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November 26, 2021 will mark
the 13th anniversary of the
worst ever terror attack in
India, which changed the
dynamics and relationship

between India and Pakistan for an indef-
inite time.
Today, as India looks towards Pakistan
and demands punishment to the cul-
prits, Pakistan continues to deny all the
allegations.
In November 2008, 10 terrorists entered
into India from Pakistan via the sea
route and opened fire indiscriminately,

targeting multiple important locations in
Mumbai. The multi-targeted attacks
killed at least 166 people, including at 18
security personnel besides injuring sev-
eral others.Since then, India has been
claiming that the terrorists were mem-
bers of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the
attacks were masterminded from
Karachi.
India has backed up its claims by shar-
ing dozens of dossiers with Pakistan,
demanding action against the terror
groups and its leaders, including Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed and Zakiur Rehman
Lakhwi, who they say were the master-
minds behind the attacks.
Pakistan, on the other hand, has been

rejecting India's claims, stating that the
members of the proscribed organisations
have been probed by Pakistani courts,
which have repeatedly given a clean chit
to them, that too after consideration into
the dossiers that India claimed had
irrefutable evidence.
While Pakistan has been maintaining that
the matter is being heard and investigat-
ed by the Pakistani courts, any decision
on it would have to come from the courts,
which it insists require evidence to back
the claims of involvement of the individu-
als and the Pakistani military establish-
ment. Over a decade after the ghastly
attacks, memories of the day still haunt
the families of those who lost their lives.

26/11 MUMBAI ATTACKS: THE TIPPING
POINT IN INDO-PAK RELATIONS

NEW 'BOTSWANA' VARIANT IS MOST MUTATED VERSION OF COVID

Team Absolute|New Delhi

British experts have sounded
the alarm over a new Covid
variant believed to have
emerged in 'Botswana' that
is the most mutated version

of the virus yet, Daily Mail reported.
But it has already been spotted in

three countries, suggesting the vari-
ant is more widespread.

Professor Francois Balloux, a
geneticist at University College
London, said it likely emerged in a
lingering infection in an immuno-
compromised patient, possibly some-
one with undiagnosed AIDS, the
report added.

Changes to the spike make it diffi-
cult for current jabs to fight off,
because they train the immune sys-
tem to recognise an older version of

this part of the virus. Dr Tom
Peacock, a virologist at Imperial
College who first picked up on its
spread, described the variant's com-
bination of mutations as 'horrific', the
report added. Scientists told
MailOnline, however, that its
unprecedented number of mutations
might work against it and make it
'unstable', preventing it from becom-
ing widespread.  Three infections
have been detected in Botswana to

date and six in South Africa -- where
variant surveillance is more robust.

ONLY 10 CASES OF THE STRAIN,
WHICH COULD EVENTUALLY
BE NAMED 'NU', HAVE BEEN
DETECTED SO FAR.

IT CARRIES 32 MUTATIONS,
MANY OF WHICH SUGGEST IT
IS HIGHLY TRANSMISSIBLE
AND VACCINE-RESISTANT, AND
HAS MORE ALTERATIONS TO
ITS SPIKE PROTEIN THAN ANY
OTHER VARIANT, THE REPORT
SAID. 

B.1.1.529, ITS SCIENTIFIC
NAME, HAD THE POTENTIAL TO
BE 'WORSE THAN NEARLY ANY-
THING ELSE ABOUT' -- INCLUD-
ING THE WORLD-DOMINANT
DELTA STRAIN.

MP REPORTS 22
COVID CASES,
INCREASING
TREND A WORRY

Bhopal: After the Madhya
Pradesh government lifted
all Covid-related restrictions
last week, number of cases
in the state witnessed an
upward trend. A total of 22
new Covid cases were regis-
tered on Wednesday, first
time in a month after wit-
nessing 10 odd cases for
weeks.According to state
government's data, in the
last five days, as many as 75
cases were registered in the
state which is nearly 150 per
cent higher than the tally of
the previous five days. The
active cases' tally has again
crossed 100. The cumulative
Covid positive tally in the
state has risen to 7,93,073
since pandemic began in
early 2020. Covid prevention
protocols seem negligible in
almost all districts. Even
before Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan announced
lifting all restrictions, private
and public transport buses
were carrying passengers at
full capacity. Local trains are
ferrying passengers from
one to another district with-
out observing Covid restric-
tions. Even in state capital
Bhopal, most people can be
seen without wearing masks.

New Delhi: In a letter to all states
and UTs, the Union Health
Secretary writes that all interna-
tional travellers entering India
from "at-risk" countries must be
subjected to rigorous screening
and testing. The "contacts of
these international travellers
must also be closely tracked and
tested" as per the guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW),
the letter goes on to add.Rajesh
Bhushan also instructed the
additional chief secretaries,
principal secretaries and health
secretaries of all states and UTs
to ensure that samples of trav-
ellers turning positive for the
new variant are sent to the desig-
nated INSACOG Genome
Sequencing labs.

CENTRE SOUNDS ALERT

COVID CASES IN
K'TAKA MEDICAL
COLLEGE RISE TO 66 
Dharwad: The Health
Department in Karnataka is on
high alert as the number of med-
ical students testing positive for
Covid-19 at a medical college in
Dharwad rose to 66 on Thursday. 

About 50 of students tested
positive on Thursday morning,
while the test results of another
100 are awaited.All the students
are pursuing their MBBS at the
SDM Medical College in
Dharwad city. Sources said that
about 200 students attended a get
together in the premises of the
college a few days ago. All the stu-
dents had reportedly taken both
doses of the vaccine and were
showing no symptoms of Covid-
19.Deputy Commissioner Nitesh
Patil, who visited the campus on
Thursday, said that of the 300 stu-
dents tested so far, the reports of
66 have returned positive.

CITIZENS… ON GUARD

SLOVAKIA: 2ND EUROPEAN NATION TO IMPOSE LOCKDOWN
BBrruusssseellss:: AAfftteerr  AAuussttrriiaa  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  iimmppoosseedd  aa  sshhuuttddoowwnn,,  SSlloovvaakkiiaa
hhaass  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccoouunnttrryy  ttoo  ggoo  iinnttoo  lloocckkddoowwnn
aass  CCoovviidd--1199  ccaasseess  ssuurrggee,,  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa  rreeppoorrtteedd..  SSlloovvaakkiiaa  hhaass
ddeeccllaarreedd  aa  9900--ddaayy  ssttaattee  ooff  eemmeerrggeennccyy  aanndd  aa  ttwwoo--wweeeekk  lloocckk--
ddoowwnn  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aa  ssppiikkee  iinn  CCoovviidd  ccaasseess  tthhaatt  ssaaww  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy''ss
sseevveenn--ddaayy  aavveerraaggee  ooff  ccaasseess  rriissee  aabboovvee  1100,,000000,,  EEuurroonneewwss
rreeppoorrtteedd..TThhee  ddeecciissiioonn  ccaammee  aafftteerr  pprreessiiddeenntt  ZZuuzzaannaa  CCaappuuttoovvaa
aaddddrreesssseedd  tthhee  nnaattiioonn  oonn  TTuueessddaayy,,  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  ""SSlloovvaakkiiaa  iiss  llooss--
iinngg  tthhee  bbaattttllee  aaggaaiinnsstt  CCoovviidd..""

INFLATION BATTERS INDIA'S MIDDLE CLASS

Team Absolute|New Delhi

From daily essentials like
tomatoes, milk as well
as edible oils to trans-

port fuels, rising prices have
hampered the financial
health of ordinary middle
class families in India.

The trend has not only
hurt the economically weak-
er section of the society but
has lately been cited to
impact the savings rate of the
well-off. The biggest impact
of inflation is that it affects
the purchasing power of the
fixed income groups as they
can buy less compared to
what they were buying earli-
er.However, even as con-
sumer price-based inflation-
ary pressure has eased lately
on a macro level, it is still
high enough to hamper the
financial health of any mid-
dle class Indian family.

Notably, the CPI-indexed
inflation has come down to 6
per cent which is in the com-
fort zone of the Reserve Bank
of India.

But some items of CPI as
well as wholesale price infla-
tion (WPI) have shown a
drastic increase such as
transport fuel prices.

Significantly, any rise in
fuel costs bumps-up prices of
nearly all the essential items

because of a second-round
effect. A rise in fuel rates typi-
cally impacts overall freight
and transportation costs.

Rahul Kumar, 28, who
commutes to work in Noida
on his two-wheeler, says that
the rise in petrol prices
exhausts his monthly income
rather help him accumulate
his savings.

"The rise in petrol prices to
above Rs 100 per litre, of
tomatoes at Rs 120 per kg,
besides ever rising rents
could not have come at a
worse time since we are
already having pay cuts," he
said.

Similarly, Chabilal Das, a
middle-aged daily essential
supplier in Noida, also
expressed concerns about
the rise in prices.

"My income has gone
down drastically post pan-
demic as many few people
working in formal sectors
have returned to the city as
they have work from home
options. They are my target
customers. How will I pay my
EMIs now, that has now
become my biggest
headache," Das said.

Besides, a spike in com-
modity prices globally inflat-
ed the manufactured goods'
cost thereby hurting margins
along with end users.

Tomato to fuel

PM lays foundation stone of Noida
International Airport in Jewar

Team Absolute|Gautam Budh
Nagar

Ahead of Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Thursday laid the
foundation stone of the UP's
fifth international airport in at
Jewar. This greenfield airport
will be India's first pollution-
free.

With this Uttar Pradesh has
become the first state in India
to have five international air-
ports. This will be the second
international airport in the
NCR.

In the next three years, that
is by 2024, flight services will

start from this airport and
about 1.2 crore passengers will
be able to fly from here every
year. This will benefit crores of
people living in western Uttar
Pradesh's Noida, Bulandshahr,
Aligarh, Hapur, Ghaziabad,
Meerut and adjoining districts
of NCR regions and will also
boost commercial and indus-
trial activities in this area. 

The development of the first
phase of Noida International
Airport is being done at a cost
of more than Rs 10,050 crore,
although the construction of
this airport is likely to cost Rs
34-35,000 crore. It is spread
over an area of more than
1,300 hectares.

Submarine 'Vela' inducted
into Indian Navy

Team Absolute|New Delhi

INS Vela, the fourth submarine in the
Project-75 series of six Scorpene
Class submarines, was inducted into

the Indian Navy on Thursday. The for-
mal commissioning ceremony took
place at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.

Indian Navy Chief Admiral Karambir
Singh unveiled the commissioning

plaque of INS Vela
in the presence of
senior military and
civil dignitaries.

The Scorpene
Class submarines
are being built in
India by the
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL)
Mumbai, under
collaboration with
Naval Group, earli-
er DCNS, France.

The Scorpene
submarines are extremely potent plat-
forms. They have advanced stealth fea-
tures and are also equipped with both
long range guided torpedoes as well as
anti-ship missiles.

These submarines have a state of the
art SONAR and sensor suite permitting
outstanding operational capabilities.
They also have an advanced Permanent
Magnetic Synchronous motor (PER-
MASYN) as its propulsion motor.

The delivery of Vela is yet another
affirmation of the impetus being given
by the Indian Navy towards consolidat-

ing its position as a 'Builder's Navy' as
also indicative of MDL's capabilities as a
premier ship and submarine building
yard.The submarine was designated as
'Yard 11878' during its construction.

Apart from being a training ground
for many submariners, she had several
noteworthy operational achievements
during her long and illustrious career.
The submarine rendered yeoman serv-
ice to the nation for 37 years and was the
longest operational submarine at the
time of decommissioning on 25 January
10.A

THE NEW VELA CARRIES FOR-
WARD THE LEGACY OF HER
NAMESAKE, THE ERSTWHILE
INS VELA, WHICH WAS COMMIS-
SIONED ON AUGUST 31, 1973 AS
THE LEAD BOAT OF VELA CLASS
SUBMARINES.

THE NEW VELA IS A POTENT
MAN O' WAR, CAPABLE OF
UNDERTAKING OFFENSIVE
OPERATIONS SPANNING
ACROSS THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM
OF MARITIME WARFARE.

ONCE DIVED, SHE IS TRULY
POISED FOR THE KILL WITH
VERY IMPRESSIVE STEALTH
AND STRENGTH. VELA IS FITTED
WITH ADVANCED WEAPONS AND
SENSORS.

TN MAN SENTENCED TO DOUBLE
LIFE IMPRISONAMENT FOR 
RAPING MINOR GIRL
Team Absolute|Chennai

Acourt in Tamil
Nadu's Tiruppur
district has sen-

tenced a 29-year-old man
to double life imprison-
ment for raping and
forcibly marrying a minor
girl. The incident occurred
in 2016 when the man was
24 years old and the minor
girl 14.The man, a relative
of the girl, raped her while
she was alone at home
and was taking a bath. Later his parents and his aunt
threatened the parents of the girl with dire conse-
quences if they did not agree for the girl to be married off
to him.The marriage was solemnised on February 17,
2016, after which the minor girl's mother approached
the all-women police station at Udumalpet. Police
charged him under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses (Pocso) Act, the Indian Penal Code, and
Child Marriage Act and filed the charge sheet before the
Mahila court. Mahila Court judge, Sugandhi, sentenced
the person with double life imprisonment under the
Pocso Act, seven years rigorous imprisonment for crimi-
nally intimidating the minor girl, and two years for child
marriage.  The court sentenced his parents to two years
rigorous imprisonment for conducting child marriage.

