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CYCLONE 'GULAB' MAKES LANDFALL 8 industries to come up in Maoist infested areas:
CM Chouhan in Left Wing Extremism meet
ON ANDHRA-ODISHA COAST
C

Madhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan discussed various strategies on
intensifying operations against the Maoists in the state during high-level meeting chaired by
Union home minister Amit Shah in Delhi on Left Wing extremism (LWE).

VISAKHAPATNAM/BHUBANESWAR | Agencies

yclone 'Gulab' started making landfall on Sunday
evening, triggering heavy
rains along with strong winds over
north coastal Andhra Pradesh and
adjoining south coastal Odisha.
The landfall process commenced around 6 pm between
Kalingapatnam in Andhra Pradesh
and Gopalpur in Odisha as the
cloud bands entered the coastal
region. The process will continue
for next two to three hours, said
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
The cyclone is likely to impact
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and
Visakhapatnam districts in north
coastal Andhra. In Srikakulam district, authorities evacuated 1,100
people from low-lying areas and
shifted them to 61 relief centres.
Two teams of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and four
teams of State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) have arrived in the
region as the meteorologists have
warned that heavy rainfall could
lead to floods. The entire coastal
region has been put on alert in
view of the impact of cyclone. The
district administration have
opened control rooms monitor the
situation.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
spoke to Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
and took stock of the situation
arising in the wake of cyclone. The
PM tweeted that he assured all
possible support from the Centre.
"I pray for everyone's safety and
well-being," Modi wrote
Indian naval ships and aircraft
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are on standby for rescue and
relief operations in the areas likely
to be affected by the cyclone.
The Navy is closely monitoring
the movement of the cyclonic
storm. Headquarters, Eastern
Naval Command, and Naval
Officers-in-Charge Odisha area
have carried out preparatory activities to combat the effects of
cyclone and are in constant liaison
with the state administrations for
rendering assistance as required,
an official release said.
As part of the preparedness,
flood relief teams and diving
teams are positioned at Odisha
and are ready at Visakhapatnam to
render immediate assistance.
Two naval ships are at sea with
Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) material
and medical teams to render assistance in the most affected areas.
Naval aircraft are kept ready t
Naval Air Stations, INS Dega at
Visakhapatnam and INS Rajali
near Chennai to undertake an aerial survey of the most affected
areas, casualty evacuation, and
airdrop of relief material as

required.Strong winds and very
heavy/extremely heavy rainfall are
likely to damage thatched huts,
cause minor damage to power and
communication lines due to
breaking of branches and uprooting of trees, cause major damage
to Kutcha and minor damage to
pucca roads, some damage to
paddy crops, banana, papaya trees
and orchards, and there could be
sea water inundation in low-lying
areas after erosion of embankments, localised flooding of roads,
inundation and water-logging in
low-lying areas and closure of
underpasses mainly in urban
areas of the region.
"We are in touch with the district administrations of Rayagada,
Gajapati, Ganjam and Koraput. So
far, we have not received any info
about heavy rainfall or windfall in
those districts. However, low to
medium rainfall activity has started in Gajapati district," said
Special Relief Commissioner P.K.
Jena. As per the report, till afternoon, over 16,000 people have
evacuated from low-lying and vulnerable areas, he said.

Centre-states review situation in
Left-wing extremism affected areas
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Centre on Sunday held a high-level
meeting with the states affected by Leftwing extremism (LWE) to review the situation.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah chaired
the review meeting with the chief ministers
and police chiefs of these states in the national capital.
Chief minister of Madhya Pradesh Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, Bihar's Nitish Kumar,
Telangana CM K Chandrashekhar Rao,
Jharkhand's Hemant Soren, Maharashtra's
Uddhav Thackeray and Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik were present in the meeting held at
Vigyan Bhawan here. The Chief ministers of
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and
West Bengal did not attend the review meeting.
Sources said that Shah talked about the
need to formulate a new strategy to take decisive actions against these ultras.
The meeting is being held in two sessions.
In the first session operational strategy to
effective domination in the affected districts
was discussed and states were asked to
extend cooperation in anti-Maoist operations.
In the second session, discussion on the execution of the developmental schemes in all
affected states was being held. It is learnt that
in the meeting it was flagged that some states
are not cooperating with the Centre in the

fight against LWE due to their local issues.
"Centre has sought more cooperation from
the states to fight against the ultras in a calibrated manner," sources said.
Odisha Chief Minister Patnaik requested
the Union government to consider four laning
of road NH 326 from Jeypore to Motu via
Malkangiri, providing railway network in LWE
affected districts, which are not part of it, providing mobile connectivity to areas of southern and western parts of states and providing
banking facilities in these districts.
Sources claimed that Maharashtra Chief
Minister Thackeray demanded additional
central assistance for these districts for
strengthening the policing network and to
carry out development works.
It is further learnt that in the second session, the progress of the various infrastructural developmental schemes such as road
requirement and connectivity, and also of
aspirational districts programmes in the LWE
affected districts were being discussed.

e said 18 industries
would come up in the
most Maoistinfested
Balaghat district of the state generating over 4,000employment
in the coming years.
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Bhupesh Bhagel, West Bengal
chief minister Mamta Banerjee,
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy of
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala CM
skipped the meeting. These
states were represented by senior police and
administrative officials.
Chouhan talked about development issues carried out in last
five years in Maoist-hit areas. He
informed that seven Maoists
were shot dead in the last
three years in MP while three
were arrested. He said further
that search operation and area
domination has been increased.
Shah was informed about an
operation through which a huge
financial transaction of outlaws
was intercepted. The joint
action of the police forces of the
three states in the
trijunction has yielded good
results, he said. Chouhan
informed that in Balaghat,
Mandla, Dindori districts, 23,113
women self-help groups have
been formed connecting
2,74,000 thousand families.
These groups are

also working in the non-farm
sector along with marketing of
advanced farming, animal husbandry products.
As a result of the Udyog Mitra
policy of the state, 10,341 persons have got employment
through employment fairs and
self-employment schemes in
Balaghat, Mandla and Dindori
in the last few months.
Investor meet was organized
in Balaghat on August 18 to
increase employment in which
16 industrialists have agreed to
set up large scale industries in
which investment of 2,800
crore and employment will be
available to 4,000 persons as
well as about 54 MSME units,
Chouhan informed. An investment of 300 crores has been
agreed. Chouhan further
informed that 802.57 crore has
been paid under MGNREGA
scheme in the year 2020-21, providing employment to 12 lakh

BHARAT BANDH ON MONDAY FROM 6AM TO 4PM;
PUBLIC TRANSPORT LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED
New Delhi:The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) has called
a 10-hour Bharat Bandh on Monday, September 27, to mark
a year of the three controversial farm laws that were passed
by Parliament in September last year. September 27 marks
the first anniversary of President Ram Nath Kovind giving
his assent for the three bills. The umbrella union of the
farmers who are protesting against these three laws for
around 10 months now has said that Bharat Bandh on
Monday will be peaceful and the public will face minimal
inconvenience.
In its guideline, the SKM said that during the time of the
Bharat Bandh, central and state government offices, markets, shops, factories, schools, colleges and other educational institutions will not be allowed to function. Public and
private transport will not be allowed to ply on roads and no
public functions will be allowed. However, emergency services including ambulances and fire services will be allowed
to function. The main banners or themes for the day would
be 'Bharat Bandh against Anti-Farmer Modi Government',
'Modi Brings in Mandi Bandh', 'Farmers take up Bharat
Bandh' and so on, the SKM said in a statement.
The farmers' Bharat Bandh has already gathered support
from several political parties, including the Congress, AAP,
YSRC, DMK, Telugu Desam, Left parties, BSP, RJD etc.
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu governments have
announced complete support to the nationwide strike. The
Andhra Pradesh government has decided to stop APSRTC
buses from September 26 midnight to September 27 afternoon. The Delhi Police have said that no protesters will be
allowed to enter Delhi from the three protest sites at the
city's border. "The security will be preventive and we are
fully alert. There is no call for 'Bharat Bandh' in Delhi, but
we are watching the developments and adequate number of
personnel will be on the ground," an officer said.

workers in Maoist affected districts. The number of completed
works under MNREGA scheme
in the year 2020-21 has been
82,650 and the number of families completing 100 days has
been 88,157.
In the last 5 years, 430 kms of
roads and 14 bridges have been
constructed in Maoist affected
areas by the state through PWD
from its own resources at an
expenditure of Rs 375 crores.
Under Madhya Pradesh Rural
Connectivity Scheme and
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana, 1,405 km of roads have
been built in Maoist affected
districts with an expenditure of
72 crores.The government has
passed the Scheduled Tribes
Debt Waiver Act 2020, due to
which the loans given against
the tribals living in the scheduled areas have been automatically waived. He said 34000 pattas were given to the brothers

New Punjab 'Captain' has
six new faces in Cabinet
Chandigarhi|Agencies

A

head of Assembly elections slated in
February-March 2022,
new Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi,
expanded his council of ministers on Sunday with induction of 15 ministers, including six first-timers.
Several ministers from the
previous Amarinder Singh
government were retained
including both women ministers Aruna Chaudhary, who
is related to Channi, and
Razia Sultana, a prominent
Muslim face.
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit administered the
oath of office to the new
ministers at a simple ceremony held in the lawns of
Raj Bhavan. Two-time MLAs
Pargat Singh (Jalandhar
Cantonment), Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring, 43,
(Gidderbaha) and Gurkirat
Singh Kotli, 48, (Khanna),

Maharashtra sees 3,206 Covid-19 cases, 36 deaths, 3,292 recoveries
Maharashtra on Sunday
reported 3,206 new
coronavirus positive
cases and 36 fatalities
while 3,292 patients
recovered, the health
department said.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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aharashtra on Sunday reported 3,206
new coronavirus positive cases and
36 fatalities while 3,292 patients
recovered, the health department said.
The new additions pushed the tally of
infections in Maharashtra to 65,44,325 and
the death toll to 1,38,870. The total number of

recoveries in Maharashtra stands at 63,64,027
which leaves the state with 37,860 active
cases, as per the official statement.
Maharashtra's case recovery rate now
stands at 97.24 per cent and the fatality rate is
2.12 per cent. With 1,65,990 new tests, the

number of samples examined for coronavirus
so far in Maharashtra rose to 5,81,58,000.
Mumbai city reported 477 new cases and
five deaths, taking the tally of infections to
7,41,237 and the death toll to 16,084, the statement said.

and sisters of the tribe, reconsidering the claims rejected earlier.
The work of implementing
PESA law in a phased manner is
being started in the state. The
State Rules will be amended
to strengthen the "Village
Nyayalayas." Techniques for
production of medicines and
market linkages are being made
available for them in the
Scheduled Tribes areas under
the Devaranya Yojana in
Madhya Pradesh.
Activities conducted by the
Forest Department including
Forest Development
Corporation, State Bamboo
Development Corporation,
Forest Conservation Promotion
Development and Forest
Conservation work, Eco-tourism
etc. One crore (lakh man-days)
employment has been created
in Balaghat, Mandla and
Dindori districts.

Mumbai division recorded 990 cases and
seven fatalities which raised the number of
cases to 16,73,025 and the toll to 35,232, it
said. Nashik division reported 819 cases
including 680 in Ahmednagar district. The
Pune division logged 1,032 cases including
446 in the Pune district. Kolhapur division
added 242 fresh cases.
Aurangabad division reported 33 new cases
and the Latur division 70 infections including
32 in the Beed district.
Akola and Nagpur divisions in the Vidarbha
region did not report any COVID-19 fatality
during the day. Akola division saw five new
cases and and the Nagpur division 15 cases.
Akola district including Akola city, the
Amravati district including Amravati city, the
Washim district, Bhandara, Gondia and
Gadchiroli districts did not report any new
COVID-19 infections.
No COVID-19 case was reported in the
Hingoli district and Parbhani city during the
day. Also, no fresh COVID-19 death was
reported in this region.
Maharashtra's COVID-19 tally is as follows:
Positive cases 65,44,325, deaths 1,38,870,
recoveries 63,64,027, active cases 37,860, total
tests 5,81,58,000.

four-time MLA Kaka
Randeep Singh Nabha, 54,
(Amloh) and three-time
MLAs Raj Kumar Verka, 58,
(Amritsar-West) and Sangat
Singh Gilzian, 68 (Urmar)
were the new faces in the
Cabinet.Verka is a Valmiki
community leader, while
Gilzian represents the other
backward classes. The others
are Jat Sikhs.Kotli's grandfather, the late Beant Singh,
was the Chief Minister from
1992 to 1995. His father Tej
Parkash Singh served as the
state Transport Minister.
Handpicked by Rahul
Gandhi, young leader
Warring made his debut in

the Assembly by defeating
then People's Party of Punjab
chief Manpreet Singh Badal,
who is now in the Congress,
from Gidderbaha in 2012. He
was the Indian Youth
Congress president in 2014.
Brahm Mohindra (six-time
MLA), Manpreet Badal (fivetime MLA), Tript Rajinder
Bajwa (four-time MLA), as
well as Chaudhary, Razia
Sultana, and Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria (all three-time
MLAs), Bharat Bhushan
Ashu (two-time MLA), and
Vijay Inder Singla (first time
MLA) were retained.
Mohindra, Singla and
Ashu, the prominent Hindu
faces, are known for their
proximity to Amarinder
Singh.Former Irrigation
Minister Rana Gurjeet Singh
made a surprise comeback
after four years despite
objections raised by at least
six legislators. He was
inducted after at the expense
of Nagra.

