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NBDSA RAPS NEWS CHANNELS FOR MISREPORTING, CALLING FARMERS 'KHALISTANIS', TERMS IT AS 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The News Broadcasting and
Digital Standards Authority
has found that the news
channel Zee News has vio-
lated the ethics code with

three videos broadcast by it, in which
the channel linked farmers protesting
against the three laws to Khalistanis
and falsely reported that the Indian
flag was removed from the Red Fort
on January 26, 2021.

News of the NBDSA's decision
comes a day after news broke that the
body had concluded that debates on
the February 2020 Delhi riots con-
ducted by two Times Now anchors -
Rahul Shivshankar and Padmaja
Joshi - were not conducted in an
"impartial and objective manner".

This order, like the Zee News order,
is dated November 19, 2021, and is
signed by NBDSA chairperson Justice
(retired) A.K. Sikri.

The NBDSA order notes that the
complaint, filed by activist Indrajeet
Ghorpade, was regarding pro-
grammes aired in two shows on

January 19, 20 and 26.
The programmes violated no fewer

than eight guidelines, including the
dictum that reports should not sensa-
tionalise or create panic, distress or
undue fear, among others.

The programmes, Ghorpade's
complaint said, used unverified
videos which were not connected to
the farmers' protests at all, including
one of a charity event in Germany
which had tractors decorated with
festive lights.

Ghorpade's complaints also
alleged that the channel had misre-
ported the removal of another flag
from the Red Fort as farmers having
removed the tricolour. It also purport-
edly attempted to draw parallels
between the farmers' protest and pro-

separation Khalistani elements.
The Quint has reported that Zee

News responded to the claims by
denying the allegation that it had
attempted to hinder the farmers'
protest. It said that the unverified
videos had had "disclaimers" on the
channel not being able to verify
authenticity.

On the national flag insult claim,
Zee News said that it was an oversight
that happened during live news and
the YouTube video was removed. It
also, in turn, accused Ghorpade of
making "it a communal issue."

Ghorpade has responded with the
claim that the channel did not make
any efforts to apologise for misreport-
ing and continue to peddle the same
views on its portals online and on TV.

'Farm Laws Repeal Bill,
2021' cleared by cabinet

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The union cabinet on
Wednesday cleared
'The Farm Laws Repeal

Bill, 2021' that will repeal the
three contentious farm laws,
as announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
November 19.

The Bill will be introduced
to repeal the Farmers'
Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020; the
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance, Farm
Services Act, 2020, and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

The Lok Sabha Bulletin on
Tuesday had already listed

'The Farm Laws Repeal Bill,
2021'.PM Modi's announce-
ment had come after more
than a year-long farmers' agi-
tation where they have been
demanding the repeal of the
three laws along with the

legal backing for Minimum
Support Price among other
things.The Parliament had
cleared the three farm bills
last year but the Supreme
Court had stayed them this
January.

India's Total Fertility Rate
declines to 2 nationwide

Team Absolute|New Delhi

India's Total Fertility Rate
(TFR), the average num-
ber of children per

woman, has further
declined from 2.2 to 2 at the
national level and ranged
from 1.4 in Chandigarh to
2.4 in Uttar Pradesh, as per
a Health Ministry survey.

The survey showed that
all Phase 2 states have
achieved replacement level
of fertility (2.1) except Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, and
Uttar Pradesh.

The key indicator of the Health
Ministry survey has revealed that the
unmet needs of family planning have
witnessed a significant decline from
13 per cent to 9 per cent at all-India
level and in most of the Phase 2
states/UTs. The unmet need for spac-
ing which remained a major issue in
India in the past has come down to
less than 10 per cent in all the states
except Jharkhand at 12 per cent, and
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
- both at 13 per cent.

The full immunisation drive

among children aged 12-23 months
has recorded substantial improve-
ment from 62 per cent to 76 per cent
at all-India level, underlined the sur-
vey. As many as 11 out of 14
states/UTs have more than three-
fourth of children aged 12-23 months
with fully immunisation and it is
highest 90 per cent for Odisha.

On comparing the previous NFHS-
4 and NFHS-5 data, the increase in
full immunisation coverage is
observed to be expeditious in many
states and UTs. Over 50 per cent of
Phase 2 states/UTs are sharing over
10 percentage points during the short
span of 4 years.

IMPARTIAL AND OBJECTIVE
TThhee  nneewwss  bbrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  bbooddyy  ((NNBBDDSSAA)),,
wwhhiicchh  iiss  aa  pprriivvaattee  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  TTVV
nneewwss  bbrrooaaddccaasstteerrss  hhaass  aasskkeedd  tthhee
cchhaannnneell  ttoo  ttaakkee  ddoowwnn  tthhrreeee  vviiddeeooss  tthhaatt
vviioollaatteedd  iittss  eetthhiiccss  ccooddee..

IF SP VOTED TO POWER, RS
25 LAKH EACH TO FARMERS'
KIN DIED DURING PROTEST:
AKHILESH YADAV
Lucknow:
Samajwadi
Party chief
Akhilesh
Yadav on
Wednesday
announced
that if voted
to power in
the upcom-
ing
Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, his party will give
a compensation of Rs 25 lakh each to the farmers who
have lost their lives during the protests against the
Centre's three farm laws.

"The life of a farmer is priceless because he grows
'food' for the lives of 'others'. We promise that in 2022,
as soon as the Samajwadi Party party comes to power,
the martyrs of the farmers' movement will be given a
'Kisan Shahadat Samman Rashi' of 25 lakh," he tweeted
in Hindi.The announcement comes just days after BJP-
led central government, in a major climbdown,
announced to repeal the three contentious farm laws,
against which the farmers have been protesting on
Delhi borders since November last year.

Western UP has about 100 of UP's 403 assembly seats.
In the 2017 election, the BJP won 76 of the 100 seats.
However, this time, experts believe that the farmers'
anger against the central and state governments will
result in loss of seats for the BJP in the area.

THE CHANNEL'S PROGRAMME
ON REPUBLIC DAY, WHERE A
SECTION OF PROTESTERS
REACHED THE RED FORT, HAD
HEADLINES LIKE 'CIVIL WAR ON
REPUBLIC DAY', 'CONSPIRACY
OF A WAR AGAINST THE
REPUBLIC', 'SHADOW OF
TERROR IN THE PROTEST' AND
'FARMERS ADAMANT, IS A
BLOODY WAR DECIDED'?

THE VILIFICATION OF THE
FARMERS' PROTESTS ON MAIN-
STREAM MEDIA CHANNELS HAD
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SEVER-
AL OP-EDS AND ANALYSES. ON
NOVEMBER 19, THE SAME DAY
ON WHICH THE NBDSA ORDER
WAS OUT, THE UNION GOVERN-
MENT ANNOUNCED THE REPEAL
OF THE THREE LAWS THAT THE
FARMERS WERE PROTESTING
AGAINST.

'You misinterpreted our order'
IIssssuuee  ffrreesshh  oorrddeerrss  ffoorr  mmaaggiisstteerriiaall  ccoouurrtt  ttoo  ttrryy
MMPP//MMLLAAss  ccaasseess::  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  ttoo  AAllllaahhaabbaadd
HHiigghh  CCoouurrtt  oonn  ssppeecciiaall  MMPP//MMLLAA  ccoouurrttss

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
orally observed that the Allahabad
High Court has misinterpreted its

order by not creating magisterial courts for
trying cases against MPs/MLAs, and
instead allowing sessions courts to try such
cases.

A bench, headed by Chief Justice N.V.
Ramana and comprising Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and Surya Kant. told the high
court's counsel: "Don't misinterpret our
orders. We know what our orders are. We
allowed creation of magisterial courts.."

The Chief Justice further queried the
counsel: "If you don't create magisterial
courts, and give the cases to in-charge ses-
sions judges, for how many years will the
cases drag on? Was it our intention?"

The high court's counsel contended
before the top court that nearly 13,000

cases are pending in Uttar Pradesh against
sitting and former MPs and MLAs and
added that 63 special courts are there to try
these cases.The bench emphasised that its
previous order was clear on the constitu-
tion of as many sessions courts and magis-
terial courts as required, and the high court
had "misinterpreted our order".

The top court, in its order, said: "We fur-
ther direct that cases triable by Magistrates
which are pending before the Sessions
Court in view of the Circular dated August
16, 2019 shall stand transferred to the Court
of competent jurisdiction. However, the
entire record and proceedings shall be
transferred to the Court of the designated
Magistrate and the proceedings shall com-
mence from the stage which has been
reached prior to the transfer of the pro-
ceedings, as a consequence of which the
trial shall not have to commence afresh," it
added.

FREE FOOD GRAINS SCHEME EXTENDED TILL MARCH 2022

Team Absolute|New Delhi

In a bid to support the poor recov-
ering from the COVID-19 shock,
the Centre on Wednesday decided

to further extend the free supply of
5kg foodgrains per month under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Anna Yojana

for four months till March 2022, a
decision that will cost an additional
Rs 53,344 crore to the exchequer.

The decision, which will benefit
over 80 crore ration card holders cov-
ered under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), was taken in the
Cabinet meeting headed by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.
The PMGKAY has been extended

several times, and the previous exten-
sion was valid till November 30.

Briefing about the decision, I&B
Minister Anurag Thakur said the
Cabinet has extended the PMGKAY
programme by four months till March
2022.

When asked about the reasons for
the extension of this scheme, Thakur
explained that the Prime Minister
wanted to help the poor, who had
gone through the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with the distribution of free
food grains for another four months
even as the economy is getting back
on track.

The four-month further extension
of the PMGKAY will cost an addition-
al Rs 53,344 crore to the exchequer,
he said, adding that the total cost of
the PMGKAY would reach about Rs
2.6 lakh crore, including all five phas-
es of this ongoing programme.

FFrreeee  ffooooddggrraaiinnss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  PPrraaddhhaann  MMaannttrrii  GGaarriibb  AAnnnnaa  YYoojjaannaa  ((PPMMGGKKAAYY))  sscchheemmee,,
aannnnoouunncceedd  iinn  MMaarrcchh  llaasstt  yyeeaarr  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  rreelliieeff  ttoo  tthhee  ppoooorr  dduurriinngg  tthhee  CCOOVVIIDD  ppaann--

ddeemmiicc,,  iiss  oovveerr  aanndd  aabboovvee  tthhee  nnoorrmmaall  qquuoottaa  pprroovviiddeedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  FFoooodd
SSeeccuurriittyy  AAcctt  aatt  aa  hhiigghhllyy  ssuubbssiiddiisseedd  rraattee  ooff  RRss  22--33  ppeerr  kkiillooggrraamm..

In the wake of economic
disruptions caused by the
unprecedented outbreak of
COVID-19 in the country
last year, the government
had in March 2020
announced the distribution
of additional free-of-cost
food grains (rice/wheat) to
about 80 crore National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
beneficiaries. 

The Phase-I and Phase-II
of this scheme were opera-
tional from April to June
2020 and July to November
2020, respectively. 

The Phase-III of the scheme
was operational from May
to June 2021, while Phase-
IV of the scheme is currently
operational for July-
November, 2021.

THE SURVEY HAS FOUND
THAT THE OVERALL
CONTRACEPTIVE
PREVALENCE RATE (CPR) HAS
INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY
FROM 54 PER CENT TO 67 PER
CENT AT ALL-INDIA LEVEL AND
IN ALMOST ALL PHASE 2
STATES/UTS WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF PUNJAB. THE
USE OF MODERN METHODS
OF CONTRACEPTIVES HAS
ALSO INCREASED IN ALMOST
ALL STATES AND UTS.

THE STATES/UTS WHICH
WERE SURVEYED IN THE
PHASE 2 ARE ARUNACHAL
PRADESH, CHANDIGARH,
CHHATTISGARH, HARYANA,
JHARKHAND, MADHYA
PRADESH, DELHI, ODISHA,
PUDUCHERRY, PUNJAB,
RAJASTHAN, TAMIL NADU,
UTTAR PRADESH AND
UTTARAKHAND.

Let bureaucracy meet
farmers, find solution: SC
on Delhi air pollution
Team
Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme
Court on
Wednesday

continued to slam
the Centre and the
bureaucracy at the
state government
level on the issue of
severe air pollution
in the national capi-
tal. As a measure to stop stubble
burning, the top court suggested
the secretaries in the government
should visit fields and engage with
farmers and also with the scientists,
to find a permanent solution to
combat the menace of air pollution.

A bench headed by Chief Justice
N.V. Ramana and comprising
Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and
Surya Kant said: "We are using our
common sense in discussing this
issue. As a government, lawyer and
judges, we are discussing this. What
is the bureaucracy doing? Let the
secretaries decide something..."

The bench further added, "Why
can't they go to fields and speak to
the farmers, scientists and devise a
permanent solution (to stop stub-

ble burning)?"
Senior advocate Vikas Singh,

appearing for the petitioner Aditya
Dubey, submitted that stubble
burning issue needs attention and if
farmers are compensated, farm
fires can be controlled.

The Chief Justice queried, has
there been any study on how much
stubble is removed in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh? He
suggested the stubble can be taken
to Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh, where it can be used as
fodder for cattle.

