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Taliban says, the war is over and urged women to join its government

AMNESTY TO EVERYONE
After taking women broadcasters off the air for a number of days, a female television anchor on the private broadcaster Tolo interviewed a Taliban official on camera
Tuesday in a studio.
KABUL | Agencies

suspended on Monday morning after thousands of Afghans flocked to the airport to flee
Kabul.

T

wo days after the Taliban captured
Kabul, the insurgent group on Tuesday
urged the Afghan government employees to return to work in an effort to bring back
normalcy in the capital city.
Declaring a general amnesty, the Taliban
urged all to restart their normal lives with confidence, reports Xinhua news agency. It also
urged women to join its government.
Enamullah Samangani, a member of the
Taliban's cultural commission, said: "The
Islamic Emirate doesn't want women to be
victims. They should be in government structure according to Shariah law."
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
tweeted that the situation in Kabul was completely under control and law and order
returned to the city. Mujahid reiterated that
life and properties of people were safe as there
are reports that the Taliban has arrested about
200 people involved in looting of government
properties and vehicles. The Taliban leadership has ordered its members and "once again
instructs them that no one is allowed to enter
anyone's house without permission. Life,
property and honor of none shall be harmed
but must be protected," Mujahid said.
Meanwhile, the Taliban fighters have been
ordered to maintain discipline and not enter
any diplomatic buildings or interfere with

China first nation to hope
Taliban will respect peace

embassy vehicles.However, the international
community remains sceptical about these

India Welcome to Finish
Projects
Talking about the terrorist organisation's views regarding India, Shaheen said
in Urdu, "We have said that we will not
allow any country or any group to use the
soil of Afghanistan against anyone. This is
clear. Secondly, [India] has made projects,
many reconstruction and infrastructure
projects, and if they want, they can complete the incomplete projects because they
are for the people."

Saleh declared himself 'legitimate caretaker President'
Kabul: Afghanistan's First Vice President Amrullah Saleh on
Tuesday announced that he is in the country and is the "legitimate caretaker President". Earlier, there were reports that
Saleh had also fled with Ghani. "Clarity: As per d constitution
of Afg, in absence, escape, resignation or death of the
President the FVP becomes the caretaker President. I am currently inside my country & am the legitimate care taker
President. Am reaching out to all leaders to secure their support & consensus," Saleh said in a tweet. "In my soil. With d
people. For a cause & purpose. With solid belief in righteousness. Opposing Pak bcked oppression & brutal dictatorship is
our legitimacy," Saleh had tweeted earlier.
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promises, and the UN secretary-general
expressed particular concern about the future
of women and girls in the country.
When they last ruled Afghanistan, from
1996 to 2001, women were forbidden from
working and had to cover their faces and be
accompanied by a male relative if they wanted to leave their homes. Late on Monday,
flight operations of military transport planes
had resumed from the Kabul airport and
dozens of flights were conducted, according
to residents living nearby. The planes were
evacuating foreigners and some of their
Afghan workers. The flight operations were

PM chairs CCS meet on
situation in Afghanistan
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday chaired a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security against
the backdrop of the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan. The Cabinet Committee on
Security is the apex government body that
deals with the issues of national security.
Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman attended
the meeting, besides senior officials.
While official sources confirmed the
meeting, there was no word on what transpired there.

New Delhi: Several countries led by
the UK have asked the world community
not to bilaterally recognise the Taliban in
Afghanistan, but China has done everything short of saying that it is a friendly
force. China has said the Taliban will
establish an "open and inclusive" Islamic
government in the war-torn country and
will ensure a peaceful transition of
power. Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying went to the
extent of hoping the Taliban would take
full responsibility for the safety of the
Afghan people and foreign embassies
and missions.China's new-found love for
the Taliban stems from the July-end
meeting between Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi and the Taliban's political commissioner Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar in China.However, China's
interests are much more materialistic
than political. At best it may want
Afghanistan to stop resisting entry into
the Belt and Road Initiative Project. The
real reasons are economic in nature.

Pakistan takes Taliban on
board over TTP issue
Islamabad: Pakistan's Interior
Minister Sheikh Rasheed said on
Tuesday that the country has taken the
Afghan Taliban on board over the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) issue,
hoping that the Afghan soil will not be
used against Islamabad. "Previously,
Pakistan was supporting the US due to
which the TTP and the Taliban were on
the same page. That is not the case now,"
he noted.

Modi's popularity falls from 66% to
24% in a Year, India Today Poll Finds
The triggering factors for this
were inflation and the Union
government's handling of the
COVID-19 second wave.
The findings of the
poll have been published in the India
Today. The magazine's cover indicates that inflation
and unemployment
are top concerns of
an Indian at this
point. Within only
a span of six
months - from 17%
in January 2021 the number of people who think that
the economy will
"get worse" has
grown to 32%.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he 'Mood of the Nation'
survey done by the
India Today magazine
has found that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who until last
year was the first choice as
next prime minister for 66%
of the country, has seen a slip
to 24%.
The second-most popular
choice for prime minister is
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Adityanath, who 11% have

mentioned as first choice for
the post. At third, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi is first
choice for prime minister for
10%. Both Adityanath and
Gandhi have seen a rise in
popularity - the former from
3% last year and the latter
from 8%. There is also scepticism on not just the government's efforts but even the
date it puts forth as 71% of
people said that there are
more people who have been
affected by COVID-19 than
the official numbers say.
As many as 27% of respondents found that large gatherings were responsible for
the spread of the second
wave. And while 10% blamed
state governments for the
second wave, 13% blame the
Centre alone, and 44% blame
both governments they are
under.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh's statue
vandalised once again in Pakistan
Lahore: The statue of 19th century Sikh
ruler Maharaja Ranjit Singh has been vandalised for the third time in Lahore, Pakistan,
reports said."Shameful this bunch of illiterates are really dangerous for Pakistan's image
in the world," commented Pakistan
Information and Broadcasting Minister Fawad Chaudhry on
Twitter.Member of a radical party, Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) pulled down Ranjit Singh's statue at the Lahore Fort. The
statue had previously been vandalized by TLP workers on at
least two different occasions in the past.The nine-feet statue is
made of cold bronze. It shows the regal Sikh emperor sitting on
a horse, sword in hand, complete in Sikh attire.

Live-in relationship
with married
woman illicit

People must be allowed to raise voice in democracy: SC

living with her partner and
imposing the exemplary cost
of Rs 5,000, a bench of Justice
Satish Kumar Sharma said:
"No law-abiding citizen who
is already married under the
Hindu Marriage Act can seek
the protection of this court
for an illicit relationship,
which is not within the
purview of the social fabric of
this country. The sanctity of
marriage pre-supposes
divorce. If she has any difference with her husband, she
has first to move for getting
separated from her spouse as
per the law applicable to the
community if Hindu law does
not apply to her."

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued a notice to the Centre on
the petitions seeking probe into alleged
use of Pegasus to snoop on civilians. The
top court told the Centre it expected a
comprehensive reply in the matter; however the government filed a 2-page limited affidavit."We expected a comprehensive reply, but you filed a limited affidavit", noted the Chief Justice, listing the
matter for further hearing after 10 days.
The Centre refused to disclose whether
it used Pegasus or not. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, representing the Centre,
said that he cannot give information in
public domain, which software the government used or not, as later those who
are being lawfully intercepted may use it
to their advantage.

JAIPUR | Agencies

A

married woman, who
is in a live-in relationship with another man,
has been denied police protection by the Rajasthan High
Court, which ruled that such
a relationship is illicit and
"not within the purview of
the social fabric of India".
The woman had sought
police protection, contending
some private persons were
not happy with her relationship.Citing the Allahabad
High Court's recent order
dismissing the plea for protection of a married woman

Team Absolute|New Delhi

he Supreme Court on Tuesday observed that people must be
allowed to raise their voice in a democracy, while hearing a PIL
by NGO Common Cause challenging the extension of tenure of
Enforcement Directorate Director Sanjay Kumar Mishra.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, representing the Centre, contended that some of the NGOs should not be allowed to run a parallel government by filing multiple PILs on all issues, and service matters cannot be adjudicated in a public interest litigation.
However, a bench headed by Justice L. Nageswara Rao noted that
people must be allowed to raise their voice in a democracy.
As the Centre said that the ED Director's tenure was extended as
many cases of money laundering were at crucial stage and a change of
guard could impact the probe, the top court observed that it appreciates he did a good work, but "you cannot say that he can continue till
the cases are concluded".It noted that the question here is whether the
tenure of the Director can be extended.Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave, representing the NGO, contended Mishra was retiring in May
2020, and "this exercise was an unreasonable exercise of
power"."Power has to be construed in a reasonable manner and not in
an unreasonable manner," he said, posing the question whether an
"whether a person can be appointed beyond the period of superannuation?"The Centre, however, contended that there was no illegality in

PEGASUS: NOTICE TO CENTRE
ON PILS SEEKING PROBE

T

its decision to modify the tenure of incumbent ED Director from two
years to three years.The hearing in the matter will continue on
Wednesday.

LPG Cylinder gets costlier by Rs 25
Petroleum companies have once again increased the prices of Domestic LPG cylinders. The price of a non-subsidized
cylinder has been increased by Rs 25. In Delhi, a 14.2 kg LPG cylinder has now become Rs 859.5. Whereas before this
it was getting Rs 834.50. Earlier on July 1, the price of the LPG cylinder was increased by Rs 25.50.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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n Mumbai too, the rate of 14.2
kg LPG cylinder is now Rs 859.5,
whereas till now it was Rs
834.50. In Kolkata, the rate of LPG
cylinder has increased from Rs 861
to Rs 886 per cylinder. Whereas for
an LPG cylinder in Chennai, people have to pay Rs 875.50, which
was Rs 850.50.
For an LPG cylinder in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh, you will have to pay
Rs 897.5. And, Rs 866.50 will have
to be paid for LPG in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat.
Generally, state-owned oil companies change the price of gas
cylinders (LPG Price) on the first

day of every month. At the beginning of the year 2021 i.e. in

January, the price of LPG cylinder
in Delhi was Rs 694, which was

increased to Rs 719 per cylinder in
February.

K'TAKA GOVT TO SCREEN
1.5 CR CHILDREN AHEAD
OF THIRD WAVE

Bengaluru: The
Karnataka government is
all set to launch a flagship
programme "Arogya
Nandana" under which 1.5
crore children will be
screened ahead of the
third Covid wave, Minister
for Health Dr K. Sudhakar
announced in Bengaluru
on Tuesday.
Experts have expressed
fears of a possible third
wave of Covid-19 affecting
children. Keeping in view
of the projections, the
state government is
launching a new programme called "Arogya
Nandana". The flagship
programme is an attempt
to reach out to all 1.5 crore
children of the state.
"Under this scheme, all
children will be undergoing health screening.

Fresh firing at Assam-Mizoram
border escalates tension
T
Team Absolute|New Delhi

hree weeks after a
violent clash
between police
forces of Assam and
Mizoram, an incident of
firing on Tuesday escalated tension on the disputed
inter-state border again.
While Mizoram alleged
that personnel of the
Assam police fired on its
civilians injuring one, the
neighbouring state
claimed that the men in
uniform only returned the
fire after miscreants from
the other side of the border sprayed bullets on
them.Mizoram's Kolasib
district Deputy
Commissioner H
Lalthlangliana told media

that Tuesday's incident
occurred at around 2 am at
the disputed Aitlang area
bordering Assam's
Hailakandi district when
three residents of
Vairengte town went there
to collect meat from a
friend, a resident of
Bilaipur in Assam, who
invited them to come.
One person was injured
in the firing by Assam
Police personnel who were
guarding the inter-state
border, he claimed.
Hailakandi
Superintendent of Police
Gaurav Upadhyay said that
an exchange of firing took
place but declined to share
details. "No casualty has
been reported on both
sides," he said.
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Capable of facing any challenge at
J&K international border: BSF DG
Amresh Srivastava | New Delhi

A

mid looming terror threats
across Jammu and
Kashmir with the Taliban
taking control of
Afghanistan in the northwest, Border Security Force (BSF)
Director General S.S. Deswal on
Tuesday said that the frontier troops
are capable of handling any challenge
at the international border in Jammu
and Kashmir.
Talking to correspondent, Deswal
said that the Force has all capabilities
required through training and all
equipment to prevent any eventuality
and there was no need to 'fear'.
The BSF officials have said that it
has strengthened its security mechanism along the IB and troops are on
high alert across the western and
northern border.
"The 'Operation Alert' has been
launched across the border adjoining
Pakistan and troops are at "maximum
vigilant stance" since August 15,
2021," the officials said.