Yogi adds 7 new ministers including
Jitin Prasada ahead of polls
LUCKNOW | Agencies
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ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday
expanded his cabinet by
inducting seven new ministers.
All the new ministers were
administered oath of office
and secrecy by Governor
Anandiben Patel at a hurriedly convened ceremony at
the Raj Bhavan, in the presence of the Chief Minister
and his cabinet colleagues.
Among those who were
sworn in are one cabinet
minister and six ministers of
state.The much-awaited
expansion comes barely
months before the state is
preparing for assembly elections in early 2022.
Through this expansion,
the BJP has made it clear that
it will focus on OBCs and
SC/ST categories to ensure its
return to power in next year's

assembly elections.
While Jitin Prasada, who
has been sworn in as cabinet
minister, is the lone Brahmin
leader to get a place in
Sunday's expansion, the
remaining six belong to OBC
(three) and Scheduled Caste
(two) and Scheduled Tribe
(one). The six ministers of
state who were sworn in are - Sanjeev Gond (STSonbhadra), Dharamvir
Prajapati (OBC-Agra),
Chhatrapal Gangwar (OBCBareilly), Sangita Balwant
Bind (OBC-Ghazipur), Paltu
Ram (SC- Balrampur) and
Dinesh Khatik (SC-Meerut).
Apart from ensuring a
caste balance, the party has
also made sure to provide
representation to all parts of
the state.There are 53 ministers in the UP cabinet at present, and seven more could be
inducted as per the constitutional limit.
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MODI GOVT COMMITTED TO DEVELOPMENT Grand welcome to PM Modi
OF MAOIST AFFECTED AREAS: AMIT SHAH at airport on return from US
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday said under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government of India is committed to the development of Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected
states.
Shah was chairing a review meeting on the
LWE situation in affected states.
Shah pointed out that there has been a lot of
success due to the joint efforts of the Centre
and the states in cracking down on LWE. "The
incidents of LWE have come down by 23 per
cent, the number of deaths by 21 per cent. In
decades of fighting, we have reached a point
where the death toll is less than 200 for the first
time and this is a huge achievement for all of
us. We all know that unless we get rid of the
problem of LWE completely, the full development of the country and the states affected by it
is not possible," Shah said in the meeting.
The Union Home Minister said that without
eliminating it, neither we will be able to spread
democracy to the bottom nor will we be able to
develop the underdeveloped areas. So, instead
of being satisfied with what we have achieved
so far, we need to increase speed to get what is
left.
"Government of India has been fighting a
battle on two fronts for many years without paying attention to the political parties. Those who

want to give up arms and join the mainstream
are heartily welcome, but those who take up
arms and hurt innocent people and the police,
will be given the same response," he said.
He mentioned that the root cause of dissatisfaction is that development has not reached
there in the last six decades since
Independence and now to deal with it, it is very
essential to ensure accessibility to fast-paced
development so that common and innocent

Huge cache of weapons seized under
'Operation Disarm' by TN Police
Chennai|Agencies

T

he special police team
constituted by Tamil
Nadu Director
General of Police C
Sylendra Babu, named
'Operation Disarm', has
seized more than 900
weapons, including three
firearms.
The raids conducted on
Friday, Saturday and
Sunday morning also
rounded up 2,500 rowdy
elements in South Tamil
Nadu.The arrest and seizure
of weapons followed the
four beheadings that took
place in South Tamil Nadu,
specifically in Dindigul and
Tirunelveli districts in the
past 12 days.The DGP in a
high-level meeting of the
police officers at Madurai

directed them to investigate
murder cases that were
even ten years old. He also
called upon the officers to
conduct routine raids at the
residences and premises of
rowdy elements in these
districts. The DGP also told
the police officers to round
up and arrest those people
who can be involved in possible retaliatory attacks.
Police officers said that the
DGP also directed them to
intensify night patrolling
and not to allow any untoward incidents to happen
in the days to come.
According to a senior DSP
who was present in the
meeting, the DGP was furious over the back-to-back
murders in these districts
and the resurgence of caste
wars that had dominated

South Tamil Nadu during
the mid-1990s.
Sociologist and Professor
at a foreign university M.K.
Krishnan, who hails from
Madurai, while speaking to
IANS said, "Police have to
take stringent action
against those who take law
into their hands. However,
unless the sublime issue of
caste is not weeded out this
will reappear in one form or
the other."While the present
DMK government has had
a good start, the awareness
on the futility of fights over
castes have to be inculcated
in young minds and for that
good education is very
important. These youths
who are involved in
beheadings will not be
allowed to be given any
heroic receptions."

people do not join them.
"Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Modi, the development is continuing and now
the Maoists have also understood that innocent
people will not be misled by them, which is why
it is very important to continue uninterrupted
development. This is very important for success
on both these fronts," the Union Home Minister
said.
Shah assured states that efforts have been
made to fulfill demands of the states regarding
the deployment of Central forces. The Union
Home Minister said that the Prime Minister has
taken an important decision to bring down the
fixed expenditure of the States on deployment
of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). "As a
result of this, there has been a reduction in the
expenditure of the states on the deployment of
CAPFs by about Rs 2,900 crore in 2019-20 as
compared to the year 2018-19. The Prime
Minister has continuously reviewed it and is
constantly guiding us all," Shah said. The Union
Home Minister said that it is very important to
neutralize the sources of income of the Left
Wing Extremists. The agencies of the Central
and State Governments should try to stop this
by making a system together. He urged all the
Chief Ministers to give priority to the problem
of LWE for the next one year, so that a permanent solution can be found in this regard. "It
requires building pressure, increasing speed
and better coordination," he added.

rime Minister Narendra
Modi received a grand
welcome from BJP leaders and workers at Delhi airport on his return from an
official visit of the United
States of America (USA), here
on Sunday.
BJP chief JP Nadda, national general secretary Arun
Singh and Tarun Chugh, former union health minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan, Lok Sabha
member Ramesh Bidhuri,
party Delhi unit president
Adesh Gupta and others
received Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the
Airport.Since morning thousands of Delhi BJP workers
and people gathered at the
Palam Airport technical area
to receive the Prime Minister.
A big stage was set up outside
the airport for Prime Minister
Modi to accept greetings from
people.
Prime minister walked
around two kilometres to
meet party workers and common people standing on both
sides of the roads with his

cutouts and posters.
Praising the Prime Minister,
BJP chief Nadda called him a
global leader who has made
the country a global player.
Sharing pictures of the
Prime Minister meeting people waiting outside the airport
to welcome him, Nadda
tweeted, "People were eagerly
waiting since morning to see
and greet their beloved Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji on
his return from US visit. Huge
cheering and enthusiasm.
Some glimpses of Prime
Minister Modi Ji meeting
people and accepting their
greetings."Prime Minister
Modi thanked the people

who were there to welcome
him. Artists from different
states were also invited to
play musical instruments
from different parts of the
country. "Musical instruments from different parts of
the country are playing outside the airport and artists
have been invited to play the
instrument," Virendra
Sachdeva, BJP Delhi vice
president said.
During his recent visit,
Prime Minister Modi held
bilateral talks with US
President Joe Biden, participated in Quad summit and
also addressed the United
Nations General Assembly.

Punjab done, now all eyes on Rahul's visit to Chhattisgarh
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

mid talks of rotational chief minister in
Chhattisgarh, the visit of Rahul Gandhi will
decide the future of the Congress politics in
the state as of now there is suspense in both the
camps one lead by Chief Minister Baghel and the
other lead by state Health Minister TS Singhdeo.
Mohan Markam, the state Congress President
said the party is busy in the preparation of Rahul
Gandhi's visit to Sarguja and Bastar, both tribal
belts and Sarguja is also the stronghold of T.S.
Singhdeo. Markam said that he is head of the
organisation in the state and does not belong to any
camp.
However, dates of the visit of the former
Congress President have not been not finalised yet,
but he may go on the onset of second week of
October and get a sense of state politics.
While Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel is on overdrive on the issue of development. He has been
taking some decisions and highlighting the peoplefriendly policies of the government. Sources say
Baghel has got some reprieve till the Uttar Pradesh
elections on the interference of Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra as his team is involved in the election management of the party in UP.

The supporters of the Singhdeo camp have
alleged harassment. In this week only police registered a case against Pankaj Singh in Bilaspur, who is
a former secretary of the party and close to Singh
Deo, for allegedly assaulting an employee of a government hospital. Following the FIR Congress MLA
Shailesh Pandey, a known Singh Deo supporter
went to the police station with his supporters and
lodged a protest against the action, while the
District Congress has recommended Pankaj Singh's

Ex-Cong MP, CLP leader booked after clashes with BJP MP
Pratapgarh (Uttar Pradesh)|Agencies

ormer Congress MP Pramod Tiwari, Congress
legislature party leader Aradhana Mishra and
48 others have been booked under Section
307 (attempt to murder), 146 (rioting) and 336 (act
endangering life or personal safety of others) at the
Lalganj police station in Pratapgarh.
The case was registered late on Saturday night
after BJP MP Sangam Lal Gupta, with his supporters, blocked traffic on the Prayagraj-Pratapgarh
road for several hours.
Earlier on Saturday, several people were injured
as Congress and Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) workers came to blows during the Gareeb Kalyan Mela
held at Sangipur development block auditorium in
Pratapgarh district.
BJP MP Sangam Lal Gupta was also allegedly
beaten up and had to be rescued by police and
escorted to a safe place.
Congress leader Pramod Tiwari was also manhandled and Aradhana Mishra's mobile phone was
lost in the melee.
According to reports, BJP MP Sangam Lal Gupta
was invited as the chief guest at the Gareeb Kalyan
Mela but he came late. Meanwhile, senior Congress
leader Pramod Tiwari and Aradhana Mishra 'Mona'

P

F

reached the Mela venue and a few minutes later,
the BJP MP also arrived, leading to tension among
Congress and BJP workers. After a heated argument, both groups attacked each other. In a video
which went viral, it can be seen that some people
chased his vehicle and damaged it. The programme
was also suspended following the chaos. Heavy
force reached the spot and controlled the situation.

Later, on the complaint of MP Sangam Lal Gupta,
a named FIR was registered against 27 people,
including Congress leader Pramod Tiwari, his
daughter and MLA Aradhana Mishra, block pramukh of Sangipur Bablu Singh and 50 unidentified
people under relevant sections of IPC for rioting
armed with deadly weapons, unlawful assembly,
voluntarily causing hurt and endangering human
life or personal safety of others.
Station House Officer (SHO) Lalganj police station Kamlesh Kumar Pal said further investigation
are underway.
Talking to IANS, Congress leader and former
Rajya Sabha member Pramod Tiwari blamed the
BJP leaders and their supporters for the incident.
He said that the BJP leaders did not believe in
democracy as they were intoxicated with power.
Police brutally thrashed Congress workers, Tiwari
added.
Deputy chief minister Keshav Prasad Maurya
said instructions had been issued to take action
against those involved in the attack on BJP MP
Sangam Lal Gupta.
Additional forces have been deployed in the area
in view of the tension.

expulsion, which could spark another round of
faceoff.
T.S. Singh Deo had said, "All the issues are in the
purview of the Congress leadership."The supporters of Singhdeo have been pushing for a change of
guard since incumbent Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel completed 2.5 years in office, suspense still
looms on the issue of rotational chief minister as
there is no clarity from the top leadership of the
party.
Singhdeo, who is pushing on the formula of rotational chief minister, is maintaining a line that
everything is in the purview of the party leadership
and whatever decision will be taken by them will be
accepted. After the Punjab operation, all eyes are
now on Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, which have
also been facing similar problems and issues.
In Rajasthan, Congress leader Sachin Pilot wants
his position to be restored and given the top post in
the state. He has met Rahul Gandhi twice in the
week and his supporters say that fingers are crossed
in Chhattisgarh. T.S. Singhdeo wants the formula of
rotational Chief Minister to be honoured.
The supporters of TS Singh Deo are hopeful and
assured of change since the meeting of Pilot, who
in his meeting has also said that he wants to lead
the state as the Chief Minister, sources said.

India logs 28,326 fresh cases,
over 85 Cr vaccinated
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ndia reported a total of
28,336 fresh Covid cases
and 260 deaths in the last
24 hours, even as over 85
crore people have been vaccinated, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
said on Sunday.
The new cases reported
were slightly lesser than
what was recorded on
Saturday. However, 290
deaths were reported on
Saturday. The total death
count in the country stands
at 4,46,918. The active cases
have seen a rise of total 2,034
cases in the last 24 hours,
pushing the total India's
active caseload to 3,03,476,
which accounts for less than

of one per cent of total Covid
cases of India, as per the
Union Health Ministry
updates. The total active
cases in India is 0.90 per
cent of the total caseload.
India's recovery rate from
the ongoing pandemic currently stands at 97.77 per
cent. As per the health bulletin, a total of 26,032 people
have recovered from Covid
in the last 24 hours, pushing

the total recovery data to
3,29,02,351.The testing
capacity across the country
continues to be increasing.
The last 24 hours saw a total
of 14,88,945 tests being conducted. India has so far conducted over 56,32,43,245
tests. The weekly positive
rate in India is less than 3
per cent for 93 days and currently stands at 1.98 per
cent.

