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Ellie Goulding: Acting brought out 
positive, energetic side of me...

EVERYONE HAS DEMOCRATIC

RIGHT TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS:

BJP ON PANCHJANYA ARTICLE
New Delhi: After the
RSS distanced itself
from Panchjanya's
article attacking soft-
ware company
Infosys for hurting
the country's eco-

nomic interest, the BJP on Sunday said
that everyone is entitled to express their
point of view in a democracy.BJP
national spokesperson Nalin Kohli said
that they (Panchjanya) put across a
point of view and everyone is entitled to
do so in a democracy. "After all we
cherish freedom of press," Kohli
added.Many in the BJP, however,
believe that the article has not gone
down well with the top leadership in
the union government and the party
organisation and that was the reason
behind RSS' quick clarification on the
article."The article sent a wrong mes-
sage and was not well received by the
party leadership and Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
already asked Infosys to fix the glitches
in Income Tax portal by September 15,"
a party insider said.

55  yyoouutthhss  ddrroowwnneedd
iinn  rriivveerr,,  sseeaarrcchh  
oonn  ffoorr  bbooddiieess
Nagpur: At least five youths from
Maharashtra's Yavatmal, who had
come to Nagpur on a pilgrimage,
drowned when they went for a swim in
the swollen Kanhan River on Sunday
morning, police officials said.

The youngsters, part of a 12-strong
group hailing from Digras town,
reached the state's second capital early
this morning and were planning to go
around, visiting and praying at various
mausoleums and shrines, including
attending the annual Urs celebrations
at the dargah of the revered Sufi saint
Tajuddin M. Badruddin Baba.

Following an alert by locals, the
police and SDRF teams were pressed
to hunt for their bodies and a case has
been registered by the local police sta-
tion.

The victims have been identified as:
Khawaja Baig, 19, Saptahin Sheikh, 20,
Syed Arbaz and Mohammed Abhuzar,
both 21, and Ayaz Baig, 22. Till the
evening, police said one body was
recovered and search is on for the
remaining victims.

KABUL| Agencies

Fighting has broken out
between the Taliban and
the Haqqani network over

power sharing in Afghanistan.
As per reports in local media,
Taliban co-founder Mullah
Baradar has been injured in the
firing by Haqqani network.
Panjshir Observer, an Afghan
daily reported that Baradar is
under medical treatment in
Pakistan.The Haqqani and
many other Taliban factions

simply do not accept
Haibatullah Akhundzada as
their leader, as per Michael
Rubin in 1945 website. That
delay also postponed Baradar's
efforts to become political
leader in Kabul. The delay may
signal a much greater crisis
within the Taliban, hence
Hameed's emergency trip, he
said. 'Now the spirit of the
Taliban is suppressed in the
Panjshir, their leaders are fight-
ing among themselves for
power. Mullah Baradar himself

was badly wounded and he was
taken to Pakistan for treatment',
tweeted Northern Alliance.'The
HQN has told Baradar to back
off as they won Kabul and have
dominant control of the Afghan
capital. Mullah Yaqoob is still in

Kandahar and there is utter
confusion over government for-
mation with ultra-conservative
traditional Taliban elements
who do not want to give up filial
ties with Al Qaeda coming to the
force', said a Kabul watcher.

Taliban and Haqqani leaders clash for
power, Mullah Barader injured in firing

KISAN MAHAPANCHAYAT DECIDES TO GO AGGRESSIVE ON FARM LAWS

CALLS FOR BHARAT BHANDH
TThhee  KKiissaann  MMaahhaappaanncchhaayyaatt  iinn  MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr  oonn  SSuunnddaayy,,  ttuurrnneedd  oouutt  ttoo  bbee  aa  mmaassssiivvee  sshhooww  ooff  ssttrreennggtthh  ooff  ffaarrmmeerr  uunniittyy  aass  oovveerr  330000  ffaarrmmeerr  uunniioonnss
ffrroomm  1155  ssttaatteess  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  aaeeggiiss  ooff  tthhee  SSaannyyuukktt  KKiissaann  MMoorrcchhaa  ((SSKKMM))  aanndd  rreeiitteerraatteedd  tthheeiirr  rreessoollvvee  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprrootteesstt..  TThhee

ffaarrmmeerrss  uunnaanniimmoouussllyy  ggaavvee  aa  ccaallll  ffoorr  ccoommpplleettee  BBhhaarraatt  BBaannddhh  oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277  iinn  pprrootteesstt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  tthhrreeee  ccoonntteennttiioouuss  ffaarrmm  llaawwss..

Team Absolute|Muzaffarnagar

32 farmer unions from
Punjab demanded that the
state government withdraw
cases against protestors by
September 8. If the cases are

not withdrawn, the farmers will hold
a bigger protest, the unions said.
"They (the Centre) said only a hand-
ful of farmers are protesting. Let
them see what a handful this is
today. Let us raise our voices so it
reaches the ears of those sitting in
Parliament," the speakers said. 

The farmer leaders said that the
Mahapanchayat will also prove that
the agitation has the support of 'all
castes, religions, states, classes,
small traders and all sections of the
society'.The SKM said in a state-

ment, "The Mahapanchayat today
will make the Modi and Yogi gov-
ernments realise the power of farm-
ers, farm labourers, and supporters
of the farm movement. The
Muzaffarnagar Mahapanchayat will
be the biggest ever in the last nine
months."Farmer leaders made it
amply clear that they would cam-
paign against the ruling BJP in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand Assembly
elections in 2022 if the governments
did not accept their demands. They
even threatened to continue their
agitation till 2024 when Lok Sabha
elections are due.They further said
that efforts would now be made to
strengthen the movement and
ensure that farmers have their own
government -- one that caters to
their interests.Rakesh Tikait, BKU

spokesperson, told reporters, "This
is the strength of farmers and how
long will the governments continue
to deny us our rights. The farmers
have come from several states on
their own and they are not here for
any political party."Tikait said that
India was now being put up for sale
and national assets were being sold
out to the private sector. He said that
the next meeting would be held in
Lucknow in support of the cane
farmers. The Rashtriya Lok Dal had
a marked political presence at the
Mahapanchayat. The district admin-
istration had denied permission to
the RLD to shower flower petals on
the participants. The Centre has so
far held over 10 rounds of talks with
the farmer unions to allay their con-
cerns with no major breakthrough.

THE MAHAPANCHAYAT
EVOKED A MASSIVE
RESPONSE FROM
FARMERS AND THEIR
SUPPORTERS AND THE
SPRAWLING GIC
GROUND WAS PACKED
TO CAPACITY SINCE
MORNING AND LARGE
CROWDS WERE SEEN
ON THE ROADS LEAD-
ING TO THE VENUE.

WHAT WAS SIGNIFI-
CANT IN SUNDAY'S
MAHAPANCHAYAT WAS
THE REMARKABLY
LARGE PRESENCE OF
WOMEN, MANY OF
WHOM ADDRESSED
FOR THE GATHERING.

THOUSANDS OF
FARMERS HAVE BEEN
PROTESTING AT THE
BORDERS OF DELHI
FOR THE PAST NINE
MONTHS SEEKING THE
REPEAL OF THE THREE
CONTENTIOUS FARM
LAWS WHICH THEY
APPREHEND WILL DO
AWAY WITH THE MSP
SYSTEM. 

FARMERS OUR OWN
FLESH AND BLOOD:
VARUN GANDHI 

Sharing a small video of a
crowd at

'kisan maha-
panchayat' in
Muzaffarnagar
on Twitter,
Varun Gandhi
said, "Lakhs of
farmers have gathered in protest
today, in Muzaffarnagar. They
are our own flesh and blood. We
need to start re-engaging with
them in a respectful manner:
understand their pain, their point
of view and work with them in
reaching common ground."

ALWAYS HAVE BEEN
READY TO TALK WITH
FARMERS: CENTRE
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: TThhee  CCeennttrraall  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  rreeiitteerraatteedd  iittss
ppoossiittiioonn  tthhaatt  iitt  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn
rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  ttaallkkss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerrss..  
UUnniioonn  II&&BB  MMiinniisstteerr  AAnnuurraagg
TThhaakkuurr''ss  ccoommmmeenntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggoovv--
eerrnnmmeenntt  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  rreeaaddyy
ttoo  ttaallkk  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerrss  ccaammee  iinn
wwaakkee  ooff  BBhhaarrttiiyyaa  KKiissaann  UUnniioonn
lleeaaddeerr  RRaakkeesshh  TTiikkaaiitt''ss  rreeppoorrtteedd
aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd
ooff  MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr  KKiissaann
MMaahhaappaanncchhaayyaatt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerrss
wwoouulldd  rruunn  aa  ccaammppaaiiggnn  aaggaaiinnsstt
PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii  ttoo
pprrootteesstt  tthhee  tthhrreeee  ffaarrmm  llaawwss..  TThhee
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  hhaass  rreeppeeaatteeddllyy
mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  iitt  hhaass  aallwwaayyss
bbeeeenn  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  ffaarrmm  llaawwss
wwiitthh  ffaarrmmeerrss..

Krishna Nagar
wins India's fifth
gold in Tokyo

TOKYO | Agencies

Krishna Nagar won
India's second gold
medal from the bad-

minton courts and fifth
overall, beating Hong Kong
China's Chu Man Kai in
three hard-fought games in
the final of the Men's
Singles SH6 class at the
Tokyo Paralympic Games
on Sunday.After Suhas
Yathiraj claimed silver in SL
4 in the morning, India's
hopes for another gold
medal from the badminton
courts at the Yoyogi
National Stadium depend-
ed on Nagar, the world No.
2 in his class, and the 22-
year-old from Jaipur did not
disappoint as he played a
superb aggressive game to
prevail over Chu 2-1 in 43
minutes.

After winning the first
game, Nagar, who took up
badminton in 2014 and
began playing seriously
three years later, defeated
Chu Man Kai 21-17, 16-21,

21-17 to win the match and
gold medal on Sunday.

This was India's fourth
medal in badminton at
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games after Pramod
Bhagat won gold in SL3 on
Saturday and Manoj Sarkar
won bronze in the same
class.On Sunday, Suhas
Yathiraj won a silver medal,
India's third in badminton
before Nagar added a gold
to the tally. 

This took
India's over-
all tally to
20 medals --
5 gold, eight
silver, and 6
bronze
medals.

Govt 'having fun' selling national

assets built by Nehru: Shiv Sena
Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a sharp attack on the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party at the
Centre, the Shiv Sena on Sunday

said that the 'long-term vision' of
the late Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru saved the country from the
current economic disaster it is reel-
ing under and the present govern-
ment is now enjoying selling the
national assets he created.

"The BJP government may have
differences with Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul or Priyanka, but why this
hatred for Nehru? The institutions
created by Nehru are being sold by
the present government to give a fil-
lip to the economy," said Sena MP
and Chief Spokesperson Sanjay
Raut.

His comments came over the
dropping of photos of India's first

Prime Minister Nehru and the
country's first Education Minister
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad from a
promotional released by the Union
Education Ministry's Indian Council
of Historical Research (ICHR) on
the 75th year celebrations of India's
Independence, sparking a row
recently.

Dwelling on Nehru's nation-
building legacy, Raut asserted that
"the government is now having fun

selling off the national assets creat-
ed by him, otherwise the country
would be starving, people would be
jobless and there would have anar-
chy".

"You should be forever indebted
to Nehru but instead, you have
wiped out his very role in the
Freedom Movement. Why so much
animosity towards Nehru. You must
reply to the country. Without the
contributions of Nehru and Azad,
the history of Indian Freedom
Movement "will never be com-
plete". Only those who cannot make
history consider it a bravado to
erase the history of others. Those
who kept far away from and never
participated in the Freedom
Struggle are now trying to keep out
one of the heroes of the
Independence Movement. This is
not proper," he said.

GANG CHEATING ARMY
VETERANS IN INSURANCE
FRAUD BUSTED
New Delhi: The Delhi Police have arrested a
gang of four economic offenders allegedly
involved in an insurance fraud case target-
ting veteran army officials.The group was
cheating the veterans in the name of facili-
tating release of outstanding insurance of
maturities and bonus. The fraudsters were
demanding money from their targetted per-
sons.According to the police, on target were
as many as 54 retired army officers, of which,
13 allegedly fell prey to the fraudsters and
together coughed crores of rupees.

Four arrested have been identified as Raj
Rajput (36), Prabhat Kumar (33), Ram
Naresh (52) and Ram Sagar (28). The group
was involved in various other cases of frauds
and have cheated people in several states,
Delhi police said.

Police said that more than 50 bank
accounts were analysed apart from verifica-
tion of all the available addresses of the
account holders and the phone numbers
used by the economic offenders.

BBooyy  ddiieess  ooff  NNiippaahh,,  CCeennttrraall
tteeaamm  ttoo  rreeaacchh  KKeerraallaa

Team Absolute
|Thiruvananthapuram

A12-year-old boy, who
was detected with
Nipah virus disease,

died in the early hours of
Sunday. The boy was from
Kozhikode and he breathed
his last at a private hospital.

The boy had recently
recovered from Covid and
was taken to the hospital
after the fever did not sub-
side. He was reportedly
admitted at the Kozhikode
Medical College and later
shifted to the private hospi-
tal on September 1. 

The Union Health
Ministry has deputed a
team of doctors and other
specialists to conduct a
detailed study on the dis-

ease and the surroundings.
Northern Kerala, including
Malappuram, Kozhikode,
and Kannur districts, are on
high alert.

