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ED, CBI refuses to appear before
Bengal Speaker...

82 students and three staff
members of Himachal
School test Covid positive

can get in the country. So, I don't
believe that the armed services
response team will not be able to deal
with the scenario."
The Centre had sought a six-month
period to make all preparations. The
bench replied: "we will permit you six
months without saying no exam.
Once we passed an order and created
hopes in the candidates having gone
this far, we say try your luck next
time?" The bench reiterated that the
admission of women cannot be postponed.
The Centre has told the Supreme
Court that a study group has been
constituted by the defence services to
expeditiously formulate a comprehensive curriculum for women
cadets, and a notification allowing
women candidates to take the

Let us see the result
-- how many will take it
and how many women
will clear the exam", as it
emphasised that it finds
it difficult to postpone
everything by a year.
Having given some hope
to the women to take the
examination in
November, we don't
want to belie that hope
now..,"

❝

T

RS 50K FOR EACH COVID DEATH FROM STATE DISASTER RELIEF FUNDS
According to the guidelines, the District Disaster Management Authority would disburse the
amount on receiving a form issued by the state authority in this regard along with the death
certificate. Also, a committee at district level would also be formed for redressal of grievances, and the panel would record clear reasons if it is not in favour of the claims.
New Delhi: After the
Supreme Court order,
the Centre, in an affidavit, has recommended
Rs 50,000 ex-gratia compensation to the families
whose member die due
to Covid-19, and the
amount has to be distrib-

uted by states from the
State Disaster Response
Fund. The National
Disaster Management
Authority, in its guidelines for ex-gratia assistance to next of kin of
Covid victims, said: "The
authority recommends

Forces should allow women to
appear for the NDA exam in
November this year, and not wait till
May 2022.

an amount of Rs 50,000
per deceased person
including those involved
in relief operations or
associated in preparedness activities, subject to
cause of death being
certified as Covid-19".
On the source of funds,

Noting that the armed forces are
the people who deal with everything
in emergency, Justice Kaul said:
"They are the best response team we

The CM said the Mantralaya shows a rosy picture in
Bhopal, reality is visible once you are in the field.
Zafar Alam Khan|Bhopal

A

couple of days after former Chief
Minister Uma Bharti had
slammed bureaucracy calling
them as 'nobody,' Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
made an adverse remark on the government officers, indirectly accusing
them of presenting rosy pictures of
pitiable things of the State.
Chouhan had openly warned
bureaucrats on several occasions of
late saying no corruption or slackness
would be tolerated. He even suspended many during the Jan Darshan yatra
after receiving complaints from the
public.
A step further on Wednesday,
Chouhan accused the bureaucrats of
misleading ruling politicians. Chouhan
was at Minto Hall in Bhopal for attending an event of Aazadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.
"If you sit inside Mantralaya, you
only get a colourful picture (of the

State). There seems happiness all
around. When you actually hit the
field, you realise how far the happiness
has reached," he said, adding that officers paint a false image of the State
once he is in Bhopal and he learns
about the ground realities once he visits areas himself.
Turning towards Principal Secretary
(Industries) Sanjay Shukla, Chouhan
said he wasn't referring to him. Things
are only done where the CM focuses,

SAREE NOT ALLOWED IN
DELHI RESTAURANT
Team Absolute|New Delhi

video has gone viral on social media in which a woman
is seen asking an employee at a restaurant in the
national capital whether saree is allowed. The employee replies that "saree does not count as smart casuals" whereas the hotel only allows smart casuals. The restaurant denies
entry to the
woman who is
an ex journalist
for wearing
saree. However,
the restaurant
located in Khel
Gaon posh area
has earned the
wrath of netizens after the video went viral.The video has been shared by
Anita Chaudhary, an ex-journalist who was there to celebrate
the birthday of her daughter.Talking to reporter, Anita said,
"we booked a table much before to celebrate the birthday of
our daughter at a restaurant named Aquila at Khel Gaon, but
they didn't permit me inside as I was wearing a saree which
they don't consider a smart casual". She added that even after
her daughter resisted the decision to allow her mummy
inside, the restaurant staff said that they will allow her only,
not her mother as she was wearing saree.

the guidelines said that
"the ex-gratia assistance
shall be provided by
states from State
Disaster Relief Fund
(SDRF)". The top court is
scheduled to take up the
affidavit for hearing on
Thursday.

entrance exam for entry into all three
defence services in the existing
streams through the NDA will be
released in May 2022.

After Uma Bharti, Madhya Pradesh
CM Chouhan slams his bureaucracy
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Zimbabwe's Sean Williams soars
into top-10 of T20I...

S19 helmed by Padma Lakshmi to
be shot in Houston...

'WE
GAVE
THEM
HOPE'
❝
he Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected the
Centre's plea to defer the
first National Defence
Academy (NDA) exam for
women candidates, and directed they
should be allowed to sit for the
upcoming exam on November 14.
A bench headed by Justice Sanjay
Kishan Kaul said: "This won't send
the right signal to women after having
given them the aspiration. Let's begin
from this year."
As Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, representing the
Centre, submitted "your lordships
may allow us to skip this examination
(November 14) which is going to take
place, for which your lordships had
passed the interim order."
The bench said the planning can
go on and appreciated Centre's
endeavour to develop a curriculum
and infrastructure for the women
cadets, as it reiterated that the Armed
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he added.
Commenting on the event theme,
Industries Week, Chouhan said due to
Covid-19 he could not meet the industry delegates. "But we have again
moved on the path of progress. I am
not the guest, I am the host," he added.
Chouhan pointed out that the pandemic was controlled through public
participation, adding certain politicians live under an impression that
they are everything and the most intelligent but he doesn't think like this.
During an informal chat, Uma
Bharti a few days ago had said that
bureaucrats were nobody and they
were only meant to carry slippers of
the ruling politicians. She, however,
later regretted her choice of words,
underlining the contribution of the
bureaucrats.
On Wednesday, she came up with
fresh tweets, alleging that her remarks
were leaked in a twisted manner to
deflate her campaign which she
announced on liquor ban.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

E

ighty two students and three staff
members at a boarding school in
Himachal Pradesh's Mandi district
have tested positive for Covid-19. The
school is located in Dharampur town of
Mandi in Himachal Pradesh.
Earlier this week, the Himachal Pradesh
government announced the extension of
the closure of schools in the state till
September 25, keeping in view the prevailing Covid-19 situation and the positivity
rate.
Chief Medical Officer, Mandi, Dr
Devender Sharma confirmed that over 80
students and three staff members were
found positive at Sai School, Dharampur, a
boarding school. The students are living in a
hostel. The cause of the infection spread is
yet to be ascertained.
Dr Sharma said that the students had

joined the school in the first week of
September. The infected students had been
put in isolation and were being provided
treatment. Most of them were asymptomatic, while some of them had mild symptoms.
"A medical team will visit the school
tomorrow to ascertain the actual cause of
the Covid outbreak," he added. He said that
the school premises had been declared a
containment zone.
Meanwhile, 263 Covid cases were reported in the state on Tuesday, taking the tally
to 217,403. Besides, two persons died of the
virus in Kangra district.
The highest number of 69 cases was
recorded in Kangra, followed by 67 in
Mandi, 63 in Hamirpur, 19 in Shimla, 14 in
Una, 12 in Bilaspur, seven in Kullu, three in
Chamba, two in Solan and one each in
Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti. The number
of active cases rose to 1,718.

Will fight Sidhu's elevation to VOTE ME TO
Chief Ministership: Amarinder REMAIN CHIEF

MINISTER:
MAMATA TO
VOTERS

Team Absolute|Chandigarh

A

marinder Singh on Wednesday
said he would fight Navjot Sidhu's
elevation to Punjab Chief
Ministership tooth and nail, and was
ready to make any sacrifice to save the
country from such a "dangerous man".
Even as he reiterated his intention to
counter any move to make Sidhu the
state's Chief Minister face, Amarinder
Singh said he will pit a strong candidate
against him in the 2022 Assembly polls
to ensure his defeat.
"He (Sidhu) is dangerous for the
state," said the former Chief Minister in
a series of media interviews.
Asserting that he will only leave politics on a high, he said: "I was ready to
leave after a victory but never after a
loss." He disclosed that he had offered
his resignation to party President Sonia
Gandhi three weeks earlier but she had
asked him to continue. "If she had just
called me and asked me to step down, I
would have," he said, adding that "as a
soldier, I know how to do my task and
leave once I am called back. I would not
have taken MLAs on a flight to Goa or
some place. That is not how I operate. I
don't do gimmicks, and the Gandhi siblings know that is not my way," he said,
adding: "Priyanka and Rahul (Gandhi)

are like my children... this should not
have ended like this. I am hurt."
He claimed that the Gandhi siblings
were "quite inexperienced" and "their
advisors were clearly misguiding them".
Indicating that he was still keeping
his political options open, the former
Chief Minister said he was talking to his
friends before deciding on his future
course of action.

Kolkata: In a significant statement,
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said during her election
campaign for the bypoll in
Bhabanipur on Wednesday that if she
doesn't win the by-election, someone
else will become the Chief Minister.
Speaking at a public rally, Banerjee
said, "If I don't win, someone else will
be the Chief Minister. Give me your
votes to keep me as the Chief Minister.
Every vote is precious to me. Don't
waste them."Raising her ante against
the BJP government at the Centre,
Banerjee said, "I can call Modi-Shah
grandfather, brother... It's courtesy. But
I will not accept the Taliban rule in the
country. I will not let the country fall
apart. I will not let the kingdom be
torn to pieces. I will not allow division
among the common people."
Political experts are of the opinion
that the Chief Minister's statement is
an expression of her tension over the
bypoll.

MAN TO DEATH
India ranks third as most polluted Asian country MOBINBEATS
UTTAR PRADESH
India's National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) has a
target to reduce 20-30% of
PM2.5 and PM10 concentrations by 2024, taking levels
in 2017 as the base year.
Integrating the top 10 cities
from WHO's most polluted
cities' list, 122 non-attainment cities were identified
for NCAP, which did not
meet India's National
Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for the
period of 2011-15. NAAQS
standards were notified by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to ensure
"protection of health"
among other reasons.

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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mong Asian countries
India ranks third after
Bangladesh and Pakistan
among the most polluted
according to the World Health

In India, 116,000
infant deaths in 2019
are attributable to air
pollution, coal combustion is attributable for
100,000 deaths and
ambient air pollution
killed 16.7 lakh Indians
(Source: ICMR).

Organisation (WHO) air quality
analyses. Releasing the revised
Air Quality Guidelines on
Wednesday after 16 years, WHO
states that the new guidelines
provide an assessment of health
effects of air pollution and
thresholds for health-harmful
pollution levels.
In South Asia, where the air
pollution levels are consistently
high and the health burden is
stark, these new guidelines are

expected to renew interest in
the topic and create an opportunity to push for stronger
action. Over 90% of the world's
population lives in areas that
exceed the thresholds and limits for key air pollutants set by
the WHO.
"Unfortunately, for South
Asia, this is approximately
100%. In the 16 years since the
Guidelines were last updated,
multiple scientific studies have

evidenced the true harm caused
by poor air quality," the WHO
stated. India last revised its air
pollution standards in 2009,
which have been more relaxed
in comparison to WHO's prescribed guidelines and other
Asian countries.
Air pollution is considered
the greatest environmental
threat to health, and it disproportionately affects vulnerable
populations: 91% of deaths
from ambient air pollution
occur in low-income and middle-income countries.