Two terrorists killed in Kashmir encounter after refusing to surrender
Two terrorists, allegedly involved in killing of a BJP leader and his relatives last year, were killed in a gunfight with
police and security forces in J&K's Bandipora on Sunday after they refused to surrender and opened fire instead,
officials said.
Srinagar|Agencies
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olice said on the Saturday evening, Bandipora police
received an input regarding presence of terrorists in
the general area of village Watrina area of Bandipora.
"The input so received was further developed technically
and through human intel, after which a CASO (cordon and
search operation) was launched by police, 14 RR and CRPF
in the said area and contact with the hiding terrorists was
established in the morning hours.
"During the operation, the holed-up terrorists were given
repeated opportunities to surrender, but refused to surrender and instead fired indiscriminately upon the joint search
party, which was retaliated leading to an encounter," a police
officer said.
In the ensuing encounter, two terrorists were killed and
their bodies were retrieved from the site. They have been
identified as Azad Ahmad Shah and Abid Rashid Dar alias
Haqani affiliated with proscribed terror outfit LeT.
Dar was Pakistani trained terrorist who had crossed over
the Wagah Border in April 2018 and had infiltrated back in

2019. As per police records, both the terrorists were involved
in planning and executing terror attacks on security establishments and civilian killings. Moreover, Dar was also
instrumental in recruiting the gullible youth into terror ranks
of proscribed terror outfit LeT in north Kashmir.
"Pertinently both the killed terrorists, along with foreign
terrorists Usman and Sajad alias Haider, were involved in the
killing of BJP leader Waseem Bari, his brother and father.
The involved foreign terrorists Usman and Sajad were
already eliminated in an encounter at Kreeri on August 17,
2020, while as the other two local involved terrorists got
killed in today's encounter. Therefore all the four terrorists
involved in case FIR No 74/2019 of PS Bandipora pertaining
to the killing of BJP leader and his family got eliminated,"
police said. Arms and ammunition including two AK-47
rifles, a pistol and other incriminating material were recovered from the site. Police said all the recovered materials
have been taken into case records for further investigation
and to probe their complicity in other terror crimes. A case
under relevant sections of law has been registered and investigation has been initiated.
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CM
Chouhan
will
honour
FIRST DOSE OF CORONA VACCINE WILL BE Indian women hockey players

GIVEN TO CENT PERCENT: CM CHOUHAN

Team Absolute | Bhopal

Now the state government has made extensive preparations to make the "Ab Koi Na
Chhoote Vaccination Maha Abhiyan" a success.
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojna run at district and
block level, Jan-Abhiyan Parishad, volunteers of
social, voluntary organisations, prominent persons from every section of the society and government staff will ensure active participation in
bringing eligible citizens to the vaccination site
for the first dose. Public facilities will also be
available at the vaccination site and every effort
will be made to achieve the target of cent percent vaccination amidst the festive atmosphere.
In Vaccination Maha Abhiyan-4, no eligible person above the age of 18 years is left out from the
first dose of Covid vaccine. This information will
be given to the State Government in the prescribed form by the Collector and Chief Medical
and Health Officer of all the districts. For the
success of the campaign, instructions were given
by the state government to ensure that the first
dose of Covid vaccine is given according to the
list of all eligible persons by conducting door-todoor survey.In Vaccination Maha Abhiyan-4,
about 10 thousand sessions will be organised in
the state. Mobile teams have also been formed
in every district by the district administration for
vaccination. Now there is only one goal that the
first dose of corona vaccine should be administered to all the eligible citizens. Now no one
would be left. Vehicles will also be arranged by
the administration to reach the vaccination centre. Those elderly and differently-abled who
cannot come to the vaccination centre, will be
vaccinated at their homes.

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that on September 27, the first dose of
vaccine will be administered to all eligible
citizens in Ab Koi Na Chhoote (Now no one
should be left out) Vaccination Maha Abhiyan-4.
No one should be left out in this campaign, in
this spirit there will be active participation of all
sections of the society and individuals with selfmotivation. He said that the state has to be
made safe by applying the first dose of vaccine
to 100 percent eligible people. He has appealed
to cooperate in making the campaign a success
by coming together in the sacred work of vaccination.
Chouhan said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has done a charitable work by making free
vaccine available. Now it is the responsibility of
all of us that all eligible people get the vaccine
compulsorily. So far, public participation has
been underlined for the achievements of vaccination. Crisis Management Committees at the
district, block, ward and village panchayat level
have also made the previous vaccination campaigns a success by taking active part. In the
Vaccination Maha-Abhiyan-4 on September 27,
success will definitely be achieved with the participation of Crisis Management Committees
and social organisations.Chouhan has appealed
to the members of the Council of Ministers,
MPs, MLAs, public representatives of urban and
rural areas, besides heads of various social
organisations, religious leaders, media representatives, litterateurs, intellectuals and dignitaries

to appeal to the people in their respective areas
to get the first dose of the vaccine, motivate
them, so that the life of every person can be
made safe by achieving the objectives of the
campaign.
Chouhan has said that doctors and scientists
are of the opinion that maximum protection
from corona is possible only through vaccination. About 84% of the population has already
received the first dose of vaccination in the state.
This in itself is a great achievement. As a result
of this, we have been able to stop the situation of
corona infection among the people of the state.
We shall not allow the third wave of Corona to
come under any circumstances.

CM Chouhan will perform bhumi pujan
and dedication of 29 power sub-stations
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will
dedicate 16 power
sub-stations at Jhirnya in
Khargone district and perform bhumi pujan of 13
sub-stations on September
27 in Jan Kalyan and Suraj
campaign. Their total cost
is Rs 321 crore 80 lakh.
Energy Minister
Pradyuman Singh Tomar
has informed that more
than 2 lakh 92 thousand
consumers of 15 districts
will be ensured better quality and uninterrupted
power supply from the subcentres to be dedicated.
The sub-stations to be dedicated include one sub-station of 220 KV voltage, 6

sub-stations of 132 KV voltage and 9 sub-stations of 35
KV voltage. Their total cost
is Rs. 287 crore 33 lakh. The
total cost of 13 sub-centres
33/11 KV for which bhumi
pujan will be performed is
Rs. 34 crore 47 lakh. In
future, more than 42 thousand consumers of 11 districts will be benefitted
from this.
Chouhan will on
September 27 dedicate the
newly constructed power
sub-stations at at Jhirnya of
Khargone district,
Nalkheda of Agar-Malwa
district, Patrakar Colony
and Mahabaria of Bhopal,
Niwari of Niwari, Ghansor
of Seoni, Machalpur of
Rajgarh, Kanadi Khurd of
Shahdol, Karondi of

Dindori, Mavai of Sidhi,
Kanti of Rewa, Ratikheda of
Ashoknagar, Chharj of
Shivpuri, Patari of Dewas,
Kacharia of Mandsaur and
Bhadbhadiya of Neemuch
district.
Chouhan will perform
bhumi pujan for the construction of a power substations at Bhawal of
Mandla district, Bahoripar
of Narsinghpur, Hirdagarh
of Chhindwara, Imalia of
Chhatarpur, Gulai of
Khandwa, Sirvel and
Mohanpura of Khargone,
Makodi of Shajapur,
Karjawani of Alirajpur,
Asawata and Sagwali of
Ujjain, Amleta of Ratlam
and Padiyal of Dhar district.

 Fulfilling his promise, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will give
an incentive of Rs
31 lakh to each of
the players of
Indian women's
hockey team of
Tokyo Olympics
2020 on
September 28.
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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resident of Hockey
Federation of India and
Indian Olympic
Association, Narendra Dhruv
Batra, will be the special
guest in this programme to
be organized at Minto Hall
on Tuesday at 12 noon under
the chairmanship of Sports
Minister Yashodhara Raje
Scindia. Apart from this,
Hockey India President
Gyanendrao Nigombam,
Hockey India CEO Elina
Norman, Secretary Rajendra
Singh and Women's Hockey
team coach Tushar
Khandekar will also be specially present.
Scindia informed that

CM will give ex-gratia amount to
14475 workers in Sambal Yojana

CM PLANTS AMLA SAPLING IN
THE RESIDENCE PREMISES

Amount of Rs 321 crore 35 lakh will be transferred in the
accounts of the beneficiaries
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Sunday planted Amla, a plant having precious qualities, in the Chief Minister residence premises. Amla is called Amrutphal or
Dhatriphal in Ayurveda.
According to Ayurveda, Amla is such a fruit,
which has countless benefits. Regular use of
amla increases the immunity of the body. Amla
is not only beneficial for skin and hair, but it is
also useful for many diseases. Amla is used for
digestive diseases and jaundice. Amla is rich in
vitamins, minerals and nutrients.

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will transfer an exgratia assistance amount of
Rs 321 crore 35 lakh in the account
of 14 thousand 475 workers
through single click on Monday,
September 27, 2021, from Jhiranya
in Khargone district under the
Mukhyamantri Jan-Kalyan Sambal
Yojana and Anugrah Sahayata
Yojana for construction workers.
The amount to be transferred
includes Rs 307 crore 23 lakh in 13
thousand 769 cases of Sambal
Yojana and Rs 14 crore 12 lakh in
706 cases of ex-gratia assistance to
construction workers.
It is noteworthy that on May 4,
2021, Chouhan transferred Rs. 379
crore ex-gratia amount as death

assistance to 16 thousand 844
labour families of unorganised sector under Mukhyamantri JanKalyan Sambal Yojana.
Labor Minister Brijendra Pratap
Singh informed that many
schemes are being conducted from
birth to death for the workers and
their families working in the unorganised sector of the state by the
MP Building and Other
Construction Workers Welfare
Board and MP Urban and Rural
Unorganised Workers Welfare
Board. Minister Shri Singh
informed that under the Anugrah
Sahayata Yojana, assistance of Rs. 2
lakh is provided on normal death,
Rs. 4 lakh on accidental death, one
lakh for partial permanent disability and Rs.2 lakh on permanent disability.

Suspended constable charges SP, Two Children Drown In
DSP with assault, officials deny Pit Dug For Sewage Line
In a video message on Sunday, Singh said that he
had gone to meet DSP who assaulted him. When
he went to complain to SP, he in turn snatched
his mobile phone.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

policeman leveled allegations of physical assault
against his senior officials
on Sunday. In a video message,
he said that the superintendent
of police (SP) headquarters
Ramji Shrivastav and deputy
superintendent of police (DSP)
headquarters Manikamani
Kumawat first assaulted him and

A

then suspended him for no reason.
He has lodged a complaint at
Habibganj police station. The
constable said that he was beaten up badly and was unable to
walk even. The constable
Bhupendra Singh was suspended
on Wednesday on charges of
misconduct.In a video message
on Sunday, Singh said that he
had gone to meet DSP who

Chief Minister Singh
Chouhan is always ready to
honour and encourage sports
and sportspersons. The spectacular historic performance
of the women's hockey team
in the Tokyo Olympics 2020
won the hearts of the nation
and the world. As always,
Chouhan was also impressed
by the performance of the
players. When the Indian
women's hockey team
remained fourth in the Tokyo
Olympics despite a stellar
performance, Chouhan had
announced to honor them.
Scindia said that it has
always been a matter of pride
for the state that seven players, who were trained in the
Madhya Pradesh State
Women's Hockey Academy,
Gwalior in the 2016 Rio
Olympics, had left their mark
in the Indian hockey team on
the world stage. Five players
coached from Madhya
Pradesh State Women's
Hockey Academy also represented the country in the
2020 Tokyo Olympics. They
include Sushila Chanu,
Reena Khokar, Monica, Rajni
and Vandana Kataria.
Scindia informed that in
order to revive hockey in the
state, the Madhya Pradesh
government had established

assaulted him. When he went to
complain to SP, he in turn
snatched his mobile phone. He
also abused him and made him
wait for three hours outside his
cabin, said the suspended
cop.However, Shrivastav said that
Singh is facing charges of misconduct and was suspended on
Wednesday. He said allegations
of assault are baseless.

 The incident led to
protests by locals who
pointed out that the open
pit is a danger to their
lives. They also demanded
action against the company hired by the civic body
for the sewage plant.

Team Absolute |Katni
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wo children drowned today in a
water-filled pit dug for a sewage
plant in Madhya Pradesh's Katni
district, the police said. The two Krishna Bain (8) and Riya Bain (9) were cousins, they said.
"The children had stepped out of the
house in the morning to play. But
when they did not return home for

over two hours, the family members
began looking for them in the nearby
areas and found their footwear near
the open pit," the police told media
persons.
After that, the police were alerted.
The fire brigade and the local civic
body workers recovered the bodies
after searching for four hours.
According to the local residents, the
pit was 40 to 50 feet deep, the police
said. The bodies have been sent for an
autopsy, they said.
The incident led to protests by locals
who pointed out that the open pit is a
danger to their lives. They also
demanded action against the company
hired by the civic body for the sewage
plant. Investigation into the incident is
underway, the police said, adding that
no case has been registered against the
company so far.

the State Women's Hockey
Academy in Gwalior in the
year 2006 where selected
players of the country are
coached. This modern academy with world class all facilities has given international
platform to many players.
Members of the Indian
Women's Hockey team
include Sushri Rani Rampal
(Captain), Savita Punia, Deep
Grace Ekka, Nisha, Gurjit
Kaur, Salima Tete, Udita,
Monika, Nikki Pradhan,
Neha, P. Sushila Chanu,
Vandana Kataria, Navneet
Kaur, Navjot Kaur, Sharmila
Devi, Lalremsiami, E Rajni,
Reena Khokar and Namita
Toppo.
The Indian women's hockey team achieved a historic
feat by reaching the semifinals of the Olympics for the
first time. In the bronze
medal match, the Indian
team had to face a 3-4 defeat
to England by a very close
margin. Earlier, India had
entered the semi-finals by
defeating Olympic and world
champions Australia in the
quarter-finals. In this match,
India defeated Australia by 10. The performance of the
Indian women's hockey team
in league matches was commendable.
CM CONGRATULATES
HARDA DISTRICT FOR 100
PC FIRST DOSE OF
CORONA VACCINE

Bhopal: Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
extended best wishes and
congratulated citizens,
health workers and district
administration for 100 percent vaccination of the first
dose in Harda district.
Chouhan has said that
this achievement is the
result of everybody's contribution. Chief Minister
tweeted and said that to
achieve the target of the
second dose, everyone
should work with the same
dedication and enthusiasm.
Harda Collector Sanjay
Gupta on Sunday
announced 100 percent
Covid vaccination in Harda
district, at a programme in
the presence of Agriculture
Minister Kamal Patel at
Collectorate, Harda.

