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Congress white paper on Covid not to finger point at government: Rahul

COVID HANDLING INDIA'S GRAVEST
GOVERNANCE FAILURE
Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday released a white paper of the party
on the Covid pandemic and said that the aim of the report is not to finger point at the government, but to help the nation prepare for the third wave. He also asked the government
to make Covid fund for the families who lost their kin and implement the NYAY scheme. The
Congress leader said that the only way out is to vaccinate 100 per cent of the population
and the focus should be on it, while saying that it's good that more than 80 lakh people took
vaccines on Monday, but this should be an ongoing process.
 The White Paper suggested that
the Modi government should have
acted with seriousness and
urgency after the outbreak of the
pandemic in other countries, learnt
from their lessons and followed the
3Ts -- Testing at scale, Tracing with
diligence and Treating with precision.
 It also said that the government
should have screened all international passengers and quarantined
them as necessary from January
2020, and also tested symptomatic
persons with no travel history.
 The White Paper also highlighted
that the Modi government's practice of ignoring the signs and the
science proved "disastrous". It said
that the government notified ICMR,
a research organisation, as the
nodal agency to manage the pandemic instead of the battle-ready
National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) and National Institute of
Virology (NIV).

THE FOUR PILLARS (SUGGESTIONS)
1
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ddressing a press conference virtually, Rahul
Gandhi said, that the
entire country knows that
before the second wave, the
scientists and doctors warned
us. "Government did not take
the necessary action to prevent the second wave of
Covid," he said, adding that
today again we are standing
here. He said that this is our
intention to provide the government the insights on what
to be done. He also pointed
out that it is clear that management of the first and second wave of Covid was disastrous, and we have tried to
point out the reasons behind
it. He asserted, "I would even
go so far as to say that there
might be waves even after the
third wave of Covid-19 as the
virus is mutating". He also

said that the central pillar of
fighting Covid is vaccination.
It said that the Modi government's handling of the
Covid-19 crisis began with its
"early inaction" in January
2020, and how "ignored early
warnings from experts and
political leaders from the
opposition". "The government
ignored the suggestion of epidemiologists to conduct doorto-door screening to detect
and curb the spread of the
virus at the nascent stage," it
said, adding that advice of
experts about the ineffectiveness of lockdowns was also
ignored.

"The idea of understanding exactly what went
wrong, which is the foundation of the White
Paper".
2 The second pillar is preparation for the third wave,
which includes developing the critical infrastructure, including oxygen, and other elements.
3 The idea of an economic assistance package.
Covid is not just a biological phenomena, it is also
an economic and social phenomena and that is
why we have to make sure that the poorest people,
the weakest people, small and medium businesses
are provided support, that they need to get
through."
4 Covid compensation fund, where we give money
to people who have lost loved ones, where we
commit to them support of the Indian nation and
say 'look, we stand with you in this difficult time'.

COVID DEATHS 5-6 TIMES HIGHER, 3RD
WAVE COULD BE WORSE: RAHUL
"It is sure and there is no doubt that the
government is hiding the truth. In my
view, the number of death is five to six
times of the reported figure, but it is not
productive for us to get into discussion of
number of deaths as to how many people died, but it
should be on what we should do next."

RAHUL, CONG TRY TO DERAIL FIGHT AGAINST COVID: BJP
New Delhi: The BJP on Tuesday said that whenever there is a turning point in the battle
against the pandemic, Rahul Gandhi and Congress party try to derail this fight against the
Covid. Patra was replying to the Rahul Gandhi's press conference. BJP national spokesperson
Dr Sambit Patra hit back, saying, "Whenever there is a turning point in the battle against
Covid, Rahul Gandhi and the Congress party have tried their best to do politics. They tried to
derail this fight against Covid."

Rakesh Tikait gives '3 T' formula All J&K Gupkar alliance leaders
to attend PM's all party meet
to intensify farmers stir
Team Absolute|New Delhi

F

armer leader Rakesh
Tikait, who is one
among those leading
the protests on Delhi borders
against three farm laws for
the last seven months, has
given 'Triple T' formula to
intensify the agitation.
Explaining it further,
Rakesh Tikait, spokesperson
of the Bhartiya Kisan Union
(BKU), told reporter, "The
farmer who works in the field
and drive tractor, the same
farmer also goes to the borders to drive the tank. We
have a lot of soldiers, who
run tractors in the fields, and
tanks on the borders. The
same farmer also has Twitter
in the phone. This is the
'Triple T' formula. This will
benefit not only the farmers
movement but also the coun-
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M
try."Meanwhile, crowds on
the borders have begun to
swell once again as thou-

sands of farmers from different states have joined the agitation.

"Three things are necessary to save the
country. Tanks on the borders, tractors in
the fields and Twitter in the hands of the
youth."

5 HELD FOR COLLECTING
DONATIONS BY CREATING
FAKE TEMPLE WEBSITE
Lucknow: The cyber cell of the Uttar Pradesh Police
has arrested five persons who had created a fake website in the name of the Ram Janmabhoomi Trust and
duped innocents of crores of rupees.
Ashish Gupta, Naveen Kumar, Sumit Kumar, Amit
Jha and Suraj Gupta, all residents of New Delhi, were
arrested from GB Nagar. Police have also recovered
mobile phones, SIM cards and Aadhaar cards from
them.
The FIR was first lodged by Anil Kumar Mishra, a
member of the Ram Janmabhoomi Trust in Ayodhya
had alleged that a fake website, similar to the original
one had been created, and it even had a QR code for
financial donations. The code was registered in the
name of one Tejveer Singh. The case was transferred to
the cyber cell of the Uttar Pradesh Police last month.

ainstream political
leaders who are part
of the Peoples
alliance for Gupkar declaration (PAGD), said on Tuesday
that they will be attending the
all party meeting called by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on June 24.
The announcement was
made by Dr Abdullah after the
PAGD meeting, which was
held here at the Gupkar Road
residence of the NC patron.
"Since all of us are part of our

political parties and we have
received individual invitations, it has, therefore, been
decided today that all of us
will go and attend the Prime
Minister's meeting", Dr
Abdullah said. He added that
there is no fixed agenda for
the June 24 meeting and all of
us are free to voice our
demands and feelings.
Mehbooba Mufti said since
the PAGD has decided that
the invitation by the Prime
Minister is on individual
basis, she would also attend
the meeting personally.
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NCP PLAYS DOWN
OPPOSITION MEET
New Delhi: After representatives of various opposition parties met at Sharad
Pawar's house here for over
two and a half hours on
Tuesday, his NCP said that
the meeting was not called
by the party supremo but the
Rashtra Manch of former
Union Minister Yashwant
Sinha. NCP's former Rajya
Sabha member Majeed
Memon said that "speculation is in media that Sharad
Pawar has called the meet,
which is not correct". He said
this meeting was called by
the Rashtra Manch and was
only organised at the residence of Pawar. He rejected
claims that Pawar is "taking a
big political step" and that is
why Congress has boycotted
it, saying Congress leaders
like Kapil Sibal, Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, Vivek Tankha,
Manish Tewari and
Shatrughan Sinha were invited but expressed their difficulty in making it.

SC nod to CBSE, ICSE Class 12
assessment schemes, says
BOARDS ARE INDEPENDENT

The bench noted that if
other boards have conducted exams, that doesn't
necessarily mean that
boards before it -- CBSE
and ICSE -- are bound to
do that. "These Boards are
independent Boards. They
have taken decision to cancel exams which, according
to them, is in larger public
interest of the students,"
said the bench.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed the
petitions challenging
the CBSE and the CICSE's
decision to cancel Class 12
board examinations and also
approved the assessment
schemes proposed by the
boards to evaluate students.
A bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari said: "We hold
that there is no need to interfere with the scheme propounded by the CBSE and

the ICSE. It takes into account
concerns of all students."It
noted that boards have taken
a conscious decision at the
highest level and they have
also taken into consideration
the larger public interest.The
top court dismissed all challenges to the assessment policies framed by the CBSE and
the ICSE to evaluate class 12
students after the cancellation of exams.The top court
upheld the submissions of
the Attorney General, representing the Centre, that the
schemes have been formulated by expert body. The bench
said that all aspects were
taken into account and decision regarding formulation of
scheme was taken with holistic approach, to ensure that
no candidate is prejudiced.

RESOLUTIONS AGAINST CAA, FARM LAWS
WILL BE PASSED IN ASSEMBLY: STALIN
Chennai: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, in his
address to the
Assembly said his government would pass
resolutions against the
Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
and the new Union
farm laws during the
Budget Session.
The DMK has taken
up the issue of the
farmers and the negative impact of the
Union farm laws ever
since the bills were passed, Stalin added. The DMK had
been demanding the withdrawal of the farm-related legislations ever since they were enacted.
The Chief Minister said the CAA had created fear in the
minds of the minorities and was against their interests,
adding that the DMK has always been against such laws.
M.K. Stalin on Tuesday urged his counterparts in eight
coastal states and the Union Territory of Puducherry to
object to the Draft Indian Ports Bill 2021 proposed by the
central government. According to Stalin, the Draft Indian
Ports Bill 2021 was framed by the Union Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways to modify the current management model of minor ports.

Centre declares Delta Plus
as 'variant of concern'
 Twenty-two cases
of the Delta Plus
variant of the coronavirus in India,
with 16 of them
being reported
from Maharashtra
and the remaining
from Madhya
Pradesh and
Kerala, the government said on
Tuesday
Team Absolute|New
Delhi
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he Centre on Tuesday
declared the Delta
Plus variant of the
coronavirus as a 'variant of
concern' in India. In a

press release on the rising
number of Delta Plus cases
in the country, the Union
health ministry said Delta
Plus is "currently a variant
of concern".
This comes just a few
hours after the ministry, in
its routine press briefing
on the coronavirus situation, had said Delta Plus
was only a "variant of
interest".
However, shortly after,
the Centre took a U-turn
and advised Maharashtra,
Kerala and Madhya
Pradesh to take up immediate containment measures, enhance testing,
tracking and vaccination in
districts and clusters where
the Delta Plus variant has
been detected, declaring it
as a "variant of concern".

European awards for Mumbai scientist's 'stem-cell' remedy to kill Covid-19
Quaid Najmi |Mumbai

 Mahajan has been conferred the award for the
"Best Regenerative Medicine & Cell-Based
Therapies Development Company 2021" and the
"GHP Innovation Excellence Award for
Mesenchymal Stem Cells and LPRP
Manufacturing Services 2021", in a virtual ceremony from London.
 Mahajan says that the stem-cell/lyophilized
platelet remedy is a proven protocol for Covid
and post-Covid patients on OPD basis, without
requiring hospitalization for targeting the primary lung disease. He said that the lungs are the
prime target of Covid-19, causing maximum
morbidity, highest stay in ICU/Ventilators and
deaths, and post-treatment, the patient requires
oxygen for several months as lungs develop
fibrosis.

