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'Over 200 km cube of groundwater lost in Ganga basin between 2002-2016'
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The World Health
Organisation (WHO)
has issued a 'clinical

case definition' of post-Covid
situation to ensure better
treatment and care for affect-
ed person.

People with post-Covid
conditions can experience
lingering symptoms for
months after recovery, said
global health body WHO in a
tweet, adding that the symp-
toms may begin right after
being sick with Covid-19 or
later, and may come and go.

The WHO has developed a
clinical case definition of
post-Covid condition by
Delphi methodology that
includes 12 domains, avail-
able for use in all settings.
This first version was devel-
oped by patients, researchers
and others, representing all

WHO regions, with the
understanding that the defi-
nition may change as new
evidence emerges and the
understanding of the conse-
quences of Covid-19 contin-
ues to evolve. The post-Covid
situation definition states,
"Common symptoms
include fatigue, shortness of
breath, cognitive dysfunction
but also others and generally
have an impact on everyday
functioning. Symptoms may
be new onset following ini-
tial recovery from an acute
Covid-19 episode or persist
from the initial illness.
Symptoms may also fluctu-

ate or relapse over time".
It adds further that the

post-Covid condition occurs
in individuals with a history
of probable or confirmed
SARS CoV-2 infection, usual-
ly three months from the
onset of Covid-19 with symp-
toms that last for at least two
months and cannot be
explained by an alternative
diagnosis.The WHO said that
if you have been diagnosed
with Covid and are still feel-
ing sick for weeks or months
afterwards with fatigue,
shortness of breath,
headache, fever, muscle
pain, cough, chest pain, loss
of smell or taste, depression
and confusion, talk to doctor.
The WHO consulted
patients, clinicians and other
stakeholders from 44 coun-
tries in the six WHO regions
to arrive at this post-Covid
condition definition.

Clinical Case Definition

DRYING NECTAR
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Ganga basin has lost about 225
km cube of groundwater dur-
ing 2002-2016, which is about

20 times the storage of the largest
reservoir in India, a new research
has found.

Of this groundwater lost, non-
renewable groundwater abstraction
is responsible for 80 per cent of the
total water lost, a study Swarup
Dangar and Vimal Mishra from
Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IIT-G) said.

The study, titled, 'Natural and
anthropogenic drivers of the lost
groundwater from the Ganga river
basin' was published online on
Tuesday in IOPScience, an online
service for journal by IOP
Publishing.

"Groundwater pumping for irriga-
tion from confined aquifers has
been a concern for groundwater
sustainability in many parts of the
country. The assessment in the
study based on the H08 model
showed the influence of non-renew-
able groundwater pumping on the
loss of groundwater storage in the
Ganga river basin," corresponding
author of the study and Associate
Professor, Department of Earth
Sciences at the IIT-G, Mishra said.

The H08 model is one that con-
siders human influence and pro-
vides assessment on water availabil-
ity and water demand.

If cropland is equipped with
groundwater irrigation facilities, all
irrigation water requirements are
met from groundwater pumping.

Water is first abstracted from

renewable groundwater storage to
meet the irrigation water require-
ments and it is abstracted from the
non-renewable groundwater storage
if the renewable groundwater is
depleted.

The authors flagged two limita-
tions by way of availability of
observed dataset given the fact that

Ganga is a trans-boundary river and
its stream flow observations are
classified and the other being, static
nature of inputs, such as land use or
land cover, being used for a single
year.In addition, droughts pose dou-
ble-whammy impacts with
increased pumping and reduced
recharge in the basin.

"Since non-renewable groundwater does not get recharged, pumping from these reservoirs contributes to consid-
erable groundwater storage depletion. Non-renewable groundwater abstraction for irrigation is the primary driver
of more than 200 km cube loss of groundwater from the Ganga basin during 2002-2016. While the human footprint
dominates the massive loss of groundwater in the basin, the long-term (1951-2016) changes in the climate have also
not been supportive. For instance, a significant decline in the summer monsoon season precipitation, frequent
droughts, and warming has contributed to the rapid groundwater depletion in the basin. The occurrence of severe
droughts has intensified the groundwater abstraction in the Ganga basin during recent decades," the study said.

Warning that the overdependence on groundwater in certain regions has to be reduced,
given the negative impacts of over-withdrawal, the study said, "Intensive groundwater
irrigation with changing precipitation (recharge) patterns and increasing climate
extremes (such as drought and heat waves) can worsen groundwater availability in the
future. Better groundwater management practices will determine the future of groundwa-
ter sustainability in the Ganga basin."

WHO defines post-Covid situation to ensure better treatment
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Just before the 'pujas', there is good news
for the people of West Bengal. In an effort
to promote indigenous and Geographical

Identification (GI) tagged products, the first
consignment of GI-tagged sweet dish
'Mihidana' sourced from Bardhaman, has
been exported to the Kingdom of Bahrain.

This unique sweet dish exported by
Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA) is
being displayed (also provided for tasting pur-
poses) to consumers at Aljazira superstores in
Bahrain. More consignments of the unique
sweet dish would be exported to Bahrain dur-
ing the forthcoming Diwali festival.

The APEDA in a tweet wrote -- In a boost to
harness export potential of indigenous & #GI
tagged products, a consignment consisting of
unique sweet dishes from #WestBengal -
#Sitabhog, #Langcha, #Chandrapuli &
#Narkel Naru (#coconut #laddu with #jag-
gery) was exported the Kingdom of #Bahrain.

A GI tag is a sign denoting a specific geo-
graphical origin and possess qualities or a
reputation that are due to that origin. GI, a
form of intellectual property right (IPR), is dis-
tinct from other forms of IPR, as it ascribes the
exclusivity to the community in a defined
geography, rather than to an individual, as is
in the case of trademarks and patents.

For the last few years, APEDA has been
focusing on increasing lesser-known, indige-
nous, and GI-tagged food products from the
country. In August 2021, India Post released a
special cover on West Bengal's sweetmeats
'Mihidana' and 'Sitabhog'. West Bengal's
Bardhaman got the GI tag for the century-old
sweetmeats in 2017.

Bengal's sweet dish 'Mihidan'
reaches Bahrain

A GI tag can be issued for agri-
cultural, natural or manufactured
goods that have a unique quality,
reputation or other characteris-
tics attributable to its geographi-
cal origin. Darjeeling tea,
Basmati rice, Kanchipuram Silk,
Mysore Silk, Hyderabadi haleem,
Nagaland chilli products, etc.,
sold with the GI tag have premi-
um pricing.

NAIROBI | Agencies

The adoption of resolution
on the right to a clean,
healthy and sustainable

environment by the UN Human
Rights Council is a breakthrough
moment for environmental jus-
tice, said UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) Executive
Director Inger Andersen.

This right has been rooted in
the 1972 Stockholm Declaration.
Five decades later, it is greatly
encouraging to see it formally
recognised at the global level
through a UN Human Rights
Council resolution.

UNEP commends the relent-
less advocacy on the right to a
healthy environment, supported
by over 13,000 civil society
organisations and indigenous
peoples' groups, more than
90,000 children from around the
world, the Global Alliance of
National Human Rights
Institutions, and by private sector
stakeholders.

"Thank you for contributing to

the momentum that made this
day possible."

The resolution emphasiSes
"the rights to life, liberty and
security of human rights defend-
ers working in environmental
matters, referred to as environ-
mental human rights defenders".
Physical attacks, detentions,
arrests, legal action and smear
campaigns are the daily realities
of citizen groups, indigenous
peoples and others. Over 200
environmental defenders were
murdered in 2020 alone.

In the coming months, the
UNEP will deepen its commit-
ment to protecting and promot-
ing environmental human rights
defenders and civic space, said
Andersen. "We expect this reso-
lution to embolden governments,
legislators, courts, and citizen
groups in pursuing substantial
elements of the Common
Agenda for renewed solidarity,
presented last month by the UN
Secretary-General, as well as the
2020 Call to Action on Human
Rights.

Right to clean environment breakthrough
moment: United Nation agency head

"It is a message to one billion children at extreme-
ly high risk of the impacts of a changed climate: a
healthy environment is your right. No one can take
away nature, clean air and water, or a stable climate
from you. The UN Environment Programme considers
this an important step in building the planet as a safe
and fair home to all."

Inger Andersen, ED, UNEP
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I KNEW I WAS DESTINED FOR
MUSIC:  KAILASH KHER Reduction in cost to push e-2W's market penetration

"As e-mobility penetration is likely to
be more in scooters, e-scooters sales
as the overall percentage of total
scooter sales would be much higher
at 20-25 per cent," said India
Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra).
Moreover, the new models launched
recently as well as planned over the
next few years are likely to have a
better range, speed and battery size,
thus making the performance of e-
2W comparable to existing ICE vari-
ants available in the market.
Motorcycles draw a significant pro-
portion of their overall sales from
rural market, where the presence of
e-2W original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) is limited.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Reducing cost of electric vehicles (EV)
as well as increase in subsidies along
with the newer model are expected to

increase electric two-wheeler's (e-2W) pen-
etration.

In FY21, e-2Ws contributed less than one
per cent of overall two-wheelers sales.

The sub-segment is expected to con-
tribute 7-10 per cent to the overall 2W sales
by FY25.

This growth, the agency expects, would
majorly be driven by the reducing delta
between the price of an electric vehicles
(EV) and internal combustion engine (ICE)
vehicles due to the increased subsidies
under FAME-II scheme along with the
newer model launches anticipated over the
next few years.As per the agency, the total
cost of ownership of an e-scooter is now
comparable to that of an ICE scooter; the

former becomes economically more feasi-
ble in case of a long distance
travelled.However, it pointed out that elec-
trification in motorcycles could take fairly
longer as the performance of the available
e-variants is still not at par with that of an

ICE vehicle, and enhancing battery configu-
ration could impact both weight and cost of
the vehicle.Besides, the agency suggested
that to push electrification, e-2W OEMs
need to increase their presence which is
restricted to metro and Tier-I cities.

Abu Dhabi: Young Mumbai Indians player Ishan Kishan has said
that he would "love to open" the innings whenever given the task,
adding that the encouraging words from India skipper Virat Kohli
had made his task easier to come and bat at the top of the order.

Ishan played one of the best knocks by an opener in IPL 2021,
scoring 84 off just 32 deliveries as he guided Mumbai Indians to a
mammoth 235/9, which was way beyond Sunrisers Hyderabad's
reach as the five-time champions won by 42 runs on
Friday.However, the win was not enough to secure the Rohit
Sharma-led side a spot in the playoffs and Mumbai Indians were
eliminated despite Ishan Kishan and Suryakumar (82 off 40) putting
in a superhuman effort. On his opener's role and what Virat had told
him, Ishan said, "I was just taking one point at a time (in the match).
I would love to open and that's what Virat bhai said -- 'you are selected as an opener, you just
have to be prepared for that.' On the bigger stage, you need to be prepared for every situation
I feel. "It was a very good thing for me and for the team, getting some runs, and getting into
good touch before the (T20) World Cup. I was in a good state of mind, was very positive. We
had to get somewhere around 250-260, it was the intent and positive intent." This was the sec-
ond half century from Ishan, who had slammed a 25-ball 50 against Rajasthan Royals on
October 5 after a string of poor performances, which also led to him being dropped for a cou-
ple of games here.

Getting into good touch before the T20 World Cup: Ishan Kishan

Mumbai: Sufi exponent
Kailash Kher will recreate his
famous hits with his stellar
band Kailasa strumming
along on the MTV show
'Unacademy Unwind'.
Music director Sneha
Khanwalkar will also
join Kailasa to perform an
original composition
titled 'Haaji Papa'.

Kailash Kher will begin
by singing 'Teri Deewani'
and his first hit song,
'Allah Ke Bande', with the
music composer duo
Vishal-Shekhar. On the
show, the maestro
will present a
revamped version
with the addition of beats
and modern tracks.
Speaking about his perform-
ance on 'Unacademy

Unwind', Kailash Kher said:
"From my childhood, I
knew I was destined for

music. I have had an
unquenchable thirst
to transform my rich
imagination into reali-

ty, taking inspiration
from my father, who
always ventured down
an uncharted path."
He added that
'Unacademy Unwind'
is very different.
"After a decade of
Kailasa's music
becoming a genre
in itself, we were
very excited to take
up a challenge and

uncover the new-found
magic we can create with our
age-old hits." 'Unacademy
Unwind' airs on MTV.
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High-level officials will
be working to move
forward the agenda

for cooperation set at last
month's meeting between
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US
President Joe Biden and
their Quad summit with the
leaders of Australia and
Japan, according to White
House Press Secretary Jen
Psaki.

"At this point, the focus is
going to be on continuing to
work through high-level
interlocutors, whether it's
the Secretary of State and
leaders at the State
Department or leaders from
our national security team,
about how we can continue
to move forward on a range
of issues, whether it's eco-
nomic security, physical
national security, address-
ing Covid and getting the
pandemic under control,"
she said on Friday.Replying
to a question at the daily
White House briefing about
several meetings between
officials of the two countries
that have taken place and
are scheduled, Psaki said
the bilateral meeting and
the Quad summit with
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison of Australia and

Yoshihide Suga, who was
the Japanese leader at that
time, were "an opportunity
to discuss the importance of
the relationship and the
partnership, the work that
can be done moving for-
ward".