Security agencies have sounded
alert following the Taliban resurgence
across Afghanistan that saw a forced
regime change as the Ashraf Ghani
government was toppled, with Ghani
fleeing the country and the Taliban
taking charge.
Stating that Pakistan may try to get
its ultras infiltrated in J&K to disturb

the prevailing peace and development process, the BSF chief said it is
on its maximum vigil.
West Asia expert and senior journalist Qamar Agha also apprehends
the recent development in
Afghanistan will have adverse impact
and will further increase militancy
threat in J&K in coming days.

"This will have an impact not only
in Jammu and Kashmir, but will have
a pan India impact and Pakistan will
use these Taliban in Jammu and
Kashmir and they will send militants
to other cities also. They have done it
earlier as well when they attacked
many parts of India including the
26/11 Mumbai attack," he said.
He also said that the local Afghans
like India and they expect a big role
from India and have a big support in
the country, adding that now
Pakistan will create problems for any
efforts by India.
"Pakistan has already said that
India has played an oversized role in
Afghanistan."
"India, with the neighbouring
countries of Afghanistan, such as
Iran, Tajikistan, and other central Asia
countries will be formulating a strategy to look into the threats arising out
of the new development in
Afghanistan as they will be equally
suffering in terms of terror and large
influx of refugees from there," Agha
concluded.

FB asks Rahul Gandhi to
remove post, identifying
rape victim's family
Team Absolute|New
Delhi

F

acebook issued a
notice to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
on Tuesday, in a complaint
regarding a video posted
on Instagram where the
identity of the parents of a
minor victim had been
disclosed.
The notice accessed by
ANI reads, "According to
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR)'s August 10, 2021
notice post you (Rahul
Gandhi) uploaded through
your Instagram account. It
is unlawful under section
74 of Juvenile Justice Act
2015, section 23 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and section
288A of the Indian penal
code (IPC) in accordance
with NCPCR as notice you
are requested to remove
this post expeditiously."
Facebook has sought
exemption from appearing

in person which NCPCR
has granted, but the apex
child rights body will issue
an order on this.
Before this, the apex
child rights body wrote to

Twitter asking it to take
action against Rahul
Gandhi for posting it on
social media platforms.
Instagram is owned by
Facebook.

BJP leader shot dead by Sitharaman's statement on servicing
terrorists in Kashmir oil bonds 'astonishing': Chidambaram
Team Absolute|Srinagar

thing".
Meanwhile, additional
police parties have reached
the spot and an operation
has been started to nab the
attackers.
There has been a series of
attacks on BJP leaders in
Kashmir.
On Thursday night, terrorists hurled a grenade at the
residence of BJP leader Jasbir
Singh in Rajouri district in
which a child was killed and
several others were injured.
On August 9, terrorists shot
dead BJP's Kisan Morcha district President Ghulam
Rasool Dar and his wife in
Anantnag district.

A

BJP leader was shot
dead by suspected terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kulgam district on
Tuesday, police said.
Javid Ahmad Dar was the
BJP's constituency president
of Homeshalibugh constituency.
BJP J&K spokesman Altaf
Thakur has termed killing of
Dar as barbaric and has
urged police to nab attackers
and punish them sternly.
In a statement, Thakur said
that militants are feeling frustrated and targeting innocents, but "killing unarmed
people won't lead to any-

Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

day after Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman ruled out
any cut in excise duty on fuel,
as of now, since the previous UPA
government had reduced fuel prices
by issuing oil bonds of Rs 1.44 lakh
crore, senior Congress leader and
former Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram hit out, terming her
statement "astonishing" and "incredible ignorance".
In a series of tweets,
Chidambaram said: "The Finance
Minister's statement that servicing
oil bonds stands in the way of giving
relief on petrol and diesel prices is
astonishing. At best the statement is
incredible ignorance; at the worst it
is motivated malignity."

He said that if the UPA government wanted to subsidise fuel prices,
it had the choice of finding the
money by borrowing directly or asking the oil companies to borrow.
"In either case, servicing the loan
(interest) would be the responsibility

of the Central government," he said.
"Every analyst and every lender
knew that oil companies borrowed
as a surrogate of the central government and mentally added the borrowing to the fiscal deficit."
In another tweet, Chidambaram
said: "Having profited several times
over through exorbitant taxes and
cesses on fuel, the NDA has no right
to comment on the fuel subsidy. The
people know that UPA gave them
relief and the NDA is crushing them
through oppressive taxes and cesses."
His remarks came a day after
Sitharaman said on Monday that
that the Narendra Modi government
is paying for reduction in prices of
petroleum products during the time
of Manmohan Singh government,

due to the interest and principal having to be repaid on oil bonds from
that period.
Sitharaman said that as of 31
March, 2021, there was Rs 1.31 lakh
crore in outstanding principal and
Rs 37,340 crore in interest yet to be
repaid on these oil bonds.
"We should have released a white
paper in 2014 listing out all that we
inherited from the previous government. Oil bonds were a big part of
that. The previous govt had reduced
to prices but that burden had to be
taken by the Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) through these
oil bonds," Sitharaman said at a
media interaction, on being asked
whether the Centre would follow
Tamil Nadu's example and slash
excise duty on fuel.

Justice in 55 days: Rape & murder SC directs man to pay Rs 4 cr
accused in UP gets death sentence in settlement to estranged wife
Bahraich|Agencies

W

ithin 55 days of committing the crime, an
accused has been
handed out a death sentence
for rape and murder of an 18month-old girl. A Bahraich
court announced the verdict
on Monday. The entire proceedings, from the arrest of
Parshuram to his conviction,
took 55 days, which as per
the police is a record.
The trial was over in just
eight working days.
The incident took place on
June 22 when Parshuram, 30,
raped the victim inside a
school where she died.
He was arrested after an
encounter in which he suffered a bullet injury on his

leg. Additional Director
General, Gorakhpur Zone,
Akhil Kumar, said the conviction was ensured in a record
time because of the meticulous evidence collection and
filing of charge sheet by the
Bahraich police.
Superintendent of Police,

Bahraich, Sujata Singh, who
led the investigation, said the
accused was booked under
sections pertaining to rape,
murder and Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act."We
ensured that all the evidence
was collected and the charge

sheet was filed in 28 days.
While the samples were collected fast, the new FSL laboratory in Gorakhpur gave the
DNA report in 37 days to
make the case watertight,"
she said .She further said that
the DNA report showed that
samples of accused matched
with those found on the body
of the toddler after her rape.
The case went on trial
from August 2 in the court of
Additional Sessions Judge
(Rape and POCSO Act I) Nitin
Pandey. The court convicted
Parshuram on August 12 in
just eight working days due to
the coordination of the prosecution. "The judgment in
record time will give a strong
message to offenders in the
society," said the officer.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on Tuesday
directed a man to pay the remaining Rs 4 crore of the agreed settlement to his estranged wife, within six
weeks, saying that he can divorce his
wife but "cannot divorce his children".
A bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud
and M.R. Shah told husband's counsel
that he agreed in the settlement that the
day the decree of divorce is granted, he
will pay his wife the remaining amount.
"Now this financial constraint argument will not hold good," the bench
noted.The couple, who have been staying separately since 2019, have two children and their custody terms have been
agreed by both.Husband's counsel, during the hearing, contended before the
bench that in the mediation proceedings, a settlement for Rs 5 crore to be
paid to her was reached between the

Nearly Two mn terrorist
watchlist records leaked online
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

cyber security researcher has discovered
nearly two million terrorist watchlist
records, including "no-fly" list indicators,
which were left exposed online last month.
The US Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) did not remove them until three weeks
later.Cyber security researcher Bob Diachenko
came across a plethora of records that were
exposed online."On July 19, I discovered a terrorist watchlist containing 1.9 million records online
without a password or any other authentication
required to access it," Diachenko said in a
LinkedIn post on Monday.
The watchlist came from the Terrorist
Screening Center, a multi-agency group administered by the FBI.
"The TSC maintains the country's no-fly list,
which is a subset of the larger watchlist. A typical
record in the list contains full name, citizenship,
gender, date of birth, passport number, no-fly
indicator, and more," he wrote.
The cyber security researcher reported the matter to the Department of Homeland Security,
which acknowledged the incident.

"The DHS did not provide any further official
comment, though," he said.The files were indexed
by multiple search engines in an easily readable
format. The exposed server was taken down
about three weeks later, on August 9.The list was
left accessible on an Elasticsearch cluster that had
no password on it.
The terrorist watchlist is made up of people
who are suspected of terrorism but who have not
necessarily been charged with any crime.
"If it falls in wrong hands, this list could be used

to oppress, harass or persecute people mentioned
on the list and their families. It could cause any
number of personal and professional problems
for innocent people whose names are included in
the list," Diachenko said.
There have been several reports of US authorities recruiting informants in exchange for keeping
their names off the no-fly list. Some past or present informants' identities could have been leaked.
The Terrorist Screening Center (TSC) was set
up by the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
in 2003.The TSC maintains a watchlist of suspected terrorists. The notorious no-fly list is a subset
of the TSC watchlist. The watchlist is supposed to
be classified, with access only granted to "agencies and officials who are authorised to conduct
terrorist screening in the course of their duties".
Prior to 2015, the watchlist was completely
secret. Then the US changed its policy and began
privately informing people in the US who were
added to the list, but people outside the country
still often can't find out whether they're on the nofly list until they try to board a plane.
"Some members of the US Congress have proposed banning sales of firearms to people on the
no-fly list," said the researcher.

parties and he had paid Rs 1 crore then.
However, the man sought more time to
pay outstanding Rs 4 crore to the wife,
and cited the ongoing pandemic, to
claim his gems and jewellery business
has taken a bad hit.Counsel argued that
his client's business is facing insolvency
proceedings and that his client will pay
Rs 1 crore in one month and another Rs
1 crore after three months.The top court
said that all other conditions of the set-

tlement reached between the estranged
couple have to be as per the agreement.
It observed: "You can divorce your wife,
but you cannot divorce your children as
you have given birth to them. You have
to take care of them."
Noting the man paid Rs 1 crore on
the day of the settlement, it directed
him to pay Rs 1 crore by September 1,
2021 and another Rs 3 crore by
September 30, 2021.