The bench suggested if the
Govardhan model is implemented,
stubble from these states can be
given to states where there is fodder
scarcity.

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
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To keep Delhi's air quality under
check, only CNG and electric trucks,
along with trucks providing essen-

tial services, will be allowed to enter Delhi
between November 27 and December 3,
during which all other trucks will be
barred from entering the national capital.
"For the last three days, there have been
an improvement in Delhi's pollution lev-
els. If we look at the average air quality
index before Diwali, Delhi has reached
those levels again. The pollution levels
had been steadily rising after Diwali.
Considering that, multiple restrictions
were put in place, apart from the routine
processes. Today, we held a review meet-
ing with the higher officials of Delhi, and
many important decisions were taken,"
Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai
said in a press briefing after a high-level
meeting to decide on the measures need-
ed to keep Delhi's air clean.
"Until now, trucks and other commercial
vehicles, except essential service
providers, were banned from entering
Delhi. But today we have decided that
starting November 27, CNG and electric
trucks will be allowed to enter Delhi.
Other trucks will remain banned till
December 3. From November 27, CNG

and electric trucks, as well as essential
service vehicles, will be allowed to enter,
while others will remain banned till
December 3," he added.
"Schools, colleges, and institutes will
reopen on November 29. All schools, col-
leges, institutes, libraries that were
banned can now reopen from Monday.
Also, from November 29, all government
offices will reopen and the work-from-
home directive will be lifted. But it is
advisable that all government employees
use public transport to the greatest extent
for the purpose of commuting.
"There are colonies and areas, like Nimri
Colony, Gulabi Bagh and Timarpur, from
where a majority of Delhi government

employees come. In all such places, spe-
cial buses will be started to facilitate the
employees' commute," Rai said, adding,
"We will also start shuttle bus service from
the Delhi Secretariat to ITO and
Indraprastha Metro stations for the
employees." "Recently, the Delhi govern-
ment had removed restrictions on con-
struction and demolition activities. All the
construction agencies have also been
advised to stick to the 14-point guideline.
We have deployed 585 teams to keep a
check at such sites to curb dust pollution.
Those found violating the norms will be
penalised and subjected to strict action
without any notice whatsoever," the min-
ister added.

In an appeal to the people, the
Environment Minister said, "We are
reopening things, but our fight against
pollution will continue. Therefore, it is
necessary for everyone to cooperate,
because together we can reduce this pol-
lution further so that Delhi can have bet-
ter air. So far, 1,221 sites have been
inspected. Out of which construction
work has been stopped at 105 places.
Close monitoring is being done daily by
the government. The conditions will defi-
nitely improve. But the government will
not shy away from taking any tough step if
needed." The Delhi government on
Monday lifted the ban on construction
activities after marginal improvement in
the national capital's air quality.
On November 21, all schools in the
national capital were shut until further
orders of the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) in the
National Capital Region and Adjoining
Areas, owing to the rising levels of air
pollution in the city.
Since Diwali, the AQI of the national cap-
ital continued to hover around the upper
end of the 'very poor' or 'severe' category.
The change in wind direction, stubble
burning and bursting of firecrackers were
cited to be the reasons behind the wors-
ened air quality.

Only CNG, electric trucks 

allowed to enter Delhi from Nov 27

Sex CD case: Court orders
probe against Bengaluru
police chief, other cops
Team Absolute|Bengaluru

Acourt in Karnataka
on Wednesday
ordered a probe

against Bengaluru Police
Commissioner Kamal Pant,
DCP Central M.N. Anuchet
and Cubbon Park police
station Inspector Maruthi
in connection with failing
to register a case against a
former BJP minister in the
"Sex CD" case.
The 8th ACMM court,
which passed the order, has
also directed to submit the
report by February 1, 2022.
The court passed the order
of inquiry for investigation
of offences under Section
166 of the IPC, holding
police responsible for

delays in registering a First
Information Report after a
victim makes a complaint.
Janaadhikara Sangharsha
Parishath Co-Preident
Adarsh R. Iyer has filed
private complaint against
the police officers for not
registering case against
former BJP minister
Ramesh Jarkiholi in con-
nection with alleged sex
CD scandal.
The complaint, by RTI
activist Dinesh Kallahalli
on March 2, 2021, and reg-
istered on March 17, seeks
action for failing to register
FIR on alleged offences of
sexual intercourse by a per-
son in authority such as
then Water Resources
Minister Jarkiholi.

'Covaxin offered only 50% protection
against Covid during 2nd wave in India'

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Two-dose of Covaxin, developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech,
provided only 50 per cent protection

against the Covid-19 infection during the
second wave of the pandemic in India,
according to the first real-world assess-
ment published in The Lancet Infectious
Diseases journal on Wednesday.
The study assessed 2,714 hospital workers
from the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi, from April
15 to May 15, 2021, who were sympto-
matic and underwent RT-PCR testing for
Covid-19.
The Delta variant was the dominant strain
in India during the study period, account-
ing for approximately 80 per cent of all

confirmed Covid-19 cases.
"Our study offers a more complete picture
of how BBV152 performs in the field and
should be considered in the context of
Covid-19 surge conditions in India, com-
bined with the possible immune evasive
potential of the Delta variant," said Dr
Manish Soneja, Additional Professor of
Medicine at AIIMS in New Delhi.
Covaxin (BBV152) is a vero cell-derived,
inactivated whole-virion vaccine formu-
lated with a novel adjuvant and adminis-
tered in a two-dose regimen, 28 days
apart.
In January 2021, BBV152 was approved for
emergency use in India for people aged
18, while earlier this month, the World
Health Organization (WHO) also added
BBV152 to its list of approved emergency

use Covid-19 vaccines
Covaxin shot developed by Bharat Biotech
in collaboration with the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR)-National
Institute of Virology (NIV), in July
announced the final results of its Phase-III
clinical trials.
According to the company, the vaccine
showed an efficacy rate of 77.8 per cent
against symptomatic Covid-19, which
went up to 93.4 per cent against severe
symptomatic infection.
In a study published in the journal The
Lancet, earlier this month, Bharat Biotech
demonstrated Covaxin to be 77.8 per cent
effective against Covid-19, and 65.2 per
cent against Delta variant.
However, in the latest study researchers at
AIIMS acknowledged that the vaccine

effectiveness is lower than the efficacy
reported by a recently published phase-III
randomised control study of BBV152.
Of the 2,714 employees in the study popu-
lation, 1,617 people tested positive for
SARS-CoV-2 infection, and 1,097 tested
negative. The adjusted vaccine effective-
ness against symptomatic Covid-19 after
two doses of BBV152 with the second dose
administered 14 or more days before
undergoing RT-PCR testing was 50 per
cent.
Higher risk of exposure to Covid-19 infec-
tion among the hospital employees than
the general population, as well as the
prevalence of circulating variants of con-
cern, especially Delta, may have con-
tributed to BBV152's lower effectiveness,
the researchers said.

MAMATA URGES MODI TO WITHDRAW 
EXTENSION OF BSF'S JURISDICTION IN BENGAL
Team Absolute|Kolkata

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee met Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in
the national capital on
Wednesday, and urged the
latter to withdrew the deci-
sion to extend the territorial
jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force (BSF) in
Bengal.
The Trinamool Congress
supremo also invited the
Prime Minister to inaugurate
the Bengal Global Business
Summit scheduled in April
next year.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) recently extended the
jurisdiction of BSF up to 50 km
inside the international bor-
ders in West Bengal, Punjab
and Assam. The West Bengal
Assembly had on November
16 passed a resolution against
the Centre's decision, becom-
ing the second state after
Punjab to oppose the move in
the state legislature.
"I have told the Prime
Minister that there is no
need to increase the territo-
rial jurisdiction of BSF,
because it will come in direct
conflict with the law and
order of the state. Recently,

the BSF killed three people
and there are several cases
when the BSF troopers
opened fire on the villagers. I
have told the Prime Minister
that if they (BSF) need any
help, we are ready to provide
it, but the Centre must with-
draw the extension of the
territorial area of BSF,"
Banerjee told the media
after the meeting.
However, notwithstanding
the Centre-state conflict over
a range of issues, Banerjee
invited the Prime Minister to
inaugurate the Bengal Global
Business Summit (BGBS)
scheduled next year.
"Whatever might be our polit-
ical difference, it should not
have any effect on the social,
personal, administrative and

diplomatic relationship we
share. So I have invited him
(Prime Minister) to come and
inaugurate the Bengal Global
Business Summit. His pres-
ence will help in the develop-
ment of the state. We might
have political differences, but
the Centre should always
stand beside the states and
that is the basis of cooperative
federalism," Banerjee said.
When asked what the Prime
Minister said about the invi-
tation, the Chief Minister
said, "He has accepted the
invitation."
Banerjee also said that the
nearly Rs 96,655 crore is lying
pending with the Centre,
including funds for relief
measures for cyclones
Amphan, Yaas and Foni.

NCPCR asks UP to appeal against Allahabad
HC's 'oral sex with minor not assault' order
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The National
Commission for
Protection of Child

Rights (NCPCR) on
Wednesday urged the Uttar
Pradesh government to file
an appeal against an
Allahabad High Court order
reducing the sentence of a
convict in a sexual assault
case involving a minor.
In a decision that has sent
shock waves all around, the
Allahabad High Court had
lowered the penalty
imposed by the special ses-
sions court on a person
named Sonu Kushwaha, a
convict, who was found
guilty of having oral sex
with a 10-year-old minor

child in lieu of Rs 20.
The single-judge bench had
reduced Sonu Kushwaha's
punishment from 10 years
to 7 years, observing that
the crime committed by
him was 'less serious'.

In a letter to the Chief
Secretary of Uttar Pradesh,
the NCPCR said, "The com-
mission being monitoring
body requests you to take
necessary steps in the mat-
ter and file an urgent

appeal against the judge-
ment of the court."
The letter further requested
to provide details of the
minor maintaining confi-
dentiality to provide legal
and other aid.
"It has been observed by
the commission that the
observations of the high
court in the present mat-
ter for commutation of
sentence of the accused
from 10 years to seven
years, and the offence
from aggravated penetra-
tive sexual assault
(Sections 5 and 6) to pen-
etrative sexual assault
(Sections 3 and 4) seem to
be not as per the letter
and spirit of the POCSO
Act, 2012," the letter said.

Two lawmakers from 
Congress, BSP join BJP in UP
Team Absolute|Lucknow

Aditi Singh, the rebel
Congress MLA from Rae
Bareli, on Wednesday

joined the BJP.
BSP MLA Vandana Singh from
Azamgarh also joined the saf-
fron party in the presence of
Uttar Pradesh Bharatiya Janata
Party president Swatantra Dev
Singh. Aditi Singh had revolt-
ed against the Congress last
year when she defied the
party's diktat and attended a

special one-day session of the
UP Assembly.
Ever since, she has been
critical of the Congress
leadership and has been
praising the BJP. Her joining
the BJP was expected since
the past several months.
Vandana Singh had been
suspended from the BSP
last year. While most of the
suspended BSP legislators
have joined the Samajwadi
Party, Vandana Singh chose
to join the BJP.

Team Absolute|Lucknow

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will lay the foun-
dation stone for the

international airport at Jewar
in Gautam Buddha Nagar on
Thursday.
This will be the fifth interna-
tional airport in Uttar
Pradesh on completion.
The much-awaited project is
being flagged off just weeks
before schedule of the UP
Assembly elections are
announced.
Modi had inaugurated the
Kushinagar international air-
port on October 20. Another
international airport is under
construction in Ayodhya.
The Jewar airport will be the
second international airport
to come up in Delhi-NCR

after the Indira Gandhi
International Airport.
Strategically located, this air-
port will serve the people of
Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad,
Aligarh, Agra, Faridabad and
the neighbouring areas.
The development of the first
phase of the airport is being

done at a cost of over Rs
10,050 crore. Spread over
more than 1,300 hectares,
the completed first phase of
the airport will have a capac-
ity to serve around 1.2 crore
passengers a year and work
on it is scheduled to be com-
pleted by 2024.

Modi to lay foundation
of Jewar airport today

NOROVIRUS OUTBREAK IN KERALA: K'TAKA ON HIGH ALERT
Team Absolute|Bengaluru

In the wake of the detec-
tion of 13 norovirus
cases in Kerala,

Karnataka has sounded an
alert in the bordering dis-
tricts of Kodagu and
Dakshina Kannada.
In a circular issued on
Tuesday, the Karnataka
Health Department released
guidelines to be followed.
It instructed the appoint-
ment of a physician as a
nodal officer for every dis-
trict to manage the situa-
tion. District Health and
Family Welfare department
officers have also been
asked to pitch in.
The infection is caused and
spread through contami-
nated food and water. The
person affected with the
virus will develop symp-

toms of vomiting, loose
motion, nausea, stomach
ache, headache, body pain
and fever, it said.

The patients will have to be
admitted to hospital. If
neglected it will become
fatal, it said.