"That work will continue
at lower than leader-level,
but still high levels in the
weeks and months ahead,"
she added. The US-India
Defence Policy Group
(DPG) co-chaired by India's
Defence Secretary Ajay
Kumar and Colin Kahl, the
US Under Secretary for
Defence Policy, met on
Friday to advance bilateral
priorities and explore
expanding cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific with other
countries, according to the
Pentagon. Deputy Secretary
of State Wendy Sherman
met External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla in New
Delhi on Wednesday.
Growing cooperation

between the two countries
on security, trade and coop-
eration with the Quad on
providing Covid vaccines
figured in their talks.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Seetharaman is expected to
visit the US during the
annual meetings of the
International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank
next week and use the
opportunity to meet top
American officials.

In the area of cooperation
against terrorism, the India-
US joint working group on
counter-terrorism is to meet
in the last week of this
month and homeland secu-
rity dialogue is also on the
cards. Asked at her briefing
about 80,000 Green Card
spots that could have gone
to Indians being lost this
month because of procedur-
al delays, Psaki said: "The
president absolutely wants
to address the delays in the
green card processing sys-
tem as well."

HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS TO PUSH INDIA-US
AGENDA SET BY NARENDRA MODI, BIDEN

LUCKNOW | Agencies

Launching her campaign for the
2022 Assembly polls on the
occasion of the death anniver-

sary of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
founder Kanshi Ram, BSP chief
Mayawati on Saturday addressed a
huge rally at the Kanshi Ram memo-
rial here after paying tribute to the
late socialist leader.

Launching an attack on the BJP, the
Samajwadi Party and the Congress,
the BSP chief said, "During the
upcoming state Assembly polls, if the
BSP government is formed in Uttar
Pradesh, our emphasis will be on pro-
viding means of livelihood to the
poor and unemployed youth in the
state. This will be the core poll issue
of the BSP."

Mayawati said during the second
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, both
the BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) forced the workers to migrate
from Uttar Pradesh and Delhi.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal failed to make the requisite
arrangements to stop the migrant
workers from going to their native
states, she said. Now the AAP is trying
to make tall promises like supplying
free electricity to announce their
political entry in Uttar Pradesh, she
added.

The BSP chief announced that her
party will not declare any poll mani-
festo but said if the BSP government
is formed in the state, her party will
not stop the developmental projects
started by the ruling BJP in Ayodhya,
Varanasi and Mathura but will ensure
to complete them. Whether there are
projects related to construction of
roads and bridges, the work under-
taken earlier during previous govern-

ments will be completed.
Mayawati said several small region-

al parties are fighting alone or are in
alliance with major parties. They are
only trying to benefit the ruling BJP
indirectly. The BSP needs to be wary
of such small regional parties. She
said the Samajwadi Party is only
adding people with dubious distinc-
tions to increase its numbers.

Mayawati said some people are try-

ing to tarnish the image of the BSP by
projecting it as a weak outfit. "Such
people should see the huge gathering
here. They must understand that BSP
is still powerful," she said.

She said all parties are trying to
gain mileage by invoking Hindu-
Muslim communal politics, so one
has to remain wary of such parties.
Now the atrocities on angry farmer
protesters against the Central govern-
ment have risen to the highest level,
of which Lakhimpur Kheri violence is
a classic example.

The BSP chief said the people of
Uttar Pradesh have made up their
mind to bring back the party to
power. The people have already wit-
nessed the misrule under the SP,
Congress along with the BJP. The BSP
leaders must remain wary of such
cheap political tactics.

In 2007, there was a majority gov-
ernment formed by the BSP in the
state and had achieved the best per-
formance in terms of the law and
order situation. The BJP, SP and the
Congress are making false promises
to garner votes, she added.

All opposition parties are coming
up with big promises in their poll
manifestos. Mayawati said, "I appeal
to the people in Uttar Pradesh not to
waste their votes by voting in favour
of the BJP."

Mayawati sounds poll bugle,
trains guns on BJP 
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The Election
Commission of India
has decided to deploy

27 companies of central
forces for the October 30 by-
elections in Khardaha in
North 24 Parganas, Gosaba
in South 24 Parganas,
Santipur in Nadia and
Dinhata in Coochbehar dis-
trict.

According to sources in
the poll panel, the 27 compa-
nies will comprise eight
companies from CRPF, nine
from BSF, five from CISF, and
another five from SSB. The
companies will arrive in the
state on October 13 and will
mainly work on area domina-
tion to facilitate smooth con-
duct of the bypolls. When
asked if more companies will
be pressed into service before

the by-elections, an EC offi-
cial said, "The elections will
be fully conducted by the
central forces. The
Commission will review the
situation of all the con-
stituencies before the elec-
tions and take a final call."

The Dinhata seat fell
vacant after local BJP MP
Nisith Pramanik, who con-
tested the Assembly elections
and won by a slender margin
of 57 votes against Udayan
Guha of Trinamool Congress,
decided to retain his Lok
Sabha seat. He was later
appointed as Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs in
July. Trinamool Congress has
decided to field Guha from
this seat again. imilarly, BJP
MP Jagannath Sarkar had
won from Santipur, but he
later opted for his Lok Sabha
seat, leaving the seat vacant.

Trinamool's Brajakishore
Goswami, a member of the
Vaishnav community, is pit-
ted against Niranjan Biswas of
the BJP in Santipur.

The Khardah seat fell
vacant after the winning
Trinamool candidate, Kajal
Sinha, succumbed to Covid-
19 before the announcement
of results on May 2.
Trinamool has now fielded
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay,
who had previously won from
Bhabanipur but resigned to
pave the way for Mamata
Banerjee to contest from
there, in Khardah.

In Gosaba, Trinamool vet-
eran Jayanta Naskar, who rep-
resented the seat twice since
2011, died after his third vic-
tory. Trinamool has fielded
Subrata Mondal, a local
leader, against BJP's Palash
Rana in Gosaba.

EC to deploy 27 companies of central
forces for Bengal by-polls

Team Absolute|New Delhi

H
ealth Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on
Saturday asked the states to focus on work-
ing towards achieving the nation's 100-crore

Covid-19 vaccine doses goal. India has so far
administered 94 crore vaccine doses.

During a review meeting, the Minister exhorted
each state to increase their target so that the
administration of the last 6 crore doses for reaching
the mark of 100 crore is achieved in the next few
days.

The Health Ministry also said that if festivals are
not celebrated in accordance to Covid protocols in
the country, it can derail the containment of Covid-
19.

Interacting with the Principal Secretaries and
Mission Directors of National Health Mission of
some of the states, Mandaviya reviewed the Covid
vaccination progress there and advised for safe fes-
tivities in view of coming festivals. He said, "The
two-pronged solution is to follow Covid protocols
very strictly and speed up vaccination." He cited
results of experiments that pegged the number of
first dose recipients not developing severe Covid-19
to be 96 per cent and further pointed out that the

number increases to nearly 98 per ent for people
who have taken both doses of the vaccine.

Observing that more than 8 crore balance doses
are available with the states, Mandaviya also
enquired regarding the specific hurdles, if any,

faced by the states in accelerating the pace of vacci-
nation.

The Health Ministry has issued the revised
guidelines in view of coming festivals on September
21 which said no mass gatherings are allowed in
areas identified as Containment Zones and in dis-
tricts reporting more than 5 per cent case positivity.

Gatherings with advance permissions and limit-
ed people as per local context to be allowed in dis-
tricts with a positivity rate of 5 per cent & below. All
states have to closely monitor the case trajectories
across all districts daily to identify any early warn-
ing signals, as per the guidelines.

Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan urged all the
state health administrators to be strict with regard
to observance of Covid Appropriate Behaviour dur-
ing festivities to prevent the Covid-19 outbreak.

The meeting with states also discussed prompt
utilization of Emergency COVID Response Package
(ECRP) II financial resources provided to them. The
states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal par-
ticipated in the meeting.

States told to work towards achieving India's 100cr vax doses goal
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Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Saturday said the

Indian Coast Guard had ini-
tially started with less than
than six boats and today it
has more than 150 ships, and
66 aircraft, becoming one of
the prime maritime forces in
the world.

While speaking at the
Investiture Ceremony at the
National Stadium Complex
here, he said the growth of
the maritime force was possi-
ble because of the morale,
enthusiasm and energy
shown by the Indian Coast
Guard. Appreciating the pro-
fessionalism of the force, he
said its growth and confi-
dence helped people in
many crisis situations.

Stressing the importance

of sea security, the Defence
Minister said "we are
enriched and connected to
the world because of our seas
and its routes".

It's influence is clearly visi-
ble in our festivals, culture,
religions and lifestyle, he
added. ajnath Singh also
emphasised the importance
of security for coastal states
and the comprehensive
internal and external security
framework. Regarding the
force's pollution response to
douse the major fire on con-
tainer carrier MV X-Press
Pearl near Sri Lanka's
Colombo Port, he hailed the
coast guard.

He said such services
helped to avoid environmen-
tal hazards boosting the
image of the country in inter-
national level.

Indian Coast Guard now one of world's
prime maritime forces: Rajnath
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India on Saturday reported
19,740 fresh Covid cases
and 248 deaths in the last

24 hours, the Union Health
Ministry said.

The recovery of 23,070
patients in the last 24 hours
has increased the cumulative
tally of recovered patients to
3,32,48,291.

Consequently, India's
recovery rate stands at 97.98
per cent, the highest since
March 2020. The active case-
load is presently at 2,36,643,
which is the lowest in 206
days. Active cases presently
constitute 0.70 per cent of the
country's total positive

cases.Meanwhile, the fresh
deaths have taken the toll to
4,50,375, as per the Health
Ministry data.

The weekly positivity rate,
at 1.62 per cent, remains less
than 3 per cent for the last
106 days now, while the daily

positivity rate is 1.56 per cent,
having remained below 3 per
cent for the last 40 days and
below 5 per cent for 123 con-
secutive days now.

The last 24 hours saw a
total of 12,69,291 tests being
conducted, taking the cumu-

lative total to over 58 crore
tests. With 79,12,202 vaccine
doses administered in the
last 24 hours, India's Covid-
19 vaccination coverage
nears 94 crore mark as per
provisional report till 7 a.m.
on Saturday. This has been
achieved through 91,40,316
sessions.

Over 95.51 crore vaccine
doses have been provided to
states/UTs so far through the
Centre as well as the direct
state procurement category.
However, more than 8.51 cr
unutilised vaccine doses are
still available with the
states/UTs to be adminis-
tered, the Health Ministry
data said.

India logs 19,740 new Covid
cases, 248 deaths in a day Team Absolute|New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
Indian Space

Association (ISpA) on
October 11 through video
conferencing wherein he will
also interact with representa-
tives of the Space Industry on
the landmark occasion, the
PMO said on Saturday.

ISpA, an industry body
aspiring to be the voice of the
Indian space sector, is the
premier industry association
of space and satellite compa-
nies.It will undertake policy
advocacy and engage with all
stakeholders in the Indian
space domain, including the
government and its agencies.

Echoing Modi's vision of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, ISpA
will help in making India self-
reliant, technologically

advanced and a leading play-
er in the space arena, a state-
ment said. ISpA is represent-
ed by leading home grown
and global corporations with
advanced capabilities in
space and satellite technolo-
gies. Its founding members
include Larson & Toubro,
Nelco (Tata Group), OneWeb,
Bharti Airtel, Mapmyindia,
Walchandnagar Industries
and Ananth Technology
Limited. Other core members
include Godrej, Hughes India,
Azista-BST Aerospace Private
Limited, BEL, Centum
Electronics, Maxar India.

PM Modi to launch Indian
Space Association on Oct 11

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Central government on
Saturday put quantitative
restrictions on export of

syringes to boost their domestic avail-
ability and uptake. The restrictions
will be applied to just three categories
of syringes for three months.

The Union Health Ministry has
clarified that it is not an 'export ban'
on any kind/type of syringes, it is only
quantitative restriction on the export
of certain type of specified syringes
for limited duration of three months.
Further, the syringes of denomina-
tions and types other than those
mentioned above are not covered
under quantitative restriction.

"With firm political commitment to
vaccinate India's last citizen, fulfilling
the philosophy of 'Antyodaya'
espoused by Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya, the Union government
has put in place a quantitative restric-
tion on export of syringes to boost
their domestic availability and
uptake, "said a statement released by
the Union Health Ministry.

The Central government has put
the quantitative restriction on the
export of 0.5 ml/1ml AD (auto-dis-
able) syringes, 0.5/1/2/3 ml dispos-
able syringes and 1/2/3 ml RUP (re-
use prevention) syringes.

The Domestic Vaccine
Manufacturers and Manufacturers of

Syringes have played an important
and critical role in the effective imple-
mentation of world's largest Covid
vaccination programme as India has
administered nearly 94 crore vaccine
doses till now and is nearing 100
crore dose mark.Meanwhile, India on
Saturday reported 19,740 fresh Covid

cases and 248 deaths in the last 24
hours, the Union Health Ministry
said.

With 79,12,202 vaccine doses
received in the last 24 hours, India's
Covid-19 vaccination coverage nears
94 crore mark as per provisional
report till 7 a.m. on Saturday.

Centre restricts export of syringes for 3 months
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Centre said on
Saturday that the
Income Tax

Department recently car-
ried out 'search and seizure'
operations on a major
pharmaceutical group
based out of Hyderabad
and seized about Rs 143
crore in cash besides
detecting unaccounted
income to the tune of Rs
550 crore.

According to the Ministry
of Finance, the operations
were carried out on
October 6.

"This pharmaceutical
group is engaged in the
business of manufacturing
of intermediates, and active
pharmaceutical ingredients
(APIs) and formulations.
Majority of the products are
exported to foreign coun-
tries like the US, Europe,
Dubai and other African

countries," the ministry
said in a statement.