INDIA SAFELY EVACUATES
DIPLOMATS, CITIZENS
FROM AFGHANISTAN
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ndia on Tuesday safely
evacuated over 150 citizens,
including diplomats from
Afghanistan amid chaos following Taliban takeover.
Sources said Indian Air
Force's transport aircraft C-17
with 150 passengers has left the
Kabul airport for India.
The aircraft C-17
Globemaster which took off at
7 a.m. this morning, will first
land at Jamnagar airbase, the
source said.The evacuees
include Indian Ambassador to
Afghanistan Ronendra Tandon,
embassy's staff, their family
members and the journalists, who went to
cover the war.On Sunday, the C-17
Globemaster aircraft had evacuated around
180 Indians.Commenting on the prevailing
situation in Afghanistan, the Ministry of
External Affairs Spokesperson Arindam

Bagchi on Monday had said, "The security situation in Kabul has deteriorated significantly
in the last few days. It is changing rapidly even
as we speak."He said that the government has
been closely monitoring all developments in
Afghanistan.
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80% Genome Sequencing Samples Test
Positive For Delta Variant In Maharashtra
Maharashtra is conducting genome sequencing tests of COVID-19 positive patients' samples on a
regular basis to ascertain the extent of spread of mutants of the virus.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

O

ut of the total samples sent for
genome sequencing of
COVID-19 positive patients in
Maharashtra, 80 per cent of samples
have tested positive for Delta variant,
according to the state health department.
Maharashtra is conducting
genome sequencing tests of COVID19 positive patients' samples on a regular basis to ascertain the extent of
spread of mutants of the virus.
According to a state health department, as many as 76 patients have
been found to be positive with Delta
Plus variant, out of which five have
died so far and 71 have recovered. As
of now, no patient infected with Delta
Plus variant is under treatment.
To intensify its efforts to identify
virus mutants, Maharashtra Health
Department has selected five laboratories and five hospitals as sentinel
centres. Every fortnight, each centre
sends 15 samples to the National
Institute of Virology in Pune for
genome sequencing.
Moreover, an agreement has been
signed with a laboratory named
Institute of Genomics and Integrative
Biology, which works under Council

of Scientific And Industrial Research
(CSIR). This laboratory tests 100 samples of each district of Maharashtra to
find if there is any mutant virus present in any of the samples.
On Monday, Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology found 10
more people positive with Delta Plus
variant. From these, six are from
Kolhapur, three from Ratnagiri and
one is from Sindhudurg district.
So far, 13 Delta Plus cases have
been registered in Jalgaon, 15 in
Ratnagiri, 11 in Mumbai, seven in
Kolhapur, six each in Pune and

Thane, three each in Palghar and
Raigad, two each in Gondia,
Sindhudurg and Nanded and one
each in Chandrapur, Akola, Sangli,
Nandurbar, Aurangabad and Beed.
The state government has formed
rapid response teams to detect Delta
Plus patients. They check patients'
travel history and vaccination details.
They also survey for flu-like symptoms in people.
In people aged between 19-45
years, 39 Delta Plus cases have been
recorded, 19 have been reported in
46-60 age group. While nine patients

Star-studded global fundraiser 'We for
India' raises $5m for Covid-19 relief
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he global fundraiser
'We for India', featuring a stellar roster of
celebrities, has raised more
than $5 million for Covid-19
relief. It was made possible
with the support of corporate partners, philanthropic
foundations and generous
donors who came forward
to contribute to the India
COVID Response Fund.
Held on Independence
Day in association with
GiveIndia, The World We
Want and Facebook, the concert featured more than 100
entertainers, influencers and
artistes, who performed and
enthralled global audiences.
Hosted by actor
Rajkummar Rao, the
fundraiser saw leading filmmakers Steven Spielberg,
Rajkumar Hirani, Kabir
Khan, Karan Johar, Imtiaz Ali
and Farhan Akhtar.
Indian film superstars Ajay
Devgn, Hrithik Roshan,
Nagarjuna, Chiranjeevi, R.
Madhavan, Vidya Balan,
Sidharth Malhotra, Kartik
Aaryan, Sonakshi Sinha,
Prosenjit Chatterjee and
Arjun Kapoor made impactful appearances in this
extravaganza.
The viewers were also left
mesmerised by performances from global musical maestro A.R. Rahman, the leg-

endary Annie Lennox, Ed
Sheeran, Sister Sledge ft
Sledgendary, Nancy Ajram,

Nile Rodgers and Shankar
Mahadevan, among other
music stalwarts.
Several interesting interactions featuring stars and film
icons Saif Ali Khan, Mick
Jagger, TV personality Dina
Shihabi, Sara Ali Khan, Farah
Khan, Vikramaditya
Motwane, Ini Dima-Okojie
and Parineeti Chopra also
motivated the donors to contribute to this noble cause.
A dance-off between
Remo D'Souza and
Prabhudeva left everyone
asking for more. Sports legends Mahesh Bhupathi and
Sania Mirza made the concert a heart-warming and
enriching
experience.Shibasish Sarkar,
Group CEO, Reliance
Entertainment, said: "The
honest and sincere effort of
our team and our partners is
the reason behind the great

success of this event. I would
like to extend my gratitude to
all the talent, artistes, philanthropists and everyone who
supported this fundraiser. It
is our humble contribution to
our nation's ongoing battle
against the invisible enemy."
Atul Satija, CEO of
GiveIndia, said: "We are
grateful for all the support we
have received from each and
everyone who donated and
came together to make We
For India such an impactful
journey. Thank you for making it a success and contributing to our India COVID
Response Fund. We all know
that the pandemic and the
suffering it has caused is far
from over. We For India is a
great, timely initiative to
remind us of the need to continue to provide humanitarian aid and strengthen our
health infrastructure."Manish
Chopra, Director and Head
of Partnerships, Facebook
India, said: "The great success of this initiative is the
result of the collective efforts
of so many people, and truly
epitomises the power of
communities. As Facebook,
we are proud to have supported the voice of leading
artistes from all over the
world and partnered Give
India and Reliance
Entertainment in this laudable effort towards Covid
relief."

are below the age of 18 years, another
nine are above the age of 60 years.
Out of the 76 Delta Plus cases, 39
were female and 37 were male.
Meanwhile, the state health department also said out of the total 76, 10
were vaccinated with both doses of
COVID-19 vaccine, 12 had taken only
the first dose, thus, 22 people were
vaccinated with at least one dose of
the vaccine. Out of these 22, two people were vaccinated with Covaxin and
the rest 20 with Covishield.
Symptoms of 37 Delta Plus infected
patients were having very mild to no
symptoms at all.
As per the health bulletin, one
death each was recorded in Mumbai,
Beed and Raigad while two were
reported from Ratnagiri due to the
Delta Plus variant. All patients who
died due to the mutated virus were
above the age of 65 years and had
serious co-morbidities. Two out of
the five had taken both doses of
Covishield while three were not vaccinated at all against COVID-19.
Maharashtra government, in an
official statement, said the virus keeps
changing its genetic structure naturally, so no need to panic about it but
everyone must adhere to all the
COVID related protocols.

Mumbai, Wednesday, August 18, 2021

ED again summons ex-Maha HM
Anil Deshmukh for questioning
In more troubles for
former Maharashtra
Home Minister and
senior Nationalist
Congress Party
(NCP) leader Anil
Deshmukh, the
Enforcement
Directorate (ED)
has once again summoned him for
questioning in connection with the
money laundering
probe into the
alleged misuse of
office and bribery
allegation case.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

n ED official related to
the development said,
"Yes, we have sent summons to Deshmukh for questioning."
This is the fifth summon by
the ED to the NCP leader in
connection with the case.
The fresh summon comes a
day after the Supreme Court
refused to grant interim relief
to Deshmukh, who had
sought protection from any
coercive action in a moneylaundering case.
Deshmukh has been

A

allegedly accused of moneylaundering, and the matter is
being probed by the ED for
the alleged extortion from a
bunch of orchestra bars in
Mumbai. It has been alleged
that Rs 4.7 crore was collected
as "extortion" from the
orchestra bars by now dismissed Mumbai police officer
Sachin Waze allegedly on
Deshmukh's instructions.
Later, this amount was transferred to Deshmukh's
Nagpur-based educational
trust by his son, Hrishikesh.
According to the allegation,
the transaction was routed via
two hawala operators and was
shown as a "donation".The 71year-old NCP leader is the
president of the trust and his

two sons, Salil and
Hrishikesh, are trustees.On
May 11, a case was registered
against the former Minister
and on June 25, the ED raided
Deshmukh's residences in
Nagpur, Mumbai, and three
other places.
In April, the CBI had conducted raids at four premises
of Deshmukh after registering
an FIR against him in connection with the case.
Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh had, in his letter to
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, had
alleged that Deshmukh had
indulged in "malpractices"
and asked Waze to collect Rs
100 crore every month.

Maharashtra to witness widespread
rainfall in next 2-3 days: IMD
According to the district forecast and warning, Mumbai and adjoining
areas of Palghar, Thane and south Konkan districts Raigad and Ratnagiri
are likely to receive very heavy rainfall at isolated places on Wednesday.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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FTER A subdued rainfall this
month, entire Maharashtra is
likely to experience an active
rainfall spell during the next 2-3 days,
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said. According to the forecast, heavy to very heavy rainfall at
isolated places in Marathwada with
widespread rainfall at some places is
expected.
Madhya Maharashtra are likely to
receive rainfall at many places with
isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall
in Ghat areas. The Konkan region is
likely to receive widespread rainfall
with heavy rainfall at isolated places.
According to the district forecast
and warning, Mumbai and adjoining
areas of Palghar, Thane and south
Konkan districts Raigad and Ratnagiri
are likely to receive very heavy rainfall
at isolated places on Wednesday.
Madhya Maharashtra districts are on
orange alert with the forecast of heavy
to very rain at isolated places in the
ghat area.In 24 hours ending at 8:30
am on Tuesday, IMDs Santacruz
observatory recorded 1.8 mm rain
while the Colaba observatory record-

ed 18.4 mm rain. Moderate rain is
likely in the city and suburbs with the
possibility of occasional intense spells
at isolated places on Tuesday.With
over one month for monsoon season
to end, Mumbai on Monday crossed

the seasonal rainfall average. The city
has recorded a total of 2,218mm of
rainfall this monsoon season, since
June 1, exceeding the seasonal average rainfall of 2,205mm. Rainfall in
the city in August has been largely

"Willing To Cooperate In Anil Deshmukh Case
But...": Maharashtra Tells High Court
A

deficient. Mumbai's rainfall deficit for
August so far stands at minus 59 per
cent, with just 134.2mm of rain being
recorded at IMD's observatory in
Santacruz, as opposed to the normal
rainfall of 330mm.

5K Afghan students scared as motherland
melts down in Taliban heat

Team Absolute|Mumbai/Pune

Maharashtra
government
submitted its affidavit in response
to an application
filed by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation
(CBI).
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Maharashtra government on
Tuesday told the Bombay High Court
that it was willing to cooperate with
the CBI in its probe against former state
home minister Anil Deshmukh but the documents sought by the central agency are
"not relevant" to the case.
The state government submitted its affidavit in response to an application filed by
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

alleging the government was not cooperating by refusing to hand over certain documents in connection with a probe against
Anil Deshmukh.
The CBI had last month filed an application stating the government was acting contrary to an order passed by the HC which
allowed the Central agency to inquire into
allegations of corruption in police transfers
and reinstatement of Mumbai Police officer
Sachin Waze, now dismissed.
Former Mumbai police commissioner
Param Bir Singh had alleged that
Deshmukh when he was home minister,
had instructed Waze and other police officers to collect Rs 100 crore per month from
bars in Mumbai.
Anil Deshmukh had denied these allegations. The state government claimed in the
affidavit that the HC had said the CBI didn't
have "unfettered authority" to probe police
transfers that have "no nexus to
Deshmukh".
"Applicant (CBI) is demanding documents and/or information which are not at
all relevant in terms of relevancy to the case
it is probing," the affidavit said.
"The documents and/or material so
demanded by the applicant has no nexus
whatsoever even either with the then
Hon''ble Home Minister (Deshmukh) and
his associates and/or any of the allegations
made against him and resultantly has no
connection and therefore not needed by the

applicant for the purpose of carrying out
investigation," it said.The government said
the CBI was "overstepping its authority,
jurisdiction and power in demanding the
documents and/or information".
The matter came up for hearing on
Tuesday before a division bench of Justices
SS Shinde and NJ Jamadar which posted it
for further hearing on Friday (August 20).
"We will consider the stand of the state
government then. But we are putting the
state to notice...if we feel that our orders are
not being followed...we reserve our comments for now," Justice Shinde said.
The affidavit filed by Kailas Gaikwad,
Joint Secretary, Home Department, added
that the Maharashtra government and its
officials are duty-bound to cooperate in the
investigation being carried out by the CBI
pursuant to the conditional order passed by
the HC.
"The State Government and its officials
are ready and willing to fully cooperate with
the applicant (CBI) in its investigation, provided the investigation is done strictly within the four corners of orders passed by this
Hon'ble Court," the affidavit said.
It added the state government has no
malafide intentions to defy the orders of the
high court.The government said the documents sought by the CBI is part of another
investigation initiated by the police's cyber
cell concerning leakage of confidential
information and data theft.

