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I
ndia on Sunday logged
1,14,460 new Covid infections
in 24 hours, the lowest since
April 6 when the country saw
a rise of 1,15,736 cases in a

day. During the same time span,
2,677 more people succumbed to
the pandemic, the Union Health
and Family Welfare Ministry said.
On Saturday (June 5), India had
reported 1,20,529 cases, lowest
since April 8. India's overall tally of
Covid-19 cases now stands at
2,88,09,339 with 14,77,799 active
cases and 3,46,759 deaths so far.
Over the last few days, India's fresh
Covid cases have seen downward
trend, maintaining over one lakh
infections every 24 hours, while the
deaths have also remained about
the 3,000 mark. After battling a bru-
tal second wave for weeks, fresh
Covid cases came down below the
three lakh-mark for the first time on
May 17 after touching record high
of 4,14,188 on May 7. In the last
three weeks, India has recorded
over 85,000 deaths. India registered

record fatalities due to Covid-19 on
May 21 with 4,529 deaths -- the
highest from Covid infection in any
country in a day since the coron-
avirus outbreak was reported in
China's Wuhan in December 2019.
It surpassed 4,468 deaths in the US
on January 12, and earlier 4,211 in
Brazil on April 6. According to the
Health Ministry, a total of 1,89,232
people have been discharged in the
last 24 hours, taking the total dis-

charge to 2,69,84,781 till date. The
Health Ministry said that a total of
23,13,22,417 people have been vac-
cinated so far in the country,
including 33,53,539 who were
administered vaccines in the last 24
hours. According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
36,47,46,522 samples have been
tested up to June 5 for Covid-19. Of
these 20,36,311 samples were tested
on Saturday.

Maha's Covid toll
crosses 1 lakh mark,

tally overtakes France
MMuummbbaaii:: Maharashtra's Covid-
19 death toll crossed the one
lakh mark while continuing to
remain on the higher side, even
as fresh infections for the day
kept falling, health officials
said on Sunday. With 681 fatali-
ties declared for the day, the
state reached the six-digit fig-
ure, with the toll touching
100,130, which is not only high-
est among all states in India,
but brings it on par with six
other countries in the world
having recorded deaths above
the one lakh level, though three
of them are in the one million
(10 lakh) plus bracket. In terms
of total infections recorded till
date, Maharashtra has touched
58,31,781 - overtaking France
which ranks No 4 in the world
with 57,07,683.

OVER 1.14L COVID CASES IN INDIA,
LOWEST SPIKE IN 59 DAYS

'Delta' Covid variant 40%
more transmissible than

'Alpha': UK minister
London|Agencies

UK Health Minister Matt
Hancock on Sunday
said that the 'Delta'

variant of Covid-19, first
reported in India, is 40 per
cent more transmissible than
the 'Alpha' strain, detected in
the UK itself. "We were previ-
ously told by the scientific
advisory group for emergen-
cies (Sage) that there would
be problems if a variant was
40 per cent to 50 per cent
more transmissible," Hancock
was quoted as saying by the
BBC. "The latest scientific
advice is that the Delta vari-
ant, first detected in India, is
40 per cent more transmissi-
ble than the Kent strain," he
said. While hospitalisations
currently remain broadly flat,
majorly because of the vacci-
nation programme, the rapid
spread of Delta would likely
"lead to a substantial resur-
gence of hospitalisations" and
put pressure on the NHS,
Hancock said. Hancock also

said he "wouldn't rule out"
the continued wearing of face
masks and working from
home measures and noted
that the UK government is
"open" to delaying June 21
unlocking if needed, the
report said. According to
Public Health England (PHE),
the Delta variant, the variant
of coronavirus first identified
in India, is now the dominant
strain in the UK. The number
of cases of the Delta variant
has arisen by more than 5,000
since last week to 12,431,
according to the data from
PHE released on Thursday.
An analysis of 38,805
sequenced cases in England
revealed that the Delta variant

was associated with a 2.61
times higher risk of hospitali-
sation within 14 days of speci-
men date than the Alpha vari-
ant, the Guardian reported.
Data from Scotland support-
ed the findings, also pointing
to a more than twofold higher
risk of hospitalisation for
those infected with the Delta
variant compared with the
Alpha variant, it added.

"Although only a small
number of cases end up in
hospital, the proportion is
about twice as high for Delta
cases than Alpha cases in
both England and Scotland,"
Professor Adam Finn of the
University of Bristol, was
quoted as saying to the
Guardian. "The number of
cases is still small, but if this
trend continues and case
numbers continue to rise
quickly, that would point to a
larger number of people
being seriously affected as
this variant continues to
replace the alpha variant over
coming weeks," Finn added.

West Bengal Governor Dhankar faces
Mahua Moitra's fire for 'nepotism'

Kolkata|Agencies

Relations between West
Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankar and

the state's ruling Trinamool
Congress could not get any
worse. On Sunday, the party
raised serious allegations of
nepotism against the
Governor himself. Trinamool
MP Mahua Moitra, in a tweet,
named eight relatives of the
Governor whom, she said,
had been appointed as
Officers-on-Special Duty or
OSDs after Dhankar occu-
pied the Raj Bhavan in
Kolkata. Addressing
Governor as "Uncleji", she
asked him to go and "take
your extended family with
you" as she tweeted a list of
those who are related to the
Governor and have been
appointed OSDs. Earlier

Trinamul MP Kalyan
Banerjee had asked party
supporters to file cases
against the Governor.

Banerjee said it may not be
possible to prosecute him
while he is Governor but "he
can be dragged to court once
he is not Governor anymore".
Dhankar has been highly
critical of the Trinamool
Congress government, blam-
ing it for failure to control
post-poll violence . He not
only raised the issue at the
swearing-in ceremony of the
new ministers but also went

on a tour of north Bengal and
Assam to meet victims of
post-poll violence. The
Trinamool is also upset with
him after he granted permis-
sion for prosecution of two
current ministers, one former
minister and one former
Mayor in the Narada scam
that considerably embar-
rassed Mamata Banerjee's
government. Maitra's charges
are seen as the latest fusilade
against the Governor, whose
immediate removal has been
demanded by the Chief
Minister.

MHA TEAM TO VISIT
BENGAL TO ASSESS DAMAGE

CAUSED BY YAAS
New Delhi: Union Home Ministry will send a
team to West Bengal on a three-day trip to
review the impact of Cyclone 'Yaas', which
affected the region in May end, sources said on
Sunday. The team, including a Joint Director-
level official, will hold meetings with officials of
Disaster Management and Finance Department
in Nabanna, and visit cyclone affected areas in
South 24 Parganas and East Midnapore, said a
source in the Central government. Yaas, which
made landfall between Dhamra and Balasore in
Odisha on early May 26, led to light to moderate
rainfall at most places with heavy to very heavy
rainfall at isolated places over Medinipur,
Jhargram and Bankura in West Bengal. The
cyclone had affected Odisha as well as
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. As the cyclone
hit, rainfall in the region had led to inundation
of low-lying areas. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also visited Odisha and West Bengal last
month and reviewed the impact of Cyclone
Yaas. The National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) said it rescued hundreds of stranded
people in the state of West Bengal after the
cyclone hit the region.

Be atmanirbhar for vax, as govt fighting for blue tick : Rahul
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Taking a dig at the Government-
Twitter faceoff, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has said that the

government is fighting for blue tick
while people have no choice but to
become self dependent for vaccines.
Rahul Gandhi in a tweet in Hindi on
Sunday said, "Modi government is
fighting for blue tick and if you want
Covid vaccine, then you have to
become self dependent (atmanirbhar)."

He said that amid pandemic Modi gov-
ernment's priorities are different. Rahul
Gandhi's attack comes after the Union
Ministry of Electronics and IT sent its
final notice to Twitter over non-compli-
ance of the new IT rules and has again
warned of penal action in case the US-
headquartered social media platform
fails to comply to the norms. The notice
sent by the ministry noted that in view
of Twitter Inc's non-compliance with
the rules which came into effect on May
26, 2021, "consequences follow."

Rahul Gandhi in a
tweet in Hindi on
Sunday said,
"Modi govern-
ment is fighting
for blue tick and if
you want Covid
vaccine, then you
have to become
self dependent
(atmanirbhar)."

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Amid the clamour for an in-
depth investigation into the ori-
gins of the Covid-19 pandemic,

Indian scientists from the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi
were reportedly the first to have
flagged the lab-leak theory. A team of
biologists at the Kusuma School of
Biological Sciences in IIT Delhi wrote
a 22-page research paper that was
released as a pre-print on bioRxiv on
January 31, last year. It suggested an
"uncanny similarity" between aspects
of SARS-CoV-2 and HIV, MIT
Technology Review reported.
Studying the protein structure of the
virus, the team found four unique
inserts in the novel coronavirus gly-
coprotein, not seen in any other
coronaviruses. The inserts are critical
for the virus to identify and latch onto
their host cells in humans and then
multiply, media reports say.

However, in response to a deluge
of criticism, the paper was withdrawn
soon after it was posted. It was the
first scientific study signalling the

possibility of the virus being engi-
neered. Various scientists and experts
have piled up circumstantial evi-
dence pointing to the theory that the
coronavirus may have leaked from
the Wuhan Institute of Virology
(WIV). The list also includes a Pune-
based scientist couple, Rahul
Bahulikar and Monali Rahalkar.
Rahalkar is a scientist at Bioenergy
Group, Agharkar Research Institute,
Pune. Bahulikar is scientist at BAIF
Development and Research
Foundation, Pune.

While the lab-leak theory has long
been dismissed as a conspiracy, it
has now become too substantial to
ignore. According to media reports,
Bahulikar and Rahalkar started an

online expedition at the end of
March 2020 to unravel the origins of
Covid-19. They read several scientific
papers on coronaviruses and Covid-
19 and found that a relative of SARS-
CoV-2, RATG13, a coronavirus was
collected from a mineshaft in
Mojiang of Yunnan province in
South China by the WIV. They also
found that the mineshaft was infest-
ed with bats and six miners hired to
clean the fecal matter were infected
with pneumonia-like illness.

They published their findings in
the science journal Nature, post
which they were contacted by a
Twitter user called SEEKER. SEEKER
has been part of a group of amateur
sleuths called 'DRASTIC', who with

few resources are working to reveal
the dark secrets of WIV. DRASTIC
stands for "decentralised radical
autonomous search team investigat-
ing Covid-19" and it has set itself the
mission of exploring the origins of
SARS-CoV-2. "Thanks to DRASTIC,
we now know that the WIV had an
extensive collection of coronaviruses
gathered over many years of foraging
in the bat caves and that many of
them -- including the closest-known
relative to the pandemic virus, SARS-
CoV-2 -- came from a mineshaft
where three men died from a sus-
pected SARS-like disease in 2012,"
Newsweek reported. The scientist-
duo stated that the claim that Covid-
19 originated as a natural infection
leaping from animals to humans
does not have any proof. According
to them, the structure of the SARS-
CoV2, the virus behind Covid-19,
reveals that it was ready to infect
humans, indicating that it might have
come from a lab, media reports have
said. They have urged the World
Health Organization to probe deeper
into lab leak theory. 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Income Tax Department
is launching its new e-filing
portal on June 7. The new

e-filing portal
www.incometax.gov.in is aimed
at providing taxpayer conven-
ience and a modern, seamless
experience to taxpayers.

The new taxpayer-friendly
portal has been integrated with
immediate processing of Income
Tax Returns (ITRs) to issue quick
refunds to the taxpayers.  All
interactions and uploads or
pending actions will be displayed

on a single dashboard for follow-
up action by taxpayer. Moreover,
free of cost ITR preparation soft-
ware will be available with inter-
active questions to help taxpay-
ers: A new call centre will also for
taxpayer assistance for promt
response to taxpayer queries.

The new tax payment system
will be launched on June 18 after
the advance tax instalment date
to avoid any taxpayer inconven-
ience. A mobile application will
also be released subsequent to
the initial launch of the portal, to
enable taxpayers to get familiar
with the various features.

Petrol prices cross Rs 95 in
Delhi, Rs 101 in Mumbai

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Petrol and diesel prices
increased across the
four metros on Sunday,

with petrol price in the
national capital crossing the
Rs 95-per-litre mark. In
Delhi, the fuel was sold for Rs
95.03 a litre, up from Rs 94.76
on Saturday. Price of petrol
in Mumbai crossed the Rs
101-a-litre mark at Rs 101.25
per litre.

In Chennai and Kolkata,
the fuel was sold for Rs 96.47,
Rs 95.02, respectively, higher
than the levels on Saturday.
Similarly, diesel prices also
rose across the four cities.
In Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata, rose to Rs 85.95,

Rs 93.30, Rs 90.66 and Rs
88.80 per litre, respectively.
Mumbai is not the only city
to have unique distinction of
petrol breaching the Rs 100
per litre mark. Thane
reached the mark few days
back while few other cities in
Rajasthan (including Jaipur),
Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra with the highest
VAT levels on auto fuels in
the country, have already
been selling normal petrol
for over Rs 100 a litre for past
several days. Premium petrol
price had already crossed the
Rs 100 per litre mark in sev-
eral parts of the country
through increase in the retail
rates in the month of January
and February.

The new taxpayer-friendly
portal has been integrated
with immediate processing
of Income Tax Returns
(ITRs) to issue quick
refunds to the taxpayers.

New, taxpayer-friendly e-filing portal
of I-T dept to be rolled out today

24.60 CRORE VACCINE
DOSES PROVIDED TO
STATES/UTS: CENTRE

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Amid reports of vaccine
shortage in some states, the Centre on
Sunday said that 24.60 crore Covid vac-
cine doses have been provided to
states/UTs till date. It said that it has so
far provided, both through the free of
cost category and through direct state
procurement category, more than 24
crore vaccine doses (24,60,80,900) to
states/UTs, and of this, total consump-
tion, including wastages, is 22,96,95,199
doses (as per data available at 8 a.m. on
Sunday). More than 1.63 crore vaccine
doses (1,63,85,701) are still available
with the states/UTs to be administered,
it added. The Central government said
that it has been supporting the states
and UTs by providing them Covid vac-
cines free of cost, and in addition, has
also been facilitating direct procure-
ment of vaccines by them. 

Indian scientist too flagged Wuhan lab leak way back Rs 10l Assam Rifles' compenation
Police probe continue into civilian's death in Manipur

Imphal|Agencies

Amid strong public
protests and tension
that erupted over the

killing of a civilian in
Manipur's Kangpokpi district
on Friday night, the civil soci-
eties, Assam Rifles and the
state police have signed an
agreement that announced a
police probe into the incident
and compensation of Rs 10
lakh by the central para-mili-
tary force, police said on
Sunday. A police official said
that according to the tripartite
agreement the present com-
pany of 44 Assam Rifles at the
Banglabung outpost would be
removed or replaced at the
earliest after approval from
the Army Headquarter in New
Delhi. A fully functional
armed police station would
be set up in the area with a
minimum of 40 in strength at
the earliest. The agreement,
jointly signed by Commander

of the 22 Sector Assam Rifles
Brigadier P.S. Arora,
Additional Director General
of Manipur Police, Sub-
Divisional Officer and three
leaders of the local civil soci-
eties. The agreement was
signed after the widespread
public protest into the inci-
dent that took place at Chalwa
in Kangpokpi district of
Manipur on Friday night.

Police said that an Assam
Rifles Major reportedly shot
dead a villager Mangboilal
Lhouvum, 30, at Chalwa vil-
lage triggering massive out-
rage among the locals, includ-
ing women, as they torched

two Assam Rifles vehicles, two
AK 47 rifles and also ran-
sacked the force's camps and
furniture. 

Police said that the Assam
Rifles Major accompanied by
four jawans in civil uniform
raided the house of Lhouvum
on Friday night, dragged him
out of his room and then shot
at him. The victim, who sub-
sequently succumbed to his
bullet injuries at a hospital, is
a daily wage earner and father
of two children. The police
after taking the Assam Rifles
Major in their custody for a
brief period have registered a
case and begun a probe.
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SOUTHWEST MONSOON ADVANCES
FURTHER, COVERS ENTIRE NORTHEAST
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The southwest monsoon on Sunday fur-
ther advanced into central Arabian Sea,
thus covering further parts of the country,
including the entire northeastern region.
The monsoon, which hit Kerala two days

ago, has advanced into most parts of sub-
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim, some more
parts of Maharashtra, the entire Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu, some more parts of Telangana, and
Andhra Pradesh, central Bay of Bengal and north-
east Bay of Bengal, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Due to strengthening of southwesterly winds
and a cyclonic circulation over sub-Himalayan
West Bengal and neighbourhood in lower tropos-
pheric level, the IMD predicted fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall activitywas very likely over
northeastern states and adjoining east India during
next 4-5 days.

Isolated heavy rainfall is very likely over
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday and Tuesday; over
Assam and Meghalaya and sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim on Tuesday and Wednesday;
over Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura on
Sunday and Monday; over Odisha on Tuesday and
Wednesday; and over Gangetic West Bengal on
Thursday.

Isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall is also very

likely over Assam and Meghalaya and sub-
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim on Sunday and
over Odisha on Thursday, the IMD said.

Under the influence of the offshore trough at
mean sea level from north Maharashtra coast to
north Kerala coast and a cyclonic circulation over

Konkan and Goa in lower tropospheric levels, scat-
tered to widespread rainfall accompanied with
thunderstorm, lightning and gusty winds is very
likely over parts of south peninsular India and the
west coast with isolated heavy rainfall on Sunday
and reduction in intensity thereafter.

CSIR begins clinical trials of
Niclosamide for Covid treatment

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The CSIR, in collaboration with Laxai
Life Sciences, has initiated Phase 2 clin-
ical trial of anti-helminitic drug

Niclosamide for treatment of Covid-19.
The trial is a multi-centric, randomised,

open label clinical study to evaluate efficacy,
safety and tolerability of NIclosamide for the
treatment of hospitalized Covid-19 patients,
it said.Niclosamide has been extensively
used in past for treatment of tapeworm infec-
tion in adults as well as children. The safety
profile of this drug has been tested over time
and has been found safe for human con-
sumption at different dose levels.

CSIR Director General Shekhar C. Mande
expressed his happiness over the SEC recom-
mendations to conduct this Phase II clinical
trial using Niclosamide, which is a generic
and affordable drug, easily available in India,
and therefore, can be made available to the
population.

CSIR-IICT Hyderabad Director Srivari
Chandrashekhar highlighted that the Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) is being
made by Laxai Life Sciences based on
improved technology developed at the IICT
and the lab is a partner in this important
clinical trial which could provide cost effec-
tive therapeutic options for patients if trial is
successful.

Laxai CEO, Dr Ram Upadhayaya, said that
realising the potential of Niclosamide, efforts
were initiated last year itself to undertake
clinical trials. Having received approval from
drug regulator, the clinical trial has been ini-
tiated this week at different sites and is
expected to be completed within 8-12 weeks.
Based on successful clinical evidence gener-
ated during clinical trials in Indian studies,
emergency use authorisation may be sought
so that more treatment options are available
to COVID-19 patients, he said.

Kolkata|Agencies

In a shocking incident 54
crude bombs were recovered
by Kolkata police from

Khidderpore and Hastings
crossing in the southern fringes
of the city on Saturday night.
The bombs were found hardly
20 metres away from the BJP
office that was used during the
election. Though the police are
yet to reveal the details of the bombs but local
people said that at least 54 crude bombs were
kept in four sacks that is mainly used for the
packing of fruits. Interestingly enough the
place is a market area and the sacks were cov-
ered with packing boxes and it apparently
seemed like fruits. Police from Hastings police
station, bomb squad and officers from anti-
rowdy section rushed to the spot and recov-

ered the bombs and diffused it.
Though officially police are yet to say any-

thing but senior officials told on condition of
anonymity that apparently the bombs were
crude but an explosion of so many bombs
could have caused serious damage. "We have
started investigation to find out how the
bombs came there. The CCTV footage is also
being examined," the officer said.

Crude bombs found near BJP office
Police from Hastings police station, bomb squad and

officers from anti-rowdy section rushed to the spot and
recovered the bombs and diffused it.

Refrain from using word Operation
Bluestar: Akal Takht chief

Amritsar|Agencies

He said the incident of
1984 should always
be remembered as

'Ghallughara', meaning a
wipeout of the Sikh commu-
nity. In a message to mark
the 37th anniversary of
Operation Bluestar here that
was marred by heated argu-
ments between Sikh activists
and police as they forced
their entry into the Golden
Temple, the chief of Akal
Takht, the highest temporal
seat of Sikh religion, said the
day should be remembered
as "Chaurasi (1984) Da
Ghallughara".

"We should avoid words
like 'Operation Bluestar' or
'Saka Neelataara' as they
hurt the sentiments," he
said. Operation Bluestar was
carried out by the Indian

Army at the Darbar Sahib
complex between June 1
and 8, 1984.

Every year, prayers are
held at the Akal Takht by
radical Sikh organisation Dal
Khalsa to mark the anniver-
sary of the Army operation
carried out to flush out
heavily-armed terrorists
from inside the complex.

Describing the earlier
massacres of Sikhs in 1746
and 1762 'chhota ghal-
lughara' and 'vadda ghal-
lughara' in which 7,000 and
35,000 Sikhs were killed
respectively, the Akal Takht

chief said 1984 Army attack
was nothing short like the
previous massacres.

"Like the earlier two 'ghal-
lugharas', the third one
occurred in 1984 when the
Indian Army attacked the
Golden Temple the way
China and Pakistan attacked
India in 1962 and 1965," he
added.

In a parallel function
organised to mark the occa-
sion by Giani Dhian Singh
Mand, the interim jathedar
of the Akal Takht appointed
by radical Sikh groups, SAD
(Amritsar) chief Simranjit
Singh Mann and the prime
accused of the Red Fort vio-
lence, Deep Sidhu, were
present.

RSS leader likens Hindu
community to frogs

Team Absolute|Patna

Rajesh Srivastava, the RSS
intellectual cell president of
the West Bengal unit, com-

pared Hindu community with
frogs and said it can be extremely
difficult to evaluate them on one
scale (weighing machine).

This remark was made by him
during a virtual discussion organ-
ized by the election cell of the
Bihar unit of BJP under the chairmanship of
Radhika Raman on Sunday. The theme of the
discussion was violence and democratic
threat that arose after the West Bengal elec-
tion. "The Hindu community behaves like a
frog and its evaluation on one weighing
machine is extremely difficult," Srivastava said
while quoting this statement made by former
RSS chief late Keshav Baliram Hedgewar.
"Mamata Banerjee and some extremists have
united the Muslim community and is doing
conspiracy to separate chicken from the neck.
We have to foil their conspiracy," Srivastava
said.

