
V O L .  8 ,  I S S U E  2 8 6 ,   M U M B A I  |  M O N D AY,  A U G U S T  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1   I`5  I  P A G E  0 8

For Generation Ace Like our stories? Have something to share? 
Send in your bouquets and brickbats to 

absoluteindiadesk@gmail.com
instagram.com
@absoluteindianews

NATION

Passion for sports greatest trib-
ute to Major Dhyan Chand...

02

facebook.com
@absoluteindianews

06

Live Tv
@absoluteindianews

twitter.com
@absoluteindnews

07

Live TV

Paralympic TT: Bhavina's magical
run ends with silver, first...

P U B L I S H E D  S I M U LTA N E O U S LY  F R O M  M U M B A I ,  B H O P A L  A N D  N E W  D E L H I

HOLLYWOOD SPORTS

Rachael Leigh Cook recalls bond with
Paul Walker...

India reports 45,083 new
Covid cases, 460 deaths

SOUTH AFRICA DETECTS NEW
COVID VARIANT C.1.2

Johannesburg: South Africa has identified a potential vari-
ant of interest (VOI) of Covid-19 that is assigned to the PANGO
lineage C.1.2. C.1.2 was first identified in May 2021 during the
third wave of Covid in the country, said researchers from the
country's National Institute for Communicable Diseases
(NICD) and the KwaZulu-Natal Research Innovation and
Sequencing Platform. It has since been detected across the
majority of the provinces in South Africa and in seven other
countries spanning Africa, Europe, Asia and Oceania, the
researchers reported in the study that is yet to be peer-reviewed
and is posted on pre-print server medRxiv. The variant has
evolved from C.1, one of the lineages that dominated the first
wave of SARS-CoV-2 infections in South Africa and was last
detected in January 2021. C.1.2 is "associated with increased
transmissibility and reduced neutralisation sensitivity," wrote
the team, including Cathrine Scheepers, from NICD, in the
abstract.Compared to C.1, the new variant has "mutated sub-
stantially" and is more mutations away from the original virus
detected in Wuhan than any other Variant of Concern (VOC) or
VOI detected so far worldwide.According to the study, C.1.2
has 41.8 mutations per year. It is approximately 1.7-fold faster
than the current global rate and 1.8-fold faster than the initial
estimate of SARS-CoV-2 evolution. A similar short period of
increased evolution was also associated with the emergence of
the Alpha, Beta, and Gamma VOCs, said the researchers, sug-
gesting that a single event, followed by the amplification of
cases, drove a faster mutation rate. About 52 per cent of the
spike mutations identified in C.1.2 have previously been identi-
fied in other VOIs and VOCs. These include D614G, common
to all variants, and E484K and N501Y which are shared with
Beta and Gamma, with E484K also seen in Eta and N501Y in
Alpha.Further, the study also found consistent increases in the
number of C.1.2 genomes in South Africa on a monthly basis,
rising from 0.2 per cent in May to 1.6 per cent in June and 2.0
per cent in July. The researchers stated that it is similar to the
increases seen in Beta and Delta in South Africa during early
detection. As of August 20, 2021, 80 sequences that match the
C.1.2 lineage have been listed on the open-access database
GISAID (Global Initiative on Sharing Avian Influenza
Data).More study is needed "to determine the functional
impact of these mutations, which likely include neutralising
antibody escape, and to investigate whether it confers advan-
tage over the Delta variant," Scheepers said.

WELLINGTON (TAMIL NADU) |Agencies

With the fundamentalist Islamist
group Taliban taking over Kabul
on August 15, Afghanistan has

plunged into a humanitarian crisis.
Pakistan is seen as having played a major
role in bringing Taliban back to power.

In an address at the Defence Service
Staff College, Rajnath Singh said: "With
the change in the global order and
national security paradigm, we have not
only made immediate change in our
policies but also taken decision on our
futuristic reforms." He noted that looking
at the ongoing situation in Afghanistan,
every country is forced to rethink its
strategy. "Quad was established keeping
in mind these situations," he said. Quad,
or officially the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, brings together the US,
Australia, India, and Japan. Citing the
threats from China and Pakistan, he said
that India has got challenges in legacy
since Independence. About Pakistan,
without naming it, he said: "The foreign
enemies have tried to destabilise the
country since it got Independence. If we
look at 75 years of history, it seems like
we have got challenges in legacy. One of
our neighbouring countries initiated
proxy war and made terrorism as an

integral part of state policy. The country
started providing arms, money and
training to the terrorists to target
India."About China, he said that that in
the northern sector, there was an effort to
change the status quo unilaterally, but
India changed its previous response and
faced the adversary with new dynamism.
"Even after lots of challenges on our bor-
ders, the common man has faith in the
government that it would never compro-
mise on national security issue. They
know that India will counter terror activi-
ties on its land and if needed, it can also
cross the boundary," he said.Amid
change in the global order necessitating
futuristic reforms, Rajnath Singh said
that the objective is to enhance the
Army's teeth to tail ratio, bring decentral-
isation in decision-making process, and

make a future-oriented leaner force.
About Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs),
he said that his ministry is seriously con-
sidering it. "You all are aware, quick deci-
sion-making is an important factor dur-
ing wartime. There would be more
lethal, brigade-size and self-reliant fight-
ers formation." He also lauded 'Tour of
Duty' proposal and termed it as a game-
changing reform. "With this, the average
age could be reduced and be made more
agile." On theatre commands, the
Defence Minister said the discussions on
its implementation have been fast
tracked. The Department of Military
Affairs under Chief of Defence Staff
General Bipin Rawat is working towards
the creation of Joint Military Commands
for better synergy and utilisation of
resources.

Afghan situation forced every country
to rethink strategies: Rajnath Singh

THE ONGOING SITUATION IN
AFGHANISTAN HAS FORCED THE
ENTIRE WORLD TO RETHINK
THEIR STRATEGIES, DEFENCE
MINISTER RAJNATH SINGH SAID
ON SUNDAY.
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Parab has been issued summons
to appear before the ED on
August 31, ostensibly in connec-

tion with the ongoing probe into the
corruption allegations levelled by dis-
missed former Mumbai cop Sachin
Vaze.

Confirming the development,
Parab said late this evening that he
received the ED notice but it has only
sought his appearance on Tuesday.

"There is no reference to any case
matter... I shall take legal opinion and
do the needful," Parab said.

Reacting sharply, senior Sena
leader Sanjay Raut gave his
'Congratulation' for the ED's antici-
pated action, and said the chronology
of events should be considered.

"Shabbaas! As expected, as soon as
the 'Jan Ashirwad Yatra' (of Union
MSME Minister Narayan Rane)
ended, Anil Parab has been served an

ED notice. The government above
(Centre) has got down to work," he
said.

Hinting at the Bharatiya Janata
Party's role, he said "epicenter of the
earthquake is in Ratnagiri" - the
Konkan district of which Parab is the
Guardian Minister - but said Sena
would fight the legal matter as per the
laws.

The ED move comes in the wake of
demands by the BJP in the past four
months demanding action for the
corruption allegations levelled
against Parab by the sacked cop Vaze.

However, Leader of Opposition in
the Council, Pravin Darekar denied
Raut's contentions and said the ED
notice cannot be linked with the
recent political upeahvals witnessed
during Rane's 'Yatra' since it may
have been triggered due to some
complaint lodged with the central
probe agency.

In a series of dramatic develop-
ments during the 'Yatra', Rane was
arrested last Tuesday (August 24) in
Ratnagiri, taken to Mahad court in
Raigad which sent him to 10 days
magisterial custody, but later granted

bail the same night.
Subsequently, the BJP had raised

questions of Parab's involvement in
the entire arrest drama episode and
sought a CBI probe after a video clip
of the minister speaking with some-
one on phone went viral.

Undeterred by the interruptions,
Rane resumed his 'Yatra' on Friday in
the coastal Konkan even as a bitter
verbal war raged between between
the two ex-allies, Shiv Sena-BJP,
though the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance tackled the challenge
unitedly. Rane continued to target the
Sena and Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray while Raut questioned the
BJP why it is "shielding" the Rane
family with top Central and state
leaders throwing their weight behind
the Union Minister.

During the 'Yatra', Rane also told
the local media persons that several
MVA leaders are on the radar of the
ED and the CBI, indicating tough
times ahead for the Sena-Nationalist
Congress Party-Congress regime.

The three parties have repeatedly
slammed the BJP government at the
Centre for misusing various central
probe agencies like the ED, the CBI,
and the NIA to harass the leaders of
Opposition-ruled states, including
Maharashtra.

MAHA TRANSPORT MINISTER PARAB NOW
SUMMONED BY ED, SENA SLAMS MOVE

IN A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOP-
MENT, THE ENFORCEMENT
DIRECTORATE (ED) HAS SENT A
NOTICE TO SENIOR SHIV SENA
LEADER AND MAHARASHTRA
TRANSPORT MINISTER ANIL
PARAB.
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India reported 45,083 new
Covid-19 cases and 460
deaths in the last 24 hours,

according to health min-
istry's data on Sunday.

The surge in daily Covid
cases has been driven by the
recent spike seen in Kerala,
which accounts for more
than half of all the active
Covid-19 cases in the coun-
try, followed closely by
Maharashtra.

As per health ministry's
data, Kerala reported 31,265
cases on Saturday alone. The
state has continued to regis-
ter more than 30,000 coron-
avirus infections for the past
four consecutive days.

As a result, India saw an
increase of 8,783 cases in the
active case count on Sunday.
Cumulatively, India's active
cases have climbed to
3,68,558.With fresh deaths
reported on the previous day,

India's Covid-19 death toll
has climbed to 4,37,830.

The count of daily new
cases has stayed below
50,000 for the 63 consecutive
days now, the ministry said.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 2.57 per cent.
The daily positivity rate in
India has been below 3 per
cent for the last 34 days.

The weekly positivity rate
was recorded at 2.18 per cent,
which according to the
health ministry's report has
been below 3 per cent for 65

days now.The number of
people who have recovered
from the disease surged to
3,18,8,642, while the case
fatality rate stands at 1.34 per
cent. India on Saturday con-
ducted 17,55,327 Covid tests,
taking the cumulative num-
ber of such examinations
done so far to 51,86,42,327.

At the same, India has
administered over 73.8 lakh
doses of Covid vaccines, tak-
ing the total vaccination
count to around 63.09 crore
so far.

The surge in daily Covid cases has been driven by the recent
spike seen in Kerala, which accounts for more than half of
all the active Covid-19 cases in the country, followed close-
ly by Maharashtra.
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The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has
extended the ban on

scheduled international
commercial passenger flights
to and from India till

September 30.The ban was
previously extended till the
end of August.In a circular on
Sunday, the civil aviation reg-
ulator said: "The competent
authority has further extend-
ed the validity of circular
issued on the subject cited
above regarding Scheduled
International commercial
passenger services to/from
India till 2359 hrs IST of
September 30, 2021."

It added that this restric-
tion shall not apply to inter-
national all-cargo operations

and flights approved by the
DGCA. However, interna-
tional scheduled flights may
be allowed on selected routes
by the regulator on a case-to-
case basis.

Scheduled international
passenger flights were sus-
pended in India in March last
year due to the Covid pan-
demic.While domestic flights
resumed in May 2020 and
were gradually increased,
international travel remained
suspended with consecutive
extension of the ban.

Ban on international passenger
flights extended till Sep 30

IN A CIRCULAR ON
SUNDAY, THE CIVIL
AVIATION REGULATOR
SAID: "THE COMPE-
TENT AUTHORITY HAS
FURTHER EXTENDED
THE VALIDITY OF CIR-
CULAR ISSUED ON THE
SUBJECT CITED
ABOVE REGARDING
SCHEDULED
INTERNATIONAL COM-
MERCIAL PASSENGER
SERVICES TO/FROM
INDIA TILL 2359 HRS
IST OF SEPTEMBER 30,
2021.

CBDT extends due dates
for e-filing of various
Income Tax forms

New Delhi:In a relief for taxpayers, the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has
extended the due dates for filing of various
electronic forms under the Income Tax Act,
1961. In a statement, the Finance Ministry
said that the move comes on the back of diffi-
culties reported by taxpayers and other stake-
holders. "On consideration of difficulties
reported by the taxpayers and other stake-
holders in electronic filing of certain Forms
under the provisions of the Income Tax Act,
1961, read with Income Tax Rules, 1962
(Rules), the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) has decided to further extend the due
dates for electronic filing of such forms," it
said. The application for registration or inti-
mation or approval under Sections 10(23C),
12A, 35(1)(ii)/(iia)/(iii) or 80G of the Act in
Form No 10A required to be filed on or before
June 30, 2021, and extended to August 31,
may now be filed on or before March 31, 2022.
Further, the application for registration or
approval under Sections 10(23C), 12A or 80G
of the Act in Form No 10AB, for which the last
date for filing falls on or before February 28,
2022, may be filed on or before March 31,
2022, it said. 

HYDERABAD | Agencies

Rajya Sabha member and
chairman of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

education, women, children,
youth and sports, Dr Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe said on Sunday
that the new education policy has
opened floodgates for innovation
and experimentation.