The health department offi-
cials have been asked to
gather information on
sources of drinking water

and test them.
The treatment for the infec-
tion is non-specific and the
patient has to be treated for
symptoms.
The rare norovirus was
reported among 13 stu-
dents of a veterinary college
at Pookode in Wayanad dis-
trict of Kerala in October
end. The Kerala govern-
ment has called upon the
people of the state to be on
high alert.
The norovirus which is also
known as the 'winter vomit-
ing bug' is highly infectious
and spreads easily among
people. Doctors said that
the disease is transmitted
by direct contact with an
infected person, contami-
nated food or touching a
contaminated surface, and
putting unwashed hands in
the mouth.
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Often in the limelight
for their public
remarks, former

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Digvijaya Singh
and BJP's MLA and the for-
mer MP assembly Protem
speaker Rameshwar
Sharma are pitted against
each other in an interesting
tug of war in the state.
Interestingly, both have
reposed faith in Lord Ram
while taking each other on
over political ideologies.
Previously, in a viral video,
the MLA had threatened to
smash the knees of
Congress leaders while
Digvijaya Singh has
announced to perform
Ramdhun at the former's
residence on Nov 24.
The political tug-of-war
between Singh and Sharma
escalated on Wednesday
after a delegation led by the
veteran Congress leader,
holding posters with slo-
gans 'mai gandhiwadi hun'
(I am a follower of
Gandhism), marched from
Mahatma Gandhi's statue at
Minto Hall in Bhopal to
Sharma's residence in Hujur
area in the state capital.
It all started when a video of

Sharma, an MLA from
Bhopal went viral in which
he was heard urging the
public to smash the knees of
Congress leaders if they
enter the area concerned.
"Digvijaya Singh had come
here and you all know what
he did for you," he said. As
the video went viral, a politi-
cal veteran latched onto the
opportunity announcing
that he was both a Congress
leader and a Gandhian per-
son. "I will start a yatra from
the Mahatma Gandhi statue
on Nov 24 and will perform
Ramdhun at Rameshwar

Sharma's house. Let him
break my knees," he added.
"It seems special mercy of

the almighty that a person
(DIgvijaya Singh) who was
against lord Ram all through
his life has announced to sing
Ramdhun at my doorsteps. I
will leave no stone unturned
to welcome the guests and
will apologise to them if I am
short in anything," Sharma
said on Tuesday.
However, the Congress
leaders took it as a surren-
der from him. It's like a
meek surrender from
Rameshwar Sharma who

had announced to smash
the knees of Congress lead-
ers, former minister and
Digvijaya Singh loyalist PC
Sharma said reacting to the
remarks from the BJP MLA.
However political analysts
wondered why leaders like
MPCC Kamal Nath did not
react to the remarks from
Sharma.
However, still many believe
that there are often unseen
aims behind everything
Digvijaya Singh says or
does in politics and only
time will tell what his actual
aim was behind the said

move against a BJP leader
which certainly does not
match to his political
stature.
As per plan, Digvijaya
Singh along with his sup-
porters marched towards
Sharma's residence under
heavy deployment of
police, but they were
stopped 200 metres away
from Sharma's residence.
Shouting slogans - 'we are
followers of Gandhism',
Congress leaders sat at the
police barricade and started
chanting 'Gandhi Bhajan.'
However, learning that
Digvijaya Singh along with
his supporters was at the
police barricade, Sharma
reached the spot and asked
the police to allow them
(Congress leaders) to come
inside his residence where
a 'kirtan sabha' was being
organised.
Sharma said that "I will
leave no stone unturned to
welcome the guests and
will apologise to them
(Congress leaders) if I am
short of anything."
However, after Singh left
the venue, Sharma said
"We were ready to wel-
come him (Digvijaya
Singh) but he left for
some other place."

Digvijaya Singh leads march to BJP

MLA's house in political tug-of-war
Team Absolute|Bhopal

The two-day meeting
of the BJP's state
unit begins here

from Wednesday where
one-to-one interaction
with party MLAs will be
held to discuss the feed-
back on the Centre and
state's schemes.
The meeting will be
chaired by the national
joint general secretary
(organisation) Shiv
Prakash and the state in-
charge Murlidhar Rao.
The state BJP president
VD Sharma will also be
present in the meeting.
As per sources in the
party, both Prakash and
Rao will hold a one-to-
one meeting with each
BJP MLA to review their
work reports and will be
given instructions for fur-
ther steps to be taken.
It would be the first time
when the national joint
general secretary (organi-
sation) Shiv Prakash will
hold one-to-one interac-
tion with the BJP MLAs in
Madhya Pradesh.
Though the agenda of the
meeting has not been
revealed officially,
sources told IANS that
Rao and Prakash will take
feedback on the Centre

and state government
schemes in their respec-
tive Assembly constituen-
cies.
The one-to-one meeting
with MLAs from zones
such as Rewa, Gwalior,
Chambal, Sagar, Jabalpur
and Sehdol is scheduled
on November 24; and the
MLAs from zones Bhopal,
Ujjan, Hoshangabad and
Indore will submit their
reports to the party in-
charge on November 25.
The meeting will be held
in Amer Green Hotel
located on the Bhopal-
Hoshangabad road.
Sources also said that
after the two-day one-to-
one meeting with the BJP
MLAs, the party in-
charge will also hold a

meeting with the party's
state working committee
on November 26. Also,
this would be the first
time when the BJP
national and state leaders
will hold a physical meet-
ing after a span of two
years due to the Covid
pandemic.
Sources said that during
the state working com-
mittee meeting, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, state president
V.D. Sharma, Union
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar,
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Union Minister Prahlad
Patel and many other
senior BJP leaders will be
present.

MLAs to submit feedback
on Centre, state schemes

CM planted Karanj sapling 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted
a sapling of Karanj in

Goda Devi Temple Complex,
Srivilliputhur, District
Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu on
Wednesday. Chief Minister's
wife Sadhna Singh was also

with him. It may be mentioned
that Chief Minister Chouhan is
on his visit to Tamil Nadu from
23-24 November. Chouhan is
planting saplings every day as
per his resolve. Karanj plant is
considered important in
Ayurvedic medicine. Karanj
plant is also used in religious
works.

PPoowweerr  PPuurrcchhaassee  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  ooff  11550000  MMWW  AAggaarr,,  SShhaajjaappuurr,,  NNeeeemmuucchh  SSoollaarr  PPaarrkk  
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh is continuously
setting records in setting up solar
power projects in the country.

The exchange of power agreements with
selected developers for setting up of 1500
MW capacity solar project for Agar,
Shajapur, Neemuch will be held on
November 25, 2021 at ITI Ground,
Shajapur in the presence of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Union
Minister for Energy and New and
Renewable Energy RK Singh. Also, the
bhoomi-pujan of the project will also be
conducted. The Letter of Award has
already been distributed to the selected
developers. The Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) will take place during
this programme. In addition, there will be
purchase agreements with selected farm-
ers/developers of Kusum-A scheme.

New and Renewable Energy Minister
Hardeep Singh Dang informed that these
projects with a private investment of
about Rs 5250 crores will start generating
electricity by March-2023. The State
Discom Company will save about Rs.7600
crore in 25 years. About 4500 persons will
get employment during project establish-
ment and about 450 persons in project
operation.
The country's largest and first 135 MW
solar power plant was established in
Neemuch district only, and was dedicated
by the then Chief Minister of Gujarat,
Narendra Modi. The 750 MW solar project
set up in Rewa district is also one of the
big projects in the country. 24 percent of
the electricity generated from this is being
supplied to Delhi Metro. This project was
dedicated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Rewa Ultra Mega Solar Limited, a joint

company of Madhya Pradesh Urja Vikas
Nigam and Solar Energy Corporation of
India (SECI) is developing solar projects of
550 MW in Aagar, 450 MW in Shajapur
and 500 MW in Neemuch in the state. In
the reverse auction held on July 12, 2021
for 2 units of Agar Solar Park, the lowest
rates of Rs. 2.459 for Avada Power and Rs.
2.444 for the other unit have been
obtained from Beam Power Energy. The
project will be set up on about 1100
hectares of land.
In Shajapur district, 3 units of 105 MW,
220 MW and 125 MW will be set up in an
area of about 900 hectares. In the bid held
on June 28, the lowest rates at the rate of
Rs. 2.35 paise for Unit-1 was received by
NTPC Renewable Energy Pvt. Ltd. Delhi,
for the second unit Rs 2. 33 paise again by
NTPC, and for the third unit Rs 2.33 paise
per unit by M/s Talettutai Solar Projects
Pvt. Ltd. Was received for the third unit.

In Neemuch, the lowest rates of the coun-
try were obtained at the rate of Rs. 2.149
paise by TP Saurya Ltd. Mumbai for the
first unit of 160 MW, Rs. 2. 14 paise per
unit by TP Saurya Ltd. for the second unit
of 170 MW and for the third 170 MW unit,
the lowest rates in the country were
obtained by Jomeh Energy and Water
Company Dubai at the rate of Rs 2. 15
paise per unit. National and International
companies participated in all the biddings.
In the programme, a power purchase
agreement will take place between the
farmers and developers and the power
distribution company of the state under
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha
Utthan Mahaabhiyan Yojana-A (PM
Kusum-A). Under this scheme, which is
helping in increasing the income of farm-
ers and making them self-reliant, farmers
will be able to set up Akshay power plant
with a capacity of 500 KW to 2 MW on

their unutilized land. Farmers will be able
to sell this power to the power distribution
companies of the state. If funds are not
sufficient for setting up the plant, farmers
will be able to set up the plant by leasing
their land to the developers.
Under the scheme, the central government
has allocated a total target of 300 MW to
the state. Against the target, 140 farmers
and developers of the state have been
selected for setting up solar energy based
plants for a total capacity of 296 MW so far
through a competitive process in the state.
Chouhan and Union Energy Minister will
also launch the Urja Saksharta Abhiyan
during the programme. Along with mak-
ing the students and citizens of the state
aware of power and solar energy in the
campaign, they will be informed about
the various benefits. Provision has also
been made for phased certification
through graded training.

Nine Fully-Vaccinated
Army Officers Test Positive
For Coronavirus in Indore

Team Absolute|Indore

Nine more fully-vaccinat-
ed Army officers, partici-
pating in a course at the

Indian Institute of Management
(IIM) here in Indore, tested
positive for coronavirus, taking
the number of the infected offi-
cers pursuing this course to 11
in the last four days, a health
official said on Wednesday.
These Army officers are pursu-
ing a six-month certificate
course in Business

Management for Defence
Officers (CCBMDO) at IIM. "In
the last 24 hours, nine more
Army officers tested positive for
coronavirus. They are taking
part in a course at the IIM
Indore," chief medical and
health officer (CMHO) Dr BS
Saitya said.
The infected officers have taken
both doses of the COVID-19
vaccine and were asympto-
matic, he said, adding that the
officers had not travelled out-
side the district recently. The
officers had arrived in the city
two-and-a-half months ago to
pursue the CCBMDO course,
Saitya said. 
Indore's COVID-19 nodal offi-
cer Dr Amit Malakar said four
Army officers were found
infected with Coronavirus in
the last two days and among
them, two are part of the IIM

course.
All COVID-19 infected officers
were undergoing treatment at
the Army hospital in the Mhow
cantonment area, he said. As a
precautionary measure, the IIM
administration has stopped
offline classes for the CCBMDO
course. Participants of this
course will be taught online,
IIM director professor
Himanshu Rai said.
He said all 60 participants of
the course were not staying at
the IIM campus. A separate
classroom was arranged for
them on the campus.
Meanwhile, health officials
informed that 13 people,
including the nine Army offi-
cers, had tested positive for
coronavirus in Indore in the last
24 hours, taking the number of
infections to 1,53,312, including
1,393 casualties.

CM congratulates

international para

swimmer Lohia
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has con-

gratulated international
para swimmer of Madhya
Pradesh Satyendra Singh
Lohia, for crossing 36 km
long inaccessible channel
of Arabian Sea by swim-
ming. Chouhan tweeted -
"You have given a living
proof that no goal is
impossible if your pas-
sion is firm and your
heart is dedicated". It is
noteworthy that
Satyendra Singh Lohia
has crossed 36 km long

channel from
Dharamatal jetty to
Gateway of India in the
shortest time. He com-
pleted this exciting jour-
ney in 10 hours 3 min-
utes. Shri Lohia is a
native of village Gata in
Bhind district. Shri
Satyendra completed his
studies in Gwalior. He
had earlier become the
first Asian Divyang swim-
mer to cross the 42-km
Katrina Channel in the
US in just 11 hours 34
minutes.

Apparently, on the back foot after his video went viral, Sharma on Nov 23 a day ahead of the proposed visit from Singh at his home, put up
large hoardings of lord Ram outside his home and made arrangements to welcome the Rajya Sabha MP and others with grand arrangements.

