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VACCINE PATENTS AT G7 SUMMIT
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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that there should be 'one earth, one
health' approach, which got echoed
by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel. During his speech, the
Prime Minister highlighted India's
'whole of society' approach to fight
the pandemic, synergising efforts of
all levels of government, industry
and civil society. He spoke of India's
successful use of open source digi-

tal tools for contact tracing and vaccine management, and conveyed
India's willingness to share its experience and expertise. Sources said
the Prime Minister expressed
India's commitment to support collective endeavours to improve global health governance.
India first participated in the outreach Session of the G7 Summit in

2003 when the then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was invited by
the then French Presidency. At the
time, the focus of the summit was
on climate change and global economic growth. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh participated in
the annual G7 summit outreach
sessions from 2005 to 2009. France
had invited Prime Minister Modi to
the G7 'Biarritz Summit' in 2019 as
"a goodwill partner". PM Modi participated in two outreach sessionson 'Climate, Biodiversity and
Oceans' and the second on 'Digital
Transformation'. President Trump
had invited PM to attend the G7
Outreach sessions in Camp David
to be held in June 2020 under the
US Presidency. The Summit was
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. On Saturday, PM Modi
attended the outreach session at
the summit which is being held in
the UK, which is the current G7
president.

Dead bodies continue to be dumped
GOI'S MOST EFFICIENT
into the Ganga in Bihar
MINISTRY OF LIES & EMPTY
SLOGANS: RAHUL
Team Absolute|New Delhi

ongress leader Rahul Gandhi continued his tirade
against the union government, alleging that the government's most efficient ministry is of "Lies & Empty
slogans." Rahul Gandhi on Sunday tweeted, "Which is GOI's
most efficient ministry? The secret Ministry for Lies & Empty
slogans." The Congress leader
has been attacking the government on vaccine shortage, GST
and the fuel price hike. On
Friday, the Congress protested
against fuel price hike across
the country, when Rahul
Gandhi alleged that the government is looting the country. He
had said, "GDP crashing,
Unemployment soaring, Fuel
prices skyrocketing. In how
many more ways is
#BJPLootingIndia?" He had
demanded that every citizen of
the country walking into the vaccination centre shout get
inoculated and also those who do not have access to the
internet have the right to life. "Online registration is not
enough for the vaccine. Every person walking at the vaccination centre should get the jab. Those who do not have access
to internet also have right to life," Rahul had tweeted. The
Congress leader has also been demanding vaccination of the
poor for a couple of days.
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Patna|Agencies

he relatives of a man, who died due to
snakebite in Bihar's Bhagalpur district,
dumped his body into the Ganga on
Sunday, despite objections of the local residents. The locals made video clips of the incident, which occurred in Kahalgaon block
under Bhagalpur. Mithilesh Kumar died due to
snake bite in his native village Nawada Bazar in
Banka district. His family members took his
body to the Barari Ghat in Bhagalpur but the
Dom Raja of the Ghat demanded Rs 1 lakh to
allow them to dump it in the Ganga. In Bihar,
there is a tradition that the last rites of someone who died of snake bite are doing by putting the body into the Ganga, along with a
banana tree trunk. The family members negotiated with Dom Raja and the latter agreed to
Rs 11,000 but as they did not even have that
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bill that would now allow him the right of appeal.
Although Pakistan passed the bill, the question is who
will be reviewing the appeal when one is submitted?
Given the hostile right-wing religious domestic environment in Pakistan towards India in general and
Jadhav in particular there is convincing evidence that
the decision against the appeal will be influenced by
forces that manipulate public opinion to exert pressure of the judicial system and the subsequent decisions taken by Pakistani courts. Hence, Pakistan must
allow Indian lawyers access to meet Jadhav and prepare his appeal against the death sentence as well as
his honourable repatriation to India. The court that
should be set up in order to listen to the arguments of
the defendant should be comprised of judges from a
neutral country and the hearing should also take
place in a neutral country. Meanwhile, in my opinion

Village makes it mandatory
for newlyweds to plant tree
Kaushambhi |Agencies

n a new initiative for eco-conservation,
the residents of a village in Kaushambhi
district have made it mandatory for
every newly wedded couple to plant a tree.
The residents of Amni Lokipur village of
Mooratganj development block have
resolved that every newly married couple of
the village would be allowed to enter their
house only after planting the sapling of a
fruit bearing tree and pledging to nurture it
as their 'first child'. Swatantra Singh, former
gram pradhan of the village, said, "The initiative has already started with the first couple who got married after the recent decision, has planted a sapling and resolved to
care for it like their first born. Over the
years, our lush green village has lost much
of its green cover as the size of farming
fields and houses increased. However, now

Over 80K new Covid cases,
3,303 deaths in 24 hrs in India
Team Absolute|New Delhi

ndia's Covid cases continued to witness decline
as it recorded 80,834 new
Covid cases, lowest since
April 1 and 3,303 deaths due
to the virus in the last 24
hours, according to data
released by the Union
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry on Sunday. This is
the sixth consecutive day
when India has reported less
than one lakh Covid cases.
On April 1, India recorded
81,466 cases. India's overall
tally of Covid-19 cases now
stands at 2,94,39,989 with
10,26,159 active cases and
3,70,384 deaths so far. After
battling a brutal second
wave for weeks, fresh Covid
cases came down below the
three lakh-mark for the first
time on May 17 after touching record high of 4,14,188
on May 7. According to the
Health Ministry, a total of
1,32,062 people have been
discharged in the last 24
hours, taking the total discharge to 2,80,43,446 till
date. The Health Ministry
said that a total of
25,31,95,048 people have
been vaccinated so far in the
country, including 34,84,239
who were administered vaccines in the last 24 hours.
According to the Health
Ministry 19,00,312 samples
were tested on Saturday.

I

STATES/UTS TO GET OVER 4L COVID
VACCINE DOSES IN NEXT 3 DAYS
More than four lakh (4,48,760) vaccine doses are in the pipeline
and will be received by the States and the Union Territories (UTs)
within the next 3 days. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) made the announcement through a statement and also
clarified that more than 1.53 crore (1,53,79,233) Covid-19 vaccine
doses are still available with the states and the UTs to be administered. The Ministry further said that more than 26 crore
(26,64,84,350) vaccine doses have been provided to states and
the UTs so far, through government of India (free of cost channel) and through direct state procurement category. Of this, the
total consumption, including wastages is 25,12,66,637 doses,
reveals the data available at 8 a.m. on Sunday. As part of the
nationwide vaccination drive, the Central government has been
supporting the states and the UTs by providing them Covid vaccines free of cost. In addition, the Central government has also
been facilitating direct procurement of vaccines by the states
and the UTs. Vaccination is an integral pillar of the comprehensive strategy of the Central government for containment and
management of the pandemic, along with Test, Track, Treat and
Covid appropriate behaviour. In this direction, the Central government implemented the Liberalized and Accelerated Phase-3
Strategy of Covid-19 vaccination on May 1 this year covering
people aged above 18 years. India's vaccination drive began on
January 16. Under the strategy, in every month 50 per cent of the
total Central Drugs Laboratory (CDL) cleared vaccine doses of
any manufacturer would be procured by the Central government.
It would continue to make these doses available to the state governments totally free of cost as was being done earlier.

Security on high alert in TN
after infiltration threats
money, they took the dead body to Kahalgaon,
some 50 km away from Bhagalpur city. They
negotiated with the Dom Raja of Kahalgaon
Ghat for Rs 1,500, and also contacted a boat
owner, and set a deal for Rs 2,500. Then they
took the dead body to the middle of Ganga,
tied it to a banana tree trunk and dumped it in
the river. Local residents claimed that the
District Magistrate had deployed a judicial
magistrate at every cremation ground when
the corona infection was at peak but these
were withdrawn from June 1. Contacted for
comments, R.P. Sharma, a duty officer of
Kahalgaon police station, said: "We have
received a complaint pertaining to this case
and we are trying to contact the deceased's
family." During the severe second wave of
corona, people in several districts such as
Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna, and Bhagalpur dumped
a large number of dead bodies into the Ganga.

Kulbhushan Jadhav must be transferred to a neutral country
London: On June 11, in a bold move, Pakistan's
National Assembly managed to pass a bill that would
give Kulbushan Jadhav, the Indian national and former naval officer, the right to appeal against accusations of espionage. Jadhav was awarded death sentence by a Pakistan military court in April 2017. In
May of the same year, India approached The Haguebased International Court of Justice (ICJ) complaining
that Pakistan had denied consular access to Jadhav.
The ICJ successfully got a restraining order against the
death sentence till the case was adjudicated. In July
2019, the ICJ came up with its verdict. It demanded
that Pakistan must review the death sentence. Forced
by the ICJ verdict, Pakistan then granted India consular access to Jadhav. It is in the light of the ICJ verdict, that demands that he should be granted the right
to appeal, that the National Assembly has passed the
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PM MODI SEEKS WAIVER OF
rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday while
attending G7 summit virtually, made a strong plea
for a temporary waiver on
Covid-19 vaccine patents. Official
sources said the Prime Minister
sought the support for proposal
moved by India and South Africa at
the WTO for a TRIPS waiver.
Australia and others came out
strongly in support of his proposal,
sources added. His emphasis on
keeping open supply chains for vaccine raw materials and components
to help enhance vaccine production
in countries like India received
widespread support at the summit.
Sources said Modi called for global
unity, leadership and solidarity and
emphasized the special responsibility of democratic and transparent
societies to prevent future pandemic outbreaks. He also mentioned
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we all have resolved to make it green once
again." The first couple is Atul, a 26-year-old
farmer and his newlywed wife Sandhya, 23,
who planted the first sapling of a Peepal
tree in the village.

Jadhav should be transferred to a prison in a neutral
country too. His life is in constant danger in Pakistan
since the negative hype created by the media and
right-wing clergy in Pakistan has already induced in
the psyche of the majority of Pakistani population that
he is guilty as charged i.e. of involvement in antiPakistani state activities. No substantial proof of his
involvement in espionage activities has thus far convincingly been established. All we know about him is
that he was an Indian businessman trading in Iran
who was allegedly kidnapped and brought to
Pakistan. To ensure that Jadhav gets a fair hearing at
the appeal, he must be transferred to a prison in a
neutral country where a neutral panel of judges
should hear the arguments presented against the
accusations made by the Pakistani military. Currently,
he remains in the custody of the Pakistan military.

Chennai|Agencies

he Tamil Nadu state
police and Central intelligence agencies have
stepped up vigil after threats
of an armed group trying to
infiltrate from Sri Lanka were
received. An alert was issued
by a Central intelligence
agency on Saturday evening
and the police have stepped

T

up vigil in the towns of
Kanyakumari, Toothukudi,
Rameswaram, as well as in
Chennai. According to
informed intelligence
sources, a boat carrying
armed operatives was headed
towards Rameswaram coast.
However, the sources told
IANS that the exact identity of
these people are not known
as also of the organization

that they belong to. A senior
police officer at the state
police headquarters in
Chennai told IANS: "Yes there
is an alert but I can't reveal
more than this at present. We
have deployed armed policemen across all the main roads
leading to coastal areas
through the state." With the
police stepping up security
measures, the sources indicated that more navigating
ships have been deployed in
the sea by the Coast Guard
patrolling units to thwart any
attempt to reach the Tamil
Nadu coast. Intelligence
sources in Kerala police have
indicated that they have also
stepped up vigil across the
coastal towns of the state after
tip-offs from the agencies.

