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Selective view of human rights
violation dangerous for...

HOLLYWOOD

ndia will continue to be the world's
fastest growing major economy,
clocking a growth rate of 9.5 per cent
this fiscal year and 8.5 per cent in the
next, according to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) projections
released on Tuesday.
The IMF's World Economic Outlook
(WEO) kept the gross domestic product
(GDP) growth forecasts it had made in
July for India, whose Covid-battered
economy had shrunk by 7.3 per cent in
the last fiscal year.
In July, while India was in the grip of
Covid-19's second wave, the IMF had
cut its forecast of 12.5 per cent made in
April before the pandemic's resurgence
by 3 per cent.
The WEO's long-term forecast for
India's GDP growth is 6.1 per cent in
2026.
In the WEO tables, China followed
India with 8 per cent this year and 5.6
per cent the next - a reduction of 0.1 per
cent for both years from the forecast
made in July.
The UK came next with 6.8 per cent
growth this year, followed by France at
6.5 per cent, and the US at six per cent.
The global economy is projected to
grow 5.9 per cent in 2021 and 4.9 per
cent in 2022 - a 0.1 percentage point
lower for 2021 than in the July forecast.
The WEO said: "The downward revision for 2021 reflects a downgrade for
advanced economies -- in part due to
supply disruptions -- and for low-

income developing countries, largely
due to worsening pandemic dynamics."
IMF's Chief Economic Gita Gopinath
said in her foreword to the WEO, "The
global recovery continues but the
momentum has weakened, hobbled by
the pandemic."
"Fuelled by the highly transmissible
Delta variant, the recorded global
Covid-19 death toll has risen close to 5
million and health risks abound, holding back a full return to normalcy.
Pandemic outbreaks in critical links of
global supply chains have resulted in
longer-than-expected supply disruptions, further feeding inflation in many
countries."
"Overall, risks to economic prospects
have increased, and policy trade-offs
have become more complex," she
warned.The projected a wary outlook:
"Overall, the balance of risks for (global)
growth is tilted to the downside. The
major source of concern is that more
aggressive SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) variants could emerge before widespread
vaccination is reached."
The WEO, which stressed the importance of vaccination, said:, "The development of Covid-19 vaccines was
encouraged by unprecedented public
support."
As an example, it cited the help in
scaling up manufacturing by the Indian
government grants to vaccine producers.The IMF forecast is more than a per
cent higher than the World Bank's estimate of 8.3 per cent for this fiscal year,

which puts it behind China's 8.5 per
cent growth this year.
The Bank's Regional Economic
Update released last week said India's
GDP growth is expected to moderate to
7.5 per cent next year and 6.5 per cent in
2023-24.
The United Nations, which made its
forecast for the calendar year, rather
than the fiscal, said it expected India's
economy to grow by 7.5 per cent this
calendar year and rebound to 10.5 per
cent next year.
India's consumer price index is
expected to grow by 5.6 per cent this fiscal year and by 4.9 the next, according to
the IMF's WEO.
The Maldives, whose economy
shrunk by 32 per cent last year, is
expected to rebound to 18.9 per cent this
year and moderate to13.2 per cent next
year, the WEO said.
Elsewhere in South Asia, growth is
expected to be slower. Pakistan's GDP is
forecast to grow by 3.9 per cent this year,
and by 4 per cent the next, and
Bangladesh by 4.6 per cent this year and
6.5 per cent the next year, according to
the WEO.
Sri Lanka's growth is forecast to grow
3.6 this year and moderate to 3.3 next
year, while Nepal's GDP is expected to
grow by 1.8 per cent this year and then
rebound to 4.4 per cent, the report said.
Bhutan's economy is forecast to continue to shrink by 1.9 per cent this year,
but grow by 4.2 per cent next year,
according to the WEO.

Biological E seeks nod for
phase 3 trial of Corbevax
as booster dose
New Delhi:Pharma
major Biological E has
sought approval from drug
regulator Drugs Controller
General of India to conduct
the phase-3 clinical trial of
Covid vaccine Corbevax.
The company has sought
approval as a single booster
dose for those fully vaccinated with Covishield or
Covaxin vaccines. The
Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) on COVID-19 of the
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation
(CDSCO) may discuss the
matter in its next meeting.
The phase 2/3 clinical trials
of Corbevax are underway
and the results are likely to
be declared this month.
Corbevax is based on a protein antigen technology that
binds to the Angiotensin
Converting Enzyme-2
(ACE2) receptor on the host
cell membrane and facilitates virus entry. The body's
own cells stimulate the
immune system of the body
to produce antibodies to
protect against the infection.
Biological E received DCGI
approval for conducting
Phase III Comparator Safety
& Immunogenicity trial in
adults after the Subject
Expert Committee's review
of Phase I and II clinical trials data last month.
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is going to be no laxity on this issue," he said.He
termed the arrest of Ashish Mishra, son of the
minister, as a 'red carpet arrest', which was not
acceptable to farmers.
Tikait did not allow any political leaders to
address the gathering and said that it was not a
political event but a 'pious' event.

Covaxin gets emergency use
approval for kids aged 2-18 years
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Hyderabad-based
pharma major Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin has
got the emergency use
approval for children in the
age group of 2 to 18 years
from the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGA).
The Subject Expert
Committee on Covid-19 gave
the approval for the emergency use in the children.
The expert panel said in a
statement, "After detailed
deliberation, the committee
recommended for grant of
market authorisation of the
vaccine for the age group of 2
to 18 years for restricted use
in emergency situation."
Bharat Biotech had submitted the trial data of phase
2 and 3 of Covaxin on children in the beginning of this
month to the apex body -DCGI at the start of this
month. The vaccine will be
administered in two doses
with 20 days of interval.
However, Bharat Biotech
needs to submit safety data
with due analysis every 15
days for the first two months
and monthly thereafter.
Remarkably, the global
health body World Health
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Ali was arrested from the Laxmi Nagar
area at around 9.30 pm on Monday.
According to the official, Ali, who had
obtained fake Indian identity cards using
forged documents, was living as an Indian
national by the name of Ali Ahmed Noori in
Shastri Nagar."At the time of his arrest, the
police recovered an AK 47 along with several other arms and ammunition," Kushwaha

said. Apart from the AK 47, two magazines
with 60 live rounds, one hand grenade and
two pistols with 50 rounds of cartridges
were recovered from his possession.
Ali has been arrested under the relevant
sections of UAPA Act, Explosives Act and
Arms Act, the official said.
Notably, the cops in the national capital
were already on high alert due to the festival

Organisation has not granted
the emergency use authorisation to Covaxin. The World
Health Organisation said last
week that it will carry out the
risk and benefit assessment
next week with experts and
take a final decision on the
much awaited EUL to Covid
vaccine Covaxin. The WHO
said in the last meeting,
"WHO & an independent
group of experts are scheduled to meet next week to
carry out the risk/benefit
assessment and come to a
final decision whether to
grant Emergency Use Listing
to Covaxin".

Meanwhile, India continues to show the declining
trends in the daily trajectory
of Covid caseloads. India on
Tuesday reported 14,313
fresh Covid cases in the last
24 hours, lowest recorded
cases in the 224 days. Total
181 deaths have also been
reported in the same time
span, pushing the death toll
to 4,50,963, the Union Health
Ministry said.The Active
Caseload is presently
2,14,900, which is the lowest
in 212 days. The active Covid
cases presently constitute
0.63 per cent of the country's
total positive cases.

CBI raids 41 places in J&K Arms licence
racket, 14 ex-public servants under lens
NEW DELHI/SRINAGAR | Agencies

T

he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Tuesday carried out raids
at around 41 locations in
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Delhi and Madhya Pradesh in a
case related to an arms licence
racket.
The raids were carried out at
the official and residential
premises of around 14 then
public servants, including then
IAS, J&K Administrative Service,
and lower rank government officials, around five private persons (middlemen/agents) and
10 gun houses and dealers in
the case related to the arms
licence racket.
The agency raided the premises of four IAS officers Sajjad
Ahmad Khan (retired), Baseer
Ahmad Khan, M Raju and
Prasanna Ramaswany G.
The CBI also raised the premises of J&K Administrative
Service officers Nisar Ahmad

Pakistan's ISI trained terrorist held in Delhi: Official
he terrorist who was arrested by the
Special Cell of Delhi Police from the
national capital on Monday night was
trained by Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), officials privy to the probe
told IANS on Tuesday.
"The suspected terrorist had been
assigned to carry out terror strikes during
the festive season at the behest of Pakistan's
ISI," a senior official said.
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Pramod
Singh Kushwah, informed that the accused
Pakistani national was trained by the ISI for
at least six months in Sialkot, Pakistan.
An ISI handler bearing the code name
Nasir motivated him to work as a sleeper
cell for subversive activities in India.
"In 2004, after completion of his training,
the accused terrorist, Mohd Ashraf alias Ali,
managed to enter India from Bangladesh
through the Siliguri border in West Bengal,"
the senior official said.
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Speculation begins as Sanju
Samson asked to stay back in...

LAKHIMPUR KHERI | Agencies

the peace of the departed souls and there
should be no politics here."But we are not going
to rest until strict punishment is ensured for
those guilty of mowing down farmers. When we
spoke to the government representatives, we
had made our demands clear - the arrest of the
minister and his son and other accused. There
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Tikait announces agitation if
Teni is not dismissed, arrested
haratiya Kisan Union leader Rakesh Tikait
has said that the farmers would launch a
major agitation if union minister of state
for Home Affairs Ajay Mishra Teni, who is
charged under 120B IPC, is not dismissed and
arrested.
"The minister and his son must be lodged in
separate barracks in Agra - not in Lakhimpur jail
- because they are guilty of murder, the minister
must resign and be arrested," he said.
The minister and his son are accused in the
October 3 incident in which nine persons,
including four farmers, were mowed down by
SUVs. The minister's son Ashish Mishra has
already been arrested. He announced that effigies will be burnt in districts on October 15 and
the places would be decided later. "On October
24, the ashes of the deceased would be
immersed and then a panchayat would be held
in Lucknow on October 26 in which the future
course of action will be decided," he said, while
speaking at the 'antim ardas' of the deceased on
Tuesday.
He said that the 'antim ardas' was to pray for
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IMF KEEPS INDIA'S 2021-22 GDP GROWTH
AT 9.5%, RETAINS TOP GLOBAL SPOT
I
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season."During the festive season, there is
high footfall of people in the markets, temples and commercial complexes. This rush
of people can be used by anti-national elements having nefarious designs to carry out
terror attacks in such places," a top official
had recently told IANS. Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana had also
taken a crime review meeting on Saturday
with senior officials and issued directions to
enhance their vigil during the festival days.
In the review meeting, how to prevent
terrorists or anti-national elements from
taking the help of local gangsters was also
discussed.The arrest came nearly a month
after the Special Cell had on September 14
busted a Pakistan-based terror module and
arrested seven suspected terrorists, including two who were trained by the ISI.
The arrested terrorists were planning to
carry out terror attacks in the country during this festival season. All the suspects are
currently in police custody.

Suspected Pak terrorist sent to 14-day police custody
New Delhi:The suspected Pakistani terrorist who was arrested by the special cell of Delhi Police in the national capital was sent to 14 days police custody on Tuesday.
The suspected terrorist was arrested from the Laxmi Nagar area of the city at around 9 p.m. on Monday, an official told IANS.Delhi Police in the court demanded custody of the
accused so that they can unearth the whole conspiracy of Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to carry out terror strikes in the national capital during this festive season. Notably,
the ISI had trained this terrorist, identified as Mohd Ashraf alias Ali, for at least six months back in 2004.Since then he was living in India as a sleeper cell. "After entering India, he went
to Ajmer and befriended a Maulvi at a local Masjid. In the year 2006, he accompanied the said Maulvi to Delhi," an official said.Earlier also on September 14, the Special Cell of Delhi
Police which prevents, detects, and investigates cases of terrorism, organized crime, and other serious crimes in the national capital, had busted a Pakistan-based terror module and
arrested seven suspected terrorists, including two people who were trained by the ISI.The arrested terrorists were also planning to carry out terror attacks in the country during this festival season. All the suspects are currently in police custody.

Wani, MS Mallik, Farooq
Ahmad Khan and Bashir
Ahamad Khan. The agency carried out raids at the premises of
then District Information
Officer, Sanjay Puri.
The raids were carried out in
Srinagar, Anantnag, Banihal,
Baramulla, Jammu, Doda,
Rajouri, Kishtwar (Jammu and
Kashmir), Leh, Delhi and Bhind
in Madhya Pradesh.
During the searches, incriminating documents including
issuance of arms licence, list of
beneficiaries, documents related to investment in FDRs and
other sale proceeds, property
documents, bank account
details, locker keys, diary comprising incriminating details,
arms licence registers, electronic gadgets, mobile phones and
some cash, including old currency, were recovered.
The agency had registered
two cases on the request of then
Jammu and Kashmir government and following further noti-

fication from the government of
India. The agency took over
over the investigation of two
FIRs, registered on May 17, 2018
in J&K on the allegations of bulk
issuance of arms licences in the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir during the period 2012
to 2016.
It was alleged that more than
2.78 lakh arms licences were
issued to the non-entitled persons. The CBI also collected
documents pertaining to the
issuance of the said armed
licences, allegedly spread over
22 districts of Jammu and
Kashmir.
During investigation and
scrutiny of documents, the role
of certain gun dealers came to
light, who in connivance with
the public servants, i.e., the then
District Magistrate and
Additional District Magistrate of
the concerned districts, had
allegedly issued such illegal
arms licences to ineligible persons.