This international airport will be
the largest in Asia and the fourth
largest in the world. 

This will also help in reducing
massive traffic at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport.
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India is willing to supply
Covishield and Covaxin vac-
cines to all the countries, said

Union Health Minister Mandaviya
at a meeting with the ambassa-
dors of Latin American and
Caribbean nations on Thursday. 
He said, "India is driven by the
philosophy of 'Vasudaiva
Kutumbakam' which has inspired
us to gift COVID-19 vaccines,
HCQs and other medical necessi-
ties to all our friends. Further,
India is willing to supply
Covishield and Covaxin to all the
countries." 
Mandaviya in his address under-
lined the need to strengthen the
public health system to fight out-
breaks in the future. He stated,
"India has been able to fight
COVID-19 under a 'whole of gov-
ernment' approach where provin-
cial and local governance provid-
ed a fillip to the efforts of the
Government of India".
Explaining India's strategy of
curbing the pandemic, he said of

the 6 vaccines approved in India,
2 are indigenously developed.
Nearly 1.2 billion doses have been
administered with 82% of Indians
receiving at least one dose of the
vaccine and 44% of Indians being
fully vaccinated.

The Minister thanked the repre-
sentatives of the countries for eas-
ing people to people contact by
recognising india's vaccines.
Vaccination in India is recognised
by 110 countries at present.
"Mutual recognition of vaccina-

tions increases ease of travel for
tourism and business thereby
boosting economic recovery the
world so desperately needs," he
said.
Highlighting how India helped
other countries throughout the

pandemic, he said, "Being the
Pharmacy of the World, India has
generously supplied HCQ tablets
and other medical equipment to
27 countries. Under the Vaccine
Maitri initiative, 6.63 crore doses
were sent to 95 countries."

INDIA WILLING TO SUPPLY COVISHIELD AND

COVAXIN TO OTHER COUNTRIES: MANDAVIYA

UP official's new initiative to check dowry 
Team Absolute|Bijnor

Asub-divisional magistrate (SDM) in
Bijnor district has hit upon a novel
idea to fight against the dowry.

The SDM has started asking youths visiting
his office for verification of various docu-
ments required for applying to or joining
government jobs, to first sign an 'anti
dowry' affidavit.
"If you want documents verified for a gov-
ernment job, you will have to give it in writ-
ing that you will not take dowry," says a
notice issued by SDM Devendra Singh, in
his 'personal capacity'.
Youths coming in for the attestation of their
documents have no option but to sign the
pledge.
Singh, who launched the initiative earlier
this week, said, "The purpose is to eradi-
cate dowry from society. The Dowry
Prohibition Act is already in force. Under it,
dowry includes property, goods or money
given during marriage by parents of either

party or by anyone else. Despite the Act,
many people still seek dowry during mar-
riages."
Singh clarified that making the youths give
such affidavits is his 'personal decision'
and has nothing to do with the state gov-
ernment.
"I hope this decision of mine will have a
psychological impact on the youths and
will discourage them from accepting dowry
when they get married," the SDM said.
Since the initiative began, two men, who
were selected for the Indian Army, have
already given affidavits.
One of them, Shah Faisal, was the first to
do so. In his affidavit, Faisal wrote: "I am
unmarried, and I will not take any dowry
whenever I get married."
Singh had earlier launched an initiative
under which people booked for breach of
peace were readily granted bail on the con-
dition that they would plant trees.
He said, "So far, nearly 12 people have
given such affidavits. Their plantation work
will be inspected on a random basis."

Calls to TN school
helpline increase after
girl student's suicide
Team Absolute|Chennai

The Tamil Nadu government
schools helpline number
'14417' has recorded a man-

ifold increase in calls after the
suicide of a plus two student of
Coimbatore, allegedly following a
sexually assault by her teacher.
According to the counsellors in
the school helpline, they are
receiving around 600 calls per
day while it was only 150 to 200 in
the earlier days. The counsellors
said that most of the calls are
regarding legal measures to be
taken if sexual harassment takes
place in school and both parents
and students are calling in large
numbers on a day-to-day basis.
A counsellor who is with the
school helpline number '14417'
since its inception, told IANS:
"The recent suicide of a
Coimbatore girl after allegedly
being sexually assaulted by her
teacher has triggered the number
of calls to our helpline. 
We are trying our best to give
proper counselling to both par-
ents and students and to remove
their apprehensions." She, how-
ever, said that most of the parents
are worried and regularly want
answers on the legal measures to
be taken if harassment takes
place at school.

The counsellors said that this was a
clear indication of the parents
wanting legal recourse if something
happens to their child in school.
The 24x7 school helpline has nine
counsellors who work round the
clock in shift and generally, the
calls are received by the response
team. The response team transfers
the calls to the counsellors based
on the nature of the case.
The response team will transfer
the calls to the counsellors based
on the importance of the call and
if it is a sexual harassment case or
child abuse case. ounsellors are
of the opinion that another area
where they get the calls are on the
teachers beating the students and
the cases are forwarded to the
District CEOs.
Dr. Vasudevan Ranganathan, a
psychologist with a leading hos-
pital in Chennai, told IANS:
"Counselling is an absolute
necessity and if students and
their parents speak to trained
counsellors most of them are
relieved and in cases related to
legal recourse they are getting
proper information which helps
both the students and parents.
"The increase in number of calls
is a clear indicator that students
are having problems but they are
resorting to scientific recourse
and is a good sign."

Team Absolute|Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Minister
of State, Raghuraj
Singh, has said that

madrasas are hideouts of
terrorists, where they are
trained.
He said that if given a
chance, he will close the
madrasas of the whole
country because a person
coming out of the madrasa
becomes a terrorist.
Talking to reporters, Singh
said that if the face of terror-
ism has to be trampled and
the 'snake' has to be elimi-
nated, then "we will crush
terrorism just as the hood of
the snake is crushed".
He said that earlier there
were 250 madrasas in Uttar
Pradesh and today, more
than 22,000 madrasas have

been established.
Referring to the terrorist
Mannan Wani, who was a
student of AMU, he said
that he was a terrorist
studying here.
"All the people studying in
the madrasa are agents of
ISI," he added.
Singh further said that
today, Islamism is being run
in Kerala and Hindu daugh-
ters are being tortured
there. This is happening
because there is a commu-
nist government there.
But to eliminate terrorism
in the country, the govern-
ment should destroy these
madrasas. He requested
the government that the
Kerala government should
be dissolved and
President's rule should be
imposed there immediate-

Four of a family found
murdered in Prayagraj
Team Absolute|
Prayagraj (UP)

Four members of a family
were found murdered in
Phaphamau area of

Prayagraj on Thursday.
All four were killed with a
sharp-edged weapon, possibly
an axe.
The deceased include
Phoolchand, his wife Meenu,
daughter Sapna and son Shiv.
On receiving information about
the murders, the police
reached the spot with a dog
squad and forensic team to col-
lect samples.
The bodies have been sent for
post mortem.
SSP Prayagraj, Sarvshreshtha
Tripathi said that three bodies
were found in one room and

the body of the girl was in
another room.
He said that all the family
members had been hit on the
head.
Other family members of the
deceased claimed that the

murders were a result of a
property dispute with one
Sushil Kumar who had
attacked them several times in
the past too.
The SSP assured that the
accused would be arrested soon.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi High Court
on Thursday sought a
detailed affidavit in

connection with the last
year's riots in northeast
Delhi, following the police's
submission that charge
sheets have been filed in
361 out of 758 cases. 
Among these charge sheets,
67 have been framed as of
October 4, the Delhi Police
told the bench of Chief
Justice D.N. Patel and
Justice Jyoti Singh.
While hearing a batch of
pleas related to the riots,
the bench sought the affi-
davit from Delhi Police
after Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind
told the court that the last
status report filed by Delhi
Police does not have many

details.
The bench adjourned the
matter for further hearing
on January 28, 2022.
Police also informed the
court that 62 cases that per-
tained to major incidents
like murders were trans-
ferred to the Crime Branch,
which had undertaken an

investigation by employing
3 dedicated Special
Investigating Teams, being
continuously monitored by
the superior officers.
A case of larger conspiracy
behind the engineering of
the communal riots in
Delhi is being investigated
in Special Cell, it said.

Delhi riots: HC seeks detailed
affidavit from Delhi Police

Delhi HC junks plea against Salman Khurshid's book
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday dismissed a
plea seeking direction to

stop the publication, circula-
tion and sale of former Union
minister Salman Khurshid's
controversial book for its
alleged remarks on Hindutva
likening it to radical jihadist
groups like ISIS and Boko
Haram.
Adv Raj Kishor Chaudhary,
appeared for petitioner Adv
Vineet Jindal and pointed out
the comment in a chapter
called "The Saffron Sky" on
Page 113 of the Congress
leader's book "Sunrise over
Ayodhya: Nationhood in our
times" which reads --
"Sanatan dharma and classi-
cal Hinduism known to sages
and saints was being pushed
aside by a robust version of
Hindutva, by all standards, a

political version similar to
jihadist Islam of groups like
ISIS and Boko Haram of
recent years."
During the course of the hear-
ing, the bench of Justice
Yashwant Varma orally

observed that it's just an
excerpt in the book. Further,
the counsel argued that the
book will create communal
problems and then requested
to remove the excerpt.
"Tell everyone that the book is

badly written. Tell them to
read something better. what
can we do if people are so
sensitive. Nobody has asked
them to read it," the judge
said while dismissing the peti-
tion.

According to the plea, it was
stated that the equivalence of
Hinduism to ISIS and Boko
Haram is perceived as a nega-
tive ideology Hindus have
been following and Hinduism
is violent, inhuman, and
oppressive.
Freedom of speech and
expression under Article 19(1)
of the Constitution goes
hand-in-hand with reason-
able restrictions that may be
imposed under Article 19(2),
so, in a country like India,
which is perpetually on a
communal tinderbox, where
religious sentiments run deep,
where respect for certain pub-
lic and historical figures
always come accompanied
with veneration for their
demi-god status, it doesn't
take much for malice to be
coated with a toxic communal
hue based on the contents of
the book, it contended.

 Six more Jaipur students test Covid positive, parents' worries rise
Jaipur: Six more school students were among the 17 new cases of
Covid reported in Jaipur, raising worries among parents.
Two of the students are from a government school, two from a private
school, and the two others were taking online classes from home.
Two days back, 12 students of the Jaishree Periwal school had
tested positive.
Earlier, three students from the same school had tested positive as
well as two from the SMS school and one from the Neerja Modi school.
The All Rajasthan Parents Forum, looking at the increasing number of
students being infected by Covid - 25 in this month, has urged Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and Education Minister B.D. Kalla to issue direc-
tions for the start of the online classes.
All schools and colleges have started with 100 per cent occupancy in
Rajasthan from November 15. Many schools have stopped running
online classes due to which students are forced to go to schools.

Madrasas are hideouts
of terrorists: UP Minister

Why free treatment ok for 
ministers, not for masses: Kejriwal
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Taking a dig at his politi-
cal rivals over their
"freebie" remarks, Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has asked why it is
fine for ministers to get free
treatment while the same
facilities if provided to the
people are criticised.
"Four thousand units of elec-
tricity is free for every
Minister, if he gets free elec-
tricity, then it is not a 'freebie';
but when I give 200 units of
free electricity to the people of
Delhi, then it is called a 'free-
bie'," Kejriwal said at
Advocates' Conference organ-
ised by the Aam Aadmi
Party's legal cell on
Wednesday.
The AAP government is fre-
quently targeted by its politi-

cal rivals for dols to Delhi vot-
ers in the guise of free electric-
ity, water, travel for women in
buses, among other schemes.
"The opposition party leaders
say, where will the money
come from? All the ministers
and officials who used to loot
money together, we stopped

that loot. All that money
which used to be stolen from
the government, we started
distributing that money to the
public, he said, adding, "There
is a lot of money with the gov-
ernment, but these people
have fooled the public that
there is no money."

Kerala man is 1st
Indian honoured with
knighthood in Italy
Team Absolute|
Thiruvananthapuram

Sohan Roy, a Forbes-listed
entrepreneur from Kerala
and who has a passion

for getting noticed in the film
industry through his uncon-
ventional contribution to
humanity and the world cine-
ma has now become the first
Indian who has been awarded
the honorary title of 'Knight of
Parte Guelfa' in Italy. 
The knighthood was con-
ferred on Roy for his
humanitarian and environ-
mental protection efforts in
business and movies. 
The conferring ceremony took
place early this week at the
prestigious Basilica of Santa
Croce and the Palagio di Parte
Guelfa in Florence.