Devesh Kumar, the BJP
MLC and general secretary
of Bihar said: "We have not
come in power in West
Bengal this year but we will
come in power after 5
years."

"Our performance is sat-
isfactory as we reached
from 3 to 77 seats in West
Bengal which was not easy,"
Kumar said. "We managed

to achieve 49 per cent vote share of OBC, 52
per cent of SC and 46 per cent of ST," Kumar
said.Kumar admits that Mamata Benerjee's
schemes for the poor and especially women
had had an impact on the election results.
The post poll violence in West Bengal was
state sponsored. The time has now come for
retaliation in a similar manner. Kumar used tit
for tat words to express himself against the
Mamata Benerjee government.

Dr Poonam Sharma, another BJP leader
said: "West Bengal has a woman chief minis-
ter, yet violence on huge scale occurred
against women after the assembly elections."

Pratapgarhi's appointment as
minority dept head raises eyebrows
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The appointment of popular
poet Imran Pratapgarhi as new
minority department head has

raised eyebrows not only from the
Congress workers but Muslim
organisations too. The reason
behind is that Pratapgarhi has never
worked in the Congress organization
and has been only a campaigner,
though he unsuccessfully contested
Lok Sabha elections from
Moradabad in 2019.

Imran Pratapgarhi, after his
appointment tweeted, "I will try to
work hard to come up to the mark
and the faith reposed by the leader-
ship and minority department. I will
be on roads on people's issues."

There is sharp criticism from the
Muslim organizations after his
appointment. President of Majlis e
Muahawarat Navaid Hamid said that
he has nothing personal against
anybody as he strongly believes in
developing sensible, mature politi-
cal leadership amongst all commu-

nities including Muslims.
But said in a tweet that, "Minority

Dept which has seen people like
Jaffer Sharief, Arjun Singh, A.R.
Antulay in the past is now handed
over to a professional poet. What an
achievement! People who advise
Congress President, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi think Muslims
deserve him as new head of party's
Minority Dept as a perfect
#CrowdPuller in comparison with
any other #MuslimCongressi & can
fascinate Muslims with his Shayari."

"These well wishers in Congress
have a point as Muslims have been
not more than as a crowd used from
time to time for their purpose, by
the jugglers in the past", he added.

Not only people like him but
Social Media is also abuzz. The
Congress leaders specially Muslims
in the party are puzzled about the
new appointment of minority head
as it's being alleged that he has been
AAP and SP sympathizer in the past.

Shakil Akhtar, a journalist points
out, "for the young leaders there are

many posts but in these times,
Congress needs mature leadership
of Muslims, and senior leader
should have been appointed as this
department was headed by stalwarts
like Arjun Singh."

But sources say that Imran hails
from UP and is popular in the coun-
try, the assembly elections are next
year and to make inroads in the
minority votebank, which is at this
time with Samajwadi Party, could be
helpful. But Congress leaders in UP
admit in unanimity that the party
has only partial presence at grass-
roots level and sarcastically say that
the party does not have any saving
account to add up votes.

Another person whose appoint-
ment has raised eyebrows is Imran
Masood who has been appointed
Secretary co Incharge of Delhi, and
has been controversial in his state-
ments. The Congress leaders say
that minority leaders in the
Congress are being sidelined and
plum posts are going to people com-
ing from other parties.

The party needs an upper caste
Brahmin leadership to dent into the
BJP votes, say party insiders as UP
has not seen any Chief Minister in
more than thirty years and last Chief
Minister was ND Tiwari, say insid-
ers.The Congress needs to get at
least one dominant caste by its side
which it is lacking since then. The
present state president Ajay Kumar
Lallu is fighter on the street but lacks
caste identity, though he is OBC.

In Uttar Pradesh the minority
votes have been shared between SP
and BSP but the latter is getting
weak day by day and during pan-
chayat elections the SP has done
better than other parties so the situ-
ation is favourable for the
Samajwadi Party. Congress leader
Vishwanath Chaturvedi says,
"Congress from last three decades is
running behind a vote bank which is
not theirs, that is OBC. The main
vote of the party was Brahmin,
Muslim and SC but Brahmin was
key which ensured that Muslim and
SC remain intact with them."

TThhee  ttrriiaall  iiss  aa  mmuullttii--cceennttrriicc,,
rraannddoommiisseedd,,  ooppeenn  llaabbeell  cclliinnii--
ccaall  ssttuuddyy  ttoo  eevvaalluuaattee  eeffffiiccaa--
ccyy,,  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  ttoolleerraabbiilliittyy  ooff
NNIIcclloossaammiiddee  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrreeaatt--
mmeenntt  ooff  hhoossppiittaalliizzeedd  CCoovviidd--
1199  ppaattiieennttss,,  iitt  ssaaiidd..

NCB seizes 40 kg ganja
from Thane drug peddlers

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) Mumbai
has seized 40 kg ganja

and Rs 100,000 cash from
drug peddlers in Thane, a

top official said on Sunday.
Continuing a follow-up

operation in an ongoing
probe, the NCB sleuths
intercepted wanted peddler
from Badlapur (Thane),
Sunil Bhandari and accom-
plice Aman Gagade, along
with the car in which they
were travelling, near Patas
toll plaza on the Pune-
Solapur Highway.

A search of the car
revealed another 12 kg ganja
and the cash neatly con-
cealed beneath the front
seats of the vehicle, said
NCB Zonal Director Sameer
Wankhede.

Bhandari had earlier
applied for anticipatory bail
from the Special NDPS
Court, Kalyan in Thane,
which is expected to come
up for hearing on Tuesday.

Wankhede said that
Bhandari is involved in 9
other serious crimes includ-
ing attempt to murder,
extortion, drug peddling,
etc, with the total seizure in
the case so far 40 kg ganja,
and now, a probe is on to
trace its origins.

CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  aa  ffoollllooww--uupp
ooppeerraattiioonn  iinn  aann  oonnggoo--
iinngg  pprroobbee,,  tthhee  NNCCBB
sslleeuutthhss  iinntteerrcceepptteedd
wwaanntteedd  ppeeddddlleerr  ffrroomm
BBaaddllaappuurr  ((TThhaannee)),,
SSuunniill  BBhhaannddaarrii  aanndd
aaccccoommpplliiccee  AAmmaann
GGaaggaaddee,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh
tthhee  ccaarr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy
wweerree  ttrraavveelllliinngg,,  nneeaarr
PPaattaass  ttoollll  ppllaazzaa  oonn  tthhee
PPuunnee--SSoollaappuurr
HHiigghhwwaayy..

DALIT WOMAN PRADHAN ABUSED
IN UP, MADE TO SIT ON FLOOR

Mahoba: A newly elected Dalit woman village pradhan in
Uttar Pradesh has alleged that she was abused, forcefully
evicted from her chair and made to sit on the floor by some
local influential persons during her maiden meeting with
the officials in Mahoba district.The incident has been
reported from Nathupura village under Kotwali police cir-
cle, where Savita Devi Ahirwar, 25, was elected as gram
pradhan in the recently concluded panchayat polls.

According to reports, Ahirwar was holding a meeting
with officials in the Panchayat Bhawan on Wednesday in
the presence of assistant development officer (ADO)
Panchayat and block development officer (BDO) when a
few influential persons of the village, including one Ramu
Rajpoot, reached there and started abusing her.

According to Savita, "I was having my first meeting with
the officials when Ramu, Rupendra, Arjun, Ravindra and six
unknown persons entered the room. Ramu soon started
bullying me and asked me to follow his instructions instead
of raising the problems of the villagers. When I refused to
oblige, Ramu grabbed me by my hand and started using a
casteist slur against me. He then forced me to leave the
chair and sit on the floor."However, in the FIR lodged by
Savita, it is only mentioned she was forced to leave her
chair by the accused, who grabbed her by her hand and
hurled casteist abuses.

TThhee  ooffffiicciiaattiinngg  JJaatthheeddaarr  ((cchhiieeff))  ooff
AAkkaall  TTaakkhhtt,,  GGiiaannii  HHaarrpprreeeett  SSiinngghh,,  oonn
SSuunnddaayy  aasskkeedd  ttoo  rreeffrraaiinn  ffrroomm  uussiinngg
tthhee  wwoorrdd  OOppeerraattiioonn  BBlluueessttaarr  aass  iitt
hhuurrttss  tthhee  SSiikkhh  mmaasssseess..

NADDA APPRISES

MODI OF UPCOMING

ASSEMBLY POLLS

PREPARATIONS

New Delhi: BJP Chief JP
Nadda and party's General
Secretaries met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here and apprised him of
the upcoming Assembly
polls preparations in five
states early next year.
Assembly elections are
scheduled in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur during February -
March next year. Gujarat
Assembly polls are also
slated for 2022 end.

Sources said that Modi
was apprised of the out-
come of the discussion
held on the upcoming
Assembly polls prepartions
and the ongoing organisa-
tional works including
'Sewa Hi Sangathan 2.0'.

"Main focus of the dis-
cussion with the Prime
Minister was the Assembly
polls, especially Uttar
Pradesh," they said.

BJP General Secretary
Bhupender Yadav said,
"We had a meeting with
the national president.
Poll-bound states were dis-
cussed in the meeting.
Future programmes of the
party are also discussed in
the two-day meeting."

It is also learnt that the
results of the recently-held
Assembly polls were also
discussed in Nadda's two-
day meeting with the
General Secretaries.

Sources added that the
works done by the state
units under 'Sewa Hi
Sangathan 2.0' campaign,
which was launched to
provide help and relief to
the people during the sec-
ond wave of Covid pan-
demic, were also reviewed.

SPIRALLING PRICES EVIDENCE
OF BJP'S INCOMPETENCE:
SHIVAKUMAR
Ramnagar: Launching a tirade against the BJP government
over rising oil prices, Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee president D. K. Shivakumar has charged that 43
hikes in petrol prices since January this year evidently
shows the Centre's "incompetence" on various fronts,
including "economical mishandling".

Shivakumar visited the pandemic-hit areas on Saturday.
He told the

media that the
petrol price has
breached Rs 100
mark in many parts
of the country,
while the price of
edible oil has also
surpassed Rs 220
per litre, which is a

glaring example of the economical mishandling.
The KPCC president said that the ruling BJP has hiked

petrol prices 10 times in January, 16 times in February, 16
times in May and once in the first week of June, but there
was no hike during the months of March and April and
everyone can understand the reason behind it.

"The oil prices were not increased in March and April, as
there were elections in five states but the repeated increase
of petrol clearly shows the ruling BJP's determination to
make petrol unaffordable for the common man.

Let us all visit petrol pumps and pay floral tributes to
pump machines to mark our protest," Shivakumar added.
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Maharashtra
chief minister
Uddhav
Thackeray on
Sunday said

the government was taking a
"calculated risk" by relaxing
the coronavirus-induced
restrictions in the state, and
added that people need to
take care of themselves.

He made the statement
during a virtual meeting
with leading industrialists.

The state government has
announced a five-level plan
to relax the coronavirus-
induced restrictions in the
state from Monday, based
on the weekly positivity rate
and the occupancy of oxy-
gen beds. A notification to
this effect was issued on
Friday night.

"The state government is
taking a calculated risk and
hence people have to take
care of themselves. Nothing

is going to be eased immedi-
ately. Some criteria and lev-
els have been fixed and the
local administration will take
decisions on whether to ease
restrictions and further tight-
en them," the chief minister
said.As per the 'unlock' noti-
fication, areas with positivity
rate of five per cent or less
and oxygen bed occupancy
of less than 25 per cent will
be in the first category, and

can open up completely.
Whereas in the fifth cate-

gory areas, with positivity
rate of more than 20 per
cent, only essential shops
will remain open and office
attendance will be capped at
15 per cent.

During the meeting,
Thackeray also said that the
state should set an example
before the country by show-
ing that the industrial sector

can function uninterrupted
by following all Covid-19
norms during restrictions.

"We should not let our-
selves be knocked down by
the virus," he said.

"Neither a lockdown is
required nor do we want to
get knocked down by the
virus. So all health related
rules have to be followed,"
Thackeray added.

He said if there is a need
to go for another lockdown
after the possible third wave,
there should be no impact
on manufacturing.

"Industries should set up
temporary accommodations
in their premises for their
staff and employees. The
planning process should
begin now," he said.

Prominent among those
who participated in the
meeting included Uday
Kotak, Sanjiv Bajaj, B
Thiyagrajan, Naushad
Forbes, Amit Kalyan,Ashok
Hinduja, AN Subramanyam,

Ajay Piramal, Harsh Goenka,
Niranjan Hiranandani, along
with the state government's
Covid-19 task force mem-
bers Sanjay Oak and
Shashank Joshi.

A statement from the chief
minister's office (CMO) said
the industrialists present at
the meeting welcomed the
criteria of positivity rate and
oxygen bed occupancy to
ease restrictions and the lev-
els fixed.They said awareness
should be created about this
among people, and also
offered help in checking the
spread of coronavirus in
rural areas .

They suggested that mem-
bers of the unorganised sec-
tor should be vaccinated and
the IT sector professionals
should be allowed to contin-
ue working from home.

Their other suggestions
include vaccination of not
just employees of the indus-
trial sector, but also their
families.

MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT TAKING CALCULATED
RISK: UDDHAV THACKERAY ON EASING OF CURBS

Team Absolute|Mumbai

After the Maharashtra government
announced a detailed five-level
plan to initiate the unlock

process, the civic body in Mumbai has
issued new guidelines to control the
spread of Covid-19 in the city.

According to Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation commissioner
Iqbal Singh Chahal, India's financial
capital will be categorised under Level
3 when the new rules are imposed on
Monday.

Level 3 areas are those where the
positivity rate is between 5% and 10%
or more than 40% of beds with oxygen
are occupied. The latest figures have
marked the positivity rate in Mumbai at
5.3%.Based on this, the following
restrictions will be in place in Mumbai
from Monday.

Based on the new rules, Mumbai's
local trains will not be open to the pub-
lic for now. Movement on local trains
has been restricted to medical emer-
gencies and essential services. All the
shops and establishments dealing with
essential items will be allowed to func-

tion till 4 pm on all days. The establish-
ments selling non-essential items will
stay open till 4 pm on weekdays only.

All malls, theatres and multiplexes
will remain shut. 

The restaurants will be allowed to
open with 50% seating capacity till 4
pm only on weekdays. Afterwards, only
parcel and takeaway services will
remain functional.

Gyms, salons, beauty centres, spas
and wellness centres will be allowed to
operate at 50% capacity and only till 4
pm. The establishments have been
directed not to make use of air-condi-
tioners and entertain only customers
with prior appointments.

Private offices can stay open at 50%
capacity till 4 pm on working days,
excluding the exempted category.
Government offices can also function
with 50% of the capacity.

Movie/television shoots, along with
gatherings such as funerals and wed-
dings will also be allowed till 4 pm on

weekdays at 50% capacity. For mar-
riages, only 50 people are allowed to
congregate and only 20 people can
attend funerals.Construction activity
has been allowed but all labours are
required to leave the site by 4 pm.

E-commerce deliveries will continue
as regular. Public transport has also
been allowed with 100% of the seating
capacity. No queueing or travelling
while standing in the buses etc will be
permitted.

Parks and gardens will open from 5
am to 9 am. The movement of cargo
will be regular. Inter-district travel for
passengers by private cars, taxis, buses,
long-distance trains will be regular.
Except if moving or passing through
any stoppage in level 5, wherein pas-
senger e-pass is a must.

For all other manufacturing units
which aren't covered under essential,
continuous process or export-oriented
units will operate at 50% staff-move-
ment with transport bubble.

Maharashtra unlock: Mumbai falls in Level 3.

Here's what will remain open,

closed from Monday in Mumbai

Team Absolute|Thane

Much like that tribe
indomitable Gaulish vil-
lage resisting the Roman

invaders, one small village in
Thane has managed to stand its
ground admirably against the rag-
ing scourge of Covid-19 for over
15 months!Since around 440 days
after the lockdown was
announced in March 2020,
Kalbhonde village in Thane dis-
trict has become a case-study of
sorts ï¿½ with not a single case of
Covid-19 infection recorded in
the village of 1,560 souls.

Interestingly, the picturesque
village nestles in a green hilly belt
of Thane, around 70 kms from
Mumbai which has been the
hotspot of the pandemic, and
Kalbhonde falls within the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR) area."During the first and
second wave of Covid, we have
recorded zero casesï¿½ Now, we
are preparing for the dreaded
third wave with the same
vigourï¿½" the village Sarpanch
Devki M. Ghera told IANS.

Leading the anti-Covid war
from the front, she was assisted
by the Police Patil Bhalchandra
Khadke, Gram Sevak Prashant
Marke, and a 11-member Village

Vigilance Committee (VVC), Asha
workers, Aanganwadi Sevikas and
school teachers, to chalk out the
strategies and protect the people
of the village at all costs.Primarily,
Ghera said the village strictly
adheres to all the guidelines
issued by the Thane district
authorities, and has virtually
'sealed itself' from the outside
world."No outsiders, except for
essential services or medical
emergencies, were permitted.
Those entering were fully sani-
tized at the village entry points,
their clothes were changed,
washed and dried up
thereï¿½The family hosting them
ensured their isolation, regular
sanitization and handwashing
was practiced by all till the visitors
left," explained Police Patil
Khadke.Sarpanch Ghera said
most of the village requirements
were sourced locally barring
some essentials like critical medi-
cines, foodgrains, edible oils, san-
itary pads, etc, which had to be
brought from outside and
stocked."The delivery vans were
stopped outside the village, pay-
ments were made, and the con-
signments handled after full sani-
tization, taken to the sole ration
shop or other distribution points
in the villageï¿½ Ditto with NGOs

or corporates like IndiaBulls,
Lions Club of Dombivali, or Satya
Sai Seva Sangh, Thane which reg-
ularly send relief materials," said
Gram Sevak Marke.

Similarly, for rare medical
emergencies or pregnant women
requiring attention of higher
medical authorities, the Asha
workers or Aanganwadi Sevikas
accompanied them, following the
strict protocols.

Khadke said that at the height
of the pandemic, the village vol-
unteers tested body temperature
or measured oxygen-level of each
villager every alternate day in
rotation to cover the entire popu-
lation in a week."The VVC had a
meeting on Thursday and from
Sunday (June 6), the same strate-
gy will be resumed ahead of the
possible third wave of Covid,"
said Khadke.Ghera, her adminis-
trative team of deputy Sarpanch
and other Gram Panchayat
Members, besides the VVC con-
duct regular 'awareness drives'
among the people to continuous-
ly drive home the message to
keep Covid out of Kalbhonde at
all costs."All villagers know the
do's and don'ts, isolation centres
have come up near the village
entry point so if any suspects are
found, they are kept there, all

entering the village are fully sani-
tized, the entire village is sani-
tized every three months at our
expense," said Ghera with pride
over the achievement.

Khadke and Marke said way
back in early-March 2020, the vil-
lage elders had realized that the
issue was serious, and it could be
a long war with the virus, but they
resolved "not to let it enter
Kalbhonde" ï¿½ and
triumphed.The villagers are pre-
dominantly farmers who cultivate
rice, cereals or vegetables, plus
there are ponds full of fish, crabs,
prawns, but the prime idea was
"to keep minimum contacts with
all outsiders" and the people
remained almost in a "self-
imposed siege", smiled Khadke.
With the success of a 'Zero Covid'
village now bearing fruits, the
Sarpanch and her team now want
to ensure that the entire eligible
age groups (18 and above) get
vaccinated on top priority."So far,
barely two dozen people have
been vaccinated, mostly the sen-
ior groups, but we are now dis-
cussing with the authorities to
give the doses to all before the
third wave starts. We have already
registered all the eligible persons,
who await the life-saver jabs
now," said Khadke.

Like the Gauls, this Thane village
keeps Corona away for 440 days!

'Unlock plan shows situation not normal'

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Maharashtra's complex five-level
unlock plan that will come into effect
from Monday is a message that the

situation is not normal and that curbs contin-
ue to be necessary despite the fall in number
of Covid-19 cases and the apparent decline in
the second wave of the pandemic, officials
said on Saturday.

"This five-level plan should make people
realise what the compulsions are for imposing
curbs, and what it takes to unlock cities. It is
also meant to convey that Covid-19 appropri-
ate behaviour is still necessary to ensure that
the situation does not deteriorate," said an
official. There has been tremendous pressure
on the government from traders as well as
restaurant and hotel owners to relax curbs as
number of fresh cases have fallen.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, speaking
at an event organised by Marathi daily
Loksatta, said on Saturday: "There are no gen-
eral relaxations of curbs in the state. Five lev-
els have been fixed and the local disaster
management authorities will take appropriate
decisions based on them. No one should get
confused or should make others confused."

While the unlock plan is very detailed, it is
conspicuously silent on reopening of places of

worship, religious and political gatherings,
and schools. "These are state-level issues and
there can't be different norms for different
districts," said the official.

The government late Friday issued an
unlock plan based on the Covid-19 positivity
rate and occupancy of oxygen beds. Officials
said these levels would remain in force in dis-
tricts until there is a substantial improvement
in the situation across the state.

Officials said that a decision was taken to
issue the unlock order on Friday during the
day but was delayed till after midnight as
Thackeray had suggested annexing the health
department's reports on positivity rate and
occupancy of oxygen beds with the order.
While the order was ready, it took some time
to get these two reports, said an official.

There has been tremendous pressure on the government
from traders as well as restaurant and hotel owners to

relax curbs as number of fresh cases have fallen.

LLeevveell  33  aarreeaass  aarree  tthhoossee
wwhheerree  tthhee  ppoossiittiivviittyy
rraattee  iiss  bbeettwweeeenn  55%%  aanndd
1100%%  oorr  mmoorree  tthhaann  4400%%
ooff  bbeeddss  wwiitthh  ooxxyyggeenn  aarree
ooccccuuppiieedd..  TThhee  llaatteesstt  ffiigg--
uurreess  hhaavvee  mmaarrkkeedd  tthhee
ppoossiittiivviittyy  rraattee  iinn
MMuummbbaaii  aatt  55..33%%
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The Maharashtra government is
making "all possible efforts" to
grant reservation to Marathas,

which was struck down by the
Supreme Court, without disturbing the
existing quotas of other communities,
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar said
on Sunday.Pawar's comments came
two days after a committee headed by
high court judge justice Dilip Bhosale
(retired) recommended in its report
that the Maharashtra government file a
review petition against the apex court's
decision.

