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JAMMU | Agencies

"The souls of Syama Prasad
Mukherjee and Prem Nath Dogra will be
sending their blessings on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi", Shah said.
Prem Nath Dogra was the founder of
Praja Parishad party which was later
merged into the Jan Sangh.
Earlier, Shah inaugurated the new
campus at the IIT-Jammu and also laid
foundation stones of many developmental projects.
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Rizwan, Azam end Pakistan's
hoodoo with a ten-wicket..

Adele wants Idris Elba to be the next
James Bond...

Devi, it is sunshine now and I am speaking to you.
"Today is a special day since it is the
birthday of Prem Nath Dogra. Not only
the people of Jammu, but the people of
the entire country cannot forget him.
"He was the great personality who
joined Syama Prasad Mukherjee and
declared that one country cannot have
two flags, two Prime Ministers and two
constitutions.

Live TV
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NOBODY WILL BE ALLOWED TO SCUTTLE
PEACE AND PROGRESS IN J&K: SHAH
U
nion Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday said that nobody will
be allowed to scuttle peace,
progress and prosperity in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Addressing a public rally in Bhagwati
Nagar area of Jammu city, Shah said,
"The monopoly of three families is over
once and forever.
"I don't want to name them, but
everybody knows them. They are today
asking us what we have done. We have
done what they could not do in 70 years.
"We have given employment, empowerment and space to those who
remained neglected in 70 years.
"Power will now be exercised by
Panchs and Sarpanchs, the days of
monopoly and exploitation are over," he
said.
He said at no cost would anybody be
allowed to scuttle peace, progress and
prosperity in J&K.
"I have come to assure you that the
days of injustice with Jammu are over.
Development will now take place for
both Jammu and Kashmir", he said.
Shah said he had apprehensions
whether he could address Sunday's rally
or not due to bad weather.
"With the blessings of Mata Vaishno
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Guard me from 'legal
action,' NCB's Wankede
appeals to Mumbai top cop
Mumbai:Apparently
rattled by the revelations
of a witness in the raid
on a cruise ship rave
party, Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) Zonal
Director Sameer
Wankhede on Sunday
sought police help to
protect him from possible "legal action". In a
letter to the Mumbai
Commissioner of Police
(Hemant Nagrale),
Wankhede claimed that
he has learnt of "some
precipitate legal action"
for framing him falsely, is
being planned by some
unknown persons concerning the raid on the
cruiser on October 2.
Indirectly referring to a
statement by Nationalist
Congress Party national
Spokesperson and
Maharashtra Minister
Nawab Malik last week,
the NCB chief wrote: "It
is also brought to your
notice that threat of jail
and dismissal have been
issued against the undersigned on public media
by highly respectable
public functionaries."

Petrol price increased
most in one year under
Modi rule: Congress
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Congress on
Sunday slammed the
government over yet
another hike in petrol
prices and alleged that in
one year under the Modi
rule the prices have
increased manifold which
is also a record.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
Congress General
Secretary tweeted in Hindi,
"Modi government has
made big records in giving
pain to the people, highest
unemployment under
Modi government, most
government assets sold
under Modi government
and petrol prices have also
increased most under
Modi rule."
Rahul Gandhi also

tweeted in Hindi, saying,
"Tax robbery on petrol
prices continues and if
elections are anywhere
then this may stop.
Congress Chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala took a swipe at
the Centre and tweeted
"good days" along with a
newspaper report on the
hike of the petroleum
products.
Petrol and diesel prices
rallied to their highest ever
levels across the country,
as rates were hiked again
for the fifth consecutive
day on Sunday.
Accordingly, the pump
price of petrol in Delhi rose
by 35 paise to its highestever level of Rs 107.59 a
litre while diesel prices
also rose by the same mar-

gin to Rs 96.32 a litre,
according to a price notification of state-owned fuel
retailers.
In the financial capital
Mumbai, petrol prices have
now risen to Rs 113.47 per
litre while diesel to Rs
104.47 a litre, the highest
among all metros.
Diesel prices have
increased 24 out of the last
30 days taking up its retail
price by Rs 7.80 per litre in
Delhi.
With diesel prices rising
sharply, the fuel is now
available at over Rs 100 a
litre in several parts of the
country. This dubious distinction was earlier available to petrol that had
crossed Rs 100 a litre-mark
across the country a few
months earlier.

'Kashmiri Pandits asked to give PM to visit Italy, UK for G-20 Summit & COP-26 from Oct 29
undertaking if they don't take security'
Team Absolute|New Delhi

SRINAGAR | Agencies

T

he Kashmiri Pandit families living in the valley
have been offered security by the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, but those who
do not wish to take the security have to give an undertaking,
which says that they will be
responsible for their own
security and won't blame the
police or government for that,
Kashmiri Pandit leader Sanjay
Tickoo said on Sunday.
Tickoo said a majority of
Kashmiri Pandits have refused
to give that undertaking. "We
are told to give two rooms in

our houses for security forces,
maximum people have rejected that offer, but the surprising
thing is that an undertaking is
taken from them addressed to
the concerned SSP that they
don't want to take security.
"There is a line in the end
which says God forbid if
something happens, it's
responsibility will not be on
the police or the government,"
Tickoo said.He said he has

India will play key role in making our planet
a better place: Modi in 'Mann Ki Baat'
Team Absolute|New Delhi

P

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday in his
monthly 'Mann Ki Baat'
radio programme hailed the
health workers on the fastpaced Covid vaccination drive
which has covered over 100
crore people, and also on the
occasion of UN Day on Sunday
said 'India will play a key role
in making our planet a better
place'.He said, "India has
always worked for world peace.
This is seen in our contribution
to the UN Peacekeeping forces.
India is also working to make
Yoga and traditional methods
of wellness more popular."He
said one of the things that is
capturing people's imagination is the usage of drones in

India. Youngsters and the
world of startups are very
interested in this subject.The
Prime Minister said that India
is working on using drones for
transportation, including
delivery of goods to homes
and assistance during emergencies monitoring law order.
Soon drones will be deployed
for all such needs, he said.The
PM said the drone sector was
filled with too many restrictions and regulations. This has
changed in recent times. The
new drone policy after introduction of this policy, many
foreign and domestic startups
have invested in drone startups. The Army, Navy and Air
Force have placed orders of
more than Rs 500 crore to
Indian companies for drones.

raised the issue with the IG
Police and Lt. Governor, but so
far there has been no
response. "I have put this up
with the LG and the IGP and
asked them what this is all
about? But there is no
response, that's very unfortunate," he said.After the eruption of militancy in Kashmir in
early nineties there was a
mass migration of Kashmiri
Pandits, but over 800 Pandit
families remained and did not
migrate. Recently, many civilians have been targetted and
some of them were members
of the minority community in
Kashmir.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be visiting
Rome and Glasgow from October 29 to November
2, 2021 to attend the 16th G-20 Summit and the
World Leaders' Summit of COP-26 respectively.
According to the Ministry of External Affairs officials, Modi will be participating in the 16th G-20
Summit from 30-31 October at the invitation of
Prime Minister of Italy Mario Draghi in Rome. The
Summit will also be attended by Heads of
State/Government of G-20 Member Countries, the
European Union, and other invited countries and
International Organisations.
This will be the 8th G-20 Summit that Modi
would be attending.
The forthcoming summit under the Italian
Presidency is focused on the theme of 'People,
Planet, Prosperity', focusing on the areas of
'Recovery from the Pandemic and Strengthening of
Global Health Governance', 'Economic Recovery
and Resilience', 'Climate Change and Energy
Transition' and 'Sustainable Development and

Food Security'.
The Prime Minister will also hold a number of
bilateral meetings, including with Prime Minister of
Italy Mario Draghi.
The G-20 has emerged as the premier global
forum for international economic cooperation.
India is scheduled to host the G-20 Summit in 2023
for the first time.
PM Modi will, thereafter, travel to Glasgow to
attend the World Leader's Summit of the 26th

CONGRESS OFFERS FREEBIES AHEAD OF FIVE STATE POLLS
 IN THE RUN-UP TO THE POLLS IN FIVE STATES, THE
CONGRESS HAS STARTED OFFERING 'FREEBIES' IN
UTTAR PRADESH. PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA HAS OFFERED SCOOTIES
AND SMARTPHONES. BESIDES, SHE HAS PROMISED
THAT POWER BILLS WOULD BE CUT BY HALF, SUGARCANE RATES WOULD BE INCREASED TO RS 400
AND FARM LOANS WILL BE WAIVED.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he party plans to replicate this strategy in the other pollbound states of Goa, Uttarakhand, Punjab, and Manipur
also. The manifesto committees of all the states going to
the polls are working on the promises which can be put forth.
The Congress has called a meeting on October 26 to discuss
the elections.
Starting from Uttar Pradesh where the Congress is for the
first time in years trying to pose a serious challenge, Priyanka
said: "I met some students, they said they need smartphones

to study and for security. I am happy that with the consent of
the manifesto committee, the Uttar Pradesh Congress today
took a decision to give smartphones to the girls who pass
Intermediate and electronic scooty to Bachelor students."The
Congress is not the principal opposition party in the state but
it is ruling in Punjab and is the main opposition party in three
other states.In Punjab, Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
has announced waiver of arrears of electricity bills up to 2KW

Coronavirus cases on the rise in West Bengal
KOLKATA | Agencies

W

ith the Covid cases hovering around 1,000
for the last three days and the positivity
rate touching nearly 3 per cent, West
Bengal seems to be moving in the opposite direction from the rest of India. Thanks to unchecked
gathering during the pujas, when the infection rate
in other parts of the country is showing signs of
slowing down, cases are on the rise in the state.
A small example will help us understand the situation better. Covid beds in most of the premiere
private hospitals in the city are either occupied or
are nearly full. Belle View Nursing Home - one of
the premiere nursing homes in the city has 47 beds
of which 23 are already occupied. Before the pujas
the number of occupancy was just 10. Similarly,
Calcutta Medical Research Institute has all its 38
beds full and Peerless hospital has 40 occupied out
of 40 beds. In ILS multi-speciality hospital, 27
Covid beds out of the total 38 are occupied and the
administration expects that the rest of the beds will
be full soon.Experts have already warned that West

Conference of Parties (COP-26) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), at the invitation of Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, Boris Johnson.
COP-26 is being held from October 31 to
November 12, 2021 under the Presidency of the UK
partnering with Italy. The high-level segment of
COP-26, titled the World Leaders' Summit (WLS),
will be held on November 1, 2021. The Summit will
be attended by Heads of State/Government of more
than 120 countries. COP-26 was originally slated to
be held in 2020, but it was deferred to 2021 in view
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) manifests the global
will and vision to combat climate change.
At COP-26, the Parties will work to achieve the
completion of Paris Agreement implementation
guidelines; the mobilization of climate finance;
actions to strengthen climate adaptation, technology development and transfer; and keeping in reach
the Paris Agreement goals of limiting the rise in
global temperatures.

Bengal will see a spike in the coming weeks as
Covid-19 norms have been largely flouted during
the recent Durga Puja celebrations and the result is
on the table. When the daily infection rate in
Kolkata before the pujas was hovering around 600,
on Saturday it hit 974 - the highest daily infection
after July 21 when the statistic was 869.Not only in
Kolkata but the infection rate in the districts is also
showing an upward curve. According to an official
of the state health department, the positivity rate in

Cooch Behar is 8.7 per cent, in East Medinipur it is
around 5 per cent, in Nadia it is 4.2 per cent and in
Howrah and Hooghly it is hovering around 2 to 2.5
per cent when before the pujas it was just above
one per cent. Considering the rising cases of Covid
in the state particularly in areas in and around
Kolkata like in districts like Howrah, Hooghly and
North and South 24 Parganas the state has already
announced micro-containment zones in several
areas of Howrah, Hooghly and North 24 Parganas.
Chief secretary H.K. Dwivedi held a virtual meeting with all the district magistrates and asked them
to keep a strict watch on the Covid cases in districts. They have also been asked to impose 'containment zones' in areas where the rate is
high."There was all-round laxity during Durga
Puja, which is likely to push the situation out of
bounds unless we immediately re-impose strict
Covid-19 norms within people and increase the
rate of testing and vaccination in the state," a senior physician in the state and one of the members
of the global advisory committee created by the
state government said.

to more than 52 lakh consumers. Channi said Rs 1,200 crore
has been earmarked for it.
But in Goa during the manifesto meet, there were suggestions that the party should not make tall claims as that might
not work since Goa was ruled by the Congress for a long time.
The manifesto committee headed by Nav Prabhat in
Uttarakhand is also working on the promises to be made to the
voters.
Meanwhile, the Congress is going to raise the issue of inflation and price rise during meetings. The Congress Working
Committee had on October 16 discussed and decided that
between November 14-29 the party would hold mass agitations and awareness programmes named 'Jan Jagran Abhiyan'
against the runaway inflation and price rise.
In this programme, the party workers would reach out to
people and highlight the 'poor handling' of the economy by
the Central government which has resulted in price rise.
During the two-week 'Jan Jagran Abhiyan', all senior officebearers of states, districts, block committees, all frontal organisations, departments and cells will undertake a long 'padyatra'
(march) to touch each polling booth.No public meeting, but
small group meetings will be held to interact with the common people.

