.
The Speaker's post fell vacant in
February after the then Speaker
Nana Patole tendered his resigna-

E

by the SPV, which will be completed in 39
months.
Siemens Ltd will provide the project management, turnkey electrification, signalling,
communications and depot works (equipment) for the project worth Rs 900 crore, said
the company's CEO and Managing Director
Sunil Mathur. The Siemens Financial Services
invests in infra projects around the world and
through PPPs, it helps cities meet through
their goals of obtaining intelligent infrastructure solutions and enable smarter and more
sustainable transportation networks.

tion. Subsequently, Patole was
appointed state president of the
Congress. "The programme for the
election of the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly has been given
with recommendation of the CM to
the Governor. We met him requesting to announce the election programme tomorrow," said minister
Balasaheb Thorat of the Congress,
speaking to mediapersons after
meeting the governor. He was
accompanied by Shiv Sena Minister
Eknath Shinde and NCP Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal.
The meeting comes days after the
rules committee of the Assembly
amended the election process of the
Speaker through voice vote instead
of secret ballot. The opposition had
objected to it, calling the MVA government the "most insecure government".Thorat said the governor did
not ask much about the changes in
the election process for the Speaker.
"The changes in the rules have been

made on the lines of rules in the
Lok Sabha and Legislative Council.
So we haven't done anything wrong.
The governor wants to study it and
consult some people and then he
said he will inform (us). We are sure
the governor will approve this programme," he added.
Thorat also said that the name for
the Speaker's post has not been
finalised by the Congress leadership. However, senior Congress
leader Prithviraj Chavan, who
reached Delhi on Sunday to meet
the party high command, has
emerged as a frontrunner for the
post. Another name doing the
round is Sangram Thopate, sources
said.
Shinde said the delegation gave
the letter sent by Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in response to
the Governor's earlier letter
requesting the government to hold
the election for the Speaker's post.
"As per the rules, we have demand-

ed that this election be held in the
next two days. The governor
appeared to be positive about it. He
said he will discuss the matter legally and inform the decision tomorrow," he added.
In July, the Governor had written
a letter to the CM, referring to the
demands of a BJP delegation led by
Opposition leader Devendra
Fadnavis asking to take immediate
steps to fill the Speaker's post and
other issues. In response, Thackeray
had stated that there is no specific
time frame to hold the election for
the Assembly Speaker and the election would be held at an appropriate time.Besides, the governor has
not yet taken a decision on the list
of 12 names, recommended by the
state cabinet, to be nominated to
the Upper House of the legislature
through the Governor quota. The
list was handed over to the governor
by a delegation of MVA ministers on
November 6, 2020.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

OMICRON: NOT FATAL AS DELTA

T

he Omicron variant of Covid-19 may
be significantly better than previous
variants at evading vaccine-induced
antibodies, but preliminary evidence also
suggests that it is less likely to cause severe
illness in the lungs compared to Delta. In a
yet-to-be peer-reviewed study, a team of
researchers led by Indian-origin Professor
Ravi Gupta from the University of
Cambridge, created synthetic viruses known as 'pseudoviruses' -- that carried
key mutations found in the Delta and
Omicron strains -- to study the virus's
behaviour. The pseudoviruses were used to
infect cells in lung organoids - 'mini-lungs'
that model parts of the lung. Despite having three mutations that were predicted to
favour the spike cleavage, the researchers
found the Omicron spike protein to be less
efficient than the Delta spike at cleaving
the ACE2 receptor and entering the lung
cells. In addition, once Omicron had
entered the cells, it was also less able than
Delta to cause fusion between cells - a phenomenon associated with impaired cellto-cell spread. Fused cells are often seen in
respiratory tissues taken following severe
disease. Indeed, when the team used a live
Omicron virus and compared it to Delta
in a spreading infection experiment using
lung cells, Omicron was significantly poorer in replication, confirming the findings
regarding impaired entry. The team also
tested the pseudoviruses against blood
samples from vaccinated individuals who
had received two doses of either the
AstraZeneca (ChAdOx-1) or Pfizer
(BNT162b2) vaccines.On average,
Omicron required around a 10-fold
increase in the concentration of serum
antibodies in order to neutralise the virus,
compared to Delta. Of particular concern, antibodies from the majority of
individuals who had received two doses
of the AstraZeneca vaccine were unable
to neutralise the virus. The data were
confirmed in live virus experiments.

absolute edit

YEAR END AND EXPIRY TO SEE
MARKETS MORE CIRCUMSPECT
Arun Kejriwal

T

he week gone by made us realise the
vulnerability that affects our markets.
Friday, from the previous week and continuing into Monday, the first day of the current week, rattled markets and virtually
knocked them off their feet. The fact that they
managed to recover all of these losses and
manage to close with a small gain for the
week speaks well of the markets but still
underscores the fact that it has a soft belly and
remains vulnerable. BSE SENSEX gained
112.57 points or 0.20 per cent to close at
57,124.31 points while NIFTY gained 18.55
points or 0.11 per cent to close at 17,003.75
points. The broader markets saw BSE100,
BSE200 and BSE500 close on a mixed bag
with BSE100 up 0.04 per cent while BSE200
and BSE500 lost 0.02 per cent and 0.04 per
cent respectively. BSEMIDCAP was down 0.75
per cent while BSESMALLCAP lost 0.31 per
cent. Coming to the markets on Monday, they
hit an intraday low where BSE SENSEX was
down a massive 1,900 points and NIFTY 575
points. They recovered from there to close
with losses of 1,200 points on BSE SENSEX
and 370 on NIFTY. The next three days saw
markets making massive gains and recover all
the losses of the previous week and the opening day's losses as well. The intraday high
made on Friday, the last day of the week saw
BSE SENSEX touch 57,623 points and NIFTY
17,155 points. This shows the sharp movement and also the way traders and investors
who carried positions home get caught on the
wrong foot. Dow Jones gained 585.12 points
or 1.65 per cent to close at 35,950.56 points.
Friday was a trading holiday and it would be
interesting to see how markets fare after a
long holiday. The India Rupee recovered lost
ground and gained Rs 1.06 or 1.39 per cent to
close at Rs 75.02 to the US Dollar.
The week gone by saw one new listing on
every day of the week. It began with Shriram
Properties Limited which had issued shares at
Rs 118. The share closed day one at Rs 99.40, a
loss of Rs 18.60 or 15.76 per cent. By the weekend, losses had widened with the share closing at Rs 83.40, down Rs 34.60 or 29.32 per
cent. The share to list on Tuesday was C.E.
Info Systems Limited which had issued shares
at Rs 1,033. The share ended day one at Rs

1,394.55, a gain of Rs 361.55 or 35 per cent. It
gained further during the week and closed at
Rs 1,432.45, a gain of Rs 399.45 or 38.67 per
cent.
Wednesday saw the listing of Metro Brands
Limited who had issued shares at Rs 500. The
share closed day one at Rs 493.55, a loss of Rs
6.45 or 1.29 per cent. It lost further ground
during the week to close at Rs 470.80, a loss of
Rs 29.20 or 5.84 per cent.
Thursday saw shares of Medplus Health
Services Limited list. The company had issued
shares at Rs 796. The shares closed day one at
Rs 1,120.85, a gain of Rs 323.85 or 40.81 per
cent. On Friday there was some profit booking
which saw the share give up some gains and
end the week at Rs 1,075.25, a gain of Rs
378.25 or 35.08 per cent.Friday saw shares of
Data Patterns Limited list. The company has
issued shares at Rs 585. The share closed trading at Rs 754.85, a gain of Rs 169.85 or 29.03
per cent. These five listings have conveyed a
strong message to the markets. Firstly, where
investors felt that they were unhappy with the
price they have not subscribed to the issue.
Secondly, in a couple of issues, the subscription by the leveraged HNI was very high and
the cost of funding could just not be sustained. These shares while doing well on listing, could not earn the interest or cost of
funding and therefore turned into losses for
the leveraged investors. The performance of
the last 17 IPOs which have listed from 15th
November, show that 7 out of the 17 are cur-