Pawar was speaking to reporters at
the Pune Zilla Parishad office on the
sidelines of "Shiv Swarajya Din" to
mark the anniversary of the coronation
of Shivaji Maharaj as "Chhatrapati" in
1674.The Maharashtra government has
decided to celebrate the coronation
day as "Shiv Swarajya Din" by
installing 'gudis'- a colourful silk scarf-
like cloth tied at the top of a long bam-
boo- atop the offices of local bodies,
schools, colleges, and houses in the
state."We, under the leadership of
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, are

making all possible efforts to grant
reservation to the Maratha community
which was struck down by the
Supreme Court," Pawar said.He said
the apex court had raised questions
about the MC Gaikwad Commission's
report, which was the basis for the
Maratha quota, but some people are
still trying to incite the feelings of peo-
ple.Pawar was replying to a question
about former MLC Narendra Patil's
statement that a "true Maratha" like
him will not remain silent, and if need-
ed, he will strap a bomb to his body
and detonate it for the quota cause.

The Supreme Court had last month
struck down the Maharashtra law
granting quota to Marathas in admis-
sions and government jobs, terming it
"unconstitutional", and held there
were no exceptional circumstances to
breach the 50 per cent reservation cap
set by the 1992 Mandal verdict.A five-
judge constitution bench headed by
Justice Ashok Bhushan concurred on
three major issues, framed during the
hearing, and said the MC Gaikwad
commission report which was the
basis for the Maratha quota did not
highlight any exceptional circum-
stances for grant of reservation to
Marathas.

"On this occasion, I would like to
assure the people, especially those
from the Maratha community, that the

MVA government is making efforts to
ensure that Marathas get reservation
without disturbing quotas of other
communities," said Pawar.

He said a delegation led by Chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray met
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari on the Maratha quota issue.

When asked about senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis' statement that
forming a government with Ajit Pawar
was a mistake, the senior NCP leader
said, "14 months have passed after that
episode and we are now moving
ahead".Former Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
described his teaming up with Ajit
Pawar to form a short-lived 80-hour
government in the state in 2019 as a
mistake, adding he does not regret it.

On November 23, 2019, amid hectic
parleys between the Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress to form a non-BJP gov-
ernment in the state after the polls
threw up a hung Assembly, Fadnavis
and Pawar were sworn in at dawn in a
ceremony at Raj Bhavan.Queried
about Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut's
statement that if his party strikes an
alliance with the NCP for the Pune
civic polls, the Sena will contest at least
80 (out of total 162) seats, Pawar said
everybody expresses his opinion to
expand the base of the party he
belongs to.

Meanwhile, Pawar said it was his
personal view that there should be a
two-member ward system for civic
polls."There will be a 'one member-
one ward' system in Mumbai (for 2022
civic polls). However, for other civic
bodies, members of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi will hold discussions. My per-
sonal view is that there should be a
two- member ward," he said.

The NCP leader said a decision on
the ward system will be taken after
consulting the alliance partners- the
Shiv Sena and the Congress.

WWee,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee
lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff

CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr  UUddddhhaavv
TThhaacckkeerraayy,,  aarree  mmaakkiinngg
aallll  ppoossssiibbllee  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo
ggrraanntt  rreesseerrvvaattiioonn  ttoo
tthhee  MMaarraatthhaa  ccoommmmuunnii--
ttyy  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ssttrruucckk
ddoowwnn  bbyy  tthhee  SSuupprreemmee
CCoouurrtt,,""  AAjjiitt  PPaawwaarr
ssaaiidd..

❝

❝

Maharashtra doing everything possible
to grant quota to Marathas: Deputy CM

SENIOR POLICE OFFICER LEADS THE WAY TO HELP
NEEDY IN MAHARASHTRA AMID COVID CRISIS
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The Covid pandemic is changing the way we look
at various professions, especially the ones that
have a straight-jacket definition, such as the

police.For many policemen, maintenance of law and
order has also come to mean how you treat the
needy; how you possibly stop a future crime by pre-
empting a situation of want and converting it into
empathy."The pandemic has presented an opportu-
nity for the police force to reach out to the poor and
needy," says IPS officer Dr Abhinav Deshmukh,
Superintendent of Police, Pune (Rural). Dr
Deshmukh and his team have distributed the ration
and food packets to more than 5,000 people during
the pandemic.He says there are many people, partic-
ularly senior citizens, who had everything but emo-
tional support. "The elderly have felt trapped in lock-
downs. They couldn't even step out to get medicines
out of fear. That's where we as the police have
stepped in and provided emotional and mental suc-
cour. We created a helpline for senior citizens. We
also formed a separate team to look after them," says
the 2009-batch IPS officer. 

He said the image of the police during the pan-
demic has undergone a bit of transformation. The
tough exterior of a policeman is giving way to a softer
man ready to help. "After all, policemen are human
beings. They too have families and emotions. So, in
the pandemic, we have taken proactive measures to
reach out to the people," says the police officer.In the
absence of resources, the police have been joined by
NGOs, activists, social workers and people with a big
heart. "We provided ration and food packets to 5,500
families of senior citizens and 2,000 others who were
stranded," said Dr Deshmukh. In the first lockdown,
Dr Deshmukh served as the Kolhapur
Superintendent of Police. He started his humanitari-
an initiative of extending help to the needy. He fol-
lowed it up when he got shifted as the Pune SP.

"During the first lockdown, more than 200 people

started walking from Sindhudurg to Kolhapur -- more
than 200 km - before returning to their native places,"
recalls the officer. "Most of them were stranded
labourers. As the lockdown was strict, we stopped
them at the Kolhapur border and asked them to go
back to Sindhdurg, but they dispersed and entered
Kolhapur".The police soon realized that they would
not be able to stop the poor labourers. "They were
missing their families and were deprived of basic
needs. We opened shelters for them and provided
food. We also arranged transport so that they could
easily return to their villages," said Dr Deshmukh.
That episode changed his and his men's attitude. "We
started providing ration and food to tribals and
nomadic communities as well as senior citizens."
Narrating another incident, Dr Deshmukh said in the
lockdown, neighbouring state Karnataka had refused
to take the bodies of their people who were working
in various districts across the border in  Maharashtra
fearing a spread of coronavirus infection. "Kolhapur is
a border district where several bodies had piled up
due to the red tape. Then, we decided to respectfully
cremate them at the Kolhapur border by convincing
the Maharashtrian villagers. The police performed
the last rites," says Dr Deshmukh.Dr Deshmukh has
also worked in the Naxalite-dominated area of
Gadchiroli. He worked among the villagers and took
on the Maoists who were bent upon violence. In April
2018, he and his team were instrumental in neutralis-
ing 40 outlawed extremists. He has been felicitated
with various awards for his remarkable work in the
police department.

FFoorr  mmaannyy  ppoolliicceemmeenn,,  mmaaiinntteennaannccee
ooff  llaaww  aanndd  oorrddeerr  hhaass  aallssoo  ccoommee  ttoo
mmeeaann  hhooww  yyoouu  ttrreeaatt  tthhee  nneeeeddyy;;  hhooww
yyoouu  ppoossssiibbllyy  ssttoopp  aa  ffuuttuurree  ccrriimmee  bbyy
pprreeeemmppttiinngg  aa  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  wwaanntt  aanndd
ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  iitt  iinnttoo  eemmppaatthhyy..
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Delhi reported 381 new
Covid cases in the last
24 hours, the lowest

since March 10, when the city
had reported 370.

The daily positivity rate,
which has been below 1 per
cent for over a week, was at

0.50 per cent, according to
the health bulletin. The daily
Covid positivity rate on
March 10 was reported at
0.52 per cent.

However, there has been
huge difference in number of
daily Covid deaths between
the two dates - with 34
deaths reported on Sunday,
several times high against
than the three deaths were
reported on March 10.

In the same time, 1,189
Covid infected people recov-
ered, taking the total recovery
in the city, so far, to

13,98,764.
Delhi's cumulative Covid

deaths have risen to 24,591,
according to Delhi govern-
ment's health bulletin.

However, there are still
nearly 6,000 (5,889) active
cases in the national capital,
of which 2,327 patients are in
home isolation.

The national capital, which
has been under strict lock-
down since April 19, will see
markets, and movement of
people will restart from
Monday again with certain
restrictions.

DELHI REPORTS 381 NEW
COVID CASES, 34 DEATHS
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After the curbs were
eased out and markets
were allowed to open

in Delhi from Monday,
Connaught Place became
the first market in the
national capital where vacci-
nation camp was held for
shopkeepers and staff.

Due to the drop in Covid-

19 infections in Delhi, the
government has started the
process of unlocking the state
from Monday.

Markets will also resume
operations in the state on the
basis of odd-even formula.
The main objective of the
vaccination drive conducted
in Connaught Place was to
make the market Covid-free
and safe for customers.

New Delhi Traders
Association organised a vac-
cination camp on Saturday
where more than 400 shop-
keepers and employees got
the jab.

Amit Gupta, Executive
Member of the Association,
told IANS, "We had organised
a vaccination camp on
Saturday in which more than
400 people received the vac-
cine shots. Some employees
of the market had already got
themselves vaccinated."

"Markets will open in
Delhi from Monday. As many
as 80 per cent of our market
employees have received the
jabs. This will make the
Connaught Place market safe
for customers."

However, the lockdown
will continue in Delhi with
some relaxations allowed by
the state government.

From Monday, the govern-
ment and private offices will
open in Delhi with 50 per
cent strength. At the same
time the Metro services will
operate as well with 50 per
cent capacity.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has said all markets
and malls in Delhi are being
reopened on the basis of
odd-even formula. This
means half the shops will
remain open on one day and
half the shops on alternate
day from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

IF PIZZA CAN BE DELIVERED AT HOME,
WHY NOT RATION, SAYS KEJRIWAL
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If Pizza, Burger, Smart phones, clothes etc can be
delivered at home, why not ration, said Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday, alleg-

ing that the Centre is "blocking" Delhi govern-
ment's "ration at home" scheme again.

Addressing a digital press conference, wherein
he mainly focused on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Kejriwal said the Delhi government will
deliver ration to 70 lakh ration card holding resi-
dents in the national capital.

Referring to Modi, Kejriwal said, "Sir, you had
objected that Delhi government's door step ration
scheme cannot be implemented in the name of
'mukhyamantri ghar ghar ration yojana', then we
decided not to give any name to this scheme. You
again stopped this important scheme saying the
Delhi government has not taken the Centre's
approval. Sir, in the last few months, I have written
5 letters to you to seek your approval to run this

scheme. Now what kind of approval the Delhi gov-
ernment needs from the Centre?"

Kejriwal said the Centre had put the scheme on
hold a couple of days before it was supposed to

launch across the national capital. He said that all
the process to launch the scheme was completed,
tenders were issued and the Delhi government was
ready to run the scheme in the next one or two
days, however, it was stopped by the Centre again.

However, this is not the first time when the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) led Delhi government and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ruled Centre came face
to face on this 'door step ration delivery scheme.'
Earlier in March this year, Kejriwal government was
prepared to provide ration to the people of Delhi at
their homes, the Centre had shown the red-flag,
saying the scheme cannot be run by the Delhi gov-
ernment as it is under National Food Security
(NFS) Act and hence it cannot be run under any
other name. Following this, Delhi cabinet on March
20 withdrew the name 'mukhyamantri ghar ghar
ration yojana' saying the AAP government will not
give any name to this scheme. The scheme was
announced on January 26 this year by Kejriwal dur-
ing his Republic Day speech.
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As covid-19 cases show a declining
trend across the country, some
states including the national capi-

tal Delhi and NCR regions have
announced unlocking after a month's
restrictions. The unlock process in
Delhi-NCR will start from June 7,
Monday.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday announced that markets

will re-open in the national capital and
metro services will be resumed from
June 7 with conditions. He said lock-
down would continue with more relax-
ation in other activities.

While the Uttar Pradesh government
also lifted Covid-imposed lockdown
restrictions in all districts, barring
Meerut, Saharanpur, and Gorakhpur on
Sunday.

Uttar Pradesh announced the unlock
process a week ago when the govern-
ment lifted the curfew for 20 districts.
The state government that the districts
where active cases were over 600 would
remain under restrictions. Delhi's neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh's districts, such as
Noida and Ghaziabad would also wit-
ness an ease in the lockdown from
Monday.

In Delhi shops in markets and malls
to be opened on an odd-even basis from
10 am to 8 pm. -Delhi Metro will resume
services with 50% capacity. In govern-
ment offices, Group A staff will be
allowed to function with full capacity

while group B with 50% staff.
Delhi had begun the unlocking

process from May 31 with factories and
the construction sector resuming opera-
tions. In Noida shops and markets out-
side containment zones will be allowed
to remain open from 7 am to 7 pm from
Monday to Friday. Only home delivery
will be allowed from restaurants. Not
more than 5 devotees will be allowed
inside a religious place at a time. Not
more than 25 members would be
allowed in a wedding-related function.
In funeral processions, a maximum of 20
people will be allowed. Government
offices with a 50% workforce have been
allowed.

Industrial units will stay open follow-
ing Covid protocols. The Noida district
administration also allowed two passen-
gers in three-wheelers; 3 passengers in
e-rickshaw; 4 passengers in four-wheel-
ers. However, the complete Covid cur-
few will remain on weekends after
Friday at 7 PM. The Covid curfew will
remain active till Monday at 7 AM.

DDeellhhii  rreeppoorrtteedd  338811
nneeww  CCoovviidd  ccaasseess  iinn
tthhee  llaasstt  2244  hhoouurrss,,
tthhee  lloowweesstt  ssiinnccee
MMaarrcchh  1100,,  wwhheenn
tthhee  cciittyy  hhaadd
rreeppoorrtteedd  337700..  TThhee
ddaaiillyy  ppoossiittiivviittyy
rraattee,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass
bbeeeenn  bbeellooww  11  ppeerr
cceenntt  ffoorr  oovveerr  aa
wweeeekk,,  wwaass  aatt  00..5500
ppeerr  cceenntt,,  aaccccoorrdd--
iinngg  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaalltthh
bbuulllleettiinn..  TThhee  ddaaiillyy
CCoovviidd  ppoossiittiivviittyy
rraattee  oonn  MMaarrcchh  1100
wwaass  rreeppoorrtteedd  aatt
00..5522  ppeerr  cceenntt..

Shopkeepers, staff get vax before
CP market reopens on Monday

MMaarrkkeettss  wwiillll  aallssoo
rreessuummee  ooppeerraattiioonnss
iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee  oonn  tthhee
bbaassiiss  ooff  oodddd--eevveenn
ffoorrmmuullaa..  TThhee  mmaaiinn
oobbjjeeccttiivvee  ooff  tthhee
vvaacccciinnaattiioonn  ddrriivvee
ccoonndduucctteedd  iinn
CCoonnnnaauugghhtt  PPllaaccee
wwaass  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee
mmaarrkkeett  CCoovviidd--ffrreeee
aanndd  ssaaffee  ffoorr  ccuuss--
ttoommeerrss..
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Slamming the contro-
versial order directing
all nursing staff at a

Delhi government health
facility to use only Hindi
and English for communi-
cation, the BJP on Sunday
termed it an attempt to
snatch the right to speak in
Malayalam.

It also questioned silence
of Kerala's LDF government
on the issue.

Citing the circular at the
Govind Ballabh Pant
Institute of Post Graduate
Medical Education and
Research (GIPMER) order-
ing the nursing staff to only
communicate in Hindi or
English and specifically dis-
allowing Malayalam, BJP
national spokesperson Tom
Vadakkan said: "The subse-
quent withdrawal in a haste
clearly indicates we have an
anarchist state government
for whom the Constitution
of India and its recognised
language do not matter.

"It is an irony that when
this government was in
need of oxygen, the request
was directed to Kerala and
now their attempt to snatch
the right to speak in
Malayalam amongst each
other."

Vadakkan stressed that
globally the largest number
of nurses come from
Kerala, and they have
served the country as front-
line workers along with
doctors and other para-
medics.

"They suffered casualties
along with doctors and
paramedics too. I was also
surprised at the deafening
silence so far from the
Kerala government," he
said.

The circular issued on
Saturday by the GIPMER
nursing superintendent
said that a complaint was
received against the use of
Malayalam.

"A complaint has been
received regarding
Malayalam language being
used for communication in
working places in GIPMER,
whereas maximum patients
and colleagues do not
know this language and feel
helpless, causing a lot of
inconvenience. So, it is
directed to all nursing per-
sonnel to use only Hindi
and English for communi-
cation, otherwise serious
action will be taken," it said.

The hospital administra-
tion, however, withdrew the
order on Sunday after the
controversy broke out.

DELHI GOVT'S DOORSTEP DELIVERY

OF RATION IS A SCAM: BJP
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Terming the Delhi gov-
ernment's ambitious
doorstep delivery of

ration scheme as a scam, the
BJP on Sunday said that Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
should stop the drama to
cover up his government's
failure. Addressing a virtual
press conference, BJP's
national spokesperson
Sambit Patra said: "Arvind
Kejriwal has spoken in such a
way that the people of Delhi
are being denied their rights
by the Centre, but which is
not true. Ration is provided
to the needy in the national
capital through the National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
and Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY)." Patra pointed
out that under the PMGKAY,
72,782 metric tonnes of food
grains have been sent to
Delhi over and above the
fixed quota for May and till
June 5. Delhi has been able to
lift only about 53,000 metric
tonnes of food grains so far
and only 68 per cent of it has
been distributed to the pub-

lic. He further said that the
Arvind Kejriwal government
pays only Rs two per kg on
wheat under the NFSA Act
and the central government
pays Rs 23.7 per kg, while on
rice, Kejriwal gives only Rs
three per kg and the Centre
gives Rs 33.79 per kg.

Patra added, "Kejriwal
wants to distribute ration
other than provided by NFSA
and PMGKAY, he can buy
ration for it. Ration can be
purchased at the notified
rates. There will be no objec-
tion to the central govern-
ment or anyone on this."

He claimed that the Delhi
government's scheme was a

scam as people will be
charged money to get wheat
flour under the scheme.

The BJP's national
spokesperson alleged that
provision for "one nation,
one ration card" was
launched by the Centre but
the Delhi government
refused to implement it
denying its benefits of the
scheme to thousands of
migrant labourers. Patra
added that Chief Minister
Kejriwal functioning is based
on A (Advertisement), B
(Blame), C (Credit),
D(Drama), E(Excuse) and F
(Failure) and appealed to
him to stop the play.

Delhi, Noida, to start Covid unlocking
process from Monday

HOSPITAL WITHDRAWS NOTICE AGAINST
USE OF MALAYALAM AFTER OUTRAGE
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Delhi's Govind Ballabh Pant Institute of Post Graduate
Medical Education and Research (GIPMER) has with-
drawn its order released a day ago directing all nursing

staff to use only Hindi and English language for communica-
tion at the premises of the healthcare facility. The hospital
administration said that the circular was issued without their
information after the controversy erupted over its specific
notice that mentioned "serious actions" to be taken against
anyone found speaking in other languages. The GIPMER's
action came after Delhi Health department also issued a
memo to it earlier in connection with its recent notice direct-
ing nursing staff to communicate only in Hindi or English.

The circular was issued on Saturday by the nursing super-
intendent of the hospital who had said that GIPMER had
received a complaint against the use of the Malayalam lan-
guage. "A complaint has been received regarding Malayalam
language is being used for communication in working places
in GIPMER. Whereas maximum patients and colleagues do
not know this language and feel helpless causing a lot of
inconvenience," the circular read. "So, it is directed to all
nursing personnel to use only Hindi and English for commu-
nication otherwise serious action will be taken," it added.

Soon after the GIPMER issued the circular, Rajya Sabha
MP and Congress General Secretary K.C. Venugopal
requested Union Health Minister through a letter for imme-
diate withdrawal of the order. "I urge to Hon'ble health
Minister @drharshvardhan to order an immediate withdraw-
al of the bizarre & unconstitutional circular issued by the
authorities of GIPMER," Venugopal tweeted. "Nurses from
Kerala are sincerely discharging their duties across the world
and taking care of the patients. Naturally, nurses belonging
to the same region would speak the language among them-
selves as it is their mother tongue. it is illogical to assume
that they would speak in their mother tongue to a person
who can't speak that language. The circular is, undoubtedly,
highly discriminatory and denying the basic fundamental
right guaranteed by our constitution,

" the Congress leader said in the letter.Congress Lok Sabha
MP from Thiruvananthapuram Shashi Tharoor also criti-
cised the circular, saying it is violation of the basic human
rights of Indian citizens. "It boggles the mind that in demo-
cratic India a government institution can tell its nurses not to
speak in their mother tongue to others who understand
them. This is unacceptable, crude, offensive and a violation
of the basic human rights of Indian citizens. A reprimand is
overdue!," Tharoor tweeted. While Rahul Gandhi said,
"Malayalam is as Indian as any other Indian language. Stop
language discrimination!"
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Hours after Delhi Chief Arvind Kejriwal announced the
easing of lockdown measures in the national capital
from Monday, Delhi Police Commissioner S.N.

Shrivatsava on Saturday took a review meeting to assess the
preparations for the 'un-lockdown process.

The meeting also discussed a roadmap to deal with the
emerging scenario that will unfold once the lockdown meas-
ures are relaxed after over six weeks from Monday onwards.

Shrivastava held the review meeting with all the Deputy
Commissioners of Police (DCPs), whom he directed to devise
non-coercive methods and take steps to ensure normalcy by
maintaining social distancing in markets, mandis and locali-
ties through the participation of MWAs, RWAs etc.

He said the traders' associations will be responsible for
ensuring Covid appropriate behaviour in the markets through
their volunteers and ensure that the shopkeepers adhere to
the Covid guidelines. "Shops need to place sanitiser dis-

pensers and maintain social distancing of customers. The
DDMA order and provisions in this regard have to be enforced
strictly," he said.

The police chief also discussed the law and order situation
in the national capital in the wake of the upcoming unlock
process. He directed the district DCPs to immediately give suf-
ficient attention to the preventive measures against street
crimes and property offences, which have a likelihood of
increasing as the roads and markets become more populated
once the un-lockdown process sets in from Monday.

A Delhi Police spokesperson said that the DCPs were also
directed to ensure strict vigil on the activities of criminals
released on interim bail and parole.