Centre to hold meet with states
over soaring edible oil prices
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

head of the Diwali festivities, the Centre
has called a meeting with state and
Union Territories on Monday to review
the action taken on the stock limit order on
edible prices.
Stating that it is monitoring the prices of
edible oils and its availability to the consumers, the Department of Food and Public
Distribution said ut will hold the meeting with
all states/UTs through video conferencing on
the issue, which is especially important to the
context of the upcoming festival season during which demand of edible oils will increase.
In a letter to all states, Secretary, Food and
Public Distribution, Sudhanshu Pandey said
that to ease prices of edible oils for relief of
consumer, various steps have already been
taken by the government, based on the interaction with all the states and edible oil industry associations and a stock disclosure notification has been issued.
This letter comes two days after a letter on
Friday to the states and UTs had dwelt on the

issue and said that it is the responsibility of
the states to enforce relevant provisions of the
Essential Commodities Act and take action on
the ground against hoarders.
The Department has created a web portal
to monitor the stock of edible oils/oilseeds on
a weekly basis in the country, it said in a
release.Demand and consumption of edible
oil is different for the different states/UTs as
per the preference of the consumers.
However, for finalising the stock limit quantity
of edible oils and oilseeds, the states/UTs may
consider/explore the previous stock limit
imposed for edible oils and oilseeds by the
state/UTs. It may be considered that any
stakeholder (refiners, miller, wholesaler etc.)
should not hold the stocks in excess two
months of the storage capacity.
For guidance, states may refer to indicative
limits, which may have been imposed by the
states earlier. "However, for other categories,
similar quantities as appropriate for the state
may be fixed. For example: for refiners, stocks
of maximum of two months of the average
scale of last six months could be used.
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RAPE VICTIM'S STATEMENT CANNOT BE QUESTIONED PM Modi to launch PMASBY
BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER: ALLAHABAD HC
from Varanasi on Oct 25
P
I
PRAYAGRAJ| Agencies

n a significant ruling, the
Allahabad High Court has held
that once the victim in a rape case
has recorded her statement before
the magistrate and it is different from
her statement recorded before the
investigation officer (IO), the IO cannot interrogate her again and put specific questions to her pertaining to the
two different versions given by her in
the two statements.
In such a situation, the IO also cannot record her statements and proceed with the investigation further,
the court added.
In the matters in hand, the victim
after giving her statement under
Section 161 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) before the IO
levelling allegations of rape against
the accused, had changed her version
later in her statement recorded under
Section 164 of the Code before the
magistrate. The IO then recorded the
statement of the victim again under

Section 161 of the Code and put specific questions to her with regards to
the said variations in her statements
and recorded her answers to the said
questions. Giving this judgement,
Justice Samit Gopal observed, "The
statement made by the victim under

section 164 of the Code before the
magistrate stands on a high pedestal
and sanctity during the course of
investigation than that of her statement recorded under section 161 of
the Code by the investigating officer."
The court observed, "The act of

Lalu Prasad lands in Patna
ahead of crucial by-polls
PATNA | Agencies

ashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu
Prasad on Sunday evening arrived in
Patna after four years, just ahead of by-

R

polls.
A large number of RJD supporters and
senior party leaders including Tejashwi
Yadav welcomed Lalu Prasad at Patna airport.
The police deployed a large number of
forces from Patna airport to 10, Circular
Road, the residence of his wife and former
Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi.
The residence of Rabri Devi has been decorated by the supporters of the party to welcome Lalu Prasad. They have also given the
slogan "Lalu means Bihar and Bihar means
Lalu."Even, Lalu Prasad's elder son Tej
Pratap Yadav also decorated his official residence and wrote a slogan "welcome father."
The RJD leaders and supporters had desperately wanted Lalu Prasad to come to
Bihar ahead of crucial Bihar by-elections for
two seats of Tarapur in Munger district and

Kusheshwar Asthan in Darbhanga district.
Jay Prakash Narayan Yadav, one of the
closest aide of Lalu Prasad said that the RJD
is winning these two seats with a big margin.
There is no other party in the fight.
Earlier in the day, the doctors of Delhi
AIIMS examined the health of Lalu Prasad
and allowed him to travel to Bihar. He will
campaign for the party on these two seats.

putting specific questions pertaining
to the variations in the said two statements by the investigating officer is
viewed with an impression of clearly
challenging the authority of a judicial
act. "The IOs have clearly exceeded
their jurisdiction by proceedings to
investigate in such a manner. The
same appears to be with a sole purpose to frustrate the statements
recorded by a magistrate."
The court directed the Uttar
Pradesh DGP to look into the said
new trend of investigation and issue
suitable guidelines so that the sanctity and authority of the judicial proceedings are maintained and they
should not be frustrated by any act
done during investigation.
Besides, the court also directed the
Registrar (Compliance) of this court
and the state government counsel to
communicate this order to the DGP
for its compliance and necessary
action within a period of one month
and submit a compliance report
within one week thereafter.

NIA ARRESTS ONE MORE ISIS
OPERATIVE IN RECRUITMENT
CONSPIRACY CASE
Bengaluru:The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested Muhammad
Tauqir Mahmood, an accused in NIA Case
RC-33/2020/NIA/DLI. NIA officials said on
Sunday that Mahmood, 33, is a resident of
Bengaluru.
Saturday's arrest is a follow up to a case
that NIA had registered under section 120B,
125 of IPC & Section 17, 18 & 18B of UA(P) Act
against Muhammad Tauqir Mahmood, Zuhab
Hameed alias Shakeel Manna, Irfan Nasir and
Mohd Shihab for having affiliation with the
banned terrorist organisations
ISIS/ISIL/Daesh. The NIA had earlier arrested
two accused Ahamed Abdul Cader & Irfan
Nasir who were charge-sheeted on April 1,
this year. Further Investigation has revealed
that accused Muhammad Tauqir Mahmood
in association with co-accused persons had
raised funds, radicalized and recruited
gullible Muslim youth of a Quran Circle group
and illegally sent them to Syria to join ISIS.
Earlier In 2013, Muhammad Tauqir
Mahmood along with his associate had also
visited Syria illegally to liaise with Daesh leadership and had offered support from Indian
Muslims.

LUCKNOW | Agencies

rime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
biggest health infrastructure scheme -- Pradhan
Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth
Bharat Yojana (PMASBY)
worth Rs 64,180 crore on
Monday from his parliamentary constituency, Varanasi.
The Prime Minister will be
in the state to unveil nine
medical colleges from
Siddhartha Nagar, and 30
projects worth Rs 5,000
crore, along with the national
medical scheme from
Varanasi.Under this scheme,
the work of infrastructure,
surveillance, and research
among others will be carried
out in urban and rural areas.
The union government
announced the PMASBY for
the health sector including a
set of reforms and initiatives
for long-term infrastructure

strengthening the public
health system.According to
the government spokesman,
the PMASBY Scheme with an
outlay of about Rs 64,180
crore over five years had
been announced in the
budget 2021-22. The Prime
Minister will launch the
scheme on October 25 during his second visit to UP
within a week.Directions
have been issued for the participation of healthcare professionals and staff from

functional health and wellness centres at the Panchayat
level, Block PHCs and CHCs,
sub district and district hospitals at the block and district level, and the
Government Medical
College of Varanasi through
virtual means. The measures
under the PMASBY scheme
for the health sector focus on
developing capacities of
health systems and institutions across the continuum
of care at all levels -- primary, secondary, and tertiary and on preparing health
systems in responding effectively to the current and
future pandemics/disasters.
The scheme provides a
much-needed infusion of
funds to develop the infrastructure needed for
strengthening state health
systems and meeting future
pandemic needs.

Rs 17,691 Cr invested in 157 approved
medical colleges since 2014: Centre
Team Absolute|New Delhi

G

overnment of India has
given a nod to as many
as 157 new medical
colleges since 2014 and has
invested a total of Rs
17,691.08 crore on these projects, said the Centre on
Sunday here.
Nearly 16,000 undergraduate medical seats would be
added on completion of these
projects. Of these, 6,500 seats
have already been created
with the functioning of 64
new Medical Colleges.
The Central Government
has also provided about Rs
2,451.1 crore for upgradation
of existing state governments
or central government medical colleges to increase MBBS

seats in the country, added
the statement.
The medical colleges are
established under the scheme
in those districts which do not
have either a government or
private medical college. The
preference is given to underserved, backward and aspirational districts.
Under three phases of the
scheme, 157 new medical colleges have been approved,
out of which 63 medical colleges are already functional.
Of the 157 new colleges that
are being established under
the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme, 39 are being set up
in aspirational districts.
The Health Ministry said
that with the objective of creating 10,000 MBBS seats in

the government colleges, the
Ministry is also implementing
the centrally sponsored
scheme for upgradation of
existing State government,
Central government medical
colleges to increase MBBS
seats.
The funding pattern for the
project is 90:10 by Central and
State Governments respectively for the Northeastern
States and Special category
States. However, the ratio is
60:40 for other states with the
upper ceiling cost pegged at
Rs 1.20 crore per seat. A total
of 48 colleges in 15 states
have been approved for
increase of 3,325 seats with Rs
6,719.11 crore released as the
Centre's share, said the ministry.

Decision to release 2 Indian fishermen in Sri Lankan custody on Nov 1 TCS to manage Ram

CHENNAI | Agencies

T

he decision to release two
Indian fishermen from the custody of the Sri Lankan Navy for
allegedly crossing the International
Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL), will
be taken on November 1.
The Sri Lankan Navy said on
Saturday that legal proceedings were
underway at Kayts Magistrate Court.
The two fishermen hail from
Kottaipattanam and Pudukottai in
Tamil Nadu and were apprehended
by the Sri Lankan Navy on October
18.
According to the Sri Lankan Navy,
Indian fishing boats crossing the
IMBL were chased away but the boat
in which the three Indian fishermen - Suganthan, Xavier, and Rajkiran
were fishing did not heed to the Navy
and crossed into the Sri Lankan
waters. The boat hit the Naval vessel
and Raj Kiran was drowned but the
other two, Suganthan and Xavier
were taken into custody by the Sri
Lankan Navy to Jaffna in Northern
Lanka.
However, the Indian fishermen

from Tamil Nadu who were fishing in
other boats close to 'Suresh', the boat
in which the three Indian fishermen
were in, said that the Sri Lankan Navy
had deliberately collided with the
boat used by the Indian fishermen
and that Rajkiran was killed by the Sri
Lankan Navy.
Prabhakaran, a fisherman from
Kottaipattanam, Tamil Nadu who was
close to the boat in which three fishermen were in, said that Raj Kiran

PUNJAB GOT INVESTMENTS OF
RS 99,000 CRORE: MINISTER
Chandigarh|Agencies

unjab has become a
preferred investment
destination with investments of Rs 99,000 crore in
various sectors from across
the globe in the past four and
a half years, state Industries
and Commerce Minister
Gurkirat Singh said on
Sunday.
The sectors include bicycle, agriculture and food processing, logistics, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, textiles
and alloy and steel, he said,
adding that the investments
are coming mainly from the
US, the UK, the UAE,
Denmark, Germany, France,
Spain, Italy, Japan, South
Korea, New Zealand, and
Singapore.
Singh said the state has not
only witnessed global firms
investing but also the existing
players have expressed satisfaction and enthusiasm by
expanding their presence
and operations.
"The investors' confidence
in the growth story of Punjab
even amidst the Covid-19 crisis is a testimony to the

P

was killed by the Sri Lankan Navy.
Meanwhile, the body of Rajkiran
was handed over by the Sri Lankan
naval officials to the Indian side at the
IMBL. The body was brought into
Kottaipattanan on Saturday where
hundreds of people including
Rajkiran's mother, wife, and other relatives were present when the body
was brought to Kottaipattanam. The
body was later cremated the same
day. Tamil Nadu law minister S.

Raghupathy visited the residence of
Rajkiran and handed over a cheque
for Rs 10 lakh sanctioned by the Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin as solatium to
the family of the deceased fisherman.
The minister also promised to provide a job to Rajkiran's wife, Brinda,
who is a qualified lab technician.
Pudkottai district collector Kavitha
Ramu also paid her last respects to
Rajkiran.
Fishermen in Kottaipattanam,
Pudukottai called off the agitation
they were conducting since the news
of Rajkiran's tragic death and the
arrest of Suganthan and Xavier was
received in the mainland.
Murugesan, leader of the fishermen association of Kottaipattanam
while speaking to IANS said, "We are
calling off the agitation for the time
being after talking to the officials who
visited us. We were expecting all three
of them coming back together, however, Rajkiran's body was what we
received but we trust the word of the
officials and are expecting the other
two to reach back home safely in a
few days' time."

temple trust funds
Ayodhya|Agencies

T

he management of the
Ram Temple Trust
funds that have crossed
Rs 3,000 crore, has now been
entrusted to corporate giant,
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), which is developing a
digital accounting software.
The move comes after the
trust faced allegations of corruption over land deals.
Ram temple Trust General
Secretary Champat Rai confirmed the takeover. Sources
said that the decision was
taken at the behest of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), which had
summoned three key Trust
members to Mumbai four
months ago for a closeddoor meeting over the controversial land deals. TCS has

to swell at the peak of the
VHP crowdfunding campaign for the Ram temple
construction, conmen
hacked into the Trust website and created a fake portal
to siphon off funds.
Fraudsters also cloned
cheques of the Trust's bank
account and withdrew big
money after the PSU bank's
clearing house.
The Trust got embroiled in
court cases over allegations
of corruption in land deals,
including purchase of nazul
land and temples.
Temple trust member Anil
Mishra, said, "Digitization of
accounts of Ram Temple
Trust will be handled by TCS.
Our team of chartered
accountants will continue to
maintain accounts of income
and expenses."