He was addressing the round
table meeting of Mission 5151, an
initiative of the Gramodaya
Chamber of Commerce and
Technology (GCOT).

Sahasrabuddhe said integra-
tion of knowledge emanating
from rural India is very important
for the country to progress. He
suggested that cow milking too
could be a certificate course; and
any individual who completes
four such certificate courses in
related fields could be considered
for a valid degree from an educa-

tional institution of repute in the
country. Earlier, Delhi Vasanth,
Founder of GCOT and Trustee of
Mission 5151 said, Covid-19 pan-
demic has forced India to look at
and opt for traditional means of
medicine which has proven to be
highly effective in saving lives.

He observed that historically,
Indian villages had knowledge of

medicine indigenously but unfor-
tunately the country lost that with
time. He stressed the need to
restore that great legacy of India
for benefit of the future genera-
tions. Prof R. Limbadri,
Chairman, Telangana State
Council for Higher Education and
vice chancellors of various uni-
versities attended the event.

'New education policy opened

floodgates for innovation'

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
notified the SOP for
commencing physical

hearing of cases along with
virtual hearing option from
September 1.

According to a top court
senior official with a view to
gradually facilitate resump-
tion of physical hearing, the
final hearing or regular mat-
ters listed on non-miscella-
neous days may be heard in
the physical mode (with
hybrid option).

The official added the
decision may be taken by the
concerned bench, consider-
ing the number of parties in a
matter as well as the limited
capacity of the court rooms.

"Further, any other matter
may be heard in physical
mode on such days, if
Hon'ble Bench directs like-
wise. All other matters,
including those listed on mis-
cellaneous days, shall contin-
ue to be heard through
video/teleconferencing
mode", said the SOP for
physical hearing with hybrid
option. The SOP has been
issued by the secretary gen-
eral of the top court.

Advocate-on-record (AoR)
are required to register them-
selves on the top court's por-
tal and submit their prefer-
ences for appearing before

the concerned court either
through physical mode or
through video/teleconferenc-
ing mode within 24 hours/
1.00 p.m. next day after the
publication of the weekly list
of final hearing/ regular mat-
ters. The SOP said: "In a mat-
ter listed for physical hearing
(with hybrid option), one
AoR (or his nominee), one
arguing counsel and one jun-
ior counsel per party will be
allowed entry; one registered
clerk per party, as may be
chosen by the AoR, shall be
allowed entry to carry paper
books /journals, etc. of the
Counsels up to the
Courtrooms."

The SOP further added
that once hearing through
physical mode is opted by
the AoR or petitioner-in-per-
son, hearing through
video/tele-conferencing
mode to the party concerned
will not be facilitated.

SC to begin physical
hearing from Sep 1
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He said, "After 40 years, we won a medal
in hockey in the Olympics... you can
think and imagine how happy Major

Dhyan Chand would be today and the pas-
sion for sports is the greatest tribute to the
Major."

The Prime Minister said that the momen-
tum should not stop and the sports grounds
in villages and cities must be full and this can
be achieved through participation.

"We are all celebrating the birth anniver-
sary of Dhyan Chand. I believe that he would
have been very proud of the newer generation
who are reviving the sport after four
decades,"said the PM.He said that the new
generation is changing. :They are exploring
the unknown. They want to carve out new
paths and the youth want to take risks, they
want to give wings to their dreams by building
startups in new sectors."We should also take
advantage of this opportunity to master differ-
ent types of sports.Village to village sports
competitions should go on continuously. Let's
all take this momentum forward, contribute
as much as we can, make it a reality with the

mantra 'Sabka Prayas', " said the PM.
The Prime Minister also wished people on

Janmashtami. "Tomorrow is Janmashtami.
Only a few days back, I inaugurated multiple
projects in Gujarat's Somnath. There is also
Bhalka Tirth in Gujarat, where Krishna spent
last days on the earth there. There I found a
mesmerising book on Krishna's avatars.

"I met Jadurani Dasi ji who wrote a book on
Bhakti art. She was born and brought up in
America. She is now associated with ISKCON
and Hare Krishna movement and visits India
often. It's so heartwarming to see her devote
her time to Indian culture.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Sunday called for
coming up with innovative

ways to promote Indian languages
and adapt them to the changing
times.

Observing that language is not a
static concept, he stressed the need
to adopt a dynamic and proactive
approach to enrich languages.

"A people's movement is needed to
preserve the 'living culture' of lan-
guage," he said. He also expressed
his happiness that the cultural and
linguistic renaissance was getting
more and more support from the
people.

Urging people to take pride in
speaking their own mother tongue,
Naidu said there should not be any
feeling of inferiority in the use of
Indian languages in day-to-day life.

Virtually addressing an event to
commemorate 'Telugu Language
Day' organized by Veedhi Arugu and
South African Telugu Community
(SATC), the Vice President observed
that Telugu is an ancient language
with hundreds of years of rich literary
history and called for renewed efforts
to promote its usage. On this occa-

sion, Naidu paid rich tributes to
Telugu writer and linguist, Gidugu
Venkata Ramamurthy whose birth
anniversary is celebrated every year
as the 'Telugu Language Day'. He
lauded the literary icon for his efforts
in spearheading a language move-
ment to make Telugu literature com-
prehensible to common people.

Listing a few measures to protect
and promote the use of Indian lan-

guages, the Vice President suggested
the use of local languages in admin-
istration, promoting reading habits
among children, and encouraging
the culture of libraries in towns and
villages.He also called for more ini-
tiatives to translate literary works
between different Indian languages,
to teach the nuances of language to
children in a simple manner, through
games and activities.

Observing that language and cul-
ture are deeply interlinked, Naidu
advised the youth to use language as
a means to reconnect with our roots.
"Language is more than just a medi-
um of communication, it is the
unseen thread that connects our
past, present and future", he
remarked. The Vice President noted
that language is not just a marker of
our identity, but also boosts our self-
confidence. For this, the Vice
President underscored the need for
primary education to be in one's
mother tongue, as envisaged by
National Educational Policy, 2020,
and to eventually be extended to
higher and technical education.

Naidu also suggested improving
scientific and technical terminology
in Indian languages in order to facili-
tate wider reach. "This self-confi-
dence will lead to self-reliance and
gradually pave the way for
Atmanirbhar Bharat," he said.

Naidu observed that giving impor-
tance to the mother tongue did not
imply the neglect of other languages.

He suggested encouraging chil-
dren to learn as many languages as
possible, beginning with a strong
foundation in one's own mother
tongue.

VP calls for innovative ways to preserve,
promote Indian languages

PASSION FOR SPORTS GREATEST TRIBUTE TO
MAJOR DHYAN CHAND: MODI IN 'MANN KI BAAT'

Another FIR lodged against
jailed retd IPS officer

Lucknowi|Agencies

Retired IPS officer Amitabh
Thakur, who was arrested on
Friday for allegedly abetting a

rape survivor's suicide, has now
been booked in another case for
assaulting and obstructing a public
servant in discharge of duty.

His wife Nutan Thakur, who is a
lawyer and activist, has also booked
by the police in the case.

The FIR has been registered at
Gomti Nagar police station by sub-
inspector Dhananjay Singh on
Saturday night.

In his FIR, the Sub-Inspector has
stated that on August 27, when he,
along with sub-inspectors Atul
Srivastava, Hussain Abbas, Vivek
Chaudhary, Vandana Pandey, Kirti
Yadav and constables Anil Yadav
and Padam Yadav reached Thakur's
house to arrest him, the latter mis-

behaved with them.
"Amitabh Thakur, claimed himself

to be a former senior officer and
threatened to ruin our careers and
refused to get arrested," the FIR stat-
ed.The Sub-Inspector further stated
that "Later, I informed the SHO
Gomti Nagar, who came with two
constables and again tried to arrest
the retired officer but again he
threatened us with dire conse-
quences. Both, the retired officer
and his wife Nutan Thakur also
attacked us."The complainant also
said that both Thakur and his wife

created obstruction during the dis-
charge of police team's duty during
which he along with other cops also
sustained injury. The FIR also men-
tions that spectacles of SHO Gomti
Nagar K.K. Tiwari, constable
Dhananjay Singh's whistle and
name plate were broken in the scuf-
fle and a band on the uniform also
got torn during the incident. Thakur
and his wife have now been booked
under charges of obstructing public
servant in discharging public func-
tions, assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge
of his duty, threat of injury to public
servant, resistance or obstruction by
a person, resistance or obstruction
to lawful apprehension of another
person, and punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt.Amitabh Thakur,
after his arrest on Friday, has been
remanded to judicial custody till
September 9.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his month-
ly 'Mann Ki Baat' hailed the Olympic medal
winners and said the passion for sports is the
greatest tribute to Major Dhyan Chand.
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The Congress party in UP
has completed training in
42 districts while the target

is to give training to 2 lakh office
bearers as the party is organiz-
ing 700 camps in the state ahead
of assembly polls.

On Sunday, the program was
completed in Banda, Mainpuri,
Muzaffarnagar, Chandauli,
Amethi, Kasganj and Basti in the
sixth day of the training session.

Priyanka Gandhi on Saturday
had addressed the session virtu-
ally and said the party will
appoint 58,000 village level
heads in the state.

The Uttar Pradesh Congress
has launched the 100-day cam-
paign to train its office bearers
under the 'Prashikshan Se

Parakram' programme on
August 24.The party will organ-
ise 700 training camps in which
about two lakh office bearers
from the grassroots level will be
given training. The organisation
building programme of the

party is in its final stages. Block
committees of the party have
been constituted at all 823
blocks in the state and also
8,134 Nyay Panchayats. The
process of selecting gram sabha
heads in on. The 'Prashikshan

Se Parakram' programme which
began on Tuesday at the district
level will ensure the participa-
tion of district and city commit-
tee members and various frontal
organizations, the Congress
said."After the district training
camps, the programme will be
held in every Assembly segment
and only authorised persons
will attend the camps," said a
party functionary.

The topics that will be dis-
cussed include booth manage-
ment, better utilization of social
media, focus on Congress ideol-
ogy and exposing the true face
of the BJP-RSS. Another topic
that will be discussed is the role
of parties like the Samajwadi
Party and the Bahujan Samaj
Party in derailing the develop-
ment of Uttar Pradesh.

Congress in UP completes
training in 42 districts

Bareilly|Agencies

Fifteen months ago, they were booked
for 'negligence' and 'disobedience" of
Covid norms.

Among those acquitted are nine Thai
nationals, their two translators and a care-
taker of the mosque in Shahjahanpur where
they were living after attending the Jamaat
congregation in Delhi.

The Thai nationals have been allowed to
return to their home.

Milan Gupta, counsel for the Jamaat
members said that the order was passed
verbally on Saturday. "The judgment copy is
not delivered instantly on acquittal. We
have applied for it and it should be avail-
able after the court opens on Tuesday."

In early March last year, thousands of
people gathered at the Nizamuddin Markaz
(centre) of Tablighi Jamaat.

The ministry of home affairs put the fig-

ure of members and primary contacts at
9,000.

The centre later said 2,300 foreign nation-
als had participated in the event. The con-

gregation ended by March 15, 2020, after
which the Centre announced a
lockdown.Foreign nationals could not leave
the country and stayed on.

Among them were the nine Thai nation-
als, who went to Shahjahanpur and put up
at a mosque along with their two translators
Hussain Ahmad and Abdul Sardar M.S.
(both of whom were from Tamil Nadu).

They, along with the caretaker of the
mosque, Masiullah, were arrested on April
1. The Thai nationals and their Indian
friends were charged under sections 188
(disobedience to order duly promulgated by
public servant), 269 (negligent act likely to
spread infection of dangerous disease), 270
(malignant act likely to spread infection of
dangerous disease), 271 (disobedience to
quarantine rule) of the IPC and Section 3 of
the Epidemic Diseases Act (disobeying reg-
ulations made under the Act).

The Thai nationals were also, separately,
booked under Section 14 of The Foreigners
Act (violating visa rules).

While they were in jail, their case went to
the Allahabad high court which, in
November, granted them bail. However, the
charges had not been dropped, the pass-
ports of the nine Thai nationals were with
the police and they could not leave the
country and continued staying at the
mosque.

12 Tablighi Jamaat men acquitted of charges
Twelve members of the Tablighi
Jamaat have now been acquit-
ted of all charges by the chief
judicial magistrate of Bareilly.
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To strengthen its booth
management ahead of
next year's assembly

polls, the Uttarakhand BJP has
started verification of its
booth committees across the
state. The BJP Uttarakhand
has launched 'Booth Satyapan
Abhiyan' (booth verification
campaign) to verify the exis-
tence of the booth commit-
tees.

The saffron party has
directed its state units special-
ly the poll bound ones to form
a committee of party workers
at each polling booth. The
booth committee consists of
women, youth, Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribes, Ex-
service men, Other Backward
Caste and other sections of
the society.

Now, the BJP has started
the verification drive to check
whether the booth commit-

tees are formed or not.
A senior party functionary

said that verification work is
assigned from senior party
leaders to ground workers. A
group of three leaders com-
plete the verification process
of the booth committee which
include a verifier appointed
by party leadership, booth
president and block in-charge
or president. Party insiders
said that despite repeated and
clear instructions from leader-
ship, the process of forming
booth committees is not yet
completed. 