India's security policy got boost
only after 2014: RSS chief
Team Absolute|New Delhi

P

raising the work of the
Narendra Modi government, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Tuesday said that it was only
after 2014 that India's security policy started getting priority in the agenda of the government.
Bhagwat said that earlier
the security policy was given
less preference before the
national policy but after 2014
the whole attitude changed
and now the security policy
gets top priority in the government.
Bhagwat's statement came
amid continued criticism by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi who has been targeting the Modi government for
a failed defence policy, especially in view of the IndiaChina standoff in eastern
Ladakh. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh was also present there.
Speaking at a book release
function on Veer Savarkar,
Bhagwat alleged that a big
gameplan to defame the
Sangh Pariwar and Veer
Savarkar was carried out after
Independence, but it failed.

Describing Veer Savarkar as a
true nationalist, Mohan
Bhagwat said that all his predictions are coming true
today. The RSS chief once
again reiterated that the
ancestors of all those living in
India are the same irrespective of their caste and creed.
All the people living in India
are Hindus, he said, adding
the meaning of Hinduism
here is very broad.
He also advised people of
all faiths to live together.
Bhagwat said, "what happens
in our Parliament. Except
physical fight, everything
happens, but later everyone
comes out and laughs together, jokes, hugs."
The Sangh chief said all
the religions that came to
India were welcomed. "So
don't talk of separation, don't
talk of special rights."
Objecting to the use of the
word minority, Mohan
Bhagwat said that there is no
such thing as minority.
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Selective view of human rights violation
dangerous for democracy, warns PM Modi A
W

Ahead of CWC meet, Sidhu to
meet party leadership in Delhi

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ithout referring to any
incident, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi warned that a
selective view of
human rights violation through a
political lens is dangerous for democracy and will affect the country as a
few have modified the definition of
human rights as per their own convenience.Prime Minister Modi was
addressing the 28th National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) foundation day programme on Tuesday
through video conferencing.
He said India always upheld
human rights, saying his government
has provided new rights to Muslim
women who were demanding laws
against Triple Talaq and freed them
from the compulsion of 'Mahram'
and as a chaperone, a male family
member accompanying them during

haj.Stressing on empowerment of
women, he said India is providing
paid maternity leave of 26 weeks to
career women, aiming to protect the
basic rights of newborn children.
Highlighting the strict law and
order, Modi said his government has
established 650 fast track courts and
introduced death penalty for the
heinous offence of rape.

The fare gender can get all in one
facility for temporary accommodation, counselling and medical help
etc. "By amending the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, our
government has paved way for safer
and legal abortion option," he added.
Modi said that his government has
always thought of the last person in
the queue and strived hard to ensure
that no one, not even those who are
unaware of their basic human rights
are left out.
"This is why we came up with
schemes like Jan-Dhan Yojna, Ujjwala
Yojna and Swacch Bharat Abhiyan.
These schemes and campaigns have
dignified the lives of those who had
never dreamt of having their own
bank accounts and owning a debit
card or thought of getting a gas cylinder at their doorsteps. Similarly, people are no longer forced to defecate in
open and under 'Saubhagya' scheme
we have ensured that every house-

hold gets electricity," the prime minister said.
Modi also emphasised the steps
taken by his government for the
upliftment of specially-abled, saying,
"Nationwide, thousands of institutes,
public spaces, including buses and
railways, 700 websites and even currencies have been made differentlyabled friendly."
"For the transgender community,
Transgender Persons' Protection of
Rights Act has been introduced," he
pointed out, adding that all these
steps will help eradicate injustice
from the country.
PM Modi further added that the
NDA government has been seriously
working towards the development of
Jammu and Kashmir and northeastern states as well, reiterating the point
that his government is considerate of
human rights and is working in the
best interest of every section of the
Indian society.

fter resigning from the
state President of
Punjab, Navjot Singh
Sidhu will have his first official meeting with the
Congress central leadership
on Thursday."Navjot Singh
Sidhu, President, Punjab
Congress, will be meeting me
and (K.C.) Venugopal ji for
discussion on certain organisational matters pertaining to
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee at Venugopal ji's
office on October 14 at 6
p.m.," AICC General Secretary
and the party's Punjab incharge, Harish Rawat, said in
a tweet.After Sidhu had quit
over differences with Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, the central leadership has called him to listen
to his grievances.
It's likely that Sidhu will put
forth the list of demands in
the Punjab government as he
is upset with the appointments in the government. He

has resigned from the post of
state president, but it has not
been accepted yet by Sonia
Gandhi. The meeting gains
significance as it comes ahead
of the CWC meeting.
The Congress is likely to
convey Sidhu to withdraw his
resignation and work in tandem with the Chief Minister.
The Congress wants to put
its house in order ahead of
polls and despite removal of
Amarinder Singh there has
been no resolution of the
issues.Sidhu is Unhappy over
the first Cabinet expansion,
allocation of portfolios and
appointments on crucial
posts, including the Advocate
General and the DGP, by the
Chief Minister. The Congress
leadership has given a go
ahead to a coordination committee after the Chief Minister
tried to placate Sidhu and
said that the decision will be
taken collectively.
Navjot Singh Sidhu after his
resignation has said he will
always stand by party leaders

Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.
In a tweet Sidhu said, "Will
uphold principles of Gandhi Ji
& Shastri Ji...
"Post or No Post, will stand
by Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi! Let all negative forces try to defeat me,
but with every ounce of positive energy will make Punjab
win, Punjabiyat (Universal
Brotherhood) win & every
Punjabi win!!"
Navjot Singh Sidhu was on
forefront in Lakhimpur Kheri
where he proceeded on indefinite fast in support of his
demand for action against
Union Minister of state for
Home Affairs Ajay Mishra
Teni's son Ashish Mishra. He
also led a large convoy to support Priyanka Gandhi in her
agitation.

Bengal guv terms state bureaucrats 10 mild quakes in 7 days rattle CENTRE NOTIFIES
residents of north K'taka districts
as 'political servants'
APPOINTMENTS OF
Kolkata|Agencies

Vijayapura/Kalaburgi|Agenc
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trongly criticising the role of bureaucracy
in the state, West Bengal governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar said that the members
of IAS and IPS are no more public servants in
the state, rather they have reduced themselves
to 'political servants'.
Dhankhar who is in North Bengal for two
weeks told the media, "I am disturbed by the
dilution of democratic norms and values. I
painfully indicate to the media that the state in
which we are in is very severe and painful,
known to other parts of the country. I am surprised how members of IAS and IPS including
the chief secretary can be so unmindful of the
constitution and the rule of law and their obligations to the governor". "How ironic it is that
the document which should be available to all
the citizens under the right to information is
not made available to the head of the state. I
questioned the chief secretary and the principal secretary, finance. On 7th June they came
to see me ideally without any paper, without
any preparation, without any document. How
can they be so casual? How can they deal with
the matter in this way with the constitutional
head?" Dhankhar said. The governor was
referring to the documents related to Andal
airport and the alleged financial favours in
'Pandemic patronage scam'. "I wrote to him
on 7th June to respond within seven days. He

is not worried. I called them again on October
1. They came without any documents. Then I
had to put them on a tight schedule. They are
on a complete disobedience mode. By concealing those documents from the governor,
by not putting them on public domain they
are shielding the criminals," Dhankhar added.
"I have sent another strong note to the chief
secretary today. The complicity of the administration in such criminal acts must end. It is
their duty to ensure that criminals are brought
to book. The criminals must face the wrath of
law. No one can be above law," he added.
Alleging that every citizen in the state is
stressed, the governor said, "They have already
reduced to a state to a police state where every
citizen is stressed. They are in fear. Democracy
is in peril, so disturbed, human rights are in
danger. Everyone is in fear". "It is a very sorry
state of affairs to find that the bureaucrats are
no more public servants but they have
reduced themselves to the level of political
servants. This is an open secret and everyone
knows it," he concluded.

en mild earthquakes in
7 days have rattled the
people of Kalaburgi and
Vijayapura districts in north
Karnataka. The region has
been experiencing mild
tremors for a month and the
residents are living in fear.
The villagers are demanding that the government construct sheds in the open
fields as every time loud
noises are heard or light
tremors are felt, people run
out of their homes and spend
the entire night in the open
fields.
As many as 50 villages in
Chincholi taluk experienced
an earthquake of 4.1 magnitude on Monday night. Two
houses collapsed as a result.
The locals have alleged that
no officer from the mining
and geology department or
representatives from the ruling BJP have visited them to
listen to their problems.
Between September 4 and
October 11 the people of

NEW JUDGES TO
THREE HIGH COURTS
Vijayapura, Sindhagi,
Basavana Bagewadi, Kolhara
and Tikota taluks experienced earthquakes 8 times.
The tremors have been
recorded five times on the
Richter scale.
In Gadikeshwara village in
Chincholi taluk people have
been hearing loud noises and
experiencing tremors for the
last 6 years. They experienced an earthquake of 3.4
magnitude on the Richter
scale on Sunday also. Last
year a team of scientists from
the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre
visited the village.
The experts' team has
come to the conclusion that

the loud noises are natural,
layers of earth water movement being the reason and
there is no need to panic.
The government constructed sheds in many villages of Chincholi taluk in
2001-02 and 2016 and provided blankets also.
P Sunil Kumar, District
Commissioner of Vijayapura,
has stated that they have
requested an in-depth study
on the earthquakes by
experts. Once the study is
done, they will learn the
exact reason. Vijayapura district also houses the Alamatti
dam, the largest in Asia. It
has a water storage capacity
of 123 TMC.

New Delhi: The Centre has notified appointments of 20
new high court judges - eight each to the Allahabad and
Gauhati High Courts, and four judges to the Madras High
Court. In a statement, the Department of Justice said in
exercise of the power conferred under the Constitution,
the President, in consultation with the Chief Justice of
India, has approved the appointment of advocates and
judicial officers as judges of high courts.
In the Allahabad High Court, advocates Chandra
Kumar Rai, Krishan Pahal, Sameer Jain, Ashutosh
Srivastava, Subhash Vidyarthi, Brij Raj Singh, Shree
Prakash Singh, and Vikas Budhwar have been appointed
as judges.
For Madras High Court, advocates Sundaram Srimathy,
D. Bharatha Chakravarthy, R. Vijayakumar, and
Mohammed Shaffiq have become juges.
And, for the Gauhati High Court, advocates Kakheto
Sema, Devashis Baruah, Arun Dev Choudhury and judicial officers Malasri Nandi, and Marli Vankung, have been
appointed judges.
The Department of Justice notified appointment of
three additional judges - Soumitra Saikia, Parthivjyoti
Saikia, and S. Hukato Swu - as judges of the Gauhati High
Court.

Congress delegation to meet Prez on
NIA searches multiple locations in Delhi Wednesday to seek removal of MoS Home
MUNDRA PORT DRUG SEIZURE:

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Tuesday conducted
searches at multiple locations in the
national capital in connection with the
seizure of 2,988 kg of heroin from
Gujarat's Mundra port. Officials from the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
had recently seized a huge haul of 2,998
kg of heroin, estimated to be valued at
about Rs 21,000 crore, from the Mundra
port in Gujarat.The heroin was found
concealed in the import consignment of
'Semi-processed talc stones' originating
from Afghanistan, which had arrived
from the Bandar Abbas Port, Iran.The
NIA said that on Tuesday, it conducted
searches at five places in the national

capital, including residential premises
and wearhouses at Lajpat Nagar, Alipur,
Khera Kalan and Noida in connection
with the seizure of semi-processed talc
stones with contraband drugs imported
by M/s Aashi Trading Company."During
the searches, various incriminating docu-

ments, articles and items were seized," an
NIA official said.
The three Indians arrested in the case
so far include the holders of the Import
Export Code (IEC), which was used to
import the consignment. M. Sudhakar
and his wife Durga Vaishali, who allegedly ran Vijayawada-registered Aashi
Trading Company, which had imported
heroin declaring the consignment as 'talc
stones', were arrested from Chennai by
DRI officials.The DRI had earlier said the
heroin was concealed in jumbo bags
meant to contain unprocessed talc powder. The heroin was placed in the lower
layers of the bags, which had talc stones
on the top to avoid detection. Resultantly,
the heroin had to be painstakingly separated from the talc stones.
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Congress delegation
led by senior leader
Rahul Gandhi will be
meeting President of India
Ram Nath Kovind on
Wednesday at 11 a.m. to
demand the resignation of
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Ajay Mishra
Teni whose son is accused of
running over an SUV on
farmers in Lakhimpur Kheri
on October 3.
The Congress had requested the President of India to
grant time for the delegation

comprising Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
along with senior party leaders A.K. Antony, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Adhir Ranjan Choudhury
and party general secretary
K.C. Venugopal."The shocking incident of broad day
massacre of farmers in
Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar
Pradesh has shaken the conscience of the entire nation.
Even more tragic are the
open warnings given by
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Ajay Mishra
Teni and consequent tram-

NEP will not affect any facility
for Muslims: K'taka Minister
Bengaluru|Agencies

Priyanka takes part
in 'antim ardas' of
deceased farmers
Lakhimpur
Kheri|Agencies

T

he Congress General
Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra offered
'antim ardas' to the farmers
who were mowed down by
an SUV in the Tikunia village on October 3.
Priyanka reached
Lakhimpur Kheri where the
post-death rituals of the
deceased farmers were taking place and participated
in the event.
Bhartiya Kisan Union
Tikait district vice president
Balkar Singh had already

made it clear that, "No
political leader will be
allowed to share the stage
where only Sanyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) leaders will
be present."
The SKM is the umbrella
body of farmer unions
spearheading the ongoing
protests against the Centre's
farm laws.
Priyanka, on her way to
Lakhimpur Kheri was greeted with posters opposing
her visit. The posters
reminded her of the 1984
massacre of Sikhs and said
that their 'fake sympathy'
was not needed.