To counter China, India has to further
boost engagement with neighbours: CDS
Guwahati|Agencies

state's strong infrastructural
and policy framework," he
said. "We have always got
required support from the
Punjab government, which
makes the state a nice place
to live and work. Punjab is a
state of young people, there is
a good opportunity for autocompanies to setup their
units," a statement quoted
SML Isuzu Lts Director Eiichi
Seto as saying.
He said that they have
never faced a labour shortage
in the state.
The state has made consistent efforts to develop an
ecosystem where both the
domestic and global businesses can thrive competitively, the statement said.
Punjab is holding the twoday Progressive Punjab
Investors' Summit from
October 26.

set up its account's office at
Ramghat near Ram
Janmabhoomi and is scheduled to complete developing
the software by December
and begin digitisation and
management of Trust
accounts. IT experts from the
Tata Group recently gave a
powerpoint presentation of
the software to temple construction committee chairman, Nripendra Mishra.
Temple Trust secretary
Champat Rai said in a press
statement that TCS's digital
performance is good.
"We discussed our
requirements with their software experts, who are now
installing an accounting system. TCS will digitise and
manage our accounts from
December," he said.
When Trust coffers began

C

hief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat on
Saturday said that to counter China's influence,
India has to further increase its engagement in
neighbouring countries.
Noting that China is making "huge" inroads in South
Asia, he said that in the Indian Ocean Region also, the
country reinforced its position as a rising global power.
"Recently, geo-strategic competition and large investment by China in the region is being observed to create a
posture to provide sufficient security to its interests," the
CDS said while delivering the first Ravi Kant Singh
Memorial lecture series titled "Assam at Crossroads:
Geopolitical events in its neighbourhood impacting
Northeast India".
He said that Myanmar and Bangladesh were the main
recipients of Chinese military aid in the recent past, while
significant investments were made in Nepal, Sri Lanka
and the Maldives to expand its strategic foothold.
"Such attempt and adventure in the neighbouring
countries would go against India's national interest and
these are potential threats to India's territorial integrity
and strategic importance."
Gen Rawat also said that Pakistan's state-sponsored
terrorism, coupled with non-state actors' role, against
India is a stumbling block to the peace process between
the two neighbours. Partnership between China and

Pakistan on a wide range of issues, including providing
military hardware to Islamabad and supporting the country in international forums, is an anti-India nexus, he
said.
Talking to the media after the seminar, the CDS said
that India-China border issues have to be seen in its totality, and not as issues about the Ladakh sector or north-

eastern states.
He said that last year like earlier years, there was "some
problem" and talks are going on occasionally at different
levels, including the political, to resolve these issues.
"Issues were taking a long time to resolve, but they are
getting resolved much faster than in the 1980s."
With China's have a habit of utilising money power to
gain popularity in a country, he said that "our Prime
Minister (Narendra Modi) has already clarified that India
believes in security and growth for all".
"We have to apprise our neighbours that India is a permanent friend and engage with them on equal terms and
mutual development," he said, emphasising strengthening cultural ties with the neighbours.
Regarding the recent violent incident against the security forces and the civilians in Jammu and Kashmir, he,
without naming Pakistan, said that India's western adversary is indulging in a proxy war.
"Killings in Jammu & Kashmir are a part of an attempt
of the neighbouring country to spread fear and panic
among the people. People should not be feared or fall
prey to such designs. The intelligence network is also
being strengthened," the CDS said, adding that exodus
from the Valley should not be allowed at all.
He said that Home Minister Amit Shah visited Kashmir
to give confidence to the people that the security forces
and the local administration would bring the situation
under control.
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ANOTHER CONGRESS MLA JOINS Most expensive petrol
being sold in MP
BJP, 27TH SINCE LAST YEAR
 Sachin Birla representing
Badwah seat in Khargone
district joined the BJP at
an event in Bediya in the
presence of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.
However, Senior
Congress leader and former state chief minister
Digvijaya Singh reacted
by stating that "Jo bikau
maal hai voh bikega, jo
tikau maal hai voh tikega
(what's for sale will sell,
what's durable will last).
Team Absolute |Bhopal

I

n another setback to the Congress
ahead of the by-polls for three
assembly and one Parliamentary
seat in Madhya Pradesh, its legislator
Sachin Birla on Sunday switched over
to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Sachin Birla, first-time Congress
MLA from the Barwaha seat of
Khargone district in MP joined the
ruling BJP at Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan's rally in Bedia village
on Sunday. He is the 27th sitting
Congress MLA to have joined the ruling party in the state since the Kamal
Nath-led government fell following
resignations by 22 of its MLAs in
March 2020. Birla joined the BJP at an

event in Bediya, in the presence of
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan. Birla had won the
Assembly election on a Congress ticket from Badwah seat in Khargone district in 2018.Badwah Assembly seat
represented by Birla falls in
Khargone district, but it is a part of
Khandwa Lok Sabha seat, where the
by-poll is scheduled on October 30
along with three other Assembly
seats in the state."MLA Sachin Birla
joined the BJP in the presence of the
chief minister," BJP's media incharge Lokendra Parashar said in a
tweet while sharing the video that
showed Birla being welcomed by

Chouhan, Agriculture Minister
Kamal Patel and other BJP leaders on
stage during a rally at Bedia. Earlier
this month, former Congress MLA
from poll-bound Jobat, Sulochana
Rawat, joined the BJP along with her
son Vishal Rawat.KhandwaBurhanpur Lok Sabha constituency,
along with three Assembly seats,
goes to the polls on October 30. "Jo
bikau maal hai voh bikega, jo tikau
maal hai voh tikega (what's for sale
will sell, what's durable will last),"
Former Chief Minister and Congress
parliamentarian Digvijaya Singh said
about Mr Birla's move.
Meanwhile, Union Civil Aviation

Minister's son seen folding hands when his
car stopped during checking, video goes viral
The video of the incident has gone viral and
Akash can be heard asking the name of
the female
Team
Absolute | Bhopal

T

he son of Madhya
Pradesh Revenue
and Transport
Minister Govind Singh
Rajput, Akash Rajput was
reportedly stopped during magisterial checking
in Sagar on Saturday
(October 23). After
checking the documents
of his vehicle which were
found to be correct,
Akash was allowed to go.
The video of the incident has gone viral and
Akash can be heard asking the name of the
officer. In the video, the police officers can
be seen asking Akash for his car keys. After
some discussion, Akash is permitted to go.
There was magisterial checking in the

CM PAYS
OBEISANCE TO
LAXMI SEHGAL
Bhopal:Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
paid obeisance to great
freedom fighter and social
worker, who has also been
Captain of Azad Hind Fauj
of Netaji Sibhash Chandra
Bose, Padma Vibhushan
awardee Lakshmi Sehgal
on her birth anniversary.
Chouhan has tweeted saying that the country will
always be proud of this
brave daughter like her
who has dedicated her
entire life to the service of
the nation along with the
poor and downtrodden.

entire Sagar district of MP. During this, at
around 5 pm, the car of Akash Rajput
passed and he was stopped by the RTO
who asked them to show the papers of the
vehicle.

minister Jyotiraditya Scindia has also
hit the campaign trail for the bypolls. He will address rallies in the
Khandwa-Burhanpur Lok Sabha
constituency and the Jobat-ST
assembly seat on Sunday and
Monday.
Birla claims that getting recognition from the present CM played a
part in his decision. "After the
Congress government fell in March
2020, I was surprised when the CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan not only
recognised me and called me by
name when we met at Vallabh
Bhawan, but also heard me patiently
and assured me to take up on priority
the pending development works in
55 villages of Barwaha and
Maheshwar assembly constituencies
of Khargone district," he said. Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that r Birla was not heard during the
Kamal Nath government and is being
insulted now that he has moved to
the BJP. "When Kamal Nath was in
power in the state, Sachin Birla met
him many times for irrigation of villages, development of Modern
Mirchi Mandi in Bediya and construction of roads, but Nath never did
anything to address concerns of the
Barwaha constituency. Now
Congress leaders, including Kamal
Nath and Digvijaya Singh are defaming Birla as bikau (saleable), which
amounts to disrespecting the entire
soil and people of the Nimar region,"
he said.

DATIA FESTIVAL
SHOULD BE
GRAND AND
DIGNIFIED:
MISHRA
Bhopal: Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra has given
instructions to organize Datia Mahotsav in
a grand and glorious
manner. Mishra was
presiding over the
meeting of Datia
Festival Committee on
Sunday in Datia. He
said that the upcoming
Datia Mahotsav would
be organized on 5th,
6th and 7th November,
2021. National level
poets and artists will
give their artistic performances in the festival. Mishra said that
the three-day event
would infuse new
enthusiasm and creativity among the
artists of Datia.
Committee members
and public representatives were present in

 The price cross-

es Rs 120 in the
state, the price
is higher in 7
cities of the
state. Inflation is
hiting Madhya
Pradesh the
most. Here once
again the prices
of petrol and
diesel have
increased.
Within a month,
oil prices have
increased for
the 18th time. In
many districts of
the state, the
price of extra
premium petrol
has crossed Rs
120 per liter.
Zafar Alam Khan | Bhopal
www.absoluteindianews.com

P

etrol and diesel prices
have increased once
again in Madhya
Pradesh. Within a month,
the prices of petrol and
diesel were increased for the

18th time.
In many
districts of
the state,
the price
of extra
premium
petrol is above Rs 120 per
liter, while plain petrol has
crossed Rs 118 per liter. The
price of petrol in Bhopal, the
capital of Madhya Pradesh,
was Rs 115.90 on Saturday.
The price of premium petrol
was Rs 119.54.
Ajay Singh, president of
the Petrol-Diesel
Association, said that the
prices of diesel may also
increase, because the fare
may increase by ten percent.
The highest price of petrol
in Madhya Pradesh was in
Balaghat. Petrol was sold
here on Saturday at Rs
118.83. Petrol is beyond Rs
115 in most cities of the
state. The price of premium
petrol is more than Rs 120 in
7 cities of the state.
The prices in Balaghat Rs
118.83, Anuppur Rs 118.71,
Rewa Rs 118.97, Seoni Rs
118.35, Shahdol Rs 118.59,
Sheopur Rs 118.05, Barwani
Rs 118.04, Satna Rs 118.17,
Chhindwara Rs 117.77,
Shivpuri Rs 117.82,
Chhatarpur Rs 117.24

Chief Minister tweets on Prime Ministers Mann Ki Baat

Illuminate festivals of skilled people
by purchasing local material: CM
MP's continued participation in fulfilling PM's resolve of 'Vocal for Local'
 Chouhan has appealed to
the people of the state to
give priority to their local
shopkeepers and locally
made products to buy
essential items on the occasion of festivals.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that it is very
important to promote local products for the development and economic strengthening of the country and the
state. Madhya Pradesh is continuously
ensuring its participation in fulfilling
the resolve of 'Vocal for Local' of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Chouhan has appealed to the people
of the state to give priority to their local
shopkeepers and locally made products

to buy essential items on the occasion
of festivals. With this, not only will you
contribute to the development of the
country and the state, but employment
opportunities will also be available to
the local people. He said that our priority should be local material. If we buy
local, we will help our poor artisans,
weavers and those who make other
local materials celebrate festivals.
Chouhan, listening to the Mann ki
Baat of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, gave a message to the people of
the state to promote Vocal for Local in

his tweet. He said that locally manufactured materials are being promoted in
the roadmap of Atmanirbhar Madhya
Pradesh. In this sequence 'Ek Zila- Ek
Utpad' scheme has also been started.
The characteristics and materials of all
the districts of the state are being made
the identity of the district and branding
is also being done at the national and
international level.
Chouhan said that we have also
formed self-help groups by identifying
those skilled women in the state, who
prepare many types of useful materials
at the local level. All such women have
been encouraged by providing them
financial assistance through banks.
A state level conference of women
self-help groups was also organized
recently to promote and brand the content produced by women in rural areas.
In this conference, women effectively
presented the initiative of self-employment with their skills.

Bamboo products of Dewas district now reach abroad
Prasad given in
bamboo boxes to
devotees on
Navratri festival
Team Absolute|Bhopal

A

ll the districts of Madhya Pradesh are
moving fast in the direction of Local for
Vocal under the "One District-One
Product" scheme included in the roadmap of
Atma-nirbhar Madhya Pradesh. In every district, work is being done to give national and
international recognition to locally produced
materials and special crops produced and to

increase employment opportunities. In this
sequence, bamboo production has been
selected in Dewas district. The products made
from bamboo in the district are reaching not
only in Dewas but also in the country and
abroad. Not only is the district getting a distinct
identity from bamboo products, the local people are also getting employment.
In the Navratri festival, the Dewas district
administration made a unique innovation in
the "One District - One Product" scheme.
Prasad was distributed in bamboo boxes to the
devotees who came to visit the famous and historical Maa Chamunda temple, which was
appreciated with open heart by the devotees.
Now the practice of using bamboo boxes on
Mata ki Tekri is increasing rapidly. Other products made from bamboo are being used in
household as well as cosmetics. Employment is

also increasing due to good demand in the
market. Artizen Company located near Jamgod
on Bhopal Road is making various bamboo
products. The company's CEO Shri Devopam
Mukherjee says that not only India, but the
world's first Process Engineering Debu Board
was established three years ago in Dewas. The
best product among timber wood is Debu
Katanga bamboo, which is a species of bamboo found mainly in Madhya Pradesh. For this
reason, the company has set up its main centre
in Dewas. Bamboo grower farmers are also
benefitting from the bamboo products being
prepared here. The company is doing bamboo
work in other states including Madhya
Pradesh. On the initiative of the district administration, the company got an order for making
bamboo packets for distribution of Prasad during Navratri, which has been highly appreciat-

ed. Now the company is preparing Katanga
bamboo seedlings and making them available
to those farmers who want to increase their
income by taking interest in bamboo cultivation. Bamboo cultivation requires less water
and less investment.
Local Katanga bamboo is currently being
used to produce major products including living room, bedroom, dining room and bathroom furniture, kitchen products, flash and
panel doors, colour options. The furniture prepared here is also being exported to many
countries apart from India. After the preparation of the material, finally biodiesel is also
being made from the remaining bamboo
waste. Local women tell that they are getting 10
to 15 thousand rupees per month by doing furniture work including bamboo cans through
modern machines.