Shrivastava also examined the status of the complaints
received on the Integrated Complaint Monitoring System
(ICMS). He stressed on speedy disposal of complaints by quick
processing and information flow to the citizens as fast redres-
sal of complaints is a priority of the police, the spokesperson
said. Appreciating the steps taken by several districts to train
unemployed youth in medical care under Delhi Police's YUVA
scheme to assist the healthcare sector, the Commissioner
called upon the supervisory officers to expand it further by
arranging more such skill trainings so that a twin purpose can
be achieved -- employment for the youth and availability of
Covid health workers. "The Commissioner further directed the
DCPs and officers to prioritise the delivery of compensation
package to the kin of the deceased police personnel, calling
upon the officers to personally deliver the cheques to the fami-
ly members," the spokesperson said.

FFaakkee  ccaallll  cceennttrree  fflleeeecciinngg  UUSS
cciittiizzeennss  bbuusstteedd  iinn  GGuurruuggrraamm

Gurugram: The Gurugram police have busted a fake call
centre being operated from Sector-23 and targeting US citi-
zens by creating false legal pressure on them, and arrested
three persons in this connection, officials said on Sunday.

The trio were identified as Zarar Haider, Partesh Patel and
Nisharg. Police said that the accused used to create false
legal pressure on the US nationals by threatening them to
suspend their Social Security Number (SSN). 

They also sent them fake arrest warrants for their alleged
use of drugs, maintaining fake bank accounts, among others,
and asked for $200 to $500 as service charge per client.
According to the police, SSN is a nine-digit number that the
US government issues to all its citizens. The government
uses this number to keep track of the residents' lifetime
earnings and the number of years worked. 

Officials further said that acting on a tip off, a police team
from the Cyber Crime police station led by ACP DLF and
ACP Udyog Vihar raided the call centre at plot number 3202
in Sector-23. During the raid, the police arrested three per-
sons and seized two laptops, two mobile phones, along with
other electronic gadgets, from them. "We have received a
lead inputs that this fake call centre in Sector-23 had cheated
several US nationals by creating a false legal pressure on pre-
text of suspending their SSN number, among others. The
youths were employed at the call centre, which was being
operated without a license," said the ACP. 

DELHI POLICE CHIEF HOLDS MEETING TO ASSESS 'UN-LOCKDOWN' PREPARATIONS

In Delhi, shops in markets
and malls to be opened on
an odd-even basis from 10
am to 8 pm

In Noida, shops and markets
outside containment zones
will be allowed to remain
open from 7 am to 7 pm
from Monday to Friday

BANNING MALAYALAM

ATTEMPT TO SNATCH THE

RIGHT TO SPEAK IT: BJP
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The stir between junior doctors and
the Madhya Pradesh government
entered its sixth day on Saturday as

the medics refused to end the agitation
despite the High Court terming the strike
illegal. The matter has escalated as the
state government on Saturday sent evic-
tion notices to the doctors who recently
resigned, asking them to vacate their hos-
tels. This order comes after 3,000 medics
had resigned on Thursday post the High
Court order.

"Our peaceful protest will continue.
They have asked us to vacate the govern-
ment hostel in Bhopal, and also pay bond
fees (which runs into several lakh
rupees". When they can serve us eviction
notices, why not release a written order
increasing our stipend," Madhya Pradesh
Junior Doctors Association (JUDA) secre-
tary Ankita Tripathi told media persons.
She informed that JUDA functionaries
attempted to resolve the issue by seeking
an appointment with Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

While the JUDA secretary says that they
were not as of now planning on
approaching the Supreme Court to chal-
lenge the MP HC order, others said that
was being seen as an option.

MP Medical Education Minister
Vishwas Sarang said that the state govern-
ment had given a stipend hike of 17 per-
cent, however, the doctors were adamant
it should be 24 percent. "The High Court
has termed their strike illegal and asked
them to return to work within 24 hours.
We are ready to hold talks to settle the
issue. We have accepted most of their
demands," he said. Junior doctors in six
medical colleges across Madhya Pradesh
have been protesting for a stipend hike as
well as free Covid-19 treatment for them
and their family. Matters escalated when
the Madhya Pradesh High Court on
Thursday directed the striking junior doc-
tors in the state to resume their duties
within 24 hours. Following this, the
protesting medicos remained defiant and
nearly 3,000 of them resigned from their
posts and announced they will challenge
the ruling.

Junior doctors in six
medical colleges
across the State have
been protesting for a
stipend hike as well as
free Covid-19 treat-
ment for them and
their family.

5madhya pradesh
Mumbai, Monday, June 7, 2021
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Madhya Pradesh on Sunday
reported 735 fresh coron-
avirus positive cases and 42

fatalities, taking its overall tally to
7,85,196 and toll to 8,337, the health
department said.

Two out of 52 districts in the state
recorded no case in the past 24
hours, it said. A total of 1,934

patients were discharged from hos-
pitals in the last 24 hours, taking the
count of recoveries in Madhya

Pradesh to 7,66,756, the department
said.

With 298 new cases, Indore's

caseload went up to 1,51,570, while
that of Bhopal rose by 137 to
1,21,951.

The COVID-19 death toll in
Indore rose to 1,355 with two more
fatalities, while this count in Bhopal
went up by four to 952.

The number of active cases in the
state stands at 10,103.

There are 1,509 active cases in
Indore and 2,225 in state capital
Bhopal. As 81,636 tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours, the over-
all test count in the state reached
1.03 crore.

The coronavirus figures in MP are
as follows: Total cases 7,85,196, new
cases 735, death toll 8,337, recov-
ered 7,66,756, active cases 10,103,
number of tests so far 1,03,67,744.

MP  REPORTS 735 NEW COVID-19
CASES, 42 DEATHS; 1,934 RECOVER
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At least 27 patients suf-
fering from mucormy-
cosis or 'black fungus'

took ill after they were
administered Amphotericin-
B injections at the govern-
ment Bundelkhand Medical
College (BMC) in Madhya
Pradesh's Sagar district, an
official said on Sunday,
adding the medical condition
of these patients is stable
now.

The use of the injection, a
key drug in the treatment of
black fungus, was immedi-
ately stopped after the inci-
dent on Saturday evening.

"At least 27 patients, out of
the 42 patients admitted in

the mucormycosis ward,
were given Amphotericin-B
injections on Saturday
around 6 pm. Immediately
after they were administered
the injections, which were
provided to us by the govern-
ment, the patients started
complaining of adverse reac-
tions like mild fever, shiver-
ing and vomiting," BMC pub-
lic relation officer Dr Umesh
Patel said.

He said the use of the
injection was stopped imme-
diately. "BMC superinten-
dent and dean sprang into
action and symptomatic
treatment of the affected

patients was started immedi-
ately. The condition of all the
patients is stable. There is no
need to fear," Dr Patel added.

He said authorities and the
government are being kept in
the loop about the treatment
being given to the patients.

Another doctor at the facil-
ity said approximately 300 to
350 anti-fungal injections
had been supplied to the
BMC by the MP government
just two days ago.

"These Amphotericin-B
injections were of a different
brand. Earlier, we used to get
injections of another manu-
facturer," he added.

27 black fungus patients fall sick
after Amphotericin-B shot

The use of the
injection, a key
drug in the treat-
ment of black fun-
gus, was immedi-
ately stopped after
the incident on
Saturday evening.
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International fame poet, Manzar Bhopali
received shock of his life this Sunday when
he received the electricity bill for the

month of May. The bill was of Rs 36,86,660.
Shocked to the core, Manzar Bhopali post-

ed on his Facebook page immediately and
raised question over efficacy of the electricity
department. "Such kind of mistakes cannot be
termed as manual error as electricity bills are
now generated through computers," said
Manzar, while talking to Absolute India.

'MP Ghazab hai, sabse ajab hai' (MP is
strange, MP is different) the tag line for state
promotions seems to be justifying. The elec-
tricity bill of my house for the month of May is
Rs 36,86,660. Dear chief minister such a
mockery with a poet that too during corona

period is not right.
Even the ink of my
pen has dried
because of lock-
down and corona.
How will I foot the
b ills of Rs 36 lakh?
This is an invitation
of corruption and
bribery,' wrote
Manzar Bhopali on
his Facebook wall.

Bhopali said that it seems that the electrici-
ty officials want that I should approach them
so that they can demand money for rectifying
the bill. He said that during summers he gets
an average bill of Rs 6000 per month while
during other months the bill stands at around
Rs 3-4000 only.
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No state even realized that the second wave of
corona infection would be so deadly. The
speed with which Corona spread its feet in the

second wave left all the states stunned. Madhya
Pradesh was also one of them. The sudden increase in
corona infection was a matter of concern for everyone.
In these difficult circumstances, Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan provided security cover to the people
of the state with high spirits and elaborate arrange-
ments to save them from Corona.

The way the corona infection was increasing, there
was very little time for arrangements. Despite this,
Chouhan did not give up. After waking up for about 20
hours every day, meeting with the administrative offi-
cers made an effective strategy and improved the med-
ical arrangements in every district of the state. In view
of the cases of corona infection, supply of essential
medicines was also ensured by increasing the number
of beds in government hospitals. Meanwhile, the coro-

na virus started affecting the
lungs of patients by taking its
fierce form. In this situation,
patients started needing oxygen
and ventilators. The situation was
getting serious But Chauhan did
not give up. Day and night one by
one they started arranging oxy-
gen. All efforts were made at the
state level. Along with this, he got
oxygen supply in a short time by
interacting with many Union
Ministers including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Tankers
were sent by Indian Air Force
planes to Jharkhand and
Rajasthan for oxygen coming from outside the state.
From where Oxygen got to Madhya Pradesh by rail and
road and Corona became a lifeline for the patients.

It was a compulsion to get oxygen from outside at
the time of need. To end this compulsion, Chouhan

has resolved that oxygen will be
made available in the state in
the interest of the people of the
state. He started making rapid
efforts in this direction. In this,
the cooperation of the Central
Government was taken and the
oxygen manufacturing compa-
nies were also contacted.
Sincere efforts have now start-
ed bearing fruit. On the initia-
tive of Chief Minister work of 96
oxygen plants is under con-
struction in different districts of
Madhya Pradesh today. Some
of these plants have started

work. The rest of the work is being completed by stip-
ulating the time limit. With the efforts of Chouhan,
Madhya Pradesh will soon be self-sufficient in the
matter of oxygen. At present, apart from the oxygen
being received from the central government and other

external sources, the state government is also getting
oxygen through concentrators. Ensuring availability of
oxygen to the patients. 

The second step of Chouhan's strategy is 'Kill
Corona Campaign.' In this campaign, a village-village
team has been created to make people aware of coro-
na and has also ensured arrangements for their treat-
ment by going door-to-door to identify potential
patients.  In this hour of crisis, 'Jeevan Amrit Yojana'
was started by the state government. Under the
scheme, people have been benefitted by distributing
about 2 lakh decoction packets from door to door. In
this sequence, 'Yoga Se Nirog' program is also being
run in the state. In this, yoga instructors are doing
online yoga practice to home-isolated patients.

In urban and rural areas, a protective shield of vac-
cine is being provided to the general public to protect
them from corona. Being the head of the state, it is the
endeavour of Chouhan to vaccinate all sections in a
phased manner. For this, the availability of vaccine is
also being done on a large scale. 

MP moving towards liberation from Corona due to the strong spirit and strong arrangements of Chief Minister 

Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday reported 735 fresh
coronavirus positive cases
and 42 fatalities, taking its
overall tally to 7,85,196
and toll to 8,337, the
health department said.

"Such kind of mistakes cannot be termed as manual error as electric-
ity bills are now generated through computers,"
said Manzar, while talking to Absolute India. 

Renowned poet Manzar Bhopali
gets electricity bills of Rs 36 lakhs

Team Absolute|Bhopal

The pace of coronavirus
infections is continuously slow-
ing down in Madhya Pradesh
but it will take some more time
for life to return to normal in the
state. The 'Corona curfew' will
continue in the state till June 15
after which it is most likely that
the curfew will be lifted.

Relaxation has been provid-
ed from the Corona curfew in
the state from June 1 but life has
still not completely returned to
normal. Essential services are
operational right from milk to
grocery shops which remain
open for a stipulated time.
However, markets remain open
partially and educational insti-
tutions are completely shut.
Malls, cinema halls, public and
religious events are prohibited.

City transport services
remain closed. In the last few
days, the government and the
general public are feeling
relieved due to the slowing
pace of Covid infections.

The Covid positivity rate has
come down from one per cent
to 0.8 per cent now. There are
five districts of the state in
which not a single case of

Covid-19 has been reported in
the past few days. Cases of
Covid-19 have been reported
from Indore, Bhopal and
Jabalpur. The government said,
if the positivity rate is less than
five per cent, the infection is
said to be under control while
the state has a positivity rate of
0.8 per cent now.

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has asked people to
exercise restrain despite the
decline in the state's Covid pos-
itivity rate. He said, "Crisis
Management Committees of
villages, wards, cities and dis-
tricts are keeping full vigil in the
process of un-lockdown in the
state. We have to inculcate
Covid-appropriate behaviour
such as wearing face masks,
maintaining social distancing,
washing hands frequently etc.

Shopkeepers will also have to
adopt precautions like main-
taining social distancing and
prevent overcrowding.

Chouhan said, "Nearly 75,000
to 80,000 tests will be conduct-
ed daily in the state. Our effort
is that if an infected person is
found in any part of the state,
he/she must be identified
immediately. They must be
placed in home quarantine or
admitted to a Covid care centre
and provided necessary treat-
ment."

The Chief Minister said, "It is
our endeavour that utmost care
should be taken so that
employment and businesses
can operate and Covid-19
infection is also kept under
control. I am sure that the
cooperation of the people of the
state will continue. Corona cur-
few will remain in force till June
15 but relaxation will be provid-
ed as per the requirement."

Due to Covid-19 infection in
the months of April and May, it
was reported that patients were
not getting beds in the hospitals
and were suffering from lack of
oxygen. Black marketing of
Remdesivir injections was tak-
ing place in large numbers in
the state. Now the overall situa-
tion has improved as compared
to the last month.

Normalcy yet to return in MP even
as Covid situation improves

Relaxation has been
provided from the
Corona curfew in the
state from June 1 but
life has still not com-
pletely returned to
normal. Essential
services are opera-
tional right from milk
to grocery shops
which remain open
for a stipulated time.
However, markets
remain open partially
and educational insti-
tutions are complete-
ly shut. Malls, cinema
halls, public and reli-
gious events are pro-
hibited.

Team Absolute|Bhopal

Minister in-charge for
Micro, Small Medium
Enterprises and Science

and Technology and Covid
Control for Neemuch district
Omprakash Sakhlecha held dis-
cussions with representatives of
traders organizations in Javad,
Athana, Nayagaon, Sarwaniya
Maharaj and Morvan, Deken,
Ratangarh and Singoli on Sunday.

In the meeting of traders,
Sakhlecha said that the process of
unlocking is being started gradu-
ally. All merchant shopkeepers
and fruit and vegetable sellers

must get their Covid test done.
Special camps are being organ-
ized by the administration at vari-
ous places on Monday, in which
COVID testing of traders will be
done free of cost. It is mandatory
for the traders to have a negative
Covid test report while conduct-
ing shop business.

Sakhlecha while discussing
with the traders said that accord-
ing to the guidelines of the gov-
ernment, not more than 6 people
will be able to gather at any shop,
institution or establishment at a
time. He said that fertilizers,
seeds, agricultural equipment,
medical shops, grocery shops will

be allowed to open 6 days a week,
other shops and establishments
can be opened within the limit of
50%. Seating of people by placing
benches outside at hotels, tea-
snack shops will be strictly pro-
hibited, parcel facility will be
made available.

Sakhlecha said that people who
have recovered from Covid should
also get themselves tested again.
He told all the traders in discus-
sion that they should make avail-
able to the SDM after making
mutual consent according to the
guidelines regarding the opening
of 50% market, so that the SDM
can issue orders separately.

MAN DIES AFTER
POWER BANK-LIKE
DEVICE EXPLODES
The incident occurred at Chaprod
village on Friday, police said,
adding that whether it was a
power bank or any other elec-
tronic device is being confirmed.

Umaria:  A 28-year-old man died in
Umaria district of Madhya Pradesh after a
power bank-like device he found on a road
exploded when he connected his mobile
phone to it for charging, police said on
Saturday. The incident occurred at Chaprod
village on Friday, police said, adding that
whether it was a power bank or any other
electronic device is being confirmed.

"The dead, Ram Sahil Pal, found the device
lying on a road while he was going to his farm
located under Manpur police station area on
Friday," Sub Divisional Officer of Police
(SDOP) Bharti Jat said. After returning home
later, Pal plugged his mobile into the device
at his neighbour's place. However, it explod-
ed and he died on the spot, according to the
statements of the local residents, she added.
"We have sent the device to a forensic science
laboratory to confirm whether it was a power
bank or any other electronic device," she
said. Investigation conducted so far has
revealed that it was not an explosive, Mr Jat
said.A case has been registered in this con-
nection, she said.

THIS MANGO

CULTIVATED IN

MADHYA PRADESH

COSTS UP TO ?

1,000 APIECE

Indore: The ''Noorjahan''
mango, cultivated in
Alirajpur district, is fetching
a higher price this year
thanks to the good yield
and sheer size of the fruit
compared with the last
year. The ''Noorjahan''
mango is priced at ? 500 to
? 1,000 apiece this season, a
farmer said on Sunday,
adding unlike the last year,
the yield of this variety of
mangoes has been good
this time due to favourable
weather conditions. Locals
claim ''Noorjahan'' man-
goes are of Afghan origin
and cultivated only in the
Katthiwada region of
Alirajpur district adjacent to
the Gujarat border, approxi-
mately 250 km from Indore.

"The three Noojahan
mango trees in my orchard
have produced 250 man-
goes. The fruit has been
priced between ? 500 and ?
1,000 per piece. Bookings
have already been done for
these mangoes," Shivraj
Singh Jadhav, a mango cul-
tivator from Katthiwada,
said. He said people who
have booked ''Noorjahan''
mangoes in advance
include fruit lovers from
Madhya Pradesh as well as
neighbouring Gujarat.

"This time the weight of a
Noorjahan mango is going
to be between 2 kg to 3.5
kg," Jadhav added.

Ishaq Mansoori, an
expert in cultivating
''Noorjahan'' mangoes in
Katthiwada, said, "This
time the crop of this variety
has been good but the
COVID-19 pandemic has
impacted the business."

He said ''Noorjahan''
trees could not flower prop-
erly due to unfavourable
climatic conditions in 2020.

"In 2019, one mango of
this variety weighed around
2.75 kg at an average and
buyers paid as high as ?
1,200 apiece for it," he
added.

Traders and shopkeepers
should follow "Rule of Six"

MP GOVT SENDS HOSTEL EVICTION NOTICE

TO JUNIOR DOCTORS AFTER 3,000 MEDICS

RESIGNED TO SUPPORT STIR



SWEET

TEA

SMASH

Ingridients: Jack
Daniel's Gentleman
Jack, unsweetened
iced tea, cane syrup,
lemon wedges, mint
leaves

Method: Add 4
mint leaves and two lemon
wedges to the tea and steep for 15 minutes. Muddle the
remaining mint leaves, lemon wedges and cane syrup in
the whiskey. Add ice, and shake well. Pour into glass and
top off with tea. Garnish with lemon wedge.

SUNNY LEONE
SHARES 'HIDDEN'
BIRTHDAY VIDEO

Team
Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Sunny
Leone put

up a fun
birthday video on her
social media account

on Sunday.
The actress celebrated

her birthday on May 13 and
shared the video almost a

month later.
She called it "The hidden

birthday video" in the caption
put up on her Instagram account.

In the video, she is seen sitting
with balloons tied to her head

and she enjoys the happy zone
that she is in.

Sunny is currently shooting
for her upcoming psychologi-

cal thriller film "Shero". The
film is directed by

SreejithVijayan and will be
released in Tamil, Hindi,

Telugu and Malayalam.

ANANYAPANDAY'S FEMININE
CHIC AVATAR
Usually one to keep it girlie and young, every now and

then, Ananya Pandey takes it up a notch with something
glamorous and sexy. Take cue from this young star and pick a

bra top with a pair of figure hugging jeans to make a statement.
Beach waves and accessories finish the look

Mumbai, Monday, June 7, 2021
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We've survived com-
fort clothes and a
zoom closet for

over a year, but with sum-
mer in the air we can't help
but ditch the lockdown
wardrobe for some fash-
ionable fun. A summer
closet is all about bright
colours and chic styles. If
you've been religiously
working out at home
through quarantine, now is
the time to flaunt your
curves or abs. We searched
through high street brands
to help you get a celebrity
look and make a splash in
vibrant hues :

DEEPIKAPADUKONE'S

MONOCHROMATIC COOL

Get street ready with Padukone in green.

Deepika shows you how to wear hue from

head-to-toe. A pastel wrap-around Jacquemus

soft knit crop cardigan it is paired high-waist

leather trousers in a jewel tone. Padukone fin-

ished the look with a pair of green Air Jordan

Nike sneakers.

PRIYANKA

CHOPRA

JONAS'S POWER

DRESSING STYLE

Nothing beats summer blues

like a hint of yellow, or a lot of

it. If you are not afraid of experi-

menting with bold colours,

PeeCee's yellow skirt suit by

Rowen Rose, worn at one of the

promotional events for her

movie 'The White Tiger' is a

must. The blazer with chunky

black buttons and padded

shoulders are great for those

zoom conferences. She com-

pletes the look with golden

hoops and a delicate golden

choker.

ANUSHKA
SHARMA'S

COLOUR POP
Anushka Sharma proves happy girls are

the prettiest, and nothing to brighten up
that smile like a pop of colour. The leading
actress shows usÂ how to carry off multi-

ple bold colours in one go. For one of
her shoots for a fashion glossy,

Sharma teamsÂ a green halter top
with a pair of royal blue high-

waisted trousers and sunny
yellow sneakers

KRITI
SANON'S

SULTRY VIVE
If you're lucky enough to have

Kriti's slender and tall frame then you
can carry off just about anything. Get

Kriti's glam look by pairing a nude
cutout shirt with masculine fit

trousers in sexy satin or silk for a
look that works from dawn to

dusk.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Shilpa Shetty
Kundra took to social
media to express her

observations about environ-
ment on the occasion of
World Environment Day on
Saturday.