CM PAYS FLORAL TRIBUTES ON ANNIVERSARY
OF ISHWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan remembered and garlanded the portrait of eminent social reformer
and freedom fighter late Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar on his
anniversary. Ishwar Chandra Bandyopadhyay was awarded
the title of Vidyasagar in his student days because of his
scholarly knowledge of Sanskrit and philosophy. Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar was born on 26 September 1820 in Veer
Singh village of Medinipur district of Bengal. Ishwar
Chandra Vidya Sagar is called the patron of the Dalits and
the poor. Due to his efforts, the law for widow marriage was
passed in the year 1856. While he raised his voice to educate
daughters, he also opposed child marriage. Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar passed away on July 29, 1891.

MPT connecting the human mind with life's journey: Thakur
The journey of life passing through different dimensions of life connects the human mind with the divine. The
human mind completes its life cycle encompassing the journey from Lok to Parlok, from materialism to
spirituality, darkness to light and Atma to Parmatma.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
taken a unique initiative to connect these
various stages and dimensions of life's
journey with tourism. To give concrete shape to
this initiative, the Department of Tourism has
adopted an inter-departmental and multipronged approach. The Tourism department
has developed various stages and dimensions of
journey of life of the human beings by connecting them with religion, culture, spirituality and
health, so that religious, cultural and spiritual
upliftment of man is possible with comfortable
and accessible tourism.
In the journey of man from childhood to old
age, there are constant changes in his interests
and needs. Keeping this in mind, the Tourism
department has provided interesting activities
like cycling, kite flying and indoor games for
children, paragliding for youth, adventure activi-

C

ties like balloon safaris, wellness for elderly people and Ayurvedic Panchakarma facilities at
tourist spots. In this way, Madhya Pradesh
Tourism has been ranked third among the 'Best
Value Destinations' in the year 2020 by the
world's prestigious travel publication 'Lonely
Planet', as a result of innovations and policy
changes to conduct enough interesting, adventurous and recreational activities at tourist
places for every age group.
Religious, spiritual and cultural upgradation is
also necessary for the development of personality, along with enrichment of knowledge. The
Department of Tourism, in collaboration with
the Department of Culture and Spirituality, has
included various aspects of tourism for personality development, including innovations such
as Anubhuti tourism, Adventure tourism, Rural
tourism, Monsoon tourism, Religious tourism,
Wellness tourism and Rock art tourism providing interesting information and experiences that

will contribute to their personality development.
Tourism circuits are being developed by connecting other important tourist and historical
places near the major tourist places of the state.
While tourists will get an opportunity to get
acquainted with important historical buildings,
museum and local culture of the surrounding
areas along with tourism, local residents will
have sources for economic upliftment. This will
be a win-win situation for both, which will
ensure overall development of the region.
Villages in six major cultural areas of Madhya
Pradesh are being developed as heritage villages
under Rural Tourism programme. More than
1500 homestays will be developed in this.
Tourists will get an opportunity to get acquainted with the local culture, taste the local cuisine,
buy handicraft products near the tourist destination. This will also provide employment opportunities at the local level.

An action plan has been prepared by the
District Archaeology and Tourism Council in
Panna for 'Anubhuti Tourism' with the aim of
providing informative knowledge during
tourism to the citizens of the state. The state's
Art Diamond Museum will be established here.
Panna is the only district in the state from where
diamonds are obtained. Important information
related to diamonds will be provided to the
tourists in the museum.
With a view to promote camping and adventure tourism activities, special attention has
been given to youth in the state under
'Adventure Tourism'. Exciting activities like cycle
tours, water sports, camping, hot air balloon
safaris are being conducted for the youth at
selected tourist destinations. Along with this,
music concerts are also being organized for the
youth in Mandu Utsav, Khajuraho Dance
Festival and Jal Mahotsav.
The Tourism department is taking special

care of the safety of tourists and security at
tourist places in view of the current circumstances of Covid-19. Vaccination of all the officers, employees and staff working in tourism
hotels and tourist places of the state has been
ensured. The Covid-19 protocols and guidelines
issued by the central government and state government from time to time are being followed.
All tourist places are completely safe for tourists.
All options to choose tourist destinations are
available in Madhya Pradesh for tourists coming
from the country and abroad as per their interest at different stages of their life's journey. The
natural beauty and historical places of Madhya
Pradesh are not only ready to entice the tourists
but are also eager to welcome the local culture
and especially the soulful behavior of the people
of the state. One must visit Madhya Pradesh
once in life and enjoy the tourist places.
Welcome to Madhya Pradesh, the heart of the
country.
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Excellent Initiative for Green Planet
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ompanies from across sectors are working to support healthy and resilient
forests through the World Economic
Forum's 1t.org trillion tree platform.With the
launch of 1t.org's global pledge process this
September, over 20 companies have pledged to
conserve, restore and grow more than 2.5 billion trees in over 50 countries by 2030.The trillion trees goal does not replace net-zero emission programmes -- business and industries still
need to decarbonize to meet the climate targets.
1t.org was launched to support the growing
momentum around nature-based solutions, to
mobilize the global restoration community and
to empower anyone who wants to play a
part.The community shares best practices, promotes responsible forestry practices, and scales
solutions to have global impact.
The initial wave of companies making global
pledges to 1t.org include: Amazon, APRIL
Group, AstraZeneca, Brambles, Capgemini,
Clif Bar, Daterra Coffee, Eni, HP Inc., Iberdrola,
Mastercard, Nestle, PepsiCo, Salesforce, SAP,
Shell, Suzano, Teck Resources Ltd., tentree,
Travelers, Unilever, UPS, VMware, and Zurich
Insurance Group.Companies also work collaboratively through the 1t.org Corporate Alliance
to drive impact by committing to leadership,
action, integrity, transparency and
learning.The alliance allows companies to
jointly tackle common challenges and connects
companies with 1t.org's community of innovators, partners and regional chapters.Healthy
and resilient trees and forests are one part of the
efforts needed to combat climate
change.Studies have shown trees can reduce
urban heat island effects by up to 5 degrees
Celsius and energy costs by $7.8 billion a
year.Globally, sustainable management of
forests could create $230 billion in business
opportunities and 16 million jobs worldwide
by 2030.From a health perspective, trees absorb
17.4 million tonnes of air pollutants a year,
helping to prevent 670,000 cases of asthma and
other acute respiratory symptoms annually.

World Tourism Day:

INDIA PREPARES REOPENING TO
INTERNATIONAL TOURISTS !!
oday is World Tourism Day, and is celebrated with the aim of promoting
tourism around the world and raising
awareness about travelling. After being closed
to the world for over 18 months, the Indian
government has begun preparations to
reopen the border for international tourism in
the coming weeks. The pandemic has hit the
nation's tourism economy hard, and the border reopening will be an attempt to revive the
aviation, tourism, and hospitality sectors.
There are many countries where the economy
and employment are dependent on tourism.
For such countries, World Tourism Day is no
less than a festival. This is the first time in the
history of 41 years that the least number of
tourists have come to the tourist places.
Traveling to all the countries of the world is
an incomplete dream for all of us. In this
episode, a name is registered to India's
youngest world traveller Abid Farooqui of
Bhopal, who has been traveling the world for
the last several years. Significantly, Abid has
so far travelled to 220 cities in 105 countries,
in which his 4 passports have been filled. It is
not surprising that his name is included in the
youngest Indian world traveller, and he has
also been made a member of many worldwide and well-known tourist companies. He
says traveling is no less than a refreshing tonic
in terms of health. This not only makes you
physically fit, but also makes you mentally
strong and positivity is communicated in you.
Abid is a native of Bhopal, he lives in
Britain with his family. Due to his experience
of traveling to so many countries, he started
Air-Connectivity for Bhopal Development
(AFDB) so that his home town would also join
the race. The objective of this campaign is to
increase Bhopal's air-connectivity globally,
promote tourism and employment so that our
city can move ahead with the world at a rapid
pace.
About 10 million tourists come to India in a
year, up to 20% of them come in March-April;
33 to 34 thousand crore losses to the government are possible due to restrictions on visa.
Tourist arrivals for January-May 2021 are
down a further 65 percent from the same
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'UNESCO should expel Afghanistan,
Pakistan from its body'
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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NESCO should expel
not only Afghanistan
but also Pakistan from
its body. Neither should be
eligible for UNESCO aid. The
same holds true for China.
That all three are currently on
UNESCO's executive board is
a mockery, writes Michael
Rubin.
"Rather than protect cultural heritage, UNESCO's corruption has made it a catalyst
for destruction. In
Afghanistan, the world
should hold the Taliban
responsible," Rubin writes in
the Washington Examiner.
"In Afghanistan, the
Taliban seek systematically to
erase Afghanistan's cultural
heritage. They may do so at
the behest of Pakistani officials who fear Pashtun
nationalism and wish to erase
the legacy of various Afghan
dynasties as well as the depth
of its history. By eliminating
Afghan heritage, Pakistan can
also justify its own future land
grabs and mitigate its own

lack of self-confidence as a
nation," Rubin added. The
Taliban are not alone in seeking to erase history and any
remnants of past plurality.
Rubin said Palestinians at the
Temple Mount have deliberately ruined archaeological
sites and dumped ancient
artifacts in trash dumps.
"Beginning in 1949,
Communist China systematically destroyed more than
6,000 monasteries and much
of Tibet's cultural heritage.
They are now implementing
the same plan to erase
Uyghur heritage", he added.
China, too, seeks to rewrite
history and erase the diversity
of the lands they once conquered in pursuit of a Han
Chinese narrative that is
essentially supremacist, he
said. The Taliban took a bulldozer to a centuries-old fort
whose defenders once
wounded the 14th-century
warrior Timur, earning him
the nickname Timur the
Lame or, in its Anglicized
form, Tamerlane, he said.
While Special Envoy

Iceland votes in parliamentary election
Reykjavik|Agencies
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oters in Iceland have
cast their ballots in the
country's parliamentary polls, with healthcare
and climate change the
main topics of concern.
The results are expected
to be announced on Sunday
morning after voting closed
at 10 p.m. on Saturday, following which counting of
the ballots began, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Up to 50,000 people, or
just over 19 per cent of those
on the electoral roll, have
already voted, Icelandic
public broadcaster RUV
said.
According to a Gallup poll
on September 24, the three
governing parties, namely
the Independence Party, the
Progressive Party and the
Left-Green Movement,
could have a combined 50
percent of support with 35

Zalmay Khalilzad repeatedly
assured that the Taliban had
changed, the Taliban appears
to be the same group that, in
2001, destroyed the famous
6th-century Bamiyan
Buddhas that, until the
Taliban dynamited them,
were a UNESCO World
Heritage site. The United
Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural
Organization today symbolizes the problem more than
the solution, Rubin said. In
2005, Azerbaijan destroyed
the Julfa Graveyard and its
unique collection of centuries-old khachkars, despite
UNESCO's calls to cease its
destruction. Rather than punish Azerbaijan, UNESCO
rewarded Azerbaijani dictator
Ilham Aliyev by appointing
his wife Mehriban Aliyeva to
be a goodwill ambassador.
After such venality, it should
surprise no one that Aliyev
now erases Armenian heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh,
control over which
Armenians and Azeris still
dispute, Rubin added.

period in 2020, and there is substantial uncertainty on the nature and timing of a tourism
recovery. According to the World Tourism
Organization, international tourist arrivals
declined globally by 73 percent in 2020, with 1
billion fewer travellers compared to 2019, putting in jeopardy between 100 and 120 million
direct tourism jobs.
Tips for Tourist related to Covid
International Travel:
Double Dose Vaccine is mandatory
before travelling to abroad

Israeli PM to
meet Gulf
Ministers in NY
Tel Aviv: Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett
has announced that he
will hold his first meetings with senior Gulf
Ministers in New York.
On Saturday night,
Bennett left for the US to
address the UN General
Assembly on Monday,
his office said in a statement.
On Sunday, he is
expected to meet
Bahraini Foreign
Minister Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani and the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Minister of State
Khalifa Shaheen Almarar,
Xinhua news agency
quoted the statement as
saying.e will also meet
the UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio
Guterres.
The meetings come
amid Israeli efforts to
strengthen ties with Arab
countries. ahrain and the
UAE normalizsed ties
with Israel in 2020.