"The search operations
were carried out at about 50
locations in six states," it
added.The ministry said
that during the searches,
hideouts were identified,
where second set of books
of accounts and cash were
found.

"Incriminating evidence
in the form of digital con-
tent, pen drives, documents
etc. have been found and
seized. Incriminating digital
evidences were gathered
from the 'SAP @ ERP' soft-
ware maintained by the
assessee group," the state-
ment said."During the
searches, issues relating to
discrepancies in purchases
made from bogus and non-
existent entities and artifi-
cial inflation of certain
heads of expenditure were
detected," it added.

Besides, evidence of on-

money payment for pur-
chase of lands was also
found.

"Various other legal
issues were also identified
such as personal expenses
being booked in the com-
pany's books and land pur-
chased by related parties
below government registra-
tion value," it said.

The ministry cited that
during the search, several
bank lockers were found,
out of which 16 have been
operated.

"The searches have
resulted in the seizure of
unexplained cash amount-
ing to Rs 142.87 crore. The
unaccounted income
unearthed is estimated to
be in the range of about Rs
550 crore till now," it said.

"Further investigation
and quantification of undis-
closed income detected are
in progress," the statement
added.

IT dept raids Hyderabad-based pharma
major, seizes Rs 142 cr in cash
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"Many of life's fail-
ures are people who
did not realize how
close they were to
success when they

gave up."
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Illegal phone-tap case:
Mumbai Police summons
CBI chief for probe

Mumbai:In what is
said to be an unprece-
dented development,
the Mumbai Police
has summoned the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
director Subodh
Jaiswal for the probe
into the illegal phone-
tap case, officials said
here on Saturday.

Vide an email, the
CBI chief has been asked to come here on October
14 for recording his version in the matter which had
sparked a massive political row after it leaked out in
March this year.

Jaiswal was the Maharashtra Director-General of
Police at the relevant time the alleged phone-tap-
ping took place when the former State Intelligence
Department was headed by IPS officer Rashmi
Shukla, during the tenure of the former Bharatiya
Janata Party Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis.

However, now both IPS officers have been trans-
ferred out of the state and Shukla has already record-
ed her statement with the Mumbai Police.

The ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi government had
conducted a preliminary enquiry and later appoint-
ed a 3-member probe panel to investigate all the
phone-tapping cases ordered during the erstwhile
BJP-led regime.

Lakhimpur Kheri violence case

LAKHIMPUR KHERI| Agencies

After being served second notice,
Ashish Mishra, son of Union
Minister Ajay Mishra Teni and

accused of running over farmers in
Lakhimpur Kheri, appeared before the
Police on Saturday to record his state-
ment.

A lot of his supporters have also
reached the Crime Branch office in
Lakhimpur Kheri where interrogation of
Ashish Mishra is going on. Ashish
Mishra's lawyer Awadhesh Singh is also present there along with Sadar MLA
Yogesh Verma.Heavy security has been deployed in and around the place
where interrogation with Ashish Mishra is going on. Barricades have been set
up at each entry point. Internet services have also been suspended.The sec-
ond notice sent by the Police had asked Ashish Mishra to appear before it on
Saturday after he failed to do so on Friday.This time, the notice also warned
Ashish Mishra that if he fails to appear, necessary legal action would be initi-
ated against him.The second notice was issued after the state government told
the Supreme Court that Mishra would appear before the police on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu is sitting on a
hunger strike at the residence of deceased journalist Raman Kashyap in
Nighasan area of Lakhimpur Kheri, demanding the arrest of Ashish Mishra in
connection with the Lakhimpur incident. Sidhu said, he will not end the
hunger strike till the minister's son is arrested.

Ashish Mishra appears
before police Team Absolute|New Delhi

Amid the controversy over the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence, the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Saturday presented five demands

in a joint press conference and also asked for the
resignation of Union Minister of State for Home
Ajay Mishra and the immediate arrest of his son
Ashish Mishra.

The five demands put forth by the farmers
organisation include a special prayer meeting for
the farmers killed in Lakhimpur Kheri, Rail Roko
Andolan, Shaheed Kisan yatra, burning effigies of
BJP leaders on Dussehra and a Kisan mahapan-
chayat. Farmers have prepared a five-pronged
strategy to express their anger over the incident in
Lakhimpur Kheri. The SKM said, "We appeal to the
farmers of Uttar Pradesh and across the country to
pay tribute to the farmers killed in the violence by
attending a special prayer meeting remembering
the deceased farmers on October 12 at Tikonia vil-
lage in Lakhimpur Kheri district." "We appeal to all
farmer organizations in the country to organize a
'special prayer meeting' paying tribute to the
deceased farmers on October 12 at a nearby gurd-
wara, temple, mosque, church or any other public
place." "Candle marches must be organised in the
evening on the same day. We appeal to all law-
abiding citizens of the country to light five candles
outside their houses in the memory of the five mar-
tyred farmers late in the evening on October 12." If

these demands are not accepted by October 11,
they will launch nationwide protest events, the
SKM said. According to the strategy prepared by
the farmers, after organising a special prayer meet-
ing, a 'Shaheed Kisan' yatra will be taken out from
Lakhimpur Kheri with the ashes in a metal pot of
all deceased farmets to each district of Uttar
Pradesh and every state in the country.

The yatra will conclude at a holy or historical
place in every district of Uttar Pradesh.

On Dussehra on October 15, the fake promises
signified by the effigies of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah and local
BJP leaders which are part of the anti-farmer Union
government will be burnt.A 'Rail Roko Andolan'
will be organised across the country on October 18
from 10 am to 4 pm On October 26, the SKM will
organize a 'Kisan mahapanchayat' in Lucknow to
protest against the Lakhimpur incident.

Farmers puts forward five demands before Union govt

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Congress's top body will
meet on October 16 to hold talks
over the new chief, the "current

political situation", and state elections
next year.

"A meeting of the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) will be held on
Saturday, October 16, at 10 am," at the
party headquarters in Delhi, a state-
ment read.On agenda will be  the

country's "current political situation",
"forthcoming assembly elections",
and organisational elections, it further
read.Last month, as the party faced
turmoil in Punjab amid the leadership
change - after it picked the state's first
Dalit Chief Minister Charanjit Channi
to replace Amarinder Singh, one of
Punjab's tallest leaders -spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala had told the
reporters that a meeting of the CWC
was expected soon.

This was after veteran leader Kapil
Sibal shot off a new letter to the
Gandhis: "In Congress there is no
elected president now. Who is taking
calls? We don't know who is taking
decisions in the party.""We are G-23,
definitely not Ji Huzoor-23. We will
keep raising issues," said Sibal, shoot-
ing punches at the Gandhis without

naming them.
Hours later, party workers protested

outside his house with "Get well soon"
placards, threw tomatoes and dam-
aged his car.The demonstrations were
criticised by the leaders of "G-23" or
group of 23 party dissidents, who had
sent a letter to Sonia Gandhi last year
demanding sweeping changes in the
party. Since then, various leaders have
reminded the Gandhis that nothing
has changed on the ground and the
Congress down spiral continues.

Elections are due next year in five
states, including Punjab - that has wit-
nessed tremendous political crisis -
and Uttar Pradesh. The Gandhis have
been relentlessly attacking the BJP in
UP where Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is in
charge. This week, Rahul Gandhi's
and sister Priyanka's visit to families of

those killed in UP's Lakhimpur district
was preceded by Gandhi Vadra's
arrest, which she had described as
"illegal".  On Friday, poll strategist
Prashant Kishor's tweet on "deep-
rooted" problems in the Congress,
months after his visit to the Gandhis
raised speculation about him joining
the party, also started a new debate
about the party's revival.

"People looking for a quick, sponta-
neous revival of GOP led opposition
based on #LakhimpurKheri incident
are setting themselves up for a big dis-
appoinment. Unfortunately there are
no quick fix solutions to the deep-
rooted problems and structural weak-
ness of GOP," Kishor had said in his
tweet - which got sharp reactions
from party leaders.

CWC Meet On Oct 16 To Hold Talks Over New Congress Chief
On agenda will be, the
country's "current political
situation", "forthcoming
assembly elections", and
organisational elections, it
further read.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

India and China will hold
13th round of Corps
Commander talks on

Sunday, at Moldo on the
Chinese side, to resolve bor-
der dispute in Eastern
Ladakh.

Both the countries will
discuss phase-III of disen-
gagement and also overall
de-escalation along the Line
of Actual Control in Eastern
Ladakh.

The talks are scheduled
two months after both the
countries withdrew troops
from friction Patrolling Point
(PP) 17A in Gogra at the
Line of Actual Control in

Eastern Ladakh. The disen-
gagement process was car-
ried out over two days i.e.
August 4 and 5, 2021. The
troops of both sides are now
in their respective perma-
nent bases.

It happened soon after
twelfth round of talks
between the Corps
Commanders on July 31,
2021. As an outcome of the
meeting, both sides agreed
on disengagement in Gogra.
The troops in this area have
been in a face-off situation
since May last year.

With disengagement
reached between both the
countries for Gogra, India
will now take up other

remaining friction areas like
Hot Springs and 900 square
km Depsang plains during
13th round of military talks.

India has insisted during
recent military commander
meetings to resolve all issues
across the Line of Actual
Control.

Till now, apart from 12
round of Corps
Commanders-level talks, the
two forces have also held 10
Major Generals level, 55
Brigadiers-level talks and
1,450 calls over the hotlines.

Earlier, the troops of two
Himalayan giants have dis-
engaged from both the
banks of Pangong Tso in
February this year.

India, China to hold military talks on
Sunday to resolve border dispute

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Aiming to boost the trade and
energy sectors among oth-
ers, External Affairs Minister

S. Jaishankar will embark on a trip
to Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and
Armenia from October 10 to 13.

According to a statement issued
by the Foreign Ministry on
Saturday, Jaishankar's first stop is
Kyrgyzstan from October 10 to 11.

This will be Jaishankar's first
visit to the country as External
Affairs Minister. He will hold a
bilateral meeting with Foreign
Minister Ruslan Kazakbaev, apart
from calling on President Sadyr
Japarov, it said.

Some agreements and
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoU) are also expected to be
signed during the visit, the state-
ment. From October 11 to 12,
Jaishankar will be in Kazakhstan
to attend the 6th Ministerial

meeting of the Conference of
Interaction and Confidence

Building Measures in Asia (CICA)
in Nur-Sultan.

Kazakhstan is the current Chair
and initiator of the CICA Forum.

Jaishankar is also expected to
hold bilateral talks with the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister and call on the
Kazakh leadership.His last stop is
Armenia from October 12 to 13.

The statement said that this will
be the first ever-visit of an
External Affairs Minister of India
to independent Armenia. He will
have meetings with his Armenian
counterpart as well as call on the
Prime Minister and President of
the National Assembly. "The visit
will provide an opportunity for
reviewing the progress in our
bilateral ties with the three coun-
tries as well as share views on
developments in the region. It will
be a continuation of our
increased engagement with coun-
tries in our 'extended neighbour-
hood'," the Ministry statement
added.

Jaishankar to visit Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Armenia from October 10

BENGALURU | Agencies

The intelligence agen-
cies have alerted the
Karnataka govern-

ment after they tracked
satellite phone calls made
to foreign locations from
the coastal area and
Malnad region of the
state, sources said on
Saturday.

The phone calls are
being tracked to
Mudibidre, Mudipu
regions in Dakshina
Kannada, in dense forest
regions of Uttara Kannada
and another two locations
from Chikkamagaluru dis-
trict in the state.

As many as five phone
calls have been traced
since last week. After the
targeted killings in Jammu
and Kashmir, central
agencies have told
Karnataka authorities to

be vigilant about the new
developments.

Central agencies have
gathered information
about suspected anti-
national activities taking
place in coastal districts --
Dakshina Kannada,
Uttara Kannada, Udupi,
Chikkamaglur and
Shivamogga districts in
Malnad region of
Karnataka. The use of
satellite phones have
been detected by intelli-
gence agencies for a long
time.Use of satellite
phones has been tracked
for the third time in a year
in Karnataka. The issue
was raised in the assem-
bly and Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra gave
detailed answers that the
government is handling
the situation in coordina-
tion with central agencies
including Intelligence

Bureau (IB) and Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW).

Intelligence agencies
suspect if anti-national
forces are activating
sleeper cells in the state.
The phone calls being
made despite intelligence
agencies being on alert in
the state. The agencies are
tracking the sources.

Araga Jnanendra had
said on the floor of the
House that 476 calls made
through satellite phones
since 2020 have been
tracked to foreign loca-
tions.

After the Mumbai
attack in 2008, use of
satellite phones has been
banned by the Directorate
General of Shipping.
There were 256 instances
of satellite phone usage in
2020 and 220 this year in
the state, Aragra
Jnanendra said.

Satellite phone calls tracked
again, high alert in Karnataka

SRINAGAR|Agencies

An organisation of
Kashmiri Pandits said on
Saturday that the target-

ed killings of minorities in
Jammu and Kashmir is part of
a terror plan to prevent them
from returning to the Valley.

Satish Mahaldar, chairman
of reconciliation, return and
rehabilitation of migrants, said
in a statement on Saturday,
"Recent killings of minority
civilians in Kashmir is part of a
well planned terror action plot,
at the core of which is to drive
out remaining minorities in the
Valley and create fear psychosis
so that no one can return.

"On 2nd October 2021,
when the whole world was
observing non-violence day on
Gandhi Jayanti, a temple was
desecrated in Jammu and

Kashmir's Anantnag district
namely Bargheshekha
Bhagwati Mata Temple in the
Mattan area of the south
Kashmir district. "On October
5, Makhan Lal Bindroo was
shot dead by terrorists as he sat
in his shop in Srinagar's Iqbal
Park, an area dotted with police
and paramilitary installations.
He was in love with Kashmir.