Typhoon Rai death toll in
Philippines surges to 389
Manila|Agencies

T

he death toll from the powerful
typhoon Rai in the Philippines has
increased to 389, with 64 more
missing, a government disaster agency
said on Monday.
The National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council (NDRRMC)
said that the typhoon, which made landfall in the Philippines on December 16,
also injured 1,146 people, reports
Xinhua news agency.
The NDRRMC said the typhoon has
affected more than 4.2 million people in
11 regions in central and southern parts
of the Philippines, as well as parts of the
main Luzon Island.
The typhoon, the 15th and most powerful to have hit the country this year,
forced villagers to spend their holiday
season days in evacuation centres
because of damaged houses.
According to the agency, nearly

315,000 of more than 570,000 displaced
people are temporarily housed in 1,179
evacuation centres.
More than 500,000 houses were
destroyed.Typhoon damage to agriculture and infrastructure has reached over
22 billion pesos ($440 million).
Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario

114 Sudanese protesters
arrested over violations
Khartoum|Agencies

Seoul:South Korean
President Moon Jae-in's
approval rating rose 0.9 percentage points to 41.1 per
cent last week, a new poll
revealed on Monday. The
negative assessment on
Moon's conduct of state
affairs slipped 1.5 percentage points to 55.3 per cent,
according to the Realmeter
survey. Support for Moon's
ruling Democratic Party fell
0.4 percentage points to 32.7
per cent last week, reports
Xinhua news agency. The
main conservative opposition People Power Party
won 37.2 per cent of support
last week, down 2.0 percentage points from the previous
week. The minor centreright People's Party gained a
7.9 percent of approval
score, followed by the minor
centre-left Open
Democratic Party with 6.4
per cent and the minor progressive Justice Party with
3.5 per cent.

M
that 58 policemen were also
injured during the protests.
Thousands of Sudanese
citizens demonstrated in the
capital Khartoum and other
cities on Saturday to demand
civilian rule.The African
nation has been suffering a
political crisis after General
Commander of the Sudanese
Armed Forces Abdel Fattah
Al-Burhan declared a state of
emergency on October 25
and dissolved the sovereign
council and government.
However, on November 21,
Al-Burhan and the then
removed Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok signed a
political declaration, which
included reinstating the latter
to the post, but the deal has
so far failed to calm the
street.

international

Record snowfall in Japan
A

Tokyo|Agencies
powerful cold air mass
has triggered record
snowfall in some parts
of Japan, leading to the disruption of transportation systems, local media reported
on Monday.
According to the Japan
Meteorological Agency, 68
cm of snow fell in Hikone
city, Shiga Prefecture, and 71
cm accumulated in Asago
City, Hyogo Prefecture in a
24-hour period through early
Monday, both hitting record
highs, reports Xinhua news
agency.
Due to the heavy snow, a
car accident caused a traffic
jam of about 20 vehicles at
around 6.30 a.m. on the
Maizuru-Wakasa Expressway
in Kyoto Prefecture, western
Japan. The road operator,
West Nippon Expressway Co.,
closed both outbound and
inbound lanes of the expressway until the snow was
removed. The expressway

Mexico's economy expected to grow
amid multiple challenges: Economist
Mexico City|Agencies

S

udanese security
authorities have
announced the arrest of
114 protesters over violations
during demonstrations in the
capital Khartoum.
"A total of 114 suspects
have been arrested and legal
measures have been taken
against them," Khartoum
State's Security Affairs
Coordination Committee
said in a statement.
"Some violations were
detected, including an attack
on the auto inspection building in eastern Nile, attempted
attack on Bahri city's police
station, smashing of windows
of four police vehicles, and
the destruction of floors, billboards and traffic signals," it
added.The committee
stressed that the police dealt
with the violations using
"minimal force" with tear gas.
The statement stated that
there were some injuries
among the citizens, most of
whom were due to suffocation and stampede, adding

Vergeire told an online briefing that the
typhoon damaged 141 health facilities,
including hospitals, in five areas hit
hard by the storm.
The Department of Health (DOH)
has monitored food and water-borne
diseases like diarrhoea and acute gastroenteritis in typhoon-hit areas.
Some patients were taken to hospitals.Vergeire urged the evacuees to follow ways to avoid infections amid the
Covid-19 pandemic, adding that it is
imperative to watch for evacuees with
coronavirus symptoms, and make separate rooms for the vulnerable such as
the elderly.She said that the typhoon
has also affected 62 testing laboratories
for Covid-19 and wasted thousands of
doses of vaccines due to power outages.
The government continues to bring
aid to the affected areas, including food,
drinking water, while restoring damaged roads, telecommunications and
houses.

Moon's approval rating
rises to 41.1%: Poll

rently trading at a discount. Of the five that
listed during the last week, two are trading at
a discount. Gone are the days when the year
began when almost every issue opened with
gains of 50 per cent or more.
There was one issue which opened and
closed for subscription during the week. The
issue was an offer for sale from CMS Info
Systems Limited which had tapped the markets with its issue to raise Rs 1,100 crore in a
price band of Rs 205-216. The QIB portion
was subscribed 2.09 times, HNI portion was
subscribed 1.52 times and Retail portion was
subscribed 2.26 times. There were 5.08 lakh
applications and on basis of lots, the Retail
portion was subscribed 1.97 times.
Readers would recall that CMS had in its
DRHP proposed to raise about Rs 2,000 crore.
It has then reduced the size and the price and
raised Rs 1,100 crore. Looking at the response
to the issue, one wonders what would have
happened if the company had stuck to its
original size and issue price.
This sends strong signals to merchant
bankers, promoters and more importantly to
PE investors that there must be something left
on the table for investors. SEBI Chief had in a
zoom communication to the merchant banking community expressed his thoughts on
pricing going out of proportion and assured
that this would be looked into.
What kind of guidelines come,
one is certainly not sure at this
time.

exico's economy is expected to grow next year though
it faces multiple challenges,
including the raging Covid-19 pandemic, according to an economist.
Mexico's economy could see
improved performance in the
fourth quarter of this year, following
a dip in gross domestic product in
the third quarter, the first contraction in five quarters, Alejandro
Saldana, chief economist for
Mexico's Ve por Mas financial
group, has said.
In the third quarter, GDP grew at
4.6 per cent year-on-year, a drop of
0.2 per cent compared to the previous three months, according to preliminary estimates from the
National Institute of Statistics and
Geography.
"We estimate a better dynamism
in activity during the fourth quarter,
due to a broader economic reopening and the dilution of the effects of
a law on employment, although
bottlenecks will continue to limit
industrial production," Xinhua
news agency quoted Saldana as saying.