MP BJP'S 2-DAY MEET: 

SEC releases brief 
revision programme of
Panchayats voters lists
Team Absolute|Bhopal

In the context of the
ordinance (number 14,
dated November 21,

2021) issued by the State
Government, the State
Election Commission has
issued a programme for a
brief revision of the voters
lists of the affected Gram
Panchayats.
State Election Commission
Secretary BS Jamod has
informed that on the basis
of the earlier delimitation,
the aadhar patrak (base
sheet) of Panchayat wise
ward division is to be pre-
pared by November 25,
2021, marking the new area
division. The process of
shifting the voters identi-
fied as per the aadhar
patrak to the area wise con-
trol table has to be com-
pleted by November 26.
Public publication of pho-
toless format voter list will
be done on November 29,
2021 at Gram Panchayat
and other designated
places. Claims and objec-
tions will be taken from
November 29 to December
3 on the process of shifting
the voters on the basis of
delimitation. The claims
and objections received
will be resolved by
December 4. Public publi-
cation of the final voter list
containing photos will be
done on December 6, 2021
at Gram Panchayat and
other designated places.
This revision will be limit-
ed to the entry of voters
registered in the last pub-
lished electoral roll at the
appropriate place. No
action will be taken to add

or delete new names dur-
ing this period. It is note-
worthy that by promulgat-
ing the Madhya Pradesh
Panchayat Raj and Village
Swaraj (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2021, through
Madhya Pradesh
Government Ordinance
No. 14 of 2021, Gazette
Publication, November 21,
2021, section 9A has been
inserted in the Madhya
Pradesh Panchayat Raj and
Village Swaraj Act.
According to this section,
the delimitation of all
Panchayats and their
wards or Janpad
Panchayats or their con-
stituencies or District
Panchayats or their con-
stituencies has been
repealed, where notifica-
tion of election has not
been issued by the State
Election Commission with-
in one year of such delimi-
tation.
Consequent to the repeal
of the delimitation, the
elections to these
Panchayats and their wards
or Janpad Panchayats or
their constituencies or
District Panchayats or their
constituencies shall be held
on the basis of the delimi-
tation or division which
existed immediately before
the expiry of their respec-
tive period. In this situa-
tion, there has been a
change in the position of
the boundaries/inner
wards of certain gram pan-
chayat areas. Thus, it is
expedient to enter the vot-
ers included in the final
publication of the voters
list of the affected
Panchayats.

Liquor Discount Order To
Fully Vaccinated Withdrawn

Team Absolute|Mandsaur

After drawing criticism
from politicians and
social media users,

the authorities in
Mandsaur district have
withdrawn the order offer-
ing a 10 per cent discount
on country liquor to peo-
ple who take the second
COVID-19 vaccine jab on
Wednesday, an official
said.
Earlier on Tuesday, district
excise officer Anil Sachan
had issued an order stating
that three liquor shops in
Mandsaur city will offer a
10 per cent discount on
country liquor to people
who complete their vacci-
nation on Wednesday.
Sachan on Wednesday
morning said the directives
in this regard have been

withdrawn.
The order was aimed at
helping vaccination work
in the region, he added.
The order drew criticism
from BJP MLA from
Mandsaur Yashpal Singh
Sisodiya, who said it was
not proper. Sisodiya in a
tweet had said that this was
not a decision taken by the
state government, and it
will encourage people to
consume liquor.
The order had stated that a
10 per cent discount will be
given on the purchase of
country liquor at three
shops in Sitamau Fatak,
Bhuniakhedi and Old Bus
Stand. The Madhya
Pradesh government
organised a mega cam-
paign on Wednesday to
cover more population
under its coronavirus vac-
cination programme.

Earlier on
Tuesday, district

excise officer
Anil Sachan had
issued an order

stating that
three liquor

shops in 
andsaur city will

offer a 10 per
cent discount on 
country liquor to

people who 
complete their
vaccination on

Wednesday

The infected 
officers have

taken both doses
of the COVID-19

vaccine and were 
asymptomatic

CM pays tributes to Kailash Joshi 
Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan paid
tributes to former

Chief Minister Late Kailash
Joshi on his death anniver-
sary. Chouhan paid floral
tributes by garlanding his
portrait in the auditorium at
his residence.
Late Joshi became the Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh
after emergency in the year
1977-78. Joshi was chosen
MLA 8 times, Member of Lok
Sabha twice and Member of
Rajya Sabha once. Joshi was
one of the founding members
of Jansangh in 1957.

Late Joshi served as the first
state president from 1980 to
84 after the formation of the
Bharatiya Janata Party. Shri
Joshi was also the Leader of
the Opposition from 1972 to
1977. Late Joshi passed away
at the age of 90 on
November 24, 2019.

Chief Minister Chouhan has
tweeted that on the death
anniversary of our senior,
revered former Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh, Late. Joshi,
I pay my respects at his feet.
Every moment of his life was
dedicated for the upliftment of
the nation, state and society.



DISILLUSIONED CONG LEADERS
FALLING FOR TRINAMOOL'S RS LURE
Nov 24 (IANS) After Sushmita Dev

and Luizinho Falerio joined the
Trinamool Congress and were

sent to the Upper House, several leaders
from the Congress and other parties are
queuing up at Mamata Banerjee's door
with the hope that they too may get a
berth in the Rajya Sabha as the state has
16 seats there. But the vacancies, which
are going to arise in the Rajya Sabha
from the state, will happen in August
2023 and if Trinamool does not ask it's
sitting members to resign in between
the term. The terms of Trinamool MPs
Dola Sen, Shanta Chetri, Derek O' Brien,
Sukhendu Shekhar Roy, Sushmita Dev
and Pradeep Bhattacharya will end in
August 2023, so leaders who are joining
for a Rajya Sabha seat may have to wait
for more than a year. If elections to the
RS are held, Trinamool may win 5 and
one may go to the BJP. While Trinamool
may sprung a surprise by asking its
members to resign as Mamata has done
in case of Arpita Ghosh, who resigned to
make way for Falerio, similar way she
can nominate other people. As the state
leaders may be adjusted in the
Assembly, council and other posts, it
can ask one of its members to contest
the Lok Sabha polls which fell vacant
due to the resignation of Babul Supriya.

As the former Union minister is tipped
to contest as the Mayoral candidate of
Kolkata, sources said. Kirti Azad, Ashok
Tanwar and Pawan Varma -- joined
Trinamool on Tuesday. They are former
parliamentarians with diverse back-
ground. Azad, a former cricketer was a
BJP MP and then switched to the
Congress and now has joined
Trinamool. Ashok Tanwar, former
Congress Haryana president, left the
party and joined Trinamool. Pawan
Varma, a former bureaucrat was a Janata
Dal (United) MP and is now with
Didi.After joining Trinamool, Ashok
Tanwar said only Mamata Banerjee can
fight the BJP, thus undermining his for-
mer party.The Congress leaders, who are
not happy with the party leadership, are
finding refuge in Trinamool and political
strategist Prashant Kishor has been facil-
itating the newcomers and in fact

approaching the leaders. Both Sushmita
Dev from Assam and Luizinho Faleiro
from Goa, who joined the Trinamool
Congress, were considered close to the
Gandhi family. It was Faleiro who pub-
licly said that he was approached by
none other than Kishor and his team to
join the Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress. After winning the elections in
West Bengal, the Trinamool Congress is
also trying to make an impact in the
national arena now. Now, the Congress,
which was trying to protect the party
from poaching by the BJP, needs to keep
its guard active against the Trinamool as
well. One of the Congress leaders says
that Kishor is on a 'revenge spree to
damage the Congress' but if few people
leave it will not affect the Congress.
Kishor was likely to join the Congress,
but the move was stalled by the leaders
in the party. 
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EDITOR’S SPECS

For an urbane news consumer, the
acronym MSP has suddenly
become a common word, at least

since November 19 when hours after the
announcement by the Prime Minister to
repeal the three contentious farm laws,
the agitating farmers said that they will
not stop till minimum support price
(MSP) gets legal backing. MSP is the
price that the government declares in
advance and pays at the time of procure-
ment of crops from the farmers at the
Agricultural Produce Market
Committees (APMCs), popular as
Mandis. The concept is derived from the
fact that the farmers should not suffer
losses owing to lesser rates in the open
market. The demand by the agitating
farmers is that the government should
give a legal status to MSP - the three farm
laws did not mention this - wherein even
if it is a private trader purchasing from
the farmer, the produce gets rates on par
with MSP or above. Paying the farmer
below the MSP would attract legal pun-
ishment. The farmers under the aegis of
Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) have
been demanding legalisation of MSP for
all crops. Currently, the government pro-
vides MSP majorly to rice and wheat
even though there are 21 other crops in
the list. SKM leader said the MSP
demand is very valid, and it is to ensure
that not just a bunch of the farmers, but
all of them benefit. He gave an example
of how in Uttar Pradesh, paddy is being
sold at Rs 1,100 per quintal as against Rs
1,970 per quintal under MSP. But not all
farmers are game with this kind of meas-
ures. Shetkari Sanghatana leader Anil
Ghanwat had criticised SKM's demand
to legalise MSP and said, "MSP is not the
answer, it can never be. Farmers need to
diversify. Look at the progressive farmers
in Maharashtra -- they are into dairy,
fisheries, poultry and orchards."

The MSP game

Romanian Parliament
elects new leaders

Bucharest|Agencies

The two chambers of the Romanian Parliament have
elected new leaders. Marcel Ciolacu, chair of the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) was elected speaker of the

Chamber of Deputies (lower house of Parliament) with 217
votes in favour and 77 against, reports Xinhua news agency. 

The position has been vacant since October 18, following
the resignation of Ludovic Orban, former leader of the
National Liberal Party (PNL), who announced his retreat from
the party after losing re-election. 

The PNL's current leader, Florin Citu, was elected president
of the Senate (upper house) with 82 votes in favour and 25
against, defeating Anca Dragu from the Save Romania Union
(USR), who ran again after sh  had been removed from the
position earlier in the day. 

Citu, also caretaker Prime Minister, is scheduled to assume
his new position on November 19 after the investiture of the
country's new government. 

The elections of the parliamentary leadership were held as a
result of the major changes in the compositions of Parliament
majority, when PSD entered a new three-party coalition with
PNL and Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR)
following USR's withdrawal. 

USR announced its decision to quit the ruling coalition in
earlySeptember, and the minority cabinet led by Citu col-
lapsed on October 5 in a parliamentary no-confidence vote. 

On Monday, the PSD, PNL and UDMR agreed in forming a
coalition government.

President Klaus Iohannis soon nominated Nicolae Ciuca,
proposed by the new coalition, to set up a new government as
soon as possible.

Researchers from Australian
National University (ANU)
have embarked on a voyage

to unlock the secrets of the Earth's
inner layers. The ANU-led team on
November 10 departed on a three-
week mission to retrieve 27 seis-
mometers -- instruments that
record the motion of the ground
during earthquakes -- from the
ocean floor near Macquarie Island
in the Southern Ocean, Xinhua
news agency reported. The instru-
ments were deployed in October
2020 pointing at the Earth's center
and have been collecting data on
extreme underwater earthquakes.
Researchers are hopeful that the
data will help them better under-
stand the inner layers of the Earth
and what causes underwater earth-
quakes and tsunamis. "It's in an

area where the Australian plate
meets the Pacific plate, but it's not
known as an active subduction
zone, so these earthquakes are still
a mystery to us," Chief scientist
Hrvoje Tkalcic from ANU's
Research School of Earth Sciences
said in a media release on Monday.
"Scientifically, the most exciting
pay-off of this project may be that it
could help us add missing pieces
to one of the biggest puzzles in
plate tectonics -- how subduction
begins. "Researchers have grappled
with this question for decades,
probing active and extinct subduc-
tion zones around the world for
hints, though the picture remains
murky." However, the team must
first recover the devices from
depths of up to 5,500 meters on the
Macquarie Ridge -- a slope steeper

than any mountain on the Earth's
surface.

The Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Research
Organization (CSIRO) commis-
sioned New Zealand research ves-
sel RV Tangaroa for the 24-day voy-
age.kalcic said it could take up to
six hours to retrieve a single seis-
mometer and another two hours to
ascend back to the surface."The
instruments have been surround-
ing Macquarie Island, a region in
the Southern Ocean's Furious
Fifties latitudes renowned for its
extreme seas and weather," he
said."The weather was often merci-
less during our instrument deploy-
ments. We faced gale-strength
winds and waves that forced us to
'heave-to' or shelter in the lee of
Macquarie Island for roughly 40

percent of
our time in
the study
area." international

BANGLADESH POLICE ON HIGH ALERT 
Dhaka|Agencies

Due to the tense law and order sit-
uation in Bangladesh, with the
police monitoring and deterring

the spread of fake news of former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia leaving the coun-
try. 

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
supremo Khaleda Zia, 76, is currently
barred by a court from travelling over-
seas after being convicted on graft
charges in 2018. 

She was admitted to a Dhaka hospi-
tal earlier this month after her health
worsened, according to the party. 

Bangladesh police fired tear gas and
around 20 people were injured Monday
as thousands of opposition demonstra-
tors demanded the government to
allow the ailing former premier to fly
abroad for treatment. 

BNP organisers said a protest on
Monday outside Dhaka's National Press
Club drew a number of activists and
supporters. The police put the number
at around 7,000. 

In the northern district of Natore,
"about 20 people with 3 journalists
were injured when BNP activists

clashed with police who tried to thwart
a procession", an inspector told
reporter on Wednesday. 

"BNP activists threw rocks at police,
who fired tear gas and (rubber bullets)
from shotguns to disperse them," he
said. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina last week dodged a question
from a journalist about the pleas for
Khaleda's treatment abroad. 

Hasina said: "I have done whatever I
can best for Khaleda Zia from my
power, though her husband Zia was a

killer and herself was involved with the
assassination of my father and 10 truck
arms trade case. Now the law will
decide the next course of action. 