"He never wanted to leave
Kashmir even when we urged
him to leave. He would often
say: "I will give my life, but I
won't leave". "Bindroos were
also among the Kashmiri
Pandit families who had cho-
sen to stay on in the Valley

even after targeted killings had
forced a mass migration of the
community in 1990s.

"A terrorist group called The
Resistance Front claimed
responsibility for the killings of
Bindroo and claimed he was
"posing as a medical profes-
sional" and "conducting secret
seminars" backed by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
after serving Kashmiri people
for nearly 32 years. "Terrorists
shot dead principal and
teacher in a Srinagar school
after separating Muslim and
non-Muslim teachers."Another
deceased was identified as
Virendra Paswan, a native of
Bhagalpur district of Bihar who
was residing in Alamgari Bazar,
Zadibal. "He was a street ven-
dor by profession who used to
sell bhelpuri in Hawal area of
Srinagar. 

Kashmiri Pandits say killings a terror
plan to prevent their return home
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India and Denmark on Saturday inked four
agreements and decided to expand cooperation
in "Green strategic partnership for the Green

Transition".
In his statement, after the bilateral talks with his

Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen on Saturday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that last year
both the countries took a historic step to establish a
'Green Strategic Partnership' which has been a fine
example of our far reaching approach towards the
environment.

"This partnership is an example of how by collec-
tive effort and through technology, we can work for
green growth while preserving the environment.
Today we also reviewed the progress made under
this partnership, and reiterated our commitment to
increasing cooperation on climate change in the
times to come," he said.

Noting that Denmark has become a member of
the International Solar Alliance, he further said that
it was a new dimension in India-Denmark partner-
ship. He also said that both countries took a deci-
sion today to expand the scope of cooperation,
adding new dimensions to it and initiated a new

partnership in the field of health."In order to
increase the agricultural productivity and income
of farmers in India, we have also decided to cooper-
ate in agriculture related technology. Under this,

work will be done on the technologies of many
areas like food safety, cold chain, food processing,
fertilizers, fisheries, aquaculture, we will also coop-
erate in areas such as Smart Water Resource
Management, 'Waste to Best', and efficient supply
chains," Modi further said adding that a new part-
nership in the health sector has also initiated.

Prime Minister Modi also said that they held in-
depth and useful discussions with his Danish coun-
terpart on many regional and global issues and
expressed his gratitude to Denmark for the strong
support which India has been receiving from them
at various international fora. In future also, our two
countries with democratic values, belief in rules
based order, will continue to work with each other
with similar strong cooperation and coordination,
he added.

Modi also expressed his gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to host the next India-Nordic Summit, and
for inviting him to visit Denmark.

Thanking PM Modi for accepting her invitation
to visit Denmark, Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said that he was an inspiration for the
rest of the world for setting an ambitious target to
provide clean water for over one million house-
holds and renewable energy.

India, Denmark ink 4 agreements, bat for green growth
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CRUISE RAVE PARTY RAID 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a sensational revelation, the
Nationalist Congress Party on
Saturday claimed that the Narcotics

Control Bureau (NCB) released 3
detainees including a kin of a senior
BJP leader and termed the ship rave
party raid as "a pre-planned conspira-
cy".

Addressing media-persons, NCP
National Spokesperson and Minority
Affairs Minister Nawab Malik said that a
total of 11 persons were detained after
the swoop on the ship (October 2),
including Aryan Khan, the son of
Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh Khan.

"Later, that night 3 persons were
allowed to go by the NCB officials. They
are Rishabh Sachdev, the nephew of a
BJP leader Mohit Bharatiya (formerly,
Kamboj), Amir Furniturewala and
Pratik Gabha. The NCB must reply why
they were released from detention,"
Malik demanded.

Elaborating further, he said that
Aryan Khan had been invited to the
ship party by the trio of Sachdev,
Furniturewala and Gabha.

"However, after detaining 11 persons,
the same three persons who had
brought Aryan Khan to the party were
allowed to go. This proves that the
entire fraudulent raid on the ship was a
pre-planned conspiracy to lure and
trap high-profile individuals," Malik
said.

The NCP leader further said that sev-
eral BJP leaders from New Delhi and
Maharashtra made frantic calls to the
NCB Zonal Director Sameer Wankhede
for the release of the three detainees,

and they were allowed to go late last
Saturday (October 2).

"Who were the persons calling up the
NCB that night and why? The
Maharashtra and Mumbai police must
probe the call detail records (CDR) data
of Wankhede plus Sachdev,
Furniturewala and Gabha," Malik said.

Revealing another aspect, the
Maharashtra Minister said that a BJP
leader and a so-called 'private detec-
tive' Kiran P Gosavi had signed on two
'panchnamas' giving different address-
es of Thane and Navi Mumbai.

"Moreover, while one 'panchnama' of
4-pages was handwritten by a NCB offi-
cial Satish Kumar, the other 9-page
'panchnama' was typed by Ashish R
Prasad and was a computer printout.
How did this happen?" Malik ques-
tioned.

He pointed out that normally, the
'panchas' are said to be prominent or
respectable persons, but in this case,
the NCB got at least 2 politicians -
Manish Bhanushali and Gosavi - the
latter wanted by the Pune Police.

Reacting to Malik's revelation, Shiv
Sena leader Kishore Tiwari, accorded a
MoS status, said that the series of devel-
opments unmasked so far indicate that
the NCB has become a 'Team B of BJP'

"I reiterate the Maharashtra Police
should immediately arrest Sameer
Wankhede for flouting all norms to
conduct such bogus operations involv-
ing famous personalities to remain in
media glare and divert attention from
the drug seizure at Mundra Port,"
Tiwari demanded.

Congress State Spokesperson Sachin
Sawant called for action under Section

59 of the NDPS Act  who were involved
in the cruise ship raids, how a relative
of a BJP leader was released from
detention, how BJP activists like Gosavi
and Bhanushali were involved in the
raids and then taken as 'independent
witnesses.'

"The series of unearthing through

documentary and video evidence sug-
gests a big conspiracy and a collusion
between BJP and NCB gets established.
The MVA government must probe the
entire plot," Sawant demanded.

Responding, the BJP Leader of
Opposition (Council) Pravin Darekar
dismissed the NCP's allegations saying
it was intended to seek publicity and
arising out of frustration as Malik's son-
in-law was nabbed by the NCB in a
drug case.Threatening to make more
revelations in the coming days, Malik
reiterated that the entire ship raid was
'fake' and a planned conspiracy to trap
some prominent youngsters, get huge
publicity, defame Bollywood and dis-
credit the Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress
MVA government.

HOW NCB RELEASED 3 DETAINEES,
RAVE PARTY RAIDS PRE-PLANNED: NCP 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) on Saturday said it had
detained a total of 14 persons in

the rave party raid on a cruise ship but
6 were let off as no incriminating evi-

dence was found against them, while
dismissing all allegations against the
agency as 'baseless, prejudiced and
motivated.'

Responding to the contentions
raised by Nationalist Congress Party
spokesperson and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik, NCB Deputy
Director-General Gyaneshwar Singh
said all the 14 were served notice
under Section 67 of NDPS Act, exam-
ined thoroughly and their statements
also recorded.

"There 8 persons (including Aryan
Khan) were arrested and remaining 6
were let off. However, in the course of
investigation they can be associated if
need arises as per law," Singh stated.

Referring to Malik's allegation of

involvement of two Bharatiya Janata
Party activists in the raid, the NCB
head said as operations are conducted
on realtime basis, "field verification" of
independent witnesses is not possible
as the main focus is recovering contra-
band.

"A total of 9 independent witnesses
were involved in the whole operation
and Manish Bhanushali and KP
Gosavi were among them. None of the
independent witnesses, including the
2 names above, were known to NCB
before 02/10/2021," Singh said.

Replying to Malik's charges that 3
persons were allowed to go late night
of October 2, by the NCB, Singh added
that since high-profile people were
detained, all were rushed into the
safety of the NCB office to avoid the
crowd and the media glare, but none
of them were ill-treated in any man-
ner.

On the questions raised pertaining
to the 'panchnamas', the NCB head
said these are made on the respective
spots so the place, timing, situation
and resources may differ, but they are
part of the court records and will be
included in the charge-sheet in future,
and also open to scrutiny at appropri-
ate fora.

Currently, the NCB is interrogating
the 18 accused arrested and remand-
ed to custody for various periods, and
based on their revelations, the NCB
carried out 6 follow-up seizures and
arrests.

Earlier on Saturday afternoon, Malik
made sensational revelations accusing
the NCB of releasing 3 detainees,

including the kin of a BJP leader,
though they had invited Aryan Khan
to the party, and termed the entire
NCB operations as "a pre-planned
conspiracy."

He named the trio Rishabh Sachdev,
the nephew of a BJP leader Mohit
Bharatiya (formerly, Kamboj), Amir
Furniturewala and Pratik Gaba, and
demanded the NCB to answer at
whose behest they were released from
detention.

The NCP leader claimed that sever-
al BJP leaders from New Delhi and
Maharashtra made frantic calls to the
NCB Zonal Director Sameer
Wankhede for the release of the three
detainees, and raised questions on the
'panchnamas' signed by Bhanushali
and Gosavi post-raids, the latter want-
ed by Pune Police.

"Who were the persons calling up
the NCB that night and why? The
Maharashtra and Mumbai police must
probe the call detail records (CDR)
data of Wankhede plus Sachdev,
Furniturewala and Gaba," Malik said.

Meanwhile, Mohit Bharatiya rub-
bished all allegations against his kin
(Sachdev), said that he is not a BJP
office-bearer since long and ques-
tioned the NCP leader's motives
behind hurling the charges without
any evidence.

The BJP Leader of Opposition
(Council) Pravin Darekar dismissed
the NCP's allegations saying it was
intended to seek publicity and arising
out of frustration as Malik's son-in-law
was nabbed by the NCB in a drug
case.

NCB says 14 detained but didn't
know the 'witnesses' before raid

SINDHUDURG | Agencies

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray inaugu-
rated the new greenfield

Chipi Airport, putting the pristine
coastal Konkan region on the nation-
al air-map, here on Saturday.

Present on the occasion were
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia in New Delhi,
MSME Minister Narayan Rane,
Minister of State for Social Justice
Ramdas Athawale, Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar and other digni-
taries.

The inauguration was preceded by
the maiden Mumbai-Chipi Alliance
Air commercial flight making a
smooth landing amid loud cheers
and music, bringing a host of VVIPs
for the event. More than two years
ago, then Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and former Civil Aviation
Minister Suresh Prabhu had inaugu-
rated the new terminal building and
other facilities at the Greenfield

Airport as flights under the UDAN
scheme were expected to be
launched from there.

After overcoming a series of delays
the Chipi Airport - first in the Konkan
- was finally ready at a cost of around
Rs 520 crore under DBFOT and
launched operations from Saturday.

Aviation circles said that most seats
are booked till Diwali on various
flights connecting Sindhudurg with
Mumbai, Pune, Aurangabad, Nashik,

Nagpur and gradually other cities.
With a runway length-breadth of

2,500 metres X 45 metres, which can
be extended by another 1,000 metres,
the airport can manage up to 400 pas-
sengers or two flights per hour with
an estimated annual capacity over a
million passengers.

The airport can handle aircraft like
A-320 and B-737 and give a huge fillip
to tourism in Konkan, renowned for
its magnificent coastline, dazzling

beaches, big and small rivers, creeks,
abundant greenery and natural beau-
ty, ancient temples, sea and land
forts, a rich cultural heritage, unique
lifestyle and major historical land-
marks.

Built by the IRB Sindhudurg
Airport Pvt Ltd, a SPV, the
Maharashtra Industrial Development
Corporation was the nodal agency to
facilitate and supervise the entire
project.

The Chipi Airport will also create
more opportunities for the regional
economy as the state government has
announced plans to develop the
coastal region as a major tourist and
business-cum-leisure travel hub,
hoping to convert 'Konkan to
California.'

Initially scheduled to operate intra-
state flights, later the Chipi Airport
would offer inter-state connectivity to
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
etc, with a target for over two-dozen
daily services in five years, according
to Scindia.

CM Thackeray inaugurates Chipi Airport, catapults Konkan on air-map
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A20-year-old woman
was allegedly raped by
some robbers on board

the Lucknow-Mumbai
Pushpak Express train
between Igatpuri and Kasara
railway stations in
Maharashtra on the Central
Railway route, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The incident occurred late
night on Friday and the
Mumbai Government
Railway Police (GRP) has

arrested four persons in this
connection, he said. Quaiser
Khalid, Mumbai GRP's Police
Commissioner, said the
alleged crime was committed
when the express train was
traversing the ghat section.
Giving information about the
incident and the action taken
by the police, Khalid said in a
tweet, "The accused boarded
Lucknow-Mumbai Pushpak
Express at Igatpuri
(Aurangabad Railway dis-
trict) in sleeper bogie D-2
and started committing the
crime through the Ghat area
during the night." When the
train reached Kasara, passen-
gers called out for help.  We
are collecting all evidences.
The accused are being ques-
tioned by our team. We are
checking their previous
records," he said in another
tweet.Deputy Commissioner
of Police and a team of the

crime branch are investigat-
ing the offence, he said,
adding that the accused had
stolen property worth Rs
96,390, mostly mobile
phones, from the train pas-
sengers. Police have so far
recovered property worth Rs
34,200 from them, he
said.The Mumbai GRP has
registered an offence against
the accused under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sections
395 (dacoity), 397 (robbery or
dacoity), 376(D) (gang rape),
354 (assault or use of crimi-
nal force to any woman,
intending to outrage her
modesty), 354(B) (assault or
use of criminal force to any
woman or abetment of such
act with the intention of dis-
robing or compelling her to
be naked), and also under
the Railways Act at Kalyan
railway police station on
Saturday, Khalid added.