BJP STARTS VERIFICATION OF BOOTH
COMMITTEES IN UTTARAKHAND
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Union Minister of sate for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry, Dairy, Information
and Broadcasting, L. Murugan has said

that community radio stations are perfect
examples of By the people, of the people for
the people.

He was speaking after inaugurating the com-
munity radio station (JSS Radio 91.2 MHZ) on
the occasion of the 106th Jayanthi celebration
of Jagadguru Dr Sri Shivaratri Rajendra
Mahaswamiji at JSS Mahavidyapeetha at
Mysuru on Sunday. The minister said that
there are 329 operational community radio sta-
tions broadcasting across the country and 22
are in Karnataka. He said that JSS radio station
is the third community radio station to broad-
cast in Mysuru. Murugan said: "As the media of
grassroots people of the disadvantaged areas,
community radio has become popular in
recent years and it has opened a new arena for
both the policymakers as well as grassroots
people to be involved in the development
process of their community." The Minister of
State for I&B said that community radio sta-
tions played an important role in creating

awareness about Covid-19 as well as the wel-
fare schemes launched by the Central govern-
ment during the pandemic. He said that the Sri
Suttu Math is one of the outstanding religious
centres of south India and is known for its
immaculate service to humanity, in every pos-
sible way. Murugan said that Sri Suttur Math
with its more than one thousand fifty years of
existence has been the centre for socio-spiritu-
al health and educational hub for thousands of
people across the country and abroad.
Shivarathri Deshikendra Mahaswmiji of Sri
Sutturu Veersimhasana Sanshtan Math, MLAs
SA Ramadas, Nagendra, Tanveer Sait, Smt
Sunanda Palentra, Mayor of Mysore City cor-
poration and Dr Hemant Kumar, Vice-
Chancellor of University of Mysore were
among the dignitaries present.

'Community radio is by the people,
of the people, for the people'

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Central universities, IITs and
the private sector higher edu-
cation institutions are set to

introduce the curriculum as per the
New Education Policy (NEP) from
the current academic session itself.

Central universities are working
on new non-technical postgraduate
(PG) courses, where students can
directly take admission in PG cours-
es after passing 12th.

The initiative is based on the
multiple entry and exit system out-
lined in the NEP.

According to Professor V.
Ramgopal Rao, Director, IIT Delhi,
some of the latest initiatives taken
by the IITs include the establish-
ment of the School of Artificial
Intelligence.

Similarly, the IIT Delhi has estab-
lished a Center for Transport
Research and Injury Prevention,
Department of Energy Science and
Engineering.

Further, keeping the NEP in

mind, PG programmes in Electric
Mobility, and Public Policy have
been started here, he added.

Based on the NEP, three new inte-
grated courses are going to be start-
ed in the Central University of
Haryana.These courses will be avail-
able in Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics from the session 2021-
22.The new courses include B.Sc.-
M.Sc Physics, B.Sc.-M.Sc. Chemistry
and B.Sc.-M.Sc. Mathematics.

Admission to the courses will be
done through the Central University
Common Entrance Test (CUCET).

The university Vice Chancellor
Professor Tankeshwar Kumar told
IANS that all these three courses are
being started keeping in mind the
new National Education Policy.
Through these, students will be able
to study directly after 12th till post
graduation.

He said that these courses have
been specially designed, in which
along with academic excellence,
efforts have also been made to make
them employment oriented and

self-reliant. Dr Phool Singh, the
nodal officer of the CUCET-2021,
appointed by the university, said
that the university will start these
three courses under the Basic
Science Chair.

The application process for the
admission to all the three courses
will begin with other undergraduate
and postgraduate courses available
in the university and will be con-
ducted through the CUCET-2021.

Keeping in mind the NEP-2020,
there is also a plan to give exit
options to the students under the
new courses.

The University of Delhi (DU) is
also not behind, new courses, espe-
cially new vocational courses, will
be started in its colleges.

More than 30 DU colleges will
start employment oriented voca-
tional courses. Vikas Gupta,
Registrar of University of Delhi, said
that the new education policy will
prove to be very helpful in providing
employment-oriented education.

Various colleges of Delhi
University will soon start diploma,
certificate courses under their new
vocational courses, he added.

Under the policy, the alliance
between Indian educational institu-
tions with foreign higher education
institutions that have performed
better in the world rankings has also
been approved. As part of the NEP,
SOMMET Education, a prestigious
higher education institution in
Switzerland, has entered into an
agreement with the Indian School
of Hospitality (ISH) in India.

Dilip Puri, Founder, ISH said,
"The partnership with SOMMET
Education will help us strengthen
our offerings, expand our presence
across India and neighbouring
countries. Our education system
will be further enabled to be part of
SOMMET's prestigious network of
18 campuses and 60,000 influential
alumni located in 8 countries
around the world, including
Switzerland."

Varsities set to introduce curriculum based on NEP
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Aremote village in Latur district in
Maharashtra has become the first such vil-
lage to have a free Wi-Fi connection,

bringing relief especially to students who are
now hoping to attend online classes without
worrying about network issues.

Block Development Officer (BDO) Manoj
Raut said unnecessary sites are blocked while
giving free internet access.

"This initiative is part of the 'Sundar Maza
Gav' (My Beautiful Village) programme pro-
posed by divisional commissioner Sunil
Kendrekar and BaLA (Building as Learning Aid)
initiative of Zilla Parishad CEO Abhinav Goyal
which is aimed at developing the village as a
smart model village," Mr. Raut said.

Sarita Yalmate, a resident of Nagtirthwadi vil-
lage with a population of 552, told PTI that
homemakers like her had no option earlier but
to depend on their husbands to access the inter-
net using hotspots.

"Now, housewives need not have to wait for
their husbands as the Gram Panchayat has pro-
vided free Wi-Fi connection. This is the first step
in realising Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Digital India dream. All villagers are happy to get
internet now," she said.

Among other initiatives, 12 sound speakers
were installed across the village to relay religious
songs and prayers every morning. Besides, news
bulletins are broadcast every morning and
evening. This facility is also used to give some
important instructions to villagers, officials said.

"In a bid to boost the annual ?3 lakh income
of the Gram Panchayat, 220 tamarind trees were
planted in the barren land which could give ?8
to 10 lakh income in future. The village had par-
ticipated in a contest organised by the Pani
Foundation in 2017 and won a prize of ?5 lakh,"
they said.

Also to protect the environment, 101 women
planted 101 banyan saplings around these
tamarind trees on the occasion of 'Vat
Poornima'.

"Each banyan sapling is bound with nest and
has the nameplate of the woman who planted it.
These trees and saplings are watered using pub-
lic wells. The Gram Panchayat provides 24-hour
drinking water to all villagers through a tap
water system. The village is completely defeca-
tion free. It had won the 'Nirmal Gram Puraskar'
in 2006 given by former President Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam," the BDO said.

He said the Gram Panchayat has decided to
make all the transactions paperless from
September 11.

All the 28 students of the ZP primary school in
the village were recently distributed blazers and
neckties as school uniforms along with school
bags with their photos printed on them, which
was a private initiative, he said.

This village was adopted by Maharashtra BJP
secretary Arvind Patil Nilangekar.

"Due to free Wi-Fi, we can now attend online
classes regularly overcoming network issues.
Now I don't want to wait for my father for
accessing the internet as the Gram Panchayat
provides free internet," said Akshata Shingade, a
class eight student. Tukaram Yalmate, a farmer,
said, "We feel that our village has entered a virtu-
al world. All the facilities provided by the Gram
Panchayat have benefited students. People are
coming together due to these facilities. At least
three times, our GP was elected unopposed to
avoid groupism. At least 70 to 80 students from
the village have got jobs and are working sin-
cerely at various places, including one in a for-
eign country."

Latur village gets free Wi-Fi connection

Team Absolute|Mumbai

It was in September 2020 that the
worst peak of the first wave
began just days after Ganpati

Bappa bid adieu to the city in the
last week of August. The fortnight
before the Ganpati festival, in the
third week of August in 2020, the
state had registered 1.7 lakh cases,
while the fortnight after the festival
added 2.5 lakh cases, a jump of
nearly 50%.

A year later, the decline in the
Covid second wave has led to eas-
ing of most Covid-19-related norms,
which has led to a slight rise in daily
cases in the city for the last four
consecutive days: after almost two
weeks of registering less than 300
cases daily, the registered 391 cases
on Saturday, and 362, 398 and 342
cases on the previous days.

However, the total cases added in
the state and the city since the
opening up has not been signifi-
cant. The state added over 81,000
cases in the first 14 days of August,
which has dipped to 64,401 from

August 15 to 28, while the number
of cases in the city has been almost
the same at around 4,000.

The fear of the third wave has led
the Central health ministry to issue
a directive to states to keep a tight
check during the festive season,
which begins with Janmasthami on
Monday and continues with the
Jain festival  Paryushan (September
3 to 10) and Ganpati (September 10
to 19) till Diwali on November 4. 

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray

on Saturday yet again appealed to
people to ensure  that the health of
the people is prioritised over festivi-
ties. "The state has already issued
advisories regarding the protocols
to be followed during the festive
season. The threat of Covid-19 is
still there and so all political, social
and religious groups must follow
government-issued norms," said
Thackeray in response to the
Centre's advisory. The state govern-
ment has downsized the festivals

even this year, cancelled dahi handi
events, and is yet to open up reli-
gious places officially. A doctor
pointed out that the easing of
restrictions has been to a "higher
degree" this time around as com-
pared to September 2020: more
people have approval for train travel
and there is no restriction on intra-
city or district travel.

However, a senior state govern-
ment official said that the key differ-
ence between this year and last year
is that the vaccine coverage in
Mumbai has been significant and it
is likely that it will help keep the
cases low. But BMC executive
health officer Dr Mangala Gomare
isn't perturbed. She said the four-
day rise is very slight and could be
linked to the unlocking. Dr
Shashank Joshi, a member of the
state task force, said that the trend
should be watched for a few days
before an alarm is raised. "A slight
increase due to unlocking is expect-
ed. The testing positivity rate is
around 1%, and that is good," he
said.

COVID CONCERNS LOOM AS MAHARASHTRA
FESTIVAL SEASON STARTS ON MONDAY 

Ahead of the festival season, that begins on Monday with Janmashtami,
a sense of deja vu has gripped the city's public healthcare experts abd
doctors. 

Team Absolute|Pune

On one hand, Central
Govt is asking us to
take appropriate

measures (to contain COVID
spread), on the other, it is
asking four newly-inducted
ministers (from
Maharashtra) to take out ral-
lies/yatras. Gathering at
these rallies will obviously
impact COVID spread,"  Ajit
Pawar said.He added: "In the
coming days, we will see the

effect of these rallies wherev-
er they are taking place. If it
happens (COVID cases rise)
where the rallies are taking
place, who will be responsi-
ble for it?"

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
on Saturday reported 4,831
new coronavirus cases and
126 deaths, taking the infec-
tion tally to 64,52,273 and
death toll to 1,37,026, a state
health department official
said. As many as 4,455
patients were discharged
from hospitals across the
state, which took the cumu-
lative number of recovered
cases to 62,59,906, he added.

Maharashtra now has
51,821 active cases.

There are 2,92,530 people
in home quarantine and
2,357 in institutional quar-
antine. Maharashtra's
COVID-19 recovery rate
stands at 97.02 per cent
while the fatality rate is 2.12
per cent.

The total of coronavirus
tests conducted in the state
so far climbed to 5,34,56,403
with 2,00,379 samples tested
since Friday evening.

Districts of Nandurbar,
Jalna, Hingoli, Wardha, rural
parts of Nagpur and
Bhandara did not report any
new case of COVID-19 since
Friday evening. he urban
areas of Nanded, Parbhani
and Dhule too did not report
new infection.

On the other hand,
Ahmednagar district report-
ed the highest 789 new
infections, followed by rural
parts of Pune with 597 new
cases.Pune city and rural
parts of Solapur reported the
highest number of deaths --
18 each -- since Friday
evening.

Among eight regions, the
Pune region reported the
highest 2,060 new COVID-19
cases, followed by 901 cases
in the Nashik region. The
Mumbai region reported 850
new cases, Kolhapur 778,
Latur region 166,
Aurangabad 29, Akola 28
and the Nagpur region
reported 19 cases.Of 126
fatalities reported on
Saturday, the highest 59
were reported from the Pune
region, followed by 28 from
the Kolhapur region.

Who will now be responsible for surge in COVID-
19 cases:  Pawar on 'Jan Ashirwad Yatra' 

Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar
on Sunday
slammed the Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi-led central
government over
the 'Jan Ashirwad
Yatra' of their
newly-inducted
Cabinet ministers.
Noting the massive
crowds at these
rallies, Pawar asked
who will now be
responsible if the
state records a
surge in the
COVID-19 cases.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Amid a bitter feud between his party and
Union minister Narayan Rane, Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut on Sunday wondered whether

BJP leadership is supporting those people who
insult Maharashtra's pride and self-respect.

Raut, the executive editor of the party mouth-
piece ''Saamana'', said in his weekly column that
apart from Maharashtra BJP leaders Devendra
Fadnavis and Chandrakant Patil, Central leaders
like BJP president JP Nadda and Home Minister
Amit Shah had reportedly called up  Rane to
express their support to him.