international

Seoul|Agencies

T

he South Korean Unification
Ministry on Sunday described the
remarks by Kim Yo-jong, North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un's sister,
about the possibility of holding "constructive" discussions on inter-Korean
issues as "meaningful".
A day earlier, Kim Yo-jong said the
North could declare a formal end to the
Korean War as suggested by the South
and even discuss holding an interKorean summit if Seoul treats
Pyongyang with "impartiality" and
mutual respect, reports Yonhap News
Agency.
The statement, carried by
Pyongyang's official Korean Central
News Agency, came a day after Kim said
South Korean President Moon Jae-in's
recent proposal to declare a formal end
to the 1950-53 Korean War is an
"admirable idea" and the North is willing to discuss improving inter-Korean
ties if Seoul ceases to be hostile toward
it. "Our assessment is that the statement
that the North can address one by one
various issues for improving interKorean ties through constructive discussions is meaningful," the Unification

Ministry said.
"Given that for such discussions, it is
important to have smooth and stable
communication between the two
Koreas, the inter-Korean communication lines should first be swiftly
restored," it added.
The Ministry also voiced expectations
for the two Koreas' authorities to resume
dialogue so they can discuss solutions to
pending issues while ensuring the situa-

Malay PM stresses importance of
peaceful coexistence, multilateralism

I

n his speech to the UN General
Assembly, Malaysian Prime Minister
Ismail Sabri Yaakob stressed the
importance of peaceful coexistence and
multilateralism.
Malaysia has always been a firm
believer in all efforts and initiatives that
promote peaceful coexistence between
nations, between different peoples, and
between different faiths and cultures,
Xinhua news agency quoted the Prime
Minister as saying.
"As a multi-cultural, multi-racial and
multi-religious country, Malaysia
strongly believes what we have been
practicing can also be applied to the
entire world."At the same time, Malaysia
is a strong proponent of multilateralism... Multilateralism and peaceful coexistence are mutually reinforcing, he said.
"We need to realise that as we
progress further, we should be far more
integrated and stronger as a family of

test
Passenger Locator form and online
web-check-in is required
A mandatory Covid PCR test on arrival
after reaching abroad
Avoid travelling with kids, it is not
advisable

Kim Jong-un's sister's
remarks meaningful: Seoul

Kuala Lumpur|Agencies

of 63 seats in parliament.
Nine parties are likely to
be represented.
Parliament in Iceland is
composed of 63 members
and elected every four years
unless dissolved sooner.
he non-EU country with a
population of around
370,000 held its last parliamentary election in 2017.
Katrin Jakobsdottir, leader
of the Left-Green
Movement, won that election to become prime minister and is seeking
re-election.

A mandatory 10 days home-quarantine
while travelling from India to abroad
Fit to Fly PCR Test and Certificate
The submission of a negative RT-PCR test
report can be done within 24 or 48 hours.
Arrival in India without a negative report
is allowed only for those traveling in the
exigency of death in the family.
Even vaccinated international arrivals need to
carry the negative RT-PCR

nations. "Respect and mutual understanding must be the backbone and
essence in our interactions and discourse. We believe that diversity can be
a powerful source of strength and
resilience. Thus, we need to take a deeper look at the many qualities that make
up our family of nations," he added.
It is no longer enough to just tolerate
differences. There is a need to learn to
celebrate and treat them with genuine
curiosity and meaningful respect. Amid
the global uncertainties, it is time to
work and strengthen efforts toward liv-

ing together in peace and harmony, said
the head of Malaysian government in a
pre-recorded message.
Malaysia also reaffirms its commitment toward global peace, security and
prosperity. The country strongly believes
that the UN membership must speak
with one voice on the need for an immediate cessation of hostilities in all corners of the world. This would allow governments and all stakeholders to focus
their attention on combating
humankind's deadliest enemy, he said.
"The (Covid-19) pandemic has shown
that we need to improve our resolve to
strengthen international cooperation
and multilateralism, and consider ourselves as a family of nations. At the same
time, the world family must be made a
more peaceful, prosperous, sustainable
and equitable one. We must close ranks
and enhance our unity and cohesion.
We must live in peaceful coexistence.
Only then will we have a chance to succeed," he said.

tion on the peninsula remains stable.
The South Korean presidential office
Cheong Wa Dae is yet to make a comment on Kim Yo-jong's remarks.
"We are cautiously reviewing the content of the statement," a presidential
official said.
"The government has maintained a
consistent position for the restoration
and development of inter-Korean relations."

ROMANIAN PM ELECTED
RULING PARTY HEAD
Bucharest:Romanian Prime
Minister Florin Citu was elected
as Chairman of the main ruling
National Liberal Party (PNL) at
the party congress.
On Saturday, Citu, 49, won
60.2 per cent of the votes in the
voting of nearly 5,000 delegates
from around the country, defeating incumbent Chairman and
Speaker of the Chamber of
Deputies Ludovic Orban who sought a new mandate,
reports Xinhua news agency.
"This vote honours and makes me responsible, I promise
you I will be the chairman of all Liberals, regardless of how
you voted," said Citu after winning the elections, adding that
"starting today, we're a united party".
On his part, Orban said: "My resignation as Speaker of the
Chamber of Deputies will be on Monday on the table of the
elected chairman, Florin Citu."On Sunday, the National
Council of the PNL will take place, with 2,000 delegates, to
choose other party leadership positions. However, the days
after the congress will not be easy for the party, as the cabinet led by Citu will have to face the censure motion initiated
by the USR PLUS, the junior party in the newly-split ruling
coalition, which requested the Prime minister's replacement
so as to keep the coalition in place.
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maharashtra
Cylone Gulab:

HEAVY RAIN ALERT
ACROSS MAHARASHTRA
Chandrapur is under red alert on Monday, indicating extremely heavy rainfall over the district. Mumbai, Thane,
Palghar and 17 other districts are likely to receive heavy rainfall, accompanied by gusty winds, thunderstorms and
lightning in the ghat area.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

U

nder the influence of the
cyclonic storm Gulab, which
is likely to make a landfall
between Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh coasts on Sunday evening,
all 36 districts of Maharashtra are
under heavy rain alert for Monday
and Tuesday.
Vidarbha, Marathwada and North
Madhya Maharashtra are likely to
get heavy to very heavy rainfall and
strong gusty winds from Sunday
evening and Monday and Tuesday
under the influence of the system.
Parts of Konkan region are likely to
receive heavy to very heavy rainfall
at isolated places along with thunderstorms, lightning and strong
gusty winds on September 27 and
28.
Cyclone Gulab is likely to move
nearly westwards and cross north
Andhra Pradesh, south Odisha
coasts between Kalingapatnam and
Gopalpur. It will travel at a maxi-

mum sustained wind speed of 75-85
kmph gusting to 95 kmph around
midnight on Sunday.
Cyclone Gulab will begin its landfall process around Sunday evening,
the India Meteorological
Department said in its latest bulletin. As per the forecast,
Chandrapur is under red alert on
Monday, indicating extremely heavy

rainfall over the district. For
Monday, Mumbai and neighbouring districts Thane, Palghar and 17
other districts are likely to receive
heavy rainfall, accompanied by
gusty winds, thunderstorms and
lightning in the ghat area.
For Monday, 11 districts- Raigad,
Ratnagiri, Pune, Satara, Nasik,
Parbhani, Latur, Hingoli, Nanded,

Yavatmal, Gadchiroli- are under
orange alert indicating heavy to very
heavy rain at isolated places and
thunderstorms in ghat areas.
As the cyclonic storm is projected
to move westwards after weakening
to a deep depression and depression over the next two days, the
intensity of rain is likely to increase
over the Konkan and Madhya
Maharashtra districts on Tuesday.
The IMD has forecast extremely
heavy rain at isolated places on
Tuesday in Palghar, Thane and
Raigad and are under red alert.
Mumbai along with Ratnagiri,
Nashik, Pune, Ahmednagar are
under orange alert on Tuesday,
indicating heavy to very heavy rain
at isolated places.
This is the third cyclone of 2021
after Tauktae and Yaas. Cyclone data
between 1990 and 2021 show that
only 14 cyclones developed during
September, with just three storms
between 2011 and 2021 (excluding
the Cyclone Gulab).

Bhopal, Monday, September 27, 2021

India needs 4-5 more
SBI sized banks: FM
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

ndia needs a lot more banks and a lot
more large sized ones to meet the growing
needs of the country needs in the path of
making a smart recovery post pandemic disruptions, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Sunday.
Speaking at 74th Annual General Meeting
of Indian Banks' Association at Mumbai,
Sitharaman said there was an urgent need to
scale up banking to meet the growing needs
of the industry and also to ensure that all economic centres of the country are covered with
at least one physical or digital banking presence.
"We need to scale up banking. The need is
for at least four-five more SBI sized banks,"
she said, while reminding that the amalgamation exercise among public sector banks have
helped in moving ahead with creation of large
banks. Having done two rounds of bank consolidation earlier, the Central government in
2019 decided to merge six disparate and weak
PSBs into four in one stroke.
Accordingly, Punjab National Bank (PNB)
took over Oriental Bank of Commerce and
United Bank of India; Allahabad Bank
became part of Indian Bank; Canara Bank
subsumed Syndicate Bank; and Andhra Bank
and Corporation Bank merged with Union
Bank of India. Earlier, State Bank of India
(SBI) with five of its associate banks while
Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank were merged
with Bank of Baroda.
Sitharaman lauded the efforts of the PSBs
to see through that the amalgamation of
banks during the pandemic period was completed without any inconvenience to customers. She said that that in the post pandemic world, hanks would need to change their

mindset and the way they conduct their businesses.
Digitisation, the Finance Minister said has
changed a lot of how businesses are done and
banks will now need to think futuristically and
keep pace with evolving technology.
Sitharaman also asked the IBA to conduct a
digitised mapping of each district of the country with regard to presence of bank branch
operation and their location. This, she said,
would help to plug areas of gaps with no
banking presence effectively.
"Not necessary to have physical banking
presence everywhere. The country's optic
fibre network has covered two-third of about
7.5 lakh panchayats. This could be used to
deliver banking services in unconnected
areas as well," the Finance Minister said.
She also asked banks to develop models
and better understanding of businesses
focused on exports as country has set a $2 trillion export target by 2030.
With regard funding for the infra sector, she
said that a government sector development
financial institution (DFI) is coming up soon.
Sitharaman said that Indian economy is at
a critical stage of a reset and banks would
form the backbone for it by providing best of
the financial services.

Minor girl abducted, Lok Adalat settles 8.48 lakh disputes in a day, transgenders made panelists for first time
rescued, one held S
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Thane

A

13-year-old girl
was abducted and
molested by a 21year-old man who took
her to a village in
Bhiwandi tehsil of Thane
distrcit, police said on
Sunday,
adding the accused
was arrested and the girl
rescued.
The girl was abducted
from Vishnu Nagar in
Dombivali, also in
Thane district, on
September 20, following
which a case was registered under various sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, a
police release said.

Police traced the
accused, Akshay Patil, to
Kahler village in
Bhiwandi. He was
arrested in Thane. The
girl was rescued from
the village on September
23 and handed over to
her parents.
Recently, a 15-yearold girl, also from
Dombivli, was raped by
33 men over the last
eight months.
Police have so far
arrested 29 men and
detained two minors
while two others are still
on run, an official said,
adding police seized the
autorickshaw which was
used by the accused to
transport the victim
from one place to
another.

etting a new benchmark for the state, a a national Lok
Adalat held on Saturday settled almost 8.5 lakh cases with
a settlement amount totalling over 1,317 crore.
And, the first time, said the organisers, transgenders were
made part of the panel in Mumbai. Besides, law professors
and students were roped in too and they played a major
role.
Among the lakhs of cases that saw closure, was a dispute
that spanned over half a century. In Buldhana, a property dispute raging on for 53 years ended in a day, as did a fiveyearold dispute between a daughter-in-law who appeared physically and octogenarian parents-in-law who appeared via video
conferencing in a hybrid hearing in Mumbai, along with over
1.57 lakh cases involving a settlement over more than Rs 335
crores, said Hitendra Wani, secretary Mumbai District Legal
Services Authority.
He added that "to change the society's attitude towards
transgenders, for the first time in the Lok Adalat history, three
transgenders Salma Khan, Priya Patil and Anita Wadikar were
made panel members at the session held at the Mumbai city
civil and sessions court." The trio hoped the initiative would
spark a change. It was the second national Lok Adalat this year
held in Maharashtra on August 25. Over 32.3 lakh pre-litigation cases and almost 4 lakh pending cases aggregating to
36,32,270 cases were taken up. Of these, 8.48 lakh cases which
include 7,20,658 pre-litigation cases and 63,420 pending cases
were settled. A three-day special drive prior to the day of Lok
Adalat was also undertaken wherein 64,219 pending cases

Quota row:

Maharashtra BJP calls for deferment
of local body by-elections
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he State BJP on Saturday
demanded to defer the
October 5 by-elections of
Zilla Parishad and Panchayat
Samiti after the Maharashtra State
Election Commission refused to
adhere to the amendment introduced in the Act limiting reservation to 50% in rural local bodies.
Party leader Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said that the State government should immediately
approach the Supreme Court to
ensure elections are conducted as
per the amendments. The State

government has been constantly
misleading the OBCs and has no
intention whatsoever to give political reservation to OBCs," he said.
"The amendments should have
been cleared before the commission announced the poll programme," he said.
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari on Thursday
signed the amended ordinance by
the State Cabinet as per which 27%
reservation for OBCs will be
extended in Zilla Parishads and
Panchayat Samitis by maintaining
the 50% upper limit of reservation.
The move was necessitated after

the apex court scrapped political
reservation of OBCs in local body
polls, citing it was breaching the
50% limit.
The State Election Commission
has called for byelections for seats
which fell vacant in Zilla Parishad
and Panchayat Samiti after the
court verdict.
Earlier, all parties had agreed
against conducting polls until
reservation is restored. However,
the Supreme Court directed that
the poll commission is the final
authority to decide on the same
after which bypolls were
announced.

were disposed off.
At the family court Lok Adalat at the Mumbai Family Court
in Bandra, 44 cases were settled amicably and eight families
about to be separated were reconciled out of 419 cases, on
Saturday. Elsewhere in Yavatmal, a husband and wife too were
reunited after a 14-year-long dispute.
The virtual mode bridged distances and aided parties sitting
thousands of miles away in getting a closure to 25-year-old
cases too. One vehicle theft case of 1996 was compounded by
complainant through virtual mode from America. He consented to compound (settle) the case in an online settlement.
Maharashtra State Legal Services Authority (MSLSA) conducted the Lok Adalat guided by Chief Justice Dipankar Datta as
the Patron in Chief of MSLSA and Justice Amjad Sayed,
Executive Chairman of MSLSA, under the aegis of National

5 DEAD IN ROAD
ACCIDENT IN
NASHIK
Nashik: The incident
took place late Saturday
night, a Lasalgaon police
station official said.Five
people were killed in a collision between an autorickshaw and a truck on
Lasalgaon-Vinchur road in
Nashik's Niphad taluka,
police said on Sunday.
The incident took place
late Saturday night, a
Lasalgaon police station
official said."The autorickshaw was on its way to
Vinchur from Lasalgaon
when a speeding truck hit
it. The dead include the
driver of the autorickshaw,
three men in the 60-65 age
group and a 40-year-old
man. The driver of the
truck, identified as Sunil
Sonawane, has been arrested," the official informed.