By demanding documents and/or information that is a subject matter of this
alleged crime, the CBI is interfering with the
investigation that is being carried out legally
by the cyber cell, the affidavit said.
In an application filed last month, the
CBI said it had written a letter to the State
Intelligence Department seeking details of a
communication sent by senior IPS officer
Rashmi Shukla on the issue of corruption in
police transfers and postings, but the SID
refused to provide them claiming it was part
of an ongoing investigation.
The high court on July 22 held that the
CBI can inquire the allegations of corruption in transfers and postings of police personnel and dismissed a petition filed by the
Maharashtra government seeking that some
parts of the Central agency's FIR against
Anil Deshmukh be quashed.
The CBI on April 21 registered an FIR
against Anil Deshmukh on the charges of
corruption and misuse of the official position. The FIR was lodged after the agency
conducted a preliminary enquiry against
the NCP leader following an order from the
HC on April 5.
Anil Deshmukh is also facing a probe by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). On Monday, the Supreme Court
refused interim protection to the 71-yearold NCP politician from any coercive action
by the federal agency.

n estimated 5,000-plus
Afghan students,
including around 1,800
girls, are shaken and deeply
worried over their future in
India as their motherland
has apparently collapsed
under the Taliban fury,
watched with dazed horror
by the world in the past few
days.
Of the estimated 11,000plus Afghan students studying in different colleges and
universities across India, the
largest chunk of around
5,000 are in Maharashtra
alone. "Around 3,000 are in
Pune, some 700 in Mumbai
and the rest scattered in different cities in the state,"
Afghan Students Association
of Pune (ASAP) President
Wali R Rahmani told IANS.
According to the Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) data, less
than 2,500 students are here
on government scholarships,
and they have no cause for
worry.However, Rahmani
said that the rest who are
here through self-finance
modes could be the worst-hit
due to communication
breakdown with their families. "They have practically
lost all contacts with families,

relatives and friends back
home. There's no clarity on
the ground realities barring
the shocking images or news
that they monitor in the electronic media or social networks," said Pune-based
NGO Sarhad President
Sanjay Nahar grimly. Barring
those sponsored through the
ICCR, Rahmani said that the
other students who have
already taken admissions for
the current academic year
(AY-2021-2022) face major
problems as they are unable
to arrange finance from
home in view of the grave situation in Afghanistan.
"Another 500-odd students
had returned to Afghanistan
for vacations or the Covid
pandemic or other reasons
in the past few months. With
the change in the political
situation there, they are
unable to travel to India to
resume their academics.
Plus, the Indian visa of 500
more living here has expired
or on the verge of expiry,"
Rahmani said. Nahar said
that Sarhad has launched allout efforts to help these
stranded students, both here
and in Afghanistan, with the
help of the Indian
Government, Afghan authorities and NGOs in that simmering country.
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madhya pradesh
State
incurs
loss
of
Rs
2k
VYAPAM-LIKE MEDICAL EXAM cr due to heavy rainfall
Mumbai, Wednesday, August 18, 2021

SCAM SURFACES IN STATE

Team Absolute | Bhopal

Almost 14 years after the tentacles of a massive admission and recruitment test-rigging
scandal commonly known as Vyapam scam first surfaced in Madhya Pradesh and transfixed the
nation, the state's top medical university has reported a similar wide-ranging case that is under
investigation.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he Madhya Pradesh
Ayurvigyan Vishwavidyalaya, a
state-run university with
around 300 institutions teaching
medicine, dentistry, Ayurveda,
homeopathy, Unani, yoga, nursing
and paramedical courses under its
ambit, saw vice-chancellor Dr TN
Dubey put in his papers on August
14 amid far-reaching charges of
irregularities in the academy.
Dr Dubey, a noted neurosurgeon
from Bhopal, had assumed office in
January 2020.
The man in question while
speaking to the media, however,
termed this a decision spurred by
"personal reasons as he wasn't able
to see his patients due to official
engagements at the university."
Among other charges, Dubey's
tenure received criticism as he had
appointed an IT firm, 'Mind
Logistics Infratec', against which
Agra Medical University had lodged
an FIR in the past over anomalies.
The firm was tasked with carrying
out exams and preparing results at
the MP university based in Jabalpur.
The firm's operations were suspended after there were allegations

that it fudged exam results as several failed students and even some
who did not take the tests were
shown as passed.
After a government-appointed
panel submitted a negative report
on the Bengaluru-based private
firm recently, the company was
blacklisted by the university on July
5. But the firm approached the High
Court and got the order stayed.
Madhya Pradesh medical education
minister Vishwas Sarang too had
flagged a delay in allocation of
degrees and mark sheets and results
on May 25 on the basis of complaints he received and initiated a
probe into the matter.
The HC had taken up the case for
hearing on Monday and posted the
matter for further hearing on
August 31.Dr Prabhat Budholia, the
university registrar, on Monday told
News18 that all the allegations
involving the exams will be probed
thoroughly by a team of IT experts.
"We will bring things back on track,"
he said. The said anomalies had
taken place during the tenure of
the-then registrar JK Gupta, a controversial officer who was serving
the university on deputation and
that too with dubious educational

credentials. The findings submitted
to the state government on June 8
were not made public though. The
report allegedly claimed that the IT
firm did not create a digital interface
for examinations and exchanged
data on emails, causing delays in
the entire process.However, several
university officers including JK
Gupta were shunted after the report
was submitted to the department of
medical education. Gupta's services
have been returned to his parent
department, Ayush.
Among other things, the private
firm is accused of holding onto the
answer sheets of the students
instead of handing them over to the
university. This had fuelled speculation of tampering in the final exam
results, said sources in the university. The dubious happenings at the
institution were exposed after an
activist had drawn information
under the RTI Act. "The probe committee had found that the private IT
firm minted money helping students clear exams, also getting
marks increased in revaluation, and
also overcharged for official works.
Besides, 11 appointments of the
university were irregular," said RTI
activist Akhilesh Tripathi who

Nation building can be done by
being vocal for local: Governor
Team Absolute|Bhopal
overnor Mangubhai
Patel released a special
cover of Department of
Posts on GI tag products of
Madhya Pradesh at Raj
Bhavan today.
Governor Patel said that we
have to live for the country.
and work for the country.
Even small efforts made with
this spirit can bring big
results. He said that we can
build the nation even while
doing our day to day work.
We can build a strong selfreliant nation by being vocal
for the local, using the local
products of the country. He
congratulated and appreciated the release of special cover
by the Department of Posts
on GI Tag (Geographical
Indication) products of
Madhya Pradesh.
Postmaster General
Madhya Pradesh Circle
Jitendra Gupta told Governor
Patel that the Central

G

Government has given a specific indication of GI tag to
promote the products of traditional Indian industries. It is
given for products that have a
specific geographical feature.
In this series, three products
from Madhya Pradesh,
leather toys from Indore,
Ratlami Sev and black rooster
Kadaknath of Jhabua have got
GI tag. A special cover has
been issued on these by the
Department of Posts. He said
that special covers or postage
stamps are issued by the
department to make any spe-

CM PAYS HOMAGE TO LATE
MADANLAL DHINGRA

Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesday paid tributes to the freedom fighter Late Madanlal
Dhingra on his death anniversary. Chouhan garlanded the
portrait of Late Dhingra at his residence. His wife Sadhna
Singh also paid floral tributes. Freedom fighter Madanlal
Dhingra was born on September 18, 1883 in Punjab
province. He went to England in 1906 for higher education. In London, Dhingra came in contact with eminent
nationalists Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and Shyamji
Krishna Varma. All the patriots there were angry with the
death sentence given to revolutionaries like Khudiram
Bose, Kanhai Lal Dutt, Satinder Pal and Kashi Ram. As a
result, Madanlal Dhingra fired shots at Sir William Hutt
Curzon Wyllie at the annual festival of the Indian National
Association. After hearing the case of Madanlal Dhingra in
July 1909, he was hanged by the British Government on
August 17, 1909.

MUHARRAM HOLIDAY WILL BE
ON AUGUST 20
Bhopal: The General Administration Department has
issued orders declaring Friday August 20, 2021 as a public
and general holiday on account of Muharram. The earlier
declared holiday of August 19, 2021 has been cancelled.
The Chief Minister Chouhan was recently requested by the
Muslim community in this regard that this holiday should
be declared for August 20. Accepting the request, Chief
Minister Chouhan directed to issue necessary orders in
this regard.

cial event, occasion and event
memorable. The special cover
is sent to every corner of the
country for publicity. He gave
brief information about three
special covers.
On this occasion, Senior
Superintendent of Post Office,
Bhopal Sagar Nilesh Shah,
Assistant Director, Business
Development Chandresh Jain,
Assistant Director, Postal Life
Insurance Abhishek Choubey
and Assistant Superintendent
of Post Office, Business
Development Jitendra Solanki
were present.

alleged inaction from the administration despite the probe report
flagging irregularities.
The-then exam controller Tripti
Gupta had written to registrar JK
Gupta, alleging inconsistencies
from the IT firm in April. The company was contracted by the university in 2018. Tripti Gupta, who was
posted at the university eight
months earlier, was repatriated to
her parent department on July 14.
Local officers of the private IT
firm though pointed fingers at a
senior university official who,
according to them, forced them to
compromise the sanctity of the
examinations over vested interests.
They also denied having done anything wrong in the examination
process. The officers, however,
declined to speak on the record,
saying only their Bengaluru headquarters was authorised to speak on
these matters officially.The medical
education minister has said that the
exam anomalies will be probed
thoroughly and no one will be
spared if found guilty of wrongdoing. The university has around 3,500
students enrolled in 30 different
courses.

CM CONGRATULATES
PRACHI YADAV
Bhopal: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also congratulated Prachi Yadav
while interacting virtually. An avid swimmer, Prachi took up the sport of canoeing and mastered it. Due to her determination, Divyangta never hindered her
sports performance. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that
Madhya Pradesh's daughter Prachi
Yadav has become the first Indian
woman to represent India at the
Olympic level in Para-Canoeing. Prachi's
father fulfilled his responsibility and
recognised the talent of the daughter
and gave her the opportunity to play.
Chouhan congratulated Prachi by tweeting on Tuesday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also congratulated
Prachi Yadav while interacting virtually.
An avid swimmer, Prachi took up the
sport of canoeing and mastered it. Due
to her determination, Divyangta never
hindered her sports performance.It is
noteworthy that two talents trained in
Madhya Pradesh are participating in the
Para Olympics being held in Tokyo from
August 24 to September 5. Prachi Yadav
in Canoeing and Sharad Kumar in High
Jump will represent India. Chief Minister
Chouhan had also honoured them in a
programme organised at Minto Hall on
August 12.

H

eavy rain and floods have caused
massive loss of property in Madhya
Pradesh as several villages have been
inundated and nearly Rs 2,000 crore worth
private as well as government property has
been damaged as per an initial inspection
done by the Madhya Pradesh government. A
Central team visited the flood-affected areas
for ground assessment of the damage
caused by heavy flooding in the state.
From July 31 to August 6, there was heavy
rain and floods in nine districts including
eight districts of Gwalior and Chambal divisions such as Gwalior, Guna, Shivpuri,
Datia, Ashok Nagar, Sheopur, Bhind, Morena
and the Vidisha district of Bhopal
division.According to the state government
report, nearly 2,444 villages across nine districts have been badly affected by floods and
excessive rainfall. According to preliminary
estimates, crops have been completely
destroyed on nearly 1,01,699 hectare area.
Nearly 57,527 houses got washed away or
were completely destroyed in the floods.
Apart from this, government property worth
Rs 1735.50 crore was damaged. This
includes government buildings, roads,
power supply infrastructure, forests, bridges,
dams, including many irrigation projects.
The government fair price shops for distribution of ration, including foodgrains worth
more than Rs 2.5 crore were destroyed by
the flood waters. A large quantity of foodgrains kept in the warehouses were also
damaged by the floods. Overall, there has
been a loss of Rs 2,000 crore.9,334 floodaffected victims across nine districts were
rescued and nearly 32,960 people were rescued from their homes inundated with flood
water. As many as 161 relief camps were set
up in which a total of 21,555 people have
been safely evacuated. Six columns of the
Indian Army and six helicopters of the Air

Force were used for the relief and rescue
operations. Apart from this, eight units of
NDRF, 29 SDRF teams, 61 Home Guard
teams, police personnel in all nine floodaffected districts and 478 civil defence volunteers participated in the relief and rescue
operation. At present, a detailed survey of
the infrastructure damage is being done in
the areas affected by excessive rainfall and
floods. Interdepartmental teams have been
constituted to assess the crop damage.
Financial compensation is being paid to the
people for clothes, utensils and partially
damaged houses. At the same time, the
Inter-Ministerial Central Study Team led by
Sunil Kumar Barnwal, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs, is on a visit to the
flood-affected areas of Gwalior and
Chambal divisions to assess the damage.
The study team members include Barnwal
along with Deputy ECO Abhay Kumar;
Madhya Pradesh Agriculture Director, A.K.
Tiwari; Superintending Engineer of Water
Resources Department Manoj Tiwari;
Regional Officer, Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, Jaipur, D.K. Sharma and
Under Secretary, Ministry of Rural
Development. R.K. Shrivastava.
This study team has been divided into two
parts, of which the first team visited DabraChandpur of Gwalior division, Kotra, Sunati,
Andora and Kharonaghat in Datia district.
The second team inspected Shyampur,
Ochhapura, Dhodhar, Manpur and Sheopur
in Sabalgarh.

