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Pegasus snoopgate raises troubling questions about use of the spyware in India

BIG REVEALATIONS, BIG CONTROVERSIES
The selection of Indian numbers largely commenced around the time of Narendra Modis trip to Israel in 2017, the first visit to the country by an Indian Prime
Minister and a marker of the burgeoning relationship between the two nations, including billions of dollars in deals between Delhi and Israeli defence industries, The Guardian reported.Modi and the then Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu were pictured during the trip, walking barefoot together on a beach.
Days before, Indian targets had started being selected, The Guardian said.
Imran Khan selected as person of
interest by India

 Two prominent political personalities from
Assam -- Samujjal Bhattacharya from
AASU and Anup Chetia from the pro-talks
faction of ULFA -- figure in the leaked list of
potential spyware targets, as does a
Manipuri writer, The Wire reported.
 Several NSCN leaders targeted for surveillance during Naga talks

New Delhi: Imran Khan,
Pakistan Prime Minister was
selected as a person of interest by
India in 2019, the leaked Pegasus
database shows, as per The
Guardian. Imran Khan, the prime
minister of Pakistan, who was
selected as a person of interest by
India in 2019, The Guardian said.
The Dawn reported that Pakistan
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Farrukh Habib on Tuesday raised suspicions
regarding former prime minister Nawaz Sharif's role in
clandestinely accessing the personal data of his political
opponents, saying "it is likely that Sharif obtained information [about Imran Khan] through Israeli spyware with the
help of [Indian prime minister] Narendra Modi".

Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

nalysis of the more than 1,000 mostly Indian phone
numbers selected for potential targeting by the
NSO Group client using the Pegasus spyware that
also hacked poll strategist Prashant Kishor strongly indicate that intelligence agencies within the Indian government were behind the target selection, the report added.
Other numbers identified in the records included those
of known priorities of the country's security agencies,
including Kashmiri separatist leaders, Pakistani diplomats, Chinese journalists, Sikh activists and business
people known to be the subject of police investigations.
The client also identified two numbers registered to or
once known to have been used by Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan, the report said.At least two
employees of the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention based in India, including a US citizen, were
also identified, along with Gagandeep Kang, a wellknown virologist and the first Indian woman to be
accepted into the UK's Royal Society.
M. Hari Menon, the director of the Bill and Melinda









New Delhi: The leaked database at the heart of the Pegasus project includes the mobile phone
numbers of the French president, Emmanuel Macron, and 13 other heads of state and heads of
government, the Guardian reported. The South African president, Cyril Ramaphosa is also listed
in the data, which includes diplomats, military chiefs and senior politicians from 34
countries.NSO said Macron was not a "target" of any of its customers, meaning the company
denies he was selected for surveillance using Pegasus, its spyware. The company added that the
fact that a number appeared on the list was in no way indicative of whether that number was
selected for surveillance using Pegasus.NSO insists it requires its government clients to only use
its powerful spying tools for legitimate investigations into terrorism or crime.

DELHI DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER MANISH SISODIA ON WEDNESDAY SAID MANY PEOPLE DIED DUE TO
THE OXYGEN SHORTAGE DURING THE SECOND WAVE OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC. SISODIA'S REMARK
CAME A DAY AFTER THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ON TUESDAY TOLD THE UPPER HOUSE THAT NO
DEATH HAS OCCURRED DUE TO OXYGEN SHORTAGE IN THE COUNTRY.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

vide adequate oxygen to state governments and now to hide its failure, BJP
leaders are making false statements in
Parliament. This is condemnable,"
Sisodia added.
Earlier on Wednesday, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said, "If there
was no shortage of oxygen, why did
hospitals move court?

C

in Parliament. The BJP-led Centre failed
to handle Covid-19 situation and to pro-

GOVT'S WRONG DECISIONS DURING COVID 2.0 KILLED 50L
PEOPLE: RAHUL GANDHI
New Delhi: Former Congress President Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday attacked the Central government, saying that its wrong decision during the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic killed 50 lakh
people. The Congress leader said in a tweet, attaching a report of the Washington-based think tank,
Centre for Global Development, which claimed that
nearly 50 lakh (4.9 million) people might have died
in India due to Covid-19 between January 2020 and
June 2021.

At 3,998, Covid deaths
jump over 10X in India
in 24 hours
New Delhi: India on Wednesday
recorded 3,998 deaths due to Covid in
just 24 hours after it logged 374
deaths. There was also 42,015 new
cases -- 11,922 more than what was
reported on Tuesday, according to
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare data. On Tuesday, India had
recorded lowest fatalities in almost
four months. The country has
4,07,170 active cases presently and
has witnessed a total of 4,18,480
deaths so far.

CAA, NRC will not harm Muslims: RSS Chief
GUWAHATI| Agencies

R

ashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
Chief Mohan Bhagwat, who is on a
three-day visit to Assam, on Wednesday
said the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)
and the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
would not harm the Muslims in any way.He
said the CAA and the NRC have nothing to do
with a Hindu-Muslim divide and a communal
narrative around these issues is being spread
by a section of people to for their political
ends.
Bhagwat, who arrived in Guwahati on
Tuesday evening, said not a single Muslim
would face any loss due to the new
Citizenship Act.After independence, the first
Prime Minister of the country (Jawaharlal
Nehru) had said that minorities will be taken
care of, and that has been done so far. We will
continue to do so. No Muslim will face any
loss due to CAA," Mohan Bhagwat said after
launching a book in Guwahati, titled
''Citizenship debate over NRC and CAAAssam and the Politics of History'. The citi-

Political figures whose numbers
appear in the list include:

French Prez Macron selected as person of interest by Morocco

Many Covid patients died of
O2 shortage in Delhi: Sisodia

ountering the Centre's claim,
Sisodia, who is also the nodal
minister to look after Covid management in Delhi said, "I was handling
the Covid management of Delhi and
especially oxygen management in government hospitals. There were floods of
complaints from hospitals, patients'
families and media persons regarding
oxygen shortage. The BJP-led Central
government has made a false statement

Gates Foundation's Indian operations, was also selected
as a target, alongside several researchers and campaigners working for anti-tobacco NGOs.The motive for the
scrutiny is unclear, though the Modi government has
expressed suspicion of foreign funding for charities,
research institutes and NGOs and has sought to tighten
restrictions for bringing in money from overseas, The
Guardian said.

zenship law will provide protection to persecuted minorities in the neighbouring countries, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief underlined. "Since 1930 there have been
organised plans to increase the Muslim population not in connection with terrorism and
economy but to become a dominant force. It
happened in Punjab, Bengal and Assam.
There are plans to turn these areas into their
majority so that things work on their own
terms. This happened in Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Still we want assimilation and
want to live together," the RSS Chief said

PARTY WORKERS SHOULD
AT LEAST GET RESPECT IF
NOT PLUM POSTS: PILOT

Jaipur:
Breaking a
long silence on
issues ranging
from local to
national, former Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister and Congress
leader Sachin Pilot on
Wednesday spoke on
diverse issues like the present political crisis in
Rajasthan and Punjab and
also demanded a free probe
on the phone tapping issue.
Addressing a press conference, Pilot said, "Those
workers who sacrificed each
and everything for the party,
worked round the clock and
were lathicharged, should at
least get due respect if not
any plum post. This is what
our present president says
and we also speak the same.
In fact, everyone speaks the
same," he said.



Accompanying 62 MLAs, Sidhu
shows solidarity, strength
Amritsar: In a first
show of solidarity
after his name was
announced as the
state party chief,
Punjab Congress unit
President Navjot Singh Sidhu, accompanying 62
legislators, comprising many state Cabinet ministers, on Wednesday paid obeisance at the
Golden Temple, here.However, Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, who is upset with Sidhu over
his purported remarks against his government
over the power crisis and the sacrilege issue, and
his close confidants, were conspicuously absent
from Sidhu's maiden visit to his constituency
and religious places in the city after assuming
the charge as the state chief. However, past state
President Sunil Jakhar was accompanying cricketer-turned politician Sidhu. Sidhu will assume
the new charge on Friday.

UP MINISTER'S REMARK SPARKS
CONTROVERSY
Ballia: Uttar Pradesh minister, Anand Swaroop Shukla, has
waded into controversy by saying that whosever stands
against India, will be killed in
an encounter.Referring to
renowned poet Munawwar
Rana, the minister said that he was one of those
people who stayed in India after the partition of
1947 and were involved in the conspiracy to break
the country from inside."In such a situation, whoever will stand against Indians, will be killed in the
encounter," he told reporters.It may be recalled that
recently Munawwar Rana had said that if Yogi
Adityanath becomes the chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh again, he would contemplate leaving the
state and living elsewhere.

The South African president, Cyril Ramaphosa
Emmanuel Macron, the French president
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of
the World Health Organization
Saad Hariri, former prime minister of Lebanon
Charles Michel, the president of the European
Council, when he was prime minister of Belgium.
King Mohammed VI of Morocco and Saadeddine
Othmani, Morocco's prime minister apparently by
elements within his own country.
Felipe Calderon of Mexico, the former president
when his wife, Margarita Zavala was running for the
country's top political job.
Forensic examinations of a sample of 67 phones in
the leaked data belonging to human rights activists,
journalists and lawyers found 37 had contained traces
of Pegasus infection or attempted infection. The
analysis was done by Amnesty International's
Security Lab, a technical partner on the project.

Mamata Banerjee calls for national
front to defeat BJP at Centre
Team Absolute|Kolkata

S

ounding the bugle for the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee during her
virtual Martyrs Day speech on
Wednesday not only went for
an all-out attack against the saffron party, but also indicated
that the Trinamool is ready to
play an important role in
national politics as she urged
all the political parties to forget
their narrow self-interests and
unite on a single platform.
A Trinamool Congress observes
July 21 as Martyrs' Day every year
to remember the 13 persons who
were killed at a Youth Congress
rally in Kolkata in 1993. After a
landslide victory in the recent
Assembly elections, the Trinamool
on Wednesday virtually telecast
Banerjee's speech in various platforms across the country.

Reaching out to the senior opposition leaders of the country,
Banerjee said, "We need to build a
front and fight for a common
cause. So please go and convince
your leaders so that we can come
together, leaving our narrow selfinterests and differences behind,
and fight unitedly against the BJP,
as only then we can only save this
country." Warning that it will be
too late if time is wasted further on
other things, the Chief Minister
said.

TMC forays into Gujarat politics
Gandhinagar: The political scenario is getting hotter in Gujarat
with the state assembly elections scheduled a year and a half from
now. After the BSP, AIMIM and AAP's entry into Gujarat, the home
state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, it is now the turn of Mamata
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress (TMC) to enter the state's politics.
The TMC had unveiled plans to go nationwide on July 21, marked
as Martyrs Day by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. The
AITC had planned to place banners depicting Mamata Banerjee and
her plans of addressing the nation on Martyrs Day, following which
the party had put up hoardings in Ahmedabad, Surat and Vadodara.

Farmers can hold 'Kisan Sansad' at Jantar Mantar
Team Absolute|New Delhi

march from the Singhu border to Parliament.
Sources said the Arvind
Kejriwal government has
given permission for a
"Kisan Sansad" -- farmers'
parliament -- tomorrow at
Jantar Mantar. The Kisan
Sansad will be held till
August 13, when parliament's Monsoon Session
ends, SKM member Dr
Darshan Pal said.

F

armers can hold
protest against the
Central laws at Jantar
Mantar with between 11 am
and 5 pm every day, but no
protest march will be
allowed, the Delhi Police
have said. The number of
protesters at the site cannot
exceed 206 -- 200 from the
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha and
six persons from Kisan
Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee.
They will be escorted to
the location from Singhu
border in buses and they
have to maintain Covid
appropriate behaviour and
social distancing, the police
said, nixing the farmers'
plans to hold a protest

Govt open to talks with farmers on 3 farm laws: Tomar
New Delhi: The union government has reiterated that it is
open to hold talks over the three contentious farm laws with
the farmers who have been agitating on the borders of Delhi
for nearly eight months. In the Lok Sabha on Tuesday, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said that so far 11
rounds of talks have been held between the government and
farmers' outfits to find a solution. He said that the government was always ready for discussions with the farmers to
resolve the issue.
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RAJ KUNDRA GOT LAKHS IN PAYMENTS
FROM PORN APP HOT HIT
Team Absolute|New Delhi

usinessman Raj Kundra has been
receiving regular payments,
amounting to Rs 9.65 lakh, in his
bank account from Hot Hit, a porn app
that was named in the racket busted by
Mumbai Police earlier this year.
Hot Hit describes itself as "Best Indian
movies and web series. Your search
comes to an end at HotHit Movies and
Originals. To watch our video content
you need to subscribe with one of the
following plan using: Paykun Payment
method and get instant access."
In February this year, Mumbai Police
arrested nine people for allegedly forcing aspiring actors to shoot nude scenes
for pornographic films. These films were
streamed on paid websites and mobile
applications.
Gehna Vasishth, who has featured in
several soap operas, is said to be a
prominent player in this racket.
The videos were allegedly uploaded
on mobile apps in the UK such as
Eightshots, Nuefliks and HotHit.
Those arrested include Rowa Khan
alias Yasmeen, who claims to be a producer-director. Police also arrested
Dipankar Khasanvis alias Shyam
Banerjee, who is Khan's husband.

