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PM lays wreath at National War
Memorial, recalls valour...

"ALL MAJOR CITIES HAVE
TURNED INTO SLUMS": SC
The order cleared the path for demolition of a huge swathe of
hutments in Gujarat's Surat that have come up on railway land. The
demolition will lead to the eviction of around 10,000 people.

T

he Indian Railways has to take
responsibility for encroachments
that have come upon its land and
take strict action against them, the
Supreme Court said today, refusing to
allow 5000 hutments to continue in
Gujarat.
"Look at any city, Chandigarh might
be an exception but there are problems
in Chandigarh as well. That is happening

"All major cities have
turned into slums… This is a
sad story going on for 75
years. "Railways cannot be
let off the hook of their
responsibility. It is not just
the state government's
responsibility... The time has
come for the corporations to
take the responsibility of
removing the
encroachment".

everywhere. Let us rise to reality and
think how the problem has to be
resolved," said Justice AM Khanwilkar,
who was on the bench along with
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and CT
Ravikumar.Directing the Railways to initiate criminal action against unauthorised occupants immediately. The court
said it would also review the action
taken.The Railways have also been asked
to take action against officials who
allowed the encroachments to take
place."Performance will be apprised by
us and not your hirers. Your liability is an
equal liability along with the state and
corporation. The owner who is incapable
of protecting the property should be
liable along with the State and
Corporation," Justice Khanwilkar told
Additional Solicitor General KM Nataraj,

who was representing the Railways.
The court has asked the Gujarat government and the Railways to jointly provide a compensation of ? 2,000 per
month for six months for each demolished hut. The money is for the people to
manage accommodation till they are
rehabilitated."The slum dwellers will be
eligible for PMAY (Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana) accommodation if applications
are made and eligibility is fulfilled," the
court said.The court had earlier stayed
the demolition of the hutments, built
along the railway track and issued
notices to Centre, Western Railways and
the state government.In their appeal, the
Surat-based "Utran se Besthan Railway
Jhopadpatti Vikas Mandal", said the
slum dwellers will face irreparable injury
if they are not provided with alternate
arrangement. Once they are evicted and
made homeless, their condition would
become more miserable, especially in
view of the pandemic, the petition had
said.Senior advocate Colin Gonsalves
who appeared for the petitioners, said
the people were living on Railway land
for more than 60 years and most of them
have proof of residence with them.
The Western Railways, he said, had
planned a 10 km third railway line
between Surat and Jalgaon and ordered
the people to vacate the land without
any notice or rehabilitation.

Akhilesh Yadav finally meets
Shivpal, alliance announced
LUCKNOW | Agencies

T

he ice finally thawed on
a chilly December
evening when
Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav finally drove
to his estranged uncle
Shivpal Singh Yadav's residence for a meeting on
Thursday.
The two leaders were in
talks for about 45 minutes,
indicating a definite rapprochement of sorts. The two
had not met in the past five
years even though they came
face to face at a few family
functions.Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, who is
emerging as the big challenger to the BJP ahead of the
assembly polls in Uttar
Pradesh, has agreed to mend
fences with his estranged
uncle Shivpal Yadav. Akhilesh
Yadav tweeted a picture of

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
FOR NIGHT AUTOPSIES:
KERALA HC TO GOVT
Kochi: The Kerala High
Court on Thursday
directed the state government to provide adequate
facilities and staff in all
the Government Medical
Colleges to facilitate the
conduct of autopsies after
5 p.m.
Justice P.V.
Kunhikrishnan said,
Article 21 of the
Constitution will not only
apply to a living person
but will continue till
his/her body is cremated.
"The right to dignity
and fair treatment is not
only available to a living
man but also to his dead
body. A decent burial of a
dead body of a human
being immediately after
the death, if intended by
the kith and kin of that
person, is far more
important than certain
legal formalities to be
conducted if it is an
unnatural death.
The obligation of the
state to do the needful in
such a situation is paramount," ruled the judge.

him and Shivpal Yadav, saying they had agreed to an
alliance for the crucial 2022
assembly election.Shivpal
Yadav, 66, had broken away
from the Samajwadi Party
ahead of the 2017 elections
and formed his own party -the Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohia) after very public differences with Akhilesh
Yadav.Though both the leaders did not speak to the
media, sources said that they
had discussed an alliance
between the Samajwadi Party

and Shivpal Yadav's
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
Lohia (PSPL) and agreed to
the same.The SP leader,
whose rallies have been
drawing increasingly bigger
crowds, has been interested
in bringing as many smaller
parties on board as possible.
Shivpal Yadav's party has
sizeable influence on just a
few seats in the Etawah
region, but his inputs are
likely to help Akhilesh Yadav
immensely in the tough battle ahead for the state.

Bangkok|Agencies

ith the emergence of
Covid an estimated 375.8
million people in the
Asia and the Pacific region faced
hunger in 2020, which is nearly
54 million more people than in

W

'SHEENA IS ALIVE IN KASHMIR'
In a bizarre development, murder accused and former
media personality Indrani Mukerjea has claimed that her
daughter Sheena Bora -- who was killed in 2012 -- is apparently alive and currently in Kashmir.

New Delhi: The Union
Cabinet has passed a proposal
to increase the minimum legal
age for marriage of women
from 18 to 21 years.
Sources said the government
approved the proposal in a
meeting of the cabinet on
Wednesday. Currently, the legal
minimum age of marriage for
men is 21 years and 18 for
women. Sources said the proposal was based on the recommendation of NITI Aayog task
force headed by Jaya Jaitly.
Senior officials of the health
ministry, women and child
development ministry, and law
ministry were members of the
task force set up in June last
year.
The task force was formed to
examine matters pertaining to
the age of motherhood, imperatives of lowering MMR
(Maternal Mortality Rate),
improvement of nutritional levels and related issues.
After the Union cabinet's
approval, the government will
amend the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, Special Marriage
Act, and the Hindu Marriage
Act to implement the new decision to increase the legal age of
marriage of women," sources
said.

Minister can't be punished
for son's deed: BJP
New Delhi: A
father cannot be
punished for
the actions of
his son - this,
BJP sources
have told to a
news channel,
is the ruling
party's position
on demands
from the opposition that junior Home
Minister Ajay Mishra must resign, or
be sacked, over his son being charged
in the Lakhimpur Kheri farm killings.
The party's senior leadership is not
in favour of precipitate action against
Mishra, and that he will not, at this
time, be removed from the Council of
Ministers. An union ministers and
senior BJP leaders have said, that the
Lakhimpur Kheri case is sub judice
(being heard in court) and that the SIT
had yet to file its final report.
Party sources did, however, admit
that Mishra's shocking outburst at
journalists yesterday (at Lakhimpur
Kheri, in fact) was "wrong". The minister had been cautioned, the sources
said.

2019, according to a joint report
just published by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
and the UN Children's Fund
(UNICEF)."This most recent
report on the state of food security and nutrition in Asia and the
Pacific tells a grim story. The high
cost of a healthy diet and persistently high levels of poverty and
income inequality continue to
hold healthy diets out of reach for
1.8 billion people in this region,"
wrote Jong-Jin Kim, Assistant
Director General and Regional
Representative for Asia-Pacific at
FAO, in the report.

07

Stuart Broad becomes third
England cricketer to...

Cabinet clears proposal to
increase legal marriage age
of women to 21

Over 375 mn people went hungry
in Asia-Pacific due to Covid
 ACCORDING TO THE
2021 ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC REGIONAL
OVERVIEW OF FOOD
SECURITY AND
NUTRITION, IN THIS
REGION ALONE, MORE
THAN 1.1 BILLION
PEOPLE DID NOT
HAVE ACCESS TO
ADEQUATE FOOD IN
2020 -- AN INCREASE
OF ALMOST 150 MILLION PEOPLE IN JUST
ONE YEAR.
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Ben Affleck hints at shift in career
approach...
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The report stated that the
region was already facing a "quite
discouraging" food security and
nutrition situation in 2019.
Progress had stalled in reducing
the number of undernourished,
and the prevalence of certain
nutritional indicators, such as
stunting in children under five
years of age, was much too high.
But Covid worsened the situation. Besides increasing infections, the containment measures
led to a major contraction of economic activity around the globe.
Disruption in food supply chains
added to the problems.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

n her letter to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
Director, she has contended she met a woman in
Byculla Womens Jail who
told her that she met her
daughter in Kashmir and
urged the agency to track
her.
However, Mukerjea's
lawyer Sana R. Khan told
media persons that she has
no details of what her client
- who has been in jail since
August 2015 - has actually
written.
Though the CBI has not
reacted, some reports have
suggested what could be a
fresh twist to the sensation-

al murder case that erupted
six-and-half years ago with
the arrest of Mukerjeas'
driver Shyamvar Rai who
had spilled the beans on
Sheena Bora's killing.
Subsequently, the
Mumbai Police and CBI
nabbed Mukerjea's former
husband Sanjeev Khanna,
and her second husband
and media tycoon Peter
Mukerjea, while Rai was
pardoned after he turned
approver in the case in June
2016.While Indrani
Mukerjea's bail pleas have
been rejected by various
courts, Peter Mukerjea was
granted bail by a Special
CBI Court in February 2020.
As later investigations

revealed, Sheena was the
daughter of Indrani
Mukerjea with her ex-live-in
partner, Siddhartha Das of
Kolkata.
Earlier considered to be
the younger sister of Indrani
Mukerjea, Sheena was in a
live-in relationship with her
step-brother Rahul, the
younger son of Peter
Mukerjea through his exwife who lives in Dehradun.
As per Rai's statement to
the police after he was
nabbed in another case in
August 2015, Sheena Bora,
24, was strangulated on
April 24, 2012, and her body
put in a suitcase which was
taken to the remote forests
in Raigad and burnt.

Maximum temperature to
drop till Christmas: IMD
Team Absolute|New Delhi

D

ue to a 'Western
Disturbance', the maximum temperature this
Christmas will be colder with light
to moderate rain or snowfall over
the western Himalayan region,
northwest India, and adjoining
areas of central India, the IMD
said on Thursday.
"A Western Disturbance is likely
to affect western Himalayan
region and adjoining plains from
December 24 and it is likely to
cause light to moderate scattered
to fairly widespread rainfall/snowfall over western Himalayan
region and light to moderate isolated to scattered rainfall over
plains of northwest India and over
adjoining areas of central India
during first half of the week till
December 26 (so a wet spell is
likely over northwest India includ-

ing over Delhi during X-mas date
when daytime maximum temper-

SC Collegium refuses to confirm
Bombay HC judge who gave
'skin-to-skin' verdict
New Delhi:
The Supreme
Court
Collegium is
learnt to have
declined confirmation to
Justice Pushpa
Ganediwala as a
permanent
judge of the
Bombay High Court, against the backdrop
of her controversial "skin-to-skin" judgement.
The collegium is headed by Chief Justice
N.V. Ramana and comprising Justices U.U.
Lalit and A.M. Khanwilkar.On November
18, the Supreme Court set aside her two
controversial judgments passed in January
this year, interpreting sexual assault provisions under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The top court
had said the Bombay High Court's judgements making skin-to-skin contact necessary for offence of sexual assault against a
child, undermines her dignity and autonomy, through unwanted intrusions. The
woman judge also faced a widespread criticism after she granted bail to a man
accused of groping a minor, saying that
there was no "skin-to-skin contact and
hence, it cannot be termed as sexual
assault" under the POCSO Act.

ature likely to be also colder)," the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said in its forecast.
The forecast further predicted
possibility of cold wave and severe
cold wave conditions over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, and
Saurashtra and Kutch during
December 17 to 21, over north
Rajasthan during 18 to 21, over
West Uttar Pradesh during
December 19 to 21 and over the
Gujarat region on December 19
and 20.
Due to likely influence of
'Western Disturbance', rise in minimum temperatures is very likely
over the most parts of northwest
India.These are likely to be normal
to above normal over most parts
of northwest, east and peninsular
India and slightly below normal
over central India. No significant
cold wave is likely over any parts
of the country, it added.