MP High Court To Resume Physical Hearing From Monday; SOP Issued
The Madhya Pradesh High Court has decided to resume physical hearing of cases at the Principal
Seat in Jabalpur and Benches at Indore and Gwalior from October 25, 2021.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

A

n SOP issued in this regard states that it shall
be necessary for Advocates / Parties-in-person entering the Court premises to have
themselves vaccinated/inoculated by at least the
first dose of vaccination. However, Advocates and
Party-in-Person, aged 65 years and above, may
make an oral request to the Bench for taking up
their case for hearing through virtual mode, and
the concerned Bench may consider the request
accordingly.
It entrusts the Office of the Advocate General to
ensure smooth functioning of the physical hearing
of the Cases by deputing an adequate number of
government advocates/panel lawyers in the
Courts.
The SOP designates every Wednesday and
Thursday 02.30 P.M onwards for the final hearing
cases, to be taken up after completion of motion

work.
It allows Advocates and Party-in-Person to file
cases/applications/documents, etc., in physical
form at the Presentation Centres / Filing Counters
at Principal Seat, Jabalpur, and Benches at Indore
and Gwalior. Other than that, cases/applications/
documents, etc., may also be filed through e-filing
mode.The other directions for filing and appearances in light of the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
as mentioned in the SOP, includes that it shall be
necessary to file an application for urgent hearing
in pending cases.
However, no application for urgent hearing will
be required in freshly filed cases.
Mention Memos should only be presented
before the Division Bench-I at Principal Seat
Jabalpur and Benches at Indore and Gwalior, as
the case may be, as was the practice earlier.
Consequently, the facility of DropBox for Mention
Memo and ementioning through chatbox of 'Jitsi

The price of
petrol has
crossed Rs 100 in
Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan,
Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Odisha, Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. Petrol
price is highest in Mumbai.
Let us tell you that the difference in the price of petrol
and diesel in the states
varies due to the tax and the
cost of transportation
imposed by the central and
state government.
The country's three oil
marketing companies
HPCL, BPCL and IOC issue
new rates of petrol and
diesel after 6 am. For new
rates, you can get information by visiting the website.
At the same time, you can
also check the rate through
SMS on mobile phones. You
can also find out about the
price of petrol and diesel by
sending an SMS to 92249
92249. You have to send
RSP<space> petrol pump
dealer code to 92249 92249.
If you are in Delhi and want
to know the price of petrol
and diesel through message,
then you have to send RSP
102072 to 92249 92249.

Video Conferencing Platform' is discontinued
w.e.f. 25 .10.2021. It has been observed that
Mention Memos, for early listing, are also being
submitted in cases that are not urgent. Several
Mention Memos are being submitted without
assigning any reason whatsoever for urgency.
Therefore, Learned Advocates / Parties-inperson
are requested to submit Mention Memos only in
those cases, which are genuinely urgent. All the
Mention Memos should be submitted by assigning brief, specific & pointed reasons, which highlight extreme and genuine urgency.
Facility of removing defaults, physically, at principal seat Jabalpur will continue from the appearance counters, situated in the Administrative
Block. Learned Advocates / Parties-in-person and
registered clerks may rectify/remove the defaults
of their cases physically at the appearance counters.For Benches at Indore and Gwalior, facility of
removal of defaults, physically, from the counters

of presentation Centre or any other suitable place,
maybe notified separately as per the orders of the
Administrative Judge of the Bench.
Defaults in fresh case(s) (which are not even
listed once before the Court) can be removed
physically at the appearance counters/defaults
counters or through E-filing software within the
time limit prescribed in the rules. If the defaults
are not removed within the specified time limit,
fresh case(s) will be listed on the common
order/order caption, as the case may be, before
the Courts.
Defaults in pending case(s) (which are listed
once before the Court under any head such as
common order / common conditional
order/order caption on default etc.), can be
removed physically or through E-filing software
within the time limit prescribed by the Court.
Defaults can be removed during the working
hours of Registry working days.

CM PLANTS
GUAVA SAPLING

Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted a guava sapling in
Durga Mata temple premises at Bahadurpur village in
Burhanpur district.
Chouhan is planting a
sapling every day as part of
his resolve.

MISHRA PERFORMS
BHOOMI-PUJAN OF
ROAD
Bhopal: Home Minister
Narottam Mishra performed bhoomi-pujan of a
road to be constructed at
Goraghat in Datia district
at a cost of Rs.10 crore 59
lakh. He informed that 16
km road will be constructed from Goraghat to
Dhirpura. With the construction of this road, the
doors of development will
open for the people of the
area. Employment opportunities will be created.
Commuting will become
easier. The freight cost will
be reduced and time will
be saved. Mishra said that
the development work of
Datia would continue
relentlessly.
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TMC to mingle in Goa

W

est Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who is keen
on her Trinamool Congress
wresting Tripura and Goa from BJP in the
Assembly elections scheduled, next year, on
Saturday said that she will make her maiden visit to the coastal state on October 28.
Ahead of her first visit, the Trinamool
Congress Chairperson called upon all individuals, organisations and political parties
to join forces to defeat the BJP. "As I prepare
for my maiden visit to Goa on 28th, I call
upon all individuals, organisations and
political parties to join forces to defeat the
BJP and their divisive agenda. The people
of Goa have suffered enough over the last 10
years," Banerjee tweeted. She reiterated that
the Trinamool will form a new government
in Goa. Trinamool has already inducted
former Chief Minister and 7-time MLA
Luizinho Faleiro from the Congress. Faleiro,
who is likely to be face of the election in Goa
that is going for the election in 2022 - was
appointed national Vice President of the
Trinamool on Friday. Before going to Goa,
Banerjee will go to north Bengal on a fourday visit to hold an administrative meeting
at Siliguri and have a look at the onground situation of the flood-affected districts. She will go to north Bengal on
Sunday and the same day, hold a meeting
with the Darjeeling district officials, where
apart from the flood situation, issues of
development will also be discussed. She will
also hold administrative meetings with the
officials of the other north Bengal districts at
the north Bengal state secretariat at 'Uttar
Kanya' on October 25 and 26. Sources in
the CMO said that the Chief Minister is also
likely to review the flood situation of the
north Bengal districts, but she will not go to
Darjeeling this time.

FORGET 'SHAKEN, NOT
STIRRED',THIS IS HARDCORE
Sukant Deepak
In the last quarter of over 25 years
experience in his line of work, he felt an
acute need to unravel the enigma surrounding spy-craft. Considering the fact
that their work has forever been 'viewed'
in various ways -- the adventures of
James Bond or Ethan Hunt, or demonizing by some as acts of exalted reprobates, author Prabhakar Aloka, whose
debut book "Operation Haygreeva"
(Penguin) recently hit the stands says
that the authentic picture of spying as an
instrument of providing security to common man is lost in these such descriptions.
"My conviction to write about spy
work was further bolstered by Toni
Erskine's essay in which he quoted
Thomas Hobb's description of agents as
'those who exercise sovereign power as
rays of light to the human soul'. This
realisation provoked to write the book
which opens with the anxiety of a common housewife who is worried about
the safety of her husband against terrorist attacks and ends with her satisfaction
over neutralisation of the terror module.
It took around one year to crystallise my
thoughts and about 18 months to write
it," the former intelligence officer tells
correspondent.
The book focuses on a multi-city
intelligence operation after a series of
bomb blasts across Mumbai and
Varanasi, foreign tourists being kidnapped by a home-grown terror outfit
and an imminent threat on the opposition party leader touted to be at the cusp
of forming a new government. As the
Chief of the highly covert C3 unit of the
Intelligence Bureau, Ravi Kumar leads a
team of three novices from the academy
guiding them through the tricks of the
trade and his unorthodox methodology
as they uncover a plot that is much larger and threatens the very fabric of the
country's peace and stability.
Even as the Hindi film industry woke
up to the existence of Intelligence
Bureau (IB) and Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) a decade and a half back,
the author smiles that the "proportion of
truth and creative freedom varies from
one narrator to the other", says Aloka
who has served in counter-terror, count-

er-insurgency and anti-Naxalite theatres.Maintaining that secrecy is an
essential ingredient for unravelling
deliberately hidden facts, Aloka adds
that intelligence work consists of process
and outcome. "For sustained intelligence work, it is essential that the
process remains under wraps and the
outcome is not traced back to the
agency. The outcome is achieved by the
Police and other agencies. Indian
Constitution mandates states to carry
out Law and Order, and policing functions. Intelligence assists police forces in
carrying out those functions," he says.
Talking about the eight episode OTT
series planned on the book, the author
says that it projects shows the triumph
and turbulence a spy has to face in his
mission. "It attempts to project the psychological disruptions a spy has to
undergo in maintaining his cover."

Mention that unlike the west, the spy
genre has not really caught up with
Indian publishers, and the author feels
that it has not got its due universally
despite being the oldest profession in
the history of organised society.
"Spy work, in its myriad manifestation, has been used to defend the realm
or the sovereign. Intelligence historians
have pointed out that intelligence as an
instrument of national and human security is a missing component in the historiography of nations and states. It is primarily considering the requirement of
secrecy to protect processes. Evolution
in warfare that has transformed the battleground from physical to cognitive
space calls for opening up of the intelligence cycle without compromising the
process. It High time that spy-work is
included in historiography," he concludes.

CENTURY-OLD NANDANA FORT
IN PAK SET FOR RESTORATION
Hamza Ameer
The century-old
Nandana Fort, discovered
by Pakistans archeological
department three months
back which is set for
restoration, still showcases
its unique and magnificent might, even as it
stands in a derelict condition.
The discovery of the
landmark by the archeological department is a
vital first step that would
pave the way towards its
restoration for it to
become a major tourist attraction in Pakistan. The Nandana
Fort was constructed by the Hindu king Inder Pal at an altitude of at least 15,000 feet at Baghanwala village in Pind
Dadan Khan district in Punjab province. The site located
about 300 km along the salt range highlights architectural
similarities to the Katas Raj temple and a shrine built by
Hindu Shahi king Jayapal.
As per details, the Shahi kings ruled the Nandana Fort
until the 11th century when Mehmud of Ghazni expelled
them from the area. Historical memories reveal that the
building also served as a study centre and was the only fort
that remained when Mahmud of Ghazni took over.
The fort was also a laboratory of Muslim Persian scientist
Abu Rayhan Al Biruni, where he used to measure the circumference of the earth. This is one reason why the building is also known as the Al Beruni Centre.
History also reveals that the building remained as a safe
haven for Mughal emperors Akbar and Jahangir as they
used to often visit the fort for hunting deer and birds.
The Imran Khan-led Pakistan government has decided to
restore the Nandana fort. According to Punjab Chief
Minister's advisor on tourism, Khan has visited the area
and a rehabilitation project has already been prepared in
this regard. "The restoration project would be completed by
June 30, 2022. As per the plan, an Al Beruni laboratory is
being set up, where young scientists and students would be
able to conduct experiments," said Asif Mahmood, Punjab
CM's advisor on tourism. "The recent excavations by the
archeological department would be helpful in determining
the accurate age of the building, while valuable pottery and
antiquities have also been recovered from the premises," he
added.
It was also revealed that the Baghanwala village will also
be given the status of a model village, which would help in
facilitating it with water, telephone line, electricity, gas and
internet services. "There will be three steps in the overall
process. First is the model village where tourists would be
able to stay in good facilities. Second would be at the midpoint, where stalls would be set up, along with washrooms
and temporary accommodation. And the third and final
point would be at Nandana Fort, where extensive parking,
hotels, and rest houses would be constructed," Mahmood
said.

international

Erdogan says 10 Western 'US, S Korea to continue discussing end-of-war declaration'
envoys 'persona non grata'
Seoul|Agencies

S

Ankara|Agencies

T

urkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said he
instructed Foreign
Minister to declare the
Ambassadors of 10 countries,
including the US, Germany
and France, as "persona non
grata" after they made a joint
statement for the release of a
jailed businessman.
"I gave the necessary order
to our foreign minister. I said
what must be done. These 10
Ambassadors must be
declared persona non grata.
You will sort out immediately," Xinhua news agency
quoted the President as saying on Saturday.
On October 19, the Foreign
Ministry summoned the
Ambassadors over a joint
statement calling for the
release of activist and busi-

nessman Osman Kavala.
In a joint statement a day
earlier, the Ambassadors
said: "Together, the
embassies of Canada, France,
Finland, Denmark, Germany,
the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Sweden
and the United States of
America believe a just and
speedy resolution to his case
must be in line with Turkey's
international obligations and
domestic laws.