B

Police claimed that they are part of
the company that ran the application on
which obscene and pornographic content was broadcast. Yasmeen Khan and
Khasanvis are both associated with Hot
Hit Digital.Just before the porn racket

was busted by the police in February,
Kundra received Rs 2.7 lakh on February
3 from Hot Hit. Similarly, he received Rs
95,000 on January 23, Rs 1 lakh on
January 20, Rs 2 lakh on January 13, and
Rs 3 lakh on January 10.

RAMESH CHENNITHALA
LIKELY TO BE ELEVATED
IN CONGRESS
Thiruvananthapuram:
Miffed at not being considered for a second term as
the Leader of Opposition in
the Kerala Assembly,
Congress veteran Ramesh
Chennithala might get an
accommodation in a top
post in the party.
The 65-year-old
Congress veteran rose
through the student movement and by now has had
four terms in the Lok Sabha
and is currently into his
fourth term as a legislator.
In the April 6 Assembly
polls, which he led as the
Leader of Opposition and
was expecting to regain
power, the Congress-led
UDF suffered a humiliating
defeat and Pinarayi Vijayan
retained power.
Chennithala was not
considered for the post of
the Leader of Opposition,
instead it went to V.D.
Satheesan.With the talks of
a possible revamp in the
Congress, as sources in the
know of things say there
may be four new Working
President's and one among
them will go to
Chennithala.

K'taka becomes 1st state to provide
reservation for transgenders
BENGALURU |
Agencies

K

arnataka
has
become
the first state in
the country to
provide one per
cent reservation
for the 'transgender' community in all the
government
services. The
government
submitted a
report to the
High Court in
this regard informing that a notification had
already been issued after amending the
Karnataka Civil Service (General
Recruitment) Rule, 1977. The final notification issued on July 6, specifies one per cent
reservation in all general as well as reserve
categories for the third gender. Whenever a
notification is published inviting applications for the government jobs, 'others' column must be added along with male and
female columns. The notification also underlines that there should not be any discrimination to the transgenders in the process of
selection. In case of non-availability of transgender candidates, the job could be given to

male or female from the same category, the
notification notes.
'Sangama', an NGO had filed a Public
Interest Petition (PIL) in the High Court
questioning denial of job opportunities in
the State Special Reserve Constable Force
and Bandsman postings. The High Court
Divisional Bench headed by the Chief Justice
A.S. Oka heard the case on Tuesday. The
public prosecutor appearing for the government, Vijay Kumar Patil, informed the Bench
that the government has provided the one
per cent horizontal reservation in government recruitments by bringing amendment
to the existing rule.

Don't protest against party in any No Kanwar Yatra, no puja in Shravan RBI ALLOWS IDFC TO
eventuality, K'taka CM to supporters month at Shiva temple in Deoghar EXIT IDFC FIRST BANK
Bengaluru|Agencies

Ranchi|Agencies

mid speculation of change of leadership in the state, Karnataka Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa on
Wednesday appealed to party workers and
supporters not to indulge in protests or issue
statements, despite any political developments."I am privileged to be a loyal worker
of BJP. It is my utmost honour to serve the
party with the highest standards of ethics
and behaviour. I urge everyone to act in
accordance with party ethics and not
indulge in protests or indiscipline that is disrespectful and embarrassing for the party,"
he said in a tweet in Kannada.
"The party is equivalent to my mother.
The affection should not cross its limits. The
disrespect towards the party would be too
painful for me. I hope my well-wishers will
understand my feelings in this regard," he
wrote.Siddaganga Mutt seer Siddalinga
Swami, who led a delegation of seers to
meet Yediyurappa, said : "He (the CM) told
us that Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

T

A

Home Minister Amit Shah and party
President J.P. Nadda have special respect for
him as they allowed no one who are aged
above 75 but him to rule."
"CM also said that he would work for the
party until his last breath," he added.

CENTRE GIVES JOLT TO NITISH
KUMAR ON CASTE CENSUS
Srinagar|Patna

I

n a jolt to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
who has been batting for
caste-based census for long,
the Central government has
said that, as a matter of policy, it will not enumerate
caste-wise population data,
other than on SCs and STs.
The Nitish Kumar government had passed a bill in
both houses in 2019 and 2020
for caste-based census which
was first demanded by RJD
chief Lalu Prasad during the
Mahagathbandhan government in Bihar. The Nitish
Kumar government managed
to pass the bill twice with
some amendments.
Minister of State for Home
Affairs, Nityanand Rai, has
clarified during the ongoing
Monsoon Session in
Parliament that caste-based
census is not possible in the
country. He also clarified that
the Center will continue on
separate seats for the SC and
ST category.
His clarification comes
after a member from Odisha
raised the issue during
Question Hour in the Lok

here will be no Kanwar
Yatra, no mela and no Puja
for devotees during the auspicious Shravan month for the
second year in a row at the
famous Shiva temple in Deoghar,
Jharkhand, which is one of the 12
Jyotirlingas in the country.
The auspicious Shravan month
is beginning from July 25.
Due to the fear of the third
wave of the coronavirus, the
world famous Shravani Mela will
not be organised at Baidyanath
Dham located in the temple
town of Deoghar and in
Basukinath in Jarmundi block of
Dumka district in Jharkhand.
Santhal Pargana DIG
Sudarshan Prasad Mandal
chaired a virtual meeting on
Wednesday with the senior

police officials of Jharkhand,
Bihar and West Bengal and asked
them to take the necessary steps
to prevent unnecessary crowding
at these two places.
He said that to prevent the

spread of the coronavirus, the
government has directed to
impose a ban on the entry of the
devotees during the auspicious
month of Shravan in Deoghar
and Basukinath.

Nagaland heading for
Oppn less all-party govt
Team Absolute|Kohima

I
Sabha on Tuesday. The
state's Naveen Patnaik government has also advocated
a caste-based census in the
country. Earlier, differences
of opinion emerged between
the BJP and Nitish Kumar
over the issue of pollution
control policy.
Nitish Kumar, during his
Janata Darbar on July 11, said
that the new population control policy unveiled in Uttar
Pradesh would not help
reduce population growth in
the country. This would happen only after creating
awareness among women,
and education is the only way
to create awareness among
women, he contended,
adding that once they are
aware of it, the population
will automatically come
down.

n a significant political development, Nagaland is heading for an
all-party government, as the opposition Naga People's Front (NPF) is
most likely to join the People's
Democratic Alliance (PDA) government headed by Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), an
ally of the PDA government is, however, yet to make its position clear about
the all-party government.
The main opposition party in the
Northeastern state, the NPF, which is
the single largest party in Nagaland
with 25 MLAs, decided to join the PDA
government apparently for taking forward the much talked and vexed Naga
political issue between the Centre and
Naga political groups.
Led by Rio, the Nationalist
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP)
with 20 members and the BJP with 12
MLAs are also the partners of the PDA
government.
Two independent members are also
supporting the government while one
seat was lying vacant in the 60-mem-

ber state Assembly after the death of
an MLA.
The latest political development is
being shaped after almost all parties in
the state came together following the
formation of the Core Committee on
Naga Political Issue (CCoNPI) led by
Rio (convener) on June 16.

The Chief Minister requested the
NPF leadership, including the opposition leader T.R. Zeliang to join the PDA
government and the former accepted
the offer on Tuesday.
The formal joining of NPF in the
PDA government would take place
within a few days, party sources said.

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY FLIGHT-TESTS NEW GENERATION MISSILES
z Once deployed, the
Akash-NG weapon system
will prove to be a force
multiplier for the air
defence capability of the
IAF.
z Earlier in the day, the
DRDO successfully flighttested indigenouslydeveloped, low-weight,
fire and forget Man
Portable Antitank Guided
Missile (MPATGM).
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ndia on Wednesday successfully flight-tested the
new generation surface-toair missile Akash Missile
(Akash-NG) from the
Integrated Test Range (ITR) off
the Odisha coast.

The flight trial was conducted at around 12.45 p.m. from a
land-based platform with all
weapon system elements such
as multi-function radar, com-

mand, control and communication system, and launcher
participating in deployment
configuration.
The missile system has been

developed by Defence
Research & Development
Laboratory (DRDL),
Hyderabad, in collaboration
with other Defence Research &
Development Organisation
laboratories. The launch was
witnessed by the representatives of the Indian Air Force.
Production agencies Bharat
Electronics Ltd (BEL) and
Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL)
also participated in the trials.
In order to capture flight
data, ITR deployed a number
of Range stations like Electro
Optical Tracking System,
Radar and Telemetry, and the
flawless performance of the
entire weapon system has
been confirmed by complete
flight data captured by these
systems.

MAN-PORTABLE ANTITANK GUIDED MISSILE
India successfully flight-tested its indigenously developed low weight, fire and
forget man-portable anti-tank guided
missile (MPATGM) on Wednesday. The
missile is incorporated with state-of-theart miniaturised infrared imaging seeker
along with advanced avionics. The missile
was launched from a man-portable
launcher integrated with thermal site and
the target was mimicking a tank. The
missile hit the target in direct attack
mode and destroyed it with precision,
and all the mission objectives were met.
It also validated the minimum range successfully. The missile has already been
successfully flight tested for the maximum range.The test brings the development of indigenous third-generation manportable Anti-Tank Guided Missile close
to completion.

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of India had
allowed IDFC to exit the IDFC First Bank.
In a regulatory filing made to the BSE, IDFC
said that the RBI on July 20 clarified that "after
the expiry of lock-in period of 5 years, IDFC
Limited can exit as the promoter of 'IDFC FIRST
Bank Limited'".
Accordingly, the company can now exit as
promoter of IDFC First Bank, as the five year
lock-in period has ended.
The IDFC Bank was created by demerger of
the infrastructure lending business of IDFC to
IDFC Bank in 2015.
"After the lock-in period, the RBI has allowed
IDFC to withdraw as a promoter of IDFC First
Bank. The above clarification could potentially
lead to a reverse merger, which would be beneficial to IDFC Limited shareholders by increasing
shareholder value," said Sonam Chandwani,
Managing Partner at KS Legal & Associates.
"Also, while the suggestions of the internal
working group have not yet been implemented,
the regulations are clear in terms of the holding
company quitting only if it has no other organisations in its fold, paving an alternative road to
departure for corporations like IDFC."

AFTER AAP, BSP TO
FIGHT FOR KHUSHI
WITH EYE ON
BRAHMIN VOTES

Lucknow: With elections round the corner, Khushi Dubey,
the minor widow of Bikru massacre accused Amar Dubey,
has emerged as a mascot for Brahmins and also a symbol of
'atrocities' heaped on the community in recent months.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has been relentlessly seeking the release of Khushi who has been jailed for almost a
year now even though she had no apparent role in the massacre and was married to Amar Dubey, just three days
before the incident.
Amar Dubey was killed in an encounter by the STF, days
after the Bikru massacre in which eight police personnel
were killed on July 3, 2020.
The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), which has now woken
up to play the Brahmin card in the UP elections, has now
announced that the party will fight the legal battle for
Khushi.
BSP MP and senior lawyer, Satish Chandra Mishra, will
seek the release of jailed Khushi who is presently lodged in
a juvenile home in Barabanki.
Her bail application was turned down last week.
Khushi's counsel, Shivakant Dixit, said, "Despite the fact
that the Juvenile Justice Board has confirmed that she is a
minor, she has been denied bail. I welcome the move by
BSP leadership to fight her case."
According to former BSP MLA, Nakul Dubey, the BSP will
do all that is possible to ensure justice for Khushi. It is noteworthy that in the past one year, the BSP has never uttered a
word on the issue.
The BSP has already announced that it will hold a series
of Brahmin conclaves in the state to convince the brahmin
community that their interests lie safe with the BSP.
Satish Chandra Mishra will address these conclaves, the
first of which will be held in Ayodhya later this month.
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madhya pradesh
SECURITY COVER WILL BE ENSURED TO PREGNANT
WOMEN AND THEIR UNBORN CHILD : CM
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Team Absolute |Bhopal

M

tional vaccination rooms, monitoring
rooms, waiting rooms, supervision by
medical officers at vaccination centers
for pregnant women. Guidelines
issued by the Government of India for
the vaccination of pregnant women at
all the centers will be strictly followed.
Chouhan said that possible third
wave of Corona will have to be neutralized by making every effort. For
this, the state government has made
all arrangements in advance. In the
coming days, adequate supply of oxygen will be ensured in the state. Large
scale arrangements have also been
made for beds in hospitals.
Recruitments are being made to meet
the required manpower along with the
construction of medical infrastructure.