Develop damaged houses as model
towns: Central Study Team
Team Absolute |Bhopal

T

he central team inspected the
damages in Gwalior, Datia,
Shivpuri, Morena and
Sheopur districts on the last day of
the two-day visit to inspect the
damage caused by excessive rainfall in Chambal division. While discussing with the senior officers, it
suggested to develop the houses
completely destroyed by the floods
as a model town at a suitable place.
After this, the team also inspected
the damage done to the bridge over
Parvati river.
The Central team reached village
Sila and Palaicha of Bhitarwar
tehsil of Gwalior district on
Tuesday. It took stock of the damage caused by excessive rainfall in
both the villages. The team also
inspected the site of damage to the
damaged houses and crops. During
the visit, the central team visited
the damaged houses, government
properties, culverts and farms in
the flood affected villages and discussed with the affected families.

The central team asked to repair
the roads damaged due to excessive rain at the earliest. So that the
transport system will be able to
operate smoothly again. The team
stopped at various places in the
rural area and discussed with the
villagers and inquired about the
damage caused due to excessive
rainfall. The team suggested
speedy relief operations in all the
affected villages. Collector Gwalior
Kaushalendra Vikram Singh
informed in detail about the dam-

State government will provide better employment opportunities to craftsmen: Bhargava
P
Team Absolute|Bhopal
ublic Works, Cottage and Village Industries
Minister Gopal Bhargava has said that better employment opportunities will be
made available to the artisans associated with
cottage and village industries in the state. For
this, the Government of Madhya Pradesh, is
organizing special fairs and expo in coordination with the Ministry of Textiles, Government of
India. Bhargava said this at the launching of
'Special Handloom Expo' 2021 to be organized
in Gauhar Mahal Complex. The expo is being
organized from 16 August to 29 August 2021.
Bhargava said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has appealed to the countrymen to adopt
Khadi in their everyday life. Khadi can become a
powerful medium of employment in urban and
rural areas. With this spirit, work is being done
to select Ek Zila -Ek Utpad for the protection
and promotion for the goal of Atmanirbhar

Madhya Pradesh set by the state government.
He said that there is no dearth of talent in the
state. The need is to refine them by providing
better resources. He said that we all know that
sarees of Chanderi and Maheshwar in Madhya
Pradesh, Zari Zardozi purses and jute products of Bhopal, tiger prints in Dhar district,
wooden toys of Sehore and Sheopur, Gond
paintings of Mandla district etc. have got a different identity due to the local artists.

Bhargava also spoke to the shopkeepers who
came to the expo from other states.On this
occasion, Managing Director of Sant Ravidas
Handicrafts Development Corporation,
Anubha Srivastava informed that
Development Commissioner (Handlooms),
Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, New
Delhi and Government of Madhya Pradesh
and the 'Mrignayani Emporium' of Sant
Ravidas MP Handicrafts and Handloom
Development Corporation, Bhopal is organizing a special handloom expo to provide marketing assistance to the weavers of the country
and the state to help solve the problems being
faced by weavers due to Covid pandemic. Its
main feature is that the country's excellent
quality products will be available to the people
of Bhopal. About 56 stalls have been put up by
weavers from Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Delhi and other states at the expo.

Scindia embarks on three-day 'Jan Ashirwad Yatra'
Team Absolute|Bhopal
nion Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday said he will do his
best to take the country forward in
the civil aviation sector and thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his
induction in the Cabinet before embarking on the 'Jan Ashirwad Yatra'.
Scindia landed at the Devi Ahilyabai
Holkar international airport here to
embark on a three-day "Jan Ashirwad
Yatra" amid chaos as a large number of
BJP workers and leaders turned up there
to welcome the Guna royal. He formally
launched the yatra after performing puja
at the Kshipra river, his yatra incharge
said, adding a motorcade of about 1,000
vehicles is moving with Scindia.
Meanwhile, a video has surfaced on
social media showing several cars
parked at the exit of the airport causing
traffic snarls with a man talking angrily
that a large number of people has gathered to welcome Scindia which is caus-
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ing a lot of trouble to the public.
"I will try my best to take India forward
in the civil aviation sector under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," Scindia, who was inducted in the
Union council of ministers last month,
told reporters. He thanked the Prime
Minister, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP president JP
Nadda.Scindia, who is visiting the
Malwa-Nimar region for the first time
after becoming a Union minister, will
attend various programmes being organised in Dewas and Shajapur on the first

day of the yatra on Tuesday. Madhya
Pradesh Water Resources Minister and
Scindia's supporter Tulsiram Silavat,
besides a large number of the party
workers and leaders, also reached the
airport. Scindia's yatra in-charge and
former Bhopal mayor Alok Sharma said
a total of 151 stages have been set on
Tuesday on the route of the union minister's itinerary. "From the airport, Scindia
reached the Kshipra river, performed
puja and started the Yatra. He will visit
classical vocalist late Kumar Gandharv's
residence and pay tribute besides
attending several programmes and visiting the BJP office. A motorcade of about
1,000 vehicles is moving with Scindia
during this procession," Sharma said.
Another newly-inducted Union minister
from Madhya Pradesh SP Singh Baghel
reached Datia on Monday and performed puja at the famous Hindu shrine
Peetambara Peeth, before embarking on
the Jan Ashirwad Yatra.

age caused in both the villages of
Bhitarwar tehsil of Gwalior district
and the immediate relief given to
the affected. The team led by Sunil
Kumar Varnwal, Joint Secretary,
Government of India, was accompanied by the Commissioner Land
Records Gyaneshwar Patil,
Divisional Commissioner Ashish
Saxena, Collector Kaushalendra
Vikram Singh, CEO District
Panchayat Kishore Kanyal and
other officers were present.

CM CHOUHAN PLANTS
COCONUT SAPLING
Bhopal:
Chief
Minister
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan
planted a
coconut
sapling in the premises of CM house
today. His wife Sadhna Singh was also
with him. Chief Minister Chouhan
plants saplings every day as per his
resolve. Coconut is considered
favourable and auspicious in Indian culture. Coconut is called 'Shriphal' in
Sanskrit and the coconut tree is called
'Kalpavriksha'. Coconut and coconut oil
are considered very useful from the
point of view of health.

MP govt served notice over
manhandling of Dalit family
Team Absolute|New Delhi
aking suo motu cognisance, the National
Commission for
Scheduled Castes on Monday
issued a notice to the Madhya
Pradesh government over an
incident in which a Dalit
sarpanch and his family members were allegedly assaulted
and manhandled by an upper
caste secretary of a gram panchayat. The incident occurred at
Dhamchi village in Chattarpur
district on Sunday over the
hoisting of the national
flag.Taking strong note of the
incident, its Chairman Vijay
Sampla asked the authorities to
submit an action taken report
immediately. As per the information received by the commission on the basis of a viral
video of the incident, sarpanch

T

Hannu Basor was allegedly
kicked and manhandled by
gram panchayat secretary Sunil
Tiwari as the sarpanch had
hoisted the tricolour in his
absence. As the video went
viral, Sampla tweeted and asked
the Chief Secretary of Madhya
Pradesh and the Director
General of Police to submit an
action taken report."The Dalit
sarpanch was attacked for hoisting the national flag during the
prestigious occasion of I-Day,"
Sampla tweeted. Sampla also
cautioned the officers that if
action taken report is not
received, the commission might
exercise the powers of the civil
court conferred on it under
Article 338 of the Constitution of
India and issue a summon for
personal appearance before the
commission in New Delhi.

absolute edit
EDITOR’S SPECS

Why was Ghani
scared?

A

fghanistan President Ashraf Ghani
had a reason to fear that his life was
in danger as Taliban forces closed
in on Kabul. Abdullah Abdullah, head of
the High Council for National
Reconciliation, has posted a video to
Facebook confirming that Ghani has left
the country. Now, people are saying that
Ghani left the people of Afghanistan in
mess and misery and God will hold him
accountable and the country will judge.
People are asked to keep calm and for the
Afghan security forces to cooperate in
ensuring security. Afghan Defence
Minister Bismillah Mohammadi, in a
tweet apparently referring to Ghani and
his associates, lamented that they "Tied
our hands behind our backs and sold the
homeland, damn the rich man and his
gang". VOA reported Ghani, along with
his Vice President and other senior officials, flew out of the country on Sunday,
setting the stage for Taliban insurgents to
regain power in Afghanistan 20 years
after a US-led military invasion ousted
them. There was no comment from
Ghani or his embattled administration in
Kabul. In a record message on Saturday,
Ghani had told the nation he was consulting with both national and international players on the situation which he
called an "imposed war". Vice President
Amrullah Saleh, who is said to have
accompanied Ghani and the others who
left, in a tweet, vowed not to bow to the
Taliban, but he did not respond in the
message to reports of him leaving the
country. On Sunday morning, a Taliban
delegation engaged prominent Afghan
jihadi leaders, politicians and elders in
negotiations that culminated in Ghani
stepping down from office, sources directly aware of the developments told VOA.

Kabul|Agencies

ccording to media
reports, there is a vast
campaign on social
media demanding the
Afghanistan Islamic Emirate

A

to maintain the Afghan flag
while others suggest a joint
flag of both.A number of
women gathered in Kabul
demanding a share in the
upcoming government.
The women asked power
holders not to be forgotten in
the upcoming regime. The
women though did not name
the Taliban directly; this is
apparently a rare move in
Afghanistan where the
Taliban are grappling control
of nearly the entire country,
reports said. In the Afghan
capital, the situation is barely
looking to be coming to normal as the number of Taliban
members carrying weapons
is relatively less. The number
of shops also increased and
now there are more people
on the streets of Kabul compared with the past two days.
Public transportation also
got relatively back on the
streets and there was also

Italian public debt
reaches record high
Rome|Agencies

I

taly's public debt set a
record high of 2.69 trillion
Euros ($3 trillion) in June
this year, an increase of 9.2
billion Euros ($10 billion)
compared to the previous
month, the central bank said.
The Bank of Italy attributed the increase to new government debt, which totalled
9.3 billion Euros, reports
Xinhua news agency.
However, local government debt actually dropped
slightly over the last month,
while the debt-load of public
pension systems remained
unchanged.The Bank of Italy,
the country's largest creditor,
saw its own share of the
country's public debt
increased to 23.0 per cent,
compared to 22.7 per cent in
the previous month. The government tax revenue totalled
32.6 billion Euros in June, a
20 per cent increase compared to the same month in
2020.Italy's public debt, when