Mirzapur : A
man, aged
around 25, was
lynched by an
irate mob on
Wednesday afternoon in the
Dadra market
area here after he
allegedly shot a shopkeeper dead, police said.
Satyam Singh (22) of Dadra village in Marihan
tehsil was at his grocery shop when Rishabh Pandey
arrived at the spot on a motorcycle and shot him in
the neck at close range, Additional Superintendent
of Police Sanjay Verma said. Singh was rushed to the
Rajgarh community health centre, where doctors
declared him dead, he said.
After the attack, Pandey had taken shelter in a
building in the area, but a mob found him and beat
him to death, the official said.
Both bodies have been sent for post-mortem
examination, and a heavy force has been deployed
in the area, Verma said.District Magistrate Praveen
Kumar Lashkar, Superintendent of Police Ajay
Kumar Singh and other senior officials reached the
spot and took note of incident.
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DISSATISFACTION WITH
HARYANA CM RUNNING HIGH
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Congress has also gone for a
change in Punjab.""Next on the
radar are the Chief Ministers of
Haryana and Rajasthan -- Manohar

A

fter the BJP changed Chief
Ministers in three states, the
latest on the radar seems to
be Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, whose the
satisfaction ratings have been consistently bad.
As per the IANS CVoter tracker,
dissatisfaction ratings for the
Haryana CM are well above 40 per
cent, while the satisfaction ratings
among the public are much lower.
While five Chief Ministers have
been dropped due to low popularity ratings as was shown in the IANS
CVoter tracker earlier, data suggests
that the Chief Ministers of Haryana
and Rajasthan are on a slippery
ground.
The BJP recently changed the
Chief Ministers in Gujarat,
Karnataka and Uttarakhand. In the
case of Uttarakhand, the Chief
Ministers were changed twice this
year. The Congress too followed suit
by recently replacing its Chief
Minister in Punjab.
Two other 'unpopular' Chief

RAJASTHAN TO SEE NEW SKIPPER

Ministers of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry were ousted after the
Assembly elections held earlier this
year.
Yashwant Deshmukh, FounderDirector, CVoter International, said,
"The ratings of IANS CVoter tracker
have been vindicated across the
board. While two CMs of Tamil and
Puducherry were voted out by the
people, the BJP had the wisdom to
change its CMs in Gujarat,
Karnataka and Uttarakhand. The

Jaipur: After the dethroning of Captain Amarinder Singh as Punjab
CM, next will be the turn of Rajasthan to
see major changes, said veteran
Congress leaders while speaking to correspondent.
Former deputy CM of Rajasthan and
ex-PCC chief Sachin Pilot recently had a
long discussion in Delhi over the pending issues in the desert state and this
time the high command wants to take
strict action, close on the heels of Punjab,
here too, said party leaders from the Pilot
camp. "These changes, the high command feels, are required not only for the
upcoming assembly polls in 2023 but
also for the Lok Sabha polls in 2024," they added. Eventually, in the next
few days, there will be major changes in the desert state which has been
lying low in terms of political action. In fact, Rajasthan in-charge Ajay
Maken last Thursday announced at a press conference in Delhi that the
roadmap is ready for a cabinet expansion and organisational rejig in the
state. The Congress leader said that Gehlot is still unwell and is working
from home. As soon as he recovers this will be done.

Mahant Narendra Giri's mortal
remains given samadhi
Prayagraj|Agencies

T

he mortal remains of
Mahant Narendra Giri
were placed in a
'samadhi' in the premises of
the Baghambari Mutt on
Wednesday, amidst chanting
of mantras in the presence of
scores of saints and seers.
The 'samadhi' was placed
under a lemon tree, as
desired by the deceased
saint.
Mahant Narendra Giri,
who had ended his life,
allegedly by suicide on
Monday evening, was placed
in the 'samadhi' in a lying
position and not in a sitting
position, as is the custom.
Earlier, the mortal remains
of the Mahant were taken in
a procession to Sangam for

the last holy bath. A huge
crowds turned out along the
route to pay last respects to
the seer. The autopsy of
Narendra Giri was also done
on Wednesday morning by a
designated panel of five doc-

tors. The report was sealed
and the viscera has been preserved for further examination. Sources, however, said
that the panel of doctors had
confirmed death by hanging.

Probe panel re-issues arrest warrant
against ex-Mumbai top cop
Team Absolute|Mumbai

government-appointed
probe panel on
Wednesday re-issued
the bailable arrest warrant
against former Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param
Bir Singh, who is the current
Commandant General of
Home Guards, after he failed
to appear before it.
The decision of the Justice
(retd) K.U. Chandiwal
Commission came after the
state CID submitted that the
officer could not be traced
either in Mumbai or
Chandigarh to serve and
executive the arrest warrant

Lal Khattar and Ashok Gehlot,
respectively -- whose ratings have
been consistently bad," Deshmukh
added.

A

issued on September 7.
It has now set a fresh date October 6 - for Singh to
appear before it to give evidence, failing which the IPS
officer could face a non-bailable arrest warrant.

The Commission is probing the allegations of corruption of Rs 100 crore levelled
by Singh against former
Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh in a letter in
April that sparked an uproar
and led to the latter's resignation. Earlier, Singh has
skipped several summonses
by the Commission which
has fined him thrice and he
has paid up the penalties of
Rs 5,000 (in June) and Rs
25,000 twice (in August) by
depositing them in the CM
Relief Fund with a warning of
a higher fine if he does not
appear at the next date.

US VISIT AN OCCASION
TO STRENGTHEN
STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP: MODI

New Delhi: Before
leaving for the United
State of America on
Wednesday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said that the visit would
be an occasion to
strengthen the comprehensive global strategic
partnership with the US.
The Prime minister further said that the visit
would be an occasion to
consolidate relations with
our strategic partners Japan and Australia - and
to take forward our collaboration on important
global issues.
In a departure statement, the Prime Minister
said he will be visiting the
US from September 22-25
at the invitation of
President Joe Biden.

ED, CBI refuses to appear
before Bengal Speaker
KOLKATA | Agencies

T

he Enforcement Directorate (ED) and
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), agencies probing the Narada
bribery case, have come in direct conflict with
the Speaker of West Bengal Assembly, Biman
Banerjee, by refusing to appear before him on
Wednesday to explain why they had summoned three Trinamool Congress MLAs without the consent of the Speaker.
Banerjee had issued summons to the central agencies to be present at the Assembly
premises at 1 p.m. on Wednesday. The representatives of the ED and the CBI were supposed to explain as to why they had summoned three elected MLAs of the ruling
Trinamool Congress without the consent of
the Speaker.
Both the agencies informed the Speaker
about their inability to appear before him.
Constitutional experts believe that the situation might lead to an unexpected constitutional crisis. On Wednesday, an official of the
ED handed over a letter to Banerjee saying
that the agency has fulfilled all the legal formalities. But instead of meeting the Speaker,
he just submitted the letter to the latter's
office. Sources in the Assembly said that the
ED authorities made it clear that they would
not send any representative to the Assembly.
Sources in the ED also said that its letter
mentioned that the agency had taken permission from Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, and
so the permission of the Speaker was not nec-

essary. The letter also said that it is not possible for any ED representative to appear before
the Speaker on this issue.
Similarly, the CBI also sent a mail to the
Speaker, saying that it cannot appear before
him, pointing out that the Speaker did not
have the authority to summon its officers for
explanation.It has also been said that as the
investigation is being conducted under the
instruction and supervision of the high court,
the CBI had the legal binding to submit the
chargesheet before the court and in doing so
they met will all the legal formalities.
Meanwhile, sources in the ED and the CBI
said that that they are consulting legal experts
in this matter. They would prefer to take the
legal way rather than honouring the Speaker's
summons, sources said. The Speaker on his
part sounded quite stern on this issue, saying:
"It will be wrong to think that the matter is a
closed chapter. No one is above the law."
Assembly sources said that there is high
possibility that another summon will be
issued to both the CBI and the ED.

INDIA'S FIRST SMOG TOWER IN DELHI COMPLETES TRIAL
Team Absolute|New Delhi

he trial run of India's
first smog tower
installed in the national
capital, which will start functioning in full capacity from
October 1, has finally been
completed, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said on Wednesday.
"Trials of the smog tower
have been completed, and it
will start functioning in full
capacity from October 1. A
team comprising scientists
from IIT-Delhi, IIT-Bombay
and DPCC has been formed
to monitor the tower," Rai
said in a tweet.
Delhi got its first smog
tower installed at Baba
Kharak Singh Marg,
Connaught Place, which was
inaugurated on August 24 as
part of Delhi government's
drive to fight air pollution.

T

DALIT LEADER KILLING: WOMAN BEHEADED
IN REVENGE, HEAD PLACED AT HIS HOME
Chennai: In a shocking incident, a 59-year-old woman
was beheaded on Wednesday as revenge for the 2012 murder of Dalit leader Pasupathi Pandian and her decapitated
head placed in front of his residence in Tamil Nadu's
Dindigul, police said. The gruesome murder of Nirmala
Devi occurred at Chettinayikanpatti area of Dindigul.
A gang had barged into Pandian's residence in January
2012, killing him instantly. Five persons were killed as
revenge for the killing of the Dalit leader even though a trial
in the case was taking place.
Nirmala Devi was accused of helping the killers find a
house to stay in Dindigul. Inspector General of Police,
South Zone, T.S. Anbu, Deputy Inspector General of Police,
Dindigul, B. Vijayakumari, and Superintendent of Police,
Dindigul, V.R. Srinivasan are camping at the spot.
Police said that Nirmala Devi was involved in allocation
of Mahatma Gandhi National Employment Guarantee
Scheme work in the morning when armed men attacked
her with matchets, swords, and other lethal weapons. IGP
Anbu told media persons that a manhunt is on to nab the
culprits.

The 24-metre high tower was
being operated on a trial
basis with the Delhi Pollution
Control Commiittee (DPCC)
monitoring its effectiveness.
The tower is meant to pull
in polluted air with the help

of suction fans installed on
the top of the structure and
filter out pollutants followed
by release of clean air from
the vents from the bottom. Its
area of influence has been
estimated to be about 1 km

radius of its location, according to the Delhi government.
Delhi Chief Minister
Kejriwal had said during its
inauguration that more such
structures will be installed in
the city once this experiment
proves successful.
Two towers have now been
installed in Delhi, one in
Connaught Place by the
Delhi government, and the
second one in east Anand
Vihar by the Centre. The
move came after the
Supreme Court in January
2020 had asked both the parties involved to install smog
towers in Delhi on a pilot
basis. However, according to
many environment activists,
smog towers will barely help
Delhi breath as they do not
eliminate the problem of
toxic haze besides being
costly.

2 cops, 2 teachers among 6
sacked in J&K for terror links
Srinagar|Agencies

ased on the recommendations of the designated committee to
verify the antecedents of its
employees, J&K government
on Wednesday sacked 6
employees for militant links.
Of the 6 employees
sacked, two are policemen, 2
teachers, one employee of
the forest department and
one from the roads and
buildings department.
Two of the sacked
employees are from
Kishtwar district and one
each from Poonch, Budgam,

B

Hidden camera phone found in women's
washroom at Hyderabad restaurant

Baramulla and Anantnag
districts.
The designated committee to verify the antecedents
of Jammu and Kashmir government employees on
Wednesday recommended
the dismissal of these
employees for their militancy links. Official sources said
the designated committee
empowered to recommend
dismissal of government
employees from service
because of their links with
militant organisations has
recommended dismissal of
these six employees.

"The dismissals have been
recommended because of
the militancy links of these
employees since they are
working as overground
workers (OGWs) of banned
militant outfits", sources
said.In July 2021, eleven government employees were
dismissed because of their
militant links.
The employees sacked in
July this year included two
sons of Syed Salahuddin, the
Muzaffarabad based head of
the 'Jehad Council' which is
a conglomerate of various
militant outfits.

14 sentenced to life in journalist
Vikas Ranjan murder case in Bihar

Hyderabad|Agencies

n employee of a drive-in restaurant in
Hyderabad was arrested on
Wednesday after a hidden camera
phone with its recording switched on was
found in the women's washroom.
A female customer of the restaurant in
posh Jubilee Hills lodged a complaint with
the police after she found the hidden camera in an overhead shelf of the washroom.
She handed over the camera phone to
Jubilee Hills police station.
The police immediately launched a
probe and found that camera phone
belonged to one of the workers at the
restaurant.
Police arrested Bongarala Banerjee, a
native of Nalgonda district. He reportedly
told police that he kept the phone in the
washroom when he went to clean it and
forgot it there.
A case under Sections 354C (voyeurism),
509 (insulting the modesty of any woman)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Section
67 (publishing or transmitting obscene
material in electronic form) of the
Information Technology Act was booked
against him.
Police, who reportedly found four hours
of recording in the camera phone, took up
further investigation.