M

umbai scientist-cumresearcher Pradeep
Mahajan - who recently
developed a unique stemcell/platelet-based remedy to kill
the coronavirus naturally - has
bagged two top Global Health &
Pharma, UK, awards for his therapy,
here on Tuesday. The GHP awards
honour and acknowledge individuals and companies which go above
and beyond to come up with breakthrough innovations and giving
their valuable contribution to the
scientific community.
Though it is important to consid-

er individual symptoms as well as
personalise the treatment protocols,
the overall goal should be to ensure
that the core pathologies are targeted, so as to prevent long-term functional disability of any kind, he said.
While most drugs, therapies, and
even vaccines target the
Coronavirus rather than the environment in which it thrives, so they
do not give the desired success rate,
and in order to survive, the virus
continues to mutate.
Hence, for us to combat it, we
must develop a protocol with our
own platelets, which play a fundamental role in respiratory disorders
resulting from viral infections.
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NITISH KUMAR IN DELHI, SETS OFF SPECULATION
OF UNION CABINET EXPANSION
Team Absolute|New Delhi

s soon as Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar reached the
national capital on Tuesday,
speculation started doing rounds
about possible expansion of the
Narendra Modi cabinet and his
Janata Dal-United joining the government.
There was also speculation that the
Bihar Chief Minister is likely to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BJP
chief J.P. Nadda, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and others.
However, Nitish Kumar and his
party termed the visit as a private one
for medical issues and denied any
political meetings were scheduled.
"Came here for personal work to
get my eye tested and treated. There
is no other work," Nitish Kumar said.
On possible cabinet expansion, he
said: "Cabinet expansion is the prerogative of the Prime Minister. There
is no talk about it. It is learnt that
Wednesday, Nitish Kumar will be visiting the AIIMS here for an eye check
up and he has no other appointment
for the day. "Right now as per the
schedule, Nitish Kumarji has only one
appointment... that with doctors at
AIIMS. He is not meeting anyone for

A

right now. Till now, neither time has
been fixed nor has been sought for
meeting the Prime Minister, BJP
President or Home Minister. It is his
personal visit," a senior JD-U leader
said. advice, Nitish Kumar may go for
minor eye procedure at AIIMS, so no
meeting has been fixed.

Amid the buzz of a possible cabinet
expansion at the month end, Nitish
Kumar's visit fuelled the speculation
of his JD-U joining the Modi government and number of ministerial
berths it get.Despite being part of the
NDA, the JD-U did not join the Modi
government in 2019.

MP representative of
Nakul Nath joins BJP
Team Absolute|Bhopal
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n Madhya Pradesh, Congress has suffered
a major setback as representative of
Chhindwara MP Nakul Nath, Saurabh
Thakur, left the Congress and joined BJP in
the presence of BJP State President Vishnu
Dutt Sharma. Congress's District General
Secretary and Youth Congress's district incharge Saurabh Thakur was given membership of the party by the party's state president Vishnudutt Sharma at the BJP's state
office on Tuesday.
Taking membership of BJP, Thakur said
that he has joined BJP after being impressed
by the BJP's policy and good governance of
the central government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the state government led by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.
On this occasion, party's State General
Secretary Bhagwandas Sabnani, Kavita
Patidar, Shartendu Tiwari, Harishankar

Khatik, former minister and MLA Sanjay
Pathak, Chhindwara District President Vivek
Sahu, Yuva Morcha State President Vaibhav
Panwar etc. were present.

A BJP leader said that in 2019, the
JD-U had demanded two ministerial
berths while the BJP was willing to
give only one. "Amid speculation of
expansion, the JD-U is mounting
pressure for three cabinet berths
while BJP is not willing to give more,"
the BJP leader said.

POLICE INSPECTOR
SHOT DEAD BY
TERRORISTS IN
SRINAGAR
Srinagar: A Jammu and
Kashmir Police Inspector
was shot dead by suspected terrorists at Nowgam on
the outskirts of Srinagar on
Tuesday evening, officials
said. Sources said the
police officer, identified as
Parvez Ahmed Dar, was
shot dead when he was
returning home after performing prayers at a
mosque. The area has been
cordoned off. Additional
police forces have reached
the spot and a search operation has been started to
nab the attackers.
This is the second incident of terrorists attacking
J&K policemen in Srinagar
this month. On June 17,
terrorists shot dead a J&K
Police constable near his
residence at Saidpora in
Srinagar.

Yogi, RSS leaders meet
at Maurya's home
Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday joined senior
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leaders for
lunch at the home of Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya, as the ruling party
geared up for the assembly polls just months
away.
RSS general secretary Dattatreya Hosabale
and two other functionaries, Krishna Gopal
and Anil, spent an hour and a half at
Maurya's house, where the chief minister and
another deputy chief minister Dinesh
Sharma were also present. The meeting was
described as 'informal' and the guests
blessed Maurya's recently married son and
daughter-in-law.
But some significance is being seen in this
being the 'first time' that the CM has dropped
in at the official residence of his deputy,
located close to his own in Lucknow.
Recently, replying to reporters' queries in
Bareilly, Maurya had said the Bharatiya
Janata Party parliamentary board will decide
under whose leadership the next assembly
elections are to be fought, a remark interpreted by the opposition as a sign of a rift
between the two.A party spokesperson had
dismissed the comment as the BJP's traditional stance, but Maurya had been seen as a
likely candidate for the CM's post before the
party chose Adityanath the last time.Earlier,
on Monday, Adityanath, his deputies Sharma

and Maurya, and RSS leaders Hosabale
Krishna Gopal had met BJP national general
secretary (organisation) B L Santhosh and
BJP vice-president and Uttar Pradesh incharge Radha Mohan Singh at the CM's
home.The two central BJP leaders also met
the party office bearers at the state unit headquarters on Tuesday.A Maurya aide said
Tuesday's lunch was the first time that
Adityanath visited the deputy CM's official
residence.But before this, the CM had visited
Maurya's family home in Kaushambi district
in October 2018, when the deputy CM's
father Shyam Lal Maurya passed away.
Maurya presented a saffron 'angavastra' to
Adityanath and white ones to his other lunch
guests. His family posed for photographs with
them. His son Yogesh Kumar Maurya married Anjali Maurya on May 21.

Rahul Gandhi steps in resolve
infighting in Punjab unit
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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fter Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh met the party
panel on the state in the national
capital on Tuesday, former Congress
President Rahul Gandhi has stepped in
to defuse the tension in the state unit.
Gandhi has given utmost importance to the state, meeting stake holders who have sought time from him,
said sources.
Some MLAs who met Rahul Gandhi
said that they have mentioned issues
regarding the state. Pargat Singh, who
is among those MLAs critical of the
Chief Minister, said: "If CM is ready to
address the issues raised by me, then
the matter is resolved."
Meanwhile, Amarinder Singh
expressed his displeasure at being targetted and said that undue pressure is

created because of a few individuals,
sources said.
However, senior party leader

Mallikarjun Kharge, who heads the
three-member panel, which has got a
larger mandate for poll preparation
apart from resolving factionalism in the
state party unit, said: "Everybody has
said that they will fight the polls together and the party is united under the
leadership of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi."Sources say the panel discussed the political situation in the
state and also issues related to Navjot
Singh Sidhu and a possible way out to
resolve the issue.
While Sidhu is not relenting in his
attack on the Chief Minister, he has
insisted on an early resolution of issues.
State in-charge Harish Rawat has said
that the matter is with Sonia Gandhi
and refused to comment on statements
made by Sidhu.
Apart from Kharge, the central panel
comprises Rawat and J.P. Aggarwal.

KERALA HC STAYS LAKSHADWEEP GOVT'S 'CONTROVERSIAL' ORDERS Two arrested in Rs

55 lakh bank heist

Kochi|Agencies
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n a setback to the Lakshadweep
administration, the Kerala High
Court on Tuesday stayed two
controversial orders issued by the
island administration.
The orders that have been stayed,
include on removal of beef and
chicken from the noon meal scheme
and the decision to close all the
dairy farms in the island.
The court was hearing the public
interest litigation filed by advocate
A.Akbar hailing from the island.
When the court had asked the reason behind passing such orders, the
Centre replied that since there were
no proper facilities for storing meat,
it was decided to drop it from the
menu.The reason for the Animal
Husbandry department to close
down the dairy farms was that such
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farms were found not to be financially viable.The court, however, did
not find these reasons valid and
stayed both the orders until further
notice.
Since the appointment of former

Gujarat Minister Praful Khoda Patel
as the new island Administrator,
things have been in turmoil following new orders, which the islanders
feels are a breach on their culture
and traditions.Since then there have

been numerous protests in the
island and the day Patel arrived in
the island on a few days visit on June
14, all of them wore black and shouted slogans of 'go back' from their
homes.

he Delhi police have
arrested two men for
breaking into a bank in
Shahdara area and fleeing
with nearly Rs 55 lakh, officials said.
Police have also recovered
hammer, chisel and helmets
from their possession.
According to the police,
the men entered the Union
Bank of India's branch by
breaking the wall of an adjacent under-construction
building, and decamped with
nearly Rs 55 lakh, on

US Navy, IAF to carry out joint
drill in Indian Ocean Region

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he US Navy and the Indian Air Force
(IAF) will carry out joint drills in the
Indian Ocean Region for two days
starting Wednesday.
As a strategic outreach exercise with the

defence forces of friendly foreign countries
in the Indian Ocean Region, the Indian Air
Force will participate in operational engagements with the US Navy in an exercise to be
carried out with the Ronald Reagan Carrier
Strike Group (CSG) on June 23 and 24.
The Reagan Carrier Strike Group is cur-

rently deployed in the Indian Ocean Region.
The exercise in the area of responsibility of
the Southern Air Command will see the IAF
personnel operate from the bases under four
operational commands and will include
Jaguars and Su-30 MKI fighters, airborne
warning and control system, airborne early

warning and control (AEW&C) system and
air-to-air refueller aircraft.
"The US Carrier Strike Group is expected
to field F-18 fighters and E-2C Hawkeye
AEW&C aircraft," the IAF said.
The exercise will be carried out south of
Thiruvananthapuram, on the western
seaboard, over two days.The IAF has extensive experience in maritime operations in
the Indian Ocean Region. This has been consolidated over the years by the conduct of
exercises from the country's island territories, including participation in international
exercises.The multi-spectral capability of the
IAF in IOR also includes humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions and logistics support undertaken in support of the
friendly nations in the region.
This engagement with the US CSG offers
one more opportunity to undertake joint
operations in the maritime domain with a
friendly foreign power.
The exercise with the US CSG will focus
on multiple areas, including enhancing
aspects of interoperability, nuances of international integrated maritime search and rescue operations and exchange of best practices in the maritime airpower domain.

