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Two Pakistan-based men,
including a Pakistani intelli-
gence officer, have also
been identified and booked
in the case, in which one

person was arrested earlier, DGP
Dinkar Gupta disclosed on
Wednesday.

Taking serious note of the
increased attempts by terror groups
to disturb peace, the Chief Minister
has directed the police to be on high
alert, particularly in view of schools
and educational institutions reopen-
ing, as well as the festival season and
the Assembly polls ahead.

He has asked the DGP to ensure
high level of security arrangements,
especially in busy places, such as
markets etc, as well as at sensitive

installations across the state.
Giving details of the arrests, the

DGP also identified International
Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF) chief
Lakhbir Singh Rode, alias Baba, a
native of Rode village in Moga dis-
trict, who is currently based in
Pakistan, and Pakistani intelligence
official Qasim as being behind the
terror module.

Those arrested on Tuesday have
been identified as Rubal Singh, Vicky
Bhutti, Malkeet Singh and Gurpreet
Singh.

While Rubal, also wanted in a mur-

der case of September 1, was picked
up from Haryana's Ambala around 5
p.m., the other three were nabbed
from their villages in Ajnala, and
Amritsar. Their fifth accomplice,
Gurmukh Brar, was arrested earlier by
Kapurthala police, on August 20.

The DGP said Qasim, and Rode
had promised to transfer over Rs 2
lakh to the terrorist module for carry-
ing out the blast.

Investigations into the financial
aspects are also being carried to
unravel the money trail, he added.

Rubal and Vicky Bhutti were in

touch with Qasim, who was working
in close collaboration with Rode.
Rode and Qasim had reportedly
tasked the four members of a terrorist
module to blast an oil tanker for caus-
ing maximum damage to people and
property.

The terror attempt was made on
August 8, when, at about 11.30 p.m.,
the Ajnala police received informa-
tion that an oil tanker parked at
Sharma Filling Station Ajnala, located
on the Amritsar-Ajnala Road near
Bhakha Tara Singh village had caught
fire.
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HIGH ALERT IN PUNJAB WITH ARREST
OF FOUR OF ISI-BACKED MODULE
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In a major crackdown, the
UP Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) on Wednesday

arrested three more terror
suspects after a tip-off from
the central agencies.

Sources said that the ATS
received information from
the central agencies and
Special Cell of the Delhi
Police regarding multiple
blasts being planned by ter-
ror suspects and explosives
being also stored at various
locations.

A joint team of the
Intelligence Bureau and
Delhi Police Special Cell are

already interrogating the six
terror suspects who were
arrested on Tuesday and
sent to police custody on
Wednesday.

UP Additional Director
General of Police Prashant
Kumar told reporters that
those arrested on
Wednesday were highly radi-
calised and had dangerous
plans of attack.

"Uttar Pradesh ATS on
Tuesday raided four districts
simultaneously and took six
accused in the custody and
out of these, three have been
arrested other three are
being questioned. The ATS
team also recovered power-

ful IEDs with other weapons.
The ones who are arrested
are highly radicalised and
their intentions were highly
dangerous and if this IED
had blasted, a lot of casual-
ties might have been wit-
nessed," he said.

The ADG said that the
three would also be hand
over to the Delhi Police for
further investigations.

The terrorists were
allegedly planning several
blasts across the country,
including Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra,
during Ganesh Chaturthi, as
well as the upcoming
Navratri, and Ram Lila.

Three more terror suspects
arrested by UP ATS

PPuunnjjaabb  CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr
AAmmaarriinnddeerr  SSiinngghh  hhaass
oorrddeerreedd  hhiigghh  aalleerrtt  iinn  tthhee
ssttaattee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  aarrrreesstt
ooff  ffoouurr  mmoorree  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff
aann  IISSII--bbaacckkeedd  tteerrrroorriisstt
mmoodduullee  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  aa  bbiidd  ttoo
bbllooww  uupp  aann  ooiill  ttaannkkeerr  wwiitthh
aann  IIEEDD  ttiiffffiinn  bboommbb  llaasstt
mmoonntthh,,  mmaakkiinngg  iitt  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh
ccaassee  ooff  aa  PPaakkiissttaannii  tteerrrroorr
mmoodduullee  bbeeiinngg  bbuusstteedd  iinn  tthhee
ssttaattee  iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt  4400  ddaayyss..

CCoovvaaxxiinn  mmaayy  ggeett  WWHHOO
aapppprroovvaall  bbyy  mmoonntthh--
eenndd,,  ssaayyss  NNIITTII  AAaayyoogg
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India's indigenously-devel-
oped Covid vaccine Covaxin
may soon receive Emergency

Use Listing by the World Health
Organisation, eventually
enabling its recipients to travel
abroad without mandatory
quarantine, NITI Aayog's
Member, Health, V.K. Paul said
on Wednesday.

Data sharing and data evalu-
ation are going on and a posi-
tive decision may come soon,
he said."The data sharing and
data evaluation have been
going on through multiple reviews and we
are close to a decision point.

"We must give time to WHO to make their
decisions based on science. However, we
hope that these decisions can be taken
quickly because people who are receiving
Covaxin have certain imperatives of travel.
Most of us, who chose the concurrency, is
important in terms of licensure. We are hop-
ing for an early decision," Dr Paul said.

"We believe that a positive decision could
be coming in, before the end of the month,"
he added.In August, Indian Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya also met WHO Chief
Scientist Dr Soumya Swaminathan and held
discussions over the WHO approval of
Covaxin.The vaccine's developer Bharat
Biotech has submitted its Phase 3 clinical
trials data that demonstrated 77.8 per cent
efficacy to the Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) of the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO).

The WHO has so far approved Covid-19
vaccines by Pfizer-BioNTech, AstraZeneca,
Johnson and Johnson, Moderna, and
Sinopharm.

Delhi govt moves Supreme Court

over amendments to GNCTD Act
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The Delhi government has moved the
Supreme Court, challenging the Centre's
amendments to the Government of National

Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) Act, contend-
ing that the new changes go against representa-
tive democracy."The provisions inserted by the
Amendment Act violate the principles of federal-
ism, separation of powers, representative democ-
racy, and the rule of law, which are essential fea-
tures of the Constitution. Therefore, the
Amendment Act violates the 'Basic Structure' of
the Constitution," the petition states.

Passed in March this year, the amendment act
was opposed by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment that alleged that it gave greater power to
Lt Governor as the Delhi government will have to

seek his permission before any executive
action.The Delhi government, in its peti-
tion, has challenged the constitutionality
of four sections, namely Sections 21, 24,
33, 44 of the Act and Rules 3, 6A, 10, 14,
15, 19, 22, 23, 25, 47A, 49, 52 and 57 of
Transaction of Business of the
Government of National Capital Territory

of Delhi Rules, 1993, stating that they violated the
doctrine of basic structure of the Constitution by
going against its Section 239-AA and the constitu-
tional bench order.

It argued that the amendments by the Centre
are an attempt to treat the Lt Governor as the
"default administering authority over the NCT of
Delhi", by equating the position with that of the
"government", by authorising the Lt Governor to
withhold consent from bills that, in his judgment,
may be "incidentally" outside the scope of
Assembly's legislative powers, and by empower-
ing the official to interfere in the day-to-day
administration of the Delhi government by intro-
ducing the requirement of obtaining the Lt
Governor's views before executing a decision of
the Council of Ministers.

It has been further stated that the new laws

encroach on the scope of the Delhi Assembly's
core legislative functions by interfering with the
power of the Assembly to frame its own rules of
business or to hold the government to account, a
core function of any legislature.

According to the Delhi government, the
Transaction of Business of the Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi Amendment
Rules dilutes and divests the executive powers of
the elected government of Delhi by transferring
the powers to the Lt Governor and the Secretaries
in the Delhi Government in derogation of repre-
sentative form of government as envisaged under
Article 239-AA of the Constitution.

A rift between Delhi Lt Governor Anil Baijal
and the AAP government arose over powers,
duties, and governance. This matter was then
taken to court, wherein a Constitutional Bench of
the apex court held that the Council of Ministers
shall inform all its decisions to the Lt Governor
but that does not mean that the concurrence of
the Lt Governor is required. While the GNCTD
Act Amendment Bill was introduced in March, he
Transaction of Business of Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment)
Act came into force in July.

To decide Naga political issue,
Nagaland heading for all-party govt
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With the ruling and opposition parties
making hectic efforts for the past few
months to form an all-party govern-

ment in Nagaland, all the political parties will
meet on Saturday to finalise the formation of
the Nagaland United Government (NUG),
sources said on Wednesday.According to the
political parties, the main aim of forming the
NUG is to resolve the Naga political issue
involving various outfits including the NSCN
(IM). As Nagaland is heading for an all-party
government, the opposition Naga People's
Front (NPF) is most likely to join the NUG
headed by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.

NPF legislature party leader T.R. Zeliang
said that a joint meeting of the ruling
People's Democratic Alliance (PDA), NPF
and Independent MLAs would be held on
September 18 in Kohima to decide about the
Nagaland United Government.

He said that he was optimistic that every
aspect of the formation of the NUG would be
finalised on Saturday and then formal letters

would be given to the state assembly speaker
and the governor to change the nomencla-
ture from PDA government to NUG.

An all-party meeting comprising the
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party
(NDPP) headed by Rio, Bharatiya Janata
Party, NPF and two Independent legislators
was held on August 11. It agreed in principle
to form an all-party government under the
name of NUG."Our aim is very clear and
transparent. We have come together to
resolve the long awaited Naga political issue.
We wish the Naga issue is settled before
Christmas," Zeliang told the media.

Surprising the political circles in Nagaland
and other northeastern states, the Centre on
September 9 transferred Nagaland Governor
Ravindra Narayan Ravi to Tamil Nadu. He
was the government's interlocutor for the
much-debated Naga peace talks, which are
now in the last stages of finalisation.

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi has been
given the additional charge as Nagaland
Governor.With the backing of the central
leaders the BJP, an ally of the PDA govern-

ment, in principle also supported the move
for an all-party government.

The NPF, which is the single largest party
in Nagaland with 25 MLAs, decided to join
the proposed NUG government apparently
for taking forward the Naga political issue
between the Centre and Naga political
groups.Led by Rio, the NDPP with 20 mem-
bers and the BJP with 12 MLAs are also the
leading partners of the incumbent PDA gov-
ernment.Two independent members are also
supporting the government while one seat is
lying vacant in the 60-member Assembly
after the death of an MLA.

The latest political development comes
after almost all parties in the northeastern
state came together following the formation
of the Core Committee on Naga Political
Issue (CCoNPI) led by Rio (convener) on
June 16.Deputy Chief Minister and leader of
the BJP legislature party Y Patton said that his
party is also keen to resolve the Naga political
issue at the earliest.

Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee
(NPCC) said that the decision of the opposi-

tion NPF to join the PDA government "on the
pretext of Naga political issue to converge
into an opposition-less government" was an
insult to the people of the state as they fought
the 2018 Assembly polls against the BJP.The
NPCC in a statement also alleged that the
main purpose for the political matrimony
between the NPF and PDA was to "raid the
state exchequer and enjoy the perks of office
while delaying the implementation of a Naga
political solution".

The Central government has been sepa-
rately holding peace talks with the Isak-
Muivah faction of the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (NSCN-IM) and eight
other outfits which came together a few years
ago under the banner of 'Naga National
Political Groups' (NNPGs).

The NSCN-IM and other outfits entered
into a ceasefire agreement with the govern-
ment of India in 1997 and in the subsequent
years and held a political dialogue since
then.The NSCN-IM, the dominant Naga
group since August 1997, has held around 80
rounds of negotiations with the Centre.

Kashmiri Pandits return after
Harmukh-Gangabal Yatra

Team Absolute|Srinagar

A25-member group of Kashmiri Pandits from different
parts of the country concluded the two-day long trek
and puja

at the
Harmukh-
Gangabal holy
site in Jammu
and Kashmir on
Wednesday. 

A group of 25
Kashmiri
Pandits had
started the
uphill trek to the Gangabal Lake situated at the foot of the
Harmukh peak after performing the traditional puja at the
ancient Naranag temple in north Kashmir's Ganderbal district.

Situated 16,870 feet above the sea-level, the Harmukh Peak
is believed to be the abode of Lord Shiva.

Since time immemorial, Kashmiri Pandits have been carry-
ing the ashes of their departed souls for immersion in the
Gangabal lake, which is locally believed to be the Ganges for
the Kashmiri Pandits. The annual Yatra to Harmukh and
Gangabal was started four years back by Kashmiri Pandits as a
re-assertion of their historical moorings.