"Using whatever the law is in my
hand, I have managed to keep Khaleda
Zia at her home and not in jail." 

Khaleda was sentenced to 10 years in
prison in February 2018 on two graft
charges of 2007. 

But she was released in March last
year. She was the only inmate in old Jail
in Bakshibazar of old city of Dhaka. She
has since been barred from flying

Tokyo|Agencies

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
said on Wednesday that the country will
release oil, which would be the first time

for the resource-poor country, to try reducing
prices by tapping reserves. "Japan has decided
to act in tandem with the United States and
sell a portion of the state-owned stockpiles in
a manner that does not violate the oil stock-
piling law," said Kishida.The oil stockpiling
law limits the release to purposes such as
responding to disasters and overseas political
turmoil, reports Xinhua news agency. In order
not to violate the law, Tokyo plans to release
oil reserves that exceed its target of storage in
value of 160 days of consumption.

The amount of oil to be initially released is
expected to be equivalent to consumption in
several days, according to a government offi-
cial.  The White House announced on
Tuesday that the US will release 50 million
barrels of oil from its emergency reserves in
coordination with other major energy-con-
suming countries to address rising prices. 

Some other countries are also expected to
take similar actions. 

However, oil prices continued to rise in

New York overnight and in Tokyo, with
doubts appearing about the effectiveness of
the move as the amount of oil to be released
is only worth several days of consumption. 

In Japan, the decision to develop reserves
in the past was to solve supply problems after
natural disasters and overseas political tur-
moil.  So far, the country has implemented
five releases, including after the Gulf War in
the early 1990s and the March 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami.  As a member of the
International Energy Agency, Japan is
obliged to maintain oil reserves equivalent to
90 days of net imports in the previous year,
and the amount of private emergency
reserves should exceed 70 days of its oil con-
sumption in the previous year, according to
the Japanese law.

Japan to release oil
reserves to reduce prices

Aus to establish domestic
violence commission

Canberra|Agencies

The Australian government on Tuesday
announced it will establish a new com-
mission to help end violence against

women and children. 
With A$22.4 million ($16 million) in fund-

ing over five years, the Domestic, Family and
Sexual Violence Commission will be tasked
with evaluating the effectiveness of initiatives
to prevent violence anddeveloping policy to
address violence against women, reports
Xinhua news agency. According to the
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(AIHW), one in six women have been subject-
ed to physical or sexual violence by a current
or former partner. The Commission was
announced shortly before the Opposition
Labor Party was set to announce its plan to
appoint a commissioner to coordinate
domestic and sexual violence prevention if it
wins the next election. The government's
commission forms part of its new national
plan to reduce family, domestic and sexual
violence, which will come intoeffect in 2022. 

"The next National Plan will be an ambi-
tious blueprint to end violence against
women and children, but it must be more

than words," Minister for Women Marise
Payne said in a statement. "The new
Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence
Commission will have responsibility for mon-
itoring and reporting on accountability and
evaluation frameworks against the next
National Plan to ensure it delivers real and
tangible actions that prevent violence, inter-
vene early and better support victim-sur-
vivors." Under Labor's plan, A$153.4 million
will be spent over the next four years on 500
workers to support women in crisis, half of
whom would be based in rural and regional
Australia.Labor's family, domestic and sexual
violence commissioner would report annually
on the progress of stopping violence.

UN evacuates staffers'
dependents from Ethiopia
United Nations|Agencies

The US is evacuating the
dependents of staff mem-
bers from

Ethiopiabecause of the ensuing
violence, a spokesman said.
"Given the security situation in
the country, and out of an
abundance of caution, the UN
has decided to reduce its foot-
print in the country by tem-
porarily relocating all eligible
dependents," Xinhua news
agency quoted Stephane
Dujarric, the chief spokesman
for Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, as saying."We are
looking at about probably a few
hundred eligible dependents,"
he said. However, Dujarric said
that staff would remain in
Ethiopia to carry out assign-
ments."We will monitor the sit-
uation as it evolves, keeping in
mind the safety of our staff and
the need to continue to stand
and deliver and to continue our
operations and support all the
people that need ourassis-

tance," he told a regular press
briefing.Northern Ethiopia has
been wracked with hostilities
since violence broke out a year
ago in the northernmost Tigray
region.It has since spread to
Afar, to the east, and Amhara, to
the south. Dujarric has
described the security situation
in the area as "volatile and
highly unpredictable".Several
members of the world body's
national staff were detained in
Addis Ababa by the govern-
ment.More than 70 truck driv-
ers under contract to carry
humanitarian aid also were
held.All the drivers and some
UN staff members were
released last week. But one staff
member and one dependent
were detained on November
19, according to the
spokesman. Five UN staffers
and two dependents still
remain in custody.Published
reports said the government
was detaining ethnic
Tigrayans

China's birth rate falls to
lowest level since 1978

China's birth rate has
plummeted to its low-
est level since 1978 as

the government struggles to
stave off a looming demo-
graphic crisis, The Guardian
reported. Data released by the
country's national bureau of
statistics shows there were 8.5
births per 1,000 people in
2020, the first time in decades
that the figure has fallen
below 10. The statistical year-
book, released at the week-
end, said the natural rate of
population growth - taking in
births and deaths - was at a
new low of 1.45, the report
said. The government is
under pressure to prevent a
potential population decline
after decades of intervention-
ist policies on childbirth and
more recent pressures includ-
ing high living costs, the
report said. It did not give rea-
sons for the dramatic drop,
but demographers have previ-
ously pointed to the relatively
low number of women of
child-bearing age and the ris-
ing cost of raising a family.
The yearbook reported a drop

in per capita spending on
educational, cultural and
recreational costs, and health
and medical services for rural
and urban Chinese, and an
increase in household
income. Housing costs also
rose, the report said. China's
population woes are largely
driven by a  one-child policy
that was implemented in 1980
and ran - with some exemp-
tions - until 2015, but they are
part of a broader pattern
around the world, particularly
in East Asia.  overnments and
local authorities have intro-
duced a  swathe of policies
seeking to reverse the trend,
from relaxing limits on having
children, to easing costs asso-
ciated with education and
child rearing, and introducing
mandatory "cooling off peri-
ods for divorce"naver. China's
yearbook revealed a fall in
divorces for the first time
since at least 1985, to about
4.3 m, though there were also
fewer marriages, 8.14 m,
compared with 9.27 m the
year before,  the report
added.

AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS EMBARK ON VOYAGE TO UNLOCK SECRETS OF EARTHQUAKES
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Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) asked Maharashtra Chief
Secretary Sitaram Kunte to

appear before it on November 25 in
connection with the money launder-
ing probe against jailed former
Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh. Kunte, however, told The
Indian Express that he will not be able
to comply with the ED summons as
he is busy with Cabinet meetings on
November 25. 
The ED has summoned Kunte to
record his statements pertaining to
the transfer and postings of police offi-
cers in the state. 
The agency is probing allegations of
corruption and bribery against
Deshmukh. The agency claimed
Deshmukh collected money from
bar owners in the city through now
dismissed cop Sachin Waze.
Deshmukh is also being probed for
transfer and posting of police officers
in lieu of money. Deshmukh was
arrested by ED on November 2 and is
currently in judicial custody. 

MVA alliance to stay in power in
Maharashtra for 25 years: Raut

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Shiv Sena on Tuesday
pooh-poohed the
Maharashtra BJP's claim

that the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government will soon
collapse and asserted the
three-party ruling alliance in
the state will remain in power
for 25 years. Talking to
reporters after a meeting with
NCP president Sharad Pawar,
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut hit
out at the BJP over the recent
riots in Amravati and the ongo-
ing strike by Maharashtra State

Road Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) employees. 
The NCP is a key constituent of
the Shiv Sena-led MVA govern-
ment. Congress is the third
partner in the coalition.
Taking a dig at state BJP presi-
dent Chandrakant Patil for his
reported comments that the
MVA dispensation will soon
collapse, Raut said he should
wake up from slumber as the
government will complete its
second anniversary on
November 28. 
The Sena MP said the MVA
government will last for 25
years and its power centre is

where he is standing, a refer-
ence to Pawar's residence. 
"He (Patil) must be getting
shocks after the early morning
oath-taking ceremony.
Chandrakant Patil has said this
(predicting collapse of MVA)
for nearly 28 times. The gov-
ernment will last for 25 years
and I am standing near the
power centre," Raut said. 
Without naming the BJP, a for-
mer ally of the Sena, Raut hit
out at the opposition party
over the ongoing strike by
MSRTC employees and the
recent violence in Amravati in
eastern Maharashtra. 

After 9 years, Lord Ganesha
dons his gold 'mukhauta' again
Team Absolute|Raigad

On the auspicious Angarki
Chaturthi on Tuesday, the
famed 'Golden Ganesh

Temple' Diveagar here got back its
gold idol -- which was stolen in a dar-
ing temple heist after killing two secu-
rity guards in March 2012. 
The temple's prime attraction, the
golden idol was sorely missed by devo-
tees and tourists who throng this
sleepy, picture-postcard coastal village
dotted with coconut and betel-nut
plantations or mango and cashew-nuts
orchards, from all over India. 
On November 23, Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar, other ministers,
elected lawmakers, villagers and the
temple trustees formally anointed the
idol -- recrafted from the gold of the
original stolen one that was melted by
the thieves to escape detection. 
The Suvarna Golden Ganesh Temple, in
the lazy fishing village of Diveagar,
around 175 kms south of Mumbai has

an interesting history, said a local
activist Mangesh Rane. 
It was on the propitious day of
Sankashti Chaturthi in November 17,
1997, when a woman digging in a local
farm hit something solid in the ground. 
With the help of other villagers, they
carefully dug around 2-feet deep and
discovered an old copper chest buried
there with some inscriptions in ancient
Sanskrit. 
The excited villagers opened the pre-
sumably ancient box and found an old
gold idol of Lord Ganesha weighing
around 1.50 kgs and another 300 gms of
gold jewels. 
Once the capital of the Shilahara dynas-
ties which ruled parts of the coastal and
western Maharashtra in the 8th-10th
century, the discovery of the box was
linked to a 'Tamrapatra' found at the
same farm location, dating to an old
era, though there are no known official
records. 
Considering themselves 'blessed', the
villagers decided to build a temple,

installed the gold idol there and it soon
became immensely popular, catapult-
ing Diveagar on the tourist and pilgrim
maps. However, in March 2012, tragedy
struck in the form of a gang of dacoits
who swooped on the temple at the dead
of the night, assaulted the two security
personnel (who died later during treat-
ment) and decamped with the Lord
Ganesh idol. 
The issue sparked off a massive political
row, figured in the Maharashtra
Assembly leading to the suspension of
Opposition legislators, 13 from Shiv
Sena and one of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, for a ruckus in the House. 
As pressures mounted from various
quarters, the Maharashtra Police set up
crack probe teams and managed to nab
the dacoits from Aurangabad and other
parts of the state. 
Later, the villagers learnt with shock
that they had melted the original Lord
Ganesh idol, and the police also recov-
ered the entire gold within a couple of
months. After a series of hiccups,

administrative and other issues, over
the years, a new idol was created from
the original gold and installed ceremo-
niously at its rightful location Tuesday. 
Hundreds of villagers became emotion-
al as Ajit Pawar and his wife Sunetra
performed the rituals along with the
temple priests for their long-elusive and
revered idol glittering inside the cool
dark sanctum sanctorum. A battery of
VIPs, including Higher Education
Minister Uday Samant, Guardian MoS
Aditi Tatkare, MLAs Bharat Gogavale
and Aniket Tatkare, Diveagar Sarpanch
Uday Bapat, the Suvarna Ganesh
Temple Trust President Mahesh
Pilankar, Collector Dr. Mahendra
Kalyankar, CEO Dr. Kiran Patil,
Superintendent of Police Ashok Dudhe
and hundreds of villagers turned up to
witness the momentous occasion. 
A local businessman Nilesh Uke said
that with the return of the golden Lord
Ganesha's "blessings", the village will
again thrive with tourists and pilgrims
expected to throng there. 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Among the cardiac patients, there are
many higher-risk patients who devel-
op severe blood clots that remain

stuck in the arteries restricting the move-
ment of blood and oxygen. Many patients
have such blockages that are difficult to
remove during angioplasty (stenting) and
therefore create difficulties while placing
stents. And in case of many patients who
face balloon failure when a lesion (blockage)
cannot be crossed easily or when the bal-
loon is not able to expand properly.
Dr. Kirti Punamiya, Senior interventional
cardiologist at Breach Candy Hospital,
explained, "an innovative technology called
Excimer laser coronary atherectomy (ELCA),
is nowadays being used successfully for
treating such severe conditions. Excimer
lasers are pulsed gas lasers that use a mix-

ture of a rare gas and halogen as an active
medium to generate pulses of short wave-
length, high-energy ultraviolet (UV) light.
The depth of laser penetration is directly
related to its wavelength, with UV laser
(shorter wavelength) having less depth of
penetration, less heat production, and less
unwanted tissue damage."
ELCA works very well in such cases deliver-
ing a high success rate in un-crossable or
un-dilatable narrowing of arterial valves.
Also, in cases of treating full blockage when
equipment is unable to cross the blockage,
this technology is very useful. The Excimer
Laser system emits a cool beam of ultraviolet
light with a specific wavelength of 308
nanometers to precisely break down, vapor-
ize and remove matter through pulsed pho-
toablation. The depth of penetration of the
laser is only 50 microns making it very safe
to use within the vasculature.

