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IN 2020, THE PANDEMIC HAD
BATTERED THE COUNTRY'S GDP
WHICH HAD CONTRACTED BY
24.4 PER CENT DURING Q1FY21.
INDIA'S GDP AT CONSTANT OF
2011-12 PRICES HAS BEEN ESTIMATED AT RS 32.38 LAKH
CRORE, AS AGAINST RS 26.95
LAKH CRORE IN Q1FY21.
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Narwal smashes Pro Kabaddi League
record, sold to UP...

Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham in
new 'Expendables' film...

ACCELERATED RECOVERY

VACCINATION
MILESTONE:
1.21 CRORE
DOSES IN A DAY

India-Taliban officially
meet in Qatar
The ministry stated that Ambassador of India to Qatar, Deepak Mittal,
met Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai, the Head of Taliban's Political
Office in Doha. "The meeting took place at the Embassy of India, Doha,
on the request of the Taliban side," said the ministry.
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A

Team Absolute|New Delhi

L

ow base, along with pent-up
demand as well as easier Covid
restrictions, lifted India's first quarter FY22 GDP growth rate to 20.1 per
cent.
Last year, the pandemic-triggered
national lockdown during Q1FY21 had
a massive impact on the economy. It
was only on June 1, 2020 that the partial
unlock measures were implemented.
Unlike last year, the lockdown in 2021
was more regional in nature, and production and manufacturing by several
industries were allowed this time.
In a poll of economists, on August 27,
it was predicted that based on the
recovery, India's GDP Q1FY22 is expected to grow by anywhere between 14 and
24 per cent. The RBI, after the recent
Monetary Policy Committee meeting,
had projected country's Q1 GDP to
grow at 21.4 per cent.
"GDP at Constant (2011-12) Prices in
Q1 of 2021-22 is estimated at Rs 32.38
lakh crore, as against Rs 26.95 lakh crore
in Q1 of 2020-21, showing a growth of
20.1 per cent as compared to contraction of 24.4 per cent in Q1 2020-21," said
NSO, in the Q1FY22 GDP estimates.
"Quarterly GVA at Basic Price at

Constant (2011-12) Prices for Q1 of
2021-22 is estimated at Rs 30.48 lakh
crore, as against Rs 25.66 lakh crore in
Q1 of 2020-21, showing a growth of 18.8
per cent." The GVA includes taxes but
excludes subsidies.
On a YoY basis, Q1 GVA for 2021-22
from the agriculture, forestry and fishing sector showed a growth of 4.5 per
cent, against 3.5 per cent in the same

quarter of 2020-21.Nevertheless, the
GVA in Q1 2020-21 from the manufacturing sector grew 49.6 per cent, as
compared to a de-growth of (-) 36 per
cent in the corresponding quarter of the
previous fiscal.
Similarly, the mining and quarrying
sector declined by 18.6 per cent against
previous year's contraction of (-) 17.2
per cent.

Fiscal deficit reaches 21.3% of FY22 target
New Delhi: India's April-July budgetary fiscal deficit reached 21.3 per cent of
the FY22 target, official data showed on Tuesday. The fiscal deficit -- the difference between revenue and expenditure -- for the April-June 2021-22 period stood
at Rs 321,143 crore, or 21.3 per cent of the budget estimates (BE). The FY22 deficit
has been pegged at Rs 15.06 lakh crore. Besides, the CGA data showed that the
fiscal deficit during the corresponding months of the previous fiscal was 103.1 per
cent of that year's target. The Central government's total expenditure stood at Rs
1,004,440 crore (28.8 per cent of BE) while total receipts were Rs 683,297 crore
(34.6 per cent of BE).

New Delhi: India
achieved a new vaccination milestone today with
the administering of more
than 1.21 crore doses in
the day. In total, over 65
crore doses have been
administered so far in the
country. Today's figures
on the Co-WIN website
showed 1,21,99,230 doses
have been administered
so far in the day.
India had achieved the
one-crore doses milestone
for the first time on August
27 this year.A total of over
65 crore doses of COVID19 vaccines have been
administered so far across
the country, the health
ministry said Tuesday.
Of the total 65,18,58,322
doses administered so far,
50,25,16,979 were first
doses while 14,93,41,343
were second doses.
In the 60+ age group,
13.36 crore people have
been vaccinated while
19.80 crore have been vaccinated in the 45-60 age
group. In the 18-44 age
group, 31.67 crore have
been vaccinated so far.

Nine new Supreme
Court judges take
oath of office

C'garh Cong rift: Singhdeo's presence
in Delhi sparks speculation

New Delhi: Nine new judges
took oath of office as Supreme
Court judges on Tuesday. Chief
Justice of India N.V. Ramana
administered the oath to the new
judges. After the judges were
sworn-in, there is only one vacancy in the Supreme Court now,
which has a sanctioned strength
of 34 judges.
The new nine judges are: justice A.S. Oka, justice Vikram Nath,
justice J.K. Maheshwari, justice
Hima Kohli, justice B.V.
Nagarathna, justice C.T.
Ravikumar, justice M.M.
Sundresh, justice Bela Trivedi and
senior advocate P.S. Narasimha.
Justice B.V. Nagarathna, is in
line to become the first woman
Chief Justice of India in
September 2027. Currently,
Justice Indira Banerjee is the only
serving woman judge in the apex
court.

Amid rift in the Chhattisgarh Congress, Health Minister T.S. Singhdeo is in Delhi while there
is no official word from any side but his presence has set off speculation about rotational
chief minister in Chhattisgarh. However, sources close to him say that he is on a personal
visit and there is no official itinerary.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Bhupesh Baghel were present in the
first meeting, while the second
meeting, on last Friday, took place
between Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel but saw
no decision being taken on a leadership change, party sources said.
After the meeting, Baghel said
that he has invited Rahul Gandhi to
visit the state. But sources say that
the issue is not yet over and the top
leadership is likely to talk to
Singhdeo before arriving at any
decision but for the time being
Baghel has got a reprieve from
Delhi, but is it permanent or temporary, there is no clarity on that and
no official statement has been
issued.

B

ut sources claim that he may
meet Congress leaders in
Delhi as suspense over
Chhattisgarh is not yet over and former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi is expected to visit Sarguja
and Bastar in the second week of
September.
The state unit is preparing for his
visit as Sarguja is the stronghold of
Singhdeo in the state. The
Chhattisgarh Health Minister
arrived in Delhi on Monday
evening.
On the issue of rotational Chief
Minister, Rahul Gandhi had two
meetings last week involving both
the leaders. Both Singhdeo and

Chinese apps making profit
in India despite facing ban
❝

"Lookalike apps with different names are functioning
with the tag Make in India. We
need to take a stand now and
start building unicorns with
Indian money to become financially and socially independent
from foreign sources."

❝

Neeraj Bisht, Founder, Bharatam, an
Indian homegrown social media app
were banned directly have made an
unnoticed entry into India, as most
of the companies have tried to hide

their Chinese ownership of the apps.
Most of the apps belong to the
media and entertainment space,

which was earlier captured by
TikTok and nackVideo.CamScanner
is a preferred app for many Indian
users when it comes to scanning
documents on a mobile device.
While CamScanner is part of the
banned Chinese applications in the
country, it is still doing business
here. Chinese e-commerce apps
Shein and Club Factory were taking
orders and delivering products in
India despite being banned.
However, currently the main app is
not available in India but there are
lots of clone apps which can be
downloaded via Google App Store.

❝

"Many Chinese apps which were blocked and banned by the government of
India are still doing good business in the country. Many of them are publishers
and work with large Indian advertisers, earning money from showing ads. This
is against the spirit of the ban which the government had triggered."

❝

Despite India banning certain
popular Chinese apps in the wake of
border skirmishes with China last
year, some of those apps are still
present, and thriving, in the country
with different names.
Last year, the government had
banned 267 Chinese apps using the
provision of Section 69A under the
IT Act. These apps included TikTok,
PUBG, Helo, UC Browser, Likee,
Shareit, WeChat, Mi Community
and more.Some popular apps that
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India's Q1FY22 GDP growth zooms 20.1% YoY
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fter the US completed
its withdrawal from
Afghanistan, Taliban
initiated dialogue with India
in Qatar over safety, security
and early return of Indian
nationals stranded over
there, the Ministry of External
Affairs said on Tuesday. For
the first time, India has made
public a meeting held
between the two sides.
Discussions focused on safety, security and early return
of Indian nationals stranded
in Afghanistan. The travel of

Celebration
of US exit
Kabul: Aerial firing
using different types of
weapons, including
machine guns, dominated
the sky in Kabul after
midnight, which frightened and awoke residents
of the Afghan capital. It
was later clarified that the
firings, which lasted
about an hour, were part
of the Taliban's celebrations for what its called
the end of the occupation
after the US announced
that the withdrawal of
troops was completed,
Khaama News reported.
AMARINDER CONTRADICTS
RAHUL ON JALLIANWALA
BAGH RENOVATION

New
Delhi/Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh has contradicted former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
the Jallianwala Bagh renovation issue. This could
spark another round of
controversy in the Punjab
unit of the Congress which
is already battling factionalism. Amarinder Singh
when asked said, "I do not
know what has been
removed, it looks very nice
to me." The statement is
contrary to Rahul Gandhi
who on Tuesday joined the
outrage on social media
over the renovation.Rahul
Gandhi said that he will
not tolerate disrespect of
the martyrs.In a tweet in
Hindi on Tuesday Rahul
Gandhi said, "Disrespect to
Jallianwala Bagh Martyrs
will be done by those who
do not know the meaning
of martyrdom.

Afghan nationals, especially
minorities, who wish to visit
to India also came
up.Ambassador Mittal raised
India's concern that
Afghanistan's soil should not
be used for anti-Indian activities and terrorism in any
manner. Stanekzai assured
the Ambassador that these
issues would be positively
addressed.Stanekzai, known
as Sheru, trained in the
Indian Military Academy in

the 1982, rose to the ranks of
Deputy Health Minister during the Taliban regime, and
later served as a chief peace
negotiator in Doha.
He was also Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Taliban regime. The 58year-old Pashtun comes from
the Stanekzai clan. He can
speaks five languages and he
served as Taliban's Political
Office chief between
2015-2019.

Taliban attacks resistance in Panjshir
Kabul: Sources in Panjshir province have claimed that the
Taliban has breached an agreement and launched attacks on
the Valley's resistance force.The sources claimed that the
attacks which were conducted in different locations were
repelled and the Taliban fighters retreated but the latter has
not commented on the issue yet, Khaama News reported.In
the meantime, people in Panjshir complained against the
absence of telephonic services. They say that the Taliban has
blocked telecommunication services which have subjected
them to bigger problems.On the other hand, the Taliban
have also blocked all the ways to Panjshir province which has
led to skyrocketing of prices in the defiant valley. People in
Pajshir province are asking the Taliban to stop what they call
cruelty and open the ways to the province, the report said.

CBI sentences 8 persons
in Vyapam Scam
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

special CBI court on
Tuesday sentences eight
convicts to 7 years in jail
in connection with the 2012
Madhya Pradesh Police
recruitment test. Eight convicts - Rajesh Dhakad,
Kavindra, Vishal, Kamlesh,
Jyotish, Naveen - include 3
candidates, 3 solvers and 2
middle men. They have also
been penalised with Rs 10,000
each. The CBI had registered
chargesheet against 10 people
in district court. Two accused
have been acquitted. A special
CBI court had on July 31 sentenced two people to seven
years imprisonment in the
same case. Omprakash Tyagi
(35) and Satish Jatav (35),
both residents of Morena district were also fined Rs 10,000
each. As per the prosecution,
candidate Tyagi paid Jatav Rs
1,25,000 to pass the constable
recruitment test and the latter

hired one Prakhar Trivedi to
write the test using forged
admission card and other
documents. Trivedi, incidentally, died in a car crash during the course of the trial,
Dinkar said. The CBI had also
filed a supplementary
chargesheet against 73 of
them with respect to a premedical test conducted in
2012. While 54 of them have
been accused of manipulating
digital data and the Optical
Mark Recognition (OMR)
answer sheets, 19 face the
allegation of impersonation.
According to reports, more
than 100 persons arraigned by
the CBI in connection with
the Vyapam scam cases have
been convicted so far.