Local Muslims have been helping the devotees to reach the
Gangabal lake by acting as guides, besides lending horses to
carry loads and infirm pilgrims.
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Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
launched scathing attack on

the BJP and said that the party is
using religion for their gains and
they do not care about Hinduism
as it is only using the religion to
further its interest.

Addressing women convention
of the party, Rahul Gandhi said,
"Ye Jhoothe Hindu hai, hindu
dharm ka prayog kar rahein hain,
ye hindu nahi hain, hindu dharm
ki dalali karte hain. (They are fake
hindus and using hinduism for
their gains, they are not hindus but
brokers of religion).

Attacking the BJP, Rahul Gandhi
said, "They call themselves hindu
party but wherever they go they
attack Laxmi and Durga and kill
the Godesses, then they say that
they are hindus -- which type of
Hindus are they?"

He said Laxmi and Durga are
symbols of empowerment of
women and the government is
using all means to destroy them

through demonetisation, GST,
farm laws and inflation.

The result of the government's
policies is that Diwali is approach-
ing but people's pockets are empty
as all the money has been shifted
to the friends of the Prime

Minister.
He accused the RSS of ignoring

the women power. In RSS, they
have no place for the fairer gender
while the Congress has given a
woman Prime Minister.

"The Congress has a different

ideology and as a Congress worker,
I can compromise with other ide-
ologies but cannot compromise
with the ideology of the BJP and
the RSS. This is a big question for
us -- what is the difference
between Gandhi's Congress',
Godse's, and Savarkar's ideolo-
gies," he said.

The former party president did
not stop here, and said that
Mahatma Gandhi practised non-
violence, then why the ideology of
RSS, Savarkar and Godse pumped
three bullets in the chest of
Gandhi.

He alleged that Modi has con-
ceded land to China and thou-
sands of kilometers are now under
Chinese occupation but the Prime
Minister says nothing has hap-
pened. The Congress leader
unveiled new symbol of the Mahila
Congress which is celebrating its
38th foundation day and said that
the Congress symbol resembles in
every religion, from Hinduism to
Jains to Budhism and Christianity
and in Islam people pray while lift
their hands.

BJP-RSS FAKE HINDUS, DOING 'DALALI'
OF RELIGION: RAHUL GANDHI
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In view of the dangerous level of
pollution during Diwali in Delhi
witnessed in the last three years,

we are again imposing a complete
ban on the storage, sale and usage
of any kind of firecracker to save
people's lives," Kejriwal tweeted,
appealing traders to avoid buying or
keeping stocks of crackers this year.

The decision has been made
keeping Delhi traders in mind as
last year the same announcement
at the eleventh hour had left many
sellers in confusion for they had

already purchased huge stocks
weeks ahead of the festival. With the
onset of winter, the capital starts
gasping for fresh air as pollution
level due to burning of crop-residue
in the neighbouring states of UP,
Punjab and Haryana starts during
the same time. Bursting of firecrack-
ers adds to the problem, leaving the
air highly toxic and its citizens with
severe breathing problems for at
least a week. Only recently, the chief
minister, citing a WAPCOS report,
urged the central government to

encourage farmers in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Haryana to use a Pusa-
made bio-decomposer which will
resolve the issue of stubble-burning
by proving a greener and better
alternative to get rid of crop residue.

Other than that, the Delhi gov-
ernment is also working on a Winter
Action Plan. All the departments
from environment to transport to
MCDs have been asked to come up
with a plan by September 21 so that
a conclusion can be reached by this
month end.

Delhi CM bans firecrackers
on Diwali to fight pollution

In a move to fight pol-
lution, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on
Wednesday
announced a com-
plete ban on the stor-
age, sale and usage of
firecrackers for the
third year in a row.
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The crime against women
in cities has declined by
21.1 per cent in the year

2020 in comparison to 2019,
the National Crime Record
Bureau (NCRB) said in its lat-
est report.

As per the data, a total of
35,331 cases of crime against
women were registered last
year whereas the number of
cases in 2019 was 44,783,
showing a decrease of 21.1
per cent. It also disclosed that
majority of cases under crime
against women were regis-
tered under 'Cruelty by
Husband or his Relatives' --
30.2 per cent, followed by
'Assault on Women with
Intent to Outrage her
Modesty' -- 19.7 per cent,
'Kidnapping and Abduction of
Women' -- 19.0 per cent and
'Rape' -- 7.2 per cent.

The number of crimes
against women in Delhi has
declined by 24.18 per cent last
year. The total number of
cases reported in 2020 was
9,782 over 12,902 in 2019.

Mumbai has also recorded
a decrease in crime against

women as it recorded 4,583
cases last year in comparison
to 6,519 cases in 2019 while
Jaipur reported 2,369 cases
over 3,417 during the same
period.Last year, Bangaluru
recorded 2,730 cases over
3,486 in 2019 whereas
Hyderabad reported 2,390
cases over 2,755 in the same
period. Despite a decreasing
trend in almost all cities,
Kolkata and Lucknow record-
ed an increase of over 35 and
8 per cent respectively in
crime against women.

In 2020, Kolkata recorded
2,001 cases over 1,474 in 2019
while Lucknow recorded
2,636 cases against 2,425 in
2019. Under the dowry death
cases under section 304
B(IPC) in 2020, a total of 358

cases were reported while
Delhi recorded the highest
number of cases 109 followed
by 48 cases in Lucknow while
Kanpur and Jaipur recorded
30 and 26 cases respectively.

A total of 10,733 cases of
cruelty by husband or his rel-
atives under sections 498A
(IPC) were reported in cities
in 2020 and Delhi recorded
the highest number with
2,570 cases, followed by
Hyderabad with 1,226 and
Jaipur with 1,043 cases.

In 2020, as many as 5,599
women were victims of kid-
napping & abduction in cities
under section 336(IPC) while
Delhi recorded 2,637 cases,
followed by 484 cases in
Bangluru and 335 cases in
Indore.

Crime against women down by
over 21% in cities: NCRB report
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Congress MP Manish Tewari on
Wednesday sought clarifica-
tion from the government after

reports surfaced that the United
States has approached India to allow
use of airbases situated at North
West frontiers.

Tewari in a statement said, "Is it
correct that US Secretary Blinken has
approached India to allow its bases
in Northwest to be used for Air
Strikes against Afghanistan?"

He said that the PMO needs to
clarify soon as whichever nation has
allowed US to utilise its soil for
Military operations, blow back has
been devastating.

"Over the past 70 years, no foreign
forces have ever been allowed to
base themselves in India. It would
constitute the gravest violation of
India's sovereignty. From Okinawa,
Philippines, Korea, Vietnam, Loas,
Kampuchea, Iraq, Afghanistan, Latin
& S. America, history littered with
the debris & consequences of allow
any US or other foreign Military
presence on a Nation's soil. Such

basing rights would be a frontal
attack on India's sovereignty and a
complete sell out of our National
interest. It needs to be neutered in
the bud," he added.Tewari was com-
menting on news reports which said
that US Secretary of State Antony

Blinken in a statement to the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations on
the Afghanistan issue said that the
United States is in touch with India
on using as a post for aerial strikes in
Afghanistan.Blinken's statement
comes days ahead of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi participating in per-
son in the Leaders' Summit of the
Quadrilateral Framework in
Washington DC on September 24,
2021, being organised by the US.

Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga and US President Joe
Biden will also be attending the
Summit to review the progress made
since their first virtual Summit on
March 12 this year and discuss
regional issues of shared interest.

The discussion would be focusing
around critical and emerging tech-
nologies, connectivity and infra-
structure, cyber security, maritime
security, humanitarian assistance,
climate change, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific region, combating
Covid-19 pandemic and addressing
climate change issues.

The four QUAD member nations
have always been vocal for rule-
based order in the Indo-Pacific
region amidst Chinese military
assertiveness in the region whereas
Beijing observes this grouping as
detrimental to its influence in the
region.

Tewari seeks clarification from govt
on US asking India for use of airbase
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India witnessed a marginal spike in new
Covid cases on Wednesday after a few days
of continued decline in daily cases. In the

last 24 hours, India registered 27,176 cases,
pushing the total Covid-19 cases so far in the
country to 3,33,16,755.

However, the daily Covid tally in the coun-
try remained below 30,000 for the last four
days, according to the Union Health
Ministry's report on Wednesday.

A total of 25,404 new cases were registered
on Tuesday, 27,254 on Monday and 28,591 on
Sunday. With 284 new fatalities registered in
the last 24 hours, the country's total Covid
death toll increased to 4,43 497. The fatality
rate has remained at 1.33 per cent for the last
few days.

The number of active cases has also
declined by 11,120 and the current active
cases are 3,51,087, which is 1.5 per cent of the
total Covid infection reported in the country
since early 2020.In the same time span, a total
of 38,012 Covid-infected patients have recov-
ered, pushing the country's total recoveries to
3,25,22,171. The Covid recovery rate rose to
97.62 per cent on Wednesday, as per the

Ministry's data. The weekly positivity rate was
reported at 2 per cent, which is less than 3 per
cent for the last 82 days, while the daily posi-
tivity rate was 1.69 per cent, which remained
below 3 per cent for the last 16 days. India has
so far tested a total of 54.60 crore
(54,60,55,796) Covid samples, out of which,
16,10,829 were conducted in the last 24 hours,
according to the Union Health Ministry.

Till date, the country has administered over
75.89 crore (75,89,12,277) doses of Covid vac-
cines, out of which 61,15,690 jabs were given
in the last 24 hours, the data showed.

At 27,176 new cases, India's daily
tally below 30K in last 4 days

Kolkata|Agencies

The Election Commission of India is likely to
deploy 52 companies of central forces for the
upcoming by-elections in three assembly

constituencies in West Bengal including the high-
voltage Bhabanipur bypoll from where Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee is a candidate.

According to sources in the Chief Electoral Office
of West Bengal, the Commission has decided to
deploy 19 companies of central forces in
Bhabanipur alone - the highest among the three
constituencies that are going for the polls. Apart
from that the rest of 33 companies of central forces
will be divided between Jangipur and Samserganj
in Murshidabad district.

Meanwhile, 15 companies of central forces have
already reached the state, of which 8 companies
have been deployed in Bhabanipur for pre-poll
area domination. The rest of the 7 companies of
forces have been sent to Murshidabad district. Of
the 15 companies of central forces that have come
to the state, 7 are from CRPF, 4 are from BSF, 2 from
SSB and one company each from CISF and ITBP.

The bypolls in all the three constituencies will be

held on September 30 and the results will be
announced on October 3. The election in
Bhabanipur assembly constituency from where
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee is contesting has
been marred with controversy.

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has already
been filed complaining that the chief secretary of
the state has overstepped his limits in requesting
the Election Commission to conduct election in
Bhabanipur else that would lead to aconstitutional
crisis. The EC, on the basis of the request from the
West Bengal government has already announced

the election as a 'Special Case'. The case is pending
before the High Court and is likely to be heard on
Monday.

Apart from that BJP candidate in Bhabanipur
Priyanka Tibrewal has objected to Mamata
Banerjee's nomination alleging that she has sup-
pressed information in her affidavit. The BJP com-
plained that Banerjee has not disclosed five crimi-
nal cases pending against her in her affidavit.

In a letter to the Returning Officer of Bhabanipur
Assembly Constituency, BJP candidate Priyanka
Tibrewal's chief election agent Sajal Ghosh said that
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has not disclosed
five criminal cases pending against her in her affi-
davit.

Giving details of the cases, Ghosh said that the
Chief Minister has been booked under sections
120B (criminal conspiracy), Section 153A (promot-
ing enmity) and Section 338 (causing grievous hurt
by act endangering life or personal safety of others)
of Indian Penal Code in several police stations of
Assam including Geeta Nagar police station,
Panbazar police station, Jagiroad police station,
Lakhimpur police station and Udharbond police
station.

EC to deploy 52 companies of
central forces for Bengal by-polls

Bengaluru|Agencies

The opposition parties,
Congress and JD(S) in
Karnataka are all set to

launch a high-voltage attack
on the ruling BJP on
Wednesday, both in the
Assembly as well as the
House of the Council.

The opposition is deter-
mined to rake up the temple
demolition issues in both
the Houses as the ruling BJP
is in a fix over the issue on
the backdrop of the
Supreme Court orders to
clear religious structures
built in public places.
Opposition parties are chid-
ing the ruling BJP on the
issue as the party always

comes to the forefront
whenever matters of the
Hindus come to the fore.
Now that the state govern-
ment is all set to demolish
2,989 illegal religious struc-
tures, most of them are tem-
ples and other Hindu reli-
gious centres, the BJP is
compelled to do firefighting
as the pro-Hindu outfits and
its own leaders are criticis-
ing the move.As many as
6,395 illegal religious con-
structions of all Faith's were
identified after the 2009
order from the Apex court.
In 12 years 2,887 religious
structures have been demol-
ished, vacated and shifted in
the state. After 2009, a total

of 1,242 religious structures
have come up on public
properties in the state,
according to government
sources. A total of 1,579 ille-
gal structures are identified
in the Dakshina Kannada
district, considered as the
bastion of the BJP. 740 struc-
tures are identified in
Shivamogga, the native dis-
trict of former Chief
Minister Yediyurappa.