"We reaffirm our GDP projection
for 2021 and 2022, at 5.8 per cent
and 2.6 per cent, respectively," he
said in a recent report.
Among the future risks, Saldana
listed additional disruptions in
global value chains, along with low
investment in Mexico, implications

The week ahead sees December Futures
expire on Thursday, December 30. The current value of NIFTY at 17,003.75 is lower by
532.50 points or 3.04 per cent compared to
the level of the previous expiry. Considering
the last week in particular, this is not significant, but it would be a tough one for bulls to
cross this hurdle and gain the series. As things
stand bears have the upper hand.
'Omicron' appears to have foxed the world
currently. While it has not led to large number
of deaths, the number of affected people has
seen a spurt. Parts of Europe and the United
States have seen cases go up sharply. Whether
it is a seasonal effect with Christmas and New
Year leading to people letting down their
guard or the new variant at play is still not
clear. The Indian government has decided to
introduce vaccination for children in the age
group of 15-18. It has also decided to have a
booster dose for frontline workers and senior
citizens with co-morbidities.
Coming to the markets in the week ahead
which is the last week for the current calendar
year would see volatility continuing. It would
be less than the previous week for sure.
Having hit strong support at the previous
week's low and resistances at the top on
Friday, it would be a range bound movement
with very remote possibility of a breakout or
breakdown in either direction. Considering
the fact that FIIs would be enjoying some sort
of well-earned rest, expect action to shift to
the broader markets. It would also be time for
year end NAV exercise for many of the funds
and this could lead to some unusual price
movement in particular stocks. Investors
could look to take advantage of such movements.In conclusion, it would be a quieter
week as compared to the last one but would
still remain volatile. Use sharp rallies to sell
and sharp dips to buy but continue to build
cash.Further as we come to the last article for
the calendar year, wishing all readers 'Happy
New Year 2022'.
(Arun Kejriwal is the founder of
Kejriwal Research and Investment
Services. The views expressed are
personal)

of higher local and global inflation,
and an accelerated withdrawal of
monetary support. Inflation in
Mexico stood at 6.24 per cent yearon-year as of October, the highest
level since December 2017, which
motivated the central bank of
Mexico to raise the benchmark
interest rate this month to 5 per
cent, the fourth hike in a row.
Spain's insurance giant Mapfre
Group forecast "increased pressure"
on consumer prices in 2022 across
the globe, especially in emerging
countries such as Mexico.A Mapfre
report issued in November warned
the global economy faces several
shocks that are having a larger economic impact than first expected,
such as supply chain disruptions
caused by the pandemic, especially
in the components industry.
That has led to an acceleration
of global inflation, coupled with
the rebound in global demand
and energy restrictions. The
Mexican economy, the second
largest in Latin America after
Brazil, plunged 8.3 per cent in
2020 due to the pandemic, its
worst performance since the
1930s.

was fully reopened past
noon.
In addition, a large truck
got stuck just before dawn on
a section of the National
Route 8 in Hikone city. The
incident at one point caused
a backup of traffic stretching
for about 2 km.The heavy
snow caused the Tokaido
Shinkansen Line that runs
between Tokyo and Osaka to
operate at slower speeds.
The weather agency
warned that heavy snowfall

could continue through
Tuesday, and strong winds,
as well as icy roads, should
draw cautions.
People in the Hokuriku
and Tohoku regions are
advised to remain alert as the
snow clouds are expected to
gradually move east.
In the 24 hours through
Tuesday morning, up to 90
cm of snow is expected in
Niigata Prefecture and 80 cm
in the Kansai region and Gifu
Prefecture.

HEZBOLLAH ACCUSED OF
TARGETING SAUDI ARABIA
VIA SANAA AIRPORT
Riyadh:Saudi-led
coalition fighting in
Yemen accused
Lebanon's Hezbollah
of targeting Riyadh
through the Sanaa
International Airport,
Al Arabiya News
reported.
Speaking to the
media on Sunday,
coalition spokesperson
Turki al-Malki highlighted some evidence
of the involvement of Hezbollah in Yemen, reports
Xinhua news agency.
At the press conference, he showed pictures of
Hezbollah's members training the Houthi militia to
launch explosive-laden drones.
The spokesman said that since the beginning of the
war in Yemen in March 2015, Houthis attacked the
kingdom with 430 ballistic missiles and 851 bombladen drones, causing the deaths of 59 Saudi civilians.
Houthis have been targeting various areas in Saudi
Arabia, especially border cities and vital establishments, such as energy facilities and airports.
Most of these attacks had been intercepted before
reaching their targets. Recently, the coalition has
been air-striking military targets of Houthis in
Yemen to deter the militia from launching attacks.
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madhya pradesh
SEC SEEKING LEGAL ADVICE
OVER PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS
 THE MADHYA
PRADESH STATE
ELECTION
COMMISSION IS
TAKING LEGAL
ADVICE IN VIEW OF
THE CIRCUMSTANCES ARISING
OUT OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
ORDINANCE.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he State Election
Commission convened
a meeting after the
Madhya Pradesh government decided to withdraw
the Panchayat Raj and Gram

Swaraj Amendment
Ordinance and the
Governor's assent on it.
State Election
Commissioner Basant Pratap
Singh, Principal Secretary
Panchayat and Rural
Development Umakant
Umrao, Secretary State
Election Commission BS
Jamod and other officers
were present in the meeting.
In the meeting Umakant
Umrao briefed the information related to the decision to
withdraw the Panchayat Raj
and Village Swaraj
Ordinance was given to the
State Election Commissioner
Basant Pratap Singh. The
present election process was
discussed in the meeting.
Now the commission is
taking legal advice in view of
the circumstances arising
out of the withdrawal of the

ordinance. The decision
regarding the election will be
taken by the commission
after getting legal advice.
The State Election
Commission was conducting
elections on the orders of the
Supreme Court, except for
the posts reserved for Other
Backward Classes (Panch,
Sarpanch, Janpad and Zilla
Panchayat members). Since
the ordinance on the basis of
which the election program
was announced, the government has withdrawn it, so
the election process will have
to be postponed.
Bhagwandev Israni, former
principal secretary of the
Vidhan Sabha, says that the
provision by which elections
were being held, when it
does not remain in place,
then elections cannot be
held.

CM CONGRATULATES
UPON MP HOSTING
KHELO INDIA YOUTH
GAMES
Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has congratulated and
extended good wishes to
the people of the state for
Madhya Pradesh hosting
Khelo India Youth Games
2022-23. Chouhan said
that it is very satisfying
that Madhya Pradesh is
slowly becoming recognised as a sports hub in
the country and the world.
Chief Minister has
called for cooperation
from all citizens to make
this event a success. He
wished that Madhya
Pradesh would be successful in creating a new
history. Chief Minister
Shri Chouhan tweeted
and said - "It is a matter of
pride for all the people of
the state that Bhopal will
host Khelo India Youth
Games 2022-23."

Mumbai, Tuesday, December 28, 2021

Activities of Bharat Scouts and Guides should be conducted
in the form of Sabka Saath, Prayas and Vikas: Governor
Team Absolute |Bhopal
overnor Mangubhai
Patel has said that the
activities of Bharat
Scouts and Guides should be
conducted in the form of
Sabka Saath, Prayas and
Vikas (everyone's cooperation, effort and development). He said that efforts
should be made so that the
magazine of the institution
goes to all the schools. Patel
was presiding over the meeting of Bharat Scouts and
Guides Madhya Pradesh
Sangathan at Raj Bhavan on
Monday.
Patel said that Bharat
Scouts and Guides organization should hold programmes on the birth
anniversary of great personalities. This will give inspiration to the future generation
about the noble thoughts
and the life of great men who

G

served for the society. He
said that the range of plantation programmes should be
expanded by the organisation. Work should also be
done for the awareness of the
public about the importance
of trees for the availability of
life-giving oxygen. The success of the organisation lies
in that the future generations
adopt the objectives of the

organisation in their life. He
said that he always gave
strong support to the work of
the organisation. State Chief
Commissioner of the organisation Paras Chandra Jain
expressed his gratitude to the
Governor for his interest in
the organisation. He said
that efforts are being made to
make the organisation financially self-dependent. The

nature of the organisation is
working by taking everyone
along. All elected office bearers are elected unanimously.State Secretary Ashok
Janwade informed about the
activities of the organisation
that the weekly cleanliness
programme in Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, work of
spreading public awareness
for prevention and vaccination of various diseases
under Mission
Indradhanush, rally for prevention of open defecation,
the activities related to publicity by direct home contact,
massive plantation programme in the month of July,
cleaning, recharge and conservation of water structures,
importance and caution
regarding social media
among the youth and spread
of Mann Ki Baat programme
etc. were conducted.