Some of the previous proud
recipients are Pope Francis,
Stefano Cordero di
Montezemolo, Giannozzo
Pucci di Barsento, Gualtiero
Bassetti, Luciano Artusi,
among others.
His notable works include the
documentary "Black Sand"
on ecological degradation
and unscientific mining
methods which got shortlist-
ed in the Oscars. The docu-
mentary is still going strong at
various film festivals.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that
Madhya Pradesh is fast mov-

ing towards fulfilling the target of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of
meeting 50 percent of the country's
energy requirement till 2030 with
solar energy. Every effort is being
made in the state to achieve this
target within the stipulated time.
More than 5300 MW of solar power
is being produced in the state every
day. Solar energy is also being
given special emphasis from the
point of view of environmental pro-
tection. Chouhan said that Prime
Minister Modi has provided elec-
tricity to every poor man's hut.
Madhya Pradesh is today self-suffi-
cient in power generation. The
state is producing 22,000 MW of
electricity per day. The state gov-
ernment is generating electricity by
all means including water, coal,
wind and sun. Chouhan told to
save electricity, plant trees and
secure oneself by getting one's fam-
ily, state and country by getting
Corona vaccines. 
Chouhan and Union Minister for
Energy and New and Renewable
Energy  RK Singh performed bhoo-
mi-pujan in Shajapur on Thursday
and signed the purchase contract
of 1500 MW capacity solar power
parks of Agar, Shajapur and
Neemuch at a cost of Rs.5250
crores. They also signed contracts
with private investors for Pradhan
Mantri Kusum-A Yojana. Chief

Minister Chouhan launched
'USHA' - Urja Saksharta Abhiyan
for the purpose of public awareness
in the field of power. 
Union Minister Singh said that the
government has provided electrici-
ty to every village and every house-
hold. If any house has been left out,
it must be notified so that electrici-
ty can be provided there too. The
government has made one lakh 59

thousand kilometers of electricity
grid and has provided electricity to
every household up to Leh,
Ladakh. Today, we have the capaci-
ty to transfer one lakh 12 thousand
MW power per day. 
Singh said that work is being done
at a fast pace to provide clean and
cheap electricity through solar
energy in the country. Exemplary
work is being done in this area in

Madhya Pradesh under the leader-
ship of Chouhan. Madhya Pradesh
has emerged as a leading state in
the country in solar power genera-
tion. Shri Singh informed that the
scheme of free ration supply to the
poor till the month of November by
the Government of India has now
been extended till March 31, 2022. 
Chouhan told to save electricity,
plant trees and protect oneself,
family, state and country by getting
both the vaccines of Corona virus.
He said that electricity is being pro-
vided to the poor in the state at the
rate of Rs 100 per month. The gov-

ernment is giving a grant of Rs 21
thousand crore every year on elec-
tricity bills. 
Chouhan said that it is a matter
of great happiness that the num-
ber of girls per thousand in
Madhya Pradesh has increased
from 905 to 956 in the last five
years. Many schemes are being
run in the state for the educa-
tional, health and economic
development for the welfare of
daughters in the state, including
Ladli Laxmi Yojana. 
Chouhan said that arrangements
are being made for food, clothing,
shelter, medicine, education and
employment for every person in
the state. The government is
making arrangements for fair
price ration, pucca housing, resi-
dential land rights, fees for edu-
cation, free treatment, employ-
ment and self-employment.
There will be recruitments on
more than one lakh government
jobs in the coming one year.
Urban and rural street vendor
schemes are being run for self-
employment. Government loans
of up to Rs 50 lakh will be given to
young entrepreneurs through
Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyam
Kranti Yojana. 
Chouhan said that self-help groups
are being strengthened for women
empowerment. They will be pro-
vided an amount of Rs 2500 crore
in the coming one year for various
activities. Chief Minister appealed
to more and more women to join
self-help groups.

MORE THAN 5300 MW OF SOLAR POWER IS BEING
PRODUCED DAILY IN MADHYA PRADESH: CM

Martyr Tantya Mama's patriotic sentiments should reached the masses: Mishra 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

AKalash Yatra and Tantya Mama
Memorial programme is being organ-
ized to convey the invaluable sacrifice

and sense of patriotism to the people of the
immortal martyr revolutionary Tantya
Mama, who sacrificed his life for the country.
We should make efforts to ensure maximum
participation of people in this event and
incorporate the thoughts of Jannayak Tantya
Mama in themselves.'With these guidelines,
Home Minister and Indore district in-charge
Minister Narottam Mishra on Thursday
reviewed the preparations for the Tantya
Mama Memorial programme to be held on
December 4, 2021 at Patalpani, Indore. MP
Shankar Lalwani, Divisional Commissioner
Pawan Kumar Sharma, IG Harinarayan Chari
Mishra, Collector Manish Singh, DIG Manish
Kapuria and other public representatives
were present in the meeting. 

Minister in-charge  Mishra directed that vari-
ous activities should be conducted regularly
in the coming week to ensure public partici-
pation in this grand programme organized
on the occasion of Balidan Diwas. He direct-
ed the Divisional Commissioner to ensure
that food, rest and all  other basic arrange-
ments for the people attending the pro-
gramme should be ensured. He said that
traffic arrangements should be taken care of
during the Rath Yatra and adequate teams
should be appointed to maintain law and
order. Adequate parking arrangement should
also be ensured for the people coming to the
venue by bus and other means. Mishra,
while reviewing other necessary arrange-
ments, gave necessary directions to conduct
the Tantya Mama Memorial programme with
full  honour. 
While apprising Minister Mishra with the
preparations for the memorial programme
on Tantya Mama's Balidan Diwas, Lalwani

said that from December 1, cultural pro-
grammes will be held at major squares of
Indore city. Indore will be ready to welcome
the Kalash Yatra on December 3. The people
of the city will join the yatra and pay homage
to Tantya Mama. He said that all transporta-
tion arrangements have been made to take
the Vanvasis, students and youth residing in
the district to the venue. 
Divisional Commissioner Pawan Kumar
Sharma informed that the descendants of
Jannayak Tantya Mama will also participate
in the Kalash Yatra and Memorial pro-
gramme. A doctors team will also be avail-
able along with arrangement for people's
stay and food during the journey. He
informed that the Kalash Yatra will be taken
out from Barod Ahir, the birth place of
Jannayak Tantya Mama, on November 27
and the Yatra will start from Sailana on
November 29. 
Both the yatras will reach Dhar on December

3, passing through different districts of
Indore and Ujjain divisions. After this both
the yatras will reach Patalpani on December
4. The Divisional Commissioner said that
necessary arrangements for travel have been
ensured after discussion with the district col-
lectors and coordinating with various organi-
zations regarding the preparations. 
Collector Manish Singh said that both the
raths being built in Indore for Kalash Yatra
will be sent to Ratlam and Khandwa soon.
Adequate parking arrangements have been
made within 2 km radius of the venue.
Buses have also been arranged to take the
local people to the venue.
The Collector informed that a bronze statue
of Jannayak Tantya Mama would be
installed in Patalpani. The Rath Yatra will
reach Rajwada from Dhar Road on
December 3. After this the Rath Yatra will
reach the stadium. Cultural programmes
will be held in the stadium.

Police lathicharge protesting NSUI members 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Aprotest organised by the
National Students Union
of India (NSUI) against

the new education policy at the
residence of Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan here on Thursday
turned into a melee. 
Students' associations along
with NSUI, the youth wing of the
Congress, have launched a
protest against the new educa-
tion policy and in a show of
aggression they tried to reach
the Chief Minister's official resi-
dence in Bhopal. 
NSUI members along with
Congress workers first gathered
at their party office and
marched towards Chouhan's
residence. However, Bhopal
police barricaded the area.
NSUI members tried to cross
the barricades resulting in an
argument between the police
and the protesters. 
The protesters started pelting
stones and tried to cross the
police barricades forcefully.
Seeing the situation getting out
of hand, the police resorted to a

lathicharge to disperse the
crowd, in which several students
got injured and were rushed to
hospital for treatment. 
The police have detained sever-
al NSUI members and sent
them to jail. 
NSUI members have been
protesting against the new edu-
cation policy in various districts
of the state for the last few days
and they had announced to end
their protest in Bhopal. 
"They were allowed to organ-
ise a peaceful protest but they
tried to break the barricades
and pelted stones at the police.
The police tried to calm the
NSUI members but seeing the

situation get out of control,
there was no option except to
allow police to lathicharge to
disperse the crowd," said a
senior police officer. 
Kamal Nath, the Madhya
Pradesh Congress President and
former Chief Minister, con-
demned the police action. 
"Students were protesting
peacefully to make their voice
heard. They were demanding
release of pending scholar-
ships of tribal students along
with raising other issues. But
Shivraj Singh Chouhan gov-
ernment beat up the students
brutally and has arrested
them," Nath said.

Amazon to
face another 
FIR in MP for 
selling 'poison' 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Trouble for e-commerce
website -- Amazon,
seems not to be ending

soon in Madhya Pradesh as
state Home Minister Narottam
Mishra has directed the police
to lodge yet another FIR
against the company for selling
"poison" online. 
The leading e-commerce web-
site ran into a fresh trouble
after it was reported that an 18-
year-old boy in Indore died

after consuming "poison"
which the deceased had pur-
chased through Amazon. 
Mishra said the teenager's par-
ents met him in Indore and
told that their son had pur-
chased "poison" through
Amazon in July this year. 
"His parents told me that
they made several attempt to
lodge an FIR against Amazon
but the police did not regis-
ter any case so far. I have
directed police to lodge an
FIR against the Amazon
head in Madhya Pradesh and
arrest them. If they do not
come on their own, drag

them to the police station,"
Mishra said while interacting
with the media persons in
Indore on Thursday. 
Earlier on November 16, Bhind
district police had claimed to
have busted a racket involved
in smuggling marijuana
(ganja) supplied by Amazon.
Two persons were also arrest-
ed in this connection. 
Police claimed that the seized
contraband consignment was
being smuggled from
Visakhapatnam to Bhind. 

The drug peddler, who has reg-
istered on the leading e-com-
merce website, was selling the
contraband in the guise of
'Kadhi Patta'. 
During the preliminary
investigation in the matter,
police claimed to have found
that so far, marijuana worth
Rs 1.10 crore has been smug-
gled through the online
route, and Amazon has
received 66 per cent commis-
sion from the seller. 
Mishra had earlier stated that
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment is preparing a new set of
rules for e-commerce services.

CM plants Arjun and Kadamba
saplings in Smart Garden 

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted
Arjun and Kadamba saplings along with
Sunita Tiwari and Renu Bansali of "Gau

Grass Ek Pahal" organisation in Smart Garden on
Thursday. Chouhan is planting saplings every day
as per his resolve. 
The Kadamba or Kadam tree planted today is con-
sidered to be the tree of deities. Kadamba is
famous in Ayurveda for its medicinal properties.
Its fruits are like lemons. Kadamba flowers have
their own importance. The mention of these fra-

grant flowers is found in ancient Vedas and
ayurvedic compositions. Arjun tree is a medicinal
tree, the use of its bark and juice is beneficial in
diseases like heart and tuberculosis. 

Minister's 'upper caste
women' remarks 

spark controversy
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh Food
and Civil Supplies
Minister Bisahulal

Singh has courted controversy
by stating "women from upper
castes should be dragged from
their houses to work in the
society". 
The remarks were apparently
made during an award func-
tion for women organised in
his Assembly constituency in
Anuppur district on
Wednesday. 
Addressing the gathering com-
prising both men and women
on the occasion, Singh said
"the women from Thakur and
other upper castes are kept
inside their houses and they
are not allowed to come out to
work by their men..." 
He continued saying that
women from lower castes work
in fields and their homes (the
homes of people of upper
castes). "Women from lower
castes work outside but the
women from upper caste are
kept inside and are not allowed
to work outside. They should
be dragged out of their homes
to work in the society," Singh is
heard saying on a video that
went viral on social media. 
However, during a conversa-
tion with IANS on Thursday on
the issue, the Minister said that
he has no intention to hurt
anyone's sentiments but his
words were "taken otherwise"
by the Opposition and the

media. 
The minister said he was
addressing a gathering in his
constituency where people are
familiar with each other and
they take jibes at each other as
well. 
"The video that went viral on
social media shows a particu-
lar line only... not the entire
speech. Those who were pres-
ent were locals, including
some upper caste men and
women. I stated it replying to
one of the known ones, and
district level party worker who
belongs to upper caste. We
know each other and live
together in the society, and
therefore, sometimes, we takes
dig at each other as well," the
minister said. 
Singh, an MLA from
Anuppur, is considered as
one of the prominent tribal
leaders in Madhya Pradesh. 
Associated for years with
the Congress, he had joined
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in 2018.