Friends for 7 yrs; two girls elope,
marry each other in Gurugram
Gurugram: Two girls from Haryana's Gurugram and Jhajjar district here got married at a temple located in Sohna, the police said. According to the police, a 20-year-old girl, resident of
Pataudi area in Gurugram had become friend with a 19-year-old girl from Jhajjar while studying in a Jhajjar school. The two of them have been friends for 7 years. The two girls with their
mutual consent got married according to Hindu rituals in a temple located in Sohna on Friday.
The girl form Gurugram's Pataudi area became wife, while the girl from Jhajjar became husband. The girls had first expressed their desire to marry with their family members, but they
asked them to forget each other, telling them that it is against the society. Thereafter, the girl
from Pataudi went missing ten days ago following which her father filed a missing complaint
with the police. When the police traced the girl on Saturday, she disclosed that she got married
to her friend.

Kshatriya body objects to movie 'Prithviraj', demands name change
Team Absolute|New Delhi

khil Bhartiya Kshatriya
Mahasabha has objected to
the name of the movie
"Prithviraj" and termed it an insult
to the great ruler. Shantanu
Chauhan, youth wing head of the
organization, said, "The insult of the
great brave warrior Emperor
Prithviraj Chauhan ji, who protected the nation and Hinduism, is an
insult to every citizen of India. The
title of Yash Raj produced film
'Prithviraj' directed by
Chandraprakash Dwivedi is an
insult to the great Hindu emperor. It
is condemnable and insulting to not
address such a great warrior and a
brave son of India by his full name."
Akhil Bharatiya Kshatriya
Mahasabha has demanded Change
in the title of the film immediately

A

and the script should be approved
by senior representatives of the
Kshatriya Samaj & screening of the

film must also be done before the
release while objectionable and distorted facts must be removed.

Filmmaker Chandraprakash
Dwivedi, best known for his TV
series "Chanakya", is making the
historical film "Prithviraj" that stars
Akshay Kumar in the titular role.
Dwivedi says he has based his film's
storyline on the epic poem
"Prithviraj Raso." "Prithviraj is also
based mainly on medieval literature, an epic called 'Prithviraj Raso'
by the great poet Chand Bardai.
Apart from couple of versions of
'Raso', there are many other literary
works on Prithviraj, his life and
times. In addition to these, there are
commentaries on 'Raso'," Dwivedi
said. "Prithviraj" is based on the life
of the fearless and mighty King
Prithviraj Chauhan. Akshay essays
the warrior king who fought valiantly against Muhammad Ghori.
Former beauty queen Manushi
Chhillar plays Sanyogita.
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INDIA BEGINS 'EXTENSION OF
HOSPITALS' PROJECT TO FIGHT COVID
Team Absolute|New Delhi

Team Absolute|Srinagar
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o plug a major health infrastructure gap in India's fight
against Covid-19, especially
in rural areas and smaller
towns, India has started
project 'Extension of Hospitals' in
various states.
Modular hospitals are an extension
of hospital infrastructure and can be
built adjacent to an existing hospital
building.
As Covid-19 cases surged in different parts of the country, infrastructure in hospitals was under immense
pressure. Keeping in view of the
need, innovative modular hospitals
came as a huge relief amidst the crisis.
Project 'Extension Hospitals' is one
such initiative for which Office of the
Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA)
invited private sector companies,
donor organizations, and individuals
to support the initiative along with
various other projects of national
importance.
The PSA office identified requirements of close to 50 hospitals in
states where the highest number of
Covid-19 cases were reported.

J&K Police approaches
Google for email details of
arrested PDP leader Parra

Modulus Housing, a start-up incubated at Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras (IIT-M) developed the MediCAB hospitals. This
enables building a 100-bedded extension facility in 3-weeks' time.
MediCAB hospitals are designed
with a dedicated zone of Intensive
Care Units (ICUs) that can accommodate various life-support equipment
and medical devices.

These negative pressure portable
hospitals have durability of around 25
years, and they can also be shifted in
the future for any disaster response in
less than a week.
These rapidly deployable hospitals
will plug a major health infrastructure gap in India's fight against
Covid-19, especially in rural areas
and smaller towns.
The office of PSA has been actively

working towards securing Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) support
to implement these projects in different areas across the nation.
Modulus Housing has started
deploying MediCAB extension hospitals with the help of the American
Indian Foundation (AIF). Mastercard,
Texas Instruments, Zscaler, PNB
Housing, Goldman Sachs, Lenovo,
and NASSCOM Foundation have also
extended CSR support.
The first batch of 100 bedded hospitals is being commissioned at
Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh); Amravati,
Pune, and Jalna (Maharastra); Mohali
(Punjab), and a 20-bed hospital at
Raipur (Chhattisgarh). Bengaluru
(Karnataka) will have one each of 20,
50, and 100-beds in the first phase.
The Office of PSA has also collaborated with Tata Projects Ltd to deploy
modular hospitals at multiple sites in
Punjab and Chhattisgarh. They have
initiated work on 48 bedded modular
hospitals in Gurdaspur and Faridkot
(Punjab).
Expansion of ICU at multiple hospitals in Chhattisgarh including
Raipur, Jashpur, Bemetara, Kanker,
and Gaurella is also underway.
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ammu and Kashmir
Police has approached
Google and US authoritiees, asking them to preserve the e-mails allegedly
sent by arrested Peoples
Democratic Party youth
wing President Waheed
Parra to Pakistan-based terror groups.
Parra has been charge
sheeted by the Counter
Intelligence Wing Kashmir
(CIK) of J&K CID under the
Prevention of Unlawful
Activities Act (UAPA)
allegedly for establishing a
nexus with militants to seek
their backing for political
gains and for reciprocating
by way of providing a range
of help and support which
led to terror strikes.
Through the Ministry of
External Affairs, J&K Police
has approached US authorities, by invoking the provisions of the mutual legal
assistance treaty (MLAT), to
provide necessary assis-

tance in the case.
"Google US has been
approached through proper
channels as per their standard norms to provide
details/contents of emails
exchanged by Parra
through his three emails
IDs with militant groups in
Pakistan," a source said.
While the CIK has submitted the charge sheet
against Parra in a local
court, the NIA has also pre-

sented a charge sheet
against him in the designated court for allegedly paying Rs 5 crore to the son-inlaw of separatist leader,
Syed Ali Geelani for keeping the Valley in turmoil
after the death of Hizbul
'poster boy', Burhan Wani
in 2016. Both Parra and
PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti have denied the
charges, terming them
"politically motivated."

Farmers 'reinforce' protest site 'Arrested Chinese intruder a
to guard against rain, storm PLA-run university student'
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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s the protest continues on the borders of the national capital against
the three contentious farm laws
passed by the Central government, the
farmers, taking a note of the extreme
weather conditions, and to guard themselves against the rain and storm, have
set up a concrete wall around the tent.
The farmers decided to reinforce their
'camp' after a recent storm and rain
blew off the tents.The farmers had to
experience strong weather condition on
the Ghazipur border.Beli Bhati, a resident of Gautam Budh Nagar, has come
to extend his support to the farmers.
"A solid wall has been built to prevent
the wooden boundary from collapsing.
We farmers do not even know how

much more time it will take because
Tikait ji has started the movement," he
said."Also, we have set up our temporary
home in a container, have an office and
a double bed for the night."
A wooden boundary has been made

around the container, and to strengthen
the boundary, a small wall has been set
up using cement and bricks.
Also, to cope up with the soaring mercury levels, the farmers have installed
coolers and ACs in their tents.

Agencies investigating
Chinese national Han
Junwe, arrested while illegally crossing into India,
say he was a student of a
Peoples Liberation Armyrun university, where he
studied English.Han, produced in Malda district
court on Saturday after
his arrest on the Sultanpur
border on Thursday, was
sent to police custody
until June 18.
Kolkata|Agencies

Digvijaya Singh's remark on Article 370 puts Congress in trouble P

Team Absolute|Bhopal
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he controversial remarks made by
former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister and Rajya Sabha member,
Digvijaya Singh, in a Clubhouse platform conversation over bringing back of
Article 370 in Kashmir if Congress
comes to power, has embarrassed the
Congress party in the state.
On the one hand, the BJP has
launched a blistering attack on the
Congress leader while on the other,
Singh's own family members have also
indirectly criticised him. No prominent
Congress leader is seen openly standing
with Singh over his statement.
Digvijaya Singh had responded to a
question asked by a journalist during
the Clubhouse chat recently, saying the
democratic process was not followed
while Article 370 was abrogated from
Kashmir, and the party may reconsider
this issue. The statement by Singh went
viral on the social media.
All BJP leaders termed this statement
by Digvijaya Singh as 'anti-national'. BJP
State unit President, Vishnu Dutt

Sharma, has cited similar statements
made by Digvijaya Singh earlier, in a letter to Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
He also said the audacity of people like
Digvijaya Singh has crossed all limits.
"Such a person working against India
should be investigated by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), including
other competent agencies, so that other
anti-India forces do not dare to raise
their heads," Sharma added.
Digvijaya Singh has hit back on the
demand of Vishnu Datt Sharma. He
referred to a six year old statement of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
Chief Mohan Bhagwat, saying, "IndiaPakistan are like brothers. Just like
Kauravas and Pandavas, Pakistan is our
brother, the Indian government should
strengthen its relations with it."
Digvijaya Singh wrote, "Will you send
Mohan Bhagwat ji to Pakistan as well?
Will you get him investigated by the
NIA? Both of us must be investigated by
the NIA."After Digvijaya Singh's statement, the Congress has maintained stoic
silence. The Congress has officially said,
since Digvijaya Singh is not holding any

party position, his statement is his personal opinion. The party has nothing to
do with Singh's statement.
On the other hand Digvijaya Singh's
younger brother and Congress MLA,
Laxman Singh, and his wife Rubina
Sharma Singh have also expressed their
views which are diametrically opposite
to the statement of Digvijaya Singh.
Congress MLA Laxman Singh says, "It
is not possible to enforce Article 370
back in the Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir."Laxman Singh's wife Rubina
Sharma Singh, who herself is a Kashmiri
Pandit and also counsels cancer
patients, indirectly rebuked Digvijaya
Singh's statement.
"The words spoken about Kashmiri
Pandits and the so-called reservation for
them are unfortunate. All this was told
to a journalist from across the border, a
nation that did not let us live in peace,"
said Rubina Sharma Singh.
A Congress leader on condition of
anonymity said, "It is incomprehensible
why prominent leaders of the party
make such statements, not toeing the
party's official stand.

olice now claim that the
Chinese national has said during interrogation that he is a
graduate in English from Chun Shi
Gong Cheng University in China.
The university is said to be under
the control of the Chinese army PLA.
Usually the PLA or MSS (Chinese
intelligence services) sponsor bright
students to study English and other
languages when they want them to
accept a career in espionage.
One investigators in the case told
IANS that Han displayed amazing
confidence in trying to reach his
Chinese friend, Sun Jiang, in
Lucknow even after he was held by
the ATS there on serious charges.
"It is possible his superiors, were
he to be working for Chinese intelligence, had tasked him to rescue his
friend, whose interrogation in
Lucknow threatened to blow the lid
on a well-entrenched spy network
fronted by a shady commercial operation."
Han has admitted to sending back
to China 1,300 Indian SIM cards
which would be of value only to an
intelligence agency sending agents

regularly or a scamster syndicate.
It is not clear how he managed to
procure such a large number of SIM
cards in the first place. Interrogation
also revealed that his associates used
to hide the SIM cards in their undergarments to smuggle them out of
India.
This follows the huge Chinese
loan apps scam and analysts say
these point to an "unusual national
vulnerability" to Chinese cyber
frauds.
This latest campaign was operated
through two "malicious mobile
applications" Power Bank and
EZPlan, the Delhi Police has said.
"Indian intelligence should investigate the national security angle that
emerges from these frauds. If these
platforms can defraud Indians on
such a scale, they can surely provide
for covert payments to Chinese
agents in India and help them penetrate institutions of national security
importance," said Colonel G.
Srikumar (retd), a decorated former
military intelligence officer with
deep knowledge of Chinese espionage operations.
Eleven people, including a
Tibetan woman and two chartered