2021 Paralympic Sports awards

Avani Lekhara wins in Best
Female Debut category
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he first woman to win a
gold medal in Olympic
or Paralympic Games,
Avani Lekhara on Thursday
added more glitter to her
gold as she won the Best
Female Debut award in the
2021 Paralympic Sports
Awards announced in a virtual ceremony. Avani this
year became the first-ever
female Paralympic gold
medallist from India. The
19-year-old broke the
Paralympic record and
equalled the World record in
the women's 10m SH1 air
rifle standing final. She also
won bronze in the women's
50m SH1 air rifle standing
event to become the first
Indian female to win two
medals in the Paralympics. It
was also India's first
Paralympic medal in shooting.
"It's an honour for me to
win this award. The focus
was always on giving my
best shot, bringing home

medals for my country, and
showing that anything is
possible with hard work,
dedication, and passion,"
said Avani after receiving the
award.
Avani is the first Indian
female sportsperson to be
given the award that recognises achievements from the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games across seven categories: Best Female, Best
Male, Best Female Debut,
Best Male Debut, Best Team,
Best Official and BP Courage
Award.
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PM LAYS WREATH AT NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL,
RECALLS VALOUR OF ARMED FORCES
Team Absolute|New Delhi

P

rime Minister
Narendra Modi laid a
wreath at the National
War Memorial on the occasion of the 50th Swarnim
Vijay Diwas on Thursday.
Immediately after that
Modi on social media
recalled the sacrifices made
by the bravehearts of the
Indian Armed Forces.
"On the 50th Vijay Diwas,
I recall the great valour and
sacrifice by the Mukti
Joddhas, Biranganas and
bravehearts of the Indian
Armed Forces. Together, we
fought and defeated oppressive forces. Rashtrapati Ji's
presence in Dhaka is of special significance to every
Indian," he tweeted.
President Ram Nath
Kovind, who is on his maiden state visit to neighbouring Bangladesh, participated
in 50th Victory Day celebrations in Dhaka. The

President has been invited
to the celebration as "guest
of honour" by Bangladesh
President Abdul Hamid.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was received by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh at the National War
Memorial. Singh joined the
nation in remembering the
courage, valour and sacrifice
of the Armed Forces during
the 1971 war on the occasion of 'Swarnim Vijay
Diwas' on December 16,

3 KILLED, SEVERAL INJURED
IN BLAST AT GUJARAT
CHEMICAL FACTORY
Gandhinagar: Three persons were charred to death while
15 others were injured, two of them critically, after a blast
accompanied by a devastating fire rocked a chemical factory
in Panchmahal district in Gujarat on Thursday morning.
The blast occurred in the Gujarat Fluorochemicals
Limited (GFL) factory in the Ranjitnagar locality of
Ghoghamba town.
District Collector Sujal Mayatra said, "Three workers have
died. The firefighters have doused the fire and the factory
building has been cleared. No other body has been found
there." Mayatra informed that out of the 15 workers who
were injured, the condition of two is stated to be critical.
The official said that experts from Godhra and Vadodara
have reached the spot to ascertain the cause of the accident.
"As we had snapped electricity connection to the factory
to prevent more damage, it is not immediately possible to
ascertain the exact cause of the blast," he added. Earlier, an
official communique from the CMO stated that Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel was in constant touch with
the district administration, ensuring that the injured are
given proper care. According to sources in Godhra, the district headquarters of Panchmahal, the sound of the blast
could be heard within a radius of around 10 km.
Firefighters from the nearby towns of Godhra, Haalol and
Kaalol were able to douse the fire after around five hours.
Because of the toxic gas emanating from the blast site, the
district administration had to cordon off 5 km area surrounding the factory.

2021. In a series of tweets,
Singh termed the 1971 war
as the golden chapter in
India's military history.
Swarnim Vijay Varsh is
being celebrated to mark 50
years of India's victory in
1971 war. The aim is to
spread the message of unity,
nationalism and pride
among people in general
and Armed Forces in particular, in addition to showing
respect to the veterans who
participated in the war.

MISOGYNIST GOVT IGNORES INDIRA'S CONTRIBUTION: CONGRESS
T
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Congress on Thursday tore
into the government for skipping Indira Gandhi's name
during Vijay Diwas celebrations and
termed it as "misogynist BJP
Government" as it did not want to
give credit to the woman who is
widely credited for carving out a
new nation called Bangladesh from
Pakistan. The sharpest attack came
from grand daughter of the late
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi -Priyanka Gandhi Vadra who said,
"Our first and only woman Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi is being left
out of the misogynist BJP government's Vijay Diwas celebrations.
This, on the 50th anniversary of the
day that she led India to victory and
liberated Bangladesh."
Indira Gandhi was the Prime
Minister of India during the 1971
war with Pakistan. She further said,
"Narendra Modiji, women don't
believe your platitudes. Your patronising attitude is unacceptable. It's
about time you start giving women
their due." The Congress has turned
the entire episode of government

not giving due credit as antiwomen. The party had a year long
celebrations which ended on
Wednesday and on Thursday Rahul
Gandhi in Dehradun felicitated the
war veterans and said, "it was Indira
Gandhi who ended the war with
Pakistan in 13 days and liberated
Bangladesh while America could
not defeat Afghanistan in 20 years.
But in Delhi she who took 32 bullets
for the nation has been forgotten
from the celebrations."

IIT-DELHI BEATS TOP VARSITIES BY OFFERING RECORD PLACEMENTS
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

record number of
over 1,250 jobs have
been offered to IITDelhi students in the first
two weeks of campus placements this year. The students have received job
offers from several reputed
multinational companies of
which Microsoft has provided 60 job offers.
Among the firms that
hired the students are
Microsoft, HCL Tech, Jaguar
Land Rover, EXL Analytics
and Graviton Research
Capital LLP India.
With this record number
of jobs offered to students,
IIT-Delhi has leapt past
some big names like the
University of Chicago,
University of California,
Berkeley and Nanyang
Technological University,
Singapore, etc.
An official of IIT-Delhi
said the institute has never
received job offers in such a
large number before,

B

adding that it is 45 per cent
more than the previous
year.
According to IIT-Delhi,
the PPOs (pre-placement
offers) received this year are

the highest in the last five
years. About 180 PPOs have
been received so far.
Tech giant Microsoft
made almost 60 offers while
Rakuten Mobile, Japan ops

Hyderabad|Agencies

near to his abdomen, instead of its
normal position in the urinary
tract. Though the presence of the
kidney in an abnormal location is
not the cause of the problem,
removing stones from the kidney
located abnormally was surely a
challenging task, doctors said.

"This patient might have been
developing these stones for more
than two years, but never experienced any symptoms in the past.
However, sudden occurrence of
pain forced him to undergo all necessary tests which revealed presence of a large cluster of renal

Man marries sister to get
benefits of govt scheme

Two-day strike hits banking
services in northeast
Guwahati/Agartala|Agencies

156 RENAL STONES FROM REMOVED FROM MAN AT HYDERABAD HOSPITAL
A
s many as 156 kidney stones
were removed from a 50year-old patient at a
Hyderabad hospital.
Doctors at the Preeti Urology &
Kidney Hospital, a leading renal
care facility in the city, removed the
kidney stones through keyhole
opening.
Doctors say this is the highest
number of kidney stones ever
removed from a single patient in
the country, using laparoscopy and
endoscopy, instead of conducting a
major surgery.
The patient, Basavaraj
Madiwalar, a school teacher in
Karnataka's Hubli, developed sudden pain near his abdomen, and
screening showed presence of a
large cluster of renal stones (kidney
stones).
The patient is also a case of
ectopic kidney as it was located

"Remembering the martyrs and veterans of the 1971 war. India won the
war to save the idea of democracy
under the able leadership of Former
PM Indira Gandhi ji, Jai Hind,"
tweeted Rahul Gandhi. The
Congress has objected that in the
government programs, Indira
Gandhi has been left out. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in his tweet
did not mention her name. The PM
tweeted: "On the 50th Vijay Diwas, I
recall the great valour and sacrifice

by the Muktijoddhas, Biranganas
and bravehearts of the Indian
Armed Forces. Together, we fought
and defeated oppressive forces.
Rashtrapati Ji's presence in Dhaka is
of special significance to every
Indian."Sonia Gandhi on
Wednesday said, "It was this
extraordinary convergence of a
well-planned and perfectly-executed political, diplomatic and military
strategy that gave 1971 a distinctive
place in the history of the sub-continent. It was a history that reshaped
geography as well." She said Indira
Gandhi remains a source of inspiration to crores of Indians for her
boldness and for resilience. But it
will not be an exaggeration to say
that 1971 was, in many ways, Indira
Gandhi's finest year - starting with
the massive mandate she received
in March.The Congress sources say
it knew that the government will
ignore Indira Gandhi so the rally in
Dehradun was planned to tell the
nation that it was Indira Gandhi
who split Pakistan. The party in a
bitter turf war on nationalism with
BJP wants to be
ahead to prove its credentials.

stones in the kidney. After assessing
his health condition, we decided to
take laparoscopy and endoscopy
route to extract the stones, instead
of resorting to a major surgery,"
said Dr. V Chandra Mohan,
Urologist and Managing Director,
Preeti Urology & Kidney Hospital.

the list of international
offers.
Around 350 national and
international companies
have so far registered themselves to hire the students.

anking services were
badly affected in the
northeastern states
on Thursday as most of the
major banks remained
closed due to two-day
nation-wide employees'
strike against bank privatisation. Protest demonstrations were also held in
front of the bank branches
in many cities across the
region by the striking
employees. Leaders of the
striking employees
claimed that the response
on the first day of the twoday bank strike was very
good in all the eight northeastern states. The strike
was called by the United
Forum of Bank Unions
(UFBU). UFBU leader
Sanjay Datta said that they
want that the government
not move the Bank
Privatisation Bill (Banking
Laws Amendment Bill,

2021) during the ongoing
winter session of the
Parliament.
The government had in
Budget 2021-22
announced its intent to
take up privatisation of
two more public sector
banks (PSBs) during the
year. "The bank strike is
not in the interest of the
employees alone... the agitation is to protest policies
of the Central government
and to protect the Indian
banks from so-called
reforms," Datta said. He
said that PSBs are implementing all government
schemes including JanDhan Yojana, social sector
insurance scheme and
Mudra schemes, meant for
the economically and
socially backward sections
of the society. The banking
employees have also been
protesting the outsourcing
of non-core activities by
the authorities.

Shooter who was gifted rifle
by Sonu Sood commits suicide
Kolkata|Agencies

A

young national level
shooter -- Konica
Layak who was supposed to get married in
February this year committed suicide at her hostel in
Bally in West Bengal's
Howrah district on
Wednesday night, the police
said on Thursday, adding
the body has been sent for
post-mortem.
Earlier this year, Konica
was gifted a German-manufactured rifle by actor Sonu
Sood after he was briefed
about her struggles. Sood
had gifted her the rifle so she
could take part in the
Nationals and other competitions. "Sonu Sood sir, my

rifle is here. There is a wave
of happiness in my family
and the entire village is
blessing you. May you live
long," an elated Layak had
tweeted after receiving the
gun amid the Covid-19 pandemic. Police, investigating
the case, recovered a suicide
note where she wrote that

she was gong through
'depression' and that forced
her to kill herself. Police,
however, was verifying the
suicide note even.
This is the fourth such
case in recent times in the
shooting fraternity. Her family members are learned to
have reached Kolkata.

9 yrs after Delhi gang rape: Is the
Capital now safe for women?
Ujwal Jalali |New Delhi

S

Firozabad (UP)|Agencies

I

n a bizarre incident, a
man married his own sister at a mass marriage
event to obtain money from
the Mukhyamantri Samuhik
Vivaah Yojana scheme,
under which weddings are
conducted by the social welfare department. Under the
mass wedding scheme, the
state government gives Rs

35,000 for each couple apart
from household gifts given
to them. According to the
scheme details, Rs 20,000 is
deposited in the brides'
bank account and gifts
worth 10,000 rupees are also
given. The marriage took
place in Tundla in Firozabad
on December 11 and came
to light when the local villagers identified the married
couple as brother and sister.