Taking to Instagram,
Shilpa said that human
beings staying indoors over
the past one year has helped
the ecosystem regain some
balance. The actress also
reminded once things get
restored to the 'old normal'
as it was before the pandem-
ic, we must not forget to treat
nature with respect.

"All of us being indoors
has helped the rest of the
ecosystem regain some bal-
ance over the past year. But,
even when we get back to the
'old normal', we have to

remember to treat Mother
Nature with respect. Let's
collectively learn to take the
initiative without being told
to do so. Even if you can't
personally plant trees, be
involved in conversations
that need voices to amplify
the message," Shilpa wrote in
her post. "Educate yourself
on how every individual can
help with the
#EcosystemRestoration, and
spread awareness about it.
This is an ongoing battle.
They say small acts multi-
plied by millions of people
will make a difference. THE
CLIMATE IS CHANGING,
WHEN WILL WE??
#WorldEnvironmentDay
#MotherNature #ecosystem
#OldNormal #NewNormal
#OnePlanetOneGoal
#RepairAndHeal," she
added.

SHILPA SHETTY: ALL OF
US BEING INDOORS

HELPED ECOSYSTEM
REGAIN SOME BALANCE

YOUR BOLLYWOOD-INSPIRED

SUMMER CLOSET

Mahesh Babu, Adivi Sesh's
furry friends steal the limelight
Team Absolute|Hyderabad

Telugu actors Mahesh Babu and AdiviSesh, in
seperate social media posts, treated their fol-
lowers with adorable videos of their pets.

Mahesh Babu posted a video of both his pet dogs
on Instagram, who were busy playing with each
other.

He captioned the video as: "Love need not speak
volumes. #Sundayshenanigans."

AdiviSesh, too posted a video on Sunday of his
shih tzu dog, who he refers to as Bubbles M Adivi,
barking bravely at its own sneezes.

Sesh captioned the funny video as: "Who is sneez-
ing? Bubbles is angry at whoever's sneezing."

Both the videos were quick to garner comments of
admiration from their fans.

Interestingly, both the actors are working together
in the biographical drama " Major".

The film marks Mahesh Babu's debut as a produc-
er. It will see Sesh play the character of 26/11 martyr
Sandeep Unnikrishnan.

The film's release date has been postponed due to
the pandemic. It was earlier scheduled to release on
July 2.

A new date is yet to be announced.

Akshay Kumar, Chiranjeevi back
FICCI Corona awareness drive

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood superstar Akshay Kumar
along with filmstars from different
regions come together to be part of a

social campaign to create awareness of
Covid appropriate behaviour, importance
of vaccination etc. The campaign is
titled 'Corona KoHarana Hai'. Telugu
icon Chiranjeevi, Tamil star Arya, and
Kannada star PunitRajkumar are also
part of the campaign.

The campaign will be launched in
Punjabi, Marathi and Hindi, by The
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI). Sanjay
Gupta, Chairperson of the FICCI Media and Entertainment
Committee, sa id: "Thanks to the heroic efforts of our health-
care workers and various NGOs, we are at a point where it's
beginning to feel like the ti de is turning. But we must remain
vigilant to protect ourselves, our familie s and our communi-
ties from the continued spread of the virus. This is a crucial
period to scale vaccinations and implement an effective pre-
ventive programme to ensure that we are prepared for the
future and minimise the impact o f the virus on lives and liveli-
hoods." "It's incumbent on us to come together to inform and
provide specific education through effective communication
strategy to all Indians and enable everyone to adopt Covid-
appropriate behaviour," Gupta added.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Just like we move turtleneck sweaters to
the back of the closet, it's time we retire
liquor and bring on clear spirits, fruit

juices and crushed ice. The hot season
demands refreshing drinks, alcoholic or
not, served in tall, frosted glasses.

Here are some signature summer cock-
tails from Jack Daniel's to try out:

THE WASHINGTON
Ingridients: Jack Daniel's Single Barrel,

water, sugar, black tea bags, fresh mint
leaves, lemon, a lime, mint spring

Method: In a saucepan, boil 2 parts of
water with the sugar. Remove from heat

and add tea bags. Steep for 8 minutes, then
discard bags. Add the remaining cups of
water. Transfer to a pitcher and chill. Add
mint and crush with a wooden spoon until
fragrant. Stir in remaining ingredients.
Serve in a glass filled with ice. Garnish with
mint sprigs.

THE TENNESSEE BREEZE

Ingridients: Jack Daniel's Tennessee
Honey, cranberry juice, orange juice, tonic
water, ice

Method: In a blender, combine ice,
juices and Tennessee Honey. Blend until
desired consistency is achieved. Pour con-
tents into chilled rocks glass, top off with
chilled tonic water and enjoy.

Cool off with these refreshing
summer cocktails



Los Angeles | Agencies

Louis Smith was revealed as
Carwash after he was
crowned the winner of The

Masked Dancer final on Saturday
night. The gymnast, 32, wowed
the judges with his performance
set to the iconic dance track Party
Rock Anthem as he donned his
elaborate costume. 

Prior to his unmasking, Squirrel
was revealed as actress Bonnie
Langford, who finished in second
place, Zip was unmasked as Take
That's Howard Donald, who came
third, and Scarecrow was unveiled
as TamzinOuthwaite in fourth

place.  Speaking after the win,
Louis looked overwhelmed as he
said, ''It's been the most bonkers
show I've ever been in but it's

been amazing!' 
Asked how he thought the show

compared to The Masked Singer
he said: 'I think this is a lot

more physical obviously but
I am definitely a better
dancer.'' He also discussed
keeping the big reveal from
his friends and family, say-

ing, ''It was pretty easy keep-
ing it a secret but was diffi-

cult not to tell my
mum.''

Los Angeles | Agencies

British actress Emily Blunt says she finds "a
real sense of purpose" helping out those
who stutter. Given the fact she overcame a

stammer and went onto become a Hollywood
star, the 38-year-old actress feels it is her duty to
help others deal with the issue.

Blunt has been associated with the American
Institute Of Stuttering, and she says she under-
stands the "anguish" of people who stammer.

"I feel like I have a real sense of purpose with
this foundation because it's so personal to me. I
understand the anguish that these kids and adults
are going through. There's a lot of misinformation
out there about stuttering, so it's my job to
enlighten people on what it's about -- that it's not
anxiety-ridden, it's not that you have a mental
disability, and it's not that you have a nervous dis-

position. It's neurological, it's genetic, and it's
nobody's fault, and kids can do nothing about it,"
Blunt says, according to a femalefirst.com report.

The actress, who stars in the current box office
winner "A Quiet Place Part II", adds that she has
"so much empathy" for those struggling with stut-
tering.

"I have so much empathy for them. It's also the
kind of thing that you can't explain to people
because you cannot speak. You're com-
pletely imprisoned by it. I find it incredi-
bly moving, so what I tell the kids and
parents who call me is that
you just have to learn to wrap your
arms around that part of yourself.
You have to learn that it's not the
whole you, it's just a part of you
and everyone's got something
they're dealing with," she says.
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EMILY BLUNT FINDS 'REAL SENSE

OF PURPOSE' IN HELPING 

PEOPLE WHO STUTTER

'MARRIAGE
AND CHILDREN ARE
NOT THINGS I'VE 
WANTED': KELLY

BROOK
Los Angeles | Agencies

Kelly Brook, 41, has revealed what's stopping her
from having children and getting married to
boyfriend Jeremy Parisi. The model has been

with Jeremy, 35, since 2015 but the couple are yet to
become engaged. However, Kelly - who has

been engaged four times before - says mar-
riage and babies is just not "on her radar".
She told the Sunday People, "It's very hard
to change your ways when you get to your
forties and I don't think it's for everyone."

Kelly previously admitted she once
proposed to Jeremy on holiday, only for

him to say no. Asked about rumours
she plans to pop the question again,

she laughed and said, "There are con-
stant rumours about me getting

engaged or married, but no, I've got
no plans to at the moment. "I've got a

bucket list and I have to say a wed-
ding is not on it." She continued, "I
feel like marriage and children are
not things I've wanted. I like travel-

ling and being with my partner, I
like animals, working and being
independent, and I like my free-
dom. I like being spontaneous!

"There are so many things I
love, I think marriage and chil-

dren would stop me doing
them. I try to imagine how it

would be, and when you
have children it's a huge

commitment."

Los Angeles | Agencies

Kyra Sedgwick has talked about her marriage with actor Kevin Bacon, saying
they are in it for the long haul. "Most people have abandonment issues, my
parents got divorced when I was

little. I definitely have those issues.
I don't know why I know more
that he's not going to leave
me," she said.

"I don't know that
other people aren't
going to leave me, I
worry about that a
lot. But I know he is
not going to, only
because it's just a
deep knowing that's
sort of indescrib-
able," Sedgwick
added.

"When I was growing
up and having relation-
ships I always thought --
and there are a lot of people
out there like this -- that some-
thing is going to go wrong and
you're going to leave," she con-
fessed, about having aban-
donment issues.

"I struggle with these
questions because I
honestly feel we just got
lucky and we are both
just in it for the long
haul. He's such a
sticker and I'm such a
sticker, and I just
know no matter what
we are not going to
go anywhere," said
Sedgwick on "The
Drew Barrymore
Show", which airs in
India on Zee
Cafe.
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SUSANNA REID TO HAVE FEMALE 

CO-HOST IF PIERS MORGAN DOESN'T

RETURN TO GOOD MORNING BRITAIN
London | Agencies

ITV bosses may pair Susanna Reid with a full-time female co-host
on GMB if Piers Morgan does not return to the sofa, we can
reveal. Our sources say show chiefs, who are trialling a number

of presenters at the moment, are planning to choose a replacement
from the talent already on their books. Alongside Good Morning
Britain guest hosts such as Richard Madeley, the names now in the
frame include Charlotte Hawkins, Ranvir Singh and Kate Garraway.

The source said, "It is very possible that we will have two
women fronting the show. "Susanna will take the lead, but the

job of her co-host is up for grabs, and it will come down to
who is most popular with viewers. Mouthy Piers left the

show in March after refusing to apologise to Meghan
Markle after saying she lied in her bombshell inter-

view with Oprah Winfrey.
And he told The Sun last month that ITV
bosses have since approached him to return.

The TV host said, "I have had random
third-party feelers put out to see if I would
consider a return. I don't want to say on the
record who, but a pretty close third party."

James Blunt's glad that
pandemic helped him
spend time with family
Los Angeles | Agencies

Singer James Blunt said that the
Covid-19 pandemic has actually
been a

blessing for
him as it gave
him time to
take a break.
According to
contactmu-
sic.com, the
singer was to
go on tour
but could not
due to the
pandemic.
He said, "I
was sup-
posed to be
on tour for a
year and I
was sent
home. And,
you know, for me that was probably a
very good thing because I haven't spent
time at home with my family, ever."
Blunt has two sons with wife Sofia
Wellesley. He added, "I've been promis-
ing that I would take a year off from
music at some stage, but I was lying,
probably. And so this is very good - to
spend time at home, do things that
adults do and family people do. And so
perhaps it has been a blessing in disguise
for me." Meanwhile, he had also opened
a pub in London right before the pan-
demic and felt that it was a wrong deci-
sion. "Well, I mean, I'm definitely in the
wrong business. With the pandemic the
music business completely closed down
and all touring stopped. We were just a
month into what was supposed to be a
world tour and we were sent home,
which was obviously devastating. I'm in
the pub business too, I bought myself a
pub, and obviously that closed down, so
I really picked the wrong businesses."

The Masked Dancer final: Olympic gymnast Louis
Smith is revealed as Carwash and crowned the winner



However, they said the study could
not look into the role of the
Covid-19 virus in causing immu-
nity disturbance leading to
mucormycosis.

Already more than 20,000 cases have been
reported across India, Arunaloke Chakrabarti,
Professor and Head, Department of Medical
Microbiology, PGIMER, said.

In the MucoCovi network study, 16 health-
care centres participated to provide detailed
information about proven mucormycosis
cases with and without Covid-19 infection
from September 1 to December 31, 2020.

The prevalence of Covid associated
mucormycosis (CAM) was 0.27 per cent in
patients managed in hospital wards and 1.6
per cent in patients managed in ICUs.

There was a 2.1-fold rise in mucormycosis
cases during 2020 in India compared to 2019
and the research suggests that this increase is

attributable to the pandemic.
The mortality of the mucormycosis is much

higher than Covid-19 infection. An early diag-
nosis and prompt management may save the
patient.The emergence of mucormycosis is
not new during the second wave. Even during
the first wave last year, doctors of leading
institutes of the country noted the rise of the
number of mucormycosis cases. They were
curious to know the reason of the emergence
of mucormycosis.

Led by doctors at the Postgraduate Institute
of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), a study was conducted with the
name of MucoCovi (Muco from mucormyco-
sis and Covi from Covid) study at 16 centres.

The study results were published on Friday
in the Emerging Infectious Disease Journal.

Chakrabarti said it was seen that on an
average CAM diagnosis was made 18 days
after Covid-19 infection. The most common
sites of infection were found to be nose with

eye involvement (in 58 per cent cases) fol-
lowed by nose with eye and brain involve-
ment (27 per cent) and then lung infection
(nine per cent cases).

It shows a considerable number of patients
reported late to the hospital after the disease
progression to the brain. Besides, facial pain,
nasal blockage and discharge; toothache and
loosening of teeth were seen in a high num-
ber of cases for the first time.

On comparing the cases of CAM with
mucormycosis without Covid-19 (i.e. non-
CAM) it was seen that uncontrolled diabetes
mellitus was the most common underlying
disease in both groups.

In patients with CAM, newly detected dia-
betes mellitus was more frequent compared
to non-CAM cases (20.9 per cent versus 10
per cent). This suggests the direct role of
Covid-19 in causing or worsening diabetes,
which may predispose these patients to
mucormycosis.

In fact, patients with diabetic ketoacidosis
developed CAM early i.e. in less than eight
days of Covid-19. On the other hand, those
patients who developed CAM later had most-
ly received steroid treatment.

It was seen that inappropriate use of
steroids (63.3 per cent) i.e. either in very high
doses or use in patients who did not need it
was associated with development of late
CAM, i.e. more than eight day after Covid-19
diagnosis.

The overall death rate due to mucormyco-
sis (both CAM and non-CAM) was 38.3 per
cent at six weeks and 45.7 per cent after 12
weeks of illness, said the study.

It was seen that patients less than 54 years
of age, those with brain or lung involvement
and those who had to undergo ICU admission
had a higher risk for death.

The authors conclude that the Covid-19
pandemic has resulted in a rise in cases of
mucormycosis from India. Mucormycosis is a
critical problem complicating the later part of
the clinical course of Covid-19 in India due to
improper glucocorticoid usage.

Considering the gaps in the study, the doc-
tors have planned another large-scale multi-
centre study at 30 centres of the country. They
say the study results are likely within the next
three months.

On the occasion of World
Environment Day on Saturday,
marine experts warned that the

coastal areas of Kerala will witness an
increasing trend of storm surge in the
coming years due to the rise in sea sur-
face temperature. To combat this, the
experts called for restoration of coastal
vegetation, putting special emphasis
on mangrove forestation, which,
according to them, will act as a bio-
shield to the coastal belt in protecting
the lives of its people. The views were
expressed during a webinar organised
by the Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI) here, as
part of the programmes being held to
observe World Environment Day. It
was highlighted in the webinar that
the entire Kerala coast recently wit-
nessed 'storm surge' during the two
cyclones -- 'Tauktae' and 'Yaas'. The
experts working on mangroves said
that the frequency of such storm surges
in the coastal belt is likely to increas-
ingly in the coming years with the
rapid warming of the waters in the
Indian Ocean. Alarming winds caused
by the cyclones help form storm surge
in the waters, which results in high
waves, sea erosion and flooding in the
coastal hamlets. CMFRI Director A.
Gopalakrishnan pointed out that
Kerala's coastal region could be pro-
tected from the wrath of the sea to a
great extent through restoration of
mangroves and other biodiversity
works in the region. "Conservation of
coastal biodiversity, which is in deteri-
oration owing to many reasons,
including constructions, is the best
long-term, natural option for protect-
ing the lives of the coastal people from
sea turbulence. Mangroves act as a
model bio-shield to the coastal stretch.
A recent study based on the observa-
tions in the coastal region of Mumbai
revealed that mangroves protect
coastal wave actions and severe
surges. There are lots of ideal areas
along the coastal stretch in Kerala
which can be conserved for mangrove
forestation," Gopalakrishnan said.
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Mangroves: 
Bio-shield of Kerala

'Uncontrolled diabetes, improper steroid
use major factors for black fungus'

Nearly 100 persons died due to lack of oxygen
at the state's apex health institute, the Goa
Medical College at the peak of the second

wave, a tragedy which had put a question mark
over the handling of the second wave by Health
Minister Vishwajit Rane.

In a bid to prep for the third wave, Sawant
appears to have kept the reins of the health admin-
istration in his hands, as the chairperson of the
newly founded Special Task Force, which he has
formed to handle the impending crisis.

The force has already started tracking down the
over 120 paediatricians in the state, who will be
imparted key skills, like ventilator training from
next week.

According to Sawant, nurses will also be trained
to handle Covid emergencies related to children
ahead of during the third wave.

"There are around 120 paediatricians in Goa.
Apart from the seniormost paediatricians, we will

be training the rest of them in ventilator operations.
Nurses will also be trained," according to Sawant.

The training programme for doctors and nurses
is expected to begin from June 7.

Apart from the fatal oxygen crisis, shortage of
trained manpower, as well as shortcomings in the
existing health infrastructure, were some of the key
elements, which led to the criticism of the state
government during the second wave, where the
state witnessed nearly 3,000 new infections a day.

Videos of overflowing hospitals, where patients
were relegated to sleeping on folded cardboard
boxes, also went viral, which led to condemnation
of the functioning of the Health Ministry.

The failure of the Goa government to impose
restrictions on the entry of visitors to the state,
especially from Maharashtra and Karnataka, which
also reported a sizeable number of infections in a
short span of time had also led to the unprecedent-
ed spurt in cases in the coastal state.

However, lessons appear to have been learnt -- at

least for now -- by the Sawant-led administration,
with the special task force already in the process of
rectifying the lacunae which cropped up during the
second wave.

A member of the force told reporter that a special
SOP was being devised by the Goa government,
specially dealing with overall Covid treatment to
children.

"The SOP will be comprehensive. It will not just
deal with treatment protocol, but also cover the
aspect of counselling of children, who are impacted
by Covid," the member said on condition of
anonymity.

The member also said that counsellors, both
from the private and public sector, too would
specifically assist children who suffer from Covid.
"Counselling is critical for children, especially in a
health crisis like this. A special module is being cre-
ated," he said.

The state government has already started an out-
reach programme for vaccination of parents, who
have children below the age of 10 years, in a bid to
stem the severity of infection spread in children
ahead of the third wave.

The Goa government is also in the process of
ramping up the infrastructure for critical care of
paediatric patients, which includes setting up of a
60-bedded paediatric intensive care unit (PICU).

"PICU beds will be increased from eight to 14 in
the existing PICU in GMC and a new 60 bedded
PICU -- 30 bedded each, in the super speciality
block. We have also taken a decision that at any
time 20 beds in an existing ICU, can be converted
into a paediatric ICU," according to Sawant, whose
task force is overseeing the infrastructure creation
process.

A neonatal intensive care unit is also being creat-
ed, he said. Most of the paediatric facilities, Sawant
said would be set-up in the newly created super-
ciality wing of the Goa Medical College.

"Emergency facilities for children will also be set
up in the South Goa and North Goa district hospi-
tals," he said.

The senior Bangladeshi official said his poor, over-
populated country was doing its best to look
after the nearly one million Rohingya who had

been given refuge after brutal pogroms forced them
out of Myanmar."We are therefore understandably
upset when the global community lectures us on our
duties and tells us what more we should do for the
Rohingya. They should d their duty to force Myanmar
to take the Rohingya back," the official told IANS on
the condition of anonymity."I cannot understand this
hypocrisy. We shelter the Rohingya and you tell us I
should give them my bedroom to sleep? How can out-
siders, the so-called global community, dictate to us
where we should keep the Rohingya? Do they forget
we are a sovereign nation? Can they tell the US where
to keep the Cuban exiles?" he queried .

The official said that Bangladesh decided to shift a
few thousand Rohingya to Bhasan Char after the Navy
had completed the construction.

"During cyclone Yaas, many areas on the
Bangladesh coast were badly impacted but nothing
happened to Bhasan Char. But some global NGO ,
who love Bangladesh-bashing, are going to town now
saying that the Rohingya there are unhappy," the offi-
cial said, when his attention was drawn to a Human
Rights Watch report due for release on Sunday.

"If they are so upset with what we have done for the
Rohingya, let them take these refugees to the US and
other Western countries in the way nearly 100,000
Lhotsampas evicted from Bhutan were taken.

"And if you don't want to take them because they
are Muslims and you fear they could be terrorists, how
do you then insist on Bangladesh to shoulder this bur-
den for years when you can't push Myanmar's brutal
military regime to take them back," he told correspon-
dent. The top official said that when UNHCR repre-

sentatives including, Gillian Triggs, Assistant High
Commissioner for Protection, and Raouf Mazou,
Assistant High Commissioner for Operation, visited
Bhasan Char on May 31, some 600 to 700 Rohingya
had demonstrated for more relief. "But a vested quar-
ter tried to create confusion amongst the Rohingyas
and snatch media attention so that the ongoing
process of involving the INGOs and the UN is jeopar-
dised. Only a small section of the 18,000 plus
Rohingya demonstrated but now some global rights
bodies are sitting on judgement saying most were
unhappy with Bhasan Char," he said. The official said
tens of thousands of Bangladesh's own citizens live in
places like Bhasan Char and suffer similar
risks."Should we make a New York for them in
Bangladesh?" he asked.He said if Bangladesh cannot
shift the Rohingya refugees to places like Bhasan Char,
then many of them will keep risking hazardous sea
voyages to Southeast Asia and die when their boats
sink.The official said for Bangladesh, repatriation and
not permanent rehabilitation was the priority.

"The world cannot sleep as we shoulder this huge
burden. And then complain about where and how we
keep them."Our people in thousands went to India
during the 1971 Liberation War, but we did not agitate
over where and how India kept us because they could
only do what they could afford," he added.

After Covid2.0 fiasco, Goa readies
to protect kids from 3rd wave 

In the first evidence-based multi-centre study on
mucormycosis (black fungus) in India, doctors at
the PGIMER here said on Saturday that uncon-
trolled diabetes and improper use of steroid were
the major factors for its emergence.