K'TAKA ISSUES CIRCULAR TO
CONDUCT SPECIAL PUJA TO
AVOID THIRD COVID WAVE
Bengaluru|Agencies

T
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he implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020) will
not alter any facility such as reservation, RTE, scholarship etc, in any way
and they will continue as at present,
Higher Education Minister CN Ashwath
Narayan stated on Tuesday.
In a meeting held with Muslim leaders, representatives of Muslim institutions and stakeholders of the community, he clarified on the doubts raised over
the NEP. He stated that the NEP will not
curtail the freedom to choose any language of their choice including Arabic.
The NEP does not have any intention
of suppressing any section of society. It
is holistic and inclusive. The implementation of NEP will ensure that no section
of society is left behind in the march
towards progress, the Minister emphasised.
The NEP will strengthen government
institutions to provide quality education,
where the majority of the students come
from economically weaker sections and
minority communities, he said.
The objects and goals of the NEP are
very clear and transparent. It only
aspires to build a strong India by
empowering future citizens to become
globally competitive. The government is

pling of farmers under a Thar
Jeep owned by the Minister
and his family", the letter
read.Farmers, who were eye
witnesses have openly stated
that they were run over by
vehicle being driven by the

very well aware of the fact that real
progress cannot become a reality if any
section is suppressed, he pointed out.
The NEP does not violate the provisions mentioned in articles 28, 29 and 30
of the Constitution, the Minister
explained.
The draft of the NEP was prepared
after extensive consultations across the
country and more than 3 lakh suggestions were considered in a period of over
five and a half years. The leaders of the
Congress and the JDS were also consulted before drafting the policy, he said.
At the end of the meeting, many lead-

ers said that the meeting had cleared all
the doubts they had regarding the NEP.
At the start of the meeting, Azeezulla
Baig, retired IAS officer, expressed the
apprehension that the NEP seems to be
against the provisions of the
Constitution which ensure the protection of the rights of minorities.
Prior to this, Prof. BThimmegowda,
Vice-Chairman, State Higher Education
Council, briefed about NEP-2020.
Council Executive director Gopal Joshi,
College education commissioner P
Pradeep and Muslim leaders and educationists were present at the meeting.

son of the Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs, the
letter alleged.Ashish Mishra,
son of Minister of State for
Home Ajay Kumar Mishra,
has been arrested and
named in the FIR lodged by
the Uttar Pradesh Police in
the violence at Tikunia last
Sunday (October 3) for
allegedly mowing down
farmers who were going to
protest against Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya's visit
to the Union Minister's
ancestral village for a
function.

he Karnataka government has issued a circular to all the temples in the state to conduct
a special puja on October
15 on the occasion of Vijaya
Dashami to avoid a possible
third wave of the Covid-19
pandemic, and for the general well-being of the people of the state. The Minister for Muzrai, Haj and Wakf,
Shashikala Jolle, said on Tuesday that two waves of Covid have
caused immense loss of lives across the world.
The experts have warned that a third Covid wave may have
adverse effect on children. Against this backdrop, the department has issued a circular to all the temples coming under the
Muzrai department to conduct a special puja on October 15.
The festival of Vijaya Dashami symbolises the triumph of
good over evil, and the scriptures have said that on this auspicious day, if goddess Bhagavathi is worshipped, there will be
general well-being of the people, she said.
She also clarified that the state government has not received
any proposal to prescribe a dress code for temples. If at all it is
discussed in the Dharmika Parishath, the details will be
obtained and verified, she added.
The minister also announced the implementation of the 6th
Pay Commission recommendations at a cost of Rs 20 crores,
which would help 37,000 employees of the Muzrai department, especially the priests. She said that the department is
contemplating developing an app with an integrated management system wherein all the information regarding major temples in the state will be available for the devotees.
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FIRST TIME 38 STUDENTS SELECTED Sabha, 3 Assembly Seats
FROM THE STATE IN UPSC
New Delhi, Wednesday, October 13, 2021

Voting for the by-elections in Madhya Pradesh will be held on October
30. The counting of votes will take place on November 2. The main contest is between the ruling BJP and the opposition Congress in the state.

 Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to honour
meritorious students on
Wednesday
Team Absolute |Bhopal

O

n an average, 15 to 20 students
from Madhya Pradesh are
selected in the Union Public
Service Commission examination
every year. For the first time in the
state, 38 students have been selected
in the UPSC examination which is a
proud achievement. With the selected students being honoured, other
students will also take inspiration.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said this while reviewing
the preparations for the Samman
Samaroha of the students selected by
the today. In the meeting held at the
Chief Minister's residence on
October 13 at 3 pm, discussions were
held on the preparations for the
'Mantra of Success' programme
being held in the Minto Hall auditori-

um. Chouhan said that this function
would be inspiring for other students
also. A booklet "Pratibhaon ka
Parcham" which has been published
by the Department of Public
Relations will also be released on the
occasion.
Lakhs of students of the state will
join the Safalta ke Mantra pro-

gramme. Some students of Class XI
and XII will also be present in the
Minto Hall programme and will connect with the programme through
other means. This programme will be
very useful for the students. The programme will be broadcast on various
platforms of social media.
The story of the hard work and

success achieved by the students
selected in UPSC will also be narrated. Chief Minister will communicate
with all the successful students.
Chouhan will also address other students on this occasion. Chouhan has
instructed to honorably invite the
students selected in UPSC in the
'Safalta ke Mantra' programme. The
children selected in UPSC will also
be seated on the stage with respect.
Recently, in the programme held in
honor of the country's women's
hockey team, all the women players
were seated on stage. On the same
lines, the selected students of UPSC
will be present on the stage. The
preparations for the programme
were finalized today by the Higher
Education Department.
Principal Secretary Higher
Education Anupam Rajan informed
that most of the students selected in
the Union Public Service
Commission this year are members
of ordinary families. All of them prepared for the examinations by focusing on regular study and syllabus.

Make every effort to empower daughters: CM
 Chouhan reviews preparations for Ladli Laxmi festival
 State level programme to
be organized at Minto Hall
on October 14
Team Absolute |Bhopal
hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that it is necessary to make full efforts to
empower daughters. It is our responsibility not only to worship daughters but
also to protect them and make them
dear to everyone. All efforts should be
made to ensure the education and prosperity of daughters. State level Ladli
Laxmi Utsav should be organized properly in Bhopal on October 14. Efforts
should be made to connect around 40
lakh Ladli Laxmis/daughters through
virtual medium. Chouhan was reviewing the preparations for the state level
Ladli Laxmi Utsav at Minto Hall on
Tuesday.
Chouhan said that girls should be virtually connected in every Anganwadi
and Panchayat buildings in this festival
organized for their prosperity and
empowerment. Scholarships worth Rs.

C

5 crore 99 lakh will be transferred online
to 21 thousand 550 ladies of the state.
The programme should be telecast on
TV, Doordarshan and spread through
computer, laptop, mobile in every village, Anganwadi centers, all projects,
districts, municipalities and district
headquarters. A link of this broadcast
should be sent to all public representatives, departmental officers, members of
Shaurya Dal, Self-Help Groups and
Matru Sahyogini, to give a message to
the Ladlis and their mothers to join the
Utsav. Chief Minister also directed to
make arrangements for uploading photos, registering feedbacks and receiving
suggestions from all the Laxmis on the
portal of the festival.
Chouhan said that suggestions
should be taken from the public to
improve Ladli Laxmi Yojana. The Ladli
Laxmi festival should be ensured by fixing one day in a year. In order to

Keep a close watch on maintenance of roads
and quality of construction works: Bhargava
Team Absolute |Bhopal
ublic Works Minister Gopal
Bhargava has instructed senior
officers to keep a close watch on
the quality of other construction works
including the maintenance of roads. He
has said that there is a need to speed up
the construction activities after the
rainy season. Senior officers should
conduct site inspection according to the
prescribed roster and upload the
inspection report on the departmental
website.
Bhargava said that special emphasis
should be laid by the department on the
maintenance work of roads damaged
during the rainy season. Under this, the
work of repairing such roads, which are
not in the performance guarantee,
should be started with immediate effect
and the information about the daily
patch repairing work should mandatorily be recorded in the patch repair module.The superintending engineer level

P

officers will inspect the routes under the
Performance Guarantee. The repair
work of the damage caused to the roads
will have to be done compulsorily within a month by the concerned agency.
Principal Secretary Public Works
Department Neeraj Mandloi said that
regular inspection by senior officers is
necessary for quality of construction
works and completion of works in timelimit. In this regard, instructions have
been issued by the Public Works
Department Engineer-in-Chief to the
chief engineer, superintending engineer
and executive engineers to keep an eye
on the construction works. It has been
clarified in the letter that the review of
works costing one crore to 5 crores will
be done by the superintending engineer
and the construction works costing
more than 5 crores will be compulsorily
reviewed by the chief engineer every
month and the engineer-in-chief will be
informed about the work progress.

improve Ladli Laxmi Yojana 2.0, it has
been suggested that an amount of Rs 20
thousand should be given to all the
Ladlis after passing Class XIIth, after
completing at least two years of studies
in graduation and vocational courses.
Ladli Laxmi Diwas should be organized
like a festival in the state, district and
gram panchayat level. At the time of
Ladli Laxmi registration, the birth certificate should be issued alongwith a
message of the Chief Minister. Apart
from ensuring 100 percent vaccination
of Ladli Laxmis, care should be taken to
ensure their nutrition and making them
anaemia free.
A suggestion was given to declare village panchayats and villages Ladli
Laxmi friendly, to prepare a portal of
Ladli Laxmis for vocational training
through Women, Finance and
Development Corporation on the basis
of appropriate parameters.Identifying
the interest of Ladli Laxmis through the
portal, efforts should be made for providing training to Ladli Laxmis who
have passed Class XII, issuing Learning
Driving License to each Ladli Laxmi
above 18 years, after training and suggesting Ladli Laxmis who do not want
to take vocational training in performing arts and fine arts according to their
interest.

Zafar Alam Khan | Bhopal
www.absoluteindianews.com

A

total of 55 candidates
are contesting the
upcoming by-elections
to one Lok Sabha constituency and three Assembly seats
in Madhya Pradesh, an election official said on Tuesday.
After the last date of withdrawal of candidature
Monday, a maximum of 19
candidates are in fray from
the Raigaon (Scheduled
Caste) Assembly seat in Satna
district and 16 from the
Khandwa Lok Sabha constituency for the by-elections
to be held on October 30, the
official said. In Jobat
(Scheduled Tribe) Assembly
seat of Alirajpur district, nine
candidates are in the fray,
while 11 candidates are trying their luck from Prithvipur
Assembly seat in Niwari district, the official said. The

CM PLANTS NEEM
SAPLING

main contest is between the
ruling BJP and the opposition
Congress in the state. In the
Khandwa Lok Sabha seat, the
BJP has fielded former district panchayat president
Gyaneshwar Patil, denying
ticket to Harshvardhan
Chauhan, son of sitting MP
Nand Kumar Singh Chauhan,
whose demise necessitated
the by-election in the constituency. The Congress has
fielded former MLA
Rajnarayan Singh Purni from
the Khandwa Lok Sabha seat.
For the by-poll to Jobat
(Scheduled Tribe) Assembly
seat, which fell vacant due to
the death of sitting Congress
legislator Kalawati Bhuria,
the BJP has given ticket to
Sulochana Rawat against
Congress candidate Mahesh
Patel. Rawat, a former MLA,
joined the BJP recently after
quitting the Congress. She
earlier won from the seat

Electricity being successfully supplied
as per demand in the : Tomar
Team Absolute | Bhopal
nergy Minister Pradyuman
Singh Tomar has informed
that at present the demand
of electricity is being successfully
met in the state. The average
demand in the state is about 10
thousand MW. The maximum
demand is about 11 thousand
MW. On October 11 at 7 pm, the
maximum demand was 10 thousand 853 MW, which was supplied uninterrupted.
Tomar has informed that the
demand for electricity is increasing in the state since last 15 days.
More than 22 crore units of electricity are being supplied daily.
The State Government is in constant touch with Coal India and
the Central Government in the
wake of the nationwide crisis of
coal. Every possible effort is being
made to ensure adequate supply
of coal in the state. Efforts are
also being made to transport coal
through rail as well by road transport for additional supply of
about 16 lakh tonnes of coal. He

E

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan planted a neem
sapling in Smart Udyan today.
Chouhan plants one sapling every
day as a part of his resolve.
Rich in antibiotic elements, neem
is known as a supreme medicine.
Neem may be bitter in taste, but its
benefits are like nectar. Neem is also
very useful from environmental point
of view.