The Congress has lodged
a complaint with the
Mysuru District
Commissioner against BJP
MP Pratap Simha, who stat-
ed he wouldn't listen to any-
one when it comes to the
matter of religion.

K'taka Assembly session: 

BJP to face oppn heat over
temple demolition, inflation

Patna|Agencies

The Bharatiya Janata Party is not sure as to
which faction of the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
it needs to support as conflicting signals are

emanating from various sections from its Bihar
unit.

After months of ignoring Chirag Paswan, the son
of late Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, in favour
of his uncle Pashupati Kumar Paras, a section of the
BJP in Bihar seems to be reaching out to him in
order to keep him in good humour.

Bihar Minister Neeraj Kumar Bablu calls Chirag
Paswan "his own", while state party President
Sanjay Jaiswal has described the Paras faction as
the real LJP, after it got a berth in the Union govern-
ment. "Chirag Paswan ji is a part of the NDA and I
think he will continue to be so," says Bablu, while
Jaiswal, on the other hand, says Paras is a Union
Minister and a part of the NDA.

He, however, does not directly attack Chirag
Paswan, but says that the party is not about one
individual. Political experts say that the BJP does
not want to totally alienate Chirag Paswan as his
faction can take control of the party any time.

Senior journalist Manikant Thakur says that "the
way Chirag was targeting Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar before the Bihar Assembly elections, there
was enough indication that the BJP was behind it.
Nitish Kumar was dead against Chirag Paswan, due
to which the BJP had to also toe that line under
pressure, but the party always had a soft corner for
him". He said that under Nitish Kumar's pressure,
the BJP may try to maintain distance from Chirag
Paswan, but it knows that Ram Vilas Paswan's vote

bank will remain with him only. Thakur believes
that in the event of JD-U breaking away from the
NDA in future, the BJP can make a new plan with
Chirag Paswan. It also believes that if Paras gets
angry, the lure for a ministerial post can bring him
along. In the event of uncle (Paras) and nephew
(Chirag) getting united in future, the BJP may still
like to go with them. Even Jaiswal, in his statement,
calls the LJP a part of the NDA and Chirag is an MP
of the LJP. Meanwhile, there is a tussle in the NDA
over Chirag and Paras. JD-U spokesperson
Abhishek Jha said that the BJP leadership has also
said that those who do not like Nitish Kumar can-
not be a part of the NDA. Nitish Kumar is the face
of NDA in Bihar, he said. The BJP is said to have
played a major role in the split of the LJP in June,
when five party MPs kicked out Chirag Paswan and
replaced him with his uncle Paras as the president.

Next month, the Modi government recognised
Paras faction as the real LJP and he was made
Union Minister on the party quota. However, the
Rajya Sabha seat that fell vacant due to the demise
of Ram Vilas Paswan was denied to Chirag Paswan.

Conflicting views in BJP over LJP, Chirag Paswan
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The chief of Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS), Vineet
Agrawal, said categorically on

Wednesday that no recce has been
done in Mumbai, nor any weapons or
explosives were found in the wake of
the busting of a terror module by the
Special Cell of Delhi Police on
Tuesday.

"We keep getting terror alerts. But
as far as this case is concerned,
Mumbai and Maharashtra are safe,"
the ATS chief told mediapersons.

Agrawal's comments came a day
after the Delhi Police nabbed six per-
sons, including one Jaan Mohammed
Shaikh (47) of Mumbai, in an anti-ter-
ror operation, sparking concerns in
the country's commercial capital.

"Shaikh took a train from Mumbai
Central for Hazrat Nizamuddin in
Delhi on September 13. He was
arrested by a Delhi Police team from
Kota in Rajasthan on Tuesday,"
Agrawal told mediapersons.

He added that the Maharashtra
ATS is coordinating with the Delhi

Police in this regard and a team will
leave from here for the national capi-
tal later on Wednesday to take the
custody of Shaikh for his interroga-
tion by the police here.

"We have asked for a copy of the
FIR from the Delhi Police to know
more about the case. We want to
know the exact conspiracy. We will
also share whatever information we
have with the Delhi Police," Agrawal

said.
The Mumbai Police have also

questioned Shaikh's family members
who live in the Sion area of Dharavi,
and the police are already aware of
his old crime records in Mumbai, he
said.The accused has 20-year-old
connections with absconding mafia
don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar and
worked as his henchman here. He
was also involved in crimes like

assault and firing, which are regis-
tered with the Pydhonie police sta-
tion.

Shaikh was jobless before he
bought a taxi and was paying the EMI
for it. He was said to be under finan-
cial stress.

To a query, Agrawal said that the
Central intelligence agencies did not
issue any alert to Maharashtra Police
or the ATS in this matter.

"Then how is it an 'intelligence fail-
ure' on our part? The case is of Delhi
Police and they have all the rights to
make arrests," the ATS chief said.

Earlier, Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil had said that there is "no
intel failure" and the state govern-
ment will cooperate fully with the
Delhi Police in this "extremely sensi-
tive case".

His comments came after a high-
level review meeting with DGP Sanjay
Pandey, Mumbai Police
Commissioner Hemant Nagrale, the
ATS chief and others, following which
he gave a detailed briefing to Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray.

NO RECCE IN MUMBAI, WEAPONS OR EXPLOSIVES

NOT FOUND: MAHA ATS CHIEF 

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Home Minister Dilip
Walse Patil on
Wednesday said one

of the terror suspects, hailing
from Mumbai, who was
arrested along with five oth-
ers by the Delhi Police, was
under watch of the
Maharashtra police and there
was no intelligence failure on
part of the state security
force. The Delhi Police's
Special Cell on Tuesday bust-
ed a Pakistan-organised ter-
ror module with the arrest of
six men, including two Pak-
ISI trained terrorists, officials
earlier said, adding that the
terrorists were allegedly plan-
ning several blasts across the
country, including Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, during the fes-
tivals of Ganesh Chaturthi,
Navratri and Ramleela.

Out of the six terror sus-
pects, Jaan Mohammad
Shaikh (47) hails from
Mumbai and the city police
and Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) offi-
cials on Tuesday questioned
this family here and searched
his home after his arrest
became public.

Talking to reporters here
on Wednesday, Walse Patil
said that Shaikh, also known
as 'Sameer Kalia', is from
Dharavi area (in Mumbai)
and as per criminal records,
he was booked for some local
crime in 2001.

"Like other criminals, he
was also being watched by
the state police. There is no
question of the state intelli-
gence failure here," the min-
ister said. "Due to sensitivity
of the issue, I cannot reveal
all the details related to this
case, but I can tell you that
the suspect was under watch.
There is no failure on part of
the state police. It is also not
an embarrassment for our
police force," he said.

Asked whether the Delhi
Police informed the
Maharashtra Police before
making the arrest, the minis-
ter said, "Sometimes, when
there is no solid information,
police of one state visit
another state and at times
also make arrests without
intimating the local police".

Terror suspect nabbed by Delhi cops was under watch,
no intelligence failure by Maharashtra police: Patil
The Delhi Police's
Special Cell on
Tuesday busted a
Pakistan-organised
terror module with
the arrest of six men,
including two Pak-ISI
trained terrorists,
officials earlier said,
adding that the ter-
rorists were allegedly
planning several
blasts across the
country, including
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra,
during the festivals
of Ganesh Chaturthi,

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Land acquisition for the
National High-Speed
Rail Corporation

Limited's (NHSRCL)
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet
Train project has gained
momentum in the last one
month with 12 villages in
Palghar district, which were
covered under PESA
(Panchayats - Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, pass-
ing resolutions through their
gram sabhas to give up land
for the project.

The bullet train will pass
through Mumbai suburban,
Thane and Palghar districts.

Sandip Pawar, the land
acquisition officer for Palghar
district, said, "As per our
records, 19 villages covered
under PESA Act and tribal-
dominated, had given their
consent earlier. Now, 31 vil-
lages have given concurrence
to give their land. Ten are still
opposing the project and we
are in discussion with them.
We will settle their claims or
go for direct purchase of
land." "Now, nearly 85 per
cent of the land needed for
the project has either been
acquired or is being
acquired. We only need to get
land from 10 villages covered
under PESA Act," he added.

In Vasai, around 2,000 ten-

ements needed for the proj-
ect are spread over various
buildings and chawls. Pawar
said that certain buildings
will be demolished and the
tenants be given new houses.

In Thane, Collector Rajesh
Narvekar said, "Nearly 75
acre of land was to be
acquired in Thane and
Bhiwandi talukas. We have
got 42 acres by the consent of
the landowners. There exist
family or boundary disputes
for the remaining land. But
we have deposited the acqui-
sition amount in court and
will take over the remaining
land by September end or
early October.''

In Gujarat, nearly 97 per
cent of the land needed for
the project has been
acquired.

12 villages in Palghar decide to give
up land for bullet train project

The bullet train will
pass through
Mumbai suburban,
Thane and Palghar
districts.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Atrader's house in Ulhasnagar area of Thane
District in Maharashtra was attacked, on late
Tuesday night, with beer and cold drink bot-

tles by local goons who were demanding ransom.
The incident was captured in a CCTV camera of the
house. The footage of the incident has gone viral on
social media with netizens demanding action
against the goons.

On Tuesday night, the miscreants threw beer
bottles at trader Dheeraj Valecha's house who owns
a grocery shop in Camp number 4 in Ulhasnagar.
No damage to property or life was reported in the
incident.

A person named Navin Keshvani who lives in
Camp number 4 area of Ulhasnagar reportedly
takes ransom money from businessmen in that
area. Keshvani also demanded ransom money of Rs
10,000 from Valecha. However, he refused to give
money to Keshvani.

This made Keshvani furious and he along with

three others went near the trader's house and threw
bottles while standing on the road outside the
house. In the CCTV footage four youths can be
seen coming in an auto and throwing bottles at
Valecha's house. They ran away in the same vehicle
after throwing the bottles. However, their act was
caught on the camera though they had covered
their faces.According to reports, the trader's house
was targeted to scare him to pay the ransom
money. Trader Valecha has registered a case
against Keshvani and his associates at Vitthalwadi
police station in Ulhasnagar. He has demanded
Keshvani and his associates should be given the
harshest punishment.Valecha has also demanded
that his family should be given police protection for
a few days. He fears that the absconding accused
may again target his house and also cause damage
to his shop. He has closed his shop for a few days
on the police's advice. Police are searching for the
accused on the basis of CCTV footage.

Trader's House Attacked With Beer
Bottles For Refusing Ransom Money

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) and Mumbai Police have raided
and begun grilling the family of the ter-

ror suspect Jaan Mohammed Shaikh who was
arrested by the Special Cell of Delhi Police.

In a sensational operation by the Delhi
Police, Shaikh, 47, alias 'Samir Kaalia' was
nabbed on Tuesday along with five others.
They are allegedly part of a Pakistan-backed
terror module which included two trained by
the ISI.

The family of Shaikh -- who is reportedly
linked with the dreaded D-Company led by
the fugitive mafia don Dawood Ibrahim
Kaskar -- lives in a decrepit tenement in a
slum of Sion area since the past many years.

He is married, his wife does odd jobs in the
area and the couple have two daughters. But
more details are not available with the ATS
and police making enquiries in the vicinity to
get more information on him.

Some locals recall him as a quiet driver,
devoted to his family and a non-interfering
type who kept mostly to himself. The militant

module exposed by the Delhi Police was
allegedly planning to carry out blasts all over
India particularly during the festive season
and create disturbances ahead of the upcom-
ing polls in different states.

Shaikh, who is believed to be close to Anees
Ibrahim Kaskar, the younger sibling of the
most wanted Dawood, was allegedly given the
responsibility to deliver bombs, weapons and
grenades to various groups in the country to
carry out the terror hits.

Delhi terror module bust: Maha
ATS, cops grill suspect's kin Team Absolute|Mumbai

The NITI Aayog on Tuesday
praised the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government's handling

of the Covid pandemic situation in
Maharashtra and the state's big push
for electric vehicles.

A delegation led by NITI Aayog
CEO Amitabh Kant and others met
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
Revenue Minister Balasaheb Thorat
and other top officials to discuss a 41
pending issues of the state govern-
ment.