The event was organised
on the premises of the
Tundla Block Development
Office in which 51 other
couples were also married.
Block Development
Officer of Tundla, Naresh
Kumar said that action will
be taken against the people
An FIR has also been registered against the brother
whose Aadhar card is being
verified currently.

pecial Police Unit for Women
and Children, is a special unit of
the Delhi Police which aims to
safeguard the rights of women and
children in the Capital. While on the
one hand it inquires into the complaints and investigates the cases
related to dowry and other crimes
against women, primarily matrimonial disputes specified in section 498-A
and 406 of 34 IPC, on the other hand it
caters to children by building a cadre
of child-friendly police and childfriendly police stations across the city.
It has been nine years since the barbaric gang rape of a 22-year-old
woman in Delhi shook the conscience
of the country to its core. The national
capital was at that time labelled the
'Rape Capital' and the safety of
women seemed in tatters. Nirbhaya,
the woman who was brutally raped
on December 16, 2012, got justice
after eight years when on March 20,
2020, all her rapists -- Mukesh Singh,
Vinay Sharma, Akshay Thakur and
Pawan Gupta -- were executed in
Tihar jail.
Since 2012, several steps have been

taken by successive governments to
enhance women's security, not only
in the national capital, but all over the
country. And now after almost a
decade, the real question is -- are
women really feeling safe in Delhi?
Has there been any reduction in
crimes against women? It is only the
residents of the national capital who
can answer these pertinent questions.
But the data says otherwise. Crimes

against women in the national capital
continue to show an upward trajectory, compared to last year's data.
According to the data compiled by the
Delhi Police, 1,725 women have been
allegedly raped in the current year till
October 31 in the city. In 2020, 1,429
women were victims of this heinous
crime in the same period. Compared
to the data from last year, there has
been an increase of 20 per cent. In

2020, the total number of crimes
against women stood at 7,948 which
this year has increased to 11,527. In
total, the crime against women has
increased by a massive 45 per cent in
the national capital in just the past 10
months. Though several steps have
been taken by the authorities and law
enforcement agencies, there is still a
long way to go to make women feel
safe and secure in the city.
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maharashtra
MAHARASHTRA OMICRON CASES

SECTION 144 IMPOSED IN
MUMBAI TILL NEW YEAR'S EVE
The Mumbai Police order requires everyone to follow Covid-appropriate behaviour in public places in the city and restricts access to shops and other establishments in the city and public transport to only fully vaccinated persons.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Mumbai police said on
Wednesday that prohibitory
orders under the Code of
Criminal Procedure's Section 144
have been imposed in the city from
December 16 to December 31 - a
period covering Christmas and New
Year eve - banning large gatherings
as part of measures to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus disease.
The order to extend the prohibitory orders was issued amid mounting
concerns around cases of Omicron
variant of Sars-CoV-2 being reported
from several parts of the country.
Maharashtra accounts for the largest
number of reported Omicron cases
in the country, reporting 32 of the
country's 73 cases. It is followed by
Rajasthan with 17 cases of the new
variant, Delhi with six such infections, Kerala with five, Gujarat with
four, Karnataka three, Telangana two,

and one each in West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh, Chandigarh and
Tamil Nadu. The notification issued
by the deputy commissioner of
police and executive magistrate for
Greater Mumbai, Chaintanya S, will

continue to be in force in Mumbai
till December 31. The police order
said the restrictions were necessary
in view of the continued threat
posed by the Omicron variant of the
coronavirus, which is said to be

highly infectious and capable of
undergoing frequent mutations.
It requires all to follow Covidappropriate behaviour notified by
the Maharashtra government while
in public places in Mumbai,
The notification restricts the
access to shops and other establishments in the city and all public
transport to only fully vaccinated
persons and also restricts attendance
for any programme to 50? of the
capacity of the ground or closed
premises concerned. It also provides
that any event can be organised and
attended by fully vaccinated persons
only. The notification adds that the
persons entering Maharashtra
should either be fully vaccinated or
shall carry negative RT-PCR test
results conducted within 72 hours of
their entry. Violators will be punished under Section 188 of the
Indian Penal Code and other relevant penal provisions, it added.

Mumbai, Friday, December 17, 2021

Maharashtra SSC, HSC Exams 2022
Offline In March-April: Varsha Gaikwad
Maharashtra SSC, HSC Exams 2022 Dates: Maharashtra SSC or
Class 10 and HSC or Class 12 board exams will be conducted
offline in March-April, 2022, School Education Minister Varsha
Gaikwad has informed.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra SSC or
Class 10 and HSC or
Class 12 board
exams will be conducted
offline in March-April, 2022,
School Education Minister
Varsha Gaikwad has
informed. For Class 12 students, the exams will take
place between March 4 and
April 7, 2022 and for Class 10
students, exams will be conducted from March 15 to
April 18. Earlier, the
Maharashtra state board had
reduced HSC and SSC
exams syllabi by 25 per cent
in view of the COVID-19
pandemic.
"Written exams of Std
12th (HSC) will be held
offline from March 4,2022 to
April 07,2022, & those of Std
10th (SSC) will be held
offline from March 15, 2022
to April 18, 2022. Due to
COVID-19,the curriculum
was earlier cut by
25%.Questions will only be
from this reduced syllabus,"
Gaikwad tweeted on

Thursday evening.
The School Education
Minister of Maharashtra said
that the government will try
to ensure that HSC results
are announced by the second week of June, 2022 and
SSC results by the second
week of July, 2022. " All
exams would be conducted
in compliance with COVID19 safety norms," Ms
Gaikwad said.
Practical exams, grade,
orals and internal assessments HSC students will be
conducted from February 14
to March 3 and for SSC stu-

dents, these exams will take
place from February 25 to
March 14. Detailed time
table for these exams will be
released later.
Health and wellbeing of
students is a priority for the
government, the minister
said. "To ensure a conducive
environment for the students, we held a series of
consultations with schools,
principals, headmasters,
teachers & experts regarding
the assessment mode &
exam schedule. Their suggestions were incorporated,"
Gaikwad added.

50,000 bank employees in WAS MAHARASHTRA MINISTER PRESENT AT KARAN JOHAR'S DINNER?" BJP LEADER
BJP leader Ashish Shelar said there are discrepancies in versions put out by
Maha join 2-day all-India strike different
people on Karan Johar's dinner party on December 8.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

A

ver 10,000 branches of
various banks in
Maharashtra wore a
near-deserted look as more
than 50,000 employees joined
the two-day long all-India
strike, starting from Saturday,
called by various industry
unions and associations. The
action in Maharashtra was led
by the United Forum of Banks
Union (UFBU) and the protestors demanded withdrawal
of the banking law amendment Bill, which the Centre
plans to move in the ongoing
winter session of Parliament.
UFBU Convenor Devidas
Tuljapurkar said that the proposed bill, if passed, will pave
the way for privatisation of
two public sector banks by
the end of the current financial year. Striking work, bank
employees assembled outside
their offices in protest and
later joined a rally at Azad

Maidan in south Mumbai
organised by the UFBU where
prominent leaders addressed
the gathering seeking acceptance of their demands. The
speakers included UFBU
leaders like Nitesh Pawer,
Yogesh Shikha, Devidas
Menon, Jagdish Shringapure,
Nandkumar Chavan, G. M.
Nayak, Ishwar Puthran and
trade unionists like Lalit
Suvarna, Avinash Daud,
Milind Ranade, Vivek
Monteiro, Bhai Jagtap and
Mathew Gorje, said

Tuljapurkar. They appealed to
the employees to remain vigilant against the privatisation
of banks and threatened to
further intensify the agitation
with all trade unions in the
country joining the cause of
the bank employees. The
UFBU Convenor added that
on Friday, hundreds of
bankers will form a 'human
chain' at Horniman Circle the banking district in south
Mumbai - as a mark of protest
on the second day of the
nationwide strike.

dding to the controversy over a dinner at
filmmaker Karan Johar's Mumbai home last
week, after which Kareena Kapoor Khan and
three others tested positive, a BJP leader has questioned whether a Maharashtra minister was also at
the get-together. BJP leader Ashish Shelar said
there are discrepancies in versions put out by different people on Karan Johar's dinner party on
December 8. "I want to know whether a
Maharashtra minister was present at the dinner
party organised at Karan Johar's residence here.
There is a discrepancy in the details of the attendees provided out by the celebrities such as Seema
Khan and Kareena Kapoor. Is it an attempt to hide
some names?" Shelar said. What has been called
an "intimate gathering" has come under scrutiny
as Mumbai tries to keep the fast-spreading
Omicron from driving another surge in the city.
Apart from Kareena Kapoor, those who tested positive for Covid after the party are actor Amrita
Arora and two stars of The Fabulous Lives Of
Bollywood Wives, Seema Khan and Maheep
Kapoor. All four are fully vaccinated.
The homes of Kareena Kapoor, Karan Johar and
Amrita Arora have been sanitised and sealed by
Mumbai's civic body Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC). "As per the information

shared by BMC officials with me, Seema Khan did
not reveal all the names of people who were present at the dinner at Karan Johar's house. The
names she omitted came to light when Kareena
Kapoor was contacted by BMC officials for contact

SC allows Maharashtra to conduct bullock cart races
"If it is a traditional sport
and going all across the
country except
Maharashtra, it does not
appeal to common sense,"
Justices AM Khanwilar
said.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on Thursday
allowed the resumption of bullock cart races in Maharashtra in
view of the amendments made by the
state to the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, Live Law reported.
A bench comprising Justices AM
Khanwilar and CT Ravikumar noted
that after the apex court's ban on
Jallikattu and bull races in 2014, the
states of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
had passed amendments to the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
to continue practicing the tradition of
such animal sports. However, a
Constitution Bench of the top court is
yet to determine the validity of these
amendments after writ petitions were

filed against them. The Court did not
order an interim stay to the amendments in the meantime. Similarly, the
Court on Thursday observed that
Maharashtra will be allowed to carry
out the bullock cart races in line with
its amendments to the Cruelty Act
during the pendency of the matter
before the Constitution Bench. The
validity of the Maharashtra amendment will also be decided by the same
Constitution Bench. "Validity of the
amended provision of the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act and the
rules framed thereunder by the state
of Maharashtra would operate during
the pendency of the writ petition, as
the entire matter has been referred to
the Constitution Bench including the

question as to whether the similar
amended Acts of the States of Tamil
Nadu overcomes the defect pointed
out in 2 judgements of this court," the
order read. In 2017, the Maharashtra
government had enacted the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Maharashtra Amendment) Act and
laid down the Maharashtra
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Conduct of Bullock Cart Race) Rules
with aim to restart the races, ensuring
safety of the animals. However, the act
was challenged in the Bombay High
Court which upheld the ban. On
Thursday, Justices Khanwilar said,
"One country, one race, we need to
have uniformity and there has to be
one rule. If the races are going on in
other states, why should it not be
allowed by Maharashtra." He also
observed, "It is a traditional sport
going on for several years, judgment
came it was stopped, the amendment
came allowed in a regulated manner.
If it is a traditional sport and going all
across the country except
Maharashtra, it does not appeal to
common sense." "Same dispensation
must apply to the provisions of the
State of Maharashtra which are similar

to the amendments carried out in
other states," the bench observed.
Reacting to the Supreme Court's
order, the People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA) India
called it a "black mark on the nation."
It noted that bulls are included in the
species prohibited from being forced
to perform under a 11 July 2011 notification issued by the central government, adding that "bulls are forced to
race out of being hit by whips and
sticks, twisting and breaking tails, and
inducing fear-all actions that violate
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960." "PETA India will continue
our efforts to bring relief to bulls suffering from cruel events. We believe
when the matter is finally heard by the
Constitution bench of the Supreme
Court, a prohibition will be reinstated
on such cruelty to bulls," the statement read. The Constitution bench,
which has been tasked to determine
the validity of the amendments made
by the Tamil Nadu state, will decide
whether Jallikattu, can be given the
status of a cultural right and be protected. It will also examine if the
measures were colourable legislations
and perpetuate cruelty to animals.

tracing. It raises suspicion about the exact number
of people who attended that party," Shelar said.
But he did not share any evidence and gave no further details. The former minister pointed out that
the civic agency has been quoted as saying only
eight people were at the dinner. "I wrote a letter to
the BMC asking whether it has secured the CCTV
footage of the Regency building where Johar
resides. If not, why is it delaying it as it would
reveal the number of guests present there? I am
told by the BMC officials that no such footage has
been obtained so far," he said. In a statement yesterday, Karan Johar said his dinner was for eight
guests and could not be called a "party." "My family and I and everyone at home have done their
RTPCR tests and with the grace of God we are all
NEGATIVE! In fact I tested twice just to be safe and
am negative. I truly appreciate the grandest efforts
of the BMC to ensure the safety of our city...Salute
to them. To some members of the media, I would
like to clarify that a 8 people intimate gathering is
not a "party"...And my home which we maintain
strict protocols is certainly no "hotspot" of COVID.
All of us are responsible and masked at all times
and NO one would treat that pandemic lightly...
My request to certain members of the media is to
exercise some restraint in their extreme reportage
without the assessment of facts. Lots of love and
safety to all," said the filmmaker.

Maha detects 4 new Omicron
cases, tally rises to 32
Team Absolute|Mumbai

F

our new cases of
Covid-19 variant
Omicron have been
detected in Maharashtra,
taking the state's tally to 32,
officials said on Wednesday.
The cases include two in
Mumbai and one each from
Osmanabad and Buldhana
districts, of whom one is a
minor.
Of these new infectees,
one is a woman, and three
had recently travelled to
Sharjah, Dubai, and Ireland.
The three adults have
been vaccinated while the
16-year-old is not eligible for
a jab. All patients are asymptomatic but admitted to hospitals for treatment.
Presently, Maharashtra's
Omicron cases are spread in
several regions including the
highest (14) in Mumbai, followed by Pune district with
12 patients, while there is
one each in Palghar, Thane,

Latur, Nagpur, Osmanabad,
and Buldhana.
Intensive surveillance of
passengers arriving at the
three international airports Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur is currently underway since
December 1.
A total of 14,522 travellers
have landed here from the
"high risk" countries of
which 30 have tested posi-

tive and 9 from other countries, with all their reports
sent for genomic sequencing
to confirm if they are afflicted by Omicron, said the officials.Besides, 447 samples
from field surveys conducted since November 1 have
been sent for genomic
sequencing with the results
of 32 awaited, said Health
Department officials.