Monday.The duo had
allegedly drilled their way
into the bank's server room
from the adjacent under-construction building.
The break-in was later
reported to the police by the
Bank Manager, following
which an investigation was
launched.A team led by the
Additional DCP Nishant
Gupta and ACP Rajesh
Meena was constituted for
collecting and analysing the
CCTV footages of the last
three months in and around
the place of incident.
Meanwhile, one CCTV

camera installed near an
ATM located next to the
under construction building
was found suspicious.
During the investigation it
was found that the CCTV
camera was tampered.
Working on this lead, it was
established that the camera
was tampered by someone
from the first floor.
Soon after it was found
that one Hari Ram, who lives
nearby the bank, was a friend
of one the caretakers of the
building where the CCTV
camera was installed, police
said.

19-year-old beaten to death
in Gurugram, 4 arrested

Gurugram|Agencies

urugram police have
arrested four persons
for allegedly thrashing
a 19-year-old college student
to death over his relationship
with a girl, the police said on
Tuesday.
According to the police,
the victim has been identified
as Narender alias Nitin, a resident of Naharpur Rupa village.An altercation over
Nitin's relationship with a girl
is said to be the motive
behind the killing, the police
said.
The arrested persons have
been identified as Kultaj,
Pradeep, Maan Singh alias
Monu, and Varun, all residents of Gurugram.
The victim's mother,
Kamlesh, stated in her police
complaint that his son was

G

called to the Greenwood City
in Sector 45 by the girl's
cousin named Varun on
Sunday. When Nitin reached
there, Varun, along 8-9 other
persons, brutally thrashed
him with sticks before fleeing
from the spot.
"We found him lying
unconscious in the Sector 45
area with the help of his
phone location, which Nitin
had shared with his brotherin-law. He was taken to a
hospital, but he died during
treatment on Sunday
evening," she told the police.
"The accused persons have
been arrested by a team of
Sector 40 police station following a tip-off. They will be
produced before a local court
for further legal proceeding,"
Preet Pal Sangwan, ACP
(Crime), told reporter.
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maharashtra
UNEARTH FAKE VACCINATION RACKET, After Black Fungus, Maha
gets 21 cases of the dreaded
BOMBAY HC TO MAHA GOVT
Delta Plus variants
Mumbai, Wednesday, June 23, 2021
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aking serious cognizance of the
Covid vaccination frauds that
recently shocked Mumbai, the
Bombay High Court on Tuesday
directed the Maharashtra government and BrihanMumbai Municipal
Corporation to catch the kingpins
and unearth the entire racket.
Hearing the PIL filed by a social
activist, advocate Siddharth
Chandrashekhar, a division bench
comprising Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice G.S. Kulkarni asked
the Mumbai Police to submit the status report of its investigations into the
scams by Thursday.
Suggesting that the government
and the civic body could form a policy on priority to ensure no innocents
suffer, the court wanted to know
whether a system could be created to
keep track of the doses which are
released to the organisers of private
inoculation camps in housing societies, corporate houses or educational institutions.
Stressing on the urgent need to

form relevant guidelines, the court
said that the frauds are taking place
mostly in the western suburbs (of
Mumbai) and said the racket must be
unearthed to find out the kingpin
defrauding people in such a 'novel'
way. "It is unimaginable that during
this time of crisis when the entire
humanity is suffering, people are
committing such frauds," the judges
noted.
The court further asked the state

and the BMC to inform them about
the procedures that can be adopted
by the housing societies to prevent
such fake inoculation camps and said
they should invoke the provisions of
the Disaster Management Act and
Epidemic Diseases Act against the
culprits.The BMC's counsel, senior
advocate Anil Sakhare, informed the
court that the Mumbai Police are
already investigating the issue and
the civic body has also initiated the

Fuel price hiked again, petrol nearing
century mark across the country
Team Absolute|Mumbai
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o far, we have found 21
cases of Delta Plus variant in the state," a grim
Minister Tope said here late
on Monday, as health circles
went into a tizzy to tackle the
unfolding new public health
challenge.
The highest number of
cases has been detected in
the coastal districts like
Ratnagiri (9), Mumbai (2)
and one case each in
Palghar, Thane and
Sindhudurg districts, while
another 7 cases detected in

Jalgaon in interior northern
Maharashtra.
The incidence of the Delta

SC STAYS HC ORDER IN MP NAVNEET KAUR RANA'S CASE
I

per litre across the four metros.Accordingly, the price of
petrol increased by 28 paise
per litre to Rs 97.50 per litre
and diesel by 26 paise per
litre to Rs 88.23 per litre in
Delhi.In the city of Mumbai,
where petrol prices crossed
Rs 100 mark for the first time
ever on May 29, the fuel price

reached a new high of Rs
103.63 per litre on Tuesday.
Diesel prices also increased
in the city by 30 paise per litre
to reach Rs 95.72 a litre, the
highest among metros.
Across the country as well
petrol and diesel prices
increased on Tuesday but its
retail prices varied depend-
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operating margins will render stability to credit profiles,
even as capital spending is
enhanced after the curtailment last year, an analysis of
40 hospital companies
(including 36 rated by
CRISIL Ratings), with a combined revenue of about Rs
32,000 crore, showed.
To recall, the performance

of hospitals was severely
impacted in the first quarter
of last fiscal due to postponement of elective surgeries
and preventive healthcare
(which together account for
60 per cent of revenue), in
addition to travel restrictions
and curbs on Covid-19 treatment by private hospitals.
The sector clawed back in

Plus variants comes close in
the heels of the
Mucormycosis or Black
Fungus that the state is grappling with since the past couple of months.
State Covid-19 Task Force
Member Dr. Uday Kulkarni
assured today that there is no
cause for worry and efforts
are on to determine the
treatment course and other
protocols to control it.So far,
the state has tested over
7,500 and more are being
collected at the rate of 100
per district for the Delta variants, said officials.

Caste certificate cancellation

n a relief for Navneet Kaur Rana, first-time MP
from Maharashtra's Amaravati, the Supreme
Court has stayed a High Court order cancelling
her Scheduled Caste certificate.
A bench comprising Justices Vineet Saran and
Dinesh Maheshwari stayed the operation of the
Bombay High Court order and issued notice on her
petition against the HC order. Senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, representing Rana, submitted that
the terms Mochi and Chamar are synonymous, and
the scrutiny committee had decided her caste status based on original records produced before it.
He said the genuineness of the documents was not
contested; however, the High Court reversed the
scrutiny committee's decision in a writ petition.
Rana had successfully contested the Amaravati
Lok Sabha seat, reserved for Scheduled Castes.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, representing the petitioners who approached the High Court challenging Rana's caste certificate, submitted before the
bench that the vigilance committee had found that

Higher occupancy to drive
recovery for pvt hospitals
igher occupancy due
to a surge in Covid-19
treatments will help
private hospitals bounce
back with 15-17 per cent
growth in revenue this fiscal,
a shade above what they
attained in the pre-pandemic
year of fiscal 2020, Crisil said
on Tuesday.
According to a report by
the ratings agency, higher
occupancy and revenue will
aid recovery of operating
margin by 100-200 basis
points (bps) to 13-14 per
cent, but still fall short of the
fiscal 2020 mark due to higher proportion of Covid-19
treatments, which are less
profitable.
That said, recovery in

Sounding fresh alarm bells, at least 21 cases
of the dreaded Delta Plus variant of Covid-19
have been reported in Maharashtra, Health
Minister Rajesh Tope has said.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

F

uel prices increased
again across the country
on Tuesday adding
more misery for the common
man already grappling with
rising food prices amid
shrinking income.
With the rise, petrol prices
have reached very close to
hitting the century mark all
across the country extending
the scope of historic high
prices that had already made
the fuel rate cross the Rs 100
per litre-mark in certain cities
and towns of Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh.
On Tuesday, the oil marketing companies (OMCs)
raised the price of petrol and
diesel between 25-30 paise

necessary measures.
"Imagine the plight of the person
vaccinated with water. His state of
mind is unimaginable," the court said
while hearing the petitioner's lawyer
Anita Castellino on the fraudulent
vaccination drive on 390 members
and others in the posh Hiranandani
Heritage Society in Kandivali west last
month.Later, other instances also
came to light, including at the Aditya
College in Borivali and the Tips
Industries Ltd in Andheri, even as the
police swooped and nabbed five persons in connection with the fraud last
week.In most of these #VToo scams
that have emerged, there are several
common points like the vaccination
data not uploaded on the CoWIN
portal, the Covid Vaccination
Certificate (CVCs) not issued or
delayed and coming from different
hospitals with many errors, people
not experiencing the possible sideeffects post-dose, exorbitant charges
for vaccines which the government
has now started giving for free, the
vaccine vials were not sealed or
stamped 'Not For Sale' etc.

the second quarter and had
recovered completely by the
third as elective surgeries
and preventive healthcare
treatment increased and
Covid-19 treatments, too,
were permitted for most private hospitals. This helped
limit the overall revenue
decline to 12 per cent for the
full year. Higher occupancy
should, in turn, drive recovery in operating margin as
well, but remain short of the
pre-pandemic level of 15 per
cent. Much of the revenue
increase would be on
account of Covid-19 beds,
which can realise only 50-60
per cent of average revenue
per bed for non-Covid-19
treatments, as state governments cap the charges.

the documents were fabricated. Sibal said the stay
cannot be granted without hearing him and cited
the findings of the vigilance cell relating to fabrication of documents. The bench asked Sibal to file a
counter-affidavit in the matter.

The bench noted that if the High Court was dissatisfied with the findings of the scrutiny committee, it should have sent the matter back to the committee for fresh consideration. After a brief hearing
in the matter, the top court stayed the High Court
order.Rana had moved the top court challenging
the High Court order, which cancelled her caste
certificate saying it was obtained using fabricated
documents. The MP would have lost her Lok Sabha
seat if the court order was not put on hold.
On June 8, the High Court had also imposed a
cost of Rs 2 lakh, which she was to deposit with the
Maharashtra Legal Services Authority within two
weeks.
"In our view, it was systematic fraud committed
by the respondent no.3 (Rana) with the assistance
of her father to obtain the caste certificate Mochi by
fabricating the records to enable her to contest the
election for Member of Parliament in the
Constituency reserved for reserved category candidate and other benefits available to such caste
under Constitution of India," the High Court had
said.