Why a full-blown factional war is raging in Congress & BJP in Raj?
Jaipur|Agencies
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here is a full blown factional war raging
in the Rajasthan Congress and the BJP
these days with the veterans in both the
parties showing reluctance in handing over
power and positions to their juniors.
While Congress Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has been delaying since months the
much-awaited political appointments and
cabinet expansion to accommodate the
young leaders like former deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot, former Bharatiya Janata
Party Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje is also
refusing to give in to the new state leadership.
She is running her parallel programmes to
keep her hold intact on the state, which she
has ruled twice as Chief Minister.
Looking at the full blown confrontation
between the old guard and the younger lot,
there are fair chances of a third party emerging which might dent the two party system
which the state has seen since decades.
It has just been the Congress and the BJP
ruling the state where power keeps shifting
from one to the other every five years.
However, these days, looking at Raje
launching her own campaigns such as the
'Vasundhara Jan Rasoi' and the Office of Raje
Twitter handle, there are open discussions if
she will contest individually in the coming

elections. Recently, her posters have been
removed from the state party headquarters.
Sources said that her teams are active on
social media under the banner Team
Vasundhara 2023 in each district projecting
Raje as the next Chief Ministerial face of the
state.Similarly, there are apprehensions if the
rebel group led by Pilot may walk away to
contest individually if he doesn't get his

promised rights.
Pilot has openly accused the AICC team of
ignoring the promises made to him and his
team after a patch up with the party and
returning to its fold, post rebellion last year.
Pilot's strength is his strong hold on the
eastern belt of the state where the BJP lags
behind due to the absence of any strong
leader from the region. Hence, his dominance

in this region makes him pivotal and he can
be a kingmaker if he decides to go for a
divorce with the ruling party.
However, he has already denied plans of
joining the BJP.
On Friday, when senior BJP party worker
Rita Bahuguna said that she has extended an
open invitation to Pilot, the latter said that she
might have spoken to Sachin Tendulkar and
not to him, quashing the speculation about
his joining the saffron party.
Meanwhile, BJP leaders said that what is
going on is just an eyewash and more things
shall unfold in the coming days.
Next in the fray is another Jat leader
Hanuman Beniwal, convenor of the RLD and
Nagaur MP, who has broken his ties with
alliance partner NDA over the farmers bills
issue and fielded three candidates in the
recent by-polls for the Rajsamand, Sahada
and Sujangarh seats, thereby hurting the
prospects of both the BJP and the Congress.
If he decides to field his own candidates in
the next assembly polls he might win over the
Jat voters, hurting both the Congress and the
BJP in the state.
As the raging factional feuds hit both the
Congress and the BJP, questions are being
asked if the state can see any kingmaker in the
coming polls, bringing in new political equations.

accountants based in Delhi and
Gurugram, were arrested following
multiple raids in Delhi-NCR and
West Bengal since June 2. The footprints of the syndicate were confirmed in West Bengal, Delhi-NCR,
Bengaluru, Odisha, Assam, and
Gujarat's Surat, the police said.
Nearly rs 11 crore of cheated
money was blocked in various bank
accounts and online payment gateways that were being operated by the
members of the syndicate based in
India as well as China.
Dozens of Chinese and their
Indian accomplices have been
arrested from all over India in the
multi-state loan app scam.
Srikumar said Junwe's Bangladesh
connections should be thoroughly
investigated, if necessary with help
from Bangladesh security agencies.
"Clearly he had strong logistics
support in Bangladesh," Srikumar
told IANS.
Han, a resident of Hubei in China,
was arrested by the BSF when he
was trying to enter the country
through the India-Bangla border in
Malda district last Thursday. One of
his associates, Sun Jiang, was arrested by the UP Police earlier this year.

FORM NO. URC.2
Advertisement giving notice about registration
under Part I of Chapter XXI
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the companies Act, 2013 and rule
4(1) of the companies (Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]

1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section
(2) of section 366 of the Companies Act, 2013, an application has been made to the Registrar at Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh, that M/s Prabhu Prem Netralaya and Research
Centre, a partnership firm may be registered under Part I
of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act 2013, as a company
limited by shares.
2. The principal objects of the company are as follows: To
purchase, lease or otherwise acquire, establish, maintain,
operate, run, manage or administer hospitals,
medicare,nursing homes, health care, diagnostic, health
aids, and research centers.To buy, sell, manufacture,
import, export, distribute and otherwise deal in cosmetics, non prescribed drugs, health care products, preservatives.To carry on the business of manufacturers, processor, traders, importers, exporters in Pharmaceuticals and
other relevant items and provide support services. A copy
of the draft memorandum and articles of association of
the proposed company may be inspected at the office at
P-68, Rajdhani Shishak Nagar, Hoshangabad Road,
Bhopal. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting
to this application may communicate their objection in
writing to the Registrar at 3rd Floor ‘A’ Block, Sanjay
Complex, Jayendra Ganj, Gwalior – 474009, Madhya
Pradesh, within twenty one days from the date of publication of this notice, with a copy to the company at its registered office. Dated this 14th day of June 2021

Name of
1. Rajesh Meena

2. Priyanka Maran
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maharashtra
NCP MP Majeed
Memon on
Sunday, said
that it was too
early to decide
if Congress
could go solo in
upcoming polls
after Nana
Patole declares
it to party
cadres

NCP Says 'too Early' As Congress' Nana
Patole Declares Going Solo In Polls

Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

erming
Maharashtra
Congress
President Nana
Patole's declaration that 'Congress will contest polls solo' as 'loud
thinking,' NCP MP Majeed
Memon on Sunday, said
that it was too early to
decide such a thing.
Advising Congress to weigh
its pros and cons, Memon
said the party must think of
strengthening the party.
Currently, Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress are in a threeway alliance in

Maharashtra.
"As far as his statement is
concerned, its a loud thinking. But Congress needs to
understand the pros and
cons if it wants to strengthen its party. It is too early to
reach out to the conclusion," said Memon.
On the other hand, backing Patole, veteran party
member Rashid Alvi said
that no one should have a
problem with Congress
contesting elections alone.
He said, "I don't think anyone should have a problem

with
Congress
fighting
local body
elections.
Every
political
party has
its right to
take the
decisions
and so should Congress
party should decide for its
own."Rupturing the Maha
Vikas Agahadi alliance,
Maharashtra Congress chief
Nana Patole on Saturday,
made it clear that Congress
will contest all local body
and assembly elections separately going forward.
Addressing Congress workers in Amravati's Tivasa, he
asked, 'Don't you want to
make Nana Patole as CM in
2024?'. Asserting that
Congress would be the
biggest party in 2024 in the

state, he said that no
amount of sidelining will
make Congress go.
While speaking in
Amravati, Patole said, "I am
the Congress chief of state.
So, I will give the point of
view of my party. I don't
know what he (Sharad
Pawar) said but Congress
has made it very clear that
we will be going solo in all
local body elections and
assembly polls. Don't you
want to see Nana Patole
made CM?" Surprised at
Congress' departure from
the 3-way alliance, BJP MLA
Ram Kadam claimed that
Patole's declaration of himself as a CM was a clear
indication of his doubts on
Uddhav Thackeray's proficiency.Sena has often
clashed with its ideological
polar opposite Congress
since the formation of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance

7600 prison inmates vaccinated so far
Meanwhile, the number of COVID-19 infections among the inmates is also seeing a downward trend with active cases as on Saturday being at 45 as compared to 170 in the last week
of May, officials of Pune headquartered Maharashtra State Prison Department said.
Team Absolute|Pune

C

lose to 7600 inmates
in Maharashtra's 46
prisons have been
administered first doses of
COVID-19 vaccines.
Meanwhile, the number of
COVID-19 infections among
the inmates is also seeing a
downward trend with active
cases as on Saturday being
at 45 as compared to 170 in
the last week of May, officials of Pune headquartered
Maharashtra State Prison
Department said.As per the
prison department officials,
a total of 7590 inmates have
received their first doses of
COVID vaccine, which
include 5573 undertrials and
2017 convicts. This includes
both male and female prisoners from 46 small and big
prisons across Maharashtra.
In the second week of
May, amid rising cases

among the inmates and
increased risk of infection
within the prisons, the
Maharashtra Prison
Department, resumed the
process to release the undertrials on interim bail and the
convicts on emergency
parole to decongest the jails
as per the guidelines laid
down by High Power
Committee set by the government.
Till now a total of 1800
inmates have been released

on bail and parole. The total
population of prisons across
the state currently stands at
33,800 which includes
inmates housed in the main
premises of the prisons and
also close to 40 temporary
prisons set up across the
state to contain the spread of
COVID-19.As per the vaccination data as of Saturday,
711 inmates from Pune's
Yerawada central prison
have received doses. For
other prisons, these num-

bers are Thane Central 509,
Kolhapur Central 403,
Nashik Central 643,
Amravati Central 909 and
Arthur Road Prison 410.
Since the pandemic
began last year, 44 of the 47
prison establishments in
Maharashtra have reported
COVID infections. The total
number of cases among
inmates as of Saturday night
was 4098 of which 4040 have
recovered, 13 have succumbed and 45 is the number of active cases. These
active cases are from 16 of
the 46 prisons. Other prisons
do not have active cases
among the inmates as on
Saturday. If this data is to be
compared to the data points
in the last week of May
there were just 172 active
cases among the inmates
across the state when 4029
was the total number of
infections.

Car Swallowed By Sinkhole At
Mumbai Parking Lot After Rain
A video of the bizarre
incident in Mumbai's
Ghatkopar shows the
whole car disappearing
into the sinkhole within
seconds.

A

car, including one right next to
it, were not affected.
The video has emerged at a
time when Mumbai, along with
other areas in coastal
Maharashtra, is getting heavy
monsoon rainfall. The India
Meteorological Department
yesterday predicted heavy rainfall for the city over the weekend. While an orange alert was
issued for Saturday, a red alert
was issued for Sunday. The

downpour over the past few
days has led to waterlogging in
several areas and also caused
the Powai lake to overflow. In
view of the weather department's rain forecast for the
weekend, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation has
issued a "high alert" for all
agencies, including power utility firms. The Coast Guard, Navy
and NDRF have been asked to
remain on standby.