Chief Minister has directed all the
ministers in-charge to constantly
monitor the preparations being made
in hospitals in their respective districts. Chouhan informed that Corona
is under control to a large extent in the
state. But we cannot become careless.
While following guidelines of Corona
appropriate behaviour will also have
to be adopted. Chief Minister
informed that today a total of 15
Corona positive cases have been
reported in the state and 20 patients
have recovered and discharged. The
positivity rate has also come down to
0.01 percent. 76 thousand 879 corona
tests were conducted in the state
today.

Covid-19 vaccination of pregnant
mothers of the state from Friday
 There will be provision for additional
vaccination room,
monitoring room,
waiting room, supervision by the medical
officer at the vaccination centres of
pregnant
mothers.Health
Minister informed
that Covid-19 vaccination can be administered to pregnant
women at any time
during pregnancy.
Team Absolute | Bhopal
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ovid-19 vaccination of
pregnant mothers in
the state will start
from Friday July 23. Public
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Prabhuram
Choudhary informed that
from Friday, July 23, the

Covid-19 vaccine would be
provided to pregnant mothers at all government medical colleges, all district hospitals, civil hospitals and
community health centres
in the state. He said that it
would start at 9 in the
morning and vaccination
would be done till 4 in the
evening. There will be provision for additional vaccination room, monitoring
room, waiting room, supervision by the medical officer
at the vaccination centres of
pregnant mothers.
Choudhary informed that
Covid-19 vaccination can be
administered to pregnant
women at any time during
pregnancy. The Covid-19
vaccination of pregnant
women will be done
through "on-site registration". The Covid-19 vaccination of pregnant women
will be done on regular vaccination days (Tuesday and
Friday) in ANC clinics run
at the government health

No death due to oxygen
shortage in MP: Choudhary
Team Absolute |Bhopal

M

adhya Pradesh
Health Minister
Prabhuram
Choudhary on Wednesday
claimed that there has been
no death on account of shortage of medical oxygen in the
state.The statement came a
day after the Union government told the Rajya Sabha
that no deaths due to lack of
oxygen were "specifically
reported" by the states and
Union Territories during the
second COVID-19 wave this
year."There was no death due
to shortage of oxygen,"
Choudhary told reporters
here.Asked about social
media posts about COVID-19
patients suffering due to lack
of oxygen, he said, "It is true

Kamal Nath seeks probe into Pegasus
snooping case by Supreme Court judge
Addressing a press conference in Bhopal, the former State
Chief Minister also said the Centre should file an affidavit
in the Supreme Court that it did not use this spyware.

C

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that the Covid-19
vaccine is a very powerful and
effective way to prevent Corona. So far
more than 2.5 crore people have been
vaccinated in the state. We have decided that now pregnant women and
their unborn child should be provided
with the protective shield of the vaccine while the vaccination campaign is
on. For this, the Covid-19 vaccination
session will start in the state from July
23.
Chouhan informed in a tweet that
Covid-19 vaccination is a strong protective shield for pregnant women and
their unborn child. State level vaccination is being started to protect pregnant women from getting Corona
infected and to increase their immunity. In this special campaign starting
from July 23, Chouhan has appealed
to all sections to be active in providing
security cover to pregnant women just
as people had shown enthusiasm for
vaccination in the past so that 100 percent target can be achieved on time.
In a special Covid-19 vaccination
campaign starting from July 23, vaccines will be administered to pregnant
women at all government medical colleges, all district hospitals, civil hospitals and community health centers.
Arrangements will be made for addi-

Bhopal, Thursday, July 22, 2021

that there were problems
with the availability of oxygen, but the state government ensured supply."
Reacting to the Union government's claim, state
Congress chief Kamal Nath
on Tuesday had said on
Twitter that it was "a cruel
joke on the families who lost
their loved ones due to short
supply of oxygen."
Incidentally, Rajesh Tope,
health minister of neighbouring Maharashtra, too said on
Wednesday that there had
been no deaths on account of
oxygen shortage in his
state.Madhya Pradesh has so
far reported 10,512 deaths
due to COVID-19 though the
opposition Congress has
accused the BJP government
of hiding the real figure.

institutions. For this, three
rooms and other arrangements have been ensured
near the ANC clinic as per
the SOP of the Government
of India. He said that the
pregnant women coming to
government health institutions on other days can also
be vaccinated against
Covid-19. Choudhary
informed that the tele-caller
of Suman Help Desk would
contact the women who got
vaccinated for 20 days and
obtain health related information. DHO-1/DIO will be
informed if there are signs
of danger. Adverse symptoms can occur up to 20
days after the Covid-19 vaccination, arrangements
have been made for their
quick monitoring and management. Health Minister
said that health department
team have been instructed
to compulsorily follow the
guidelines issued after vaccination to avoid the risk of
any side effects.

adhya Pradesh Congress chief
Kamal Nath on Wednesday
termed the alleged snooping of
politicians and journalists by the Israeli
spyware Pegasus as the "biggest attack
on the privacy" of people and demanded a probe into it by a sitting judge of
the Supreme Court.
Addressing a press conference in
Bhopal, the former State Chief Minister
also said the Centre should file an affidavit in the Supreme Court that it did
not use this spyware.
He alleged that the spyware was also
used for toppling the previous JD(S)Congress government in Karnataka.
Besides, the Central government
also made efforts to "buy" MLAs in
Rajasthan, he charged.
He further said WhatsApp had written a letter to Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra that her
(WhatsApp) account was under surveillance.
"The Pegasus spyware snoops on

CM PLANTS GULMOHAR SAPLING;
EXTENDS EID GREETINGS

every thing in a phone, including
mails, messages and passwords," he
claimed.The government should also
clarify whether such softwares of other
companies were also purchased or not,
he said.Nath said the Indian media
could be suppressed, but the international media has exposed the snooping

MP first to install Digital
locks on milk tankers
MP State Co-operative Dairy Federation will install digital locks and vehicle tracking systems in the tankers collecting milk. While reviewing the activities of Dairy Federation today,
Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development Minister Prem Singh Patel said that Madhya
Pradesh will be the first state in the country to do so.
Team Absolute | Bhopal

T
Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan planted
Gulmohar sapling in Smart Garden today. Chief Minister
plants a sapling every day in fulfilment of his resolve.
Chouhan extended warm wishes and greetings to the people on the auspicious occasion of Eid.
Gulmohar is considered one of the most beautiful trees
in the world. Flowers blooming in large clusters among the
well-ordered leaves of Gulmohar provide a distinct attraction to this tree. In summer, instead of leaves, Gulmohar
trees are laden with flowers. It is also rich in medicinal
properties.

EID-UL-ZUHA BEING
CELEBRATED FOLLOWING
COVID PROTOCOL
Bhopal:In Madhya Pradesh, Eid-ul-Zuha is being
celebrated following Covid protocol. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has extended best wishes to the
people of the state on the occasion. Chief Minister
urged people of the state to celebrate the festival of Eidul-Zuha with peace and harmony while following the
Corona protocol.
Active cases in the state stands at 190. No new death
reported yesterday. The toll stood at 10,512. AIR
Bhopal Correspondent reports that the State reported
19 new cases of Covid while 31 patients recovered from
infection.
Bhopal reported 7, Indore reported 4 , Gwalior 3,
and Katni, Narsinghpur, Rajgarh , Seoni, Shivpuri districts reported one each positive case. More than 72
thousand samples were tested. The positivity rate is
0.02 percent while 3,977 persons were administered
the vaccine during the day.

o prevent adulteration
in milk tankers, MP
State Co-operative
Dairy Federation will install
digital locks and vehicle
tracking systems in the
tankers collecting milk.
While reviewing the activities of Dairy Federation
today, Animal Husbandry
and Dairy Development
Minister Prem Singh Patel
said that Madhya Pradesh
will be the first state in the
country to do so. Patel said
that complaints of adulteration in milk tankers were
being received for a long
time. This will effectively
check adulteration and
maintain the quality of milk.
Additional Chief Secretary
JN Kansotia, Managing

M

any schemes are being run by the
government for the educational
and economic development of students belonging to backward classes and
minorities in the state. Lakhs of students are
getting benefited from these schemes.
Backward Classes and Minorities Welfare,
Tribal Welfare Minister Ramkhelawan Patel
informed that along with various scholarship schemes, hostels, incentives and preexamination training are also being provided to these classes.
The state government is running post
matric and state scholarship scheme is for
backward class students. In the financial
year 2020-21, 6 lakh 81 thousand students
were registered on the scholarship portal
under the Backward Classes Post Matric
Scholarship Scheme. Also, 489 crore scholarships were sanctioned and distributed to

three lakh 54 thousand students. Under the
Backward Classes State Scholarship
Scheme, more than 215 crore scholarships
were sanctioned to 31 lakh 95 thousand students. In the financial year 2021-22, an
amount of Rs 165 crore was transferred to
the School Education Department. As many
55 students including new and renewed
were benefitted by sanctioning an amount
of Rs 13 crore 33 lakh for foreign studies.
During 2020-21, applications of 11 lakh 5
thousand 687 minority students were
approved by the Government of India and
Rs 37 crore 31 lakh were sanctioned under
the Minority Pre-matric Scholarship
Scheme. Under the Minority Post-Matric
Scholarship Scheme, an amount of Rs 12
crore 92 lakh was approved by the
Government of India during 2020-21 by
accepting the applications of 20 thousand
120 minority students. Under the Minority
Merit-cum-Means Scholarship Scheme, the

Director Shamshuddin and
senior officers were present
in the meeting.Patel
informed that in April-June,
2021, 8 lakh 35 thousand 959
liters of milk was collected
by the DugdhSanghs of the
state. Of these, 2 lakh 87
thousand 333 by Bhopal
Dugdh Sangh, 3 lakh 12
thousand 369 by Indore
Dugdh Sangh, one lakh 37
thousand 122 by Ujjain
Dugdh Sangh, 22 thousand
290 by Gwalior Dugdh
Sangh, 49 thousand 285 by

Jabalpur Dugdh Sangh and
27 thousand 560 liters of
milk was collected by
Bundelkhand Dugdh Sangh.
During this period, 5 lakh 99
thousand 810 liters of milk
was sold by the
DugdhSanghs, out of which
2 lakh 82 thousand 299 liters
was sold by Bhopal Dugdh
Sangh and 2 lakh 11 thousand by Indore Dugdh
Sangh. The 2 lakh 36 thousand 149 liters of milk that
remained after sale was sent
to other states.

Potholes claims 2 lives in
two separate accidents
Team Absolute |Mandleshwar

P

otholes on PHE-Jalud
Fata proved to be fatal
for two in Mnadleshwar,
who lost their lives in seperate incidents on Barwah
Road on Tuesday night.
In the first incident, Rahul
Patidar,30, who was going
from Mandleshwar to
Dhargaon, collided head on
with a trawler parked roadside. Locals rushed him to
the Government Hospital
Mandleshwar from where he
was referred to Khargone as
his condition was critical.

The family members decided
to take him to Indore instead
of Khargone. However, Rahul
was declared dead on his way
to Indore. Police have registered a case and confiscated
the trawler.The second accident happened near

Steps taken for the welfare of backward classes
and minorities :Minister Ramkhelawan Patel
Team Absolute |Bhopal

case on the basis of their research.
He said the Centre is denying the
charges of snooping through the
Pegasus spyware.The Union government should clarify whether it (the
spyware) was purchased for the
"national security or Modi security", he
said.
Nath said the Centre should "file an
affidavit in the Supreme Court that it
had not obtained this spyware and its
license from the Israel-based NSO
(company)"."This alleged snooping is
the biggest attack on privacy...an investigation should also be carried out into
the matter by a sitting judge of the
Supreme Court, whose phone was not
snooped upon. The judge should be
appointed (for the probe) with the consent of the opposition parties," the
Congress leader said.Nath noted that
France has already ordered an inquiry
into the alleged spying by Pegasus.
"If (it was) not purchased by the
Indian government, then an inquiry
should be ordered into it, like done by
France and other countries," he said.