FARMERS WILL NOW GET MORE LOAN FROM NABARD

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Keeping in view the pri-
orities of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

to increase the entrepreneur-
ship of farmers in the agricul-
ture sector, National Bank for
Rural and Agriculture
Development - NABARD has
estimated to sanctioned Rs. 1
lakh 18 thousand 288 crore
for farmers in Madhya
Pradesh on crop loan and Rs
62 thousand 693 crore on
agricultural term loan. For
the year 2022-23, a total loan
of 2 lakh 42 thousand 967
crore is estimated, out of
which about 74 percent will
be given to the agriculture
sector. Under MSME, 39
thousand 267 crore loan will
be available and Rs. 22 thou-
sand 715 crore for other pri-
ority sectors including export
credit, education, housing,
renewable energy, other and
social infrastructure. This
information was given in the
"State Debt Seminar 2022-23"
organised by Madhya
Pradesh Regional Office of
NABARD under the Amrit

Mahotsav of Independence
at Hotel Courtyard Marriott. 
Finance Minister Jagdish
Deora while addressing the
seminar said that the
Government of India has
increased the IIDF and Micro
Irrigation Fund by Rs.10
thousand crore and Rs.5
thousand crore in its budget
for the development of rural
infrastructure. Due to this the
irrigation sector is getting
more strength in Madhya
Pradesh. He said that women
empowerment and promo-
tion of self help groups
(SHGs) of women is the main
agenda of the state govern-
ment. He appreciated the
cooperation of NABARD in
agricultural development
and expressed hope that
NABARD would continue to
help in realising the dreams
of the Prime Minister and the
Chief Minister. 
To make Madhya Pradesh
self-reliant by 2023, Deora
stressed the need to increase
KCC coverage to 100 percent
farmers of the state, invest in
rural infrastructure and make
efforts for financing of agri-

cultural producer groups. He
said that the agriculture sec-
tor maintained the rate of
growth even in the Covid
pandemic. This is the result
of the hard work of the farm-
ers. In the seminar, various
banks were rewarded in the
mentioned activities for their
excellent works in self-help
groups, financial literacy,
promotion of farmer produc-
er groups etc. A booklet and
State Focus Paper on
Bankable Model Scheme on
Onion Storage were also
released on the occasion. 
Speaking about the impor-
tance of value addition of
agricultural products, Chief
General Manager of
NABARD Smt. TS Rajigain
said that special efforts would
be made for this in 13 dis-
tricts. She gave information
about rural storage being run
by NABARD, assistance of Rs
4000 crore for 10 thousand
farmer produce organisa-
tions, wells, watersheds,
financial adjustment, help to
cooperative banks, skill
upgradation of members of
self-help groups.

Role of NABARD in making
Madhya Pradesh self-reliant is
commendable: Finance Minister
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Women office bearers of the
organisation "Gau-Grass Ek
Pahal" also planted saplings

HOME MINISTER
NAROTTAM MISHRA
REVIEWS PREPARATIONS
FOR TANTYA MAMA
MEMORIAL PROGRAMME
TO BE HELD IN INDORE ON
DECEMBER 3-4 · TRIBAL
HERO TANTYA MAMA'S
BALIDAN DIWAS WILL BE
CELEBRATED WITH 
REVERENCE



The 'National Milk Day' to
commemorate the birth
centenary of Dr Verghese

Kurien - popular as 'Milk Man
of India' for his stellar contri-
bution in the dairy sector and
setting up of the Amul - will be
celebrated at the National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) Campus at Anand in
Gujarat on Friday.

The Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying will
jointly organise the event with
the NDDB, and other institu-
tions created by Dr Kurien, a
statement from the Ministry of
Animal Husbandry, Dairying
said.

It is since 2014 that
November 26 is cele-
brated as the 'National
Milk Day' to commemo-
rate the birthday of Dr
Kurien, lauded as the
father of India's white
revolution. Few people
know that Kurien also
established 30-odd
institutions that are all
run by farmers.

Union Minister for
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala
will inau-
gurate
and

launch the IVF Lab at Dhamrod in Gujarat
and Hesaraghatta in Karnataka. 

Rupala will also confer National Gopal
Ratna Awards to the winners of the Best
Dairy Farmer rearing indigenous cattle/buf-
falo breeds, Best Artificial Insemination
Technician and Best Dairy Cooperative 

Society (DCS)/Milk Producer
Company/Dairy Farmer Producer
Organization in the country. The
Department's 'Iconic Week,' the week-long
celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav will
culminate with the celebration of National
Milk Day, the release added.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Astudy has revealed that the highly trans-
missible Covid Delta variant can infect
individuals who have been fully vacci-

nated against the virus. The study was con-
ducted by the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium (INSACOG), Council Of Scientific
And Industrial Research (CSIR) and the
National Centre for Disease Control in two
Delhi hospitals. It has revealed that vaccina-
tion protects against hospitalisation and the
severity of infection but there is also a possible
risk of transmission in very vulnerable people.
The researchers from INSACOG and CSIR
analysed data on 113 breakthrough infections
among healthworkers by constructing a prob-
able transmission network from epidemiologi-
cal and virus genomen sequence data using
computational approach. The study has high-
lighted the need for infection control measures
even amongst fully vaccinated people. It also
revealed a high probability of potential virus
transmission between individuals who has
received both doses of vaccines. Meanwhile,
the INSACOG in its last bulletin had said that
Delta strain continues to be the main variant
of concern (VOC) in India. "Delta (B.1.617.2
and AY.x) continues to be the main VOC in
India. No new VOI or VOC are noted and
other VOC and VOI other than Delta are now
negligible in sequencing data from India," the
INSACOG added. The Consortium also said
that other variants of interest or concern are
now negligible in sequencing data from India.
Recently, The Lancet Infectious Diseases jour-
nal said that Two-dose of Covaxin, developed
by Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech, provid-
ed only 50 per cent protection against the
Covid-19 infection during the second wave of
the pandemic in India. The study assessed
2,714 hospital workers from the AIIMS in New
Delhi, from April 15 to May 15, 2021, who
were symptomatic and underwent RT-PCR
testing for Covid-19. The Delta variant was
the dominant strain in India during the study
period, accounting for approximately 80 per
cent of all confirmed Covid-19 cases. As the
cases are increasing, the situation is alarming.

Delta variant is vax proof!

ECHR HAS NO JURISDICTION OVER ITS
JUDGE APPOINTMENT: POLAND'S TRIBUNAL
Warsaw|Agencies

Poland's Constitutional
Tribunal has ruled that
the European Court of

Human Rights (ECHR) has
no jurisdiction over its
appointment of judges, in
effect ignoring a ruling from
May by the European human
rights court. 

Article 6 of the European
Convention on Human
Rights, as far as itincludes
the Constitutional Tribunal
in its definition of a court, is
not compatible, Tribunal's
President Julia Przylebska
said on Wednesday. 

The May ruling of the
ECHR stated that one of the
judges of the Constitutional
Tribunal was seated unlaw-
fully, denying a company a
fair hearing, Xinhua news
agency reported. 

However, the Tribunal
claims the ECHR has no

authority over the institu-
tion. According to its reason-
ing, the Tribunal is not a
court in the sense of the
European Convention on
Human Rights. The case was
filed by Polish Justice
Minister Zbigniew Ziobro. 

The Polish Constitutional
Tribunal, which according
to critics at home and
abroad is packed with politi-
cal allies of the ruling con-

servative Law and Justice
party, had previously
sparked a legal crisis in
Europe by claiming in early
October that some parts of
European laws are not in
line with Poland's constitu-
tion. 

Poland has been criticised
by its European Union part-
ners for undermining the
rule of law by politicising its
courts and tightening con-

trol over judges. 
The Polish government

claims its judicial changes
are necessary. 

"Today, the rule of law has
won over the usurpation of
competences," Deputy
Justice Minister Michal
Wojcik tweeted on
Wednesday. 

"Today's judgment from
the Polish Constitutional
Tribunal is unprecedented
and raises serious con-
cerns," said Marija
Pejcinovic Buric, the
Secretary General of the
Council of Europe. "We will
carefully assess the judg-
ment's reasoning and its
effects." The ECHR, based in
Strasbourg, France, was
formed after the Second
World War and rules on
cases involving the
Convention, which applies
to all member states of the
Council of Europe.

Ramallah|Agencies

Palestine has welcomed
Belgium's decision to
label products of Israeli

settlements in the
Palestinian territories, saying
it's a move "in the right
direction."

Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammed
Ishtaye on Wednesday said
in a press statement that
Belgium's decision was
based on the fact that the
Israeli settlements are "con-
trary to international laws
and resolutions," and
expressed its "alignment
with the values of truth, jus-
tice, and freedom." 

He called on countries
worldwide "to follow the
footsteps of Belgiumby
labelling the Israeli settle-
ments' products, condemn
settlement expansion and
act on putting pressure to
halt the growing settlers'

assaults on the
Palestinians." 

On Wednesday, the
Belgian government decid-
ed to put clear labels onthe
products of Israeli settle-
ments to show that these
settlements are built on
Palestinian lands, Xinhua
news agency reported. 

According to Israeli
media reports, the Israeli
Foreign Ministry con-

demned the Belgian govern-
ment's decision, saying in a
statement that "it harms the
Israelis and the Palestinians
alike." 

Israel took control of the
West Bank in the 1967
Middle East war and has
ever since built dozens of
settlements on it. Such
action is considered by the
international community as
violating international law.

Palestine hails Belgium's decision to
label Israeli settlements' products

SATELLITE IMAGERY INDICATES CONTINUED
OPERATION OF NORTH KOREAN N-REACTOR

Seoul|Agencies

North Korea appears to
be continuing the oper-
ation of a plutonium-

producing nuclear reactor at its
mainstay Yongbyon complex, a
US monitoring website has
said, citing the release of steam
and water seen in recent satel-
lite imagery.  38 North reported
on Wednesday (local time) that
recent commercial satellite
imagery of the complex north
of Pyongyang provided further
evidence of activity at the 5-
megawatt reactor, which can
produce up to 6 kilograms of
plutonium -- a fissile material
used for a nuclear bomb -- a
year. "Steam is emanating from
the reactor's generator hall,
indicating that at least one of
the generators is running," the
website said.Additionally,
water continues to be dis-
charged from the auxiliary pipe
into the channel leading to the

Kuryong river."  The website
said the new activity at the
reactor is "notable," as produc-
tion of fissile materials is likely
needed to accomplish North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un's
goal of strengthening nuclear
capabilities announced during
the country's eighth party con-
gress in January. onstruction of
a new wing south of the experi-
mental light water reactor
seems to continue, although
there are no signs of operations
starting at the facility, it noted.
The suspicion is in line with
the monitoring results by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), which said the
North appears to have contin-
ued operations at the
Yongbyon nuclear reactor
since it went into operation in
August.The UN nuclear watch-
dog also pointed out nuclear
activities at the nation's urani-
um enrichment and mine facil-
ity elsewhere, Yonhap news

agency reported."There are
ongoing indications of activi-
ties at the Kangson complex
and the Pyongsan Mine and
Concentration Plant," IAEA
Director-General Rafael Grossi
said during a board of gover-
nors meeting on Wednesday.
The Kangson complex is North
Korea's second uranium-
enrichment plant after its well-
known facility in Yongbyon,
and the Pyongsan facility is a
major mill that turns uranium
ore into yellowcake, a first step
toward enriching uranium. 

Concerns are rising over
signs of Pyongyang's nuclear
activities, especially when
South Korea and the US have
been in consultations for a dec-
laration of a formal end to the
1950-53 Korean War to resume
stalled denuclearization talks
with the reclusive 

2019 Hanoi summit between
the two nations ended
without a deal.

National Milk Day on Friday to mark Kurien's birth centenary

Bitter family feud may lead to
messy unraveling of Hinduja group
The increasingly bitter feud in

the Hinduja Group has raised
the possibility of a messy

unraveling of the 107-year-old
group, putting at risk one of the
world's largest conglomerates.

With dozens of companies --
including six publicly traded enti-
ties in India -- the closely-held
Hinduja Group employs more than
150,000 people in 38 countries in
truck-making, banking, chemicals,
power, media and healthcare,
Bloomberg reported. S.P. Hinduja
(85) now suffers from a form of
dementia, and his grandson Karam
Hinduja, his sister, mother, aunt
and grandmother are locked in a
battle with the rest of the Hinduja
family over pieces of the $18 billion
British-Indian group.

Karam's side of the family is
effectively asking for what was once
unthinkable -- the group's assets to
be broken up, the report said.

SP's three brothers -- Gopichand,
Prakash and Ashok -- want the
group to stick to its age-old motto
that "everything belongs to every-
one and nothing belongs to any-
one". As clashes pile up in courts in
London and Switzerland and the

SP side suggests misogyny may be
driving actions against his daugh-
ters, there may be no going back,
the report added. "They seem to
have reached a point of no return,"
said Kavil Ramachandran, a family-
business expert at the Indian
School of Business, adding, "It's
most unlikely to go back to the
socialistic philosophy of everything
for everybody." The report said that
with a collective net worth of about
$15 billion, the four brothers always
presented a united front, with little
to suggest that not all was well in
the House of Hinduja. Until last
year. That's when a London judg-
ment shed light on the conflict in
the family.Gopichand, Prakash and
Ashok were defending the validity
of a letter signed in 2014 by the four
brothers stating that the assets held
by one belong to all. That came as
SP -- represented by his daughter
Vinoo -- claimed sole ownership of
the Geneva-based Hinduja Bank.

SP wants the London court to
rule that the letter has no "legal
effect". A decision on that is not due
for a while yet, but if he succeeds,
assets in his name could pass to his
daughters Vinoo and Shanu upon

his death.
Meanwhile, a court in the Swiss

canton of Lucerne said the case
between SP and his brothers is on
hold, pending a decision on who
will represent his interests, the
report added. Although the Swiss
bank is a tiny part of the family's
overall assets, the case raises
broader ownership questions. The
three brothers frame it as a power
grab by SP's daughters, who they
said are using their father's weak-
ened state to go against his long-
held wishes.

"SP had one mantra that nobody
owns anything, everybody owns
everything," Radhamohun
Gujadhur, an advisor to the broth-
ers, said in an interview. "Anyone
doing differently is speaking under
their own illusions or to further a
selfish private agenda. The group
structure has withstood the chal-
lenges of Shanu and Vinoo Hinduja
who disagree with their own
father's vision of the group," he
added.