Society and government should work together in Governor visits astronomy
eradicating sickle cell anaemia disease: Governor fair organised at Raj Bhavan
Team Absolute |Bhopal

G

overnor Mangubhai Patel has said that the
society and the government should work
together in the control of sickle cell anaemia
disease. He has appealed to the educated section
of the society to come forward to cooperate in
eradicating this genetic disease prevalent in the
tribal society. He requested the scholars of the
conference to cooperate in the efforts for all round
development of MP and eradication of sickle cell
disease.
Patel was addressing the 104th annual convention of the Indian Economic Conference organised
by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good
Governance and Policy Analysis at the Golden
Jubilee Auditorium of RCVP Noronha Academy of
Administration and Management.
Patel said that for the prevention of sickle cell
anaemia disease, youth should be sensitized and
cautioned about marital relations and pregnant
women about screening and health check-up. He
said that the universities of the state have been
asked to do investigation and awareness work in 5
villages. Patel has said that Covid has shaken the
economy of the whole world. Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the economy is

rapidly heading towards becoming strong. The
work of modernization and expansion of the basic
infrastructure of development has been done at a
fast pace. There has been a significant increase in
the export of pharma medicines and electronic
products. 33 startups from India have joined the
unicorn club of over $1 billion in one year.
Executive Director for India at the International
Monetary Fund, Professor Surjit S Bhalla
addressed the concluding session virtually. He presented factual details on participation, definition

Woman stabbed to death by lover in front
of her daughter; act caught on CCTV
Team Absolute |Indore
27-year-old woman was
reportedly stabbed to death by
her lover in front of her eightyear-old daughter in Indore's
Bhanwarkuan area on Sunday
evening. The gruesome killing was
caught on CCTV. The incident was
reported from Palda police station
limits at around 8pm, triggering
panic in the area.
The victim, identified as Vejayanti
alias Sangita, was returning from the
market after purchasing vegetables
with her daughter when her lover
Vinod intercepted them on the pretext of talking to her, Jagran reported. Police said that Vejayanti and
Vinod were having a conversation
when the latter thrashed her.
Sangita and Vinod had a fight
while they were talking on the road.
Infuriated, Vinod, in a fit of rage,
took out a knife from his pocket and
attacked Vejayanti on her nose and
stomach in front of her daughter.
The locals gathered at the spot when
the victim started screaming but

A

Vinod ran away.
The victim, who was bleeding
profusely, was immediately rushed
to the hospital but the doctors
declared her dead. The report suggests that when the victim's daughter tried to stop Vinod, he misbehaved with her and fled from the
spot. According to reports, Sangita, a
resident of Sagar district, married
Bablu three years ago and both were
labourers. The couple used to live in
a slum area in old RTO Road in
Palda. Sangita reportedly fell in love
with Vinod and parted her ways
with Bablu. However, Vinod and
Sangita had an altercation and the
victim went back to her husband,
which reportedly upset
Vinod.Meanwhile, the body of the
victim was sent for post-mortem
examination and a case has been
registered. Indore SSP Dipesh
Agarwal said that a police team led
by him visited the spot and a probe
has been launched.Police said that
the accused has been identified and
efforts are underway to nab him.

NEWLY APPOINTED CPR
TOOK CHARGE
Bhopal: The newly-appointed Commissioner of Public
Relations, Raghvendra Kumar Singh took charge in the
Directorate of Public Relations on Monday. The outgoing
commissioner Sudam Khade handed over the charge and
informed the new commissioner about the departmental
activities and functioning. Commissioner Singh took a
meeting of senior officers of the Directorate after assuming charge. Director Ashutosh Pratap Singh, Additional
Director Suresh Gupta, HL Chaudhary and officers of the
Directorate were present.

CM EXPRESSED GRIEF OVER
THE DEATH OF AMAR SINGH
Bhopal:Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the demise of Amar Singh, father of
Union Social Justice and Empowerment Minister
Virendra Kumar. Amar Singh passed away this morning
in Sagar. Chouhan said that Shri Amar Singh endured
hardships for freedom of expression during the
Emergency. He remained active for the welfare of the
society. Chouhan has prayed to God to grant peace to the
departed soul and strength to the family members to bear
this profound loss.

CM EXPRESSED GRIEF OVER THE
DEATH OF MAHENDRA PRASAD
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the demise of Rajya Sabha MP
Mahendra Prasad. Chouhan said that Prasad always
worked for the welfare of poor and deprived sections. His
services will always be remembered.Chouhan has prayed
to God to grant peace to the departed soul and strength
to the family members to bear this profound loss.

and methodology of women as labour force.
Ramesh Chandra, member of NITI Aayog, president of the conference, said that the present government has worked on a plan to transform the
economy of five trillion. This work has been done
in the form of new thinking for development, new
vision and inclusive development. Professor
Sachin Chaturvedi, Vice President, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Good Governance and Policy
Analysis, said that academic network is being prepared in the state in coordination with the institute
and the university. Efforts have been made for factual cooperation for changes by harmonizing the
policies of governance with research. The report of
the conference was presented by Prof NK Vishnoi.
The welcome address was given by Professor DK
Madan, Secretary, Indian Economic Association
and the vote of thanks by Professor VK Malhotra,
President, Indian Economic Association. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good Governance and
Policy Analysis signed MoU with National Institute
of Public Finance and Policy New Delhi, Indian
Institute of Forest Management Bhopal, Institute
for Excellence in Higher Education Bhopal,
National Institute of Research in Tribal Health
Jabalpur and Rabindranath Tagore University
Bhopal at the closing ceremony.

CM PLANTED KADAMBA
SAPLING IN DELHI

Team Absolute |Bhopal
overnor Mangubhai
Patel visited the
astronomy fair organised at Raj Bhavan. Patel had
got a fair organised in the
Kshipra Guest House courtyard of Raj Bhavan on
Monday to explain the
nuances of astronomy to the
children of the Raj Bhavan
family and to make them
observe the astronomical
objects.
Arrangements were made
for the observation of
Saturn's ring, four moons of
Jupiter and other celestial
bodies through three giant
telescopes, the largest
portable Newtonian telescope in Central India. The
machine showing the weight
of a person on different planets was the main attraction in
the exhibition. On this occasion programme source sci-

G

entist Shailesh Sansare
explained the principle of
rocket launch through water
rocketry workshop. A live
model of the positions of various planets was also put in
the exhibition. The nuances
of astronomy were also given
through power point presentations and posters under the

leadership of National
Awardee Science Broadcaster
Sushri Sarika. The facility of
listening to recordings of former President Dr. Kalam
interacting with children and
selfies with life-size cutouts of
Indian astronaut Sunita
Williams and photography in
space suits was available.