Government of India approved the applications of a total of 2204 minority students
during 2020-21 and an amount of Rs.6 crore
31 lakh was sanctioned.
In each district headquarters, there are
100 seater boys and 50 seater girls hostels.
Approval has been given to operate one 50
seater boys hostel and one 50 seater girls
hostel in each development block in a rented building. A 500 seater girls hostel has
been dedicated in Indore. There are 500
seater girls in Jabalpur, 100 seater girls in
Ujjain and 100 seater boys post matric hostel in Ujjain are near completion. The
process of reserving government land and
obtaining estimates for the construction of
500 seater girls hostel at the divisional headquarters Rewa, Ujjain, Sagar, Shahdol and
Hoshangabad is in progress.
In the year 2020-21 in the Union and State
Public Service Commission (Incentive
Scheme), an amount of Rs 15 lakh 60 thou-

sand was given to 36 candidates. A provision
of Rs 40 lakh has been made in the scheme
in the year 2021-22. In the year 2020-21, 91
trainees were provided online pre-examination training for the State Service
Preliminary Examination by the State Level
Employment and Training Center, Bhopal
during Covid period. In the financial year
2021-22, the online/offline training for 100
backward class and 20 minority students is
in progress.One 100 seater minority girls
hostel and two 50 seater girls hostel are running in Bhopal district. 100 seater girls hostels have been constructed in Sheopur,
Khargone, Burhanpur and Rs 127 lakh 78
thousand has been released for 100 seater
girls hostel in Indore district.Proposals
worth about Rs 511 crore have been sent by
the department to the Ministry of Minority
Affairs, Government of India for the year
2021-22 under the Pradhan Mantri JanVikas Karyakram Yojana.

Chauhan Dhaba ahead of
Chhoti Khargone in which an
unknown person died due to
collision with an unknown
vehicle. The identity of the
deceased could not be ascertained till the filing of this
report. Information is also

being collected from the
adjacent police station areas
and a case has been registered. About a month ago,
printmedia had prominently
raised the issue of potholes
on PHE-Jalud Fata. Despite
giving complete information
about the potholes to
MPRDC, no action was taken
to repair the road. MPRDC's
deputy manager Varsha
Awasthi said during the discussion regarding the pits on
the PHE-Jalud Fata after the
accident that the potholes
would be filled in the next
two working days.

State Medical Education Minister
Sarang reached Chennai
Team Absolute|Bhopal

M

edical Education
Minister Vishwas
Kailash Sarang
reached Chennai and met the
Health Minister of Tamil Nadu
M Subramanian. Sarang said, I
am very happy that under the
leadership of M Subramanian,
the health services in the state
of Tamil Nadu are continuously expanding.
Sarang said that he has met
Subramanian, the Health
Minister of Tamil Nadu. He
also said that there have been
no deaths anywhere in Tamil
Nadu due to lack of oxygen.
Sarang said that every system is small in a pandemic,
oxygen was a challenge but it
was not lacking. We procured
600 MT in a day while the consumption was 457 MT.
Regarding vaccination, he said
that 2 crore 60 lakh people

have been vaccinated in
Madhya Pradesh. In Indore
and Bhopal, which are the
biggest hotspots, more than 75
percent people have been vaccinated. It is being ensured
that all people will be vaccinated by December. There is no
shortage of vaccines, enthusiasm is high among people,
more people are reaching in
one session than the number
of people who have to be vaccinated. In the month of June,
11 crore vaccines were given,
which has now been increased
to 13 crores, so there is no
shortage of vaccine.
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Convert Jinnah House into cultural
centre: Mumbai BJP to Shah

MAHARASHTRA HEALTH MINISTER SAYS NO
DEATH IN STATE DUE TO OXYGEN SHORTAGE
Health Minister and senior Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) Rajesh Tope on Wednesday
clarified that there was no record in the State of any death due to shortage of oxygen during the two waves of the pandemic.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

is remarks came in the wake of the Union
Health Ministry's assertion that States
and Union Territories had not provided
any specific information on such deaths.
"We have never said that because of shortage
of oxygen a COVID-19 patient has died in any
hospital in the State… There is no record of any
such case, nor have I made any statement to this
effect… The fatalities that have occurred were
due to co-morbidities or other medical ailments," Tope said.
Despite Tope's assertion, 24 patients, who
were on life support at Nashik's Dr. Zakir
Hussain hospital, had lost their lives in April due
to shortage of oxygen following massive leakage
of the gas from a tanker. At the time, Mr. Tope
had attributed the cause of the tragedy to a valve
malfunction in the tanker, while ordering a
high-level probe to ascertain negligence.
Minister of State (MoS) for Health and Family
Welfare Bharati Pawar had, in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha, said health was a State subject
and that States and UTs reported cases and
fatalities to the Centre as per the detailed guidelines issued by the Union Health Ministry.
"Accordingly, all States and UTs report cases
and deaths to the Union Health Ministry on a
regular basis. However, no deaths due to lack of
oxygen have been specifically reported by States
and UTs," Pawar had said, responding to the

H

question on whether COVID-19 patients had
died on roads and in hospitals due to oxygen
shortage. In her reply, Pawar however said there
was an unprecedented surge in demand for
medical oxygen during the second wave and it
peaked at nearly 9,000 MT compared to 3,095
MT in the first wave following which the Centre
had to step in to facilitate equitable distribution
among the States.Given that an alleged shortage
is believed to have resulted in several fatalities
in Delhi and other parts of the country at the
height of the lethal "second wave", Pawar's statement has drawn strong criticism from the
Opposition parties, which have hinted at the

ISKCON & DBSKKV University join hands to revolutionize
Agriculture & Farming in Maha's Palghar
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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nternational Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) and Dr.
Balasaheb Sawant Kokan
Krishi Vidhyapeeth
(DBSKKV) of Dapoli in
Ratnagiri district have joined
hands to bring about
Agricultural reforms and
change patterns of farming in
Palghar district of
Maharashtra, considered to
be a backward area of the
state in Agricultural farming.
The effort made by the two
organizations in this regard is
to introduce new avenues for
Adivasi farmers of Palghar
district. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed between ISKCON and
DBSKKV today at Govardhan
Eco Village located in Wada
taluka, about 100 kms from
Mumbai. "The MoU entails
partnership between the two
sides for a period of five years

Centre's failure to supply oxygen. Interestingly,
Tope's coalition colleague, Shiv Sena MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut, said people whose
kin had died due to oxygen shortage during the
second wave should "take the Union government to court." "Many people have died due to
oxygen shortage in several States. Their relatives
should take the Union government to court…do
these people [the relatives] even believe the
Centre's response in Parliament?" said Mr. Raut,
whose party is in alliance with the NCP and the
Congress in Maharashtra.State Surveillance
Officer Pradeep Awatesaid that while patients
had undoubtedly died of oxygen shortage in
parts of the country, there was no provision for
authorities to report deaths in such a manner."While it is true that there have been fatalities due to oxygen shortage, hospitals usually
report deaths giving medical causes…they do
not specifically say a patient died owing to a
shortage of oxygen," said Awate.
A senior district official said the problem in
attributing such deaths explicitly to oxygen
shortage involved legal problems.
"A death due to 'oxygen deficit' usually occurs
in cases of choking or drowning and is considered culpable homicide not amounting to murder. If one says COVID-19 patients have died in
a hospital due to oxygen shortage, then it would
involve a police or government probe and a case
would have to be lodged," said the official,
requesting anonymity.

The historic Jinnah House, located
at Malabar Hill, was once the
Mumbai home of barrister-cumpolitician Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
who founded Pakistan, became its
first Governor-General and is
revered as the 'Quaid-e-Azam' by
the neighbouring country.
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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he Bharatiya Janata Party's Mumbai unit
has urged Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to convert the historic 'Jinnah
House' in Mumbai into a South Asia Centre
for Arts & Culture (SACAC), a BJP leader said
here on Wednesday.
BJP city chief MP Lodha called on Shah in
New Delhi and submitted a memorandum on
the demand as part of the Centre's plans to
auction 9,280 evacuee properties belonging to
people who opted to settle in Pakistan postPartition in 1947."I met Amit Shah ji and
requested him to convert the Jinnah House
into an SACAC, as was decided in 2017, and
there is a board put up there to this effect,"
Lodha said.The Centre had handed over the
Jinnah House to the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR) a few years ago. The
historic Jinnah House, located at Malabar Hill,
was once the Mumbai home of barrister-cumpolitician Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who founded Pakistan, became its first GovernorGeneral and is revered as the 'Quaid-e-Azam'
by the neighbouring country.
After Jinnah left India, as per historical
records, he wanted his erstwhile house to be
hired out to a small European family or to a
refined Indian prince with an expected rent of

Monsanto officials were on snoop list as
Maharashtra set up probe for Bt cotton
Team Absolute|New Delhi

where the agriculture
knowhow and modern techniques of farming will be provided by DBSKKV to the beneficiaries of farming community in Palghar district, says
Braj Hari das from ISKCON."
The MoU will bring about
a dynamic change in the agriculture pattern and serve as
revolutionary model in rural
development and life of farmers in Palghar District. It will
open many new avenues for
the Adivasi farmers to
improve their life standard,
according to Dr. S. D. Sawant,
(Vice Chancellor, DBSKKV,
Dapoli). The scientists from
DBSKKV will develop new
research projects on farms in
Palghar and layout experiments in upcoming areas of

agriculture. The MoU was
signed by Dr. Sawant & Dr. P.
M Haldankar of DBSKKV and
Braj Hari Das and Sanat
Kumar Das of ISKCON at
Govardhan Eco Village in
Wada taluka.
Meanwhile, ISKCON's
Govardhan Eco Village and
Bhaktivedanta Hospital in
collaboration with SEWA
International, a US based
(NGO) are undertaking to
help the people in the Palghar
District of Maharashtra to
fight against the impending
third wave of COVID pandemic. Palghar district suffers
from malnutrition and starvation problems hence the third
wave of COVID pandemic is
expected to aggravate this
problem further.

I

n 2018, as probes continued, the phone numbers of six senior officials from Mahyco
Monsanto Biotech (India) Pvt Ltd and
Monsanto India were selected as possible candidates for surveillance, investigations under the
Pegasus Project have revealed, The Wire reported.
A senior government official and scientist at the
Department of Biotechnology who was involved
with the Field Inspection and Scientific Evaluation
Committee (FISEC) was also of interest to an
unidentified Indian client of the NSO group, The
Wire said.
In February 2018, the then Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government in Maharashtra set up a
special investigation team (SIT) to probe companies that were allegedly selling or releasing unapproved herbicide-tolerant (HT) transgenic cotton,
or Bt cotton, seeds in the state. In particular, the
state had accused several seed companies of surreptitiously releasing the seeds in several cottongrowing districts of Maharashtra, and parts of
Gujarat, Telangana and Karnataka.