"The commission has assured that
action will be taken to sort out all
these issues expeditiously. The NITI
Aayog's Deputy Chairman, Rajiv
Kumar, also lauded the state's anti-
Covid measures and the Electric
Vehicles Policy announced recently,"
said an official from the CMO.

On his part, Thackeray expressed
confidence that in coordination with
the NITI Aayog, the state would
become numero uno in the country

and urged the delegation to resolve
the state's outstanding issues on pri-
ority.

Pointing out how the state led in
terms of providing healthcare during
the pandemic, the CM urged the
NITI Aayog to ensure that the Covid
grants are fully given to the state as a

possible third wave is round the cor-
ner.

Environment and Tourism
Minister Aditya Thackeray gave a
presentation on the EV policy which
earned appreciation as a good step
from Amitabh Kant for the "state's
vision for the future".

The state government put up 41
pending issues - some contentious -
before the visiting delegation for the
attention of the Centre, pertaining to
infrastructure, ports, irrigation,
financial, housing and other sectors.

These included: Making availabili-
ty of land for construction of the
Mumbai Metro depot at Kanjurmarg,
acquisition of 45 acres of land from
the Railways for the Dharavi redevel-
opment project, Buld Drugs Park,
expansion of the Pune, Thane,
Nashik, Nagpur Metro rails, and the
Pune-Nashik double-railway.

The Chief Minister pointed out
that the GST refund to the state has
reached Rs 30,000 crore and will
soon touch Rs 50,000 crore, and
though the Centre earned revenues
through the increased cess on petrol
and diesel, it did not benefit the
state.

The Centre will provide Rs 3,000
crore for the development of the
Dighi Port Industrial Area as part of
the plan to set up a new city there
under a SPV, said Kant.

NITI Aayog pats Maha for Covid war, EV drive

The goons threw beer bottles at the
house of the trader in Thane, the act
was caught on CCTV camera.

PLEA IN BOMBAY HC ALLEGING CORRUPTION
BY MAHARASHTRA TRANSPORT MINISTER
SEEKS CENTRAL PROBE

Mumbai:A suspended motor vehicle inspector has
accused Anil Parab and six senior officers of corrup-
tion in connection with transfers and postings in the
RTOs, amounting to several crores of rupees.

A suspended motor vehicle inspector of the Nashik
regional transport office has recently approached the
Bombay High Court alleging corruption in the RTOs in
the state.

The plea has also accused Maharashtra Transport
Minister Anil Parab and six senior officers of corrup-
tion in connection with transfers and postings in the
RTOs, amounting to several crores of rupees.

A division bench of Justice SS Shinde and Justice NJ
Jamadar on Wednesday was hearing a writ petition by
suspended inspector Gajendra Patil filed through
advocates V P Rane and Venkatesh Shewale, which
sought an investigation into alleged corruption in state
transport department, through an independent central
investigation agency, preferably CBI.

Patil claimed that he was suspended after he had
complained about the alleged corruption to his superi-
or, however, no redressal was availed.

Patil has also alleged corruption at border check-
posts, settlement of cases against some private opera-
tors and illegal registration of BS-4 vehicles.

Parab was recently summoned by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to appear before it in connection with
a money laundering case in which allegations have
been levelled against former state home minister Anil
Deshmukh.

Parab has come under the ED scanner after sus-
pended and dismissed assistant police inspector
Sachin Waze, in a letter he tried to submit to the NIA
court, claimed that the transport minister had asked
him to carry out extortion to the tune of Rs 50 crore
from a private trust.

The HC on Wednesday refused urgent hearing in
Patil's plea and posted the matter to October 8. "Courts
should not be used for political battles," the HC said.

16-YEAR-OLD
RAPE VICTIM
DIES BY SUICIDE

Nagpur: According to the
police, the girl was allegedly
raped by a relative of her step-
mother in June, following
which a police complaint was
lodged and the accused was
arrested

A 16-year-old girl allegedly
committed suicide after the
man accused of raping her was
recently released from jail on
bail in Maharashtra's Nagpur
city, police said.

The girl, who lived with her
father, stepmother and brother,
allegedly hanged herself from
the ceiling at her home in
Jaripatka area on September
13, senior inspector Nitin
Phatangare of Jaripatka police
station said. According to the
police, the girl was allegedly
raped by a relative of her step-
mother in June, following
which a police complaint was
lodged and the accused was
arrested, the official said.

The accused, who was
charged for rape, was recently
released on bail from the cen-
tral jail, he said, adding that
the girl had been depressed
ever since. The deceased teen's
body has been sent for post-
mortem and a case of acciden-
tal death has been registered,
the official said.

Team Absolute|Pune

Aspecial court in Pune on Wednesday
framed charges against five accused in
the case of murder of anti-superstition

activist Dr Narendra Dabholkar.
Dabholkar, who headed the Maharashtra

Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti, was shot
dead in Pune on August 20, 2013, allegedly by
members of a right-wing extremist group. The
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is con-
ducting a probe into the case. A criminal trial
starts once charges are framed.

On Wednesday, Additional Sessions Judge
S R Navandar (special judge for UAPA cases)
asked the five accused - Virendra Sinh Tawde,
Sachin Andure, Sharad Kalaskar, Sanjeev
Punalekar and Vikram Bhave, - if they plead-
ed guilty, to which all of them replied in the
negative.

Tawde, Kalaskar and Andure, who
appeared via video-conferencing from their
respective jails, sought more time from the
court, citing that they want to discuss the mat-
ter with their lawyers.

The court, however, rejected the plea.
The other two accused- advocate

Punalekar and Bhave - appeared in the court
physically.The court framed charges against
Tawde, Andure, Kalaskar, and Bhave under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) Sections 302 (mur-
der), 120 (B) (criminal conspiracy), 34 (com-
mon intention), relevant sections of the Arms
Act, and Section 16 of the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (punish-
ment for terrorist act).

Besides, the charges against Punalekar
were framed under IPC Section 201 (causing
disappearance of the evidence or giving false
inform to screen offender).CBI lawyer and
special public prosecutor Prakash
Suryavanshi later said the charges have been
framed and further proceedings for the trial in
the case have been scheduled on September
30.

Dabholkar murder case: 

Maharashtra court frames
charges against 5 accused
The court framed charges against Tawde, Andure, Kalaskar, and
Bhave in the case of murder of anti-superstition activist Dr Narendra
Dabholkar.



He also posted a pic-
ture of a lighted
earthen lamp with
'bow to the martyr-
dom of Kashmiri

Pandits' written across. The day
is observed by the Kashmiri
Pandits (KP) as Martyr's Day in
memory of Tikalal Taploo, a
Hindu leader who was assassi-
nated on this day in 1989 in
Srinagar. Taploo was the state
vice president of BJP and was
associated with the RSS.

Rahul Gandhi's expression of
solidarity with the Kashmiri
Pandit community and the hom-
age to a fallen BJP leader could

well have come as a surprise to
the community as also the BJP.

Rahul Gandhi's post is really
more than recognising the pain
of the Kashmiri Pandit families. It
is being regarded as a smart
move to counter the BJP on play-
ing the Hindu card. Rahul, for
some time now, has been
describing himself as a Kashmiri
Pandit and trying to identify him-
self with them -- a community
which has faced the brunt of ter-
rorism in Kashmir and was
forced to flee the Valley in early
Nineties.

In the past few weeks, Rahul
Gandhi has visited Jammu and
Kashmir twice. His first tour to
Kashmir, after the abrogation of
Article 370, was on August 10
when he prayed at one of the
most revered temples for
Kashmiri Pandits, Mata Kheer
Bhawani.

A month later, he visited Mata
Vaishno Devi temple in Jammu
and met a Kashmiri Pandit dele-

gation there where he said, "I am
a Kashmiri Pandit. My family is
Kashmiri Pandit". He said that
the delegation of Kashmiri
Pandits met him and said that
the Congress party had imple-
mented many welfare schemes
for them but the BJP had done
nothing. "I promise to my
Kashmiri Pandit brothers that I
will do something for them,"
Rahul Gandhi said this during his
address to party workers.

While the Kashmiri Pandit
community could be amused at
these developments, the
Congress leader could well be
hoping that the community tag
would help him in the upcoming
elections in several states, partic-
ularly in Uttar Pradesh.

The Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls are crucial for both the
Congress and the BJP. Since
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is han-
dling the party in the state her-
self, a lot is at stake. In the caste-
ridden politics of UP, 12-13 per

cent of the Brahmin population
can be crucial for electoral suc-
cess. And this time all the politi-
cal parties are trying to woo the
Brahmins in the state.

For the Congress here, Rahul's
Kashmiri Pandit caste card asser-
tion is aimed at influencing the
Brahmin community in the state
to cut into the BJP's vote bank.
Sources in the Congress said that
the party is mulling changing its
chief in UP and replacing the
current one, who is from the OBC
community, with a Brahmin
leader.

It was at Pushkar Sarovar in
Rajasthan in November 2018 that
Rahul Gandhi had first declared
himself a Datattreya Brahmin
and a Kashmiri Pandit, his priest
who carried out the rituals had
informed.

By repeatedly highlighting his
caste, Rahul Gandhi may be try-
ing to
woo
con-

stituencies, but the BJP has been
quick in slamming him. It said
that Rahul had "very convenient-
ly" forgotten that the woes of the
Kashmiri Pandit were because of
the politics of appeasement of
Congress and like-minded par-
ties.

While the BJP, Congress or oth-
ers tussle over caste-politics, the
Kashmiri Pandit community is
suddenly finding its political rele-
vance. And Rahul Gandhi's
repeated assertion of being a
Kashmiri Pandit is being seen as
a politically correct move. His
electoral win in the Muslim
majority Wayanad had painted
him in a certain colour and the
right wing has often called him
'anti-Hindu'. To counter this the
Congress leader began frequent-
ing temples and recently started
highlighting his Kashmir Pandit
connection.
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Ahead of the Assembly polls in Uttar
Pradesh next year, the Congress is
contemplating a change in the state

unit to tap in the upper caste community,
the current chief is from the backward com-
munity. The consideration for the change is
purely political as the Congress leadership is
happy with the work of the state president,
but the party has of late realised that it is not
in the 'game of the OBC community' as the
BJP and Samajwadi Party have occupied
that space. The consideration is to woo the
Brahmins as the community is said to be
unhappy with the BJP in the state and all
the parties, including the ruling party are
trying to get their support. Though the
Congress has not many Brahmin leaders
apart from Pramod Tiwari, Rajesh Mishra
and Acharya Pramod Krishnam. The
Congress has been boosting its image for giv-
ing the highest number of Brahmin chief
ministers to the state, the last was the late
N.D. Tiwari. The congress lost 1989 elections
and from that year has been out of power in
the state. While other non Brahmin names
are also being considered, including
Rajaram Pal and P.L. Punia. Pal is a former
MP while Punia is Chhattisgarh in-charge
of the party. Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Monday returned after a three-day visit to
the state where she interacted with all the
office-bearers and district presidents. Earlier,
the party decided to take out a 'Congress
Pratigya Yatra' with the tagline -- 'Hum
Vachan Nibhayenge', ahead of the Assembly
elections. Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had said
that the yatra would cover a distance of
12,000 kilometres and will pass through all
major villages and towns. The date of the
yatra is yet undecided though sources said
that it was likely to begin from Gandhi
Jayanti on October 2.

Cong to renovate
party in UP RAGA'S KASHMIRI PANDIT SOLIDARITY MAY

BE AN ASSERTION FOR ELECTORAL GAIN 

United Nations|Agencies

Noting that the SDGs represent
a blueprint for peace and pros-
perity, for people and the

planet, now and into the future and
implementing these goals will help to
protect the international community
against future catastrophes, he on
Tuesday warned that "with the trajec-
tory we are on, we are going to miss
the 2030 deadline."

"This Assembly and you - the
member states who make up the
United Nations - must redouble
efforts to implement the SDGs,"

Xinhua news agency quoted Bozkir as
saying during the closing of the 75th
UNGA session.

On multilateralism, the veteran
Turkish diplomat said that "we must
strengthen and unite behind the mul-
tilateral system."

"Our world is increasingly glob-
alised, interconnected and interde-
pendent. As such, nationalistic solu-
tions will not resolve our challenges,"
he stressed.

"It is my belief that a multilateral
strategy may have helped to guard us
better against the spread of Covid and
its variants and protect those most
vulnerable," he said.

Speaking about inequality, Bozkir
said that "as we move forward, the
UN and member states must focus on
the gaps that were revealed to us."

"This most critically includes the
lingering and ever widening digital
divide. If we wish to achieve Agenda

2030, inequality must be reduced,"
Bozkir continued.

On how to bring the UN into a bet-
ter play, Bozkir asked to strengthen
the General Assembly.

"This body is critical to the success
of multilateralism," he said.