As per the data, the COVID-19 positivity rate and fatality rate are
falling in the Osmanabad district but COVID-19 patients in the age
group of 0 to 18 years are found in the district for the first time

t least 65 children have
tested positive for coronavirus in the Osmanabad
district of Maharashtra over the
last four days, as per the data
shared by the district civil hospital.
As per the data, the COVID-

A

Raut's remarks came days after
Maharashtra Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Delhi separately, setting off political speculations in the state.
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he Shiv Sena was virtually treated as
"slaves" and attempts were made to
finish off the party politically when it
was in power with the BJP in Maharashtra
from 2014 to 2019, Sena MP Sanjay Raut has
alleged.Addressing Sena workers in Jalgaon
in north Maharashtra on Saturday, Raut
said, "The Shiv Sena had a secondary status
in the previous government and was (treated) like slaves. Attempts were also made to
finish off our party by misusing the very
power which was enjoyed because of our
support". Raut's remarks came days after
Maharashtra Chief Minister and Shiv Sena
president Uddhav Thackeray met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Delhi separately,
setting off political speculations in the state.
The Shiv Sena-BJP alliance crumbled in
2019 over the issue of chief ministership.
The Sena, which was one of the oldest
allies of the BJP, later formed an unlikely
alliance with the NCP and Congress to form

the Maha Vikas Aghadi government in
Maharashtra. Raut said he always thought
that the Sena should have its chief minister
in Maharashtra.
"Even if Shiv Sainiks don't get anything,
we can proudly say the state's leadership is
now in the hands of the Shiv Sena. The
Maha Vikas Aghadi government was formed
with this sentiment (in November 2019)," he
said.Recalling the drama preceding the formation of the tripartite government in
November 2019 after the Assembly elections, Raut said senior NCP leader Ajit
Pawar, who briefly switched sides to form a
government with the BJP under Devendra
Fadnavis, is now the "strongest spokesman"
of the MVA.The second Fadnavis-led government which was formed with Ajit Pawar
had lasted for just 80 hours. "….Anything
can happen in politics. Ajit Pawar, the
deputy CM of Maharashtra, is now working
shoulder to shoulder with Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray," Raut said.

Maharashtra Human Rights panel orders relief for two
women professors over sexual harassment complaint
Team Absolute|Mumbai

T

he State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) in
Maharashtra has recommended
that two women allegedly sexually
harassed by a man who was the principal of two colleges in Mumbai over the
last two decades should be paid a compensation of Rs 5 lakh each by the
police for not taking their complaints
seriously. The SHRC has also asked
Mumbai University (MU) to consider
action against the two colleges for discouraging the women from complaining. The man, who was arrested in
January and February 2020 on separate
complaints by the two women, had
died last September.
In one of the cases, it took over 100
complaints over several years, and the
intervention of the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO), for the police to register a
complaint after more than a decade of
the incident taking place. In the other,
the National Commission for Women
(NCW) had to step in to help the complainant.The recommendations of
SHRC are non-binding. This was the
last order by the former head of the
commission, judge M A Sayeed, before
he retired on April 27, 2021. But due to

The man, who was arrested
in January and February
2020 on separate complaints by the two women,
had died last September.
delays caused by the lockdown, it was
issued only on May 31.The first complaint was by a professor at a college
where the man had joined as principal.
She had been working at the college
since 1992. The man, who joined as
principal in 2003, allegedly began
harassing her from 2004, showing her
lewd photographs, sending her messages asking her to meet him and
telling her that he would treat her as his
"girlfriend" and that her career would
take off. The SHRC investigation found
that when the woman complained to
the college management in December
2004, she was told that her action
against him "would not be tolerated".
Three years later, in December 2007,
after she approached the Tilak Nagar
police station to file a complaint, the
college sacked her. The police also did
not file a complaint.The principal had
to step down in January 2008.

Thereafter, he changed a couple of jobs,
before joining another well-known college as principal.
It was at this time, in October 2016,
that the second complainant, a psychologist, encountered him during a
conference at the college. The SHRC
investigation concluded that he made
"unhealthy advances and implied his
real intentions", and also sent the psychologist WhatsApp messages the same
night. After her complaint to the college
authorities fell on deaf ears, and failing
to get a complaint registered by the
police, the woman wrote to several
agencies, including the NCW.
The NCW forwarded her complaint
to the Mumbai Police commissioner,
following which an FIR was registered
by Juhu police. The principal was
arrested on February 15.
A month earlier, on January 17, the
man had been arrested on the teacher's
complaint. In that case, the woman, a
highly-qualified academic, finally wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
September 2017, after her efforts of a
decade to report the alleged offender
with two MU vice-chancellors, a governor and officials of the higher education department proved futile.

4 wed in Maha jumbo Covid centre,
1,000 patients bless the couples!
I

65 KIDS TEST
CORONA VIRUS
POSITIVE IN
OSMANABAD
Osmanabad|Agencies

Shiv Sena was treated as slaves in erstwhile
BJP govt in Maharashtra: Sanjay Raut

Team Absolute|Ahmednagar
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parked car disappeared
within seconds into a
sinkhole at a residential
complex in Mumbai, which has
been receiving heavy monsoon
rainfall over the past few days.A
video of the bizarre incident in
Ghatkopar, which is doing the
rounds on social media, shows
the car's bonnet and front
wheels enter the sinkhole first.
The rear part of the car follows
and soon the vehicle disappears
whole under the water.The
other vehicles parked near the

over issues like Hindutva,
CAA, NRC, Ram
Janmabhoomi, Savarkar,
COVID-19 etc, with NCP
playing the peacemaker.
Several ministers from NCP
and Congress have accused
Uddhav Thackeray of
depending more on
bureaucrats than his
alliance partners, alleging
that they were being 'sidelined'. Congress ministers
Balasaheb Thorat, Ashok
Chavan have openly stated
that the party has had no
say in any of the decisions
being taken by the
Thackeray government.
Congress has also clarified
that the alliance was limited
to Maharashtra and Sena
was not part of the UPA. All
three allies have maintained
that the alliance is safe, but
BJP has often asserted that
the MVA govt will fall on
its own.

Mumbai, Monday, June 14, 2021

19 positivity rate and fatality
rate are falling in the
Osmanabad district but COVID19 patients in the age group of 0
to 18 years are found in the district for the first time.
Out of the 119 patients found
in the district on June 9, 25 were
children between the age group
of 0 and 18. Of the 109 patients

found on June 10, 19 were children. On June 11, 123 infections
were detected, of whom 21 were
children. This shows that on
average 18% of children tested
positive.
However, no child suffering
from coronavirus in the district
has died, as per the data shared
by authorities.

t was truly a memorable and
refreshing 'day out' for some
1000-odd patients undergoing
treatment at a Jumbo Covid
Hospital in the tiny Bhalavani village of 7,500 people, here.
For, this week, they were 'invited' to the weddings of two bright
young couples who chose to tie
the knot at the sprawling 1,100bed "Sharadchandra Pawar
Arogya Mandir", in this village in
Parner, with around 20 relatives of
the two sets of brides and grooms,
permitted as per protocols.
The excited couples were:
Rajashri R. Kale, 30, an engineer
who got married with Rahul J.
Kadam, 33, a doctor working for a
government hospital, and Aarati
N. Shinde, 20, a final year college
student who wed Niket S.
Vyavhare, 32, a social worker.
Parner Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) MLA Nilesh Lanke,
who organized the novel marriage ceremony said that the couples wished to do "something different for their upcoming weddings since there are so many
strict guidelines" in force.
"Last month, Rajashri R. Kale,
had come to celebrate her brother's birthday and was highly
impressed with the arrangements
here. Then, she and the other
couple insisted on getting married at the Covid centre," Lanke
told IANS.
Buoyed by their enthusiasm,
Lanke set up a crack team of aides
and NCP workers like Rahul
Zaware, Babaji Tarte, Balasaheb
Khilari, Rajendra Chaudhary,
Shrikant Chaure, Datta Korde,
Pramod Godse, Sandeep
Chaudhary, Satyam Nimse and
Annasheb Dalvi to make the double-marriage preparations.
They secured all government
and medical permissions to per-

form the double-marriages in the
hospital campus, solemnized by
two Hindu priests and witnessed
by more than a thousand Covid
patients, medicos, health care
workers and party activists.
The couples performed all the
marriage rituals, including
exchanging the traditional garlands, seeking blessings of their
immediate family members and
Lanke, with traditional
Maharashtrian wedding music
playing gently in the background.
Seeing the festivities on the
stage, many of the Covid patients
rose to cheer and clap, others
beamed and blessed sitting or
lying on their cots, but all delighted in the diversion from their
usually dull and despondent days
at the hospital.
Zaware said that the twin-wedding sought "to drive away the
fears surrounding Covid among
the ordinary folks" and pointed
out how "such highly educated
persons opted for the hospital as
a launch-pad for their marital

life"."This double-wedding is a
first in India where the masses
dread the very mention of
Coronaviruse We hope it will create awareness that the disease is
curable and people should not
run from it," Lanke said.
Expressing their gratitude, the
two couples threw a sumptuous
wedding feast, each sponsoring
the lunch and dinner for all,
donations of Rs 26,000 from
Rajashri-Rahul and Rs 11,000
from Aarati-Niket to the Covid
centre."We are absolutely
thrillede Our weddings couldn't
have been bettere An unforgettable experience as we step into
our new lives," gushed the two
new brides Rajashri and Aarati
soon after their public nuptials.
Before leaving, the 'JustMarried' lovey-dovey couples
went around taking blessings of
the patients and gifting Covidspecial boxes containing gloves,
sanitizers, masks, PPE kits, basic
medicines, etc to the hospital.
The unique event earned

admiration from NCP President
Sharad Pawar, Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar, NCP MP
Supriya Sule and other top leaders.
Lanke said that the
"Sharadchandra Pawar Arogya
Mandir" free jumbo hospital, the
country's biggest at the talukalevel, was inaugurated in August
2020, with 100-oxygen beds and
all emergency or specialized
equipment.
It got donations of over Rs 4
crore comprising funds or medical equipment or medicines, and
local villages chipped in with
more than 50-tonnes foodgrains
for the patients, cared for 24x7 by
200 doctors, nurses and healthworkers.
"We get patients from across
Maharashtra and even Karnataka,
and all are welcome to get the
best treatment absolutely free. In
the ongoing second wave, we
treated 8,500 patients, including
1,000 children, with zero deaths,"
Lanke said with pride.
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DELHI UNLOCK: RELIGIOUS PLACES
OPEN BUT VISITORS NOT ALLOWED
In the process of unlocking Delhi for the third
consecutive week after
lockdown, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said that weekly markets
will resume activity, but
only one market will open
in one zone on a day.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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s part of the phase-wise
unlock in Delhi, the administration has decided to
allow public activities and
markets to open from
Monday with certain restrictions as
the second wave of Covid-19 pandemic is under control.
In the process of unlocking Delhi
for the third consecutive week after
lockdown, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said that weekly markets will resume activity, but only one
market will open in one zone on a
day. The chief minister said that the
economic activities are being opened
up gradually in Delhi and all public
activities, except a few which are com-

pletely prohibited, will be allowed
from Monday.
"We will observe the situation of the
markets and restaurants for one week,
if the cases do not increase in the next
week, we will continue this but if they
do increase then we will have to
impose strict measures. Shopkeepers
have to ensure that overcrowding
does not take place, and maintain
social distancing," Kejriwal said.He
further stated that marriages cannot
be allowed in public places - in ban-

quet halls, hotels and marriage halls.
Marriages can take place only at
home or at the court with not more
than 20 people in attendance.
Kejriwal also said that the religious
places will be allowed to open from
Monday, however, visitors will not be
permitted.Not more than 20 people
can be allowed in funerals and last
rites.Schools, Colleges, as well as
social, political, sports, academic, cultural, religious festival-related gatherings. They will remain prohibited.