The resolution forming the SIT specifically mentioned seed giants like Mahyco Monsanto Biotech
(India) Pvt Ltd, Monsanto Holdings Pvt Ltd and
Monsanto India Ltd, and the terms involved
inquiry of the roles of these companies in the
unauthorised production, storage and sale of HtBt
cotton seeds with HT transgenic gene.
The Wire said the employees of Mahyco and
Monsanto who were of interest to an India-focused
client include senior officials, researchers and scientists working with the two companies.
Research into genetically modified (GM) crops

Red alert in Mumbai as IMD predicts heavy rainfall
Team Absolute|Mumbai

"There are two favourable synoptic
situations for heavy to very heavy
rains in Mumbai today and in the
next few days. The offshore trough,
spread from south Gujarat coast to
Karnataka is expected to increase the
intensity of showers," Sarkar said.
The second factor is the "shear
zone" (referring to wind patterns)
developed over Mumbai and the
neighbouring region, he said.
Sarkar said, there will be widespread rainfall over Konkan and central Maharashtra as well.
The Marathwada region is also
expected to receive widespread
showers till Thursday and the rain
intensity is likely to reduce subse-

The Regional
Meteorological Centre of
the India Meteorological
Department issued a
'red alert' for Mumbai,
predicting heavy to very
heavy rainfall in the
country's financial capital on Wednesday.
Heavy rains had battered
the metropolis on
Sunday and Monday as
well.
quently, he said.There is an off-shore
trough running between Maharashtra

Rs 3,000 per month.He had conveyed his
wishes to the then Bombay Province
Governor Sri Prakasa, who was deputed by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, seeking to
know what the Pakistani leader wanted to do
with his former property after Partition.
However, post-Independence, the Jinnah
House, along with thousands of others in the
country, was stamped as an 'Evacuee
Property', and was leased out to the British
Deputy High Commissioner between 19551982.Since then, the Jinnah House is lying
vacant and awaiting a new occupant for the
past four decades.Incidentally, when the then
Pakistan President General Pervez Musharraf
visited India for the Agra Summit in 2001, he
had proposed to then Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee to hand it over for use as
Pakistan's Consulate in Mumbai, but nothing
moved in this direction.Lodha has been pursuing the matter with the Centre for many
years for a final decision on the Jinnah House,
built in 1936 on a prime chunk of 2.50 acres,
while Jinnah's former home on New Delhi's
APJ Abdul Kalam Road has been leased out to
a foreign embassy.The Jinnah House was
linked with several momentous events in the
history of India's Independence. It was the
venue for the critical talks on India's Partition
in September 1944 between Mahatma Gandhi
and Jinnah, and in August 1946, Jinnah held
another round of talks here with Nehru.

and Karnataka, which generally carries moisture-laden westerly winds

from the Arabian Sea to land, another
official from the MeT office said.
In addition to it, there is an eastwest "shear zone cutting across
Maharashtra" and it has been adding
to the prevailing favourable monsoon
conditions, he said."These two synoptic systems are leading to very
heavy rain over Konkan, Goa and
central Maharashtra, especially the
Ghat areas," the official said.
A 'green' alert stands for 'no warning': no action needs to be taken by
the authorities, and the forecast is of
light to moderate rain.
A 'red' alert stands for "warning",
and asks authorities to "take action".
An 'orange' alert indicates that the
authorities are expected to "be prepared".

happens in a vitiated atmosphere in India.
Scientific efforts are typically smothered by
bureaucratic control while some prominent antiGM activists have been accused of spreading pseudoscience. In the last six years in particular,
Maharashtra has seen an exponential rise in the
usage of Bt seeds with the HT transgenic gene. The
seeds, although illegal, are easily available and
accessible to farmers.
The BJP government and its ideological mentor
RSS have advocated against the use of HTBt cotton
seeds, The Wire said.
A senior Monsanto official, who was engaging in
talks with the government in 2018, came to be chosen as a potential Pegasus target in mid-2018.
Speaking on condition of anonymity, the official
told The Wire that their job was to speak to different stakeholders, explaining the company's work.
A few months prior to the formation of the SIT,
in October 2017, the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
had also set up the Field Inspection and Scientific
Evaluation Committee (FISEC), under the
Department of Biotechnology, to probe the proliferation of unlawful seeds.

Pawar asks police, civic authorities to
crack down on illegal birthday hoardings
Team Absolute|Pune

M

aharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar on Wednesday
said the police and civic
authorities are free to take
action against "unauthorised"
hoardings that have been put
up in Pune and Pimpri
Chinchwad to wish him on his
birthday.Scores of hoardings
have been put up in Pune and
neighbouring Pimpri
Chinchwad wishing Pawar
and Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis, who share
a birthday on July 22. Speaking
to reporters in Pimpri

Chinchwad, the Deputy Chief
Minister said, "If the hoardings
are illegal, police should take
action. I did not ask (party
workers and others) to put up
unauthorised hoardings. I am
a man who always abides by
the rules." If these hoardings
are illegal, concerned officials
from the Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation

(PCMC), which is ruled by the
BJP, should initiate action, said
Pawar, who is also the
Guardian Minister of Pune
district.Several hoardings
referring to Fadanvis as the
"architect of new Pune" and
"vikaspurush" (man of development) have been put up by
the BJP supporters and party
workers, while hoardings
terming junior Pawar as "karbhari laybhari" (excellent
administrator) are dotting
Pune city.
The elections of both the
Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad
civic bodies are scheduled to
take place next year.

Governor felicitates Planet Marathi founder AkshayBardapurkar
This platform has dared to do what no one else imagined. It took Marathi content across the seven seas! For his impeccable courage and evangelic business acumen,
Akshay is being awarded with the title of Made In India Icons 2021 at the hands of Honorable Governor of Maharashtra and Goa Bhagat Singh Koshiyari.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

kshayBardapurkar has recently become
the biggest talk of the nation due to his
prodigious and visionary new platform
Planet Marathi OTT -- Ma, Maanaacha,
Marathicha. This is India's first-ever Marathi
OTT platform with over thousand hours of
binge-worthy Marathi content.
This platform has dared to do what no one
else imagined. It took Marathi content across
the seven seas! For his impeccable courage and
evangelic business acumen, Akshay is being
awarded with the title of Made In India Icons
2021 at the hands of Honorable Governor of
Maharashtra and Goa Bhagat Singh Koshiyari.
The award is being hosted by Namo Cine TV
Nirmatta Association. Renowned for its prestigious film and television fraternity forum that
unites producers, actors, directors, and promising talent under one umbrella, Namo Cine TV
Nirmatta Association is hosting the second season of the prestigious Made In India Icons
Awards.

Akshay is known in the Marathi film fraternity for being a dynamic personality. His knack
for business, his love for the art of filmmaking,

and his pride for mother-tongue Marathi
makes him a figurehead. Talking about the
Namo Cine TV Nirmatta Association Award -Made In India Icons 2021 -- Akshay says: "I

have always believed that Marathi films, art,
films and the language itself have a lot to offer.
We, as torchbearers of this legacy, should take
Marathi to a global platform. All my work has
knowingly and unknowingly led me closer and
closer to this vision. It is a moment of gratitude
as my work is being recognised by some of the
most remarkable platforms in our entertainment industry. Receiving Made In India Icons
2021, from the Honorable Governor of
Maharashtra and Goa Shri. Bhagat Singh
Koshiyari is an honor for me. Although awards
are not the sole motivation, this pat on the back
goes a long way in inspiring more pathbreaking
work from our sides."
AkshayBardapurkar's visionary movement of
taking Marathi industry to the OTT platforms
began on June 30, 2021, with the launch of
Planet Marathi OTT. This platform also became
the first-ever OTT that enabled a 'first day - first
show' experience on a digital platform for
Marathi films. Planet Marathi OTT's 'pay-perview' model allows audiences to purchase their
tickets online at a one-time fee with its first film

release "June" starring NehhaPendse and
Siddharth Menon. Powered by Akshay's imminent leadership and Vistas Media Capital's
resourceful investment, Planet Marathi OTT
has become the wind beneath the wings of the
Marathi entertainment industry.
This exemplary achievement called for
recognition. Namo Cine TV Nirmatta
Association awards a memento of appreciation
to Planet Marathi CMD, AkshayBardapurkar as
this year's 'Made In India Icon'. As a producer,
filmmaker, philanthropist and industry leader
in the Marathi OTT space, AkshayBardapurkar,
will be recognised for his valuable contribution
in revolutionising the entertainment experience for the Marathi industry.
Akshay has been a torch-bearer of the
Marathi entertainment industry and this year
has been the nexus of transformation at Planet
Marathi. Namo Cine TV Nirmatta Association
Award -- Made In India Icons 2021, will also
mark as one of the biggest milestones for
Planet Marathi and its visionary leader
AkshayBardapurkar.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

Covid on positive note

W

hile the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted the way organisations
worked, it led to the inclusion of
flexibility and collaboration, besides productivity, in a world where there is
remote and physical work, experts said
here. The last few months completely
changed where, when and how we work.
The pandemic necessitated the need to
empower employees to thrive in a hybrid
environment, and maintain the balance
between productivity and flexibility, the
experts discussed at Microsoft's second
edition of a curated dialogue series with
industry experts on 'The Future of Work'.
According to the Microsoft Work Trend
Index survey, 74 per cent of employees in
India want flexible remote work options,
while at the same time, 73 per cent of
employees also want more in-person
work or collaboration. The experts also
highlighted the role of technology in driving collaboration, inclusion, accessibility
and engagement in a hybrid workspace.
"Technology has been the single most significant enabler of work during the pandemic and will have a defining role in the
future of work. Flexible working arrangements have come to stay. It is also clear
that there is no one-size-fits-all. Remote
working and hybrid working have different nuances, and their success depends
on how you make it work," said Saurabh
Govil, President and Chief Human
Resources Officer at Wipro. It is noted
that a hybrid environment has made it a
lot more easier for women joining work
from breaks and for people with disabilities. The pandemic has increasingly
inspired people to start thinking about
the advantages that hybrid work has
provided but also made us more sensitive
to the challenges. However, amidst all
these changes, it is important to ensure
that the new working models do not
impact the organizational culture, the
experts said.

Asad Mirza
or most political parties, sociologists and psephologists
what a common Indian on the street thinks matters most.
It is an insight into a common mans psyche, which allows
them to strategies and formulate new plans and narratives.
Though the political parties are able to set the narrative for
their own narrow agendas yet they are unable to control the
common perceptions and thinking among the populace.
Studies like a recent one by the US-based Pew Research
Centre's Survey of Religion across India, helps not just the narrative formulators but also offers a peep into the common
man's psyche. The recent Pew study based on nearly 30,000
face-to-face interviews of adults conducted in 17 languages
between late 2019 and early 2020 (pre-COVID-19), finds that
Indians of all religious backgrounds overwhelmingly say they
are very free to practice their faiths.
Religious Tolerance
Indians see religious tolerance as a central part of who they
are as a nation. Across the major religious groups, most people
say it is very important to respect all religions to be "truly
Indian". And tolerance is a religious as well as a civic value:
Indians are united in the view that respecting other religions is
a very important part of what it means to be a member of their
own religious community.
Yet, despite sharing certain values and religious beliefs e as
well as living in the same country, under the same constitution
e members of India's major religious communities often don't
feel they have much in common with one another. The majority of Hindus see themselves as very different from Muslims
(66 per cent), and most Muslims return the sentiment, saying
they are very different from Hindus (64 per cent).
Tolerance
Indians, then, simultaneously express enthusiasm for religious tolerance and a consistent preference for keeping their
religious communities in segregated spheres meaning they
live together yet separately. These two sentiments may seem
paradoxical, but for many Indians they are not.
Indeed, many take both positions, saying it is important to
be tolerant of others and expressing a desire to limit personal
connections across religious lines. Indians who favour a religiously segregated society also overwhelmingly emphasise
religious tolerance as a core value.
In other words, Indians' concept of religious tolerance does
not necessarily involve the mixing of religious communities.
While people in some countries may aspire to create a "melting pot" of different religious identities, many Indians seem to
prefer a country more like a patchwork fabric, with clear lines
between groups.
This is what I ascribe to the syncretic Indian values, which
you'll not be able to see in any western society. The Indians in
spite of all differences and antagonisms try to view themselves
as colours of a rainbow, which India is and this is what makes
India, united.
Dimensions of Hindu nationalism in India
The survey reports that Hindus tend to see their religious
identity and Indian national identity as closely intertwined:
Nearly two-thirds of Hindus (64%) say it is very important to
be Hindu to be "truly" Indian.
Most Hindus (59 per cent) also link Indian identity with

F

Half of Australians
in lockdown again

Canberra|Agencies

A

resisted calls to apologise. "No country
has got their pandemic response 100
per cent. I think Australians understand
that," he told reporters on Wednesday.
He again cited Australia's success in
keeping overall infections well below
many nations. It has recorded 915
deaths. Morrison noted that the UK had
seen over 90 deaths in a single day on
Tuesday. But Labor frontbencher Jim
Chalmers said: "This is a prime minister who hides while people hurt."