1st B'desh War Memorial with water screen built in Pune
Pune|Agencies

T

he country's first Bangladesh
War Memorial with an open-air
water-screen is ready and will be
inaugurated today, (December 16)
marking the neighbouring country's
50th 'Bijoy Dibosh' (Victory Day) culminating in Liberation War in 1971.
The permanent war memorial will
beam a 20-minute multimedia patriotic film twice daily (evenings), on a running water-screen and two regular
side-screens for an audience of around
1,000 at a new 10,000 sq feet
amphitheatre built by Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC). "This is the first of
its kind live memorial in the country,
though there is Amar Jawan Jyoti dedi-

cated to the 'Unknown Soldiers' at
India Gate War Memorial in New
Delhi," Congress Corporator and exDeputy Mayor Ulhas alias Aba Bagul who conceptualised the Pune
Memorial - told IANS. The inaugural
will be attended by a galaxy of state
political leaders from the ruling Shiv
Sena-Nationalist Congress PartyCongress, Opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party, heroes and war veterans, the
families of the martyrs who sacrificed
their lives in the Bangladesh
Liberation War and others, said Bagul.
The showpiece comprises a gigantic
120 feet X 40 feet 'water-screen' (4,800
sq feet) on which the 3-D laser show
will be beamed along with surround
sound, conveying the visual effects of a

thrilling 'live war' experience to the
audience. "This water-screen format is
larger than the regular 35 mm or 70
mm cinema screens, in an open-air
ambience... The viewers feel they are
sitting on the 'real war-front', and this
technology is being deployed for the
first time in India," a pleased Bagul
explained. The water is pumped in an
auto-controlled manner from an
adjoining massive water tank and
keeps getting recycled to avoid any
wastages, in the sprawling Vasantrao
Bagul Garden, an official explained.
The film starts with a brief speech of
the late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
who helped liberate East Pakistan
from Pakistan and the nation born was
rechristened as 'Bangladesh', after the

historic Indo-Pak War in 1971.
"The Bangladesh War was unique in
many ways... It's the first time India
has fought a 'decisive' war with a permanent outcome, unlike the other
wars that were inconclusive and itchy
issues continue to linger even now,"
said Sarhad NGO chief Sanjay Nahar.
It depicts 3 epochal events in the 9month long India-Pakistan War
including the Battle of Longewala
Point (west borders), the sinking of
Pakistan submarine PNS Ghazi
(December 4, 1971) and the Tangail
Airdrop (December 11, 1971).
Interspersed are excerpts from 3
speeches by a determined Indira
Gandhi addressing the nation on the
war developments, boosting the

morale of the Armed Forces and lifting
the spirits of the countrymen, much to
the chagrin of the enemy hammering
on two fronts. "In those days, there
was no TV in India and the nation
could get the latest war news only on
AIR, the details in the next day's newspapers and the weekly highlights in
the Films Division documentaries
shown in cinema halls before the
movies commenced," said Bagul. With
changing reading and viewership
habits in the past 50 years, the current
generations are barely aware of this
shining chapter in the history of India,
region and the world which hailed
Indira Gandhi, while Bangladesh honoured her in 2011 with the country's
highest civilian honour, "Bangladesh

Swadhinata Samman." Bagul Congress Party Leader in PMC - said
the 3D multimedia laser film is produced by Sanjay Dabke and presented by Moreshwar Electricals
and Guardian Media &
Entertainment and the breathtaking
outcome is the result of six works of
hard work. The Bagul-Nahar duo
say this War Memorial will serve not
only as a domestic and international
tourist attraction, but also create
awareness besides educating youth
and gen-next on a glorious chapter
in Indian history. Gokhale and
Brigadiers Prakash Ghogale and Ajit
Apte, and Commander Indrajee
Roy, shall be felicitated for their
contributions during the war.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

'INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE'

T

he UNESCO has added Durga Puja
to its 'Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity', a first of its kind in Asia. The
16th Committee of UNESCO for safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage (ICH) at its meeting held in Paris
on Wednesday inscribed Durga Puja in
Kolkata on the Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of
Humanity. It is the first festival in Asia to
make it to the list of ICH of Humanity.
There were altogether 48 nominations
which had been submitted for inscription
on the list. The nominations were
reviewed by an evaluation body which
made recommendations to the Committee
for its decision. The body comprised six
ICH experts. The Committee approved the
decision of the inscription of Durga Puja
in Kolkata on the list. UNESCO also commended the concerned organisations in
Kolkata for their initiatives to involve
marginalised groups and individuals as
well as women in their participation in
safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage. The other festivals/carnivals which
have been recognised as UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
are three each from South America and
Europe. The inclusion of Durga Puja in
the list underlines the importance of the
festival in the public life of Bengalis, and
the efforts made by the government of
West Bengal to highlight the cultural richness of Bengal in this prism to the international community, involving people from
all faiths and communities. The Durga
Puja carnival organised at the end of the
festivities on the Red Road in Kolkata is a
unique event and only of its kind in the
country. It attracts people from all walks
of life who collectively celebrate the rich
and diverse culture of Bengal epitomised
in the Durga Puja festival.

absolute edit

WILL WORK FROM HOME COME TO STAY?
D.C. Pathak

T

here is a lot of deliberation among
human resource developers, chief executive officers and corporate consultants
on the long-term viability of the switch to
'work from home' mode compelled by the
Covid fallout across the spectrum of businesses.
The initial convergence between employers and employees on that was traceable to
the fear of loss of business for the company
and the fear of lay-off in the workforce.
Subsequently, the changed methodology
drew the attention of the business establishments to the promise of cost-effectiveness
that seemed to be on the horizon, with the
employee also seeing in the new practice a
certain freedom from the daily hassles of
'preparing', 'travelling' and 'going' to office.
Add to that the flexibility of working hours
reducing the boredom of the fixed routine.
This, however, has proved to be a transient
advantage for both sides as the evaluation of
productivity that determined profitability ran
into question marks. The corporate body
could take the one-time spend of fixing a
work station at the house of the employee in
the stride -- it was in any case nothing more
than making a laptop and a mobile phone
available to the employee -- but the triple
challenge of keeping up monitoring and
supervision, ensuring team spirit through
remote communications, and maintaining
the required level of efficiency of work,
seemed to be turning formidable for the
leadership. A theoretical construct that work
at home away from the din of the corporate
headquarters allowed for better concentration and hence a better output per unit of
time has proved to be just a deduction, as a
sense of casualness and complacence developing among many workers negated this
logic. It is seen that work from home is
becoming a favoured option for those in the
lower half of the organisational pyramid, to
which a bulk of the 'compliers' belong in any
establishment -- they are happy with the
compensation they get in an easy work situation where a senior is also not on their head
physically. This trend has been reported from
the advanced countries of the West.
In a business organisation, the policy makers and strategy planners constitute a relatively small apex and the rest of the upper
half of the above-mentioned pyramid is
excessively loaded with senior echelons, who
do not necessarily have a direct role in fixing
policies, but earn their place by claiming to
be the supervisors and mentors of the bulk

reporting to them. An after-effect of Covid is
that a lot of pressure has developed for making the organisation 'flat' and reducing the
vertical hierarchy to allow for delegation of
decision-making to the executives below,
who are now working in a highly dispersed
format. The seniors in the mid-segment, as a
result, would now be exposed to the greater
challenge of accountability as they would
have to act as the hands on 'team leaders'
themselves and would hence be required to
know their men much more closely than
before. They must show adequate emotional
intelligence to deal with their people in an
environ of distress all around, created by the
Covid emergency. In a way, however, this
must on the whole lead to improved efficiency, which is something that could be regarded as a 'gift' of the disastrous pandemic.
Covid certainly has led to an 'evolution' of
management -- its strands can be identified - and since evolution is always a positive
phenomenon, it is not a surprise that a winwin 'hybrid' model of working is fast setting
in and getting accepted by all businesses and
other organisations.
The shift to 'work from home ' came more
easily to IT- based companies, but it complemented the rise of digitisation and online
communication and consultations generally,
which had the effect of upgrading the systems of supply chain, production and delivery. Products and services, however, both
faced greater pressure of quality control as
the customers -- impatient with physical
restrictions imposed by the pandemic -demanded total satisfaction on the first
brush with that supplier and tended to write
off that source if the quality was flawed.

PAK CONNECTS WITH US TO JUSTIFY NON-PARTICIPATION IN DEMOCRACY SUMMIT
Islamabad|Agencies

A

fter declining to participate in
the Democracy Summit on
US's invitation' Pakistan has
reached out to Washington to justify
the reasons behind its refusal to be a
part of it. Pakistan's Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi spoke to US
Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman and shared Islamabad's
position regarding its decision.
Pakistan's refusal was linked with
China, which was not invited to the
summit, making it difficult for
Islamabad to give a positive nod to
the invitation.
As per sources, Pakistan stayed
away from the summit because
China was not invited. The move
was seen as US's attempt to divide
the world because invitation was
extended to Taiwan but not China.
The US extended invitations to
over 100 countries, including
Pakistan, to participate in the virtual
summit for democracy.
Pakistan was among the four
South Asian countries to have been
invited to the summit by the Joe
Biden administration.
The decision to not attend the
summit included internal consulta-

tion and detailed consultations with
China, which was later confirmed as
China appreciated Pakistan's decision to skip the summit calling it "a
real iron brother".
While Pakistani officials refrained
from associating its decision with
China, but sources confirmed that
Beijing's opposition made
Islamabad's participation difficult.
The Pakistan Foreign Office maintains that it values its relationship

Spy agency warns of hacking attempts
ahead of S. Korea presidential poll
Seoul|Agencies

S

outh Korea's spy agency
has warned of a possible
rise in the number of
hacking attempts to glean
information on the country's
diplomatic and security affairs
ahead of the March presidential election. In a document on
cybersecurity, the National
Intelligence Service said statebacked hackers could beef up
attempts to steal information
on Seoul's North Korea policy
and other security issues as a
new administration is set to be
launched in the South in May
next year. This year, South
Korea saw increased hacking
attempts targeting foreign and
security officials, apparently
aimed at "identifying shifts in
North Korea policy on the
occasion of 'the inauguration
of a new US government,' and
the 'end-of-war declaration
proposal'," the agency said in a
release. The document did not
attribute the hacking attempts
to any specific country, reports
Yonhap news agency.

Referring to escalating conflicts in cyberspace fueled by a
Sino-US rivalry, the agency
warned the conflicts could
lead to the spread of fake news
and cause confusion ahead of
the election season in South
Korea. Hackers are also
increasingly taking advantage
of technical vulnerabilities
exposed in the course of the
expansion of teleworking and
remote services due to Covid19, and vaccine technologies
are among the most frequently
targeted information, it said.
Yet the number of domestically reported damage from
cyberattacks decreased 21 per
cent on-year, the agency said,
citing efforts to enhance security following a hacking
attempt on a state-run nuclear
research institute earlier this
year. In June, Rep. Ha Taekeung of the main opposition
People Power Party said the
Korea Atomic Energy Research
Institute's server was breached
by a North Korean hacking
group, though the North
denied the allegations.

with the US and desired to extend it
further.
Qureshi's attempt to speak to his
US counterpart did not go as
planned. Interestingly, his counterpart was not available and it was his
deputy who had the telephonic conversation.
As per details of the conversation,
Qureshi maintained that Pakistan
does not want to take sides in the
power politics of big countries,

adding that Islamabad desires to
expand its ties with the United States
beyond Afghanistan, a statement
seconded by Sherman.
"This is a positive development.
Pakistan had requested the US not to
put it in a difficult situation as the
country wanted to move away from
geo-politics to geo-economics. The
us can help us in achieving that
transformation," said Qureshi.
"We have told US that we want a
productive relationship with all the
countries. We believe that US is an
important country and will remain
so. Our relationship has seen many
ups and downs but both countries
benefit whenever they work together." Pakistan is in a difficult position
with US and China, showing signs of
a new cold war. Pakistan has strong
ties with China, while on the other
hand, it values its relationship with
the US due to the influence
Washington exercises over the international financial system, something
that Islamabad look up to for its
financial bailout.
Experts say that Pakistan's snub
to the US invitation can have serious repercussions and can undermine Islamabad's position with the
west in the coming days.