TRP scam: Goswami, others named
in supplementary charge sheet
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Editor-in-Chief of
Republic TV Arnab
Goswami, who is one of the
accused in the alleged TRP scam
unearthed last year, has been
named in a massive 1,800-page
supplementary charge sheet filed
by the Mumbai Police, here on
Tuesday.
Goswami and the TV channel
were added as accused in the TRP
scam and a first information
report (FIR) was lodged against
them during the tenure of former
Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh, creating a nationwide sensation.
Besides Goswami, the other
accused include some
staffers/employees of the ARG
Outlier Media, the COO Priya
Mukherjee, Shiva Sundaram, Shivendu
Mulelkar, Ranjit Walter, Amit M. Dave
and Sanjay S. Verma, in the supple-

mentary charge sheet filed with the
Esplanade Metropolitan Magistrate
Court.
The police have chargesheeted at

least 15 persons so far in the
case who include the ex-CEO
of Broadcast Audience
Research Council Partho
Dasgupta and Republic TV
CEO Vikash Khanchandani,
invoking charges of cheating,
forgery, criminal conspiracy,
destroying evidence and
criminal breach of trust, etc.
In March this year, the
Goswami had filed a plea in
the Bombay High Court alleging serious malafides against
the Mumbai Police, especially
the former CoP Singh and
was granted temporary
reprieve from arrest.
The journalist also sought
to quash the FIR of October
6, 2020 and the charge sheets
in the case arguing that he
was not named in the FIR or the
charge sheet, but was kept in the suspect category as a harassment tactic
and a vendetta.

Gujarat
to
urge
HC
to
3rd Covid wave unpredictability could
lower
mask
fine
to
Rs
500
impact tourism restart: Sawant
The Gujarat government has announced that it will urge the
high court to allow reduction in fine for not wearing mask in
public places, from the present Rs 1,000 to Rs 500. It was
on the suggestion by the court last year, that the Gujarat
government had raised the fine from Rs 500 to Rs 1,000.

PANAJI | Agencies

T

he unpredictability of the
third Covid wave may impact
the Goa government's decision to restart tourism-related activities in the state, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on Tuesday.
Sawant said the state government
would not sanction the restarting of
tourism activities until 100 per cent
of the state's population is vaccinated with the first jab, adding that July
30 was the target for the total coverage of the first jab.
"We have extended the curfew to
28 (June) but our industrial activities are on. Mostly, tourism activities are shut down. We can think of
restarting tourism activity after 100
per cent completion of the first
dose, which is after July 30," Sawant
said.
"We will take a decision after
analysing the possible coming of
the third wave. At present, we cannot predict," he added.
Sawant said that the second
Covid wave and the closure of
tourism activities had impacted the

GANDHINAGAR | Agencies

he Gujarat High Court
in its order last year,
when the first wave of
the pandemic was at its peak,
had ordered the government
to collect a minimum fine of
Rs 1,000 from those found
without masks in public
places, following which, the
government had raised the
fine to the present level.
In August 2020, due to the
rising number of coronavirus
cases in the state, the high
court had observed that
"masks are logically the best
defence individuals have
against Covid-19".
Now, as the number of
coronavirus cases is on the
decline again, after the second wave of Covid-19 reced-

T

state's finances.
"The state revenue has been
badly impacted over the last two

months. The shut down of tourism
and other activities has also brought
down our GST (Goods and Services

Tax) collection. We are coming out
with a solution," the Chief Minister
said.

ed, the state government
feels that the present fine of
Rs 1,000 should be halved.
Gujarat chief minister Vijay
Rupani on Monday instruct-

ed the legal authorities to
prepare for a request to the
high court to allow it to lower
the fine to Rs 500.

04

madhya pradesh

Mumbai, Wednesday, June 23, 2021

VACCINATION MEGA CAMPAIGN WAS SUCCESSFUL AS Indore created history
EVERYONE JOINED WITH THEIR HEART AND SOUL: CM in vaccination also
Team Absolute |Indore

RECORD SET FOR
MAXIMUM VACCINATIONS
IN A DAY IN THE COUNTRY,
CHIEF MINISTER CHOUHAN
CONGRATULATED THE
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
AND ADDRESSED BEFORE
THE MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
said that vaccination is
life in this period of corona
infection. All the members of
the Council of Ministers put
their heart and soul in this
campaign to save lives. As a
result, on June 21, 16 lakh 95
thousand 592 people were
vaccinated. Madhya Pradesh
has shown by setting the
record of administering maximum number of vaccines in
a day in the country. All the
members of the Cabinet
deserve congratulations for
this achievement. Chouhan
thanked Prime Minister for
adequate supply of vaccines
to the state. Chief Minister
was addressing the ministers
before the meeting of the
Cabinet. The meeting started
with the recitation of VandeMataram.

C

ndore is the district of
Madhya Pradesh, which
has created many history.
This district has also created
history in the ongoing fight
against Corona. Indore has
the highest number of vaccines in the country in a single day. Indore is recognized
as the cleanest city in the
country. Now this city has
again created a new history
in the country. Indore has
become the first district in
the country to have the maximum number of vaccinations
in a day. In Indore district,
more than two lakh, 12 thousand people were vaccinated
in a day under the vaccination campaign.
Giving details of the strategy made to make this campaign successful, Collector
Manish Singh said that by
making a micro action plan, it
was effectively implemented

I

Fear and confusion about vaccination
removed, now work in a competitive spirit
Chief Minister Chouhan said that the vaccination campaign
would continue in the state. 5 crore 49 lakh people have to be
vaccinated in the state. It is our endeavour to achieve this target as soon as possible. Intensive immunization campaign will
be launched again in the entire state on July 1, 2 and 3. Chief
Minister Chouhan said that this campaign on International
Yoga Day on June 21 was conducted on the initiative of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This campaign has also helped in
removing the confusion and fear created in the minds of the
general public regarding vaccination. The tendency of people
to oppose vaccination has also decreased. Now urban bodies
and panchayats should work in the spirit of competition in the
vaccination drive, this will give impetus to the vaccination in
the state. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan said that special attention should be paid to vaccination in areas prone to infection
and border districts.

Transfer should be done only on
humanitarian and administrative
grounds
Chief Minister said that the ban on transfer is being
removed from July 1. Ministers in charge will have
the right to transfer within the district. The transfers
will be on humanitarian and administrative grounds.
Ensure complete transparency in the transfer
process. It should also be ensured that the works of
public welfare and development and the administrative system are not affected.

Now the ration bag will be the mode of
information
Chief Minister Shri Chouhan said that Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana and other food distribution schemes of the state
government would be given the form of a campaign in a coordinated manner. Now the ration will be distributed in bags from
the fair price shop. Motivational information regarding public
welfare schemes and vaccination will be written on the bag.

Top priority to Provide
benefits of public welfare
schemes to eligible persons
The members of the Council of Ministers had a
one-to-one discussion with Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan at his residence. Chief Minister
said that necessary action plans and strategies
should be made with the aim of completing the
development activities in the state in time-limit
and to provide benefits of public welfare schemes
to every eligible person.

adhya Pradesh has created history in the corona vaccination
and about 17 lakh people have
been vaccinated in a day. Describing the
success of vaccination as a big achievement, BJP state president Vishnu Dutt
Sharma said that Madhya Pradesh has
lived up to the expectations of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. State President
Sharma, on the first day of the vaccination campaign, said that this has been
achieved by the hard work of the central
government, state government, party
workers and public support, for which I
would like to express my gratitude to all.
Sharma said that this success has
once again proved the significance of
the model adopted in Madhya Pradesh
for corona control and the state has

M

TEENAGERS SWIMMING
IN THE UPPER LAKE,
NABBED BY POLICE
Team Absolute |Bhopal

olice
caught
the
teenagers taking a bath
in the upper lake of
Bhopal, the capital of Madhya
Pradesh, with the help of
divers and also made them to
parade in their semi-naked
state. Its video is going viral on
social media. This video is
being told two days old.
According to the information
received, some teenagers
were taking a bath on Sunday
near the statue of Raja Bhoj in
the upper lake. Seeing them
taking a bath, a sub-inspector

P

of Talaiya police station
reached the spot, with the
help of municipal divers,
caught these teenagers and
brought them out. After that
sit-ups were held with these
teenagers, as well as a procession was taken out in seminaked condition.
In the video going viral on
social media, Dial 100 of the
police FRV is running ahead,
while half-naked teenagers
are running behind. After this
video went viral on social
media, senior police officers
have ordered an inquiry into
the whole matter.

lived up to the expectations of the Prime
Minister.
State President Sharma while congrat-

State reports 65 fresh
Covid cases, 20 deaths
Bhopal: According to an official data, Madhya Pradesh on
Tuesday recorded 65 fresh Covid cases, taking the state's tally
to 7,89,415, while 20 deaths increased the toll to 8,806. A total
of 318 people were discharged from hospitals in the last 24
hours, after which the recovery count touched 7,78,902, he
said. The official pointed out that 31 of the state's 52 districts
did not report a
single COVID-19
case in the last 24
hours.
"Indore and
Bhopal added 15
and 13 cases, taking their respective
tallies to 1,52,776
and 1,23,045.
While Indore
reported one
death, after which
its toll reached 1,377, Bhopal's toll remained unchanged at
972. MP now has 1,707 active cases, with Bhopal accounting
for 522 and Indore 344," the official said.With 64,415 samples
being examined in the last 24 hours, the number of tests in MP
went up to 1,15,32,528. Total cases in MP are 7,89,415, new
cases 65, death toll 8,806, recovered 7,78,902, active cases
1,707, number of tests so far 1,15,32,528.

ous arrangements for the
vaccination campaign in the
district were made on the
lines of of democracy. Focal
points were made for distribution of vaccination material. More than one thousand
vaccination centers have
been set up in the district. A
well-equipped control room
was set up to monitor the
arrangements and to solve
the problems faced at the
vaccination centres.

3 EMPLOYEES SUSPENDED FOR
NEGLIGENCE IN VACCINATION, NOTICE TO 2
Sagar : Efforts are being made at every level to make the vaccination campaign successful in
Madhya Pradesh. Negligence and apathy of health workers has come to the fore in Sagar district. Three employees have been suspended in this case, while show cause notices have been
issued to two officers. The vaccination campaign is being run to put the brakes on Covid. On the
first day on June 21, for not being present at the session venue and absent from the routine vaccination session in the past, ANM Chandravati Ahirwar of Community Health Center Shahpur,
ANM Meena Ahirwar of Chartoria, Community Health Center of Jaisinagar Sub Health Center,
MPW Ghanshyam Ahirwar of Chartoria sub-health center, Community Health center Jaisinagar
has been suspended by District Magistrate Deepak Singh.
Similarly, on negligence and indifference, Show cause notices have been issued to Shahpur's
in-charge Block Medical Officer Dr. Anand Das Sharma and in-charge of Jaisinagar Block
Medical Officer Dr. L.S. Shakya.

MP met the expectations of the Prime Minister: Sharma
Team Absolute |Bhopal

at the ground level. For maximum vaccination in minimum time, two operators
were deployed at each vaccination center. Vaccine staff
were given special training.
Sitting with every section of
the society, interacted with
them about vaccination and
requested to cooperate in the
program and make it successful. The message of religious
leaders also had special effect.
It has been told that vari-

ulating the people of the state for actively participating in the vaccination campaign and making it successful said that
16.91 lakh vaccines could be administered in a day only with the cooperation,
support and trust reposed on the central
and state governments. At the same
time, the people of the state have told
that those who were spreading confusion about the vaccine due to their political selfishness, they have not been successful in their efforts.
Sharma said that the model adopted
by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's government against the
Corona epidemic was appreciated by
the Prime Minister himself. The opposition may continue to criticize this
model, but it is only on the basis of this
model that it has been possible to vaccinate a large population of the state.