Hindu outfit threatens
to lock up Taj Mahal
M
AGRA| Agencies

embers of a fringe
outfit called
Rashtriya Hindu
Parishad (Bharat) staged a
protest at the west gate of
the Taj Mahal and threatened to lock the monument
if action against an ASI staff
member who denied entry
to a visitor dressed as Lord
Krishna is not taken.
The outfit gave a 24-hour
ultimatum to the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) officials to take
action against their staff
members who 'insulted' the
visitor.Superintending
Archaeologist (Agra circle)
Vasant K. Swarnkar said
that no promotional activities are allowed at any protected monument without
prior permission. The entry
was denied as per rules and
regulations. According to
officials, there have been
several occasions in the past
when groups of people don-

ning Ram dupatta were
stopped from entering the
historical monument. The
incident, according to

reports took place on
Saturday and the outfit
staged a protest on Monday.
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Team Vasundhara Raje sparks another
controversy, opens new office in Jaipur
Archana Sharma|Jaipur

S

parking yet another controversy, the supporters of former Rajasthan chief minister
Vasundhara Raje have opened an office to
take the public friendly policies introduced
by the former CM to the masses and to
project her as the CM face in the 2023 elections.
The office-bearers of the new team confirmed
that they aim to garner support within the party
and outside to promote her as the CM candidate in
the 2023 assembly polls.
Speaking to IANS, Rohit Mahawar, general secretary, SC Morcha who is acting as a senior team
leader of the group, said, "We wanted an official
address where we, the Raje followers, can sit and
strategise for forthcoming programmes. It could be
anything like taking out yatras or running campaigns on social media. But our aim is one, to popularise Raje as the CM face."
However, as veteran BJP leader Bhupendra Yadav
during the Jan Ashirwaad Yatra taken out recently,
had announced that the forthcoming polls will be
contested under BJP state president Satish Poonia
and the CM face will be decided by the parliamentary board, correspondent questioned them about
their future plans.
Mahawar, replying to the query, said, "Raje is our

ideal leader and hence we are pitching for her. Rest
what the high command says will be looked into at
a later stage."
The invitation poster meanwhile carries the pictures of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Raje's

mother Vijayaraje Scindia along with Raje's picture.
Surprisingly there is no lotus picture in it.
The team's office in charge Ashok Sharma,
speaking to correspondent, introduced himself as a
BJP worker. "I am serving BJP since last two
decades," he said. However, BJP official sources dismissed the claim and said that the real BJP officials
have maintained a distance from this new office
and their campaigns.
State president SC Morcha Sandeep Verma,
another member of the team, told correspondent
that Raje, in fact, has no connection with this group
and they are doing it individually to promote her as
the CM face.
Raje since months has been maintaining a distance from the party office. Ever since Poonia has
taken over as state party president, she has cut
down her visits to the party office. Recently, her
posters have also been removed from the state
party head office. In fact, she has been going solo
even during the lockdown period when the party
organised a "Seva hi Sangathan camp".
She organised a "Vasundhara Jan Rasoi" in the
state to help the needy. Also, she was missing from
the Jan Ashirwaad Yatra as well as from the campaigning for the bypolls held for three districts
namely Rajsamand, Sahada and Sujangarh a few
months back.

Punjab Police seize 20 kg
heroin worth Rs 100 cr
Team
Absolute|Chandigarh

PUROHIT SWORN
IN AS PUNJAB
GOVERNOR

He added that the drivers of the vehicles were signalled to stop, but the
occupants tried to flee. However, the
cops managed to nab them after a brief
chase. The police recovered 20 packets
of heroin (one kg each) from their personal possession during their body
check and from the two vehicles, the
DGP said.

Chandigarh: Tamil Nadu Governor
Banwarilal Purohit was on Tuesday
sworn in as Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of Chandigarh. He has
been given this as an additional charge
as incumbent V.P. Singh Badnore has
completed his term.Chief Justice of
Punjab and Haryana High Court Justice
Ravi Shanker Jha administered the oath
of office to Purohit at Punjab Raj Bhavan
here.Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya, Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, and Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar were
present on the occasion.

South peninsular India likely to
see enhanced rainfall activity
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he Supreme Court on Tuesday
declined to entertain a plea by selfstyled godman Asaram Bapu, who
sought suspension of his sentence, in the
rape case of a minor girl, to avail ayurvedic
treatment.
A bench of Justices Indira Banerjee, V.
Ramasubramanian, and Bela M. Trivedi
observed that Asaram was convicted in a
crime, which is "no ordinary crime at all".
Earlier, the Rajasthan High Court had
denied relief to him in the matter and
Asaram had moved the top court.
The bench told Asaram's counsel that his
client will get ayurvedic treatment in jail.
"Continuing ayurvedic treatment is not a
problem. We'll direct the jail authorities to
take care that ayurvedic treatment is granted," it said.
Senior advocate R. Basant, representing
Asaram, contended that only six weeks suspension was being sought owing to his failing health. He requested the court to show
some mercy in the matter. However, the
bench was unmoved by this argument.
Basant submitted that there was no
treatment in jail. Opposing this argument,
senior advocate Manish Singhvi, appearing
for Rajasthan, contended the convict was
being provided all necessary treatment in
jail. Basant added that his client is 85-yearold and is he likely to commit an offence
again.

epartment (IMD) has
predicted rainfall activity over west and central India to gradually reduce
from Wednesday onwards
while enhancement of rainfall
activity over south peninsular
India is very likely from
September 2.There would be fairly widespread to widespread rainfall activity, with
isolated heavy falls, over east Rajasthan till
September 2, over Assam and Meghalaya on
September 1 and on September 3-4, and
Mizoram and Tripura on September 3-4, the
IMD said in a release on Tuesday.Isolated
very heavy falls are very likely over Gujarat on
September 1-2, and isolated extremely heavy

Pak national among 2 infiltrators
gunned down at LoC in Poonch
A

falls over north Konkan
and adjoining south
Gujarat and north central
Maharashtra on August
31.Widespread rainfall
activity, with isolated
heavy falls, is very likely
over Andaman and
Nicobar Islands between
September 1 and 4, while scattered to fairly
widespread rainfall activity, with isolated
heavy falls, is very likely over Tamil Nadu and
south interior Karnataka on September 2-3,
and over coastal Andhra Pradesh from
September 2 to 4.Isolated to scattered rainfall
activity, with isolated heavy falls, is very likely
over west Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday, the IMD said.

Pakistani national was among the
two terrorists killed at the LoC in
Poonch after an infiltration bid
was foiled by the army on August 30,
army said on Tuesday.
Speaking to reporters Brigadier
Puneet Doval said during the early
hours of August 30, the Indian army
troops, foiled an infiltration attempt by
the terrorists from across the LoC.
"The Indian army troops deployed
along the LoC received a specific intelligence input provided by the intelligence
agencies and police were alert to notice
the terrorist movement though the integrated surveillance network," Brigadier
Puneet Doval said.
"Immediately the Quick Action Team
was activated and the terrorists were
challenged after which the terrorists
opened a heavy volume of fire leading
to an intense engagement during the
retaliatory action by the Indian army
troops in which two terrorists were

eliminated."
He added that the body of one of terrorist has been recovered along with
one AK 56 rifle, five magazines, 133
rounds of AK series ammunition, four

TWO ELDERLY WOMEN
RAPED IN UP DISTRICTS
Fatehpur/Ballia|Agencies

70-year-old woman was allegedly raped by a drunk
man in Fatehpur district of Uttar Pradesh. In another
incident, a 98-year-old woman was raped in Ballia. The
accused in both cases have been arrested.
According to the police, the victim in Fatehpur was a beggar and used to sleep in a primary school building in the
Tharinav police circle.
On Sunday night, accused Laxmi Lodhi, 32, reached the
school in an inebriated state and allegedly raped her.
Tharinav police station in charge, Nandlal Singh, said that
Lodhi has been arrested on Monday and the victim has been
sent for medical examination.
In Ballia, the 98-year-old woman was in her house when
the 22-year-old accused raped her on August 20.
Rasda Police station in charge Nagesh Upadhyay said an
FIR in the matter was registered on Monday and the accused,
identified as Sonu, has been arrested.
Family members of the woman alleged that the police initially refused to register the case, but initiated action following
an uproar on social media.

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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ecurity and intelligence establishments are keeping a close
watch on the movements of 25
Indians who are wanted in
Afghanistan for their alleged link to
the terror group Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISIS-K), an offshoot of Islamic State.
The agencies believe that currently
they are living in Afghanistan, near
the Nangarhar area close to the borders with Pakistan.
Sources said that they are hiding
near the hometown of Amin al Haq,
the former security chief of Osama
bin Laden.Haq, who was detained by
Pakistan and then freed, returned to
his hometown in Nangarhar with an

armed Taliban escort. A video of Haq
has surfaced where he can be seen
triumphantly returning to his home,

less than two weeks after the country
fell to the Taliban.The National
Investigation Agency has so far iden-

A new study has
revealed that the
new Covid-19
variant C.1.2
which has been
detected in
South Africa and
many other
countries globally, could be more
transmissible
and evade protection provided
by vaccines.
Team Absolute|New
Delhi

T

he scientists from
National Institute for
Communicable
Diseases (NICD) and the
KwaZulu-Natal Research
Innovation and Sequencing
Platform (KRISP) in South
Africa said the potential
variant of interest was first
detected in the country in

hand grenades, Pakistani currency
worth Rs 13,370 as also an I Card issued
by the Registrar General of Pakistan
bearing name Mohamamd Akram, a
resident of Pakistan.

25 INDIANS LINKED TO ISIS-K UNDER SCANNER IN AFGHANISTAN

NEW COVID VARIANT C.1.2 COULD BE MORE
INFECTIOUS, EVADE VACCINES: STUDY

A

Asaram is serving a life term at Jodhpur
Central Jail in connection with the rape of a
minor girl. On May 6, he had tested positive for Covid-19 and was shifted to AIIMS,
Jodhpur. According to his May 19 medical
report he was stable and fit for discharge.
He initially moved the high court seeking
bail for ayurvedic treatment, but his application was dismissed. The high court had
directed the district and jail administration
to ensure that proper treatment is provided
to him at a suitable medical institution. He
challenged this order in the top court.

Team Absolute|Jammu
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usting a big drug syndicate operated by
notorious gangsters
lodged in jails, the Punjab
Police have seized 20 kg
heroin worth Rs 100 crore
with the arrest of two drug
dealers.
The two drug suppliers
have been identified as
Balwinder Singh of
Sarangwal Hoshiarpur village and Peter Masih of
Basti Danishmanda locality
in Jalandhar. Peter already faces two
criminal cases.
Director General of Police (DGP),
Dinkar Gupta, said that when police
teams intercepted a truck and a
Hyundai i20 car at the high-tech
Dhilwan police post in Kapurthala on
Monday, the search of the vehicle led to
the recovery of 20 kg heroin.

'NOT AN ORDINARY CRIME': SC REJECTS
ASARAM'S PLEA FOR SUSPENSION OF SENTENCE

May this year.
The scientists said that
this Covid variant has been
found in China, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Mauritius, the UK,
New Zealand, Portugal and
Switzerland as of August
13.Scientists have found
consistent increases in the
number of C.1.2 genomes
in South Africa each
month.It increased from

0.2 per cent of genomes
sequenced in May to 0.2
per cent of genomes
sequenced in May. They
said that the number of
available sequences of
C.1.2 may be an under-representation of the spread
and frequency of the variant in South Africa and
around the world.
However, the study is yet
to be reviewed by the peer.