That online retail businesses have generally grown speaks of the healthy competition
for quality that they willingly faced in their
endeavour to retain the edge.
A second advance -- apart from the issue
of quality -- is the reaffirmation of the principle of modern business that said that the
'individual was at the centre of all productivity'. Human resource managers have to
realise the new-found importance of upskilling and reskilling to get the best results
out of the existing workforce.
Induction of technology-aided production,
distribution and promotion but the strategy
formulation that became a test of both
knowledge and intellect, remained exclusively a call for the leadership for it demanded
swift human responses to any contingency,
including a decision on possible course correction necessitated by the greater pace of
change in all facets of business.
The third transformational difference
attributable to Covid after-effect is the rise of
entrepreneurship and startups, because of
the opportunities the change of business
environ offered to those who had ideas and
insight into what would work in the new
demand-supply equation. This is the path of
growth opened by the Covid crisis. Young
people creating their own enterprise is
becoming a trend setter and since it is rooted
in new knowledge and initiative, it will hold
for the future.
Three attendant issues in the workplace
shift relate to maintenance of record, security
of information and establishing a uniform yardstick of performance evaluation.
Decisions taken in virtual

meetings have to be centrally recorded and
made available to employees in remote locations online for them to take the work forward. Where the 'production' is also dispersed, the 'segments' of the 'factory' would
be identified more and more with individual
workers or artisans and special methods of
coordination among them will have to be
evolved by the leadership. 'Supervision', in
the process, would become an arduous task
and not a cushy function any more. At the
corporate headquarters, the security cell may
have to be strengthened. Performance evaluation of the seniors must rest on their having
a closer personal knowledge about the hands
working for them. This is vital since needs of
the employees compelled by health contingency in the family, including a sudden
request for change in the set timing, may
have to be accommodated. The availability of
seniors online at odd hours is as important
as the summoning of the employee for a task
outside of the fixed hours. Covid has reinforced the Indian theory of 'paternal nurtural
management' which unlike the Western capitalist thought, calls for an empathetic bosssubordinate relationship even beyond the
workplace.
In fact, it is the performance evaluation
of 'seniors' by the corporate apex that has to
become stringent -- in the light of these
new yardsticks of judgement applying to
them.
This has to go with a planned mix of
other employees in 'shifts' working from
office or home in the best interest of productivity. In view of the additional mutants
of the Corona virus appearing in some
parts of the world, there is no getting away
from a very strict compliance with Covid
appropriate behaviours, including masking,
social distancing and hand sanitisation, in
the foreseeable future. This adds to the viability of work from home as a long-term
corporate strategy.
A significant outcome of the Covid crisis
is the adoption of some of these hybrid
practices also by the government and the
delineation they have caused -- to the betterment of performance all round -between the decision takers or policy makers and the workforce that primarily implements those directions.
(The writer is a former Director of
Intelligence Bureau. The views expressed
are personal)

international

Japan to contribute $3.4 bn to World Bank
arm to fight poverty in low-income countries
Tokyo|Agencies

J

apan will contribute a
record 376.7 billion yen
($3.4 billion) to the
International Development
Association (IDA), a part of
the World Bank fund aiming to help poor countries
recovering from financial
dilemma amid the Covid
pandemic, the Finance
Ministry said on Thursday.
The IDA will use its funds
to provide assistance to 74
low-income countries,
including delivering vaccines, creating job opportunities, and tackling climate
change. The IDA, founded
in 1960, provides aid to the
poorest countries in the
form of zero or low-interest
loans for projects and programmes that help in economic growth and reduce
poverty, Xinhua news
agency reported. "The
world continues to face an
unprecedented crisis due to
Covid-19," Finance Minister

Shunichi Suzuki said at a
virtual two-day meeting of
donors hosted by Japan.
"Now is the time for global
solidarity." The decision on
the replenishment package
of $93 billion for the fund
was separately announced
by the World Bank. The
replenishment is normally
provided every three years,
but the pandemic has
pushed the process forward
for one year. In December

2019, donors agreed to
make contributions worth
a total of $82 billion. The
donors have promised to
provide a total of $23.5 billion this time. "Generous
commitment by our partners is a critical step
toward supporting poor
countries in their efforts to
recover from the Covid-19
crisis," said David
Malpass, president of the
World Bank Group.

Australia's central bank optimistic for economic recovery

Value of Afghanistan's currency
climbs against dollar

Canberra|Agencies

Kabul|Agencies

T

he Reserve Bank of
Australia (RBA) on
Thursday released a
report detailing the country's economic rebound in
the wake of national shutdowns triggered by the outbreak of the Delta Covid
variant. RBA Governor
Philip Lowe said Australia
had avoided worst case scenarios from the pandemic,
reports Xinhua news
agency. "There were credible predictions that tens of
thousands of Australians
would lose their lives, the
health system wouldn't
cope, there would be mass
unemployment, and that
the economy would suffer
deep scars...We have avoided these dire predictions,"
Lowe said. The report
showed that GDP growth in
Australia had experienced a
sharp recovery over 2021,
spiking to just over 8 per
cent mid-year before level-

ling out at 4 per cent at the
end of 2021. It showed that
household savings during
the pandemic had skyrocketed to over A$200 billion
($143 billion), which were
expected to continue to
drive household spending.
"We do expect the positive momentum in the
economy to be maintained
through the summer," said

Lowe.
While he did believe rising levels of consumption
were a good indicator that
individuals and businesses
were learning to live with
the virus, he flagged
increased uncertainty delivered by the Omicron variant
of concern. "The Omicron
outbreak does, though, represent a downside risk and

it is difficult to know how
things will develop from
here." The bank said
Australia's tightening labour
market would likely see
unemployment rates continue to fall, forecasting the
current rate of 5.2 per cent
would drop to 4.25 per cent
by the end of 2022, and 4
per cent by the end of 2023.
Lowe addressed another
point of concern in recent
months, inflation, which
has grown to an alarming
rate of 6.8 per cent in
America. He dispelled fears
that this trend was being
replicated in Australia.
"In underlying terms,
inflation is 2.1 per cent and
has only just returned to
the 2-3 per cent target
range for the first time in
six years." Lowe also hinted
that the bank would scale
back its weekly purchasing
of A$4 billion in government bonds in May,
although an official decision has not yet been made.

T

he US dollar has
depreciated against the
afghani, Afghanistan's
national currency, from 130
afghani days ago to 95
afghani on Thursday,
reports said. Officials of
Sara-i-Shahzada, the largest
money changers market in
Afghanistan, were quoted by
the government-run Bakhtar
News Agency as saying that
the value of $1 has dropped
from 130 afghani to 102
afghani following a joint
meeting of government officials and money changers
with Da Afghanistan Bank
(DAB), the country's central
bank on Wednesday, Xinhua
reported. "On Wednesday,
$1 was traded for 102
afghani, on Tuesday, $1
exchanged for 123 afghani,
in some places to 130
afghani and this morning $1
was equivalent to 95
afghani," the report sad.
The prices of food and

non-food items have also
fell down with each bag of
55 kg of flour being sold in
2,400 afghani on Thursday
from that of 3,200 afghani
on Tuesday. Each 16 kg of
cooking oil is now sold
2,800 afghani, each 7 kg of
sugar at 460 afghani and
prices of other edible items
are also declining. Also, 1 kg
of liquid gas is sold at 88
afghani, a litre of petrol at
84 afghani and a litre of
diesel is now 75 afghani.
Shortage of the greenback
with high demand in the
market has been reportedly
behind the rise in the US
dollar against afghani.
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madhya pradesh
MORTAL REMAINS OF VARUN SINGH
REACH BHOPAL, LAST RITES ON FRIDAY
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he mortal remains of Group Captain
Varun Singh, who died at a military hospital in Bengaluru on Wednesday after
surviving in a chopper crash in Tamil Nadu,
reached here at Bhopal Airport on Thursday
afternoon.
At Bhopal's Raja Bhoj airport, military officials and political leaders paid tribute to the
decorated air warrior and after that the body
was taken to his home in Sun City Garden.
As per information, the last rites will be
performed at Bairagarh crematorium on
Friday morning. The local administration had
planned the last rites at Bhadbhada crematorium, but Varun Singh's father requested the
district administration to arrange the funeral
at Bairagarh crematorium, citing reason of
traffic jam.
Singh had suffered serious injuries in the
chopper crash that occurred near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu that resulted in the death of Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat,
his wife and 11 armed forces personnel on
December 8.Singh was conferred with the
Shaurya Chakra, India's third highest peacetime gallantry award, in August this year for
displaying exemplary composure and skill
when his Tejas aircraft developed a technical
snag during a sortie.Singh's parents originally
hail from Uttar Pradesh, however, they have

been residing in Bhopal for the last several
years. Singh's father Colonel K.P. Singh
(retired) and his younger brother are serving
in Indian Navy.Singh got married in January
2008 after meeting Geetajnjali while she was
studying in a Pune college. The couple has
two kids -- a son and a daughter.
Earlier in the day, Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan announced a 'Samman Nidhi'
of Rs one crore to the kin of the officer. "The
state government will give Rs one crore as
Samman Nidhi to the family of martyred
Group Captain Varun Singh and in consultation with them, install his statue here, name
an institution after him and also offer a job to
his kin in the state government, as per laid
down practice," Chouhan said.

Mumbai, Friday, December 17, 2021

CM Chouhan chairs Cabinet meeting:

MP HC to hear petitions
on Panchayat polls on
December 21

Team Absolute |Bhopal

Bhopal:The Madhya Pradesh High Court on
Thursday fixed the next date of hearing on petitions
related to rotation of reservations and delimitation in
Panchayat elections in the state on December 21.
The division bench of Chief Justice Ravi Malimath
and Justice Vijay Kumar was hearing the petition after
the Supreme Court on Wednesday referred it back to
the High Court, urging it to hear it on priority basis on
December 16.
Ever since the state government announced to conduct Panchayat elections on the basis of 2014 criteria, a
bunch of petitions were filed to oppose the decision,
including some of them by local Congress leaders.
The petitioners have challenged the state government's decision, stating that the BJP government has
followed rotation reservation in the Panchayat elections.
However, as earlier, the High Court had turned down
the petitions seeking stay on conducting the panchayat
Poll, several petitioners including Congress leader Syed
Zaffar had approached the apex court.
Subsequently, the Supreme Court on Wednesday
sent back the writ petition to the Madhya Pradesh High
Court.Through an Ordinance in November, the state
government annulled the delimitation and reservation
status notification of 2019, issued by the erstwhile 15month Kamal Nath-led Congress government. The BJP
government through the Ordinance reverted to the
reservation of rotation and delimitation status of 2014
and said that the local body elections will be held under
the previous order.

n the Cabinet meeting
held under the chairmanship of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
approval was given to group
water supply schemes to be
implemented by the Public
Health Engineering
Department through Madhya
Pradesh Jal Nigam. All houses in 6117 villages of 17 districts would be provided
drinking water facility
through domestic tap connections through the
approved 22 cluster water
supply schemes. The cost of
these 22 schemes is Rs 9373
crore 99 lakh.
Decision was taken by the
Cabinet to ensure that action
of execution of contract/registry of approval of the highest H-1 tenderer's bid price of
Rs 5 crore 52 lakh 75 thousand out of the bids made in
the e-auction for the disposal
of the land and building
assets of the depoTransport
Department depot located in

Group water supply scheme worth
over Rs 9 thousand crores approved

I

SOCIAL IRRESPONSIBILITY OF NOT GETTING VACCINATED CAN HAVE FATAL CONSEQUENCES: CM
 IT IS OUR DUTY TO MOTIVATE THOSE WHO
HAVE NOT GOT VACCINE TO GET VACCINATED
 VACCINATION IS THE MOST POWERFUL AND
EFFECTIVE SHIELD AGAINST CORONA
 CM POSED WITH THE MESSAGE "I HAVE
FULFILLED MY RESPONSIBILITY - NOW IS
YOUR TURN"
 CHOUHAN VISITED THE VACCINATION CENTRE
OF SAROJINI NAIDU SCHOOL
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that getting both the vaccines of Corona is the biggest social
responsibility. By not taking the corona vaccine, we put
the lives of ourselves, our family members and acquaintances
at risk. The consequences of this type of social irresponsibility
can be fatal. The target of cent percent vaccination of all eligible persons in the state is to be completed by the end of
December. Chouhan said that I appeal to all social and voluntary organisations, media fraternity and every person to cooperate in fulfilling this goal. Chief Minister was visiting the vac-

cination centre operated at Sarojini Naidu School, Shivaji
Nagar under Vaccination Maha Abhiyan-10 today.
Alerting the people of the state, Chief Minister Chouhan
said that Corona is not over yet. Today there are 18 positive