"BEEJBONI" IS FOURTH EXHIBIT OF THE WEEK AT IGRMS
Team Absolute |Bhopal

O

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan planted a Kadamba sapling in the
premises of Madhya Pradesh Bhawan in New
Delhi this morning. Chouhan also performed
Shramdaan. This year from Narmada Jayanti
on February 19 the sequence of planting
saplings every day is going on. Chouhan has
planted saplings of different species continuously for eleven months at various places in
Smart Park, Shaurya Smarak, Mantralaya,
Academy of Administration and other districts of the state. Even while travelling outside the state, Chief Minister definitely plants
a sapling every morning.

n today, Under the Latest and
popular online series of Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya entitled 'Exhibit of the
Week' the "BEEJBONI" (A seed sowing
implement) collected from 2005. The
Community of Folk, Bhavnagar, Gujarat.
It's Measurement Height -21cm,Width 23cm, Thickness- 9 cm., displayed in
the audience as the fourth Exhibit of the
month of December, 2021 through official website, Facebook, Instagram and
twitter page of the IGRMS.
In this regard Dr. Praveen Kumar
Mishra, Director, IGRMS said that
Beejboni is a traditional seed-sowing
wooden implement featured with a
cone-shaped bowl-like opening on the
upper section of the body. The central
hole is drawn from this aperture and is
connected to five lesser holes at the bottom that would distribute seeds
mechanically while sowing seeds in the
agricultural field. When seeds are
poured into the upper bowl, they pass
through these five holes and then eject
through five bamboo channels attached
to them. The implement is attached to

the plough at the seed sowing operation.
On the outer surface of the body,
there are carved motifs of animal and
floral images that provide an attractive
appearance and distinguish the ownership from other's possession in the village. One side of the body contains the
figure of an elephant, while the other
side bears an engraved floral motif
carved on high relief. The right and the
left sides of the device have outwardly

projected carved elements representing
the Parrots. The base is rectangular with
curved edges, and it is strengthened at
the bottom with an iron band.
Visitors can see this object from home
through the Official site
https://igrms.com/wordpress/?page_id
=7928 and Facebook site
https://www.facebook.com/NationalMu
seumMankind, Instagram and twitter
page of the IGRMS.

Centre seeks recall of SC order de-notifying
OBC seats ahead of MP local body polls
The Centre's application for recall was filed on Sunday days after Madhya Pradesh
moved a similar plea earlier last week
Team Absolute|Bhopal

T

he Centre has sought recall of the
Supreme Court's December 17 order
making empirical data a must for the
quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in
local bodies. It has requested the court to
suspend the local body elections in Madhya
Pradesh, where the reserved OBC seats were
de-notified as per the order, for four months.
The Centre has suggested the state's backward classes commission will during the suspension period submit a report in line with
the court's previous orders for the quota. The
process will involve setting up an independent commission, preparation of seat-wise
data on the backwardness of OBCs, and allocation of quota in each assembly segment
while ensuring the total reservation does not
exceed the 50% cap.
The Centre's application for recall was filed
on Sunday days after Madhya Pradesh
moved a similar plea earlier last week. It is
expected to be heard after the court reopens
on January 3.In a separate application, the

Union social justice and empowerment ministry also sought to be impeded in the proceedings before the court. The ministry said
the December 17 order has pan-India ramifications and it deprived OBCs of their constitutionally guaranteed rights of political representation.The order under challenge was
passed without hearing the Centre.
In its plea, the Centre said, "The upliftment
of scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and
other backward classes has been the utmost
priority of the Union Government and any
inadequate representation of OBCs in local
self-government defeats the very object,
intent, and purpose of the very idea of the
de-centralisation of power and taking governance to the grassroots level."
It added the issues raised in the present
petition are of great public importance and
have a pan-India ramification on the issue of
implementation of OBC reservations in the
elections throughout the country.
The court's order came when the election
process in Madhya Pradesh was going on
with the allocation of seats for OBCs. The

court directed these seats to be re-notified as
general category seats.The Centre argued any
intervention at this stage would deprive the
OBC community of the quota for five long
years. It added five years is not a short period
and will cause "grave prejudice to the backward class citizens."As a temporary solution,
the Centre suggested the suspension of the
election process while asking the commission to submit its report in three months. "Till
such time, the administrator can function
who can hand over the charge to the newly
elected person/body who will be elected with
the provision of OBC reservation," the application said.The Supreme Court judgments
prescribed the triple test for the quota in the
K Krishnamurthy case (2010) and Vikas
Kishanrao Gawli case (2021).In its plea, the
state government cited the constitutional bar
on the court from interfering in the reservation of seats in local bodies. "The conversion
of seats reserved for OBC into general seats
(in the Panchayat elections) when the electoral process had already begun is contrary to
the constitutional mandate under Article

243O of the Constitution." "It would cause (a)
grave miscarriage of justice if more than half
of the total population of the state would
have no reserved seats in the Panchayat elections," the state government said.
In its December 17 order, the court
requested Solicitor General Tushar Mehta to
impress upon the state election commissions
to strictly adhere to the triple test, the precondition before notifying reservation of
seats for OBCs in the local bodies.
The Centre, in its plea, informed the court
that a detailed advisory has been sent in this
regard to all state governments requiring
them to comply with the binding judicial
pronouncements. At the same time, it said
the order of the court could lead to adverse
impacts, citing the aspirations of the OBC
community."Such inadequate representation
or non-representation deprives the voters
belonging to OBC community to elect one
amongst them to the elected offices. It is
humbly submitted that the same is strictly
contrary to the object, intent, and purpose of
the constitutional scheme."

hollywood
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AMY SCHUMER GETS RID OF
FACE FILLERS FOR MAKING
HER LOOK LIKE 'MALEFICENT'
London | Agencies

A

ctress Amy Schumer tried to
get fillers on her face in an
effort to maintain her youthful
look but she was not really
impressed with the results.
She said she looked like Disney's infamous Mistress of Evil after undergoing
the procedure, reports aceShowbiz.com.
So the actress booked a new appointment to get rid of them.
"I tried getting fillers. Turns out I was
already full. Thank God you can dissolve
them I looked like #malificent," she
shared.
The botched beauty treatment came
roughly three months after the mother of
one got under the knife to have her uterus
and appendix removed due to
endometriosis.
"The doctor found 30 spots of
endometriosis that he removed. He
removed my appendix because the
endometriosis had attacked it," she
revealed back then.
"There was a lot, a lot of blood in my
uterus and I'm, you know, sore and I have
some, like, gas pains."

She also urged her followers to see
doctors if they had similar issues.
"If you have really painful periods, you
may have #endometriosis."
She later opened up that a tumour was
found in her "endo ravaged appendix".
"Chocolate cysts in both ovaries," the
comedienne said.
"Endo of the uterus, psoas all over all
my lifelong pain explained and lifted out
of my body. And anyone wondering if this
is connected to my difficult pregnancy
and hyperemesis I say f**k yes!" she
added.
"I can't answer medically because
there is no research on this s**t because
they only happen TO WOMEN."
Schumer made no secret of her desire
to expand her family after welcoming a
baby boy with husband Chris Fischer in
2019. She underwent In vitro fertilization
(IVF) in a bid to get pregnant again, less
than a year after giving birth.
The mother of one, who also battled
Lyme disease, eventually gave up the IVF
treatment as her body couldn't take it.
She considered surrogacy but decided to
put on hold plans for a second baby for
now.