A

Patna|Agencies

he district court of
Samastipur in Bihar has
pronounced life sentence on 14 persons in the
murder of a journalist Vikas
Ranjan.
The journalist was killed
on November 25, 2008 in
Rosera sub-division in
Samastipur district. The family members of the deceased
had levelled allegations
against 14 persons including
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
block president of Rosera,
Swayamwar Yadav.
Heera Devi, the prosecution lawyer in this case, said
that journalist Vikas Ranjan
was killed over a land dispute. The dispute was with

T

his cousin brothers in his
native village. The judgement
came 13 years after the incident.
"The relatives of Vikas
Ranjan hatched the conspiracy to kill him. They hired
goons to eliminate him. His
body was found on
November 25, 2008 in
Rosera," Heera Devi said.
"We produced strong evidence including the life
threatening audio and video
clips in the court of law. The
accused had threatened
Vikas Ranjan and his family
with dire consequences several times in broad daylight.
We also produced many eye
witnesses in the court which
helped get justice," she said.
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PLACE FOR HANDCART OWNERS AND SMALL BUSINESSMEN
MUST BE FIXED IN CITY PLANNING: CM
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that cleanliness
and order in cities is essential, but
above all proper arrangement for livelihood of poor is must. Industries should
be established in the cities, but along
with this, there should be proper
arrangements for the handcarts as well.
In the planning of cities, it is necessary to
earmark a place for small businessmen
and handcart owners.
Chouhan was addressing a programme organized for the virtual dedication of 69 development works done in
24 cities of the state at a cost of Rs. 1056
crores at Minto Hall by the Urban
Development and Housing Department.
Chouhan distributed Rs 299.40 crore
of 15th Finance Commission to 402
urban bodies with a single click in the
programme.
Chouhan said that schemes like
Swachh Bharat, Smart City, Amrit
Yojana, PM Awas and PM Svanidhi have
given new dimensions and new pace to
urban development. It is the responsibility of all of us to build the India of the
dreams of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The positive results of the implementation of urban development plans
in the state are now surfacing.
Chouhan said that the size of cities is
constantly on the rise. More than 30 percent population of the state is now living
in urban areas, this number will increase
further. We are committed to free cities
from dirt, pollution, disease, crime and
mafia. Cleanliness is the top priority in
the urban areas. Madhya Pradesh is the
best state in terms of cleanliness. The
state has jumped one place higher to get
the third position in the country in the
cleanliness survey 2020. Indore city has
been ranked as the cleanest city for the
fourth time. Bhopal is the cleanest selfsustainable capital of the country.
Madhya Pradesh has received 11 awards

CM calls on Union
Energy Minister
 Chouhan informs
about States
efforts in the field
of Solar and Green
Energy
 Also discusses on
the implementation of RDSS
scheme in the
state
Team Absolute |Bhopal
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at the national level in the Smart City
Mission. Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission, 296 bodies of the state have
come under ODF Plus. Indore has got
the distinction of being the first water
plus city of the country. In more than
300 cities, 100 percent waste segregation,
transportation and processing and 75
percent solid waste recycling is being
done at source itself.
Chouhan said that housing is a big
need for every person. We have resolved
that every effort will be made to ensure
slum-free cities. The state government is
constantly working in this direction so
that every person has his own shelter.
The houses of the poor will be built on
the lands that have been freed from the

mafia.
Chouhan said that the nature of cities
has changed due to efforts made in the
last 15 years. Systematic water supply
projects have been completed in cities.
The sewerage system has been developed and made functional. About 58
thousand houses have been built for the
urban poor under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. Arrangements have been
made for night shelters and Deendayal
Rasoi Yojana in cities. Chouhan directed
the officers to ensure that repair work of
roads should be speeded up in the cities
where roads are being dug in connection
with the sewage or water supply work.
Chouhan said that the number of
buses has been increased so as to pro-

mote public transport in cities. All the
civic services being provided by the
urban bodies have been made online.
The time limit for online building permit
has been reduced from 30 days to 15
days. An amendment has also been
passed regarding compounding.
Chouhan said that with a view to providing relief to the common citizens,
arrangements have been made to regularize all illegal colonies. Strict action will
be taken against the existing colonies
and builders who will not provide basic
facilities in future colonies. Necessary
amendments have been made as per the
instructions of the Government of India
in property tax and water cess.

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, called
on the Union Minister
for Power, New and
Renewable Energy, RK Singh
at his office at Shram Shakti
Bhawan in New Delhi.
During the meeting, the
Chief Minister informed
about the various steps taken
by the state in the field of
green energy, especially solar
energy. He also had a
detailed discussion about the
Revitalization Distribution
Area Scheme (RDSS).
Chouhan told Singh that
the tariff of Rs.2.14 per unit
has been discovered in
Neemuch and Agar solar
power plants, for which
Bhumi Pujan is to be performed soon. The Chief
Minister invited the Union
Minister to visit both the
power plants. Chouhan
informed that 300 solar days
are available in Madhya
Pradesh therefore, Madhya
Pradesh is rapidly moving
towards solar energy. The
Chief Minister also informed
about the proposal of a floating solar power plant at
Omkareshwar and solar
power plants at Chhatarpur
and Morena. The Chief
Minister informed that 750

MW ultra-mega solar plant of
Rewa is providing electricity
to Delhi Metro. Chouhan also
informed about the initiative
wind energy, hybrid energy
and storage of green energy
in the state. Chief Minister
also briefed about the efforts
made by the state under
Kusum Yojana to promote
solar energy devices and
pumps by the farmers in
their fields.
Chouhan said that the
Revitalization Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS) is a
revolutionary scheme in the
energy sector. Chouhan
informed that Madhya
Pradesh is making good
progress in adopting smart
meters. Around 1.2 lakh
smart meters have been
installed in the state. The
work of installation of 3.5
lakh meters is in progress
and the process of procurement and installation of 23.7
lakh meters is in advanced
stage. The Chief Minister,
while discussing the difficulties being faced in the implementation of this scheme,
said that the economy of the
state is severely impacted
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, due to which the state
should be given a time period of at least 2 years for the
advance payment of the outstanding subsidy of the
Discoms. Chouhan requested that the government
departments be allowed to
clear outstanding dues to the
discoms in three instalments
instead of one.

Uma Bharti apologises after
remarks on bureaucrats

Borgaon Bujurg will be made Nagar Panchayat: CM
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fter her controversial remarks that government officials are there only to "pick
up our (leaders') slippers," senior
leader has written a letter to veteran, saying
she will improve her language and also urged
him to do so.
As a video containing Bharti's critical comments against bureaucracy surfaced on social
media on Monday, Singh had criticised her
for telling him to speak less, while she herself
used "highly objectionable" words against
bureaucrats.
He had also sought an apology from her
over her comments.
On Tuesday, in a brief letter to Singh said,
"I am deeply hurt by my own words. I used to
tell you (Singh) repeatedly that you don't use
moderate language…I will improve my language from now on, if you can do the same,
then do it."
She also quoted a 'chaupai' (verse) from
the epic 'Ramayana' in her letter to the
Congress leader. After a video containing
Bharti's critical comments against bureaucracy surfaced on social media, the former

Union minister had on Monday expressed
regret over her intemperate language used
during an interaction with a delegation of
representatives from other backward classes
(OBCs) at her home in Bhopal.

CM PLANTS SAPTAPARNI SAPLING

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted
Saptaparni sapling in Smart City Park located in Shyamala
Hills. Chouhan plants a sapling every day as part of his
resolve. Saptaparni is an evergreen medicinal tree which
has great importance in Ayurveda.

IPL BETTING RACKET BUSTED IN
INDORE; FOUR HELD
Indore: Acting on a tip-off, the police raided an apartment in Lasudia area on Tuesday night and nabbed four
persons, ASP crime branch Parashar said.
The police have busted a racket involved in betting on
IPL matches and arrested four persons in Madhya
Pradesh's Indore city, an official said on Wednesday. Acting
on a tip-off, the police raided an apartment in Lasudia area
on Tuesday night and nabbed four persons, additional
superintendent of police (ASP) crime branch Guruprasad
Parashar said. People from Indore and nearby areas were
found indulging in online betting through the accused
Pankaj Rajput (25), Vishal Gupta (27), Piyush Mukut (25)
and Kapil Choudhary (31), the official said. The accused
are linked to another punter Rohit Baghel and the police
are on the lookout for him, he said, adding that further
probe is underway.
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hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan started the Jan
Darshan programme from
Pandhana in Khandwa district.
Chouhan interacted with the citizens
in Dulhar, Rustampur, Kumthi and
Borgaon Bujurg in the Vikas
Samagam and Jandarshan programme and also gave many gifts to
the area on their demand.
Chouhan interacted with the public in village Dulhar and listened to
their problems. He announced to
construct a Panchayat Bhavan in
Dulhar at a cost of Rs 20 lakh and to
provide drinking water to households
under the Nal Jal Yojana at a cost of
Rs 96 lakh 51 thousand in Jal Jeevan
Mission.
Chouhan presented a cheque of
Rs. 1 lakh to Rupali of Shri Ram SelfHelp Group of Dulhar for running
vegetable business under Madhya
Pradesh State Rural Livelihood
Mission. Similarly, Rajni Kushwaha of
Guru Kripa Self-Help Group Colladit
was given a cheque of Rs 1 lakh for
goat rearing. Chief Minister presented

disability pension certificate to Gopal
Govardhan, Kalyani pension to Lalita
Bai wife of Ram Singh, certificates of
financial assistance to Lalita Bai wife
of Late Ram Singh, Smt. Shakeela Bi
wife of Late Kallu Khan under Sambal
Yojana. Lalitha Bai Munshi and
Mukesh, son of Kailash, were given
acceptance certificates of Kapil Dhara
Well under MNREGA scheme. Along
with this, certificates of Ladli Laxmi
Yojana were also given to the beneficiaries.

Chouhan also addressed a public
meeting in Rustampur. He directed
the concerned officer to complete the
scheme being conducted under Jal
Jeevan Mission at a cost of Rs. 1 crore
25 lakh in two and half months and
inform after completion. The Chief
Minister said that a Panchayat
Bhavan costing Rs 20 lakh would be
constructed in Rustampur.
Congratulated all the villagers for
cent percent vaccination of the first
dose in Pandhana block and said that

those who have got the first dose of
the vaccine, they should also apply
the second dose within the stipulated
period. Chouhan distributed certificates to the beneficiaries of various
schemes.
Chouhan, while interacting with
the public at village Kumthi, said that
pure drinking water would be available in all households under the Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme at a cost of
Rs. 1 crore 21 lakh. Chouhan also
announced during the Jan Darshan in
village Borgaon Bujurg to make
Borgaon Bujurg a Nagar Panchayat
and to open CM Rise School here. He
said that under Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme, water would be supplied
door-to-door in Borgaon at a cost of
Rs. 7 crore 25 lakh. He also distributed certificates to the beneficiaries of
various schemes and honoured the
health workers doing good work in
vaccination. Chouhan visited the
Covid Vaccination Centre operating
at the Community Health Centre
Pandhana. During this, while honouring the health workers doing vaccination, he congratulated them.

Man, woman who eloped forced to dance
with tyres around their necks; 3 held
The Dhar police registered a case against five people and
arrested three of them on Tuesday after a purported video
of the incident, which took place in Kundi village on
September 12, went viral on social media, they said.
Te a m A b s o l u t e | Dhar
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21-year-old man and a woman,
aged 19, from Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh were allegedly forced by
some people to dance with motorcycle
tyres around their necks as a punishment for eloping, police said.
The Dhar police registered a case
against five people and arrested three of
them on Tuesday after a purported video
of the incident, which took place in
Kundi village on September 12, went
viral on social media, they said.
In the clip, a 13-year old girl was also
seen being forced to dance along with
the man and the woman for allegedly
helping them in eloping, police officials
said.
The three of them were forced to
dance with motorcycle tyres put around
their necks, and the video also showed a

man hitting them with sticks a couple of
times. The person who shot the video
could be heard laughing along with others seen in the clip.
The incident took place under
Gandhwani police station limits, about
70 km from the district headquarters,
after the man and the woman returned
to their village, Additional
Superintendent of Police Devendra
Patidar told reporters on Tuesday.
According to police, the woman had
gone missing from her home in the village in July this year.
"Her family members were angry as
she had fled with a man. They suspected
that another young girl (seen in video)
helped the woman in fleeing from her
home," Patidar said.
After leaving their homes, the man and
the woman went to Gujarat, another official said.