Chief Minister Chouhan planted Gulmohar
and Saptaparni saplings in Smart Garden
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan planted saplings in
Smart Garden on Thuesday along
with Vice Chairman of Madhya Pradesh
State Policy and Planning Commission
Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi and representatives of Bhopal City Live. Chouhan along
with Chaturvedi and i Anand Sharma,
Vinita Singh, Kumari Shraddha Dwivedi
of the organisation planted Saptaparni
and Gulmohar saplings.
Chouhan plants saplings with social
organisations, voluntary organisations
and people working towards environmental protection. Chief Minister
Chouhan's aim is to make tree plantation a mass movement. It is worth men-

tioning that Chief Minister Shri
Chouhan is planting saplings every day
as per his resolve.
Bhopal City Live is a group of 72 thousand members formed for social welfare. As a result of the campaign run by
the group to create awareness about
cleanliness in Bhopal, the group was
made the cleanliness ambassador by

Bhopal Municipal Corporation in the
year 2020-21. During the Corona epidemic, it has helped in providing food to
the needy people, motivating people to
donate blood, providing oxygen, ambulance and essential medicines to the
needy.The Gulmohar planted today is
considered one of the most beautiful
trees in the world. Flowers blooming in
large clusters between the leaves of
Gulmohar give a distinct attraction to
this tree. In summer, Gulmohar trees are
laden with flowers instead of leaves. It is
also rich in medicinal properties.
Saptaparni is an evergreen medicinal
tree, which has great importance in
Ayurveda. This medicinal plant is used
in the manufacture of various
medicines.

cases in the state. The number of active patients is 171. Apart
from this, a new variant Omicron is spreading in the country
and the world. Vigilance is necessary for protection against
this. Therefore, the residents of the state are requested to follow the precautions like wearing masks and maintaining social
distance. Avoid crowds and adopt the most powerful and
effective shield vaccination against corona.
Chouhan said that Madhya Pradesh is leading among the
states providing maximum number of vaccines. So far, 94 percent of the eligible people of the state have been given the first
dose of vaccine and 77 percent of the people have been given
both the doses. Our aim is to provide complete protection
cycle to the state by providing cent percent vaccination to the
people of the state by the end of December. Arrangements
have been made to give free vaccines by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Vaccine is the savior of life, so all religious
leaders, public representatives, social workers, voluntary
organisations, corona volunteers should inspire every person
around them who has not got vaccinated yet. It is the duty of
every person.
Chouhan flagged off the vaccination chariot from the vaccination centre of Sarojini Naidu School. Chief Minister visited
the stalls set up for Covishield and Covaxin vaccination and
inquired about the well being of the people who came for vaccination and put the stamp of "I am Vaccinated" to the citizens. Citizens also posed with Chouhan with the message "I
fulfilled my responsibility - now is your turn" at the selfie point
at the centre.

Dabra district Gwalior, and
the highest H-1 tenderer's bid
price of Rs 32 crore one lakh
for the disposal of land and
building assets of sub depot
and Guna Bus Stand at ward.
No. 23, A.B. Road Guna of the
Transport Department is
taken by the district collectors.Keeping the scope and
nature of the self-help groups
formed in the Tejaswini programme intact, the Cabinet
approved their merger with
the State Rural Livelihood
Mission.
The Council of Ministers
granted approval to make the
M.P. Road Development
Corporation an implementation agency for the implementation of building projects of various departments
of the government. In-principle approval was given for
the formation of a new government company in the
form of Madhya Pradesh
Building Development
Corporation (MP-BDC) for
building construction in the
state. Till the new company

Anand Utsav will be held in the
state from January 14 to 28: CM
 Many states willing
to follow the activities of the Anand
Vibhag
 Activities of Anand
Vibhag will be
expanded
 CM addressed the
ministers before
the meeting of the
Cabinet
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that Anand Utsav
will be organised in the state
from January 14 to 28, 2022.
Recently, in a presentation in
Varanasi on various state-run
innovations, a presentation
focused on the Department
of Anand was made on
behalf of Madhya Pradesh. It

 National Seminar
on Board Reforms
under National
Education Policy
 Representatives
from many states
and examination
boards took part
Team Absolute|Bhopal

I

n compliance with Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's intention, work
will have to be done with
commitment to make
Madhya Pradesh a leading
state in the implementation
of National Education Policy.
President of Board of

Secondary Education and
Principal Secretary School
Education, Rashmi Arun
Shami said this while
addressing the inaugural session of a two-day seminar on
the topic "Board Reforms and
Assessment" under the
National Education Policy.
Representatives of various
states, centers and various
examination boards partici-

pated in this seminar held at
the local Kushabhau
Thackeray International
Convention Center (Minto
Hall). Prominent among
these were CBSE, ICSE,
Cambridge, NCERT and IB
oard.Principal Secretary
Shami said that education
will have a new scenario in
the National Education
Policy. This seminar has been

Team Absolute | Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that with the aim of bringing positive
changes in the lives of the people of the
state, Policy Commission should prepare shortterm plans to be completed, set policies, ensure
their effective implementation and bring out the
results at the earliest. For this purpose, some programmes and schemes of top priority should be
fixed and their goals should be set. The impact of
the works should be reflected in the next two years
- I want results.
Chouhan was presiding over the third meeting
of the Madhya Pradesh State Policy and Planning
Commission held at Mantralaya. Vice Chairman,
Madhya Pradesh State Policy and Planning
Commission Professor Sachin Chaturvedi,
Finance and Planning, Economic and Statistics
Minister Jagdish Deora, Chief Secretary Iqbal
Singh Bains and other officers were present.hief
Minister Chouhan said that the action plan, strategy and time-frame of the departments should be
clearly presented for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG). With the implementation of effective programmes in the direction of
IMR, MMR, malnutrition, stunting along with cooperative movement, water management, crop
diversification, women policy, sustainable tourism
and fish export, positive results can be seen in the
socio-economic condition of the people.
Therefore, special attention should be given to
them. Responsibility and time-limit should be
fixed for implementation of activities from state
level to public representatives, Deendayal

was highly appreciated by
various states. Many states
are willing to follow the activities of the Anand Vibhag.
Chouhan was addressing the
ministers before the meeting
of the Cabinet. The meeting
of the Cabinet began with the
recitation of Vande Mataram.
Chouhan said that the
activities of the Anand
Vibhag would be expanded
in the state. There will be
activities like Alpviram,
Anand Ghar, Anand Calendar
and Anand Camp. At present,
Anand Ghar is operating at
170 places in the state.
Chouhan instructed the
ministers to make special
efforts to get maximum cooperation from the Centre in
the activities of their departments. Chouhan said that
with these efforts, development and public welfare
activities will be further
expanded in the state.

MP IS LEADING STATE IN IMPLEMENTATION OF NEP AS PER CM'S INTENTION

I want results: Chief Minister Chouhan
 It is necessary to connect Madhya
Pradesh State Policy Commission
with the general public
 There should be effective implementation of programmes in the fields of
 IMR, MMR, cooperatives, water
management, crop diversification,
sustainable tourism and fish exports
 The responsibility of each aspirational block should be assigned to
one officer
 Third party evaluation of plans and
activities related to infrastructure
development is necessary
 Madhya Pradesh should contribute
maximum in taking the country forward
 It is necessary to ensure that public
money is not misused
 Policy making should be based on
feedback and consultation
 Ensure the system of monthly
review
 Third meeting of the MP State
Policy and Planning Commission
held under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister

became functional, MPRDC
along with its present responsibilities was given approval
to implement the construction works by
appointing/deputation/contract/selection on the sanctioned posts as service
provider. For DPR, supervision consultancy, administrative and other expenses,
salary and allowances in the
project, 6 percent supervision
charge will be given to the
Corporation on the project
cost. In view of the need for
the works, the Managing
Director, Madhya Pradesh
Road Development
Corporation was authorized
to open separate project
implementation units in different districts in the
approved set-up itself and to
take the decision to close it
after completion of the project.
The Cabinet approved the
filling of 72 posts in the first
phase out of 144 vacant posts
of Assistant District Public
Prosecution Officers.

Antyodaya Samiti, ASHA workers, Anganwadi
workers and their review should be done on a
monthly basis.Chouhan said that the responsibility of each aspirational development block of the
state should be entrusted to one officer. This will
help in achieving the target within the time limit.
Discussion is also necessary regarding third party
evaluation of activities related to welfare schemes
and infrastructure development in the
state.Chouhan said that State Planning
Commission will also have to consider how
Madhya Pradesh can contribute more and more
in taking the country forward. It has to be determined how much we can contribute to the country's five trillion economy and at the national level
in solar energy. Only this way of thinking and
working will enable a double engine government

to function effectively. It is necessary to connect
the Madhya Pradesh State Policy and Planning
Commission with the general public. Chouhan
said that we have to ensure that public money is
not misused. In policy formulation, it is necessary
to consult all the groups related to the feedback,
programmes and schemes of the beneficiaries.
Chief Minister said that monthly review of various
activities should be ensured.Principal Secretary
Finance Manoj Govil, Secretary Planning,
Economics and Statistics Mukesh Chandra Gupta
and Chief Executive Officer of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Good Governance and
Policy Analysis and ex-officio member of Madhya
Pradesh State Policy and Planning Commission
GV Rashmi was present.

organized with the intention
of having an in-depth discussion on what radical changes
should be brought in for the
holistic development of the
children. The process of
bringing changes in the curriculum is also going on. The
objective under the new policy is that children should
solve the problem together.
Group discussion will also be
encouraged. She said that she
reached successful conclusions through proactive seminars with interactive sessions
with other states. Chairman
of Text Book Standing
Committee, Prakash Bartunia
said that the work of improving the quality of education
system is going on through
the National Education
Policy. Improvements and
suggestions will also be given
by sharing mutual views
through seminars.
Simultaneously, the compilation of the findings will be
sent to higher level. With the
inclusion of Indian culture
and traditions in the new
education policy, the creativity of the student has also
been taken care of.
Vice President of Board of
Secondary Education Rama
Mishra explained the role of
National Education Policy.
She said that it is important to
implement the policy in a
better way.

hollywood
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PRIYANKA'S MARRIAGE
'DOESN'T FEEL LIKE WORK'

Ben Affleck
hints at shift
in career
approach

Los Angeles | Agencies

I

ndian actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas and her American
pop-star husband Nick Jonas celebrated their third
wedding anniversary and she believes the key to their
strong relationship is that they always have a "good time"
together.
She told 'Entertainment Tonight': "I think just being
honest and needing each other's company, obviously.
Communication, having fun with each other. I think that's
the most important key, is to be able to enjoy each other's
company and just have a good time.
"And it doesn't feel like work."
The actress will next be seen in 'The Matrix
Resurrections' and she said her spouse is a big fan of the
franchise reboot, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
She said: "My husband has seen the movie, so he loves
it. And I think just for everyone, whether it's my mom, my
extended family, my husband, I think it's just the excitement around being a part of something that we all sort of
grew up on, it's an exciting time leading up to the premiere."The actress herself was thrilled to play exile Sati in
the movie because she was such a big fan of the original
trilogy growing up.
She gushed: "I mean, this is the late '90s, this is me as a
teenager watching this movie and watching it change pop
culture. Then cut to as an actor, it's kind of really, really
cool to be a part of this legacy and being invited to play
on this playground with these characters that we grew up
on."The 39year-old star
praised her
co-star Keanu
Reeves for
being such an
"encouraging"
presence on
set.

Los Angeles | Agencies

H

ollywood star Ben Affleck has suggested that he is
unlikely to focus on major blockbusters as streaming
services become increasingly important in the film
industry.
Affleck told The Playlist: "It's funny because I was just talking to Paul the other day, Paul Thomas Anderson - I saw
'Licorice Pizza' and it's amazing - And we were watching a

Lady Gaga needed
psychiatric nurse
on 'House Of Gucci'
set

movie. And then it was like I heard this whole other wave.
"So, I feel like there is a rebirth to it, and I think that's due to
the streaming thing. You may have to adapt to the changing
times. I mean, this business has changed, right? You had
vaudeville, silent movies, talkies, colour. Then there was television. It's continued to evolve and change."
The star also shared that his own movie 'The Way Back'
proved to him how the coronavirus pandemic has shifted how
people watch films, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

'90 DAY FIANCE' STAR STEPHANIE
MATTO EARNS THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
A WEEK SELLING FARTS IN A JAR
Reality TV personality
Stephanie Matto has started
selling her farts in a jar to
strangers for up to $1,000
each following her stint on
the show '90 Day Fiance'.