'MEDIA REPORTS OF KIM JONG-UN'S
SISTER STAGING COUP NOT TRUE'

ung Kim, Washington's Special
Representative for North Korea, said on
Sunday that he looked forward to continuing
exploring different options with South Korea to
resume dialogue with Pyongyang, including the
proposed declaration of a formal end to the 195053 Korean War.
Kim reiterated Washington's willingness to help
address the North's humanitarian concerns for its
people in need, especially amid the Covid-19 pandemic, speaking to reporters right after a meeting
here with his South Korean counterpart, Noh Kyuduk, Yonhap News Agency reported.
He also called on Pyongyang to stop "provocations" and other destabilizing activities, and return
to dialogue.
Their talks in Seoul came after tensions resurfaced following the North's recent test-firing of a
new submarine-launched ballistic missile
(SLBM).They met in Washington last week -- a
sign of stepped-up diplomacy to resume dialogue
with the North.
"I look forward to continuing to work with special representative Noh to explore different ideas
and initiatives, including the ROK's end-of-war
proposal as we continue to pursue our shared

objectives on the peninsula," Kim said.
ROK stands for South Korea's official name,
Republic of Korea.
Calling the latest SLBM test "concerning and
counterproductive", he highlighted Washington's
"strong commitment" to the defence of the South
and exploring "sustained and substantive" diplomacy with the North.
Kim described the latest launch as a breach of
multiple UN Security Council resolutions but
underlined the Joe Biden administration's desire
to re-engage with the North.
"We remain ready to meet with the DPRK without preconditions, and we have made clear that

Afghanistan unveils plan to boost
employment, combat food crisis
Kabul|Agencies

Seoul:South Korea's spy agency said on
Sunday that media reports of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un's sister staging a coup
against her brother are not true at all.
The National Intelligence Service (NIS) dismissed reports that claimed Kim Yo-jong ousted Kim Jong-un after a coup, reports Yonhap
News Agency. A separate government official
also said such reports are not true. Citing a
report from US-based tabloid "Globe", some
news outlets here said Kim Yo-jong staged a
coup between May 6 and June 5, and removed
Kim Jong-un from the post.
The report claimed Kim Jong-un at recent
events is actually an impostor, pointing out
that his appearance is different than the past,
with substantial weight loss. Speculations
about Kim Jong-un's well-being have been
brought up by media regularly since last year.
In July, the NIS dismissed rumours over
Kim Jong-un's health problems as "groundless."The North Korean leader earlier this
month attended a defence development exhibition in Pyongyang and called for boosting
military capabilities.He was also seen smoking
cigarettes with officials at the event, according
to photos released by the North.

T

he Taliban-led Afghan government's Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock on Sunday launched a
plan to create jobs and fight a
potential food crisis amid the
continuous rise of poverty and
unemployment in the war-torn
country.
"The Ministry of Agriculture,
Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL)
launched a nationwide plan
today to prevent food crisis,
reduce poverty and create job
opportunities. More steps will be
taken soon by the government to
promote common prosperity for
all," Minister of Agriculture,
Irrigation and Livestock Abdul
Rahman Rashid told reporters.
The plan was launched after it
was approved by the council of
ministers of the Taliban caretaker
government, Xinhua news
agency quoted Rashid as saying.
As part of the nationwide plan,
the Ministry has launched a
food-for-work program in Kabul

province, where the country's
capital is located, he said.
"The Ministry has launched a
food-for-work program in Kabul
today. More than 40,000 people
will be provided with jobs, they
will receive wheat as they work,
and the initiative will be expanded to other provinces."
The economic situation in
Afghanistan has suffered after the

Taliban takeover in August,
which poses a huge economic
burden on local residents with
higher unemployment and rising
poverty.UN agencies, aid groups
and a number of non-governmental organisations are also
racing against the time to deliver
life-saving aid and supplies to
crisis-hit Afghans ahead of winter.

the US harbours no hostile intent towards the
DPRK," he said, referring to the North's official
name, Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
"We hope the DPRK will respond positively to
our outreach," he added.
Upon Kim's trip here, keen attention was drawn
to whether he will shine more light on the U.S.
position about President Moon Jae-in's recent
proposal for the end-of-war declaration, but he
didn't elaborate further. Kim's characterisation of
the North's latest SLBM test as a "provocation"
came as Pyongyang demanded Seoul and
Washington drop what it terms "double standards"
in reference to the allies casting the North's missile launches as provocations while justifying their
own as "deterrence".
Noh said the latest security situation on the
Korean Peninsula underscored the urgent need
for resuming talks North Korea, and Seoul and
Washington are ready to discuss any issues at the
negotiating table if the North accepts their talk
offer. North Korea remains unresponsive to US
overtures. It has also stayed away from talks with
the US since the Hanoi summit in 2019 between
the US and North Korea ended without a deal.
The US envoy is scheduled to depart Seoul later
in the day for Indonesia, where he doubles as
Ambassador.

PERPETRATORS OF
KAMPALA BLAST TO BE
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE:
UGANDA PREZ

Kampala:Ugandan
President Yoweri Museveni
on Sunday assured the citizens that the perpetrators of
the bomb attack in the capital Kampala the previous
night will be brought to justice. "It seems to be a terrorist
act but we shall get the perpetrators. The public should
not fear, we shall defeat this
criminality like we have
defeated all the other criminality," Museveni tweeted.
The President said police are
at the scene in Komamboga,
a Kampala suburb, and will
provide more information
later as well as release guidelines to the public on dealing
with possible terrorist
threats, reports Xinhua
news agency. Museveni
said available information
shows that three people
dropped off a polythene bag
which later exploded, killing
one person and injuring five
others. The blast came days
after the British and French
embassies here issued a
security alert to their citizens, warning of a terror
attack.

2 CARGO SHIPS
COLLIDE IN
TURKEY'S
MARMARA SEA
Ankara:Two foreignflagged cargo ships collided
on Sunday in the Marmara
Sea off Turkey's northwestern Canakkale province,
causing damage but no
injuries, local media reported.Benitamou, a 299-metrelong vessel carrying cast iron
ore to China from Ukraine,
reportedly collided with BC
Vanessa, a 172-meter-long
vessel carrying wheat to
Egypt from Bulgaria, at
around 6 a.m., reports
Xinhua news
agency.According to TRT, a
Turkish public broadcaster,
the ships crashed on their
way to an anchor zone
before passing the
Dardanelles Strait towards
the Aegean Sea and were
travelling under foggy conditions.The ships will be
taken to the Sevketiye region
near the Lapseki district of
Canakkale, TRT added.

Putin invites Bennett
to visit St. Petersburg

Tel Aviv|Agencies

R

ussian President
Vladimir Putin has
invited Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett for
another visit to the country,
following their first-ever
meeting in Sochi.
"The President invited the
Prime Minister and his wife
to visit the city of St.
Petersburg," Bennett's office
said in a statement. Putin
called Bennett on Saturday
ahead of Bennett's departure from the Black Sea
resort city of Sochi, where
the two met on Friday for a
five-hour talk on Syria, Iran
and bilateral cooperation,

reports Xinhua news
agency.
"President Putin inquired
about Prime Minister
Bennett's well-being after
the weekend in Sochi and
thanked him for their good
and in-depth meeting yesterday," the statement
read.Bennett thanked Putin
for "the warm hospitality"
and their "helpful" meeting,
which according to the
Prime Minister, will "help
strengthen the ties between
the countries." "The Prime
Minister accepted the invitation and replied that he
would be happy to pay a follow-up visit," the statement
added.
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Cruiser raid:

Cruise drugs case:

WITNESS CLAIMS BRIBE SOUGHT Maharashtra govt alleges
Centre
misusing
agencies
to
FROM SRK, NCB TAKES COGNISANCE portray state in a bad light

Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

parking off a major controversy,
a witness in the cruise ship rave
party raid case on Sunday
accused the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) of allegedly demanding bribes
from Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh
Khan to release his son Aryan Khan.
The witness, Prabhakar Sail, openly
stated on various TV channels that he
feared a threat to his life from none
other than the NCB Zonal Director
Sameer Wankhede.
The NCB has taken cognisance of
the allegations of threats and bribes
and a top official said that the matter
will be probed.
Sail, identified as the personal
bodyguard of the so-called private
detective Kiran P Gosavi, has released
a signed affidavit statement and
videos pertaining to the arrest of
Aryan Khan and others on October 3,
a day after the ship raid (October 2).
One of the 9 witnesses listed by the
NCB, among other things, Sail
claimed that he was made to sign 10
blank papers by the agency and now
feared for his life from Wankhede.
In the affidavit, Sail has contended

that he "overheard" Gosavi and Sam
D'Souza discuss a deal of Rs 24 crore
which they "settled" for Rs 18 crore, of
which Rs 8 crore would got to
Wankhede. He said that he saw SRK's
manager, Pooja Dadlani arrive at the
NCB office after Aryan Khan's arrest
and also witnessed her talking with
Gosavi and D'Souza inside her vehicle.Sail alleged that Gosavi directed
him to collect Rs 50 lakh cash from a

spot near the Indiana Hotel and
asked him to give the bags to D'Souza
near the Trident Hotel where he
counted it to find Rs 38 lakh cash.
Reacting to the allegations, NCB
Deputy Director-General, South West
Region Mutha Ashok Jain said that
Wankhede has "categorically denied"
the allegations.
"As some of the contents of the affidavit relate to vigilance matters, I am

Moderate tremors at Ratnagiri,
Based on the preliminary seismic
data, the quake
should not have
caused any significant damage, but
was probably felt by
many people as light
vibration in the area
of the epicenter.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

n earthquake of magnitude 4.5 occurred
shook northeast of
Ratnagiri, in Maharshtra,
India's National Center for
Seismology (NCS) reported.
The quake hit at a shallow
depth of 10 km beneath the
epi-center near Ratnagiri,
Ratnagiri District,
Maharashtra, India, in the
afternoon on Sunday,
October 24th, 2021, at 4:37
pm local time. The exact
magnitude, epicenter, and

depth of the quake might be
revised within the next few
hours or minutes as seismologists review data and refine
their calculations, or as other
agencies issue their report.
Based on the preliminary
seismic data, the quake
should not have caused any
significant damage, but was
probably felt by many people
as light vibration in the area
of the epicenter.
Weak shaking might have
been felt in M?khjan (pop.
10,000) located 19 km from

the epicenter, Koynanagar
(pop. 28,100) 33 km away,
Ratnagiri (pop. 76,000) 36 km
away, Chiplun (pop. 51,400)
46 km away, Malkapur (pop.
32,000) 61 km away, and
Karad (pop. 55,700) 62 km
away. Other towns or cities
near the epicenter where the
quake might have been felt as
very weak shaking include
Kodoli (pop. 17,500) located
68 km from the epicenter,
and Satara (pop. 112,800) 73
km away.

hereby forwarding the affidavit to the
Director General, NCB and requesting him for further necessary action,"
Jain said. Simultaneously, chiding
Sail, Jain said that since he is a witness in the case which is now subjudice, "he needs to submit his prayer
to the honourable court rather than
through social media if he has anything to say." He also said that Sail
has given details about his movements and activities on October 2 (on
the day of the ship raid), and "vigilance related allegations against certain persons in the affidavit which are
based on overhearing" by the witness.
In the affidavit, Sail stated that
Gosavi is missing and feared that the
NCB officials or other people may
abduct or kill him.
Gosavi, who is facing several cases,
shot to focus earlier this month when
Nationalist Congress Party national
spokesperson and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik made a series
of exposes involving him (Gosavi)
and other BJP-linked persons like
Manish Bhanushali, in the NCB raids.
However, the BJP and NCB have
rejected the charges by Malik, who
has threatened to reveal more.

PREGNANT TRIBAL
WOMAN DIES DUE TO
LACK OF FACILITIES
Palghar: The women's
body was transported back
to Jawhar after social worker
Seeta Ghatal, associated
with the Shramjivi
Sanghatana outfit, intervened as there were no
ambulances available at the
facility. A 35-year-old pregnant tribal woman died in
the early hours of Sunday
allegedly due to lack of
medical facilities in Jawhar
in Palghar, due to which she
had to be rushed to Nashik
Civil Hospital but in vain,
officials said. The woman,
identified as Rekha Potinda
from Dhaberi, developed
labour pain on Saturday
afternoon and was first
taken to the primary health
centre in Sakharseth, where
doctors advised that she be
rushed to Patangshah
Medical College. From
there, she was taken to
Nashik Civil Hospital in the
evening, but the fetus died
en route, and she herself
succumbed at around 1am
on Sunday, they said.

The three parties - Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress - demanded an independent probe
into the entire episode
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Uddhav Thackerayled Maha Vikas
Aghadi government in
Maharashtra on Sunday
accused the Centre of misusing government agencies
to portray the state in a bad
light in the wake of the
Cordelia cruise ship drug
bust and arrest of
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan's son Aryan
Khan.
The three parties Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress
demanded an independent
probe into the entire
episode. Shiv Sena chief
spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Raut

said: "A witness in Aryan
Khan case being made to
sign on blank paper by NCB
is shocking. Also there are
reports that there was a
demand for huge amounts
of money."
In a tweet, in which he
tagged Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
and state home minister
Dilip Walse-Patil, he said
that the police should take
suo motu cognisance of the
issue and take action.
He also released a video
of Aryan Khan with witness
KP Gosavi at the NCB's
office.
Maharashtra Congress
spokesperson Atul Londe
said that it was a serious

issue. "It's a case of misuse
of central agencies," he
said. "The Supreme Court
should take care of this attitude and take appropriate
action against misuse of
agencies politically," he
added.
NCP chief spokesperson
and state minority affairs
minister Nawab Malik said
that he would meet
Thackeray and Walse-Patil
and seek a probe by the
Special Investigation Team
into the issue.
Malik reiterated his allegations that NCB zonal
director Sameer Wankhede
was involved in extortion
and terrorising the Mumbai
film industry.