Latest Excimer Laser Technology for

Cardiovascular Patients in Mumbai
Now, cardiovascular patients can
benefit from the latest excimer
laser technology, which is being
used at Breach Candy Hospital in

Mumbai informs Dr. Kirti
Punamiya, Senior interventional

cardiologist

Vaccinations, herd immunity reducing active

Covid cases in Maharashtra: Experts

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra on
Tuesday recorded
766 fresh Covid-19

cases and 19 fatalities from
the disease, taking the overall

tally of infections to 6,631,297
and the death toll to 140,766. 
Experts, meanwhile, said the
state was seeing an overall
decline in active Covid-19
cases largely because of two
factors: the anti-Covid vacci-
nation drive and herd
immunity. 
Mumbai recorded 190 new
coronavirus cases and one
death with its tally of fatalities
reaching 16,311. 
A total of 87,506 Covid-19
tests were done in the past 24
hours across Maharashtra,
and 929 people recovered
from the infection on
Tuesday.  The daily Covid-19
test positivity rate for the
state was 0.87%. 

Pune had earlier been
leading in terms of the
number of active Covid-19
cases for months, followed
by Thane. However, due to
a recent surge in cases,
Mumbai now has the most
number of active  coron-
avirus infections. 
Of the 9,493 active cases,
Mumbai has the highest, with
2,561, followed by Pune
(2,027) and Thane (1,160). 

ED SUMMONS MAHARASHTRA CS 
Kunte told media persons that he will not be
able to comply with the ED summons as he is
busy with Cabinet meetings on November 25 

THIRD WAVE OF COVID-19 LIKELY TO HIT MAHARASHTRA
IN DECEMBER BUT THERE MAY BE GOOD NEWS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The third wave of Covid-19
is likely to hit
Maharashtra in

December but it will be mild,
health minister Rajesh Tope
said. 
"As per the prediction of epi-
demiologists, waves come
periodically in a given frequen-
cy. The first wave came in
September 2020. The second
wave came in April 2021. Now,
third wave is anticipated in
December," he said.

However, Tope said the rate of
vaccination in the state had
been high and that is why the
wave is likely to be mild. 
"Over 80 per cent people have
been vaccinated in Maharashtra. 
Vaccination has played a major
role in containing the spread of
Covid-19. Infection is less, and
the mortality is near zero. Lot
of immunity antibody is devel-
oped in students and young-
sters. Though the third wave is
expected in December, vacci-
nation that has been done will
ensure that infection will be

very mild and requirement of
ICU and oxygen will be low,"
he said.  Maharashtra's mortal-
ity rate is one of the highest in
the country at 2.12 per cent.
There are 9,678 active cases in
the state at present but the
daily new cases have come
down substantially. 
Tope also said there was no
dearth of vaccines in the state.
"We have a surplus of vaccines.
At present, we have 1.77 crore
vaccines available. Covishield
stock is 1.13 crore and Covaxin
is 64 lakh," he said.

Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said

the rate of 
vaccination in
the state had
been high and
that is why the
wave is likely to

be mild. 

'Public participation key to achieving
cleaner air for all': Environment Minister
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Union Minister for
Environment, Forests
and Climate Change

(EF & CC), Bhupender
Singh Yadav has called for a
concerted action by all to
contain the growing men-
ace of air pollution in
Indian cities. 
Inaugurating a two-day sen-
sitization-cum-review work-
shop on National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) for the
Western Region states of

Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh in
Mumbai on Tuesday, Yadav
asked all officials and stake-
holders to work with a mis-
sionary zeal and understand
that "fighting air pollution is
not just a job, but a service
to humanity. Public partici-
pation is key to achieving
cleaner air for all with sensi-
tisation of mayors, NGOs,
students, and the public." 
The National Clean Air
Programme has been
launched by the Centre as a

long-term, time-bound,
ational level strategy to tack-
le the air pollution problem
across the country in a com-
prehensive manner. 
It aims to achieve 20 per
cent to 30 per cent reduc-
tion in Particulate Matter
concentrations by 2024
keeping 2017 as the base
year. Under NCAP, 132 non-
attainment cities (NA
Cities) have been identified
across the country based
on the Air Quality data
from 2014-2018. 

A number of MoUs were
also signed between
NCAP and eligible
Maharashtra's cities under
the a15th Finance
Commission Million Plus
Cities Challenge Fund'. 

Maharashtra on
Tuesday recorded
766 fresh Covid-19

cases and 19 
fatalities from the
disease, taking the

overall tally of
infections to

6,631,297 and the
death toll to

140,766

Fadnavis-Raj Thackeray
have 'lunch pe charcha' 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra Leader
of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis,

along with his wife Amruta,
called on Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena President
Raj Thackeray and his
spouse Sharmila, at the lat-
ter's new home, 'Shivtirth' in
Dadar this afternoon. 
As wild political speculation
was triggered by the devel-
opment, MNS Spokesperson
Sandeep Deshpande clari-
fied that the Thackeray fami-
ly had invited the Fadnavis
couple for lunch. 

However, he claimed he was
not privy to what was actually
discussed at this private
'house-warming' gathering
among the high-profile lead-
ers, particularly with talks
about the BJP-MNS joining
hands for the upcoming civic
elections to various major
municipalities in the state in
the first quarter of 2022. 
Deshpande added that earli-
er, several celebs including
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar
and politicians like BJP lead-
ers Ashish Shelar and Prasad
Lad have dropped in at Raj
Thackeray's new home. 
Akin to the BJP, the MNS is

known to take potshots at the
ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government of Shiv
Sena-Nationalist Congress
Party-Congress, which will
complete 2 years in office on
November 28. 
Raj Thackeray's estranged
cousin Uddhav Thackeray
and his family had cast aside
differences and in a warm
gesture, attended the wed-
ding of nephew Amit (Raj)
Thackeray in January 2019. 
Barely 10 months later,
Uddhav Thackeray took over
as the Chief Minister, with
the BJP-MNS sitting in the
Opposition ranks. 

Maharashtra may allow
physical classes for 
students from class 1 to 4

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Wednesday
cited a recommendation

from a panel of experts and
said it is likely to allow
resumption of physical classes
for class 1 to 4 students amid a
decline in Covid-19 cases. 
Health minister Rajesh Tope
said the state's Covid-19
Paediatric TaskForce has rec-
ommended physical classes
should be resumed with social
distancing and other norms in
place. "The health department
has no objection. Tomorrow
(Thursday) at the state
Cabinet meeting, I think the
final decision may be taken." 
Tope said the state govern-
ment has asked the Centre
to allow Covid-19  vaccina-
tion for the 12-18 age group.
"We should start vaccination

for children aged between
12-18... this is a vulnerable
population." 
Tope said health workers
and those involved in essen-
tial services should be
allowed to get booster
doses. He added
Maharashtra has adminis-
tered 110 million vaccine
doses. Tope said the state's
40% of the eligible popula-
tion is fully vaccinated. He
added they cannot open all
the facilities considering the
situation in the US and
Europe following a surge in
the Delta variant of Covid-
19. "In Maharashtra apart
from Delta variant, no other
variant has been found." 
The number of active cases
has fallen below the 10,000
level in the state and
prompted the government to
ease most restrictions.

Tope said health workers and
those involved in essential

services should be allowed to
get booster doses. He added

Maharashtra has administered
110 million vaccine doses 

Meanwhile, BJP MP Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
said the Maha Vikas Aghadi, which is set
to complete two years in power in
Maharashtra later this month, has failed
on all fronts and people were distressed.

Maharashtra state board 
recommends offline exams for SSC, HSC

Team Absolute|Pune

The Maharashtra state
education board has
recommended to the

state government that the
upcoming board exams in
February-March be held in
the regular offline mode
given that now schools are
reopened with encouraging
attendance figures. 
In a proposal sent last week,

Maharashtra State Board of
Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education (MSB-
SHSE) has recommended that
the Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC - class 12)
and Secondary School
Certificate (SSC - class 10)
exams be held offline. 
Due to Covid-19, exams were
cancelled last year and the
results were calculated based
on a three-year formula with

marks of the preceding board
exam, class 11 marks and
internal assignments for class
12 and internal ams/assign-
ments/oral exams/homework
and so on for class 10.
However, as normalcy returns
after the second wave of
Covid-19 and schools see
around 85-90 per cent atten-
dance for classes 8 to 12, the
state board has now proposed
offline board exams.

As normalcy returns
after the second wave

of Covid-19 and
schools seearound

85-90 per cent atten-
dance for classes 8 to

12, the state board has
proposed offline

board exams



Los Angeles | Agencies

As Marvel Studios' greatest archer epic
'Hawkeye' starring Jeremy Renner, Hailee
Steinfeld, Florence Pugh, Tony Dalton and

Vera Farmiga premiers Wednesday on Disney+
Hotstar, there's palpable excitement among fans
of the MCU.

Hailee Steinfeld, who plays Kate Bishop, a
skilled archer and 'Hawkeye's biggest fan,
recently spilled the beans on acing the action
sequences in the series. The actress has worked
in tandem with Scarlett Johansson's stunt dou-
ble, Heidi Monkeymaker for the action

sequences of the miniseries. Talking about
her she said, "We got to a place where she

could throw anything at me but that didn't just
happen, I definitely had to prepare for that."

Praising Heidi, the actress shared as to how
she made her feel safe during the filming of
action sequences, "A lot of times, a fight

sequence looks incredibly intricate and very over-
whelming and intimidating, but it's nice to have

somebody that believes in you and pushes you. Heidi
and the entire stunt team always made me feel very
safe, which is important."

Directed by Rhys Thomas and Bert & Bertie, the
six-episode miniseries follows the story of MCU's
greatest archer, who teams up with a 22-year-old
skilled archer and his biggest fan Kate Bishop in order
to defeat the outlaws. 

The series will be available in English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu and Malayalam on Disney+ Hotstar.
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Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Jennifer Lawrence, who portrays Kate Dibiasky in
the new political comedy 'Don't Look Up', has revealed
that in order to immerse herself in her character, a PhD
student and regular weed consumer, she sought permis-
sion from director Adam McKay to smoke marijuana

before a scene with Hollywood star Meryl Streep that had no dia-
logue.As McKay spoke about how the actress threw herself into the
role, Lawrence interrupted and said: "I know what you're going to
say, and I wasn't pregnant (at the time), reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The director agreed: "You were not pregnant. Can I say this?".
The star replied: "I think so, just nobody tell my mother-in-law."
The 'Anchorman' director explained how the actress asked if she

could smoke a joint, with the actress then interrupting: "Because
my character was getting high in the movie."

McKay continued during a Question and answer event for the
film in Los Angeles: "So Jen was like, 'Are you gonna throw me some
improv?,' which we always do. And I was like, 'No, you can get
high.'"The 53-year-old filmmaker was very tempted to take advan-
tage of Lawrence's altered state but ultimately decided it would be
"mean" but the 'Mother!' actress said not everyone on set left her
alone while she was high.

McKay said: "I kept turning to my script supervisor, Cate
Hardman, and was like, 'I just want to say, 'Hey Jen. I think I have a
monologue idea for you.' And I would look at Jen and was like, 'I
can't do it. It would be too mean.' So I left you alone."

She replied: "I was a real target. Everyone was f****** with me… I
guess because I was high. Easy to f*** with."

JENNIFER LAWRENCE GOT
'HIGH' WHILE SHOOTING
FOR 'DON'T LOOK UP'

Priyanka, Nick 'expecting' to 'get

drunk and sleep'!
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Amid separation rumours from her American
pop-singer husband Nick Jonas, Indian
actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas's latest com-

ment about 'expecting' has left her fans stunned.
During a roast session from 'The Jonas Brothers

Family Roast' which premiered on Netflix on
November 23, Priyanka spoke about the "perks of
being a Jonas" and also about having children with
Nick.

During her roast, the 39-year-old actress said that
they are the only couple who do not have any chil-
dren. Nick's brothers Kevin Jonas has two daugh-

ters, and Joe Jonas also shares a daughter with his
wife Sophie Turner.

The actress said: "We're the only couple who
doesn't have kids."

The next statement stunned everyone including
Nick.Priyanka said: "Which is why I'm excited to
make this announcement. Nick and I are expect-
ing..."She then hilariously added: "To get drunk
tonight and sleep in tomorrow!"

"Your face was really funny when I said that,"
Priyanka said to Nick, who replied: "Yeah I was a bit
concerned."

Priyanka and Nick Jonas tied the knot in
Rajasthan in 2018.

Will Smith: I
had sex with so
many women
Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Will Smith
revealed that he developed a
"psychosomatic reaction" to

having an orgasm after having his
heart broken by his first serious girl-
friend when he was 16.

He had earlier revealed that she
was a "beautiful" girl named
Melanie who was unfaithful to him
while he was away on tour.