Los Angeles: Singer-actress Lady Gaga, who plays Patrizia Reggiani in
director Ridley Scott's latest movie 'House Of Gucci', shared that she needed a psychiatric nurse on set because she pushed herself to the limit.
"I had a psychiatric nurse with me towards the end of filming," she said
on the Just for Variety podcast, reports aceshowbiz.com.
"I sort of felt like I had to. I felt that it was safer for me. That's because I
was always Patrizia. I always spoke in my accent. And even if I was speaking
about things that weren't related to the movie."
"I wasn't pretending that Maurizio (her husband played by Adam Driver)
was waiting for me downstairs - I was still living my life. I just lived it as
her," she went on detailing.
"I brought the darkness with me home because her life was dark."
But Gaga, whose real name is Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, isn't
proud of it.
She said she spoke out about this not to "glorify" her craft, but because "I
don't think that any actor should push themselves to that limit."
She said she found it hard to comprehend it herself, "And I ask myself all
the time why I do that. I've done some pretty extreme art pieces throughout
my career - the things I've put my body through, my mind. It's like a walnut
of sadness in my stomach as I say this to you. I don't know why I'm like

Los Angeles | Agencies

month after the reality star
detailed the process in a nowatto told Buzzfeed:
viral TikTok video, in which she
"Working on my own
divulged which foods she
adult-friendly platform prefers to eat before preparing
these past few months has
the jars for customers, reports
made me very aware of the dif- femalefirst.co.uk.
ferent types of niches and marShe said: "I like to get things
kets that are out there.
rolling with some beans, a pro"Over the years, I've gotten a tein muffin, sometimes even a
few messages from men and
yoghurt - less sugar is better.
women wanting to buy my
Then I like to add little flower
worn bras, hair, bathwater, etc. I petals.
thought farts were super niche,
"I feel like they attach the
but also something fun, quirky, scent and make it last longer.
and different. It's almost like a
And when I'm finally finished
with my jar, I like to leave a pernovelty item!"
Her admissions come just a sonalised note."

M

'Spider-Man: No Way Home': Leans into comic
book roots more than previous editions

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

FILM
REVIEW
TROY RIBEIRO
Director: Jon Watts
Cast: Tom Holland, Zendaya, Benedict
Cumberbatch, Jacob Batalon, Jon Favreau,
Jamie Foxx, Willem Dafoe, Alfred Molina,
Benedict Wong, Tony Revolori, Marisa
Tomei, Andrew Garfield, Tobey Maguire
Duration: (Showing in theatres); 148
minutes
Ratings: ****

D

irector Jon Watts' 'Spider-Man: No
Way Home' is the 27th film in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe and the
sequel to the last two Spider-Man films that
were released in 2017 and 2019 respectively.
Despite a complex premise that incorporates
two decades of its cinematic history and
three Spider-Men, the film is satisfyingly
entertaining.
Being a sequel, the film takes off from its
last edition. Peter Parker's life has been
turned upside-down after Mysterio, the bad
guy he killed in 'Far from Home', revealed his
secret identity to the public at large.
Spider-Man is now a wanted man, and the
public has made his life miserable. There is a
threat to the lives of his near and dear ones
including his Aunt May (Marisa Tomei), his
best friend Ned (Jacob Batalon), and his girlfriend MJ short for Miss Jones Watson
(Zendaya). Desperate to protect them, Peter
does the only sensible thing he can think of:
he appeals to a fellow Avenger - the all-powerful wizard Doctor Strange (Benedict
Cumberbatch) for help.
He requests the doctor to cast a spell that
will make everyone forget his identity. But
halfway through the ritual, Peter changes his
mind. He does not want everyone to forget

him, especially his aunt, best friend, and girlfriend, and while stopping the process, the
spell goes awry and cracks open a new
dimension.
And through this multiverse dimension,
we are introduced to a set of villains. They
are; Otto Octavius (Alfred Molina), Green
Goblin (Willem Dafoe), Electro (Jamie Fox),
Sandman (Thomas Haden Church), and The
Lizard-man (Rhys Ifans).
Similarly, MJ and Ned accidentally learn
how to open portals using Dr Stang's ring,
and in their attempt to find Peter Parker, they
summon two other Peter Parkers - Andrew
Garfield and Tobey Maguire from another

universe. How the trio of Peter Parkers battle
the enemies forms a major part of the plot.
The first half of the film features awkward
plot turns and it takes a while for the narrative to get to the heart of the matter. But once
the account hits the crux of Spider-Man's
conflict, both the stakes and the intensity
magnify ten-fold. There are funny moments
that make you chuckle or smile.
At the core of it all is Holland's stellar performances despite him coming across as a
younger and less mature Spider-Man than
Maguire or Garfield. It is Holland's best work
as Peter and Spidey to date. His chemistry
with Zendaya and Batalon is also real and

palpable, and there are moments where they
provide gentle comic relief.
With its multiple villains, foraying into
magic and multiverse weirdness, and earnest
character motivations, the film leans into its
comic book roots far more than any previous
Spider-Man film.Mauro Fiore's cinematography is brilliant. His live-action shots seamlessly merge with the computer-generated
visual effects where most of the frames during the action sequences appear like images
through a Kaleidoscope.
Michael Giacchino's score hits the right
notes home, elevating the viewing experience.

Chrishell Stause
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GANGULY REACTS TO KOHLI'S COMMENTS ON T20 CAPTAINCY

'BCCI will deal with it appropriately'
GAVASKAR ASKS
GANGULY OVER
KOHLI-ROHIT RIFT

Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

day after India Test captain
Virat Kohli's startling revelations on the T20I captaincy
saga, BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly on Thursday said that he
won't make any additional comments and the matter will be dealt
with by the board.
During his pre-departure press
conference ahead of the tour of
South Africa, Kohli on Wednesday
said that he was never asked to stay
on as T20 skipper when he informed
the board about his decision to
relinquish the post, contradicting
Ganguly's statement which suggested that the star batter was asked to
reconsider his decision.
Notably, the former India captain
had said that he personally spoke to
Kohli when he was deciding to step
down as the T20I captain and urged
him to carry on with the job but the
star batter decided to quit the position.
Asked about Kohli's comments,
the BCCI chief refused to speak on
the whole controversy.
"I have got nothing to say. We will

deal with it appropriately, leave it to
the BCCI," Ganguly told mediapersons in Kolkata.
With Ganguly and Kohli directly
contradicting each other in public,
there is a visible issue between the
board and India's Test skipper
ahead of the big series against South
Africa.
Amid all the controversy, Kohli
and his Test team departed for their

South Africa tour in a chartered
plane from Mumbai on Thursday
morning and landed in the Rainbow
nation.
Kohli will lead the Test team in a
three-match Test series from
December 26 while Rohit Sharma,
who has been ruled out of the redball games due to a hamstring
injury, will captain the ODI side if he
gets fit before January 19.
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Former Indian captain Sunil
Gavaskar has
now opened up
on the incident.
He believes
that Ganguly
"should be
asked" on the
discrepancies
in statements."I
think it (Kohli's
comments)
actually doesn't bring the BCCI
into the picture," Gavaskar
said. Sourav is the BCCI president and surely he should be
asked why there is such discrepancy. He is probably the
best person to ask about the
discrepancy in what you seem
to have to say and what the
Indian captain has said."
avaskar also insisted that there
has to be a "clear line of communication" between the players, the board, and the fans.

Sindhu storms into quarters,
Arujun-Kapila ousted
Huelva (Spain)|Agencies

I

ndia's PV Sindhu has
stormed into the
women's singles quarterfinals here on Thursday,
beating Thailand's
Pornpawee Chochuwong in
straight sets.
Playing an early morning
match at the Palacio de los
Deportes Carolina Marín,
Sindhu emerged 21-14, 2118 winner to set up a lasteight clash with World No 1
and old nemesis Tai Tzu
Ying of Chinese Taipei, who
needed three games to overcome Kirsty Gilmour of
Scotland 21-10, 19-21, 21-11
in the pre-quarterfinals on
Thursday.
Sindhu, the defending
World Champion as she
won the title when the event
was last held in 2018, started off superbly, engaging
her rival in long rallies and
slowly building up momentum. After the initial
exchanges, Sindhu took a 5-

1 lead and slowly extended
it, and make it 14-9. She
went on to win the first
game 21-14.
In the second game,
scores went neck and neck.,
After a goos tarrt the 11-4.
She won four consecutive
points and surged ahead
with a score of 19-16 before

winning the second game at
21-17. Meanwhile, the
Indian doubles pair of MR
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila
were ousted in straight
games by Vladimir Ivanov
and Ivan Suzonov of the
Russian badminton federation. Arjun and Dhruv lost
11-21, 16-21 in 41 minutes.

THE ASHES, 2ND TEST, DAY ONE

SR MEN HOCKEY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Bengal, UP, TN, Maharashtra WARNER, LABUSCHAGNE PUT AUSTRALIA IN STRONG POSITION
move into quarters
Adelaide|Agencies

Pune|Agencies

B

engal, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra made it to
the quarterfinals of the 11th
Hockey India 2021 Senior
Men National Championship
Pimpri Chinchwad at the
Major Dhyanchand Hockey
Stadium, here on Thursday.
With this, the seven teams Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, Chandigarh and
Punjab have now qualified for
the knockouts. In a goal-fest
morning session, wherein 33
goals were recorded in two
matches in Pool-F, Hockey
Bengal won the race to the
knockouts at the expense of
Hockey Association of Odisha.
With both teams' level on
points and goal difference, the

last two matches in the pool
were all about the final score
lines. Playing first, Odisha
walked out 14-0 winners
against Goa Hockey with
Sushil Dhanwar netting six
goals. Next-up, Bengal worked
to their target with a 19-0 win
over Gujarat. Later, Uttar
Pradesh downed Assam
Hockey 6-0 in Pool-G to make
the last-8. UP ended with an
all-win record and logged 9
points. Assam Hockey finished winless. In Pool-A, Tamil

Indian Test team arrives
in Johannesburg

Nadu topped and moved to
the last-8 stage. In their last
pool match, they downed
Himachal 11-0. Karthi S (9th,
11th, 37th, 39th, 43rd) netted
five goals to power TN
through. In the afternoon session, Hockey Maharashtra
moved into the last 8 forcing
their third win. They spanked
Bihar 5-1 with all goals coming from successful penaltycorner conversions. Venkatesh
Kenche (43rd) made it 5-0
with yet another successfully
converted penalty corner.
Bihar scored a consolation
through Uday Bara (60th).
Maharashtra finished their
campaign with 9 points and
handed Bihar (6 points) their
first loss. In another match,
Chhattisgarh Hockey downed
Hockey Mizoram 6-1 to take
third place in the pool.

D

avid Warner (batting 20), and
Marnus Labuschagne (batting
16) engaged in a rebuilding
effort of Australia's innings as the
hosts reached 45/1 in 25 overs in the
opening session of the second Ashes
Test at the Adelaide Oval on
Thursday. For the visitors, Stuart
Broad, in his 150th Test, took the
wicket of opener Marcus Harris.
Hours before the start of the match,
Australia captain Pat Cummins was
ruled out after being deemed close
contact of a Covid-19 case. It brought
Steve Smith back as the captain for
the first time since 2018. Cummins'
absence paved the way for pacer
Michael Neser to debut in Test cricket
apart from Jhye Richardson replacing
an injured Josh Hazlewood in the
playing eleven. After Smith elected to
bat first, Anderson and Broad provided limited scoring opportunities and
challenged the outer edges of Harris
and Warner. Harris, saved by DRS on
lbw off Broad, was the first wicket to

Brief scores
Australia 221/2 in 89 overs (Marnus Labuschagne 95 not out, David Warner 95, Stuart
Broad 1/34) against England

fall for Australia, brilliantly caught
down the legside by keeper Jos
Buttler diving to his right off Broad.
England went on to burn their two
reviews in order to send Warner back
to the dressing room. Broad thought

Covid-19 scare grips BBL, Five
matches moved out of Perth
Sydney|Agencies

I
Johannesburg|Agencies

T

he Indian Test team
has landed in
Johannesburg for a
three-match series, starting
with a Boxing Day Test from
December 26 in Centurion.
The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Thursday shared pictures of
the Indian squad at the
Johannesburg airport.
"Touchdown South Africa,"
tweeted the BCCI. "All buck-

led up, South Africa bound,"
wrote the BCCI on Twitter.
India's squad for South
Africa Tests: Virat Kohli
(Captain), Priyank Panchal,
KL Rahul, Mayank Agarwal,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya
Rahane, Shreyas Iyer,
Hanuma Vihari, Rishabh
Pant (wk), Wriddhiman Saha
(wk), R Ashwin, Jayant Yadav,
Ishant Sharma, Mohd.
Shami, Umesh Yadav, Jasprit
Bumrah, Shardul Thakur,
Mohammed Siraj.

n all five matches of the
Big Bash League including Perth Scorchers versus Hobart Hurricanes
scheduled to be played at
Optus Stadium, Perth on
December 20, will be relocated to alternate venues
after a Glory player tested
positive for Covid-19,
Cricket Australia confirmed
on Thursday.
In a short statement, the
Glory confirmed the news,
with an announcement
made just hours later that
the team's next two games
were being postponed.
"Perth Glory can confirm
that a member of its ... ALeague playing squad has

PLISKOVA WITHDRAWS FROM AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Sydney|Agencies

tested positive for Covid19," the Glory statement
said. The Perth Scorchers

lost their remaining five
home games after the government of Western

Osaka. She reached the final
at Wimbledon this year
before a run to the quarter-

finals of the U.S. Open. The
Australian Open will begin
on January 17, 2022.