GUNS SILENT AT LOC, BUT
PAK CONTINUES TO SPONSOR 
TERROR ACTIVITIES IN J&K

'Bhasan Char was the only option'
BBaannggllaaddeesshh  wwaass  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  ssppeenndd  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ffuunnddss  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  tthhee  ssttaattee--ooff--tthhee--aarrtt  ffaacciilliittiieess  aatt
BBhhaassaann  CChhaarr  iissllaanndd  ffoorr  sshhiiffttiinngg  ssoommee  RRoohhiinnggyyaa  rreeffuuggeeeess  ttoo  ddeeccoonnggeesstt  tthhee  TTeekknnaaff  uuppaazziillaa  iinn  CCooxx''ss

BBaazzaarr  ffoorr  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  aanndd  ttoo  aavvooiidd  ccoonnfflliiccttss,,  aa  ttoopp  ooffffiicciiaall  ssaaiidd  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy..

 Anwesha Bhaumik Sumit Kumar Singh

Even though not a single inci-
dent of ceasefire violation has
taken place along Line of

Control (LoC) ever since an agree-
ment was reached in February
between Indian and Pakistani
forces, incidents of terror activities
in Jammu and Kashmir do not seem
to stop.The security agencies said
that as many as 48 terrorists were
killed in the Valley this year till June
1. Last year till June 1, a total 60 ter-
rorists were neutralised in the
Valley."The incidents of terrorists
killed so far this year compared to
last year is due to the heightened
security apparatus," said a senior
government official.The figures with
the security agencies state that in
2020, a total of 221 terrorists were
killed, while 158 militants were
gunned down in 2019 by the
forces.The security establishments
pointed out that despite Pakistan
agreeing to maintain peace along
the LoC, it has not stopped sponsor-
ing terror activities in the
Valley.Further, the intelligence
agencies have alerted security
establishments about a flurry of ter-
rorist activities in their hideouts
close to the LoC in areas under the
control of the Pakistan Army.

Sources said that terrorist training
camps have been active in Pakistan
and groups have gathered across

the LoC, possibly for infiltration
attempts.According to intelligence
agencies, on June 1, different groups
of terrorists gathered in the Lipa
Valley opposite Keran, Naugam and
Rampur sectors.The agencies fur-
ther pointed that last month, 24 ter-
rorists had begun training in Nikial -
- four from Jaishe-e-Mohammed, 10
from AI Badr and 10 from Laskhar-
e-Taiba -- preparing for infiltra-
tion."All the terrorists are being
trained by a retired SSG commando
colloquially named Abu Tala, and
Major Umar of 15 SIND (Nikial),"
intelligence agencies stated.Sources
said that inputs are very clear that
terror groups still have all the sup-
port of the Pakistan Army even
though there has been a decision to
restore ceasefire and no violations
have taken place since February
25.Similarly, frequent gatherings of
a group of terrorists have been
reported over the last month.On
May 24, simultaneous gatherings of
groups ranging from 5-8 terrorists
were reported from Tanagdhar,
Naugam and Poonch.Again on May
25, a group of four Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists divided into
two groups concentrated opposite
Uri. The pattern has been similar
over the last one month, official
said, based on reliable inputs that
have been coming in.

CCrriittiicciisseedd  ffoorr  iittss  ppoooorr
pprreeppaarraattiioonn  aanndd  hhaannddlliinngg
ooff  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  wwaavvee,,  tthhee
PPrraammoodd  SSaawwaanntt  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt  iinn  GGooaa  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo
hhaavvee  ssttoorrmmeedd  ooffff  tthhee
bblloocckkss  qquuiicckkllyy  ttoo  ggeeaarr  uupp
ffoorr  tthhee  iimmppeennddiinngg  nneexxtt
wwaavvee  ooff  tthhee  ccoorroonnaavviirruuss
ppaannddeemmiicc,,  wwhhiicchh  aaccccoorrdd--
iinngg  ttoo  eexxppeerrttss  iiss  eexxppeecctt--
eedd  ttoo  iimmppaacctt  cchhiillddrreenn..

Social media abuzz over monument
for former foe of Kerala CPI-M

Aday after the revised budget was pre-
sented by new Finance Minister K.N.
Balagopal on Friday, which has kept

allocation to build a monument at the cost of
Rs 20 lakh for late veteran politician, R.
Balakrishna Pillai, it invited the maximum
wrath on the social media.

Pillai, who passed away last month, till his
party- Kerala Congress (B) became an 'ally'
of the CPI-M led Left in the 2016 assembly
polls, was one of the most targeted political
personality and was even attacked personal-
ly, giving him the tag of being the most cor-
rupt politician.A media critic on condition of
anonymity said all this can be done only by
the CPI-M, as it has come to a stage where if
they exonerate anyone, such people's past is
forgotten."None will forget what all the CPI-
M leaders said about Pillai, when he was a
stalwart in the UDF. When he and his actor
turned legislator son - K.B. Ganesh Kumar
expressed his desire to move towards the
Left, all their sins were washed away.
Recently, the same thing happened to Jose
K. Mani (son of veteran K.M. Mani- whose
party was also hugely targeted by the CPI-M)
who is now the third biggest ally of the sec-
ond Pinarayi Vijayan government. All what
the Left said about 'corrupt Mani' is no
longer mentioned," said the critic and added
that it's the least surprising of the monument
for Pillai.Pillai's glorious political career
began in 1960, when he won his first assem-

bly election from Pathanapuram as a
Congress candidate and then he had no rea-
son to look back till 2006, when he lost from
his home base at Kottarakara and after that
he has stayed away from electoral politics.

In 1964 he was one of the founders of the
Kerala Congress party, which over the years
has gone numerous splits and after 1977, he
has been heading his own party- Kerala
Congress (B) and has been a State Minister
on numerous occasions under both the Left
and the Congress led UDF.

In his long career when he won eight
times to the Kerala Assembly and once to the
Lok Sabha, he also wrote into record books
for other reasons which included a jail term
for a year in 2011, after he was indicted in a
corruption case for award of a contract for a
power project.Incidentally, the case of Pillai
was vigorously pursued by veteran CPI-M
leader V.S. Achuthanandan.After a brief
sojourn in the jail, taking his health condi-
tion he was given amnesty by the then
Oommen Chandy government.

In 1985 while being a State Minister in the
cabinet of K. Karunakaran, he had to quit
after a petition surfaced that he made a pub-
lic speech asking the people to resort to ter-
rorism and to wage a war against the Union
of India on the 'Punjab model', to achieve
their objectives.Then came another trouble
for him when Oommen Chandy replaced
A.K. Antony in 2004 as Chief Minister, Pillai
was dropped as a Minister, which led to his
anger against Chandy.After his defeat in
2006 assembly polls, he did not stand for any
more elections and in 2015 he and his party
left the Congress led UDF and joined the
CPI-M led LDF.And when the Pinarayi
Vijayan government assumed office in 2016,
he was given a Cabinet status post.

The budget apart from allocating money
for Pillai, has set aside for a similar one for
another former CPI-M veteran- K.R. Gowri,
who quit the party in the mid nineties and
joined the Congress led UDF as an ally and
in two terms was a State Minister also, when
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Brussels|Agencies

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg on
Sunday warned Russia and
Belarus against threatening
the alliance's allies, follow-

ing the forced landing of a passenger
plane within the European Union (EU0
by Belarusian authorities.

"We are of course ready, in an emer-
gency, to protect and defend any ally
against any kind of threat coming from

Minsk and Moscow," dpa news agency
quoted Stoltenberg as saying to the
Welt am Sonntag newspaper.

"We are vigilant and we are following
what is happening in Belarus very
closely," he said.

Belarus is becoming "more and
more dependent" on Russia, he added.

Stoltenberg said NATO was seriously
concerned about the closer coopera-
tion between Moscow and Minsk in

recent months."We have had to learn in
the past that Russia has massively vio-
lated the territorial integrity of states
such as Ukraine, Georgia and
Moldova."He did not want to speculate
too much, Stoltenberg said, noting,
"NATO is a defensive alliance."

Lithuania, Latvia and Poland, all
members of NATO, share borders with
Belarus.

On May 23, Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko forced a
Ryanair commercial flight between two
EU capitals, Athens and Vilnius, to
make an emergency landing in Minsk.

Dissident journalist Roman
Protasevich and his girlfriend Sofia
Sapega, passengers on the plane, were
arrested and are being held in custody.

While the EU responded with sanc-
tions on Belarus, Russian President
Vladimir Putin hosted Lukashenko for
talks and said Moscow would support
Belarus with $500 million in credit.

Putin also underlined his continuing
support for Lukashenko in his con-
frontation with the West.

Ouagadougou|Agencies

More than 100 civilians
were killed and
dozens injured by

suspected terrorists in a vil-
lage in northern Burkina
Faso, according to media
reports.Terrorists raided the
village of Solhan in the
province of Yagha, killing res-
idents, burning homes and
the market, said the country's
official news agency AIB.

The death toll could rise,
Xinhua news agency quoted
the AIB as saying citing gov-
ernment sources.

It added that the country's

Forces of Defense and
Security have launched a
search operation to "get their
hands on the individuals
responsible for the attack".

So far, no group has
claimed responsibility.

Following the tragedy,
President Roch Marc
Christian Kabore declared a
72-hour national mourning
period from Saturday to
Monday."I bow to the memo-
ry of the hundred civilians
killed in the barbaric attack,
and send my condolences to
the families of the victims,"
Kabore tweeted on Saturday.

"We must stand united

against the forces of evil."
Also on Saturday, Prime

Minister Christophe Joseph
Marie Dabire condemned
the attack as "incredible bar-
barism", and called on all
people of Burkina Faso to
"remain united and commit-
ted to valiantly defend our
country". UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
also expressed outrage over
the killings, and underscored
the urgent need for the inter-
national community to
redouble support to member
states in the fight against vio-
lent extremism and its unac-
ceptable human toll.

He expressed his deepest
condolences to the victims'
families, as well as to the gov-
ernment and people of
Burkina Faso, the statement
said.Since 2015, Burkina Faso
has been facing a worsening
security situation, with more
than 1,000 people being
killed and over 1 million dis-
placed by terrorist attacks.

More than 100 civilians
killed in Burkina Faso

Jerusalem|Agencies

Acorrespondent for the Qatar-based
Al Jazeera news channel was
arrested during a protest in the

Arab neighbourhood of Sheikh Jarrah in
East Jerusalem. The Palestinian
Liberation Organization's (PLO) Xavier
Abu Eid accused Israeli police forces of
attacking the TV crew on Saturday and
destroying their equipment, dpa news
agency reported.A spokesman for Israeli
police said the correspondent had phys-
ically attacked security forces while they
were trying to break up the demonstra-
tion and that she had refused to identify
herself.However, video footage of the
incident shows that Givara Budeiri was
wearing a vest with the word "Press" on
it.According to police, residents pelted
security forces with stones and firecrack-
ers during the protests.

In a statement, Al Jazeera said that the
journalist was released from custody
hours after her arrest.

The broadcaster said that one of its
cameramen also had his equipment
destroyed during the incident.

"They came from everywhere, I don't
know why, they kicked me to the wall,"
Al Jazeera cited Budeiri as saying follow-

ing her release late on Saturday.
"They kicked me inside the car in a

very bad way, they were kicking me from
everywhere," she added."We condemn
the actions of the Israeli occupation
forces in the strongest terms. The sys-
tematic targeting of our journalists is in
total violation of all international con-
ventions," Al Jazeera Media Network
acting director general Mostefa Souag
said in a statement."Today's violent
actions by Israeli occupation forces
against Givara Budeiri and Nabil
Mazzawi are in total disregard for the

fundamental human rights of journal-
ists."Conflict over the possible evictions
of Palestinian families in the neighbour-
hood have exacerbated tensions recent-
ly. It has been the focus of attention for
decades because of property
disputes.Both Israeli settlers and
Palestinians claim ownership.

Protests continue in Sheikh Jarrah
even after a May 21 ceasefire was
reached between Israel and the Hamas
movement in the Gaza Strip.

A court decision on the forced evic-
tions had been postponed.

AL JAZEERA JOURNO ARRESTED DURING E.JERUSALEM PROTEST

Baghdad|Agencies

The Iraqi Army said
two drones were shot
down on Sunday over

a military base hosting US-
led international forces
fighting the Islamic State
(IS) terror group.The air
defence system at the Ain
al-Assad base, located in
western Iraq, intercepted
and shot down the two

drones, the Iraqi military-
linked Security Media Cell
said.No casualties or dam-
age was reported, reports
dpa news agency.

The attempted attack was
the latest in a series against
the same base.

Last month, an air attack
targeted Ain al-Assad, caus-
ing no casualties.

In March, a US civilian
contractor died in a rocket
attack on the facility.

Ain al-Assad was one of
the bases that Iran attacked
in January 2020 to avenge
the killing of top Iranian
general Qasem Soleimani
in US strikes on Baghdad.

In recent months, the
heavily fortified Green Zone
in Baghdad, home to the
US embassy, and facilities
hosting US troops in Iraq
have been the target of
repeated attacks blamed on
pro-Iranian groups.

2 drones downed over Iraq
base hosting US forces

Washington|Agencies

Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC)
Trade Ministers have

committed to speeding up the
cross-border flow of Covid-19
vaccines and related goods to
fight the global pandemic.

The pledge came following
the APEC Ministers
Responsible for Trade Meeting
chaired by New Zealand
Minister for Trade and Export
Growth Damien O'Connor,
Xinhua news agency reported.

"As we face the biggest
health and economic crisis of
our lifetimes, I was greatly
heartened to see how we unit-
ed to make progress. We repre-
sent half of global GDP and
wanted to use trade as a force
for good," O'Connor said in a
statement on Sunday.

"We know nobody is safe
until everybody is safe from
COVID-19, and we know that
our region prospers economi-
cally by keeping our markets

open to one another rather
than closing ourselves off."

He said the APEC Trade
Ministers agreed to speed up
the flow of jabs and vaccine-
related goods by eliminating
trade restrictions that increase
the cost.

They also agreed to a set
guidelines for the customs
authorities to ensure quick
vaccines flow, and to remove
barriers to freight and logistics
services to support trade in
vaccines and vaccine-related
goods.

"It is encouraging to see
APEC trade ministers working
together to respond in practi-
cal, concrete terms to the

Covid pandemic and rebuild
our economies," he said.

New Zealand Minister of
State for Trade and Export
Growth Phil Twyford said the
APEC had returned to its tradi-
tional role of championing
multilateralism by rejuvenat-
ing the World Trade
Organization (WHO) and
injecting momentum into a
series of trade negotiations
with the aim of concluding
these by the end of this year.

New Zealand is hosting
APEC 2021 with more than 300
meetings scheduled across the
country.APEC is a regional
economic forum established
in 1989 to leverage the growing
interdependence of the Asia-
Pacific region.

Its 21 members aim to cre-
ate greater prosperity for the
people of the region by pro-
moting balanced, inclusive,
sustainable, innovative and
secure growth and by acceler-
ating regional economic inte-
gration.

APEC Trade Ministers unite on fast
flow of Covid vax, related goods

Tehran|Agencies

The seven candidates who are in the
race for Iran's presidential election
took part in the first round of a tele-

vised debate on economy.
In the debate on Saturday, Ebrahim

Raisi, currently Iran's Judiciary Chief and
widely seen as the front-runner accord-
ing to different polls, stressed the impor-
tance of eliminating obstacles in the way
of production, namely by easing the
issuance of permits in the industry,
reports Xinhua news
agency.Abdolnasser Hemmati, the for-
mer governor of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI), protested the absence of candi-
dates that were not accepted by Iran's
Guardian Council, and claimed to be the
only presidential candidate with solid
economic knowledge.Mohsen
Mehralizadeh, former Vice President
between 2001 and 2005, criticised Raisi
over an alleged lack of formal non-reli-
gious education.

Several candidates then focused their
criticism on Hemmati as a member of
the current President Hassan Rouhani's
administration.They think Hemmati
should be partly responsible for the eco-
nomic situation of the country.

Amir-Hossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, a
conservative member of Parliament
since 2008, pointed to controlling infla-
tion as the essential economic task of the
next Iranian administration, and said he
would reform CBI, as well as Iran's tax-
ing system.Alireza Zakani, head of
Iranian Parliament Research Center,
blasted Hemmati over the failure of
Iran's administration to cash the debt of
a number of "mega debtors," in a situa-
tion of urgent need of funds.

Mohsen Rezaei, a senior officer in the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and
current secretary of the Expediency
Discernment Council, criticized
Hemmati over a lack of subsidies for the
poor, and over a program launched on
2018 to deliver affordable foreign curren-
cy to Iranian importers.

Saeed Jalili, a conservative diplomat
and former Iran's nuclear negotiator,
stressed the importance of convictions
and willpower in a president, and
accused Hemmati of lacking determina-
tion to act in order to solve the country's
problems.A second three-hour TV
debate is scheduled to be held on
Tuesday, and a third one on June 12.

The vote for Iran's next President is
slated for June 18.

Iran's presidential candidates
hold TV debate on economy

UUNN  SSeeccrreettaarryy  GGeenneerraall
AAnnttoonniioo  GGuutteerrrreess
aallssoo  eexxpprreesssseedd  oouutt--
rraaggee  oovveerr  tthhee  kkiilllliinnggss,,
aanndd  uunnddeerrssccoorreedd  tthhee
uurrggeenntt  nneeeedd  ffoorr  tthhee
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoommmmuu--
nniittyy  ttoo  rreeddoouubbllee  ssuupp--
ppoorrtt  ttoo  mmeemmbbeerr
ssttaatteess  iinn  tthhee  ffiigghhtt
aaggaaiinnsstt  vviioolleenntt
eexxttrreemmiissmm  aanndd  iittss
uunnaacccceeppttaabbllee  hhuummaann
ttoollll..

2 KILLED IN US
PARKING LOT
SHOOTING
Washington: Two people
were killed and two others
injured after a shooting at a
parking lot in Indianapolis,
the capital of the US state of
Indiana, police said. Police
officers responded to a
report of shots fired just
after 2 a.m., on Saturday
where they found four peo-
ple shot, Xinhua news
agency reported. One man
was pronounced dead at
the scene, and another
peron died shortly after
being taken to hospital.
Another man and a woman
were injured and taken to
hospital in stable condition,
the Indianapolis
Metropolitan Police
Department said later in the
day. The shooting appeared
to have occurred in the
parking lot after the victims
were at a local business, the
police said. Homicide
detectives are investigating
the shooting.

San Salvador|Agencies

El Salvador President
Nayib Bukele has
announced that he

would send a bill to Congress
next week to make the bit-
coin cryptocurrency a legal
tender in the Central
American country, in what
will be a world first.

Bukele announced the
move in a pre-recorded mes-
sage played on Saturday at
the Bitcoin 2021 conference
in Miami, Florida, during a
presentation hosted by Jack
Mallers, founder digital wal-
let company Strike, reports
dpa news agency.

"Next week I will send to
Congress a bill that will make
bitcoin a legal tender in El
Salvador," Bukele said.

"In the short term this will
generate jobs and help pro-
vide financial inclusion to
thousands outside the formal
economy," the President
added.

Mallers said he has been

working with Bukele to deter-
mine the logistics of the
move."Over 70 per cent of the
active population of El
Salvador doesn't have a bank
account. They're not in the
financial system," Mallers
said during the presentation.

"They asked me to help
write a bill and that they
viewed bitcoin as a world-
class currency and that we
needed to put together a bit-
coin plan to help these peo-
ple."As cited by the Strike
founder, the bill says that "in
order to mitigate the negative
impact from central banks, it
becomes necessary to autho-
rise the circulation of a digital
currency with a supply that
cannot be controlled by any
central bank and is only
altered in accord with objec-
tive and calculable criteria".

The International Labour
Organization estimates that
six out of every 10
Salvadorans are scraping a
living out of the informal
economy in the country.

El Salvador to make
Bitcoin legal tender

London|Agencies

The G7 group of leading
economies have reached "a his-
toric agreement" to reform the

global tax system to make it fit for the
global digital age.Speaking outside
Winfield House in London's Regents
Park on Saturday, the US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said the mini-
mum rate of at least 15 per cent would
end "the race to the bottom in corpo-
rate taxation".In a tweet later, she
added that global minimum tax would
end the race-to-the-bottom in corpo-
rate taxation, and help the global econ-
omy thrive, by levelling the playing field
for businesses and encouraging coun-
tries to compete on positive bases, such
as educating and training their work
forces and investing in research and
development and infrastructure.

"Today G7 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors chaired by
Chancellor Rishi Sunak agreed a land-

mark deal on global tax, and ways to
build a strong, sustainable, balanced
and inclusive global economic recov-
ery," the G7 said in a tweet.

A G7 statement said: "We strongly
support the efforts underway through
the G20/OECD Inclusive Framework to
address the tax challenges arising from
globalisation and the digitalisation of
the economy and to adopt a global
minimum tax."We commit to reaching
an equitable solution on the allocation
of taxing rights, with market countries
awarded taxing rights on at least 20 per
cent of profit exceeding a 10 per cent
margin for the largest and most prof-
itable multinational enterprises. We
will provide for appropriate coordina-
tion between the application of the new
international tax rules and the removal
of all Digital Services Taxes, and other
relevant similar measures, on all com-
panies."We also commit to a global
minimum tax of at least 15 per cent on
a country by country basis. We agree on

the importance of progressing agree-
ment in parallel on both Pillars and
look forward to reaching an agreement
at the July meeting of G20 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank Governors.

"I am delighted to announce that the
G7 Finance Ministers today, after years

of discussions, have reached a historic
agreement to reform the global tax sys-
tem to make it fit for the global digital
age and crucially, to make sure that it's
fair so that the right companies pay the
right tax in the right places," Sunak said
in a video clip posted on Twitter.

"And that's a huge prize for British
taxpayers. This is a very proud moment
and I want to thank my G7 Finance
Minister colleagues for their collective
leadership and for their willingness to
work together to seize this moment to
strike a deal of historic significance that
finally brings our global tax system into
the 21st century," he added.

In a report, The New York Times
said the agreement would also impose
an additional tax on some of the
largest multinational companies,
potentially forcing technology giants
like Amazon, Facebook and Google as
well as other big global businesses to
pay taxes to countries based on where
their goods or services are sold,
regardless of whether they have a
physical presence in that nation.It
however, said garnering wider support
will not be easy.