Another London lawsuit from
2018 shows how the feud could
touch other family assets. That fight
was over $1 billion in assets held at

the Swiss bank by a company tied
to Ashok Leyland Ltd, one of the
group's most high-profile listed
companies and the world's third-
largest manufacturer of buses, the
report added. Opaque holding
structures -- through trusts and off-
shore entities -- make it difficult to
determine ownership of the con-
glomerate's companies. For
instance, the brothers' shares in
IndusInd Bank Ltd in Mumbai,
among the largest privately-owned
banks in India, are held in an entity
registered in Mauritius. Even the
brothers' domiciles complicate
matters. SP and Gopichand live in
London, Prakash resides in
Monaco, while Ashok stays in
Mumbai.

The group's organisation that
worked for the brothers may not for
third and fourth generation
Hindujas now taking the reins, the
report said. For instance, SP's 31-
year-old grandson Karam, appoint-
ed as the Swiss bank's CEO last
year, has a different take on the
ownership of his firm. "SP is the
founder and has always been the
sole shareholder and continues to
be of this institution. In the absence

of an overarching agreement,
members of our family have indi-
vidual shareholdings," he said.

Karam has renamed the bank SP
Hinduja Banque Privee, although
on the Hinduja Group website it is
still called Hinduja Bank
Switzerland.

The bank is small by Swiss pri-
vate banking standards, with about
1.7 billion Swiss francs ($1.8 billion)
in client assets. Nevertheless, it has
become a lightning rod for the dis-
pute, with Karam hinting that the
fight has tinges of misogyny since
the SP branch is dominated by
women, the report said. "It's shock-
ing; I simply cannot understand the
animosity that exists toward the SP
branch of the family," the Columbia
University graduate said, adding, "It
makes you wonder how even such
wealthy and somewhat westernised
and powerful individuals, what
their views truly are, maybe,
towards women. I don't know. It's
all I can think of." Karam's mother,
Shanu, who is the Swiss bank's
chairwoman, said her ascension at
the firm is "instructive", showing
her father's opposition "to the
sidelining of women".

Mogadishu|Agencies

At least eight peo-
ple were con-
firmed dead and

17 injured in a suicide
car bombing here early
Thursday, the police
said. 

A police officer at the
scene told Xinhua that
the death toll could rise after a suicide bomber targeted a
convoy escorting foreign security forces near a local school
in the Hodan district in Mogadishu. 

"At least eight were killed and 17 others injured in the
blast. The blast occurred in front of Muasir school and chil-
dren are among the casualties," the police officer, who
declined to be named, said on the phone. 

The police said the target was a convoy belonging to a
security firm that guards the UN personnel who were
reportedly travelling from Gordon training camp to Halane
base camp. 

Al-Shabab militants have claimed responsibility for the
latest attack in the restive city, Xinhua news agency report-
ed. The Somali National Army backed by the African Union
Mission in Somalia drove al-Shabab out of Mogadishu in
2011, but the terror group is still capable of conducting
attacks, targeting government installations, hotels, restau-
rants and public places.

Russia pulls out
majority of embassy
staff from N. Korea
Seoul|Agencies

Russia has with rawn
most of its embassy
staff from North

Korea, aSeoul official said
on Thursday, as pandemic-
driven shortages ofeveryday
commodities and anti-virus
restrictions have driven
many foreign diplomats out
of the country. 

NK News, a media outlet
on the North, reported ear-
lier that dozens of Russia's
embassy personnel left
Pyongyang on Wednesday
via train, leaving behind
only two diplomats, includ-
ing Ambassador Alexander
Matsegora, and techni-
cians. 

"Russia used to have a
large embassy that could
originally station around
100 people, but the govern-

ment understands that
most of them have left," the
official at the unification
ministry told reporters on
the customary condition of
anonymity. 

The official declined to
comment on the specifics
of the news report, Yonhap
news agency reported. 

Russian and Chinese
embassies are currently
among around nine for-
eignmissions that are left in
the North, while all person-
nel of eight UN agencies
have left, the official added.

Pyongyang has imposed
strict border controls and
restrictions since the start
of last year to prevent the
spread of the virus, leading
many countries, including
Britain and Germany, to
withdraw their 
diplomats there.

WESTERN EMBASSIES SUPPORT
REVIEW OF PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES IN LIBYA

Tripoli|Agencies

Some Western
embassies in Libya
expressed support for

the judicial review of presi-
dential candidates in the
country, calling upon all
parties to respect the deci-
sions to enable what they
described as "fair and
credible elections" slated
for December. In a joint
statement issued on
Wednesday, the embassies
of France, Germany, Italy,
Britain and the US in Libya
reaffirmed their supportfor
stability in Libya and their
"commitment to a Libyan-
led and Libyan-owned
political process facilitated
by the UN."Libya is set to
hold the presidential elec-
tions on December 24 as
part of a roadmap adopted
by the UN-sponsored

Libyan Political Dialogue
Forum in February,
Xinhua news agency
reported. The High
National Elections
Commission on
Wednesday announced
that 25 out of 98 candi-
dates for the presidential
election have been dis-
qualified based on recom-
mendations of the
Attorney General,
Criminal Investigation
Department, and the
Citizenship and Passport
Department. The commis-
sion also published a pri-
mary list of presidential
candidates containing 73
individuals.The North  has
been ripped apart by vio-
lence since the fall and
death of former leader
Muammar Gaddafi in
2011, in the aftermath of
Western intervention.

At least 8 killed in car
bombing in Somali capital

international
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Ex-Police
Commissioner of
Mumbai, Param Bir

Singh, recently declared a
'Proclaimed Offender' by
a Magistrate court,
reached the city on
Thursday morning and
joined the police investi-
gation into an alleged
extortion case registered
against him. 
Singh, who informed the
media on Wednesday that
he was in Chandigarh,
went to the Crime Branch
Unit 11 at Kandivali
Police Station to join the
probe as directed by the
Supreme Court. 
"I am joining the investi-
gation as directed by the
court," Singh told the
media after his arrival.
The IPS officer, who was

'untraceable' since last
May, is facing at least 5
extortion cases and a gov-
ernment-appointed
panel probe here. 
The apex court recently

granted him interim pro-
tection against arrest till
December 6. 
Singh, who was the
Commissioner of Police,
remained 'off-duty' for the
past nearly six months
after he was transferred as
Commandant-General of
Maharashtra State Home
Guards after the major
row following a SUV with
20 gelatin sticks found
abandoned near the
home of industrialist
Mukesh Ambani and the
death of its owner, Thane
businessman Mansukh
Hiran. 
Later, Singh created a
furore by his letter to
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray levelling alle-
gations of corruption
against the then home
minister and senior
Nationalist Congress
Party leader Anil
Deshmukh, who was
arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
and is currently in judi-
cial custody.

Devendra Fadnavis faces 
downsizing as his rivals get a leg-up

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Aseries of decisions by the
Bharatiya Janata Party cen-
tral leadership in recent

days has left former chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis looking isolat-
ed and weakened in a party that
once projected him as
Maharashtra's fresh-face, savvy,
Gen Next Hindutva leader, with
potential for elevation to the
national stage. 
Over the last three days, the pro-
motion of Vinod Tawde as BJP
general secretary from the posi-
tion of national secretary, and the
nomination of Chandrashekhar
Bawankule for the Maharashtra
Legislative Council polls, both
bete noire of Fadnavis, are being
seen as sure signs that the central
leadership is clipping the wings of
its former poster boy, making his
future as the face of the party
going into the 2024 elections
uncertain. Through his term in
office, Fadnavis had sidelined
Tawde, former education minister,
changing and trimming his
Cabinet portfolios often and final-
ly denying the Maratha leader a
ticket for the 2019 Assembly elec-
tions. Similarly, Bawankule, the
former power minister and an
OBC strongman in Nagpur, seen
as a protege of Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari, was also not given
a ticket, reportedly costing the BJP
at least six seats in the Vidarbha
region. 
"The rehabilitation of Tawde and
Bawankule marks the downsizing
of Fadnavis. Although we are not
questioning his ability or integrity,
the party will revert to pragmatic
politics. One-leader politics may
work at the Centre under
Narendra Modi but it is not going
to work in Maharashtra in 2024

polls. The party cannot antago-
nise the OBCs and Maratha com-
munity," said a BJP vice president,
calling the decision to deny tickets
to Tawde and Bawankule "a blun-
der." At the time, many had
described it as a "bold decision,"
but it left their constituencies con-
fused and betrayed. 
Bawankule's nomination for the
council poll is being seen by the
BJP as an outreach to the Teli
community in Vidarbha when the
party has been seen  nationally
and in Maharashtra ducking a
caste count for the enumeration
of OBCs. It is also seen as
strengthening the hands of
Gadkari at the expense of
Fadnavis. 
Another leader sidelined by
Fadnavis, the former state presi-
dent of the BJP, Raosaheb Danve,
is now Minister of State in the
Ministries of Railways, Coal and
Mines, at the Centre. 
"Patience pays in politics. This is a
loud message to every karyakarta
in party," Tawde, a seasoned
politician said. 
Bawankule, too, was restrained.
"The party has appointed me state
general secretary. Now it has
nominated me for council polls.
Why should I sulk about what
happened in past?" he said. 
But Eknath Khadse, who left the
BJP to join the NCP after being
sidelined by Fadnavis, was not so
diplomatic. "The writing on the
wall is clear for one and all. It was
just a matter of time. Fadnavis
played dirty politics. He finished
all his political competitors. This
happened because he enjoyed the
confidence of the central leader-
ship. But sooner rather than later,
things were bound to come to
light. I quit BJP as I was tired of
harassment. I left BJP only and

only because of Fadnavis,"he said. 
"I am happy Vinodji Tawde has
become national general secre-
tary. It is an important role which
was enacted by leaders like late
(Gopinath) Munde and (Pramod)
Mahajan in the past," was the only
reaction from Fadnavis. 
But a close aide said it was
"unfair" to target Fadnavis in mat-
ters of ticket distribution or
Cabinet berths as these are decid-
ed at core committee level and
approved by the central leader-
ship. 
Within the BJP, the view is that
after a successful five years as
Chief Minister of Maharashtra
during which he pushed "good
governance", Fadnavis failed to
evolve as an organisational man
and a team leader. When he was
brought in as Maharashtra BJP
president in April 2013, he was
seen as unifying the traditional
rival factions led by Nitin Gadkari
and Gopinath Munde. 
Eight years later, party insiders
blame him for the breakup of the
25-year-old alliance with Shiv
Sena while his hostility towards
those he viewed as in-house rivals
has given rise to more factional-
ism in the party. His open battle
with Munde's daughter Pankaja
led to many red faces in the party
which appeared to make amends
by releasing a postal stamp in her
father's honour on June 3 this
year. 
On the occasion, party President
JP Nadda made an impassioned
speech extolling the leadership of
Munde, perhaps the first sign of
the party's unhappiness with
Fadnavis. 
"The mistake Fadnavis made was
to depend on outsiders for impor-
tant issues…He relied on one
Neeraj Gunde as a mediator to

mend the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance.
He alienated all in-house experi-
enced leaders," said a party func-
tionary who did not wish to be
named. Praveen Darekar, from the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena,
was made Opposition leader in
the state council. Prasad Lad who
joined BJP from NCP became
Fadnavis's confidante, and an all-
powerful advisor. When contact-
ed, Gunde said: "I don't want to
comment, why should I break
anybody's trust?". Lad said it was
"ridiculous" to presume that
Fadnavis was "guided or misguid-
ed by a select few." He added:
"Whether it is Darekar or myself,
we are just one karyakarta."
Darekar was unavailable for com-
ment. A section within the BJP
blames these two "outsiders" for
"misleading" Fadnavis after the
2019 polls, leading to the collapse
of the pre-election alliance with
Shiv Sena when the results were
announced, and the formation of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi coalition
that denied BJP and Fadnavis
another term. 
Many party leaders in Delhi are
also of the view that he failed to
turn the tide against the MVA,
even through a year of crisis for
first-time chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray. "Even during the peak
of the Covid pandemic in
Mumbai, Fadnavis could not

muster support from the public
despite the state government's
mistakes," said a BJP central
leader. 
Sources in the BJP hinted that
Fadnavis's role in making "revela-
tions" in the Antilia bomb scare
case and the suspicious death of
Mansukh Hiren - for which
Fadnavis addressed a press con-
ference in the national capital -
also did not go down well within a
section of the leadership. 
In April, at the height of the
COVID second wave, he contro-
versially defended a move by Lad
and Darekar to source
Remdesivir on behalf of the BJP
from a Daman-based pharma
company, even though the Covid
drug, could be procured only by
the government. This hardly
helped the BJP's image in the
state. 
Asked about Fadnavis's manage-
ment of the state unit, a party
leader in Delhi quoted former
prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee: "Chhote dil se koi bada
nahi hota, toote dil se koi khada
nahi hota." 
Fadnavis was also tested when
he was sent as campaign manag-
er during the election in Bihar
last year but he made little differ-
ence to his party's fortunes as it
barely squeezed through with a
razor-thin majority.