The health department,
according to sources, has
put five immediate relatives
of the deceased boy, and 12
others who have interacted
with him, under observa-

tion.
The detection of Nipah

virus and subsequent
deaths in Kozhikode and
Malappuram districts of
Kerala has led to the revival
of World Health
Organisation's Nipah Drugs
Trial group which was led
by Dr. Soumya
Swaminathan.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Faiz Hameed, the head of Pakistans Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) agency, rushed to Kabul after a

clash between Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and
Haqqani-supported groups in which the Taliban co-
founder sustained injuries.Some Afghan factions
seek a more inclusive government and are not
enthusiastic about efforts to fight the Panjshiris.
The Taliban largely conquered Afghanistan on the
back of political deals rather than military victories
and are unenthusiastic about the losses they now

sustain in ground fighting in the valley and its
approaches.It is Hameed and the factions to which he
directly dictates that want to finish off Ahmad Massoud
and Amrullah Saleh, the two main leaders of the resist-
ance, as per Michael Rubin in 1945 website.

PAKISTANIS ARE 
IN CHARGE IN
AFGHANISTAN: SALEH
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former
Afghanistan Vice
President Amrullah Saleh
has said the Taliban are
being micro-managed by
Pakistan's notorious intel-
ligence agency, the ISI. "It
is the Pakistanis who are in
charge as effectively a colonial
power. But this is not going to
last because they and their
clients will not be able to erect a
functioning economy or create a
civil service," he added. "They
may have territorial control, but
as our history has shown, con-
trol of land does not necessarily
mean control over the people or
stability. And I do not see Taliban
having any idea about gover-
nance," he added.

ISI CHIEF RUSHED TO KABUL AFTER CLASH 
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BUREAUCRACY FRUSTRATES FINANCE
MINISTRY CLEANING EXERCISE

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Is the bureaucracy frustrating
and sabotaging a cleaning drive
in the Finance Ministry? The
issue has gained traction as a
former Secretary level officer

was in a quagmire due to his ques-
tionable relations with an advocate.

The incident had put a crucial
Finance Ministry Department in very
bad light.To put its house in order,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, assisted by the then
Minister of State, Anurag Thakur, took
an extensive course correction meas-
ure culminating in issuance of two
massive transfer orders transferring a
phenomenal 395 officers, right from
rank of Additional Secretary to Under
Secretary equivalent, in Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) in one go on July 15, 2021.

The three most important apex
organisations falling under the CBIC,
namely the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), the Directorate
General of GST Intelligence (DGGI),
and the Directorate General of
Vigilance were given the utmost

attention in this cleaning drive.
This can be fathomed by the fact

that no less than 65 officers were
transferred out from the DRI, 66 offi-
cers transferred from the DGGI, and
21 officers were transferred from the
Vigilance Directorate.

The DRI is prime agency for inves-
tigating and prevention of smuggling
at airports and custom ports, and the
DGGI the agency for investigating
and prevention of GST evasion and
GST frauds.Vigilance is the agency

which keeps watch on functioning of
these bodies. All three combined
form the backbone of the CBIC which
is responsible for safeguarding indi-
rect taxes revenue.The importance
attached by the Finance Minister to
these orders can be ascertained by
the fact that in these transfer order it
was specifically mentioned that all
the officers transferred out were to be
relieved immediately, latest by July
27, 2021.The transferred officers were
ordered to join their new place of

posting on or before August 10, and
not only this, the controlling officers
of these transferred officers were
ordered to submit a compliance
report to Ministry by August 20. The
transferred officers were barred from
representing against these transfer
orders.But the bureaucracy seems to
have found out a way out. For
instance, a Principal Commissioner,
appearing in order Number 82/2021,
has not been relieved in defiance of
orders of the Ministry.

The person was to be replaced by
another officer but no replacement is
given in the order.

The result is that this person is still
occupying the post from which he
has been transferred under express
orders of the Finance Minister.

Similarly, another senior person in
North Zone has also not been
relieved.Such accommodations have
caused much heartburn in the IRS
cadre. One officer on the condition of
anonymity said that such subterfuge
was not heard off in the department
and cadre till recently and transfer
orders were always issued on time
and were obeyed in letter and spirit.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Sonia Gandhi has been
the interim president of
the Congress since the

resignation of Rahul Gandhi
following the debacle in vari-
ous polls, but all the deci-
sions and meetings are tak-
ing place at Rahul Gandhi's
residence, which makes him
the de-facto party chief.

The Congress dissenting
group of 23, which wrote a
letter last year for visible and
effective leadership, point out
that the issues raised by them
remain the same as no for-
ward decisions have been
taken.Many of the letter writ-
ers were adjusted in different
committees of the party, but
they have not been involved
in the consultation processes.
This has further miffed the
group and sources within the
group say that the issue
remains the same.

Be it Chhattisgarh or
Punjab, the epicentre of the
meetings was 12, Tughlak
lane, the residence of Rahul
Gandhi.The two important
meetings happened there in

which T.S. Singhdeo and
Bhupesh Baghel were pres-
ent and later with Baghel also
the meetings were held at
Rahul's place only. These
events have made it clear that
the decision making in the
Congress is now confined to
Rahul Gandhi.The Punjab
issue was settled at Rahul
Gandhi's residence with
Navjot Singh Sidhu appoint-
ed as the party president in
the state. A meeting with
Sonia Gandhi took place
afterwards, but the decision
was taken at Rahul Gandhi's
residence which was backed
by Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra.After Sidhu attacked
the Congress leadership, the
reaction came from Manish
Tewari, a former Union min-
ister, who said that if they
utter a word they are being
named. He used a Urdu cou-
plet to describe the situation,
"hum aah bhi bharte hai tau,
ho jaate ha badnaam, wo
qatal bhi karte hain tau char-
cha nahi hote."Last year on
August 23, leaders including
Tewari wrote a letter to Sonia
Gandhi for a 'visible and
effective leadership and elec-
tions from the block to CWC
level which were still 
pending.

Congress' G-23 miffed as all
decisions taken by Rahul

Delhi Police nabs 4 drug peddlers,

seizes heroin worth Rs 5 crore
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi Police have
busted an interstate
drug syndicate operat-

ing in the national capital and
have arrested four persons
involved in drug trafficking
and recovered high quality
'heroin' worth Rs five crore
from their possession.

"With the arrest of drug
supplier Mohammad Alam
(38) from near Mandoli Jail,
and his 'source' Asha alias
Pasho alias Baji and drug ped-
dler Sunil (25) from Majnu Ka
Tila, the team of Narcotics
Cell, Crime Branch Delhi has
busted the supply chain of
interstate network of drug
traffickers operating from
Bareilly in neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi. They have
been supplying heroin clan-
destinely in Delhi for the last
several months," Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Crime, Narcotics), Chinmoy

Biswal said. A dedicated team
of Delhi police from the
Narcotics Cell of the Crime
Branch has been continuous-
ly developing information for
tackling and busting the drug
menace in Delhi with inter-
state supply chain of heroin,
especially from Bareilly and
Badayun in UP.  Alam was out
of jail in 2019 after serving a
full term as a convict in a
murder case. During his jail
term, he had met Ajeem, a
resident of Sunder Nagari and

Rahul, a resident of Majnu Ka
Tila, both of whom were cur-
rently out on a parole. Ajeem
had convinced Alam to join
the drug trade for easy
money. "Alam came with a
consignment of the contra-
band for selling it to a receiver.
The police team laid a trap on
the road in front of Mandoli
Jail on August 25 to arrest
him. About 500 gm heroin
was seized from his posses-
sion," a release quoting Biswal
added on Saturday.

RAHUL TO
VISIT J&K,
PRAY AT
VAISHNO
DEVI
New Delhi: Former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi is scheduled to to
make a two-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir from
September 9.Sources said
that he is likely to visit the
Vaishno Devi shrine and
meet party leaders in
Jammu. Gandhi had paid
obeisance at the Mata
Kheer Bhawani temple in
Ganderbal district during
his visit last month - his
first visit to the Valley since
the Centre abrogated
Article 370.He was in
Srinagar to attend the
wedding of the son of
Ghulam Ahmad Mir, the
state Congress chief.

AAP Haryana to take out 'Kisan Mazdoor Khet Bachao Yatra'
Chennai|Gurugram

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
said it is going to organise the
'Kisan Mazdoor Khet Bachao

Yatra' across Haryana to give voices
to the farmers who are agitating
against the three agricultural laws.

Under the leadership of Rajya
Sabha member and Haryana co-in-
charge Dr Sushil Gupta, this yatra
began from Rohtak on Sunday and
will culminate on September 13 at
Palwal. It will pass through all the 90
Assembly constituencies through a
route of more than 400 km in eight
days. MPs, MLAs and representa-
tives of district panchayats will also
accompany Gupta. 

Dr Sarika Verma, President of
AAP Badshahpur, said that for the
last 9 months, farmers have been
demanding the repeal of the three

"black" agricultural laws of the
Centre and are sitting on protests
around Delhi, leaving their homes
and fields, but the government has

not listened to them. 
"More than 600 farmers have also

been martyred during the agitation.
But the government is still not will-
ing to listen to them. We have given
martyr status to the farmers and
demanded pension to their widows,
job to one member of the family,"
she said. Mukesh Dagar, Gurugram
District President of AAP, informed
that more than 50,000 people will
participate during the yatra. 

"The main objective behind this
yatra is to make the local people
aware of these black laws. The
South Haryana rally will be held on
September 12-13. In Gurugram, it
will be held on Sunday, September
12."

Hyderabad|Agencies

Vice President M.
Venkaiah Naidu on
Sunday called for

improving the doctor-popu-
lation ratio in the country.

He also underlined the
need to improve the health-
care infrastructure and
increase the number of med-
ical colleges in the country.

Addressing the 11th
Annual Medical Teachers
Day Awards of the
Association of National
Board Accredited
Institutions (ANBAI) in
Hyderabad, Naidu noted that
in India, there is one doctor
for every 1,456 people, while
as per the recommendations
of the World Health
Organisation (WHO), the
doctor-population ratio
should be 1:1,000.

The Vice President called
for focusing on improving

healthcare infrastructure in
the rural areas, noting that
the Covid-19 pandemic has
"reminded us of our respon-
sibilities in this regard".

He also called for increas-
ing the number of medical
colleges. He said to improve
this ratio, the government is

making efforts to establish at
least one medical college in
every district headquarter.

He suggested that all
stakeholders in medical edu-
cation also play their role in
this regard, highlighting the
fact that a large number of
doctors prefer to render their

services in the urban areas as
compared to the rural areas.

Naidu said both medical
education and healthcare
should become affordable
for the common man, and
everyone connected with
this sector has a responsibili-
ty to ensure this.

Vice President calls for improving
doctor-population ratio

JNU set to reopen in
phases from Today

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) is
set reopen in a phased manner, wherein
the PhD and other students requiring

lab are allowed to come to the campus from
Monday.Initially, the campus will open with
50 per cent capacity.PhD scholars are being
allowed to come to the campus so that they
can complete their thesis within the stipulat-
ed deadline of December 31.

According to the JNU administration, stu-
dents with disabilities will also be allowed to
come to the university. The administration
has also decided to open the Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Central Library with 50 per cent

capacity. Meanwhile, the monsoon semester
classes and examinations will be conducted
online. The Delhi University (DU) is also
planning to start campus activities in a
phased manner. A high level meeting has
been held in the university regarding the
reopening of the campus.

Brahmin card: Vikas Dubey's wife
gets feelers to contest UP polls

Amita Verma | Lucknow

According to sources,
some political parties
are reaching out to

Richa Dubey, wife of slain
Vikas Dubey, to contest the
upcoming assembly elec-
tions.

A member of the Dubey
family who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, admitted
that leaders from at least
two parties had approached
Richa with the offer.

"The leaders said that
this was the only way in
which she could avenge the

suffering of the family and
ensure a safe future for her
two children. These parties
have assured her that their
workers will take care of her
campaign," the family
member said.

He said that Richa had
still not made up her mind

about entering politics.
"The family is being

pushed to the wall and this
seems to be the only
option," he added.

Incidentally, Richa had
contested the zila panchay-
at elections as a Samajwadi
Party candidate in 2015.
However, after the Bikru
massacre, the Samajwadi
Party denied that Richa was
their member.

Richa had told reporters
two months ago that her
family was being harassed
continuously and now they
do not wish to live any
longer.

"We request the chief
minister to grant us permis-
sion for euthanasia. No one
is paying heed to our griev-
ances. We are running short
of money and now I am
even unable to deposit my
children's school fees. I

have to run my house by
selling jewellery," she had
said.

Richa added that not
only this, the death certifi-
cate of her husband Vikas
Dubey, who was killed in a
police encounter, has not
been given to her even after
a year.

BSP MP Satish Chandra
Mishra has repeatedly stat-
ed in his 'Prabuddha Varg
Sammelans' (read Brahmin
Sammelans) that 'innocent
Brahmins' were targeted in
the Bikru case.

Though Mishra did not
comment on Vikas Dubey,
he used the example of
Bikru minor widow Khushi
Dubey to underline his
message. He said that the
BSP would provide legal aid
to Khushi who has been
languishing in jail since the
past one year.

AA  yyeeaarr  aafftteerr  tthhee
BBiikkrruu  mmaassssaaccrree  iinn
wwhhiicchh  eeiigghhtt  ppoolliiccee
ppeerrssoonnnneell  wweerree
aalllleeggeeddllyy  sshhoott  ddeeaadd
bbyy  ggaannggsstteerr  VViikkaass
DDuubbeeyy  aanndd  hhiiss  mmeenn
iinn  JJuullyy  22002200,,  tthhee  iinnccii--
ddeenntt  iiss  nnooww  ttuurrnniinngg
iinnttoo  ffooddddeerr  ffoorr
BBrraahhmmiinn  ppoolliittiiccss  iinn
UUttttaarr  PPrraaddeesshh..