It said that C.1.2 has
mutated substantially compared to C.1, one of the lineages which dominated the
the S-CoV-2 infections in
the first wave of the pandemic in South Africa.
"This is similar to the
increases seen with the
Beta and Delta variants in
the country during early
detection," the authors of
the study said.

tified one Munsib, who is active on
social media and is actively involved
in online recruitment.
Further, the Taliban have also
released ISIS-K recruiter Aijaz
Ahangar from a jail in Afghanistan.
Ahangar is listed as a most-wanted
terrorist in India. A source said that
ISIS-K is seeking to remain relevant
and rebuild its ranks, with a focus on
recruitment and training of new supporters potentially drawn from the
ranks of Taliban who reject the peace
process. After the jail break in
Afghanistan, many ISIS-K terrorists,
including wanted Indians, were freed.
The security establishment said
that "thousands" of prisoners affiliated to ISIS-K have been freed from
Afghan prisons.

BIHAR COP HELD FOR UPLOADING
SEMI-NUDE PHOTOGRAPH OF
WOMAN COLLEAGUE

Patna: A police constable in Bihar's Muzaffarpur district was
arrested on Tuesday for uploading a semi-nude photograph of
a fellow female constable on social media.
The accused was identified as Altaf Khan, a native of Turuk
Bigha village under Kachwa police station in Rohtas district,
and deployed at Muzaffarpur police lines. The victim is also
selected for the post of constable and is currently undergoing
training in Sitamarhi police training centre.
The FIR was registered on the complaint of Subodh Kumar
Mishra, the inspector incharge of Muzaffarpur police lines,
who learnt about the incident after the victim's photograph
was circulated on Whatsapp group of the police lines.
"During investigation, we came to know that the victim is a
trainee woman constable. We immediately called the accused
constable and seized his mobile phone. The accused confessed the crime. He has also deleted the photograph of the
woman constable from the phone, but by that time, the photograph went viral on several social media platforms," Mishra
said. Altaf Khan circulated the photograph on August 26. He
has been charged with outraging the modesty of a woman and
defaming her social and personal image, as well as degrading
the image of the state police.
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madhya pradesh
DENOTIFIED, NOMADIC AND SEMI-NOMADIC TRIBES HAVE
EQUAL RIGHTS OVER STATE'S RESOURCES : CM CHOUHAN
Bhopal, Wednesday, September 01, 2021

Youth will get training for examination of government recruitments, Seats will be reserved in Shramodaya,
Gramodaya and Eklavya schools, Police can no longer mention caste while registering crimes, Museum to be
established on the culture of nomadic tribes, Ministry of Nomadic and Semi-nomadic Tribes will be formed for
overall welfare of tribes
Team Absolute |Bhopal

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that tribals have equal rights over all the resources of the state.
The state government is committed to ensure that this
community develops and plays an equal role in the development of the state. All necessary efforts will be made for the
social, educational and economic development of these
tribes. In this sequence, seats will be reserved for the students of these tribes in Shramodaya Vidyalayas, Gramodaya
Vidyalayas and Eklavya Vidyalayas. Space will be reserved for
these students in the hostels also. A museum will be set up to
preserve the tradition, culture and life valuesof the
Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic tribes. Chief
Minister Chouhan inaugurated the Panchayat by performing
kanya-pujan and lighting the lamp.
Chief Minister said that August 31 would be celebrated as
Tribal Liberation Day in the state every year. A separate
department was formed in 2011 for the welfare of denotified,
nomadic and semi-nomadic classes in the state. Expanding
this initiative considering the suffering of these tribes cut off
from the main stream of development for years, a Ministry of
Nomads and Semi Nomads will be formed for the overall
welfare of the tribes. Chouhan said that keeping in view the
situation and tradition of tribes moving from one place to
another, arrangements are being made that their children
can be admitted to any school on the basis of admission in

the school they were earlier in. Parents who want to be on
the move alongwith their children, can seek admission in
government schools in the places they have moved to. Fees
of the meritorious children of these tribes who will take

Trying to make the inmates financially
capable in Jabalpur Jail

admission in medical and engineering colleges, will be paid
by the state government. pesidential pattas will be made
available at suitable locations Chief Minister Chouhan said
that necessary action would be taken after conducting a sur-

CHIEF MINISTER CHOUHAN PLANTS
NEEM SAPLING IN SMART GARDEN

Team Absolute |Jabalpur
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etaji Subhash
Chandra Bose, based
in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, has added another
chapter to the ongoing efforts
to make the inmates of the
Central Jail financially capable. Here, Wage Employment
for Inmates has been started
by the National Skill
Development Corporation
under the Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana, a special prison project for prisoners. It has been reported that
under the skill up gradation
training program started
under Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana in
Jabalpur Central Jail, 400
inmates have been trained so
far in five disciplines Pickle
Making Technician, Baking
Technician, Multi Cuisine
Cook, TV Repairing
Technician and Assistant
Electrician. This program has
been done and while extending this program, a proposal
has been sent for training of
1000 prisoners in Central Jail

C

MD of Vihaan
Enterprises RK Dubey
met Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan today
in Mantralaya and informed
about the efforts of setting up
industries in Sehore district
with an investment of Rs 185
crore. Principal Secretary
Industries Sanjay Shukla and
Financial Advisor of Vihaan
Enterprises Sandeep
Mukherjee were present on
the occasion.
Chief Minister Chouhan
was informed that there is a
proposal to set up a large
food processing industry in

Jabalpur, 500 prisoners in
Central Jail Satna and 500
prisoners in Central Jail
Rewa.Under the new project
'Wage Employment Creation
for Under Special Prison
Project', goods will be assembled and recycled in various
sectors and will be sold at
reasonable prices through jail
outlets and e-commerce platforms by giving brand names.
This will help the inmates in
self-employment inside and
outside the jail and rehabilitation of the inmates and the
jail department will also be
benefited.
The "Wage Employment
Creation for Under Special
Prison Project" is being covered by the National Skill

village Basapur-Jarrapur near
Budhni in Sehore district.
Under this investment, it is
proposed to set up 17 different types of plants.
Chief Minister Chouhan
talked about full cooperation
by the government for the
establishment of the industry. CMD Dubey gave information regarding the products of the industry and
employment generation. He
said that it is proposed to set
up tomato processing, various types of spices manufacturing, pea processing, flour
mill, rice mill, pulse mill,
potato and maize processing
units in the industry.

Development Corporation
for the same prisoners who
have received training under
the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana. It was launched
on Monday with electric
board and switch wiring,
named Kanha brand and will
be expanded in the coming
days with electric fans, LEDs.
TV Etc.This new campaign
started on Shrikrishna
Janmashtami was appreciated by the guests present at
the inauguration and said
that this skill upgradation
program being run for the
benefit of the prisoners will
not only provide employment opportunities to the
prisoners but also bring positive change in their lives.

Team Absolute |Bhopal
total of 11 people lost
their lives while returning to Madhya Pradesh
after offering prayers at
Ramdevra temple in
Rajasthan when their jeep
reportedly collided with
another vehicle in Nagaur's
Shribalaji town on Tuesday
morning at around 7.45 a.m.
Eight people died on the
spot while 3 others took their
last breath on their way to
Nokha hospital.
Overall six injured are
being treated in the Bikaner
hospital till the time of filing
of this report. The deceased
were from Ujjain and Dewas
districts of Madhya Pradesh.
Police officials are investigating reasons of accident as the
injured were unable to share
details.Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot has
expressed his condolences
for the bereaved families.
"It is heart wrenching to
know that 11 people passed

Team Absolute | Indore / Bhopal
n Indore, one of the four accused
arrested for plotting to provoke riots
by spreading inflammatory messages
on social media has been linked to
Pakistan and the Taliban. Police have
also received some suspicious messages
on WhatsApp of the accused's mobile. It
is learned that some inflammatory messages went viral on social media after
the beating of a bangle man in Indore.
There was also talk of a conspiracy to
incite riots. Police had arrested four
people Amaltash, Irfan, Javed and Syed
in the case, one of whom has been sent
to jail, while three are on police remand.
According to sources, the police have
found several suspicious WhatsApp

Bhopal : Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted a
Neem sapling in Smart Garden today. Chief Minister
Chouhan plants saplings every day in fulfillment of his
resolve. Rich in antibiotic elements, Neem is known as the
supreme medicine. Neem may be bitter in taste, but its benefits are like nectar. Neem is also very useful from environmental point of view.

away in an accident. My condolences to the bereaved
families. May God give them
strength to bear the loss."
Expressing grief over this
accident, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
announced financial assistance of two lakh rupees each
to the families of the
deceased. He said, "In this
hour of grief, I and all the citizens of Madhya Pradesh are
with the bereaved families.
Financial assistance of Rs. 2
lakh will be provided by the
state government to the next

Team Absolute|Bhopal
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Member of Legislative Assembly (Bhopal Central) and Congress leader Arif Masood staged protest with supporters at Minto Hall
against Lynching incidents in Madhya Pradesh.

groups in the mobile of one of the
accused. These include active groups of
people associated with the Islamic
organization SDPI and PFA. Not only
this, recording of conversations with
people has also been received.
The Home Minister of the state, Dr.
Narottam Mishra told reporters that the
accused had found objectionable material and documents, including
WhatsApp chats, CDs, pen dives. Not
only talks with Pakistan, in some places
there have been signs of talks with the
Taliban. They are verifying it. A very
serious case has come to light. Home
Minister Mishra further said that Indore
has been put on alert mode. As the
cases come to light, the police will take
strict action.

of kin of the deceased and
the entire treatment of the
injured will be provided. The
cost will be borne by the government." BJP state president
Vishnu Dutt Sharma and
Congress state president
Kamal Nath have also condoled the incident.
Expressing grief over the
accident, Congress State
President and former Chief
Minister Kamal Nath
expressed condolences to the
families of the victims and
prayed to God for the speedy
recovery of the injured.

Sufficient Electricity production is available
against current demand : Energy Minister

FOR JUSTICE

Taliban connection of the person who made
the inflammatory message viral in Indore
I

11 from MP die in road
accident in Rajasthan
A

INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENT OF 185 CRORE
PROPOSED IN SEHORE DISTRICT
Team Absolute |Bhopal

vey to declare Vimukt, Ghumkkad and semi-nomadic tribes
as revenue villages. A special campaign will be launched to
provide housing under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. We
will endeavour to ensure that no person from these communities remains shelterless. Residential pattas will be provided
to every person at suitable locations.
Ayushman card for treatment
Chief Minister said that arrangements for treatment are
being made by the state government. Ayushman card is
being provided to every person, so that free treatment up to
Rs. 5 lakh can be availed by them in identified private medical hospitals.
I-cards to Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic tribe
labourers Chief Minister Chouhan said that the police from
now on will mention only the name of the concerned person
while registering a crime. The caste of the person will not be
mentioned. Identity cards will be made for the migrant
labourers and hawkers of Denotified, Nomadic and Seminomadic tribes.
Original caste will be mentioned in the certificate
Chief Minister Shri Chouhan said that a special committee
presided over by the District Collector would be constituted
for better operation and review of schemes for the development and welfare of these tribes at the district level. Chief
Minister Shri Chouhan said that the original caste would be
mentioned in the certificates of Denotified, Nomadic and
Semi-nomadic tribes.