Woman gang-raped on board Mumbai-bound
Pushpak Express, four held

Quaiser Khalid,
Mumbai GRP's Police
Commissioner, said
the alleged crime was
committed when the
express train was tra-
versing the ghat 
section.
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As part of the Golden Jubilee of
Liberation of Bangladesh being cele-
brated this year, Maharashtra Governor

Bhagat Singh Koshyari on Saturday released
the Marathi translation of the memoirs of the
neighbouring country's founder-father,
'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The volume, "The Unfinished Memoirs"
(2012), penned by the Father of Bangladesh, is
translated from Bengali into Marathi "Apurna
Atmakatha" by writer and editor Aparna
Velankar, and published by Anand Limaye.

The translation project was undertaken at
the behest of the Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission in Mumbai to mark the Birth
Centenary of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman being
celebrated along with the 50 years of the liber-
ation of the country. The legendary
Bangabandhu's daughter, Sheikh Hasina, 74,
is the current Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

On the momentous double-occasion, the
Governor felicitated several Indian war veter-
ans who had taken part in the freedom war of
Bangladesh in 1971, including Admiral
(retired) Vishnu M Bhagwat, Lt. Gen. KS Brar
and Commander Ashok Batra.

Bangladesh Deputy High Commissioner in
Mumbai M Lutfor Rahman, Deputy High
Commissioner in New Delhi M Nural Islam,
All India Association of Industries (AIAI)
President Vijay Kalantri and other dignitaries
were also present.

'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's memoirs now in Marathi

RAVE PARTY CASE: NCB RAIDS

BOLLYWOOD PRODUCER IMTIYAZ KHATRI
Mumbai:Continuing its swoop

on Bollywood, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) conducted
raids on the home and office of
Bollywood producer Imtiyaz
Khatri in connection with the rave
party operation of October 2, offi-
cials said here on Saturday. The
raids which started early on
Saturday in Bandra, followed the
revelation of Khatri's alleged
involvement during the interrogation of some of the
accused persons arrested earlier by the NCB. Khatri's name
had also cropped up during the investigations into the
death of Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Rajput last year for
allegedly supplying drugs to him and other film personali-
ties. The latest action - details of which are not available -
came in the ongoing probe into the rave party busted
aboard the luxury ship Cordelia Cruise last Saturday
(October 2) when the NCB apprehended 8 persons includ-
ing Aryan Khan, son of Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh
Khan, sparking of a huge sensation.
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IPO-bound edtech major
Byju's has temporarily halt-
ed advertisements featur-

ing its brand ambassador and
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan, as his son Aryan
Khan undergoes a drug bust
probe by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB).

Reliable Sources told IANS
on Saturday that Byju's has
stopped all ads featuring Shah
Rukh Khan, apparently after
social media users criticised
the edtech company for
endorsing ads featuring the
actor, who has been the Byju's
brand ambassador since 2017.
When reached, a spokesper-

son for Byju's declined to
comment on the matter. Byju's
is on an acquisition spree this
year. Overall, it has acquired
nine businesses this year. The
edtech giant is also exploring
an initial public offering (IPO)
which could value the compa-
ny at around $40 billion-$45
billion.Shah Rukh Khan has
over 42 million followers on
Twitter and 26.5 million fol-
lowers on Facebook-owned

Instagram.The criticism came
in the wake of arrests after a
high-drama rave party raid on
Cordelia Cruise ship during
the Mumbai-Goa voyage by
the NCB on October 2.In a
major setback for Shah Rukh's
son Aryan, a Mumbai court on
Friday rejected his bail plea,
and of two others who were
among the 8
arrested.Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate R.M.
Nerlikar rejected the bail
applications of Aryan, Arbaaz
Merchant, and Munmun
Dhamecha, on grounds of
"maintainability", upholding
the contentions of the legal
team of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB).

Aryan drug case: Byju's temporarily
halts ads featuring SRK

VIRAL VIDEO SHOWS GAURI KHAN SOBBING

AFTER COURT DENIES BAIL TO ARYAN

Mumbai: It must have been
one of the most heartbreaking
moments for Gauri Khan, wife
of superstar Shah Rukh Khan,
when she learnt on Friday,
October 8, her birthday, that
the bail plea of her son Aryan
Khan had been rejected by a
Mumbai court.In a video that
has gone viral, Gauri is seen
crying inconsolably outside the
court.Aryan, along with Arbaaz
Merchant and Munmun Dhamecha, was detained and even-
tually arrested by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) for
allegedly organising a rave party on a luxury cruise ship.Gauri
Khan is seen in the video coming out of the Mumbai court
where Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate RM Nerlikar
had rejected the bail plea. She entered her car and broke
down into tears. Obviously, the realisation that her son would
have to spend the entire weekend in the notorious Arthur
Road Central Jail, as opposed to staying in the custody of the
NCB, must have sunk in.Aryan's lawyer, Satish Maneshinde,
can only file a bail plea on Monday in the sessions court. Until
then, the accused will have to stay in jail.
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Rajya Sabha MP and Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut
on Friday issued a legal

notice to the BJP state
President Chandrakant Patil
for his alleged defamatory

comment linking him and his
wife, Varsha to the PMC Bank
scam. "I have issued a legal
notice to Chandrakantdada
Patil for his defamatory, base-
less and bogus comments
against me and my wife. If
Chandrakant dada doesn't
give an unconditional apolo-
gy. I will be taking further legal
action and move the hon-
ourable court," tweeted
Raut.Raut also attached a copy
of the notice with his
tweet."The statement made by
you in you open letter/reply,
claiming the wife of our client
Varsha S Raut, has received an
amount of Rs 50,00,000 out of
the PMC bank scam is unwar-
ranted," said Shiv Sena
leader's advocate Vikrant
Sabne in the notice.

Raut Sends Defamation Notice
To Maharashtra BJP Chief

"I have issued a legal
notice to
Chandrakantdada
Patil for his defama-
tory, baseless and
bogus comments
against me and my
wife," Rajya Sabha
MP and Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut
tweeted.
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Maharashtra on Saturday, October 2, recorded 2,696
fresh COVID-19 cases, taking the number of active
cases to 35,955. Besides, 49 COVID-19 deaths were

reported in the day, taking the number of total fatalities to
1,39,166.

3,062 patients were discharged in the day, taking the tally to
63,77,954. The recovery rate in the state is 97.27%. The case
fatality rate in the state is 2.12%.

Currently, 2,47,006 people are in home quarantine and
1,370 people are in institutional quarantine.

The Mumbai circle--which consists of MCGM, Thane, TMC,
Navi Mumbai, KDMC, Ulhasnagar MC, Bhivandi Nijampur
MC, Mira Bhayandar MC, Palghar, Vasai Virar MC, Raigad,
Panvel MC--recorded 890 new cases.

The Nashik circle--which consists of Nashik, Nashik MC,
Malegaon MC, Ahmednagar, Ahmednagar MC, Dhule, Dhule
MC, Jalgaon, Jalgaon MC, Nandurbar--reported 563 fresh
COVID-19 cases. The Pune circle--which includes Pune, PMC,
PCMC, Solapur, Solapur MC, Satara--recorded 895 new cases.
The Kolhapur circle--which includes Kolhapur, Kolhapur MC,
Sangli, Sangli MC, Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri-- reported 200 new
cases.

The Aurangabad circle--which consists of Aurangabad,

Aurangabad MC, Jalna, Hingoli, Parbhani, Parbhani MC--
reported 34 fresh cases.

The Latur circle--which consists of Latur, Latur MC,
Osmanabad, Beed, Nanded, Nanded MC--recorded 97 fresh
cases. The Akola circle--which includes Akola, Akola MC,
Amaravati, Amaravati MC, Yawatmal, Buldhana, Washim--
recorded 5 fresh cases.

Nagpur circle--which includes Nagpur, Nagpur MC,
Wardha, Bhandara, Gondia, Chandrapur, Chandrapur MC,
Gadchiroli --reported 12 fresh cases.

Maharashtra records 2,696 new cases, 49 deaths, 3,062 
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The fifth Tribal Literature Festival concluded
on Saturday at Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya Bhopal. On this occa-

sion Padmasree Haldhar Nag gave his deliberation
in his own language that is Sambalpuri, though it
is not a constitutional language but he is very
proud of it and create a lot of literature in his own
language. While narrating the tribal culture of his
region he receite a song of Nuakhai
festival.Nuakhai, an important social festival of
western odisha. It is celebrated to welcome the
new crop of the season. First produce is offer to
their land of goddess. While celebrating the festival
Sambalpuri dance dalkhai is performed. While
reciting the song he said a clear picture about their
society, culture, tradition, lifestyle can be very well
expressed in the from of their songs, dances, musi-
cal instruments, rituals etc. Chief guest of the clos-
ing ceremony Mukesh Mishra, Director,
Dantopant Thegdi, Research Institute, Bhopal said
that there is a wealth of esoteric literature in tribe
origin stories. There is a great need for research in
this. Tribal literature can be enriched by bringing
forth gems like Haldhar Nag. Today, in the face of
the current challenges in the country, the respon-
sibility of tribal youth writers and creators has

increased. They should come forward to create
such literature which can strengthen national
unity. In the first session Laxman Singh Markam of
Jabalpur on the topic of Tribal Language and
Literature Contemplation of Young Tribal Writers
said that there is a need for dialogue between
other language-literature from the knowledge-tra-
dition inherent in tribal and regional language,
only then will we be able to understand each
other's culture and sensibilities. There is a need to
bring to the fore the literature of tribal language,
culture and traditional knowledge by translating it
into Hindi, English and other Indian and foreign
languages. Laxminarayan Payodhi, Bhopal said on

the contribution of young tribal writers that litera-
ture, whether spoken or written, is contained in
the language itself. The language used in practice
never disappears, Ghotul is not a word, it is a cul-
tural stream. The spoken language of the Gondi
language is quite rich. Naveen Nandwana, Udaipur
while mentioning all the young creators and their
works said that Guru Parampara is present in the
tribal society and there is a long queue of new
writers, they need encouragement. Mannalal
Rawat, Udaipur told the story of Dal Kalaman and
songs based on Guru and Bhil tribe 'jay
guroo''apana maan hai, 'jay guroo' hai viraasat. jay
guroo jay guroo bolana, 'jay guroo' shiv siyaasat.,

main poonja bheel hoon, main itihaas badalata
hoon, main beer hoon, dheer hoon,. apane dharm
par gambheer hoon.. main mevaad raaj kaaj
bhaageedaar hoon, main hind ka diladaar hoon..
In the second session, Shyam Sundar Dubey, Hata
said on the presentation of the tribal oral tradition
- songs and stories and the origin of tribal (Gond,
Korku, Baiga) Oral tradition in tribal folk is memo-
ry based ethnic consciousness. All his rituals sur-
vive in the oral tradition.

Pro. Jagdish Bhai Bhoya, Basanda, Gujarat In
folk tales narrated in Konkana tribe Occasion of
birth: The story of Satimata, In the occasion of
marriage: Songs of Khanderao, At the time of
death: The story of Salwan Mansingh, When the
paddy is brought to the house: Kankari read the
story. Along with this, Krishna Juganu, Udaipur
said Tribal culture is a culture of collectivism. Even
if you dance here, there is collectiveness in every-
one from the festival to the rituals and rituals.
Tribal community worships nature in its various
forms. The methods of worship may be different,
but their faith in nature is one, this is the greatest
example of unity in diversity. The program was
conducted by Sudhir Srivastava and at the end of
the program, the program coordinator Rakesh
Bhatt, assistant curator proposed the vote of
thanks.

Tribals have always fought for their lands: Nag
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that just as
good work has been done for the

welfare of street vendors in the state
under PM Swanidhi Yojana, similarly
Madhya Pradesh can present an exam-
ple by connecting educated youths with
various employment schemes. For this,
a new scheme should be made which
may work to realise the entrepreneurial
spirit of the educated youth along with
being a better option than the govern-
ment jobs. It will also be beneficial for
the economy. Chouhan was discussing
the schemes of the Department of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in
Mantralaya on Saturday.

There is no dearth of talent among
the youths, their confidence is to be
awakened

Chouhan said that there is no dearth

of talent among educated youths. They
have to be saved from despair by instill-
ing hope and faith in their mind.
Government jobs are not the only solu-
tion. Youths will move on a new path
through loans and grants for setting up
small and micro units. For this, focus on
the task by setting goals. At present, the
benefits of various employment
schemes are taken by the very rich or
established people and the real needy
are relatively left behind. Chouhan said
that a target should be set to benefit 2
thousand youths in each of the district.
This will encourage young entrepre-
neurs to come forward. Every year the
task of connecting about one lakh
youths with employment through vari-
ous projects will become easier. The
youths who want to set up their business
or small scale industries will also be
freed from the compulsion of taking
loans from moneylenders. The possibili-

ties of work in the service sector, MSME
sector can be realised.