Guillermo Del Toro doesn't
see himself developing
video games again
Los Angeles | Agencies

'N

Tom Holland
likes 'short men
have more sex'
post after being
trolled for height

ightmare Alley' director Guillermo del Toro says video game development isn't
his thing anymore. On the Happy Sad Confused podcast, the award winning
director who was once teamed up with Hideo Koijma to develop Konami's horror survival video game 'Silent Hills', flat out
said he doesn't think he'll ever try video
game development again, reports
deadline.com.Fans were curious about his
status after he appeared at the Game Awards
this year and commented on the hope of a
new 'Silent Hill' game being released soon.
While he loves video games and gaming
ideas, he doesn't think he'll develop another
game because he's labelled himself "the
albatross of video gaming."
"It's just one of those things in my life that
makes no sense," del Toro said of Silent
Hills' cancellation.
"I kind of just wanted to tickle the ribs of
Konami, because I don't understand. That
was so perfect, what we were going to do
was so enthralling."
While del Toro didn't get to work with
Kojima and Norman Reedus on 'Silent Hills',
they collaborated on the 2019 Kojima
Productions game Death Stranding in which
del Toro and Reed star alongside other such
as Mads Mikkelsen, Lea Seydoux, Margaret
Qualley, Troy Baker, Tommie Earl Jenkins,
Lindsay Wagner and Nicolas Winding Refn.
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

H

ollywood star Tom Holland is getting the last laugh on haters
who think he's too short to date Zendaya. The 'Spider-Man: No
Way Home' actor was spotted liking a post claiming "short
men have more sex" after being trolled over his height, reports
aceshowbiz.com.
The 25-year-old actor has caught the attention of his fans after he
cheekily liked a post about sex by Lad Bible on Instagram.
The post, shared on December 23, featured an image of Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito from the 1988 film 'Twins' alongside a tag that read: "According to science, short men have more sex."
When Holland's hilarious Instagram gesture was captured and
shared by CommentsByCelebs, his fans quickly swung into action in
the comments section to share their thoughts. "I feel like Tom forgets
he's famous," one fan commented.
Another added: "Tom said yuo thats me!!!"
A third sent a message of support, writing: "We love you, our short
king." A fourth said, "Celebrities can't even browse through Instagram
in peace. They always getting exposed."
Prior to this, Holland pointed out that he doesn't see any problem
with his and Zendaya's height difference. In an interview, the 'Chaos
Walking' actor slammed "stupid assumption" saying that men should
be taller than their partners.
In the December 10 episode of SiriusXM Town Hall, host Jessica
Shaw began asking the couple about their visible height difference
during their onscreen kiss in 'Spider-Man: Far From Home'.

'Bridgerton' Season 2 to open on March
25, 2022, introduce 'Kate Sharma'
Los Angeles | Agencies

N

etflix and Shondaland
announced the return of the
popular web series set in
England's Regency era, "Bridgerton",
with Season 2 set to premiere on
March 25.
The season will feature Simone
Ashley, the British actress of Indian
origin, who will play Kate Sharma to
Lord Anthony Bridgerton (Jonathan
Bailey), reports 'Variety'.
The character played by Ashley
was originally Kate Sheffield in
author Julia Quinn's second
Bridgerton novel, "The Viscount
Who Loved Me" (2002), on which
Season 2 is based.
The writers of the web series

changed her name to Kate Sharma to
reflect her Indian heritage. In the
forthcoming series, she's shown as a
new arrival from India, along with
her sister Edwina, played by another
British Indian actress, who's also an
Oxford graduate.
Writing about this departure from
the original story, web magazine
'Insider' said: "In line with the
reimagined, diverse version of early
19th-century London that creator
Chris Van Dusen brought to life on
Season 1, the show's writers opted to
give Kate an Indian background in
the script, shedding the moniker
Sheffield in favour of Sharma, a common surname in India."
Season 2 keeps up the diversity
quotient that viewers first encoun-

tered In Season 1, where the male
lead, Simon Bassett, Duke of
Hastings, was played by the British
actor, Rene-Jean Page, whose mother
is from Zimbabwe, where he spent
much of his childhood, and his
father is an English preacher.
Quinn, in a conversation with
'Insider', called the decision to introduce Sharma as Kate's last name a
"wonderful way to make the show
more inclusive", adding that "there's
quite a lot of historical background"
on the relationship between India
and England in the early 19th century. Lord Anthony, in Season 2, starts
to court Kate, who soon discovers
that his intentions for marriage are
not pure. 'Insider' describes it as an
"enemies-to-lovers romance".

Kaia Gerber
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SA VS IND, 1ST TEST

I-League 2021-22

RAIN WASHES OUT
SECOND DAY'S PLAY

Adan's brace helps Real Kashmir beat Aizawl 3-2

Centurion|Agencies

P

ersistent rain forced day
two of the first Test
between South Africa
and India to be washed out
without a ball being bowled
at SuperSport Park here on
Monday. With rain coming at
a stop and start pace from
morning causing the second
day of the Boxing Day Test to
be a wash-out, the weather
forecast is good for the next
two days with rain and thunderstorms predicted for the
final day. The umpires had
scheduled several pitch
inspections, but rain and wet
outfield meant that none of
them could be carried out.
Due to the loss of overs on
day two, 98 overs are scheduled for the remaining days of
the match, which could be
extended by half an hour in
the final session.
"Unfortunately, due to the
large volume of rain today at
Centurion, the play has been
called off for the day," said
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Twitter. "After unrelenting
rain for the majority of the
day, the second day of the 1st
Betway Test has been called

Brief scores
India 272/3 in 90 overs (KL Rahul 122 not out, Mayank Agarwal 60,
Lungi Ngidi 3/45) against South Africa

off without a single delivery
bowled," said Cricket South
Africa (CSA) on Twitter.
Earlier, a sublime hundred by
KL Rahul, his fifth Test century outside Asia, along with a
half-century by Mayank
Agarwal helped India dominate the first day's play on
Sunday. At stumps on day
one, India were 272/3 in 90
overs with Rahul (batting
122) and Ajinkya Rahane
(batting 40) at the crease. The
day totally belonged to the
tourists' batters. For the hosts,
Lungi Ngidi was the only
wicket-taker with 3/45 in 17
overs. Electing to bat first on a
semi-lively pitch, India made
the most of a South Africa
attack which was lacklustre at

the start but got into the
groove as the day progressed.
The day, though, belonged to
Rahul, who was assertive in
doing what was needed of
him as an opener: leaving
balls outside the off-stump,
not being rattled by shortpitched deliveries, creaming
the drives, and showing
patience on an excellent day
for his side. Rahul, the Test
vice-captain, stitched partnerships on a consistent basis
while carrying his bat
through the day: 117 with
Agarwal, who made 60, for
India's first-century opening
stand since 2010 before putting 82 and 73 runs with Virat
Kohli (35) and Rahane
respectively.

Kolkata|Agencies

T

iago Adan, and Mason
Robertson found themselves on
target as Real Kashmir picked
up a thrilling 3-2 win over Aizawl FC
in their first game of the I-League
2021/22 season, here on Monday.
While Adan scored a brace in the
match, Robertson scored the crucial
third goal for the Snow Leopards in
the second half of the game. Aizawl
FC did well to lead in possession
stats and remain in the contest till
the final whistle.
The encounter started with Real
Kashmir sitting deep in their half and
allowing Aizawl FC to keep the ball in
the opening minutes. Ayush Chhetri
got the first shot in the match away in
the 7th minute of play after he
received a pass from a corner. But his
long-range hit went wide off the target.
Two minutes later, Real Kashmir
received a corner of their own and
Surchandra Singh sent the ball
straight into the box, which was
headed into the back of the nets by
striker Tiago Adan to give the Snow
Leopards a 1-0 lead in the 9th
minute.
Aizawl FC continued to enjoy the
possession as the first half progressed
but could create very few chances.
With skipper Mason Robertson's
dangerous long throw-ins, and
Surchandra Singh's threatening runins from the left flank, Real Kashmir
kept their threat going despite not
having much of the ball with them.
Aizawl FC received their second
corner in the match at the 29th

minute, but the long-range shot from
skipper R Malsawmtluanga went
awry and the opportunity was
missed. Nearly 10 minutes later,
Aizawl FC received their third corner,
and this time, Lalthakima Ralte
latched on to the cross with a direct
header and scored the equaliser in
the 38th minute to make it 1-1.
Unfortunately for Aizawl FC, Real
Kashmir's Tiago restored the lead in
the additional minutes of the first

THE ASHES, 3RD TEST

AUSTRALIA SEIZE FOUR WICKETS AS ENGLAND STARE AT ANOTHER HUGE DEFEAT
Melbourne|Agencies

Opener Haseeb Hameed too
walked back for 7 as a change of
bowling did the trick. A goodlength ball from Test debutant
Boland nipped off the seam and
took a faint edge off Hameed's bat.
The 30-year-old's incredible over
continued as he bowled Jack Leach
for a duck, leaving the visitors in
disarray at the end of Day 2.Root
and Ben Stokes managed to survive
the final over by Cummins but
Australia would be looking to take
the remaining six wickets in the
opening session on Day 3.