CHIEF MINISTER PAYS TRIBUTE
TO FORMER PRESIDENT LATE
PRANAB MUKHERJEE

Mentally challenged man from MP freed from Pak jail after 23 yrs
PRAHLAD RAJPUT, A MENTALLY CHALLENGED MAN FROM SAGAR DISTRICT OF
MADHYA PRADESH, WAS FINALLY
RELEASED FROM A PAKISTANI JAIL
AFTER 23 YEARS.
Team Absolute|Sagar

Bhopal : Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan paid homage to former President Late Shri Pranab
Mukherjee on his death anniversary.
Chief Minister Chouhan garlanded
his portrait at his residence. Sheopur
MLA Shri Sitaram Adivasi was also
present. Former President Late
Pranab Kumar Mukherjee was the
thirteenth President of India. He was
honoured with Bharat Ratna on
January 26, 2019.

nergy Minister Pradyuman Singh
Tomar has said that at present there
is sufficient power generation in the
state as compared to the demand of electricity. There is no power cut anywhere in
the state due to lack of power availability.
Tomar has said that since the evening
of 27th August, there was an unexpected
increase in the demand of electricity and
a situation of low generation for about
three days was created. Therefore, there
was a compulsion to resort to undeclared power cuts, as a last option. The
situation of shortfall in power generation
had been created due to countrywide
coal crisis and less rainfall. On the other
hand, due to scanty rainfall, there was an
unexpected increase in the demand for
electricity in the agriculture sector. It is
worth mentioning that in general, during

the monsoon, there is only a limited
need for electricity for irrigation.
Therefore, in these months the power
units are shut down for annual maintenance. At present, various units of 2227
MW capacity of various generating stations in the state are closed for annual
maintenance. Out of this, about 1000
MW capacity will be available by
September 5. This will bring complete
control over the situation.Continuous
efforts are being made to deal with the
shortage of coal at the national level,
under this setting up of gas based plants
and providing coal on priority basis to
the plants which have one or two days of
coal supply left are included. Despite
these conditions, due to the untiring
efforts of the government, more electricity has been supplied from August 27 to
30 than in the year 2020 and 2019. And
the highest demand has also been met.

H

e had gone missing from his
village in Sagar district but
the Indian government only
came to know years later that he
had crossed the border to Pakistan.
Prahlad is a resident of Ghosi
Patti village in Sagar district. After he
had reportedly gone missing the
Madhya Pradesh authorities tried
hard to trace him but were unsuccessful. Prahlad has got a fresh lease
of life as he returned to his homeland after spending 23 years in

prison in a foreign land. He has lost
his mother who kept waiting for his
return to India.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Atul Singh said, "In 1998 Prahlad
suddenly went missing as he was
mentally weak. Even after thorough
investigation, we could not find him.
Then suddenly in 2014 we came to
know that Prahlad is lodged in a
Pakistan jail after which constant
efforts for his release were made by
the Indian government. The
Madhya Pradesh Police and Sagar
district SP launched rigorous efforts
for Prahlad's return to his homeland. At last these efforts have been
successful." According to Singh,
"Prahlad was released from a
Pakistan jail on Monday after 23
years. He was handed over to
Gourjhamar's Sub Inspector Arvind

Singh, Constable Anil Singh and
Prahlad's brother Veer Singh at the
Wagah-Atari border. As Veer Singh
saw his brother Prahlad after several
years, his eyes filled with tears and
he hugged the latter" Veer Singh
said that his mother was looking forward to the return of her son
Prahlad, but she passed away five
years ago. "But today my mother's
dream has been fulfilled as Prahlad
has returned to his home. For facilitating Prahlad's return I thank the
state administration. On Prahlad's
return, there are celebrations and
happiness within our family and the
entire village," Veer Singh said.
Prahlad was 33-years-old when he
went missing from his village. He
has turned 56 now but the most
comforting feeling is that he has
returned to his homeland.
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TMC jolting BJP in Bengal DOES US HUMILIATION IN AFGHANISTAN
SPELL CURTAINS ON FOREVER WARS?
A
Bhopal, Wednesday, September 1, 2021

EDITOR’S SPECS

fter Mukul Roy, another BJP MLA
has joined West Bengal's ruling
Trinamool Congress. Taking the
Trinamool flag from state Education
Minister Bratya Basu at a function here on
Monday, Tanmoy Ghosh, the MLA from
Bishnupir in Bankura district, accused the
BJP of "indulging in vindictive politics".
Speaking to reporters, Ghosh claimed that
the BJP was also attempting to trigger chaos
among the people of West Bengal, because of
which he rejoined the ruling party. Ghosh
had switched over to the BJP from the
Trinamool in March, days ahead of the state
elections. Earlier, he was the Trinamool
Youth President of Bishnupur town in
Bankura and also a councillor of the local
civic body. He also said many BJP leaders
are in touch with the party. "We appeal to
all to join the TMC but the final decision will
be taken by the party leadership," he added.
A day after Tanmoy Ghosh switched camps,
BJP MLA from Bagda in North 24
Parganas, Biswajit Das followed suit on
Tuesday. Das, who left the party before the
election and won from Bagda assembly constituency on a BJP ticket, said: "It was a mistake and the decision (to leave Trinamool
Congress) was taken on the basis of factors
that were not correct. Now I can understand
that there is no room for work in the
Bharatiya Janata Party and so I decided to
come back to my old party again." Two former party members - Monotosh Nath and
Subrata Pal - rejoined with Das. On
Monday, Ghosh, the BJP MLA from
Bishnupur in Bankura district, rejoined the
Trinamool, alleging that the internal differences in the BJP are so strong that there is no
place for doing any developmental work.

SAEED NAQVI

T

he horrific terrorist
attacks outside Kabul airport will boost chaos sky
high. It will take focus
away from the only frame
in which the epochal events of the
past few days should be seen. Did
the US withdrawal, however messy,
bring an end to the 'forever wars'? Is
that outcome to be welcomed? Or is
this the time to analyze the 'incompetence' of the Taliban? A people
who defeated a superpower in battle should be given a little more
than a fortnight to find their feet.
Or, is there an urge in wounded
hearts for some rearguard action in
order to pick up shreds of prestige
blown to smithereens? A military
response to the residual imperialist
yearning, pulsating beneath the
ashes, may well provide Afghans
with an opportunity to measure up
to Vietnam's record. Vietnam
defeated three permanent members of the Security Council in the
battlefield: France at Dien Bien
Phu, the US at Saigon, and China in
Lang Son. Mujahideen Taliban have
two scalps in their bag already -Soviet Union and the US. Another
trophy for the Afghans, anybody?
It is ironical that Tony Blair's has
been the loudest yelp. "Imbecilic" to
withdraw, he screamed. How thick
a human skin can be? Just the other

day Sir John Chilcot in his historic
report grilled the illustrious British
Prime Minister for dissembling
facts leading Britain into a bogus
Iraq war. "I express more sorrow,
regret and apology than you will
ever imagine" he wept.
Donald Trump asked Jimmy
Carter, "What should we do, China
is going ahead of us?" Carter's reply
was pithy: "China has not been at
war since 1978; we have never
stopped being at war." Does this
withdrawal spell an end to Imperial
overreach?
Is there something akin to racism
in the way TV images of the Taliban
in Kabul send shivers down our
spine? How did we ever persuade
ourselves that they are a ghastly lot?
Who knows, they may well be but
who has drilled this image so
indelibly into our consciousness?
Not our media, surely. Our
'atmanirbhar', or self-sufficient
media take 'foreign' news from
Western agencies to a point of saturation. This shapes our mind and,
to some extent, South Block's too.
Of course, our ambassadors file
reams of copy but spring a surprise
on them at work: they are all watching the same channels.
When Nick Robertson of the
CNN froths in the mouth about the
"thugs" which means the Taliban in
his book, the froth is sprayed all
over our 'atmanirbhar' channels.

A

n Egyptian archaeological mission has
unearthed remains of a residential and
commercial town dating back to the
Greco-Roman era in the coastal city of
Alexandria.
During the excavation work in the al-Shatby
neighbourhood, "the mission has found a
large network of tunnel tanks painted in pink
for storing rain, flood and groundwater to be
used during the draught time", Xinhua news
agency quoted Mostafa Waziri, SecretaryGeneral of the Supreme Council of Antiquities
of Egypt, as saying on Friday.
He added that studies show that the settlement was used from the 2nd century B.C. to
the 4th century A.D.

Waziri said pottery pots and some statues
have been found in more than 40 wells and

METHOD OF 'NIGHT LETTERS' TO INTIMIDATE
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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"If I don't, they will kill me, that is why
I am in hiding, trying to find a way to
escape. But I need help."
Those received by former British
translators are designed to both spread
fear and compliance with Taliban directives with threats of violence or death if
"demands are not met", the Daily Mail
report said.
As in Naz's case, that usually involves
an interpreter surrendering to a Taliban
court.

OVER 1,000 ILLEGAL MIGRANTS
RESCUED OFF LIBYAN COAST
Tripoli: More
than 1,000 illegal
migrants were
rescued off the
Libyan coast
over the past
week, the
International
Organization for
Migration (IOM)
said."In the period of August 22-28, 1,131 migrants were rescued/intercepted at sea and returned to Libya," IOM said.
The Organization said that a total of 23,550 illegal
migrants, including women and children, were rescued and
returned to Libya, Xinhua news agency reported.
It added that 446 illegal migrants have died and 648 others
gone missing off the Libyan coast on the Central
Mediterranean route so far this year.Libya has been suffering
insecurity and chaos since the fall of the late leader
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, which makes the North African
country a preferred point of departure for illegal migrants
who want to cross the Mediterranean Sea to European
shores.Up to 90 per cent of people crossing the
Mediterranean Sea to Europe depart from Libya.Rescued
migrants end up inside overcrowded reception centres
across Libya, despite repeated international calls to close
them. There are currently 223,949 internally displaced
Libyans, according to the UNHCR.

in "our image", like the US military.
Really! Where the hell have all the
soldiers gone, however wrongly
trained, armed to the teeth? What
were all those "Green on Blue"
attacks when trainees turned upon
their trainers, killing many. Did
such attacks just end by divine
intervention or embarrassing
episodes just go away because the
obedient media switches off its
cameras?
Thumb through the files of the
Guardian and locate the headline
'US marines charged over urinating
on bodies of dead Taliban'. Trump
appointed Gina Haspel as the CIA
chief specifically for her record in
torture and rendition. He said on
TV "torture works; torture works."
Afghans even the supine ones making money hand over fist with US
contractors and even more with
Ghani's corrupt minions -- would
they fall in love with the Americans
who built torture chambers, multiple Abu Ghraibs, crashing down
doors and stripping families, humil-

iating them.
Even as I write Ben RobertsSmith, of Australia's Special Air
Services regiment, who was awarded the Victoria Cross for duty in
Afghanistan, was, until the other
day, fighting with his back to the
wall in an Australian court facing
charges of atrocities on Afghan
civilians. An internal investigation
last year found Special Forces men
"unlawfully killed" 39 Afghan civilians and prisoners. At least in
Australia some limited processes
were set into motion, but as for the
US, let me quote George Bush the
senior. "United States can do what
the hell it wants." If Biden's withdrawal puts an end to actions which
do not become America, history
will judge him fairly. Dealing with
the Taliban is a separate matter.
(Saeed Naqvi is a senior commentator on political and diplomatic issues. The views expressed
are personal.)

Remains of Greco-Roman town unearthed in Egypt's Alexandria

TALIBAN USES TRADITIONAL AFGHAN
he Taliban are pinning chilling
'night letters' on the doors of
those they accuse of "working
for the crusaders". The notes
order their victims to attend a
Taliban-convened court. Failure to do so
will result in the death penalty, the Daily
Mail reported.
The letters are a traditional Afghan
method of intimidation. They were used
by mujahideen fighters during the Soviet
occupation and then by the Taliban as
both a propaganda tool and a threat.
Often used in rural communities, they
are now being widely circulated in cities.
One of those to receive a warning was
Naz, a 34-year-old father-of-six whose
construction company helped the UK
military build roads in Helmand and the
runway at Camp Bastion, the report
said.
He had applied for sanctuary in
Britain under ARAP, the Afghan relocation programme, but had been rejected.
Naz said: "The letter was official and
stamped by the Taliban. It is a clear message that they want to kill me. If I attend
the court, I will be punished with my
life.