"If this is true then it is an insult to Maharashtra's
self-respect and pride. Why does Delhi stand in
support of those who insult Maharashtra's pride
and self-respect?"  Raut asked.

Rane, a BJP MP, was arrested on August 24 after
his "would have slapped Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray for the latter's igno-
rance of the year of India's independence" remarks
kicked up a huge row.The remarks triggered violent
protests by Shiv Sena cadres who vandalised offices
of BJP in some cities and clashed with supporters of
Rane. In the write-up, Raut accused  Rane and his
sons- former MP Nilesh Rane and BJP MLA Nitesh
Rane- of using "derogatory and unparliamentary"

language against the Sena leadership."A Union
minister speaks of slapping the state's chief minis-
ter and BJP leaders look around helplessly," he
wrote.Raut expressed surprise over BJP leaders
terming  Rane's arrest, which he said was done
legally, unconstitutional. "Nobody has the right to
insult the posts of PM, President and Chief
Minister. Rane has been committing this crime
often. If anybody thinks that taking action in this
regard is a crime, then it is like belittling the
Constitution," he said.  Raut stated that  Rane's sons
have damaged the political career of their father the
most. "Fadnavis and Chandrakant Patil
(Maharashtra BJP chief) will meet the same fate
due to the sons of Rane," he said.

Meanwhile,  Rane addressed a press conference
on his home turf Kankavli as part of the ''Jan
Ashirwad Yatra.''He hit out at  Raut for targeting his
sons and cautioned the Sena MP to refrain from
launching personal attacks. "If this continues, I will
start a series of write-ups through my newspaper
''Prahar''," the MSME Minister said, adding his sons
love and respect him. "They are well educated and
well mannered, " he said. On the contrary,  Raut is
responsible for Sena's slide, he added. Describing
his Yatra success,  Rane said his ministry will focus
on developing entrepreneurship and employment
opportunities. "I will focus on the development of
the Konkan region, rest of Maharashtra, and the
entire country," he said. Speaking about the Yatra,
Rane said he received a rousing welcome wherever
he went "barring a bad omen incident" which he
didn't want to talk about, apparently referring to his
arrest on Tuesday and subsequent release on bail.

To a question on whether he will help Shiv Sena
MPs if they approach him for development-related
work,  Rane quipped, "I will do their work and also
persuade them to come to the BJP." Queried
whether he has toned down his rhetoric after a
one-on-one meeting between Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis and CM Thackeray,  Rane said,
" I am still the same and will continue to be aggres-
sive."

IS BJP Supporting Those Who Insult Maharashtra's Pride? Asks Sena's Sanjay Raut
Narayan Rane, a BJP MP, was arrested on August 24 after his "would have slapped Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray for the latter's ignorance of the year of India's independence" remarks kicked up a huge row.
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The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) said
on Sunday that it has arrested
Bollywood actor Armaan Kohli hours

after the recovery of a small quantity of
cocaine during searches at his Andheri resi-
dence.

The searches were carried out on Saturday.
The NCB had raided Kohli's home late last

evening and then took him to its office after
recovering the banned narcotics, said NCB
Zonal Director Sameer Wankhede.

He added that what has emerged from the
probe till now, the case could have interna-
tional ramifications as the cocaine seized had
originated from South America.

"The NCB is probing the route and linkages
used to bring the seized cocaine to Mumbai
and the involvement of other traffickers,"
Wankhede said.

Kohli's name emerged during the interro-
gation of a peddler Ajay Raju Singh who was
arrested in Worli on Saturday morning, as
part of the NCB's all-out war against the drugs
mafia.

A history-sheeter with a previous case

lodged against him by the Anti Narcotics Cell
of Mumbai Police, the NCB nabbed Ajay
Singh Saturday near the Haji Ali Mausoleum
and recovered 25 gms of Mephedrone from
him.Following this, Wankhede said that a first
information report has been lodged against
both Singh and Kolhi, under various sections
of the NDPS Act, and further investigations
are underway.

NCB nabs Bollywood actor
Armaan Kohli in drugs case
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Parola taluka in north Maharashtra's Jalgaon
district, which had the highest number of
cases of Delta-plus variant of Covid-19, has

now become Covid-free.
This taluka has joined five other talukas in rural

Jalgaon that do have any active cases at present.
Of the total 13 cases Delta plus variant detected

in Jalgaon so far, eight were from Parola taluka
alone and the remaining cases were from Jamner
(3) and Jalgaon city (2).

"There was only one active Covid patient in
Parola who has now been cured of the ailment,"
Jalgaon collector Abhijit Raut said.

Parola was one of the Covid hotspots in rural
Jalgaon and had 4,935 Covid cases in the two
waves of the pandemic. A total of 50 from the talu-
ka had succumbed to the contagion. According to
Raut, Jamner and Jalgaon city presently have one
and six active cases respectively. Their conditions
are stable.

According to him, the situation in the district on
the Covid front is fully under control with only 24
active cases. The district did not register any death
of Covid patients for over a month. "But, we are

continuing to test aggressively. We are also work-
ing overtime to ramp up our medical infrastruc-
ture," he added.

Jalgaon had reported the second highest num-
ber of Deltaplus variant cases in the state. The
Delta-plus is a sub lineage of the highly contagious
Delta variant.According to officials, all 13 patients
in the district infected with the Delta-plus variant
are cured of the infection.Jalgaon was the first dis-
trict in North Maharashtra to be hit by the second
wave of the pandemic. During the peak of the pan-
demic, there were over 12,000 active cases in the
district. Like other districts, Jalgaon, too, had faced
issues with availability of medical
oxygen.Meanwhile, Jalgaon administration recent-
ly swung into action vaccinating 800  beneficiaries
of a village in Bodwad taluka after 10 fresh cases
emerged from that village in quick succession.
Raut said that the administration took the decision
to vaccinate these beneficiaries as they frequently
travel outside and were vulnerable to get infected. 

Jalgaon's Parola taluka, which had
most Delta-plus cases, now Covid-free
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The funeral of Fahim,
whose family lives in
south Mumbai, was

performed on Friday
evening at a local cemetery
with a handful of mourners
present, the sources said.

A petty goon hailing from
Peru Lane in the Bhendi
Bazar area of south Mumbai,
Fahim quickly rose in the
underworld hierarchy
through his extortion rack-
ets, working as part of the
so-called 'D-Company' -- a
crime syndicate attributed to
the absconder mafia don
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar,

who is based in Karachi
now.

"There was a time when
he would call up various
Bollywood personalities
using the alias of 'Rafiqbhai',
striking terror in the hearts
of his targeted victims who
would promptly abide by his
demands," said a former
aide living in the UAE.

A secondary school
dropout, Fahim soon
became a close confidante of
Chhota Shakeel, considered
the right-hand man of
Dawood.

Fahim was arrested by the
Mumbai Police in 1995 on
various serious charges of

extortion, deaths threats,
etc., but he managed to
secure bail from a court.

He was again nabbed
from the Mumbai
International airport that
year while trying to flee to
Dubai, but despite objec-
tions by the police, Fahim
again secured bail.

Making the best of his sec-
ond bail, Fahim escaped to
Dubai, and since then his
name has cropped up in a
multitude of illegal activities,
including terror. But he
somehow managed to
remain out of the clutches of
the Mumbai Police for over
two decades.

Notorious gangster Fahim Machmach
succumbs to Covid in Pak

Notorious extortionist Fahim Ahmed Sharif, dreaded as 'Fahim Machmach'
in the Mumbai underworld, fell to Covid-19 in Pakistan on Friday, sources
said here on Saturday.
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Anew technology that treats municipal sewage
and highly polluting industrial wastewater
streams using UV-Photocatalysis and increase

its reuse as a technological option in industrial as well
as municipal wastewater treatments may soon
enhance the reuse of wastewater in an affordable and
sustainable manner. It has become imperative for
industries and utilities to reuse 'treated water'; however,
the current treatment practices are inefficient because of
high dependence on biological treatment systems,
which are unable to bear shock loads. "This is followed
by tertiary treatment systems involving RO and Multi
Effect Evaporators (MEE). These systems have large
carbon footprint and maintenance costs making the
wastewater treatment highly unsustainable and unaf-
fordable," says Department of Science and
Technology. Researchers at New Delhi-based The
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) felt the need to
integrate novel approaches and advanced technolo-
gies in current systems and hence developed the tech-
nology called 'The Advanced Oxidation Technology or
TADOX', which can "reduce less dependence and load
on biological and tertiary treatment systems and help
achieve Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD)." It can bring
down capital expenditure on ZLD by 25-30 per cent
and operating expense by 30-40 per cent for industrial
wastewater treatment. DST's Water Technology
Initiative (WTI) has supported TERI to develop this
technology at bench scale collaboration in tie-up with
ONGC Energy Centre (OEC), Delhi. The technology
involves UV-Photocatalysis as an Advanced
Oxidation Process (AOP) at the secondary treatment
stage leading to oxidative degradation and mineral-
ization of targeted pollutants. It improves biodegrad-
ability, thereby preventing bio-fouling of membranes
and enhancing life span and efficiency of RO systems
as also overall load on evaporators like Multiple Effect
Evaporators and Mechanical vapor recompression
(MVR). It can reduce Chemical Oxygen Demand
(COD), Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), dissolved
organics, pathogens, Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs), and Micropollutants.

Now re-use waste-water

Tehran:The secretary of Iran's
Supreme National Security
Council Ali Shamkhani
denounced US President Joe
Biden's mentioning of "other
options" to be used against Iran
"if diplomacy fails" as "illegal threats". The first meeting
between (Israeli Prime Minister) Naftali Bennett and
Biden, and the emphasis on using 'Other Options'
against Iran, while being an illegal threat to another
country, establishes the Islamic Republic of Iran's right to
reciprocal response to 'Available Options,'" Shamkhani
tweeted on Saturday.Biden said in a meeting with
Bennett on August 27 that his country was committed "to
ensure Iran never develops a nuclear weapon", adding
that Washington would be "putting diplomacy first" and
was "ready to turn to other options", reports Xinhua news
agency.For his part, Bennett said he was "happy" to hear
Biden's "clear words," emphasising that there are "other
options" if diplomacy "doesn't work out", according to a
release published on the White House's official website.
Also on August 27, Zahra Ershadi, the charge d'affaires ad
interim of Iran's permanent mission to the UN, delivered
a letter to the Security Council, warning against Israel's
"threats" against Iran's nuclear program, official news
agency IRNA reported.

The recent seismic changes in the
geo-political dynamics with
nations under the threat of radical

leadership, the resurgence of the
COVID pandemic, heightened risks of
global warming, are a few of the bur-
geoning concerns stifling humanity
today. Strenuous efforts are underway
at every level - global, social, and local -
to curb and address such issues. But,
how can each one of us, on a personal
and an individual level, contribute to
transform the world?

Mahatma Gandhi famously quoted,
"be the change you want to see in oth-
ers." Societal changes are difficult to
mandate unless there is an organic
change from within. Change here refers
to the inner transformation from vices
to virtue, from demonic to the divine,
from compulsion to volition (BG* 16.1-
4). On this eve of Janmashtami, the cur-
rent state of affairs very much resembles
the dark prison cell of Mathura, where
Devaki and Vasudeva were being held
captive. Only divine intervention could
have undone the abuse subjugated by
Kamsa onto the young couple.

Reciprocating their prayers, the divine
personality Lord Sri Krsna subsequently
appeared. 

The reason behind such an apparent-
ly aberrant manifestation of the divine
has multiple connotations scripturally,
functionally, and spiritually.
Scripturally, the lord states, "both my
appearance & activities are transcen-
dental in nature. Anyone who learns
about them attains my eternal abode
(BG 4.9)." Functionally, the world,
despite all its aesthetical beauty, is
indeed replete with dualities that only
escalate distress (BG 8.15).  And spiritu-
ally, the Lord's appearance in the jail
signifies freeing us from the cuffs of
incarceration from the cycles of birth
and death, through spiritual awakening. 

Scriptures of all traditions unequivo-
cally state that there are six vices that
indefinitely defer our progress on the
path of spiritual transformation. The
play of the six vices is rather interesting-
triggering from the desire for enjoy-
ment, to the unmet desires leading to
anger, to the unsatiated anger taking the
form of greed, to the unfulfilled greed

further resulting in envy, and finally to
envy trapping one into a labyrinth of
vices. 

The six newborn children of Devaki,
smashed to death by Kamsa represent
the snares of vices. Eventually, Balaram
appears as the 7th son of Devaki.
Balaram represents the origin of all spir-
itual guides (Guru tattva). Like a
teacher, the Guru initiates us into the
spiritual process like mantra medita-
tion, unlocking the access for the
human to the divine realm, transcend-
ing samsara. 

Adi-Sankara cautions us all in one of
his poetic renditions: the ocean of sam-
sara is uncharted, unbounded, and
unfathomable, difficult to surpass. He
opines that the only means to transcend
samsara is through chanting of the holy
names of Lord Govinda. Across various
walks of living tradition, chanting is
revered as the sonic manifestation of
the divine. Unlike any other conven-
tional name, the mantra (holy names)
has an energetic potency that cuts
through the layers of karma. Thus,
mantra meditation empowers the seek-
ers to become portals of the divine, aid-
ing in transforming the world. 