Australia (WA) issued the
guidelines for border
restrictions. The state had
earlier lost its right to host
the fifth Ashes Test,
because Cricket Australia
and the WA government
could not agree on quarantine arrangements. In a
statement, the Big Bash
League said it had to decide
to move the upcoming
games because, from
Saturday, both New South
Wales and Victoria will be
classified as 'extreme risk'
by WA. It said the games
would not have been
because all teams would
have travelled through New
South Wales or Victoria in
the 14 days before their
games in Perth.

Stuart Broad becomes third
England cricketer to play 150 Tests

Adelaide|Agencies

F

ast bowler Stuart Broad
on Thursday became
the third England cricketer to feature in 150 Tests
when he stepped in the field
for the second Ashes game
against Australia in Adelaide.
Broad, selected ahead of
spinner Jack Leach, become
just the 10th player in Test
history to reach the 150th

Test milestone. He celebrated his rare feat by removing
opener Marcus Harris with
the new pink ball courtesy of
a wonderful catch taken by
wicket-keeper Jos Buttler.
James Anderson, who is also
included in the playing
squad for Adelaide Test, is
leading the elite group with
167 Tests while former captain Alastair
Cook played 161 Tests.

SEVILLA PUSHED ALL THE WAY, VILLARREAL CRUISE HOME IN COPA DEL REY
ARSENAL BEAT
WEST HAM IN
PREMIER LEAGUE

W

orld No. 4 Karolina
Pliskova has withdrawn from next
month's Australian Open
because of a right-hand
injury sustained during the
training.
"Unfortunately, I hurt my
right hand in practice yesterday and I won't be able to
play in Adelaide, Sydney,
and (the) Australian Open
this year," said the 29-yearold Czech Republic player.
Australian Open officials on
Thursday confirmed her
withdrawal.
Pliskova, a two-time
Grand Slam finalist, joined
Serena Williams and Bianca
Andreescu who are also not
playing in the first major of
the season.
Known for her powerful
serve and forehand, Pliskova
reached the semi-finals in
Melbourne in 2019, losing to
eventual champion Naomi

he had Warner lbw on 0 in the eighth
over while Chris Woakes chased an
lbw against Warner. After 12 overs,
Australia had just 15 on the board
with Warner getting off the mark on
his 20th ball. With Labuschagne from

the other end, Warner settled down
and struck a couple of boundaries
against Broad and Woakes.
Labuschagne seemed to be in trouble by short balls from Ben Stokes
despite getting a boundary off him.
The second session, in the twilight,
will pose more questions for
Australia as England will try to push
them on backfoot.

L o n d o n : Arsenal moved
into the top four in the
Premier League as goals by
Gabriel Martinelli and
Emile Smith Rowe wrapped
up an impressive 2-0 win
against West Ham United.
Having cruised past
Southampton in their previous encounter, it was no
surprise to see Mikel
Arteta name an unchanged
side on Wednesday night
as Arsenal looked to build
on the momentum.
In other matches on
Wednesday,
Wolverhampton Wanderers
beat Brighton 1-0 while
Crystal Palace and
Southampton played out a
2-2 draw.

Mumbai|Agencies

FRANKFURT OVERPOWER
MONCHENGLADBACH IN
BUNDESLIGA

M

adrid:There were no surprises in the second round of
Copa del Rey games in
Spain, although Sevilla were close to
crashing out of the competition in a
dramatic evening in Mallorca. Sevilla,
who currently sit in second place in
La Liga were close to being the victim
of a major upset as they needed a
penalty shoot-out to get past Andrax,
who were the better
side for much of the game on
Wednesday night. The 2020 Cup winners, Real Sociedad had no problems
in a foggy Zamora with goals from
Jon Guridi, Benat Turrientes, and
Mikel Oyarzabal seeing them to a 3-0
win. Rayo Vallecano overcame the
difficulties of an artificial pitch away
to Bergantinos as goals from Mario
Suarez, Pathe Cisse, and Sergio
Moreno saw them home 3-1, reports
Xinhua. Villarreal produced the firsthalf blitz against Atletico Sanluqueno
to give the third-tier team no options.
Unai Emery's men led 5-0 at halftime
thanks to two goals from Paco

Alcacer, one each from Moi Gomez
and Samuel Chukwueze, and an own
goal. Sanuqueno pulled a goal back
in the second half, but further goals
from Dani Raba and Manu Trigueros
confirmed Villarreal's 7-1 win.
Elche were won 1-0 thanks to a
surreal own goal in injury time from
Fernando Romain. Meanwhile, Eibar
won 2-1 in Tenerife and Sporting
Gijon beat Alcorcon 2-1 in all second-division ties. Alaves were
knocked out 2-1 away to third-tier
Linares, while Levante lost a penalty
shoot-out after things had ended 3-3
after 120 minutes against Alcoyano.
Celta needed extra time before
beating FC Andorra 2-1, while Wu
Lei scored as Espanyol came back
from a goal down to defeat fourthtier Cristo Atletico 2-1.

B e r l i n : Eintracht Frankfurt
rallied back and handed
Borussia Monchengladbach
their fourth straight defeat
after Daichi Kamada provided the winner on the
road in the 16th round of
action in Bundesliga.
The hosts caught the best
possible start as the 'Foals'
opened the scoring with
their first chance of the
game after Joe Scally's layup by header allowed
Florian Neuhaus to slot
home from 14 meters in the
6th minute, on Wednesday
night.
With the result, Eintracht
climbed to eighth meanwhile Monchengladbach
stay in 13th in the
Bundesliga table.
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Gangubai Kathiawadi at the 72nd RASHMIKA
Berlin International Film festival MANDANNA:
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'MOST
INFLUENTIAL
SOUTH STAR'
BY FORBES

S

anjay Leela Bhansali's much-anticipated
film 'Gangubai Kathiawadi' starring Alia
Bhatt and Ajay Devgn, has been selected to
be screened at the 72nd Berlin International Film
Festival in February and will have its world premiere at the festival.
Gangubai Kathiawadi has been chosen to be
screened as part of Berlinale Special, a segment
of the film festival which is dedicated to showcase
exemplary cinema. This year's selections are
films that have been shot during the pandemic.
As Sanjay Leela Bhansali celebrates 25 years in
the world of cinema, his 10th film 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi' indeed has been special for him.
Sanjay Leela Bhansali says, "The story of
Gangubai Kathiawadi has been very close to my
heart and me and my team have given it all to
make this dream possible. We take pride and
honour in showcasing our film at the prestigious
Berlin International Film Festival."
Artistic Director Carlo Chatrian of Berlin
International Film Festival says, "We are happy to
premiere GANGUBAI KATHIAWADI and continue the tradition of the Berlin Film Festival being a
special setting for Indian movies. This time with a
film that joins the usual craft in shaping camera
movement and the choreography of bodies with a
subject that is socially relevant, not only in India.
From the very beginning we were taken by the
story of Gangubai, an exceptional woman
dragged into exceptional circumstances."
Produced by Sanjay Leela Bhansali and Dr.
Jayantilal Gada (Pen Studios), the film is all set to
release theatrically on 18th February, 2022.

Actress
Rashmika
Mandanna says
she has been
overwhelmed by
the love she has
received ever
since she topped
the Forbes list of
'Most Influential
Stars' of south
cinema.

'WOULD LOVE TO PLAY
NEERAJ CHOPRA IN A BIOPIC
IF IT'S MADE'

Hyderabad | Agencies

ashmika has been juggling between
shootings and the promotions for
her movie 'Pushpa'.
The 'Dear Comrade' actress who plays a
native Chittoor woman in 'Pushpa', said
that the makers had picked her for her
familiarity with the language.
"My role in the movie is closer to reality.
I worked hard for this movie. Especially
the picturisation of songs was a bit difficult," Rashmika expressed.
Recently, Rashmika topped the Forbes
list of the 'Most Influential Stars' of south
cinema.
On being quizzed about the same, the
actress expressed that she has been overwhelmed by the kind of love she has
received ever since.
"I feel humbled and thankful. This is
what I work for. The love is unlimited. I am

R

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actor Ayushmann
Khurrana is keen to play India's
golden boy at the Olympics, Neeraj
Chopra, in case a biopic is made on him.
In his debut at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics, Chopra won the gold medal in
javelin throw. Ayushmann says: "I'm constantly inspired by real people who do
extraordinary things. Right now, I'm hugely inspired by Neeraj Chopra and what this
youth icon has achieved on the world
stage and made our nation incredibly
proud."Ayushmann is keen to play Neeraj
in case he chooses to not play himself and
act in his biopic.
Ayushmann added "The resolve and the
nerves of steel that he showcased at the
Olympics to a win gold for India needs to
be saluted. I would love to play him in a
biopic if it's made in the near future and if
Neeraj chooses to not play himself on
screen."The actor says such achievements
need to be celebrated and the life stories
of such heroes need to be told to people
across the country.

B

'Bigg
Boss 15'

Devoleena, Rashami's friendship
turns bitter; Tejasswi, Shamita spar
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

t seems the friendship of Devoleena
Bhattacharjee and Rashami Desai in 'Bigg
Boss 15' has taken an ugly turn. During the
Ticket To Finale task Devoleena targets
Rashami and accuses her of doing what she
did with late actor Sidharth Shukla in 'Bigg
Boss 13'.
It all started when Abhijit asked Devoleena
for a kiss and there was a verbal spat between
them. Later, Tejasswi Prakash pushed Abhijit
for the way he behaved with
Devoleena.Furthermore, Rashami also inter-

venes and tells Devoleena that if she will put
her finger everywhere, it is all going to happen.
Devoleena replies: "It is all because of people
like you that girls are not able to take a
stand."During this conversation, Rashami calls
Devoleena an opportunist. On this Devoleena
warns Rashami: "Don't do the same with me
what you did in 'Bigg Boss 13'."Later, Shamita
Shetty and Tejasswi Prakash also get into a
heated argument because of Rashami and
Devoleena. Tejasswi supports Devoleena and
says why she will not react and to this Shamita
says that Tejasswi behaves as if she is only the
figurine of truth in the house.

VIDYA, PRATIK, ILEANA, SENDHIL RAMAMURTHY
WRAP UP THEIR UNTITLED FILM
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctors Vidya Balan, Pratik Gandhi, Ileana
D'Cruz and Indian-American sensation
Sendhil Ramamurthy have wrapped
their upcoming yet-untitled romantic comedy-drama film.
After being extensively shot in Mumbai and
Ooty, the film concluded its principal photography and will soon go into post production.
The film, touted to be an ultimate 'date
movie', will present a progressive, uninhibited

Team Absolute|Mumbai

E

mraan Hashmi and B Praak are coming together for a yet-to-be-titled
music video, the track is composed
by music director Jaani and B Praak, both
of whom have penned the lyrics too.
Talking about the song, Emraan says,
"Around three years back while I was travelling in my car I heard B Praak's song
'Mann Bharrya' and I was completely fascinated by it. I just fell in love with the
song."
"Now, when I got a call from DRJ
Records and when they told me about this
song being helmed by B Praak and Jaani I
heard the song and I instantly said 'yes',"
the actor added.

only
thankful
and trying
to stay
grounded as
well",
Rashmika
conveyed.
Rashmika
is to appear in a
couple of Bollywood movies, of which one
is a movie alongside megastar Amitabh
Bachchan.
As 'Pushpa: The Rise' is all set to release
in theatres Friday, Rashmika has been participating in back-to-back promotions in
different cities across India.
Helmed by Sukumar, 'Pushpa' is a twopart movie, which also stars Fahad Fassil
as a bad cop.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

take on modern relationships in a fast paced
world.The film's cast had a gala time through
production, and the excitement is palpable in
a radiant picture of Vidya and Pratik celebrating the wrap.The cast quartet had earlier completed their Mumbai schedule, last month.
It is being directed by ad filmmaker Shirsha
Guha Thakurta under the banners of
Applause Entertainment and Ellipsis
Entertainment. The film also marks Applause
Entertainment's foray into the big screen
experience.
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Sharing
about his first
collaboration with Emraan, B Praak says, "I
always wanted to do a song with Emraan
because he is a hit machine and the king
of romantic music."
Music composer Jaani said that he
made the song with Emraan in mind,
"When I was writing the lyrics I was discussing with B Praak about Emraan and
once we were done composing the song
we were sure that it's going to be Emraan
who will feature in the song."
Produced by Raj Jaiswal under his
music label DRJ Records, the music video
will be released in 2022.

Maera Mishra
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