Ireland, which has a tax rate of 12.5
percent, has come out against the
global minimum tax, arguing that it

would be disruptive to its economic
model. Some major countries such as
China have been quietly tracking the
proceedings but are considered
unlikely to buy in.Finance officials
believe that if enough advanced
economies sign on, then other coun-
tries will be compelled to follow suit
and they plan to exert political pres-
sure on Ireland to join the agreement,
the report said. US President Joe
Biden's administration has been eager
to reach an agreement because a glob-
al minimum tax is closely tied to its
plans to raise the corporate tax rate in
the US to 28 per cent from 21 per cent
to help pay for his infrastructure pro-
posal, The New York Times report
added. The G7 includes the UK,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan
and the US.The UK holds the G7 presi-
dency this year. British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson will host the G7 leaders
for a summit in Cornwall in South
West England from June 11-13.

WWee  aarree  ooff  ccoouurrssee  rreeaaddyy,,
iinn  aann  eemmeerrggeennccyy,,  ttoo  pprroo--
tteecctt  aanndd  ddeeffeenndd  aannyy  aallllyy
aaggaaiinnsstt  aannyy  kkiinndd  ooff  tthhrreeaatt
ccoommiinngg  ffrroomm  MMiinnsskk  aanndd
MMoossccooww,,""  ddppaa  nneewwss
aaggeennccyy  qquuootteedd
SSttoolltteennbbeerrgg  aass  ssaayyiinngg  ttoo
tthhee  WWeelltt  aamm  SSoonnnnttaagg
nneewwssppaappeerr..

❝

❝

NATO WARNS RUSSIA, BELARUS
AGAINST THREATENING ALLIES

TThhee  aaiirr  ddeeffeennccee
ssyysstteemm  aatt  tthhee  AAiinn
aall--AAssssaadd  bbaassee,,
llooccaatteedd  iinn  wweesstteerrnn
IIrraaqq,,  iinntteerrcceepptteedd
aanndd  sshhoott  ddoowwnn  tthhee
ttwwoo  ddrroonneess,,  tthhee
IIrraaqqii  mmiilliittaarryy--
lliinnkkeedd  SSeeccuurriittyy
MMeeddiiaa  CCeellll  ssaaiidd..

88 KILLED BY
BANDITS IN
NIGERIA
Lagos: At least 88 people
were killed and several
others injured following
attacks by bandits in
Nigeria's northwestern
state of Kebbi, police con-
firmed. The bandits
launched attacks on eight
different communities in
the Danko-Wasagu local
government area of the
state, Nafi'u Abubakar, the
state police spokesperson
told reporters on Saturday.
"Initially, the bodies recov-
ered were 66 but as I am
talking to you now, about
88 bodies have been recov-
ered," Xinhua news agency
quoted Abubakar as say-
ing. Security operatives
were deployed to the com-
munities to forestall fur-
ther attacks, he said. In
April, nine policemen and
two members of a civilian
defence group in Kebbi
were killed while repelling
an attack.

G7 SETS MINIMUM TAX OF 15% FOR MNCS
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London|Agencies

New Zealand went for the kill
on the final day of the first
Test against England at

Lord’s. Resuming at 62/2 with a lead
of 165 runs, the Kiwis played attack-
ing cricket to build their lead to 272
before the Lunch session. England
will chase 273 to win in the last two
sessions of the Test in this match
where all three results seem possi-
ble.Inspired by a fifth day attack and
paceman Tim Southee, New
Zealand remain in control despite
Rory Burns compiling his third cen-
tury for England. The Kiwis will
struggle to work their way into a
winning position, however, with
only one day’s play remaining. Tom
Latham (30) and night watchman
Neil Wagner (2) began at the crease
for New Zealand on the final day.
Ross Taylor (33 off 35 balls) took the
cudgel up and shifted the momen-
tum of the innings.Despite New
Zealand trying their heart out to win
the Test, England showed their

resilience with their bat. Sibley (60*)
and Pope (20*) made it to the end to
help the hosts get a draw. Root's
army ended their second innings on
170/3, 103 behind the target.Sibley
finally gets his reward with a single
off Southee... a half-century! 161
balls and three boundaries -- a

responsible knock that has helped
England guide the contest towards a
draw.Root, who had loosened his
wrists off late hitting some fine fours,
finally bites the dust! The skipper
accelerated his innings from 10 off
44 to 40 off 71... and fell to a Wagner
special.

Doha |Agencies

With Bangladesh leading
1-0 at the half time in a
Group E match of the

Asian Qualifiers for the FIFA
World Cup 2022 and AFC Asian
Cup 2023, and with two minutes
left in the game, Khan sent in a
glancing header at the near post
off a corner and salvaged a point
for India. It triggered unlimited
joy in the 'City of Joy'.

India and Bangladesh will
come face to face again in anoth-
er Group E match of the Asian
Qualifiers, this time here in Doha
on Tuesday, and Khan would
surely recall his goal and the
match that he calls unforgettable
while taking the field for the cru-
cial game.

"The match will always be a
hallmark in my life. I had fought
my way back to the National

team after a spell of injuries
that had kept me out of foot-
ball for long. I was so motivat-
ed," Khan told AIFF on the
eve of another encounter
against Bangladesh.

"When I met my dad I told
him about my goal for India.
He had never missed any
match since my Academy
days wherein he used to travel
long distances to watch me
play. I felt proud of not letting
him down, and obviously, he
was proud of his son making a
mark for the country. Life is
made of such moments."

Khan was travelling to YBK
in the team bus when he
came to know of his father's
heart surgery that was to be
performed the same
day."Honestly, I was a bit dev-
astated. My dad has been the
biggest football fan and my

inspiration. I felt helpless. As
we approached the YBK on the
day, I could see the hordes of
fans heading for the cauldron,"
he recalled.

"I will never forget the roar
that greeted us when we
walked in. It made me forget
everything. For a man, there
are days when you feel pos-
sessed, possessed with faith
and belief that you are invinci-
ble on that day. I wanted to
dive deep into my National
team colours - my desperation
to find solace - I wanted to be
the son of the soil."

Khan remembered the
packed-to-the-brim stadium."I
looked at the packed stands.
They had come from distant
corners to watch us, they sacri-
ficed other priorities to watch
me. I needed to pay them
back," he thought.

Bangladesh took the lead in
the 42nd minute through Saad
Uddin."Bangladesh were stub-
born. It was hard to break them.
We tried everything, but it didn't
pan out the way we wanted it to
go, and as we headed into the
half-time, we were a goal down.
In the second half, we went all
out. But the ball just didn't go in.
There were misses, deflections,
goal-line saves, and it made us
start to wonder: 'Is today one of
those days?'"

With a few minutes left in the
match, India earned a
comer."Until now, [Sunil]
Chhetribhai was making the runs
to the first post, but he was
understandably heavily marked.
In fact, just a few minutes earlier,
he did manage to shake off his
marker and glide a header off the
first post, but it went wide," Khan
said.

"As I watched Brandon
[Fernandes] walk up to take the
corner, I gestured to him. Both of
us were roommates for that trip
to Kolkata, and we used to talk a
lot about a goal that I had scored
for Churchill Brothers from one
of his corners, back in our days in
the Hero I-League."

Khan told Chhetri that he
would make that run to the first
post."Brandon, as usual, was spot
on. I somehow managed to leap
and connect with the ball proper-
ly, and it generated the power
and the angle required. I saw the
net bulging and heard the roar --
some 70,000 people were
relieved, cheering my goal, for my
country. Life is certainly made of
such moments -- I went blind, I
went deaf. That roar will stay with
me forever," he said.
"Unfortunately, we didn't have
much time to score another."

FIFA WC QUALIFIERS: INDIA'S ADIL KHAN RECALLS DOUBLE JOY OF 2019

England survive last two sessions to bat
out a draw with New Zealand at Lord's

Paris|Agencies

Maria will now take
on last year's
finalist, American

Sofia Kenin, in the pre-
quarterfinals.No.4 seed
Sofia overcame first-set
blues to beat compatriot
and No.28 seed Jessica
Pegula 4-6, 6-1 6-4 for a
berth in the fourth round
for the third year run-
ning.No.24 seed Coco
Gauff of the US also made

it to the pre-quarterfinals
here for the first time after
her compatriot, No.13
seed Jennifer Brady,
retired due to a foot injury
after losing the first set 1-6.

Gauff will next have to
beat No. 25 seed
OnsJabeur of Tunisia in the
round of 16. Ons shook off
a rough first set to eventu-
ally get past Magda Linette
of Poland, 3-6, 6-0, 6-1. "I
think it was one of my best
matches I have played in a
long time," Maria Sakkari
said after beating Elise
Mertens."Elise played

extremely well, I think. She
never gave up. I think I just
played probably the right
way when I had to. I gave
myself a better chance
today. I just took the
chances, especially in the
third set," Maria told
wtatennis.com.On her
upcoming pre-quarterfinal
match against Sofia Kenin,
Maria said: "(Kenin)
played the final here last
year, so she's playing good
here, for sure. You know,
you don't get easy oppo-
nents in these rounds of a
Slam."

MARIA, COCO MOVE INTO FRENCH
OPEN PRE-QUARTERFINALS

Hopeful of getting picked for
Sri Lanka tour: Kuldeep Yadav

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Versatile distance runner
Sudha Singh is
focussed at this

month's National Inter-State
Athletics Championships will
be to crack the Olympic
Games' qualification mark of
women's 3000 meters stee-
plechase. "The Inter-State
meet will be my last chance
to qualify for the Tokyo
Olympic Games. I'm hopeful
of winning a ticket to Tokyo
before the June 29 deadline
to achieve the qualification
time," Olympian Sudha told
IANS on Sunday.

The Olympic qualification
mark is 9 minutes 30 sec-
onds.The National Inter-State
Athletics Championships is
scheduled to be held from
June 25 in Patiala.

Sudha, 33, said that the
steeplechase qualification
time is within her reach. "I've
been training and racing for a
steeplechase event since
2010. Therefore, I'm confi-
dent of achieving my goal of
running under the qualifica-
tion mark at the Inter-State
competition in Patiala," she

said from Bengaluru, where
she is training.

Initially, Sudha's focus was
to earn Olympic qualification
time in the women's
marathon. But she wasn't
successful in cracking the
marathon qualification mark
of 2 hours 29 minutes 30 sec-
onds in February at the
National Marathon held in
New Delhi.

"I had planned to run
another marathon race in
Europe, but the Covid pan-
demic crisis in India spoiled
my chances. Since the dead-
line of May 31 to qualify for
the marathon is over, the
focus now is to achieve a
good result in the steeple-

chase event," said the 2018
Jakarta Asian Games 3000m
steeplechase silver medallist.

In March, the Uttar
Pradesh athlete had skipped
the Federation Cup, an
Olympic qualification event,
as she was still recovering
from the marathon she had
run the previous month.
Moreover, Sudha was hopeful
of getting a chance to com-
pete in her second marathon
in May. "It takes more than a
month to recover from a
marathon race. Since my tar-
get was to compete in anoth-
er marathon race in May, I
wasn't concentrating much
on track workouts," said the
Arjuna award winner.

Sudha Singh focussed on qualifying
for Olympics in 3000m steeplechase

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav
is disappointed at
missing out on India's

tour of England for the
World Test Championship
(WTC) final against New
Zealand and a five-match
Test series against the hosts.
He hopes he would get
picked for upcoming tour of
Sri Lanka.

"I am disappointed not to
be part of the Indian team
because I wanted to go and
perform and contribute to
the team's win. These
things happen, yes you are
sad, but at the same time
you are ready to perform in
the next opportunity,"
Yadav said.

However, the Chinaman
bowler was hopeful of
securing a spot in the limit-
ed-overs series against Sri
Lanka in July.

"I haven't gone there [to
England], so hopefully I will
go to Sri Lanka and get the
chance to perform there.
Cricket should continue
happening, every player is

sad when he is not in the
team, everyone wants to
remain in the team but
sometimes the situation is
such that you are not part of
the team," Yadav told India
News.India will play the
WTC final in Southampton
from June 18, followed by a
five-Test series against
England, starting August 4
in Nottingham.

ViratKohli is leading
India on the three-and-a-
half-month tour of England.

Yadav, who has played
only seven Tests and has
taken 105 wickets in 63
ODIs, feels that given the
way the team has been
playing in the last few years,
it is better placed than New
Zealand to win the WTC
final."The sort of cricket we
are playing for the last
three-four years and the
positive atmosphere in the
team, even when we play
away we treat it as a home
series, the way the team
played in Australia and
then against England, I feel
we should and we will win,"
he said.

FEDERER PULLS OUT OF FRENCH
OPEN, SAYS MUST LISTEN TO BODY
Paris|Agencies

World No.17 seed Maria
Sakkari of Greece secured
a hard-fought victory over

No.14 seed Elise Mertens of
Belgium 7-5, 6-7(2), 6-2 in a nearly
three-hour contest to reach the
fourth round of the French Open
for the first time in her career.

Maria will now take on last
year's finalist, American Sofia
Kenin, in the pre-
quarterfinals.No.4 seed Sofia over-
came first-set blues to beat com-
patriot and No.28 seed Jessica
Pegula 4-6, 6-1 6-4 for a berth in
the fourth round for the third year
running.

No.24 seed Coco Gauff of the
US also made it to the pre-quar-
terfinals here for the first time
after her compatriot, No.13 seed
Jennifer Brady, retired due to a
foot injury after losing the first set
1-6.

Gauff will next have to beat No.
25 seed OnsJabeur of Tunisia in
the round of 16. Ons shook off a
rough first set to eventually get
past Magda Linette of Poland, 3-6,

6-0, 6-1. "I think it was one of my
best matches I have played in a
long time," Maria Sakkari said
after beating Elise Mertens."Elise
played extremely well, I think. She
never gave up. I think I just played
probably the right way when I had
to. I gave myself a better chance
today. I just took the chances,
especially in the third set," Maria
told wtatennis.com.On her
upcoming pre-quarterfinal match
against Sofia Kenin, Maria said:
"(Kenin) played the final here last
year, so she's playing good here,
for sure. You know, you don't get
easy opponents in these rounds of
a Slam."

SIFAN SHATTERS
WOMEN'S 10,000

METRES WORLD RECORD
Hengelo: Sifan
Hassan of the
Netherlands ran
at a blistering
pace to smash
the women's
10,000 metres
world record,
clocking 29 min-
utes 06.82 seconds here at the FBK Games, a World
Athletics Continental Tour Gold meeting, on
Sunday.Ethiopia's Almaz Ayana had set the previous
record of 29 minutes 17.45 seconds in the 25-lap event at
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro."Wow, to run
this world record here on Sunday in Hengelo is something
I could only dream of. It's the perfect confirmation of the
hard work we've put in getting ready for the Tokyo
Olympics. I am so happy to share this record in front of my
Dutch fans. I am so happy," the 28-year-old Dutch dis-
tance runner said in a post-race interaction.Double world
champion Sifan was on the world record pace from the
start. She closely followed the pacemakers Diane van Es
and Jackline Rotich. The lead group covered the first
1000m in 2 minutes 56.12 seconds.With 19 laps to go, Sifan
passed the pacemaker and went through the halfway stage
in 14 minutes 38.75 seconds. She continued to push hard
in the second half to cross the finish line in 29 minutes
06.82 seconds and entered her name in the record
books.Last year in October, Sifan set European 10,000m
record of 29 minutes 36.67 seconds on the same track.

Doha|Agencies

The Sunil Chhetri-led
Indian football team
would take Bangladesh

lightly at their own peril
when the teams face off in
the combined qualifiers for
the World Cup 2022 and
Asian Cup 2023, here on
Monday.The Igor Stimac-
coached India did well to

concede just one goal against
Asian champions Qatar in
the opening match of the
combined tournament on
June 3, and it's unlikely they
will let their guard down
against Bangladesh who are
ranked 186th in the world,
far below India's 105th rank-
ing.

While India are out of con-
tention in the race for the

2022 World Cup, their focus
is on the Asian Cup 2023,
where they have a chance to
qualify, with another game
against Afghanistan coming
up on June 15 in Doha.

On the eve of the match
against Bangladesh, striker
Manvir Singh said:
"Bangladesh are a very com-
pact side. In Kolkata the last
time we played, they were
very difficult to break down.
They press very hard and
there's always support for
each other. It will be a very
tough match for us."

Defender PritamKotal
added: "People often make
the mistake of judging
Bangladesh as a team on the
basis of their FIFA ranking.

We are aware of the quality
in their side. Football in
Bangladesh has always had a
tradition of being very com-
fortable with the ball. They
are a very good technical
side. We have huge respect
for them."Top India mid-
fielder Brandon Fernandes
said that, it is extremely cru-
cial for the team to stick
together against a team like
Bangladesh.

"The camaraderie in the
squad is exceptional. We are
backing each other up as we
gear up for the next match.
From my experience of our
last match in Kolkata, it will
be very intense match. We
need to capitalise on our
chances."

CHHETRI-LED INDIA IN NO MOOD
TO TAKE BANGLADESH LIGHTLY

On this day:

Lara made highest first-class score of 501 not out
Birmingham|Agencies

Exactly 27 years ago to this day,
former West Indies captain Brian
Lara hammered 501 not out

against Durham in a County
Championship match for
Warwickshire here at Edgbaston. It
remains the highest first-class score
until today.Lara's big first-class score in
a high-scoring match came off 427
deliveries in 474 minutes. He hit 10
sixes and 62 boundaries during the
world record innings.

Lara, who also holds the record for
highest individual score in a Test
innings as well, had surpassed former
Pakistan batsman Hanif Mohammad's
score of 499, scored 35 years prior, in
1959.Mohammed had played that
innings for Karachi against
Bahawalpur in a first-class game in

Pakistan.Durham had
hit 556 for eight
declared in their first
innings, with John
Morris scoring 204. In
response,
Warwickshire lost an
early wicket, which
exposed Lara to the
new ball. The West
Indian settled down
and added 115 for the
second wicket with
New Zealander Roger Twose (51 off 35
balls) and dominated the 314-run third
wicket partnership with Trevor Penney
(44).Lara added unbeaten 332 for the
fourth wicket with Keith Piper before
Warwickshire declared their innings at
810 for four.Lara, who was 111 not out
at stumps on Day 3, hammered 390
runs on the fourth day, which had fol-

lowed a rest day.He reached
the milestone with a drive
through off-side that went
for a four and lifted his arms
in the air. Penney ran up to
him to hug him. Durham
players congratulated him
and some of the spectators
also walked in to congratu-
late him.

A few days before the
innings for Warwickshire,
Lara had scored the then

highest individual Test score of 375
against England in Antigua on April 16,
1994.Australian Matthew Hayden
broke that record by scoring 380
against Zimbabwe on October 9, 2003.

But Lara reclaimed the Test record
on April 10, 2004, almost 10 years after
he had hit 375, scoring 400 not out
again against England in Antigua.

HHooww  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess
ddooeess  iitt  hhaappppeenn  tthhaatt

aann  aatthhlleettee  rreepprreesseenntt--
iinngg  hhiiss  nnaattiioonnaall  tteeaamm
ssccoorreess  aa  mmaattcchh--ssaavv--

iinngg  ggooaall  aanndd  aatt
aallmmoosstt  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee

ttiimmee  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr  iiss
uunnddeerrggooiinngg  aa  hheeaarrtt

ssuurrggeerryy  ----  aa  ssuucccceessss--
ffuull  oonnee??  IInnddiiaann  ffoooott--

bbaallll  tteeaamm  ddeeffeennddeerr
AAddiill  KKhhaann  ssaavvoouurreedd
tthhiiss  oonn  OOccttoobbeerr  1155,,

22001199,,  aatt  tthhee
YYuuvvaaBBhhaarraattii

KKrriirraannggaann  ((YYBBKK)),,
KKoollkkaattaa..

WWoorrlldd  NNoo..1177  sseeeedd
MMaarriiaa  SSaakkkkaarrii  ooff
GGrreeeeccee  sseeccuurreedd  aa
hhaarrdd--ffoouugghhtt  vviiccttoorryy
oovveerr  NNoo..1144  sseeeedd  EElliissee
MMeerrtteennss  ooff  BBeellggiiuumm
77--55,,  66--77((22)),,  66--22  iinn  aa
nneeaarrllyy  tthhrreeee--hhoouurr
ccoonntteesstt  ttoo  rreeaacchh  tthhee
ffoouurrtthh  rroouunndd  ooff  tthhee
FFrreenncchh  OOppeenn  ffoorr  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  iinn  hheerr
ccaarreeeerr..
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The surge in
foreign funds
have also led
the Indian
stock market to
touch new
highs. The
Nifty50 on the
National Stock
Exchange
recorded a
record high of
Rs 15,733.60
during the
week. The
inflow comes
after two 
consecutive
months of
outflow

Team Absolute|Mumbai

A
mid robust fourth quarter
earnings and declining
daily cases of Covid-19, for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPI) have made a come-

back in June and invested nearly Rs

8,000 crore during May 31-June 4. FPIs
made a net investment of Rs 7,967
crore during the week, as per NSDL
data. The surge in foreign funds have
also led the Indian stock market to
touch new highs. The Nifty50 on the
National Stock Exchange recorded a
record high of Rs 15,733.60 during the

week. The inflow comes after two con-
secutive months of outflow. In April
and May, FPI's net selling stood at Rs
9,659 crore and Rs 2,954 crore in
Indian equities, respectively. The
aggregate net investmemt of FPIs into
indian equities so far in 2021 stands at
Rs 51,096 crore.