Legal Services Authority (NALSA). "The best takeaway of this
Lok Adalat was the disposal of 4,83,057 traffic e-challan cases.
Through the Lok Adalat organized by MSLSA, a sizeable
amount of Rs 22.7 crore was raised by the Traffic Police
department of the state government," said Milind Todkar,
deputy Secretary, MSLSA and Dinesh Surana, Member
Secretary MSLSA.All notices in such cases were sent by virtual
mode only. "It would also help in regularizing the registration
of already transferred vehicles,'' he said. To ensure the comprehensive outcome in Motor Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT), matrimonial, cheque bounce cases and other civil
cases, Justice Sayed had stressed on holding Pre Lok Adalat
sittings. Such hearings enabled warring parties to enter into a
dialogue for a settlement and provided more time which
helped in a larger number of disputes being settled, said
MSLSA. The Lok-Adalat held amid the Covid-19 pandemic,
resorted to the digital platforms to prevent overcrowding.
Online service facilitator, SAMA was used in few districts to
help settle both pending and pre-litigation disputes, amicably.
An award or a decision in a Lok Adalat has sanctity under
the Legal Services Authorities Act,1987, as a deemed decree of
a civil court, which paves the way to close a dispute with a
binding effect on all parties. The parties cannot appeal against
the decision before any court of law.
The parties, in fact, benefit from a refund of court fees paid
to the institute by the litigation.
There were three High Court Legal Services
SubCommittees, 34 District Legal Services Authorities (DLSAs)
and 309 Taluka Legal Services Committees, participating in the

Maharashtra DGP sends proposal to suspend
Param Bir Singh; Home Dept seeks more details
At least four FIRs of `extortion'
have been registered against
Singh, a former Mumbai police
commissioner.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Director General of Police
Sanjay Pandey recently sent a proposal to suspend IPS officer Param
Bir Singh and other police officials named in
alleged extortion cases, but the state Home
Department sought more details, sources said
on Saturday.
At least four FIRs of `extortion' have been
registered against Singh, a former Mumbai
police commissioner, in Mumbai and neighbouring Thane. The Home Department
returned the DGP's proposal asking for more
specific information about the role of the each
accused official in these cases, government
sources said.Besides Singh, officials of ranks
of deputy commissioner of police (DCP) and

assistant commissioner of police (ACP) have
been named as accused in the FIRs. Singh
was transferred from the post of Mumbai
police commissioner in March 2021 after city
police officer Sachin Waze was arrested by the
NIA in the case of explosives-laden SUV
found near industrialist Mukesh Ambani's
south Mumbai house `Antilia.'After his transfer to Home Guard, the IPS officer accused
then state home minister Anil Deshmukh of
asking police officers to collect bribes from
hotel and bar owners, an allegation the latter
denied. But Deshmukh stepped down from
his post subsequently as CBI registered a case
against him.

Panju island to become Maharashtra's new holiday destination
The Centre has shortlisted an island on Vasai
creek for an Rs 80 crore eco-friendly, tourism
development plan; project could provide
employment to locals, who at present struggle
to keep afloat
Team Absolute|Mumbai

N

estled between Naigaon and Bhayandar is an unexplored 600-acre land, which has caught the attention
of the Central government. Panju island on Vasai
creek is among the 26 islands in India-the only one in
Maharashtra-that will be turned into tourist hotspots. NITI
Aayog, the public policy think-tank of the Government of
India, has already been instructed to begin the process of
planning its holistic development.
The island has a population of 1,500 people, and is barely
10 km from Vasai city. It can be reached by ferry boats from
Naigaon jetty in seven minutes, said Ashish Bhoir, the

sarpanch of Panju island.
A senior government officer in
the Prime Minister's Office told
mid-day that the Centre had constituted the Islands Development
Agency (IDA) in June 2017 and "26
were listed for the holistic development". "Panju is one among
them. The rest are located in
Andaman & Nicobar and
Lakshadweep," said Avinash
Mishra, advisor at NITI Aayog.
Over the last few months, teams
of architects, engineers and
tourism experts have been visiting Panju to prepare a master
plan for the island's development, said Bhoir.
According to Vinod Salve, statistical assistant of Palghar
district's Planning Committee, the island will undergo complete transformation. "The master plan has been created to
develop a tourism circuit, which can be integrated with
island tourism. The USP of the island will be the Central

Amenity Centre, which
will be made in the shape
of a fish and entirely out of
eco-friendly bamboo,"
said Salve.
There are also plans to
build a large bamboo,
ground plus-one structure,
which will be home to a
museum, aquarium,
amphitheater, multi-cuisine restaurant and other
tourist facilities, like washroom, waiting lounge, etc.
"It will be known as the Panju Peninsula, and will be spread
across 1,260 sqm," said another officer from the planning
commission."The intricate bamboo structure will be illuminated by LED and eco-friendly bulbs to make it attractive in
the night. It will also be visible from the train," said the officer, adding that the amphitheatre will accommodate around
200 people and will be utilised for various events like folk

dance performances and music concerts.
A detailed plan has also been proposed for solid waste
management (SWM) to keep the island plastic and pollution
free. "Each process of SWM, including waste collection, segregation, storage, transportation, processing and final disposal will be strictly followed to keep the area clean. Plastic
bottle crushers will also be installed at various locations,"
said an officer attached to the Collector's office in Palghar
district.
An arrangement for night camping for families or groups
will also be made on the island, where visitors can enjoy
campfire, and barbeque.
The investment for the holistic development of the island
is currently pegged at Rs 80 crore, which will be funded
through various schemes of government for tourism and
rural development. Majority of the funds will be dispensed
by the central government and partly by the state.
The islanders are elated with the new development plan,
as they feel it will create job opportunities for them. "Despite
being close to Mumbai and Thane, this island is unexplored.
This place has rich historical value.
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Camila Cabello
welcomes
Shawn
Mendes to
Global Citizen
Fest with PDA
on stage

Los Angeles | Agencies

A

ctress Priyanka Chopra Jonas took
the internet by storm on Saturday
when she hosted the Global Citizen
Live concert in Paris. Her dress, with
an Earth theme got a fantastic
response from fans, which made her trend on
Twitter.Priyanka wore a beautiful ensemble by
designer Prabal Gurung as she hosted the concert on Saturday, which will be streaming live
for 24 hours from different parts of the world.
Not only did Twitter users point out her
beautiful dress, but also the fact that she made
India proud by hosting the global concert in
Paris.Meanwhile, the actress gave fans a
glimpse into her trip on social media. She
uploaded a picture with the popular Eiffel
Tower in the backdrop and captioned in on
Instagram as: "An Evening in Paris".

PRIYANKA
CHOPRA'S
GLOBAL VE
CITIZEN LI ES
LOOK MAKD
HER TREN

New York | Agencies

C

amila Cabello and Shawn
Mendes shared the stage
with some PDA at this year's
Global Citizen Festival, reports
Billboard.com.
In front of a screaming New
York City crowd on Saturday,

Cabello joked about "introducing
this next person in a formal way"
before bringing boyfriend Mendes
out. "That's kinda weird 'cause we
kinda know each other pretty well,
and I think you guys know we
know each other pretty well," she
quipped.
The couple, dressed in coordi-

nating colours (royal purple, blue,
and orange on Cabello, and a
rusty orange on Mendes) delivered their familiar duet 'Senorita'
effortlessly as part of the star-studded fest that kicked off on
Saturday with performances
across several continents. The
New York part of the event took

place at Central Park.
They started and ended the
song kissing, as the crowd cheered
on.
Cabello's Global Citizen Live set
also included favourites 'Havana'
and 'Never Be the Same', new single 'Don't Go Yet' and a shortened
cover of 'Empire State of Mind'.

I do have sex everyday:

Lottie Moss
Los Angeles | Agencies

L

ottie Moss has spoken about her relationship with The
Vamps' Tristan Evans for the first time - and claimed she
has sex every morning.
The 23-year-old model, who is the half sister of Kate Moss,
spoke about how she is sex-positive, and doesn't shy away from
baring all on social media.
'I do OnlyFans and I feel like it's always been stigmatised as
dirty and -disgusting, but sex is great. Sex should be fun and
light and a good conversation topic. Everyone has sex, so why
should it be shameful?' she told The Sun.'It's something
everyone does in the morning. When they wake up, everyone brushes their teeth and everyone has sex. Not at the
same time... well, maybe. It depends on the position! I'm
very sex-positive.'
Last year she admitted to being pansexual - and said
that anyone who isn't on board with that gets shown the
door.'The people I date are very accepting of my choices,
and if not, the door is that way!'

CLOONEY-BRAD PITT-JON WATTS
PROJECT SPARKS HEATED BID
AMONG STUDIOS, STREAMERS
Los Angeles | Agencies

M

ultiple film studios and streaming portals have come out swinging for a pie of
what is sure to be a hot thriller project
featuring the 'Ocean's 11' team of George
Clooney and Brad Pitt, that will be written,
directed, and produced by 'Spider-Man:

Homecoming' director Jon
Watts.According to the Hollywood Reporter, the
package has drawn interest from a cavalcade of
would-be buyers, including Lionsgate, Apple,
Sony, Netflix, Universal, Amazon, Annapurna
and Warner Bros., reports variety.com.Plot
details are still under wraps. According to
reports, the film will focus on two fixers who get

the same gig with Clooney and Pitt sliding into
the lead roles. Their production labels,
Clooney's Smokehouse Pictures and Pitt's Plan
B Entertainment, will produce the picture.In
addition to their work in the 'Ocean's 11' franchise, both Pitt and Clooney had re-teamed for
the Coen brothers' 'Burn After Reading'.

'The Starling': A serious premise manipulatively narrated
FILM
REVIEW
BY TROY RIBEIRO

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

New York | Agencies

(Streaming on Netflix)

'B

Direction: Theodore Melfi
Cast: Melissa McCarthy, Chris
O'Dowd, Kevin Kline, Kim Quinn,
Timothy Olyphant, Skyler Gisondo,
Daveed Diggs, Laura Harrier,
Rosalind Chao and Loretta Devine.
Duration: 104 minutes
Ratings: *** (three stars)

I

magine this scenario at a psychiatric
hospital: The wife of a patient seated
in the reception is denied visiting
rights by her husband. She laments,
"I've been scratched off the guest list in
a mental hospital by my own husband."
What does this conjure up in your
mind? Imagine the pain and agony the
wife is enduring. What is she supposed
to do? Leave and go home. She has
been advised, "At least quitting is an
active choice."
But quitting is the last thing on Lilly's
(Melissa McCarthy) mind. She's a
grieving mother who lost her daughter
Katie nearly a year ago and has never
felt more distant from her withdrawn
husband Jack (Chris O'Dowd). When
Jack is asked, "Is it your intention to
punish her?", he simply states, "No, no,
it is only my intention to punish
myself."Coping alone in her house,
Lilly attempts to self-help by gardening.
Her time outdoors brings her into frequently aggressive contact with the
feisty starling a territorial bird who is
nesting on her property. The bird's turf
wars with Lilly are a running source of

'Bridgerton' Season 2
first look introduces new
character Kate Sharma

somewhat repetitive slapstick. Lilly
tries various methods to get rid of the
bird, till one fine day she hits it with a
rock and filled with remorse she rushes
it to Larry (Kevin Kline) a vet-cumtherapist who attends to the bird.
Funny as it might sound, we are
given to realise that most of our actions
are usually about ourselves and we
don't let things be as it is. It is only,
when Larry gives a pep talk to Lilly that
we realise how the petite titular bird, is
used as an analogy.
He tells her, "Starlings are different
than other birds. When they mate, they
build a nest together and they protect
the nest, together. They are just not
meant to exist in the world alone, on
their own." This subtly making Lilly
aware of her situation.
While Melissa McCarthy, Chris
O'Dowd, and Kevin Kline deliver good
performances, their characters follow a
course so obvious and trite that it pre-

vents any real emotional connection to
them or the story's serious premise.
Daveed Diggs as a hospital attendant
and Timothy Olyphant as Lilly's
unsympathetic boss, are wasted in
insignificant roles.
Cinematographer Lawrence Sher's
wide-angle frames aesthetically capture
the locales and the mood of the narrative. His frames are bright and cheerful,
and they effortlessly merge with the
computer-generated images. It is a treat
to see the starling as it bobs, weaves,
and soars across town or Lilly's farm
with gay abandon.
The visuals, along with Benjamin
Wallisch's soaring background score,
and the two songs by Brandi Carlile, are
seamlessly layered by Editor Matt
Friedman.
Overall, Director Theodore Melfi's
oeuvre is simple, minimalistic and at
the same time appears manipulative,
especially when he uses the analogy.

ridgerton' fans may not have Regé-Jean Page (aka
Simon, the Duke of Hastings) to drool over, but Netflix
is promising that they'll be swept off their feet in
Season 2, this time, by a romance between Anthony
Bridgerton (Jonathan Bailey) and Kate Sharma (Simone
Ashley), reports Variety.com.
The 'Sex Education' star and Bailey promised during a
Tudum panel that, in spite of all of the arguments you'll see
on-screen between the pair, they certainly aren't lacking in
passion.
On Saturday, an exclusive first-look of 'Bridgerton' Season 2
was released. The Shondaland-produced Regency-era drama
is based on Julia Quinn's novels.
As a newcomer, Ashley complimented the vibe on the set,
stressing
that the
cast and
crew are
"a bunch
of genuinely
kind and
lovely
down to
earth people."
The
new
episodes
will introduce the
fanfavourite
character,
Kate
Sharma.
Each book
in the
Quinn
novels
(and subsequently, each season) is dedicated to each sibling's
love story, as they navigate the marriage scene in search of
romance and adventure in nineteenth-century London.