O

n a dramatic day when the
England cricket team was in
the midst of a huge COVID19 scare, Australian pace bowlers
Mitchell Starc and Scott Boland
produced a superb spell in the final
hour of play on Day 2 here, leaving
England teetering at 31/4, still trailing by 51 runs.
After a delayed start to proceedings at the MCG following a
COVID-19 scare -- two members in
the England support staff and two
of their family members tested positive for the virus --, Australia
fought back in the morning session
as they first crossed England's score
of 185 midway through the second
session and then took a handy 82run first-innings lead, putting 267
on the board in 87.5 overs.
English batters, after the trauma

Brief scores
of the early-morning COVID scare,
could not survive the Australian
pace onslaught in the final hour of
play. opener Zak Crawley who got a

thick edge onto it and was back in
the dressing room for 5.
Starc then trapped Dawid Malan
in front of the stumps.

England 185 and 31/4 in 12 overs
(Mitchell Starc 2/11, Sott Boland 2/1) vs
Australia 267 in 87.5 overs (Marcus Harris
76, David Warner 38, Mitchell Starc 24 not
out; James Anderson 4/33, Ollie Robinson
2/64, Mark Wood 2/71).

half. A corner from Surchandra
reached Mason, but his shot was parried away by the goalkeeper
Lalmuansanga to Tiago, who latched
on the rebound and stuck it in to
make it 2-1 as the first half came to a
close.
The second half started with
Aizawl continuing to keep the possession, and searching for the
equaliser. The first opportunity presented in the 49th minute for the

club from Mizoram with a corner, but
nothing threatening came on the
back of it. R'al Kashmir FC's defender
Prakash Sarkar did well to keep a
check on Aizawl FC's counter-attacks
and ensured there was no tough
moment in store for goalkeeper Bilal
Khan.
In the 66th minute, Mason
Robertson got the third goal for Real
Kashmir, as he managed to get a
header on the ball on a cross by Thoi
Singh from the left flank. The ball
went into the nets and Real Kashmir
went 3-1 up.
A moment of danger came for the
Snow Leopards in the 74th minute as
Aizawl FC received an indirect free
kick inside the box with Bilal making
the mistake of collecting the ball
from a backpass. But Real Kashmir
valiantly blocked the shot and Aizawl
FC once again failed to grab the
opportunity.
Just when it looked like Real
Kashmir would run away with the
win, a twist came in the 85th minute
with Ramhlunchhunga scoring a goal
with a shot from outside the box to
reduce the deficit.
Tiago Adnan, who was the star
performer for Real Kashmir, was
stretchered off with three minutes
remaining in the match. Five additional minutes were added to the
game, and Real Kashmir comfortably
defended the incessant attacks from
Aizawl FC in the injury time and
won the match 3-2.Real Kashmir will
next face off against Kenkre FC on
December 31, while Aizawl FC will
challenge Mohammedan Sporting
Club on December 30.

Russell vows to return to BBL
Melbourne|Agencies

A

fter playing his last match for
Melbourne Star in the Big Bash League
on Monday, West Indies batter Andre
Russell vowed to return in the next year if possible.
The destructive batter said that playing in
the Big Bash League is a priority for him as he
is determined to put in a good performance
so the coaches "have something to think
about" his return next year.
The 33-year-old Jamaican arrived in the
BBL for the five-match stint with the
Melbourne Stars. Against the Hobart
Hurricanes in their last match -- scoring 83
runs at a strike rate of 162, including a blistering 42 not out off just 21 balls in a Player-ofthe-Match performance to get the Stars home
over the Sydney Thunder in his second match
of the tournament.
"I'm really looking forward to cashing in on
some good performances for the Stars,"
Russell said. "This is a good bunch of guys
and they made me feel at home and I really
want to do something special before I exit this

half of the tournament."
Asked if he was interested in coming back
next summer, Russell said "of course".

I think it's the right way to go: WORLD NO. 5 RUBLEV TESTS POSITIVE AHEAD OF ATP CUP, AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Ravi Shastri on split captaincy
Melbourne|Agencies

R

Team Absolute|Mumbai

F

ormer India head coach Ravi Shastri
believes that split captaincy between
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma is the
right way to go. He added that the arrangement could be a blessing in disguise for
both Kohli and Sharma as one captain
handling all three formats of the game will
not be easy in a pandemic-dictated world.
After Kohli left the T20I captaincy,
Sharma was made the captain in the format. Just before the Indian Test side left for
South Africa, Sharma was made the fulltime white-ball captain with Kohli continuing as the red-ball skipper.
"I think it's the right way to go. This
could be a blessing in disguise for Virat,
and for Rohit because I don't think in
this era if the bubble life exists for

another year or so, one guy to handle all
three is not easy at all," said Shastri on
Bold & Brave:
The Shastri Way show on Star Sports.

ussian tennis star and world
No. 5 Andrey Rublev has
become the latest player to test
positive for COVID-19 with three
weeks remaining for the start of the
opening Grand Slam of the year -the Australian Open -- from January
17.
On Sunday, another top player,
world No. 14 Denis Shapovalov of
Canada had tested positive for the
virus while in Sydney.
Rublev was scheduled to play in
the multi-nation ATP Cup from
January 1, where Russia begin their
campaign against Austria in Sydney.
But that is out of question now as
Rublev, the Australian Open quarterfinalist this year, completes his
isolation in Barcelona, where he
resides.
Three of the world's top players --

Rahane being relieved as a vice-captain has
lessen the burden for him: Sanjay Bangar
Team Absolute|New Delhi

F

ormer India batting coach
Sanjay Bangar has lavished
praise on Ajinkya Rahane,
saying the veteran batter came
out all guns blazing -- on Day 1
of the Boxing Day Test against
South Africa in Centurion -after being relieved of vice-captaincy.
Rahane got off to a brilliant
start on Day 1 of the Boxing Day
Test, as he remained unbeaten
on 40, smashing eight boundaries and also made a crucial 73run partnership with centurion
KL Rahul in the final session.
His place in the side was in
question as he had lost out on
the vice-captaincy of the Test
team in the lead-up to the South
Africa tour. However, the team
management backed Rahane for
the Boxing Day Test.

Rafael Nadal, Shapovalov and now
Rublev -- have tested positive after
recently playing in an Abu Dhabi
exhibition event. A total of six players have now tested COVID-positive
since the conclusion of the event.
On Monday, Rublev posted a
message on social media saying, "I
want to share some news with you. I
am currently in Barcelona and
unfortunately tested positive for
COVID-19. I have minimal symptom. I am in isolation and following
all the protocols under the supervision of doctors. As you know, I am
fully vaccinated and was preparing
for tournaments -- ATP Cup and
Australian Open. Now I have to
recover and I will go to Melbourne
only when it will be safe for everyone."I am very upset and concerned
about what is happening. I will
return to the court as soon as possible," added Rublev.

"At times, certain events can
actually relieve you, maybe,
lessen the burden a bit. Him
being relieved of the vice-captaincy would have sent a particular signal to him, which obviously plays on every players'
mind. He has come out all guns
blazing. He has been very positive in his footwork, he has put
away all the bad balls," Bangar
told Star Sports.
"He is the sort of player who
likes to get good and quick
starts. That was very similar to
the way Rahul Dravid used to
start his innings. He used to
like to get to, say 20, in quick
time so that there is less pressure on him. And that's why
Rahane also shows a similar
pattern. All the innings where
he has been successful, he has
gotten off to flyers and then
settled in nicely," he added.