'PROCLAIMED OFFENDER' PARAM BIR
SINGH REACHES MUMBAI, JOINS PROBE

"Shocked:" Patil On Mumbai
Ex-Top Cop's Claims Of Threats

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra Home Minister Dilip
Walse Patil today said he was

shocked to know that senior IPS officer
Param Bir Singh, who has earlier served as
the police commissioner of Mumbai and
Thane, should feel threat to his life. 
"I am shocked to know that a person who
has held the post of police commissioner
of Mumbai and Thane should feel threat
to his life," Walse Patil said. 
The minister was reacting to Param Bir
Singh's plea in the Supreme Court on

Monday that he is hiding as he faces
threat to his life. 
The Supreme Court on Monday gave him
protection from arrest in connection with
inquiries initiated against him by the
Maharashtra government, with his coun-
sel informing the court that "he is very
much in India but apprehends actions
being taken by the state of Maharashtra". 
Param Bir Singh, who has been declared a
proclaimed offender by a Mumbai court,
reached Mumbai on Thursday. On his
arrival in the city, he said he would join
the investigation as directed by the court. 
The IPS officer, who is facing several

extortion cases in Maharashtra had told
news channels on Wednesday that he was
in Chandigarh. 
Param Bir Singh has not reported to work
since May this year, after his transfer from
the post of Mumbai police commissioner
and his subsequent allegations of corrup-
tion against then Maharashtra home min-
ister Anil Deshmukh. 
He was transferred after Mumbai police
officer Sachin Waze was arrested in the
case of an SUV with explosives found near
industrialist Mukesh Ambani's house,
'Antilia' and the subsequent suspicious
death of businessman Mansukh Hiran.

Maharashtra Home
Minister Dilip Walse
Patil was reacting to

Former Mumbai
Police chief Param
Bir Singh's plea in
the Supreme Court
that he is hiding as
he faces threat to

his life

Covid-19: A mild third
wave likely in Dec, Centre
chides Maha for low testing
Team Absolute|Mumbai

AMaharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope
has cautioned that the

third wave of the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic is likely
to hit the state by December,
but it will be mild, here on
Wednesday. 
The minister's assertions
came a day after the Centre
chided the state for a drastic
fall in the testing rates - from
2.69 lakhs per day in May to
barely 98,000 now in Nov. 
Union Health Secretary
Ranjit Bhushan said in dis-
tricts of Akola, Amravati,
Buldhana, Dhule, Gondiya,
Hingoli, Nandurbar, Washim
and Yavamal, the testing rate
was lower than the WHO rec-
ommended 140 tests per mil-
lion daily. 
Minister Tope said that the
possible low impact of the
third wave would be due to
the good vaccination rate
achieved by the state in the
past few months. 
"Over 80 percent of the state's
eligible population is vacci-
nateda Infection is less and
reducing, while the mortality
rate is also nearing zero,"
Tope said, adding the vacci-
nation drive has played a
major role in curbing further
spread of Covid-19. 
Besides, he said that consid-
erable immunity and anti-

bodies are developed in the
youth, and despite the possi-
bility of the third wave, the
mild attack would not neces-
sitate huge requirements of
ICU care or medical oxygen. 
Nevertheless, Tope has urged
the Centre to widen the vac-
cination coverage by includ-
ing children between 12-18
years on priority. 
Topea¿s statement is signifi-
cant considering his meeting
last week with Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya in New Delhi. 
At that time, he proposed
Mandaviya to consider the
proposal to administer vac-
cine booster doses to all
healthcare workers ahead of
the likely third wave. 
The first Covid-19 wave came
in 2020, followed by the sec-
ond wave in early-2021, and
the third wave may hit next
month, though there is no
shortage of vaccines in the
state which is currently hav-
ing surplus stocks.

WWiitthhiinn  tthhee  BBJJPP,,  tthhee  vviieeww  iiss  tthhaatt  aafftteerr  aa  ssuucccceessssffuull  ffiivvee
yyeeaarrss  aass  CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  MMaahhaarraasshhttrraa  dduurriinngg  wwhhiicchh  hhee
ppuusshheedd  ""ggoooodd  ggoovveerrnnaannccee,,""  DDeevveennddrraa  FFaaddnnaavviiss  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo

eevvoollvvee  aass  aann  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnaall  mmaann  aanndd  aa  tteeaamm  lleeaaddeerr

Bombay HC commutes death punishment
to life for 3 in Shakti Mills gang-rape case 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Bombay High Court on
Thursday commuted to rigorous
life imprisonment the death sen-

tences awarded to three repeat offend-
ers, who were convicted for the brutal
gang-rape of a photo-journalist in the
Shakti Mills Compound in 2013. 
A division bench of Justice S.S. Jadhav
and Justice PK Chavan, while uphold-
ing the conviction, commuted the trial
court's 2014 order of Principal Judge
Shalini Phansalkar-Joshi, giving the
death penalty to the accused trio
Qasim Shaikh 'Bengali', 21, Salim
Ansari, 28 and Vijay Jadhav, 19. 
The verdict came in appeals filed by
the three convicts, who along with one

Siraj Rehman Khan and an unidenti-
fied minor were tried for the August 22,
2013 gang-rape which shook the
nation.  The judges ruled that the
Constitutional court cannot award
punishment based on public opinion
and though it may be contrary to the
majority view, the court followed the
procedure. 
The three convicts who became the
first in the country to be awarded
under the amended Indian Penal Code
Section 376 (E) providing for life term
in jail or death for rape cases or repeat
offenders, in the wake of the Delhi
Nirbhaya gang-rape case of December
2012 -- shall not be entitled to furlough
or parole while serving their rigorous
imprisonment for life. 

The incident took place late that
evening when the young woman
photo-journalist, along with a male col-
league, was on an assignment to the
defunct Shakti Mills Compound. 
There, they were waylaid for the four
young men and a minor boy, sparking
a nationwide outrage, and the Mumbai
Police managed to arrest all the
accused within a week. 
Subsequently, another victim, a 19-
year old telephone operator also
approached the police a month later to
complain against the same five young-
sters at the same venue on July 31,
2013, three weeks before the second
incident. Both the victim women iden-
tified the accused, and the two cases
were heard simultaneously and in

March 2014, the Sessions Court
Principal Judge Phansalkar-Joshi found
the four adults guilty in each case,
while two minors were tried by the
Juvenile Justice Board.  Subsequently,
the prosecution sought permission to
invoke the IPC Section 376(E) against
the convicts which was allowed, the
court sentenced the trio of Shaikh,
Ansari and Jadhav to death as it was
"the rarest of rare cases", while one was
awarded a life sentence. 
In the Bombay High Court, the public
prosecutor Deepak Salvi, along with
Sanil Salvi argued for the highest pun-
ishment since it was the 'rarest of rare
cases' as their acts amounted to devas-
tation of social trust, led to a fear psy-
chosis due to the brutal, barbaric and

diabolical nature of the crime, all the
accused threatening to kill the victim,
committing the violence brutal sexual
assault involving anal and oral sex. 
The Amicus Curiae, advocate Yug M.
Choudhary, assisted by lawyer Payoshi
Roy -- appointed for the accused --
argued against the death sentence say-
ing the accused were not given any
opportunity to defend or reform them-
selves. 
He explained how the accused were
never exposed to any correctional
influence, their socio-economic cir-
cumstance, no schooling, were used to
a life of abject violence and did not
deserve the death penalty especially
when the maximum punishment for
the offence was 20 years.

Physical classes to
resume for all students

from December 1

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra educa-
tion minister
Varsha Gaikwad

said on Thursday all
schools across the state will
reopen for physical classes
from December 1. 
She said the Uddhav

Thackeray-led government
took a decision on the mat-
ter during the day's cabinet
meeting. 
Students from classes 1 to
12 will be able to attend
offline session from the
beginning of the next
month, Gaikwad said. 
"After discussing with the

CM, cabinet and paediatric
task force, the state cabinet
has decided to reopen
schools from classes 1-4 in
rural areas and classes 1-7
in urban areas from
December 1. We are com-
mitted to safe resumption
of schools," Gaikwad said. 
According to reports, a pro-

posal in this regard had ear-
lier been cleared by the
state health department
and the Covid-19 task force. 
On Wednesday, health
minister Rajesh Tope said
the state paediatric task
force was in in favour of
resuming physical school
for classes 1 to 4.

Maharashtra education minister Varsha
Gaikwad said students from classes 1 to 12
will be able to attend offline session from

the beginning of the next month



I've made
mistakes

KANYE'S PUBLIC PLEA TO REUNITE WITH KIM

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rapper Kanye West
has said that he
"made mistakes" in
his marriage to real-
ity TV star Kim

Kardashian and declared "I need
to be back home".

He made the confession dur-
ing an emotional speech at Los
Angeles Mission's Annual
Thanksgiving event in Los
Angeles this week, reports

femalefirst.co.uk.
West, who has legally changed

his name to Ye, shared how God
wants him to reunite with Kim, who
is now reportedly dating 28-year-old
actor-and-comedian Pete Davidson,
and their four kids at home.

He said: "The narrative God
wants is to see that we can be
redeemed in all these relation-
ships. We've made mistakes. I've
made mistakes. I've publically
done things that were not
acceptable as a husband, but
right now today, for whatever
reason e I didn't know I was
going to be in front of this mic e

but I'm here to change the narrative."
The rapper then pleaded: "I have to be

next to my children as much as possible.
So, when I'm out the house, I've got a
house right next to the house. I'm doing
everything to be right next to the situation
e I'm trying to express this in the most
sane way, the most calm way possible, but
I need to be back home."

The impassioned speech comes after
West shared he is trying to "keep (his) fam-
ily together" earlier this month.

The 'Heartless' rapper's comments
came after the first part of the podcast saw
him state he wants to stay with Kim, and
claimed their brood "want their parents to
stay together".

The rapper went on to claim "the
media" didn't want him and Kim to be
together and
said he'd
spoke to his
pastor about
his marriage
and "wanting
to put his
family back
together".
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Ashley Daley

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Zoe Kravitz, who is playing Catwoman alongside the
former 'Twilight' star Robert Pattinson, who takes on the
title role in 'The Batman' and has assured fans that his

transformation is something to be amazed by.
She said: "Rob is perfect for this role. He was incredible. His

transformation was out of this world. (Director) Matt Reeves has a
lot of heart, and he cares so much for these characters. I'm just
very excited for him to be able to go on vacation because he
deserves it.""I hope the fans love it because we put a lot of work
into this", reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Pattison previously said that while he admitted his time on
'Twilight', playing Batman came with its fair share of pressure and
expectation, but ultimately felt "confident" in taking on the iconic
role, which has previously been played by such stars as Adam
West, Ben Affleck and George Clooney.

He said: "There's a slightly different feeling when you know
loads and loads of people are going to watch something you're
working on. I weirdly enjoyed it during Twilight, the idea that
you can mess it up. I guess I felt confident. I wanted to be on
the big stage."Kravitz's comments on her co-star come soon
after it was reported that she is "getting to know" boyfriend
Channing Tatum's eight-year-old daughter Everly.

ROBERT PATTINSON AS
BATMAN IS 'INCREDIBLE':
ZOE KRAVITZ

TAYLOR SWIFT,
KANYE WEST WERE
LAST-MINUTE 
ADDITIONS FOR TOP
GRAMMY AWARDS
Los Angeles | Agencies

The Recording Academy decided to expand the num-
ber of Grammy nominees just 24 hours before the list
was announced on Tuesday - to the benefit of artistes

including Kanye West, Taylor Swift, ABBA and Lil Nas X,
according to a report in the New York Times.

The move, which saw the list of nominees in the top
four general categories grow from eight nominees to 10,
was positioned as a natural progression by CEO Harvey
Mason jr. when asked about it by Variety on Monday.

"We saw it as an incredible opportunity for us to honour
more artistes and shine a light on more great music, and
potentially offer a greater opportunity for more genres of
music to be honoured," he said, reports variety.com.

As for the abruptness of the move, "It's something that
we've talked about for quite some time but it ended up
happening fairly recently," he said. "We looked at the vot-
ing and the amount of submissions (for the 2022
Grammys) and saw it as a great opportunity."

Advance lists of the nominees, which are traditionally
serviced to the media 24 hours before the announcement,
arrived much later than usual on Monday.

Sources tell Variety that the expansion of the top lists
was the cause of the delay.
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Actor Jared Leto, who stars in
'House of Gucci' alongside
Lady Gaga, shared that he was

dismissed from his job as a teenager
for selling drugs. He said: "I think
audiences will be very surprised.
It's in theatres, which is fun to have
a film that's exclusively in theatres,
and I'm excited about that because
I love going to the movies. I actual-
ly worked at a movie theatre when
I was a kid. And I got fired for sell-
ing weed out the back door. I was

just an entrepreneur."The 'Thirty
Seconds to Mars' frontman was speaking on 'The Ellen

DeGeneres Show' when he made the admissions, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.TV host Ellen, 63, replied: "You were hustling. Trying to sell popcorn
and weed at the same time. What's wrong with that?" to which Jared jokingly replied:
"They go well together, some say."The Academy Award winning-star has previously
elaborated on his cannabis-selling past, as he explained to W Magazine back in 2014.