"We must prioritize and ensure we
equip this Assembly - and the UN -
with tools required to meet 21st cen-
tury challenges."

"Too much of our work is focused
on procedures at the cost of sub-
stance," Bozkir pointed out.

"We must continue to make efforts
to restrict the number of high-level
and mandated meetings during any
given session. Quantity should not
supersede quality," he said.

"If we call a meeting a high-level
meeting then we must ensure that
there is in fact high-level engage-
ment, and this necessitates a much
more streamlined, priority driven
agenda," he underlined.

Bozkir also called for attention be
given to the most vulnerable.

"The General Assembly must con-
tinue to give a voice to those most in
need," he said.

UNGA PRESIDENT CALLS FOR REDOUBLING
EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT SDGS

Only 2% of world's Covid-19 vaccines
administered in Africa: WHO

Geneva|Agencies

Africa has been "left behind by the rest of
the world" as only two per cent of the
more than 5.7 billion Covid-19 vaccine

doses administered globally have been admin-
istered there, the head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) said, warning the world
against vaccine inequity.

The WHO's aim is to vaccinate at least 40
per cent of the population of every country by
the end of this year and 70 per cent by the
middle of next year. However, only two coun-
tries in Africa have reached the 40-per cent
target, the lowest of any region, Xinhua news
agency quoted WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus as saying. "That's not
because African countries don't have the
capacity or experience to roll out COVID-19
vaccines. It's because they have been left
behind by the rest of the world," he said. Last
year, the WHO and its partners launched
COVAX, the global initiative to ensure fair and
equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines. To date,
it has delivered more than 260 million vaccine
doses to 141 countries.

However, COVAX has also faced several
challenges which, according to the WHO, were
triggered by manufacturers prioritising bilater-
al deals and many high-income countries
tying up the global supply of vaccines.
According to John Nkengasong, director of the
Africa Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention who also attended the briefing, less

than 3.5 per cent of Africans have been vacci-
nated against Covid-19, which is far short of
the official target of 60 per cent. and death,
exposed to a deadly virus against which many
other people around the world enjoy protec-
tion," Tedros said."The longer vaccine inequity
persists, the more the virus will keep circulat-
ing and changing, the longer the social and
economic disruption will continue, and the
higher the chances that more variants will
emerge that render vaccines less effective," he
warned. The WHO, the African Union and
COVAX have been calling on vaccine manu-
facturers to prioritize the COVAX program and
urging countries to fulfill their dose-sharing
pledges and facilitate the sharing of vaccine
technology and intellectual property. In
August, the WHO also called for a global
moratorium on booster vaccine doses at least
until the end of September to prioritise vacci-
nating the most at-risk people around the
world who are yet to receive their first dose.

Riyadh|Agencies

The Council of Ministers approved on
Tuesday the personal Data Protection Law.

The new law, which protects personal data
from unconsented collection and processing, is to
be implemented within six months, the Saudi
Data and Artificial Intelligence Authority (SDAIA)
announced.

It's also designated to protect any personal data
that might lead to identifying directly or indirectly
the user from unconsented collection and pro-
cessing, the Saudi Gazette reported.

The data include, name, identification number,
address, phone number, personal records, finan-
cial records and Images, videos or any other iden-
tifying data.

The new law will ensure the privacy of personal
data, regulate the sharing of personal data and

prevent the abuse of personal data.
The head of SDAIA Abdullah Al-Ghamdi that

the law will organize the process of disclosing
personal data according to specific controls that
ensures optimal use of it.

He assured that it's not permissible to use per-
sonal means of communication for the purpose of
marketing or awareness materials except with the
approval of the owner of personal data, or the
existence of a mechanism that enables him to
express his desire to receive it or not.

He noted that awareness materials sent by pub-
lic authorities are excluded from this.

Al-Ghamdi stressed that the system guarantees
the owners of personal data the right to view their
data and know the purpose of its collection and
processing, and they have the right to access it or
obtain a copy of it.

"The data owner has the right to request
restricting the processing of his personal data for
cases especially for a limited period of time, bear-
ing in mind that the collection of personal data is
limited to the minimum amount of data that
enables the achievement of the specified purpos-
es."

Saudi Arabia approves new
law to protect personal data

5.6-MAGNITUDE QUAKE STRIKES
OFF WESTERN INDONESIA

Jakarta:An earthquake with a magnitude of 5.6 rocked
Aceh province in westerns parts of Indonesia early
Wednesday, the meteorology and geophysics agency said.
The quake jolted at 3:13 a.m. Jakarta time Wednesday (2013
GMT Tuesday) with the epicenter at 125 km northwest
Sinabang town and the shallow at 10 km under the seabed,
Xinhua news agency reported. The MeT agency did not issue
a tsunami warning as the jolts did not potentially trigger giant
waves.

7 DIE IN PLANE CRASH IN OF BRAZIL
Sao Paulo:At least seven people

were killed when an executive plane
crashed in a rural area of the Brazilian
municipality of Piracicaba, in south-
eastern Sao Paulo state, the local fire
department said on Tuesday. The
deaths included the pilot, co-pilot and
five passengers, all members of the same family, according to
a report by the Sao Paulo state fire department disseminated
on social media. The plane had departed from the regional
airport of Piracicaba, located 164 km from the city of Sao
Paulo, the Xinhua news agency reported. The crash occurred
in a wooded area next to the Sao Paulo State Faculty of
Technology, causing a fire, according to local media.
Firefighters were at the site putting out the forest fire, accord-
ing to the report. 

SMALL PLANE CRASHES

IN INDONESIA

Jakarta:A small plane
with three people on board
went down in Indonesias
eastern province of Papua
on Wednesday, and res-
cuers are heading to the
scene, Spokesman for the
National Search and
Rescue Office Yusuf Latief
told the Xinhua news
agency. The wreckage of
the plane, Rimbun Air, was
found at Wabu Mountain
of Intan Jaya district and a
team of rescuer now is
heading to the location for
evacuation, the spokesman
said.

President of the 75th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA), Volkan
Bozkir, has called for
redoubling efforts to
implement the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), while expressing
the concern that the 2030
deadline might be missed.
ty to pay dues.

Thirty-one years
after the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits
from Kashmir, the
Nehru-Gandhi fam-
ily has for the first
time unambigu-
ously spoken up
for the community.
In a Facebook post
on Tuesday, Rahul
Gandhi wrote in
Hindi saying that
the nation cannot
forget the pain
that the families
had undergone.
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Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that I
have come to make an

appeal to you, not as Chief
Minister but as a member of your
family, to keep vigil against
dengue and adopt preventive
measures. Get yourself 100 per-
cent vaccinated against Corona.
Continue to follow precautions
against Corona. The state govern-
ment and its agencies are con-
stantly active. We will defeat
dengue with people's cooperation
just like we controlled Corona in
the state. Dengue will be defeat-
ed, Madhya Pradesh will win.

Chouhan launched the state-
wide Dengue Maha Abhiyan from
Nehru Nagar in Bhopal. Chief
Minister said that the campaign of
'Dengue se Jung-Janta Ke Sung'
would be launched throughout
the state. We will be successful in
controlling dengue everywhere.
Chouhan reached Palakmati cam-
pus and flagged off the 'Dengue
Jagrukta Rath'. Chouhan sprayed
medicines for dengue control in
the campus, he also operated the
fogging machine. He gave infor-
mation to those present in the
campus about the measures to
prevent dengue. Pamphlets were
distributed to this effect and
posters were also put up in the
campus. Chouhan put Gambusia
fish, which destroy the larvae of
dengue-causing Aedes mosquito,
in the fountain pond of Nehru
Nagar square. 

Chouhan said that now we are
in a position to say that Corona is
under control in the state. Today

only 8 positive cases have sur-
faced in the entire state. With the
grace of God and the cooperation
of the people of the state, we will
be able to stop the third wave.
Chouhan appealed to the people
of the state to continue wearing
masks and follow other precau-
tions against Corona virus in
Ganeshotsav and other social and
religious programmes. Chouhan
said that it is necessary to vacci-
nated against Corona. This is the
dose of life. Only 40 percent peo-
ple have got the second dose in
Bhopal. There are still 60 percent
people left. The first dose has also
been taken by 94 percent of the
population, now remaining 6 per-

cent are still deprived of the first
dose. Chouhan urged all the peo-
ple above 18 to get the vaccina-
tion done on priority basis.

Chouhan said that the outbreak
of dengue has increased in the
state. Diseases like dengue and
malaria can be avoided by being
vigilant and cautious. Dengue is
caused by mosquito. Mosquito
larvae breed in places where
there is stagnant water. So we
have to be careful about water
logging. Municipal corporations
and government agencies are
making every effort to prevent
stagnation of water in roads, pits
etc. and to destroy the larvae.
Municipal Corporation, urban

bodies are regularly carrying out
activities like fogging, spraying of
medicine, putting larva-eating
fish in ponds. 

Chouhan said that Corona
Vaccination Maha-Abhiyan will
be launched in the state on
September 17, on the birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
We have to ensure that all the eli-
gible people of the state get the
first dose of the vaccine by the
end of September and both the
doses of the vaccine by the end of
December. We will be able to stop
the third wave of Corona by ensu-
ing vaccination of all the people
of the state and taking precau-
tions against Corona.

BE VIGILANT AND PROACTIVE AGAINST DENGUE:
GET BOTH CORONA VACCINES DONE: CM Team Absolute|Bhopal

Tourism, Culture and
Spirituality Minister
Usha Thakur said that

Madhya Pradesh, the heart of
India, is known for its inno-
vations. This initiative of the
tourism department to
upgrade the skills and pro-
vide employment to the
artists of the state will surely
become the basis of Aatm-
Nirbhar Madhya Pradesh.
Thakur was addressing at the
launch of the one-day educa-
tional and interactive session
"The Expert Shots" workshop
organised by the Department
of Tourism at Minto Hall. She
said that along with training
and knowledge of various
genres and techniques of cin-
ema world in the workshop,
youths would also get inspi-
ration from the life struggles
and experiences of experi-
enced and eminent artists.
During the production of
films in the state, employ-
ment will be available to the
artists at the local level only.

Thakur said that contents
like films and web series are
not only means of entertain-
ment but also medium of
communication and protec-
tion of culture, traditions and
nationalism. On the occasion
of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav',
Sushri Thakur urged the
directors, producers and
eminent artists associated
with the state to produce film
or web series based on the
lives of the heroes, warriors
who made sacrifices and
great men of the freedom
struggle belonging to the
state. With this, the future

generations of the state will
be able to get acquainted
with the life struggle, sacrifice
and golden history of India of
the brave revolutionaries and
great men. Principal
Secretary Tourism Sheo
Shekhar Shukla said that the
film industry has appreciated
the natural beauty, cordiality
of people and work culture of
Madhya Pradesh. In the last
years, good film projects have
been completed in Madhya
Pradesh. The tourism depart-
ment has started a new initia-
tive for the education and
training of the artists of the
state with the belief that this
film project and web series
production should become a
medium for the advance-
ment of the youth. This work-
shop will prove to be a mile-
stone in the creation of an
organic eco-system of film
making. Shilpa Gupta,
Additional Managing
Director, Tourism Board, said
that Madhya Pradesh Film
Tourism Policy 2020 has
been implemented to
encourage state and interna-
tional film production in the
state. Under this policy, the
process of grant and permis-
sion for film making has been
simplified. Due to which
there has been an increase in

the shooting of various films
/ web series / TV serials etc.
in the state. During the pro-
duction of films, this work-
shop has been organised to
increase employment oppor-
tunities to the artists and
youth of the state and to
enhance their institutional
skills.

In the workshop, the stu-
dents related to film making
got an opportunity to learn
the nuances of the skills from
the established artists of the
cinema world and to resolve
their curiosities and ques-
tions related to cinema.
Expert speakers invited to the
workshop covered topics
related to cinema such as
how does an actor develop
holistically? Apart from act-
ing, they interacted directly
with students and shared
their experiences on topics
such as knowledge of other
genres, daily riaz- comport-
ment/vocal, challenges faced
during shooting, nuances of
script writing, tips and tricks
to prepare a profile, and
experience in the film world.

On this occasion, the con-
cerned officers-employees of
the tourism department and
artists and students associat-
ed with the cinema world
were present.

Employment will be available to the artists at
local level during film production: Thakur

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh Tourism is awarded as
Best Wildlife & Eco Tourism State and
Best State for Tourism Marketing

Campaign in 7th edition of ITCTA B2B
International Tourism Expo & Conclave, 2021
held here today at Le Meridien Hotel. The
awards were presented by Principal Secretary,
Tourism and Public Relations, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Sheo Shekhar Shukla who
graced the function as the chief guest and
lighted the lamp at the beginning of the award
function.