Women contractors will
not have to pay
registration fee now
Bhopal: In order to promote women empowerment and to make employment opportunities
easier for women, the Public Works Department
has decided to provide exemption of registration
fee to the native women contractors of Madhya
Pradesh who are registered for contracting for the
first time. Public Works Minister Gopal Bhargava
said that with this decision of the State
Government, it will be easy for young women who
have done degree and diploma in civil engineering and other women to work as government contractors. He said that the goal of creation of
employment resources has been set by the state
government in order to make self-reliant Madhya
Pradesh a step in the same line. Principal
Secretary Public Works Neeraj Mandloi informed
that by amending the existing centralized system
of registration of Public Works Department contractors 2016 by the State Government, sole proprietor women contractors have been exempted
from registration fee. But the sole proprietor
female contractor firm, involving other persons,
will have to pay the registration fee as before if it is
registered as a partnership firm or company.

Last chance for secondary
teacher candidates to get
verified the testimonies
Team Absolute |Bhopal

ommissioner Public
Instruction Jayshree
Kiyawat informed that
the remaining 594 candidates of provisional selection
or waiting list for recruitment
to the post of secondary
teacher have not got their
document verification done
yet. These candidates are
being given the last opportunity on 23 June 2021 to get
the document verification
done. MP Online has sent
SMS to the candidates on
their registered mobile.

C

Information from and the list
of candidates has been displayed on the MP Online
Portal. If the candidates for
the post of secondary
teacher do not get their document verification done on
June 23, 2021, then action
will be taken to cancel their
candidature.
It is noteworthy that the
document verification of the
candidates of this list has
been completed on 15 June
2021 at the prescribed verification centers. This last
chance is being given to the
remaining candidates.

Consent of Rs.6952 crore for
9200 fully equipped schools
Team Absolute|Bhopal

meeting of the Cabinet was
held in Mantralaya today
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan. The Cabinet gave consent of Rs.6952 crore for fully
equipped schools in the state. The
objecrive of these schools is that a
high quality school should be
available for the students of the
state within a radius of 15 km of
almost every habitation so that
quality education could be provided to the students by improving the academic environment. A
total of 9200 schools in the state
are targeted to be developed as
schools with all resources. Of
these, 350 (254 of School
Education Department and 96
Tribal Welfare Department
schools) schools are proposed to
be fully equipped in three years in
the first phase and remaining

A

8850 schools in the coming years,
making all 9200 schools fully
equipped.
In the first phase, one school (52
schools) will be established at
each district level, one school (261
schools) at all other block level
except the district headquarter
block and 37 schools will be set up
in big cities and underprivileged
places. These schools, which are
being operated from pre-primary
to Class XIIth, will have fully
equipped infrastructure, quality
smart classrooms, all kinds of laboratories, library, art, music, sports
and transportation facilities etc.
Transfer of Rs 300 crore
approved:
The Cabinet decided that the
amount of Rs 300 crore allocated
to Narmada Valley Development
Department for Narmada Basin
Projects Company Limited should
be transferred to Narmada Basin
Projects Company Limited.

Cong raises demand to rename Gwalior after Laxmibai, Scindia hits back
Sundeep Pouranik |Bhopal

fresh political storm is brewing between the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
Congress over the latter demanding renaming of the cities of Gwalior and Indore in Madhya
Pradesh after the valiant freedom fighter Rani
Laxmibai and Devi Ahilyabai, respectively.
Earlier, there was a demand to change the name
of Indore.
The Queen of Jhansi, Maharani Laxmibai was
martyred in Gwalior during the First War of
Independence. On June 18, which is observed as
Rani Laxmibai's Martyrdom Day, Madhya Pradesh
Congress workers demanded renaming Gwalior
after Laxmibai.
Former minister in the Kamal Nath government,
Sajjan Singh Verma, said some more historical facts
related to Rani Laxmibai should be included in the
academic syllabus. At the same time the new generation needs to be told who were the conspirators
behind the death of Rani Laxmibai, Verma added.
Along with changing the name of Gwalior, Indore
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should also be renamed as Devi Ahilyabai Nagar.
The Congress will send the proposal to rename
Gwalior and Indore to the BJP government.
As the demand for renaming Gwalior by the
Congress came before the former Scindia royal
family scion and BJP Rajya Sabha MP, Jyotiraditya
Scindia, he was quick to lambast the Congress. The
Scindias are the former rulers of Gwalior.
The politics of renaming places in the state has
been going on for a long time. The Shivraj Singh

Chouhan government has announced to rename
Hoshangabad as 'Narmadapuram' for which the
proposal is pending before the Central government.
There has been a demand to change the name of
'Idgah Hills' area to 'Guru Nanak Tekri' in the state
capital Bhopal. Former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Uma Bharti has demanded to change the
name of Halali Dam in Bhopal.
BJP Lok Sabha MP from Bhopal, Pragya Singh
Thakur, had raised the demand to change the
names of Islamnagar, Lalghati, Halali Dam and
Halalpura Bus Stand, all located in Bhopal.
Political analysts believe that some political leaders want to remain in the limelight so they keep on
raising the demand for renaming cities and places
in the state. The common man in the state is facing
several problems. The Covid-19 pandemic caused
havoc among the people and now the campaign for
vaccination is underway in full swing.
On the other hand, problems like inflation and
unemployment have taken a toll, but the politicians
instead of paying heed to these problems are focusing on changing the names of cities.

Congress should rename the party: Scindia
Shivpuri | Former Union Minister and BJP
MP in Rajya Sabha Jyotiraditya Scindia
attacked the Congress. He was in Shivpuri
on Tuesday and during this he inspected
the Medical College and District Hospital.
Talking to reporters, Scindia said that I am
not interested in politics. Struggle is the
meaning of life. I have followed the path of
truth. That's why someone tells me what
to do with me. Our PM Narendra Modi has
rightly said that Congress is a party of
Namdars and BJP is of Kamdars.
When the media questioned him about this demand of the Congress, Scindia attacked
his former party and said, "Now that there is so much interest in changing names of
cities, the Congress should first change the name of their own party and should try to
cement a place in the mind and hearts of the people."
In his reaction to the earlier controversy on the issue of the construction and then
development of Shivpuri Medical College, which was approved during the UPA government of Congress, MP Scindia said that even when I was in Congress for the construction and development of the medical college, I have been getting the support of BJP's
JP Nadda and Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan.
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Vaccine and neurological disorder
leven individuals who received the
AstraZeneca-Oxford Covid-19 vaccine
have developed a rare neurological disorder called Guillain-Barre syndrome, clinicians in India and England have reported in
two separate studies. The studies, published in
the peer-reviewed medical journal Annals of
Neurology, describe an unusual variant of
Guillain-Barre syndrome characterised by
prominent facial weakness. All the eleven cases
were among people who had received that
vaccine 10-22 days earlier. Seven cases were
reported from a regional medical center in
Kerala, India, where approximately 1.2 million people were vaccinated with the
AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine till April 22. The
cases occurred within two weeks of the first
dose of vaccination. "Six out of the seven
patients progressed to areflexic quadriplegia
and required mechanical ventilatory support,"
said Boby Varkey Maramattom, from the
Department of Neurology, Aster Medcity,
Kochi, Kerala. "The frequency of GBS was 1.4 to
10 fold higher than that expected in this period
for a population of this magnitude. In addition,
the frequency of bilateral facial weakness,
which typically occurs in less than 20 per cent of
GBS cases, suggests a pattern associated with
the vaccination," he added. Four cases were
reported from Nottingham, England, in which
approximately 700,000 people received the
same vaccine. These were characterised by
bifacial weakness with a paraesthesias variant
of GBS occurring within three weeks of vaccination with the Oxford-AstraZeneca SARSCoV-2 vaccine. "This rare neurological syndrome has previously been reported in association with SARS-CoV-2 infection itself. Our cases
were given either intravenous immunoglobulin, oral steroids, or no treatment," said
Jonathan Rhys Evans, Department of
Neurology, Nottingham University Hospitals
NHS Trust, UK. While the benefits of vaccination substantially outweigh the risk of this relatively rare outcome (5.8 per million), the
research groups stressed that clinicians should
be alert to this possible adverse event and look
for this rare neurological syndrome following
administration of Covid-19 vaccines.
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Mizoram minister announces prize
for having most number of children
Sujit Chakraborty
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Mizoram minister has
announced a cash prize of Rs 1
lakh to the parent who has the
highest number of children in his
Assembly constituency to encourage
population growth among the demographically small Mizo communities.
Mizoram's Sports, Youth Affairs and
Tourism Minister Robert Romawia
Royte, who was elected to the 40-member state Assembly from the Aizawl
East-2 constituency, did not mention
the minimum or maximum number of
children a parent must have to get the
award.
"It was my announcement on
Father's Day (Sunday). The prize
money would be sponsored by the
NECS (North East Consultancy
Services). Mizoram has a population
density of only 52 persons per sq km,
whereas the national average is 382
persons per sq km," the minister told
IANS over phone on Monday night.
Royte, 54, is father to three daughters
and a son.
The NECS, a private organisation, is
the official sponsor of Aizawl Football
Club (AFC), a leading football club of
the region.
Royte, who is the owner of AFC and
is a leading organiser of sporting events
in the region, said the person who
would be chosen for the award would
also get a certificate and a trophy.
With his constant initiatives, sports
was accorded industry status in
Mizoram last year with an aim to further bolster sporting activities by
attracting investment.
Mizoram is the first state in India to
declare sports as an industry with an
aim to generate employment in the
state.
"The infertility rate and the declining
growth rate of the Mizo population has
been a serious concern for many years.
Mizoram is far below the optimum
number of people to attain development in various fields because of the
gradual decrease in its population.
"Lesser population is a very serious
matter and a major impediment for
small communities or tribes to survive
and progress," said Royte, who had

joined the ruling Mizo National Front
before the 2018 Assembly elections.
Royte's declaration came at a time
when several states in India, including
neighbouring Assam, are advocating a
population control policy.
"India, being diversified in various
aspects, should have a diversified and
flexible population policy. Glaring differences in population density in different parts of India is a clear proof of the
need of such a policy," Royte said.
The minister, who has also encouraged women to participate in various
sporting activities, said that some
churches and influential civil society
organisations, including the Young
Mizo Association (YMA), are advocating a 'baby boom' policy to encourage
population growth.
The minister's announcement came
a week after the death of Zion-a Chana,
who was believed to head one of the
largest families in the world with 38
wives, 89 children and 33 grandchildren.
Chana (76), who was the head of a
family comprising over 1,000 members,
died in Aizawl on June 13 after suffering
from diabetes, hypertension and other
old age ailments.