Russian Sputnik V vaccine to be available at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital from June 15
An Apollo Delhi spokesperson stated that
they are expecting that the programme
will begin on Tuesday June 15, but can only
be finalised when the consignment arrives,
expected on Monday evening.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he Russian Covid-19
vaccine Sputnik V is
likely to be available to
the general public from June
20 at Indraprastha Apollo
Hospital, while Dr. Reddy's
Laboratories began administering it to its employees in
Delhi on Sunday, according
to a hospital representative.
Hyderabad-based Dr.
Reddy's Laboratories
launched the Sputnik V vaccine in India, and the first
phase of a limited pilot vaccination programme by
Apollo Hospitals and Dr.
Reddy's Laboratories had
started on May 17 in
Hyderabad and on May 18

Further, all gyms, cinema theatres,
and banquet halls will continue to
remain shut.
Swimming pools, stadiums, sports
complexes, cinema theatres, multiplexes, entertainment parks, water
parks, amusement parks and Banquet
halls, assembly halls, auditoriums will
remain closed. Business to business
exhibitions, spas, gymnasiums, yoga
institutes, and public parks and gardens will remain
prohibited.Government offices, Group
A officers will be allowed to have 100
per cent attendance and 50 per cent
attendance for everyone else but
essential activities like hospitals and
police, will be fully operational.
Private offices are required to operate on 50 per cent capacity from 9 am
to 5 pm. All markets, market complexes, malls, were made functional last
week on odd-even basis, can now be
opened fully but only from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. and the restaurants will function on 50 per cent seating capacity.
All shops in markets, malls to open.
Restaurants to open with 50 per cent
capacity. Weekly markets to open
from tomorrow, only one market to be
allowed in each zone. All market complexes, malls will completely open
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Delhi Records 23 COVID-19 Deaths In
A Day, Lowest In Over 2 Months
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

t least 23 people died due to coronavirus in Delhi in the last 24 hours -the lowest daily count in more than
two months -- taking the overall death count
to 24,823. The national capital also recorded
255 new COVID-19 cases today which
brought the total caseload to 14,31,139.
Delhi's positivity rate stands at 0.35 per
cent, while there are 3,466 total active cases
at present. Today's death count was the lowest since April 7 when 20 people had died in
a day due to coronavirus in Delhi.
A total of 72,751 tests were conducted in
the last 24 hours.
The city had recorded 213 coronavirus
cases on Saturday, the lowest in more than
three months, and 28 deaths.
The current coronavirus figures are a
huge improvement on the numbers from
April-May as the national capital crossed
28,000, an all-time high. The subsequent crisis at hospitals - with a shortage of drugs,
beds and oxygen - had made headlines.
As the number of daily COVID-19 cases
and deaths continue to decline, the Delhi
government has decided to ease the ongoing restrictions in the city.
Shops, malls and restaurants in Delhi will
open from tomorrow. Shops will be open
seven days a week instead of the current
odd-even system. Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, however, said this will be on trial
basis for a week and strict action will be
taken if the Covid numbers rise.
Shop timings will remain the same, from

10 am to 8 pm, Mr
Kejriwal said.
Restaurants -- which were open only for
takeaways and home deliveries -- can now
have diners but with only 50 per cent of
seating capacity.
Weekly markets have also been allowed
but with 50 per cent vendors and only one
market per day will function in each municipal zone. Salons can open but spas will
remain shut. Government offices can open
with full capacity, private offices with 50 per
cent capacity. Delhi Metro and buses will
run at 50 per cent capacity.
However, schools, colleges and educational Institutions will remain shut.
Kejriwal has underscored the need for
caution in the unlock process, declaring that
the hard-fought gains made over the last
weeks should not be squandered. The chief
minister has also said that chances of a
"third wave of the coronavirus pandemic
were quite real" and that his government is
prepping to tackle it on a "war footing."

Delhi snatching case solved within 4 hours, with CCTV aid
CCTV footage turned
out to be a key input in
solving a crime, with
Delhi Police cracking a
snatching matter within a record four hours - from registration of
the case to arrest of
the criminals.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

in Vishakhapatnam.
A first consignment of 500
doses of the vaccine has
arrived at Delhi and is being
administered to Dr. Reddy's
employees in the city.
"The next consignment is
expected before June 20, and
the plan is to begin offering
it to the public starting from
that date. People will be able
to book a vaccination slot on

Cowin in the same way they
are making bookings now,"
said an Apollo Hospital representative. According to the
pricing schedule issued by
the central government, the
price per dose of Sputnik V
at private hospitals has been
capped at Rs. 1145, which is
less than the maximum
price for Bharat Biotech's
Covaxin at Rs. 1410.

S

crutinising CCTV footage
and the inputs developed
with local intelligence led the
police to solve the daylight
snatching case that occurred outside Ghitorni Metro Station on
Friday.
Sandeep Lamba, whose mobile
phone was taken, is a research
scholar, pursuing his PhD in
Mechanical Engineering from IIT
Delhi. He was also engaged in
developing an app related to
women safety issues.

Police accelerated their inquiry
after the complainant informed
them that robbed mobile phone
contained valuable and important
data related to studies which was
crucial for his career as well as the
project in pipeline, related to
women safety.
A dedicated investigating team,

Monsoon May Reach Delhi In 48 Hours,
Thunderstorm, Rain Likely Today
Monsoon is likely to bring
thunderstorm and heavy
rain to most parts Delhi
and Haryana today, the
weather office predicted.
Team Absolute|New Delhi
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he southwest monsoon is
likely to reach Delhi in the
next 48 hours - almost two
weeks ahead of schedule, having
already advanced into parts of
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Haryana, Chandigarh and Punjab
today, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said Friday.
Monsoon is likely to bring thunderstorm and heavy rain to most
parts Delhi and Haryana today,
the weather office predicted.
"Thunderstorm with moderate to
heavy intensity rain would occur
over and adjoining areas of many

places of North West Delhi, West
Delhi, New Delhi, South West
Delhi, South Delhi (Kanjhawala,
Mundaka, Pashchim Vihar,
Punjabi Bagh, Rajauri Garden,
Patel Nagar, Delhi Cantt, Vasant
Vihar, Vsant Kunj, IGI Airport,
Jafarpur, Nazafgarh, Dwarka,
Palam, Lodi Road, Safdarjung, R K

Puram) Gurugram, Manesar,
Kharkhoda, Bahdurgarh,
Mahendargarh, Narnaul
(Haryana)," the IMD tweeted.The
weather office also predicted
moderate to heavy rainfall for
adjoining areas of the national
capital territory region.Monsoon
has already entered in parts of

comprising Sub-Inspector
Rishikesh, Assistant SubInspector Raj Kumar, Head
Constable Ram Karan, Constables
Sita Ram, Yogesh, Niranjan,
Sandeep and Khushi Ram, under
supervision of Station House
Officer, Fatehpur Beri, Inspector
Kuldeep Singh and overall guid-
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massive fire broke out at a Rohingya
refugee camp in Southeast Delhi's
Kalindi Kunj on Saturday night,
destroying 56 shanties and leaving more than
300 people homeless. The fire broke out at
11.55 pm inside a house before it engulfed the
entire camp.
Atul Garg, Delhi Fire Services Chief, said,
"We received a call around 11.55 pm about
the blaze and rushed with five fire tenders.
Residents were immediately evacuated and
firefighting operations were initiated. There
were no casualties but the fire spread to all
the shanties. It was brought under control by
3 am."A DFS official said, "Prima facie the fire
started from a house due to a short circuit or
sparking in the main wire. Later, cylinders
exploded and the fire spread rapidly."
This is not the first time that the refugees
have been left on the streets. In 2018, many of
them lost their homes in a fire at a nearby

camp in Madanpur Khadar. The families then
moved to the new camp in the same area,
which was destroyed on Saturday.
On Sunday morning, women and children
sat under a small tent by the roadside and
waited for volunteers to give them slippers,
soaps, sanitary napkins, and other essential
items. The men, meanwhile, lined up near
the Kalindi Kunj Metro station to collect dry
ration, food, and clothes.
Several residents searched through the
rubble and ashes to check if any of their
belongings could be salvaged. Many said they
didn't have the time last night to take their
documents and money.
Sajda Begam, one of the residents, said she
lives with her two children aged 10 and 8. Her
husband died years ago and she works as a
labourer."We came here (Delhi) for a better
life but it has been very difficult. Last night,
we were all sleeping when the fire broke out. I
didn't have the time to pack anything and
rushed outside with my children. We had

Women Climb Atop Water Tanker;
Citizens Put Onus On Kejriwal Govt, BJP

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, bringing rain in
many parts of the states. Monsoon
has also advanced into the
remaining parts of Northwest Bay
of Bengal, parts of Odisha, most
parts of West Bengal, and some
parts of Jharkhand and Bihar.
Experts say a low-pressure area
that has formed in the northwest
part of the Bay of Bengal - in an
area adjoining the Odisha and
Gangetic Bengal coasts - may have
speeded up the monsoon.Heavy
rains lashed Mumbai just days ago
when the monsoon arrived a day
earlier than schedule, causing
roads and markets to be flooded
and subways closed. Trains and
buses were also affected.The monsoon reached India slightly later
than normal - it arrived in Kerala
on June 3, two days later than
usual - but has raced across the
country since then.

some cash and documents in the house… it's
all gone now. What will we do?" said Sajda, as
she sent her children to talk to the volunteers
and get three pairs of slippers.
Sitting near Sajda, her neighbour Sufiya
cried after her husband told her that he
couldn't find her sewing machine, his shoes
and their children's books.
"My husband started a shoe shop last year

ance of ACP, Mehrauli, Ranbir
Singh, was set up soon after the
complaint was filed.
"During the course of investigation, CCTV cameras installed at
nearby place of occurrence and
surrounding area were checked.
Local informants were contacted
and briefed about the incident.
After rigorous efforts, the team
finally zeroed down upon accused
persons," said the police.
The accused, identified as
Abhishek, 21, and Rupak Kumar
Pandey, 22, were caught with the
help of CCTV footage and local
intelligence, said the police,
adding "the culprits were arrested
within 4 hours of incident".
The robbed mobile phone, as
well as the motorcycle used in the
crime, was recovered from the
possession of the accused.During
interrogation of the snatchers, the
police claimed to have solved
another similar snatching case.
Investigation of the case and
interrogation regarding other
offences committed by accused
persons is in progress.

Delhi Water Crisis:

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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elhi Chief Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government has drawn
immense flak on micro-blogging platform
Twitter following a video widely shared on social
media which throws light on the distressing water
crisis in the national capital.
A large group of women can be seen waiting
with water vessels on the footpath at Vivekanand
camp in South Delhi's Chanakyapuri area in the
video shared by news agency ANI and immediately as the New Delhi Municipal Corporation
(NDMC) water tanker arrives, a few of them climb
atop the running water tanker in order to ensure
they get water.
Flouting all social distancing norms amid the
Covid-19 pandemic, they then put in pipes to fill
their buckets while others waited for their turn.
"Dear aderniye ArvindKejriwal thanks for these
27 Oxygen plants which are Installed by HCL Now
find donor for 54 Hydrogen plants from And mix
them to form H20, i.e. Water. Delhiites are struggling to find water," posted a Twitter user.

56 shanties gutted in blaze at Rohingya refugee camp, 300 residents homeless
A

Delhi has 3,466
active COVID-19
cases at present
while the positivity
rate stands at 0.35
per cent.

in the area. He lost his job due to the pandemic and was happy after his shoes were
selling. Last night, we lost (shoe) products
worth Rs 50,000. That was all we had. I make
clothes but I lost my machine. My mother-inlaw is old and handicapped. We are tired and
want to rest… we have nothing left," said
Sufiya, who has five children.
Many of the families said they don't know
how they will rebuild their lives after losing
everything again. Most of them have also
been unemployed due to the lockdown.
Some residents alleged that a group of men
came to the camp on Saturday evening and
threatened to burn the place if they don't
leave. The Delhi Police said they have
received a few complaints and will look into
these allegations.DCP (Southeast) RP Meena
said, "We helped the fire staff and disaster
management team with the rescue operation.
The cause of the fire is not known yet and
appropriate legal action is being taken regarding the same."