Chouhan said that Prime Minister
Shri Modi has given a call to benefit the
youths under Mudra Yojana. At present,
an amount of Rs 8 thousand 905 crore
has been provided to more than 14 lakh
people of the state. The beneficiary gets
interest subsidy assistance in three cate-
gories Shishu, Kishor and Tarun. Under
the scheme, interest subsidy is given on
loan amounting to Rs. 50 thousand to
Rs. 10 lakh. Chouhan told the need to
intensify efforts with the coordination of
banks to speed up the implementation
of this scheme in the state. Along with
this, joint efforts should be made for the
welfare of street vendors through PM
Swanidhi Yojana, providing funds to
self-help groups and for benefitting
more and more educated youth through
the new scheme.

It was informed in the meeting that
about 5 lakh youths have been benefit-
ted under self-employment and entre-
preneur scheme in the state. 3.25 lakh
youths have benefitted from the
Mukhyamantri Swarozgar Yojana alone.
It was informed that preparations are
being made for a one-month outreach
programme from October 15 regarding
the Mudra scheme. Minister of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises Om
Prakash Sakhlecha attended the meet-
ing virtually. Chief Secretary Iqbal Singh
Bains and officers were present.

MADHYA PRADESH WILL BE MADE AN EXAMPLE BY

GIVING EMPLOYMENT TO EDUCATED YOUTHS: CM  

CM PLANTS
ALMOND SAPLING

Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted an almond sapling
in the Smart City Garden
today. Chouhan is planting
saplings every day as per his
resolve. Today, at the time
of planting of sapling, for-
mer janpad president of
Katthiwada of Alirajpur dis-
trict Bhaddu Pachaya was
also with him. Almond is a
dry fruit, which is the seed
of the fruit of the tree. The
almond tree bears pink and
white fragrant flowers. It
grows more in mountain-
ous areas. In Asia, it occurs
in greater numbers in Iran-
Iraq. Almonds being rich in
fiber aid in the digestion.
Almonds are useful in the
treatment of high blood
pressure, constipation and
heart diseases. It is rich in
potassium, magnesium, cal-
cium and vitamin E.
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While reviewing the
implementation of
various irrigation

projects, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
given instructions to
ensure that farmers and
villagers are benefitted
with timely completion of
the projects. Work fast to
achieve the target of maxi-
mum use of Narmada
water by the year 2024.

Chouhan was address-
ing the 71st meeting of

Narmada Control Board at
Mantralaya today. Chief
Minister said that shortage
of funds will not come in
the way of implementation
of the projects. He
obtained information
about works related to
Chhaigaon Makhan Lift
Irrigation Project, Alirajpur
Lift Irrigation Project,
Bistan Lift Irrigation
Project, Chhipaner Micro
Lift Irrigation Project,
Group Micro Irrigation
Project, (Amba Rodia,
Balakwara, Chondi

Jamanya and Simrol
Ambachandan)
Dhimarkheda Micro Lift
Irrigation Project and
Halon Project. Additional
Chief Secretary ICP
Keshari informed that the
work of Chhipaner and
Dhimarkheda projects will
be completed by June
2022.

Chief Secretary i Iqbal
Singh Bains, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister
Manish Rastogi and other
officers were present in the
meeting.

Complete irrigation projects
on time and ensure providing
benefit to the citizens: CM 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan gave
instructions in the meeting of Narmada
Control Board to ensure that farmers and
villagers are benefitted with timely com-
pletion of the projects
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C
hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
briefed the Department of Culture on the
preparations being made for the Madhya

Pradesh Foundation Day celebrations. In a
meeting held in Mantralaya on Saturday,
Chouhan, directed that the State's Foundation
Day celebrations should be held at Lal Parade
Ground with 50 percent attendance under
Covid Protocol. The theme of the programmes
should be centred on Madhya Pradesh and on
the contribution of citizens in the making of
Atmanirbhar Madhya Pradesh. The events
should be grand and entertaining, should give a
message and everyone should feel a sense of
affiliation with the programmes. For this pur-

pose, a three-day programme should be out-
lined.Chouhan also directed drama perform-
ances on girl child education, industrialization
and other subjects. Chouhan said that exhibi-
tions should not only be held in Bhopal but
should also be extended to the districts. Citizens
should feel proud on foundation day pro-
grammes.

Chouhan said that participation of other
departments should also be ensured in the
Foundation Day programmes. He also directed
that people who have done outstanding work in
various fields, including those who have made
significant contribution in vaccinations and
other woks of service during the Corona period,
should also be honoured. The event can also be
linked to the Foundation Day celebrations.

Chouhan said that the outline prepared on
performance by eminent singers of Mumbai
and the Lata Mangeshkar and Kishore Kumar
National awards on the Foundation day is com-
mendable. Chief Secretary Iqbal Singh Bains
highlighted the need to seek the cooperation of
Madhya Pradesh Madhyam team in the Light
and Sound show and other presentations on
Foundation day. Principal Secretary Culture
Shivshekhar Shukla briefed about the various
activities being carried out on the Foundation

CM  Chouhan briefed on preparations received in the meeting

Cultural programmes to be held on
the theme of Atmanirbhar Madhya
MP Foundation Day celebrations to be held at Lal Parade Ground with
Covid Protocol
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Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said

that 10 hours supply of
electricity should be
made available to the
farmers for irrigation. For
this, necessary arrange-
ments should be ensured
at each level. The state
government is committed

to provide electricity at
affordable rates in the
state. Solar energy is the
energy source of the
future, hence no stone
should be left unturned
in the installation of solar
power plants. Necessary
policy should be made to
encourage setting up of
plants up to one or two
MW. Chouhan issued
these instructions in a
meeting of the Energy
Department regarding
power supply for Rabi
crops held in Mantralaya. 

Chouhan has said that
every possible effort is
necessary to reduce the
dependence on coal in
power generation. Efforts
are necessary at all levels
to increase revenue. If we
ensure the supply of
quality electricity, it will
help in creating the

mindset of the common
man for regular payment
of electricity bills.
Expressing dissatisfaction
over the problem of dys-
functional or burnt trans-
formers, Chouhan direct-
ed to conduct a study of
the failure rate of trans-
formers.

Energy Minister
Pradyuman Singh Tomar
told the need for increase
in departmental staff.
Discussions were held in
the meeting regarding the
availability of flexi plan,
transformers and coal to
ensure power supply in
Rabi season. Discussion
on the possibility of shift-
ing the peak power
demand to the afternoon
shift in Rabi season was
also held, as the availabil-
ity of solar power is maxi-
mum in the afternoon.

CM Chouhan chairs Energy Department meeting

10-hour power supply must be
made available for irrigation: CM 

No stone should
be left unturned
in setting up
solar power
plants
Failure rate of
transformers
must be studied

GOVERNOR PAYS TOUCHING TRIBUTE
TO THE BRAVE MARTYRS

Bhopal:
Governor
Mangubhai Patel
visited Police
Training School
Pachmarhi on
Saturday. On this
occasion, Patel
paid touching
tribute to the
brave martyrs by
laying a wreath
at the Martyrs
Memorial locat-
ed at the Training School. He also visited the rest room,
dining room etc. of the Training School. Received
information from the police officers about the training
schedule of the newly recruited police personnel and
also observed the weapon practice demonstration.
Patel gave the message of environmental protection by
planting sapling in the Police Training School premis-
es. He planted a sapling of a special species of Jamun.
On this occasion, Inspector General of Police Deepika
Suri and in-charge Superintendent of Police Training
School Nimisha Pandey presented mementos and
saplings on behalf of Police Training School,
Pachmarhi.

Before the programme, Governor Patel prayed for
the happiness and prosperity of the people of the state
by offering worship at Bada Mahadev Temple in
Pachmarhi. Additional Superintendent of Police
Hoshangabad Awadhesh Pratap Singh, SDM Piparia
Nitin Tale and SDOP Shivendu Joshi were present.
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The southwest monsoon is expected to
depart completely in the next two to
three days from Madhya Pradesh, at

least 11 to 12 days beyond its usual withdraw-
al date of September 30, the Met department
said on Saturday even as the minimum or
morning temperature has started dipping in
the state signalling that the onset of winter is

not far.
The southwest monsoon withdrew from

large parts of MP on Saturday, a senior mete-
orologist said.

Though the minimum temperature has
started falling the maximum temperature in
MP has gradually started soaring due to the
clearing of the sky as the southwest monsoon
is retreating.

"The minimum temperature has fallen by
one to three degrees Celsius in the last two-
three days," PK Saha, a senior meteorologist
with the India Meteorological Department's
Bhopal office said.

He said the minimum temperature of
Bhopal fell to 21.6 degrees Celsius on

Saturday morning. It was 24 degrees Celsius
on October 5, he added.

The minimum temperature in Indore,
Gwalior and Jabalpur dipped to 22.6, 20.4 and
21.9 degrees Celsius, respectively, Saha said.

He said the lowest minimum temperature
of 19 degrees Celsius was recorded in Madhya
Pradesh at Mandla, Nawgaon in Chhatarpur
and Raisen district at 8.30 am on Saturday.

At the same time, the maximum or day
temperature in MP has started increasing. It
has soared by one to two degrees Celsius in
the central Indian state due to the clearing of
the sky as the southwest monsoon has with-
drawn from large parts of the state.

The maximum temperature of 37.4 degrees

Celsius was recorded in Gwalior at 5.30 PM
on Saturday. Saha said the monsoon is
expected to depart in the next two to three
days completely from MP.

The monsoon withdrawal line was passing
through Mandla, Hoshangabad and Indore on
Saturday, he added.

Saha said the southwest monsoon that
arrived in Madhya Pradesh on June 10, seven
days ahead of its schedule, is likely to depart
11 or 12 days beyond its usual withdrawal
date which is September 30.

The rainy season in the state has stretched
a bit longer this time as it normally begins on
the first day of June and ends on the last day
of September, he said.

Minimum temperature dips as southwest
monsoon departs from large parts in state

The southwest monsoon with-
drew from large parts of MP on
Saturday, a senior meteorologist
said.

CM PRESENTS LAPTOP TO
KUMARI UMA

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan presented
a laptop to Kumari Uma Meena, a student of Institute of
Excellence Bhopal, at her residence on Saturday. Uma had
requested Chief Minister to provide laptop in view of the
classes going from offline to online due to the Covid epi-
demic and use of modern equipment like laptop in the
study process. Accepting the request of Uma, Chouhan pre-
sented a laptop today. Uma is preparing for civil services
examination.

SO FAR 6 LAKH STUDENTS

ADMITTED
Bhopal: So far, 6 lakh students

have got admission in this aca-
demic session in 1301 government
and private colleges in the state.
75 per cent of the admissions have
been done in government col-
leges. In the last academic session,
5.64 lakh students had enrolled.
This year 7.78 lakh students had
registered in UG and PG. So far
7.10 lakh students have been veri-
fied. Higher Education Minister
Mohan Yadav has said that con-
stant efforts are being made to
increase GER in the state. It is a
matter of joy that a record 6 lakh
students have been admitted this
year. He said about 1 lakh stu-
dents are currently on the waiting
list. The department has extended
the date of submission of fees
from October 10 to October 14.
Mohan Yadav said that we will
endeavor to admit every student
as per the subject of his choice
and admissions will be given to
all. The Higher Education Minister
said that in the National
Education Policy, students will be
able to choose subjects as per
their trends.



JUSTIN BIEBER
ANNOUNCES 'COMPLETE
EDITION' OF 'JUSTICE'
WITH 3 NEW TRACKS
New York | Agencies

Justin Bieber is delighting fans with another
new release this week, reports
Billboard.com.On Wednesday, the

'Peaches' singer hopped on Twitter and his
Instagram Stories to tell fans that three new
tracks from his most recent album, 'Justice',
will arrive on Friday.Bieber took the simple

approach for his
announcement
and posted a
black-and-
white cover of
'Justice',
which he is
now refer-
ring to as
the "com-
plete edi-
tion" of
the album.
"3 unre-
leased
songs FRIDAY.

RED EYE, ANGELS SPEAK, HAILEY," the 27-year-old
wrote on his social media pages. 'Hailey' and 'Angels
Speak' appeared on the Japanese edition of Justice, while
'Red Eye' was included as a bonus track on his European
webstore alternate cover CD.The album expansion comes
six months after Bieber released the "triple chucks deluxe"
version of 'Justice', which featured six additional songs with
appearances from Tori Kelly, Jaden, Quavo, DaBaby and Lil
Uzi Vert. The original album came out March 19 and
debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200.The three new songs
will be available on all streaming platforms the same day
JB's documentary, 'Justin Bieber: Our World', arrives on
Amazon Prime.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actor Jeffrey Wright, who has been cast Gotham City Police
Commissioner James Gordon in Matt Reeves' 'The Batman'
which has 'Twilight' star Robert Pattonson make his debut as the

superhero, believes audiences will be impressed by the latter's take on
the character.Jeffrey told Entertainment Tonight: "Robert is gonna do
his thing, and we were working within a Matt Reeves vision, so you
know, Robert is doing what Robert does and it's gonna be pretty bad**
I think."The 'Westworld' actor explained that he and Pattinson forged
a bond on set to represent the dynamic between Batman and his ally
in the police force, reports femalefirst.co.uk.He said: "I loved working
with him, I love his take and his energy and the way that he kind of
brought different levels to different parts of the story. And we work off
of one another."I just tried to give him Gordon things, and he did his
Batman thing."Wright has also reprised his role as Felix Leiter in the 'James Bond' movie 'No Time To Die' and is pleased
to appear alongside Daniel Craig in his final film as 007.He explained: "I am glad to have been on this little journey. This
is the third one I have done, was there at the start when Daniel kicked it off, and I have just really enjoyed watching him
take on the responsibility of this thing and just kind of grow into it.