London | Agencies

Season 2 of 'Lord of the Rings', which grabbed international
headlines when the streaming player Amazon Prime
Videos moved locations from New Zealand to the UK, has

set its first filming locations.
The move, which was a major upset for the New Zealand

production sector, is especially momentous given the UK relo-
cation marks the first time any of the modern 'Lord of the Rings'
live-action, on-screen projects have been produced outside of
New Zealand, including 'The Hobbit' trilogy, reports
variety.com.Sources close to production say Bray Film Studios
and Bovingdon Airfield will be the initial production facilities
used to film the big-budget series.

Pre-production is set to begin in the second quarter of 2022.
Based in Maidenhead, to the west of London, Bray Film

Studios boasts almost 54,000 square feet and a 183,000-square-
foot backlot.'Mamma Mia' and 'Rocketman' are among the pro-
ductions to have used the studio, as well as the series
'Bodyguard' and 'Dracula'.As is expected for such a sprawling
production, more filming locations for 'Lord of the Rings' will
be scouted in time.Amazon confirmed earlier this year that
Season 1 will debut globally on the streamer on September 2,
2022, with episodes rolling out on a weekly basis.

'LORD OF
THE RINGS'
OTT SERIES
TO BE SHOT
AT UK 

JEREMY RENNER PRAISES 'HAWKEYE' CO-STAR HAILEE STEINFELD
Los Angeles | Agencies

Marvel Studios' has landed the
arrow right on target with
'Hawkeye'. The miniseries that

premiered on Disney+ Hotstar
Wednesday, follows the story of Clint
Barton as he teams up with his greatest
fan and protege, Kate Bishop, to tackle
the outlaws in the post-Blip New York
City.

The series which follows the events
after the 'Avengers: Endgame', borrows
heavily from Matt Fraction and David
Aja's comic run 'Hawkeye'.

The starcast and creators of the series
recently shared their experiences from
the shoot and their choices with

regards to their characters and the
show. Jeremy Renner, who reprises the
titular role, praised his co-star Hailee
Steinfeld in the series and was
impressed by her preparedness.

He said, "She came in very, very pre-
pared, she was ready. While it's pretty

awesome. (Though) It's pretty sad that
it makes me feel old that I see a lot of
people come in and see a lot of people
go (in the Marvel Cinematic Universe),
I'm, like, a grandpa (laughs)".

For Hailee, who plays Kate Bishop,
the series is very special as it allowed
her to be a part of the MCU.
Responding to what drew her to this
character, the actress said, "I really did
feel like playing this character, it sort of
forced me to find a confidence, a deter-
mination and discipline that has always
been inside me, but I really had to real-
ly bring it out of myself for this and do
justice to this character. I feel so lucky
to be playing a character that is loved
by so many."



Duba|Agencies

With nearly 10,000 hours of live coverage
across TV and digital platforms in 200
countries, the 2021 ICC Men's T20 World

Cup delivered a record viewership globally, the
cricket's global governing body said on Thursday.

The tournament returned after five years and
saw an increased viewership and consumption in
India, Pakistan, UK, Australia and the strategic mar-
ket of USA.

The event, the biggest ever cricket tournament to
be staged in the UAE and Oman, broke viewership
records in several regions, including garnering a
record television reach of 167 million, and a record
consumption of 15.9 billion minutes in India on the
Star India Network, for the highly-anticipated
India-Pakistan clash. The encounter is now the
most viewed T20I match in history, exceeding the
previous high of the India-West Indies semi-final

match from the 2016 edition of the ICC event held
in India. The overall TV consumption for the full
tournament in India was recorded at 112 billion
minutes, this despite India's early exit from the

tournament. Meanwhile, digital consumption for
the tournament saw an explosive growth on
Disney+ Hotstar in India, adding significantly to the
overall television viewership in the market.
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IYER, JADEJA, AND GILL FIFTIES HELP
INDIA TAKE OPENING DAY HONOURS 

Argentina, Netherlands, Spain
rain goals as records tumble

Bhubaneswar|Agencies

In a goal-fest at the FIH Odisha Hockey
Men's Junior World Cup 2021, the record
for biggest margin of victory was set twice

within hours as big guns Argentina, The
Netherlands and Spain thrashed lower-
ranked teams at the Kalinga Stadium on
Thursday.

The first three
matches on the
second day of the
competition pro-
duced 48 goals
with Argentina
setting the record
for the win by the
biggest margin
before Spain
rewrote it.

Argentina, who
won the title in 2005, set the ball rolling with
a 14-0 win against African minnows Egypt, in
the process setting India's record for the
biggest win that India had set in beating
Singapore 13-0 in the Junior World Cup in
1982.The Netherlands then handed South
Korea a 12-5 thrashing to set the record for
most goals in a match as both teams com-
bined to produce 17 goals.

Spain, who had defeated India in a penalty
shoot-out to win their lone bronze medal in
2005, then handed the United States an
absolute shellacking, handing them a 17-0
verdict to set the record for a win with the
biggest margin and equalling the record for
most goals scored in a match.

Miles Bukkens of the Netherlands was the

star of the day as he blasted home five goals
including a hat-trick while Gerard Clapes of
Spain scored four goals on the day it rained
goals at the Kalinga stadium.

Argentina rode on a hattrick by Facundo
Zarate and a brace of goals each by Lautaro
Domene, and Bautista Capurro to hand
Egypt a 14-0 thrashing in a Pool D match.

The remaining seven goals were shared
between them by Francisco Ruiz, Franco
Agostini, Ignacio Nardolillo, Mendez Lucio,
Joaquin Kruger, Stellato Bruno, and Joaquin
Toscani -- scoring a goal each.

IINNDDIIAA  VV  NNEEWW  ZZEEAALLAANNDD  11SSTT  CCRRIICCKKEETT  TTEESSTT  MMAATTCCHH

G Sathiyan keeps India's
singles hopes alive

Houston|Agencies

Indian paddler Sathiyan Gnanasekaran
advanced to the men's singles round of 32
at the 2021 World Table Tennis

Championships Finals with a 4-0 win over
Table Tennis Federation of Russia's Vladimir
Sidorenko, here.

The world number 37 from India beat
Sidorenko 11-9, 11-9, 11-8, 11-6 in the round
of 64 on Wednesday to set up a third-round
clash against Nigeria's Quadri Aruna. With the
win, Sathiyan kept India's singles challenge
alive at the tournament as Ayhika Mukherjee
lost in women's singles.

Up against Japan's Hina Hayata, the current
world No 18, Ayhika lost 0-4 (5-11, 4-11, 3-11,
4-11).

Notably, Sathiyan and Ayhika were the only
Indian singles players who had managed to
progress after the opening round of matches
on Tuesday.

In men's double', India's Anthony Amalraj

and Harmeet Desai lost 2-3 (11-8, 9-11, 9-11,
11-5, 8-11) against the Nigerian duo Olajide
Omotayo and Bode Abiodun in the round of
64. The team of G Sathiyan and Sharath Ka'al,
India's top dr'ws in men's doubles, have got a
first-round bye and will start their campaign
from the round of 32 on Thursday.Tokyo
Olympian Sutirtha Mukherjee a'd her
women's doubles partner Madhurika Patka'
too couldn't get past the first round, after they
lost 0-3 (3-11, 7-11, 4-11) 'o Singapore's Goi
Rui Xuan and Wong Xin Ru.Manika Batra and
Archana Kamath will be in action from the
second round after a first-round bye.

Jr Hockey World Cup

Kanpur|Agencies

F
ighting half-centuries by
Shreyas Iyer, Ravindra
Jadeja, and Shubman Gill
helped India take the hon-
ours on the first day of the

first Test against New Zealand at the
Green Park Stadium here on
Thursday.

After winning the toss and electing
to bat first on a pitch that had some
cracks and variable bounce, India

had done all things right in the
morning, propped up by a 61-run
partnership between Gill and
Cheteshwar Pujara (26). Gill, after
surviving lbw calls early on, was at
ease against Ajaz Patel, taking him
for four fours and oozed confidence
in smashing the left-arm spinner for
a straight six while marching towards
his fourth half-century in the format.

Everything was going serene for
India till New Zealand fought back in
the second session, taking three
wickets for 72 runs in 27 overs, with
Jamieson being the chief destroyer
on a day in which spinners went
wicketless and bled runs in 52 overs.
Jamieson, who constantly probed

the off-stump channel and had
Mayank Agarwal (13) nicking behind
to keeper Tom Blundell in the eighth
over, struck in the sixth ball post-
lunch. Gill, trying to defend forward,
inside-edged a full nip-backer to his
stumps.

Jamieson then caused trouble for
Pujara and Rahane, even hitting the
India vice-captain on the glove. 

Iyer, who was almost caught out
while going for a big shot early in the
innings off left-arm spinner Ajaz
Patel, got two boundaries and sur-
vived a close lbw shout off off-spin-
ner William Somerville as well, going
into 17 off 31 balls at tea. The 26-
year-old began the final session by

driving an overpitched Rachin
Ravindra delivery through the cover.
He would go on to take three bound-
aries 'ff Ravindra's left-arm spin,
including back-to-back ones in the
64th over. Iyer then slowed down
and dealt in singles, one of which led
to reaching his maiden half-century
in 94 balls, becoming the 63rd Indian
batter to reach the landmark on
de'ut.

Patel's re-int'oduction didn't
change things as Iyer cut him late
through backward point.

On the other hand, Jadeja
smashed the odd boundary while
rotating the strike. The duo were
largely untroubled through an odd
ball from Somerville did trouble the
latter. While Jadeja got a thick outer
edge from Southee for a boundary,
Iyer continued to cut Patel twice
through off-side followed by lofting
sweetly over long-on. The last scor-
ing shot of the day was Iyer smash-
ing Somerville for a six over deep
mid-wicket, ending making 58 runs
off 72 balls in the final session.

At stumps, called early due
to bad light, India are 258/4
in 84 overs with Iyer (75
not out off 136 balls) and
Jadeja (50 not out off 100
balls) building an unbeaten
113-run stand after Kyle
Jamieson and Tim Southee
reduced India to 145/4 in
49.2 overs. the visitors had
clawed back their way in
the second session after
Gill had helped India take
honours in the first session
by scoring his third Test
half-century (52 off 93
balls).

Brief scores
India 258/4 in 84 overs (Shreyas Iyer
batting 75, Shubman Gill 52, Ravindra
Jadeja batting 50; Kyle Jamieson 3/47,
Tim Southee 1/43) against New
Zealand.

FRANCE ASSURED OF QF
BERTH AFTER SECOND WIN
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  FFrraannccee  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt
tteeaamm  ttoo  vviirrttuuaallllyy  aassssuurree  tthheemmsseellvveess  aa
ssppoott  iinn  tthhee  qquuaarrtteerr--ffiinnaallss  wwiitthh  aa  ddoommii--
nnaanntt  77--11  wwiinn  aaggaaiinnsstt  PPoollaanndd  iinn  aa  GGrroouupp
BB  mmaattcchh  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  sseeccoonndd  wwiinn  iinn  tthhee  FFIIHH
OOddiisshhaa  HHoocckkeeyy  MMeenn''ss  JJuunniioorr  WWoorrlldd  CCuupp
22002211  hheerree  oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy..  FFrraannccee,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd
ssttuunnnneedd  hhoossttss  aanndd  ddeeffeennddiinngg  cchhaammppii--
oonnss  IInnddiiaa  55--44  iinn  tthheeiirr  ooppeenniinngg  mmaattcchh  oonn
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  ssccoorreedd  tthhrreeee  ggooaallss  iinn  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  qquuaarrtteerr  aass  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  aallllooww
PPoollaanndd  ttoo  ppllaayy  tthheeiirr  ggaammee  aanndd  rreeggiiss--
tteerreedd  aa  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  vviiccttoorryy  aatt  tthhee
KKaalliinnggaa  SSttaaddiiuumm  hheerree..
Results
Argentina beat Egypt 14-0
Netherlands beat Korea 12-5
Spain beat United States 17-0
France beat Poland 7-1

World TT C'ships ICC T20 WC 2021

India-Pak match becomes
most watched T20I in history

Adelaide Strikers thrash Melbourne
Renegades in WBBL final

Adelaide|Agencies

With the help of Dane van
Niekerk blistering knock,
Adelaide Strikers belted their

way into the WBBL final with a bril-
liant nine-wicket win over the
Melbourne Renegades here on
Thursday.After electing to field, the
Adelaide Strikers restricted the
Melbourne Renegades to a paltry 83/8
in 20 overs and then successfully
chased down the target with 55 balls
to spare.The Renegades got off to a
disastrous start as they lost their skip-
per Josephine Dooley for a golden
duck off the first delivery of the game
by Megan Schutt (2/23). The
Renegades managed to score 83/8 in
their innings, with all-rounder Ella
Hayward was their top-scorer (18*).

Strikers' fast bowler Darcie Brown
scalped two wickets in her four overs.

Needing a mere 84 runs to book

their place in the WBBL final, opener
Van Niekerk attacked the Renegades
bowlers as she smashed 43 off 30
balls (5 fours and a six).Opener Katie
Mack (31*) and Proteas star batter
Laura Wolvaardt (9*) then guided the
Strikers home.The Adelaide Strikers
will now face the Perth Scorchers in
the much-anticipated WBBL final on
Saturday. Three South Africans will

feature in the WBBL final, with Van
Niekerk and Wolvaardt facing
Scorchers all-rounder Marizanne
Kapp in Perth.Brief scores;
Melbourne Renegades: 83/8 in 20
overs (Ella Hayward 18*, Darcie
Brown 2/9, Megan Schutt 2/23)
Adelaide Strikers: 86/1 in 10.5 overs
(Dane van Niekerk 43, Katie Mack
31*, Carly Leeson 1/5).