Another social media user while taking a jibe at
Keirwal tweeted, "Waah kya scene hai. Thank you
Lord Arvind Kejriwal. You are helping people to do
workout without gym even in lockdown."
Several people on the social media also criticized the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) at the
Centre alleging the NMDC falls under its jurisdiction."This is NDMC, which comes under bjp govt.
please mention that," posted one named Ranjeet
on Twitter."Shame on BJP…If u can't run NDMC,
handover to someone who can," wrote another.

'L-G SHOULD PUT AN END TO
WASTAGE OF FOOD GRAINS BY
THE KEJRIWAL GOVT'
New Delhi: The Delhi BJP on Sunday appealed to the
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal to put an end to the
wastage of tonnes of food grains by the Chief Minister-led
Arvind Kejriwal government which had been allocated by
the Narendra Modi government. Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly, Ramvir Singh Bidhuri led a protest of BJP
MLAs in the city food grains godown in Siraspur. The saffron party claimed that the food grains found stored there
that were allotted to the Kejriwal government during the
2020 lockdown for distribution among the poor were now
decaying in these godowns. "The food grains had turned so
bad that they were not fit for human consumption nor for
the animals. We demand that a thorough probe should be
ordered to probe this criminal wastage of food grains and
responsibility should be fixed. We urge L-G Baijal to personally inspect the godowns and find out bungling in ration
distribution," Bidhuri said. BJP MLAs Vijendra Gupta,
Mohan Singh Bisht, Om Prakash Sharma, Jeetendra
Mahajan, Anil Vajpayee, Abhay Verma and Ajay Mahavar
participated in the protest led by Bidhuri.

madhya pradesh
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NOW 20-20 PERSONS OF BRIDE AND GROOM WILL BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN MARRIAGE

THERE IS A SENSITIVE GOVERNMENT IN THE
STATE, NO ONE WILL BE HELPLESS : CM
 Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
interacted with the district level
Crisis Management Committees and
urged them to play the responsibility
of controlling the corona infection
and preventing the third wave.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

hief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said
that now 20-20 persons from the bride and
groom's side will be able to participate in
marriage. Corona test will be mandatory for all the
persons participating. Based on the suggestions
received from the Crisis Management Committees,
a new guide line will be issued by June 15. Along
with the children who were orphaned due to
Corona, arrangements for their livelihood, food,
education and their shelter will be made by the
government and society. Our government is a government of compassion. No one will be allowed to
remain helpless and helpless. Decisions will be
taken with sensitivity regarding the families who
have become destitute during the Corona period.
Persons who have died from Corona, The state government will also take a decision regarding their
certificate.
Chouhan said that MLAs will now be able to use
up to 50 percent of the MLA fund to help the needy.
Keeping in view the effect of Corona, the state government is making such arrangements. Chouhan
was addressing the members of the Crisis
Management Committee of the districts virtually
from his residence.
Presentation was given in the meeting on the
current situation of corona infection in the state
and the possibilities of third wave. The members of

C

the district level committee also gave suggestions
regarding control of corona infection.
Director General of Police (DGP) Vivek Johri and
Commissioner Health Akash Tripathi were present.
Presentation was given in the meeting on the current situation of corona infection in the state and
the possibilities of third wave. The members of the
district level committee also gave suggestions
regarding control of corona infection. Presentation
was given in the meeting on the current situation of
corona infection in the state and the possibilities of
third wave. The members of the district level committee also gave suggestions regarding control of
corona infection. Presentation was given in the
meeting on the current situation of corona infection in the state and the possibilities of third wave.
The members of the district level committee also

5,000 Pakistani refugees to
get Covid-19 jabs in Indore
 The representatives of the Pakistani refugees from the
Hindu Sindhi community had recently requested the administration for anti- coronavirus inoculation, District
Immunization Officer Dr Praveen Jadia said.
Team Absolute |Indore

bout 5,000 Pakistani
refugees from the
Hindu Sindhi community living here in Madhya
Pradesh's Indore will be
administered Covid-19 vaccines, an official said on
Sunday.
The representatives of the
Pakistani refugees from the
Hindu Sindhi community
had recently requested the
administration for anti- coronavirus inoculation, District
Immunization Officer Dr

A

Praveen Jadia said.
"This demand has been
accepted following the state
government's approval.
These Pakistani refugees will
now be able to receive anticoronavirus jabs at the city's
vaccination centres by showing their passport as the
identity card," he said.
Jadia estimated that about
5,000 Pakistani refugees are
living in Indore and most of
them are settled in the city's
Sindhi Colony area.
"We are administering 19
doses to all adults on human-

itarian grounds. Last month,
we had vaccinated a Dutch
citizen who had come to
Indore for some work," he
recalled.
Indore district, which is
the worst hit by the pandemic in Pradesh, has so far
recorded 1.52 lakh Covid-19
cases including 1,370 fatalities, according to officials.
About 13.53 lakh people
were administered the first
dose of the vaccine in the
Indore district while 2.35 lakh
people had received both
doses.

gave suggestions regarding control of corona infection.
Chouhan said that the crisis of corona infection
has not gone yet. A third wave is likely. Caution and
caution are required. Political, social activities, processions, crowded activities will remain prohibited.
There will also be a ban on school-college, sports,
events in the stadium etc.
Chouhan said that as a result of effective implementation of Jan-Bhagidari model in the state,
corona infection is under control. We have to be
proactive to stop the third wave. The experiences of
America, England and Singapore show that where
corona-compliant behavior was followed seriously,
the infection did not spread again. But where the
behavior remained normal and negligence
increased, the infection has started spreading
again. Chief Minister Shri Chouhan also sought
suggestions from the committee members regarding corona infection control, opening of market and
business activities and vaccination.
Chouhan said that the infection is under control
in the state. Due to the responsibility, diligence and
cooperation handled by the Crisis Management
Committees at the village, ward, city and district
levels, the control of corona has been achieved.
Now the situation is pleasant. Today only 274 cases
have come. There is not a single case in twenty districts. Cases are in two digits only in Bhopal, Indore
and Jabalpur. The positivity rate has reached 0.3%.
All this has been possible due to the hard work and
public cooperation of MPs, MLAs, public representatives, voluntary organizations, government
employees. This is the best example of human service. Warning of the third wave is ahead and the
challenge of black fungus remains. The work of
Crisis Management Committees is not over yet.
These committees have worked as a better team at
village, ward, district and city level. They still have
to handle the responsibility.

Youth Kills Shopkeeper for
Refusal to Replace Mobile
Phone; Arrested
Team Absolute |Khandwa

52-year-old shopkeeper was allegedly
killed by a 19-year-old
history-sheeter after the former refused to replace his
mobile phone in Madhya
Pradesh's Khandwa, police
said on Sunday.
"The accused Kausar
Shah had purchased a
mobile phone from the
victim Gulab Punjabi's
shop for Rs 1,000. On
Saturday, Shah and his
friends reached the shop
demanding that the mobile
phone be exchanged as it
was faulty. As Punjabi
refused to oblige, an argu-
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Team Absolute |Bhopal

24-year-old transgender
was arrested on the charge
of hurting religious sentiments after he allegedly danced
on the premises of a mosque in
Madhya Pradesh and uploaded
the video on social media, police
said today.
"Nanu Vishwas Kinnar was
arrested on Saturday evening and
charged with hurting religious
feelings with deliberate and malicious
intention under Section 295 A of the
Indian Penal Code," Talaiya Inspector
DP Singh told reporters.
He said authorities of Moti Masjid
had lodged a complaint, stating that
the act had hurt their religious feelings. The 24-year-old was granted bail

 The deceased's 19-year-old son Rahul Tomar filed a police complaint alleging that his father was beaten up and shot dead by
the officials. The police have registered a case under Section 302
(murder), 147 (punishment for rioting) and 294 (using abusive
language) of the IPC against the nine forest officials.
Team Absolute |Bhopal

45-year-old villager in
Morena was allegedly
shot dead by forest officials for trying to save an illegal sand mining operation.
The state police launched
an investigation into the
death of Mahaveer Singh
Tomar following the incident
and have so far booked nine
forest officials.
The deceased's 19-year-old
son Rahul Tomar filed a
police complaint alleging
that his father was beaten up
and shot dead by the officials.
"Mahaveer's son Rahul
Tomar, 19, filed a complaint

A

with the police and said after
abusing his father, forest officials Pramod and
Raghvendra shot him dead
with their service gun while
others used the butt of their
guns to assault him. Rahul
and two other villagers are
claiming to be the eyewitnesses," Morena's superintendent of police Lalit
Shakyawar told media persons.
The police have registered
a case under Section 302
(murder), 147 (punishment
for rioting) and 294 (using
abusive language) of the IPC
against the nine forest officials.

MADHYA PRADESH HOLDS 44TH
MEETING OF GST COUNCIL
Team Absolute |Bhopal

Transgender Held For Dancing in Mosque Premises, Sharing Video
 The authorities of Moti
Masjid had lodged a complaint, saying their religious feelings had been
hurt, said Talaiya Inspector
DP Singh adding that
Nanu Vishwas Kinnar was
arrested on Saturday
evening and charged with
hurting religious feelings
with deliberate and malicious intention under
Section 295 A of the
Indian Penal Code

Man shot dead by forest
officials, police launch probe

A

hours after his arrest from the police
station as the criminal section invoked
against him invites less than seven
years of imprisonment if convicted by
a court of law, police said.
Nanu Vishwas has more than one
lakh followers on social media platforms, according to a police officer.

ment broke out between
the two. In a fit of rage,
Shah allegedly slashed the
neck of Punjabi with a cutter kept in the shop, "
Superintendent of Police
Vivek Singh told reporters.
He said the accused is a
listed criminal at the
Kotwali police station in
Khandwa.
The SP said the shopkeeper was rushed to a
hospital where doctors
declared him brought
dead. "The police had
obtained a CCTV footage
in which the accused is
seen fleeing the spot. He
was arrested on Saturday
night," Singh said.

he state government has supported the recommendations of the Group of Ministers to reduce or exempt GST
on drugs, equipment used in the treatment of Covid 19.
Today, in the 44th meeting of the GST Council, for the first
time, Finance Minister Jagdish Deora on behalf of the Madhya
Pradesh government has heartily thanked the Prime Minister
of the country, Narendra Modi and the Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, for providing free vaccine.
Deora informed that Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
had written to the Union Finance Minister urging her to
exempt medical oxygen and its production plants and
portable concentrators from GST or reduce them to the minimum level. Deora said that the state government wants that
the rates of GST on equipment and injections and medicines
related to the treatment of Covid should be reduced. Deora
said that all the states including Madhya Pradesh will benefit
from the implementation of this recommendation. Deora told
in the meeting that Chief Minister Chouhan had underlined its
economic aspect while recommending to the effect that local
manufacturers of other states including Madhya Pradesh
would be encouraged to produce oxygen by reducing GST.
This will also help in preventing the epidemic.
Referring to the spirit of the Chief Minister in the meeting,
Deora said that reducing the rates of GST will help Madhya
Pradesh to become self-sufficient in oxygen production.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Union
Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur, senior officers of
the state, Principal Secretary Finance Manoj Govil,
Commissioner GST Raghavendra Singh were present in the
GST Council meeting.
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The forest department,
however, refuted the allegations saying that Tomar was
shot down while protecting
the illegal sand mining mafia.
"Mahaveer and others
were trying to snatch the
guns from forest officials
when a bullet was fired accidentally which hit Mahaveer
in his chest. We are sending a
report on the whole incident
to the police," divisional forest officer (DFO) Amit Nikam
said.
The security of the area
surrounding the forest
department was tightened
after villagers staged a
demonstration.