Aryan Khan drug case:

Sanjay Raut hits out at NCB, calls
it bid to defame Maharashtra govt
Sharing a new video of
Aryan Khan in custody,
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut on Sunday
backed Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray's
claim that the Mumbai
drugs case is an
attempt to defame
Maharashtra.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

hiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut on
Sunday hit out at the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) over the
arrest of Bollywood actor Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan Khan who is currently
lodged in Mumbai's Arthur Road Jail following his alleged involvement in cruise
ship drugs case.

Sharing a new video of Aryan Khan in
custody, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut on
Sunday backed Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray's claim that the Mumbai
drugs case is an attempt to defame
Maharashtra. "Witness in AryanKhan
case made to sign on blank paper by
NCB is shocking. Also, there are reports
that there was a demand for huge
money. CM Uddhav Thackeray said that
the cases are made two defame
Maharashtra. This seems to be coming
true (sic)," Raut tweeted.

The Shiv Sena leader further said that
police should take the suo moto cognizance.For the unversed, an NCB team
busted an alleged drugs party on the
Cordelia Cruise ship which was on its
way to Goa at mid-sea on October 2. A
total of 20 people, including two
Nigerian nationals, have been arrested
so far in the case.
Mumbai's Special Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) court
on Thursday extended the judicial custody of Aryan Khan and others till
October 30 in connection with the
cruise ship drug case.Earlier on
Saturday, the Maharashtra Chief
Minister accused the central agency of
deliberately going after celebrities for
publicity.
"The Mumbai and Maharashtra Police
seized heroin worth Rs 25 crores four
days ago, but they caught 'heroin', not a
'heroine.' Hence, they did not get
enough publicity," he said while taking a
swipe at the NCB.

'Reality is starting to unfold': Patil after witness alleges NCB sought Rs 25 cr from SRK Rijiju takes shot at Thackeray,
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Water Resources Minister and
senior Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
leader Jayant Patil on Sunday slammed the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) after an independent witness in
the Mumbai cruise drugs bust case claimed that an
official of the central agency and some other persons demanded Rs 25 crore from Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan to release his son Aryan.
In a statement after the shocking allegations,
Patil said that the reality is now starting to unfold
before the people. He said the BJP leaders were at
the forefront while arresting Aryan from the
Cordelia cruise off Mumbai coast on October 3. "If
such a huge sum of money is being demanded,
then many people are likely to be involved in this,"
he added. Patil further slammed the BJP for "misusing central agencies and extorting money from the
people."
For the unversed, Prabhakar Rohoji Sail, an inde-

pendent witness, has claimed that an official of the
NCB and some other persons demanded Rs 25
crore from Shah Rukh Khan to release his son
Aryan. Sail, who is reportedly the personal bodyguard of Kiran Gosavi--the alleged private investigator whose selfie with Aryan went viral--also said
that NCB officials asked him to sign nine to ten

Sonu Sood organises vaccination
awareness drive in Mumbai
Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

onu Sood is a name that
has become synonymous with relief measures in the country. The actor
once again stepped up to
spread awareness about vaccination as he visited Kala
Qila in Mumbai's Dharavi
with frontline workers and
their children to spread
awareness on the importance
of vaccination.
India recently crossed the
mark of 100 crore Covid-19
vaccination doses. As we
move forward on the path of
recovery and putting the pandemic behind us, the concern
with regards to the inoculation of slum dwellers still
looms large. The road to
achieving public safety from
the pandemic starts from
inoculation. Talking about the
same, Sonu said, "We cannot
take the Covid situation lightly as of yet. According to
many researchers, there are

many individuals in the slum
areas who are not yet vaccinated. The idea is to get the
entire nation jabbed to be
corona-free." Talking about
the cause further, he said,
"With our Sunday drive, my
agenda is to encourage maximum people to get their
doses. I feel there is no one

better than the kids of frontline workers who can help in
motivating these countrymen
for the same."
On the work front, Sonu
Sood has already wrapped his
upcoming film, 'Prithviraj'
with Akshay Kumar and is
currently prepping for the
Telugu film 'Acharya'.

blank papers. Sail claimed he heard Gosavi telling a
certain Sam D'Souza over phone about a demand
of Rs 25 crore and to settle at Rs 18 crore as they
"have to give Rs eight crore to Sameer Wankhede
(NCB Zonal Director)."He further claimed that he
had seen Pooja Dadlani (Shah Rukh Khan's manager) talking to Gosavi. He said that he was asked by
Gosavi to go to a location to collect Rs 50 lakh cash.
He said he collected two bags of cash and delivered
to Gosavi. When counted, he said the bag had only
Rs 38 lakh.
Meanwhile, Maharashtra Minister and senior
NCP leader Nawab Malik, who has repeatedly
termed the cruise drugs bust case as "fake", said
Sail's claims were "very serious" and demanded a
probe into it by a Special Investigation Team (SIT).
Talking to reporters in Beed, Malik reiterated his
allegation that Wankhede was involved in "extortion and terrorising the Mumbai film industry", and
said he will meet the chief minister and home minister on Monday in Mumbai seeking a SIT probe
into Sail's claims.

MAN ARRESTED FOR
HARASSING WOMEN
COPS ON POLICE
CONTROL ROOM CALLS

Mumbai: The Mumbai
police have arrested a 41year-old man who has been
calling in the police control
room and abusing women
police personnel. According
to an official statement of the
police, after taking cognizance
of the matter, the Crime
Intelligence Unit of Mumbai
Police started an investigation.
"On October 16, six to seven
consecutive calls were made
to the Mumbai Police Control
Room and every time the
accused spoke in a different
language. He also threatened
to kill personnel during the
calls," the police said. The
police started tracing the
number from which the calls
were coming and, after investigation, it turned out that
these calls came from the
Khar Danda area in Mumbai.
"The calls were traced back to
41-year-old Chandrashekhar,
who spent two years in jail in
the two earlier cases and was
lodged in Taloja jail, from
where he learned different
languages from the same,"
police said.

Maharashtra CM retorts
Team Absolute|Aurangabad

he inauguration of two new wings of the
Bombay High Court's Aurangabad
bench on Saturday saw an exchange of
words between Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Maharashtra chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray.
At the end of his formal address on the
occasion, Rijiju said the foundation stone of
two buildings was laid during the
term of former chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis and termed its inauguration at the
hands of Thackeray as an example of 'teamwork.'During his speech, Thackeray touched
upon Rijiju's comments.
"Yes, I came here today (Saturday) only to
raise the flag as a mark of inauguration.
However, it is my commitment that the inau-

T

guration of the new complex of Bombay high
court at the principal bench will take place
soon and it will be accomplished during my
term only," he said.Fadnavis, during his term,
had laid the foundation stone of the annex
building of Aurangabad bench of Bombay
high court in July 2018. BJP and Shiv Sena had
locked horns over taking credit for the Chipi
airport in Sindhudurga district.

Drugs will become sugar powder
if Shah Rukh joins BJP: Bhujbal
A massive consignment of drugs was seized in Mundra
Port in Gujarat, but instead of probing this case, the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), a Central agency, was
hounding Shah Rukh Khan, he alleged.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

aharashtra Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal
on Saturday
mocked the BJP over the
cruise ship drugs bust case,
in which film superstar
Shah Rukh Khan's son
Aryan is one of the arrested
accused, and said "drugs
would become sugar powder" if the actor joined the
saffron party.
A massive consignment
of drugs was seized in
Mundra Port in Gujarat, but
instead of probing this case,
the Narcotics Control

M

Bureau, a Central agency, was
hounding Shah Rukh Khan, he
alleged.
"Drugs will become sugar
powder if Shah Rukh Khan
joins the BJP," the senior NCP
leader quipped.
Bhujbal, who was speaking
at a Samta Parishad-NCP function here, also said the
Maharashtra government had
got an ordinance passed on
OBC quota but a BJP functionary had challenged it in
court.
He demanded to know if the
BJP was against giving reservations to Other Backward
Classes.
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Adele wants Idris
Elba to be the
next James Bond
Los Angeles | Agencies

G

rammy winning-singer
Adele has revealed she
actually would like to see
'Loki' actor Jonathan
Major replace Daniel Craig
as James Bond, but because he's
American, her second choice is the
star Idris Elba, who has previously
been tipped to take on the iconic role
as the fictional suave spy in the franchise.
Speaking to Vogue for their '73
Questions' series, the 'Easy On Me'
hitmaker said: "I mean it's a tough
one there have

Los Angeles

been lots of different choices and stuff. But I
would like Jonathan Major to be the next
Bond.
"But I don't know if that's allowed
because he's American. But I think Idris
Elba."
Elba sent fans into a frenzy back in 2018
when he tweeted a selfie with the caption
'My name's Elba, Idris Elba", which sparked
speculation he was being lined up for the
part, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
However, he quickly debunked the
rumours.
He wrote: "Don't believe the HYPE..."

| Agencies
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Octavia Spencer adapting
Bobby Love's story for TV
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctresses Octavia Spencer
and Kerry
Washington are
teaming up to bring
Bobby and Cheryl
Love's story to the
small screen.
Spencer will
executive produce
'The Bobby Love
Story' and star as
his wife while Kerry
will produce,
reports
aceshowbiz.com.
The one-hour
drama will be a true
account of how an
escaped convict, Bobby
Love, was able to keep his
prison past a secret from his wife of
35-plus years.

The Loves' story was featured in
Brandon Stanton's 'Humans of
New York' blog in 2020.
Master thief Bobby
was convicted as a
young man but
escaped to New
York, changed his
name, and committed to life as a
model citizen,
working multiple jobs, getting
married, starting
a family, and
becoming the
perfect neighbour,
church member,
husband, and father.
Bobby and Cheryl
Love and photographer
and blogger Brandon
Stanton will also serve as executive producers.

Paris Hilton's
wedding registry
totals a
whopping
$60,000
Los Angeles | Agencies

S

ocialite-entrepreneur Paris
Hilton's wedding registry
totals a staggering $60,000, as
she and her beau Carter Reum have
added items including a $1,000 crystal
caviar server with a spoon, and a
$4,885 Baccarat vase.
The 40-year-old businesswoman is
set to tie the knot with Carter Reum
on November 11, and the couple
officially posted their registry on
Gearys, with the items totalling
around $60,000, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
Among the most expensive
items on Hilton's wishlist is a
$500 Hermes platter, a $985
Christofle party tray, a $1,000
crystal caviar server with a
spoon, and a $4,885
Baccarat vase.
There's also a $990
Baccarat lamp, a $1,845
caviar vodka set for six,
and a $355 crystal wine
glass.
And for their friends
with more reasonable budgets,
Paris and Reum have also listed
slightly more affordable
options, such as a $140
decanter, a $185 cake dome,
and $250 ice tongs.
Paris and Reum, also 40,
got engaged in February this
year after confirming their
romance back in April 2020,
and enjoyed a lavish joint
bachelor and bachelorette
party in Las Vegas earlier this
month.

ED SHEERAN HOPES TO
HELP KIDS OVERCOME
STUTTERS WITH TV
BEDTIME STORY
Los Angeles | Agencies

G

rammy winning-singer Ed Sheeran is
hoping his new storytelling appearance
will help children, like him, who are
growing up with stutters.
The singer will read Jordan Scott and
Sydney Smith's 'I Talk Like a River' in an
upcoming episode of 'CBeebies Bedtime
Story', and says he jumped at the chance to
tell the tale about a young boy, whose father
helps him overcome his stutter, reports
aceshowbiz.com."I hope the story helps
inspire and support other children who stutter," he says."Growing up, I had a stutter like
the boy in I Talk Like a River, so I'm delighted
to be reading this story for CBeebies Bedtime
Stories, especially as I'm a new dad
myself."Sheeran is the latest in a long line of
big names, who have appeared on the show
and read stories to children - they include
Dolly Parton, Rege-Jean Page, Orlando Bloom,
Tom Hardy, and Ryan Reynolds.Sheeran will
make his appearance on the CBeebies channel and via the BBC iPlayer on November 5.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY
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H

ollywood star Daniel Craig, who played 007 for the
fifth and final time in 'No Time To Die', has recalled
his last shoot for the espionage blockbuster, which
was actually for a moment much earlier in the movie.
Appearing on 'The Jess Cagle Podcast', Craig said: "The
last thing was during the Cuban sequence. We didn't, unfortunately, get a chance to go to Cuba, we had to fake it, which
they did beautifully (at) Pinewood.
"I'm with a character called (Valdo Obruchev, played by
David Dencik), an evil scientist, and I grab him and we walk
down an alleyway and it's misted up. Basically, I disappear
around an alleyway and that was my last scene as Bond. It
wasn't particularly spectacular.
"There were no explosions or car chases - it was a simple
'walk away from camera, and cut' That's it."
However, it was still emotional saying goodbye as Craig
had to deliver a speech when everyone turned up to mark his
final scene, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
He said: "What usually happens is it's sort of this anticli-

max at the end of a
film. Everybody's usually so tired and all we wanna
do is get home. You kinda say goodbye to each other and say,
'We'll see you around' and that's it. 'Goodnight, it's been
great, thank you very much', and maybe get a chance to get a
drink.
"So it sort of felt a little bit like that."
But suddenly, everybody, all of the people in the office's
who were working late - in fact, most of them stayed late.
"All of the crew, all of the heads of department, all of the
actors around all came to set. So suddenly there was 200
people on set. That floored me, that completely floored me."
He then had to address the crew, and he admitted the
enormity of the situation got to him.
Craig said: "I hate making speeches. I was like, 'Oh God,
now I'm gonna have to say something'.
"I tried to keep it together, and I tried to - actually, what
really moved me so much was the fact that everybody turned
up and I realised how important that family has been for me
over the years, and how important sharing that experience
with all these people that been.
"That broke me at that point - that's what I'll miss most, I
think. You can imagine - it's a massive collaborative effort,
doing a Bond movie."