Los Angeles | Agencies

Kim Kardashian is scheduled to host Saturday
Night Live on October 9. This week she has
been seen attending rehearsals in New York

City as she prepares for the highly-anticipated spot. 
And TMZ has reported that the 40-year-old cul-

tural icon has sought help from comedy icons like
Dave Chappelle, Amy Schumer, and others, as she
gears up for the gig.

The media outlet stated that Chappelle, Schumer,
Ellen DeGeneres, Amy Wolf, and James Corden have
all been enlisted to support the reality TV star as she
dives into her new endeavor.The seasoned vets have
been giving the SKIMS founder tips regarding
comedic rhythm and what to include in the famous

opening monologue delivered by every host. 
Kim - who is hosting SNL for the first time - has

also reportedly received advice from ex Kanye West
about taking on the hosting role, as the rapper has

previously appeared on the show.  Ahead of Saturday's
live show NBC has rolled out a promotional snippet in

which Kim is joined by this weekend's musical guest
Halsey, and actress Cecily Strong, reports
dailymail.co.uk.
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Larsa Pippen

Jessica Chastain, Lupita Nyong'o, and Penélope
Cruz join forces in all-female spy flick The 355
Los Angeles | Agencies

Jessica Chastain leads a
star-packed cast of
women in the latest
trailer for the all-female
spy movie the 355. In a

new preview for the film
posted on Friday, Chastain's
character CIA agent Mason
'Mace' Brown recruits an
international team of agents

to recover a top-secret
weapon.

The group includes
German spy Marie (Diane
Kruger), former MI6 and
computer specialist Khadijah
(Lupita Nyong'o), Colombian
psychologist Graciela
(Penélope Cruz) and Lin Mi
Sheng (Fan
Bingbing).Explaining the ori-
gin of the group's name,

Mace starts the trailer saying:
'Remember that story that
they told us about in train-
ing? About George
Washington's first female spy
during the revolution?'

'They called her agent 355
because they didn't want the
world to know her real name,
but her legacy lives on,' she
continues.'We're the top
agents from around the

world - American, British,
German, Columbian,
Chinese,' Mace goes on,
while showing off her martial
arts skills.

Nyong'o's Khadijah adds:
'But now we have a common
enemy.'

'They can start World War
Three,' Mace warns. 'From a
simple reach of their key-

board.'

Getting
Advice

'WandaVision' spinoff starring
Kathryn Hahn in the works

Los Angeles | Agencies

Aspinoff of 'WandaVision' star-
ring Kathryn Hahn is in the
works at Disney Plus from

Marvel Studios.
Hahn would reprise the role of

Agatha Harkness in the series,
which is described by sources as a
dark comedy, though exact plot
details remain under wraps, reports
variety.com.

'WandaVision' head writer Jac
Schaeffer would serve as the writer
and executive producer on the proj-
ect. Should the spinoff go forward, it
would be the first project Schaeffer
has set up with Marvel since she
signed an overall deal with them and
20th Television in May.

As with all projects in development,
Marvel Studios has shared no details.

In 'WandaVision', Hahn started out
playing the role of Agnes, Wanda and

Vision's nosy neighbor,
before it was revealed she
was in fact Agatha, a power-
ful witch.

In the Marvel comics and
the series, Agatha is shown
to have survived the Salem
Witch Trials and is more
than a match for Wanda,
a.k.a. Scarlet Witch. When
viewers last saw her in the
finale of 'WandaVision',
Wanda traps Agatha in
Westview by using her
powers to force her revert
to her Agnes persona.

'WandaVision' aired
earlier this year from
January-March. The
show, the first live-action
Marvel series to debut on
Disney Plus, was met
with widespread acclaim
upon its debut.

KKiimm  KKaarrddaasshhiiaann  iiss  ''ggeettttiinngg
ccoommeeddyy  aaddvviiccee  ffrroomm  DDaavvee
CChhaappppeellllee,,  AAmmyy  SScchhuummeerr  aanndd
EElllleenn  DDeeGGeenneerreess''  iinn  pprreeppaarraa--
ttiioonn  ffoorr  SSNNLL  hhoossttiinngg  ggiigg

Jeffrey Wright praises
Robert Pattinson's
take on 'Batman'

CILLIAN MURPHY TO PLAY
'FATHER OF ATOMIC BOMB'
IN NOLAN'S 'OPPENHEIMER'

Los Angeles |
Agencies

'Peaky
Blinders' star
Cillian

Murphy will play J.
Robert
Oppenheimer, the
American physicist
whose role in run-
ning the Los Alamos
(Nevada) Laboratory
and involvement in
the Manhattan
Project has led him
to be dubbed the
"father of the atomic
bomb", reports
Variety.com

The upcoming
historical epic will be
directed by

Christopher Nolan, who has previously collaborated with
Murphy in 'Batman Begins' (where the actor memorably
essayed the role of Scarecrow), 'Inception' and 'Dunkirk'.

Universal Pictures, according to Variety.com, will make the
$100 million film after winning the rights in "a feverish bidding
war that also saw the likes of Paramount, Sony and Warner
Bros". The latter studio had released nearly every Nolan pic-
ture, the latest being 'Tenet', but their relationship grew
strained after the filmmaker criticised Warner Bros for releas-
ing its entire 2021 slate simultaneously in theatres and on HBO
Max because of the Covid-19 pandemic.

'Oppenheimer' is slated for a July 21, 2023 release across
North America.



Gold Coast|Agencies

All-rounder Tahlia McGrath's unbeaten 42 off
33 balls helped Australia defeat India by four
wickets in a hard-fought second T20I at the

Metricon Stadium on Saturday. The win also
helped Australia take an unassailable 9-5 lead in
the ongoing multi-format series.

After posting just 118/9 in 20 overs, thanks to an
unbeaten 37 from Pooja Vastrakar, India did well
with the ball to reduce Australia to 94/6 in 16.4
overs. But Tahila's crucial knock, laced with six
boundaries, ensured Australia held their nerve and
chase the total with five balls to spare.

Chasing 119, the hosts received an early jolt
when Alyssa Healy (4) was bowled on the second
ball of the innings by Shikha Pandey. Post power-
play, India bagged three big wickets of Meg
Lanning (15), Ashleigh Gardner (1) and Ellyse Perry
(2) to leave Australia reeling at 46/4 in 9.1 overs.

Tahlia stitched a partnership of 25 with Beth
Mooney (34) before the latter was stumped in the
144th over, becoming left-arm spinner Rajeshwari

Gayakwad's third wicket of the match. Three overs
later, Rajeshwari had Nicola Carey (7) dismissed in

the same manner to keep India in the hunt of an
unlikely win.Earlier, Australia rocked India in the
power-play, taking three wickets while conceding
just 25 runs. TaylaVlaeminck removed Smriti
Mandhana (1), caught at mid-wicket in the opening
over. In her next over, Tayla had Shafali Verma (3)
top-edging to mid-on. Left-arm spinner Sophie
Molineux had Jemimah Rodrigues (7) caught at
mid-on in the final over of power-play.

Harmanpreet Kaur (28) tried to keep the score-
board moving. The Indian skipper's dismissal
resulted in a slide with India in tatters at 81/9 in 17
overs.India was in serious danger of getting out for
a total below 100. But Pooja quashed those con-
cerns with an unbeaten cameo of 37. 
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Dubai | Agencies

With the group stage
done and dusted on
Friday, the focus in
IPL 2021 now shifts to
the quest for a new

champion of the tournament since
2018. The first of four steps to finding
a new IPL champion will start with
the experienced Chennai Super
Kings taking on an enthusiastic Delhi
Capitals in the Qualifier 1 at the
Dubai International Stadium on
Sunday.

Both Chennai and Delhi will be
itching to take the shortest path to
the final. The team which wins on
Sunday goes straight into the final on
October 15 in Dubai. The team which
loses will get another chance in mak-
ing the final when it faces the winner
of the eliminator match between
Royal Challengers Bangalore and
Kolkata Knight Riders in Qualifier 2
on Wednesday.

Delhi were the table-toppers in the
league stage with 20 points while
Chennai was the second-best side
with 18 points. This will be the
eleventh time Chennai find them-
selves in the playoffs but they will be
concerned about entering the last-
four stage with three losses on the

bounce. They will be wary of Delhi,
who got the better of them in both
group matches this year. But the
thing which favour Chennai is the
personnel in their ranks who have
been there and done those countless
times even if some of them are facing
questions with regards to their form.

Delhi, on the other hand, contin-
ued their impressive show from India
to UAE to make a hat-trick of entering

playoffs since their rebranding. But
th'y won't be pleased with how things
panned out in their final league
match against Royal Challengers
Bangalore. Failing to capitalize on a
great start in the first ten overs with
bat, sloppy effort in the field, and a
last-ball six by KS Bharat must have
caused some reality check in the
dressing room.

The IPL 2020 runners-up will be

having happy memories of playing
against Chennai in Dubai when
Kagis' Rabada's flick through fine leg
sealed the deal for them in a low-
scoring chase in the last over. Dubai
is also a venue that has been kind to
Delhi, where they have won two
matches chasing apart from losin'
Friday's match while defending. For
Chennai, Dubai has been a rough
stretch. Apart from their win while
defending against Mumbai Indians,
they have lost while doing the same
against Delhi and Punjab Kings.

In terms of fitness, Delhi will be
hoping to have Marcus Stoinis in the
eleven. But that depends on his
recovery from a hamstring issue that
kept him out of a majority of the
league stage in the UAE. For
Chennai, it remains to be seen if
Suresh Raina' who hasn't been in the
best of form, has made enough
progress from a left knee niggle to
take back his spot in the playing
eleven from Robin Uthappa.

Delhi have beaten Chennai in their
last four meetings. But when they last
met in a playoff match in 2011,
Chennai won and gave a knockout
punch to Delhi. Expect Rishabh Pant
and Co. to be wary of MS Dhoni 'nd
his team's big-match temperament.

Experienced Chennai take on
enthusiastic Delhi in Qualifier 1

I-LEAGUE

Delhi FC rout Corbett
FC 5-1 in qualifiers

IPL 2021

Bengaluru | Agencies

Delhi FC produced a
late surge of goals to
thrash Corbett FC 5-1

in a Group B encounter in
the 2021 I-League Qualifiers
at the Bangalore Football
Stadium, here on Saturday.

With the pouring rain pro-
viding the setting here, Delhi
FC adapted to the difficult
playing conditions to assert
their dominance over the
club from Uttarakhand. The
side from the capital over-
came a one-goal deficit to
take all three points from the
match.Corbett FC produced
a gritty performance to con-

tain Delhi FC for the first 45
minutes of the match.
However, the Rudrapur-
based club could not keep a
lid on Delhi FC for much
longer, as they conceded the
equaliser in first-half stop-
page time. Delhi FC showed
their fantastic attacking
attributes at the death, scor-
ing four goals in the final 15
minutes plus added time in
the second half.

Corbett FC struck the first
blow of the game in the 12th
minute from a rapid counter-
attack. Both teams came out
after the half-time break will-
ing to take the fight to the
opposition. The first moment

of quality came in the 75th
minute from a free-kick won
by Anwar Ali, who was
brought down as he set off on
a marauding run with the
ball.

Delhi FC captain Anwar Ali
rounded off the score with
another free-kick over 30
yards from goal, a knuckle-
ball kick that dipped and
swerved in the air before
finding the back of the net.

With this commanding
victory, Delhi FC sit at the top
of Group B, with one foot in
the final round. The def'at
ended Corbett FC's hopes of
qualifying for the I-League
with one game still to go.

SUB-JUNIOR NATIONALS

Team Absolute|Bhopal

SAI- Academy, SGPC Hockey
Academy, Vadipatti Raja
Hockey Academy, and

Madhya Pradesh Hockey
Academy earned victories in their
respective matches on day six of
the 1st Hockey India Sub Junior
Men Academy National
Championship 2021 here in
Bhopal.SAI-Academy sealed the
top spot in Pool E and a place in
the quarter-finals with a comfort-
able 2-0 win against
Markandeshwar Hockey
Academy in the first match of the
sixth day. Almaaz Khan (24', 58')
of SAI-Academy scored a brace of
goals.In Pool F, SGPC Hockey

Academy registered a compre-
hensive 7-0 win against Malwa
Hockey Academy, Hanumangarh
to advance to the quarter-finals of
the tournament. Ajaypal Singh (9',
11', 18') bagged a fine hat-trick,
while Kamaljeet Singh (40', 41')

scored two goals in what was their
team's second win of the tourna-
ment. Joban Singh (43') and
Ranjodh Singh (56') also con-
tributed a goal each for SGPC
Hockey Academy.In Pool H,
Vadipatti Raja Hockey Academy

edged out Jai Bharat Hockey
Academy 2-1 in a thriller to reach
the quarter-finals of the inaugural
edition of the tournament. Sahil
Gure S (33') and Ritik Pal (50')
scored a goal each, in what was
Vadipatti Raja Hockey Academy's
come-from-behind win against
Jai Bharat Hockey Academy, who
had taken a lead in the 30th
minute through a goal from
AnshDangi.In the final group
stage match of the tournament,
Madhya Pradesh Hockey
Academy eased past Tamil Nadu
Hockey Academy with a dominat-
ing 7-0 win to finish on the top of
Pool G. Thokchom Thonglen (13',
21'), and Sourabh Dande (40', 42')
starred with two goals each, while

Arham Zamir Ansari (19'), Raja
Bhaiya Kori (20') and Sami
Rizwan (32') chipped in with one
goal each to help their team
Madhya Pradesh Hockey
Academy seal a place in the quar-
ter-finals, which start from
Sunday.