FPIS RETURN, INVEST NEARLY RS 8K
CR IN INDIAN EQUITIES LAST WEEK

FM meets heads of
insurance companies for

faster claim settlement
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman met the
heads of insurance com-

panies through video confer-
encing on Saturday to review
the progress made under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package (PMGKP) insurance
scheme for health workers
fighting the Covid-19 and also
to accelerate the disburse-
ment of pending claims under
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY)
during the pandemic. The FM
also stressed the importance
of streamlining the process
and documentation require-
ments under the schemes so
that the claims are disbursed
speedily. During the review,
the Finance Minister
observed that under the
PMGKP scheme, a total of 419
claims have been paid as on
date, amounting to Rs 209.5
crore disbursed in the
account of their nominees. To
address the issue of delays
arising out of states sending

documents, the Finance
Minister said that a new sys-
tem has been put in place
whereby a simple certificate
from the District Magistrate
(DM) and endorsed by the
nodal state health authority
will be sufficient to process
these claims. She also appre-
ciated the efforts of New India
Assurance Co which has been
entrusted to manage the
scheme and cited the exam-
ple of Ladakh where a claim
was settled within four hours
of receiving the DM certificate
and urged to maintain a simi-
lar approach in future. The
Finance Minister also directed
the states to take up Covid
claims of health workers on

priority and make maximum
use of this simplified mecha-
nism that has been put in
place. Sitharaman further
observed that under PMJJBY,
a total of 4.65 lakh claims
have been paid of value Rs.
9,307 crore and since the
beginning of the pandemic
i.e., April 1, 2020 onwards till
date, 1.2 lakh claims have
been paid amounting to Rs
2,403 crore, at a disposal rate
of 99 per cent. The Finance
Minister emphasised that
insurance company officials
should continue being sym-
pathetic while providing serv-
ices to nominees of deceased
policy holders, especially dur-
ing pandemic period. She also
appreciated the recent efforts
made by insurance compa-
nies and banks in speedy pro-
cessing of claims. During the
review, Sitharaman also took
stock of the disposal of claims
made under PMSBY scheme
and said that a total of 82,660
claims have been paid of
value Rs 1,629 crore as on
May 31, 2021.

Ahead of privatisation, govt non-life
insurers see employee attrition

The government is planning to sell off about 50 per cent
stake in one of the three non-life insurers viz National
Insurance, United India and Oriental Insurance Company Ltd.

Chennai|Agencies

The government-owned non-life insurers
are witnessing the exit of a sizeable num-
ber of their employees owing to retire-

ment as well as voluntary retirement due to a
combination of factors – personal as well as the
possibility of privatisation, said a top leader of
General Insurance Employees All India
Association (GIEAIA). The government is plan-
ning to sell off about 50 per cent stake in one of
the three non-life insurers viz National
Insurance, United India and Oriental
Insurance Company Ltd. "As per the informa-
tion, at least one person in each region in the
three companies is opting for voluntary retire-
ment. While some are quitting for personal
and family reasons, some others are also quit-
ting as there is uncertainty since the govern-
ment is planning to privatise one of the three
companies," K. Govindan, General Secretary,
GIEAIA, told. Apart from voluntary retirement,
about 150-200 employees in each of the three
companies are retiring in the normal course,
he added. "At a time when there are already 26
private non-life insurers, what is that the gov-
ernment is going to achieve by bringing one
more? The government

could merge the three companies into one,"
Govindan said. He also wondered whether the
government will be able to earn more by pri-
vatisation, as most of the non-life insurers are
not earning profits. Though the government
had initially announced the merger of United
India, National Insurance and Oriental
Insurance into one company, it decided to
junk the plan because of the issues that would
rise, the related process and the huge cost
involved, it is learnt. Moreover, while the syn-
ergy of the merger versus its cost was being
looked at, the Covid-19 pandemic broke out.

Further, the three companies are more or
less similar in their operations and their sol-
vency ratio is below the stipulated one, a sen-
ior official governing the insurance sector told
IANS. According to the source, for the last one
year, the three companies are showing some
signs of green shoots and they are turning prof-
itable or getting on to a profitable growth path.
The government is mulling a strategic disin-
vestment, i.e., sell off 50 per cent as the buyer
will want to have his say in running the com-
pany. The government was not able to get the
expected price when it divested its holding in
New India Assurance a couple of years back
and hence the strategic sale route, Govindan
said. Next year, another round of divestment of
the government's holding in New India

Assurance will take place.
Meanwhile, two insurers -- National
Insurance and United India -- will be

getting new head honchos next
month. The Banks Board Bureau

has recommended Inderjeet
Singh, now with New India

Assurance, for United India,
and Suchita Gupta, now
with GIC Re, for National
Insurance. The Oriental
Insurance is now headed

by Anjan Dey. The
interesting question is

which one of the three head
honchos will be spearhead-

ing the privatisation of his/her
organisation? The employees

are also waiting for wage revi-
sion to happen.

Enterprise services emerge

as 'new value engine'
for telcos: Report

Team Absolute|Mumbai

As digital transformation has gathered an
unprecedented pace amid the pandemic,
enterrise services have emerged as the new

value engine for telecom services providers,
according to a report by ICICI Securities. Noting
that corporates are adopting cloud solutions and
traditional networks are not purpose-built for it, it
said that these new solutions, which run on inter-
net WAN, are challenging the conventional hub
and spoke model. "Enterprise services are emerg-
ing as new value engine for telcos amid rise in
demand for services in the wake of digital trans-
formation," it said. Services are also sold inde-
pendent of network, which is challenging the
conventional model. However, this is also push-
ing telcos to re-innovate and broaden their serv-
ice offerings by expanding into platform or soft-
ware services. Market for traditional services
(voice and data) are declining, but the larger mar-
kets are opening up to cloud and managed serv-
ices, such as security, edge computing, unified
communications, among others, said the report.

Noting that corporates
are adopting cloud
solutions and tradi-
tional networks are
not purpose-built
for it, it said that
these new solu-
tions, which run on
internet WAN, are
challenging the
conventional hub
and spoke model.

Indian Public Cloud market
to reach $9.5B by 2025

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Indian Public Cloud
services market revenue
reached $3.6 billion for

2020 and is set to reach $9.5 bil-
lion by 2025, grow at a CAGR of
21.5 per cent, according to a new
IDC report. For the second half
of 2020, the Indian public cloud
services market totalled $1.9 bil-
lion, according to according to
IDC's ‘Worldwide Semiannual
Public Cloud Services Tracker'.
The Public Cloud services mar-
ket includes infrastructure-as-a-
service (IaaS), platform-as-a-
service (PaaS) solutions and soft-
ware-as-a-service (SaaS). "Public
clouds played a critical role for
organisations in 2020, driven by
business continuity, flexibility

and agility. Cloud will become
crucial as organisations expedite
the development process and
deployment of business applica-
tions to meet the changing work
and business environment," said
Rishu Sharma, Principal Analyst,
Cloud and Artificial Intelligence,
IDC India. SaaS continued to be
the largest component of the
overall public cloud services
market, followed by IaaS and
PaaS last year. The spending con-
tinues to accelerate, with the top
two service providers holding 49
per cent of the Indian public
cloud services market for 2020.
Even though enterprises in the
country have been discussing
cloud adoption for the past few
years, the Covid-19 pandemic
forced enterprises to expedite
their cloud strategy. "This accel-

erated cloud adop-
tion in the country by
several years.
Businesses started
adopting cloud to
host a wide array of
applications ranging
from email servers to
many complex sys-
tems like data ware-
housing, advanced
analytics, etc," said
Harish
Krishnakumar,
Senior Market
Analyst, IDC India.

There was also an increased
migration of enterprise applica-
tions to the cloud. "Moreover, the
remote working induced by the
pandemic propelled the demand
for remote storage capabilities
and also resulted in increased
adoption of cloud-based collabo-
ration tools, VDI applications,
etc," Krishnakumar added. The
pandemic continued to be the
key driver of cloud adoption as
enterprises continued their
investments in cloud infrastruc-
ture, platforms, and software to
improve the resiliency of their
business operations and equip
themselves to tackle successive
waves of the pandemic. As busi-
ness objectives aim at gaining
resiliency, IDC expects cloud
adoption to be further accelerat-
ed for rapid digital innovation.

 Public clouds played
a critical role for
organisations in 2020,
driven by business
continuity, flexibility
and agility. Cloud will
become crucial as
organisations expedite
the development
process and deploy-
ment of business appli-
cations to meet the
changing work and
business environment

IndiGo's Q4FY21 net loss widens

New Delhi: Budget passenger carrier
IndiGo on Saturday reported a wider
net loss for the fourth quarter of 2020-
21 on a year-on-year basis.
Accordingly, the airline's net loss

widened by 31.7 per cent to Rs 1,147.2
crore in the three months ended
March 31, 2021, from Rs 870.8 crore
in the same period a year ago.
Similarly, on a YoY basis, the compa-
ny's revenue from operations
declined by 25 per cent to Rs 6,222.9
crore in the last quarter.  On the fiscal
year basis, the airline's net loss
widened by a massive 2,384.8 per

cent to Rs 5,806.4 crore in FY21 from
Rs 233.7 crore reported for the previ-
ous fiscal. "This has been a very diffi-
cult year with our revenues slumping
hard due to Covid, showing some
signs of recovery during the period
December to February and then
slumping again with the second wave
of the Covid. While we have seen a
sharp decline in revenues in March

through May, we are encouraged by
the modest revenue improvements
starting last week of May and contin-
uing through June," said company's
CEO Ronojoy Dutta."While we have
produced disappointing financial
results this year, we have also posi-
tioned ourselves to be the best-in-
class airline when the inevitable
recovery finally arrives."

Bio-safe retail: DLF Malls to
inoculate employees, tenants 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

ousher in the novel concept of bio-safe retail
spaces, DLF Malls has initiated a drive to
not just inoculate its own employees, but

also its tenants. The novel concept envisages
hygienic and bio-safe zones with vaccinated
front and back-end employees, thereby instilling
confidence in the consumers. Accordingly, the
company plans to inoculate around 10,000
employees, associates and partners across 10 of

its properties in dif-
ferent parts of India
'free of charge'.
Similar drives are
being witnessed
across sectors such
as aviation, hospi-
tality and contact
intensive services
such as salons.
"DLF has taken a
leadership position
when it comes to
securing its

employees and their well-being. We believe that
our employees are akin to frontline workers and
they deserve all the protection," DLF Malls'
Executive Director, Pushpa Bector, told IANS.
"The current drive supplements our ongoing
efforts in providing clean and hygienic retail
spaces," Bector said. Recently, the Centre
allowed for a liberalised vaccination phase
under which private entities can procure vac-

cines at market regulated prices. These jabs can
then be administered under medical supervi-
sion to the company staff. Bector pointed out
that the drive will ensure employees' confidence
in their work spaces, besides instilling a sense of
bio-safety in the consumers. The company will
also launch drive-through vaccination facilities
at its properties for the general public on paid
basis. The latest Covid wave has forced the state
governments to implement local lockdowns and
travel restrictions which have started to slow-
down economic activities. Especially impacted
are the contact intensive service industries such
as organised retail, aviation and hospitality.
However, declining infections rate and acceler-
ated vaccination drive has triggered optimism
over the start of the 'unlock' process. On the
future recovery prospects, Bector said that a
rebound is expected even this year after the lift-
ing of the local lockdowns. "Even now sales are
robust in cities where lockdowns have been lift-
ed in a staggered manner. Pent up demand, sea-
sonality and robust consumer sentiments are
expected to trigger the rebound just like it did
last year," she said. According to Bector, the
recovery process should start gaining pace by
mid-August, when a substantial percentage of
the population in the metro cities will be fully
vaccinated. "By October, economic activities are
expected to be normalised with recovery gaining
pace. We had witnessed 85 per cent per-Covid
sales mark being touched in Q4FY21. A similar
trend is expected," she said. At present, DLF
owns 10 retail properties across the country.

Hyderabad|Agencies

The Software Technology Parks
of India (STPI) will soon
launch 12 more Centres of

Excellence (CoE) in various parts of
the country. STPI Director General,
Omkar Rai, revealed this on the
occasion of the 30th foundation day
of STPI. AIC STPINEXT, a CoE in
health tech, big data and Artificial
Intelligence will come up at
Bengaluru while CoE in agriculture
will be launched at Akola. A CoE in
Efficiency Augmentation at
Bengaluru, FinTech CoE at
Gandhinagar, SmartAgri IoT CoE at
Patna, a CoE in Emerging Tech at
Bhubaneswar and CoE in Industry
4.0 Technology at Visakhapatnam

will also come up. Five CoEs will
come up in north-east, one each in
5 north-east capital cities -- Gangtok
(IT Applications in Healthcare and
AgriTech), Itanagar (GIS
Applications including Drone Tech),
Kohima (IT Applications in Graphic
Design), Aizawl (Gaming), Agartala
(Data Analytics). For nurturing
start-up ecosystem and to create
world class software products by
Indian start-ups, STPI has
embarked the journey of establish-
ing domain-centric CoEs in various
emerging technology areas such as

Artificial Intelligence and
Computer Vision, Internet of
Things (IoT), Fintech, Block
chain, Augmented and
Virtual Reality, Gaming and
Animation etc through col-
laborative model. STPI has in
the past launched 13 CoEs at
Chennai, Bhubaneswar,
Mohali, Bengaluru, Pune,
New Delhi, Gurugram,
Hyderabad, Guwahati,
Shillong, Imphal and
Lucknow. STPI under the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY), Indian government,
working with the objective of
encouraging, promoting,

boosting software exports, and nur-
turing the startup ecosystem in the
country. "Reimagination, recreation,
restoring, and repositioning are in
the DNA of STPI. We are constantly
evolving apropos the dynamic
needs of the Indian IT industry. We
have also infused inclusiveness and
competition in the work culture of
the organisation. And all these have
contributed to setting up 13 CoEs in
various emerging technologies and
subsequently planning for the
launch of the next 12 CoEs in a
time-bound manner. These CoEs

will play a pivotal role in revving up
R&D, innovation, IP creation, and
product development, making India
a product nation in times to come,"
said Omkar Rai. STPI, which started
its journey from three centres, now
has 60 centres pan India with 52
centres in tier-II and tier-III cites.
Today the 194$ billion IT industry
comprising around 18,000-plus
firms that directly employ 4.47 mil-
lion strong workforce, that con-
tributes 8 per cent of GDP is a testi-
mony to the STPI's resolute per-
formance in transforming Indian IT
industry into a global outsourcing
destination for software exports.
"Today our head is held high by ful-
filling our primary mandate of
boosting IT/ITES exports from the
country from Rs 17 crores IT/ITES
exports in 1992-92 to Rs 5.08 lakh
crore during 2020-21 despite the
Covid-19 pandemic," Rai added.
Under STPI's BPO Promotion
Scheme, at present 247 BPO/ITES
units are operational in 102 cities
with reported direct employment of
41,628 people, with highest employ-
ment generation reported in Andhra
Pradesh (10,673). IT/ITES/EDSM
export has grown from Rs 526.69
crore in 2016-17 to Rs 836.42 crore
in 2020-21 from Andhra Pradesh.

 Five CoEs will come up
in north-east, one each in
5 north-east capital cities -
- Gangtok (IT Applications
in Healthcare and
AgriTech), Itanagar (GIS
Applications including
Drone Tech), Kohima (IT
Applications in Graphic
Design), Aizawl (Gaming),
Agartala (Data Analytics).

STPI TO LAUNCH 12 CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE SOON
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Child actress Aditi Jaltare, who is currently
seen in the show "PunyashlokAhilyabai",
says that TV has gone beyond saas-bahu

sagas and faces no threat from OTT.
The actress adds that both platforms are

suited for different types of content.
"While OTT viewership is on the rise, I

believe television has its own niche reli-
gious audience. And today, television is so
much more than stereotypical saas-bahu
sagas. So, I believe both the mediums can
exist in their own space," she told IANS.

The actress says that more shows like
hers should be made on the small screen.

"I believe it's the need of the hour! The
show 'PunyashlokAhilyabai' takes a deep
dive into a significant chapter of history.
Queen Ahilyabai's legacy has inspired so
many people and now we have got the
chance to highlight her extraordinary

journey. The show has shown us the path
for the future... about the way we want to

shape the woman of tomorrow. I believe
that content like this makes us retrospect

and introspect and urges us to bring the nec-
essary change," she says.

Talking about shooting in the pandemic, she
says: "It's definitely not like the simpler times.

But, everyone from the cast and to the crew has
been going above and beyond to ensure a smooth

shooting process. All the necessary precautionary steps
are being taken. Hopefully, things will change for the bet-

ter soon." "PunyashlokAhilyabai" airs on Sony Entertainment
Television.

ANSHUMAN JHA TO BE
SEEN IN HARISH VYAS'

FILM 'HARI-OM'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Anshuman Jha will be
working with filmmaker Harish
Vyas for the third time in the

film tentatively titled, "Hari-Om".
The two have collaborated on

projects such as "Hum BhiAkele
Tum BhiAkele" and "Angrezi

Mein Kehte Hain".
"This will be my third

film with Harish sir, and I
am sure that this one will

be just as memorable. I have
faith in Harish Sir and he trusts

me. I am excited by his stories and whatever
he writes and directs is distinct and suitable
for me as an actor. I
am very familiar with
what he thinks where-
as even he is aware of
my potential and
hence our frequencies
match. It is not the
actor that makes the
choice, it's the choice
that makes the actor
and I am grateful that
Harish sir's scripts are
choosing me," he
says. Appreciating
Anshuman's pattern
of work, Harish says: "He does only one
project at a time. He gave me six months for
'Angrezi Mein Kehte Hain' while we only
needed one month for the shoot. He
prepped the remaining five months, work-
ing on his look and costumes. He had
invested one year for 'Mastram' right from
basic preparation and look to intimacy
workshops with Amanda. He did the same
for 'Hum BhiAkele..' where he played the
part of a gay man. His focus is in the process
and not in the results which is why his per-
formances are memorable." The new film
will be exploring a dynamic father-son rela-
tionship in small-town India.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor Abhishek Banerjee says his wife Tina Noronha's
joy knew no bounds when he was roped in for the
film "Bhediya". But that's because she would get

to meet the film's hero, Varun Dhawan. "I am not her
favourite actor. She has others who are her favourite
actors. She is a huge fan of Varun Dhawan. When
she got to know I was working with him, she was
excited, not for me, but that she would get to see him," said Abhishek.
In fact, she was happy that the actor got to train with Varun for the film. "She
told me, 'Jo main 10 saalmeinnaikarpayi (what I
wasn't able to do in

10 years), Varun did in
two months. She was happy that someone could moti-

vate me towards fitness and I am enjoying living this
healthy life thanks to Varun," he says. Talk shifts to his
soaring career graph, and Abhishek says he is willing to
work in any language as long as the work is fulfilling. "For
me, the content industry is a priority and it is not restricted only
to Hindi language. I am comfortable in Hindi, Tamil and Bengali. I am
aware of Malayalam and Telugu cinema. I will start shooting for a
Telugu film soon. My priority has always been good stories, where they
come from doesn't matter. I have not signed a single OTT show since
last year as nothing excited me," he says.

He says he has never believed in repeating the same roles on screen.
"I don't want to do shows which are trying to do something that has

happened before. I want to do things that are original. When I was
offered the hero's friend's roles. I didn't do that since they were bor-
ing. They were shadow figures. In 'Mirzapur', my role was short but I
have never seen any actor doing this role. I don't want to do something
that others have experienced greatness doing before," he sums up.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor MehulNisar, who is
currently seen in the
show "SantoshiMaa -

SunayeinVratKathayein",
says that showbiz is a very
unpredictable profession.
He says that money has
been a criteria for choos-
ing work at times for him.
"Every actor has to con-
sider the reward aspect as
the work done is an out-
come of hard work and
effort. Acting is a very uncer-
tain profession; it is seasonal in
some ways. At times your work in 30
days a month and at times you are at
home doing nothing for months," said Mehul.

However, the actor adds that things have really
changed for him over the years.

"I feel things have changed a lot drastically over
the years. I am fortunate enough to have had an
opportunity to portray so many varieties of roles. I

started my career in 1998 with aHip Hip
Hurray', where I played a schoolboy.

Gradually, I started playing the younger
brother to the protagonist and then the

elder brother. Later I started playing
chacha to the protagonist. And now I
am playing a role of a father to the
protagonist. It feels as though along
with me my characters have also
grown in age," he says.

Talking about being part of a
mythological drama, he says: "I am

very happy shooting for the show
;SantoshiMaaSunayeVratKathayein;. It

has been more than a month that we are
shooting in Silvassa due to the shoot

restrictions in Maharashtra. As far as the
track goes the character of DC -

DheerajChaddha is very important and has shaped
up really well. And the co-actors with whom I am shoot-
ing are also very cordial and friendly. I have always want-
ed to do a mythological show. Even though in
'SantoshiMaaSunayeVratKathayein', I am a part of
PrithviLok and not the Dev Lok, I feel happy to be a part
of the wonderful show."

Mehul Nisar: Acting is a
very uncertain profession

MRUNAL
THAKUR: I NEVER

CHOOSE FILMS THINKING I
WILL BE A STAR

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress Mrunal Thakur, who has the films "Toofan", "Jersey" and
"AankhMicholi" lined up, says that she has always taken proj-

ects which will help her survive longer in the industry.
The actress says that she has always focused on giving her best

performance in every role. "I am glad that cinema is reaching a wider
audience. There were people and filmmakers who asked me to do a
couple of films in order for me to be famous. But I never choose my

films thinking that I will be a star. I want to survive longer here.
One thing that lasts longer is talent and performances," she told
IANS. The actress adds that the medium has never really mat-
tered to her. "No matter where my films come, they need to be
good. If you ask me personally my job is just to be a part of the

movie. That's what my dream is. Thanks to OTT, in the midst
of a pandemic, as an artist if I can entertain then that is

only through OTT," she says. However, she does feel inse-
cure due to the current situation. "There is a bit of inse-

curity also because of the time that we are living in. I
am not apprehensive, I am just worried that a film

should get the recognition it deserves. Things
have slowed down and this has affected

the entertainment industry," the
actress added.

Team Absolute|Chennai

Actress AishwaryaLekshmi, who
will soon be seen in the Tamil
film "Jagame Thandhiram", had

uploaded a beautiful, artistic picture
on her Instagram on Wednesday.

The sensual picture has garnered
over three lakh likes within just

four days.
The aesthetically beautiful

picture, which played which
lights on a beautiful way,
showed Aishwarya posing,

what appears topless in the
frame.

She had cap-
tioned the image as,

"How You doin".
The post welcomed flattering com-

pliments from her followers with
many praising her beauty.

Directed by KarthikSubbaraj,
the film features Dhanush in
leading role with Aishwarya
as the leading lady. The film
also stars Kalaiyarasan and
Joju George in pivotal
roles, and marks the
Indian debut of Scottish
actor James Cosmo.

The film is set to
release on June 18 on a

leading OTT plat-
form.
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'JAGAME THANDHIRAM' ACTRESS
AISHWARYA LEKSHMI'S POST

GETS GREAT RESPONSE

Abhishek Banerjee:

I am not my wife's

favourite actor

Aditi Jaltare: Television is so
much more than stereotypical

saas-bahu sagas
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