Kate Beckinsale
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2021 T20 WORLD CUP

Azam end Pakistan's hoodoo
ASALANKA, RAJAPAKSA POWER Rizwan,
with a ten-wicket win over India
SRI LANKA TO FIVE WICKET WIN M
Dubai | Agencies

Sharjah | Agencies

A

ttacking fifties by Charith
Asalanka (80 off 49) and
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (53 off
31) helped Sri Lanka hammer
Bangladesh by five wickets in a
Group 1 match in the Super 12
stage of the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup at the Sharjah Cricket
Stadium, here on Sunday.
Sri Lanka, who came into this
match off an unbeaten run in the
first round, continued their winning streak in the tournament.
Fantastic fifties by Mohammad
Naim (62 off 52) and Mushfiqur
Rahim (57 off 37) powered
Bangladesh to 171/4 in 20 overs.
Earlier, batting first, openers
Mohammad Naim and Liton Das
gave Bangladesh a good start. The
duo rotated strikes regularly and
hit occasional boundaries, taking
Bangladesh to 38/0 in 5 overs.
In the last over of the powerplay,
Lahiru Kumara gave Sri Lanka their
first breakthrough, dismissing Das
for 16. Das stepped out and tried to
loft the ball over cover but didn't
get the elevation as the fielder
jumped in time to catch it.

The experienced Shakib Al
Hasan then joined Naim in the
middle. Shakib began beautifully
and hit two quick boundaries but
he couldn't carry his innings any
longer and got out to a peach of a
delivery bowled by Chamika
Karunaratne.
From there on, Mushfiqur Rahim
and Naim took the responsibility
on their shoulders. They took their

time before taking Sri Lanka
bowlers to the cleaners. Rahim, in
particular, was very aggressive in
his intent and used the angles of
the ground very well to hit sixes -one against Hasaranga over deep
mid-wicket and the other off a
slower delivery from Fernando
over deep square leg.
Naim, on the other hand, complimented his batting partner well

Semi-finalists spotted in Junior
Men Hockey Academy Nationals
Team Absolute|Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh
Hockey Academy will
take on Roundglass
Punjab Hockey Club Academy
and Raja Karan Hockey
Academy will face Namdhari
XI in the semi-finals of the 1st
Hockey India Junior Men
Academy National
Championship 2021 as the
team stormed into the lastfour stage here on Sunday. In
the first quarter-final,
Roundglass Punjab Hockey
Club Academy scripted a
thrilling 4-3 win in the shootout against SAI-Academy
(Kolkata), following a hardfought 2-2 draw in the regula-

tion time. Despite holding a 20 lead with goals from
Gursharanpreet Singh (29')
and Savraj Singh (30'),
Roundglass Punjab Hockey
Club Academy were pegged
back by SAI-Academy
(Kolkata) through goals from
Manish Yadav (33') and Suresh
Mahto (41') to force a 2-2 stalemate. Punjab goalkeeper

Amritpal Singh made a
remarkable save in the sudden
death to help his team
advance to the semi-finals of
the inaugural edition of the
tournament. In the second
quarter-final, Lovepreet Singh
(4', 27', 48') scored a hat-trick
as Raja Karan Hockey
Academy, Karnal registered a
clinical 7-1 win against Salute
Hockey Academy to book their
berth in the semis. Shubham
(20', 44') bagged a brace while
Agyapal (38') and Captain
Sagar Saini (56') scored a goal
each for Raja Karan Academy.
Sumit (40') scored the only
goal for Salute Hockey
Academy and set up a last-four
clash with Namdhari XI.

and brought his 4th T20I half-century off 44 balls. Binura Fernando,
who bowled the 17th over, finally
broke the dangerous partnership of
73 runs between Naim and Rahim.
Naim, the opener, tried to pull but
top-edged the ball to get out, leaving Bangladesh at 129-3 after 16.1
overs.
Even after Naim's wicket,
Mushfiqur didn't stop and continued dealing in boundaries, scoring
his fifty off just 32 balls. In
between, Bangladesh lost the wicket of Afif Hossain (7) via a run-out.
But, with Rahim and captain
Mahmudullah at the crease,
Bangladesh were set for a big finish. The duo hit a few glorious
boundaries in the last few overs
and powered Bangladesh to 171-4
after 20 overs.

Brief scores :
Bangladesh 171-4 in 20 overs
(Mohammad Naim 62, Mushfiqur
Rahim 57; Chamika Karunaratne
1/12) lost to Sri Lanka 172-5 in 18.5
overs (Charith Asalanka 80, Bhanuka
Rajapaksa 53; Shakib Al Hasan 2/17)

ohammad Rizwan
(79 not out off 55
balls) and Babar
Azam (68 not out off 52 balls)
displayed wonderful batsmanship to help Pakistan
crush India by ten wickets in
a Group 2 match of Super 12
of the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup at the Dubai
International Stadium here
on Sunday. The win, set up
by Shaheen Shah Afridis
opening burst, also meant
that Pakistan broke their
hoodoo against India in
mens T20 World Cups.
Electing to bowl first,
Pakistan restricted India to
151/7 in 20 overs with Afridi
rattling the 2007 champions
with a two-wicket burst.
Skipper Virat Kohli struck a
fighting fifty but India never
recovered from the early setback and could not manage a
big score. Their bowling was
even more pedestrian as
Pakistan chased down the
score in 17.5 overs to seal and
memorable victory.
It was a night where noth-

Jhansi | Agencies

R

enuka Yadav scored four goals as
Hockey Maharashtra thrashed
Goans Hockey 14-1 in the Pool B
league match of the 11th Hockey India
Senior Women National
Championship 2021 here on Sunday.
Renuka Yadav scored in the 2nd,
15th, 40th, and 51st minutes to help
Hockey Maharashtra register a comprehensive 14-1 victory.
Ramngaihzuali R (33', 47', 51') scored
a hat-trick while Poonam (32', 47') and
Akansha Singh (35', 53') scored a brace
each. Captain Bhavana Khade (16'),
Priya Dubey (30'), and Rakhi Prajapati
(57') netted one goal each for Hockey
Maharashtra. Captain Geeta Rathod
(46') scored the only goal for Goans
Hockey. In other matches played on
Sunday, teams from Odisha, Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, and
Madhya Pradesh registered victories in

their respective matches on the fourth
day of the competition.
In the first match of the day, Odisha
defeated Chhattisgarh Hockey 3-0 in
their Pool D match. Janhabi Pradhan
(13'), Dipti Lakra (16'), and Khusbu
Kujur (52') scored one goal each for
Odisha.
In Pool E, Hockey Punjab eased
past Hockey Chandigarh with a 6-0
victory. Yashika Negi (22', 48', 50')

Mumbai | Agencies

scored a hat-trick, while Sarabdeep
Kaur (33'), Navjot Kaur (45'+), and
Kirandeep Kaur (60') scored one goal
each.In the other Pool E match,
Hockey Andhra Pradesh earned a
hard-fought 3-2 victory over Hockey
Arunachal. Pulicherla Roshitha (5',
14') scored a brace, while Kalapureddi
Veera Venkata Durga (1') scored one
goal for the winning side. Meanwhile,
Ritika (54', 59') scored two goals for

clinched the second position with 9428 points
(3204 Nationals, 2624 Y-Camp, 3600 Z-Camp). In
her final league match, Varsha defeated Keerath
Bhandaal of Delhi 3-1 (66-30, 48-64, 62-11, 6532).Vidya finished third with 9291 points (4000,
2916, and 2375), Ta'il Nadu's teenager Anupama
Ramchandran was fourth with 9108 points (2884,
3600, and 2624) and followed by K'rnataka's
Chitra Magimairaj 7558 points (2362, 1956 and
3240), Maharashtra's Arantxa Sanchis 6941 (2610,
2375 and 1956) and Delhi's Keerath B 6459 points
(2161, 2149 and 2149).

I

Results:

months was tough and I was a bit nervous since
this was the World Cup qualifiers. I had done
enough preparations and managed to take it in
my stride to play back-to-back matches, which is

Two Haryana women win silver
medals at IUKL World Championship
Team Absolute|New Delhi

D

emonstrating phenomenal performance
at International Union
of Kettlebell Lifting (IUKL)
World Championship in
Budapest, Dr Payal Kanodia
(35-39 years, 68kg category)
and Anshu Taravath (58kg
category) of Haryana won silver medals for India in the
event held from October 2224. Trained under M3M
Foundation, both the athletes
competed with 450 athletes
from 32 countries who participated in the tournament.
Dr Payal Kanodia, who
hails from Tauru in Haryana
shared her experience and
said, "I am thrilled to participate in the tournament. It is
an honour for me to represent India on an international platform. I am glad that my
dedication and hard work is

making my state and my
country proud."
"I am proud to represent
India in the IUKL-organised
Kettlebell World
Championship at Budapest. I
have worked very hard during my preparation for the
tournament, and I am very
happy with my performance.
I believe this will make both
my country and state feel
proud of me. I am thankful to
the M3M Foundation for
their unwavering support for
my training," said Anshu
Taravath. Taravath is a resident of Gurugram and is a

certified athlete and coach
for kettlebell. She is also the
ambassador of the Fit India
program of the Government
of India and the President of
the Haryana Chapter of
Sports and Entertainment
wing of Women Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (WICCI).
Dr Kanodia is also the
Trustee of M3M Foundation,
a philanthropic organisation,
wherein she is proactively
working in healthcare, environment and education.
Dr Aishwarya Mahajan,
President, M3M Foundation
said, "It is the endeavor of
M3M Foundation to provide
a platform to the talented
players by supporting them.
Under the 'Lakshya' program
M3M Foundation is committed such talented players are
selected and promoted to
pursue them.

Brief scores
India 151/7 in 20 overs
(Virat Kohli 57, Rishabh
Pant 39, Shaheen Afridi
3/31, Hasan Ali 2/44)
lost to Pakistan 152/0 in
17.5 overs (Mohammad
Rizwan 79 not out, Babar
Azam 68 not out) by ten
wickets.

Women's hockey nationals: Easy wins for MP, Odisha, AP, Punjab

World snooker qualifiers: Amee tops group in women's section
ndian No. 2 Amee Kamani of Madhya Pradesh
reasserted her dominance over National
champion and Indian No. 1 Vidya Pillai of
Tamil Nadu by pulling off a crucial win in the
concluding round in Womens Z-Camp (2nd leg)
and finished as the overall number one in the
World Snooker Qualifiers, a BSFI National
Selection Tournament, here. Amee had also
defeated Vidya in the first leg.
In the battle between the top two Indian
women cueists, the 29-year-old Amee lost the
opening frame to her senior opponent from
Tamil Nadu. But, she made a determined recovery and with a polished break of 55 in the third
frame went on to complete a 34-58, 65-45, 75(55)14, and 61-31 victory. This was her fourth win in
the second leg of the competition, which ensured
she ended with an overall total of 9716 points
(3560 as National runner-up), 3240 (Y-Camp),
and 2916 (Z-Camp) to finish in the first position.
"It feels amazing to emerge as the number one
player. It was difficult because we were playing
our first major tournament after lockdown.
Playing competitive matches after more than 18

ing went wrong for Pakistan.
Chasing 151, Pakistan got off
to an impressive start with 43
runs for no loss in powerplay. Rizwan began by carting Bhuvneshwar Kumar for
back-to-back boundaries in
the opening over. In the next
over, Azam started off with a
glorious back-foot drive off
Mohammed Shami. Shami
came under attack in the fifth
over as Azam and Rizwan
took a four each.
India did tighten the
screws by not conceding
boundaries in the sixth, seventh and eighth overs. But

Azam broke the boundaryless spell with a pull over cow
corner off Ravindra Jadeja in
the ninth over. From there
onwards, Azam and Rizwan
played risk-free cricket by
rotating the strike and punishing the bad balls by dispatching them to the boundary rope. It was one-way traffic as India had zero answers
to the clinical batting from
'akistan's openers, especially
with dew coming into the
picture. Azam reached his
half-century with a gigantic
six over deep mid-wicket off
Varun Chakravarthy in the
13th over. Two overs later,
Rizwan too reached the fiftymark with a pull through cow
corner off Jasprit Bumrah in
the 15th over.

very tough. I am extremely satisfied with my
succ"ss," Amee was quoted s saying in a release
on Sunday.
Indian No. 3 Varsha Sanjeev of Tamil Nadu

Women's Z-camp (2nd leg): Chitra
Magimairaj (KTK) beat Arantxa Sanchis
(MAH) 3-2 (67-48, 60-93, 02-66, 73-40,
68-36); Varsha Sanjeev (TN) beat
Keerath Bhandaal (DEL) 3-1 (66-30, 4864, 62-11, 65-32); Amee Kamani (MP)
beat Vidya Pillai (KTK) 3-1 (34-58, 65-45,
75(55)-14, 61-31); Varsha Sanjeev (TN)
beat Chitra Magimairaj (KTK) 3-1 (1058, 52-43, 62-25, 64-22); Arantxa Sanchis
(MAH) beat Keerath Bhandaal (DEL) 3-2
(20-62, 45-36, 57-34, 37-66, 60-14).