Christiane Amanpour grills former
Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel on
his support for Biden's decision.
"Are we giving up on terrorism? Is
our project of democracy, human
rights being abandoned?" in acute
anxiety she rolls her eyeballs virtually out of their sockets.
Painting Muslims in lurid colours
has been a practice at least since
the 70s when Muslim states surrounding Israel vigorously supported the Palestinian cause.
Palestinian Professor at Columbia
University, Edward Said's 'Covering
Islam' has a jacket which is a collector's item. It is a metaphor for the
way Muslims are portrayed in the
media. An Afghan militant, headgear at all, is crouching and taking
aim with his Kalashnikov. In the
very frame is a western cameraman,
resting a knee on the ground, clicking the gun-toting Afghan. This is
how the image of a 'militant
Islamist' is manufactured.
It was prescient of Edward Said to
have spotted the beginnings of
manufactured Islamic militancy.
This industry was to grow after the
Soviet collapse and burgeon after
9/11. In terrorism the Military
Industrial Complex found a durable
replacement for the Cold War
enemy, the Soviet Union.
Oh, the excuses that are being
made for the debacle: we made the
mistake of training the Afghan army

Shir, 47, worked on the front lines in
Helmand and qualified for relocation.
But he was unable to force his way
through the airport to board an evacuation flight.
"My daughter found the letter on our
door with a nail in it. It instructed me to
surrender myself for the judgment of the
court of the Islamic Emirate (Taliban) or
they would act like hunters to find me.
They would then kill me." He immediately moved home and is now in hiding.

HURRICANE IDA
WREAKS HAVOC
ACROSS LOUISIANA
New Orleans: With people trapped
on rooftops, flooded roads blocked
by downed trees and power lines,
and over one million residents without electricity, Hurricane Ida has
wreaked widespread havoc since its
landfall in the US state of Louisiana
on the weekedn.The hurricane was
downgraded to a tropical storm
over southwestern Mississippi on
Monday, about 16 hours after making landfall in Louisiana as a
Category 4 hurricane, the US
National Hurricane Center (NHC)
said.However, it continues to leave a
path of damage.There are four flash
flood emergencies in place for portions of southeastern Louisiana,
according to a CNN report.
A tornado watch has been issued
for portions of Mississippi, Alabama
and Florida.PowerOutage.US
reported that the hurricane had
triggered a massive blackout across
the region, leaving at least 1 million
customers in Louisiana and 80,000
more in Mississippi without electricity as of Monday.Hundreds of
boats, high-water vehicles and helicopters headed out on Monday
across southern Louisiana in search
of residents trapped on rooftops as
floods overwhelmed their neighbourhoods.

11 Yemeni soldiers
killed in Houthi attacks
Sanaa|Agencies
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t least 11 soldiers of the pro-government Yemeni forces were
killed as the Houthi rebels
launched intensified attacks against the
country's oil-rich province of Marib, a
military official said.
The official told Xinhua news agency
that "the Houthi militia began launching coordinated and intensified armed
attacks against various areas" of the
province on Monday.
The official clarified that the intense
and simultaneous attacks targeted the
pro-government forces stationed in
Marib's southern and western areas,
particularly in Sirwah district.
He confirmed that the pro-government forces backed by local tribal fighters managed to repulse most of the
Houthi attacks, and that the group's
gunmen made limited progress in
Sirwah district.
The Yemeni official indicated that

tanks, which indicated a large population in
that area near Alexandria, which was the capital of Egypt in the Greco-Roman era.
He said the mission also found rest houses
for travellers and visitors where they waited
for getting licenses to enter the town as well as
houses used as centres for collecting taxes.
He noted that the preliminary studies on
the discovered district revealed that "it was
composed of main street and several branch
roads that are all connected with sanitation
network".
Meanwhile, Khaled Abu
Hamad Director-General of
Alexandria Antiquities
Authority said the town had a

big market, shops for selling pots, and workshops for making statues.
He added that nearly 700 coins and plates
in different shapes and a large number of fishing tools have been found in the discovered
town."Excavation work on the old town took
nine months," said Abu Hamad, stressing the
importance of the district in connecting the
trade movement between the east and the
west.Alexandria, the third-largest city in Egypt
after Cairo and Giza, was founded in 331 B.C.
by Alexander the Great.

international

'Iran will downscale nuke activities
if US returns to all obligations'
"The Vienna talks are not about
reaching a new text. The
Vienna talks are to ensure the
implementation of the nuclear
deal point by point by the US,"
Saeed Khatibzadeh,
spokesman for the Ministry,
told reporters on Monday.
Tehran|Agencies

T

he Iranian Foreign Ministry said
that the country will downscale its
nuclear activities if the US fully
returns to "all of its commitments under
the nuclear agreement and UN Security
Council Resolution 2231 in a verified
manner".
If Washington abides by its obligations
in such verified way, he added that Iran
will accept that the US' delegates sit "in
the nuclear agreement room" and will
"stop its mitigation measures".
Khatibzadeh described the talks to
revive the 2015 landmark agreement as a
"technical dialogue", and added that they
will continue, on the basis of a consensus
across the ruling structures of the Iranian
state.
The role of the Foreign Ministry in the
upcoming continuation of the talks, he
went on to say, is yet to be decided by the

leadership and will be made public.
On August 22, then Foreign Ministerdesignate Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said
in his confidence vote session in
Parliament that the country was willing to
engage in "reasonable" negotiations that
serve the Iranian people's interests.
Former US President Donald Trump
withdrew from the 2015 agreement in
May 2018 and unilaterally re-imposed old
and new sanctions on Iran.
In response, Iran has gradually stopped
implementing parts of its commitments
to the deal since May 2019.
After six rounds of talks in Vienna since
April, the parties said serious differences
remained between Iran and the US for
the revitalization of the deal. The sixth
round of talks ended on June 20, with the
talks currently on hiatus.

Global Covid-19 caseload tops 217 mn
The global coronavirus caseload has topped 217 million, while the
deaths have surged to more than 4.50 million and vaccinations soared
to over 5.23 billion, according to the Johns Hopkins University.
Washington|Agencies

I

the battles are still going on between
the two warring sides, on most of the
fighting fronts in Marib, various heavy
weapons are used, while the Saudi
Arabia-led coalition launched several
airstrikes against the Houthis. No information, however, was given about
casualties among the fighters of the
Houthi rebel group during the
exchange of fire with pro-government
forces in Marib.The Houthis began in
February a major offensive on Marib in
an attempt to seize control of the oilrich province, the government's last
northern stronghold.

n its latest update on Tuesday
morning, the University's
Center for Systems Science
and Engineering (CSSE) revealed
that the current global caseload,
death toll and vaccination tally
stood at 217,038,138, 4,508,896
and 5,236,019,787, respectively.
The US continues to be the
worst-hit country with the
world's highest number of cases
and deaths at 39,048,678 and
638,676, respectively, according
to the CSSE.In terms of infections, India follows in the second
place with 32,737,939 cases.
The other worst countries with
over 3 million cases are Brazil
(20,752,281), France (6,834,834),
Russia (6,803,323), the UK

(6,789,189), Turkey (6,366,408),
Argentina (5,178,889), Colombia
(4,907,264), Iran (4,960,744),
Spain (4,847,298), Italy
(4,534,499), Indonesia
(4,079,267), Germany (3,947,035)
and Mexico (3,335,700), the CSSE
figures showed.In terms of
deaths, Brazil comes second with

579,574 fatalities.Nations with a
death toll of over 100,000 are
India (438,210), Mexico
(258,165), Peru (198,115), Russia
(179,233), the UK (132,808),
Indonesia (132,491), Italy
(129,146), Colombia (124,883),
France (114,620), Argentina
(111,607) and Iran (107,151).
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MARKET AT NEW RECORD HIGH
LEVELS; SENSEX UP 662 POINTS
mark levels of 57,000 points and 17,000-mark,
respectively.
The journey to the new high was achieved in
record time.The BSE Sensex crossed the
57,000-mark and touched a record
high of 57,625.26 points, while
the Nifty50 on the National
Stock Exchange hit the
17,000-level for the first
time in its history. It hit

Team Absolute|Mumbai

H

opes of fast economic growth as
well as healthy sales numbers for
August accelerated the rise of key
domestic indices -- S&P BSE Sensex
and NSE Nifty50 -- to new land-

an all-time high of 17,153.50 points during the
day.
It was the fastest 1,000-point gain for Nifty50.
The indices made the journey from 16,000 to
17,000 in just 28 days.
Besides, BSE companies' overall market cap
has crossed Rs 250 lakh crore for the first time.

Mumbai & MMR get heavy
rains, one feared drowned

The across-the-board rise was led by telecom,
IT and health.Notably, Nifty50 made fresh
record high of 17,153 points, while Sensex
reached a record high of 57,625 points.
At the end of the day's trade, Sensex settled at
57,552.39, higher by 662.63 points or 1.16 per
cent from its previous close of 56,889.76 points.
It opened at 56,995.15 and recorded an intraday low of 56,859.10 points.
Nifty closed at 17,132.20 points, higher by
201.15 points or 1.19 per cent from its previous
close."Nifty gained for the third consecutive day
on August 31 and closed above 17,000 for the
first time ever. Nifty opened mildly higher and
made an intra-day low within the first 30 minutes of trade," said Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities.
"It later kept inching up gradually through the
day to end almost at the intra-day high. Late
recovery in Asian markets also helped Nifty to
rise further," he added.
According to Siddhartha Khemka, Head,
Retail Research, Motilal Oswal Financial
Services: "Investors tomorrow (Wednesday) will
react to India's GDP data due later today along
with auto sales number that will start pouring in
from tomorrow.The top gainers on the Sensex
were Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finance and Bajaj
Finserv, while the only losers were Nestle India,
IndusInd Bank and Reliance Industries.

A

fter a lull of two weeks,
heavy rains hit the
financial capital of
Mumbai and the coastal
North Konkan belt since the
wee hours of Tuesday, officials
said here on Tuesday.
While one boy was washed
away in a flooded river in
Jalgaon, there has been no
impact on the road, rail traffic
or air services.The IMD
Regional Meteorological
Centre has cautioned fishermen against venturing into the Arabian Sea at least for the
next 72 hours till September 3 due to rough
sea conditions.Besides Mumbai, large areas
of Palghar, Thane and Raigad districts - comprising the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
also witnessed heavy to very heavy rainfall.
There were reports of big and small hillslides or landslides on the Aurangabad and
the Ratnagiri highways, with traffic diverted
to alternative routes.

Other districts like Nashik, Nanded,
Jalgaon, Aurangabad, Beed, Akola and Dhule
were clobbered with heavy rains.
According to local media reports, several
hundred cattle were washed away in the
floods in Chalisgaon in Jalgaon.
Low-lying areas in Raigad, Palghar, Thane,
Nashik and other places were inundated
under flood waters with people frantically
attempting to save their homes and valuables.

CROWD IN PUBLIC PLACES IS A
MATTER OF CONCERN: BOMBAY HC
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Bombay high court
on Tuesday raised concern over crowds assembling at public places in
Mumbai and said if it was not
controlled or restricted, the
city would face a similar situation as earlier this year when
the number of COVID-19
cases surged, leading to the
second wave of the pandemic.
A full bench of Chief Justice
Dipankar Datta, Justices A A
Sayed, K K Tated and P B
Varale said the government, authorities and
citizens should learn from the earlier experience and noted that as per experts, the third
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic was "knocking at our doors".
"In our meeting of the administrative committee of the HC, lawyers and other experts
held on Monday, an expert, Dr Rahul Pandit,
who heads the Special Task Force appointed
by the Supreme Court, informed that the third
wave of the pandemic is knocking at our
doors," Chief Justice Datta said.
"Unless all the safety protocols are not followed, the state will face an imminent danger.
Dr Pandit was also of the view that at least till
April 2022, the nation may not get rid of
COVID-19," he said.
The high court said
photographs published in various newspapers show crowds assembling at beaches in

Mumbai, like the Juhu Chowpatty, Girgaum
Chowpatty and Marine Drive. "If you (government) do not control or restrict this, then
again the same situation is bound to happen.
We need to draw from our experience," the
court said. The bench extended all interim
orders passed by the high court as well as all
subordinate courts and tribunals in
Maharashtra and Goa till September 30.
"Considering the view placed by the
experts, the situation of uncertainty and the
ensuing festivities which could pose a threat
to the human kind, we are of the opinion that
the interest of justice would be served if the
protective interim orders are extended till
September 30," the court said.
The HC also said that its full bench would
assemble next on September 24 to review the
situation.