Delhi University to get
new Vice-Chancellor soon

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi University (DU) will soon
get a new Vice-Chancellor as the
process for the selection has been

completed.
The names of more than a dozen candi-

dates have been discussed. Among them
the most prominent names include
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) Vice-
Chancellor (VC), M. Jagdish Kumar, Delhi
Technological University VC Yogesh Singh,
A.D.N. Bajpai and Sangeeta Mishra, etc.

Apart from the DU, Vice-Chancellors of
JNU, Banaras Hindu University, Central
University in Assam and Rajasthan, and
both central Sanskrit universities, includ-
ing the VCs of about a dozen universities,
are to be appointed.

The Union Education Ministry has com-
pleted the selection process for the VC
appointments in many universities across
the country. The names of the new VCs
will be announced after the President's
assent to the proposal of the Union
Education Ministry.
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Even as uncertainty continues
over reopening of schools  in the
state, the pediatric task force on

Sunday presented a list of standard
operating procedures (SoP) to be fol-
lowed while going back to physical
schools.In a virtual presentation
organised by the state Covid task
force and the state government, Dr
Suhas Prabhu the chairperson of the
paediatric task force said that stagger-
ing of school hours, school days,
lunch time will have to be done to
avoid crowding and distancing.
Setting up of health clinics in which
should be run by a trained school

staff or volunteer and should have
basic tools like thermometer, oxime-
ter, medicines and in case of a stu-
dent feeling sick should be referred to
the nearest dedicated centre.

Parents should not be worried that
their child will contract the infection
at school and in turn infect the entire
family and so these new school pro-
cedures have been drawn up "said Dr
Prabhu, while speaking at the 'Majha
Doctor' virtual seminar organised by
the Covid task force and state govern-
ment.He said that with reopening of
playgrounds, schools it is likely that
infection in the under 18 age group
will go up due to increased exposure
and lack of vaccination in this catego-

ry. "But that does not mean we can
keep them at home all time. This will
lead to other psychological issues
among them. The only way to keep
them safe is to mask up, keep social
distancing and sanitisation," said Dr
Prabhu.The expert panel has suggest-
ed that the teaching and nonteaching
staff should be fully vaccinated, even
de-crowding of school buses, vans
should be done by increasing more
pick up trips and even the bus drivers
and staff must be fully vaccinated. AC
buses should not be allowed and
even classrooms should be ventilated
and re-arranged to keep distance.

"A parent-teacher meeting should
be held before reopening of the

schools and at regular intervals to
explain to them all the procedures
and even answer all the doubts par-
ents may have," said Dr Prabhu.

He also said that teachers should
be advised to care for the psychologi-
cal health of students as well and in
the first few days of the schools
reopening stress should not be laid
only on academics.

"Teachers must be aware of the dif-
ferent backgrounds the students are
coming from. Some may have lost a
family member to Covid, parents of
some may have been jobless.

Dealing with the children in a sen-
sitive manner will be required," said
Dr Prabhu.  

TASK FORCE SUGGESTS SOPS FOR REOPENING OF SCHOOLS 
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Maharastra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Sunday
hit out at the opposition lead-
ers in the state asking for open-
ing of the religious places

which were closed after the state witnessed a
devastating second wave of Covid-19.

CM Thackeray said, "I request people not to
protest for reopening of temples and other
places. If you want to protest, protest against
Corona. Some people are in hurry to reopen
some establishments. I request them to wait
for some more time because we don't want to

open them and then close again if the situa-
tion gets worse.

The chief minister said even though the
second wave of COVID-19 is "under control",
there is a slight increase in the number of
daily cases in the last few days. "We have to
avoid crowding...have patience. We should
not be required to close the places which have
been opened up now," he said. Thackeray
said people should know that the "enemy is
yet not completely defeated...the thick tail is
still there."

"Cases of dengue and malaria are also
increasing but their symptoms are different
this time. Therefore, such patients must
undergo COVID-19 test," Thackeray said on
rising cases of infectious disease in the state.

Earlier, workers, senior leaders and former
ministers from the opposition BJP staged
protests in several cities in Maharashtra
against the MVA government's stand to not
reopen temples that remain shut due to
COVID-19 restrictions. At many places, social
distancing norms were not adhered to during
demonstrations, while an FIR was filed
against former minister Sudhir Mungantiwar
and party workers in Mumbai for violating
COVID-19 rules. 

Wait for some more time: CM
Thackeray on reopening of temples 

SSoommee  ppeeooppllee  aarree  iinn  hhuurrrryy  ttoo  rreeooppeenn  rreelliiggiioouuss  eessttaabblliisshhmmeennttss..  II
rreeqquueesstt  tthheemm  ttoo  wwaaiitt  ffoorr  ssoommee  mmoorree  ttiimmee  bbeeccaauussee  wwee  ddoonn''tt  wwaanntt

ttoo  ooppeenn  tthheemm  aanndd  tthheenn  cclloossee  aaggaaiinn  iiff  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ggeettss  wwoorrssee..
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Enhanced rainfall activity is set
to drench parts of Maharashtra
in the week to come, as heavy

rains have been forecast across the
state for the next five days. Several
districts will remain under an orange
alert in this period.

As per The Weather Channel's met
team, an offshore trough is likely to
persist off the coasts of Maharashtra
and Kerala in this period. Moreover,
the westerly winds coming in from
the Arabian Sea will bring in humidi-
ty not just over western, but also
parts of southern and central India in
this time frame.

Under the influence of these sys-
tems, fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated heavy to
very heavy falls are very likely over
the Maharashtrian subdivisions of
Konkan & Goa, Madhya Maharashtra
and Marathawada between this
Sunday and next Thursday,
September 5-9, the India

Meteorological Department (IMD)
has predicted.Within these subdivi-
sions, the IMD's regional met centre
in Mumbai has forecast isolated
heavy to very heavy rains over
Raigad, Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg,
Parbhani, Hingoli, Nanded, Latur,
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar, Ratnagiri,
Sindhudurg, Nasik, Pune, Kolhapur,
Satara, Aurangabad, Jalna, Akola,
Amravati

Pune, Kolhapur, Satara, Palghar,
Nasik, and Satara.

In view of the very heavy rains on
the horizon, all these districts will be
placed under an orange alert on the
above dates, with the advisory urging
residents to 'be prepared' for rough
conditions.Furthermore, isolated
extremely heavy falls are expected to
lash Raigad on Tuesday, and Palghar
and Nasik on Wednesday. A red
warning is likely to be issued over
these districts on those days, with the
advisory instructing the residents to
'take action' to keep themselves safe
from the extreme weather.

Meanwhile, a majority of the
remaining Maharashtrian districts
are expected to witness isolated
heavy rains and/or thunderstorms in
this forecast period. They will all be
under a yellow watch, which advises
people to 'be aware' of the local
weather situation.Mumbai, the state
capital, will be in for isolated heavy
rains on Sunday, Monday and
Thursday, with the occurrence of the
very heavy showers to remain
restricted between Wednesday and

Thursday.
The meteorological systems that

will bring these wet conditions over
Maharashtra will affect the neigh-
bouring state of Gujarat in the com-
ing week as well, bringing fairly wide-
spread to widespread showers along
with isolated heavy to very heavy falls
over the Gujarat state between
September 7-9.

Meanwhile, over the first three
months of the 2021 monsoon season,
Maharashtra has received 'normal'
rainfall. Between June 1 and
September 4, the state has recorded
seasonal precipitation worth 900.1
mm-about 4% higher than its long-
term average for this period.

Within the state, Marathwada is
the only subdivision to have regis-
tered 'excess' precipitation (660.2
mm, 23% higher than normal),
whereas Konkan & Goa (2936.8 mm),
Vidarbha (717.1 mm) and Madhya
Maharashtra (653.3 mm) have all wit-
nessed 'normal' rains as compared to
their respective long-term averages.

MONSOON ACTIVITY TO SPIKE OVER MAHARASHTRA; 
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Maharashtra on Saturday set a new record
in Covid-19 vaccine administration in the
state with 11.91 lakh beneficiaries getting

their jabs and Mumbai alone setting a record of
1.3 lakh inoculations in a single day.

State officials hailed the record number of vac-
cine administrations in Mumbai stating, 80 per
cent of eligible citizens of Municipal Corporation
of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) have taken at least
one dose of vaccination. "We are number one in
terms of percentage of vaccinations amongst
major cities of India," an official said.

"Around 30 per cent of eligible citizens have
taken both the dose of vaccines," they said, laud-
ing private hospitals for their participation in the
vaccination drive. Officials however warned peo-
ple to wear masks and urged them to take precau-
tions and help the state government avoid a third
wave.

Maharashtra administered the COVID-19 vac-
cine to 11.91 lakh beneficiaries, setting a new
record in singly-day vaccination in the state, an
official from the state public health department
said. Earlier on August 21, the state had adminis-
tered over 11.04 lakh doses in a single day. As per a
statement issued by the public health department,
11,91,921 people were vaccinated during the day,

pushing the total COVID-19 vaccination figure in
the state to 6.27 crore. The administration of
11,91,921 doses on Saturday is the figure recorded
till 7 pm. The vaccination drive continues in sever-
al parts till late night. The final figure will be out
tomorrow, said Dr Pradeep Vyas, additional chief
secretary of public health department.According

to the department, while Maharashtra stands sec-
ond in the country in terms of the total number of
vaccine doses administered after Uttar Pradesh,
the state still tops with respect to the number of
people who have taken both doses of vaccines. As
many as 1.71 crore people in Maharashtra have
received both the doses, the statement said.

80% of Adults in Mumbai Have Received At Least One Jab

VERY HEAVY RAINS TO LASH
MUMBAI, PUNE, KOLHAPUR 

BJP MLA demands apology from Javed

Akhtar for comparing RSS to Taliban
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ABharatiya Janata Party leader from
Maharashtra has demanded an apology
from celebrated poet Javed Akhtar for

having compared the Rashtriya Swayemsevak
Sangh to the Taliban.Ram Kadam, a member
of Maharashtra legislative assembly from
Ghatkopar West, took objection to a byte that
the poet-lyricist gave to TV channel. Akhtar
had said in the interview that all right-wing
groups across the world wanted the same
things."Like the Taliban want an Islamic State,
there are those who want a Hindu Rashtra.
These people are of the same mindset, be it
Muslim, Christian, Jews or Hindus," Akhtar, a
former Member of Parliament, had said.

Kadam said in a video that unless he apolo-
gised for his remarks, he and his supporters
would not allow any of his movies to get a
release in this "Ma Bharti" (motherland) until
he apologised with "folded hands to crores of
supporters and workers of the Sangh."

"The fact that he was able to say such things
without fear of reprisal shows how false they
truly are. Could he have made such state-

ments had the RSS been like the Taliban,"
Kadam said in videos he made in Marathi and
Hindi."This statement by Javed Akhtar is not
just shameful, but also painful and humiliat-
ing to crores of functionaries of the Sangh and
the Vishva Hindu Parishad and also crores of
people across the world that follow their ide-
ology," Kadam said in a video message that he
also shared on Twitter.  
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Maharashtra on Sunday, September 5,
recorded 4,057 fresh COVID-19 cases,
taking the number of active cases to

50,095. Besides, 67 COVID-19 deaths were
reported in the day, taking the number of total
fatalities to 1,37,774.5,916 patients were dis-
charged in the day, taking the tally to
62,94,767. The recovery rate in the state rose
to 97.05%. The case fatality rate in the state is
2.12%.Currently, 2,99,905 people are in home
quarantine and 2,007 people are in institu-
tional quarantine.The Mumbai circle--which
consists of MCGM, Thane, TMC, Navi
Mumbai, KDMC, Ulhasnagar MC, Bhivandi
Nijampur MC, Mira Bhayandar MC, Palghar,
Vasai Virar MC, Raigad, Panvel MC--recorded

985 new cases.The Nashik circle--which con-
sists of Nashik, Nashik MC, Malegaon MC,
Ahmednagar, Ahmednagar MC, Dhule, Dhule
MC, Jalgaon, Jalgaon MC, Nandurbar--report-
ed 781 fresh COVID-19 cases.

MAHARASHTRA LOGS 4,057 COVID-19 NEW CASES,
67 DEATHS, 5,916 RECOVERIES ON SEPTEMBER 5

Congress slams Panchjanya for linking
Infosys with Maoists, ISI, China

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Congress' Maharashtra unit
on Sunday slammed right-
wing publication, Panchjanya,

for suggesting that global IT giant,
Infosys was allegedly funding
Maoists, Leftists and the "tukde-
tukde" gangs in the country, and
must be "blacklisted."

"Infosys, set up by the Padmashri
couple NR Narayana Murthy and
Sudha N Murthy, is a globally-
respected IT major. Its contribution
to Indian economy is also immense.
But since the past 7 years, the
Bharatiya Janata Party and Sangh
Parivar will decide on the creden-
tials of people," Congress state
spokesperson Sachin Sawant said.

As the column in Panchjanya cre-
ated controversy on several fronts,
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
quickly dissociated itself from the
publication, saying it is "not the
mouthpiece of the RSS and the arti-
cle or opinions expressed in it
should not be linked with the RSS."