Olivia Rodrigo
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IPL Maxwell's all-round show, Patel's
2021 hat-trick power RCB to 54-run win
Brief scores

Dubai | Agencies

Royal Challengers Bangalore 165/6
in 20 overs (Glenn Maxwell 56,
Virat Kohli 51, Jasprit Bumrah 3/36,
Trent Boult 1/17) beat Mumbai
Indians 111 all out in 18.1 overs
(Rohit Sharma 43, Quinton de Kock
24, Harshal Patel 4/17, Yuzvendra
Chahal 3/11) by 54 runs.

A

n all-round show by Glenn
Maxwell and a brilliant hattrick by Harshal Patel helped
Royal Challengers Bangalore
register an emphatic win
over Mumbai Indian in the 39th match
of the IPL 2021 here on Sunday.
Maxwell finished his spell with
impressive figures of 2/23 after hitting
an entertaining 56 off 27 at Dubai
International Stadium. He was equally
supported by seamer Patel who bagged
four wickets in total. Meanwhile,
Yuzvendra Chahal also shone as the
spinner scalped three wickets.
With the huge 54-run win, RCB has
now reached the third position on the
IPL points tally with 12 points in 10
matches. Whereas, Mumbai dropped to
seventh with 8 points.
Patel removed Hardik Pandya (3),
Kieron Pollard (7) and Rahul Chahar
(0) in the 17th over to claim first hattrick of the IPL 2021.
In the chase of 166, MI were given an
electric start by openers Rohit Sharma
and Quinton de Kock, as the duo
brought up their 50-run stand in quick
time to take the side to 56/0 at the end
of the Powerplay.
Kohli then brought Chahal in seventh over and he didn't disappoint his
captain. Chahal removed de Kock in his
fourth ball to break the partnership and
gave away just two runs in that
over.Ishan Kishan joined with Sharma
and the duo kept rotating the strikes,
frustrating the opposition. However,
luck was not in favour of MI captain as
a shot from Kishan's bat hit Sharma's
hand and the match was stopped for
some time. Sharma was wincing in
pain. The ball was actually coming
straight towards Sharma's face so he got
his glove in the way to try and prevent
that
And when the game resumed,
Sharma immediately got out as Glenn
Maxwell did the trick for RCB. In the
next over Chahal then removed Kishan

cheaply, leaving MI 82/3 after eleven
overs. From there on, RCB dominated
the match.
Maxwell dismissed Krunal Pandya to
scalp his second wicket of the day. The
Mumbai batters were clueless as if they
were batting for the first time. Even
Sharma looked frustrated, in the
dugout, with his teammates' meek surrender. Hard-hitters Hardik Pandya and
Keiron Pollard also disappointed with
the bat. Mumbai bundled out for 111 in
18.1 overs.Earlier, Kohli scored 51,
while Maxwell smashed 56 to propel
RCB to their total. For Mumbai,
Bumrah bagged 3/36 while Rahul
Chahar, Boult, and Adam Milne
claimed a wicket each.
Virat and Maxwell were a treat to
watch on Sunday night. They thrashed
Mumbai bowlers all over the ground.
The Powerplay of the first innings was
very eventful. Kohli got an early lifeline
on the second ball courtesy of a Rahul
Chahar dropped catch. He flicked Trent
Boult off his pads to the long leg
boundary. Chahar leapt high to grab it
but all in vain as he tipped it over the
rope.However, in the very second over,
Jasprit Bumrah did his magic and dismissed in-form batsman Devdutt
Paddikal for a duck. Coming from over
the wicket, he got the ball to angle away
sharply and Paddikal's nervous poke at
it cost him as he nicked it to wicket-

keeper Quinton de Kock.
Srikar Bharat then joined the skipper.
Kohli then took the attack to the opposition with a flurry of boundaries and in
process he became the first Indian to
cross 10,000 runs in T20 cricket.
Overall, he's the fifth batter.Milne was
brought in after the fourth over. And he
received a warm welcome from Kohli.
First, the Indian skipper drove him
through extra cover for four. Next ball,
he stayed put in his crease and
smacked the overpitched delivery over
the long-on boundary
Bharat, too, joined the party as he
pulled a little fuller one from Rahul
Chahar for the maximum to help RCB
cross the 50-run mark in seven overs.
When both the batsmen were tormenting the Mumbai bowlers, Rahul Chahar
got the much-needed breakthrough for
the Men-in-Blue. Bharat went for a slog
over long-on but failed to generate
enough power on it and Suryakumar
Yadav took a fine catch near the boundary.Then came Glenn Maxwell. The duo
continued the onslaught as RCB
crossed the 100-run mark in the 13th
over. However, Kohli's superb innings
came to an end in the 16th over. A short
of a length from Adam Milne and Kohli
charged down the track in a bid to pull
him. He rushed into the shot and
ended up top-edging it. Anukul, the
substitute fielder, took the
catch.Maxwell's masterclass ended on
56 with a low full-toss from Bumrah.
The Mumbai pacer struck again and got
AB Devilliers out. That proved a great
over for Mumbai Indians to make a
comeback in the match.

IPL 2021:

Jadeja turns it around as CSK
beat KKR in last over thriller
Abu Dhabi | Agencies

I

ndia finished the ODI leg of the
multi-format series on a high with a
brilliant two-wicket win -- fashioned by a collective team effort -which ended Australia's unbeaten ODI
streak of 26 matches on Sunday.
However, Australia won the ODI series
2-1, with the multi-format series'
scoreline reading 4-2.
The third and final ODI in Mackay
went down to the wire but this time
India held their nerves as they sealed a
thrilling two-wicket win with just three
balls to spare. Tall India pacer Jhulan
Goswami hit the winning runs, lofting
it straight for a four.
Chasing a target of 265, India
showed poise and power in their
response, with the opening pair of
Shafali Verma and Smriti Mandhana
putting on 59 for the first wicket.
Negotiating the new-ball partnership
of Perry and McGrath, Mandhana fell
to the off-spin of Gardner for 22 (25),
with Annabel Sutherland taking a
catch running back from mid-off.

Young Yastika Bhatia continued her
fine start to international cricket, ticking things along with Verma, bringing
up a 100-run stand in just 19 overs.At
160/1 after 29 overs and needing just
105, India looked in prime position,
before a double blow swung the pendulum back once again. Verma fell to
the left-arm orthodox spin of Sophie
Molineux for 56, while wicketkeeper
Richa Ghosh was dismissed an over
later, with Sutherland taking her first

Daruvala finishes third in
F2 Feature Race at Sochi
Sochi | Agencies

O

vertaken by two drivers soon after the start,
India's Jehan Daruvala
rode his luck to finish third in
the Formula 2 race Feature
Race at the Russian Grand
Prix at Sochi Autodrom on
Sunday.
Daruvala had qualified
second but it looked like he
may miss on a podium place
on Sunday as he was overtaken by Theo Pourchaire and
Ralph Boschung in the first
lap before gaining a place
back in lap 22.
Oscar Piastri took his second consecutive Feature
Race win and extended his
lead in the Drivers' standings
with a commanding drive,
crossing the line ahead of
Pourchaire and Daruvala.
Starting from pole position, Piastri retained his position at the head of the field at
the start of the race, while
Pourchaire moved ahead of
Daruvala for second place at
Turn 2. A fast-starting
Boschung progressed into
the top three, while championship-contending Guanyu
Zhou slipped from fourth to
eighth. Piastri and Pourchaire
slowly pulled away from the
rest of the pack throughout

the 28 laps, with Pourchaire
briefly moving ahead of
Piastri when he pitted one
lap later than the PREMA
driver. However, with his hot
tyres, Piastri regained the net
lead, which he did not concede for the remainder of the
event.
Daruvala kept his nerves
and maintained pressure on
Boschung, who held on to
the third spot before things
changed in lap 22. In the
Turn 13 braking zone on lap
22, Boschung had a sizeable
lock-up and ran deep into the
corner, allowing Daruvala to
sweep through to take his
fourth podium of the 2021
season. Shwartzman also
passed Boschung with relative ease after the Campos
Racing driver's error, as
Ticktum, Zhou and Lawson
closed in from behind.
Boschung's race was soon
run, as his lock-up proved to
be too much for the front left
tyre. He suffered a puncture
on the run into Turn 2 and
was left with no choice but to
park his car trackside and
retire.Shwartzman couldn't
close in on Daruvala in time
to challenge for a podium
position and settled for
fourth, ahead of Ticktum and
Zhou.

wicket.
Bhatia continued her press with
captain Mithali Raj, with only a piece
of inspired fielder ending her stay at
the crease. Top-edging a short ball,
Bhatia became Stella Campbell's first
victim in international cricket, only
after a diving catch from substitute
fielder Molly Strano. Sutherland doubled her tally by rattling Vastrakar's (3)
stumps, leaving Mithali and No.7
Deepti Sharma needing a run a ball

Brief scores

R

avindra Jadeja blasted 22 runs off
eight deliveries as Chennai Super
Kings survived some nervous
moments in the final over to crawl over
the line for a dramatic two-wicket win
against Kolkata Knight Riders in a nailbiting IPL 2021 encounter at the Sheikh
Zayed Cricket Stadium here on Sunday.
It was the second of the weekend's
afternoon matches in the UAE leg but
instead of a Twenty20 game, it turned
out to a Three3 contest as all the drama
happened in the final three overs of both
the innings. In the end, CSK survived
twists and turns and some heart-stopping moments to emerge victories on
the match, reaching 172/8 in response
to KKR's 171/6.
KKR won the toss and elected to bat
and crossed 170 in their 20 overs,
propped up by some lusty late-order hitting by Nitish Rana (37 not out) and
Dinesh Karthik (26 runs off 11 balls)
who blasted 44 runs off the last three
overs as Kolkata recovered from 127/5 to
reach what looked like a defendable
total.
It looked like KKR skipper Eoin
Morgan's assessment that the pitch
would play slower and make batting
more difficult in the evening was way off
the mark as CSK were cruising towards
victory at 132/3 at the end of 16th over
after openers Ruturaj Gaikwad (40) and
Faf du Plessis (43) had raised 74 for the
first wicket partnership.
KKR recovered from the early
onslaught by Chennai batsmen to send
back Moeen Ali (32), Suresh Raina (11)
and MS Dhoni (1) in quick succession
and dragged the match to 26 needed
from the last 12 balls.
ith Andre Russell in the dugout with
an injury, Morgan chose Prasidh
Krishna to bowl the 19th over and Jadeja
waded into the medium pacer, carting
22 of six deliveries. After he and Sam
Curran took a single apiece of the first

India finish ODI series on a high, snatch 2-wicket win vs Australia
Mackay| Agencies
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from the last 10 overs. Sutherland
struck once again, in her next over,
snaring the India skipper, who was
bowled for 16.Rana got a lifeline when
she was dropped by Nicola Carey on
11 on the last ball of the 44th over. The
equation came down to India requiring 33 runs from the last five overs,
with four wickets in hand.The luck was
on Rana's side as she got another life
in the next over. Once again it was
Carey, who completed a caught and
bowled dismissal, but the delivery was
called a no-ball as Carey had overstepped.McGrath broke the 33-run
seventh-wicket stand by snaring
Deepti's wicket for 31. Riding on a
lucky run, the onus was on Rana to
take her side across the line but she
eventually became Carey's victim in
the penultimate over. Goswami and
Meghna Singh made sure there
weren't any more hiccups, as they
guided India to a memorable win, that
will help boost their confidence for
next year's ICC Women's Cricket
World Cup in New Zealand.