The woman's family members subsequently filed a missing person's complaint with local police.
When they returned in the second
week of September, they were punished
for their act, the police said.
After the video of the incident went
viral on social media platforms on
Tuesday, the police registered a case
against five people and arrested three of
them, Patidar said.
Efforts were on to nab the other two
accused, he said.
The accused were booked under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) Sections 354
(assault or criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty), 363 (kidnapping), 147 (rioting) and 294 (obscene
act), and provisions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, he added.

UNION MOS
FOR I&B
VISITS UJJAIN
Ujjain:The Union
Minister of State for
Information and
Broadcasting, L
Murugan is on a visit to
Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh on
Wednesday. Murugan
visited the
Mahakaleshwar temple. The Union
Minister also visited
Ujjain's Community
Radio Station-CRS,
Radio Dastak. On this
occasion, Murugan
stressed on spreading
the words of the local
community as much as
possible.
The Minister said
that there is a need to
emphasize on programs based on agriculture and youth on
community radio. In a
tweet, Murugan said
that this professionally
managed CRS is providing contemporary
information to lakhs of
people of the city. MIB
has recognized its
efforts with National
Community Radio
Awards in Creative and
Innovative Community
Engagement segments.
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Congress' revival journey: It's all
ACCUSATION, EVIDENCE,
about making the right beginning
ACQUAINTANCE

T

wenty persons, accused in the 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots, have been acquitted by a local court here. Additional
district and sessions judge, Baburam, acquitted them on Monday saying that the prosecution had failed to provide evidence against
them. District government counsel (DGC)
Rajeev Sharma said that all the witnesses
and complainant turned hostile in the matter. Giving details, additional district government counsel (ADGC) Narendra Sharma
said that Sirajuddin, a resident of Kutbi village, lodged a complaint at Shahpur police
station on September 8, 2013, alleging that a
mob had burned down their homes, tried to
kill them and looted their valuables. The
Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing the
riots cases had filed a charge sheet against 21
people under IPC's sections 436 (mischief by
fire or explosive substance with intent to
destroy house,), 392 (robbery), 386 (extortion
by putting a person in fear of death or grievous hurt) and 295 (deliberate and malicious
acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of
any class). One person died during the pendency of the case. According to sources, in the
last eight years, 1,117 people accused in 97
cases related to murder, rape, robbery and
arson connected with the 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots have been acquitted due
to lack of evidence or witnesses turning hostile. The police had registered 510 cases and
arrested 1,480 people in connection with the
riots. After investigation, the SIT filed charge
sheets in 175 cases. As many as 60 people
were killed and more than 50,000 displaced
during the Muzaffarnagar riots that took a
communal turn.

NIRENDRA DEV

o not be surprised if another veteran Congressman, Lal
Thanhawla from Mizoram , also
steps aside like Capt Amarinder Singh
in Punjab. The Congress high command is already making moves to
replace the 83-year-old Congress veteran, who also holds the distinction of
being Congress chief of his state since
1973.
Lal Thanhawla holds the record for
being the longest-serving Chief
Minister of Mizoram, occupying the
position for five terms -- 1984 to 1986,
1989 to 1993, 1993 to 1998, 2008 to
2013, and 2013 to 2018. In 1986, he
stepped aside facilitating the takeover
by former rebel leader Laldenga of
Mizo National Front (MNF) as part of
the famous Mizoram Accord inked by
the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
Well, there is no permanence in politics. Even Capt Amarinder Singh has
been a friend of the Rajiv-Sonia parivar,
but that did not prevent his ouster.
Politics is an unfinished journey. The
traverse in time and space involves trial
and error. This is what India's grand old
party, the Congress, has done in changing its Chief Minister in Punjab. This is
a province in north India where the
Congress remains immensely strong at
the grassroots despite electoral reverses
it suffered in different parts of the
country. Of course, it has lost elections
to the Akalis, but could also make
comeback. In states like UP, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal it is not taking
any strides towards its revival.
The Congress strategy rides on the
hope that it will return to power in
Punjab and also re-start its journey to
reclaim past glory and take the fight
into the 'enemy' camp. The 'enemy
camp' is the saffron party and its two
leaders Narendra Modi and Amit Shah.
But will it succeed in achieving this
milestone challenging India's Prime
Minister as undisputed mass leader?
With some of these innocuous but vital
questions, the party has also played the
'Dalit card' and banked on Charanjjit
Singh Channi. However, there are skirmishes as party's 'Hindu MP', courtesy
Ambika Soni, has questioned the very
motive arguing whether the 'Dalit face'
should be only a stopgap arrangement.
This is not unusual when Jakhar has

D

presumably missed the top post on the
issue of Sikh-Hindu identity. For some
time around 2018 Punjab was alone
among Indian states where Congress
had a Chief Minister. But now the 79year-old veteran has been replaced. By
that logic, Lal Thanhawla must quit as
he is four-years older than Amarinder
Singh. In 2023, when Mizoram
Congress gets ready to take on MNF
regime, Lal Thanhawla would be 85.
Had the year 2021 been circa 2018,
they could have survived. That year,
Rahul decided to bank on Ashok
Gehlot and Kamal Nath and pushed the
young generation into playing second
fiddle. The Rajasthan fort still remains
'guarded' but the central Indian state
has been lost. The Congress also lost
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who is now comfortable 'flying' as India's Civil Aviation
Minister.
The big picture scenario from Punjab
points to something significant. In
making a Dalit the Chief Minister of
India's agri-rich food bowl province,
the Congress leadership has given a
bigger message to the vast Dalit community across the nation. An estimated
17 per cent of Indians are Dalits and
these include Sikhs. There is sizeable
Christian population, who also want
social and community recognition as
'Dalit Christians'. There is something
known as the 'soul of the Congress
party'. That 'soul' is yearning for the
uplift of Dalits and other deprived sections. The Congress is working to a plan
towards that and has been making
nationwide attempts to win back Dalits
which for multiple reasons deserted the
party over the last two-or-three
decades. Earlier this year, Rahul Gandhi
personally took the initiative to make a
Dalit -- Mallikarjun Kharge -- the new
Leader of Opposition in the Rajya

Sabha. Importantly, Kharge was given
the post replacing former Chief
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, who again has
been a longtime family loyalist. In 1998
when Sonia Gandhi took over as party
president staging a coup against 'harmless' Sitaram Kesri, Azad was her points
person. Dalits make up at least 20 per
cent of the population in Uttar Pradesh.
The challenge before the Congress is to
stay relevant to fight Modi and the BJP
in 2024. Besides fighting the BJP, the
Congress has to get back its 'national
rhythm and appetite' to fight Modi in
2024. Otherwise, regional leaders such
as Mamata Banerjee, who won majorly
against BJP in Bengal in May 2021, will
come forward to take on Modi pushing
Congress down the ladder. Once state
elections are over in Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka, there could be more regional contestants.
The Congress faces a major challenge in the form of factionalism.
However, 'factionalism' is in the 'inherent' culture of the party. In northeastern states too such as Nagaland and
Meghalaya, factionalism is prevalent in
a big way. It was sheer factionalism that
led to Congress debacle in Assam polls
early this year. In poll-bound Manipur,
the Congress-like menace of factionalism is reflected even in the BJP.
However, there are chances of Congress
success there. The buzz in Imphal is
that many BJP and NDA MLAs are in
touch with the Congress. The formal
anointment of Vincent Pala as new
state unit chief in Meghalaya has been
opposed by a powerful faction led by
former Chief Minister Mukul Sangma.
To counter these trends and forge
ahead on its journey of revival, the
Congress will have to bank on its old
virtues.

BIDEN PLAYS DOWN CHANCES
OF UK-US TRADE PACT
New York|Agencies

U

S President Joe Biden has
played down the chances of a
post-Brexit free trade deal
between his government and the
UK, as he held talks with Boris
Johnson at the White House.
Biden said he would discuss the
issue "a little bit" with the UK prime
minister, adding: "We're going to
have to work that through."
Downing Street said a direct deal
with the US remained his "priority".
However, UK ministers have been
pondering joining an existing North
American trade pact instead, the
BBC reported.
iden and Johnson also discussed
Northern Ireland, climate change
and Afghanistan during the 90minute meeting.
The UK is keen to strike free trade
deals around the world in the wake
of leaving the European Union's sin-

gle market, including with the US,
with which annual trade was worth
an estimated $273 billio in 2019.
A deal would encourage more
business between the two countries

FBI Director warns Taliban takeover
could inspire extremists in US
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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BI Director
Christopher Wray has
warned that the
Taliban takeover in
Afghanistan could inspire a
new wave of extremism in
the US, The Hill reported.
Wray testified before the
Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs
Committee that extremist
groups have never stopped
plotting attacks on US soil.
"We are concerned that,
with developments in
Afghanistan, among other
things, that there will be
more inspiration to the first
bucket," Wray told the committee. "So I think we anticipate, unfortunately, growth
in both categories as we
look ahead over the next
couple of years."
This comes as National
Counterterrorism Center

Director Christine Abizaid
also testified to the committee that the terrorism threat
to the country is less "acute"
than it was two decades ago,
the report said.
Abizaid also said that US
officials have been monitoring how terror groups al
Qaeda and ISIS could
rebuild their forces and conduct an attack on the US.
"In the wake of our withdrawal, the question is, at
what point does that regional threat build to a capability
and intent that is focused
externally and particularly
focused on the homeland?"
Abizaid said, as per the
report. "I would say from an
intelligence community perspective, that's one of our
highest priorities, is just to
monitor and assess the
degree to which those
groups actually present an
external threat."

by making it cheaper, usually by
reducing or eliminating taxes called
tariffs. Johnson, echoing Biden,
downplayed chances of securing
agreement with the US before the

next general election, saying: "The
Americans do negotiate very hard."
Environment Secretary George
Eustice told Sky News: "We still very
much hope to be able to put together an agreement with the United
States. We are not putting timescales
on it."
"It's just not a priority for the US
administration," he added.
Johnson highlighted the decision
to lift the ban on British beef, and
Downing Street is increasingly confident that there could soon be a
favourable decision lifting the export
ban on lamb. Speaking to reporters
in the Oval Office before the talks,
Biden said: "We're going to talk a little bit about trade today and we're
going to have to work that through."
He did not counter the assertion
from his predecessor Barack Obama
that the UK would have to join "the
back of the queue" in seeking a trade
deal after Brexit.

A riveting volume on post-Independence
Indian cricketing history
s the Indian cricket team prepares for a transition to a new head coach and a change of guard
in the shortest format, its story is, in so many
ways, the story of the nation itself. It is also a game that
has inspired some of the most insightful writing across
all genres. "Indian Innings" (Westland) collects some
of the finest samples of this writing, thoughtfully curated by Ayaz Memon, one of India's foremost sports
journalists.
It's all done in stages
In his own magisterial introduction, Memon traces
the development of the sport in a newly independent
country up to the 1970s, a decade of inflection points
that dramatically altered Indian cricket. From K.N.
Prabhu to P.N. Sundaresan and Dicky Rutnagar to
Ramachandra Guha and Suresh Menon - those years
of famous victories and of the Spin Quartet come alive.
The Prudential Cup victory, the legends that were
Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil Dev, the Tied Test of 1986,
the influence of television - voices as diverse as Raj
Singh Dungarpur, Shashi Tharoor, Anil Dharker and
Rajdeep Sardesai - capture the historic 1980s.
The post-1990s years have seen a profusion of cricketing riches for India. The Tendulkar Era, the epic
Eden Gardens win in 2001, the 2007 T20 World Cup
win, the emergence of the IPL, the 2011 World Cup
win, the Dhoni captaincy era, the victory in Australia
in 2021 and much more all feature in the essays of
some of India's finest sports writers, like Rohit
Brijnath, Sambit Bal and Sharda Ugra.
Equally, the book wrestles with the game's difficult
history. The 'Summer of 42' (the score at which India
capitulated at Lords in 1974), the match-fixing issue,
the Greg Chappell saga, the Lalit Modi affair and more
are addressed in pieces by Bishan Singh Bedi,
Aniruddha Bahal, Pradeep Magazine, Sriram Veera,
among others.
To round off these fine offerings is Clayton
Murzello's carefully prepared 'Milestones' section a
superb snapshot view of the last 75 years.
As complete a picture of post-independence cricketing history as one could hope for, this riveting volume
promises hours of reading pleasure for every cricket
fan.
Ayaz Memon is an Indian journalist, columnist and
author who writes on sports, politics, and social issues.
A lawyer by qualification, he chose journalism over
law, starting his career with Sportsweek and went on
to edit newspapers like Mid-Day, Bombay Times and
DNA apart from being Editor of Sportsweek and Sports
Editor of The Times of India and The Independent at
various stages of his 42-year-long career.
Memon has authored the "Wills Book of Excellence:
One-Day Cricket" and "Thunder Down Under", and
co-authored "India 50 The Making of a Nation"
released on the 50th anniversary of Indian
Independence. He has also been a commentator for
sports channels and an analyst on various issues for
news channels.
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Erdogan tones down reference
to Kashmir in UN speech
T
United Nations|Agencies

urkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has again raised the Kashmir issue at
the United Nations, but his statement
was milder compared to those he made the
previous two years.
"We maintain stand in favour of solving the
ongoing problem in Kashmir for 74 years
through dialogue between the parties and
within the framework of relevant United
Nations resolutions," he said on Tuesday in
his speech at the General Assembly's summit.
But last year he had described the Kashmir
situation as a "burning issue" and criticised
the abolition of the special status for Kashmir.
And in 2019, Erdogan had said that
"despite the resolutions adopted, Kashmir is
still besieged and eight million people are
stuck in Kashmir," he said referring to the
Indian union territory.
That year Mahathir Mohamad, who was
then the Prime Minister of Malaysia joined
Erdogan in bringing up Kashmir. He said in
a virulent statement that India "invaded and
occupied" Kashmir. But with the change in
government, Malaysia did not bring up
Kashmir last year. Reacting to Erdogan's
statement in 2019, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi cancelled a scheduled visit to Turkey.
India maintains that under the Simla
Agreement of 1972 between Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who
was at that time the president of Pakistan,
Kashmir is a bilateral matter and should not
be internationalised.
In his speech on Tuesday, Erdogan also
made a mild reference to the problems
faced by the Uighur Muslim minority in
China. "Within China's territorial integrity
perspective, we do believe more effort need
to be displayed regarding the basic rights of
Muslim Uighur Turks," he said.
Members of the Uighur minority are being
placed in camps and face restrictions on
practicing their religion and their culture
and language overwhelmed by China's
majority.

I am not Donald Trump: Biden assures UNGA
United Nations|Agencies
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t wasn't that Joe Biden vacated the time-tested plank of
America First outright. No resident of 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue can. But blame it on the pummelling he and
Kamala Harris got on their messy exit from Kabul or the
frontal challenge to their authority from Paris, US President
Joe Biden wore multilateralism on his sleeve at his debut
address to the UN General Assembly (UNGA).
He wasn't the global sheriff that Donald Trump, his predecessor, woke up believing every morning. Instead, Biden
delivered on Tuesday as if he were an elder sibling. One who
needed every other kid in the global family to chip in if the
ship must not sink. Yes, sink irretrievably it could in 10 years,
he feared.
If Trump despised Anthony Fauci and the science gang no
matter how much sense they made on a spiraling pandemic
and he kicked and screamed against a mask over his beautiful face (DT's formulation), Biden was, quite rightly, wide
awake to how Covid-19 had changed "the world and
America" forever.
If Trump finally took to venting frustration on the World
Health Organization and even threatening to pull America
out, Biden didn't see the UNGA as the time and place to
weave in WHO or Xi's deadly lab in Wuhan. The bats and
their handlers seemed consigned to "wars of the past".
Biden's 36-minutes were centered around wars of the future,
Covid-19, and mutations still unknown, occupying centre

stage.
Related, the commitment to mount more and more ferries
stacked with US-made vaccines for those living in the impoverished parts of our planet. No strings attached.
Even as Trump disenfranchised from Twitter and
Facebook, hence without a presidential megaphone to curse
the UN, the EU, the WHO, et al, isn't half as much fun, this US
President did a 180-degree change of line: "America is back
on the table." Not just with NATO or even with the EU, the
ASEAN or even the Quad, but most unequivocally, with those
who differ with it.At the centre of this were poverty, health
and climate change. Here too, no broad brushing the
American way or pontificating to the developing world, but
promising to put real dollars on the table to fight these wars

without borders. And most certainly to showing up at
Glasgow for COP26 a few weeks from now.
The ageing lion sought to use wisdom. Brute force, even in
rhetoric, went amiss as if mindful of the new lion waiting
behind on a video link. Discretion, not valour, seemed
Biden's underpinning on competition with Xi in theatres as
diverse as cyber and South China Sea, biotech and 5G.
Let there be no Cold War, @POTUS46 offered, hopeful of
healthy competition and global rules. Xi's words may be just
as sagacious. But even those applauding Beijing's niceties
from a relic of the mid-1940s know that the Middle Kingdom
knows exactly where it wants to be: epicentre of everything in
the world.
As the camera panned to the delegation from Kabul, Biden
sought to deflect attention from the ham-handed exit into
presenting a nation not mired in a war for the first time in 20
years. No melancholy over the trouncing. Just to assure himself, he ticked a dozen boxes on conflict zones across the
planet, made the right noises on Tehran and Pyongyang, but
it seemed clear that America is done with getting its boys
killed. Biden's chinooks won't airdrop the marines unilaterally, his armadas in the Indo-Pacific may snarl but they won't
bite. Unless he has the company of allies and partners and
the battle has a do-able goal.
Welcome to Biden's America. One with a deeper self-realisation of limitations. Muted swagger and in retreat from "ekla
chalo re" (read: my-way-or-the-highway) to "Vasudaiva
Kutumbakam"
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maharashtra
Most atrocities against women happen
in BJP-ruled states: Maha Congress
Bhopal, Thursday, September 23, 2021

AFTER GOVERNOR, BJP WOMEN MLAS
WRITE TO MAHA CM ON SECURITY
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

day after the "letter
war between the
Maharashtra
Governor and the Chief
Minister flared up in public
domain, opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party's
women legislators on
Wednesday jumped into the
arena, expressing concern
over the security of women
in the state.
A group of 12 women
MLAs shot off a letter to
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on the issue
while Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis
slammed him for "politicising the issue". The women
asked the Chief Minister
that since law and order is a
state subject, why was he
attempting to shirk responsibility by "always pointing a
finger at the Centre" instead of tackling the situation here with a firm hand.
Claiming that
Maharashtra tops the country in matters of atrocities
against females, the women
MLAs said his assertion that

such things happen even in
other states, is not a matter
of pride for anyone.
Objecting to Thackeray's
demand for a special session of Parliament to discuss
the issue, the woman legislators said it would not be a
matter of pride if the state's
image is tarnished before
the whole country when its
record is read out.
Citing an example, the
letter said that a minor girl
was brutally raped in
Parbhani and later she committed suicide by consuming poison, and said when
the women of the state are
living in extreme insecurity,
the CM was busy drawing

comparisons with other
states. "We feel that by your
reply to the Governor, you
have made a mockery of the
oppressed women in the
state," said the letter, urging
him to take necessary measures on the issue of
women's safety.
The BJP legislators who
signed the letter include:
Madhuri Misal, Vidya
Thakur, Devyani Farande,
Manisha Choudhary, Seema
Hire, Shweta Mahale-Patil,
Meghana Sakore-Bordikar,
Dr Namita Mundada,
Manda Mhatre, Bharati
Lovekar, Monika Rajale, and
Mukta Tilak.

The Maharashtra Congress
on Wednesday said that
maximum cases of atrocities against women are
recorded in Bharatiya
Janata Party-ruled states
and endorsed Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray's suggestion to
convene a special four-day
session of Parliament to
discuss the issue.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

C

iting the latest official data in
the NCRB-2020 Report,
Congress state Spokesperson
and General Secretary Sachin Sawant
said that the crimes against women
were highest in Maharashtra during
the tenure of the BJP's ex-Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis - who
also handled the home department but now the atrocities have significantly reduced under the current
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) rule.

His comments came a day after a
battle royale erupted over Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari's letter to
Thackeray urging him to call a special
session of the Maharashtra
Legislature to discuss law and order
and women's safety issues in the state
in the aftermath of the brutal rapecum-murder of a 32-year-old woman
at Sakinaka on September 10.
"The NCRB statistics say that Uttar
Pradesh is again at the forefront in
atrocities on women. Other BJP-ruled
states like Assam, Madhya Pradesh,

Porn film case: SC breather to actor
Gehana Vasisth from arrest
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Supreme Court on Wednesday granted
protection from arrest to actor Gehana
Vasisth in connection with the porn film
case that has till now witnessed several arrests,
including that of Bollywood actress Shilpa
Shetty's husband Raj Kundra.
Advocate Ajit Wagh, representing Vasisth,
contended before a bench comprising justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and BR Gavai that the prosecution had said they need custody citing a
pornography racket had to be unearthed. He
added that the first FIR was based on a tip and
Yasmin was caught.
Wagh contended that larger investigation
going on and the police found that the petitioner was a friend of Yasmin. "Gehana has been in
custody for 133 days. Charge sheet has been
filed in the first FIR. Material is all the same," he
said.
Three FIRs were filed against Vasisth for making pornographic content and uploading them
on certain OTT platforms. She has secured bail
in the two FIRs. In July, the Mumbai Police
Crime branch filed the third FIR. After hearing

arguments in the matter, the top court ordered
that Vasisth should not be arrested in the third

Scrap NEET for Maharashtra: Nana Patole to CM
In a letter to Uddhav
Thackeray, Patole
said that students
should be given
admission on the
basis of their state
board exam marks.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

M

aharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee
chief Nana Patole on
Tuesday said that NEET has
become like the Vyapam
scam and asked Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
to scrap NEET for

Maharashtra. In a letter to
Thackeray, Patole said that
students should be given
admission on the basis of
their state board exam marks.
Addressing reporters at the
state Congress headquarters
in Dadar, Patole said that
NEET papers were being
leaked and some candidates
were using dummies. He said
that 16 lakh students
appeared for NEET and
many irregularities were
reported. Incidents of paper
leak took place in Nagpur,
Jaipur and other places.
He also said that students
of CBSE and other central
examinations got higher

marks than the ones passing
state board examinations,
and cited figures to prove his
point.
Patole backed Thackeray
in opposing Governor BS
Koshiyari's suggestion for a
two-day Assembly session to
discuss women's safety. He
said that the security of
women is a national issue,
hence a four-day session of
Parliament must be called.
He said that Raj Bhavan had
become a BJP office.
Patole alleged that Mahant
Narendra Giri's death was
very serious, and demanded
President's rule in Uttar
Pradesh.

FIR and she should also join the investigation
whenever required.
On September 7, the Bombay High Court had
rejected the anticipatory bail plea filed by
Vasisth. She had moved the anticipatory bail
application apprehending arrest in the FIR registered under various sections of the Indian
Penal Code, which included outraging modesty
of woman, sale of obscene material. Today, the
top court stayed the Bombay High Court order
which had rejected the anticipatory bail plea
filed by her.
The case was filed after the police received a
complaint claiming that Vasisth, who was
allegedly the director of porn films, lured
women with money to act in "obscene film
videos". The woman, who had made the compliant, alleged that she was coerced to act in
obscene videos for Vasisth's films, which were
uploaded on a mobile application.
Businessman Raj Kundra, who is also an
accused in another FIR filed in connection with
the porn film case, was granted bail by the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Mumbai, earlier this
week.

NCP LEADER FILES FIR AGAINST LOP
FOR REMARKS AGAINST WOMEN
Pune:An FIR was registered in Pune against the leader
of Opposition in the Maharashtra legislative council and
senior BJP leader Pravin Darekar for his remarks against
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) which had alleged
objectionable reference to women.
Darekar, while speaking at a public function in Shirur
in Pune district recently, had criticised the NCP, which is
part of the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi in Maharashtra.
Pune-based NCP leader Rupali Chakankar filed an FIR,
following which, Darekar was booked under Indian
Penal Code Section 509 which pertains to "word, gesture
or act intended to insult the modesty of woman".
"Darekar's remarks in Shirur had objectionable references to women. Since then, the women across the state
have condemned these remarks. But instead of apologising, Darekar said he does not give importance to it. I
have filed an FIR against him at Sinhagad Road police
station." Chakankar said in a video she tweeted
Wednesday.