"As an Indian company, Infosys
has made seminal contribution in
progress of the country. There may
be certain issues with a portal run
by Infosys, but the article published
by Panchjanya in this context only

reflects the individual opinion of the
author (Chandra Prakash)," RSS'
Akhil Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh
Sunil Ambekar said.

The magazine article has alleged
that "the direct and indirect support
of Infosys has come to the fore for
many disruptive activities going on
in the country", that it is behind cer-
tain propaganda websites, and
groups engaged in spreading caste
hatred are beneficiaries of its chari-
ty.

"Shouldn't the promoters of
Infosys be asked what are the rea-
sons behind its funding anti-nation-
al and anarchist organisations.

Should a company with such a
dubious record be allowed to par-
ticipate in government tendering
processes," it had asked.

Virtually accusing Infosys of
being anti-national, the publication
accused the company of deliberate-
ly wanting to create anarchy by pro-
viding poor services and proving a
blot on 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' drive.

The Panchjanya write-up sought
that the company should be "black-
listed" and a financial penalty
imposed for its poor performance,
hinting that Infosys maybe planning
to play around with sensitive data of
IT payers.

Dragging in the "corrupt bureau-
cracy" which it alleged is believed to
have a big hand in the suspicious
activities of Infosys, the columnist
said that while Union Finance
Ministry officials did nothing to take
Infosys to task for the ITR portal
glitches, ultimately Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had to
personally intervene to set right
things that could easily have been
done by lower level officials.

"The reason for suspicions of
conspiracy with the ITR portal is
also political. People are asking
whether some private companies
are trying to create chaos at the
behest of the Congress. Infosys
appoints people of a particular
political ideology to important posi-
tion, and most are from West
Bengal. If it takes important con-
tracts of government of India, will
there not be a possibility of influ-
ence by China and ISI," it won-
dered.

Sawant strongly condemned the
BJP, RSS, the Sangh Parivar and the
magazine's campaign against
Infosys and questioned its locus
standi to make such baseless wild
allegations against such renowned
companies or those not in conform-
ity with its ideology.

Cops pose as waiters,
nab chain snatchers

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Officers from Pant Nagar police station
went undercover and worked as wait-
er and manager of a fast-food joint at

Andheri to arrest two Pydhonie residents
who have been involved in more than seven
chain-snatching cases in the eastern suburbs,
over the past two years. Sagar Kamble, senior
inspector said that after three incidents of
chain snatchings were recorded on Raksha
Bandhan day on August 22, they began
investigating the crime on top priority. The
undercover plan was then put in place.

According to the police officers the robbers
were identified as Mohammed Hanifa
Hakam, 33, and Haider Ali Sarang, 32.

Officers said that the two had been evad-
ing arrest for the past several months. They
had been hiding the motorcycle used for the
crime at various pay and parks across the
city. They removed the bike only to commit
the crime, in secluded areas in early morn-
ings.After following the movement of the sus-
pects on more than 30 CCTVs from Chembur
to Andheri, they found that the motorcycle
which was observed in the CCTVs was
parked at Sakinaka."After we located the bike,
we stationed two police officers in casual
clothes inside and outside the pay and park
to keep a watch on it," said the officer.

The officers then with the help of the chal-
lan data and number plate of the Pulsar bike,
found out the identity of the owner of the
two-wheeler. When the accused Hakam
came to the pay and park, the officers inter-

cepted him and arrested him."We then asked
Hakam to call Sarang and meet him at a fast-
food shop in Andheri to discuss the next area
that they could target especially during
Ganpati Visarjan," said Kamble.The police
officers then dressed like the manager and
waiter of the fast-food centre and laid a trap
for Sarang, "We had been observing the cus-
tomers and spotted Sarang walking into the
restaurant. Disguised as a waiter, one of our
constables asked him his name to prep the
order. When we confirmed it was Sarang, we
arrested him," said Kamble.The two have
been snatching chains for the past two years
and are wanted in the same offence at
Sakinaka, Ghatkopar, Kurla, Mankhurd and
VB Nagar police stations.The Pune circle--
which includes Pune, PMC, PCMC, Solapur,
Solapur MC, Satara--recorded 1728 new
cases.

The Kolhapur circle--which includes
Kolhapur, Kolhapur MC, Sangli, Sangli MC,
Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri-- reported 356 cases.

The Aurangabad circle that consists of
Aurangabad, Aurangabad MC, Jalna, Hingoli,
Parbhani, Parbhani MC-- reported 23 fresh
cases.The Latur circle that consists of Latur,
Latur MC, Osmanabad, Beed, Nanded,
Nanded MC--recorded 142 fresh cases.

The Akola circle that which includes
Akola, Akola MC, Amaravati, Amaravati MC,
Yawatmal, Buldhana, Washim-- recorded 18
fresh cases.Nagpur circle that includes
Nagpur, Nagpur MC, Wardha, Bhandara,
Gondia, Chandrapur, Chandrapur MC,
Gadchiroli --reported 24 fresh cases.



BRI is the garb to entice nations into
futile and ineffectual projects
which are extravagant compared to
more realistic challenges being
faced. The projects are promoted

as one of its kind infrastructure development
project with fictitious prospects; however
they are of significance and benefit primarily
to China. The initiatives provide easier and
convenient opportunities to address vulnera-
bilities of China at the cost and investment of
individual nations. The mechanism provides
expedient access for Chinese state owned
companies to saturate the economies of small
nations and saddle the borrowing nation with
loans which can be leveraged when needed.
In addition, China with its financial freedom
has emerged as an independent nation pro-
viding financial alternatives over internation-
al organisations like IMF, ADB etc. to secure
individual and selfish designs.

The infrastructure projects of road, rail,
buildings, ports etc. with inflated costs are
advertised as comprehensive solutions with-
out disclosing the methodology and terms of
execution. The projects in Sri Lanka like the
$104 million Lotus tower which never got
commissioned or the $209 million Mattala
Airport which is the World's Emptiest Airport,
though presumed to be funded by China had
all its costs recovered through execution by
Chinese entities, using equipment/machin-
ery/material from China including significant
proportion of labour/top management. In
effect, whilst Sri Lanka paid for the projects, it
filled Chinese treasury for a requirement
which was not essential. Further, due to the
confidentiality of project being pursued by
the Government the actual cost of the proj-
ects are also largely exaggerated.

In light of the growing leverage due to high
financial dependency of Sri Lanka there is a
steep increase in Chinese imports at terms
conducive to the Chinese companies thereby
creating a growing trade deficit which in turn
devaluating the Sri Lankan Rupee. The East
Container Terminal contract which was
signed as a tri party agreement between Sri
Lanka Port Authority, government of India
and Japan for a committed Foreign invest-
ment of $400 million was withdrawn by the
government of Sri Lanka under the opposi-
tion of Port Union primarily motivated by
Chinese influence. ECT which was envisaged
to be operated by an Indian Private Company
was perceived as a huge threat to Chinese run
CICT and its monopoly to handle deep
draught vessels at Colombo. It was an ideal

example of arm twisting by China which
adversely effected the investor sentiment and
in turn impacted the Sri Lankan economy.

The Chinese deceit and double standards
were on open display during the Covid pan-
demic. Whilst medical support equipment
and vaccines were commonly used by
nations to demonstrate solidarity and friend-
ship to friendly foreign countries, China visu-
alised Sri Lanka under their grip as an oppor-
tunity to fleece. Inspite, of being late entrants
due to poor quality of vaccines, despite huge
resistance from a large faction of society,
through corrupt practices sold 13 Million
doses to Sri Lanka by July 21. Chinese vac-
cine- Sinopharm/Sinovac which were evi-
dently much less effective (70 per cent and 50
per cent) had exorbitant prices of $7.5 and
$15 per dose much higher compared to other
counterparts. The explanation to such fool-
hardiness and poor decision making on part
of Sri Lanka could only be attributed to cor-
rupt practices and continued manipulation
by China.

The Colombo Port City which is being
showcased as the 'Game Changer' with an
investment potential of $15 billion is the gold-
en goose for the Chinese to practically entrap
Sri Lanka under their debt. The initial land

reclamation which had costed $1.4 billion
was completely executed by Chinese
resources and people, which meant the
investment filled Chinese pockets, however it
resulted in Sri Lanka leasing out a major
chunk of the land to China. Thus, presently
China owns 65 per cent of saleable land
whilst Sri Lanka controls only 30 per cent.
Thus, Who calls the Shortsis amply clear.

The Port City Bill which provided absolute
power was hastily passed in the Parliament
under Chinese pressure without due dili-
gence. The Port City Commission that got
constituted are a group of people selected by
the Chinese for their long term Chinese link-
ages who would dance to the tunes of CCP.
Excessive propaganda and hype is now being
created to fool the public through false claims
of 2 lakh job prospects in next 5 years, whilst
the gain is only to a select few.

The Chinese approach in Sri Lanka has
been out right capitalist where in the Sri
Lankan economy is flooded with cheap
Chinese goods so as to kill the local economy
and extract as much Strategic advantage by
trapping the government of
the day in frivolous infrastruc-
ture projects. The malicious
intent of Chinese projects is

not restricted to economic domain; in a
recent incident in May 2021 uniformed
Chinese company workers were sighted in
Hambantota with total disregard to law of the
state, which was just a trailer of what is in
stored for the future, when the sovereign
decision making would be challenged
through economic pressure.

It needs to be understood that all Chinese
deals come with hidden agendas particularly
with the aim to in-debt the country, take con-
trol of land, fill the coffers of China at the
expense of smaller countries under the garb
of development. The modus operandi of
engagement has been similar in Africa, Asia
and Latin America where in countries have
been indebted with Chinese loan of Billions
of dollar. Thus, Sri Lanka must guard its dem-
ocratic sovereignty in their best interests, lest
it is also Coloured Redunder the Chinese
shadow.

(Author and columnist Binay Kumar
Singh can be reached on Twitter

@BinayBharat. All views expressed are
personal.)
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international

Agroup of Afghan women staged a rally
in Kabul demanding the inclusion of
females in the country's new govern-

ment headed by the Taliban, according to a
media report. Friday's rally came a day after a
similar one was staged in Herat amid the
Taliban trying to form a new government fol-
lowing their complete takeover of the country
last month. The Taliban, who are yet to decide
on female leadership roles, have already said
that women can work in government institu-
tions but not in higher-ranking positions.
During the rally in Kabul, the participants
demanded the Taliban and the international
community to preserve women's achievements
in Afghanistan in the last two decades and
respect their political, social, and economic
rights. "No society will make progress without
women's active role. Therefore, women's politi-
cal participation in the future government and
its cabinet should be considered," civil society
activist Tarannom Saeedi said. They are ready
to work like men under the Islamic law. The
participants urged women across the country
to go back to work despite the Taliban coming
back to power. Meanwhile, A protest in Kabul
demanding for women's rights under the new
Taliban government in Afghanistan turned
violent after the participants tried to move
towards the Presidential Palace were forcefully
stopped by the insurgents. Taliban special
forces used tear gas to stop the protesters on
Saturday afternoon who marched towards the
Presidential Palace from the Pul-e-Mahmoud
Khan area in the capital city. The Taliban said
that they were forced to use tear gas as the pro-
testers "went out of control". After the fall of
Kabul on August 15, the Taliban turned away
several female presenters working at RTA (the
national radio and television facilitates in
Afghanistan) and did not let them continue
working at the station. Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid has also said that
women can work under Islamic principles,
without providing further details.

Women in new
Taliban regime IS SRI LANKA COLOURED RED? 

Kabul|Agencies

Fighters led by the country's former
vice-president were last night
mounting a final defence against

the new regime's forces in Panjshir
Valley, the only province that the
Islamist group has not captured.

But the rebels appeared outgunned
by Taliban fighters using US armoured
vehicles, mortar missiles and high-pow-
ered artillery.Videos showed Taliban
gunmen brandishing US military M4
and M16 rifles and wearing night-vision
goggles, the report said.

A convoy of Taliban troops travelling
in US armoured vehicles was last night
filmed driving towards the area where

resistance fighters were holding their
ground 70 miles north of Kabul. There
were also reports that Taliban forces had
entered Panjshir capital Bazarak.

The NRF claimed to have killed 600
Taliban fighters in the last 24 hours, but
the Taliban claimed it was on the brink

of victory with reports suggesting four
out of five districts in the province had
fallen under Taliban control.

The Taliban is expected to announce
in days that its leader Mullah Hibatullah
Akhundzada will be Supreme Leader of
Afghanistan.

TALIBAN USING US WEAPONRY
IN PANJSHIR VALLEY

BBC under fire after shutting down
scholar for saying Pak supports Taliban
London|Agencies

The BBC has
come under
fire after the

network shot down
C. Christine Fair, a
scholar on South
Asia, for speaking
about Pakistan's
jihad policy in
Afghanistan during a programme.

"Really disappointing.
@BBCWorld shutting down
@CChristineFair as she tries to
advance a cogent critique of
Pakistan's role in Afghanistan.
This is poor journalism; not what
you expect from the Beeb," said
Theo Farrell on Twitter.

"Shame on @bbcworldservice
for not letting Georgetown
University Prof. @CChristineFair
finish answering the question.
This is an example how if BBC
censors Afghanistan analysis. It is
a fact Pakistan supports Taliban,

the Taliban leaders
have Pakistani pass-
ports & work with
ISI," Mariam Amini
said.