The Best Wildlife and Eco Tourism Award
was received by Deputy Director, MP Tourism
Yuvraj Padole while the Best Tourism

Marketing Campaign Award was received by
Deputy Director, MP Tourism, Deepika Roy
Choudhury. adhya Pradesh is blessed with
rich wildlife. In a forest area covering 77,700
sq kms, it has numerous wildlife hotspots
with 11 National parks & 24 Wildlife sanctuar-
ies. The "Tiger State" of Madhya Pradesh with
maximum tiger count of 526 has also recently
gained the tag of 'The Leopard State' and the
'Ghadiyal State' which is reflective of its
wildlife conservation efforts.

For active promotion of the state tourism,
Madhya Pradesh Tourism has organized vari-
ous promotional events like Orchha Cultural
festival, Mandu Utsav, Jal Mahotsav, Go
Heritage Run, Cycle Safari and Elephant
Safari. It also organised social media cam-
paigns like Buffer me safar, Intezaar Aapka,
Intezaar Khtam Hua, Monsoon Magic, Sab
kuch jo Dil Chahe, etc.

Earlier Yuvraj Padole, Deputy Director,
Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board had given a
brief presentation on Madhya Pradesh tourist
attractions and initiatives like wildlife safaris,
adventure activities, water sports, responsible
tourism, wellness and mindful tourism, etc.

MPT Bags Awards for Best W<ildlife & Eco
Tourism and Best Tourism Marketing Campaign

CM PLANTS

ALMOND SAPLING

Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
planted almond sapling in
Smart Garden today.
Fulfilling the resolve of
planting saplings every day,
the Chief Minister planted
the sapling. A lot of nutri-
ents and minerals are
found in almond, which are
very beneficial for the body.
Such as protein, vitamin-E,
calcium, phosphorus etc.
are found in high amounts.
Eating soaked almonds
makes a person's brain
sharp.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Energy Minister
Pradyuman Singh
Tomar, while going

from Bhopal to Guna at
night, discussed with the vil-
lagers in different villages
and inquired about the avail-
ability of electricity and other
problems. He listened to the
problems of the villagers in
village Dilori and instructed
the officials to solve these
problems.

On getting information
about the wrong electricity
bill of Vinod Prajapati, resi-
dent of Maksudangarh's Rajiv
Nagar, Tomar immediately
reached his house and
directed the officials to rectify
the bill and take action
against the concerned meter
reader. He directed to solve

the bill related problems of
electricity consumers by
organising a camp in Rajiv
Nagar.Tomar reached
Govindpura immediately tak-
ing cognisance of the news

published in the newspaper
regarding Govindpura village
of Maksudangarh tehsil.
Villagers told that we have
neither poles nor wires, yet
electricity bill is being given.

The Energy Minister
expressed deep displeasure
after the news was found to
be true and directed to take
action against the officials
responsible for this negli-
gence. He instructed to can-
cel all the bills issued for the
houses of that village. The
Energy Minister also directed
for necessary action for
power supply in Govindpura
village. The Energy Minister
also inspected Barkheda
Bazar and Janjali Power Sub-
station in Guna district. He
instructed the officers to
remove the deficiencies
found in the sub-station.
Tomar also interacted with
outsourced employees.
Instructed the officers to get
their bonus and salary on
time.

Energy Minister listens the problems of electricity
consumers in different villages at night

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Tourism, Culture and Spirituality
Minister Usha Thakur said that
Ayurveda is the backbone of

Indian culture. Ayurveda can cure all
the diseases of the body. Sushri
Thakur was addressing the gathering
at the launch of Ayurveda Wellness
Center at Mahakali Society in Trilanga
and in Bagheera Jungle Resort Mocha
(Kanha). Stating the need for health
consciousness, Thakur said that the
first joy is a healthy body. We all
should adopt Vedic way of life and
Ayurveda medicine to stay healthy.
The Tourism department will provide
benefits of Ayurveda medicine to the
common man by establishing well-
ness centers in tourist places and
major cities of the state and also make
them aware to adopt Vedic way of life.
Thakur inaugurated the Wellness
Center at Mahakali Complex in
Trilanga by lighting the lamp and cut-

ting the ribbon. He also took stock of
the facilities and arrangements made
available to the general public at the
wellness center. Thakur also virtually
inaugurated the Ayurveda Wellness
Center at Bagheera Jungle Resort
located near Kanha National Park.
Principal Secretary Tourism and
Culture Sheo Shekhar Shukla virtually
joined the programme. Shukla said
that as per the wishes of Chief
Minister Chouhan, Tourism
Development Corporation and in col-
laboration with the MS Ramaiah
Group, Bangalore, famed for wellness
and in the healthcare centre, wellness
centers are being established in the
units of Tourism Corporation in the
state. On February 19, 2021, an MoU
was signed between Tourism
Development Corporation and
Ramaiah Group and the state's first
wellness center has been started at
Hotel Glen View, a unit of Tourism
Development Corporation located in

Pachmarhi. Shukla informed that sim-
ilarly other units of Tourism
Development Corporation like Hotel
Holiday Homes Amarkantak, Sailani
Island Resort Sailani, Hinglaj Resort
near Gandhisagar Dam (Mandsaur),
White Tiger Forest Lodge
(Bandhavgarh), Kiplings Court
(Pench) and Wellness centers in main
cities like Indore, Jabalpur, Gwalior,
Orchha etc. Managing Director
Tourism Development Corporation S
Viswanathan informed that tourists
and general public will be treated with
Indian Ayurveda treatment method
like Panchakarma, Kayakalpa and
authentic Kerala Ayurveda treatment
method at the wellness centers of
Bhopal and Bagheera resorts. With the
establishment of wellness centers in
the units of Madhya Pradesh tourism,
the tourists staying in the units of the
corporation as well as the tourists
coming to visit these tourist places will
also get the benefit of this facility.

Ayurveda is the backbone of Indian culture: Thakur 

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
will interact directly with the mem-
bers of self-help groups formed under

the Madhya Pradesh Rural Livelihood
Mission. About 500 women group members
from different districts of the state will par-
ticipate in the programme to be organized
at the Chief Minister's residence on
September 16 at 10.30 am. Also, group

members will take part virtually in the pro-
gramme at the gram panchayat level in all
the districts of the state. Chouhan will share
experiences with self-help group members
and hold discussion with product buyers.

By connecting women members of poor
families living in rural areas with self-help
groups in Madhya Pradesh State Rural
Livelihood Mission under the Panchayat
and Rural Development Department, they
are being empowered socially and econom-
ically. Three lakh 33 thousand groups have
been formed by the mission in about 44
thousand villages of the state. About 37 lakh
94 thousand families have been linked to
these groups. Out of these, about 13 lakh
families have been linked to agriculture
based activities and about 4 lakh 90 thou-
sand families to non agriculture based
livelihood activities.It is generally seen that
people in rural areas are deprived of taking
benefits of various schemes despite being

eligible due to the difficulty of documenta-
tion and other formalities in the banking
service procedures. Efforts are being made
by the state government to make this
process easier by coordinating with banks
on a large scale and making adequate bank
loans easily available to the self-help
groups. Every effort is being made by the
state government to provide maximum
livelihood opportunities while further
empowering the groups. Even during the
Corona period, Chief Minister has been
interacting with the group members
through virtual medium. Aajeevika Mart
portal has been created by the mission to
connect livelihood products with the wider
market and make buying and selling easier,
through which buying and selling is being
done.About 4 thousand products of groups
of different districts have been uploaded on
the portal and business worth about Rs 86
crore has been generated. In the pro-

gramme, some buyers and sellers will have
a discussion through direct and virtual
medium. In some districts, groups have
started manufacturing new products, which
will be launched by Chouhan. These prod-
ucts will be available for sale on the portal.

At the time of Corona, the group mem-
bers manufactured and made masks, sani-
tizers, handwash, soap, PPE kits available.
During the lockdown and Janata curfew,
they not only helped deliver essential goods
to the public, but they also made the goods
available to the general public by creating a
disaster fund. Bank Sakhis helped in con-
trolling the infection in rural areas, helping
in getting banking service, insurance,
Ayushman card in times of crisis.
Incomparable work like prevention of
Corona, treatment assistance, advice for
vaccination, cooperation in Kill Corona
Campaign, distribution of medicines, help
and guidance of people in reaching ambu-

lances, treatment institutions, etc. was done.
Chouhan will also observe the exhibition
being organized in relation to all these
works done as Corona Warriors.

During the global pandemic Covid-19,
the groups have done a good job of turning
the disaster into opportunity by creating
rescue material. From lockdown period till
now, about 2 crore masks, 1.5 lakh PPE kits,
1.60 lakh liters of sanitizer, 33 thousand
liters of handwash and more than 8 lakh
soaps have been manufactured and sup-
plied. This work helped in the prevention of
disease as well as generated an additional
income for the group members. Social and
economic empowerment of women
through groups is the top priority of the gov-
ernment.The interaction programme
between the Chief Minister and the mem-
bers of self-help groups will be telecast on
Doordarshan along with various platforms
of social media.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan paid
homage to the fifth Sar

Sanghsanchalak of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, KS
Sudarshan, on his death
anniversary today. Chouhan
paid floral tribute by garland-
ing his picture in the audito-
rium at his residence.

KS Sudarshan was the fifth
Sarsanghchalak of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh. He was born on June
18, 1931 in Raipur district.
Sudarshan received engi-
neering education in
telecommunications.
Sudarshan ji was a knowl-
edgeable and brilliant speak-
er of many subjects and lan-
guages. He gave concrete
suggestions regarding the

Punjab problem and the
Assam agitation. The innova-
tions made by him in the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh gave a new dimension
to the operation of Shakhas.
He has an important contri-
bution in the establishment
of an ideological organisation
called Pragya Vahak. He had
special interest in relation to

indigenous and traditional
experiences and knowledge
in the fields of rural develop-
ment, agriculture, cow rear-
ing and energy etc. His spe-
cialty was to go deep into any
problem and deliberate
deeply about it and find the
right solution for it. He
passed away on September
15, 2012 in Raipur.

CM pays homage to Sudarshan ji

CM Chouhan to interact with self-help groups 
500 group women members to
take part from different districts,
the interaction programme
between the Chief Minister and
the members of self-help groups
will be telecast on Doordarshan
along with various platforms of
social media.

CM PAYS TRIBUTE TO
SIR VISVESVARAYA ON
HIS ANNIVERSARY

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan garlanded the portrait of Sir
Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya on his
anniversary. Chouhan offered his
respects at the portrait of Shri
Visvesvaraya at the residence.

Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya was a
great Indian engineer and diplomat.
He was awarded the Bharat Ratna,
India's highest honour in the year
1955. His birthday is celebrated as
Engineer's Day in India. Visvesvaraya
was born on September 15, 1860 in
Kolar district of Karnataka.
Krishnarajasagar Dam, Bhadravati Iron
and Steel Works, Mysore Sandal Oil
and Soap Factory, Mysore University,
Bank of Mysore and many other great
achievements were made possible only
by the hard work of Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya.



Los Angeles | Agencies

Here's some big news for the
fans of British rock band
Coldplay and South Korean

boy band BTS.
The two iconic music groups

have come together for their first
collaboration with a track titled
'My Universe' which is set for
release on September 24.

The official Twitter handle of
Coldplay made the big announce-
ment on Monday with the tweet:

"#MyUniverse// Coldplay X
BTS//September 24th//Pre-order
& pre-save now."

BTS retweeted the post and
wrote: "#Coldplay X #BTS - My
Universe."

Los Angeles | Agencies

Model Chrissy Teigen, who is
married to musician John
Legend, revealed on social
media that she had fat
removed from her face and

the procedure has helped to give her a more
defined jawline.She said in an Instagram
Story video: "I did that Dr Diamond buccal
fat removal thing here. And since I quit
drinking, I'm really seeing the results. And I
like it, yeah."The model also said that she
feels no embarrassment about having
undergone the procedure.Teigen, who also
underwent surgery last year to have her
breast implants removed, wrote over the
video clip: "No shame in my game."

Meanwhile, the model recently cele-
brated 50 days of sobriety.

She shared that she'd gone 50 days
without drinking any alcohol, saying that
it had been her "longest streak yet" after
previously having "a few hiccups" in her
sobriety journey over the past year.

'I'm Batgirl' :

Leslie Grace
Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Leslie Grace has revealed how she found out that she'd been cast as

Barbara Gordon in 'Batgirl', the upcoming superhero film. The 'In the

Heights' star was asked by the filmmakers to jump on a last-minute

Zoom for a final casting test before being directed to read the text of an

email they had just sent her, reports."I open it and it says, 'I'm

Batgirl'...and my brain broke," Grace said at the MTV VMAs on Sunday

at Barclays Center in New York.She said, "It was an incredible

moment. When I mean incredible, I mean the textbook definition of,

I could not believe it. My brain actually broke when I got the news."