Kolkata
Knight
Riders 171/6 in 20
overs
(Rahul
Tripathi 45, Nitish
Rana 37 not out,
Dinesh Karthik 26;
Shardul Thakur
2/20,
Josh
Hazlewood 2/20)
lost to Chennai
Super Kings 172/8
in 20 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 40, Faf du
Plessis 43, Moeen
Ali 32, Ravindra
Jadeja 22; Sunil
Narine 3/41).

two balls of the over, Jadeja swung a
short one from Krishna over the long-leg
fence for a big six. The left-hander lofted
the the next delivery over long-on and
struck two superb boundaries in the last
two balls of the over to make it four
needed of the final over.
But Curran (4) was out of the first ball
of the final over bowled by Sunil Narine,
caught at long-off as he tried to finish
the game. Shardul Thakur trickled the
third ball behind the keeper to collect
three runs and levelled the scores. But
there was more drama in store as Jadeja
got out lbw off the fifth delivery to leave
the match tantalisingly poised on the
verge of a super over -- one run requited
off the last ball. Deepak Chahar scored
the required run, hitting over the crowded in-field to seal the two-wicket victory
for Chennai Super Kings and took them
to the top of the table again.
Earlier, KKR got off to a bad start, consolidated their inning in the first 10
overs, lost some momentum between
overs 14-16, and then finished with a
flourish as they kept alive their hopes of
using the slow track to their benefit.
Electing to bat, KKR lost opener
Shubman Gill with only 10 runs on the
board. The former under-19 star went

for a non-existent single and was caught
short by a direct throw from Ambati
Rayudu.
Though KKR recovered from that
blow and kept a good run rate as they
reached 50 in five overs, they lost a few
wickets at inopportune moments after
that and landed in a situation where it
looked that they may not be able to
cross the 150-mark.
Iyer, who was going nicely on the slow
wicket, scoring through smart jabs and
prods and scoops behind, had a rush of
blood and slashed at a wide one from
Shardul Thakur, the faint edge pouched
smartly by Dhoni.
Faf du Plessis pulled off a brilliant
catch at the boundary rope to end
Morgan's brief stay at the crease and
when Rahul Tripathi, who held one end
up and also kept the scoring rate going
by hitting four boundaries and one six,
was bowled three short of his half-century attempting to reverse sweep Jadeja,
KKR were down to 89/4 in the 13th over.
Rana took charge after that and found
a good partner in Karthik, both hitting
some lusty blows as KKR managed to
reach what looked like a defendable
total. But in the end Jadeja proved that it
is not over till it is over.

Jyothi loses final, wins silver in
World Archery Championship
Yankton | Agencies

A

nother final in the World Archery
Championships and another Indian
had to settle for the silver medal as
Jyothi Surekha Vennam lost to Sara Lopez of
Colombia in the Compound Women
Individual final here on Saturday. No Indian
has ever won a gold medal in the World
Championship, finishing second six times in
the past.
Jyothi, who had won silver medals in the
Compound Women's Team competition and
Compound Mixed Team event on Friday, lost
to the Colombian archer, the world No 1 in
compound section, 146-144 in the 15-arrow
final in South Dakota.
The 25-year-old from Vijaywada in Andhra
Pradesh, who had done brilliantly to reach the
final, trailed by one point (28-29) after the first
end as she shot two 9s and a 10 in her three
arrows while Sara had a 10, X, and a 9. Both
archers shot 29 each in the second end and
Sara thus maintained her one-point lead (5857).Sara shot a perfect 30 of the three arrows
in the third end while Jyothi managed a 10, X,

and 9 for 29, thus trailing by two points after
nine arrows (88-86). The Indian conceded
one more point in the fourth end, losing it 2928. She won the fifth and final end 30-29,
scoring a perfect 30 (10, 10, X) as compared to
29 by Sara (9, X, X), thus losing the final by
two points.This was Jyothi's best-ever performance in the World Archery
Championships as she finished the competition with three silver medals. Earlier in the
day, Jyothi had reached the final by beating
Mexico's Andrea Recerra 148-146 in the semifinals. She had defeated Amanda Mlinaric of
Croatia 150-144 in the quarter-finals.

Man City get revenge over Chelsea, Villa end Man United jinx
London|Agencies

M

anchester City gained a modicum of
revenge for their defeat to Chelsea
in last season's Champions League
final when they won 1-0 at Stamford Bridge
on Saturday.
Gabriel Jesus' neat turn and finish in the
53rd minute saw Pep Guardiola's men take a
deserved win as they dominated possession
against a below-par Chelsea and had it not
been for a couple of excellent saves from
Edouard Mendy, Manchester City would
have won by a clearer margin.
Bruno Fernandes blazed an injury time
penalty for Manchester United over the bar
as they slipped to a 1-0 defeat to Aston Villa.
Villa had won just one of their last 45
Premier League games against Manchester
United and had the better of the first half,
nevertheless the game looked set for a draw
until Kortney Hause put them ahead in the
88th minute with a diving header, Xinhua
reports.
The same player then blotted his copybook by handballing Bruno Fernandes' cross
three minutes later, but the Portuguese
badly mishit the penalty that would have
seen the game end 1-1.
Later on Saturday, Yoane Wissa's late
strike earned Brentford a point against
Liverpool in a thrilling 3-3 draw as the newly
promoted side twice came back from behind
to thwart Liverpool.
Ethan Pinnock's close-range finish put
Brentford ahead before Diogo Jota levelled
with a header and Mohamed Salah put
Liverpool ahead.

Vitaly Janlet's header just went over the
line to draw Brentford level again, but Curtis
Jones must have thought he'd won it for
Liverpool with a deflected shot, before
Wissa's late goal sent the home fans into raptures.
Elsewhere, Leicester City and Burnley
drew 2-2 in a game that saw Jamie Vardy
score three times: twice for Leicester and an
own goal that put Burnley ahead in the 12th

minute.He equalized for Leicester in the
37th minute and then scored an equalizer
five minutes from time after it looked as if
Maxwel Cornet's 40th minute strike would
give Burnley their first win of the campaign.
Andros Townsend's 29th minute penalty
and Abdoulaye Doucoure's 77th minute goal
gave Everton a routine 2-0 win at home to
Norwich City, who have six defeats from six
games this season.West Ham came back

from a goal down to win 2-1 away to Leeds
United with Michail Antonio's last-minute
goal giving them all three points after Junior
Firpo's own goal had cancelled out Rafinha's
19th minute opener for Leeds.Newcastle
also remain winless, but were slightly
unlucky not to take all three points from
their visit to Watford after Sean Longstaff's
opener for the visitors was cancelled out by
Ismaila Sarr's far post header.
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I got insecure during the
pandemic: Reyhnaa Pandit
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

elevision actress Reyhnaa Pandit
has got candid on the insecurity
she faced during the Covid-19
pandemic. However, Reyhnaa says
she has learnt how to face her
fears and is 'pretty comfortable' with her life
now.
Opening up on the same, Reyhnaa said:
"The pandemic has taught me a lot of things. I
have learned that one does need financial stability to survive such times. To be honest, I felt
sad seeing so much pain and agony because
people lost jobs and they had no way to get
out of these testing times."
"Talking about insecurity, I guess everyone
faces it. I wouldn't say I'm not insecure, I do get

worried about my work, my life and the future I
behold. I got insecure during the pandemic too. I
think about everything happening in my life, but I
make myself understand how to face my fears too. I
take life as it comes, and I am pretty comfortable with
my life now. I'm not scared of losing anything," she further said.
Sharing her 'mantra' for life, the actress said: "I live
by the philosophy that we were all brought to this world
empty-handed by God and he has given us a purpose
in life that we have to fulfil. There is no such thing as
right or wrong, whatever serves you right at the
moment you should do that. That's my new life mantra
and I guess everyone should follow it."
On the work front, Reyhnaa features on the Zee TV
daily soap 'Kumkum Bhagya'.

If I become a mom
in real life, I'll be
just like 'Koel':
Simple Kaul
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'Laal Singh Chaddha' release
pushed to February 2022
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
he release date of Aamir Khan's 'Laal Singh
Saturday announced that
Chaddha' has been pushed back once again due to all cinema halls and
delays amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
drama theatres in the
The Aamir Khan and Kareena Kapoor Khan-starrer, state will reopen from
which was expected to release around Christmas this October 22.'Laal Singh
year, will now be releasing on Valentine's Day next
Chaddha' reunites
year.Aamir Khan Productions made the
Aamir Khan with his '3
announcement via an Instagram post on
Idiots' co-stars
Sunday.The post reads: "We welcome the deci- Kareena Kapoor Khan
sion of the administration to allow cinemas and Mona Singh. The film
to re-open from 22nd Oct."
also features Naga Chaitanya and Manav
"Due to the delays faced as a result of the VJ in key roles.Directed by Adavit Chandan, 'Laal
pandemic, we will be unable to release our Singh Chaddha' is an adaptation of the 1994
film, 'Laal Singh Chaddha', this Christmas." Hollywood film 'Forrest Gump' which was based
"We will now be releasing 'Laal Singh
on Winston Groom's 1986 novel of the same
Chaddha' on Valentine's Day 2022."
name.It is produced by Aamir Khan Productions,
The announcement comes just a day after Viacom18 Studios and Paramount Pictures.

T

'BUNTY AURBABLI 2', 'PRITHVIRAJ',
'JAYESHBHAIJORDAAR',
'SHAMSHERA' RELEASE DATES OUT
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Y

ash Raj Films (YRF) on Sunday announced
the theatrical release dates of its four upcoming films - 'Bunty AurBabli 2', 'Prithviraj',
'JayeshbhaiJordaar' and 'Shamshera'.
Saif Ali Khan and Rani Mukerji-starrer and family entertainer 'Bunty AurBabli 2' will hit theatres
on November 19, 2021. Helmed by Varun V.
Sharma, the film also features Siddhant
Chaturvedi and debutante actress Sharvari.
The release date for Akshay Kumar-starrer big
budget film 'Prithviraj' has been announced as
January 21, 2022. The period drama helmed by
Chandraprakash Dwivedi, marks the Bollywood
debut of former Miss World ManushiChhillar, who
will feature opposite Akshay. The historical drama
will also feature actors Sanjay Dutt and SonuSood
in key roles.Ranveer Singh-starrer
'JayeshbhaiJordaar' is slated to hit theatres on
February 25, 2022. The Divyang Thakkar directorial narrates the journey of a Gujarati man (essayed
by Ranveer), who becomes an unlikely hero. The
film also features Shalini Pandey.'Shamshera' starring Ranbir Kapoor will release on March 18, 2022.
In the Karan Malhotra directorial, Vaani Kapoor
features opposite Ranbir, while Sanjay Dutt plays
the antagonist.

A

ctress Simple Kaul, who is
known for her role of 'Gulabo'
in 'Taarak Mehta Ka
OoltaChashmah', is currently seen
as 'Koel' in 'ZiddiDilMaane Na'. The
actress opens up about her onscreen personality. Moreover, she
also wants to be like 'Koel' in her
real life.Simple is portraying the
character of a mother for the first
time and this is an altogether different experience for her.She says:
"One of my reasons to take up this
show is because I have never played
the role of a mother, an unconventional mother especially. I could
relate to the character since I believe
I will be just like 'Koel' if I became a
mother too in real life."
Simple shares about her bonding
with child actor Nirbhay Thakur who
is playing the role of her son 'Nikhil'
in the show. Nirbhay has grabbed a
lot of attention for his on-screen
character and their mother-son relationship is being appreciated.
"Nirbhay Thakur (Nikhil) and I
share a very close-knit bond onscreen as well as off-screen, we are
more like siblings towards each
other. As an on-screen mother, I am
still exploring various reactions and
have witnessed growth in myself
with time," she adds.
Simple who has played different
kinds of roles in daily soaps like
'Kutumb', 'Shararat' and 'OyeJassie'
feels this on-screen personality has
brought a distinct side of her in front
of the audience and she took the
offer without a second
thought about it.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Arshi Khan is excited about the
new season of popular reality show 'Bigg
Boss 15'. She says the jungle theme of the
show brings freshness.
"'Bigg Boss 15' has come with a really creative concept of the jungle and I'm really excited to watch. Since many years the same concept was on and it had become boring now.
I'm excited to watch the show. I even don't
mind entering the show."
Arshi Khan, who is currently busy shooting
for her Bollywood debut in the upcoming
Hindi film 'Trahimam' has some creative ideas
of her own about being in the jungle with actor
and host Salman Khan.
"I had watched Salman in promos and trust
me he was looking so amazing that I wasn't
able to take away
my eyes
away
from
him. If I
was
part of
the
show
then
would have had
fun with Salman in the jungle."
Earlier Arshi appeared in television shows
'Vish', 'Ishq Mein Marjawan' and 'Savitri Devi
College & Hospital'.
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Sanjay Leela Bhansali
on the inception of
'Heeramandi'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'H

eeramandi', his first-ever
web series, is soon to be
released, the ace director
shares his inspiration for making
the show.
Talking about its inception,
Sanjay said, "I remember when I
was a four-year-old kid and my
father had taken me to a shoot and
he said you sit here and I'll meet my
friends and come. I was in the studio and it seemed the most comfortable to me. More than a school,
a playground, a cousin's house, or
anywhere in the world, I thought it
was the most beautiful place. When
I look back at 25 years, I think it's very precious to me because you have to
be blessed to be able to get a chance to make a film and that's why I cling
on to the studio because the studio floor is the most magical, that's my
temple, that's my everything."
The series will explore stories of courtesans and the hidden cultural
reality of 'Heeramandi', a dazzling district, during pre-independent India.
It's a series about love, betrayal, succession and politics in the 'kothas'.

Manushi Chhillar
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