"Quite gross from
@BBCNews: our
"impartiality" doc-
trine was used to
basically shut down
@CChristineFair

when she explained Pakistan's
jihad policy in Afghanistan that
has brought us all to this catastro-
phe - an issue on which there is no
'balance' or 'other side', factually",
Kyle Orton said."How is it
@PhilippaBBC's job to shut a
guest down? Surely, she could
have invited a Pakistani official
later to give their view. As a news
anchor, she should know that
many people have the same analy-
sis/view as @CChristineFair
whether one agrees with it or not,"
former Pakistan diplomat Hussain
Haqqani said.

GLOBAL COVID-19 CASE
LOAD TOPS 220 MN

Washington: The
global coronavirus
caseload has
topped 220 million,
while the deaths
have surged to
more than 4.56 mil-
lion and vaccina-
tions soared to over
5.42 billion,
according to the
Johns Hopkins University. In its latest update on Sunday
morning, the University's Center for Systems Science and
Engineering (CSSE) revealed that the current global case-
load, death toll and vaccination tally stood at 220,223,874,
4,560,045 and 5,427,586,210, respectively.The US continues
to be the worst-hit country with the world's highest number
of cases and deaths at 39,905,855 and 648,106, respectively,
according to the CSSE. In terms of infections, India follows
in the second place with 32,945,907 cases. The other worst
countries with over 3 million cases are Brazil (20,877,864),
France (6,910,865), the UK (6,973,995), Russia (6,894,113),
Turkey (6,412,247), Argentina (5,202,405), Iran (5,103,537),
Colombia (4,916,980), Spain (4,877,755), Italy (4,566,126),
Indonesia (4,123,617), Germany (4,005,528) and Mexico
(3,420,880), the CSSE figures showed. In terms of deaths,
Brazil comes second with 583,362 fatalities. Nations with a
death toll of over 100,000 are India (440,225), Mexico
(262,868), Peru (198,420), Russia (183,117), Indonesia
(135,469), the UK (133,485), Italy (129,466), France (115,352),
Colombia (125,230), Argentina (112,444) and Iran (110,064).

Rome|Agencies

The European Union (EU) has rec-
ommended that member states
reinstate restrictions for travellers

arriving from the US, but some analysts
don't expect the change to have a sig-
nificant impact on the bloc's recovering
tourism sector.

Some member states, such as Italy
and Bulgaria have followed the EU
instructions, reports Xinhua news
agency.

Even before the recommendation,
Germany had tightened restrictions,
blocking the arrival of unvaccinated
travellers who had recently spent time
in the US from entering unless they
could prove an "important reason" for
entering the country.

But in most of the rest of the bloc,
travellers from the US can arrive as they
did before the guidelines were
announced, though any individual
state can choose to adjust its entry rules
unilaterally.

At least one country, Portugal, even
announced it had no plans to place
restrictions on travellers from the US.

The EU placed the US on its "safe

list" in June, though Washington did
not offer the same status to travellers
from the bloc arriving in America.

The latest changes come as
European economies were experienc-
ing strong economic growth in the
wake of 2020 when widespread lock-
downs caused economic growth in
Europe to slow dramatically.

Tourism plays a big part in the
European economic recovery plans,

especially in countries like Italy, where
it accounted for 13 per cent of the
country's gross domestic product
before the emergence of the coron-
avirus pandemic early last year.

But according to Gianfranco
Lorenzo, head of research at the Center
for Touristic Studies in Florence, the
new restrictions on travellers from the
US were unlikely to have an impact on
the tourism sector recovery.

Binay Kumar Singh CChhiinnaa  hhaass  sseett  ccoouurrssee  oonn  aa  ppaatthh  ooff  hheeggeemmoonnyy  cceennttrreedd  oonn  aann  eexxppaannssiioonniisstt  aaggeennddaa,,  ttoo  rreeaalliissee  tthhee  mmaallii--
cciioouuss  vviissiioonn  ooff  CChhiinneessee  CCoommmmuunniisstt  PPaarrttyy  ((CCCCPP)),,  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBeelltt  aanndd  RRooaadd  IInniittiiaattiivvee  ((BBRRII))  aatt  iittss  ccoorree..  SSrrii
LLaannkkaa  ppoosstt  tthhee  wwaarr  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffaallsseellyy  lluurreedd  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  eennttrraappmmeenntt  ooff  eexxppeennssiivvee  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  pprroojjeeccttss
sshhoowwnn  bbyy  CChhiinnaa  aatt  tthhee  ccoosstt  ooff  uunniimmaaggiinnaabbllee  mmoonniittoorryy  ggaaiinnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttaattee  oowwnneedd  CChhiinneessee  ccoommppaanniieess..
TThhuuss,,  iitt  iiss  eesssseennttiiaall  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmoottiivvee  bbeehhiinndd  tthhiiss  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  CChhiinnaa  iiss  ccrriittiiccaallllyy  eexxaammiinneedd  aanndd
uunnddeerrssttoooodd  bbeeffoorree  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa  aallssoo  ggeettss  ssooaakkeedd  iinn  tthhee  ''RReedd  CCoolloouurr''..  AA  pprriiccee  tthhaatt  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  ppaaiidd  bbyy
ccoommpprroommiissiinngg  iinnddiivviidduuaalliittyy,,  eexxiisstteennccee  aanndd  eevveenn  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy..

TThhee  TTaalliibbaann  iiss  uussiinngg
aaddvvaanncceedd  wweeaappoonnrryy  lleefftt
bbeehhiinndd  bbyy  AAmmeerriiccaann
ttrrooooppss  ttoo  ccrruusshh  tthhee  llaasstt
ppoocckkeettss  ooff  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  iittss
ttaakkeeoovveerr  ooff  AAffgghhaanniissttaann,,
DDaaiillyy  MMaaiill  rreeppoorrtteedd..

NUKE TALKS SHOULD
END US SANCTIONS:
IRAN PREZ
Tehran: Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said
that the nuclear talks between his country and
the world powers should result in the removal
of US sanctions against the Islamic Republic.

"We do not hesitate to negotiate... But what
we are looking for is the lifting of sanctions...
Negotiation must be outcome-oriented," he
said in a televised speech on Saturday night.

Raisi noted that Iran will not accept "negoti-
ation for negotiation's sake", reports Xinhua
news agency.The JCPOA Joint Commission,
attended by the US delegation indirectly,
began in-person talks on April 6 in Vienna to
continue previous discussions over a possible
return of Washington to the agreement and
how to ensure the full and effective implemen-
tation of the deal.

After six rounds of talks, the parties have
said serious differences remain between Iran
and the US for the revitalization of the deal.

The US government withdrew from the
JCPOA in May 2018 and unilaterally re-
imposed sanctions on Iran. In response, Iran
gradually suspended parts of its JCPOA com-
mitments from May 2019.

EU recommends member
states restrict travel from US

IISS  aattttaacckk  iinn  IIrraaqq  kkiillllss
1133  sseeccuurriittyy  mmeemmbbeerrss

Baghdad|Agencies

At least 13 security
members were killed
and six others injured

in an overnight attack carried
out by the Islamic State (IS)
terror group in Kirkuk
province, a provincial police
source said on Sunday.

The attack
took place late
Saturday night
when IS mili-
tants attacked a
federal police
outpost in a vil-
lage near the
town of al-
Rashad in the
south of the
namesake
provincial capi-
tal Kirkuk, about 250 km
north of Baghdad, the source
told Xinhua news agency.

Thirteen policemen were
killed and six others wound-
ed in the attack at the outpost
as well as from roadside
bombs leading to the village,
he added.

The attackers withdrew

from the scene after the
arrival of more security forces
to the area, al-Taie added.

Over the past few months,
IS militants have intensified
attacks on Iraqi security
forces in the province where
the militants previously con-
trolled, leaving dozens dead
and wounded.

The security situation in
the country has been improv-
ing since Iraqi security forces
defeated IS militants in 2017.

However, IS remnants have
since retreated to deserts and
rugged areas, carrying out
frequent guerilla attacks
against security forces and
civilians.



IInnddiiaa  ggoott  1199  mmeeddaallss  wwiitthh  tthhee  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  ooff  ssppoorrttss
lloovveerr  PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii,,  ssaaiidd  CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr
SShhiivvrraajj  SSiinngghh  CChhoouuhhaann

05madhya pradesh
Mumbai, Monday, September 06, 2021

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that "the main aim of education is to
impart knowledge, skills and instill values

in the new generation". Today as Teacher's Day,
is dedicated to the former President of India,
eminent educationist Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. 

Dr. Radhakrishnan considered education and
knowledge as the most powerful basis of life. In
his tweet on Teachers' Day, Chouhan says that
Madhya Pradesh is committed to make its con-
tribution in building an educated, capable and
empowered India of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan ji's dreams. Dr. Radhakrishnan
was of the opinion that "a teacher is not the one
who thrusts facts on the mind of the student,
instead the real teacher is one who prepares the
students to face future challenges." In fact, it is

the teachers who do the work of shaping the
society.

School teachers are not only preparing the
coming generation for challenges, but are also
themselves facing the challenges with determi-
nation. Corona infection had completely dis-
turbed the school education system. The very
existence of the institution named 'school' was
recognized due to the presence of children
learning, playing, their involvement in other
extra-curricular activities and mutual interac-
tion. The joy of being a part of a school and the
children's interest in schools were due to these
reasons. Due to Corona, all these activities
became a means to spread the infection. As a
result schools remained closed for a long time.
Even in this adverse situation, teachers
remained committed towards their duty of
imparting knowledge, skills and values to the
students. As a result of these efforts of the teach-

ers, the order of study of the students did not
break and they continued to experience conti-
nuity in education.

Teachers of the state kept the education sys-
tem moving during Covid period by conducting
online classes through Diksha, DigiLep,
Doordarshan, Radio, WhatsApp etc. Schemes
like "Hamara Ghar-Hamara Vidyalaya" helped
establish constant contact with students. Along
with education, teachers also assisted in works
like survey of people suffering from Corona,
their treatment and vaccination.

In view of the situation of Covid-19, online
classes are being conducted every day since last
year so that the education of the students con-
tinues. Learning material was shared through
WhatsApp for students of classes 1 to 12 through
Digital Learning Enhancement Program
(DigiLep).

Educational programmes were broadcast for
Classes VI to XII through Doordarshan Madhya
Pradesh and through radio programme, besides
programmes for Classes I to VIII is being broad-
cast every day since last year. Apart from this,
class wise and subject wise interesting educa-
tional material were also sent by creating
WhatsApp groups for teachers and parents.
Under the Hamara Ghar Hamara Vidyalaya-
programme, printed material was given to stu-
dents. A WhatsApp-based arrangement has
been made to assess their learning. A total of 41
lakh students have participated in this.

To solve the psychological problems of the
students of the state, tele-counselling is being
arranged through UMANG helpline 14425. So
far 62 thousand 716 students have taken advan-
tage of this helpline facility.

With the aim of improving the level of edu-
cation in the state, arrangements have been

made for online training of teachers to provide
quality education. Through Government of
India's Diksha platform, 2 lakh 70 thousand
teachers have received training of 18 training
modules in the state. Under the National
Initiative for School Heads and Teachers
Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA), NCERT has
developed 18 quality training modules in vari-
ous subjects with the aim of enriching the
knowledge and skills of teachers of Classes I to
VIII in the state. Through this programme,
training has been provided to 2 lakh 60 thou-
sand teachers.

Laxmibai Rashtriya Shiskha Mahavidyalaya
provided 21-day online training to 3 thousand
PT instructors of the state. Similarly, under the
guidance of Badminton National Coach Shr
Pullela Gopi Chand and Olympic Gold Medalist
in Shooting Shri Abhinav Bindra, 5-day online
training was provided to 350 PT instructors.

State's teachers dedicated to values and ideals of Dr. Radhakrishnan
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MBBS students in Madhya
Pradesh will be lectured
about RSS founder KB

Hedgewar, Bharatiya Jana Sangh
leader Deendayal Upadhyaya, Swami
Vivekananda and B R Ambedkar as
part of the first-year foundation
course, state Education Minister
Vishwas Sarang said on Sunday and
added the move is aimed at instilling
social and medical ethics among the
students.

The minister said the first year
MBBS students will also learn about
Maharshi Charaka, one of the princi-
pal contributors to the Ayurveda, and
sage Sushrut, known as the father of
surgery in India.

"The students of the first-year
course of MBBS will be lectured about
Hedgewarji, Upadhyayji, Swami
Vivekanandaji, Ambedkarji and other
great personalities. Lessons on these
great personalities will inculcate val-
ues, principles, social and medical

ethics in the students," Sarang said.
The next academic session for

MBBS students is likely to start by this
year-end.

"The National Medical Council
(NMC) has said that ethical values
should be the part of the foundation
course in the first year (of MBBS). So
we thought of incorporating these
great personalities for building the
character of students," he said.

The minister said states finalise the
content of the foundation course.

Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, a sur-
geon, founded the Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh in Nagpur in
1925, based on the ideology of
Hindutva. Deendayal Upadhyaya was
one of the prominent leaders of the
Bhartiya Jana Sangh, the forerunner of
the BJP.

"RSS first chief Hedgewarji,

Upadhyayaji, Vivekanandji and BR
Ambedkarji were great visionaries and
human beings. Their lives were based
on values. Their thoughts, conduct,
and the very personalities are inspir-
ing", the minister said.

He said KB Hedgewar had actively
participated in India's freedom strug-
gle. "Deendayalji's thought of
'Antyodaya' for helping the last man
(the poorest of the poor) was exempla-
ry. Swami Vivekanandaji travelled far
off lands to showcase the Indian
vision. B R Ambedkar was born in a
poor family but he went on to frame
our Constitution. We have decided to
teach (MBBS) students about the
inspiring lives of these great personali-
ties from the coming academic session
(2021), '' Sarang added.