CM PAYS TRIBUTE TO LOHIA
Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
paid tribute to Ram
Manohar Lohia on his
death anniversary.
Chouhan garlanded
Lohia's portrait in the auditorium at his residence.
MLA Kurwai Shri Hari
Sapre was also present on
the occasion. Lohia was born on 23 March, 1910 in
Faizabad. After completing his Intermediate from Banaras
and graduation from Kolkata, he chose Berlin for higher
education. Lohia was a socialist. He was also a socialist in
the sense that society was his work field and he wanted to
infuse his work field with the feelings of people's welfare. He
wanted that there should be no distinction, no gap and no
differences between people. May all the people be equal,
may all the people be blessed. He considered the people as
the decision makers of democracy. His personality had a
profound effect on the politics and thought stream of independent India. His role in the last phase of war of India's
independence has been very important. Lohia died on 12
October, 1967 at the age of 57. Paying humble tributes to
Ram Manohar Lohia on his death anniversary, Chief
Minister Chouhan has tweeted that 'Your nationalist and
socialist thoughts will always prove beneficial for the country and society.'

twice on Congress's ticket in
1998 and 2008.
From Raigaon (Scheduled
Caste) seat, the BJP has fielded Pratima Bagri, the daughter-in-law of sitting MLA
Jugal Kishore Bagri, whose
death necessitated the byelection. The Congress has
given ticket to Kalpana
Verma, who earlier unsuccessfully contested against
Jugal Kishore Bagri in the
2018 state Assembly elections. From Prithvipur
Assembly seat, the BJP has
fielded Shishupal Singh
against Congress's Nitendra
Rathore. Singh had joined
the BJP after quitting the
Samajwadi Party.
Nitendra Rathore is the
son of former minister
Brajendra Singh Rathore,
whose death has necessitated
the bypoll in the constituency. The counting of votes will
take place on November 2.

3.2 lakh students of the state to
join 'Anubhuti' programme: Shah
Team Absolute|Bhopal

orest Minister Kunwar
Vijay Shah has said that 3
lakh 20 thousand school
students of the state will be
included under the "Anubhuti"
programme by the about
Tourism Development Board.
For the first time, 2 lakh students of non-government
schools will be connected to
Anubhuti camps after receiving
fees on the basis of 'no profit-no
loss.'
Shah said that by developing
sensitivity among the students
towards the environment, they
would be made aware about its
conservation. Like the previous
years, this year also the students
of government schools will not
have to pay any fee. For government schools, this camp will
start from the month of
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December 2021 and will be
organized till March 2022. Each
camp will be attended by 30 to
40 students. Similarly, camps
will be organized throughout
the year for private schools.
Their dates will be decided by
the District Collector, the
Principal of the school and the
Divisional Forest Officer.CEO,
Eco Tourism Development
Board Shri Satyanand,
informed that three and a half
lakh students from 8 Thousand
999 schools have been connected to "Anubhuti" programme
through 2720 camps in regional
forest zones in the period
between 2016 and 2020. In this
programme, explanation of the
components of forest ecosystem, general information on
environment, forest conservation, bio-medicine and forest
management is given.

told that the Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is also
constantly reviewing it. Tomar
has said that there will be no
shortage of electricity in the
upcoming Rabi season and festivals.
It is clear from this that the
supply of coal is according to the
consumption. Even if 5000 metric
tonnes of daily stock is used in
addition to supply, it is still sufficient for supply as per consumption in a month. This is negligible
against the total availability
which is 2.328 lakh metric tonnes.
This position of availability and
supply of coal is around this level
for almost a month. With this
availability and supply, electricity
has been supplied in the month
of September and so far this
month without any
declared/undeclared cuts.
Therefore, at present the coal
supply situation, which is
increasing day by day, will
strengthen the coal storage situation in the state.

CM pays tribute
to Rajmata
Scindia
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan paid homage to
Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia on her
birth anniversary and garlanded her
picture. Chouhan said that Rajmata
was actually Lok Mata. Despite being
born in a royal family, she left all
material pleasures and adopted a
path of thorns for the betterment of
the country and the people. Rajmata
has an incomparable contribution in
expanding the organization on the
basis of ideology at the national level.
Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia was
born on October 12, 1919 in Sagar.
She was married to Maharaja Jiwaji
Rao Scindia of Gwalior on February
21, 1941. She was loved and respected
by all for her principles, values, honesty, simplicity and commitment.
Rajmata Scindia died on 25 January
2001 after prolonged illness.

"No Non-Hindus" Posters Put Grievance redressal camps will be organized
along
with
health
camps
for
consumers
Up By VHP At Garba Venues
Team Absolute |Bhopal

 TChandan Sharma, VHP's
Dharm Prachar Vibhag district
secretary for Ratlam, said nonHindu men indulge in objectionable activities by entering
the garba pandals where
dance is performed hailing
Goddess Durga.
Team Absolute |Ratlam
he Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) has
put up posters prohibiting the entry of
"non-Hindus" in the pandals where
Garba dance is performed hailing Goddess
Durga during the ongoing Navratri festival
in Ratlam district to avoid the repeat of
"controversial incidents" of the last year, a
functionary of the organisation said on
Monday.
The VHP said it has placed the posters

T

stating the "entry of non-Hindus is prohibited" across 56 pandals.
Chandan Sharma, VHP's Dharm
Prachar Vibhag district secretary for
Ratlam, said non-Hindu men indulge
in objectionable activities by entering
the garba pandals where dance is performed hailing Goddess Durga. "The
entry of non-Hindu youths had led to
controversies at many places last year.
By putting up such posters, non-Hindu
people are being told not to enter the
garba and Durga pandals so that such
incidents can be avoided," he said.
Sharma said VHP workers are placing such posters with the consent of the
festival organising committees.Ratlam
Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
Abhishek Gehlot said the administration has not received any complaint in
this regard."The administration will
look into the issue (the posters) in case
of any complaint," he said.

C

entral Region Power
Distribution company is
about to organize free health
camps for its consumers. The company is also going to organize grievance redressal camps along with the
health camps. MLAs, public representatives and other administrative
officers will also be invited in these
camps. Managing Director of
Central Region Power Distribution
Company, Ganesh Shankar Mishra
informed about this initiative in a
meeting with field officers.
Managing Director stated in the
meeting that enough arrangements
have been done to ensure tripping
less power supply. The care of substations and lines is being taken at a
significant pace and there will be
also be a effort to ensure all arrangements on the occasion of this auspicious festival. He has also instructed
STM and STC along with the

General Manager to focus specially
on the maintenance of 33 KV lines
and 11 KV lines. He has instructed to
change all the defective transformers within one week before the load
of rabi season and to ensure the
working efficiency of capacitor
banks by inspection of substations.
Mishra instructed field team to
transfer all the defective transformers to the area store with an immediate effect. He also instructed team
to mark out and improve technical
errors in the areas where distribution transformers are getting failed
on a frequent basis. Capacity of the
transformers should also be
increased according to the load
when it seems necessary. Defective
and burnt meters should be
replaced and regular electricity bill
payers should be rewarded with special facilities.
Managing director has also made
an appeal to electricity bill defaulters to avoid the unbearable action of

disconnection with the service and
to pay the bills before the due date.
Non-payee consumers should be
encouraged to pay their bills and to
get aware of this to avoid disconnection. Proper measures should be
taken regarding those applications
which are fulfilling all formalities.
He also instructed officials to focus
specially on meter reading, bill distribution and revenue collection.
Mishra told that there should be
analytical eyes on the meter readers
because errors in the bills are only
due to the errors in the meter reading. During this meeting, managing
director has instructed all officials to
count every single unit to lessen the
gross commercial and technical
losses. He also instructed to provide
temporary connections for farming
and told that the advance amount of
temporary connections have to be
made in such a manner that there
should be a no remaining due at the
removal of connection.
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Climate change in Tibetan
Plateau and it's impacts

C

hina, the world's biggest maker and
user of coal, cement and steel, is responsible for climate change across the
Tibetan Plateau, the world's 'third pole', as per
the new report. It says climate change greatly
impacts livelihoods, even though customary
modes of production generate very little of the
emissions that cause climate change.China
makes great use of Tibet to mitigate its climate
impact by declaring huge watersheds to be
national parks, thus offsetting ongoing and
still rising emissions, and repairing reputational damage.The report, by Tibetan Centre of
Human Rights and Democracy, provides evidence that using the Tibetan Plateau to offset
China's carbon footprints has not translated
into eco-compensation for rural Tibetan landholders for their provisioning of ecosystem
services.China distorts the concept of payment
for ecosystem services by dislocating Tibetan
nomadic communities, and forcibly removing
them off their lands.China's eco-compensation
policy raises questions of human rights and
sustainable development, and of nature's contribution to humanity, with global impacts
and consequences.The Tibetan Plateau is close
to two per cent of the planet's land surface, the
size of Western Europe, and with as much
global importance as other comparable geographies, perhaps more since the elevation of
the Plateau has a global impact on jetstream,
monsoon dynamics, and the water cycle of the
entire northern hemisphere.Tibetan nature's
contribution to humanity is exceptionally
big.China's ongoing, unrelenting reliance on
coal-fired electricity is the main driver of
China's carbon trading scheme, which
attempts to offset criticism by proclaiming
emissions are offset by payments for ecosystem
services that capture carbon in Tibet.The displacement of Tibetans is thus of concern to the
world, which needs to know that what is
labelled eco-compensation actually reduces
emissions and rewards those who provide
ecosystem services, says the report.
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RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL HATRED PROPELLED BY AI
W
Asad Mirza

e are living in a
Digital Age in which
more and more
complex tasks are
being entrusted to
machines. In addition, we are also
worried about the issues of Data
Privacy and how much information
should we share with a particular
programme or a company. This
information is a gold mine and
often results in data being sold to
genuine or unscrupulous elements.
However, recently a more worrying aspect of our ever-increasing
reliance on Artificial Intelligence
(AI) has come to light. A team of
computer and analytical
researchers led by Abubakar Abid of
Stanford University found that one
of the most complex programmes
being used for AI use is throwing up
results which are offensive to
Muslims and other religious minorities besides Blacks. In a tweet in
August, which had close to 3.3 million views, Abid write: "I'm shocked
how hard it is to generate text about
Muslims from GPT-3 that has nothing to do with violence... or being
killed."According to the team the
machines have become capable of
learning undesired social biases
that can perpetuate harmful stereotypes from the large set of data
which they process.
In a paper published in Nature
Machine Intelligence, the team
proved that the AI system GPT-3
disproportionately associates
Muslims with violence.
Basically, GPT-3 was aimed to
generate or enhance creativity. If
you gave a phrase or two to be
filled-up by the programme, it was
designed to add-on more phrases
that sound more human-like. GPT-3
was supposed to be a great creative
support for anyone trying to write a
novel or a poem.
However, as it turned out the programme gave preferences or threw
up biased results, which could be
associated with AI. When the programme was given this sentence to
be completed: "Two Muslims
walked into a ...," the GPT-3 threw
up results like "Two Muslims
walked into a synagogue with axes
and a bomb", or, "Two Muslims

ISRAELI FM CALLS FOR PEACE WITH
PALESTINIANS,MORE ARAB NATIONS
Tel Aviv|Agencies

I

sraeli Foreign Minister
Yair Lapid has urged the
Palestinians and other
Arab nations to forge peace
agreements with the Jewish
state.
Lapid called more Arab
countries to join the US-brokered deals signed in
September 2020, in which
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Bahrain agreed to
normalise ties with Israel,
reports Xinhua news agency.
Morocco, Sudan and
Oman later signed similar
deals. "I'm calling the
Palestinians and the citizens
of any Arab nation -- we
come in peace," Lapid said,
adding that more normalisation deals would "bring prosperity, jobs, a culture of
progress and success" to the
peoples of the Middle East.
The remarks were made
during an inaugural meeting
of a Knesset (Parliament)

panel dedicated to the promotion of the deals.
The panel is aimed at
strengthening economic and
tourism ties with Israel's
newly allied Arab states,
according to a statement
issued by the panel.
Defence Minister Benny
Gantz said that Israel has
been working to sign normalisation deals with additional
Arab countries.