Pakistan's economic situation
changing now: Imran
Islamabad|Agencies

P

rime Minister Imran
Khan has said that without the spirit of sacrifice, a nation could not aspire
to achieve development as
the very human essence had
a global significance, adding
the economic situation with
which the country was confronted, had been changing
now.
In a message on the occasion of Eid, the prime minister conveyed his felicitations
to the citizens of Pakistan,
and the Muslim world, The
Nation reported on
Wednesday. The country's
economy was put on the
right track and as a result of
government's steps, the economic indicators were showing positive trends, he added.
The prime minister said
through different schemes
launched by his government,
the people were being provided with relief.
The day was not far, he
resolved, when Pakistan

Until recently, Australia had been
largely praised for its strategy of border
closures, quarantine programmes and
snap lockdowns. But the highly contagious Delta variant has challenged
these defences in the past month.
The outbreak in Sydney - Australia's
largest city - has infected more than
1,500 people. Officials reported 110
new cases on Wednesday, despite the
city's fourth week of lockdown.
Residents must not leave their
homes except for grocery shopping,
exercise and other essential reasons.
There are fears Sydney's lockdown
could extend into September, after
modelling showed the city may be
months from eliminating cases. South
Australians will endure seven days at
home after five cases of the Delta variant were found. Victoria -- which saw
22 new infections on Wednesday -- will
keep its lockdown until at least
Tuesday.

being able to speak Hindi. And these two dimensions of
national identity e being able to speak Hindi and being a
Hindu e are closely connected. Among Hindus who say it is
very important to be Hindu to be truly Indian, almost 80 per
cent also say it is very important to speak Hindi to be truly
Indian.
Overall, among those who voted in the 2019 elections,
three-in-10 Hindus take all three positions: saying it is very
important to be Hindu to be truly Indian; saying the same
about speaking Hindi; and casting their ballot for the BJP.
Indian Muslims
Vast majority of India's Muslims say Indian culture is superior. Today, India's Muslims almost unanimously say they are
very proud to be Indian (95 per cent), and they express great
enthusiasm for Indian culture: Eighty-five per cent agree with
the statement that "Indian people are not perfect, but Indian
culture is superior to others".
Overall, one-in-five Muslims say they have personally faced
religious discrimination recently, but views vary by region.
Relatively few Muslims say their community faces "a lot" of
discrimination in India (24 per cent). In fact, the share is similar to the share of Hindus who say Hindus face widespread
religious discrimination in India (21 per cent).
In addition, most Muslims across the country (65 per cent),
along with an identical share of Hindus (65 per cent), see communal violence as a very big national problem.
Muslims' desire for religious segregation does not preclude
tolerance of other groups e again similar to the pattern seen
among Hindus. Indeed, a majority of Muslims who favour separate religious courts for their community say religious diversity benefits India.
South v/s North
The survey consistently found that people in the South (the
states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana, and the union territory of Puducherry) differ from
Indians elsewhere in the country in their views on religion,
politics and identity.For example, by a variety of measures,
people in the South are somewhat less religious than those in
other regions e 69 per cent say religion is very important in

SL MUSLIM WOMEN
ALLOWED TO GET
MARRIED UNDER
REGULAR LAW
Colombo: Breaking the
archaic 1951 law, the Sri
Lanka Cabinet has allowed
Muslim women to get
married under ordinary
law - the Marriage
Registration Ordinance in
Sri Lanka,.
Muslim female activists
and scholars have fought
for decades against the
Muslim Marriages and
Divorce Act (MMDA)
under which Muslim girls
were allowed to enter
wedlock. They charged
that the law leads to child
brides and other violation
of their rights. The
activists have claimed the
women in their community were not even allowed
to sign their own marriage
contracts under MMDA.
In place of the bride, the
marriage contract is
signed by "Bride's Wali" or
a male guardian of the
bride. The activists also
have stated that MMDA
gave room for forced marriages to take place.

their lives, versus 92 per cent in the Central part of the country.
Hindu nationalist sentiments also appear to have less of a
foothold in the South. Among Hindus, those in the South (42
per cent) are far less likely than those in Central states (83 per
cent) or the North (69 per cent) to say being Hindu is very
important to be truly Indian. And in the 2019 parliamentary
elections, the BJP's lowest vote share came from the South. In
the survey, just 19 per cent of Hindus in the region say they
voted for the BJP, compared with roughly two-thirds in the
Northern (68 per cent) and Central (65 per cent) parts of the
country who say they voted for the ruling party.
Other contentious issues
Most Indian Muslims opposed triple talaq. Fifty-six per cent
said Muslim men should not be allowed to divorce this way.
Still, 37 per cent of Indian Muslims say they support triple
talaq, with Muslim men (42 per cent) more likely than Muslim
women (32 per cent) to take this position. A majority of
Muslim women (61 per cent) opposed triple talaq.
Similarly many Indians, across a range of religious groups,
say it is very important to stop people in their community from
marrying into other religious groups. Roughly two-thirds of
Hindus in India want to prevent inter-religious marriages of
Hindu women (67 per cent) or Hindu men (65 per cent). Even
larger shares of Muslims feel similarly: Eighty per cent say it is
very important to stop Muslim women from marrying outside
their religion, and 76 per cent say it is very important to stop
Muslim men from doing so.The survey throws up many findings which may sound contradictory and unbelievable, yet
they represent the true feelings of Indians, however convoluted they may be. And this contradictory yet assimilating feeling
is what makes India what it is.
(Asad Mirza is a political commentator based in New
Delhi. He writes on Muslims, educational, international
affairs, interfaith and current affairs. The views expressed
are personal)

international

UK, France agree deal on
English Channel crossings
London|Agencies

F

rance will double the number of police
patrolling its beaches as part of a deal
with the UK to stem the number of
migrants crossing the English Channel, the
media reported citing officials.
The UK will pay more than 54 million
pounds as part of the deal agreed between
ministers, the BBC reported on Wednesday.
The Home Office said the two countries
would also improve intelligence sharing and
use better technology to target those who
organise the crossings. The number of people
crossing the Channel this year has now overtaken last year's total.
A group of migrants was seen arriving at
Dover on Wednesday morning, bringing the
total number this year to more than the 8,461
who made the crossing in 2020.
On Monday, at least 430 migrants crossed
the Channel -- a record for one day. The previous daily high of 416 was set in September
last year. The Home Office said on Tuesday
that 287 people had landed in the UK.
On Tuesday, UK Home Secretary Priti Patel
and French interior minister Gerald
Darmanin agreed to "strengthen co-operation".
The Home Office said UK support last year
helped France double the number of officers

deployed daily on the beaches of its northern
coast.
It said this resulted in France preventing
twice as many crossings so far this year compared with the same period in 2020.
However, it said the people who facilitated
the crossings had now changed their tactics
and had moved further up the French coast,
"forcing migrants to take even longer, riskier
journeys".
The new support announced by the UK
would enable France "to respond by posting
more security forces further up the coast,
installing and utilising the latest surveillance
equipment throughout northern France", the
Home Office said. Home Office minister
Victoria Atkins said the extra funding would
"help to stem the flow of people seeking to
make that very dangerous crossing".

Afghan Prez warns Taliban on links with LeT, Jaish, Al-Qaeda
Kabul|Agencies

A
would be standing equally in
the ranks of developed countries and the whole nation
would feel pride among the
comity of nations.
The prime minister said
sacrificing an animal on this
holy festival manifested that
a person has to sacrifice
human desires for the
achievement of the highest
ideals.Such a passion generated a quality in humans that
would not let them side-track
from the right path, he said
on Tuesday.
Khan opined that it was
the passion which helped the
Pakistani nation to save itself
from the global coronavirus
pandemic with wisdom,
national strategy and
patience.
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Coexistence, a unifying factor for Indians

Covid-19:

nger is growing in Australia as 13
million people -- about half the
nation's population, endure fresh
lockdowns to deal with the Covid-19
outbreaks. Many people have expressed
frustration at being back in the highly
policed lockdowns 18 months into the
pandemic.
A third state, South Australia, joined
Victoria and parts of New South Wales
in lockdown on Tuesday. Fewer than 14
per cent of Australians are vaccinated the worst rating among OECD nations,
the BBC reported.
Australia's two biggest cities, Sydney
and Melbourne, are among places facing uncertainty over when to re-open.
Re-openings in the UK and the US
have increased pressure on the federal
government.Prime Minister Scott
Morrison has been heavily criticised
over the slow vaccination rate, but has

Bhopal, Thursday, July 22, 2021

fghanistan President Ashraf Ghani has
asked the Taliban whether they want
foreign fighters like Lashkar-e-Taiba,
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Al-Qaeda to turn
Afghanistan into a battleground for "foreign
terrorist", Pajhwok News reported.
He said that Afghan people do not know
what the Taliban has promised to these
groups, but they would not allow their
country to become a battleground for terrorist groups.
Ghani said that the Taliban are not committed to peace, and hinted at a new plan to
change the situation, saying political interference in the security sector was behind
the fall of some areas.
After offering Eid prayers at the
Presidential palace, Ghani paid tributes to
the security forces, saying they have rendered great sacrifices and this year's Eid is
named "Soldier's Eid".
Ghani, referring to the visit of a delegation led by Abdullah Abdullah, head of the
National Reconciliation Council, to Doha
and two days of talks with Taliban representatives there, said the government sent the

delegation to Qatar to try for peace.
As per the report, he accused the Taliban
of having no intention of making peace.
"If you are Afghans, come and unite within the framework of Afghanism. Do you
have a positive message for the people of
Afghanistan, especially women," he asked,

as per the report.hani said the Afghan government had released 5,000 Taliban prisoners, but most of them went to the battlefield.
"It was a mistake to release 5,000 prisoners because the Taliban have not yet started
peace talks," he said.
According to the President, the nation

should now ask the Taliban why they are
destroying facilities, conducting kangaroo
trials and planting bombs, the report said.
Ghani said the Taliban have destroyed
260 public buildings and if they are true
Afghans, they should stop destroying public
property and not damage people's homes.
In the last two months, many districts
have fallen to the Taliban in Afghanistan.
Some claim that the districts were handed
over to the Taliban under a deal.
ut Ghani said: "The fall of some areas was
not a deal and the names of those who have
made the deal will be challenged hundreds
of years later."
As per the report, Ghani said the handover of areas by security forces to the
armed opposition was an insult to the
"sacred uniform" and that he, as the commander of the armed forces, did not accept
that politicians should interfere in the security sector."The security sector should be
safe from the interference of politicians and
appointments and changes in the sector
should be based on merit, not on the orders
of politicians, because the interference of
politicians has led to the collapse of some
areas," Ghani added.

hollywood
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Shailene
Woodley is in
no rush to get
married
Los Angeles | Agencies
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ig Little Lies" actress Shailene Woodley, who confirmed her
engagement to National Football League (NFL) star Aaron
Rodgers in February, says she is in no rush to get married. "There's no wedding planning happening. There's no rush.
We've got no rush," Woodley told "Entertainment Tonight",
reports femalefirst.co.uk. The actress will next be seen in
the romantic film "The Last Letter From Your Lover". The
film is set in the 1960s and sees her character Jennifer
story in
embroiled in a love triangle with husband Laurence
different horror a cast
ith
(Joe Alwyn) and her admirer Anthony (Callum
each episode w t Bomer,
at
Turner). She said she jumped at the chance to work
that includes M
erra
with director Augustine Frizzell in the film, because it
Gavin Greel, Si
d Paris
was a project that appealed to her love of "love". She said:
McCormick an
"I love love and I love Augustine. I had met Augustine a few
Jackson.
r
ro
or
H
months prior to reading the script and I really just fell in love
With "American
erican
with her entire being and what she was about and the way she
Story" and "Am th in probo
saw the world and I thought she was just a really groovy, unique
Horror Stories" s been some
ha
chick in this industry." "I got sent the script, because she was
duction, there hich of the
w
involved, and fell in love with the storyline and fell in love with
confusion as to
n.
w
do
ut
sh
specifically the two characters of Anthony and Jennifer because there's
shows had been line.com, it is
ad
such a deep intrinsic connection between the two of them, and it
According to de
s.
seems like life wanted them to stay apart. That's how I got
the original serie
hooked," the actress added. Woodley had recently explained
that she and Rodgers initially kept their romance out of
the spotlight, but chose to confirm their engagement because they didn't want someone else to do it for them.