Transport Minister Parab seeks time OPPN DESPERATELY
SEEKING ALLIANCE AS
to appear before probe agency
THEIR GAME IS UP: GOA CM

Team Absolute|Mumbai

M
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aharashtra
Transport Minister
Anil Parab on
Tuesday sought 14 days'
time to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in connection with a
money laundering case.
In a communication to
ED, Parab said he could not
appear before the agency
today due to his pre-scheduled engagements.
The ED on Sunday had
summoned Parab in connection with a money laundering case. "He has been
asked to appear before the
agency on Tuesday," the ED
said in a statement.
The summons came days
after a viral video clip surfaced in which Parab can be
seen ordering police officers
to arrest Union Minister
Narayan Rane without delay.
Maharashtra BJP MLA

Ashish Shelar had also
accused Parab for the brief
arrest of Rane and demanded a CBI inquiry into the
arrest and the entire procedure of action.Following the
issuance of ED's summon,
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
said the judicial action was
anticipated as Mr Parab is
the Guardian Minister of
Ratnagiri where Rane was
arrested."As expected, Anil
Parab was issued an ED
notice as soon as the Jan
Ashirwad Jatra was concluded. The central government
has begun its work. The epicentre of the earthquake was
reported in Ratnagiri. Parab
is the Guardian Minister of

Ratnagiri. Please understand
the chronology. We will fight
the legal battle with the
law...Jai Maharashtra," Raut
tweeted.Referring to a viral
video clip of Parab, Raut
said, "Anil Parab is the
Guardian Minister of
Ratnagiri, he can give orders
to anyone. I haven't seen the
clip and don't consider Anil
Parab's clip as evidence."
Rane was arrested in
Ratnagiri district, earlier on
Tuesday, after FIRs were
filed against him for making
alleged controversial
remarks against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray.
However, the Union minister was later granted bail
by the Magistrate Court in
Mahad in Raigad district.
The court has ordered Rane
to be present at the Ratnagiri
police station for inquiry on
August 31 and September
13.

Panaji: Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant on Tuesday
chided the opposition parties
for trying to desperately cobble
up alliances to take on the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party in
the Assembly elections scheduled next year.Speaking at a
political rally in North Goa's
Siolim constituency, Sawant
said that the BJP is destined to win the Assembly polls,
which are scheduled to be held in early 2022. "You (voters)
have to elect a BJP government. Many people have come to
know that their game is up, which is why they are roaming
around with offers of alliances. They want it done by today
or tomorrow," Sawant said."They have realised that they will
not win. The year 2022 will see a BJP government. Goans
have decided that," Sawant added.The Chief Minister's comments came amid constant jostling in opposition parties,
some of which are trying to cobble up alliances. The Goa
Forward Party, a regional political outfit, has been repeatedly
angling for an alliance with the Congress, even as the top
state Congress leaders, including Leader of Opposition
Digambar Kamat as well as AICC senior observer P.
Chidambaram, maintained that any alliance-related decision would be taken by the party's high command at an
"appropriate time".

MNS WORKERS BOOKED FOR
BJP seeks reopening of temples, Congress slams protest HOLDING
'DAHI HANDI' IN WORLI

Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

n the day of Janmashtami, the
opposition BJP in Maharashtra
staged a statewide
'shankhnaad' protest demanding
reopening of temples, even as the ruling ally Congress slammed it for
resorting to 'religion and temple politics. Hordes BJP activists, along with
some temple priests and commoners,
carried out noisy demonstrations and
raised slogans, accusing Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray for his
alleged 'anti-Hindu' stance.
The agitations were held outside
temples in Mumbai, Thane, Pune,
Nashik, Aurangabad, Nagpur, Solapur
and Kolhapur, led by state BJP leaders
who rang bells, blew conches and
clanged cymbals to highlight their
cause.The protesters slammed the
Maha Vikas Aghadi government,

raised slogans, carried black placards
and posters, and accused the state
government of deliberately trampling
upon peoples' religious sentiments by
keeping temples and other places of
worship shut for nearly two years

now.Hitting back at the BJP, Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant said the
party is not adhering to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's directives
on maintaining Covid-19 protocols.
"The BJP people are 'super-spread-

RBI to fine tune liquidity
operations whenever needed
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) will fine
tune liquidity operations from time-to-time,
when needed, Governor
Shaktikanta Das said on
Tuesday.
Addressing the FIMMDAPDAI Annual Conference, he
said that the Reserve Bank
will endeavour to ensure
adequate liquidity in the Gsec market as an integral element of its effort to maintain
comfortable liquidity conditions in the system.
"In order to facilitate this
process as markets settle
down to regular timings and
functioning and liquidity
operations normalise, the
Reserve Bank will also conduct fine-tuning operations
from time to time as needed
to manage unanticipated and

ers'. They are blatantly violating the
Covid rules by this agitation, many
leaders including (state BJP
President) Chandrakant Patil are not
wearing masks," said Sawant.
He accused the BJP of not only
"insulting the Hindu religion", but
having absolutely no concern for the
"lives of devotees" by such irresponsible actions and playing 'temple politics'.
As the state emerges from the second wave of the pandemic, the government is not willing to take any
risks and has banned all crowded festivals like 'Dahi-Handi' on Tuesday or
the 'Ganeshotsav' starting next week.
Sawant also referred to the circular
issued by Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan asking the state government to impose curbs on megacrowd puller festivals in view of the
potential threat of a third Covid wave.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

case has been registered
against four activists of the
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena and eight others for violating COVID-19 norms by
holding a 'Dahi Handi' programme in Worli area of central Mumbai on Tuesday,
police said.
Two MNS activists have
been arrested, while a
search has been launched
to nab the others, an official said. A popular
event organised during
Gokulashtami, 'Dahi
Handi' programmes
draw large crowds.
MNS activists had
organised a practice

Amidst gradual recovery, private
airports to double capex to Rs 42K cr
Team Absolute|Mumbai

C
one-off liquidity flows so that
liquid conditions in the system evolve in a balanced and
evenly distributed manner,"
he said.
Noting that government
securities are a distinct asset
class, Das said that it is
important to appreciate the
role the G-sec market plays in
the overall macro interest
rate environment of the
economy.
Over the years, the market
for G-secs and the associated
market infrastructure have
reached a stage where it
could be considered as one
among the best in the world,

he noted.
These developments have
taken place in tandem with
efforts to develop and liberalise other key financial markets such as the markets for
interest rate derivatives and
foreign exchange markets,
together with efforts to build
linkages across different markets and market infrastructure, the RBI Governor said.
"We have come a long way
in developing the financial
markets in the country, but
this is a continuous journey
and together we can make it
even more robust and
vibrant."

'Dahi Handi' near Panchashil Nagar
in Worli on late on Monday night,
where people had gathered, the
official said.
The Mumbai police had earlier
issued notices under section 149
CrPC to 38 'Dahi Handi' organisers, to prevent cognisable
offences, he said.
A notice had also been
served to the organiser at
Worli, who violated the
norm, following which
action was taken, the official
said.
An FIR under section
188 of IPC and relevant
sections of the Mumbai
Police Act have been registered in this regard, he
said.

onfident of air traffic growth
in the long term, private airport operators will spend
around Rs 42,000 crore on capacity
expansion over the five years, to fiscal 2026. That is more than double
the capital expenditure (capex) they
incurred in the previous five fiscals.
The confidence on capex stems
from the strong long-term fundamentals and regulated tariff structure, which allows pass through of
capex costs and thereby keeping the
risks low.
Before the onset of Covid-19 in
India, towards the end of fiscal
2020, private airports were bursting
at their seams, operating at over 115
per cent of their design capacity (i.e
operating at 175 million passengers
on a design capacity of 150 million
passengers). The high operating

rate was due to strong annual
growth of over 8 per cent in air traffic between fiscals 2016 and 2020.
The operating rates took a massive
hit in fiscal 2021 as the pandemic
and the subsequent economic slowdown led to traffic nose-diving by
65 per cent.
Though the current fiscal also
started with a more virulent second
wave, prospects of economic recovery look brighter with the infection

rate easing, vaccinations gathering
pace, and the government continuing its thrust on infrastructure
development. The economic
growth outlook remains strong and
GDP is expected to grow at 7.4 per
cent CAGR over next four years of
fiscal 2022 to fiscal 2025, in real
terms.This would mean an additional 190 million passengers will fly
pan India by fiscal 2026 over the
pre-pandemic base of fiscal 2020 of

340 million passengers taking the
overall traffic to 530 million passengers by fiscal 2026. Of this, 70 per
cent or 375 million passengers is
expected to be handled by private
airports in fiscal 2026, up from 50
per cent in fiscal 2020, driven largely by overall traffic growth and new
airports getting privatised during
this period.This expected demand
growth is driving private airport
operators to enhance the design
capacity to 340 million passengers
per annum from the pre-pandemic
level of 150 million. Despite this significant capacity expansion, strong
increase in demand could keep utilisation rates of these airports
around 100 per cent by fiscal 2026.
Airports also earn from non-aero
activities, including passenger
spending within the airport ecosystem such as on food and beverages,
lounge, and retail.
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A

ctors Jason Statham,
Sylvester Stallone, 50 Cent
and Megan Fox among others will be seen in the new
'Expendables' film.
Lionsgate and Millennium Media
have announced that a new
'Expendables' movie is coming with a
bunch of familiar faces and some new
additions, reports aceshowbiz.com.
The fourth installment will bring
back the franchise veterans such as
Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham,
Dolph Lundgren and Randy Couture.
The four stars, who have appeared
in the previous three installments, are
set to reprise their roles as
Barney Ross, Lee Christmas,
Gunner Jensen and Toll Road,
respectively. Meanwhile,
Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson,
Megan Fox and Tony Jaa are
joining the upcoming movie
as new characters. Plot details
have not been revealed, but
according to The Hollywood
Reporter, the movie will once
again focus on a group of veteran mercenaries.

Sylvester Stallone,
Jason Statham in new
'Expendables' film

'JUNGLE
CRUISE'
SEQUEL IN
WORKS
WITH
ORIGINAL
CAST

ARIANA GRANDE:
NOT THE ONE
SINGING ON KANYE
WEST'S 'DONDA'
New York | Agencies

A

merican singer-actor Ariana
Grande has set the record straight
that she isn't the one singing on
Kanye West's new album 'Donda'.
After the surprise drop of Kanye
West's highly anticipated album 'Donda'
on Sunday, Ariana's fans noticed background vocals in the album's title track
that sounded remarkably similar to the
'Positions' singer, according to
Billboard.com.
As it turns out, the vocals heard on
'Donda' do not belong to Ariana, as she
has since clarified in a new post to her
Instagram stories.
Ariana laid the rumours to rest in a
short but sweet message on her stories on
Monday and revealed the true singer
behind the background vocals. She
wrote, "You sound so beautiful
@thestalone," reposting
singer Stalone's
Instagram about working on the vocals
heard on Donda.

JENNIFER
HUDSON: 'CATS' WAS
'MISUNDERSTOOD'

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los Angeles | Agencies

H

ollywood stars Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt are set to
return as wisecracking skipper Frank Wolff and intrepid
researcher Dr Lily Houghton, respectively, for the sequel of
their film 'Jungle Cruise'.Expected to also come back are director
Jaume Collet-Serra and the film's producing team of John
Davis, John Fox, Beau Flynn, Johnson, Dany Garcia and
Hiram Garcia. Scott Sheldon returns as executive producer,
reports hollywoodreporter.com.
Johnson shared his excitement on Twitter by commenting: "ALL ABOARD Mahalo to our buddy @Borys_Kit for
breaking the big Jungle Cruise sequel news!!! This is going to
be FUN! Oh and cheers to Jungle Cruise just crossing $100M
at the domestic box office."'Jungle Cruise' opened July 30 to
more than $35 million at the domestic box office and more than
$30 million in Disney+ Premier Access in its first three days,
according to the studio.The domestic tally now stands at $100.1 million. Worldwide, it has made $187 million.