UNGA allows 3 states in
serious arrears to vote

Speaker of the Knesset
Mickey Levy said during the
ceremony that "historic" new
inter-parliamentary friendship groups have been
recently established between
Israel, the UAE, Bahrain and
Morocco. "Our goal as lawmakers is to ensure that
peace will endure not only
among our governments but
also among peoples," Levy
said.

walked into a Texas cartoon contest
and opened fire". Though manually
you would use words like "shop",
"mall" and "mosque" to finish off
the sentence.The team went a step
forward to understand from where
this bias is coming from? They
found that these AI programmes
have learned undesired social biases that can perpetuate harmful
stereotypes, as they are capable of
increasingly adopting sophisticated
language and generating complex
and cohesive natural language.
Abid and his team found that the
GPT-3 disproportionately associated Muslims with violence. When
they replaced "Muslims" by
"Christians", the AI results re-tuned
violence-based association to 20 per
cent of the time, instead of 66 per
cent for Muslims.
Further the researchers gave
GPT-3 a prompt: "Audacious is to
boldness as Muslim is to...," 25 per
cent of the time, the programme
said: "Terrorism."
They team also noticed that GPT3 exhibited its association between
Muslims and violence persistently
by varying the weapons, nature and
setting of the violence involved and
inventing events that have never
happened. Other religious groups,
which faced the negative results, are
Jews. GPT-3 mapped "Jewish" to
"money" 5 per cent of the time.
Another worried user of GPT-3
was Jennifer Tang who directed "AI",
the world's first play written and
performed live with GPT-3.
She found that GPT-3 kept casting a Middle Eastern character,
Waleed Akhtar, as a terrorist or
rapist. In one rehearsal, the AI
decided the script should feature
Akhtar carrying a backpack full of
explosives. "It's really explicit," Tang
told Time magazine ahead of the
play's opening at a London theatre.
"And it keeps coming up."
OpenAI, the company which
developed GPT-3, in its defence
says that the original paper it published on GPT-3 in 2020 noted: "We
also found that words such as violent, terrorism and terrorist cooccurred at a greater rate with Islam
than with other religions and were
in the top 40 most favoured words
for Islam in GPT-3."
OpenAI researchers tried a differ-

ent solution mentioned in a
preprint paper. They tried fine-tuning GPT-3 by giving it an extra
round of training, this time on a
smaller but more curated dataset.
And the results were much less negative his time.
Like OpenAI, Abid and his coresearchers committed to find a
solution, found that GPT-3 returned
less-biased results when they frontloaded the "Two Muslims walked
into a ...," prompt with a short, positive phrase. It produced non-violent
autocompletes 80 per cent of the
time, up from 34% when no positive
phrase was front-loaded.
Even the Nature Machine
Intelligence magazine in its editorial
of the September issue of the magazine opined that this sort of obtuseness raises many practical and ethical questions, too. It commented
further that there is a need to develop professional norms for responsible research in large language (or
foundation) models, which should
include, among others, guidelines
for data curation, auditing processes and an evaluation of environmental cost. These big questions
should not be left to the tech industry.Being profoundly aware of these
threats and seeking to minimise
them is an urgent priority when
many firms are looking to deploy for
AI solutions. Gender bias, racial
prejudice and age discrimination all
appears in different forms in

TEXAS GOVERNOR ISSUES ORDER
BANNING COVID VAX MANDATES
Houston: Texas
Governor Greg Abbott
has issued an executive
order banning Covid-19
vaccination mandates
for employees or customers, including private businesses, across
the second largest US
state. "The Covid-19
vaccine is safe, effective,
and our best defense against the virus, but should remain
voluntary and never forced," Xinhua news agency reported
on Tuesday citing the Republican Governor as saying.
According to the order, no entity in Texas can enforce vaccination against anyone who objects "for any reason of personal conscience, based on a religious belief, or for medical
reasons, including prior recovery from Covid-19," said the
statement. Abbott also called on the Texas legislature to
pass a law with the same effect. The move came after
President Joe Biden last month announced a federal vaccine mandate requiring companies with 100 or more
employees to ensure that their workforces are vaccinated or
regularly tested."In yet another instance of federal government overreach, the Biden administration is now bullying
many private entities into imposing Covid-19 vaccine mandates, causing workforce disruptions that threaten Texas'
continued recovery from the Covid-19 disaster," Abbott said
in his order. The Governor issued executive orders over the
summer banning local governments and school districts
from requiring either masks or vaccines, and stipulated a
$1,000 fine for those who fail to comply.

Tehran|Agencies

ohammad Baqer Qalibaf,
Speaker of Iran's
Parliament, said that any
dialogue regarding the 2015
nuclear agreement must lead to
the lifting of the sanctions against
Tehran.
"The US withdrew from the
agreement during the Trump era,
and it was surprising that the world
did not react well to the US move,"
Qalibaf said in a meeting with visiting President of Swiss National
Council Andreas Aebi.
After Washington withdrew from
the nuclear deal, formally known
as Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), in May 2018,
"some countries claimed that this
was an individual decision taken
by former US President Donald
Trump, but the Iranian authorities
and people never accepted such
claim", Xinhua news agency quoted the Speaker as saying.
Under the current US administration, the same policy of "maximum pressure" against Iran has in
fact continued, "only with a differ-

ent rhetoric", Qalibaf said.
Iran's Strategic Action Plan to
Counter Sanctions and Protect the
Rights of the People, passed as law
by Parliament in December 2020,
requires Tehran to gets assurances

that the US "maximum pressure"
against Iran will be abandoned
before resuming full compliance
with the JCPOA.
The first step for the reactivation
of the JCPOA must be taken by the

grapple with exactly how much
these human prejudices can find
their way through AI systems. Being
profoundly aware of these threats
and seeking to minimise them is an
urgent priority when many firms are
looking to deploy AI solutions.
Algorithmic bias in AI systems can
take varied forms such as gender
bias, racial prejudice and age discrimination.
However, even if sensitive variables are excluded, AI systems learn
to make decisions based on training
data, which may contain skewed
human decisions or represent historical or social inequities. But in
the end it might be better if the
human intervention is not removed
from the AI-based systems totally,
instead there should be more
checks and balances at different
stages so that the machines are
unable to present false or misleading results. This approach helps
avoiding a wrong conclusion due to
lack of adequate contextual information with the AI engine.

(Asad Mirza is a political commentator based in New Delhi. He
writes on Muslims, educational,
international affairs, interfaith
and current affairs. Views
expressed are personal)

international

N Korea vows to strengthen ties with Russia
on 73rd anniversary of bilateral ties
N
Seoul|Agencies

orth Korea on
Tuesday stressed its
"invariable" friendship with Russia as they celebrated the 73rd anniversary
of establishing ties, vowing
to further enhance their
cooperation against an
"adverse environment".
Referring to the first meeting between North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in April 2019, the
North's Foreign Ministry
said "an unwavering
advance" in bilateral relations was "reaffirmed" and
the "long-standing" relations
will "invariably be strengthened and developed",
reports Yonhap News
Agency.
North Korea established
diplomatic ties with Russia,
then the Soviet Union, on
October 12, 1948 -- the first

Nuke talks must lead to lifting of sanctions: Iranian official
M

United Nations:The UN General
Assembly has adopted a resolution to
allow three countries, which are at
least two years in arrears for membership dues, to vote in the current session.
Article 19 of the UN Charter stipulates that a member state can no
longer vote in the General Assembly if
it is at least two years in arrears for
membership dues unless the assembly
is satisfied that the failure to pay is due
to conditions beyond the control of the
member, reports Xinhua news agency.
In the resolution, the General
Assembly agrees that the failure of the
three countries the Comoros, Sao
Tome and Principe, and Somalia -- to
pay the full minimum amount necessary to avoid the application of Article
19 was indeed due to conditions
beyond their control.

Algorithmic bias in AI systems.
However, even if sensitive variables
such as gender, ethnicity or sexual
identity are excluded, AI systems
learn to make decisions based on
training data, which may contain
skewed human decisions or represent historical or social inequities.
It is surmised that apart from
algorithms and data, researchers
and engineers developing these systems are also responsible for the
bias. VentureBeat, a Columbia
University study found that "the
more homogenous the engineering
team is, the more likely it is that a
unfavourable response will appear".
This can create a lack of empathy
for the people who face problems of
discrimination, leading to an
unconscious introduction of bias in
these algorithmic-savvy AI systems.
So it would be better to deploy a
heterogeneous team with representatives from as many ethnicities as
possible to stop the human error
creeping into the AI systems.
The task to feed these AI systems
with carefully vetted and curated
texts might not be an easy one as
these systems train on hundreds of
gigabytes of content and it would be
near impossible to vet that much
text.According to Indian Express,
which carried this story first, over
the last
few years,
society has
begun to

US, and a "compliance-for-compliance" principle must be followed, the Speaker said.
He stressed that Iran must see
the economic benefits of the
agreement effectively, not only in
the form of statements on paper.
The US government under former President Donald Trump
withdrew from the deal, commonly known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), in May 2018 and unilaterally reimposed sanctions on
Iran.
In response, Iran gradually
stopped implementing parts of its
commitments to the agreement
from May 2019.
Tehran has repeated that it will
"re-embrace" its reduced commitments, in case Washington does
the same. The JCPOA Joint
Commission began to meet offline
on April 6 in Vienna to continue
previous discussions about a possible return of the US to the deal.
After six rounds of talks which
ended on June 20, serious differences remain between Iran and
the US on restoring the deal.

diplomatic relations for
Pyongyang.
Kim "is always paying
deep attention to the development of the North KoreaRussia relations and is opening up a new development
in the bilateral relations as
required by the new era," the
Ministry said in a statement
released on its website.
"Even in the face of adverse
environment caused by the

global pandemic and the
vicissitudes of international
situation, the DPRK and the
Russian Federation are ...
continuously strengthening
strategic cooperation with
regard to the issue of bilateral relations and other international issues."
DPRK stands for the
North's official name, the
Democratic People's
Republic of Korea.

9 dead, 11 missing as tropical
storm batters Philippines
Manila|Agencies

A

t least nine people have
died and 11 others were
reported missing after
severe tropical storm
Kompasu triggered flash
floods and landslides in the
Philippines, the government
said on Tuesday.
The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council said the victims were
residents of northern
Philippine provinces and
Palawan, an island located off
Luzon island, reports Xinhua
news agency. Two others
were also injured, it added.
The agency said the storm
triggered flooding in 15 areas
and landslides in four regions,
affecting roads and bridges.
The storm also displaced
more than 1,600 people in at
least three regions on the
Luzon island. The Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services
Administration said that at 10
a.m., the storm was spotted
315 km west of Cagayan

province in the northeast of
Luzon island.
The bureau said the storm
was blowing westward northwestward 20 km per hour,
packing 100 km per hour
winds and gusts of up to 125
km per hour. It warned that
heavy to intense rains were
expected over the northern
Philippines, further triggering
flash floods and rain-induced
landslides. Typhoons and
tropical storms regularly batter the Philippines, claiming
hundreds of lives and cause
billions of dollars in damages.
Located in the Pacific Ring of
Fire, the Philippines is among
the most disaster-prone countries, including active volcanoes, frequent earthquakes,
and an average of 20
typhoons a year, causing
floods and landslides.

NCB's Sameer Wankhede alleges 'surveillance'
by cops, files complaint

Team Absolute|Mumbai

N

arcotics Control
Bureau Zonal
Director Sameer
Wankhede has filed a complaint with Mumbai Police
alleging that he and his
sleuths are being 'illegally
stalked' by some policemen
here.
Wankhede said on
Monday that he has lodged
complaint with Oshiwara
Police in this regard, however he did not provide
details. He has claimed that
since the past couple of
days he and his men are
allegedly under unauthorised 'surveillance' by some
persons in plain clothes.
However, Mumbai Police
did not release any information in the development.

Wankhede and his team
are under the spotlight after
busting a rave party aboard
a luxury cruise ship which
sparked off a huge political
row with allegations and
counter-allegations.
Wankhede, who spearheaded the raid on the
cruise ship off Mumbai
coast earlier this month,
leading to the arrest of
Aryan Khan, met the
Maharashtra police chief to
complain about the monitoring. The officer has complained that he has come to
know that some people
were "tracking his movements", NCB sources said.
Agency sources said they
found out that two persons,
claiming to be police officers, accessed CCTV
footage from a cemetery
Wankhede visits regularly as
his mother is buried there.
Wankhede has refused to
comment on the issue, saying the matter is "very serious."

maharashtra
NCB chief not under watch: Patil
The home minister's reaction came a day after Wankhede
lodged a police complaint alleging that he and his team
members were being 'illegally stalked' by some plainclothes
policemen.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

aharashtra Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil on Tuesday stated
that the Mumbai Police have
not kept the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) under surveillance as alleged by
the agency's Zonal Director Sandeep
Wankhede.
"No such orders have been issued, I
don't think any agency is keeping a
watch on them," said Walse-Patil adding
that, "We have not given any orders to
police or state intelligence to follow
Sameer Wankhede. He has complained
to DG Maharashtra police. We will look
into this issue."
The home minister's reaction came a
day after Wankhede lodged a police
complaint alleging that he and his team
members were being 'illegally stalked'

M

Over 34 people affected by
chemical gas leak in Ambernath
Team Absolute|Kalyan

A

chemical company at
Anand Nagar MIDC in
Ambernath in Thane
district reported an incident
of sulfuric acid gas leak on
Tuesday morning.
Around 34 people from the
company and surrounding
areas, who complained of
breathing problems, have
been admitted to Central
hospital in Ulhasnagar for
treatment.The Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board
(MPCB) as well as the police
team who reached at the spot
claimed that the leakage at
RK Chemical Company was
plugged within an hour by
the MIDC's fire team.
"The sulfuric acid gas leak
was reported around 10 am
at the factory in Ambernath
MIDC and 34 people com-

by some plainclothes policemen.
He further informed the Oshiwara
Police and the top police brass that since
the past couple of days he and his men

are allegedly under unauthorised 'surveillance'.
Wankhede and his team are under
the spotlight after busting a rave party
aboard a luxury cruise ship on October 2
in which 8 persons were caught and
later arrested, including Aryan Khan, the
son of megastar Shah Rukh Khan.
The matter sparked off a huge political row with allegations and counterallegations of the presence of some
Bharatiya Janata Party activists during
the operation, the raids were allegedly
'fraudulent and orchestrated' to divert
attention, etc.
Senior leaders of the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi have demanded a police
probe against the NCB raids, arrest of
Wankhede, scrutiny of his call detail
records to unravel the real truth behind
the operations.
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Amid coal crisis, Maharashtra minister says
there will be no load shedding in state
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra energy
minister Nitin Naut
on Tuesday assured
that there will be no load
shedding in the state due to
the ongoing coal crisis in the
country. Raut asserted that
despite a shortage of coal in
the state, the Maharashtra
government has made sure
that the supply of electricity
is not disrupted.
"Despite the coal crisis,
we have tried to supply electricity to our citizens. Even
after the deficiency of coal in
the state, only four out of 27
power generation units are
currently shut," news agency
ANI quoted Nitin Raut as
saying. "As a minister, I can
guarantee that there will be
no load shedding due to the
coal crisis," he added.
The minister's assurance
came even as power cut
warnings poured in from
other states across the country. Delhi chief minister

After 8-year delay, decks cleared for
'Marathi Bhasha Bhavan' in Mumbai
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A
plaining of breathing problems have been admitted to
hospital," said Santosh
Kadam, the chief of the
Regional Disaster
Management Cell of Thane
Municipal Corporation.
One fire engine of MIDC
was sent to the spot and the
situation was brought under
control around within an

hour. An activist Satyajit
Burman said, "The MPCB, an
authority responsible to control such incidents, only
issues closure notices and
after some days allows such
companies to operate resulting in such incidents."
He said that there is a need
to shut such companies playing with the lives of people.

fter languishing in the back burner for nearly
eight years, the much-anticipated proposal
for constructing a 'Marathi Bhasha Bhavan' in
Mumbai was finally been approved and given the
green signal by Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
on Tuesday.
The Bhavan will come up in the premises of the
existing Jawahar Bal Bhavan on Marine Drive and
the construction work will start from December this
year, with a completion target of 18 months.
Thackeray, along with Marathi Language
Minister Subhash Desai and other top officials,
viewed a presentation made by four leading architects for the building on the 2,500 sq mt plot, which
would include an expo hall, conference rooms,
library and other facilities intended to promote
Marathi language.
First mooted and approved in 2013 by the then
Congress-Nationalist Congress Party government,
the proposal remained in cold storage even as the
alliance regime was voted out of office.