Usually, people plan for early retire-
ments under the soothing shades of a
beach resort. However, in 1965, a 69-
year-old spiritual revolutionary, board-
ed a cargo ship with 7 dollars' worth of
Rs.40 in his pocket and a trunk filled
with vedic scriptures. With the sole
intention to spread the message of pure
love of Godhead on the western shores.

The revolutionary personality was
His Divine Grace  A.C Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada who sparked the
devotional fervour reverberating
through the world with the holy chants
of the Lord, like never before. He com-
poses the following verse, "I am a toy
tethered to your fingers, oh my lord!
Make me dance, as you wish." Such
profound selfless compassion reflects
the state of inner spiritual awakening.
On this auspicious eve of Janmasthami-
let's take to the path of devotion realiz-
ing our full potential in contributing our
part, back to the world.  

(The author is the Spiritual Guru of
International Society for Krishna

Consciousness)

Janmashtami- a call for inner
revolution amid social disruption

Radhanath Swami Maharaj 

The UN must immediately offer, and deploy a
PeaceKeeping Force to Afghanistan to escort girls and
women for going from their homes, to their places of

study, school, college, and offices.
The Taliban must instruct its ground soldiers to not attack

any blue helmet-wearing UN peace keeping soldiers (their
uniform includes a blue helmet) who will be giving escort
and security to girls and women who are going out to study
or work. The UN force could set up a system of cars, buses
for transport of girls and children, accompanied by blue
hats. Since the force would be deployed only upon the invi-
tation of Taliban, the Taliban could perhaps also provide
some "safety corridors" that will help them build an Afghan
society that respects, and is safe and secure, for girls and
women. The Taliban has said that its "talib" are not trained
to respect women, and therefore women should work from
home for their own safety. This is a strange situation. The
world community must help to solve this problem. One
smart way to do so would be to deploy a UN PeaceKeeping
Force solely for purposes of women security.

It is a fact that women are bearing the brunt of this
regime change. India must take leadership on this issue and
raise the matter with the UN Secretary General, and with
the UN Security Council. India must also talk on this pro-
posal with the US, Russia, the European Union, China,
Japan, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, among
others. The UN should immediately talk to Taliban and offer
this help in the nation-building of Afghanistan, so that the
proud Afghan people build a society where girls and
women are safe.The Taliban has admitted that it has a prob-
lem. World community must seize this opportunity and
persuade, convince Taliban that a UN PeaceKeeping Force
for women would help them build a safer, better society.

This is a classic case study of the proverbial phrase,
"When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade".
Afghanistan is a lemon today, and the world must try do
whatever it can to improve the situation.

(Robinder Sachdev is president of the Imagindia
Institute. All views expressed are personal)

Blue Hats for safety of
Afghan women, girl-children

Robinder Sachdev

Washington|Agencies

Intensive care units (ICU) at hospitals across the US are
reaching their capacity, and more vaccine and mask man-
dates as the country is witnessing a resurgence of record

Covid-19 cases and fatalities.
On August 27, the country reported 155,365 new cases of

daily coronavirus, with the 14-day change seeing a 21 per cent
rise, Xinhua news agency quoted The New York Times as say-
ing in an update on Saturday.

The daily hospitalisations stood at 98,337, with the 14-day
change a 28 per cent increase, while the daily death toll was
1,266, with the 14-day change a starling 95 per cent hike,
newspaper added.

Due to the resurgence, New York State has ordered all stu-
dents, staff and visitors inside school buildings to wear masks,
a mandate that will not just apply to public school districts but
also to private, charter and religious schools.

The policy was filed in an emergency regulation, out of the
government's fear that the highly contagious Delta variant
might spread as students head back to school.

New York City already had a mask mandate in place for city
schools in advance of the first day on September 13.

Mayor Bill de Blasio has also ordered all Department of
Education staff to get vaccinated by September 27.

Liberty University is enacting a campus-wide quarantine
after reporting its highest rate of Covid-19 cases to date, just
days after the Virginia-based evangelical institute reopened
with no mitigation measures.

The university announced that it would be switching to
online classes and ban all large indoor gatherings starting
from Monday.

The shutdown, which will last through September 10, fol-
lows a large uptick in the number of coronavirus cases since
students made their return to campus in mid-August.

The university's Covid-19 dashboard shows the number of
active coronavirus cases increased from three on August 15 to
159, including 124 among students and 35 among faculty.

Meanwhile, some hotels have announced they will require
proof of vaccination from guests and staff as an effort to curb
the virus spread. Accommodations such as PUBLIC Hotel,
Equinox Hotel and Wythe Hotel, all in New York City, Urban

Cowboy Lodge in New York State, and Pilgrim House in
Provincetown, Massachusetts, are among the first in the US to
announce that they will require evidence of vaccination, via a
physical card or a digital verification, from their guests.

The American Hotel and Lodging Association, an industry
trade group, has issued safety guidelines based on guidance
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
which includes encouraging employees to get vaccinated.

on August 27, Arizona surpassed 1 million Covid-19 cases,
becoming the 13th state to reach the grim milestone while
contending with yet another major spike in infections, accord-
ing to the CDC's Covid-19 Data Tracker.Now the state, like the
rest of the country, is coping with a surge, mostly among the
unvaccinated, and in conflicts over mask and vaccine man-
dates, it added.

Louisiana's hospital system is already straining due to large
numbers of Covid-19 patients, and it must now tackle another
challenge: Hurricane Ida is expected to hit the majority of the
state on Sunday.

Approximately 68 per cent of all hospital beds in the state
are filled, including 84 per cent of all ICU beds.

Texas hospitals are also overwhelmed with the latest surge
in coronavirus patients.

There were a total of 13,932 patients hospitalised with
Covid-19 in Texas and only 356 available ICU beds statewide.

As the pandemic is once again raging across the US, the
country's overall caseload and death as of Sunday stood at
38,755,584 and 637,241.

ICU NEARS CAPACITY, MORE MANDATES
IMPOSED IN US AMID COVID SURGE

Gaza|Agencies

Israeli fighter jets late have
struck posts and facilities
belonging to the armed

wing of Islamic Hamas
Movement in the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian security sources
said on Sunday.

The strike was in response
to earlier protests that took
place near the borderline
area between the besieged
coastal enclave and Israel,
and the launch of incendiary
balloons towards Israel,
according to the sources.

Witnesses said that the
Israeli fighter jets struck sev-
eral posts and facilities
belonging to al-Qassam
Brigades, Hamas' armed
wing in southern, central and
northern Gaza Strip, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Paramedics said no
injuries were reported, but
damage were caused to the
targeted posts and facilities.

The witnesses said they
saw flames of fire and black
smoke coming out from the
targeted posts, adding that
they heard the buzz of the
drones and the fighter jets
hovering over the Gaza Strip,
which was followed by sever-
al explosions.

The Hamas-run al-Aqsa
radio in Gaza reported that
Hamas militants fired heavy
machineguns at the fighter

jets. Meanwhile, an Israeli
army spokesman said in a
statement that Israeli fighter
jets attacked underground
tunnels and several facilities
of Hamas that manufacture
weapons in response to the
launch of incendiary bal-
loons towards southern
Israel. Earlier on Saturday,
medics said that 11
Palestinian protesters were
injured by Israeli soldiers in
clashes at the borderline area
between eastern Gaza and
Israel.Saturday night's
airstrike on the Gaza Strip is
the fifth since the end of the
last round of tension that
lasted for 11 days and ended
on May 21, leaving more than
250 Palestinians and 13
Israelis dead.

The joint chamber of pop-
ular activities to lift the Israeli
siege said in a statement that
"protests near the borders
and launching incendiary
balloons will continue until
the ongoing Israeli blockade
imposed on the Gaza Strip
for 14 years is completely lift-
ed". "The Israeli occupation's
announcement that it had
recently eased the blockade
doesn't meet the basic needs
of our people to live free in
dignity," said the statement,
calling on the protesters to
defy the blockade by all
means.

Israeli fighter
jets strike Gaza

Iran denounces 'illegal
threats' of US, Israel

Dubai|Agencies

Starting from Monday,
the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) will

resume issuing tourist visas
to those who have been fully
vaccinated against Covid-19.

The move comes as the
daily number of positive
cases continued to drop in
the country, having gone
lower than 1,000 since last
week. The vaccination rate
was closing on the 92 per
cent mark, the highest in the
world after Malta.

Both Federal Authority For
Identity and Citizenship
(ICA) and the National
Emergency Crisis and
Disasters Management
Authority (NCEMA) jointly
announced that application
for tourist visas will be open
to people from all countries
who have received the World

Health Organization (WHO)-
approved vaccines.

The UAE's official news
agency WAM said: "This
comes as part of the coun-
try's strategy to create a bal-
ance between public health
and the activities of vital sec-
tors, and in support of the
national efforts to achieve
sustainable recovery and
economic growth."

Travellers who wish to
receive the benefits provided
to individuals vaccinated in

the UAE, like visiting malls
and public spaces in Abu
Dhabi, can register their vac-
cination via the ICA platform
or Al Hosn application.

As of June 3, the WHO-
approved COVID-19 vaccines
include
AstraZeneca/Oxford/CoviShi
eld, Johnson & Johnson,
Moderna, Pfizer/BioNTech,
Sinopharm and
Sinovac.WAM added that
"passengers arriving on
tourist visas must take a

mandatory PCR test at the
airport".

Despite an entry ban,
India continued to be the
Dubai International
Airport's) top destination
country by traffic volume in
the first half of 2021 with pas-
senger numbers exceeding
1.9 million, reported Gulf
News.

Emirates airlines continues
to be the preferred choice of
Indians travelling to the US
and Canada and Dubai is a
convenient place for transit.

Earlier this year in March,
the UAE Cabinet had
approved a five-year multiple
entry tourist visa for all
nationalities.

Otherwise, the tourist visa
is granted for either 30 days
or 90 days. Indian citizens
with valid visa of the US or
UK are also eligible for visa
on arrival.

UAE to resume issuing tourist visas from Monday



Team Absolute|Bhopal

With an aim at safeguarding forests of
Buxwaha and lakhs of trees to be felled
under the Ken-Betwa river linking project,

environment enthusiasts are holding National
Environment Parliament in Madhya Pradesh's capi-
tal city Bhopal shortly.

Among others, the event will see the participa-
tion of noted environment-activist Jadav Payeng of
Assam, Narmada Bachao Andolan founder Medha
Patkar, environment activist Amit Bhatnagar and
others. "Besides drawing a strategy for saving over
25 lakh trees which are facing the axe in the Ken-
Betwa river link and the Buxwaha diamond project
in the Chhatarpur district, we will be keeping a ses-
sion aside for political figures so that their stand
could be clarified on the environmental issues,"

Paryavaran Bachao Abhiyan convener Shahrad
Sigh Kumre said.

"Besides saving the greenery, we will be devising
a strategy for safeguarding the stone age culture
and rock paintings that exist in the forests of
Buxwaha. Around 382-hectare area of the forest in
Bundelkhand region is being leased out to an
Aditya Birla group company for excavation of dia-
monds," he said.

"The mass destruction of forests is planned even
though the area falls under an arid zone part of
Bundelkhand," said Kumre, pressing for revision of
developmental policies in line with environmental
hazards. The environment lovers claimed that the
governments are not considering the usage of tech-

nology as diamonds can be produced artificially
and there is no need to destroy a vast flourishing
forest area for getting glittering stones.

On being asked the forestation is also being done
at a rapid pace, Anand Patel, one of the volunteers
working in the field of environment protection, said
that naturally grown vast forests like Buxwaha can't
be produced by humans and have their environ-
mental significance.

Paryavaran Bachao Samiti, a group of volunteers
from MP and other States are running a campaign
to save 2.25 lakh trees in Buxwaha and around 23
lakh trees which are under threat due to the Ken-
Betwa river link.

Environment activists and volunteers are gather-
ing in Bhopal for National Environment Parliament
from across the country for raising awareness on
environmental issues and pressing for policy
changes, said a communique from the organisa-
tion. Padma Shri Jadav Payeng is also attending the
meet. Born to an indigenous 'Mising' Tribe of
Assam, Payeng is an environmental activist and
forestry worker who is also known as Forest Man of
India. To his credit, Payeng has a forest reserve
spanning over an area of over 550 hectares at
Sandbar of river Bhramhaputra in the Jorhat area
which he developed over the past few decades.

The meet to make a strategy
for saving over 25 lakh trees
which are facing the axe in the
Ken-Betwa river link and
Buxwaha diamond project in
Chhatarpur district.
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Team Absolute|Bhopal

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that  block-wise
action plans should be pre-

pared for the development of
Balaghat district and to check Naxal
activities. Due to that development
works can be accelerated as well as
employment opportunities can be
made available to the local youth.
Chouhan was addressing a meeting
of public representatives and officers
at Balaghat on Sunday.