Will - who has 29-year-old son Trey from a previous relationship
and Jaden, 23, and Willow, 21, with wife Jada Pinkett Smith replied
to the end of his relationship by pursuing "rampant sexual inter-
course", but it only left him feeling more troubled, reports female-
first.co.uk.He wrote in his new memoir 'Will': "I desperately need
relief but as there is no pill for heartbreak, I resorted to the homeo-
pathic remedies of shopping and rampant sexual intercourse.

"Up until this point in my life, I had only had sex with one woman
other than Melanie, but over the next few months, I went full ghetto
hyena. I had sex with so many women, and it was so constitutional-
ly disagreeable to the core of my being, that I developed a psychoso-
matic reaction to having an orgasm. It would literally make me gag
and sometimes even vomit."

The 53-year-old actor said he was desperately trying to find love
with the sexual encounters.

Los Angeles | Agencies

There have been
non-stop specula-
tions about what

the new narrative
'Spider-Man: No Way Home' will be and whether or not
Tobey Maguire and Andrew Garfield's versions of the iconic
character will be present.

Tom Holland's Spider-Man will have many enemies to
face, and many believe that he will have some help from
some very familiar faces as villains such as Doctor Octopus,
Green Goblin and what appears to be a new and updated
version of Electro are confirmed to return.

'No Way Home' tells the tale of Peter Parker/Spider-Man
played by Holland as he seeks the help of Doctor Strange to
make the world forget that his superhero identity was
unveiled. However, the spell goes awry and opens the door
to the multiverse, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Maguire and Garfield's appearance in the movie are still
unconfirmed and this hasn't stopped fans from believing it,
however. Maguire doesn't seem to have spoken much about
his role in the movie, but Garfield has discussed potentially
returning and, it seems that he has had enough.

Garfield played the iconic superhero from 2012 to 2014 in
'The Amazing Spider-Man' and 'The Amazing Spider-Man 2.

Andrew Garfield has had
enough of questions
about 'Spider-Man: 
No Way Home'

Los Angeles | Agencies

Filipino-Americans Olivia Rodrigo
made Grammy history when she
became the first Filipina and sec-

ond-youngest artiste to be nominated in
all four top categories, while H.E.R.
landed eight nods and Saweetie, who is
Chinese, Filipina and Black, landed two,
including Best New Artist. 

Rodrigo, the year's 18-year-old break-
out star, landed nominations for her
debut album, 'Sour' and hit single
'Driver's License' for Album of the Year,
Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and
Best New Artist, reports variety.com. 

Rodrigo follows in the foot-
steps of Billie Eilish who in 2019
landed six similar Grammy
nominations. 

Singer-songwriter H.E.R., who
was raised in the San Francisco
Bay Area, landed nominations
related to her debut full-length
album, 'Back of My Mind'. 

H.E.R. who is part Filipino and part
Black, took home a Grammy Award ear-
lier this year when she won song of the
year for 'I Can't Breathe' at the 63rd
Grammy Awards. 

She made Oscar history a few months
later when she picked up Best Original

Song
for 'Fight For

You' from 'Judas and the Black Messiah'. 
She is one of the few Filipino women

to win in the category.

OLIVIA
RODRIGO, H.E.R.,

SAWEETIE: FILIPINA
AMERICANS HAVE A
BLAST ON GRAMMY

NOMINEES 
LIST
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Strong New Zealand await
stern spin Test from India 

Kanpur|Agencies

Astern examination from the
Indian spin attack, led by
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Ravindra Jadeja, will await
New Zealand when the two

teams face each other in the first of the
two Tests at the Green Park Stadium
here on Thursday.

While New Zealand, the current
holders of the World Test
Championship, will be looking to start
the second cycle on a winning note,
India will be eager to turn the tables
on an opposition which has a 3-2 lead
in the last five Test meetings.

India will be banking a lot on more
experienced batters in Rahane,
Cheteshwar Pujara and Mayank
Agarwal to step up.

The one department where India
won't be lacking in firepower will be
spin. In the last match between the
two teams here in 2016, Ashwin and
Jadeja picked 16 of the 20 New
Zealand wickets.Overall, Ashwin
became the main tormentor with 27
wickets while Jadeja had 14 to his
name, leaving New Zealand in a spin.
If the pitch remains the same like it
was in 2016, expect Ashwin and Jadeja
with Axar Patel, who picked 27 wickets
in Tests against England at home earli-

er this year, to lead the demolition job
for India with the ball.

If the spin troika comes together,
then it will be baptism by fire for the

visitors. Tom Latham will have to do
well at the top in the absence of Devon
Conway while Kane Williamson, Ross
Taylor and Henry Nicholls have to

boost the middle-order response
against Ashwin and Co. Their combi-
nation, especially in terms of bowling,
is yet to be decided but they might
pick three spinners in Ajaz Patel, Will
Somerville and Mitchell Santner along
with pace options in Tim Southee and
Neil Wagner. All said, India will start as
favourites, as affirmed by Williamson
in the pre-match presser. One won't be
surprised if the script from 2016 pans
out in 2021.

Sathiyan, Ayhika move to next
round; Manika, Sharath bow out

Houston (US)|Agencies

India paddlers Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran and Ayhika
Mukherjee advanced to

the next round while the
likes of Manika Batra,
Sharath Kamal crashed out

of the tournament on the opening day of the
2021 World Table Tennis Championships
Finals, here.Tokyo Olympian G Sathiyan beat
Ukraine's Yaroslav Zhmudenko 4-0 (11-2, 11-
9, 11-4, 11-3) in the men's singles round of
128 on Tuesday to set up a clash against Table
Tennis Federation of Russia's Vladimir
Sidorenko in the round of 64.

However, the remaining three Indian men's
singles players - Sharath Kamal, Anthony
Amalraj and Harmeet Desai, lost their respec-
tive first round matches.

The four-time Olympian lost to Belgium's
Cedric Nuytinck 1-4 (11-9, 5-11, 6-11, 7-11, 9-
11) while Harmeet Desai was blanked 4-0 (9-
11, 7-11, 7-11, 4-11) by German player
Benedikt Duda.

Meanwhile, 35-year-old Amalraj went
down to Nigeria's 41 years old Bode Abiodun

3-4 (6-11, 11-5, 11-5, 8-11, 12-10, 9-11, 6-
11) in a contest of veterans.

In the women's singles, both of India's
Tokyo Olympians - Manika Batra and
Sutirtha Mukherjee had disappointing out-
ings.Batra, India's best-ranked women's

player, went down 3-4 (11-5, 15-13, 8-11, 4-11,
6-11, 11-4, 7-11) to Brazilian youngster Bruna
Takahashi. On the other hand, Sutirtha
Mukherjee lost 1-4 (11-8, 4-11, 5-11, 0-11, 4-
11) to South Korea's Choi Hyo-joo.

India's Madhurika Patkar also fell to Japan's
Saki Shibata 0-4 (7-11, 4-11, 3-11, 8-11).

Youngster Ayhika Mukherjee emerged as
India's only victor in the women's singles as
she beat Egypt's Farah Abdel-Aziz 4-2 (11-7,
14-16, 8-11, 11-6, 11-9, 11-6). Ayhika will now
face opponent Japan's Hina Hayata, the cur-
rent world No 18 in the round of 64. In mixed
doubles, Sharath Kamal and Archana Kamath
beat the Algerian pair of Sami Kherouf and
Katia Kessaci 3-0 (11-7, 11-6, 11-7). The other
Indian mixed doubles team comprising
Sathiyan Gnanasekaran and Manika Batra got
a bye in the round of 64.

INDIA V NEW ZEALAND 1ST CRICKET TEST MATCH World TT C'ships Finals

David de Gea, late improvements
give Man United win in Villarreal

Madrid|Agencies

Manchester United won 2-0 away to
Villarreal thanks to goals from Cristiano
Ronaldo and Jadon Sancho to book

their place in the last-16 of the Champions
League.The win on Tuesday night comes just
three days after the club sacked Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer and for much of the game United were
second best to Villarreal, who dominated the
ball only to be frustrated by several great saves
from David de Gea.

Caretaker coach Michael Carrick made four
changes from the 4-1 defeat at Watford on
November 20 that cost Solskjaer his job, with
Donny van de Beek, Anthony Martial, Fred and
Alex Telles coming into his starting 11.

United came into the game more as the half
came to a close with Ronaldo heading Telles's
cross straight at Geronimo Rulli in the
Villarreal goal. United improved after the
changes and Ronaldo put them ahead 12 min-
utes from time after Rulli and Capoue made a
mess playing the ball out from the back allow-
ing Fred to make a challenge, with the ball

falling kindly for Ronaldo to score. Sancho
assured the win with an excellent goal in the
last minute, with the winner finishing off a

swift break with a powerful shot from the edge
of the penalty area to ease the crisis at least in
Europe.

HARMANPREET HOPEFUL OF WOMEN'S IPL
AFTER WINNING WBBL PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian women's T20I captain
Harmanpreet Kaur is hoping that her
blitzes in the Women's Big Bash

League (WBBL) would work as a stepping
stone towards the establishment of
women's Indian Premier League (IPL)."I
think we have been looking at this for a
long time and I hope, you know, sooner
this women's IPL will also start and we
will also invite overseas players over there
so that they can also share their experi-
ence with our domestic players,"
Harmanpreet was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.

"Performance is something which is in
our hands and that's what we have been
doing and the rest of the things are totally
dependent on the BCCI. We can't do
something extra on that but we can only
request and that's what we have done, you
know, for many years. They know better
than us. They know when to do it and how
to start," she added.

Harmanpreet made 399 runs for the
tournament at an average of 66.50 and
strike-rate of 135.25, including three

match-winning half-centuries. In addition
to being Renegades' leading run-scorer,
she was also their leading wicket-taker
bagging 15 wickets at an economy rate of
7.46. Harmanpreet becomes the third
overseas player to be named the WBBL's
player of the tournament after New
Zealand duo Devine (twice) and Amy
Satterthwaite.

Indonesia Open: Sindhu survives
Ohori scare, advances into second

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Idian badminton ace PV Sindhu
advanced to the second round of the
women's singles at the Indonesia

Open 2021 in Bali on Wednesday after
defeating Japans Aya Ohori 17-21, 21-
17, 21-17. In the second round, Sindhu
will face Germany's Yvonne Li, who
edged past Turkish shuttler Neslihan
Yigit 19-21, 23-21, 21-13.The world No.
22 Ohori's aggressive play caught
Sindhu off guard as she conceded a 13-
9 lead in the first game. However using
her experience, Sindhu rallied back to
draw level at 15-15 and even took a one-
point lead. But Ohori responded with
four consecutive points and wrapped
up the first game 21-17. Ohori carried
her rhythm into the second game, rac-
ing to a 4-0 lead but Sindhu amped up
her game to take the second game 21-17

and forced a decider. The third game
proved to be a closely-fought affair as
both players enjoyed patches of domi-
nance. However, with the score level at
15-15, Sindhu found her flow and
repeated the second-game scoreline to

win the match in one hour and 10 min-
utes.In the mixed doubles, India's
Dhruv Kapila and N Sikki Reddy bowed
out following a 21-7, 21-12 defeat to
Japan's Kyohei Yamashita and Naru
Shinoya.

SHREYAS IYER TO
MAKE TEST DEBUT 
IInnddiiaa  sskkiippppeerr
AAjjiinnkkyyaa  RRaahhaannee
ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  tthhaatt
mmiiddddllee--oorrddeerr  bbaatt--
tteerr  SShhrreeyyaass  IIyyeerr
wwiillll  mmaakkee  hhiiss
TTeesstt  ddeebbuutt  iinn  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  TTeesstt  aaggaaiinnsstt  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd
oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy  aafftteerr  ooppeenneerr  KKLL
RRaahhuull  wwaass  rruulleedd  oouutt  ooff  tthhee
sseerriieess  dduuee  ttoo  aa  mmuussccllee  ssttrraaiinn
oonn  lleefftt  tthhiigghh..  IInn  ffiirrsstt--ccllaassss
ccrriicckkeett,,  IIyyeerr  hhaass  ssccoorreedd  44,,559922
rruunnss  iinn  5544  mmaattcchheess  aatt  aann  aavveerr--
aaggee  ooff  5522..1188,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  1122  cceenn--
ttuurriieess  aanndd  2233  hhaallff--cceennttuurriieess..