Railways to take on PSPB in final
Bengaluru|Agencies

P

etroleum Sports
Promotion Board (PSPB)
thrashed Sports
Authority of India 9-2 to set up
a summit clash with Railways
Sports Promotion Board in 1st
Hockey India Senior Men
Inter-Department National
Championship here on
Monday. Railways prevailed
over Punjab National Bank 4-3
in the second semifinal.Earlier in the first semifinal, Punjab National Bank
(PNB) faced off Railway Sports
Promotion Board (RSPB) in a
classic thriller. The two teams
started brilliantly in the
defence but Abhishek managed to get the first goal in the
19th minute of the match.
However, PNB's lead lasted
only a minute as Pardeep
Singh scored the equaliser in
the 20th minute.
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Sushmita Sen writes cryptic
post on happiness after
break-up

ollywood star Salman Khan, who
turned 56 on Monday, has teased that he
might share screen space with Shah Rukh
Khan after their cameo appearances in each
other's upcoming films 'Tiger 3' and 'Pathan'.
During a media interaction outside his Panvel farmhouse,
where he is celebrating his 56th birthday, Salman said 'Tiger
3' would release by December 2022."We are coming together
in 'Tiger 3' and 'Pathan'. 'Tiger 3' should be released by
Team Absolute|Mumbai
December 2022, before that 'Pathan' will release. Then maybe
both of us will come together," the actor
ollywood actress and former beautold reporters.The third instalment of the
ty queen Sushmita Sen, who
'Tiger' franchise is directed by Maneesh
recently announced her break-up
Sharma, while 'Pathan' is directed by 'War'
with beau Rohman Shawl, has shared a
helmer Siddharth Anand.
cryptic note about taking risks to be
'Tiger 3' will have Salman and Katrina
happy.
Kaif repring their roles as agents Tiger
Sushmita had mentioned that their relaand Zoya. The film will also star Emraan
tionship was long over but the duo still
Hashmi as the antagonist.
remained very good friends.
'Pathan' marks SRK's first film after
She took to Instagram on Sunday, where
'Zero' which released in 2018.During
she shared a close-up picture of herself and
the interaction, Salman also conmentioned that it takes a risk to be happy and it
firmed he will be filming the
is not easy.The actress captioned the image:
'Bajrangi Bhaijaan' sequel after
"Taking a risk to survive takes Will...Taking a risk to
he finishes two of his projbe happy, that takes guts." You got guts people,
ects 'Kabhi Eid Kabhi
believe me, we all do!!! let no one tell you otherwise!!! I
Diwali' and the second
love you!!! #duggadugga."Earlier this year, speculations
instalment of 'No
about them separating started doing the rounds when
Entry'.
Sushmita made a post on Instagram and mentioned walking out of a futile relationship.On the work front, Sushmita
was recently seen in the second season of the International
Emmy nominated series 'Aarya', directed by Ram Madhvani.

Naseeruddin Shah: I'm
offered more interesting
work on OTT than in movies
Team Absolute|Mumbai

V

eteran actor Naseeruddin Shah, who is gearing up for
his upcoming web series titled 'Kaun Banega
Shikharwati', says he gets more interesting offers of
roles on OTT platforms rather than in films.
Naseer said, "I am being offered much more interesting
work on OTT than in the movies, but since things opened
up I have done cameos in several films made by friends. In
any case these days it's either the Rs 5,000 crore monsters or
the very tiny films being
made in Mumbai and I
don't fit into the former
but have done several of
the latter which are
probably destined to
have a very limited
audience if they ever
see the light of day (the
story of my life!)."The
upcoming web series is
a comedy-drama which
revolves around a dysfunctional royal family.
The show also features
Lara Dutta, Soha Ali
Khan, Kritika Kamra,
Anya Singh Raghubir
Yadav, Cyrus Sahukar,
and Varun Thakur,
among others.Asked
about the reason
behind taking up this
project and Naseer said, "I said 'yes' to KBS because I've
been itching to do comedy and this fell into my lap! What's
probably unique about it is that the characters are all eccentric in various degrees and with the majority of the content
on OTT being expletive-filled blood-soaked revenge dramas
or steamy love stories there might be space for a little lightheartedness as well. Why the audience sees it is up to them,
in any case people decide what they want to see when a
project is announced, at least I do."'Kaun Banegi
Shikharwati' is releasing on ZEE5 on January 7.

Ranveer, Deepika
jet off for vacation
after '83' release
Team Absolute|Mumbai

P

ost the release of their much-awaited film '83',
Bollywood power couple Deepika Padukone and
Ranveer Singh took off for a quick getaway to spend
quality time together.The two were spotted at the airport on
Monday morning as they exited the city for their annual holiday.
Both Deepika and Ranveer made impressive style statements wearing different shades of brown and complemented each other well. Deepika chose a white top and muted
brown pants. She rounded up her look with a pair of solid
olive green boots and a sling bag on her shoulder. Ranveer,
on the other hand, sported a brown leather jacket, chunky
sunglasses and a black embellished hat.
Both the actors have a power-packed 2022 ahead with
their big-ticket releases. While Deepika will be geared up for
yet another release in January, 'Gehraiyaan', the teaser of
which was hugely appreciated, Ranveer will be back on set
for his next film.
Ranveer has films like 'Jayeshbhai Jordaar' and the Rohit
Shetty directorial 'Cirkus' lined up for release in 2022.

B

Pooja Hegde's loving
the response to 'Radhe
Shyam' trailer
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Pooja Hegde, who plays the
character of Prerna in 'Radhe
Shyam', is on cloud nine with the
response to the film's trailer.
In addition, she calls the film a
love story where the couple fight
the unforeseen battles and forces
which are beyond their comprehension.
Commenting on the same, the
actress says, "'Radhe Shyam' has witnessed
an incredible amount of excitement and it
feels fantastic to have the audience wait for
your movie so eagerly. The uproar created

by those who loved the trailer was heartwarming to
watch. It's a love story of a couple who are fighting
forces beyond our ken to be together."
Talking about her character, the actress, who has
been getting a positive response from the audience, says, "Prerna has the strength it takes to fight
for love and I'm glad that her courage came across
to the viewers through the trailer."
The trailer shows Pooja embodying a princess as
she pulls off classic looks complementing the scenic European locales.
'Radhe Shyam', a period romantic drama, also
stars Prabhas and Bhagyashree and has been shot
simultaneously in Hindi and Telugu. The film written and directed by Radha Krishna Kumar and is
slated to hit theatres on January 14.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

'BIGG BOSS 15':

PRATIK CALLS RAKHI 'BIASED';
TEJASSWI, KARAN AGAIN GET
INTO BLAME GAME
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

ejasswi Prakash and Karan Kundrra were seen sorting out their differences in the 'Weekend Ka Vaar'
episode of 'Bigg Boss 15'. But it seems their dispute is
not coming to an end.
While Tejasswi nominates Rashami, Karan nominates
Abhijit. This infuriates Tejasswi and she argues with Karan.
She says: "If you are playing to save Rashami, then I am
not okay with it." Tejasswi feels that Karan nominated
Abhijit Bichukale to save Rashami from nomination.
On the other hand, Rakhi continues to wield the power
of 'sanchalak' in the 'Snowman task' that leaves everyone
annoyed.
Pratik targets Umar to keep him out of the game, but
Rakhi takes a questionable call by keeping him safe against
the rules.
Pratik fights with Rakhi as he is not happy with her
biased approach, but Rakhi taunts him by saying he is
afraid of Umar. She concludes her argument saying: "My
decision is final."
'Bigg Boss 15' airs on Colors.

Mrunal Thakur
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