The NMC decides the syllabus of
the MBBS course. It sets topics for
each subject but the education depart-
ment of States is empowered to pre-
pare the content of the Foundation
Course subject, sources in the medical
fraternity said.

The lectures on KB Hedgewar,
Deendayal Upadhyaya and others are
likely to be clubbed in the topic of
medical ethics in the foundation
course, they added.

Lectures in the foundation course
are generally given to students for a
month after they take admission for
MBBS, the sources added.

About 2,000 students take admis-
sion in the MBBS course every year in
Madhya Pradesh.

MEDICAL STUDENTS IN MP TO NOW

STUDY SANGH ICONS, BR AMBEDKAR Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that work is being

done at a fast pace in
Madhya Pradesh on the basic
mantra of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Atma-nirb-
har Bharat. After taking care
of every section of the state,
plans are being prepared and
implemented at the field
level to meet their needs.
Among these schemes, there
is also an important scheme
"Jal Jeevan Mission", through
which it is being ensured to
provide pure water from tap
in every house.

Since the implementation
of the mission, arrangements
for easy, accessible and pure
drinking water have been
made in every household in
3236 villages of the state. This
work is being done expedi-
tiously in all the districts.

Chouhan said that PM
Modi announced Jal Mission
on August 15, 2019, to get rid
of the problems of rural pop-
ulation, especially women,
who had to travel long dis-
tances with a pot on their
heads for drinking water.
Today this mission is proving
to be a boon for the women
living in rural areas. Now
women have started getting
drinking water through taps
at home.Chouhan said that
life cannot be imagined with-

out water. Nature has given
us drinking water sources like
rivers and ponds. We have
also got drinking water from
wells. With the passage of
time we have used the
ground water for drinking
water by installing tube wells
and hand pumps. Due to this
there was some reduction in
the hard work of our half-
population, but they could
not get complete freedom
from the problem of drinking
water. Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, a change is being
brought about in the life of
the rural population by pro-
viding water from taps by
using drinking water sources
and creating new sources
where there are no drinking
water sources.

In the initial phase of the
mission, we can see this
change in more than 3.25
thousand villages. Soon the
availability of drinking water
in all households by tap will
be ensured through the mis-
sion in all the villages of the
state. Chouhan has said that
the Central Government is

also providing adequate allo-
cation for this mission which
is the priority of PM Modi. In
the mission, from June 2020,
the process of providing
water through tap connec-
tions to every household in
the villages started. Today 40
lakh 56 thousand 391 rural
families are getting continu-
ous water supply through tap
connections.

Under the mission, tap
connections are being pro-
vided for drinking water in
the homes of rural popula-
tion as well as in schools and
anganwadis. The goal is to
ensure quality and adequate
water supply to every rural
household, anganwadi and
school. So far, arrangements
for drinking water from taps
have been made in 25 thou-
sand 840 anganwadis and 43
thousand 629 schools. The
works of water supply from
taps are going on continu-
ously in the anganwadis and
schools, including the
remaining rural households.

State Water and Sanitation
Mission and District Water
and Sanitation Mission have
been constituted for the
operation of Jal Jeevan
Mission. Along with this,
Village Water and Sanitation
Committee will also be
formed. There will be public
participation of 10 percent of
the construction cost in the
scheme. 

Work continues at fast pace
under Jal Jeevan Mission: CM
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will
distribute relief

amount to the flood affected
in the districts of Gwalior-
Chambal division and
Vidisha district through video
conferencing on 6th
September, at 5 p.m.

There was a flood situation
in Gwalior-Chambal division
and Vidisha district due to

excessive rainfall last month,
in which a large number of
people were affected. Chief
Minister Chouhan saved the
lives of citizens by effectively
conducting relief and rescue
operations in the flood hit
areas. The Chief Minister
himself also visited the flood
affected areas and took stock
of the relief camps set up for
the affected. He also met the
flood affected and assured

them of all possible help.
Thousands of people trapped
in the floods were also suc-
cessfully rescued with the
help from the Central
Government. Chouhan will
interact with affected peoples
after distributing relief
amount for the reconstruc-
tion of houses completely
damaged by floods and other
damages through virtual pro-
gramme.

CM to distribute relief
amount to flood affected
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The Madhya Pradesh
state government has
awarded 27 academi-

cians to honour them with
the state-level Teachers
Award 2021 for their out-
standing performance. The
MP School Education
Department has announced
the same through its official
Twitter handle.

The DSE has tweeted, "27
teachers honored for doing
excellent work in state-level
teacher function." The award
ceremony was conducted
today on Teacher's Day,
September 5 in a virtual cere-
mony. Teachers from various
districts who have excelled in
the field of teachings are
selected for the state-level
teacher award. The selected
teachers will be awarded
shawls, shrifals, citations, and

Samman Nidhi of Rs 25,000.
Among several applica-

tions received online, the
state-level selection commit-
tee has selected the 27 teach-
ers for the state-level teacher
award on the recommenda-

tion of the District Selection
Committee.

The shortlisted teachers
for the state-level teacher's
award include Pooja Saxena
of Indore, Dr Chitrarekha Jain
of Ujjain, Babita Mishra from

Rajgarh, Ajay Kumar Singhi,
Ajay Kumar Singhi, Senior
Secondary Teacher, Dindori,
Prashant Kumar Sahu from
Balaghat, Shri Gaurishankar
Patel from Barwani, Anil
Prabodh Mishra, Mamta

Gohar of Betul, Vandana
Pandey of Bhopal and Sachin
Kumar Dwivedi of
Chhatarpur among others.

The state government also
awarded Shakti Patel, a sec-
ondary teacher of govern-
ment high school, Mand in
Bichiya development block of
Mandla district was present-
ed a shawl, sriphal, citation,
and a check of Rs 11 thou-
sand honorarium from the
state government. He has
also been awarded the
National Teacher Award 2021
by President Kovind.

"The teacher is a personal-
ity who takes the students
from darkness to light and
brings a positive change in
life, following the eternal tra-
dition of India, not limited to
teaching and writing,"
Education Minister Parmar
said while addressing the
event.

Sate Govt Honours 27 Academicians as
Part of State Level Teacher's Award
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has congratulated
the players who won gold and silver medals in bad-
minton for India in Tokyo Olympics. Chouhan said that

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a sports lover. As a result of
his encouragement, the players got the necessary facilities and
prepared them to excel at the world level. India has got 5 gold,
8 silver and 6 bronze medals.

The Chief Minister said that India has got gold and silver
even on the last day of the Tokyo Para Olympic Games. For
India, Krishna Nagar has won gold medal in HS6 category in
Badminton and Suhas Yathiraj has won silver medal in SL4
category. Chouhan has congratulated both the players. Chief
Minister said that Krishna Nagar has become the 8th player to
win gold medal in Para Olympic Games. Similarly, apart from
being an administrative officer, Suhas has made a mark as an
excellent player. He has brought glory to the nation by bagging
18th medal in Para Olympics for India. Para athletes of the
country have created history by winning 19 medals. All the
coaches of the players are also to be congratulated. Talented
sportspersons have showcased India's love of sports in Tokyo.

CM Chouhan 
congratulates players
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President Ram Nath Kovind hon-
ored Shakti Patel, a teacher of
Mandla district with the

National Teachers Award-2021 on
Teachers'' Day on Sunday. In the vir-
tual programme, 44 teachers of the
country were honored with the
National Teachers Award. Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan was also present.

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan congratulated Patel on
receiving the National Teachers
Award through a tweet message. The
Chief Minister said that the selection
of Patel, a teacher from Mandla for
the National Teachers Award on the
occasion of Teachers' Day, is indeed a
matter of pride for Madhya Pradesh.
Chief Minister said that this honor is
the recognition of the tireless work of Shri Patel as a teacher at the age of 32, and his incomparable contribution in

nation building.
Shakti Patel is a secondary teacher

of Hindi subject in Government High
School at village Mand in Mandla
district. He incorporated technology
in the field of education and distrib-
uted free notes to children by QR
code. Thousands of students across
the country are benefiting from the
entertaining learning material avail-
able on his website and YouTube
channel. 

At the same time, he gave impor-
tance to teaching the events of Hindi
subject lessons by connecting them
with real life events. It may be men-
tioned that the National Teachers
Awards were instituted in the year
1958 to recognize the excellence and
commitment of talented teachers
working in primary and secondary
schools.

3Lessons on these
personalities will incul-
cate values, principles,
social and medical
ethics in students,
Madhya Pradesh
Minister Vishwas
Sarang said

CM REMEMBERS DR.
RADHAKRISHNAN
ON TEACHERS DAY
Bhopal:  Chief Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan paid
tributes to the former
President of India, eminent
educationist and philosopher
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
on his birth anniversary.
Chouhan garlanded the por-
trait of Dr. Radhakrishnan in
the auditorium of the Chief
Minister's residence. Dr.
Radhakrishnan's birthday is
celebrated as Teachers' Day
in India. Chouhan has tweet-
ed Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan's statement
that "the teacher is not the
one who forcibly inserts facts
into the mind of the student,
but the real teacher is the one
who prepares him for the
challenges of tomorrow."
Chouhan said that Madhya
Pradesh is determined to
make every possible contri-
bution in building an educat-
ed, capable and empowered
India of the dreams of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,
the promoter of Indian cul-
ture, who considered educa-
tion and knowledge as the
most powerful basis of life.

CM congratulates Shakti Patel on
receiving the National Teachers Award

CM condoles death
of Dr. NP Mishra
Bhopal:  Chief Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed grief over the
demise of Dr. NP Mishra, the
eminent doctor of Bhopal.
Chouhan has prayed to God
to give peace to the departed
soul and strength to his fami-
ly in this difficult time. Senior
doctor and former Dean of
Gandhi Medical College
Bhopal Dr. Mishra passed
away today at the age of 93 at
his residence.

CM plants
Saptaparni sapling

Bhopal: Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

today planted Saptaparni
sapling in Smart Garden
located in Shyamala Hills.
Saptaparni is an evergreen,
ornamental and medicinal
tree, which has importance
from the point of view of
Ayurveda.

CM expresses grief over the
accident in Jhabua 

Bhopal:  Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has expressed grief over the untimely death
of three persons after a trolley overturned at Petlawad in Jhabua district. Chouhan said that in
this hour of grief, I and all the citizens of Madhya Pradesh are with the bereaved family.
Chouhan has prayed to God to give place to the departed souls at his feet and prayed for
speedy recovery of the injured. Chief Minister has given instructions to the district adminis-
tration to provide financial assistance to the families of the deceased citizens.



OLIVIA MUNN 
STRUGGLES TO DEAL

WITH PUBLIC PERCEPTION
Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Olivia Munn has said that she finds it hard to deal with peo-
ple who have an inaccurate or unfair perception of her real-life
self."What I have probably struggled with more is perception ver-
sus reality," Munn said, reports femalefirst.co.uk.She added:
"There's a lot of people who see you one way and no matter how

much good you try to do in the world, or no matter who you are or what your
friends know of you, there is a perception that is put onto you and that does
become your reality in some ways."The Hollywood star is conscious of her
mental health and tries to insulate herself from outside pressures.

She told 'Entertainment Tonight': "The mental health aspect is probably the
most important because we think about getting your facials or getting your
hair done."And yeah it does make you feel better, but truly what really needs a
lot of care is how do you take care of your own heart and your mind?"

The "Mortdecai" actress is also aware of the potential dangers of receiving
too much praise and adulation. She feels getting too many praises can lead
to a different kind of problem.

She said: "That's something you have to constantly do over and over. But
when you have a really strong sense of self you really try to lean on that,
allow that to take over and any doubt that is cast on you from anything in
the world.

"Sometimes when people say too many good things about you, you feel
like you can't live up to that too. Just being in this business in general, it's
not for the faint of heart."
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KANYE WEST LIKELY TO LAUNCH
HOMEWARE PRODUCTS LINE

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rapper Kanye West is reportedly starting a line of homeware
products. According to tmz.com, Kanye's company Mascotte
Holdings Inc. has filed a trademark application with the name

"Kanye West" for a slew of home line products. The label will make
products like shower curtains, textile wall hangings, blankets etc.The

rapper also reportedly plans to grow business in blankets and offer
diverse range from bed blankets, throw blankets, golf blankets etc.

Camila
Cabello found
wearing less
makeup for
'Cinderella'
scary

Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Camila Cabello
says she found it
"scary" wearing a lot

less makeup for her titular
role in the new 'Cinderella'.
"Acting in a movie is so
much more raw and unfil-
tered than when I'm doing
a performance on TV,"
Cabello said on Sky's
'Backstage' podcast, reports
femalefirst.co.uk. She
added: "First of all, a lot less
makeup, which at first I
(found) scary, and I think
that there's a big surrender
that comes with films and a
lot of trust, like trusting the
director.

That is different than
music where it's a little bit
more kind of rigid and con-
trolled and you present
yourself in this one way."
On the biggest challenge,
she said: "It is so intimate --
I think the challenge is
being really present with
who you're talking to and
forgetting that the camera's
there, which can be diffi-
cult."The 'Havana' hitmak-
er portrays a stronger and
more independent princess
in order to inspire young
girls.Cabello said: "I just
kept thinking from the per-
spective of like a young girl,
watching this and how
growing up, watching these
fairytales, you kind of sub-
consciously internalise a lot
of these messages, and I
think these are good mes-
sages that are going to be
subconsciously inter-
nalised."The 'Senorita'
crooner stars alongside
Billy Porter, Idina Menzel
and Pierce Brosnan in the
film. She previously admit-
ted to being inspired by
'Cinderella'.