Squads
IInnddiiaa::  AAjjiinnkkyyaa  RRaahhaannee  ((ccaappttaaiinn)),,  MMaayyaannkk  AAggaarrwwaall,,  SShhuubbmmaann  GGiillll,,
CChheetteesshhwwaarr  PPuujjaarraa,,  SShhrreeyyaass  IIyyeerr,,  SSuurryyaakkuummaarr  YYaaddaavv,,  WWrriiddddhhiimmaann  SSaahhaa
((wwiicckkeettkkeeeeppeerr)),,  RRaavviinnddrraa  JJaaddeejjaa,,  RRaavviicchhaannddrraann  AAsshhwwiinn,,  AAxxaarr  PPaatteell,,
UUmmeesshh  YYaaddaavv,,  IIsshhaanntt  SShhaarrmmaa,,  MMoohhaammmmeedd  SSiirraajj,,  JJaayyaanntt  YYaaddaavv,,  KKSS
BBhhaarraatt  ((wwiicckkeettkkeeeeppeerr))  aanndd  PPrraassiiddhh  KKrriisshhnnaa..
NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd::  KKaannee  WWiilllliiaammssoonn  ((ccaappttaaiinn)),,  TToomm  LLaatthhaamm,,  RRoossss  TTaayylloorr,,
HHeennrryy  NNiicchhoollllss,,  TToomm  BBlluunnddeellll  ((wwiicckkeettkkeeeeppeerr)),,  WWiillll  YYoouunngg,,  GGlleennnn  PPhhiilllliippss
((wwiicckkeettkkeeeeppeerr)),,  DDaarryyll  MMiittcchheellll,,  TTiimm  SSoouutthheeee,,  NNeeiill  WWaaggnneerr,,  KKyyllee
JJaammiieessoonn,,  WWiilllliiaamm  SSoommmmeerrvviillllee,,  AAjjaazz  PPaatteell,,  MMiittcchheellll  SSaannttnneerr  aanndd  RRaacchhiinn
RRaavviinnddrraa..

Barca facing Champions League
exit after draw at home to Benfica

Barcelona|Agencies

FC Barcelona are facing
elimination from the
Champions League

after they were held to a 0-0
draw at home to Benfica in
a rain-swept Camp Nou sta-
dium here. The result
means that anything less
than a win for Barca away
to Bayern Munich in the
last group game would see
them eliminated from the
competition if Benfica win
at home to Dynamo Kiev,
who are assured of finishing
last in the group.With sev-
eral players out through
injury or not being includ-
ed in the squad for the
Champions League on

Tuesday night, Xavi played
a side with three central
defenders and two wing-
backs to try and use the full
width of the pitch.Once
again Barca started brightly
and played some of their
best football in the past few
months, but they had a big
let-off in the 35th minute
when Nicolas Otamendi
scored a spectacular shot
for Benfica following a cor-
ner, only for the goal to be
ruled out as the ball had
curled out of play before his
strike.The result books
United's place in the last 16
of the competition, while
Villarreal will qualify if they
draw away to Atalanta in
the final group match.

FC BENGALURU UNITED'S SHELTON, SRIJITH AIM TO MAKE THEIR MARK
75TH SANTOSH TROPHY

Bengaluru|Agencies

FC Bengaluru United
youngsters Shelton Paul
and Srijith R, who have

been selected to represent
Karnataka in the 75th edition
of Santosh Trophy, are aim-
ing to perform well and
make their mark in the ongo-
ing tournament.The
Bengaluru-based club has
garnered a reputation for
bringing in and signing tal-
ents who are touted to be
long-term prospects from the
state.

In a recent interaction,
Shelton, who is a winger, and
goalkeeper Srijith spoke on

how their time at FC
Bengaluru United has helped
them grow as players and
how they are looking forward
to carry their learnings into
the historically rich tourna-
ment, which traces its origins
to pre-Independence India.

"I would like to thank FC
Bengaluru United for believ-
ing and showing faith in me
and signing me up," Shelton
said."Working with Richard
Hood sir (Head Coach) has
been a great opportunity. He
has pushed me hard both on
and off the pitch. This has
helped me improve all
around as a player and I am
looking forward to represent-

ing my state," he added.
FC Bengaluru United, the

BDFA Super Division League
defending champions
recently played in the I-
League qualifiers, and were
also invited to participate in
the iconic Durand Cup.
Competing these tourna-
ments has helped the 22-
year-old Shelton gain some
vital experience."During
those tournaments, I learned
many things from the more
senior and experienced play-
ers. They had a very positive
impact on me and helped
me grow as a player,'' the
winger said.For Srijith, play-
ing in the tournaments was

an inclusive learning experi-
ence.

"I personally took home
immense tactics and game-
ways from Kunzang Bhutia -
pressure management, the
way he was a rock for our
team till the semis moved
me and sharing a position
with a player like him has
helped me develop my skill
set," he said."When you
share a team with numerous
experienced players who
have played on an interna-
tional level too, you tend to
pick on their mindset and
the knack of reading every
opponent which is a huge
requirement as a goalkeep-

er."Karnataka has reached
the semi-finals of the
Santosh Trophy on two occa-
sions but has never made it
past this hurdle. But Shelton
and Srijith believe the time is
for them to finally go the dis-
tance.

"We have reached the
semi-finals twice so this time
we are hoping for gold and
are confident we will achieve
it," said Shelton.Karnataka
opened their Santosh Trophy
campaign with a sparkling 4-
0 win over traditional rivals
Tamil Nadu."We take one
game at a time and hope the
results favour us," said
Srijith.

Karim Benzema handed one-year
suspended prison in sex tape case

Paris|Agencies

AFrench court on
Wednesday handed
France and Real Madrid

striker Karim Benzema a one-
year suspended sentence and
fined him 75,000 euros after he
was found guilty of complicity in
the attempted blackmail of his
former team-mate Mathieu
Valbuena with a sex tape.

The 33-year old Benzema was one of five
people put on trial last month over an attempt
to extort Valbuena. Four of his co-defendants
in the trial were also found guilty on
Wednesday and were handed jail sentences
ranging from 18 months suspended to two-
and-a-half years in prison.

Benzema was not in court in the Paris sub-

urb of Versailles for the verdict.
However, his lawyers present
there also said they would
appeal his conviction.

"The reaction is ultimately an
angry one to this judgment
which is perfectly contradicto-
ry," his lawyer, Sylvain Cormier,
told reporters outside
court.Notably, the case dates
back to June 2015, when both
Benzema and Valbuena were at

a French training camp. At the camp,
Benzema put pressure on Valbuena to pay off
the blackmailers, whom he had conspired
with to act as an intermediary, the prosecu-
tors said.However, Benzema has always
denied the allegations and insisted he was
only trying to help Valbuena get rid of the
compromising video, a BBC report said.
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Hina Khan

entertainmententertainment

Team Absolute|Mumbai

'Bigg Boss 15' is moving ahead with twists and turns to hold on
to viewer attention. And the latest news doing the rounds is
that Rakhi Sawant is entering the show as a wild card contest-

ant.The channel, of course, has not said a word on the speculation
doing the rounds.Sources said that Rakhi, who caught the nation's
attention with her antics in the opening season of 'Bigg Boss', has
been quarantined with Rashami Desai and Devoleena Bhattacharjee
in preparation for her entry into the house.

For Rakhi, who's now doubles as a politician affiliated with the
Republican Party of India faction headed by Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas Athavale, the 'Bigg Boss'
house is familiar territory, for she was a part of it in the previous sea-
son as a challenger and finalist.In the last few days, three wild card
entries have been named. They are Desai, Bhattacharjee and Abhijit
Bichukale, who earned his spurs in 'Bigg Boss Marathi'. When Rakhi
enters the house, new equations are bound to be set in motion.

SHAAN: THERE ARE NO
WALLS IN MUSIC TODAY
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Singer Shaan, who has belted out
hits after hits such as 'Tanha dil',
'Deewangi deewangi' and 'Kuch to
hua hai among many others, is
happy that there are no walls in

music today and that everything is accept-
ed by listeners.

Shaan, who has been featured as the
'Artiste Of The Week' at BIG FM's 'The Blue
Mic', gained spotlight in 1999 with the
number 'Bhool Ja' and the game changed
completely for him in 2000, when he sang
a superhit song 'Tanha dil tanha safar'.

Talking about how he feels about new
age musicians, Shaan in a conversation
with IANS said: "We have very exciting new

talent and also new genres of music that
were not as popular in our times like Desi
Rap, Folk Fusion etc. Having said that,
there are no walls in music today and
everything is accepted."

Be it 'My dil goes goes mmm' or 'Chup
chupke' among many others, Shaan has
been associated with romantic songs
throughout his career.

Is there any specific reason?
"I may have been labelled as a romantic

singer but I have sung many party songs
and other genres too. But yes romance is
my forte I guess," he added.

The Blue Mic, is an initiative by BIG FM
and Hungama Artist Aloud. It is a platform
to explore new music.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After the blockbuster 'Kabir
Singh', Shahid Kapoor is back
with yet another entertainer,

this time a cricket drama titled
'Jersey'. The trailer of the film was
recently unveiled by the makers and it
bowled over the audience.

While the audience is eagerly waiting to
witness the sports drama on the silver
screen, Shahid revealed something about
his experience of working in the film, which
makes it worth the wait.

The actor said, "'Jersey' is a strong story
with a new, original and fresh character.
You could also say, I tried my best not to do
this film. Credit to Gowtam for working
with me and waiting for me. I'm so happy I
did this movie. I can safely say this is my
best film yet (sic)."

Hailing the team for its perseverance,
Shahid added, "I want to thank Allu Arvind

sir
and

Dil Raju
for having

the heart and
being the producers that they are. I must
say they are lovers of cinema in the true
sense. They wanted to share the story the
way we had conceived it. I am happy that
the film is coming out on the big screen,
the way it was supposed to. It was the most
collaborative and understanding team I
have worked with in a long time", he
added.

Shahid
Kapoor wears

'Jersey' with pride,

calls it his best film
so far

SUNNY LEONE REUNITES WITH
'BABY DOLL' HITMAKER KANIKA
KAPOOR FOR NEW TRACK

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Sunny Leone will soon start
shooting for her music video
titled 'Madhuban' for which she

has reunited with 'Baby Doll' singer
Kanika Kapoor.

The two have delivered hit dance
numbers in the past and have been
hailed as a great actor-singer duo.

What makes this song special is
that the male singer of the track,
Arindam Chakraborty was chosen
after he won a contest #ReelyFamous

hosted on Instagram by music label
Saregama. The second winner,
Shivika Pratap Singh, will be seen
next to Sunny Leone grooving to the
song. The song will be choreo-
graphed by Ganesh Acharya, who
has worked with Sunny earlier on the
sensational number 'Trippy Trippy'.
Talking about her new outing, the
actress said, "I am thrilled to be
teaming up with Kanika and Ganesh
and and I am thoroughly enjoying
the experience. Kanika and I have
done so many chartbuster numbers

together; Ganesh master has choreo-
graphed me a lot. But this song has a
special place in my heart. It is already
a hit on reels and we have created a
cracker of a dancer number togeth-
er."

The song will see Sunny in an
Indian look in a large scale setting.
Set to tune by Toshi and Shaarib
Sabri, the song will hit the airwaves
shortly and will be released on
Saregama Music's YouTube channel
and music apps.

'Bigg Boss 15': Is Rakhi Sawant
the latest wild card entry?

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Ram Madhvani's crime thriller
'Aarya', starring Sushmita Sen,
is one of India's most loved

web series and now the show is set
to return with its second season.

Owing to
its rapt sto-
rytelling,
the series

also bagged a nomination at the
International Emmy Awards this
year. Earlier, the teaser of Sushmita
Sen's ferocious look set the Internet
ablaze in the motion poster of '
Aarya 2' that left the audience raving
as it shows Sushmita pointing a gun
at her target from a chopper.

There are moments from every
shoot that stay with an actor and
linger on their minds. Sharing one
such incident from 'Aarya 2',
Sushmita said, "As we move along,
in this journey of showing and
telling people the making and the
process, eventually you are going to
find many of those incidents on
record. Well, there is a particular
scene we shot at a helipad in Jaipur,
this scene had a formulation."

The scene in question was a 24-
minute-long take that was shot in
one go and with a lot of variations.
The actress added, "It was a very
important sequence for Season 2.
You would be aware that in
Rajasthan, it doesn't rain off season
but just at the end of every 24-
minute-long take, it thundered and
it rained, just for us! We got this
amazing background score and our
director (Ram Madhvani) who loves
environmental sounds said it could-
n't have been better. So, this is the
high point for 'Aarya' for all of us and
that particular day remains a very
memorable one for us."

'Aarya' marked Sushmita Sen's
digital debut as it also saw 'Neerja'
director Ram Madhvani making his
foray into the web space. The trailer
of the second season will be
unveiled on November 25.

'AARYA 2' MOTION POSTER
FEATURES A FEROCIOUS
SUSHMITA SEN

MMaaddhhuurrii  rreeccrreeaatteess
''EEkk  ddoo  tteeeenn'',,  ''CChhaannnnee
kkee  kkhheett  mmeeiinn''  

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Twinkle toes Madhuri Dixit-
Nene has given a sprinkle of
Bollywood to singer Meghan

Trainor's track 'Me Too' on social
media.

The Bollywood dancing diva
Madhuri jumped on the trend wagon
as she danced on the number 'Me
Too' on Instagram reels.

In the clip, she starts off easily with
effortless steps and then gives a spin
of the hook steps of 'Ek do teen',
'Channe ke khet mein' and 'Tamma

tamma' -- a few tracks featuring the
actress.

For the caption, she chose a line
from the song: "If I was you."

Madhuri's reel currently has over
2.8 million views on social media.
The dance clip also caught the atten-
tion of actress Mouni Roy, who
dropped "heart-eye" emojis.

The 54-year-old actress is an
ardent social media user. She keeps
updating her fans and followers with
regular posts and pictures.

On the big screen, Madhuri was
last seen in the 2019 film 'Kalank'.
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