DC Pathak
he die is cast in Afghanistan with President Ashraf Ghani
fleeing Kabul as anticipated -- the speech that he delivered
only a day earlier calling upon the Afghan national forces
to stand up to the Taliban, had an air of unreality about it. This
coincided with the US making last minute plans of evacuating
its diplomats and other functionaries from Kabul in the face of
the Taliban's arrival at the airport as well.
President Biden - to his credit - never had any doubt about
the policy of withdrawing American troops from the quagmire
of Kabul -- that he is running into criticism from his predecessor
Donald Trump for abandoning Afghanistan 'in defeat' is one
domestic fall out of that decision. Afghanistan once described as
the 'geographical pivot of history' is reliving the era of the Great
Game but in an entirely new geo-political context.
The democratic world must grasp this new setting marked by
the after effects of the 'war on terror', a deficient US understanding of the new strategy of Pakistan of using Islamic extremism as
an instrument of its foreign policy and the tilt of many in the
leadership of the Muslim world against the Americans in the
backdrop of a rising bipolarity between the US-led West and the
world of Communism led by an ambitious China, on the lines of
a new Cold War.
The Pak-Afghan belt can be ignored by the US as an avoidable headache but sooner than later the latter will have to deal
with the global repercussions of the rise of Islamic radical forces.
For India a heightened threat can be seen in the short term itself
because of the rapid advance of this faith-based militancy and
the explicit or implicit support it was receiving from within the
Muslim world. A few happenings around us deserve a closer
look from our strategic analysts.
One is the speech of Prime Minister Imran Khan at Karachi
on August 10, in which he made an extraordinary but unsurprising remark that Pakistan must develop resorts and destinations
for holiday makers from the Muslim world since it had become
difficult for the latter to go out to European and other Western
countries with their wives and children as tourists.
He clearly charged Europe with having developed an
Islamophobic mind set and causing problems for Muslim
tourists. Significantly he emphasised that Pakistan would provide such visitors an environ that was culturally suitable for
them as it would 'combine tourism with Deen'.
Imran Khan has more than once said things that confirmed
his being a fundamentalist at heart but this was a first in terms
of an open advocacy of faith-based identity of the Muslim world
internationally and an assertion that Islamic values would prevail in all spheres of dealings between the Muslim countries and
the rest of the world.Imran Khan who politically represents
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the home ground of the Taliban, has
found fault with the US role in the 'war on terror' and refused to
criticise Islamic extremism or terrorism perpetrated in the name
of faith.Further, one main reason why this rising threat is going
unnoticed and unchallenged is the US administration's underestimation of the violent potential of the call of Jehad that
Islamic radicals of Taliban, Al Qaeda and ISIS commanding
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some traffic personnel seen
in the city.The Taliban also
share frequent video clips of
arresting thieves in Kabul city
who were impersonating
them and were robbing people and property.
Though the AIE in their
statement said that academic
institutions will remain open
for both boys and girls, the
institutions are still closed in
Kabul. In the public health
sector, the Taliban members
have also met a group of
female doctors in Kabul asking them to continue their
jobs as normal.
The newly shaped council
comprising Hamid Karzai,
Abdullah Abdullah and
Gulbadin Hekmatyar was
supposed to be visiting Doha
on Tuesday but trip has been
put off.he council is currently
the only address from which
the Taliban can get the
power.

substantive following and social hold in the Muslim world, have
raised to confront their 'enemies' - the US-led West being on top
of their list.
Again, the current developments in Afghanistan are a striking
illustration of the collaboration of Pakistan with Islamic radicals.
The American policy makers - particularly those at the
Pentagon - were still living in the Cold War era so far as their
evaluation of Pakistan - the then frontline ally of the US - was
concerned. They seem to be overlooking the mercurial change
that the Army controlled Pak regimes had shown on the vital
issue of becoming a part of the US-led world coalition that had
launched the 'war on terror' following 9/11. Pakistan's role
remained highly ambiguous in the crucial matter of not letting
Taliban -- anchored in their home base in NWFP (renamed as
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) -- run the radical outfit's operations in
Afghanistan. By acknowledging Pakistan's help as a 'mediator'
between US and Taliban for facilitating peace talks at Doha, the
Pentagon made it easy for Pakistan to be on the right side of
both Americans and the Afghan Taliban and pursue its objective of acquiring a hold in Afghanistan for maintaining its
'strategic depth' against India in the region.
It was interesting therefore to find that the US Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin in his telephonic talk with Gen. Qamar
Javed Bajwa - Pak Army Chief - on August 9, discussed the
ongoing situation in Afghanistan, regional security and stability
and more importantly the 'bilateral' defence relationship.
In what seemed to be a bid to humour Pakistan, Austin
promised to continue improving the US-Pakistan relationship
and build upon 'our multiple shared interests in the region'. In
utter disregard of the situation of total flux created by the
advance of Taliban against the Afghan national forces, the Biden
administration gave up on Afghanistan on the plea that 'Afghans
must fight out' the Taliban and desperately looked to the
Pakistan army to 'restrain' the Taliban from going after the
American assets in Kabul - conceding the fact that the latter was
on a grid of faith with the Islamic radicals.Today's Taliban has
imbibed the terrorist methodology of taking to covert offensive
to redouble the impact on the opponent. Islamic radicals pre-

UZBEKISTAN CONTACTS TALIBAN
ON
BORDER SECURITY ISSUES
Tashkent: Uzbekistan has maintained close contacts
with representatives of
the Taliban movement
in Afghanistan on border security issues, the
Foreign Ministry in
Tashkent said in a
statement on Tuesday.
"We support the statements of the intraAfghan forces about
their readiness to form
an inclusive government," the statement said.According
to the Ministry, Uzbekistan is closely following the
development of the situation in Afghanistan and hopes a
comprehensive peace will be achieved in the framework
of the inter-Afghan talks in Doha, Xinhua news agency
reported. "We are confident that the development of the
situation in this direction will lead to the achievement of
national accord and create conditions for the formation
of a strong and capable state," the statement said.It
added that Uzbekistan firmly declares its commitment
to maintaining traditional friendly and good-neighbourly relations with Afghanistan and abiding by the
principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of
the country.
Tashkent's diplomatic missions in Kabul and Mazar-iSharif, a major Afghan economic centre lying close to
the borders with Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, are working
as usual, the Ministry said. It added that any attempts to
violate Uzbekistan's border will be strictly suppressed in
accordance with the country legislation.

sume their commitment to the cause of faith brought them passive support of the Ummah and they further ensure this by
selectively dealing with the 'agents of the enemy' with a brutal
display of punishment. In the Pak-Afghan belt they had the
advantage of operating on their home ground- their action of
releasing fellow Afghan militants from the Kandahar jail as soon
as that capital city was seized, showed that their mindset was
that of a 'liberator'. Pak Prime Minister Imran Khan described
Afghanistan as the land of 'our brothers in faith' and openly took
the line that President Ashraf Ghani had to talk to Taliban with a
sense of 'acceptability' if he wanted to avert 'a civil war' in his
country. With Russia, China and Iran taking to their own devices
to handle a Taliban-dominated regime in Afghanistan and the
US just pulling out of the quagmire there, it falls on the world
community believing in democracy to not let the faith-based
militancy blowing out of the Muslim world particularly the PakAfghanistan region, put the former in jeopardy. It seems the UN
was - because of the lukewarm US approach- not pursuing any
peacekeeping mission on Afghanistan actively. India has to
strategise against the long range danger that a Taliban dominated rule at Kabul enjoying support from Pakistan, would pose for
us. It is appropriate that India has expressed its opposition to a
regime forcibly established at Kabul. But we have to be prepared
for the worst case scenario.The rise of a new kind of geo-politics
in which there is not only the familiar political polarisation
between the US-led democratic world and the world of
Communism now led by Xi Jinping's China - aspiring to
become the second superpower - but also a distinct antagonism
between the West and the Muslim world that was falling more
and more in line with the forces of radical Islam, is a phenomenon that has to be deeply examined.This latter conflict is rooted
in the historical memory of an anti-West Jehad as mentioned
earlier but is now reinforced as an entirely new political antagonism in which a fundamentalist Pakistan and the 'godless'
regime of China today have a strategic alliance. Incidentally, the
Ayatollah-run Iran is also, in today's context, more inclined
towards China because of the anti-West ideological legacy of
Shia fundamentalism that remembered Caliph Ali for glorifying
poverty and sacrifice. The only balancing factor from the
Western angle is that Sunni radicals go hammer and tongs
against the Shias as well. The Pak- Afghan entente on the whole
has the potential of queering the pitch for Western democracies
because the region has shifted gears - from being an ally of the
US-led West in the Cold War era to becoming a stronghold of
anti-US politics in the days of the 'war on terror'. The future of
South Asia is impacted in the short run creating a challenge for
India but in the long term a distinct political convergence
between Islamic extremists and the Communist autocracy with
their 'give and take', may affect the global geopolitics at large in
ways not envisaged so far.

(The writer is a former Director of Intelligence
Bureau)

international
Births drive New Zealand's
population growth

Wellington|Agencies

F

or the first June year since 2013, natural
increase (births minus deaths) was the
main driver of New Zealand's annual
population growth, the country's statistics
department Stats NZ said on Tuesday.
New Zealand's population provisionally
grew by 32,400 people, or 0.6 per cent, to reach
5.12 million on June 30, 2021, Xinhua news
agency quoted Stats NZ as saying.
This is the first full June year during the
Covid-19 pandemic, where border closures
and travel restrictions reduced net migration,
giving the lowest annual growth since June
2012 when the population grew by 0.5 percent,
it said. "Net migration has been the main driver
of New Zealand's population growth in recent
years, but for the June 2021 year, natural
increase was nearly six times higher than the
contribution from net migration," population
estimates and projections manager Hamish
Slack said in a statement.The impacts of Covid19 on international travel have resulted in a
provisional net migration gain of only 4,700 for
the year ending June 2021, the lowest since
2013, Slack said.New Zealand's population
change is a combination of natural increase

(births minus deaths) and net migration
(migrant arrivals minus migrant departures),
according to Stats NZ. Although the smallest of
the broad age groups, people aged 65 years
and over were the fastest growing age group,
up 3.43 percent, or 27,200 people, in the June
2021 year, the statistics showed. Most of this
increase was a result of people born in the
mid-1950s turning 65 and moving into this age
group, Slack said. In contrast, the number of
people aged 15-39 years shrank by 0.27 per
cent, or 4,700 people. This drop mainly reflected more people moving out of this age group to
older ages than moving into this age group
from younger ages, he said.The population at
June 30 2021 included 2.54 million males and
2.58 million females, with the number of
females growing slightly faster than males in
the last year, which was 0.66 and 0.61 per cent,
respectively, according to Stats NZ.

United States urged to facilitate Iranian
residents' freedom of movement
Tehran|Agencies

taken as a percentage of the
country's gross domestic
product (GDP), was already
among the highest in the
world before the pandemic.
It has since mushroomed,
sparked by stimulus and
health programs, and lower
tax revenue. According to
estimates from the data firm
Statista, Italy's public debt
will peak at 155.7 per cent of
the country's GDP this year,
before dropping to 152.9 per
cent in 2022, as tax revenue
increases and the economy
recovers from the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
In 2019, the last full year
before the start of the pandemic, public debt in Italy
accounted for 134.6 per cent
of the country's GDP.
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PAKISTAN PUSHING COMMUNALISM
ON THE GLOBAL STAGE

BIG CAMPAIGN ON TO RETAIN
AFGHAN FLAG IN NEW EMIRATE
A number of
youngsters
gathered in
Kunar province
of Afghanistan
demanded the
Taliban to
retain the
government
flag.

Mumbai, Wednesday, August 18, 2021
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ran's Foreign Ministry accused the US government of trying to prevent expatriates from having a "constructive
relationship" with their country, urging Washington to
take "basic steps" to facilitate the freedom of movement of
Iranian residents in the US.
"If they want to sympathize with Iranians, it is better for
them to stop threatening, intimidating, and trapping
Iranians,"Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
was quoted as saying on Monday.
Khatibzadeh was reacting to a "travel advisory" note published on August 9 by the US special envoy for Iran Robert
Malley, recommending not to travel to Tehran "due to the
risk of kidnapping and the arbitrary arrest, detention of US
citizens, and Covid-19", reports Xinhua news agency.
The spokesman said President Joe Biden's administration
initially sought to distance itself from the former Donald
Trump administration, but has since "adopted the same
outdated approaches with the promotion of Iranophobia".
He added that the US approach concerning talks about
Iranian prisoners being "held hostage" in Washington shows
that the Biden administration is trying "even more" than the
Trump administration to "politicise and turn humanitarian
issues to security issues".