Hockey Arunachal.
In Pool A, Hockey Haryana defeated
Hockey Uttarakhand 6-0. Mahima
(17'), Kumari Shailja Gautam (21'),
Sonia (42'), Jyoti (44'), Ekta Kaushik
(46'), and Monika Sihag (56') scored
one goal each for Hockey Haryana.
In the final match of the day,
Hockey Madhya Pradesh defeated
Hockey Gujarat 28-0 in their Pool C
match. Bhoomika Krishna Pandre (12',
12', 14', 29', 37', 48', 57', 59') scored
eight goals, while Anjali Gautam (17',
22', 36', 47', 49') netted five goals.
Upasana Singh (6', 7', 19') scored a
hat-trick, while Aishwarya Chavan (2',
45'), Yogita Bora (11', 42'), Sakshi
Pandey (13', 27') and Prashu Singh
Parihar (21', 53') scored a brace each.
Neeraj Rana (8'), Seema Verma (39'),
Kanchan Nidhi Kerketta (52') and Jyoti
Pal (57') netted one goal each for
Hockey Madhya Pradesh.

Premier League: Antonio goal
helps Hammers beat Spurs 1-0
London| Agencies

M

ichail Antonio scored
the lone goal as West
Ham United defeated
Tottenham Hotspur their second successive defeat of the
week as they moved to the
fourth position in the Premier
League standings on Sunday.
On Thursday, the Spurs had
lost to Dutch club SBV SBV
Vitesse 1-0 in the Europa
League. Antonio, the Englandborn Jamaica international,
reacted quickly to flicked home
Aaron Cresswe'l's corner, just 18
minutes from time, the
poach'r's finish sealing a win for
the Hammers in a game in
which the Spurs dominated for
long periods but could not find
the back of the goal.
Antonio -- who had trials at
Tottenham when he was 14 -had most of the chances, troubling the Spurs defence on
more than one occasion.

Cristian Romero had a particularly difficult match with the 31year-old, often left second best
on their one-on-ones. t was 72
minutes into the game, though,
before Antonio found the
breakthrough from a corner.
Aaron Cresswell sent the ball
into the box and Antonio
flicked it into the net at the near
post. Tottenham manager
Nuno Espírito Santo was very
disappointed with the result
and his team had a good
chance of winning the match.
"We're disappointed like everyone, like our fans. It's always
tough to lose a match like this,"
he said after the match. Though
Tottenham were the better
team on the pitch for most of
the match, their defence has
been suspect in the last many
games and it fell under pressure as West Ham slowly got
into the game and created their
opportunities in the second
half.

Women's National Boxing: Reigning Asian Champ Pooja Rani sails into quarters
H
Hisar | Agencies

eigning Asian champion Pooja Rani of
Haryana entered the quarter-finals of the
5th Elite Women's National Boxing
Championship in the 81 kg category in dominant
fashion on Sunday, knocking out Kerala's
Parvathi P in the first round of the pre-quarters
match.
Such was the ferocity of Rani's punches that the
referee stopped the contest in the first round
itself, on Day 4 of the tournament at the St
Jose'h's International School in Hisar, the venue
of the prestigious event.
Earlier on Sunday, World Youth Champions
Nitu of Haryana and Ankushita Boro of Assam
maintained their winning streak, as they confirmed their places in the quarter-finals in the
48kg and 66kg categories respectively. The fleetfooted Nitu outclassed her opponent Purabi
Karmakar from West Bengal 5-0 in the 48kg category on Day 4 of the tournament at the St Joseph's
International School in Hisar, the venue of the
prestigious event.
mandeep Kaur in the 66kg category, brought
out her power game, hitting her opponent with
powerful jabs and uppercuts, resulting in a dominating victory via referee stops contest (RSC).
Also booking slots in the quarterfinals in the 48kg

category were the Railway Sports Promotion
Board pugilist Manju Rani, who won the silver on
debut at the 2019 World Championships, and

Tamil Nadu's S Kalaivani.
Manju displayed tactical superiority as she
comfortably defeated Uttarakhand's Sobha Kahali
5-0 in her pre-quarterfinal match on Sunday,
while Kalaivani outpunched Gujarat's Shital
Dataniya and won the bout after the referee
stopped the contest in the second round.
Joining Ankushita in the 66kg quarters is All
India Police's Lalbuatsaihi who won a lopsided
contest against Haryana's Jyoti Rani 5-0.
In the 63kg category, Haryana's Parveen warded off the challenge of Chaoba Devi Hemam of All
India Police 4-1 to make it to the quarterfinals,
while Madhya Pradesh's Manju Bamboria faced
no problems against Mizoram's Abisak
Vanlalmawii, whom she beat after the referee
stopped the contest.
The prestigious seven-day tournament is being
hosted in association with the Haryana Boxing
Sangh. The Championships is being played as per
the AIBA's 12 weight divisions, which are 48 kg, 50
kg, 54 kg, 57 kg, 60 kg, 63 kg, 66 kg, 70 kg, 75 kg, 81
kg, and +81 kg.The gold and silver medallists will
earn themselves a place in the national coaching
camp. The remaining two names for the camp in
each category will be selected based on performances in the selection trials, which will take place
right after the nationals.
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SAIF ALI KHAN: I LOVE LOOKING
TO THE FUTURE BUT ALSO
ENJOY LOOKING BACK
Team Absolute|New Delhi

S

aif Ali Khan has completed 28 years in the
Hindi film industry.
Looking back at his
journey the actor said
that his parents thought he
would "end up in a slightly
destructive life" and "it seems
to have gone rather well".
How does he feel when he
looks back at his journey?
"I am proud of that
fact...when I was in school
and I was a teenager my parents used to worry about me
that maybe I will not be...end
up in a slightly destructive life
and it seems to have gone rather
well. So it is great and I am very
happy," Saif, son of late star cricketer Mansoor Ali Khan
Pataudi and actress
Sharmila Tagore,
told IANS.

"When I look around the apartment
where I have decorated with things from
over the years and the things that one does
in life. When I look around the apartment
really and the house and the education really given to your kids and the kind of security
for your family or whether it's restoring parts
of Pataudi, I feel very proud because it has
been hard work at different times," added
the 51-year-old star.
The actor, who is married to actress
Kareena Kapoor Khan, talked about the
change in shoot culture from the time he
started to now.
"Doing songs in bad conditions back in
the day and our generation has worked hard
and we're still working and loving it. Films
have become much higher quality and the
atmosphere on sets is interesting and much
more absorbing now," said the actor, who
was recently seen in 'Bhoot Police'.
Saif concluded: "It wasn't always like that
and I am quite proud of my journey and I
enjoy looking to the future but I also enjoy
looking back and saying 'that it has been
quite something constructive really'".
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Actress Seema Pahwa's daughter
Manukriti debuts with 'Yeh Mard Bechara'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

V

eteran actress and film director Seema
Pahwa's daughter Manukriti is making
her debut in Hindi cinema with the
upcoming film 'Yeh Mard Bechara'. The first
look of the film releases on Sunday, on the
occasion of Karwa Chauth.
'Yeh Mard Bechara' is a rom-com that
revolves around breaking the stereotypes of
manhood.Director of the film Annup Thapa
said, "Our film 'Yeh Mard Bechara' talks about
the notions and societal pressure that a man
goes through. He is always been looked upon
for many things. Our film will portray the
struggle of men from a feminist point of view."
Talking about her daughter's debut, Seema
said, "I'm really excited to share the screen
with my daughter in her debut film. The character Manukriti is playing fits her perfectly,
and the director has made an apt decision by
selecting her."The veteran actress is known for

delivering some praiseworthy performances
in films like 'Bareilly Ki Barfi', 'Shubh Mangal
Saavdhan', 'Bala' and directed the film
'Ramprasad Ki Tehrvi'.
Apart from Manukriti, Veeraj Rao, and
Manikk Choudhari will also debut, and the
film has a talented ensemble cast that
includes Bijendra Kala, Atul Srivastav and
Sapna Sand.
Interestingly, the real-life mother-daughter
duo is playing mom-in-law and daughter-inlaw on screen. Seema said, "as I'm playing
Manukriti's mother-in-law in the film. So I got
to perceive our bond from a different perspective and it was really interesting. As far as her
performance is concerned, I know that she's
put in all her efforts, and not only as a mother
but even as an artiste, I'm sure that Manukriti
and Veeraj have a bright future."
The film releases in theatres on November
19, on the occasion of International Men's
Day.

t a time when Bollywood heroines of
the 1990s -- from Juhi Chawla and
Raveena Tandon to Pooja Bhatt -- are
seeing a return to the limelight, thanks to
OTT platforms, Mamata Kulkarni, who's
still remembered for her role in Rakesh
Roshan's 1995 reincarnation drama 'Karan
Arjun' opposite Salman Khan, and drug
bust accused, has surprised her fans by
staging a comeback on social media.
Her present picture, where she comes
across as matronly and not as the poster
girl she was in the 1990s, was put up on her
Instagram fan page and it caused quite a
stir.
'Karan Arjun', it was rumoured at that
time, was not a very happy experience for
Kulkarni, especially because Salman Khan
was said to have been quite nasty to her.
Kulkarni had another brief dalliance with
fame in the Aamir Khan-starrer 'Baazi' and
then she appeared in a string of forgettable
films, slowly fading out.
Briefly, she courted notoriety by doing a
topless shoot for a film magazine and then
dropped out of the public eye in 2000. Only
to be back in the news -- now for the wrong
reasons.
Kulkarni was reported to have married
the Ahmedabad-born international drug
lord Vicky Goswami, who had been first
arrested on narcotics trafficking charges in
Dubai in 1997 (only to be pardoned and let
off in 2012), and then again in 2014 in
Kenya, where he was freed on bail, pending
his extradition to the United States to face

charges brought against him by the
Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA).
Goswami and Kulkarni, in fact,
had been arrested together in
Kenya, but the former actress was
let off. The DEA had charged
Goswami with controlling the trade
in mandrax, a narcotic substance, in
sub-Saharan Africa.
Back in India, Goswami was wanted in
a case, dating back to the 1990s, involved
the recovery of 18.5 tonnes of ephedrine by
the Thane police, then headed by the nowcontroversial cop Param Bir Singh. The
substance at that time was said to be worth
Rs 2,000 crore in the international market.
The police probe had revealed the seized
material was to be used to manufacture
methamphetamine (popularly known as
meth).
Although Goswami has throughout
maintained that Kulkarni was his wellwisher and not his wife, and she had once
said in a TV interview that they were trying
to establish a business in imported food
items, Kulkarni, who continued to live in
Kenya, was also under a cloud of suspicion.
In 2016, after the seizure of a controlled
substance, ephedrine, from a car by the
Thane police, yet another case was brought
against Goswami and Kulkarni. An NDPS
court in Mumbai, which is empowered to
take action under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, declared both
Goswami and Kulkarni proclaimed offenders, and ordered the sealing of all properties owned by them.
Kulkarni approached the Bombay High
Court in 2019 to strike down the case
against her. In her plea, she mentioned that
the police had no solid ground for citing
her involvement in the busted drug deal
and that she had been named just because
she maintained a "cordial relationship"
with Goswami.
She also requested the court to unfreeze
her bank accounts and fixed deposits, and
unseal two of her flats in Andheri, Mumbai.
Earlier this year, the court rejected the plea,
but it has not yet pronounced a verdict on
Kulkarni's plea for the quashing of the case.
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Divya Khosla
Kumar
shares new
poster from
'Satyameva
Jayate 2'
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'S

atyameva Jayate 2' is one film that
the audience is eagerly waiting for.
The John Abraham-starrer is now
all set to hit the theatres worldwide. The
film's female lead Divya Khosla Kumar
has shared a poster of hers from the film
on her Instagram.She captioned the
image, "Jo Tirange pe jaan deti hai woh
bharat maa ki beti hai! (The one who
pledges supreme sacrifice for the tricolour, is the daughter of India)
#SatyamevaJayate2 trailer out tomorrow.
In cinemas, Thursday, 25th November."
The poster shows Divya leading a

group of workers and farmers as she
holds a pickaxe with
burning rage
in her eyes, amidst a struggle with
the cops.Recently, John had also shared
an action-packed poster of him from the
film on his Instagram where he first
divulged the details about the film's
release and the trailer launch.
After running into production and
release delays for almost a year and a
half, the film seems to be finally releasing
and it promises to serve a mix of patriotism and vigilantism.
'Satyameva Jayate 2' is the sequel to the
highly successful 2018 action film which
starred John as the vigilante who kills corrupt police officers in order to cleanse the
system. Directed by Milap Zaveri and
produced by T-series, the film is slated for
a theatrical release on November 5.
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T

he promotions of Akshay Kumar and
Katrina Kaif-starrer 'Sooryavanshi' are in
full swing. The film's actors and director
Rohit Shetty are working 'hard' as seen in
Katrina's most recent video on Instagram
In an Instagram reel shared by Katrina, we
see both Akshay and Rohit having a blissful
moment as Katrina mocks them by telling the
fans how 'hard' the two are working and how
much they are kicked up for the promotions.
Katrina captioned the image, "Just look at
the excitement of the boys for our first day
promotions together ???? @itsrohitshetty

KATRINA KAIF'S
VIDEO SHOWS
'HARDWORKING' PAIR
OF AKSHAY KUMAR,
ROHIT SHETTY
@akshaykumar #sooryavanshiintheatres
#sundayvibes #sooryavanshi NOV 5 th ??"
Akshay interjects by asking Katrina not to
record the video as he and Rohit have a reputation to maintain. Shortly after this, he's seen
falling down as he tries to get back to the
grilling promotion schedule. The video has
since then gone viral giving fans a hearty dose
of laughter.Sooryavanshi is scheduled for a
theatrical release on November 5 and the
makers are leaving no stone unturned to create the buzz around the film.
The film also stars Ajay Devgn and Ranveer
Singh in extended cameo appearances and is
a part of the Rohit Shetty cop universe.

Parineeti Chopra
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