A

ctress Jennifer Hudson, who starred as
Grizabella in 'Cats', feels that the 2019
movie was "misunderstood".
'Cats' is a musical fantasy film based on the
1981 Tony Award-winning stage musical of
the same name by Andrew Lloyd Webber,
which in turn was based on the poetry collection 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats'
by T.S. Eliot. "I loved that you asked
about Cats! You know what? I think it
was a bit overwhelming," Hudson told
Total Film, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
She added, "It's unfortunate that it
was misunderstood. I think later
down the line, people will see it
differently. But it is something I am still very proud of
and grateful to have been a
part of. Yeah, I got to be
Grizabella the Glamour
Cat!"

DRAKE CONFIRMS RELEASE
DATE OF 'CERTIFIED LOVER BOY'

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Toronto | Agencies

A

fter a cryptic video last week on ESPN's 'SportsCenter', Drake confirmed that his
long-awaited new album, 'Certified Lover Boy', is just over the horizon. The
Canadian rap star posted an image of 12 expectant mom emojis on Instagram along
with the all-caps message "Certified Lover Boy September 3."
Last week, Drake seemed to hint that CLB was imminent on
ESPN's flagship programme 'SportsCenter', sneaking in an image
of a fan holding up a sign reading "CLB September 3" in between
baseball highlights. Drake is the highest-certified digital singles
artiste ever in the
United States, having
moved 142 million
units based on combined sales and ondemand streams. The
pop star has won four
Grammy awards
along with
several
others
accolades.

Los Angeles | Agencies

F

ilmmaker-actor Dave Franco will be
directing his actress wife Alison Brie
in

Dave
o
t
o
c
n
a
Fr
e
f
i
w
t
c
dire
s
'
e
i
r
B
Alison m
new fil

'Somebody I Used to Know' for Amazon Studios.
Actors Jay Ellis and Kiersey Clemons are also
on board for the project, which was co-written by
Brie and Franco.
The actress will play a workaholic revisiting
her life and career choices on a trip back to her
hometown, whereas Ellis will take on the role of
her ex-boyfriend, and Clemons will portray a
younger woman who reminds her of the person
she used to be.
"Alison and I love romantic comedies and
were inspired by the classics from the 80s and
90s. We couldn't be more excited about working with Jay and Kiersey, who are both
extremely natural performers, capable of
bringing levity and drama in equal measure,"
Franco said.
About the romcom project itself, Amazon
Studios' co-head of movies Julie Rapaport said,
"Dave and Alison have reimagined a beloved
genre in a delightfully modern way."

Camila Cabello

Bhopal, Wednesday, September 01, 2021

RAIN PLAYS SPOILSPORT AS MARIYAPPAN
WINS SILVER, SHARAD BRONZE
Tokyo | Agencies

S

lippery conditions caused by
heavy rains put paid to India's
hopes of a gold medal in Men's
High Jump T63 as
MariyappanThangavelu and Sharad
Kumar had to be satisfied with silver
and bronze medals respectively at
the Paralympic Games here on
Tuesday.
Mariyappan, who won the gold
medal in the same category in the
Rio Paralympics in 2016 with a
jump of 1.89, could manage only
1.86 as American Sam
Greweoutjumped him by clearing
1.88 metres. Mariyappan tried to
clear 1.88 but failed in three
attempts.
Sharad managed 1.83 metres and
bagged the bronze medal. The third
Indian in the field, Varun Bhati, who
won bronze in Rio Paralympics in
2016, finished sixth with a valid
jump of 1.77m.
Mariyappan, whose leg was

Asian Youth & Junior Boxing: India
end campaign with record 39 medals
Indian boxing
contingent on
Tuesday concluded their successful campaign in
Dubai with a haul
of 39 medals,
including 14
gold, at the 2021
ASBC Asian
Youth & Junior
Boxing
Championships.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

crushed by a vehicle when he was
on his way to school in his village in
Salem district of Tamil Nadu, wears
socks in the leg that has impairment. He has spikes on the other
leg. Sharad too uses spikes only in
one leg and both said that taking off

for the jump was difficult in these
conditions.
"The socks on my leg got soggy
and it was impacting take-off for the
jump. If there was no rain, I could
have cleared 1.90 metres easily as I
had started well and got into a good

Narwal tops qualifying, Singhraj too reaches final
Manish Narwal topped the qualifying
round while Singhraj too made it to the
eight-player final of the P1 - Men's 10m Air
Pistol SH1 at the Tokyo Paralympic Games
on Tuesday.Narwal tied for the top spot
with Chinese Lou Xiaolong, both with a
score of 575 points. He, however, topped the
ranking having shot 21 pellets into the inner
10 circles as compared to 15 by
Lou.Singhraj tallied 569 points to finish
sixth in the 60-shot qualifying cycle.

Narwal smashes Pro Kabaddi League
record, sold to UP Yoddha for 1.65cr

UNWELL VINESH FEELS PULLS OUT
OF WORLD C'SHIPS TRIALS MATCH

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Vishal (80kg) added one
more yellow metal to the
tally, Neha (54kg) handed
the country gold in the
youth women's event played
late on Monday night. She
managed to win against
Kazakhstan's
AishagulYeleubayeva by
split 3-2 decision.
Later, PreetiDahiya struck
another gold with a similar
victory in the 60kg final
against the 2021 Youth
World Championships silver
medallist
ZuldyzShayakhmetova of
Kazakhstan. SnehaKumari
(66kg) and Khushi (75kg)
too claimed convincing victories in their respective
finals to bag gold medals.
While Sneha registered
Referee Stopping the
Contest (RSC) win over local
favourite
RahmahAlmurshidi, Khushi
blanked Kazakhstan's Dana
Diday.
Meanwhile other youth

boxers in action on the final
day, Vishvanath Suresh
(48kg), NiveditaKarki (48kg),
Tamanna (50kg),
SimranVerma (52kg), Preeti
(57kg), Khushi (63kg),
Vanshaj (64kg),
JaydeepRawat (71kg) and
Tanishbir Kaur Sandhu
(81kg) signed off with silver
medals.
Earlier five boxers, including one woman, claimed
bronze medals in the youth
event after finishing in the
semi-finals. Among men,
Daksh Singh (67kg), Deepak
(75kg), Abhimanyu Loura
(92kg) and Aman Singh
Bisht (92+kg) bagged bronze
medals while Lashu Yadav
(70kg) ended with a bronze
in the women's category.
With 20 medals in the
youth event, India also bettered their last edition's
medals tally of 12 medals,
including five gold, achieved
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in
2019.

We'll play his deliveries, not his
reputation: Root on Ashwin
London|Agencies

P

ardeepNarwal has smashed an all-time
record by becoming the highest-ever
bought kabaddi player in the history of
the Pro Kabaddi League (PKL), after being
bought by the UP Yoddha for Rs 1.65 crore.
The UP Yoddha bought the talismanic
raider Narwal on Monday, the second day of
the PKL auction for the upcoming Season 8,
which will take place in December.
Narwal, the highlight of the day, continues
to re-write history books, with his price tag
now quashing that of another star raider
MonuGoyat, who was bought by Haryana
Steelers for Rs 1.51 crore in Season 6. Pardeep
now finds himself a new home after spending
five seasons with Patna Pirates.
Siddharth Desai was retained by the Telugu
Titans via the Final Bid Match (FBM) card for
Rs 1.30 crore from his base price of Rs 30 lakh.
Over 22 overseas players were sold on the
second day.
ohammadrezaShadlouiChiyaneh, an allrounder belonging to Category C, lay at the
base price of Rs 10 lakh and was sold to Patna
Pirates at a price of Rs 31 lakh. Bengal

ccording to information received here,
PreetiDahiya and
three other Indian youth
women pugilists emerged
champions on the final day
of the competition.
India had already won 19
medals, including eight
gold, five silver and six
bronze medals, in the junior
event played earlier.
The youth boxers added
20 more medals (six gold,
nine silver and five bronze)
to India's tally at the prestigious continental event,
where both the age groups - junior and youth -- were
played together for the first
time. After
BishwamitraChongtham
(51kg) won India's first gold
in the last seven years in the
youth men's category at the
Asian Championships and

A

rhythm," Mariyappan said during a
virtual press conference facilitated
by the Paralympic Committee of
India (PCI).Sharad said balance was
an issue for him because of the rain.
"Rain during the event was dangerous too as we have only one leg
to balance on. We had spikes in
only one leg whereas the American
jumper had it on both his legs. I
tried speaking to the officials but as
the American was ready to go on,
the event continued," said Sharad.
Besides rain, Sharad had another
problem, he had injured the meniscus in his knee on Monday night
and for a long time was scared he
may have to miss the event. Sharad
had failed to win a medal at Rio
Paralympics.
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Warriors snatched up
AbozarMohajermighani, a Category B
defender, bidding for him at Rs 30.5 lakh from
the base price of Rs 20 lakh.

Top 5 Indian players: PardeepNarwalRs 1.65 crore (UP Yoddha); Siddharth Desai Rs 1.30
crore (Telugu Titans); ManjeetRs 92 lakh (Tamil Thalaivas); Sachin Rs 84 lakh (Patna
Pirates); RohitGuliaRs 83 lakh (Haryana Steelers).

AVANILEKHARA NAMED BRAND AMBASSADOR
FOR RAJASTHAN GOVT PROJECT
Jaipur: AvaniLekhara (19), who won the
gold medal in womens 10m air rifle standing
event in the SH 1 category at the Tokyo
Paralympics on Monday, has been appointed
as the brand ambassador for Rajasthan government's 'BetiBachao and BetiPadhao' project under the Department of Women and
Child Development. In a letter sent to Avani
by the Minister of Women and Child Development,
MamtaBhupesh, it has been mentioned that Avani's success
shall inspire the daughters of the state to script their own
success stories. "Congratulations for your incredible victory.
You have earned recognition and pride for the state by winning name and fame. Rajasthan's daughters will learn to
study hard and move ahead like you," Bhupesh said in the
letter. The 19-year-old shooter on Monday created history in
her debut campaign by becoming the first Indian woman to
win a gold medal at the Paralympics. In the final, she scored
249.6 points to create a new Paralympic record.

DALE STEYN, WHO COULD MAKE THE
BALL SWERVE AT WILL, RETIRES
Johannesburg: Dale Steyn, the highest wicket-taker in
Test cricket for South Africa,
has retired from all forms of
cricket. "Today I officially retire
from the game I love the most.
Bitter sweet but grateful," said
Steyn in a note on his Twitter
handle.The right-arm pace
bowler, known as the greatest
and best fast bowler in the past
20 years alongside James
Anderson, played 93 Tests for
the Proteas and picked up 439 wickets with 26 five-wicket
hauls.He also played 125 ODIs and 47 T20Is taking 196 and
64 wickets in the two formats respectively. At his peak, he
formed a deadly combination with MorneMorkel and
Vernon Philander."It's been 20 years of training, matches,
travel, wins, losses, strapped feet, jet lag, joy, and brotherhood. There are too many memories to tell. Too many faces
to thank," he added in his note."So I left it to experts to sum
up, my favourite band, the Counting Crows," he wrote while
putting out American band Counting Crows' lyrics in his
farewell note."