Haryana and Karnataka are also
ahead. UP leads in cases of gang
rape-cum-murders while Assam is
the highest with 154/100,000 incidents of atrocities against women
recorded," said Sawant.
Referring to Maharashtra, he said
during the 'Ram Rajya' of Fadnavis'
rule, the number of such cases of
crimes against women shot up from
31,216 in 2015 to 37,144 in 2019 and it
proved to be the 'dark era' for women.
In sharp contrast, during the MVA
rule of Thackeray, the figures have

Maharashtra TET 2021
Postponed, Exam on October 31
The admit cards for the Maharashtra TET 2021 will be released on the
official website of the council on October 14.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra State
Council of
Examination, Pune, has
deferred the date of the
Maharashtra Teacher
Eligibility Test (MAHA TET)
2021 and it will now be conducted on October 31. It was
earlier scheduled for October
10.
The new date was released
by the council on its official
website in an official notice
dated September 20 along
with other details about the
examination. The admit
cards for the Maharashtra
TET 2021 will be released on
the official website of the
council on October 14. The
Maharashtra TET 2021 application process began on
August 3 and ended on
September 7. Both papers I

Team Absolute|Shirdi:

T

he police in
Maharashtra's
Ahmednagar district
have arrested six persons for
allegedly defaming the chairman and a member of Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust
(SSST) committee by sharing
CCTV footage of their inspection at the temple in Shirdi
and passing it off as a Covid19 violation, an official said
on Wednesday.
According to the police,
the accused had shared photos, CCTV footage and content about the chairman and

The by-polls were necessitated following the death of Congress MP Rajiv Satav in
May. The Congress has fielded senior leader Rajni Patil as its candidate.
he BJP's decision to field Sanjay Upadhyay, hailing
from Basti in Uttar Pradesh, for the Rajya Sabha bypolls in Maharashtra is seen as a strategy to woo
north Indian voters ahead of the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and UP assembly elections in 2022.
The by-polls were necessitated following the death of
Congress MP Rajiv Satav in May. The Congress has fielded
senior leader Rajni Patil as its candidate.
Upadhyay is the BJP Mumbai general secretary. A loyal
worker, he has always retained a low profile, preferring to
work in the background. Upadhyay said, "I am grateful to
the party leaders for considering my candidature for the
Rajya Sabha polls."
Although the selection of Upadhyay came as a surprise
to many in the organisation, insiders indicate it was a tactical move to convey a larger message both within Mumbai
and Uttar Pradesh. At the core was the north Indian vote
bank, they say.
The BMC elections are scheduled for February 2022 and
Uttar Pradesh assembly elections for February-March 2022.
The BJPs decision to contest Rajya Sabha by-polls has

T

and II of the Maharashtra
TET will be conducted on
the same day but in different
shifts. Paper I will be held on
October 31, 2021, from 10:30
am to 1 pm, and paper II on
October 31 from 2 pm to 4
pm. While paper I is for
those willing to teach classes
1 to 5, and paper II is for
classes 6 to 8. The eligibility
test is meant for candidates
interested in teaching jobs in
various government schools
across Maharashtra.
Candidates who manage to

clear the exam will be issued
a Maharashtra TET pass
which is a prerequisite for
applying for teaching jobs in
schools in the state.
Paper I covers questions
on Mathematics, English
Marathi, Campus Study,
Environmental Studies,
Child Phycology and
Pedagogy. In Paper II, the
topics include English,
Marathi, Social Science,
Mathematics, Child
Psychology and Pedagogy.

Six held for defaming Shirdi temple
trust committee chairman, member

BJP plays North Indian card by fielding
Sanjay Upadhyay for RS by-poll
Team Absolute|Mumbai

shown a significant dip - to 31,954 in
2020 compared with the previous
year (37,144 in 2019), Sawant pointed
out. Following the Governor's recent
suggestion, Thackeray had hit back
on Monday, asking the former to
request Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to convene a special session of
parliament to debate the growing
crimes against women. In the stinging letter-in-reply to Koshyari,
Thackeray also listed specific
instances of dastardly crimes in UP,
the grim crime scenario in the PM's
home state of Gujarat, the increasing
crimes in the Governor's home state
Uttarakhand, Delhi where the law
and order control vests with the
Centre, the BJP-supported Bihar, and
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
under Central jurisdiction, to justify
his claim.
"We are also extremely concerned
about the safety of women in all the
BJP-ruled states. We endorse the
CM's proposal... We want that the
anti-women BJP, due to the RSS,
should also support this demand,"
urged Sawant.

invited criticism from political rival Congress. The senior
Congress Revenue Minister Balasaheb Thorat said, "In
Maharashtra, whenever a sitting MP passed away, generally political parties refrained from contesting. Instead, we
ensured the polls were held without a contest. It was a
goodwill gesture. Unfortunately, BJP is going ahead with its
own politics."
Citing an example of the past Thorat said, "In 2006,
when BJP leader Pramod Mahajan died, Congress and
NCP took a decision not to field a candidate against BJP for
by-polls."
A senior vice president in state BJP said, "Had the
Congress fielded someone from Rajiv Satav's family, we
would have withdrawn from the contest. But Congress has
fielded Rajni Patil who is a former MP." However, it is not
going to be easy for BJP as Rajani Patil has the support of
NCP and Shiv Sena.
The 288 members in the state legislative assembly form
the electoral college for Rajya Sabha polls. The BJP with
105 seats is the single-largest party. Congress (44,) NCP
(54) and Shiv Sena (56) together add up to 154 seats.
Smaller parties and independents together constitute 29
members.

committee member's administrative visit to the temple
with YouTube media channels and tried to pass it off as
a Covid-19 violation.
The principal district and
sessions judge of
Ahmednagar is the chairman
of the temple committee,
while the assistant charity
commissioner is a member
of the trust. The police on
Tuesday arrested Rajendra
Jagtap, an administrative officer of the temple trust, Vinod
Kote, in-charge of the temple's CCTV department, temple trust employee Chetak

Sable, Ajit Jagtap, an officebearer of temple trust's
employee's society and
Sachin Gavhane and Rahul
Funde, both part-time
employees of the trust, the
official said.
A case has been registered
against the accused under
sections 501 (printing or
engraving matter known to
be defamatory), 408 (criminal breach of trust by clerk or
servant) and other relevant
provisions of the IPC,
Information Technology Act
and Officials Secrets Act, he
said.

Maharashtra political climate heats up
ahead of February local body polls
The MVA government seems to have
taken a leaf out of
Mamata Banerjee's
feud with the Centre
in its dealing with
the BJP. So, if the
ED, IT and CBI conduct probes on MVA
leaders like Anil
Deshmukh, Anil
Parab and others,
then the state uses
the Anti Corruption
Bureau.
olitical parties in
Maharashtra are not taking the local body polls,
scheduled for next February,
lightly. A highly vitiated
atmosphere is building up,
with a Union minister getting
arrested, a BJP leader being
detained in his home when
he tried to register a police
complaint, ED and IT raids
against ministers - dramatic
moves almost similar to the
build-up to the recent West
Bengal polls. The Mumbai,

P

Thane, Nashik and Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation will go to polls in
February.
On Sunday, the Mumbai
police briefly detained BJP
leader Kirit Somaiya after he
said he would file a case of
corruption before the
Kolhapur police against NCP
minister Hasan Mushrif.
Somaiya's detention at his
home made the BJP workers
come all out in support of
him. They called his detention
illegal and a sign of 'emergency'.
Somaiya has been raising
allegations of corruption
against several Shiv Sena and
NCP ministers and had asked
the ED and IT to investigate
cases against NCP ministers
like Mushrif and Shiv Sena
minister Anil Parab. He has
also spoken of financial irregularities in a land deal involving the chief minister's wife
Rashmi Thackeray.
State BJP chief
Chandrakant Patil has now
said that two more Congress
ministers' dubious financial
dealings will be 'exposed' by
the BJP in the coming days.

hollywood

06
Bhopal, Thursday, September 23, 2021

WITH NEW FORMAT, GRAMMY
NOMINEES TO BE UNVEILED
ON NOV 22
New York | Agencies
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T

he 2022 Grammy nominations will be announced on
November 23, the Recording Academy announced.
The unveiling takes place just two days before
Thanksgiving, as they were last year, reports
Variety.com.This year's roster could be significantly
different from ones in recent years, as the Academy has eliminated the "secret" nominating committees of artistes, creators
and industry experts that curated the final lists over the past
couple of decades.
Now, the final nominees ostensibly will be chosen by the
broader Grammy voting body. The move and a subsequent
overhaul of the Academy's awards team was made after last
year's controversial nominations, which inexplicably saw the
Weeknd, who'd had one of the most successful albums of
the year and, with 'Blinding Lights', one of the most successful singles of the 2000s, receiving no nominations whatsoever.The 2022 awards will have a 13-month eligibility period, due to industry delays caused by the pandemic.
Earlier this week, Variety also confirmed that the
Academy is pausing two honorary
awards programmes, the
Grammy Hall of Fame
and its special merit
awards, for one year.
The former is
being delayed to
revise its
process and
the
Academy
plans to
relaunch it

SABAN FILMS LAS
PICKS UP NICHOAN
CAGE'S AMERIC
C
I
P
E
R
E
I
T
N
O
R
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next year; the latter is being delayed because last
year's honorees have not yet been properly acknowledged. That news was first reported by Billboard.
The Grammy Awards return to Los Angeles' Staples Center on
January 31, 2022, and will broadcast live on the CBS Television
Network and stream live and on demand on Paramount+.

BRITNEY
SPEARS NETFLIX
DOCUMENTARY TO EXPLORE
CONSERVATORSHIP

'
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Los Angeles | Agencies

A

documentary based on pop singer Britney Spears is one
step closer to the screen and will be on Netflix.A trailer
teaser for the film 'Britney Vs. Spears' confirms, reports
variety.com.
In the 18-second clip, Spears is heard leaving a message
for an attorney in 2009. A trailer is expected to drop on Wednesday,
Los Angeles | Agencies
September 22 and the documentary itself on September 28 ahead
of Spears' next court date on September 29.The documentary is
mmy-winning culinary combeing directed by Erin Lee Carr and has been underway for
petition 'Top Chef' has moved
more than a year.The documentary is said to center around
from Portland to Houston for
Spears' highly-unusual conservatorship, and will feature key
its 19th edition.Production has begun
figures in Spears' orbit.It is unclear, though highly unlikely that
there, and the show will premiere next
Spears herself will appear in the project, given how closely
year.
guarded she has been from media opportunities throughout
Indian American model, TV host,
the course of her conservatorship. Earlier this month,
author and activist Padma Lakshmi along
Spears' father Jamie asked a judge to end her 13-year conwith Tom Colicchio and Gail Simmons are
servatorship. Of his daughter, an attorney wrote in the
all returning to adjudicate the new group of
request, "If Ms. Spears wants to terminate the consercheftestants.Also coming back will be a variavatorship and believes that she can handle her own
tion of last season's 'Top Chef' all-star judging
life, Mr. Spears believes that she should get that
panel, in which alumni of the show joined its
chance."News of the Netflix doc follows Hulu's
bubble as guest judges and mentors.
"Framing Britney Spears," which was disThe idea was born out of pre-Covid vaccine necessitributed in collaboration with FX as part
ty, but proved to be popular with the show's fans.
of "The New York Times Presents"
Tiffany Derry, Hung Huynh, Stephanie Izard, Melissa
series.
King, Kristen Kish, Kwame Onwuachi, Sam Talbot, Brooke
Williamson and Claudette Zepeda are among the alumni

E

Lil Nas X: 'Sent
'Industry Baby' song
to Nicki Minaj, she
didn't reply'

S19 helmed by Padma Lakshmi

to be shot in Houston
who will appear on 'Top Chef' 19th season, with more
names to be announced later.
Houston chef Dawn Burrell, who was a runner-up last
season, will also appear as one of the returning alumni.
Season 9 of 'Top Chef' filmed in several cities in Texas
such as Austin, San Antonio and Dallas but did not go to
Houston.Bravo provided a statement from Sylvester Turner,
the mayor of Houston, about the show's arrival there. "I
cannot think of a more perfect pairing than 'Top Chef' and
the City of Houston. Both represent a celebration of cuisine, culture and innovation," he said.
The statement further read: "We are proud of the diverse
community and unique heritage that makes our city such a
hot culinary destination -- from classics like Tex-Mex and
barbecue to local inventions like Viet-Cajun and Japanese
Tapas. "As any aTop Chef' contestant will tell you, the best
food is born out of passion, and Houstonians exemplify
this idea with every dish we create."