TOMORROW X TOGETHER ANNOUNCE NEW
ALBUM 'THE CHAOS CHAPTER: FIGHT OR ESCAPE'

'She's a
grown K
woman'

Seoul | Agencies

PARIS HILTON CONTINUES TO
SUPPORT BRITNEY SPEARS
AMID HER CONSERVATORSHIP BATTLE AND REITERATES
THAT THE SINGER NEEDS TO BE 'FREED' FROM IT
Los Angeles | Agencies

P

aris Hilton has once again
thrown her support behind
Britney Spears and has said her
conservatorship needs to end as she
is a 'grown woman'. The socialite, 40,
made the declaration to TMZ while
making her way to the Fia Restaurant
in Santa Monica with her sister Nicky
on Monday. When asked for her
thoughts on the singer's ongoing conservatorship battle, Paris said: 'Free
Britney, sending her all the love in the
world.'
Paris was also asked if she felt
Britney's dad Jamie should end the
conservatorship, and she reiterated:

-pop's fourth generation 'It boys', Tomorrow X
Together, popular as TXT, have announced a
new album, "The Chaos Chapter: Fight Or
Escape", slated to drop on August 17.
"The Chaos Chapter: Fight Or Escape" is a repackage of the band's latest album released in May, "The
Chaos Chapter: Freeze", which depicted teenagers
who have frozen as a response to the onslaught of
the world."The Chaos Chapter: Freeze" featured
eight tracks including title track "0X1=LOVESONG (I
Know I Love You) feat. Seori" and the band's first
English song "Magic".Following its release, the
album debuted at number 5 on the Billboard 200

and its English track "Magic" became the #1 Most
Added on Mediabase Top 40 Add Board on June 1.
Awaiting their August release, Tomorrow X
Together revealed a promotion calendar that details
key release dates for "The Chaos Chapter: Fight Or
Escape".The calendar first announces the hashtag
event "#LOOKBACK_MOA" for July 23, followed by
two versions of concept clips and photos, as well as
various teaser content including a tracklist, album
preview, and music video teasers.
TXT are a quintet comprising Yeonjun, Soobin,
Beomgyu, Taehyun and Hueningkai. They made
their debut in March 2019 with their maiden mini
album titled "The Dream Chapter: Star". They call
their fan base MOA, or Moments Of Alwaysness.

'Yes, she's a grown woman.'
The TV personality has given
unwavering support to Britney during
her ordeal, and did so earlier this
month during a sit down with Gigi
Gorgeous and Nats Getty for her This
is... podcast, reports dailymail.co.uk.
Paris admitted that Britney's latest
public testimony was 'hard to hear,'
but called the singer 'incredibly brave
and an inspiration' as she stood
strong with the #FreeBritney movement to end her conservatorship.
Britney gave an emotional, 23-minute
testimony during a hearing in a Los
Angeles court on June 23 where she
pleaded with Judge Brenda Penny for
freedom.

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

GABBY LOGAN
CELEBRATES 20TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
WITH HUSBAND KENNY
London: She married the former
Scotland international rugby union
player on July 19, 2001.
And on Tuesday, Gabby Logan,
48, celebrated her 20th wedding
anniversary with husband Kenny,
49, as she took to Instagram to
share throwbacks from their big
day, and the moment he proposed.
The TV presenter gushed: 'Aren't
we lucky' as she took a trip down
memory lane in the social media
upload.Gabby also included sweet

Jonas Brothers virtually
promote Olympicsthemed special

'Aren't we lucky!'
Los Angeles | Agencies

T

he Jonas Brothers appeared on The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon on Tuesday to promote their upcoming
Olympics-themed show. The trio appeared virtually to
plug Olympic Dreams Featuring Jonas Brothers that airs
Wednesday on NBC. Joe, 31, started by showing host Jimmy,
46, that he was eating a pint of Ben & Jerry's Tonight Show ice
cream, reports dailymail.co.uk.Jimmy then asked the brothers if
they were excited to go back on tour. Kevin, 33 raised his fists
that he was and then Nick shared his thoughts.'We were basically one of the last tours to go out pre Covid and we will be one
of the first ones back outdoors in front of our fans again. It is
just going to be a dream come true after what has been a wild
ride,' Nick, 28, said. 'Hope to see you at a show if you can make
it. Yeah, I've been to one,' Jimmy said

black-and-white snaps of herself
and Kenny, including a more
recent snap of them together on a
hike. She captioned the post:
'Twenty years of loving, living and
laughing. Aren't we lucky. Happy
Anniversary my love @kennylogan11. A former international gymnast, Gabby began her broadcasting career in radio in 1992 before
joining Sky Sports in 1996 and ITV
in 1998. She met Kenny a year later,
reports dailymail.co.uk.
In Kenny's tell-all autobiography, Just For Kicks, he recalled the
moment he laid eyes on his future
wife vividly - and admitted it was
love at first sight.

Lala Kent
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Olympics: USA stunned as women's
football tournament gets underway
Tokyo | Agencies

Covid watch

T

itle favorite the United
States were stunned 3-0 by
Sweden as the womens
football tournament of the
Tokyo Olympics kicked off
on Wednesday. The world champion
is seeking revenge against Sweden for
their defeat in the quarterfinals five
years ago at the Rio Olympics. But the
Swedish side made full use of its
advantage in the air in all three goals.
Two goals from Stina Blackstenius
and one from substitute Lina Hurtig
handed Sweden a convincing victory,
reports Xinhua. U.S. head coach
Vlatko Andonovski said the defeat was
unexpected but admitted that his
team was outperformed by Sweden in
many aspects.In the other match of
Group G, Australia scored two firsthalf goals to beat New Zealand 2-1. In
Group F, both Brazil and the
Netherlands claimed landslide victories against their respective opponents. Legendary striker Marta scored
twice to help Brazil ease past China 50, while World Cup runner-up the
Netherlands crushed Zambia 10-3. In
Group E, striker Ellen White scored a
brace as Great Britain defeated Chile
2-0, while host Japan salvaged a late
goal against Canada to tie 1-1.

SHOOTER AMBER HILL
WITHDRAWN AFTER
TESTING POSITIVE
London:
British
skeet

CZECH TT PLAYER SIRUCEK TO MISS GAMES
Tokyo: The International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) said
on Wednesday that Pavel Sirucek from the Czech Republic
had tested positive for COVID-19 and become the first table
tennis player to withdraw from the Tokyo Olympics. The news
was released ahead of the draws for the Olympic competitions, which were made in the Tokyo Metropolitan
Gymnasium. The 28-year-old men's team player, ranked 52nd
in the latest world rankings, had qualified for the singles competition through the European qualification.

shooter
Amber
Hill has
withdrawn
from the
upcoming Tokyo Olympics after
testing positive for COVID-19. She
tested positive for the virus in the
United Kingdom before departing
for Tokyo. The 23-year-old Amber,
ranked No 1 in the world, was due
to compete in the women's skeet
event. She was a finalist in the
event in Rio Olympics 2016. As of
now, no replacement will be
selected in Amber's place. She will
now isolate as per UK's COVID-19
guidelines.

Polish swimming federation in line of fire after goof-up
S

the incident in an open letter addressed
to the PZP director Pawel Slominski.
On his part, Slominski expressed
regret over the incident. "I would like to
express my great regret, sadness, and
bitterness at the situation," Slominski

HARYANA BOXERS DOMINATE AS
11 WOMEN STORM INTO SEMIS
New Delhi: Reigning
world champion
Gitika led the way as
11 Haryana boxers
progressed to the
semifinals of the
Youth Men's and
Women's National
Championships at the
Delhi Public School
(DPS) in Sonipat on Wednesday. Gitika (48kg) continued her
impressive run as she showed attacking prowess and maturity on her way to a 5-0 win over Delhi's Sanjana in the lasteight bout. Gitika will now square off against Ragini
Upadhyay of Uttar Pradesh in the semifinal on Thursday.In
the light flyweight 50 kg quarterfinals, Haryana's Tamanna
started the proceedings against Chandigarh's Kajal with a
flurry of punches and dominated throughout before the referee stopped the contest (RSC) and declared the former as
the winner in the beginning of the second round of the
bout.The remaining nine boxers from Haryana who made it
to the semifinal are Neeru (52kg), Neha (54kg), Preeti (57kg),
Preeti Dahiya (60kg), Khushi (63kg), Lashu Yadav (70kg),
Saneha (75kg), Nidhi (81kg) and Deepika (+81kg).
Chandigarh's Neha (48kg) and Punjab's Suvidha (50kg) also
cruised into the semifinals with victories against West
Bengal's Monika Mallick and Tamil Nadu's Dilsad Begum
respectively.

Tokyo | Agencies

T

he 12th-seeded
Indian pair of Manika
Batra and Sharath
Kamal is all set to face the
third-seeded pair of Lin
Yun-Ju and Cheng I-Cheng
of Chinese Taipei in the
mixed doubles round-of-16
clash at the Tokyo Olympics
on July 24. The draws for
table tennis events were
announced on Wednesday.
The mixed doubles event is
making its debut at the
Olympics. Seeded 34th at
the Olympics, Manika will
open her singles campaign
on the same day as her
mixed doubles match,
against Great Britain's Tin
Tin Ho, ranked 94th in the
world. In round 2, Manika
will be up against Ukraine's
Margaryta Pesotska and is
scheduled to meet Sofia
Polcanova of Austria in the
third round.
Her teammate, Sutirtha
Mukherjee, seeded 52nd,
will take on world No 78,
Linda Bergstrom in the
opening round. Sutirtha
will face Portugal's Yu Fu in
the second round followed
by host nation Japan's
Mima Ito in the third
round. 20-year-old Ito,

Tokyo: India's badminton
ace and 2016 Rio Olympics
silver medallist PV Sindhu
says she admires the class
and elegance of American
tennis legend Serena
Williams and Swiss ace
Roger Federer, and has great
appreciation for Portuguese
footballer Cristiano
Ronaldo's skills."I don't have words, the way he (Ronaldo)
plays, the skill, the technique he has is tremendous," Sindhu,
who would be looking to change the colour of her medal in
Tokyo to gold, told olympics.com."Serena believes she can do
it, being a woman, being a mother. She's done exceptionally
well, she's a strong woman. Whereas, Federer, is another legend. Maintaining that level till now, at his age, is not easy.
He's been there at the top," said the reigning badminton
world champion. Sindhu will begin her Olympic campaign
against Israel's Polikarpova Ksenia on July 25.

said in a release, reports CNN.
"Several of us had to come back to
Poland because of the neglect, and our
dream of becoming Olympians have
been taken away from us," the swimmers said in the open letter.

Sandesh Jhingan named AIFF Men's Footballer of the Year
Team Absolute|New Delhi

I

ndian football team
defender Sandesh Jhingan
was on Wednesday named
AIFF Men's Footballer of the
Year 2020/21, while midfielder
Suresh Singh Wangjam was
named the winner of the AIFF
Men's Emerging Footballer of
the Year 2020/21 award. It is
the first time that the central
defender Jhingan has received
the Player of the Year award,
having won the Emerging
Player of the Year award in
2014. Jhingan made his senior

Tamim Iqbal ton
helps B'desh
make clean sweep
of ODI series

ranked second in the world,
is a central figure in Japan's
squad. India's top male
paddlers Sharath Kamal
(20th seed) and G Sathiyan
(26th seed) have received a
bye in the first round in the
men's singles draw.
Sathiyan will meet either
Brian Afanador of Puerto
Rico or Hong Kong's Lam
Siu Hang in the second
round before facing
Japanese teen sensation
and third seed Tomokazu
Harimoto in the third
round.Harimoto and
Sathiyan have played
against each other on four
occasions with the Japanese
winning thrice. The only

national Team debut in 2015
in Guwahati and has since
gone on to make 40 appearances for India, scoring four
goals. He was part of the
Indian sides that lifted the
Hero Intercontinental Cup in
2018 and played out a memorable draw at the home of the
Asian champions Qatar in
2019.Twenty-year-old Suresh
Singh Wangjam, who made
his India debut earlier this
year against Oman, became
the latest midfielder to win the
Emerging Footballer of the
Year award.

BRISBANE WINS RIGHT
TO HOST 2032 OLYMPICS
Tokyo: The Australian city of
Brisbane won the right to host
the 2032 Summer Olympics
in a vote at the 138th session
of the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) here on
Wednesday, two days before
the opening ceremony of
Tokyo 2020. Australia has
already hosted the Olympics
twice, in Melbourne in 1956
and Sydney in 2000.In 2017, the IOC awarded the 2024
Games to Paris and the 2028 Olympics to Los Angeles,
reports Xinhua. In February, 2021, the IOC said that
Brisbane was the preferred candidate to host the 2032
Games. However, Qatar reiterated its desire to host the 2032
Games despite the IOC handing the preferred tag to
Brisbane. On June 10, the IOC's 15-strong executive board
approved Brisbane as the single candidate for election.