New Delhi: Star Indian wrestler VineshPhogat
on Tuesday pulled out of her second-round trial
match of the World Championships after feeling
'unwell' during the second bout in the 55kg category against Pinki.
The Haryana grappler was earlier handed a
temporary ban by the Wrestling Federation of
India owing to alleged indiscipline. The
Wrestling Federation then withdrew the disciplinary charges against Vinesh, allowing her to
compete in the World Championship trials.
Rio 2016 Olympic Games bronze medallist
Sakshi Malik lost 3-6 to Manisha in the 62kg trials. Sakshi has been struggling with her form
since last year. She even failed to qualify for the
Tokyo Olympics. In the men's field, Gaurav
Baliyan (79kg), Yash (72kg), Shubham (57kg)
and Ravinder (61kg) qualified for the World
Championships winning the trials in their
respective categories. Ravinder (61kg), Naveen
(130kg), Sushil (70kg), Sandeep (86kg) and
Satyavart (97kg) also qualified for the World
Championships.

ngland captain Joe Root on
Tuesday heaped praise on
India spinner R Ashwin,
who is yet to play a Test in this
series and could feature in the
fourth Test, but added they will
play him according to the deliveries he bowls and not his reputation.
"I think his record speaks for
itself. He is a world-class player.
We have seen him score runs
and take wickets against us and
we know what is capable of in
Test arena. We will make sure
that we are prepared for the
challenges he poses coming into
this Test match along with other
combinations that they might
throw at us," said Root speaking
to the media in a virtual interaction on Tuesday.He said that the
England batsmen need to be
cautious and not let the reputation of the bowler get to them.
"Ultimately, you can get
wrapped up and end up playing
the players, play the deliveries

that is important. The situation
you find yourself in. Whoever it
is we face up against this week
is, just play the ball, not the reputation. And it will be the same
if we come up against him," he
said further.

The 30-year-old, who has
become England's second highest run-getter in Test cricket
during the ongoing series said
that his side will be prepared for
any face that might be thrown at
them.

BCCI issues tender for
two new IPL franchises

Osaka begins title defence in
style, Sabalenka struggles T

Team Absolute|New Delhi

New York|Agencies

W

orld No.3 Naomi Osaka of Japan
kicked off her US Open title
defence with an impressive win
over Czech Republic's Marie Bouzkova 64, 6-1 in the first round under lights at the
Arthur Ashe Stadium late on Monday
night.
The two-time US Open champion fired
34 winners to 24 unforced errors to break
down Bouzkova's defensive game in the
first set and then ramped up the pressure
to win the second set with ease.
The No.3 seed will face Serbian qualifier Olga Danilovic in the second round on
Wednesday. ArynaSabalenka of Belarus
needed three sets to defeat Serbia's Nina
Stojanovic, bouncing back to win 6-4, 6-

7(4), 6-0. Sabalenka extended her winning record against Stojanovic to 6-0, but
the win was not as straightforward as
their head-to-head would have predicted. The world No.2 stormed her way to a
quick 4-1 lead in the first set but could
not hold serve at 4-2, hitting back-to-back
double-faults in the game.But the
Belarusian quickly regained her composure and continued to pressure
Stojanovic from the baseline, breaking at
love for the opening set, 6-4.
Sabalenka will face French Open semifinalist Tamara Zidansek in the second
round. The Slovenian defeated
BernardaPera of the US, 6-4, 7-6(4).
No.15 seed Elise Mertens of Belgium
made an incredible comeback to defeat

Sweden's Rebecca Peterson, saving six
match points to win 3-6, 7-6(5), 7-6(5).
No.20 seed OnsJabeur booked her spot
in the second round with a solid performance against Chicago finalist Alize
Cornet, winning 7-5, 7-5 in 1 hour and 43
minutes. The Tunisian fired 29 winners to
Cornet's eight, and was able to out-rally
the indefatigable Frenchwoman in the
longer rallies. In rallies lasting five shots
or more, Jabeur nearly doubled up on
Cornet, winning 35 to 18. The 20th seed
Jabeur will face Maria Camila Osorio
Serrano of Colombia in the second
round. Osorio Serrano, the 2019 junior
champion, won her main draw debut in
dominant fashion, defeating Ivana
Jorovic of Serbia 6-2, 6-2.

he Indian cricket board
on Tuesday announced
the release of tender for
owning and operating two
new Indian Premier League
(IPL) franchises.
"The Governing Council of
the IPL invites bids to acquire
the right to own and operate
1 (one) of the 2 (two) new
teams proposed to be introduced to take part in the
Indian Premier League from
the IPL 2022 season, through
a tender process," the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) said in a statement.
The deadline for the purchase of tender document is
October 5."The detailed
terms and conditions governing the submission and eval-

uation of bids including eligibility requirements, process
for submissions of bids, proposed new teams' rights, and
obligations, etc. are contained in the 'Invitation to
Tender' (ITT) which will be
made available on receipt of
payment of non-refundable
fee of INR 10,00,000 (Rupees
Ten Lakhs Only) plus any
applicable Goods and
Services Tax. The ITT will be
available for purchase till
October 5, 2021," said BCCI
further in the statement.

US Open: Tsitsipas wins marathon five-setter against Murray
New York|Agencies

hird seed StefanosTsitsipas was made to work hard in a late
evening match as he rallied past former world No. 1 Andy
Murray 2-6, 7-6(7), 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 to reach the second round
at the US Open as he began his quest for his first major title.
The Greek, who has now notched a tour-leading 49 victories
this year, saved two set points at 4/6 in the second-set tie-break
to avoid going down two sets to love, before advancing in a
marathon four-hours-and-48-minute contest. In a high-quality
first set, Murray looked to hit the ball down the line on his backhand as he dictated play with his aggressive groundstrokes to
keep the Athens native pinned behind the baseline. He gained a
double break to lead 4-1 and moved ahead when Tsitsipas cut a
backhand return into the bottom of the net.The second set was a

T

tight affair as Murray continued to play aggressively. With both
fending off two break points in the set, they entered a tie-break,
which Tsitsipas won. Despite the setback, Murray quickly
regained momentum in the third set as he raced to a 3-0 lead
and won the set 6-3. But Tsitsipas raised his level in the fourth set
as he relied on depth and heavy topspin to unnerve his British
opponent. The Greek then broke in the first game of the fifth set
to establish control before he saved a break point at 2-1 with a
forehand winner. Tsitsipas, who hit 19 aces in the match, then
held serve for a final time to seal victory.Murray, who lifted his
first major trophy at the US Open in 2012, was competing in his
seventh tour-level event of the season, having recorded firstround victories in Cincinnati and Winston-Salem this month. It
is the first time in 15 appearances that the world No. 112 has fallen in the opening round in New York.
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Deepika Padukone to
star in cross-cultural
romantic comedy
Team Absolute|Mumbai

'MISSION
MAJNU' HAS
GIVEN ME SO
MANY FIRSTS
Team Absolute|Mumbai

I

ndian actress DeepikaPadukone will be starring in an upcoming
international yet-untitled cross-cultural romantic comedy.
STXfilms, a division of Eros STX Global Corporation,
announced the company is developing a romantic comedy for
Deepika, who will also produce the upcoming film through her
Ka Productions banner.Deepika, who was named one of the 100
Most Influential People in the World by Time magazine in 2018,
said, "Ka Productions was founded with the aim to develop and
produce purposeful content with global appeal.
"I'm thrilled to be partnering
with STXfilms and Temple
Hill Productions, who share
Ka's ambition and creative vision and look forward to bringing impactful and dynamic crosscultural stories to the
world." The
announcement
was made on
Tuesday by
Adam Fogelson,
chairman, STXfilms Motion
Picture Group.

Madhuri
Dixit launches
'Planet Marathi' OTT
platform

T

elugu actress
RashmikaMandanna
says her Hindi debut film
'Mission Majnu' has given her
many firsts.
Rashmika said: "Firsts are
always the most special, and
'Mission Majnu' being my first
has given me an opportunity
to transcend my boundaries
and how. My heart feels happy
to know that I started my journey in Hindi cinema with this
film with these beautiful people."The 25-year-old actress
said that in the first narration
itself she knew she wanted to
be a part of this film, which
also stars Sidharth Malhotra.
"Because I knew if not for
now I'd not have done this
character again or later on it's
one of those roles. It's a now or
never kinda character."
"'Mission Majnu' has given
me so many firsts - from
exploring the northern part of
India, the culture, the language, the people, the industry, and working with such a
wonderful team and the coactors. I couldn't have asked
for more. I love you Team
Mission Majnu."

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Madhuri Dixit Nene launched India's first and only Marathi OTT platform Planet Marathi - at an event here. The actress officially became the first subscriber
to the Planet Marathi app.The Planet Marathi Original shows launched on the app
include 'SopaNasataKaahi', 'HingPustakTalwar', 'Bap Beep Bap', 'Jobless' and
'Parees'.Talking about the launch, Madhuri says "Launching an app exclusively for
Marathi entertainment is a great step taken by Akshay (Bardapurkar) and his team.
This has taken our industry ahead of the curve. There is so much potential in
Marathi feature films and content that the world is yet to experience. This platform
has made it easier for filmmakers to find and connect with their audience. I am
amazed at the range of offerings Planet Marathi OTT has to offer the audience."Currently, Planet Marathi OTT app has a library of over 1,000-plus
hours worth of bingeworthy content that will tantalise the Marathi audience. It includes films, web shows,
plays, music, karaoke, among
others.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

NAGA SHAURYA WRAPS
UP SHOOT FOR SPORTS
DRAMA 'LAKSHYA'
Team Absolute|Hyderabad

T

PRANUTAN:
DANCING TO
'S
GRANDMA NUTAN
'
SONG A 'SURREAL
EXPERIENCE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Pranutan surprised her fans
on Tuesday by uploading a video
of her dancing on popular track
'Gora AngLeile'. Dancing on this track is
special for her as it's from her grandmother Nutan's 1963 film 'Bandini'.The
actress performs 'Kathak' on the ever-

green song in the video uploaded on
her Instagram.Pranutan said, "It was
very surreal performing on Dadi's song.
It's just one of my favourite songs. I love
Indian classical dance. I've been learning
Bharatnatyam since I was 8 or 9. I still do
my classes."
The actress, who will soon be seen in
'Helmet' alongside AparshaktiKhurana,
says that she has been planning to perform on this track."This time I tried a little bit of 'Kathak', so I was a little nervous. It was also very exciting. Of course
living up to that kind of legacy makes
you nervous but it's something that I
really wanted to do because I love this
song," says Pranutan.

elugu actor Naga Shaurya took to social
media to announce that the shooting for his
upcoming sports drama 'Lakshya' has been
completed.Putting up a poster of the film and an
inset of himself sitting and watching his scenes
on a screen, the actor wrote on his Instagram stories, "'Lakshya' shoot wrapped up. See you soon
in theatres."
The film's crew had resumed shooting on July
10 after the lockdown was lifted in Telangana.
'Lakshya' is said to be India's first film based on
the sport of ancient archery.
Directed by DheerendraSanthosshJagarlapudi,
"Lakshya" is Shaurya's 20th film and also stars
actress Ketika Sharma. Ace actor JagapathiBabu
will be seen playing a crucial role in the film.
The film also stars JagapathiBabu and Sachin
Khedekar.Presented by SonaliNarang, the film is
produced by Narayana Das K. Narang, Puskur
Ram Mohan Rao and SharrathMarar.

SHREYA STALPADE'S SHORT FILM
'SPEED DIAL' ABOUT A MAGICAL PHONE
Team Absolute|Mumbai

the message that the short film
tries to deliver, the actor
ctor ShreyasTalpade has
informed: "We keep looking for
opened up on his latest
some kind of confirmation or
release, a short film titled
support from various factors. As
'Speed Dial'. Talking about the
kids and even as adults, we keep
short film, Shreyas told IANS:
looking for these support mechanisms or some magic to happen
"'Speed Dial' is a sweet, funny,
in our life, which will make things
quirky short film about this guy
who finds a magical phone which a little easier or the way we want
them to be. The biggest lesson is
helps him do magical stuff that
has been there in his heart for the that whatever is there in your
longest time." Throwing light on heart, you just need to say it."

A

Aisha Sharma
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