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

New York | Agencies

L

il Nas X revealed he had sent the 'Industry Baby' song to Nicki Minaj to get
her on his recent album 'Montero'. However, she did not reply to him,
reports Complex.com.
Following the release of his debut studio album, 'Montero', Lil Nas X took
to Twitter to interact with his fans and answer some lingering questions
surrounding the album.
Among the questions, X was asked which song he sent to Nicki Minaj
that he asked her to get on for the album. In a recent interview with The
Breakfast Club, the rapper revealed he sent a track to Nicki, but she didn't get back to him. He now reveals that the aforementioned song was
'Industry Baby' featuring Jack Harlow.
When asked why no black male
rappers are on
the album, Lil
Nas X also
revealed that Ski
Mask the Slump God
was almost on the
album, but he couldn't finish his verse by the time the album
needed to be turned in. The track features
Doja Cat.
Later on in the day, he also revealed that the reason he
hasn't popped up on more features for other artistes is that he
wants the moment to feel special when he does.
His debut studio album, 'Montero' was released on September 17, 2021.
American rapper and singer-songwriter Montero Lamar Hill is known by his
stage name Lil Nas X.
He rose to prominence with the release of his country rap single 'Old
Town Road', which first achieved viral popularity in early 2019 before climbing music charts internationally and becoming diamond certified by
November of that same year.

Erika Jayne
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IPL Delhi continue their good form, register
2021: commanding win over Hyderabad
Dubai | Agencies

D

elhi Capitals produced
an all-round performance to thrash Sunrisers
Hyderabad by eight
wickets at the Dubai
International Stadium on
Wednesday. After the bowlers kept
Hyderabad to a below-par 134/9 in
20 overs, Delhi made an easy task of
a chase of 135 with 13 balls to spare.
The win also takes Delhi to top of
the points table with 14 points from
nine matches while Hyderabad
remains at the bottom with just two
points from eight matches.
Delhi's chase began well with
opener Shikhar Dhawan picking
boundaries on both sides of the
wicket off Bhuvneshwar Kumar in
the second over. Prithvi Shaw joined
the party with boundaries against
Khaleel Ahmed. But the left-arm
pacer had the last laugh as he foxed
Shaw with a slower delivery. Shaw's
mistimed hoick was pouched by
captain Kane Williamson taking a
sensational catch by running back
from mid-on.Shaw's dismissal didn't
deter Dhawan from playing his freeflowing game. Williamson rotated
his bowlers but none of them were
able to stop Dhawan's run-scoring
spree. Rashid Khan, slog swept for a
six by Dhawan in his opening over,
broke the 52-run partnership by getting the left-hander caught at deep
square leg while going for the
sweep.Shreyas Iyer, playing a com-

petitive match after six months,
scored his first boundary of the
night with a six dispatched over
deep mid-wicket off Rashid Khan in
the ninth over. Iyer smashed
Sandeep Sharma for consecutive
boundaries in the 14th over to keep
the asking rate in check.
Rishabh Pant, who survived a
run-out chance off Manish Pandey
in the 16th over, smashed
Bhuvneshwar Kumar with a pull
over deep mid-wicket before taking
a boundary through fine leg and a
six over deep mid-wicket off Ahmed
to take Delhi closer to the target.
Iyer finished off things in style with a
pull over long-on off Jason Holder to
consign Hyderabad to their seventh
loss of the tournament.
Earlier, Hyderabad had a horror
start with David Warner out for duck
off Anrich Nortje on third ball of the
innings. Trying to flick towards legside, Warner got a leading edge

caught by Axar Patel at point.
Wriddhiman Saha (18) played some
eye-catchy boundaries, including a
six with a wristy flick over deep midwicket off Kagiso Rabada in the fifth
over. But on the final ball, Rabada
had the last laugh as Saha mistimed
a pull and top-edge flew to Dhawan
at mid-wicket.Williamson (18)
looked scratchy and was far from his
best. After surviving two dropped
chances in a span of five balls,
Williamson tried to go big against
Patel. But his loft came off the toeend of the bat and was caught by
Shimron Hetmyer at long-off running to his right. One brought two
for Delhi as Rabada followed
Manish Pandey (17) with a short

Brief scores :
Sunrisers Hyderabad 134/9 in 20 overs (Abdul Samad 28, Rashid Khan
22, Kagiso Rabada 3/37, Anrich Nortje 2/12) lost to Delhi Capitals
139/2 in 17.5 overs (Shreyas Iyer 47 not out, Shikhar Dhawan 42,
Rashid Khan 1/26, Khaleel Ahmed 1/33) by eight wickets.

Zimbabwe's Sean Williams soars into
top-10 of T20I Rankings for all-rounders
Dubai|Agencies

Z

imbabwe's Sean Williams broke into the
top 10 of the ICC Men's T20I Player
Rankings for all-rounders, having played
a key role in their 2-1 series win over
Scotland.
Williams was the second-highest run-scorer for Zimbabwe with 89 runs at an average of
44.5 and a strike rate of 104.7, which included
a vital 60 not out in their 10-run win in the
second T20I.
In the same game, he also picked up the
wicket of Richie Berrington at a crucial juncture in the match that turned the game in
Zimbabwe's favour.
Williams' batting exploits also helped him
move 13 places up to the 78th spot in the
rankings for batters.
His teammate Richard Ngarava attained a
career-high ranking in the charts for bowlers,
moving up 43 places to the 36th spot after a
sensational showing with the ball. In the three
matches, he scalped four wickets at an economy of just 6.08. Fellow pacers Juke Jongwe
and Tendai Chatara, who were the joint-highest wicket-takers in the series, jumped 29 and
27 spots respectively to No.58 and No.90.

ball angled towards the body.
Cramped for room, Pandey tried to
flick awkwardly. But the ball took
the leading edge and Rabada moved
to his right to complete an easy
catch.Nortje's return into the attack
brought another wicket for Delhi,
with Kedar Jadhav (3) trapped
plumb in front of the wicket. Jadhav
sought a review but couldn't reverse
the decision. Hyderabad's problems
increased as Jason Holder (3) drove
straight to Shaw at cover off Patel.
Abdul Samad (28) hit Rabada for a
boundary on the first ball. But on
the next ball, Rabada removed
Samad with a short ball which he
tried to pull, only for the top-edge to
be pouched by Pant.
Rashid Khan cracked Rabada for
a six sliced over backward point followed by a four with a top-edge over
the keeper in the same over, collecting some crucial runs for his team.
But Khan's bid to lend some
respectability to the total was
stopped by a run-out from Steve
Smith. Pant's accurate throw on the
final ball of the innings caught
Sandeep Sharma short of the crease,
bringing Hyderabad's innings to a
close on a day when they couldn't
break free from the sustained pressure by Delhi's bowlers.

Tahuhu, Green shine as New
Zealand keep ODI series alive
Leicester | Agencies

Brief scores

L

ea Tahuhu's five-wicket
haul and a breezy
unbeaten 19 helped
New Zealand Women defeat
England by three wickets and
bring the tourists back in the
five-match One-day
International series at the
Grace Road ground here on
Tuesday evening.
England lead the series 21. Needing a victory to keep
the series alive, New Zealand
elected to field first and
restricted England to 178
with Tahuhu taking 5/37.
Tahuhu stepped up again in
the chase, scoring an unbeaten 19 alongside 'Player of the
Match' Maddy Green (70 not
out) as the tourists got home
in the 46th over. Coming off
back-to-back defeats, New
Zealand made two changes
to their XI. Molly Penfold was
handed her ODI debut in
place of Jess Kerr while
Hayley Jensen replaced
Hannah Rowe. For England,
Nat Sciver was rested for the
game with Katherine Brunt
returning to the XI to replace
her. Tahuhu struck early and
regularly for New Zealand
with the new ball, removing
Tammy Beaumont (1),
Lauren Winfield-Hill (4),
Heather Knight (6) and
Sophia Dunkley (6) in her
first spell as England were
reduced to 27/4 before the
10th over. Debutant Penfold
then got in on the act, knock-

England Women 178 in
48.3 overs (K Brunt 49
not out; L Tahuhu 5/37)
lost to New Zealand
181/7 in 45.5 overs (M
Green 70 not out, A
Satterthwaite 33; K
Brunt 4/22) by 3
wickets.

ing over Amy Jones (21) and
Danni Wyatt (10) in consecutive overs, before Tahuhu
returned to register her maiden ODI five-for by cleaning
up Charlotte Dean (10), leaving England in a hole at 78/7
in the 23rd.
However, New Zealand
failed to clean up the tail.
Brunt and Sophie Ecclestone
(8) took England's score past
100 before the latter was
trapped in front of the
stumps by Leigh Kasperek
(1/28). Kate Cross then
joined Brunt in the middle
and the two put together a
vital 53-run stand for the
ninth wicket. Cross' knock of
29 came to an end when she
was caught backing up at the
non-striker's end. Brunt's
fierce drive flicked the fingers
of Kasperek and went on to
hit the stumps with Cross
short of her crease.
Tash Farrant and Brunt
added 24 runs for the final
wicket and took England to
178, who at one point were
78/7. Brunt finished unbeaten and a run short of a welldeserved half-century.

Brunt (4/22) continued her
fine match by striking twice
with the new ball, bowling
Suzie Bates (5) in the fifth
over and accounting for
Lauren Down (7) in the seventh to have New Zealand in
trouble at 13/2.
Green and Amy
Satterthwaite rebuilt the
innings in a 72-run stand
before the latter played Dean
(1/38) straight into the hands
of mid-off. Satterthwaite was
soon joined back in the pavilion by captain Sophie
Devine, whose stumps were
rattled by Brunt for three in
the 27th over. With the twin
dismissals, momentum was
back with England but Green
and Brooke Halliday put New
Zealand back on course in a
52-run stand that took them
within 33 runs of victory.
But from a position of
strength at 146/4, New
Zealand slipped to 158/7.
Tahuhu, who has been in fine
form with the bat, stepped up
again to see them to victory
alongside Green.
The two sides next meet
on September 23.

Slightly furious that players are thinking
about not going on Ashes: Butcher
London|Agencies

F
For Scotland, Michael Leask made considerable gains in rankings for all-rounders - 53
runs and three wickets helped the spin-bowling all-rounder move 33 places up to No.53 in
the latest update. The ongoing ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup League 2 games between
Oman, USA and Nepal also caused some
movement in the ODI rankings. Oman's
Jatinder Singh rocketed 115 places to a careerbest 120 in the rankings for batters.
Meanwhile, USA's Monank Patel moved 12
places and is on the verge of breaking into the
top 100, placed currently at No. 101.
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ormer England opener Mark
Butcher was unhappy on the
prospect of England Test players
turning down the opportunity to go
for the Ashes in Australia at the end of
the year. The five-match Test series
between the two teams is scheduled
to begin on December 8 and finish on
January 18.
"I'm slightly furious about the idea
that players are thinking about not
going on an Ashes tour because
they're worried about the quarantine
requirements for their wives and
kids," said Butcher on an episode of
Wisden Cricket Weekly Podcast on
Wednesday. "Now, wives and kids
going on trips in my time was very
much a privilege, it wasn't expected. I
know times have changed a lot but
given that everybody is having to
make various sacrifices, lots of sacrifices, lots of things are different

because of Covid," added Butcher.
Butcher believed that the trip to
Australia for the Ashes is just one-off
and that things will be back to normal
four years later. "This is a one-off
Ashes trip. Chances are, the next time
it comes around, four years' time,

everything will be relatively back to
normal and you'll have your families
there for Christmas and all the rest of
it. But this is your job. This is how you
earn your money. "If you're earning
that much money that it doesn't matter to you whether you go on an

Ashes trip anymore or whether or not
there are no consequences for you
pulling out of an Ashes trip, and you
get just welcomed straight back into
the side once again on the other side
as though nothing has happened,
then things have taken a pretty bad
pass. And the future of touring, the
future of long-form cricket, the future
of these types of events start to
become very much in jeopardy."
The 49-year-old concluded by saying that more people should raise
their hands for going to the Ashes,
just like veteran pacer Stuart Broad
committed to go to the trip.
"At the moment, the only person
who's sort of stuck their head above
the parapet has been Stuart Broad,
funnily enough. He said 'I'm going, it
doesn't matter whatever happens, I'm
going, it's an Ashes tour'. He understands what that means. I'd like one
or two others to stand up and do the
same thing."