SERIOUS BLOW TO OLI AS SC QUASHES
HIS CABINET RESHUFFLE
Kathmandu|Agencies

n a serious blow to Nepals
embattled Prime Minister
K.P. Sharma Oli, the countrys Supreme Court on
Tuesday quashed the recent
Cabinet reshuffle and relieved
20 ministers from their posts
in Olis cabinet.
Oli, who slipped to caretaker status after the dissolution
of the House and declaring
the elections in November,
had expanded the Cabinet
and added 20 new faces on
June 4 and June 10.
Oli had dissolved the
House on May 21 and
declared the elections after he
lost the vote of confidence in
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the House.
The Supreme Court said in
its interim order that a caretaker Prime Minister cannot
reshuffle the Cabinet after
declaring the elections.
That goes against the spirit
of the Constitution, the interim order of the court stated,
while issuing an order not to
implement the decision to
expand the Cabinet.A division
bench of Chief Justice

PROBE REVEALS GOVT, MEDIA'S COMPLICITY
IN 1921 TULSA RACE MASSACRE

Mumbai, Wednesday, June 23, 2021

Cholendra Shamsher Rana
and Justice Prakash Kumar
Dhungana issued the order in
the name of the caretaker government to release the newly
appointed ministers from
their appointments.The
Supreme Court interim order
has asked Oli to relieve 20
ministers appointed after the
House dissolution from their
duties. With this, the size of
Oli's Cabinet has been
reduced to five from 25.The
court's decisions came in
response to several writ petitions that were filed earlier
this month, challenging Oli's
move to induct new ministers
in the caretaker

government.The ruling Nepal
Communist Party-UML has
termed the Supreme Court's
interim order to relive 20 ministers as an 'unexpected'
move."This Supreme Court's
decision is unexpected to us
and this will take the country
to a very complex mode,"
party spokesperson Pradeep
Gyawali told the media after
the court's verdict."We have
concluded it as 'unexpected'
but we'll make our position
clear once we read the full
verdict," he added.Oli had
twice dissolved the
Parliament. First in December
last year, which was later reinstated in February.

With a population of 1.1 million
(2011 census), India's second least populous state Mizoram is home to various
Mizo tribes.
The Christian and tribal dominated
state, bordering Myanmar and
Bangladesh, covers an area of approximately 21,087 sq km.
The Population Foundation of India
(PFI), an NGO, has been advocating
that India should follow China's twochild policy that would further empower women and enhance their capabilities to work in a better manner.
In December last year, the Union
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
had told the Supreme Court in an affidavit that the family welfare programme in the country is voluntary in
nature.
The government had earlier said that
the period between 2001 and 2011 witnessed the sharpest decline in decadal
growth rate among Indians in 100
years.
India was a signatory to the
Programme Of Action (POA) of the
International Conference on
Population and Development, 1994,
which was unequivocally against coercion in family planning.

14 TALIBAN MILITANTS
DEAD IN AFGHAN
AIRSTRIKE
Kabul: Fourteen Taliban militants
were killed after the Afghan Air Force
targeted a hideout of the terror group
in Samangan province, the Defence
Ministry announced on Tuesday.
The strike which occurred late
monday night in Qushmal village of
Firoz Nakhchir suburban district also
destroyed five rocket-propelled
grenade launchers, two heavy guns,
and seven assault rifles, the Ministry
said in a statement.The latest offensive comes as Afghanistan is witnessing an increase in security incidents
as the Taliban outfit has intensified
their activities since the start of the
US-led forces pull out on May 1.The
militant outfit has claimed capturing
more than 40 districts over the past
one month.According to Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid, five
districts have been overrun by the
militant group just over the past one
week.

Negative politics of Chirag
Paswan can be lesson for others
A ja y K umar

I

n the third week of June,
Chirag Paswan lost his
political status within his
own party, thanks to his
uncle Pashupati Kumar
Paras who was instrumental
in the coup over becoming
president of the party
founded by Late Ram Vilas
Paswan.
The overall series of
events could be a learning
experience for other political parties and individual
leaders who indulge in negative politics.
The negativity in Chirag
Paswan's politics first
appeared during Bihar
assembly election 2020
when he decided to contest
on his own, and tried to
inflict the maximum damage to the Janata Dal United
(JDU). He had then openly
supported the BJP and
declared himself as
Hanuman of PM Narendra
Modi. Chirag Paswan was
forced to leave the NDA due
to his single point agenda of
hurting the JDU, though
both BJP and JDU are part
of the NDA. Chirag's Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) put up
candidates on 143 seats and
most of them against the
JDU.The LJP's gameplan
reduced the JDU to 43 seats
in 2020 assembly election
while its seats in 2015 polls
were 69. Such an approach
hurt Chirag Paswan more,
with his party managing to
win just one seat in 2020
polls. Later, the lone LJP
MLA Raj Kumar Singh, who
won from Matihani constituency, shook hands with
JDU boss Nitish Kumar.
"During Bihar assembly
election 2020, we were
wanting to contest the poll
under the NDA, just like the
parliamentary election.
Chirag objected to it and
decided to go alone in
assembly election and

Nay Pyi Taw|Agencies
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ight armed men were arrested and
eight others dead in Myanmar's
Mandalay region on Tuesday,
according to a statement issued by the
military-run State Administration
Council's Information Team.
Handmade mines, hand grenades and
small weapons were seized along with
the armed men, the statement said.
The clashes took place after the security forces acting on a tip-off raided a
house in Chanmyathazi township,
Xinhua news agency quoted the statement as saying.
It further said that four armed men
were killed and some security forces
received major injuries in the fierce
clashes.Meanwhile, some armed men in

a car attacked the security personnel and
ran away in the same township.
Four of the armed men were killed
after the car hit an electricity transformer,
the statement said. More detailed information will further be released, it added.

EU opens anti-trust probe UK PM warns of 'rough winter'
amid
pressure
on
health
system
in Google's ad tech services
U

London|Agencies

K Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has warned of
a "rough winter" as
pressure on the National
Health Service (NHS) could
intensify due to possible new
diseases amidst the Covid-19
pandemic.
"You can never exclude
that there will be some new
disease, some new horror
that we simply haven't budgeted for or accounted for,"
Johnson said on Monday as
he did not rule out the
prospect of further lockdowns

T
A

recent investigation by
the Washington Post
has revealed that the
truth and devastation of the
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre
was intentionally covered up
under the complicity of the
local governments and
media outlets.
Back in 1921, Greenwood,
a district in Tulsa City of the
Oklahoma State, had been
one of the richest AfricanAmerican communities in
the country, reports Xinhua
new agency. It was soon
burned to ashes in the massacre from May 31-June 1
that year, which later came to
be known as "the single
worst incidents of racial violence in American
history".The massacre was
triggered after Dick Rowland,

a 19-year-old AfricanAmerican, was accused of
assaulting a White elevator
operator Sarah Page in
downtown Tulsa.The charge
against Rowland finally
evolved into a clash between
local White mobs and Black
veterans, said a report published by the Washington
Post in late May."What followed was a rampage that
historians think left as many
as 300 dead and 10,000
homeless," the report
said.However, no one was
held accountable for the
casualties and property
destruction, with insurance
claims filed by homeowners
and businesses rejected,
which partly reflected that
the racism rooted in the US
institution is the main cause
of the tragedy. The victims'
efforts have already failed.

could win just one seat. The
party has been wiped out
politically. The party workers and leaders are angry
over his decision,"
Pashupati Kumar Paras said
while pointing towards the
negative politics of Chirag
Paswan during the assembly election.
Amid political unrest in
LJP, Chirag Paswan openly
alleged that JDU leaders
were behind the scene,
working against him and
breaking the party.
RJD also levelled similar
allegations against JDU.
Shyam Rajak, the national
general secretary of RJD
said: "Nitish Kumar is the
architect behind split
between Chirag Paswan
and Pashupati Kumar
Paras."
Responding to it, JDU
national president R.C.P.
Singh said that Chirag
Paswan is only reaping what
he has sown."Chirag
Paswan has done so many
blunders in the recent past.
The people of Bihar and his
own party workers and
leaders were not happy with
whatever he did during the
Bihar assembly election.
Now, the result is the split
in the party," Singh said.
He further said that
digesting success is not an
easy thing for all. You can
achieve something but to
maintain requires acumen.
Chirag Paswan failed on
this count. He has done just
the opposite of his father
Late Ram Vilas Paswan who
never believed in sabotaging others. He had an ideology of maintaining a
coalition dharma.

international
8 armed men arrested, 8
dead in Myanmar clashes

London|Agencies

Washington|Agencies
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he European
Commission on
Tuesday opened a formal antitrust investigation
against Google to assess
whether the search giant has
violated EU competition
rules by favouring its own
online display advertising
technology services.
According to the EU
watchdog, such a move
would be detrimental to
competing providers of
advertising technology services, advertisers and online
publishers.
The formal investigation
will notably examine
whether Google is distorting
competition by restricting
access by third parties to
user data for advertising
purposes on websites and
apps, while reserving such
data for its own use, the
commission said in a statement.Online advertising
services are at the heart of
how Google and publishers
monetise their online services."Google collects data to
be used for targeted adver-

tising purposes, it sells
advertising space and also
acts as an online advertising
intermediary. So Google is
present at almost all levels of
the supply chain for online
display advertising," said
Executive Vice-President
Margrethe Vestager, in

charge of competition policy."We are concerned that
Google has made it harder
for rival online advertising
services to compete in the
so-called ad tech stack. A
level playing field is of the
essence for everyone in the
supply chain," she added.

Google is facing a similar
antitrust probe in the US as
the Justice Department year
filed antitrust charges
against the company in
October last year, alleging
that the company illegally
monopolises the search and
ad markets.

in the winter.
"Obviously there are big
pressures on the NHS, which
is all the more reason to
reduce the number of Covid
cases now, give the NHS the
breathing space it needs to
get on with dealing with all
those other pressures.
"We're certainly going to be
putting in the investment to
make sure that they can," he
added.The Prime Minister
said cases of the Delta variant
are still rising and the public
have to remain cautious,
reports Xinhua news agency.

hollywood
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KYLIE JENNER
FEELS CLOSER TO
FAMILY NOW

RIYADMAHREZ PROPOSES
TO TAYLOR WARD WITH
HUGE £400K RING

Los Angeles | Agencies

R

London | Agencies

anchesterCity ace RiyadMahrez is engaged to Taylor Ward after 16 months of
dating. The loved-up sportsman got down on one knee today as the couple
holidayed in Mykonos, Greece, alongside her parents, former footballer
Ashley, 50, and ex-Real Housewives of Cheshire star Dawn, 47.
Riyad proposed after lunch with a £400,000 ring he had custom made.
A source said, "Taylor was not expecting this at all, and was utterly over the
moon. She and Riyad make an amazing couple, and they're so loved-up. Riyad
chose the ring himself and had it specially made."
The couple will continue the celebrations with their friends and family over
the coming days.
Riyad, 30, and Taylor, 23, bought a new £2million mansion in Cheshire earlier
this year after she moved into his luxury flat last December.