Quarter-finals line-up:
QF 1: Roundglass Punjab

Hockey Club Academy vs SAI-
Academy; QF 2: Raja Karan
Hockey Academy vs SGPC
Hockey Academy; QF 3: Odisha
Naval Tata Hockey High-
Performance Centre vs Vadipatti
Raja Hockey Academy; QF 4:
Olympian Vivek Singh Hockey
Academy vs Madhya Pradesh
Hockey Academy.

Queensland |Agencies

Cricket 'legend' and all-rounder
Ellyse Perry on Saturday etched
her name in the record books

after she surpassed Alex Blackwell to
become Australia's most capped female
player across all formats.

The 30-year-old broke Blackwell's
record of 251 appearances for the
Australian national women's team after
she took the field against India Women
for the second of three T20I games at the
Carrara Oval.

It is Perry's 252nd match across all
formats since making her debut in 2007.
Alyssa Healy is currently on third place
with 207 appearances while Meg
Lanning occupies the fourth spot with
205 matches.

During the recently concluded four-
day pink-ball Test, Perry had become
the first Australian woman to take 300

international wickets.
The all-rounder is also the first

woman with the double of 5000 runs
and 300 wickets in international cricket.

In her 14-year-long career, Perry has
earned 9 Test caps, 118 ODI caps, and a
whopping 124 T20I caps, which is most
by an Australian female cricketer.

Ellyse Perry becomes most capped
woman cricketer for Australia

McGrath stars as Australia win second
T20I against India, clinch series

Berlin | Agencies

Thomas Muller's late
decider helped
Germany bounce back

to beat Romania 2-1 on
home soil in Group J of FIFA
World Cup European qualifi-
cation. The hosts thought
they had the golden chance
to break the deadlock with a
penalty in the early stage, but
the referee overturned his
original decision after
reviewing Andrei Burca's
tackle on Timo Werner inside
the box.Romania scored first
with only nine minutes gone
on Friday evening, when
IanisHagi danced through
Germany's defence before
hammering the ball past
Marc-Andre terStegen.
Germany pressed frenetically

for an equaliser, while
Romania kept all their men
behind the ball.

Romania couldn't hold the
pace while Germany pressed
relentlessly and turned things
around in the 82nd minute
when Muller poked home
Joshua Kimmich's flicked on

a corner to make it 2-1.
With six wins from seven

games, Germany tops Group
J with 18 points followed by
North Macedonia (12 points),
Armenia (12 points),
Romania (10 points), Iceland
(5 points) and Lichtenstein (1
point).

GERMANY RALLIES TO BEAT ROMANIA IN
FIFA WORLD CUP EUROPEAN QUALIFIER

London |Agencies

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) has
given 'conditional' approval

to the Ashes tour later this year,
putting to rest speculation
around the five-Test series which
had cornered headlines in the
past fortnight.

Several England cricketers had
expressed reservations about the
stringent quarantine rules in
Australia and the uncertainty

over whether their families would
be able to travel with them on the
11-week-long tour.

Captain Joe Root was among
those who had voiced his con-
cern over the extreme quarantine
measures put in place for touring
parties. The ECB said in a state-
ment on Saturday that, "Over
recent weeks we have made
excellent progress in moving for-
ward on the England Men's
Ashes Tour. To facilitate further
progress and allow a squad to be
selected, the ECB Board has met
today (October 9) and given its
approval for the tour to go ahead.
This decision is subject to several
critical conditions being met
before we travel.The first Test will
be held in Brisbane and begin on
December 8.

ECB GIVES CONDITIONAL
APPROVAL TO ASHES TOUR

Brief scores
India 118/9 in 20 overs (Pooja Vastrakar 37 not out,
Harmanpreet Kaur 28, Sophie Molineux 2/11,
TaylaVlaeminck 2/18) lost to Australia 119/6 in
19.1 overs (Tahlia McGrath 42 not out, Beth
Mooney 34, Rajeshwari Gayakwad 3/21,
Harmanpreet Kaur 1/9) by four wickets.

MURRAY ADVANCES TO
ALCARAZ SHOWDOWN
AT INDIAN WELLS
Indian Wells: Former
world No. 1 Andy Murray of
Great Britain eliminated
tricky Frenchman Adrian
Mannarino 6-3, 6-2 to
reach the second round of
the BNP Paribas Open
here. The Scot will next
play Spain's Carlos Alcaraz,
the US Open quarterfinalist
this year, for a spot in the
third round.

Murray was the talk of
social media in recent days,
as he enlisted the fans' help in finding his missing tennis
shoes and wedding ring. After retrieving the items, the 34-
year-old returned his attention to the tournament, where he
beat his lefty opponent in one hour and 24 minutes.

The three-time major champion did not face a break
point until the last point of the match. Mannarino often
proves a difficult customer with his flat groundstrokes, but
Murray never appeared out of his comfort zone.

SOHA BAGS FOURTH TITLE
OF THE SEASON AT AITA
WOMEN'S TENNIS EVENT
Bengaluru: Soha Sadiq came
back from a set down to beat
Akanksha Nitture of
Maharashtra in the final as
she bagged her third singles
crown of the season at the
AITA women's tennis tourna-
ment played under the aegis
of KSLTA here on Saturday.

The top seed from
Karnataka beat Akanksha 4-6,
6-3, 6-1 to end the tourna-
ment with a fine double.
Overall, this was Soha's fourth title of the season as she and
Akanksha had won the doubles crown on Friday.

After heavy rains had delayed the start, the 23-year-old
Soha went on to win five games on the trot to take the first
set, according to information reaching here.

The second set saw both the rivals fight hard for each
point until the sixth game with the scores being level. It was
then that Soha stepped up on the gas and closed out the set
at 6-3.Soha, after a 2-1 lead, broke Akanksha's serve in the
fourth game of the decider. 

SAI Academy, MP Hockey Academy reach quarters



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Filmmaker Vipul Amrutlal Shah, the pro-
ducer of the upcoming film 'Sanak -
Hope Under Siege', says the star of the

film Vidyut Jammwal has quite an interesting
approach in preparing for the acting
sequence of every film that he works in.

Vipul who also worked with Vidyut earlier
said, "Vidyut always prepares differently for
every film that we have done together. He has

many ideas and he is
constantly working, even when

we are not shooting or even when the films
are not planned. He is working round the year
on new ideas to make the action of his next
film to go to the next level."

The film also features Bengali superstar
Rukmini Maitra, Chandan Roy Sanyal and
Neha Dhupia among others.

For 'Sanak', both Vidyut and Vipul wanted
the action to look different and never-seen-
before in Hindi cinema."Vidyut is one person
I have met who is never satisfied with whatev-
er we have done or achieved. So when we
were planning 'Sanak', he said, 'Sir we have to

go ahead of Commando and we will go ahead
of it.' When I saw what he had prepared for
'Sanak' with the team of Andy Long
(Hollywood stunt choreographer) I was
quite amazed. Director Kanishk Varma
had a very beautiful and clear idea on
how he wanted the action sequences to
look on screen, so as a team they
created something which was
absolutely fantastic, fascinating
and next level. So that is
something I am always sur-
prised with what Vidyut
brings on the table,"
Vipul shared.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

'Manike Mage Hithe' singer Yohani Diloka De Silva is going to be the
special guest on 'Navratri Special' during the 'Weekend Ka Vaar' of
'Bigg Boss 15'.Along with Yohani, a few others also grace the show

including Nikki Tamboli, Rakhi Sawant, Rahul Vaidya, Arjun Bijlani, Aastha Gill, Nia Sharma, and Karan
Patel.Yohani who is coming on the show for the first time is very excited: "It was a big experience and of

course meeting Salman Khan was just amazing," she
said.

Yohani talked about a few memorable moments with
Salman Khan: "There are two. First when I taught him
'Manike Mage Hithe' and second when I asked him if he
would sing the song and he said why not I will sing a few
lines."She added: "Bigg Boss' is a wonderful show and I
would love to be part of it anytime."Yohani's
song has been a huge success and
she is elated about it: "It's an
overwhelming experience. I am
so happy to get such a
response for this track."Rakhi
Sawant will also be seen
sharing some fun moments
with Salman Khan on the
stage. She will be seen
dressed as a gorilla.
Neha Bhasin will
also join the show as
a guest.

EVERY SHOT OF 'SARDAR UDHAM' IS
A TRIBUTE TO IRRFAN KHAN:
VICKY KAUSHAL
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Vicky Kaushal along with director Shoojit
Sircar will be seen as special guests on 'The
Kapil Sharma Show'. The director-actor duo

came to the sets to promote their new film 'Sardar
Udham', in
which Vicky
Kaushal plays the tit-
ular character that was
once set to be visualised on
Irrfan Khan. The actor in the
show proclaimed himself to
be a fan of late actor Irrfan
Khan.In conversation
with the guests, Archana
Puran Singh talked
about how the protago-
nist is a tough role to
play and on top of it
Irrfan Khan had been
chosen to portray the
role at first. Vicky
Kaushal added that he
loved the late actor a
lot.

"Ma'am actually, I
am a big fan of Irrfan
sir. I feel he's one of the
finest actors in the
world," he said, adding: "I
feel that nobody can fit in
his shoes, because not only
the size but the quality of the
shoe itself is unique."

Talking about 'Sardar Udham',
he said, "Every shot, every take
of this film, is a tribute to Irrfan
sir."'The Kapil Sharma Show' airs
on Sony Entertainment
Television.
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Actress Rashmika Mandanna,
who is receiving a positive
response for the first look of

her upcoming first multilingual pan-
India film 'Pushpa', says she has got
a chance to explore a different side

of her as a performer.The first look
of the poster features a never-
seen-before raw and rustic avatar

of Rashmika wearing a yellow
saree and holding a bunch

of flowers.
Expressing her grati-

tude for the love she has got from her fans and audiences,
Rashmika said, "It is so gratifying to receive such heart-warm-
ing compliments for my first look of 'Pushpa'. I was at first

nervous and excited, but I'm really glad and thankful for all the
love the audiences have showered on 'Pushpa'."She added: "It

is my first multi-lingual pan-India movie and I believe that it
has given me an opportunity to explore a different side of

me as an actress. It's going to help me establish yet
another milestone and I can't wait for my fans and

audiences to see me bring alive the character of
Srivalli, who is the soul of the film."Apart from

'Pushpa', Rashmika also has two Bollywood
films lined up. These are 'Mission Majnu'

with Sidharth Malhotra and 'Good Bye',
which is in the pipeline, and features
Amitabh Bachchan.

'Pushpa' is directed by Telugu director
Sukumar and also features two multi-award-

winning actors Allu Arjun and Fahadh Faasil.
It is slated to release on December 21, 2021.
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Actor Ayushmann Khurrana
is all set to star in the action
genre with the upcoming

film 'Action Hero', which will be
directed by Anirudh Iyer.

Ayushmann said, "I'm thrilled
to be collaborating with Aanand
sir for the third time and I hope
our track record to entertain
audiences worldwide with dis-
ruptive scripts continues with
'Action Hero'."

He added: "I absolutely loved
the script of Action Hero instant-
ly. It's zany, it's fresh, it's disrup-
tive and it has all the trappings of
cinema that I have come to be
known for."

'Action Hero', directed by
Anirudh Iyer is a T-Series and a
Colour Yellow Production and is
produced by Aanand L Rai. The
film is also produced by Bhushan
Kumar and Krishan Kumar.

Bhushan Kumar, head honcho
of T-Series, said" "Ayushmann

perfectly fits the bill of the epony-
mous Action Hero in this film."

Speaking about the movie,
producer Aanand L Rai, said:
"While this is the first time that
we are exploring this genre, it is
the third time we will be collabo-
rating with Ayushmann on a film.
It's always a pleasure working
with him and I'm quite excited to
have the film go on floors."

The film will be shot in India
and UK.
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As the dance reality show 'Super Dancer 4' is coming to its finale 'Nachpan ka
Maha Mahotsav', Shilpa Shetty Kundra shares in detail about nurturing the tal-
ents and how her experience as an actor and a dancer blend into the decisions

she made as a judge on 'Super Dancer 4'.Nurturing talent on such a public platform can be
nerve wracking and what is the ultimate mantra to be a super dancer? Says Shilpa Shetty: "It

is a challenging task to be a judge of a kids' talent show for many reasons. But mainly
because a child is a mould that needs care and attention to get in shape, and it is a big

responsibility on our shoulders. There is no mantra to be a Super Dancer but to have an
honest approach towards the craft. As long as you are passionate about the art form and a

keen learner and not just in it for the sake of a competition." She further adds how her
experience as an actor and a dancer blend into the decisions she made as a judge:

"Dance and acting have a lot in common. In fact, the history of many dance forms roots
back to Natya Shastra. With both the performing arts, you try to tell a story, empathize

with the audience, and move them. Coming from a background where I have had a
chance to work with both the medium helps me evaluate a performance holisti-
cally and not just technically. Because a dance performance need not be tech-

nically perfect, it sure needs to communicate with you. These dance reality
shows help to bring out the talent from different parts of the country.
And she comments: "We are a country with a brewing young talent

spread across the states. This younger lot is simply waiting for
someone to tap into his or her reservoir of talent and

skill. A show like this helps in giving a person a
platform, a chance to grow, and it also

nurtures his gift.

Shilpa
Shetty on how

her experience of
dance, acting

helped her as a
judge on 'Super

Dancer 4'

'Pushpa' has
helped me
explore another
side of me:
Rashmika

'Action Hero' 
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TRENDING SRI LANKAN SINGER YOHANI
ENJOYS CROONING WITH SALMAN KHAN

Vipul Amrutlal Shah:
Vidyut always prepares
differently for every film
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