Being a tight-knit unit was our biggest Shastri had suggested to Kohli to give
up all white ball captaincy; reports
strength at Tokyo: Midfielder Hardik
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Y

oung Indian hockey midfielder Hardik Singh
said on Wednesday that being a "tight-knit
team" was the main reason for the side's stellar show at the Tokyo Olympic Games. India won a
medal at the quadrennial showpieces - a bronze after 41 years.
"We are a tight-knit team, and I think that was
our biggest strength at the Olympics. We have
formed a special bond, and we were able to master
the best out of each other skills. After the disappointing result against Australia (1-7 loss), we sat
together and openly spoke to each other about
what went wrong and what we needed to do in the
upcoming matches to put up a much better performance. That really helped us a lot to bounce
back and eventually win the medal for the country,"
said Hardik.The 22-year-old, who was one of the
key figures in the Indian midfield, scored two crucial goals in his debut Olympic Games. "After the
2018 World Cup, this (Tokyo Olympics) was my second major tournament with the senior team, and I

wasn't really satisfied with my performance in the
World Cup. Hence, I wanted to prove myself that I
can do better on bigger stages. So, for me, it was a
great challenge, and I am glad that I could do well,
and was able to contribute to the team's success,"
explained Hardik.Hardik scored a memorable field
goal in the quarterfinal match against England,
which helped the Indian team enter the medal
rounds at the Olympics after more than four

decades. While recalling the iconic goal, the youngster said, "It was a team goal, our defence line stuck
together to hold the 2-1 lead at a very crucial phase
of the game as we were down to 10 men.
Harmanpreet tackled the ball really well, he then
passed it to me, and I had open space to penetrate
into the striking circle, although my shot bounced
off the goalkeeper's pad, luckily I received the
rebound, and found the back of the net. Nilakanta
also played a crucial role here as he blind spotted
the goalkeeper, which helped me find the gap during that rebound."The 22-year-old midfielder further added that the team is eager to begin its quest
for gold at the Paris 2024 Olympics. "We are eager
to begin our quest for gold at the Paris Olympics.
We will have to approach step-by-step, and our first
step will be to qualify directly for the Olympic
Games 2024 by winning Gold at the 2022 Asian
Games. Then in 2023, we have another marquee
event-- Hockey World Cup, which will be played in
Odisha, so there are challenging and exciting times
ahead, and we are looking forward to it." he concluded.

T

eam India chief coach
Ravi Shastri had suggested to Virat Kohli to
quit the white ball captaincy
altogether ? which includes
ODIs ? and to focus on his
batting while continuing to
lead the nation in Test cricket, reports said.
According to India Ahead,
the suggestion wasn't meant
to belittle Kohli but to inspire
him to continue as a top
batsman in world cricket. But
Kohli only opted to relinquish from T20 leadership
and ignored Shastri's advice
of also leaving the ODI captaincy.
"The talk about Kohli's
captaincy started after India
won the Australian series

without their regular captain.
It also indicates that Kohli
may have to let go the ODI
captaincy at some point
before the 2023 if things don't
go as planned."
A BCCI official was quoted
as saying that, "Shastri had
spoken to Kohli around six
months ago. But Kohli didn't

listen to Shastri. He is still
keen to lead India in ODIs
and that is why he only
decided to let go the T20 captaincy. Even the board was
discussing it as to how Kohli
could be utilised more as a
batsman. That is because he
has a lot left as a player even
now."

Laws of Cricket: MCC to use gender-neutral terms like 'batter' instead of 'batsman'
London | Agencies

he Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) announced on Wednesday that the gender-neutral terms 'batter' and 'batters' will replace 'batsman' and 'batsmen'
after amending the Laws of Cricket. The changes have been approved by the
MCC Committee after initial discussion by the Clubs specialist Laws sub-committee.
"MCC believes that the use of gender-neutral terminology helps reinforce cricket's status as an inclusive game for all. The amendments are a natural evolution
from work already undertaken in this area as well as an essential part of MCC's
global responsibility to the sport. A number of Governing Bodies and media
organisations are already using the term 'batter' in their Playing Conditions and
reporting. We expect and encourage others to adopt the updated terminology following today's announcement of the change to the Laws," read the statement from
MCC.
Women's cricket has enjoyed unprecedented growth at all levels around the
world in the same period. England's victory over India in the 2017 World Cup Final

T

took place in front of a capacity crowd at Lord's. A record international crowd saw
Australia defeat India in the T20 World Cup Final in Melbourne three years later
and earlier this year, Lord's broke the record for a domestic women's match as
17,116 watched Oval Invincibles defeat Southern Brave.
"At the time of the last redraft in 2017 it was agreed, following consultation with
the International Cricket Council (ICC) and key figures within women's cricket, that
the terminology would remain as 'batsman' and 'batsmen' within the Laws of the
game. The changes announced today reflect the wider usage of the terms 'batter'
and 'batters' which has occurred in cricketing circles in the intervening period. The
move to 'batter' is a natural progression, aligning with the terms of bowlers and
fielders that already sit within the Laws." "MCC believes in cricket being a game for
all and this move recognises the changing landscape of the game in modern times.
Use of the term 'batter' is a natural evolution in our shared cricketing language and
the terminology has already been adopted by many of those involved in the sport. It
is the right time for this adjustment to be recognised formally and we are delighted,
as the Guardians of the Laws, to announce these changes today," said Jamie Cox,
Assistant Secretary (Cricket and Operations) at MCC.
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Malaika, Geeta Kapur, Terence Lewis
return to 'India's Best Dancer 2' as judges
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he second season
of 'India's Best
Dancer' with the
tagline 'Best Ka
Next' is starting
soon. The first season came
in 2020 and now the show is
back again with the next
edition. The dance reality
show will see Malaika
Arora, Geeta Kapur and
Terence Lewis in the panel
of judges.
Malaika shares her
excitement on being part of
the second season. She was
also there in the first season as well. "I cannot
express how happy and
excited I am about returning to India's Best Dancer.
The talent last season was
superlative and I can't wait
to see how evolved the contestants are this season.
What I really like and
appreciate is that the show
offers a diverse representation of talent from all nooks
and corners of the country.

Success is
measured
in strange,
different
ways:
Saif Ali
Khan
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctor Saif Ali Khan is overwhelmed with
all the love coming his way for his performance in 'Bhoot Police'. He says success is measured in strange and different ways
and that in a pandemic, it can be called a feather in his cap.
Saif said: "There are certain scripts that you
read and fall in love with immediately because
you see the potential they hold. You find it
important that it gets made in a certain way
because you have a lot of hope with that kind of
script. Bhoot Police is certainly one of them!"
The actor says the film is very close to his
heart and thanked everyone who is associated
with it."I would also like to thank my co-actors

It's an enriching experience," she says.
This time also like the
first season there will be
challenges for dancers at
every step and 'Best Ka
Next' will be the final test to
determine the best dancers
from the country. The digital auditions are already
done and now the show is
going to begin.
As Terence Lewis
explains: "'India's Best
Dancer' is back. This time
even bigger and better. The
contestants will have to
push their limits to prove
their mettle and own the
title of 'India's Best Dancer'.
I am looking forward to a
fantastic season."
Geeta Kapur also shares
her thoughts: "Now, the
second season is back to
identify and present talent
in their 'ultimate best form'
on the toughest dance platform."'India's Best Dancer2' will be starting on Sony
Entertainment Television
very soon.
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B

ollywood actress Disha Patani who was
seen as 'Diya' in 'Radhe: Your Most
Wanted Bhai' opposite Salman Khan
recalls working with him and Prabhu Deva in
it.She played the role of Jackie Shroff's
(Abhyankar) sister. She appeared to be a funloving girl and the amusing banter between
Salman Khan and Disha Patani were quite
entertaining.Disha says: "I feel very lucky that
I got the chance to work with Salman Sir once
again. He makes you feel so comfortable that
you don't realise you are working with a super

Ananya Birla announces
her debut album
'Bombay Basement'

ctress Tejasvi Singh Ahlawat who
hails from Dehradun has all the reasons to be happy as she is cast along
with Sanjay Mishra, Ranvir Shorey and
Raghav Juyal in 'Hasal'.
She is also excited as the movie
is giving her a chance to play a
strong character that Tejasvi
wanted to play for quite a
long time.
Sharing about her
role, she said: "This is
a character that I
always wanted to
play, a very strong
female character
who makes her own
choices and is quite capable of taking on the consequences from them too, whatever
they may be and that's very inspiring to
me. I've always loved stories with a strong
female character," says Tejasvi who is known
for her roles in 'Mardaani 2' and 'A Simple
Murder'.
'Hasal', helmed by director Ravi Singh
and produced by Jayesh Patel of Bravo
entertainment, will go on floors in
December in Varanasi. The movie features Sanjay Mishra, Ranvir Shorey and
Raghav Juyal.

A
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S

inger-songwriter Ananya Birla
announced her debut album 'Bombay
Basement'. Ahead of the full release of
the album, Ananya released the music
video of the lead track 'When I'm Alone' on
Tuesday night. The video also marks her
maiden innings as a music video director.
Recently Ananya teamed up with AR Rahman for the official Cheer4India song of the Indian contingent for the Tokyo Olympics, 'Hindustani Way'.Elaborating on how the album shaped up,
Ananya informed, "Bombay Basement' was borne out of a jam session in the basement of my
Bombay residence, with a couple of friends. I had a lot I wanted to write about and share and
it all just kind of clicked."The other hit songs to her credit are 'Hold On', 'Meant To Be',
'Circles', 'Livin' the Life' (remixed by Afrojack), 'Better'. Her first EP 'Fingerprint' with UMG
and Island Records, included the single 'Blackout' featuring Nigerian hip-hop singers Vector
and WurlD.'Bombay Basement', will be released on her YouTube channel and across all
major streaming platforms every week throughout October 2021.

Arjun, Yami and Jacqueline - Arjun especially,
because we were in it together from the beginning and it was a lot of fun jamming with him
on our scenes together."
He added: "Thank you everybody for all the
love and happiness. Success is measured in
strange and different ways. And especially in
today's times, in a pandemic, I think we can
really call this a success and a feather in our
caps."
Saif said that horror and comedy are genres
that are best viewed collectively in a group.
"This is a family movie and you can watch it
with your young children without them getting
scared and that's always lovely. We are very
happy with the enormous traction the movie
has received."

TEJASVI ON PLAYING
A STRONG FEMALE
CHARACTER
IN 'HASAL'

star. I
used to admire him for how he does
everything with such an ease."The movie
revolves around 'Radhe' played by Salman
Khan who is an encounter specialist of
Mumbai Police force. Randeep Hooda is
shown as 'Rana', a gangster and a murderer.
The move is directed by Prabhu Deva.She
adds: "This was also the first time I was working with Prabhu Sir and he was so supportive
and clear about how exactly the steps and
scenes should look. 'Radhe' has given me
memories and experiences that I will always
cherish. And I'm excited to be sharing this
experience with audiences." 'Radhe: Your
Most Wanted Bhai' will premiere on &pictures
on September 26 at 12:30pm.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

Deepika-Sindhu play
badminton, trigger biopic talk
Team Absolute|Mumbai

B

ollywood star Deepika Padukone has
posted a motley of pictures from her
badminton session with world champion P.V. Sindhu.The pictures have left social

media users wondering if a biopic is being
made on Sindhu.
Deepika posted the set of pictures on
Instagram. In the images, the two are seen

playing an intense game of badminton on an
indoor court."Just a regular day in my
life...Burning calories with @pvsindhu1!" the
actress, who is the daughter of former badminton player Prakash Padukone, captioned
the image.
The picture currently has 1.9
million likes. Deepika's husband
and actor Ranveer Singh
dropped a comment on the photograph.
He wrote: "MAJOR FOMO
ATTACK!"Many social media
users reacted to the picture on
the comment section.
One wrote: "Lgta h biopic
bnne vli h (seems like a biopic is
being made).""That means i was
right, we are getting the PV
SINDHU BIOPIC," wrote another.
One heaped praises on
Deepika and Sindhu.The user said: "Two idols
in one pic."A user questioned: "Is there a
biopic on the wayyy?"One added: "R u began
prep for sindhu's biopic!"

Pooja Hegde
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