Ellie Goulding:
Acting
brought out
positive, 
energetic 
side of me

London | Agencies

Music producer Pete Waterman,
also known as the creator of the
show 'Pop Idol', feels that girl

band Little Mix will always have friction
among the band members.He also
thinks that the young idols feel that they
have become bigger than music.

Little Mix was formed with Jesy, Perrie
Edwards, Leigh-Anne Pinnock and Jade
Thirwall, on the singing reality show 'X
Factor' in 2011. Talking to thesun.co.uk,
Pete said: "At the end of the day, there's
always going to be friction and when it
comes to the likes of Little Mix, you've
got very strong -characters all
fighting."He added: "The girls them-
selves became more important than the
records because the marketing machine
takes over."In December 2020, one of the
band members, Jesy Nelson, had left the
group.Comparing the young group to
the iconic Spice Girls and the exit of its
member Geri Halliwell, Pete said: "And if
you're fighting for your place in the
band, it becomes a battle of attrition for
who's got the most publicity. And then
one of them leaves, like Geri Halliwell
did."

'POP IDOL' CREATOR SAYS THERE WILL
ALWAYS BE FRICTION WITHIN LITTLE MIX

Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer Ellie Goulding says that
she now loves the challenge of
acting. "I've been acting with

an amazing coach. It's brought out
such a positive and energetic side of
me. I love that I can be other people.
I really enjoy it," Goulding said.

The 'Love me like you do' hitmak-
er also thinks she's lucky in that
she's been able to strike a healthy
balance "between work and moth-
erhood", reports femalefirst.co.uk.

She told The Sun on Sunday
newspaper: "I've realised in mother-
hood it's important to be around
people who give you the utmost
support. I'm very lucky to get that
balance between work and mother-
hood."

Meanwhile, Goulding recently
said that things have become easier
in the music industry when it comes
to balancing motherhood and work.

She shared the experience of hav-
ing a "calm pregnancy" amid the
lockdown, and thinks people
around her are now "more under-
standing and supportive".

TOM CRUISE'S STOLEN

CAR HAD COPY OF 'TOP

GUN: MAVERICK' SCRIPT
Los Angeles | Agencies

Hollywood star Tom Cruise had a rare copy of the
film 'Top Gun: Maverick' in the car, which got
stolen last month in Birmingham while he was

shooting for 'Mission: Impossible'. 
Both the car and the script copy were later

found."That film's been blighted by challenges but every-
one involved is excited by how it's come together. Finally
the end's in sight," a source told The Sun, reports
metro.co.uk. The source added: "So, after all the hard
work, the thought of it being leaked after Covid delays
forced the release back to next year is devastating. The
only copies outside the studio vaults have now been
assigned their own security when they are transported.
There's too much riding on this not to do so."Cruise
reportedly had thousands of pounds of luggage in his
bodyguard's car when it was taken from outside a hotel
in the city.Video footage obtained by the Sun showed the
vehicle being dumped in Smethwick, at 9.13 a.m, behind
a row of takeaways.Cruise's films 'Top Gun: Maverick'
and Mission: Impossible' are both delayed again this
week amid the Covid-19 cri-

sis.According to
The Hollywood
Reporter, the
films will now
premiere just
months after
each other. 'Top
Gun: Maverick'
will now release
on May 27,
2022, and
'Mission:
Impossible'
will hit the big
screen on
September 30,
2022.
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Tokyo| Agencies

India ended the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games with 19 medals -- five gold, eight sil-
ver, and six bronze, a dramatic and historic
rise for the country that had collected only
12 medals while participating in 11 editions

of the Games from 1968 till 2016.
On Sunday, the final day of the Tokyo

Paralympic Games, India claimed two medals -- a
gold and a silver in badminton -- and finished
24th among 162 nations in the overall medal tally
on the basis of gold medal count, while it is
placed 20th based on the number of medals (19)
it won.Krishna Nagar in Men's Singles SH6 class,
won India's lone gold medal on Sunday, storming
back after losing the second game to beat Hong
Kong China's Chu Man Kai 21-17, 16-21, 21-17. It

was India's second gold medal from the bad-
minton courts and fifth overall in Tokyo.

Suhas Yathiraj claimed a silver medal as he
went down fighting to France's world No 1 Lucas
Mazur in three well-fought games in the final of
the Men's Singles SL4 class.

An IAS officer who is currently posted as the
District Magistrate of Gautam Buddh Nagar in
Uttar Pradesh, Yathiraj stunned the Frenchman,
the three-time World Champion, in the first game
and had handy leads in the second and third but
Mazur was too experienced and too skilled and
fought back from a game down to win 15-21, 21-
17,21-15 in just over an hour to win the gold

medal.
India was expecting five medals from para-

badminton but that was not to be as Tarun
Dhillion lost in the bronze medal match. Pramod
Bhagat and Palak Kohli, the scratch mixed dou-
bles pair that had never practiced together till a
month before the Paralympic Games, also missed
out on a bronze medal as it went down to Japan's
Fujihara Daisuke and Akiko Sugino 21-23, 19-21
in two close games.

Among the other Indians, Avani Lekhara ended
28th with a score of 612 while Deepak Kumar was
placed 46th among participants with a score of
602.2 points. 

PARALYMPICS:

NAGAR, YATHIRAJ HELP INDIA END TOKYO
2020 CAMPAIGN WITH 19 MEDALS

Tokyo | Agencies

With a message of change, of inclusivi-
ty, of ability and super ability, of
humanity and togetherness amidst

music and dance, conducted by disabled
artists, Tokyo bid farewell to para-sportsper-
sons from all over the world in a glittering cer-
emony that brought down the curtain on the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games.

The ceremony was themed on a young-
ster's awakening about the Paralympic
Games, para-sportspersons, and their differ-
ent abilities and personalities. He wakes up in
a prototype of the Paralympic Games village,
which resembles a miniature city, where
para-sportspersons start arriving, preparing,
and participating in the Games and depicts
how his approach towards the participants
changes.

The concept underlying the closing cere-
mony was "Harmonious Cacophony," while
the presentation was meant to convey the
idea that Tokyo is a city where difference

shines. The organisers referred to the theme
as a "world inspired by the Paralympics, one
where differences shine".

The idea was to turn the focus towards the
1.5 billion people that are differently-abled
and ready to showcase their abilities. The ath-
letes, that were part of the parade, were asked
to help prepare a huge tower that the artists
finally placed upright to depict the harmo-
niously engaged people can make things pos-
sible.

And the Indian contingent embraced the
principle of change as for the first time in the
history of such Games, a woman was the flag-
bearer of the Indian contingent. Avani
Lekhara led the Indian delegation into the
stadium. She was the star of the Indian cam-
paign -- the first woman from India to win a
gold medal in either Olympics or Paralympic
Games.

International Paralympic Committee (IPC)
president Andrew Parsons declared the Tokyo
2020 Games closed, officially bringing down
the curtains on the 2020 Paralympics.

Tokyo bids adieu to Paralympics
with message of change

Hove (England)| Agencies

New Zealand captain Sophie
Devine made her 100th T20I
appearance memorable with an

all-round performance to secure a four-
wicket win against England at Hove.
New Zealand's win in the second T20I
means the series is levelled at 1-1.
Sophie first claimed 2/28 from four
overs before smashing a half-century off
41 balls to lead a successful chase of 128.

Asked to bat first, England were dealt
an early blow as Tammy Beaumont (13)
was bowled by Jess Kerr. Sophie dis-
missed Nat Sciver (4) and Amy Jones (0)
off consecutive balls to leave England in
trouble at 25/3 in five overs.

But New Zealand hit back with
Hannah Rowe taking out both Danielle
and Maia one delivery apart in the 16th
over, snapping England's plans for a late
flourish in death overs. With 21 runs
coming in the last four overs, England

finished at just 127/7 in 20 overs.
In the chase of 128, Sophie started off

with a six off Freya Davies over deep
mid-wicket. Though she lost Suzie Bates
via run-out at the end of the fifth over,
Sophie continued to be impressive. The
32-year-old hit three more sixes and a

couple of boundaries to lead New
Zealand's charge in the chase and
shared a 37-run stand with Amy
Satterthwaite (11).

With the series now level at 1-1, the
final match of the series will take place
at Taunton on September 9.

All-round Devine propels New
Zealand to a series-levelling win

London|Agencies

England
lived to
fight

another day as
openers Haseeb
Hameed (bat-
ting 43 off 85
balls) and Rory
Burns (batting
31 off 109 balls)
saw off the early
threat from
Indian bowlers
to end Day 4 at
77/0 while chas-
ing 368 that
India had set for them to win.

India, earlier, saw impor-
tant contributions from
Shardul Thakur (60 off 72
balls) and Rishabh Pant (50
off 106 balls), who both
added 100 for the seventh

wicket, and ended
up scoring 466 in
their second
innings.

England had
begun well early, picking
three wickets including the
one of Virat Kohli in the first
session as India extended
overnight 171-run lead to 230
by lunch.Post-lunch, howev-
er, Thakur and Pant clob-

bered the England bowling
and took the lead beyond 300
with their century stand. The
tail wagged further and took
the lead past 350.

Indian bowlers found no
assistance with only Ravindra
Jadeja using the rough and
troubling the left-handed
Burn a bit. However, the
English openers safely
steered their team home.

FOURTH TEST: ENGLAND OPENERS ADD
UNBEATEN 77 IN CHASE OF 368 VS INDIA

WWiitthh  tthhiiss  IInnddiiaa  ffiinniisshheedd  iittss  ccaamm--
ppaaiiggnn  iinn  PPaarraallyymmppiicc  GGaammeess  sshhoooott--
iinngg  wwiitthh  ffiivvee  mmeeddaallss  ----  ttwwoo  ggoolldd,,
oonnee  ssiillvveerr,,  aanndd  ttwwoo  bbrroonnzzee  mmeeddaallss..
LLeekkhhaarraa  aanndd  MMaanniisshh  NNaarrwwaall  wwoonn
tthhee  ttwwoo  ggoolldd  mmeeddaallss  wwhhiillee  SSiinngghhrraajj
AAddhhaannaa  bbaaggggeedd  ssiillvveerr  aanndd  bbrroonnzzee
mmeeddaallss..  AAvvaannii  ccllaaiimmeedd  tthhee  ootthheerr
bbrroonnzzee  mmeeddaall..  IInnddiiaa  hhaadd  sseenntt  iittss
llaarrggeesstt--eevveerr  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  ooff  5544  ppaarraa--
aatthhlleetteess  aanndd  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  nniinnee
ssppoorrttss  iinncclluuddiinngg  bbaaddmmiinnttoonn  aanndd
ttaaeekkwwoonnddoo,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr
ddeebbuutt  iinn  TTookkyyoo..

US OPEN: SWIATEK, SAKKARI, PLISKOVA ADVANCE, BARTY OUT
New York | Agencies

American Shelby
Rogers kept her US
Open hopes alive as

the 28-year-old made a
stunning third-set come-
back to defeat world No.1
Ashleigh Barty of Australia
6-2, 1-6, 7-6(5) in the third
round to advance to her
second straight Round of 16
in New York. 

A quarterfinalist last year,
Rogers played a disciplined
match to earn her first win
in six matches against
Barty, coming back from a
double-break down in the
final set to steal the win.
The victory is Rogers' first
over a top 10 player since
defeating Serena Williams
last year in Lexington and
her first-ever win over a
reigning world No.1.

Iga Swiatek, the No.7
seed from Poland, survived
another three-setter as she

outlasted No.28 seed Anett
Kontaveit of Estonia, 6-3, 4-
6, 6-3, to reach the Round
of 16 at the US Open for the
first time in her career. 

The 2020 French Open
champion Swiatek, who
came back from 3-6, 6-6
down to scrape past Fiona
Ferro of France in the pre-
vious round, needed two
hours and 17 minutes to
overcome a surging

Kontaveit.
No.17 seed Maria Sakkari

of Greece moved into the
round of 16 for the second
year in a row by dispatch-
ing No.10 seed Petra
Kvitova of the Czech
Republic, 6-4, 6-3. Sakkari
notched her eighth win
over a top-20 player this
season as she swept to vic-
tory in an hour and 20 min-
utes.No.4 seed Karolina

Pliskova of the Czech
Republic stormed into the
round of 16, cruising past
Ajla Tomljanovic of
Australia, 6-3, 6-2 in an
hour and 11 minutes. 

Former World No.1
Pliskova is now into the US

Open fourth round for the
fifth time in her career. Her
best result in New York is a
runner-up showing in 2016,
when she defeated Serena
Williams in the semifinals
before losing to Angelique
Kerber in a three-set final.