Chouhan said that the police per-
sonnel have done a good job in curb-
ing Naxal activities. Special recruit-
ment is being considered for police
and other departments in the district.
Out-of-turn promotions are being

given to the jawans who laid down
their lives in the eradication of
Naxalites. Special attention should be
paid to road connectivity, irrigation
and employment in the villages of
Naxal-affected blocks. Forest rights
should be given to the eligible people
on priority. The state government will
not allow any shortage of funds for
the development works of Balaghat
district.

Ministers, public representatives,
Director General of Police and senior
officers were present in the program.

Chouhan discussed with the entre-
preneurs about investment in
Balaghat district. He said that I had

virtually participated in the Investors
Meet held in Balaghat recently.
Proposals for investment of about Rs
4500 crore have been received in this
meet. This is likely to provide employ-
ment to 10 thousand people in the
district. Entrepreneurs have shown
interest in setting up bio fuel ethanol
unit and ferro manganese unit in
Balaghat district.

Chouhan said that employment
and development cannot happen
without investment. If there is invest-
ment in industries, then there will be
employment opportunities for the
local people. Naturally forest and
mineral wealth are available in abun-

dance in Balaghat district and so
much paddy is produced here that
warehouses fall short. If ethanol
based industries are set up in the dis-
trict, then it will also help in solving
the problem of warehouse to store
paddy and farmers will also get bene-
fit from it. Chouhan asked the entre-
preneurs to come forward to set up
enterprises based on the resources
available in the district. The state gov-
ernment will provide all possible help
to them. Along with providing land
for industries, arrangements for
roads, electricity will also be made.

Chouhan unveiled the statue of the
Father of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi in the Collectorate premises
during his stay at Balaghat. He also
honored the artist Sunil who made
the statue of Mahatma Gandhi by
wearing a shawl.

Chouhan inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of various construc-
tion and development works costing
Rs 158 crore 56 lakh at Balaghat.

Prepare block-wise action plan to check Naxalite activities: CM

Activists to hold 'National Environment Parliament' for saving forests

In short span of about a week there have been multiple cases of assault, harassment, and communal instances in the state. On Saturday (August 28), a Muslim man in Ujjain was
forced to chant 'Jai Shree Ram. The man was harassed and heckled by the villagers and was asked not to enter the village. Whereas, another man belonging to a minority community

in Rewa district was assaulted on Sunday just on suspicion of stealing batteries of vehicles. Moreover, In another incident on Saturday, a Tribal man was beaten and thrashed after
being tied to a truck in the Neemach district. All these one-by-one communal incidents have triggered law order concerns in the state.

Madhya Pradesh earning notoriety as lynchistan 

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Yet another barbaric assault has
been reported from the state - two
days after a tribal man was tied to

a truck and dragged on the road in
Neemuch district on suspicion of being
a thief. This time a man Mohammad
Asad Khan  was brutally attacked in
Rewa district by those who accused
him of stealing bus batteries.

A disturbing video of the savage inci-
dent, which took place on Saturday and
in full view of the public, shows one of
the accused whipping Asad with a belt.
At one point a man stands on Asad's
chest and another kicks him in the
groin. The police believe four people

were involved. Two - Danish and
Kuldip - have been arrested and been
charged with attempt to murder. The
police are on the lookout for the other
two. The case has been filed at the city's
Civil Line Police Station in Transport
Nagar. This shocking incident is the lat-
est in a wave of violent attacks.

On Thursday a 45-year-old man was
tied to pick-up truck and dragged on a
concrete road in Neemuch by men who

suspected him of thievery.
They physically assaulted him before

he was dragged to his death. A video of
the incident, which took place at Jetiya
village, was widely circulated on social
media. "Eight people have been identi-
fied. Five among them have been
arrested, the rest will be arrested soon.
The viral video helped identify the cul-
prits," Superintendent of Police Sooraj
Verma said. A day before the Neemuch
tragedy, Tasleem Ali, a 25-year-old ban-
gle seller from Indore, was the victim of
a brutal mob attack on Sunday that was
caught on camera. 24 hours later,
though, Tasleem was the accused; he
was charged with molesting a 13-year-
old. The FIR, however, raises serious
questions about the role of the police
and administration. There are also
questions over a delay in registering
Tasleem's original complaint.

Meanwhile, in the state's Ujjain dis-
trict, another horrific incident was
reported on Saturday - two men from
Sekli village harassed a Muslim man
into chanting 'Jai Shri Ram.'

Police have arrested the accused; RK
Raj, a sub-divisional police officer from
Mahidpur, said: "The police will take a
tough stand so a message goes out...
such incidents will not be tolerated."

Team Absolute|Ujjain

AMuslim scrap dealer was alleged-
ly forced to chant 'Jai Shri Ram'
by two men at a village in

Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain district. The
incident happened on Saturday and
two purported videos of it went viral on
social media. 

Both the accused have been arrested
by the police. The duo was booked
under IPC sections 153-A (promoting
enmity between different groups on
grounds of religion), 505 (2) (public
mischief), 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), among others.

In one purported video, the duo was
seen throwing scrap from the victim's
four-wheeler and asking him not to
enter the village again. Another video

shows them threatening and forcing
him to chant 'Jai Shri Ram.' 

"The incident happened on Saturday
when scrap dealer Abdul Rasheed, a
resident of Mahidpur town who has
been doing this business here for a
long time, went to Sikli village under
Jharda police station area to collect
some scrap in his mini truck. However,
Rasheed was forced to leave the village
and also threatened against doing his
scrap business in the area. When he left
the village, two men intercepted him at
Pipliya Dhuma, manhandled him and
forced him to chant 'Jai Shri Ram.' The
man somehow got out from there after
giving in to their demand," Sub
Divisional Officer of Police (SDOP),
Mahidur, told reporters.

The incident drew the ire of several

netizens, and politi-
cians. Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief Kamal
Nath said that similar
incidents had earlier
occurred in Indore and
Dewas in the state.

"Has it been happen-
ing under a specific
agenda? The govern-
ment is watching every-
thing as a mute specta-

tor. An atmosphere of anarchy is being
created in the entire state and the law is
being mocked," he said while demand-
ing a strict action against the accused
who are "disturbing peace" in the state.

In response, Minister for Medical
Education Vishvas Sarang said the state
government was taking strict action in
all such incidents.

"We are committed to taking action
and preventing such incidents. But the
questions remain as to why such videos
are being made viral from the social
media department of Congress.
Whether the Congress is behind mak-
ing such videos and spreading them?"
he said.

It is a matter of investigation whether
these incidents are planned, the minis-
ter added.

Man Accused Of Theft Whipped,
Kicked In Groin; 2 Arrested

Muslim man forced to chant 
'Jai Shri Ram' in Ujjain 

The police believe four peo-
ple were involved; two -
Danish and Kuldip - have
been arrested and been
charged with attempt to
murder and police are
hunting the others. This is
fourth such incident
reported in the state in a
short span of week. 

A Muslim scrap dealer was
allegedly forced to chant
'Jai Shri Ram' by two men
at a village in Madhya
Pradesh's Ujjain district.
The incident happened on
Saturday and two purport-
ed videos of it went viral
on social media. 

CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr  SShhiivvrraajj  SSiinngghh
CChhoouuhhaann  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  ttooookk  aa  mmeeeett--
iinngg  rreeggaarrddiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff
BBaallaagghhaatt  ddiissttrriicctt  aanndd  eerraaddiiccaattiioonn
ooff  NNaaxxaall

Bhopal: On the
anniversary of Major
Dhyanchand, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan paid homage
by garlanding his picture
in the Chief Minister's
residence hall. The birth
anniversary of Major
Dhyanchand, the pride
of hockey, is celebrated as Sports Day.

Recalling the contribution of Major Dhyanchand, Chouhan
said that he never allowed hurdles and difficulties to dominate
his game. We are proud of the great player who has scored
more than 1000 goals in his sporting life. He will always
remain a source of inspiration for the players of the country
and the world. Chouhan said that Major Dhyanchand ji, the
wizard of hockey, who played in the Indian team that won
gold medals in the Olympics in Amsterdam, Los Angeles and
Berlin, won the hearts of the country and the world with his
game while fighting continuously against challenging and
adverse circumstances. In Madhya Pradesh too, the players of
the national game hockey are being given a lot of encourage-
ment. The budding talents associated with men's and
women's hockey are being encouraged.

CM pays tribute to
Major Dhyanchand

Team Absolute|Chhindwara

In a shocking case, an inquiry has been
ordered by the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment after the financial compensation

given by it in Chhindwara district was alleged-
ly siphoned off by wrongly claiming 23 alive
persons dead. All these persons who are
declared dead in government records are now
knocking at the doors of the state administra-
tion to prove that they are alive.

This incident took place in Borkhedi village
of Chhindwara where 23 persons were wrong-
ly pronounced dead in government records
and fake death certificates were issued in their
names with a financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh
per person siphoned off from the state gov-
ernment citing Covid-19 guidelines. After
these persons came to know that they were
declared dead in government documents,
they have now presented the proof to the
Superintendent of Police that they are alive.

Kamal Patel, the Madhya Pradesh Farmers
Welfare and Agriculture Minister and also
Chhindwara district minister in-charge, has
taken cognisance of the matter related to

issuance of fake death certificates of 23 living
persons in Borkhedi village. He has directed
the Chhindwara Collector to order a detailed
inquiry into the matter and register an FIR
ensuring strict action against the accused.

The Minister expressed his displeasure over
the matter and said making fake death certifi-
cates of 23 living persons coming from just
one village and withdrawing money in their
name is not only worrying, objectionable and
against the rule of law.

Patel told the Chhindwara Collector not to
confine the investigation proceedings to
Borkhedi village but conduct inspections in
the entire district so that there are no similar
cases reported anywhere. Former Minister
and Congress leader Jitu Patwari has taken a
jibe at the Shivraj Singh Chouhan government
and said, "Under the pretext of Covid-19 in
Chhindwara district, fake death certificates of
23 persons were made and financial compen-
sation of Rs 2 lakh per individual siphoned off
as well. It seems that during Covid-19, there
has been some deficiency in 'government
killings'. That's why the ruling BJP govern-
ment is now playing with people's lives."

PPrroobbee  oorrddeerreedd  aafftteerr  ffaakkee  ddeeaatthh
cceerrttiiffiiccaatteess  iissssuueedd  ttoo  2233  iinn  MMPP

Bhopal: Forest Minister Kunwar Vijay
Shah has said that in order to provide
more benefits to the farmers of the state
with less effort and less risk, the forest
department is encouraging the cultiva-
tion of bamboo and making them pros-
perous by providing grants.

Shah informed that in the last financial
year, 3,597 farmers had planted bamboo
in 3520 hectare area by the MP State
Bamboo Mission Board. A grant of about
Rs. 7 crore 20 lakh was made available to
these farmers. In order to make the self-
help Groups self-reliant, 83 self-help
Groups planted an area of 1020 hectares
under MGNREGA. Shah informed that in
the current financial year, more than 3
thousand farmers are planting bamboo

in an area of 4443 hectares. For this, a
grant of Rs 10 crore 60 lakh will be given.
Similarly, 46 more self-help groups have
been added this year as compared to last
year. In this way a total of 129 self-help
groups are planting bamboo in an area of
2428 hectares. From the fourth year of
planting, a minimum of 10 bamboos per
year grow to a height of about 40 feet. In
this way, the same numbers of bamboos
are available from 40 thousand plants.
Each bamboo is sold for Rs. 100. The
beneficiary can get a crop of Rs 40 lakh
from their sale. Transportation expenses
are also not incurred as buyers of bam-
boo take the crop from the field. Apart
from this, the productive farmer gets one
thousand quintals of dry bamboo leaves

per acre in the fourth year. High quality
compost manure is also made by burying
this leaf in the ground. It is used in veg-
etable and other types of farming.

Chilli, capsicum, ginger and garlic
crops can be grown in the middle of
bamboo rows. In the bamboo row, less
water is needed for these crops and there
is no adverse effect in summer, which
leads to good production.

The farmer can submit his application
through online at ebamboobazor.org or
in the office of the local forest officer.

On cultivating bamboo, the benefici-
ary gets a grant of Rs 120 per plant in
three years. A grant of Rs 60 is available in
the first year, Rs 36 in the second year and
Rs 24 for the third year.

Farmers of the state are getting prosperous from bamboo crop production GOVERNOR 
PLANTED SAPLING

AT RAJ BHAVAN
Bhopal:  Governor

Mangubhai Patel on Sunday
planted a Rudraksha sapling
in the Nakshatra Navagriha
Vatika of Savitri Nikunj
Udyan located in the Raj
Bhavan premises. It is note-
worthy that Rudraksha trees
are found in many countries
of the world including India.
They are available in abun-
dance in the hilly areas and
plains of India. Rudraksha
tree is 50 to 200 feet tall and
its leaves are long in size. The
colour of the flowers of
Rudraksha is white. Its fruit is
round in shape, inside which
there is a Rudraksha in the
form of kernel. Officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan
were present on the occasion
of plantation.

CM  plants
coconut sapling
Bhopal:  Chief Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan plant-
ed a coconut sapling in the
residence premises on
Sunday. Coconut is consid-
ered auspicious and propi-
tious in Indian culture.
Coconut is also called shrifal.
Coconut tree is known as
'Kalpavriksha'. Coconut and
coconut oil are considered
very useful in terms of health.