ALL HELP TO BE
GIVEN TO
CHILDREN
ORPHANED BY
COVID-19: CM
Bhopal: The Madhya
Pradesh government is
fully committed to take
care of children who had
lost their earning parent
or had been orphaned
due to COVID-19, said
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on
Sunday. He had recently
announced a scheme
under which such children would get several
benefits, including financial assistance of Rs 5,000
per month. "The state
government, along with
civil society, will provide
education, refuge, food
and other needs to
orphaned kids. A scheme
on this is going to come
up shortly. We can't leave
such children in the
lurch," Chouhan said
while addressing district
crisis management committees online. A state
government official said a
scheme for children
orphaned by COVID-19
came into effect from May
21 and covers the period
from May 1 to June 30.

HC asks State govt to decide on reopening of gyms
 A division
bench of Chief
Justice Mohd
Rafiq and
Justice Sujoy
Paul directed
the petitioner
to file a comprehensive
representation for the
grievance to
the state
home dept.

Team Absolute |Jabalpur

he Madhya Pradesh
High Court has
directed the state
home department to take a
decision in 15 days over a
petition of the Gym
Owners' Association, seeking reopening of gymnasiums across the state.
A division bench of Chief Justice Mohammad
Rafiq and Justice Sujoy Paul directed the petitioner to file a comprehensive representation
for the grievance to the state home department.
"The state home department is directed to
consider the representation of the petitioner in
light of the pandemic situation and COVID-19
protocol and take decision within 15 days by
passing a reasoned order," the court's recent
order stated. Prashant Mishra, an advocate and

T

founder of Gym Owners'
Association, filed the petition after the state government did not decide on a
representation submitted
two months ago to allow
gyms to operate during
the coronavirus-induced
lockdown.
The petitioner contended that exercises done in
gyms boost people's immunity and make their
lungs strong, and therefore, there was no reason to keep gyms shut in the state. The petitioner further stated that the Karnataka government
had allowed gyms to operate during the lockdown, but in Madhya Pradesh they were
denied permission, he said. The association has
submitted the representation with the state
government as directed by the High Court,
Mishra said.

Now there will be greenery in the state with people's participation
Team Absolute |Bhopal

nder the leadership of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the state government has been successful in fulfilling big
resolutions through public participation.
Chouhan has always made a successful attempt
to connect the people with the massive campaign
of tree plantation by presenting inspiring examples to increase greenery and to protect and safeguard the environment. The control of the second wave of corona infection in the state has
been possible only because of the public-participation model. The activism and initiative of crisis
management committees, public representatives,
voluntary organizations, self-help groups and
corona volunteers formed at village, ward, city
and district level has presented a wonderful
example of self-control and motivating people to
adopt Covid friendly behaviour. As a result now
the state is in a better position. In the disaster of
Corona, the initiative and energy of the public got
a definite direction.
Chouhan started work in the direction of connecting people in tree plantation campaign with
the aim of utilizing this energy of public partici-
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pation in the long term and permanent interest

of the state. As a true people-leader, he made the

beginning with himself. On Narmada Jayanti on
February 19, Chouhan took a pledge to plant one
sapling every day and fulfilled it continuously.
This was an attempt to set an example before the
people of the state. Chouhan has planted 131
saplings in this sequence so far.
Seeing the fruits of the mango tree planted by
him in 2016 in Pachmarhi, Chouhan has tweeted
that 'When you plant the sapling, you will take
care of it and when that tree grows and gives you
fruit, I can say with confidence that there is nothing that can give you more joy.' This feeling of
self-realization of Chouhan shows his spirit to
take everyone along. Be it the development of the
state, the welfare of the people or the time to face
the challenges, Chouhan has taken the people of
the state with him. Chouhan is constantly trying
to connect the people of the state emotionally
with the tree plantation campaign. He often
warns people about the effects of climate change,
the dangers of global warming. Chouhan often
says in a dialogue with the public that keeping
forest, nature and environment above body,
mind and wealth is our culture and it is necessary to follow it. Planting a tree and taking care of
it will not only increase the oxygen

Chouhan believes that plantation of saplings is
considered auspicious in Indian culture. The tree
is revered because it is believed to be the abode
of the gods. Chouhan started the Ankur Abhiyan
in the entire state from World Environment Day
to honour and connect people with the tree plantation campaign in the state. People will be motivated to take responsibility of planting and taking
care of saplings in the campaign.
Chouhan has also linked building permission
with planting trees to encourage tree plantation
in the state and ensure public participation in it.
Now it has become necessary for every person
building a house in the state to plant saplings.
Chouhan appeals to the people of the state to
plant saplings on the occasion of their birthdays,
marriage anniversaries and in the memory of
their loved ones.
Chouhan believes that planting saplings is like
planting life. Trees give us life. A big tree provides
shelter to many birds and animals. Every tree has
a role in maintaining environmental balance.
Chouhan has planted 131 saplings so far in fulfilling his resolve to plant trees every day. Chouhan
believes that tree plantation should be done
according to the local climate.
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PREITY ZINTA: FEELS AWESOME
TO SEE PEOPLE OUT AFTER
MONTHS OF BEING LOCKED

ANANYA
PANDAY IS IN
CAPTION DILEMMA
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actress AnanyaPanday is in a dilemma as she has run out
of captions for her pictures on social media. Ananya posted a set of
pictures on Instagram. In the images, the actress is seen taking a
mirror selfie. The daughter of actor Chunky Panday looks stunning in a
black outfit paired with nude make-up and pink lip stain. For the caption, Ananya wrote: "(heart and fire emoji) (u guys will be happy to
know I literally cannot think of captions anymore but I'll be back)."
The actress will next be seen in the film "Liger" opposite Telugu star
Vijay Deverakonda. The film has been directed by
PuriJagannnadh. Produced by Karan Johar, the film is scheduled to release on September 9. She also stars in
ShakunBatra's untitled next with DeepikaPadukone
and SiddhantChaturvedi.

B

ollywood actress PreityZinta took to social
media on Sunday to share glimpses from the
US as things start unlocking over there and
life starts getting back to normal.
Preity shared a video
on Instagram from the
US where people can
be seen in a weekend
mood, enjoying themselves sitting by a roadside cafeteria, while
some people roaming on
the streets with friends
and family (mostly without
masks).
The actress is also seen without a mask
as she shows her smiling face in the video.
"Feels awesome to see people out &
about enjoying each other's company
after months of being locked in their
homes. Of course it helps that most of
the people have been vaccinated!
Here's to life getting back to normal &
people enjoying the simple things in
life #weekendvibes #lovinit #saturday,"
Preity shared along with her video.
Commenting on Preity's post,
fans showered her with love and
said she is looking lovely.
A user also pointed out how
nobody recognises the Bollywood
actress even though she is walking on
the street without a mask.

B

Sushmita Sen is
daughter Alisah's
'official choice of
hairdresser'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ctress Sushmita Sen posted an Instagram snapshot
giving a haircut to her
younger daughter Alisah on
Saturday. Known for her witty
and engaging, Sushmita called
herself Alisah's "official choice
of hairdresser" in a note she
wrote alongside the picture
post. She credited elder
daughter, actress Renee, for
capturing the moment.
"Busy weekend anyone?!!!
Alisah has a way of making
me feel really
important…I've been her
official choice of hairdresser since she was 3yrs old!!!
While I am all stressed
about cutting her hair, she
simply meditates!! Love
her confidence!!! #sharing
#simplejoys #mammahood.
Nice shot @reneesen47. I love
you guys!!! Sushmita wrote."
Sushmita is shooting for the
second season of Ram
Madhvani's web series "Arya".
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riter-filmmaker TahiraKashyap has described her furry friend Peanut
in the funniest way possible on social media. Tahira, who is married
to Bollywood star AyushmannKhurrana, posted a video on Instagram
on Sunday. In the clip, Tahira's children Varushka and Virajveer playing with
a water hose and Peanut joining them.
In another clip, Virajveer is seen playing badminton and as soon as the
shuttlecock falls down on the ground, Peanut runs away with it.
Tahira captioned the video: "Meet peanut- pigeon hater, tissue roll
destroyer, sock stealer, water hose fighter and shuttlecock chor
(thief)."
Ayushmann and Tahira were childhood sweethearts. The two got married in 2008. The couple
welcomed their son Virajveer in 2012 and
daughter Varushka in 2014.
Peanut was introduced into the
family last year in December.

W

Roopal Tyagi wants to experience
simple, real love story
Team Absolute|Mumbai

elevision actress RoopalTyagi shares that she grew up listening and imagining her parents' love story and
that she wishes to go back in time during those days and experience real love stories. Sharing how her parents met and began dating, Roopal says: "My dad was driving around with his friends and my mom was
walking on the side with my aunt. He just looked at her and he wanted to know more about her.
He then started travelling around the same time in the same area to get a chance to see her. While my father
couldn't gather the courage to speak to her, my mom went and questioned him about looking at her every day.
That's how it began." The actress shared that the charm of old school romance is missing in today's generation.
Roopal said: "I really want to go back to that period and experience this kind of love story where the guy really
wants to know you and tries to persuade you to go out with him. I think that charm is missing in our generation today. "In a world of dating apps where you are constantly swiping left and right and you move on to
a newer option if someone rejects you, I want to go back and see this love story. And my mom is so stylish even today that I do want to go back in time and see how beautiful she looked then." Roopal is
presently seen in "Ranju Ki Betiyaan" on Dangal TV.

T

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Hyderabad:
elugu actor Allu Sirish has revealed that
he hates the refrigerators of foodie people in his latest post on social media.
Sirish, brother of Telugu star Allu Arjun, posted a video on his Instagram story. In the clip,
the actor is seen walking about the refrigerator, which is full of ice-creams and chocolates.
"Just window shopping. I hate food ppl's
refrigerators. What audacity! (Laughing
emoji)," he wrote as the caption.

T

Sirish recently
announced his upcoming film, which has
been titled "PremaKadanta".
"PremaKadanta" has been directed by
Rakesh Sashii and is presented by his father
Allu Aravind.
Sirish, who was last seen on the big screen
in "ABCD: American Born Confused Desi",
captioned the image as: "Here's our second
pre look. Can't wait to share the first look
tomorrow at 11am. Mark the date and time."
The actor was recently seen in the music
video of DarshanRawal and Neeti Mohan's
song "Vilayatisharaab" alongside
HeliDaruwala.