On July 13, Ali Rabiei, spokesman for Iran's government,
confirmed ongoing negotiations between Tehran and
Washington for a prisoner swap, and voiced Iran's readiness
for an all-for-all prisoner exchange.
At the end of that same week, Iran's chief nuclear negotiator Abbas Araqchi tweeted that the US and the UK had to
stop linking a prisoner swap to the talks aiming to revive the

2015 nuclear agreement, formally known as Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).Iranian officials
stated that the US had agreed with a swap deal, while
Washington denied such an agreement had been
reached.The Iranian spokesman also commented on the US
press reports, saying Washington officials are reviewing their
options, in case talks to revive JCPOA fail to yield results."All
countries, including Iran, should have their own alternatives," he said.
Talks in Vienna, Khatibzadeh said, have been based so far
on the need for the US to fulfil its commitments within the
framework of the UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions
and a "complete and effective" lifting of Washington's unilateral sanctions against Iran.If that happens, he added,
Washington can return to the JCPOA.
Former US President Donald Trump withdrew from the
2015 agreement in May 2018 and unilaterally re-imposed
old and new sanctions on Iran.In response, Iran has gradually stopped implementing parts of its commitments to the
deal since May 2019.
After six rounds of talks in Vienna since April, the parties
said serious differences remain between Iran and the US for
the revitalisation of the deal.
The sixth round of talks ended on June 20, currently on
hiatus.

hollywood
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Lady
S
Gaga's
dog-walker
in financial
trouble

inger Lady Gaga's dog-walker Ryan
Fischer, who was shot while taking
her three dogs for walk in February,
says that he is in financial trouble and
needs help to travel and heal. One out
of the three dogs had escaped and
returned to Ryan as he bled on side
of the road. Gaga, who covered all of
Ryan's medical expenses, had
offered a $500K reward for the safe
return of her two stolen dogs.
According to dailymail.co.uk, Ryan
started a GoFundMe on Monday.
After spending weeks in hospital due to
the four gun shots that he suffered, he
says he has been traveling to heal his emotional and mental health. However, t now his
van has broken and has no money left.
Taking about getting van repaired and travelling
to meet people who support recovering from trauma, he
said, "For me, this includes retreat centres, trauma
programs, queer healers, creatives and spiritual leaders."

Los Angeles | Agencies
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nt and Dec have been nominated for the Best
Presenter gong at the National Television
Awards 2021, making it their 20th nomination in a row. The presenting duo, both
45, will face off against Alison Hammond,
Bradley Walsh, Holly Willoughby and Piers Morgan in
the category.
Ant and Dec have scooped the award an impressive
19 times, taking home the gong every year since 2001,
with the exception of 2009, when the ceremony did not take place.
The veteran Geordie presenters have
won 41 NTAs in total.
However, this is likely because they are
currently 'on a break', with the pair
announcing on Instagram ahead of Ant's
August 7 wedding to Anne-Marie Corbett
that they would be 'taking a bit of a break
for a couple of weeks', adding 'but we'll see
you very soon!'.

A Day Off!
Los Angeles | Agencies
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LILY JAMES IN
DISNEYLAND
WITH BEAU
MICHAEL
SHUMAN

ily James traded in her
iconic red swimsuit for a
pair of Mickey Mouse
ears as she took a rare day off
from portraying Pamela
Anderson in the upcoming Hulu
miniseries Pam & Tommy and
enjoyed a trip to Disneyland.The
actress, 32, joined her boyfriend
Michael Shuman at the Anaheim, Calif.
resort on Sunday afternoon and the duo
looked more loved-up than ever as they
made the most of a fun-filled day.The
beaming Mamma Mia! actress wrapped her
arms around her American musician beau,
35, as they toured the amusement park
with the help of a VIP guided tour.She
stayed on-trend by wearing a pair of distressed light blue denim shorts with tattered hems along her thighs. The
Cinderella star made sure her feet were
supported for a long day as she sported a
pair of crisp white trainers and wore grey
ankle socks for the day of fun and frolics
with her beloved.
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CAST OF W

Los Angeles | Agencies

S

carlett Johansson joins cast of new Wes Anderson movie amid battle with Disney over Black Widow release. She's currently suing
Disney for breach of contract over the release of Marvel's Black
Widow. The actress is joining the cast of his new movie which already
counts Margot Robbie and Tom Hanks among its stars, THR.com
reported. Little is known about the plot for Anderson's project which is
currently filming. But many of his regular collaborators are reuniting
with him for it, including Bill Murray, Jason Schwartzman, Tilda
Swinton and Adrien Brody.According to THR.com, principal photography is scheduled to be completed by the end of September.
Meanwhile, Anderson's pandemic-delayed The French Dispatch will be
hitting screens in October.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Los Angeles | Agencies
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Kim Kardashian: My
mom knows me
Halle better than anybody
Berry sued

alle Berry has
been named
in a lawsuit
filed by ex-UFC
fighter Cat
Zingano, who's
asking for damages
amid claims Berry's
promises to appear
in her forthcoming
Netflix film Bruised
went unfulfilled, causing
her to miss out on other
lucrative career opportunities.
Zingano said the Academy Awardwining actress had met with her in July of 2019
about the project, according to legal docs
reviewed by TMZ.
The professional fighter said that Berry said
she would like her to be involved with the
motion picture - which marks Berry's directorial debut - and to keep her calendar open for
production on the movie.
Zingano said she subsequently had been
offered a lucrative fight with the UFC, and was
told by Berry to forego the fight due to factors
linked to liability issues from the film's insurers.
Zingano said she picked the film over the
fight - and was released by the UFC thereafter
- which led to Berry dropping her from the
movie, saying she needed fighters with the
UFC.

by ex-UFC
fighter

Los Angeles | Agencies

im Kardashian, and Kris
Jenner share a powerful
bond not only as a family
but as a team. Even before the
famous show 'Keeping Up with the
Kardashians, Kris Jenner managed
her daughters Kim, Kourtney,
Khloe, Kendall, and Kylie's career
and their businesses.
Kim was introduced to Freddy
DeMann, the man who managed
Michael Jackson, Madonna, and
Shakira. Kim said, "My mom introduced me to Freddy DeMann, who
also managed Madonna and these
other huge people."
Talking about her initial journey, Kim mentions that after an
introduction with Freddy DeMann,
who was her parents' good friend,
she felt like everybody was 'comanaging her'.
"Nobody can do it better than
my mom; my mom knows me better than anybody and we just
wanted a small team," said Kim.

K
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ICC T20 WORLD CUP: INDIA TO TAKE Aditi Ashok qualifies for
ON PAKISTAN ON OCTOBER 24 Women's British Open
Dubai | Agencies

I

ndia will take on arch-rivals
Pakistan in a group stage
encounter of the ICC T20
World Cup in Dubai on
October 24, the International
Cricket Council confirmed on
Tuesday. The tournament, which
kicks off in the UAE and Oman on
October 17, will see the final being
played in Dubai on November 14
(Sunday), with November 15
(Monday) acting as the reserve day.
The tournament will begin with
the Round 1 Group B encounter
between hosts Oman and Papua
New Guinea on October 17, with
Scotland and Bangladesh, the other
teams in Group B, clashing in an
evening match.
Ireland, Netherlands, Sri Lanka
and Namibia -- making up Group A - will be in action in Abu Dhabi the
next day, with Round 1 matches running till October 22. The top two

teams in each group will proceed to
the Super12 stage of the tournament,
beginning on October 23.
The Super12 stage -- the second
round of the tournament -- will get
underway in Abu Dhabi on October
23, with the Group 1 contest

Anurag Thakur congratulates
World Youth Archery winners
Team Absolute|New Delhi

U

nion Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur on Tuesday interacted
with the World Youth Archery
Championship winners and congratulated them for making the "nation
proud". Team India registered a total
of 15 medals - 8 gold, 2 silver, and 5
bronze, from the archery championships in Wroclaw, Poland.Thakur
heaped praise on the "existing talent
pool" the country has at the grassroots level. The gold medallists
included the Cadet Compound
Women's Team, the Cadet
Compound Men's Team, the Junior
Recurve Men's Team, the Cadet
Recurve Men's Team, the Cadet
Compound Men's Team, the Cadet
Recurve Mixed Team, the Junior
Recurve Mixed Team, and Komolika
Bari, who won the gold in the Junior
Recurve W'men's Individual event.
Komolika, who won two gold
medals, in the individual and the
mixed doubles events, also won the
coveted medal at the 2019 World

Cadet Championships. The silver
medallists from Poland meet, meanwhile, included Priya Gurjar, who
won the Cadet Compound Individual
Event, and Sakshi Chaudhary from
the Compound Junior Individual
(Men and Women) event. The bronze
medallists included Parneet Kaur in
the Compound Cadet Women's category, Rishabh Yadav in the
Compound Junior Individual (Men
and Women) event, Manjiri Manoj
Alone, and Bishal Changmai in the
Recurve Cadet Individual (Men and
Women) event as well as the Cadet
Recur'e Women's Team.

IPL 2021 in UAE
likely to see return
of crowds
New Delhi: The second
phase of the Indian
Premier League 2021,
scheduled to begin from
September 19 in the
United Arab Emirates,
could witness the return of
the crowds.Emirates
Cricket Board (ECB) general secretary Mubashir
Usmani was quoted as saying by Gulf News that the
board will speak to the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and the UAE government regarding allowing crowds back to the stands.According to
Usmani, the ECB will work closely with the BCCI and the
UAE government to gain consent for the processes that
must be followed in order for supporters to return to the
stadium. The ECB will also address the topic with the ICC
to review their spectator needs in the wake of the COVID19 outbreak.Reports also suggested that the UAE government has given the green light to allow 60 per cent capacity of the crowd in the stadium for the remaining matches.
The second phase of IPL 2021 will resume with the clash
between Chennai Super Kings and Mumbai Indians on
September 19.In total, 31 matches, including qualifiers,
will be played over the course of 27 days.Despite several
calls, BCCI officials were unavailable to comment on the
issue.

between Australia and South Africa.
This will be followed up with an
evening clash between England and
West Indies in Dubai.
Old rivals England and Australia
will lock horns in Dubai on October
30. The group will conclude on

INDIAN MEN'S BASKETBALL
TEAM TO PLAY IN ASIA
CUP QUALIFIERS
Mumbai: The Indian men's basketball team is in
with a good chance to qualify for next year's FIBA
Asia Cup as it takes on Saudi Arabia and Palestine
in the FIBA Asia Cup Qualifiers in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, on Friday and Saturday.
Five teams that finished third in their respective
groups first qualifying round -- Chinese Taipei
(Group B), Guam (Group C), India (Group D),
Saudi Arabia (Group E), and Palestine (Group F) - will figure in the Second Qualifying round in two
bio-bubbles in Saudi Arabia and Guam.
Indonesia, who finished third in Group A got a
direct berth as host of the event.The five teams
have been divided into two groups -- Group H
with India, Saudi Arabia, and Palestine and Group
G will have Guam and Chinese Taipei. The top
two from the three-team Group H will qualify for
the FIBA Asia Cup to be held in Indonesia next
year, while one team from Guam and Chinese
Taipei will qualify for the tournament finals.
India will play Saudi Arabia on August 20
(Friday) and take on Palestine the next day. Both
matches will be played at King Abdullah Sports
City Hall, Jeddah. Thirteen teams have already
qualified for the FIBA Asia Cup in Indonesia next
year and the three teams from this round will
complete the 16-team field.

I

ndian Padel Federation
was founded in 2017 by a
team of Padel enthusiasts,
professionals and Padel players from Spain and India. The
mission of Padel Tennis
Federation is introducing,
promoting and developing
the knowledge of Padel in

India. The entire journey
began when a sports enthusiast Mr. Bakul Rajput visited
Spain to meet his friend
Miquel Vidal who was the
coach at football club
Barcelona. Miquel is also
friends with Mr. Sandro Rosell
who has been twice the president of FCB & Fernando
Belasteguin who is 16 times

Team
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Aditi finished one
shot behind
American Lindsey
Weaver while Nicole
Broch Larsen, Ssu
Chia Cheng,
Magdalena
Simmermacher,
Johanna Gustavsson,
and Australian amateur Kirsten Rudgeley
progressed with
scores of 69.
Aditi, who was
ranked 200th in the
World before the
Olympics, has moved
up to 157 in the chart
after her sensational
run in Tokyo.
A repeat of the
Tokyo run at the
women's British
Open will push her higher in the rankings
and will improve her chances of playing in
the LPGA Tour regularly.

I

ndia's Aditi Ashok
continued her superb
run as she qualified
for the Women's British
Open, which will be
held at the Carnoustie
Links in Scotland from
August 19-22.Aditi, who
finished fourth in the
Tokyo Olympics after
being in medal contention till the last few
holes, finished second in
the qualifying event,
carding a two-under 68
at the 18-hour Panmure
Golf Club.She sealed her
fifth appearance at the
British Open and 19th
overall start in a Major
was placed one-over after 12 holes but
made up ground to finish two-under on
Monday.