Rachael Leigh
Cook recalls
bond with
Paul
Walker

Los Angeles | Agencies

Actress Rachael Leigh
Cook, who worked
with late actor Paul

Walker in the 1999 movie
'She's All That', said that
his death in a 2013 car
crash, left her bereft.

"I remember how hard it
hit me when I heard about
Paul's passing because you
always think that there's going to
be... this is the corniest thing I've ever
said... but you always think that there's
going to be time to reminisce with peo-
ple, the way I'm doing with you
now...or the way I got to do with
(Matthew Lillard)...about a time that
was," she told Vanity Fair.

The 41-year-old actress played out-
sider Laney Boggs in the movie, while
Walker portrayed Dean Sampson,
who challenged Freddie Prinze Jr's
character Zack Siler to transform
Laney into school royalty, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

Walker went on to star in the 'Fast
and Furious' franchise but died from
injuries sustained in a single-vehicle
collision on November 30, 2013.

New York | Agencies

Oscar-winning singer-songwriter
H.E.R is in final negotiations to
make her feature film acting debut
in 'The Color Purple' musical. She
is known for her songs 'Best Part'

and 'Focus'.
H.E.R. will play

'Squeak', who, in
the musical,
goes from a
juke joint
waitress to an
aspiring
singer. Warner
Bros is

behind the feature adaptation of the Tony-win-
ning Broadway musical, itself an adaptation of
the Pulitzer Prize-winning 1982 novel by Alice
Walker, on which the Oscar-nominated Steven
Spielberg-directed 1985 movie was also based. 

The story centers on a woman named Celie
Harris and tracks her lifelong struggles as an
African American woman living in the
American South during the early 1900s.

Blitz Bazawule, the filmmaker behind the
Beyoncé-fronted 'Black Is King', is set to direct
the fresh take on the musical. Marcus Gardley
penned the screenplay, adapted from Marsha
Norman's book and Brenda Russell, Allee
Willis and Stephen Bray's score.

Warner has set a release date of
December 20, 2023,

according to
Billboard.com.
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Bebe Rexha

hollywood

JUSTIN BIEBER BECOMES
SPOTIFY'S MOST 
LISTENED TO ARTIST

Los Angeles | Agencies

Pop singer Justin Bieber has become Spotify's most streamed
artist of all time with an average of more than 83.3 million
monthly listeners.

Bieber has become the most listened to artist according to
TMZ, reports dailymail.co.uk.

The success of his new album "Justice", released in March, and
single with rapper The Kid LAROI, "Stay", which has remained on
Billboard's top spot for six consecutive weeks, helped bump up
his numbers on the platform. Bieber's averages 8.8 million more
listeners than Canadian singer The Weeknd, who came in second
with 74.5 million. "Shape Of You" hitmaker Ed Sheeran came in
third with 72.4 million, while Ariana Grande once broke Spotify's
record with 82 million monthly listeners, but now receives closer
to 59.8 million monthly listeners.

Last year, "Bad Guy" hitmaker Billie Eilish was named Spotify's
'most streamed' female artist of 2020.

H.E.R
likely to

debut in 'The
Color Purple'

movie 
musical

Los Angeles | Agencies

Sharing her "weirdest"
wellness treatment experi-
ence, actress Melissa

McCarthy revealed that her
body felt like it was on "fire"
when she soaked in water
and grapefruit juice.

McCarthy stars with
Nicole Kidman, Michael
Shannon, Luke Evans,
Samara Weaving and more
in the new miniseries 'Nine
Perfect Strangers', which is
based on Australian
author Liane Moriarty's
book of the same name.

It follows a group of
city dwellers who in
search of spiritual heal-
ing check into an

upscale California wellness retreat,
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

McCarthy has recalled the well-
ness treatment that she had which
did not go well.

She said: "I've gone to a spa once
and got into this tub with extract of
grapefruit or something and it was
literally on fire. I'm trying - not very
gracefully - to get out of the bath
with some amount of modesty and
the person just stands there and
goes, 'Oh yes, it stings intensely.'"

"I was like, 'Well, let's wash it off,'
and she goes, 'It's gonna keep burn-
ing for quite a while.' And then I was
done."

Her 'Nine Perfect Strangers' co-
star Kidman has also had a spa
nightmare, which involved a saltwa-
ter tank.

Melissa McCarthy on 'weirdest'
wellness treatment experience

Los
Angeles |
Agencies

Actor Kit Harington, who spent time
in rehab after the popular fantasy
show 'Game of Thrones' concluded,

welcomed a son with wife Rose Leslie in

February and he says he has never
been happier.

"I have a child and my relation-
ship is brilliant... I'm a very, very

happy, content, sober man," Kit, who
plays John Snow in 'Game Of Thrones',
told The Weekend Australian.

However, the 34-year-old actor shared
he is exhausted as he has taken over par-
enting responsibilities while Leslie is film-
ing a new project in New York, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

He said, "Like, honestly, my back is
wrecked. I go to the gym quite a bit, but
there's something about having a child
that is the most physically draining thing.
I don't know how (single parents) do it."

KKiitt
HHaarriinnggttoonn  iiss

''hhaappppyy,,  
ccoonntteenntt,,  ssoobbeerr

mmaann''

Ben Kingsley feels 'Trevor'
is a great survivor

Los Angeles | Agencies

Oscar winning
Hollywood actor Ben
Kingsley will once

again play the character of

Trevor Slattery in Marvel
Studios' 'Shang-Chi and the
Legend of the Ten Rings'.

Kingsley was last seen in
'Iron Man 3' as faux
Mandarin, leader of the Ten
Rings, who is eventually
revealed as the 'actor' Trevor
Slatter. The seasoned actor
says the character has great
ability to tell a story.

Kingsley seems quite confi-
dent that his character's jour-
ney is that of self-discovery.

'Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the Ten Rings' stars Simu

Liu as Shang-Chi, who must
confront the past he thought
he left behind when he is
drawn into the web of the
mysterious Ten Rings organi-
sation.

Directed by Destin Daniel
Cretton and produced by
Kevin Feige and Jonathan
Schwartz, the movie also stars
Awkwafina, Meng'er Zhang,
Fala Chen and others.

The film is all set to hit
Indian theatres on September
3 in English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu and Kannada.
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Tokyo | Agencies

There was no fairy-tale ending
as Bhavina Patel's sensational
run in the Tokyo 2020
Paralympic Games ended with
a silver medal as she lost to

world No. 1 Zhou Ying of China in
straight games in the final of the
women's table tennis Class 4 on Sunday.

Bhavina thus made history for India
on National Sports Day by becoming the
first table tennis player from the country
to win a medal in the Paralympic
Games.

The silver she won is India's first
medal at Tokyo 2020 and 13th overall --
4 gold, 5 silver, and 4 bronze.

Bhavina, ranked 12th in the world,
had made an incredible run to the final
by beating the gold and silver medallist
of the 2016 Rio Paralympics. On Sunday,
she found Zhou, winner at Beijing 2008
and London 2012, too strong to handle

and lost 3-0 (7-11, 5-11, 6-11) in a 19-
minute encounter in women's singles
Class 4.The 34-year-old Bhavina, who
lost to the best player in the world and
one who is far more experienced and
superior to her, became the first Indian
table tennis player to win a medal at the
Paralympics.

She also became only the second
Indian female athlete to win a medal in
the Paralympics after Deepa Malik, who
bagged silver in shot put F43 in 2016.

Bhavina, in her maiden Paralympic
Games, had lost to Zhou in her opening
preliminary round Group A match too.

PARALYMPIC TT:

BHAVINA'S MAGICAL RUN ENDS WITH SILVER,
FIRST MEDAL FOR INDIA AT TOKYO

Vinod Kumar won India's third medal on National Sports
Day, claiming a bronze in discus throw F52 event at the

Tokyo Paralympic Games on Sunday, hurling the disc to
19.91 metres for an Asian record.The 42-year-old Vinod, who
took up para-athletics in his 30s, cleared 19.91 in the seat-
ed/standing discus throw event on his fifth effort. He fin-
ished third behind Poland's gold medallist Piotr Kosewicz
(20.02m) and Croatia's Velimir Sandor (19.98).At one stage, the 42-year-old from
Rohtak in Haryana was placed second before Sandor cleared 19.98 in his fifth
throw to take the silver medal.Vinod, ranked sixth in the world, had started with
19.09 metres in his first throw before he managed to clear 19.81 in his second
chance, clearly establishing his intent to fight for the medal.

India's Nishad Kumar won a silver medal in men's high
jump T47 at the Tokyo Paralympic Games on Sunday,

clearing the bar at 2.06 and equalling the Asian record in the
process.Nishad finished second behind Roderick Townsend
of the United States, who set a world record by clearing 2
metres and 15 centimetres.

The 21-year-old Nishad who hails from Una in Himachal
Pradesh started with 1.89 metres which he cleared easily. He
cleared 1.94 in his second effort and 1.98 in his third
jump.His best effort of 2.06 came in his fifth jump and
though he went for 2.09 in his final chance, he could not
clear it and had to settle for second place.

India's Mixed Team of Jyoti Baliyan
and Rakesh Kumar lost to Turkey's

Cure Oznur and Bulent Korkmaz in
the quarterfinals of the compound
open section at the Tokyo Paralympic
Games here on Sunday.

Jyoti and Rakesh, who had reached
the last-eight stage after beating

Thailand's Mixed Team, went down
151-153 at the Yumenoshima Final
Field.

The Indians went behind by three
points in the first round itself (34-37)
when Jyoti shot a six on the first arrow.
They won the second end 39-38, hit-
ting two 10s, one inner 10, and a nine,

while Turkey managed 9, 10, 10, 9 and
reduced the margin by one point.

The two teams scored identical 39s
in the third end and though India shot
another 39 in the final four arrows, the
Turkish pair too came up with 39 and
thus the Indian pair fell short by two
points.

VINOD KUMAR CLAIMS BRONZE IN DISCUS F52 NISHAD WINS SILVER IN HIGH JUMP 

INDIA OUT OF
MIXED TEAM
COMPOUND
ARCHERY

Delhi Capitals begin training
after completing quarantine

Dubai | Agencies

IPL 2020 runners-up
Delhi Capitals began
their first training ses-

sion after completing the
mandatory six-day quar-
antine in Dubai. The
Indian players, support
staff and management had
reached Dubai from New
Delhi on August 21.

The franchise took to social media to share
pictures of the players training at the ICC
Academy in Dubai on Saturday evening after
the quarantine period was over. They also
posted a video of Shreyas Iyer coming down
the pitch and hitting a six. 

Other members like Amit Mishra, Lalit
Yadav, Lukman Meriwala, Ripal Patel, Vishnu
Vinod, Pravin Dubey and Siddharth
Manimaran were seen practicing as well.

Iyer, who had missed the first leg of IPL
2021 due to a shoulder injury, was already in
Dubai to prepare for the second leg of the
tournament scheduled to begin from

September 19 in UAE. Iyer had
been practicing with assistant
coach Pravin Amre for two
weeks before the team arrived
in Dubai.

During the first ODI against
England in March, Iyer had
sustained a shoulder injury
which needed surgery and
missed the remainder of the
series and first half of IPL 2021
in India. In his absence,

Rishabh Pant led the team till the second
wave of COVID-19 halted the tournament.

Delhi are currently the table toppers with
six wins and two losses from eight matches.
Mumbai Indians and Chennai Super Kings
were the first to reach UAE and began training
sessions ahead of the tournament.

The second leg of the IPL 2021 will begin
with Mumbai Indians taking on Chennai
Super Kings at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium on September 19. Delhi will
resume their campaign against Sunrisers
Hyderabad at the same venue on September
22.

IPL 2021: Asian Junior Boxing: Rohit, Bharat

bag gold; silver for Gaurav
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Indian boxers Rohit
Chamoli and Bharat Joon
on Sunday clinched gold

medals at the 2021 ASBC
Asian Youth & Junior
Championships in Dubai
after winning their respective
final bouts. Whereas, Gaurav
Saini had to settle with silver.

According to information
received here, Rohit defeated
Mongolia's Otgonbayar
Tuvshinzaya to hand the
country its first gold medal at
the ongoing championships.
Playing in the junior bo's'
48kg final, the boxer from
Chandigarh continued his
impressive form in the presti-
gious continental event and
showed good tactical bril-
liance.

After making a cautious
start, Rohit's timely and pre-
cise punches gave him an
edge over his Mongolian
opponent in a close-fought
match as the Indian man-
aged to secure a 3-2 win as

well as the gold medal.
Bharat (+81kg) then added

one more gold to India's tally
as the lanky boy from
Haryana outclassed
Kaza'hstan's Yerdos
Sharipbek and secured a win
by unanimous decision.
Meanwhile, Gaurav Saini suf-
fered a 5-0 defeat against his
Uzbek opponent Boltaev
Shavkatjon (UZB) in the 70kg
final and ended with a silver
medal.The India boys fin-
ished their campaign in the
junior category with two
gold, one silver, and three

bronze medals. Earlier,
Ashish (54kg), Anshul (57kg),
and Ankush (66kg) claimed
bronze after losing in the
semi-finals.