Grace immediately got to work by reading as many

comics as she could.

"That was my first question - what do

I read? I'm like, 'Send me everything I

need to learn.' I just bought every

comic and just starting asking so many

questions."She can't reveal the film's

storyline or if any of her Batman coun-

terparts like Robert Pattinson and Ben

Affleck will be popping up in her

movie."But I will tell you this, Batgirl is

a badass. She's definitely going to be

fighting lots of people. She'll be very

hands-on. She's got a lot to prove."

The actress hopes young fans will

be inspired by a Latina Batgirl and

that her work "validates the dreams

of other people who look like me, who may feel it's not an

opportunity for them. I'm just really excited about every

young girl who is going to see a Dominican Batichica and

say, 'I can do that,'" she said. "I can't wait."
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Ana de Armas

Chrissy Teigen
ahas fat removed

from her face

Conceptually, the story of
Nightbooks is akin to 'The
Arabian Nights', where, instead

of the Vazir's daughter narrating a
story every night to King Shahryar, we
have a child who loves writing horror
stories and narrating them to the witch
who captured him, in order to stay
alive. This fantasy-horror tale is a sur-
vival story based on J.A. White's novel
of the same name. It revolves around
two children, Alex and Yasmin, whose
only source of survival in a spine-chill-
ing, creepy apartment is Natacha
(Krysten Ritter), a witch who captures
Alex to hear a new story every night
from him.

The film begins with a dejected Alex
walking out of his Brooklyn apartment,
only to find himself trapped in a
majestic- looking apartment. We learn
what had upset Alex upset only during
the resolution of the narrative.

At the very outset, Natacha makes it
clear to Alex that she intends to dis-
pose of him unless he is of some use to
her. Alex convinces her that he can
write scary stories. So, it is decided that
Alex lives on one condition that he
must tell Natacha a new scary story

each night. During his stay in the
apartment, Alex stumbles upon
Yasmin, a slightly older girl with a pen-
chant for science, especially botany,
who tends to Natacha's plants and
does other chores in the apartment. To
make their existence in the apartment
a bit complex and scary is a furless,
magical cat called Lenore.

Alex learns that "The apartment
lures kids from all over the world and
makes them do whatever the witch
wants them to do." Seeing the apart-
ment filled with books such as 'The
Empty Classroom and Other Creepy
Stories', 'Nightdreams and Daymares'
and 'Whispered Tales', he is convinced
that Natacha, does like stories.

Having been consumed into this
supernatural trap, how Alex, along
with Yasmin, scheme their way out of
it, forms the crux of the narrative.

Winslow Fegley as Alex is brilliant.

With his large-framed eyewear, and
soft demeanour, he brilliantly projects
himself as an author who at times suf-
fers from a writer's block. He is ably
supported by Lidya Jewett, who essays
Yasmin with sincerity.

Krysten Ritter, in an enviable, out-
landish costume and loud make-up, is
bland and lifeless as the wicked witch
Natacha. She has a flat expression
whether she is bored or vengeful.

Visually, the film is deeply atmos-
pheric and intricately mounted. All
credit should be given to the produc-
tion designer, Anastasia Masaro, who
created the stately apartment with var-
ied and borderless array of secret
rooms that act as both a spooky prison
for Alex and Yasmin, and a space for
limitless possibilities.

Overall, the plot of this film with
ample horror tropes thrown in, is far
from thrilling or gripping.

'NIGHTBOOKS': AN INSIPID FANTASY-HORROR TALE

Nightbooks (Streaming
on Netflix)

Direction: David Yarovesky

Cast: Winslow Fegley, Lidya Jewett,
Krysten Ritter, Mathieu Bourassa and
Jess Brown.

Duration: 116 minutes.
Ratings: **1/2 (two and a half

stars)

FILM
REVIEW

BY TROY RIBEIRO

COMEDIAN NORM
MACDONALD
DIES OF CANCER
Comedian Norm MacDonald passed away at the age of

61, nine years after being diagnosed with cancer,
according to his family and representatives. The

Canadian comic was born in Quebec City in 1959 and got his
start in Canadian clubs before moving to the US to pursue
TV comedy writing, reports bbc.com. MacDonald worked for
the Roseanne programme before joining 'Saturday Night
Live' to host news parody skit Weekend Update. Known for
his dry delivery, MacDonald had fans in the US and world-
wide. "He was most proud of his comedy. He never wanted
the diagnosis to affect the way the audience or any of his

loved ones saw him.
Norm was a pure comic,"
Lori Jo Hoekstra,
MacDonald's long-time
producing partner, said
in a statement. "He once
wrote that 'a joke should
catch someone by sur-
prise, it should never
pander.' He certainly
never pandered. Norm
will be missed terribly."

MacDonald was also
popular for his work in
comedy films such as
'Dirty Work', 'Billy
Madison' and 'Dr
Doolittle'.

According to Deadline,
he was slated to appear in the New York Comedy Festival in
November. MacDonald was known for his deadpan delivery
style, and his impressions of Hollywood stars such as Burt
Reynolds, Clint Eastwood and Quentin Tarantino. After leav-
ing 'Saturday Night Live', he starred in his own comedy
series, 'Norm', from 1999-2001. In 2018, he hosted a Netflix
programme called 'Norm Macdonald Has A
Show'.Comedian and actor Jim Carrey called MacDonald a
"precious gem". Carrey wrote: "He was one of our most pre-
cious gems. An honest and courageous comedy genius."

"I am absolutely devastated about Norm MacDonald. I will
never laugh that hard again. I'm so sad for all of us today,"
wrote late night host Conan O'Brien.

Coldplay, BTS' maiden 
collaboration 'My Universe'
to release on Sep 24

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Pooja Batra Shah shared a set of pictures posing with
Hollywood legend Al Pacino in Los Angeles. Pooja shared
that she even watched Pacino's movie 'And Justice For All'

with the actor.The Indian actress shared a motley of pictures on
Instagram. In the images, Pooja and Pacino are seen posing togeth-
er as they look towards the camera and smile.

She wrote as the caption: "With the legend himself #AlPacino
Such an honor. Thank you @gshiraz for the afternoon with Al
watching his movie "And Justice For All".

'And Justice for All', which was released in 1979, is a courtroom
drama neo noir film directed by Norman Jewison and starring
Pacino, Jack Warden and John Forsythe. The film received two
Academy Award nominations: Best Leading Actor and Best Original
Screenplay.Pooja, who is married to actor Nawab Shah, is known
for her roles in '90s hits such as 'Haseena Maan Jaayegi', 'Nayak'
and 'Virasat'.

PPoooojjaa  BBaattrraa  SShhaahh
mmeeeettss  ''lleeggeenndd''  
AAll  PPaacciinnoo
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The second leg of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2021 will
witness the return of fans

inside the stadiums in UAE, con-
firmed the IPL in a statement on
Wednesday.

"The VIVO Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2021 resumes with the
five-time champions and current
title holders Mumbai Indians taking
on three-time IPL champions
Chennai Super Kings at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium on
September 19.

"This match will be a momentous
occasion as IPL will welcome the
fans back to the stadiums after a
brief hiatus owing to Covid-19 situa-
tion. Fans can buy tickets starting
September 16 for the remainder of
the tournament on the official web-
site www.iplt20.com. Tickets can
also be purchased on
PlatinumList.net," the statement
read. "Matches will be played at
Dubai, Sharjah and Abu Dhabi with

limited seating available keeping in
mind the Covid protocols and UAE
government regulations," it added.

On September 8, IANS had
reported that the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) govern-
ment had agreed that crowds will be

"allowed partialy" during the second
phase of the IPL.

"Yes, it will be allowed this time as
both the BCCI and UAE government
have given a green light to let the
crowd enter the stadium partially.
Emirates Cricket Board (ECB) is
doing everything possible to keep a

check on cases (Covid-19)," the offi-
cial had said.

The second phase of IPL 2021 will
resume with the clash between
Chennai Super Kings and Mumbai
Indians on September 19. In total,
31 matches, including qualifiers, will
be played over 27 days.

IPL 2021 SET TO WELCOME FANS BACK TO
STADIUMS, LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE Team Absolute|New Delhi

Olympian Sumit
Sangwan and Neeraj
Swami were among

the other boxers to register
victories on the opening day
of the 5th men's national
boxing championships at the
Inspire Institute of Sports in
Bellary, Karnataka on
Wednesday.

Acording to the informa-
tion receive here, Haryana
pugilist Sumit, who had par-
ticipated in the 2012 London
Olympics, notched up a com-
fortable win over Andhra
Pradesh's Harish Prasadula
by unanimous margin in the
86kg opening round match.

The 2019 President's Cup
gold medallist Neeraj also
put up an impressive show
and made a winning start to
his campaign in the presti-
gious tournament, which is
making a comeback after a
gap of one year due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Representing Delhi, Neeraj
completed a dominating 5-0
victory against Haryana's
Sagar in the 48kg category.

Punjab's Rajpinder Singh
also thrashed his opponent
Rahul Niltu from Himachal
Pradesh to secure 5-0 win in
54 kg opening round bout.

Among other boxers who
made impressive starts on
Day 1 were Maharashtra's
Nikhil Dubey and
Chhattisgarh's Dinesh
Kumar. Playing in the 75kg
category, both the boxers
claimed contrasting victories.
While Nikhil was declared as
the winner by Referee
Stopping the Contest (RSC)
verdict in the first round
against Gujarat's Sejad Lilgar,
Dinesh had to work hard
against Bengal's Abhishek

Shaw during his close 3-2
win.  seven-day event has
been witnessing a participa-
tion of close to 400 boxers
from 35 states/UT units and
boards. The tournament has
been conducted with 13 cate-
gories as per the
International Boxing
Association's (AIBA) revised
weight divisions. The finals of
the ongoing championships
will be played on September
21. The gold medallists will
book themselves a direct
berth for the upcoming 2021
AIBA Men's World Boxing
Championships which is
scheduled in Belgrade, Serbia
from October 24 to
November 6.

Boxing Nationals: Haryana's Sumit, Delhi's
Neeraj among others make winning start

Dubai | Agencies

Three-time IPL runners-up Royal Challengers
Bangalore had their first practice match in
The Sevens Stadium in Dubai to acclimatise

to playing a full game in the hot and sultry condi-
tions in UAE. The intra-squad practice match
turned into an edge-of-the-seat thriller with fantas-
tic performances from both teams, RCB-A and
RCB-B, led by Harshal Patel and Devdutt Padikkal
respectively.

RCB-A team won the toss and asked RCB-B to
bowl first. The 'A' team put on a fantastic batting
display and put up a total of 212 runs led by AB de
Villiers, who continued with his belligerent form
from the first half of the tournament. The 37-year-
old de Villiers plundered 104 off 46 deliveries, laced
with 7 boundaries and 10 sixes. The South Africa
veteran was accompanied by Mohammed
Azharudden, who smashed 66 off 43 balls, includ-
ing 3 sixes and 4 boundaries, as RCB-A set a 213-
run target.

"When we arrived and I got out off the bus, I
thought it's crazy that we're trying to play a cricket
game in the middle of the day. Luckily the breeze
came up, I told my partner at the crease that it's
much better now and the pitch will get flatter. We

had fun out there, I'm pleased with the runs on the
board. It was very scratchy for the first 20 balls out
there. I was very happy to get the runs. There's
nothing more valuable than just getting runs right
in the middle," said de Villiers about his knock on
the latest episode of RCB 'Bold Diaries'.

In reply, the RCB-B came out to chase a formida-
ble total and performed exceptionally. KS Bharat
led from the front and scored 95 runs to be the
team's leading scorer. Padikkal complemented him
well with a 21-ball 36-run performance. The con-

test turned interesting towards the end as
Padikkal's team required three runs off the final two
deliveries. However, they finished the chase with a
boundary and won the match by 7 wickets.

"Very good game. Some good performances from
a number of guys. Both top orders played really
well. The fact we got to see them put under pres-
sure at the end was exactly what I wanted to see,"
said Mike Hesson, Coach and Director of Cricket
Operations, RCB.

"We were hoping it will be a close game, but we
saw the magic of AB in the first innings and Azhar
batted really well. The second innings effort was
better than the first innings. Chasing down a score
of 212 and that partnership between KS and Dev
where they put up 70 runs in 6 overs. What was
pleasing to see was that all of them were well-timed
cricket shots. They weren't looking to muscle the
ball… A lot of positives from this game and I am
pretty sure this will build their confidence going
into the tournament," said batting consultant
Sanjay Bangar.