ISL giants ATKMB, Bengaluru
FC to clash in AFC Cup opener
I
Male (Maldives) | Agencies

ndian Super League (ISL) runners-up ATK Mohun Bagan
(ATKMB) will take on fellow ISL
outfit Bengaluru FC in their opening
AFC Cup game in Group D (South
Zone) at the National Football
Stadium in Male, Maldives on
Wednesday.
ATK Mohun Bagan were the
finalists in the 2020/21 ISL, while
Bengaluru FC finished seventh on
the points table. The two times
these teams have played last season, ATKMB came out on top with
1-0 and 2-0 wins. While that may
suggest that ATKMB have a slight
edge going into the game, the truth
is this is their maiden foray into the
continental club competition compared to Bengaluru FC who reached
the final in 2016.
Not just that, following their win
over Maldives' Club Eagles in their

play-off match on Sunday thanks to
Jayesh Rane's first-half strike,
Bengaluru FC made it to the AFC
Cup group stage for the sixth time.
So, definitely the experience is on
their side.
Both the teams have undergone a
lot of change in terms of personnel
since their last meeting in the ISL.
ATKMB have brought on board six
new players, while Bengaluru FC
have acquired as many as nine new
players as well as a new head coach
in Marco Pezzaiuoli.

ATK Mohun Bagan: Arindam
Bhattacharja, Amrinder Singh, Pritam
Kotal, Lenny Rodrigues, Subhasish Bose,
Avilash Paul, Ashutosh Mehta, Liston
Colaco, Manvir Singh, Deepak Tangri,
Sumit Rathi, SK Sahil, Bidyananda Singh,
Abhishek Suryavanshi, Kiyan Nassiri Giri,
N Engson Singh, Ricky John Shabong, Roy
Krishna and Carl McHugh, David
Williams, Hugo Boumous
Bengaluru FC: Gurpreet Singh Sandhu,
Lalthuammawia Ralte, Sharon Padattil,
Lara Sharma, Pratik Chaudhari,
Wungngayam Muirang, Ajith Kumar,
Ashique Kuruniyan, Parag Srivas, Yrondu
Musavu-King, Alan Costa, Sarthak Golui,
Biswa Darjee, Suresh Wangjam, Jayesh
Rane, Danish Farooq, Rohit Kumar,
Muhammad Inayath, Namgyal Bhutia,
Ajay Chhetri, Sunil Chhetri, Udanta
Singh, Cleiton Silva, Roshan Singh
Naorem, Siva Sakthi, Akashdeep Singh,
Bidyashagar Singh, Leon Augustine,
Harmanpreet Singh.

Future of hockey in India OSAKA TO TAKE IT MATCH
BY
MATCH
AT
CINCINNATI
is bright: Manpreet Singh
Cincinnati | Agencies

Bhubaneswar | Agencies

in India is very bright. Interacting with
mediapersons, Manpreet, who along
with the entire men's and women's hockey teams arrived here on Tuesday for a
felicitation ceremony hosted by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, said, "In 2008,
we did not even qualify for the Olympics.
But things have changed over the years,
and the results are also showing. Now
India has improved its position in world
rankings." Stating that everything requires
a certain time, Singh said, "Yes, it is true
that we took more time to reach here.
But now we are getting the infrastructure and all kinds of support
required for the world's best athletes. The future is very bright
for hockey in our country. He
also said that the team will
now focus on upcoming
tournaments like the
Asian Games,
Commonwealth
Games and
World Cup.

I

t took 41 years for India to win a
medal in hockey at the Olympics
when the men's team clinched
the bronze in Tokyo on August 5,
defeating Germany 5-4 in a
thrilling play-off encounter.
And the captain of that
team, Manpreet Singh, feels
that the future of hockey

Padel Tennis Federation - A game
soon to be introduced in India

Team Absolute|New Delhi

November 6 with matches between
Australia and West Indies in Abu
Dhabi, and England and South
Africa in Sharjah.
Group 2 will commence with a
heavyweight clash between India
and Pakistan in Dubai on October
24. Pakistan then take on New
Zealand in Sharjah on October 26, in
a tough start for the 2009 champions.
Afghanistan begin their campaign on
October 25 at Sharjah, taking on the
winners of Group B from the first
round. The group will conclude on
November 8, with India taking on
the second-placed Round 1 qualifier
from Group A.
The first semifinal will be held in
Abu Dhabi on November 10, while
the second semifinal will be hosted
by Dubai on November 11. Both
semifinals have reserve days.
The final of the tournament will
take place in Dubai on November 14,
with November 15 acting as the
reserve day.

World champion of Padel
sport which then was
unheard in India. When Mr.
Rajput was introduced to this
game he immediately proposed that this is what Indians
would love to play and on his
return structured the
Federation in India with the
help of his Spanish friends in
2017-18. This Federation
wants to provide the chance
to play regardless of ethnicity,
race, religion, sexuality, gender and ability. We encourage
through the game of Padel to
include everyone equally and
make everyone feel accepted
and respected.Indian Padel
Federation seeks to identify
the most innovative and creative product or service in the
Padel industry, trying to meet
needs that remain to be
covered.

P

laying in her first
hardcourt event
in the United
States after a difficult
summer when she
withdrew from the
French Open and
Wimbledon due to
mental issues, Japanese
tennis star Naomi
Osaka said she will be
taking it one match at a
time in Cincinnati
Masters.
"I would say when I
came back from Tokyo,
I took three days off,
and then I immediately
started practicing
again. For me, I felt like
I played well in Tokyo,
but there were still
some decisions that I
didn't make that well,
so I just wanted to get
that feeling back
because I honestly
haven't played many
matches this year. "So I

would say I'm trying to
take it one match at a
time, and I don't even
know who my opponent is going to be, so
just trying to train really
hard each day and see
where that takes me,"
Osaka said at a media
interaction ahead of the
tournament.
Naomi has highlighted the mental issues
that professional ath-

letes face when dealing
with fans and the
media. Questions related to her mental health
and her relations with
the media resurfaced
during the interaction
on Monday as the
Japanese tennis star
became emotional and
left the room in tears,
only to return a few
minutes later after
composing herself.

Want to let Bumrah, Shami know
we are proud of them: Virat Kohli
London | Agencies

I

ndia team skipper Virat Kohli
applauded the efforts of
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami who
stitched together an 89-run
unbroken partnership for the
ninth wicket to set England a
272-run target in a minimum of
60 overs, which the hosts could
not achieve and lost the second
Test at Lord's by 151 runs on
Monday.The pace quartet of
Bumrah, Shami, Ishant Sharma
and Mohammed Siraj then
destroyed the England batting,
bowling out the hosts for a paltry 120 with 8.1 overs remaining."Just to applaud what Jasprit
(Bumrah) and (Mohmmed)

Shami did. It takes a lot of character and heart to play under
those circumstances as bowlers
who don't get much to bat, and
just putting their hand up for the
team when we needed it most. It
was something that we were
really proud of and we want to let
them know. They were charged
up and both took the new ball
and got us two breakthroughs as
well, which were very crucial for
us," said Kohli during the postmatch press conference. When
the final day started, England
had the upper hand and looked
good to go 1-0 up in the five-Test
series. But tail-enders Shami and
Bumrah turned things in India's
favour when they batted, and the
rest is history.
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Priyanka Chopra
to be MAMI
film fest
Chairperson
Team Absolute|Mumbai

G

lobal icon Priyanka Chopra Jonas
came onboard as the chairperson of
The Mumbai Academy of Moving
Image (MAMI) film festival -announced on Tuesday.
She was unanimously nominated by the
MAMI's Board of Trustees comprising Nita M.
Ambani (CoChairperson), Anupama Chopra
(Festival Director). The board also welcomed two
new members to its fold,
acclaimed filmmaker
Anjali Menon and
renowned filmmaker and
archivist Shivendra Singh
Dungarpur.
Speaking on
the occasion,
Priyanka said, "I'm so
proud to be taking on
the role of Chairperson
of the Jio MAMI
Mumbai Film Festival.
I'm really looking forward to working alongside
these powerhouse women,
Isha Ambani, Anupama
Chopra, Smriti Kiran and the rest of
the team, to take the festival to the next
level.
The hybrid edition of the festival will take place in March
depending on how the
Covid-19 situation
unfolds in India. The
tentative dates of the
festival are March 11
to March 15, 2022.

ROHIT, PRAJAKTA BEGIN SHOOT
FOR 'MISMATCHED' SEASON 2
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctor Rohit Saraf has begun
shooting for Season 2 of
'Mismatched'.The actor
shared pictures with his co-stars
from the sets on the first day of
shoot on his Instagram page
with the caption: "Ready for the
feels, the drama, the romance.
All over again. Season 2, Day 1
Mismatched."Rohit also shared
behind the scenes pictures with
his co-actor Prajakta Koli and
others.Prajatka replied in the
comments section, "Feels
like risk."Rohit was last seen
in 'Feels Like Ishq' on OTT.

Shilpa
Shetty
returns
to Super
Dancer 4
Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

hilpa Shetty made a comeback on Super Dancer 4 on
Tuesday as she shoots for an episode which will air on
Sony TV this weekend. Producer Ranjeet Thakur, while
not divulging many details, confirmed Shilpa's presence on
set to indianexpress.com, adding, "She is our judge and she is
here to stay." After keeping a low profile since husband Raj
Kundra's arrest in the adult films case, the actress wanted to
take her own time. A source from the set further shared that
the team had always been keen to get the actor. "The makers
had been in constant touch with her and only recently she
decided that she was ready to make a comeback. Shilpa
wants to get back to work not just for her kids and family but
also for her own sanity. She was welcomed warmly by the
Super Dancer team, which made her quite emotional in
the morning," the source added.

'If I believe in
something, I do it':
Milind Soman
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctor-model Milind Soman is back as
the judge of 'Supermodel of the
Year Season 2'. Talking about being
a part of the franchise show, Milind said,
"Well, it's always exciting to see new talent and get to experience what the youth
is all about today. I know that makes me
sound old, but it's always great to see
what people are thinking, what people
are doing, what kind of dreams they
have."Milind will be a part of Season 2
along with Malaika Arora and
Anusha Dandekar. "We all want
the same thing, to find the best
face. It's not just about the
face, it's about the mind, it's
about the attitude. It's about
all kinds of things that goes into
making a model into a supermodel."The theme of
'Supermodel of the Year
Season 2' is 'Unapolo getically You'.'Supermodel of the
Year Season' 2 will air on MTV
from August 22.

'The Kapil Sharma Show'
returns with Akshay
Kumar, Ajay Devgn

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

"Watch what you
say on Big Boss"
Team Absolute|Mumbai

H

ost Karan Johar got a
sound piece of advice
from his mother, Hiroo
Johar, before he signed up for
Bigg Boss OTT. When Karan
was approached for the show,
he was shocked, but his mom
was speechless. She was just
not sure whether her son, who
had witnessed some heavy
social media bashing during
the first pandemic wave lock-

down, should at all take up the
project that is ruled only by
public opinion, and only that
alone, as celebrities lay themselves bare to be judged.
Hiroo decided to take matters into her own hands and
lend some advice. Karan's
mother asked him to be careful
of whatever he is going to say
in the show.
Hiroo told Karan, "Watch
what you say, who you say it to
and when you say it."

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ed by Ajay Devgn, Nora Fatehi, Punjabi
singer and actor Ammy Virk, and Sharad
he Kapil Sharma Show' is all set to Kelkar. They will all be seen with their
celebrity host, engaging in banter and also
return on with two star-studded
specials with the casts of 'Bhuj' and getting their leg pulled.Archana Puran
'Bell Bottom' on August 21 and 22, respec- Singh, Krushna Abhishek, Bharti Singh,
tively.The special guests on the revived
Chandan Prabhakar, Kiku Sharda and
show will be the 'Bell Bottom' actors
Sumona Chakravarti make a comeback on
Akshay Kumar, Vaani Kapoor, Huma
the show. Comedians Sudesh Lehri and
Qureshi and producer Jackky Bhagnani.
Gaurav Gera have also been roped in and
'Bhuj: The Pride of India' will be represent- will be seen playing quirky characters.

'T
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