M

George Clooney, Mindy Kaling among
co-founders of film school for underserved
Los Angeles | Agencies

eorge Clooney, Mindy
Kaling, Don Cheadle,
Eva Longoria and Kerry
Washington are among several
Hollywood personalities who
will come together to co-found
a film school for underserved
communities next year.
The institution, named
Roybal School of Film and
Television Production, will
provide academic as well as
practical lessons, and access to
Hollywood stalwarts and professionals, besides an internship initiative, according to
variety.com. "Our aim is to
better reflect the diversity of
our country. That means starting early. It means creating
high school programs that
teach young people about
cameras, and editing and visual effects and sound and all
the career opportunities that
this industry has to offer. It
means internships that lead to
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well-paying careers. It means
understanding that we're all in
this together," Clooney said in

a statement, reported the website. Others associated with
the initiative include actor

eality TV personality
and make-up mogul
Kylie Jenner says she is
a lot closer to her family now,
after relying on her friends in
the past.
"This entire experience
has brought me a lot closer
to you guys and I appreciate you all so much more.
And I feel like I did throw
myself at my friends for so
many years and didn't
realise I have the best
friends here with me,"
Kylie said, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.
She added, "But it
made me -- every situation, and all the heartbreak and the trust
issues, have just
brought me so much
closer to you guys. And I
appreciate you all on another
level."
Her elder sister and reality
TV star Kim Kardashian
quipped with her on the family's reunion show: "We've been
trying to tell you!"
Kylie had earlier shared that
her public image is a "character".
She said, "I think that I
showed my true personality
so long ago on Vine and
Instagram."
Kylie added, But as I got
bigger and bigger, I
realised ... when people
used to say really mean
things about how I really
am, my personality and
what I love the most
about myself, it would
hurt me more than
almost playing a character. So I just started
doing a little less,
which is sad. It makes
me sad."

Grant Heslov, producers Tim
Bevan and Eric Fellner,
Hollywood talent scout Bryan

Lourd, Los Angeles Unified
Superintendent Austin
Beutner, and Nicole Avant.

SOPHIA BUSH: FAME WAS SO HARD
TO HANDLE WHEN I WAS YOUNG

KHLOE KARDASHIAN AND
TRISTAN THOMPSON
'BREAK UP AGAIN'

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctress Sophia
Bush,
who
gained massive popularity for playing
Brooke Davis in the show
"One Tree Hill" said she
found handling fame hard as
a young person because she was
expected to be perfect even
though she was still growing up.
Bush played Brooke Davis in "One

A

hloé Kardashian and her on/off
boyfriend Tristan Thompson
have split up once again,
according to a new report.
The news comes after
DailyMail.com reported sources
saying how Thompson, 30, disappeared into a bedroom with
three women at a house party
over the weekend. Lawyers for
Thompson have since denied the
claims.
Despite sources saying they
broke up 'a couple of weeks ago',
Tristan and Khloe, 36, were seen
putting on a united front together
with their daughter True, three, in
Calabasas just last Thursday afternoon.
A source claimed to PageSix on
Monday that the couple's break
up was amicable and they are
consentrating on raising their
daughter together.
The on/off couple were
filmed recently for the show
talking about the future
together, with Khloe even
considering a move to
Boston to be near him - as
she continued to talk about
having another child
together.
But over the weekend, it
appeared that the pair were
on different paths, as
Thompson was pictured at
a Bel Air house party.
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Tree Hill" in 2003 when she was 21. She said
filming the show, which ran until 2012, protected the cast from too much attention, but
she still had some tough time in the spotlight,
reports femalefirst.co.uk. "Even the aspects
that we did experience were really traumatising for me. It was so hard to handle, this
notion that everyone wants you to fail so they
can make fun of you but also you're meant to
be perfect but no one knows how to be perfect, let alone an adult because we were 20
years old. We were children," Bush said on her
new podcast, "Drama Queens".

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

'Loki' director Kate Herron: For me it was a journey of self-discovery
Los Angeles | Agencies

irector Kate Herron
shared that the series
'Loki', for her, has been a
journey of self-discovery as
someone trying to find her place
in the universe.
"I love genre cinema, and I
love sci-fi and I love fantasy. But
what was really important to me
was stripping away all the fantastical elements to find the
heart of this story. In 'Loki', if we
took away all the bells and whistles of this story, what is the
relatable message at the centre?'
Herron said.
She added, "For me, it was a
journey of self-discovery and
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someone trying to find their
place in the universe because,
obviously, we literally delete his
universe. We delete his reality. It
is a story of reinvention and also
morality.
Can Loki find goodness in
himself? Loki's journey, to me, is
really about acceptance of himself."
The series stars Tom
Hiddleston as the stubborn,
arrogant, and mischievous Loki,
along with Owen Wilson,
GuguMbatha-Raw, Sophia Di
Martino, WunmiMosaku and
Richard E. Grant.
"Loki" is available on Disney+
Hotstar Premium and in Hindi
on Disney+ Hotstar VIP.

Stephanie Charles
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WTC FINAL: INDIA 64/2 AT
STUMPS AFTER FIFTH DAY'S PLAY
Southampton|Agencies
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ndia went to stumps at 64/2 on
the fifth day of the World Test
Championship final here on
Tuesday, and will enter the reserve
day on Wednesday with a lead of
32 over New Zealand.
Openers Shubman Gill (8 off 33
balls) and Rohit Sharma (30 off 81
balls) were both dismissed by pace
bowler Tim Southee. Skipper Virat
Kohli (8 off 12 balls) and
Cheteshwar Pujara (12 off 55 balls)
were unbeaten at the draw of
stumps.
Earlier, New Zealand could eke
out only a 32-run lead in the first
innings as India, powered by pacer
Mohammed Shami's four-wicket
haul (4/76), dismissed the Kiwis for
249 on the fifth day of the rain-hit
World Test Championship final
here on Tuesday.
New Zealand, who began the
day strongly placed at 101 for two,

were reduced to 135 for five in 72
overs at lunch as Shami removed
Ross Taylor (11) and BJ Watling (1)
before Ishant Sharma got rid of
Henry Nicholls (7).Colin de
Grandhomme (13) fell in the second session but the last four wick-

ets added 87 runs to take the team
to the eventual score. Skipper Kane
Williamson grinded hard for his 49
(177 balls) before edging to slips off
Ishant as the eighth wicket.
India had made 217 in their first
innings.

Brief scores
India 217 all out and 64/2 in 30
overs vs New Zealand 249 all
out in 99.2 overs (D Conway 54,
K Williamson 49, T Southee 30,
M Shami 4/76, I Sharma 3/48, R
Ashwin 2/28)batting, Kevin
Kasuza 14 batting)

Manpreet named captain of men's
hockey team for Olympics
Team Absolute|New Delhi

idfielder Manpreet
Singh was on
Tuesday named captain of the 16-member
Olympic-bound Indian
men's hockey team, while
experienced defenders,
BirendraLakra and
Harmanpreet Singh, were
named vice-captains. This
will be Manpreet's third
Olympics. Under Manpreet's
captaincy, the Indian team
won the Asia Cup in 2017, the
Asian Champions Trophy in
2018 and the FIH Series Final
in 2019. The team led by
Manpreet also made it to the
quarterfinals of the FIH
Men's World Cup 2018 in
Bhubaneswar. Lakra, on the
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other hand, is a veteran
defender who was part of the
2012 London Olympics but
missed the 2016 Rio Games
owing to a knee surgery.
Harmanpreet, since his sen-

ior India debut in 2015, has
grown in his role as a dragflicker and defender. In the
absence of Manpreet in 2019,
Harmanpreet led the Indian
team to victory at the FIH
Olympic Test event in Tokyo.
Manpreet said, "It is a very
proud moment for me to be
given this charge. Over these
past few years, we have
developed a strong leadership group and have successfully overcome the challenges
posed by the pandemic to
not drop our form and keep
our minds and fitness
focused towards doing well at
the Olympics." India will
begin their campaign in
Tokyo on July 24 when they
take on New Zealand in their
first Pool stage match.

Euro 2020: Belgium knock out Finland,
Denmark move past Russia
Copenhagen|Agencies
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elgium broke down the
resilient Finns 2-0 to
progress into the last16 with three wins in as
many games, while Denmark
swept through after securing
a 4-1 win over Russia in Euro
2020 group stage.
Belgium dominated possession on Monday and kept
Finland on the back foot but
for all that the forwards were
only able to test goalkeeper
Lukas Hradecky twice,
through Romelu Lukaku and
Jeremy Doku, in the first half,
reports Xinhua.
After the break, Belgium
remained in control of the
proceedings. But they had to
wait until the 74th minute
before Hradecky deflected a
header that dropped off the
post, into his own goal to
break the deadlock.
Finland posed no threat to
Belgium's defence and had
to swallow the second goal
seven minutes later as
Lukaku got his name on the
scoreboards after utilising
Kevin de Bruyne's build-up

work to kill the game.
At the second game in
Group B, Denmark stunned
Russia 4-1 to ensure a berth
in the round of 16.
Russia played with a rocksolid defence before Mikkel
Damsgaard's hammer
marked the opener late in
the first half.
Denmark increased the
pressure and made it two
through Yussuf Poulsen, who
took advantage of a moment
of madness from defender
Roman Zobnin at the hour
mark.

NOIDA SHOOTING RANGE TO BE
NAMED AFTER 'SHOOTER DADI'

Hyderabad: Hyderabad FC (HFC) have
signed young winger Abdul Rabeeh AK for
the upcoming Indian Super League (ISL)
season, the club announced on Tuesday.
The 20-year-old from Malappuram
becomes the second new addition to the
club this season. Rabeeh has featured in
the All India Football Federation (AIFF)
Youth Leagues at the U-16 and U-18 levels,
apart from the 2nd Division League. He
spent the 2020/21 season with Luca SC,
Malappuram, playing a crucial role for his
side in the Kerala Premier League, where
he was zeroed in upon by the HFC scouts.
Speaking after joining HFC, Rabeeh said,
"Hyderabad FC is currently a club where
most young footballers would love to play.
The opportunity they are offering to youngsters like me is something I cannot let go.
Their major contribution to the national
team gives all young players belief, and I
cannot wait to be a part of the club and
show my quality."

Lucknow: The Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh has decided to name the shooting range in
Noida after the international shooter ChandroTomar,
popularly known
as 'Shooter Dadi'.
Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath
gave instructions
in this regard on
Tuesday.
ChandroTomar
died at the age of
89 in April due to
Covid. Shooter
Dadi had started
professional
shooting at the
age of 60 and
went on to win
many national
competitions. She is considered the oldest shooter in
the world. Her sister-in-law, PrakashiTomar, is also a
shooter. In 2019, a film based on her life, 'Saand Ki
Aankh' was released. ChandroTomar lived with her
family in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh.