India have won six bronze
medals in the junior event
with Devika Ghorpade
(50kg), Aarzoo (54kg), and
Supriya Rawat (66kg) finish-
ing i' the girls' semi-finals.

The gold medallists in the
junior category will be
awarded USD 4,000 while
USD 2,000 and 1,000 will be
given to the silver and bronze
medal winners respectively.

SPECIAL POSTAL COVER
RELEASED ON SINDHU

Hyderabad|Agencies

Aspecial postal cover on star shuttler P.V. Sindu was
released on the occasion of National Sports Day on
Sunday. The Department of Posts has come out with

the special
cover to
motivate the
young gener-
ation and
also to com-
memorate
the success
of Indian
sportsper-
sons at the
Tokyo Olympics 2020. Sindhu, who bagged a bronze medal at
Tokyo Olympics, is the first individual woman athlete from
India to win two consecutive medals at the Olympics.

The 26-year-old, who won a silver medal in Rio Olympics,
is also the first Indian to become the Badminton World
Champion. She has also been honoured with Arjuna Award,
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award, Padma Shri, and the
Padma Bhushan. National Sports Day is celebrated on August
29, on the birth anniversary of legendary hockey player Major
Dhyan Chand. He is regarded as one of the greatest in the
history of the sport. He earned three Olympic gold medals, in
1928, 1932 and 1936, during an era where India dominated
field hockey. His influence extended beyond these victories,
as India won the field hockey event in seven out of eight
Olympics from 1928 to 1964.

CCoonnffiiddeenntt  ooff  aa  
ffrruuiittffuull  oouuttiinngg  iinn
AAuussttrraalliiaa::  MMiitthhaallii  RRaajj
Bengaluru: Indian women's
cricket team skipper Mithali
Raj believes her side's tour of
England in June this year and
further preparations at home
bode well for a fruitful outing
in Australia and the 2022
World Cup in New Zealand.

Playing in their first-ever
day-night Test match, the
Indian side will also take on Australia in three ODIs and
three T20Is.

While Mithali admitted on Sunday that there will be a
number of firsts on the tour of Australia, the skipper praised
the flexibility of her playing group, and believes her team will
adapt to conditions."We know we are playing against the
best side in the world. But we are confident in the sort of
preparation we managed to have here in India," said Mithali.

A win in the one-off Test against Australia will secure four
points in the series, with wins in the ODIs and T20Is worth
two each."It (series) is going to be big because most of the
questions are revolving around the pink ball, then the one
day cricket and the T20 cricket. We don't go in with a set
mindset, it's all about how we apply ourselves according to
the situation present at that moment.

"The Test match in Australia will be slightly different
because we are playing with a pink ball and under lights.
That's a very different experience for all of us."

India women's team coach Ramesh Powar emphasised
the importance of India's overall goals -- to win the series
and make strides towards the Women's World Cup in New
Zealand in March next year.

"We are going to play three ODIs first and the World Cup
going forward is a very important tournament for us, and we
are focusing right now on the World Cup preparation. At the
end of it, it is a game of bat and ball, so we don't want to put
pressure on the team, where we have to prepare differently
for every format, we back our players in that particular for-
mat, they're good enough to react to the situation."

'Hockey teams' performance at
Olympics is tribute to Dhyan Chand'

Bhubaneswar | Agencies

Extending warm wishes to all on the
occasion of National Sports Day,
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik

said the performance of the Indian hockey
teams at the Olympics, is a true tribute to
the legendary hockey player Major Dhyan
Chand.In a video message, Patnaik said,
"This time we celebrate this day with all
happiness, glory and splendour. The per-
formance of the Indian hockey teams at the
Olympics is a true tribute to the legendary
hockey player Major Dhyan Chand."

On this day, the State government has
given Biju Patnaik Awards for sports and
bravery."Hockey has a special place for
sports in Odisha. I am happy that the life-
time achievement award has been given to

Kalu Charan Chaudhry, hockey coach and
the outstanding performance award has
been given to Amit Rohidas.
Congratulations to both of you. It is a tribute
to Odisha's players and coaches, who have
contributed to Hockey's development in the

State," Patnaik said.
Over the past few weeks, Odisha's model

of sports is being hailed all over the country.
The entire country loves Odisha for support-
ing the national hockey teams who have
gone on to script history at the Tokyo
Olympics, he said."Our model of partner-
ship and high-performance centres has
drawn national attention. It is an endorse-
ment of our vision, investment and efforts in
sports," the CM said.This is an opportunity
for all to work together with a heightened
commitment to take sports to greater
heights. He was sure that many more coach-
es and players will be inspired to bring glory
to the State and country.Indian hockey
defender from Odisha, Amit Rohidas, who
earned his 100 caps at the Tokyo Olympics,
was conferred with the Biju Patnaik Sports

Award for outstanding performance in
sports and games. Odisha sports minister
Tusharkanti Behera has given the award
which carries a citation and a cash award of
Rs 2 lakh here on Sunday.Hockey coach of
Odisha, Kalu Charan Choudhury has
received the Biju Patnaik Sports Award for
lifetime achievement in the promotion of
sports and games. He received a citation
and cash award of Rs 3 lakh.

Similarly, Biju Patnaik Sports Award for
excellence in coaching went to the
Badminton coach for para players, Shiba
Prasad Das. He received a cash award of Rs
1 lakh and a citation.Trailokyanath Parida,
police ASI, Cuttack received this year's Biju
Patnaik Bravery Award. He received a cash
award of Rs 1 lakh, a silver medal and cita-
tion.

SPORTS MINISTER LAUNCHES FIT INDIA MOBILE APP ON NATIONAL SPORTS DAY
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Union Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur on Sunday launched
the Fit India Mobile

Application at Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium, here on National
Sports Day. Minister of State,
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
Nisith Pramanik was also present on
the occasion. The two ministers also
virtually interacted with Indian
hockey team captain Manpreet

Singh.Congratulating everyone on
the second anniversary of Fit India
Movement as well as on National
Sports Day, Thakur said, "The Fit
India Mobile App brings ease of
checking one's fitness levels right
into the palm of every Indian. It has
some unique features like 'fitness
score', animated videos, activity
trackers and 'my plan' catering to
(an) individual's specific needs."

He added that, "Last year Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had

launched age-appropriate fitness
protocols. These protocols are certi-
fied by WHO (World Health
Organisation) and have been made
keeping in mind international stan-
dards. Mr Narendra Modi has also
given a fitness mantra for the people
of the country - Fitness Ki Dose,
Aadha Ghanta Roz."Thakur also said
that it is essential to ensure fitness of
our youth if we want them to con-
tribute meaningfully to nation build-
ing. He urged everyone to popu-

larise the app through social media.
Pramanik said that the contribution
of countrymen in making the Fit
India Movement a Jan Andolan is
incredible.Meanwhile, Manpreet
Singh, the Indian hockey team cap-
tain, appreciated the easy-to-use
features of the app and its utility to
monitor health parameters. The Fit
India Movement was launched on
August 29, 2019 by Prime Minister
Modi with the vision of making
India a fit and healthy nation.



SUNNY LEONE FORESEES GOOD
YEAR WITH 'SHERO', 'ANAMIKA'

Gurugram|Agencies

International porn star-turned-Bollywood actress Sunny
Leone sounded all excited on Saturday night about her
next film, SreejithVijayan's Tamil psychological thriller

'Shero', and the MX Player web series by Vikram Bhatt,
'Anamika'.Fielding questions by journalists at a per-

fume launch, Leone said 'Anamika' "wrapped just
yesterday". Looking back at the 10-part web

series, she said: "I am very excited it has finally
been completed. It's gonna be a good year. I

call it a 'working year'. which is perfect
because we were all locked down. I think
you'll enjoy what I did."'Shero', which has

also been written by Vijayan, who has previ-
ously directed films such as

'KuttanadanMarpappa' and 'Margam Kali', will
be released in Tamil, Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam

and Kannada.
Leone had earlier posted on Instagram that she

had wrapped up 'Shero'. The film's poster shows her in
a rage with a menacing bruised look. The action-packed

web series 'Anamika' has Leone playing an assassin who is
targeted by another assassin. Vikram Bhatt, the director of the

series and a member of the famous Bhatt family, has previously been
known for his films 'Ghulam' and 'Raaz'.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Popular south Indian star
RashmikaMandana is making her
debut in Bollywood with 'Mission

Majnu' that also stars Siddharth Malhotra
and producer Amar Butala has praised
the actress.Amar said, "Rashmika has
made 'Mission Majnu' an incredible
journey. With her extraordinary vibe,
she's made this film even more special.
Her fans are so thrilled about her Hindi
debut that it felt great to work around
that energy."Rashmika will be seen
essaying a pivotal role in an espionage
thriller that chronicles the journey of a
RAW agent who heads India's covert
operation on Pakistani soil. The actress
will be sharing the screen with actor
Sidharth Malhotra and their prospec-
tive chemistry has heightened the
build-up of the film.

Produced by Ronnie Screwvala,
Amar Butala and Garima Mehta, writ-
ten by Parveez Shaikh, AseemArrora
and SumitBatheja, and directed by
Shantanu Baagchi, 'Mission Majnu',
also stars Sharib Hashmi and Kumud
Mishra.Rashmika has predominantly
worked in the Telugu and Kannada
film industry and appeared in cele-
brated films like 'Kirik Party', 'Anjani
Putra', 'GeethaGovindam', 'Dear
Comrade'.She soon will appear in
the FahadhFaasil, Allu Arjun
Telugu-starrer 'Pushpa'.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a strange turn of events, it's been
revealed that Vicky Kaushal'snext
'The Immortal Ashwatthama' is on
hold. which was going to be
helmed by Aditya Dhar and pro-

duced by Ronnie Screwvala's RSVP
Films and has been hanging by a thread

for quite a while, has now been put on
hold.According to the sources, "The film
has been put on hold indefinitely due to
budget issues between the film's pro-
duction house and the filmmaker's cre-
ative needs for mounting the film, which
is billed as a superhero action film set in
modern times."

"It was earlier planned as a trilogy.

The three-part modern-day superhero
film, which has its roots in the
Mahabharata, would see Vicky Kaushal
in a mythological avatar." 

The Immortal Ashwatthama would be
the second collaboration between
Ronnie Screwvala's RSVP, Aditya Dhar
and Vicky Kaushal after Uri: The
Surgical Strike.
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VICKYKAUSHAL'S 'THE IMMORTAL
ASHWATTHAMA' ON HOLD

Rashmika
wraps

shoot of
'Mission

Majnu'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Bhumi Pednekar, who is all set to share screen
space with Akshay Kumar once again after 'Toilet:
EkPrem Katha' in the upcoming film 'RakshaBandhan',

says her friendship with the National Award-winning star has
become thicker and that he has been a huge part of her
career. In a chat with our correspondent, Bhumi talked about
how her bond with Akshay has evolved since 2017.

She said, "I think my friendship has only become thicker
with him. He is someone I hold in a very high regard. He's
been a huge part of my career and we've done some very
successful things together. He is somebody who I learnt a
lot from and only have love and respect for him."

Bhumi remained tight-lipped about 'RakshaBandhan',
which is directed by Aanand L. Rai.

AArriijjiitt  SSiinngghh  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm
lliivvee  iinn  AAbbuu  DDhhaabbii

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Singing sensation Arijit
Singh is all set to hit the
stage for the first time

ever since the Covid-19
pandemic began. Arijit
will be performing live
at the state-of-the-art
Etihad Arena, in Abu
Dhabi on November
19.Talking about the
event, Arijit Singh
shared: "Since the
unfortunate coron-
avirus outbreak, this
would be my first
onstage performance. I
am humbled to be a part
of the concert and to be
able to continue entertain-
ing my fans."This will be
Arijit's first concert after five
years in Yas Island, Abu Dhabi,
organised by the Department of
Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi and
Portfolio Managing Events, a global event
company."During this troubled time, I could-
n't think of a better way in an attempt to keep
the spirits high and heal through music. I
always had an experience performing for the
warm crowd of UAE. I am quite excited to
perform there after five years," Arijit further
said. The tickets for the concert will be avail-
able for sale from August 30 onwards. The
capacity of the hall will be reduced to half of
its actual space, for the purpose of maintain-
ing social distancing.

Bhumi :
Akshay has
been a huge
part of my
career

RAM CHARAN, SON CHIRANJEEVI
HOSTED FELICITATION EVENT FOR
OLYMPIC MEDALIST SINDHU 
Team Absolute|Chennai

After PV Sindhu brought pride
to our country by winning
her sec-

ond medal at
the Olympic
Games, Mega
star Ram
Charan and his
son Chiranjeevi
hosted a star
studded event
to felicitate the
badminton champion. The Creme
de la Creme of the industry were in
attendance to celebrate Sindhu
and her achievements. Ram
Charan shared a video that chroni-

cled the event that it was. The
father-son duo can be seen cher-
ishing the Bronze Medal with great
pride and joy along with other

celebrities who
attended the
event.
Chiranjeevi
felicitated her
with a shawl
and put the
medal back on
her neck. He
spoke about

how Sindhu's winnings were no
mean feat and appreciated her for
the same. Sindhu too thanked him
and his family for all the love and
wishes.
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