DJOKOVIC OVERCOMES NISHIKORI 
CHALLENGE TO SAIL INTO FOURTH ROUND
NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  TToopp  sseeeedd  NNoovvaakk
DDjjookkoovviicc  ooff  SSeerrbbiiaa  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  hhiiss
ppuurrssuuiitt  ooff  tthhee  GGrraanndd  SSllaamm  aass  hhee
rraalllliieedd  ttoo  bbeeaatt  KKeeii  NNiisshhiikkoorrii  ooff
JJaappaann  ttoo  rreeaacchh  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh  rroouunndd
aatt  tthhee  UUSS  OOppeenn  hheerree..  DDjjookkoovviicc
rreeccoovveerreedd  ffrroomm  lloossiinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt
sseett  aass  hhee  ssttrruucckk  4455  wwiinnnneerrss  ttoo
mmoovvee  ppaasstt  tthhee  3311--yyeeaarr--oolldd  66--77((44))
66--33,,  66--33,,  66--22  iinn  tthhrreeee  hhoouurrss  aanndd  3322  mmiinnuutteess,,  iimmpprroovviinngg
ttoo  1188--22  iinn  tthheeiirr  AATTPP  hheeaadd--ttoo--hheeaadd  sseerriieess..  DDjjookkoovviicc,,  wwhhoo
ccaann  aallssoo  ppaassss  RRooggeerr  FFeeddeerreerr  aanndd  RRaaffaaeell  NNaaddaall  ffoorr  mmoosstt
SSllaamm  ttiittlleess  wwiitthh  hhiiss  2211sstt  mmaajjoorr  ttrroopphhyy  iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  iiss
nnooww  jjuusstt  ffoouurr  vviiccttoorriieess  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  bbeeccoommiinngg  tthhee  sseecc--
oonndd  mmaann  iinn  tthhee  OOppeenn  EErraa  aalloonnggssiiddee  RRoodd  LLaavveerr  iinn  11996699
ttoo  ccaappttuurree  tthhee  GGrraanndd  SSllaamm,,  hhaavviinngg  ttrriiuummpphheedd  aatt  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  tthhrreeee  mmaajjoorrss  ooff  tthhee  sseeaassoonn..  

Brief scores 
England Women 127/7 in 20
overs (Danielle Wyatt 35,
Maia Bouchier 25; Sophie
Devine 2/28, Leigh Kasperek
2/20) lost to New Zealand
Women 128/6 in 18.2 overs
(Sophie Devine 50, Maddy
Green 21; Tash Farrant 2/32,
Mady Villiers 1/8) by four
wickets.

West Indies end T20I series on a
high with five-wicket win over SA
North Sound (Antigua) |
Agencies

Astrong bowling per-
formance from West
Indies Women helped

the hosts level the three-
match T20I series 1-1 with a
five-wicket win over South
Africa Women at North
Sound on Sunday (IST). Off-
spinner Karishma
Ramharack was the pick of
the bowlers for West Indies,
picking three wickets and
conceding just eight runs in
three over. Electing to bat,
South Africa's innings never
got going. Captain Dane van
Niekerk was caught behind
for a duck in the very first
over off Chinelle Henry.
Aaliyah Alleyne ran through

the top order of the visitors,
taking wickets of Lizelle Lee
(9) and Marizanne Kapp (0).
Laura Wolvaardt's run out at
three left South Africa in tat-
ters at 12/4.

Tazmin Britts (16) and
Sune Luus (23) tried to resur-
rect the innings with a stand
of 26 runs. But Hayley
Matthews struck in the
eighth over to dismiss

Tazmin. With Sune taken out
in the 14th over by Anisa
Mohammed, all the momen-
tum was sucked out of the
South African innings.
Karishma scalped a wicket
each in three successive
overs to restrict South Africa
to a paltry 80/9 in 20 overs.

In reply, West Indies lost
Hayley early. But a 53-run
association between

Deandra Dottin (31) and
Kyshona Knight (26) put
them on course for an easy
win. Though the hosts lost
four wickets towards the end,
it didn't matter much as West
Indies reached the target
with 49 balls to spare. The
two teams will now move to
the five-match ODI series
starting from August 7 at the
Coolidge Cricket Ground.

Brief scores 
West Indies 81/5 in 11.5
overs (Deandra Dottin 31,
Kyshona Knight 26, Dane
van Niekerk 2/8, Ayabonga
Khaka 1/19) beat South
Africa 80/9 in 20 overs
(Sune Luus 23, Tazmin Brits
16, Karishma Ramharack
3/8, Aaliyah Alleyne 2/16)
by 5 wickets.

BAI announces squads for Thomas and Uber Cup & Sudirman Cup
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Star Indian shuttlers Saina Nehwal and B
Sai Praneeth will spearhead the women's
and men's teams respectively as the

Badminton Association of India (BAI) on
Sunday announced strong squads for the
Thomas and Uber Cup Finals, scheduled in
Denmark from October 9-17.

BAI has also named a 12-member Indian
team for the Sudirman Cup slated to take
place from September 26 to October 3 in
Finland.

For the Thomas and Uber Cup, London
Olympics bronze medallist Nehwal will be
accompanied by top-3 singles ranks from the
trials -- Malvika Bansod, Aditi Bhatt and
Tasnim Mir -- in the 10-member women's
team alongside three doubles pairs, including
Tanisha Crasto and Rutuparna Panda, who
claimed the top spot in the trials.

The 10-member men's team also com-
prised of four singles players and three dou-
bles pairs. Alongside Praneeth and the former
world No. 1 Kidambi Srikanth, top-2 singles
players from the trials -- Kiran George and
Sameer Verma -- have received places in the
team. The country's top men's doubles pair of
Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
has been selected in the team alongside top-2
ranked pairs from the trials.

The players, for the Thomas and Uber Cup
and the Sudirman Cup, were selected on the
basis of their performances in the recently-
concluded trials apart from the automatic
selections of the players/pairs, who are placed
inside Top-20 in the world rankings. The two-
time Olympics medallist PV Sindhu has not
been included in the squad as she had
requested not to be considered for selections
citing post-Olympics recovery.

Brief scores 
India 191 all out and
466 all out in 148.2
overs (Rohit
Sharma 127,
Cheteshwar Pujara
61, Shardul Thakur
60, Rishabh Pant 50,
K.L. Rahul 46, Virat
Kohli 44, Ollie
Robinson 2/105,
Chris Woakes 3/83,
Moeen Ali 2/118) vs
England 290 and
77/0 in 32 overs.

India beat Nepal
2-1 in friendly

Kathmandu| Agencies

Farukh Choudhary and
captain Sunil Chhetri
scored a goal each as

India defeated Nepal 2-1 in
their second international
friendly at the Dasharath
Stadium here on
Sunday.India began the first
half well, with Bipin Singh
penetrating through the
Nepal backline from the left
flank on several
occasionsAfter the break,
India continued their hunt.
Chinglensana swung in a
curling cross from the left,
which Sunil laid perfectly
into the path of an unmarked

Choudhary, who placed it
past the keeper and into the
corner to give the Blue Tigers
the lead.As the match
approached its critical stage,
Chhetri doubled the Blue
Tigers' advantage with a
trademark finish - polishing
off a fantastic counterattack.
The Indian skipper calmly
approached the goal and
sent Kiran the wrong way,
before slotting the ball home
to make it 2-0. Just as the
match neared the end, the
home team scored in the
87th minute through Tej
Tamang, who powered home
a venomous shot from 30
yards. 



MOHIT RAINA: 

TELEVISION WILL ALWAYS

BE HOME FOR ME
Yashika Mathur|Mumbai

Actor Mohit Raina will soon be seen playing
a doctor in the web series 'Mumbai
Diaries 26/11' on Amazon Prime

Video. The actor, who gained immense
popularity for playing Lord Shiva in
'Devon Ke Dev... Mahadev', has now
moved on to films and the digital plat-
form but the small screen will always
be home for him.

While many actors don't like
going back to television, a good
project can bring Mohit to the tube
soon.

"When there is something real-
ly interesting that comes up,
which is a limited series, I will
definitely do it (on television).
Television is home and you can
go home any time," Mohit, who
is still remembered for playing
Lord Shiva in TV show 'Devon
Ke Dev... Mahadev', tells corre-
spondent.

From television, to films such
as 'Uri: The Surgical Strike' and
yet to release 'Shiddat' and now
web series, Mohit has experi-
enced all three visual mediums.
However, instead of focusing on
the platform, he focuses on what is
common.

"When I look back, I feel some-
thing like this has really worked to my
advantage that I never planned any-
thing. I only had a relationship with the
lens. It was always just me and the lens. It
was never about doing something on tele-
vision or digital. All three mediums have a
different way of working, all three have chal-
lenges but what I usually enjoy is the process
between me and the lens," says the actor.

However, his fans never forget his character of
'Mahadev' even now.

Arundhuti Banerjee|Mumbai

National Award-winning actor Pankaj
Tripathi, in a conversation with IANS on the
occasion of his birthday, looks back at his

journey and three films of his career so far that are
very close to his heart. 

Powder: It was a television series aired on Sony
Entertainment Television in 2010. The series was a
crime thriller and Pankaj played the character of
Naved Ansari, a drug kingpin of Mumbai. He said,
"Back in those days, a show that unveils the dark
side of the world of business, drugs, etc. was not
made in our TV or cinema as it is today. My charac-
ter Naved was really appreciated by critics and
members of our fraternity. I was noticed by other
actors and they started getting to know that I exist
because that I was just struggling to get acting jobs."

Gurgaon : Directed by Shanker Raman the film
revolves around the story of Kehri Singh, a business
tycoon. Recalling that phase of his life, Pankaj said,

"Back then in 2017, in my career I was going
through so much uncertainty. Quite interestingly
my character Kehri also has an arch from zero to a
rich businessman, who became abusive, alcoholic
etc. Our director Shankar sir was a wise man who

told me, 'Pankaj the script is your map, now you
build the character.' That made me invest my mind
to the whole process of making it. But it was tough
for me because the character ages within the film
and I did not have that much experience in life."

Newton : Released in 2017 the film was direct-
ed by Amit Masurkar featuring - Rajkummar
Rao, Anjali Patil and Raghubir Yadav. The
film was an Indian entry to the Best
Foreign Language Film at the 90th
Academy Awards. Talking about the
film, Pankaj said, "When 'Newton'
came to me, while I liked the
character Atman Singh, I was
mainly excited because, for 40
days, the film will be shot out-
door, under the open sky! That
whole feeling of breathing
fresh air instead of shooting
in a closed place was so so
refreshing."

MEENAKSHII
CHAUDHARY:

VERY PARTICULAR
ABOUT STRONG 

STORIES IN MY FILMS
Team Absolute|Hyderabad

Actress Meenakshii Chaudhary recently made her
Telugu debut with 'Ichata Vahanamulu Niluparadu'.
She already had two more Telugu films signed even

before the release of first one and she says that she is clear
about always taking up a film which has a strong story. The
actress, who hails from Haryana, made her acting debut
with web series 'Out Of Love' and is glad that she started out
with a content-driven project. "My funda to be able to take up
a project was always the script and I was lucky enough to get
my first film which was content-based. I had a lot to showcase
as an actor and not just be a pretty face. So, strong story back-
ing is something that I really love and I am very particular
about," the actress tells reporter. She adds: "I would give that
preference and if that's good then the film will also be good.
The audience has become very smart today. So, even the big-
ger actors or everybody is taking the script as a priority. So, if
the script is good, the film will be good. I have been fortu-
nate enough to get good scripts at the start of my career."
.The actress will next be seen alongside actor Ravi Teja in
'Khiladi' and with Adivi Sesh in 'Hit 2'. Was there any nerv-
ousness about signing two more Telugu films before her
first film released in Tollywood? "Not really," says the

actress, who then explains, "Every movie has its own
destiny. What I have in control is to not expect any-

thing from any project and do my best. That is some-
thing that I will not leave behind. Whatever happens will be

a learning experience. Even if things don't go the way you
expect them to, you know that you have another day

and another chance to prove yourself. So, it's not
about being nervous, it's a constant learning

process. I am still very new and I need to
learn a lot as an actor."

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood actress Ananya Pandey joined a
special preview of the last season of Money
Heist at the Bombay Stock Exchange along

with a group of fans of the show. She said she will
be missing the show as it releases its last season. 

Being a 'die-hard' "Money Heist" fan Ananya
said, "It's super exciting to celebrate a series that I

and a lot of fans have been
eagerly waiting for. 'Money Heist' is one of my
favorite shows on Netflix and I'm a huge fan. It's
sad that this is the final leg of the series."

"I'm going to miss the show and the characters,
especially Denver, he is my favourite of the lot.
Jaime Lorente has done a fabulous job - Denver's
laugh is unforgettable and he is a brave man who
would give it all for his family! For now, I'm looking
forward to watching the new season of Money

Heist," she added.
Netflix India "took over the Bombay Stock

Exchange and paid tribute to everyone's favorite
gang". Leading the pack of fans was 'true heister' of
the day Ananya, hiding beneath one of the Dali
masks. 

After surprising everyone with her reveal,
Ananya, like a super fan, joined the affair and
watched a short exclusive preview of the much-
awaited Money Heist Part 5: Volume 1. The show
streams on Netflix.
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ANANYA PANDEY: GOING TO MISS 'MONEY HEIST'
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Bollywood action star Vidyut Jammwal
and fashion designer Nandita
Mahtani recently paid a visit to the

Taj Mahal and their pictures have sparked
engagement rumours.

It seems that actress Neha Dhupia has
confirmed the news on her Instagram
story. Neha took to her Instagram Story
and posted a screenshot of Vidyut and
Nandita posing and holding hands in front

of the Taj Mahal. A big shiny ring can be
seen on Nandita's finger.

On the image, Neha wrote: "Best news
ever...congratulations...@mevidyutjammw-
al @nanditamahtani." Vidyut and Nandita
have been rumoured to be dating for a
while now. However, the two have never
publicly spoken about it. The pair's picture
from their recent Agra trip has gone viral
on social media. Vidyut is currently busy
with his next 'Khuda Haafiz: Chapter II', a
sequel to his 2020 movie.

Vidyut Jammwal,
Nandita Mahtani

engaged?

Birthday boy Pankaj Tripathi's top
three films and his memories of them
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