Australian showjumper
suspended from Olympics
A

Harare: Bangladesh, riding on a century
from skipper Tamim Iqbal, defeated hosts
Zimbabwe by five wickets in a high-scoring
third and final One-day International at the
Harare Sports Club to make a clean sweep
of the series.Chasing 298, Iqbal struck a 97ball 112 as he guided Bangladesh to 302/5
with two overs remaining.Earlier,
Zimbabwe's Regis Chakabva, Ryan Burl and
Sikandar Raza notched up half-centuries to
help the home team to 298, giving them a
good chance of victory on Tuesday.
Brief scores: Zimbabwe 298 in 49.3 overs (R
Chakabva 84, R Burl 59, S Raza 57; M
Rahman 3/57, M Saifuddin 3/87,
Mahmudullah 2/45) lost to Bangladesh
302/5 in 48 overs (T Iqbal 112, N Hasan 45*,
L Das 32; W Madhevere 2/45, D Tiripano
2/61) by 5 wickets.

time Sathiyan beat
Harimoto was in the 2019
Asian Championships.
Sharath is slated to play
against either Portugal's
Tiago Apolónia or Nigeria's
Olajide Omotayo in the second round. His clash in the
third round will be against
second seed Ma Long of
China, the 2016 Rio
Olympics gold medallist. In
the five matches between
Sharath and Long, the
Chinese has won all five
times. The table tennis
matches for Tokyo
Olympics will be held from
July 24 to August 6 at the
Tokyo Metropolitan
Gymnasium.

TOKYO: Pau Gasol is without
doubt the greatest Spanish
basketball player of all time,
with a world title, two
Olympic silver and a bronze
medal and three European
Championships among his
many triumphs, which also
include two NBA titles and six
appearances in the All-Star
events. Now the 41-year-old is hoping to help Spain to further Olympic success in Tokyo after spending the end of last
season back at his hometown team FC Barcelona, to recover
form after overcoming a serious foot injury that needed two
operations, reports Xinhua. "I had a dream of continuing to
play, to retire on court at the highest level and that got me
through the difficult moments," Gasol explained in an interview with the El Pais newspaper as he prepares for his fifth
Olympic Games.

Tokyo | Agencies

STARC DECIMATES WEST INDIES
AS AUSTRALIA TAKE 1-0 LEAD
Kensington Oval
(Bridgetown): West Indies
failed to handle an incisive
spell of pace bowling from
Mitchell Starc as the hosts
went down to Australia by 133
runs under D/L Method in the
first One-day International at
the Kensington Oval on
Wednesday (IST).The left-arm
pacer took 5/48 while new-ball
partner Josh Hazlewood captured 3/11 as West Indies fell
for 123 in 26.2 overs, well short of their revised target of 257
for victory off 49 overs.Earlier, new Australia skipper Alex
Carey smashed a workman-like 67 off 87 balls to guide the
tourists to 252/9 in 49 overs. When Australia batted earlier in
the day, Walsh followed up his brilliance in the recent fivematch T20 International series. He finished with a careerbest 5/39 off 10 overs to limit the Australian run pursuit.
Australia captain Alex Carey top-scored with 67 while
Ashton Turner struck a breezy 49 off 45 balls, the pair staging
a fifth wicket stand of 104. The two teams will return to the
same venue on July 22 for the second ODI.

Draws for Indian paddlers
at Olympics out

ADMIRE CLASS AND SKILLS GASOL LOOKS TO END
OF RONALDO, FEDERER & GLITTERING INT'L CAREER
ON A HIGH IN 5TH OLYMPICS
SERENA: SINDHU

Tokyo | Agencies

ix Polish swimmers were sent home
from the Olympics after the the
country's swimming federation
(PZP) committed an administrative
error and sent them to Tokyo even
though they had not qualified for the
Games.
The matter came to light on Sunday
when the six, along with 16 other Polish
swimmers, issued an open letter accusing the PZP of not understanding the
regulations of FINA, swimming's world
governing body.
The Polish team that reached Tokyo
comprised 23 swimmers whereas the
federation was allowed to send only 17.
Alicja Tchorz, Aleksandra Polanska,
Mateusz Chowaniec, Dominika
Kossakowska, Jan Holub and Bartosz
Piszczorowicz were forced to return
from Tokyo and asked the organisation's
entire board to resign immediately over

07

n
Australian
show
jumper has been
suspended from
participating in
the Tokyo
Olympics after
testing positive
for cocaine, just
two days before
the start of the
Games from July
23.Jamie
Kermond, 36,
was set to make
his Olympic
debut. But his 'A'
sample returned
positive for cocaine use, leading to his provisional suspension.Equestrian Australia communicated on Kermond's suspension
through a statement on Wednesday morning.
"Equestrian Australia has provisionally suspended Jumping athlete Jamie Kermond
under the Australian National Anti-Doping
Policy 2021. The mandatory Provisional

Suspension Notice asserts Mr Kermond
returned a positive A-sample for a metabolite
of cocaine following a test conducted by
Sport Integrity Australia on 26 June 2021. Mr
Kermond is prohibited from participating in
any WADA compliant event, including the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, while the provisional suspension is in place."

ENGLAND CLINCH T20I
SERIES VS PAKISTAN
WITH THRILLING WIN
Manchester: A
36-ball 64 by
Jason Roy and a
four-wicket haul
by Adil Rashid
propelled
England to a
series-winning
three-wicket victory over
Pakistan in the
third and final
T20
International at
Old Trafford.
England followed up their 3-0 victory over
the visitors in the One-day Internationals with
a 2-1 series win on Tuesday night. The
Pakistan team will now fly to the Caribbean for
a limited-overs and Test tour.
Chasing a target of 155 for victory, England's
Chris Jordan scored the winning runs with just
two balls remaining.England had squared the
series with victory at Headingley on July 18,
setting up a winner-takes-all encounter in
Manchester in the final match of Pakistan's
limited-overs tour.Pakistan won the toss and
opted to bat first but the arrival of England's
spinners into the attack restricted the tourists'
run flow.Brief scores: Pakistan 154/6 in 20
overs (Md Rizwan 76; A Rashid 4/35) lost to
England 155/7 in 19.4 overs (Jason Roy 64, D
Malan 31; Md Hafeez 3/28) by 3 wickets.
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HIMESH RESHAMMIYA AND
VISHAL DADLANI RETURN AS
JUDGES FOR SA RE GA MA PA
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

aking forward a legacy of over 25
years, Zee TV's Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
has been successful in
unearthing some of
the prominent stars of
the music fraternity including
Shreya Ghoshal, Kunal
Ganjawala, Kamal Khan,
Amanat Ali, Raja Hassan,
Sanjeevani and Bela Shende
amongst many others. In the
wake of the enormous success of
Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Li'l Champs last
year, Zee TV is back with its most
iconic, longest-running singing reality show that has managed to stay
relevant to music lovers, Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa. The new season promises to
provide a sea of opportunities to the
most aspiring singers across the
nation. Giving them a chance to
exhibit their talent and create a
name of their own in the world of
music will be the popular singers of
the industry, Himesh Reshammiya and
Vishal Dadlani who will be once again
seen returning to the judge's seat.
Eager to showcase the best of singing talent on its platform, Sa Re Ga Ma Pa has
begun its auditions in full swing. Keeping in

mind the concerns regarding the
current COVID scenario, the show
offers people across the nation a
chance to audition for the show
online. The process simply involves
giving a missed call on the
number - +91-9833444443 or
logging on to saregamapaauditions.zee5.com/ for further
details.
Ecstatic at returning as a
judge for Zee TV's Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa, the super-hit machine
and maestro composer,
singer and Rockstar, Himesh
Reshammiya said, "Well,
it's been a great experience
judging Sa Re Ga Ma Pa, I have
been a part of various seasons but
this time I'm looking forward to
meeting some great, young talent
to launch them successfully.
Adding to his excitement, the
popular singer and composer,
Vishal Dadlani said "I started my
tryst with reality TV with Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa. So, it always feels like I am
coming back home. My only ask
to the talent across India is to show
some confidence and drop that missed call,
so that we can bring you to the stage of Sa Re
Ga Ma Pa (laughs)"

Salman Khan : Great that
this season of Bigg Boss
will have a digital first

Team Absolute|Mumbai

S

alman Khan on the occasion of Eid on Wednesday
has treated fans with the
promo of the upcoming "Bigg
Boss OTT". The actor finds it
great that this season the show
will have a digital first with "Bigg
Boss OTT", six weeks ahead of its television run.
"It's great that this season of Bigg Boss will
have a digital first with 'Bigg Boss OTT', six weeks
ahead of television. The platform will see unparalleled interactivity where the audience will not
only get entertained but also participate, engage,
give tasks and more - It is truly for the people and
by the people," Salman said.The actor, who has
been a part of the show as a host for over a
decade, shared advice for all the contestants who
will be seen in the show.
He added: "My advice to all contestants is to

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Tanya Maniktala: As

A

actors we are a medium
to tell the stories
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A

ctress Tanya Maniktala says during lockdown, the consumption of
content has increased exponentially and that people have been
exposed to different stories. Talking about the fading star culture due
to OTT, Tanya, who is gearing up for the release of her upcoming anthology "Feels Like Ishq", told reporter: "As actors we are a medium to tell the
stories and that is about it. Especially in lockdown, the consumption of
content has increased exponentially and we have been exposed to a lot of
different stories and that I think really has picked up." She added: "So, we
have seen new faces come along and we have accepted those faces
because that is what it does to you. You grow fond of a face and the way
they tell stories, and that is what an actor has to do." Tanya previously
starred in the web show "A Suitable Boy", an adaptation of author Vikram
Seth's novel of the same name.
The actress feels it is "credibility"
that a known face brings to the
forefront. She said: "I think for
me, a known face or a star
brings a sort of credibility
because they have worked
towards it and that has always
been the case. If you work
towards it, proving yourself,
if your body of work says
that you have done so well
in the past then the kind
of content you choose
to work on speaks for
you, then there will be
an attachment and
credibility that an
audience will associate with you. It is
more about a great
actor than a star. I
think it is what it is,"
she concluded.

be active, entertaining and conduct themselves
well in the BB house."In the promo, Salman can
be seen bursting with joy has he declares and
warns the audience to gear up for the upcoming
season.He is heard saying: "Is baar ka Bigg Boss,
itna crazy, itna over-the-top, TV par ban ho
jayega.."
Salman also shared that he will be seen hosting on television. It is speculated that the digital
version will have a different host, however no
confirmation has been made. The digital version
of the show will air on Voot.

ADARSH GOURAV:
LUCKY I HAVE BEEN
PART OF GOOD
PROJECTS

ctor Adarsh Gourav,
who gained global
recognition with his
performance in "The White
Tiger", is gearing up for the
release of his next project,
the web series "Hostel
Daze" season 2. He calls himself lucky to be part of good
projects. "I was looking for
work and it ('Hostel Daze')
was a good show, and then I
came to know that TVF was
making it and it was an
instant yes! It was a solid
written show and I feel
lucky I have been part of
good projects and 'Hostel
Daze' is one of them,"
Adarsh said.
Taking the narrative of
four naive and vulnerable
wingmates -- Ankit,
Chirag, Jaat and Jhantoo - forward in the second
season, this series is all
about their adventures in
an engineering hostel in
India.The actor says he
loves his character Ankit.
"If you give me a choice, I would
love to do the iconic Jhantoo character but I love my character
(Ankit) as well. It was really interesting to do because he was really
naïve and very innocent when you
see him in the first year, he's shy.
So, for me to play Ankit was also
unique an out of the box because all
the other characters I had played
had more flaws than Ankit. So,
playing this role for me was refreshing," the actor said, who returns to
play the engineering student Ankit.
The 27-year-old actor added: "It
was like getting in touch with my
own self when I was 13 or 14 years
old. Because I think the 13 or 14year-old Adarsh would have been
similar to 20 or 21-year-old Ankit."
The actor-singer says he had a
blast shooting for "Hostel Daze".

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY

'NAA DOOJA KOI' IS A
ROMANTIC SONG FROM A
GIRL'S POINT OF VIEW:
RAKUL PREET SINGH
Team Absolute|Hyderabad

A

ctress Rakul Preet Singh appears in the
music video of Jyotica Tangri's new song
"Naa dooja koi". The video has crossed
25 million views on YouTube in less than a
week, and the actress is happy that the song
is catching up. "This song is super romantic
and from a girl's point of view. The beauty
of this song is that it tells a full story in
the video I'm so overwhelmed with the
viewership it has hit and the love it has
got from the audience. This is a beautiful song that grows on you," Rakul
tells reporter.
The music and lyrics of the
song are credited to Arko and
the video also stars actor Pavail
Gulati.

Neha Sharma
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