Royal Challengers Bangalore will begin their sec-
ond leg of the IPL 2021 against the Kolkata Knight
Riders on September 20 in Abu Dhabi. They are
ranked third in the points table with 10 points from
seven matches.

IPL 2021: 

De Villiers hits ton in RCB's first practice match
Bengaluru | Agencies

Staying in the present moment was the
biggest reason why India could bounce
back after facing three losses in the

opening matches at the Tokyo Olympic
Games, said young women's hockey team
defender Udita on Wednesday.

Udita, who was an integral part of the
hockey team that finished fourth in Tokyo,
said, "I think staying in the present moment
was the biggest reason why we could bounce
back after facing three losses in the opening
matches.

"It also helped us beat a strong team like
Australia (in the quarterfinals) and eventual-
ly script history in Tokyo. We stopped think-
ing about the results and kept things simple,
which helped us play our natural game," said
Udita. Speaking about the Olympics experi-
ence, the 23-year-old defender added, "I had
always dreamt of playing against top teams
at marquee events such as the Olympics.
Making my Olympic debut against the
Netherlands was dream come true. It was
also my career's first match against the
Dutch side, so it was a special feeling, though
we lost that match. However, we went on to
script history, and I feel very fortunate to be

a part of it." About her takeaways from
Tokyo, the Udita said, "As a youngster, we
have learned so much from this historic
campaign. We got to learn how to deal with
massive pressure at the biggest of stages, and
we also learned how staying in the present
moment can help you do wonders." The
Hisar-born player is currently part of the 25-
member senior women's core probable
group for the national coaching camp in SAI,
Bengaluru. She said that the team is super
excited to be back at the camp and can't wait
to start the new season."We are super excited
to be back at the camp, and can't wait to start
our new season.

Staying in the present helped us overcome
early losses: Hockey defender Udita

Team Absolute|Mumbai

India's defense of its FIDE Online
Chess Olympiad gold medal came
to a disappointing end at the

semi-final stage when the team led
by Viswanathan Anand lost to the
United States in a tiebreak on
Tuesday.

In the final, the USA will meet
Russia on Wednesday. Russia were
the co-winners of the title with India
in 2020.

India were the favourites to win
the semi-final. They were the better
team on paper while the USA had
their second string in play in the
absence of Fabiano Caruana, Hikaru
Nakamura, and Wesley So -- all of
whom are involved in other tourna-
ments.

India started the semi-final in
great fashion as they outplayed the
United States in the first rapid chess
duel. But Team USA came back
strongly and won the next duel and
then went on to win the blitz tie-

break to seal a place in the final.

India won the first duel 5-1 with
Anand, Pentala Harikrishna,
Dronavalli Harika, and R Vaishali
winning their games. Koneru Humpy
drew with Irina Krush as did Nihal
Sarin against Awonder Liang.

But the next duel proved a disaster
for India as Anand lost to Jeffery
Xiong on the top board, committing

mistakes against some superb moves
by the American. Ray Robson defeat-
ed Vidit Santosh Gujrathi on the sec-
ond board, R Praggnanandhaa's loss
against Liang pushed India to the
backfoot. Humpy played another
draw against Krush and though
Harika won another game, her fifth
in the last two days, Vaishali's draw
against Thalia Cervantes Landeiro
meant India lost the duel 2-4 and for

the second day in succession had to
go through the tiebreaker.

However, unlike on Monday when
they won the tiebreak easily, things
did not go well for India against the
United States as they were complete-
ly outplayed in blitz games, the USA
winning it 4.5-1.5 to seal a a great
comeback.

Harikrishna, playing on the top
board instead of Anand, lost to Xiong
while B Adhiban, who had won
against Ukraine on Monday coming
in as a substitute in the tiebreaker,
could not work his magic against the
lower-rated Robson and when
Humpy lost to Krush on the third
board, the match was as good as over
for India. Harika defeated Nazi
Paikidze for her third win of the day -
- sixth in two days -- but that was the
only consolation for India as Nihal
Sarin, a very good blitz player, could
not put it across Awonder while
Vaishali lost to Thalia Cervantes
Landeiro to end India's campaign on
a disappointing note.

Online Chess Olympiad: India lose to USA in semis
Noida | Agencies

On a day when none of
the golfers broke par,
Lakhmehar Pardesi

led by two shots at the end of
the first round of the ninth
leg of the Hero Womens Pro
Golf Tour here on
Wednesday.

Lakhmehar, a 21-year-old
from Chandigarh, who has
never won on the Tour, held
the lead outright for the first
time. She led despite having
no birdies and three bogeys.

Meanwhile, Trimann
Saluja, 19, who turned pro
last year, was lying second
after a round that resembled
a roller-coaster. She had three
birdies, four bogeys and two
double bogeys for a 5-over
77.

However, fancied names
like Jahanvi Bakshi, amateurs
Avani Prashanth and Sneha
Singh were all left struggling.

Besides Jahanvi and Avani,
two others Siddhi Kapoor
and Ananya Datar, shot 78 for
a tied third place, while
Hitaashee Bakshi and
Anousha Tripathi carded 79
each. Six players were tied for

10th at 8-over 80, while last
week's winner, Sneha Singh
shot 9-over 81. The course
played rather difficult and
scoring was not easy. Birdies
were few and many players
did not have a single one.

Golfer Lakhmehar takes lead as fancied names
struggle in first round of 9th leg of WPGT

Dubai | Agencies

South Africa wicketkeeper-batsman
Quinton de Kock's showing in the
recently-concluded T20I series against

Sri Lanka saw him gain four places to the
eighth spot in the latest Men's T20I Rankings
for batsmen, said the International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Wednesday.

The 28-year-old de Kock shone with the
bat in South Africa's 3-0 whitewash over Sri
Lanka, finishing as the top scorer in the
recently concluded series with 153 runs in
three matches at an average of 153 and a
strike rate of 121.42.

His fellow opener in the team, Reeza
Hendricks, moved up the batting charts and
broke into the top 20, at 20th place.
Hendricks was the second-highest run-scor-
er in the series with 112 runs in three match-
es at an average of 56 and strike rate of
123.07.

Aiden Markram was another Proteas play-
er who made huge gains in the latest update
to the rankings, climbing 12 spots to become

the 11th ranked batsman in T20Is. In the
bowlers' rankings, the top wicket-taker of the
series, Bjorn Fortuin, gained 103 places to
break into the top 50, sitting at 43rd place.
Pacer Anrich Nortje jumped 29 places to be
at 71st place.

For Sri Lanka, Kusal Perera was one of the
few bright spots in the series. Back after
nursing a shoulder injury, he made an
impact upon his return, scoring 69 runs in
two matches and jumped 10 places to 39th.

After the completion of the T20I series
between Bangladesh and New Zealand,
there were some players who moved up in
the rankings. New Zealand skipper Tom
Latham and batsman Finn Allen both
attained career-high rankings, finishing 44th
and 66th respectively. Bangladesh's
Mohammad Naim and Mahmud Ullah too
jumped three spots each to No.24 and No.29
respectively.

Bangladesh left-arm pacer Mustafizur
Rahman scaled two spots to eighth place
after a brilliant four-for in the fourth T20I
that reduced New Zealand to just 93. Nasum

Ahmed bagged a four-wicket haul of his own
in the same game which saw him gain a
massive 25 places to become the 15th ranked
T20I bowler in the world.

New Zealand left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel
made a rapid ascent into the top 60 by
climbing 93 spots.

Bangladesh skipper Mahmudullah's fine
batting displays in the final two T20Is helped
him break into the top 10 of T20I all-
rounders rankings, tied with Kenya's Collins
Obuya at No.10 with 130 rating points.
Shakib Al Hasan, who was rested for the final
game, dropped a place to No.2 which took
Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi to the top of
the rankings for all-rounders.

In the ODI Rankings, USA's Jaskaran
Malhotra, who grabbed the headlines after
smashing six 6s in an over against Papua
New Guinea, rocketed 169 spots up to No.
132 in the batting charts. Amongst the
bowlers, Ireland's Andrew Balbirnie and
Simi Singh reached career-best rankings
after the ODI series against Zimbabwe, rising
to 27th and 38th respectively.

SA's Quinton de Kock breaks into top-10 of T20I rankings for batsmen
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The fans of Rajinikanth have once again
proved that they could go to any extent to
celebrate the release of the superstar's

movie.
On Wednesday, the fans of the star killed a

goat and sprinkled its blood on the first look
poster of Rajinikanth's new movie
"Annaathe". The video of the incident has
gone viral on social media.

V.M. Sudhakar, the president of All
India Rajinikanth Rasigar Mandram (fans'
association), in a statement strongly objected the
'irresponsible' act of the mega star's supporters.

"This is not only regrettable, but also con-
demnable. We request that nobody should indulge
in such obnoxious act," Sudhakar said in the
statement.

Tamannaah 
comes to grips with
'Telangana dialect'

for 'Seetimaarr'
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CASTING DIRECTOR KARAN MALLY TO
PLAY LEAD IN WEB SERIES 'LOCK'D IN'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Directed by debutant
Maanavi Bedi, the slice of
life series revolves around a
newly dating couple who
get stuck living together

because of the lockdown; their bitter
sweet journey in discovering one anoth-
er, and in turn discovering a bit of them-
selves.

Commenting on the same, Karan
Mally said: "When Maanavi and I were
discussing ideas for our first production,
we came up with this concept and both
of us found it interesting. I am sure the

series will be liked and be relatable to
all. Everyone would identify themselves
with the lead characters as they would
have faced similar situations."

As a casting director, Karan has
worked for films like Farhan Akthar-
starrer 'Toofan', Ranveer Singh-starrer
'Gully Boy' and Taapsee Pannu-starrer
'Thappad', among others.

His upcoming web series as an actor
'Lock'd IN' also stars Anna Ador, Aisha
Ahmed, Abhay Mahajan, Sunny Sharma
and Puja Sarup.

Produced by Petrichor Films LLP, the
web series will release on September 24
on YouTube.

CCaassttiinngg  ddiirreeccttoorr
KKaarraann  MMaallllyy  iiss  aallll
sseett  ttoo  ppllaayy  tthhee  lleeaadd
rroollee  iinn  aann  uuppccoomm--
iinngg  wweebb  sseerriieess
ttiittlleedd  ''LLoocckk''dd  IINN''..

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Tamannaah Bhatia, whose latest release is the
sports action film 'Seetimaarr', says she has dubbed
in the "Telangana dialect" for the first time in her

career. The 'dialect', also known as Hyderabadi Telugu, is
influenced by Deccani

Urdu, Marathi and also
Kannada.

Tamannaah plays the
part of a kabaddi
coach named Jwala

Reddy. She calls her
character fierce and one

she has not tried before.
She said: "I enjoyed the

challenges that the film came
with. As an actor, nothing

feels better than get-
ting appreciated for

your perform-
ance."

Tamannaah
is also gearing

up for the
release of

'Maestro' and
'Gurthunda

Seethakalam'. Her
Hindi projects, 'Plan A

Plan B' with Riteish
Deshmukh, and Amazon

Prime's original show 'Yaar
Dost' with Maddock Films, are also

scheduled for release.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Rapper Badshah will share some interesting anecdotes
and spicy comments as he appears as a special guest
this weekend on 'Zee Comedy Show'.

While the hilarious acts by all the comedians coupled
with the witty reactions and comments of Mika Singh sure-
ly left everyone in splits during the shoot, it was Chitrashi
Rawat, Sugandha Mishra Bhosle and Sidharth Sagar's gos-
sip act that made everyone laugh out loud. In fact, during
the act, Sidharth essayed the role of Rakhi Sawant and left
everyone surprised with his performance.

Evidently, Mika was quite amused by the performance
and happened to reveal an interesting thing about his
bond with her. Leaving everyone stunned, the singer called
Rakhi his best friend and also mentioned how he knows
her better than anyone else.

As Mika Singh opened up: "I am a huge fan of Sidharth
Sagar and his acts, however today, he was in another zone
altogether, he put up a truly phenomenal act. He was play-
ing my best friend, Rakhi Sawant, and he truly aced
it. The energy he showed and
the nuances

he

picked up; they were
bang on! I must add the accent you held

onto throughout the act; it was perfect. No one knows
Rakhi Sawant better than me, so I can tell you, you did her
mimicry very well."

While Mika Singh's revelations and Badshah's musical
performances will grab the attention, one cannot miss the
comic acts by all the artistes.'Zee Comedy Show' airs on
Zee TV.

BBaaddsshhaahh to appear on 'Zee
Comedy Show' as special guest

RAJINI FANS
SLAUGHTER GOAT
TO CELEBRATE 
POSTER RELEASE;
DRAW CRITICISM
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