INDONESIA OPEN 2021

SINDHU REACHES QUARTERS WITH EASY WIN
Bali|Agencies

India's PV
Sindhu on
Thursday

advanced to the
women's sin-
gles quarter-
finals of the
Indonesia Open
2021 by beating
Yvonne Li of Germany in
straight games in the top-
tier BWF World Tour Super
1000 event.Sindhu seeded
third for this event, was in
dominant form against the
World No 26 Yuonne, and
won the match 21-12, 21-18
in just 37 minutes. After the
initial exchanges in the first
game, the two players went
neck-and-neck as Sindhu
maintained a two-point
lead at 6-4. She won seven
consecutive points in this
game as she took a 16-9

lead before going on to win
the game 21-12.Yuonne
came up with a better per-
formance in the second
game as she remained in
close chase of Sindhu as the
26-year-old from
Hyderabad maintained an
upper hand, wrapping up
the game and match on her
second game point.In the
quarter-finals, Sindhu will
take on the winner of the
match between South
Korea's Sim Yu-jin and
Spain's Beatriz Corrales.

Ireland announce
squads for US,
West Indies tour
Dublin|Agencies

Ireland on Thursday named
a 15-man squad for the
three-match ODI series

against the US in December
as well as the World Cup
Super League series against
West Indies in January.Leg
spinner Ben White, who
made his T20I debut against
South Africa earlier in the
year, has received his maiden
call-up to Ireland's ODI
squad, which will be led by
Andrew Balbirnie on the US
and West Indies tour."The
selection of Ben White for the
ODI squad shows a vote of

confidence in the young leg-
spinner's talent, and we see
him adding variation for
Andrew Balbirnie to call on,"
said Andrew White, the Chair
of National Men's Selectors.
Selectors also named a
squad of 15 for the T20Is
against the US and West
Indies. Josh Little is a notable
absentee, who will miss the
T20I leg of the US tour for
participation in the Lanka
Premier League. Little, how-
ever, will join the squad
ahead of the ODI series
against USA, and stay on
until the end of the West
Indies tour.

ISL 2021-22: FC Goa, Jamshedpur
FC look to register their first win

Goa|Agencies

FC Goa and Jamshedpur FC will look
to register their first win in the
Indian Super League 2021-22

match at the Athletic Stadium Bambolin
here on Friday. Speaking to the media
ahead of the game in the pre-match press
conference, Juan Ferrando shared his
thoughts on the performance in the last
game and the team's plans for the future
in regards to the youngsters. The season-
opener saw Juan Ferrando name a fairly
inexperienced line-up at the back.
Leander D'Cunha and Sanson Pereira

made their second ISL starts while Papuia
made his ISL debut. While the trust might
not be fully vindicated, Ferrando
preached patience when it comes to the
youngsters. "To be honest, I trust Leander,
I trust Papuia and I have trust in Sanson.
Of course, they don't have a lot of experi-
ence, but they can only get that experi-
ence when you play," added Ferrando.
The loss in the season-opener was only
the fifth time since the beginning of the
2017/18 season that Goa have gone
down by a three-goal margin and the
first time Ferrando further aired
where he felt the team lacked.

1st Test: Mendis' fifer help Sri Lanka
to beat West Indies by 187 runs

Galle|Agencies

Ramesh Mendis scalped
five wickets as Sri
Lanka comprehensive-

ly defeated West Indies by
187 runs in the first Test of
the two-match series at the
Galle International Stadium
on Thursday.

Resuming Day 5 on 52/6,
overnight batters Joshua Da
Silva and Nkrumah Bonner
defied Sri Lanka for 173
balls as they put up a 100-
run partnership in 44.4-
overs.

However, right on the

cusp of the lunch break,
Lasith Embuldeniya got the
better of Da Silva (54) and
West Indies was reduced to
118/7, still needing 230 to
win. With Da Silva's dis-
missal, West Indies' chances
of securing a draw dipped
substantially. The Number
10 batsman Jomel Warrican

tried hard to negotiate the
Sri Lankan bowlers, saw out
20 balls before he gave a
bat-pad catch to silly mid-
off.

Shannon Gabriel, whom
Bonner was trying desper-
ately to shield from the
strike, was also squared up
and caught at slip off
Embuldeniya, after a six-ball
stay. Bonner remained
unbeaten on 68 off 220 balls.
The last two batters were
dismissed cheaply and in
the end, Sri Lanka registered
a 187-run win to gain a 1-0
lead in the two-match



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Superstar Salman Khan revealed on the show
'Sa Re Ga Ma Pa' how everyone had told
him not to do the film 'Tere Naam', but he

still went on to do it as he also opened up about
shaving his head for the 2003 movie.

Salman said: "Not many people know but
there's a very interesting story behind my look in 'Tere Naam'. I was actually
shooting for another film when the producer of 'Tere Naam' and a very dear
friend of mine Sunil Manchanda came up to me and said that I'll have to go bald
to get into my character. I was not really sure because I was already doing a film
at that time and I still remember I was down with fever one day, and the director
of the other film was pestering me to attend the shoot."

Contestant Neelanjana's performance to the title track of 'Tere Naam' made
Salman nostalgic. He recalled how he shaved his head to get into the skin of his
character."I impulsively went to the washroom and shaved my hair out of irrita-
tion. The next day, I called up Sunil ji and said that I had shaved my hair and am

willing to sign up for 'Tere Naam'. Everyone
was actually against me doing this

film, but for some reason, I want-
ed to do it, and irrespective

of everyone's disagree-
ment I went on to

take up the role of
'Radhe

Mohan'," he
added.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Lionsgate Play, the premium
streaming service from
Lionsgate India has

announced its first Hindi origi-
nal series, "Hiccups and
Hookups" starring talented
actors like Lara Dutta, Prateik
Babbar and Shinnova. Directed
by Kunal Kohli, it is India's first
ever bold and progressive family
show that will be available in 8
countries- India, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives
and Nepal. The show will pre-
miere on Friday, 26th Nov 2021
and will be available in English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu and
Bengali. 'Hiccups and Hookups'
revolves around Vasudha Rao
(Lara Dutta) a newly separated
single mother living with her
brother Akhil Rao (Prateik
Babbar) and her daughter

Kavanya Khattar (Shinnova). The sassy yet heart-warming series opens doors to accept-
ing a dysfunctional family without any judgment. The lead characters coach each

other through the crazy world of dating while raising Vasudha's teenage daughter.
The closeness and transparency between the leads allow them to share

the good, bad, and ugly sides of their relationships with each
other. 'Hiccups & Hookups' explores sibling relationship at its
core. It showcases how today's siblings are there for each other

and how they discuss everything with each other including their
sex lives. 

GULSHAN GROVER:
PLAYING NEGATIVE
CHARACTERS IS LIKE
THERAPY FOR ME
Mumbai: Gulshan Grover's foray into the
OTT space has been much talked about.
The iconic 'Bad Man' of Hindi cinema
was recently seen on SonyLIV's 'Your
Honor 2' as Gurjot Pannu, a charismatic
mogul with his share of secrets. 

Over
the
years,
the
actor
has
made a
mark for
himself
by play-
ing neg-
ative
charac-
ters, and
he believes playing such roles act like
therapy for him.

The actor says, "Playing negative char-
acters doesn't affect me, in fact they puri-
fy me. It's like therapy or a detox treat-
ment. In many spiritual remedies, they
say when you are sad, cry it out. You
should take it out of your system.
Similarly, for me, playing negative roles
has been like therapy. It cleanses me
completely (sic)."

He adds, "After shooting, I am calmer
and relaxed. Many actors claim that
when they play negative roles
they carry it even after the
shoot. I don't under-
stand that; it's the
opposite for me." AFTAB

SHIVDASANI: I'VE

BEEN TYPECAST FOR MOST

OF MY CAREER
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Aftab Shivdasani is receiving praise for his per-

formance in his latest web series 'Special Ops 1.5:

The Himmat Story'.While the show, starring Kay

Kay Menon, has given Aftab a chance to showcase his

skill as an actor, he says that for the longest time he did

not get a chance to do so as more often he was getting

typecast.Starting his career as a child actor with the film

'Mr India' he has appeared in other films like 'Awwal

Number', 'Shahenshah' and 'ChaalBaaz'. After making

his debut in Bollywood as a lead actor with 'Mast',

Aftab was mostly seen in comedy films like 'Awara

Paagal Deewana' and 'Hungama' to name a few.

However, with a character like Aditya Singh

Rathore in 'Poision 2' last year and now his por-

trayal of Vijay Kumar in the espionage thriller

'Special Ops 1.5: The Himmat Story', the

audience has got a chance to see a new

side of Aftab.
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This second edition of
'Satyameva Jayate' boasts of a
larger-than-life projection

from its very first frame. It is a fan-
tasy or masala film catering strictly
to the masses, where one needs to
leave their sensibilities behind to
enjoy it. Despite this, the film is a
tedious fare.Set in Lucknow, and
narrated in a non-linear manner,
'Satyameva Jayate 2' is the convo-

luted story of the Azaad family,
where Dadasaheb Balram Azaad, a
righteous farmer fighting for the
farmers' rights is killed during the
farmer's agitation, but not before
saying, "Yeh desh main, corruption
mitega ya mera lahu bahegae"

Twenty-five years later, his twin
sons; Jay an officer in the police
force and Satya a politician, are his
torchbearers, who, when not per-
forming their respective profes-
sional roles moonlight as hooded
vigilantes and at the very onset of

the narrative state, "Ab ya toh cor-
ruption mitega ya beimaan ka lahu
bahega!"

And blood flows while the vigi-
lante brothers deal with various
issues like doctors strike in
Government Hospitals, food poi-
soning cases in schools, repri-
manding irresponsible government
officials who are deputed to deal
with pension dues, and those
responsible for the collapse of a fly-
over. They also bring to book those
responsible for the rape of a young
woman.As mentioned earlier, sen-
sibilities aside, the script is laden
with cinematic liberties that want
to make you cringe. A case in point
is when Jay and Satya's mother
Suhasini, who was in a coma for 25
years, suddenly comes to her sens-
es, leaves the hospital, and lands
up where the action is taking place.
Apart from this, at one stage, the
telling is more of an absurd come-
dy than an action film.

Except for the fans of John
Abraham who would be thrilled
with getting a triple dose of their
favourite action hero as Dadasaheb
Azaad, Jay, and Satya, the others
would wince seeing too much of a
non-performing actor.

John has a good screen presence,
and he looks good in 'poser shots,'
but his acting abilities are highly
questionable. Emoting is not his
strong point, and this can be
noticed when his lips do not sync
with the lyrics in the songs or when
he mouths his dialogues sans emo-
tions.

Divya Khosla Kumar as Satya's
wife Vidya and Gautami Kapoor as
Dadasaheb's wife Suhasini, are
earnest in their delivery.

Mounted with exuberant pro-
duction values, each frame of the
film is poster perfect but the loud
deafening background score along
with the absurd narrative mars the
viewing experience.

'SATYAMEVA JAYATE 2' CATERS TO AN AUDIENCE OF A DIFFERENT ERA

Direction: Milap Milan Zaveri
Cast: John Abraham, Divya

Khosla Kumar, Harsh Chhaya, Anup
Soni, Gautami Kapoor, Zakir
Hussain, Nora Fatehi

Ratings: **1/2 (two and half
stars)

FILM
REVIEW

TROY RIBEIRO

TTeeaamm  AAbbssoolluuttee||MMuummbbaaii

Aakanksha Singh started her film
journey with a memorable perform-
ance in Varun Dhawan and Alia-star-

rer Badrinath Ki Dulhania as Alia's friend.
Since then, she has been missing from the
Hindi film screens. But she utilised the
time by making her Kannada film debut
with Pailwaan, followed by her Tamil
debut with Clap. And now, she is all set to
take the Hindi film industry by storm again
with a lot of exciting projects in her kitty. 

However, before she gets to that,
Aakanksha recently created waves with the
gorgeous pictures from her recent mini-
vacation  in the Maldives. Aakanksha just
slayed all her looks. 

The actress' travelogue from The
Maldives has been impressive to say the
least and now it looks like she might get to
do it as a profession. The travel show that
Aakanksha has been approached for aims
to showcase and explore places where
some famous Bollywood films were shot,
thus catering to the travel audience and
also the Bollywood buffs. 

Meanwhile, Aakanksha has an enviable
line up in the offing that includes playing
Ajay Devgn's wife in Mayday, also featuring
Amitabh Bachchan and Rakul Preet Singh.
Apart from that, she also has a Telugu
anthology film titled Meetcute and she is
also rumoured to be a part of Shah Rukh
Khan's next with director Atlee.

Aakanksha
Singh's viral 
pictures from the
Maldives land
her a hosting gig
for a travel show

GGeett  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  LLiioonnssggaattee
PPllaayy''ss  ffiirrsstt  ##NNooFFiilltteerr  ffaammiillyy
ddrraammaa  HHiiccccuuppss  &&  HHooookkuuppss  

Salman
recalls
how he
went bald
for 'Tere
Naam'
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