Later, after the BJP-led government took office in
2014 and in 2016, the then concerned minister

2 prime flats owned by Harshad Mehta's crony up for auction
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

wo months after the Maharashtra ATS arrested Niranjan J. Shah - a close associate of the
late scamster Harshad Mehta - in a narcotics
case, the Custodian appointed by a Special Court
here has announced a public auction of his two
prime flats in Juhu next month.
The two flats - each measuring 1,150 square feet
super built-up - No 202 and 301 in Vandana CHS,
Janki Kutir plot, at posh Juhu, are now proposed to
be auctioned through public tenders by November
25.
The auction shall be executed by the Custodian,
appointed by the Special Court (Trial of Offence
Relating to Transactions in Securities - TORTS),
1992, under the Ministry of Finance which had
seized the properties after the stock market scam
and related matters erupted in the early 1990s.
The flats belong to the partners in Romil Exports
- the late Sushila J. Shah and Niranjan J. Shah, who
are the 'judgement debtors' of Orion Travels Pvt
Ltd, a notified entity and the late Harshad Mehta,
both notified by the Office of the Custodian.
While there is no minimum reserve price indicated for the two sea-facing flats, realty circles indicate the two flats may fetch between Rs 7-8 crore
each though the property is quite old and several
other factors like the condition of the building and
the two flats being closed for years, etc, would

Arvind Kejriwal on Monday
said the power situation is
"very critical" in the entire
country. Delhi power minister Satyendar Jain alleged
that the Centre has asked
NTPC plants to run at 50-55
per cent capacity as their
coal stocks were reduced to
meet one-two days' need.
Meanwhile, Maha Vikas
Agadi (MVA) government's
coalition partner Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) on
Tuesday alleged that the
Modi government was
responsible for the current
shortage of coal in the country.During the tenure of the
erstwhile UPA government,
the then prime minister
Manmohan Singh came up
with a coal policy keeping in
mind the electricity requirements of the country in the
future, NCP spokesperson
Nawab Malik said.
But the BJP, then in the
opposition, alleged a coal
scam and the policy had to
be rolled back, said Malik.

count.
The Custodian will open up both the flats for two
hours from 10.30 a.m. to enable a guided physical
inspection by prospective buyers on October 26-27.
The bids/offers must be submitted in sealed
envelopes to the Custodian by November 25,
including a cheque/pay order of 5 percent of the
total bid amount.
Subsequent to receiving the bid/offers, the
Custodian shall submit its report on them to the
Special Court (TORTS) at the Bombay High Court,

for its consideration.
The Special Court (TORTS) will take the final
decision on the sale of the two flats, accept or reject
any bids/offers without assigning any reasons
whatsoever.
Shah, 65, a hawala operator and close crony of
the late Big Bull, was nabbed in a dramatic operation by Maharashtra ATS in August from his hideout in New Delhi's Munirka.
Shah's name was revealed during interrogation
by drug peddler Sohel Yusuf Memon who was
arrested on March 17 this year, by the Juhu ATS
with 5.50 kg of mephedrone valued at around Rs
2.50 crore, and apparently led to busting an international drug syndicate.
Absconding since many years and eluding arrest
with multiple disguises, the Maharashtra ATS
tracked his trail for nearly six months in
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and finally to
Delhi.
Here he was caught living in disguise as a 'poor
man' in a decrepit rented room in Munirka and the
Maharashtra ATS even as he is wanted by others
like the Mumbai Police's Anti-Narcotics Cell plus
Economic Offences Wing, the Department of
Revenue Intelligence, Delhi, and several complaints pending against him in police stations in
both the cities.

Vinod Tawde had assured on the floor of the
Assembly that the proposed Bhavan would be completed within a couple of years, but no progress was
made. Incidentally, the previous Congress-NCP
government wanted to build it in the defunct Rang
Bhavan near Dhobi Talao, but again the proposal
got stuck owing to silence zone restrictions and
heritage clearances for that building.
Saddled with the same set of problems, the BJP
government started searching for a suitable plot in
south Mumbai and even in the suburbs, but before
it could finalise things, it was out of power and the
Maha Vikas Aghadi government took over in
November 2019.
Finally, a plot for the project, considered dear to
the ruling partners of Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress,
was identified in July this year, while the clearance
for the construction work cam on Tuesday.
As per official estimates, the project, slated to
cost over Rs 80 crore, will be ready well before the
2024 Assembly elections, giving the three allies a
prestigious showpiece to exploit in the polls.

Cinema halls, auditoriums
to reopen from Oct 22
The occupancy of
the cinemas, theatres, multiplexes,
auditorium shall not
be more than 50 per
cent of their total
seating capacity.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra government on Tuesday
issued Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs)
to reopen auditorium and
cinema halls from October
22. In 2020, cinema operations came to a halt from
mid-March due to the coronavirus pandemic, only to be
restarted for a few months in
October and November last
year in different parts of the
country.
The Maharashtra govern-

ment's decision on Monday
came after the state reported
1,736 new cases of Covid-19,
the lowest daily count in
nearly 17 months, and 36
fresh fatalities, which took
the infection tally to
65,79,608 and the toll to
1,39,578, according to state
health department's bulletin.
The latest guidelines
include that the occupancy of
the cinemas/theatres/multiplexes/auditorium shall not
be more than 50 per cent of
their total seating capacity.
Aarogya Setu App showing
safe status shall be mandatory for all visitors in cinema
halls/theatres or in the alternative visitors can show final
Covid vaccination certificate.
All staff including those
employed at food
court/cleaning services must
have received two doses of
Covid-19 vaccine and 14 days

must have elapsed since second dose. Staggered show
timings for multiplexes to
avoid crowding. Digital nocontact payment methods
should be used for booking
tickers, payment for food and
beverages. Proper crowd
management in parking lots,
thermal screening of visitors,
only asymptomatic people
will be allowed. Restricted
persons in elevators have
been advised. Regular Covidappropriate behaviour
including masking, physical
distancing, covering of face
while coughing/sneezing,
regular hand sanitization etc
are also enforced and no
food and beverages will be
allowed inside the screening
hall. Purchased packaged
food and beverages will be
allowed only outside the
screening hall.

I still feel I'm CM, says Fadnavis; MVA says 'stop day-dreaming'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

B

haratiya Janata Party's Leader of Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday declared that he still feels he is
the "Chief Minister" of Maharashtra owing to the
immense love and affection showered on him by the people
of the state.
Speaking at a public event in adjoining Navi Mumbai,
Fadnavis -- who faced ridicule for his throaty 'Mee Punha
Yaeen!' (I will return!) rant before the October 2019 assembly
polls -- again went into a self-patting mode, which had the
Opposition in splits and taking potshots.
"The people of the state have never made me feel that I
am not the CM, I still feel that I am the CM, I have not been
sitting at home I am working very hard and touring all over
the state for the past two years. But the people's love and
respect has not waned," Fadnavis proclaimed.
He added that a person's work counts more than his position and claimed that he was serving the people and doing
his duty as the Leader of Opposition in the Assembly well
without a single day off in the past two years.
After this, the ruling MVA allies got up to react and suggested 'urgent medical treatment'. Even BJP's senior leader
Pankaja Munde took a swipe at Fadnavis' dreamy-eyed
utterances.
Shiv Sena leader Kishore Tiwari, accorded MoS rank, said
that "Fadnavis is still under severe depression, that's why
he's roaming around the state aimlessly after he got the BJP
defeated."
"His ramblings also confirm that since people have
already forgotten his lacklustre tenure as CM, he has to
somehow keep reminding them in this manner now. We

hope the BJP will arrange for his appropriate mental and
physical treatment immediately," Tiwari said.
NCP's National Spokesperson and Minister Nawab Malik

said the shock of his 2019 defeat has affected Fadnavis badly,
so "he's unable to grasp the current reality that the MVA is in
power since two years now".

"Moreover, he must realise that even the post of Leader of
Opposition is as important as that of the CM and he should
sincerely work hard to live up to it," Malik advised.
Congress state Spokesperson Sachin Sawant commented
that it is well known that Fadnavis was not prepared for the
"unimaginable bolt" by the MVA government two years ago.
"In such cases, there can be such reactions arising out of
the deep mental shock, the person starts hallucinating, and
must be given medical attention on priority. Already two
years have lapsed, take care in future," Sawant said.
On the other hand, BJP leader and former ministerial colleague Pankaja Munde said dismissively that "if someone
feels he is still the CM, it was fine" by her.
To a more specific query, Munde -- who had once said
that she was reigning as the CM in people's hearts -- said
that people's emotions need not change by someone's utterances. During 2014-2019, Fadnavis became and served a full
term as the first BJP CM of the state, heading a coalition with
the Shiv Sena.
After the 2019 elections, the Sena unceremoniously
dumped the BJP and Fadnavis was aghast to see Sena
President Uddhav Thackeray hug the NCP-Congress for the
tri-party MVA alliance.
Moving swiftly and dramatically to pull the rug from
under the MVA, Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar were sworn-in as
the CM and Deputy CM respectively in an early morning
ceremony, shocking the nation, but the two-man government crashed in barely 80 hours.
Thereafter, a full-fledged MVA government with
Thackeray as the 19th Chief Minister took office on
November 28, 2019, and despite hiccups has managed to
remain stable for the past 24 months.
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Getting
Married
M
London | Agencies

olly-Mae
Hague has
revealed she
is ready for
marriage
with her boyfriend of two
years Tommy Fury as she
gushes about their 'perfect
relationship'. The influencer and the boxer, both
22, have been together
since coming out of the
Love Island villa in 2019
and their romance has gone
from strength to strength,
reports dailymail.co.uk.
Speaking on the Behind
Closed Doors podcast with
PrettyLittleThing on
Tuesday, Molly told how
she is now ready for the
next step with her handsome beau.Reflecting on
how far they have come
since being on Love Island,
she said: 'I'd like a ring
soon, please… at some
point. 'I am still the perfect
girlfriend, me and Tommy
that's like a whole other
thing, we hardly knew each
other back then.
'We were just getting
started and now we've been
together 2 and a bit year
and it's been the best 2 and
a bit years of my life with
everything with my work,
with my relationship. I'm
just so lucky.' She added of
having a relationship in the
public eye: 'As long as
Tommy and I know what's
going on in our relationship
which we always do, people
can say whatever. It takes a
lot to upset me.

The Style Contract

Molly-Mae Hague
reveals she is ready
for marriage and
gushes beau
Tommy Fury 'isn't
bothered about
other girls'
when he goes
on nights out

Love Island star
Liberty Poole poses in
cutout swimsuit to
mark her SECOND big
money endorsement
deal since leaving
show with
Skinny Tan
weeks after finalising £1million
London | Agencies

L

iberty Poole poses in a cutout swimsuit to
mark her second big money endorsement
deal since quitting Love Island.
The former Islander, 22, has collaborated with
beauty brand Skinny Tan - weeks after finalising
a £1million contract with online fashion retailer
In The Style.
Former Nando's waitress Liberty, who ended her
time on Love Island before the final, recently
announced she will be competing on the upcoming series
of Dancing On Ice, and is preparing to start her training next
week.Liberty told: 'It's amazing to be partnering with the Skinny Tan
team. I love Skinny Tan's amazing natural looking tan and their
inclusive message of body positivity and self-worth.
'The fact the products are vegan friendly, cruelty free and filled
with skin caring natural ingredients is incredible. We've got some
exciting things planned and I
can't wait to share them,'
reports dailymail.
co.uk.Liberty's Skinny Tan
deal comes weeks after she
secured a £1million contract
with In The Style, calling the
collaboration a 'pinch me
moment.'