Paris|Agencies
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Gomez sends
Argentina into Copa
America quarterfinals
Brasilia|Agencies

evilla playmaker
Alejandro Gomez
struck a first-half goal
as Argentina secured a
berth in the Copa America
quarterfinals with a 1-0
win over Paraguay here.
Gomez gave his side the
lead in the 10th minute on
Monday by delicately
chipping a shot over goalkeeper Antony Silva after
Angel Di Maria's defencesplitting through ball,
reports Xinhua. Paraguay
appeared to gift Argentina
their second goal in firsthalf stoppage time when
Gomez's cross from the
left flank rebounded into
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the net off Junior Alonso.
However, the goal was
ruled out for an offside in
the build-up. Paraguay
dominated possession in
the second half but created few scoring chances as
Argentina moved two
points clear of secondplaced Chile at the top of
Group A. Lionel Scaloni's
side, who have not lost in
their past 16 outings, will
have a week off before
meeting Bolivia in their
final group match in
Cuiaba. Paraguay, third in
the group with three
points from two matches,
will play Chile and
Uruguay in the next seven
days.

locate any sporting quota places
won by athletes from DPRK (North

Gros Islet|Agencies

eshavMaharaj took a hat-trick
as he bowled South Africa to
a 158-run victory over the
West Indies in the second Test, to
make a clean sweep of the two-Test
series at the Daren Sammy Cricket
Ground. Starting the day on 15-0 in
pursuit of 324 for victory, West
Indies were in the game at 107-3 at
one stage after lunch. Then, leftarm spinner Maharaj claimed a
hat-trick as he ended with 5/36 off
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Korea) for the Olympic Games
Tokyo 2020 to other NOCs in

accordance with the IFs' published
qualification systems," read an
ITTF statement. "This decision has
been taken now in order to respect
the interest of athletes who are
next in line and cannot wait any
longer."Yuan and Pavade will be
featured in the women's singles
for team France while Loeuillette
will join them in the team event.
The French men's trio of Simon
Gauzy, Emmanuel Lebesson and
Alexandre Cassin had been confirmed earlier for the team event.
Gauzy and Lebesson were confirmed for the men's singles, while
Lebesson and Yuan will partner
each other in the mixed doubles,
an added event at this year's
Olympics. The table tennis competition for the Tokyo Olympic
Games will be held from July 24 to
August 6.

STOKES'S RETURN TO GIVE HUGE BOOST AHEAD OF INDIA SERIES: COOK
London: Former England Test and one-day captain Alastair Cook feels the return of all-rounder Ben
Stokes from an injury would give the team a huge boost ahead of the five-match Test series against India
in August-September this year. Stokes marked his return to cricket after a surgery to his left index finger
on Sunday, striking an 18-ball 29 and taking one wicket, as his county side Durham defeated
Birmingham Bears by 22 runs in the Vitality Blast T20 tournament here. The 30-year-old Stokes had to
pull out of the Indian Premier League (IPL) before its suspension due to the injury. Before the Tests
against India, Stokes is set to return for a one-day international series against Pakistan, which begins in
Cardiff on July 8. "It will be a better side with the players (Stokes) coming back against India. They'll
(England) clearly be better balanced which, I think, is a massive issue for them and forced some strange
selections against New Zealand, like no spinner on a dry wicket," Cook told ESPNcricinfo. England lost
the two-Test series against New Zealand 0-1 recently.

South Africa crush West
Indies, win Test series 2-0
17.3 overs. He became only the second South African to perform the
feat in Test history. Left-hander
Kieran Powell defied the South
African bowling for two-and-a-half
hours to top score with 51 runs,
which included nine boundaries,
but could not save his team from a
defeat. Powell fell when he tried to
launch Maharaj into the on-side
but was caught by Anrich Nortje on
the midwicket boundary. Next ball,
the world's top-ranked Test allrounder, Jason Holder, was caught

at short-leg by Keegan Petersen.
West Indies lost captain Kraigg
Brathwaite early as he edged
KagisoRabada (3/44) to South
African skipper Dean Elgar at first
slip. Rabada then accounted for
Shai Hope and had Kyle Mayers
(34) to end with five wickets in the
match, which helped him secure
the Player-of-the-Match award. The
teams will now travel to Grenada
for the five-match T20I series, starting on June 26 at the National
Stadium.

Russia scored their consolation goal in the 70th
minute after Artyom Dzyuba
converted a
penalty.Denmark responded
well and broke Russia's
resistance with goals from
Andreas Christensen and
Joakim Maehle in the closing
stages.
With the results, Denmark
snatched the second spot
with three points on goal difference, behind Group B
winners Belgium (9 points)
and followed by Finland (3
points) and Russia (3 points).

Hyderabad FC sign young
winger Abdul Rabeeh

France gets North Korea's women's
TT team quota for Olympics
rance has accepted the team
quota reallocation from
North Korea to play in the
women's team event at the Tokyo
Olympic Games, the International
Table Tennis Federation (ITTF)
announced on Tuesday. North
Korea had withdrawn from
Olympics in April citing coronavirus fears. The French National
Olympic Committee (NOC) had
confirmed Yuan Jia Nan and
PrithikaPavade as the two players
previously qualified, and
Stephanie Loeuillette was added
as the third player to the team,
reports Xinhua. "The International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
Executive Board (EB) decided that
the International Federations (IFs)
concerned may immediately real-

07

THERE MUST BE A
FORMULA TO PICK
WTC FINAL WINNER
IN CASE OF A DRAW:
SUNIL GAVASKAR

Southampton: Former India
skipper Sunil Gavaskar is
clearly not happy with the
way things are panning out
in the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
between India and New
Zealand here after two
dayswere lost to rain. The
cricketer-turned-commentator wants the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to
come up with a formula to
determine the winner if the
final ends in a draw. The
ICC, while announcing the
playing conditions of the
WTC final, had said that in
the event of a draw or a tie,
the trophy would be
shared."There must be a formula to pick a winner in
case of a drawn World Test
Championship final. ICC's
cricket committee should
think and then take a decision," Gavaskar told a news
channel. "It seems that the
WTC final will end up as a
draw and the trophy will be
shared. This will be the first
time that the trophy will be
shared in a final. To complete three innings in two
days would be really difficult. Yes, if both teams bat
really badly, the three
innings could be completed," Gavaskar added. He
asked ICC to look at other
sport, such as football or
tennis, to find a way to
decide the winner. "In football, they have a penalty
shootout or they have some
other method to decide a
winner. In tennis, there are
five sets and there is a tiebreaker," he said.
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Juhi

nown for giving a sprinkle of quirk to
humour in his captions, actor KartikAaryan
struck again on Tuesday. Kartik shared a
picture from a photo-shoot on Instagram. In the
image, the actor is seen wearing an overcoat
paired with a black T-shirt and pants. He is sporting scruffy hair, beard and is holding a big
umbrella.
"#TheUmbrellaMan," he wrote as caption.
It seems that
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Kartik
drew inspiration from the author
Roald Dahl's short story "The Umbrella Man" for
his caption.
On the work front, Kartik has two films lined
up. He will be seen in "BhoolBhulaiyaa 2", which
also stars Tabu and Kiara Advani. The actor also
has the film "Dhamaka" lined up, which is slated
to release on an OTT platform. Kartik was recently
in the news for his controversial exit from the
Karan Johar-produced "Dostana 2".

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actress Juhi Chawla took
to social media on Tuesday to
flaunt a T-shirt that reads: "Show
me the data". Sharing a photograph of
herself meditating in her garden wearing
the T-shirt, the actress wrote in an
Instagram post: "I believe... in Truth and
Simplicity, I believe... in my country, my

B

RAKUL
PREET SINGH: 'WORK
MODE IS HAPPY
MODE'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress RakulPreet Singh is back to work and calls it her
happy mode. Rakul on Tuesday posted a video on her
Instagram Story, where she is seen getting her hair and
make-up done. Alongside the image, she wrote: "Work mode
is happy mode." The actress did not share what she was
shooting for or other details. On the work front, Rakul's latest release was the digital film "SardarKa Grandson" costarring Arjun Kapoor and Neena Gupta. The actress's
dairy is full as she has several films lined up. She will
be seen in "Attack","MayDay", "Thank God"
and "Doctor G". She also has "Indian 2"
starring Kamal Haasan.

A

Ritviz plans to drop 21
songs before 2021 ends
Team Absolute|New Delhi

plan of releasing two collaborative albums with 21 songs by
the year-end. The two albums will be released over 21 weeks
between August and December 2021.
For the albums, Ritviz joins forces with bass pioneer and
friend Nucleya, and the hip-hop duo SeedheMaut.
"For someone used to releasing one or two songs a year, this
is quite ambitious and probably even a death trap, but I just
have such a good feeling about this! The idea of dropping 21
songs in 21 weeks just makes my mind explode and I can't
wait to start dropping the music," said Ritviz.
Details about the albums is yet to be formally
announced.

lectronica producer and
indie artiste Ritviz on
Monday announced an
ambitious
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not against 5G... All we are asking is that
the authorities certify that 5G is safe.
Please certify it and publish your studies
and research made on this on the public
domain so that we get rid of this fear of
ours. We just want to know that it is safe
for children, for pregnant women, for
unborn children, for people who are old,
infirm, for flora and fauna. That is all we
are asking."

Zoya Hussain opens
up on her IPS officer
role in 'Grahan'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Zoya
Hussain says
her character,
IPS officer Amrita
Singh, in the upcoming web series
"Grahan", is strong
and vulnerable at the
same time. "Amrita
Singh is strong,
determined, and
successful on one
hand, but she also
has a vulnerable
side.

A

These are two different aspects and yet they make her
character a complete person like all of us. As an IPS
Officer, she has stood her ground and succeeded in a
completely male-dominated world. On the other hand,
she is also a daughter who faces confusion, problems
and dilemmas after her father is accused of a crime. I carried a certain level of responsibility when I donned the
uniform but I also shaped the character in a way that
makes her real and relatable," says Zoya.
Inspired by Satya Vyas' popular book "Chaurasi", the
story revolves around young IPS officer Amrita Singh who,
during an investigation, discover her father could be in the
centre of the case. "Grahan" drops on June 24 on Disney+
Hotstar VIP and Disney+ Hotstar Premium.

INSTAGRAM PIC OF THE DAY
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India."
Earlier this month, Delhi High Court
had dismissed the actress' lawsuit
against setting up of 5G wireless networks in the country, and also imposed
a fine of Rs 20 lakh for the abuse of the
process of law.
A few days after that, Juhi had shared
a video on social media where, speaking
in Hindi and English, she said: "...We are

Huma Qureshi
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