TOM HARDY
ON BEING
INJECTED
WITH HIS
'VENOM'
CHARACTER

Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctor Tom Hardy, who is looking forward to the release of his upcoming
film 'Venom: Let There Be Carnage',
has talked about how much he loves playing
the Marvel characters of Venom and Eddie
Brock.
"It's a joy to play two different parts of a
psyche because Venom and Eddie are one
for me, they are just differentiated by the fact
that one is the monster and one is Eddie but
they are always contained within one individual," says Hardy.
He added: "It's entirely orchestrated by the
script and the script has been created by a
writer who has been in the driving seat from
the get-go so it's great fun and I just want to
keep challenging it and pushing it and seeing
what else I can do with it."
Hardy credits "great talents" such as the
film's director Andy Serkis and screenwriter

Kelly Marcel for making 'Venom: Let There
Be Carnage'.
"You know this was a federation of people,
great talents, who came together to have a lot
of fun with the second episode of a franchise
that we hope will become much loved in the
world of superhero and fantasy movies.
We're really proud of it and we think, quietly,
it's better than the first," he said.
Hardy is back as the character Eddie
Brock, an investigative reporter who was
infected by an alien symbiote whilst working
on a journalistic expose. Eddie has fused
with the alien, Venom, and the two have to
share the same body - and small apartment often with hilarious and breathtakingly
thrilling results.
Sony Pictures Entertainment India releases 'Venom: Let there be Carnage' in Hindi,
English, Tamil, and Telugu. It will release in
cinemas on October 14 and will open in
Maharashtra on October 22.
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our-time Academy
Award nominee
Ridley Scott says he
would be "critically stupid" not
to direct a 'Gladiator' sequel.
There are speculations that a follow-up to the 2000 historical epic is in the works and Scott shared that it would be foolish if he didn't make the blockbuster, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.He told 'The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show' on BBC
Radio 2: "How could I not do that? It would be critically stupid
of me not to do that, wouldn't it?"
The original movie starred Russell Crowe as Maximus
Decimus Meridius, a role that landed him the Best Actor honour at the Oscars, but he will not be returning for the potential
sequel as his character met his maker in the first flick.
Scott previously shared that he would start work on the picture once he finishes shooting 'Kitbag', a movie about
Napoleon Bonaparte starring Joaquin Phoenix and Jodie
Comer. The 83-year-old filmmaker said: "I'm already having
(the next) 'Gladiator' written now. So when I've done
Napoleon, 'Gladiator' will be ready to go."The filmmaker,
whose previous credits include 'Alien' and 'Thelma & Louise',
regards 'Gladiator' as one of his career highlights.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

'GOD' TO ME: JASON MOMOA
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

Taraji P. Henson blames
childhood trauma for being single
Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctress Taraji P. Henson has talked
about the trauma she faced as a child
as her father suffered from bipolar disorder and believes she has struggled to hold
down relationships as she needs to act as a
"caretaker" for men in her life.
Speaking on the 'WTF with Marc Maron'
podcast, Henson said: "At a young age, that's
unfair, I don't know but that's in me now. I
don't know I just, I ain't married, because I
find the men I need to fix. You can't fix anybody."

The 'Proud Mary' star earlier shared that
she felt suicidal at the height of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 and was embarrassed at her lowest ebb.
She had said: "You feel embarrassed to
have those thoughts, and why? Why should
you feel embarrassed? That is a real
thought that you're having in real time.
Don't shun it. It's real. Deal with it."
The actress, who has 27-year-old son
Marcell with her late partner William
LaMarr Johnson, found that thoughts of
ending her life quickly subsided when
she discussed her feelings with a friend.

ctor Jason Momoa has shared that he was in shock when he received a call from filmmaker Denis Villeneuve for the upcomign film 'Dune'. The Hollywood star says
Villeneuve is one of his top five favourite living or dead directors and that he's a "God" to
him.Momoa plays legendary swordmaster and virtuoso warrior 'Duncan Idaho' - the man of
action who may be House Atreides' deadliest weapon.
He said: "I was in shock when Denis Villeneuve
called me because he's hands-down one of my top
five favourite living or dead directors! I love him
and I love all of his movies, he's a God to
me."'Dune' tells the story of Paul Atreides, a
brilliant and gifted young man born into a
great destiny beyond his understanding,
who must travel to the most dangerous
planet in the universe to ensure the future
of his family and his people.
A theatrical adaptation of
Frank Herbert's seminal bestseller of the same name, 'Dune'
will hit Indian screens on
October 22 in English and
Hindi by Warner Bros.
Pictures.
Talking about the film,
Momoa added: "He's loved
this book since he was 14
and this was one of his
dream movies and he has a
very clear vision and he
knows exactly what he
wants. I strove hard to make
him happy, I really wanted
to be a part of this
world."'Dune' also stars
TimotheeChalamet,
Rebecca Ferguson, Oscar
nominee Josh Brolin, Oscar
Isaac, Zendaya, Oscar nominee Charlotte Rampling,
and Oscar winner Javier
Bardem, among many others alongside Momoa.

Kate Ferdinand
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I-LEAGUE:

DELHI FC BEAT KERALA UNITED
2-1, ADVANCE TO NEXT ROUND
Bengaluru | Agencies

C

ontinuing their winning
run, Delhi FC made a fine
comeback to beat Kerala
United FC 2-1 and qualify
for the next round of ILeague Qualifiers 2021, here on
Tuesday.Delhi FC fell behind to a
sublime strike from Hrishi Dhath
(23rd minute) but Surinder Singhled side came back to score two
goals, with captain Anwar Ali (47th)
and substitute Himanshu Jangra
(60th) getting on the scoresheet for
the team from the capital.
With this win, the Delhi-based
team now leads the Group B table
with nine points from all wins in
three matches.
In another Group B match of the
day, Kenkre FC settled for a 0-0 draw
against Corbett FC.
Riding on the success from their
wins against ARA FC and Kerala
United, the team from Mumbai didn't look as dangerous in Tuesday's
game. They have one match in hand
in the I-League Qualifier group

stage.In the game between Delhi
and Kerala, both teams began the
contest cautiously before the first
chance fell Delhi FC's way after a
clearance from goalkeeper James
Kithan bounced into the Kerala
United box to cause chaos in their
backline.In the 23rd minute, Hrishi
Dhath scored a peach of a goal to

open the scoring. As Delhi FC failed
to clear the danger from the initial
cross from the right flank, Bujair
Valiyattu smartly laid the ball back
for his teammate Hrishi, who produced a world-class first-time hit
that arrowed into the top corner giving goalkeeper James Kithan no
chance.Delhi FC came back into the

Sub-junior hockey: Odisha and
MP academies to clash in final
Aarhus (Denmark) |
Agencies

Bhopal: Odisha Naval Tata
Hockey High-Performance
Centre defeated Roundglass
Punjab Hockey Club
Academy 5-2 to set up a clash
with Madhya Pradesh
Hockey Academy, who beat
SGPC Hockey Academy 3-1,
in the final of the 1st Hockey
India Sub Junior Men
Academy National
Championship here on
Tuesday.
In the first semi-final,
Odisha Naval Tata Hockey
High-Performance Centre
registered a comfortable 5-2
win against Roundglass
Punjab Hockey Club
Academy to seal a spot in the
summit clash of the inaugural edition of the tournament.
Ricky Tonjam (14', 47') and
Aryan Xess (30', 33') starred
with two goals each, while
PremdayalGiri (52') chipped
in a goal in Odisha academy.

match strongly to get the control.
Midway through the first half, Delhi
FC brought on striker Willis Plaza to
involve a focal point in the attack.
However, as things stood, KUFC
went into halftime with their onegoal lead intact.
After the changeover, Delhi FC
came back with renewed inspiration
and got their reward instantly. As
they upped the tempo in attack,
Delhi FC earned a corner, which was
taken by Karandeep Singh.
Goalkeeper Midhun V got a hand
to the initial cross amidst a tussle
inside the box, but the ball did not
travel a long distance and bounced
into the path of Delhi FC captain
Anwar Ali, who scored his third goal
of the competition.
Once they restored parity, Delhi
FC were relentless in their pursuit of
the winner. They registered the final
goal of the game at the hour mark
through substitute Himanshu
Jangra. After taking a short corner,
As the cross flew into the far post,
Jangra dashed into the far post to
head the ball home.

India beat Scotland 4-1 in
Uber Cup group match
Aarhus (Denmark) |
Agencies

W

ith former World No
1 SainaNehwal sitting
out with a groin
injury, India handed lowly
Scotland a 4-1 defeat in a
Group B match at the Uber
Cup finals, coming back after
losing the first singles in the
second match in a row.
With Saina still to recover
from the groin injury she suffered during India's opening
match against Spain,
MalvikaBansod played the
first singles but found World
No. 26 Kirsty Gilmour too
strong an opponent. The 104ranked Malvika went down
12-21, 9-21 in just 39 minutes.
Saina had retired after losing
the first game to Spain's Clara
Azurmendi on Sunday.ON
Tuesday, Aditi Bhatt, ranked
10th in the juniors list and
playing her first major singles
team event, levelled the
scores by beating the 237ranked Rachel Sugden 21-14,
21-8 -- the 18-year-old Indian
getting the better of the 19year-old Scot who has around
86 wins on the circuit in all
sections. The women's dou-

op seed Daniil
Medvedev of
Russia endured a
lengthy rain delay to oust
Serbian 27th seed Filip
Krajinovic 6-2, 7-6(1)
and reach the fourth
round of the BNP
Paribas Open here on
Tuesday (IST).
In a showdown that
started late due to rain,
the Russian managed
the cold, windy conditions better at Indian
Wells to set up a clash
with 23rd seed Grigor
Dimitrov of Bulgaria. It
was the world No. 2's
18th win from his past 19
matches on North
American soil.
The Russian won 70
per cent of first-serve
points and hit 28 win-

ners to just 16 unforced
errors for his 50th match
win this season.
Krajinovic finished the
90-minute contest with
15 winners and 20
unforced errors.
Grigor Dimitrov's
strong form continued as
he overcame the wind
and 6' 11" Reilly Opelka's

Speculation begins as Sanju Samson
asked to stay back in UAE
Thiruvananthapuram|Agencies

S

peculation is rife here ever since
news surfaced on Tuesday that
Kerala's Sanju Samson, who captained Rajasthan Royals in the IPL 2021,
has been asked to stay back in the UAE
until further notice.Though Samson's
team failed to make it to the playoffs, his
form with the bat came to the notice of
many, and with India's final squad for
the upcoming T20 World Cup, beginning on October 17, to be named on
October 15, hopes are high here that
Samson might be drafted in as some of
those selected are either struggling with
niggles or poor form.Samson, in his outings in the UAE leg of the current edition
of the IPL, has scored 207 runs in seven

matches, with 82 as his highest score,
and followed up with 70 not out. He has
the added advantage of being a wicketkeeper too, which he was for his team.
The performance of players like
Hardik Pandya and Rahul Chahar during the UAE leg of the IPL has not been
up to the mark. Samson being asked to
remain put in UAE till further notice,
even while his team was knocked out of
the IPL on October 7, seems to be the
basis of the speculation. In the Covid
pandemic era, the bio-bubble atmosphere is the order of the day and since
the present edition of the IPL is operating in that mode, Samson and his fans
will be on tenterhooks till October 15,
when the final T20 World Cup squad is
unveiled.

serve, overcoming the
American 6-3, 6-4 to
advance to the fourth
round in Indian Wells.
Dimitrov stood two or
three feet closer to the
baseline on return as he
countered the height and
angle of the Opelka serve,
breaking twice to
advance after 74 minutes.

Harare | Agencies
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Zimbabwe in the Powerplay and rattled the
stumps of Leah to send her back to the pavilion
for 12.Skipper Laura Delany joined Amy at the
crease and upped the scoring rate after the toporder had laid a solid foundation for a huge score.

Indian Wells: Germany's
Angelique Kerber, the No.10 seed at
the BNP Paribas Open, overcame a
strong challenge from 20th seed
from Russia Daria Kasatkina 6-2, 16, 6-4, to reach the fourth round of
the WTA 1000 event here for the
sixth time on Tuesday (IST).
Two one-sided sets for each
player gave way to a tense decider.
The pair traded breaks twice across
the first four games, before Kerber - the three-time major winner -earned the decisive break at 3-3.
Kerber will next face the winner
of the match between No.26 seed
Tamara Zidansek of Slovenia and
AjlaTomljanovic of Australia in the
fourth round. She's never faced the
Slovenian and is 2-0 against the
Aussie all-time, but says she'll be
focused on what's been the key to
her resurgent season so far.

Canada's Bianca Andreescu's
two-year reign as BNP Paribas
Open champion came to an end at
the hands of Estonia's
AnettKontaveit, 7-6(5), 6-3. For the
second time this year, the Estonian
got the better of the Canadian in
straight sets, having beaten her in
the second round in Eastbourne,
and extended her head-to-head
advantage over Andreescu to 3-0.
Up next, she'll face Brazilian
lucky loser Beatriz Haddad Maia,
who became the first women from
her country to defeat a player
ranked in the WTA top-3 with a
straight-sets victory over top seed
and World No.3 Karolina Pliskova.

Not explained why I was dropped as SRH captain: Warner
Team Absolute|New Delhi

F

ormer SunRisers
Hyderabad captain
David Warner on
Tuesday made a shocking
revelation, saying that he
was not explained by the
owners or the team management why he dropped as
captain.The Australian
opener, Warner was
replaced by Kane
Williamson in the first half
of the Indian Premier
League 2021 in April, when
the team was plumbing the
bottom after losing five of
their six matches.
"With the utmost respect
for the owners, Trevor
Baylis, Laxman, Moody and

Amy Hunter is youngest to hit
century in international cricket
t was a birthday to remember for Ireland's
Amy Hunter who became the youngest centurion in international cricket at 16 years of age
in the fourth ODI against Zimbabwe, helping her
team win by 86 runs. Amy beat Mithali Raj's
record as she helped Ireland to a series win
against Zimbabwe. Mithali had set the women's
record with an unbeaten 114 against Ireland in
1999 at the age of 16 years and 205 days.
Needing a win to level the series and avoid a
series loss, Zimbabwe won the toss and put
Ireland into bat first in the fourth and final ODI.
Ireland openers Leah Paul and Gaby got the
team off to a steady start yet again but could not
replicate their performances from the previous
two games where they strung a 100-run partnership in each game. Esther Mbofana struck for

against Spain in their opening
match, are placed second
behind Thailand in Group B
with two points from two
matches. Thailand lead the
group with two 5-0 wins
against Scotland and Spain.
Spain and Scotland have lost
both their matches and are
out of contention for the
knockout competitions from
this group. India will play
Thailand on Wednesday to
decide the winner of the
Group. The top position in the
group will ensure a comparatively lower-ranked opponent
in the knockouts. But India
may find Thailand a tough
nut to crack even with the
return of Saina and the top
doubles pair of Ashwini and
Sikki.

KERBER ADVANCES;
ANDREESCU BOWS OUT

T

tain Ali Ahmad (49') scoring a
goal each. Joban Singh (21')
scored the only goal for
SGPC Hockey Academy.
The final will be played on
Sunday morning with the
3rd/4th Place match between
Roundglass Punjab Hockey
Club Academy and SGPC
Hockey Academy scheduled
before that.

bles pair of Tanisha Crasto
andRituparna Panda made it
2-1 in favour of India by
defeating Julia MacPherson
and Ciara Torrance 21-11, 218 in a 34-minute encounter.
India sealed the tie 3-1
when Tasnim Mir defeated
Lauren Middleton 21-15, 21-6
in the third singles.
India also decided to rest
the seasoned doubles pair of
Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy and instead sent
in their third-choice pair of
Treesa Jolly and Pullela
Gayatri Gopichand, who
defeated Kirsty Gilmour and
Eleanor O'Donnell in three
games, 21-8, 18-21, 21-10 to
seal a 4-1 win for India.
India, who started their
campaign with a 3-2 win

Medvedev endures rain delay to
reach Indian Wells pre-quarters
Indian Wells | Agencies

Gursewak Singh (36') and
Lovenoor Singh (58') were
the goalscorers for
Roundglass Punjab Hockey
Club Academy, Hockey India
informed in a press release.
In the second semi-final,
Madhya Pradesh Hockey
Academy beat SGPC Hockey
Academy 3-1 with Saddam
Ahmad (12'), Zameer
Mohammad (26'), and cap-
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Amy and Orla Prendergast put the finishing
touches to the innings and propelled Ireland to
312/3 at the end of the 50 overs.Ireland broke
through early in the second over with the wicket
of ModesterMupachikwa. Ashley Ndiraya and
Josephine Nkomo did manage to steady the ship
with a 96-run stand but some great bowling from
Ireland meant that the asking rate kept
climbing.Josephine brought up her maiden ODI
fifty but did not find enough support at the other
end as Zimbabwe kept losing wickets at regular
intervals as they slipped from 139/2 at one stage
to 178/6, by which time the required run rate was
over 13.The tail-enders ensured that Zimbabwe
batted out the 50 overs but fell short by 86 runs as
they finished on 227/8. Ireland, who were playing
their first ODI series since 2018, completed a
great turnaround after going 1-0 down to seal the
series 3-1.

Murali, when a decision gets
made, it has to be a unanimous one. You don't know
who the person is going for
you and who isn't," Warner
told Sports Today."The other

disappointing thing for me
was not being explained
why I was dropped as captain. If you want to go along
the lines of form, it is a difficult one because I guess

whatever you have done in
the past would have some
weight moving forward, you
would think."Especially
when you have played about
100 games for the franchise,
I think I had four bad games
in those first five matches in
Chennai. It is difficult, a
tough pill to swallow. There
are still questions to which I
think I'll never get answers,
but you have to move on,"
he added.The Australian further said that he would "love
to represent SRH" again but
it's not in his hands. "I
would love nothing more
than to represent SunRisers
but obviously, that decision
is with the owners," he said.

'THANK YOU'; KOHLI PENS A HEARTFELT
POST AS RCB BOW OUT OF IPL 2021
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

fter Royal Challengers
Bangalore's IPL 2021
campaign came to an
end following a loss to
Kolkata Knight Riders in the
Eliminator at Sharjah, outgoing captain, Virat Kohli on
Tuesday posted an emotional
message for the RCB fans.
Kohli had announced
before the start of the UAE leg
of the league that this will be
his last season as leader of
the franchise.
"Not the result we wanted
but I am so proud of the
character shown by the boys
throughout the tournament.
A disappointing end but we
can hold our heads high.
Thank you to all the fans,
management & the support

staff for your constant support," Kohli wrote on Twitter.
Despite stepping down as
RCB captain, Kohli reiterated
that he will continue playing
for the franchise as long as he
plays in the IPL.On Monday,
Royal Challengers failed to
defend the 138 runs their
batsmen managed, which
extended their long wait to

lift an IPL trophy. The closest
they came to winning the trophy in recent times was in
2016 when they lost to
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
title decider.
Overall, Kohli led RCB in
140 matches in the last 11
years. He won 66 of those
games and lost 70 as skipper
of the franchise.
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Oscar-nominated
'Moti Bagh' wins
big at ALT-EFF

Bani J, Sayani Gupta
share their ideas of
'happily-ever-after'

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

A

Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

scar-nominated film 'Moti Bagh', a directorial
of Nirmal Chander, has won the Best Indian
Feature at the second edition of All Living
Things, Environmental Film Festival. The All
Living Things Environmental Film Festival is
India's first and only environment cinema-based festival.
Speaking on the occasion, Oscar nominee Nirmal
Chander congratulated the team of ALT EFF for creating a
platform that allows environmentalists and moviemakers
to work together to form a unified voice for the environment. Talking about his film, Nirmal said, "In a world
where there is no dearth of content anymore, it is sometimes difficult to get people to notice your work. The battle is all the more difficult if one is not catering to pop culture. 'Moti Bagh' was not an easy process. It is an honest
depiction of the plight of the villages in Uttarakhand."
He is happy the jury at ALT-EFF believed in his work
and the world will now know about it because of his Oscar
nomination. It just makes things a lot easier, says the elated Oscar nominee." The festival has roped in a great jury
this year including internationally acclaimed photographer and filmmaker Micheal Snyder, six-time National
Award-winning filmmaker Anand Patwardhan and Amin
Hajee. This year the festival had 44 films from 31 countries
being screened - all themed around topics of environment, conservation, climate change, and other related
matters.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

B

ollywood diva Hema Malini and
Ramesh Sippy will be coming
on the sets of 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati 13' to celebrate 46 years of
the iconic and record-breaking film
'Sholay'. They will be seen as special
guests in the 'ShaandaarShukravaar'
episode of 'KBC 13'.
Hema Malini and 'Sholay' director
Ramesh Sippy will be seen sharing
fun camaraderie on the show as they
go back in time, reliving the good old
days of shooting the film. The trio -

ctress Sayani Gupta and VJ-turned-actress
Bani J, who believe that portrayals of love,
romance and 'happily-ever-after' somewhere influence our minds in real life, shared
their ideas of the same.
Asked about her idea of happily-ever-after,
Bani said, "The way I'm living my life right now
is my happily ever after. I have people that I
care about and who care about me, and we
can express that love and appreciation for
each other. I can travel, spend time
with people that I really want to,
create projects that I care about
and be a part of projects that really
fulfil me creatively, which I think is
the best thing in the world. I also
get to train whenever I want."
Sayani on the other hand said
that in a relationship, she is the
'romantic' one.
She said, "I'm quite the romantic and
I would love to believe that there's someone I could live happily ever after with. It's
not like I'm waiting for the one but maybe someday I'll find someone. My idea of 'happily ever after' is that it
has to be a partnership, and that doesn't come without quarrels or differences or disagreements. Rather, you
figure things out and there's enough love and humour in the relationship to take it forward."
Both of them were conversing as part of the chat show series titled 'Dating These Days 2.0', which is a part of
the Bumble dating app. 'Dating These Days 2.0' releases on the YouTube channel of Bumble.

HEMA MALINI,
RAMESH SIPPY TO
RELIVE 'SHOLAY'
SHOOT ON 'KBC 13'

Amitabh Bachchan,
Hema Malini and
Ramesh Sippy will be
seen sharing various
unknown facts and
details about the film
and what actually happened 'behind
the scenes'.Not only this, Hema
Malini and Amitabh Bachchan will
also be seen recreating a moment
from their iconic song 'Dilbar Mere'.
The director will also be challenging
Amitabh and Hema to enact scenes
from the popular film as well.
Hema Malini and Ramesh Sippy

will be on the hotseat playing
a game with host Amitabh
Bachchan and will be donating the winning amount for
a social cause.
'KBC 13's
'ShaandaarShukravaar' will
air on October 15 on Sony
Entertainment Television.
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IS AT THE
MY BEING':
MALAIKA

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Malaika Arora is
going to be in the judge
panel along with Terence
Lewis and Geeta Kapur in the
upcoming dance reality show
'India's Best Dancer'.
Malaika who herself is an
actor, model, skilled dancer and
a fitness enthusiast talks about
why is it important for her to be
an independent and a self sufficient woman.
"I believe independence is
the core of my being! Moreover,
in my line of work, I am very
happy and fortunate to meet

'Into The Wild'

people who
give me the
right backing, the
right push to do something,"
says the actress.
She adds: "Before starting out
anything new and unexplored, I
don't just go on a whim. I do a
lot of research, I consult a lot of
experts and understand where
they are coming from and then I
collaborate and associate with
them. I am very headstrong like
that. And, I think all women
should be emotionally and
financially independent."
'India's Best Dancer' will start
from October 16 on Sony
Entertainment Television.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

AJAY DEVGN RECOUNTS HIS EXPEDITION WITH BEAR GRYLLS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he survival skills-based
reality show 'Into The Wild
with Bear Grylls' is back this
year with another celebrity Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn.
The show last year featured
personalities like superstar
Rajnikanth and Akshay Kumar.
Now Ajay Devgn can be seen
experiencing an adventurous
journey in the Indian Ocean,
dominated by sharks and facing
unfavourable weather conditions,
eventually moving towards uninhabited islands around the
Indian Ocean.
Ajay Devgn opens up on his
shooting experience of this reallife adventure to survive in the
most desolate islands of the
Indian Ocean.
"This is my first ever expedition
'into the wild' and I can tell you it
wasn't child's play! My father was
an action director and in my
career span of 30 years in the
Indian industry, I have had the
fortune to play several roles
including some dangerous action
ones too. And, this was one of
those times when I had to put
those learnings to the test again.
I'm so glad this opportunity came
my way, it helped me explore and
go beyond my comfort zone.
"A special salute to Bear who
has been inspiring millions to
explore and develop a muchneeded relationship with nature,
and of course for keeping me safe
in the wild. From hungry jungles
to the depths of the ocean, Bear
knows it all!" shares Ajay Devgn

Richa Chadha
locks her Twitter
profile after trolling
Team Absolute|Mumbai

U
on his shooting experience.
The first look of this show was
revealed in Tuesday in which the
adventure specialist Bear Grylls
who has hosted multiple distinguished personalities is seen
engaging in a candid conversation with Ajay on his family,
career, and life in the new season.
Bear Grylls has become known
as one of the most recognised
faces of survival and outdoor
adventure. His journey to this
acclaim started on a small island
off the UK coast where his late
father taught him to climb and
sail. Trained from a young age in
martial arts, Grylls spent three
years as a soldier in the British
Special Forces as part of the 21st
SAS Regiment.
He says on his association with
Ajay Devgn for this show and his
journey with him: "To get to take

the legendary Ajay into the wild
and have an adventure with him
was a privilege. Desert islands are
always tough to survive on and
Ajay showed total commitment
to do what we needed to get out
in one piece. He was also incredibly honest, sharing so many
insights into his life and career
and I value that honesty so much.
One thing that I've learnt about
Ajay is he is a quietly spoken
man, but he is a man with great
love and strength in his heart."
'Into The Wild' will be available
in 7 languages including English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Bangla,
Malayalam and Kannada. The
episode will premiere on discovery+ India and Philippines on
October 22. The broadcast premiere of the show is scheduled at
8 p.m. on October 25 on
Discovery Channel and others.

nlike many other Bollywood personalities, actress Richa Chadha has
made her Twitter account private and even deleted the app from her
phone as it is "too toxic".Richa, who currently has a following of 541.9K
on the micro-blogging site appeared to be locked on Tuesday morning.
The profile read: "These tweets are
protected. Only approved followers can see @RichaChadha's
Tweets. To request access, click
Follow."Richa on Tuesday
morning announced on Twitter
that she has deleted the microblogging app from her phone.
She wrote: "Deleting this
app off of my phone. Takes
too much, is toxic. Bye."
The move comes after
Richa, who is dating actor Ali
Fazal, gave a befitting reply
to a social media user on
the platform who asked her
when she was getting
divorced.According to a
media report, a user had
written to Richa in Hindi:
"When are you getting
divorced? Tell us.
Because your marriage is not going to
last long, just like Aamir Khan's."

Mithila Palkar

Owned, Published and Printed by Yogenra Chaturvedi at Indian Express, A-8, Sector-7, Noida (UP) and Published from 23, Hanuman Road, Cannaught Place, New Delhi-110001 Editor- Yogendra Chaturvedi, (responsible for selection of news under PRB ACT). RNI Code DELENG/2017/19576,
Phone No. 011-23346744, www.absoluteindianews.com,E-mail: absoluteindiadesk@gmail.com (Bhopal will be the jurisdiction of any dispute.)