RASIKA DUGAL:
SOMETIMES YOU ONLY NEED
YOURSELF TO BE AMUSED
Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actress RasikaDugal on Sunday shared some
words of wisdom on a social media post. Rasika posted two pictures on Instagram. In the images, the
actress, who is dressed in a pristine white floor-sweeping dress, is seen smiling.
"Sometimes you only need yourself to be amused,"
Rasika wrote as the caption.
On the work front, Rasika can be seen in the season two of the web-series "Out Of Love". Directed
by Oni Sen, the second season of "Out Of Love"
also has PurabKohli. The two actors reprise
their roles as the estranged couple
Meera and Akarsh.
The series, produced by BBC
Studios India, has been shot
across picturesque locales in
Coonoor, Tamil Nadu.
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REBEL
WILSON
PREPARES
FOR A 'HOT
GIRL
SUMMER

Los Angeles | Agencies

ilson is preparing for a
"hot girl summer" following her 60-pound
weight loss as the star showed
off her impressive figure in a
workout top and gray leggings.
The Hollywood actress has
been very open about her weight
loss journey.
The 41-year-old took to Instagram
to share the new snaps which featured
her wearing quite the outfit.
Rebel sported the white
mesh top which
slightly showed the
black sports bra
underneath.
She also wore
a pink cap, a
shimmery
fanny pack,
and sunglasses, as
she also
held up a
pineapple
and a napkin that
read, "life's
a beach."
The Alister captioned it,

W

NICOLE KIDMAN, MELISSA MCCARTHY CO-STAR
IN SERIES 'NINE PERFECT STRANGERS'
Los Angeles | Agencies

icole Kidman and Melissa
McCarthy team up for the first
time in the new web series "Nine
Perfect Strangers" based on The New
York Times bestselling book of the same
name from Australian author Liane
Moriarty. The trailer and first look
images of the eight-part drama series
dropped on Saturday, and the show is
scheduled to premiere on August 20
worldwide including India, but not in
the US and China.
Filmed on location in Australia, the
drama is set at a boutique health-andwellness resort that promises healing
and transformation. The series traces
the story of nine stressed-out city

N
"HotGirlSummer
#Hotlanta who's with
me?"
Rebel also took to
her Instagram
Stories to share
more pics of her
outfit as she continued to pose and
feel herself.

dwellers looking for a better way of living. Kidman plays the resort director
Masha (Kidman), a woman on a mission to reinvigorate tired minds and
bodies. However, the protagonists have
no idea what is about to hit them.
The cast includes Luke Evans, Tiffany
Boone, Bobby Cannavale, Melvin Gregg,
Regina Hall, Manny Jacinto, Asher
Keddie, Michael
Shannon, Grace
Van Patten, and
Samara Weaving.
Both Kidman and
McCarthy are
among executive
producers of the
show along with
the novel's author

Liane Moriarty.
"Nine Perfect Strangers" is co-written
by David E. Kelley and John Henry
Butterworth, with Jonathan Levine
directing the series.
The first three episodes stream on
Amazon Prime Video on August 20, with
subsequent episodes being added over
the next five weeks.

Tom Hiddleston: 'Loki'
C
needs to evolve

Los Angeles | Agencies

Los Angeles | Agencies

ctor Tom Hiddleston has talked about his
role Loki, the God of Mischief, and said
that the character needs to evolve and
that the latest series shows that he can change.
Hiddleston said, "Loki needs to evolve. The
cycle was: Loki is trusted, he betrays, he
becomes a villain, he learns to trust again,
he's betrayed, he becomes trusting again,
he can be trusted again, then he
betrays or feels betrayed.
"It's just this endless cycle of
trust and betrayal and resistance. And the character is
essentially singing the same
song over and over and
over again. He's trapped on a wheel of repetition, a compulsion to repeat the same damage, the same story. And we are
breaking that record." Hiddleston said that Loki is now being
released from that "trap" in the series. "In this story, we're showing that he can change, that he can grow. And what if the experience
of that, and the journey he goes on, actually changes something internal
where he can potentially become someone else, or begin from a place of
understanding that, if you know who you are, then who you choose to be is a different thing," he said. "Loki" is streaming on Disney+ Hotstar Premium and
Disney+ Hotstar VIP.

A

oronation Street star Kym Marsh is
engaged to boyfriend Scott Ratcliff after
he proposed on her birthday. The
Michelle Connor actress, 44, said she was "over
the moon" after the Army Major, 32, asked her
to marry him.
She told OK!: "I'm absolutely over the
moon - I can't believe it. It's
been the best birthday
surprise ever. I can't
stop smiling!"
Kym and Scott
have been dating
in 2018 after
being introduced by mutual pal Antony
Cotton, who
plays Sean
Tully.
The actress,
who shot of fame
on Popstars and
went on to huge success in Hear'Say, has
been married twice
before.
She was with EastEnders star
Jack Ryder, from 2002 to 2009, and to Hollyoaks
actor Jamie Lomas from 2012 to 2014.
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Nicki Minaj, son twin in new photos on social media
Los Angeles | Agencies

apper Nicki Minaj posted a picture on social media
where she and her son can be seen colour coordinated
in white outfits. Nicki posted a set of pictures of herself
posing on a couch on Saturday late night on Instagram. Only
one photograph features her son.
The "Anaconda" hitmaker captioned the images with ribbon
and unicorn emojis. The raptress has chosen to keep her son's
name private. She previously has referred to her baby as "papa
bear". In January, Minaj shared a string of pictures of
her son and wrote: "#PapaBear thank you so very
much for choosing me to be your mamaa.
Wishing you guys a
happy & prosperous
New Year.
Thank

R

ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

you for your love and support
throughout this journey.
"It's meant so much to me.
Becoming a mom is by far the most
fulfilling job I've ever taken on.
Sending love to all the superhero
mothers out there. Big hugs to all
the women who have been pregnant during this
challenging time."

SAM
FAIERS
QUITS THE
MUMMY DIARIES
SHOW TO TAKE BREAK
FROM REALITY TV
Los Angeles | Agencies

aiers has quit her ITVBe show The Mummy
Diaries to take a break from reality TV. The former Towie star, 30, who has starred on the
ITVBe series with property developer hubby Paul
Knightley and their two young kids for seven years,
plans to focus on new projects away from the cameras.
Her sister Billie, 31, will continue filming her own show,
The Family Diaries, with husband Greg Shepherd,
focusing on refurbishing her lavish £1.4million Essex
mansion.
Mum-of-two Sam, who has filmed nine series, said:
"After many months of consideration, I've decided
that now feels like the right time to step away and to
focus on new adventures. Billie, who starred on
this year's Dancing On Ice show before having
to pull out due to injury, added: "We are so
grateful for everyone's amazing support
over the years, it's been a whirlwind
of a journey so far but we've loved
every minute of sharing our lives
with you.
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EDITOR’S SPECS

G7's don't bother
Paris climate goals

N

ew research from the Science
Based Targets initiative (SBTi),
a body enabling businesses to
set ambitious emissions reduction targets, on Thursday revealed that none
of the G7's leading stock indexes are
currently aligned with a 1.5 degrees
Celsius or two degrees pathway and
calls on the largest listed G7 companies to urgently increase climate
action.In the lead up to the G7
Summit, the analysis shows that the G7
countries' leading indexes are on an
average temperature pathway of
2.95oC, according to their constituents'
current corporate climate
ambitions.Stock indexes, composed of
stocks of the most significant companies listed on a country's largest
exchange, are vital benchmarks to
understand market trends.The report,
prepared by CDP and the UN Global
Compact on behalf of the SBTi, finds
that four of the seven indexes are on
dangerous temperature pathways of 3
degrees or above.Notably, fossil fuels
are a key contributor to the emissions
of all seven indexes, making up 70 per
cent of Canada's SPTSX 60 3.1 degrees
temperature rating and almost 50 per
cent of Italy's FTSE MIB 2.7 degrees
rating.Lila Karbassi, Chief of
Programmes, UN Global Compact and
SBTi Board Chair, said: "G7 companies have the potential to cause a
'domino effect' of positive change
across the wider global economy. This
report highlights the urgent need for
markets and investors to deliver on the
goals of the Paris Agreement.The
report calls for aligning investment
with 1.5 degrees Celsius.G7 ministers
responsible for climate and environment recently urged businesses and
investors to align their portfolios with
the Paris Agreement goals and set science-based net zero targets by 2050 at
the latest.Passive investing currently
makes up around 40 per cent of the US
and 20 per cent of European funds, but
passive investors are warned that just
19 per cent of listed companies in these
seven leading indexes have climate
targets aligned with the Paris
Agreement.However, despite significant progress in the adoption of science-based climate targets among
FTSE companies, some of the largest
emitters still do not have ambitious climate targets, resulting in an overall
index temperature rating of 3.1
degrees.Overall, 2020 was a milestone
year for climate commitments, with
the annual rate of adoption of sciencebased targets doubling in 2020 versus
2015-2019.Urgent climate action needed, said the report.

THE PANDEMIC GIFTS A NEW NORMAL
D.C. PATHAK

C

ovid is a human crisis
affecting everybody,
directly or indirectly, and
creating an uncertainty
for many about what lies
ahead in terms of continuity of
work, personal finances and family
welfare. Any natural disaster comes
unannounced and this is true of the
corona pandemic as well -- its new
wave of mutation was suspected but
was never easy to size up.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, it
may be recalled, repeatedly warned
the country during the unlock
phase last year to take all Covid precautions. That many people chose
to ignore them, for lack of understanding of the threat or because of
an attitudinal flaw, was one factor
that contributed to the severity of
the 'second' wave. Herd mentality
drove people to aggregating together on religious occasions 'for
strength' even when the situation
demanded keeping away from
crowds. Once a fresh wave broke
out the Prime Minister himself lost
no time in launching a nationwide
effort to mop up needed resources
and equipment with the help of
experts and senior officials.
Considering the nationwide
spread of the virus, it was logical for
the Centre to encourage the states
to feel free to explore avenues of
producing oxygen, procuring hospital equipment and accessing medical stock, to supplement the central
initiatives. Because of the huge variations in the intensity of the affliction across the country, the Centre
authorised the states to determine
the policy of lockdown and containment zone on their own. The Prime
Minister's emphasis on the indigenous manufacture of a Covid vaccine proved to be of great help -- the
Centre took the import of vaccines
in its own hands when decentralisation of procurement did not produce satisfactory results. There is no
doubt that the Modi government
worked proactively through the crisis. The prospects of vaccination
picking up has made the general
public in urban centres optimistic -people appreciate a government
that at least tries hard to deal with a
challenging situation. In their eyes,
Prime Minister Modi's leadership
qualities remain undiminished.
Social scientists and economic
experts are trying to figure out what
long-range impact the crisis would
have on individuals, organisations
and nations but any observer can
pick up at least some pieces to
reconstruct a framework of learnings and course corrections that is
going to delineate what the 'new
normal' would be in the times
ahead. A few things stand to reason
in the areas of personal domain,
organisational coherence and the
larger understanding of life itself.
These together can be taken as a
'gift' of the pandemic and accepted
as an 'upgrade' for future living in
general.
Of prime importance is the
healthy attitude of 'compliance' that

Kulbhushan Jadhav must be
transferred to a neutral country
Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza

O

n June 11, in a bold move, Pakistan's
National Assembly managed to pass
a bill that would give Kulbushan
Jadhav, the Indian national and former naval
officer, the right to appeal against accusations of espionage.Jadhav was awarded
death sentence by a Pakistan military court
in April 2017. In May of the same year, India
approached The Hague-based International
Court of Justice (ICJ) complaining that
Pakistan had denied consular access to
Jadhav. The ICJ successfully got a restraining
order against the death sentence till the case
was adjudicated.In July 2019, the ICJ came
up with its verdict. It demanded that
Pakistan must review the death sentence.
Forced by the ICJ verdict, Pakistan then
granted India consular access to Jadhav.
It is in the light of the ICJ verdict, that
demands that he should be granted the right
to appeal, that the National Assembly has
passed the bill that would now allow him
the right of appeal.
Although Pakistan passed the bill, the
question is who will be reviewing the appeal
when one is submitted? Given the hostile
right-wing religious domestic environment
in Pakistan towards India in general and
Jadhav in particular there is convincing evi-

dence that the decision against the appeal
will be influenced by forces that manipulate
public opinion to exert pressure of the judicial system and the subsequent decisions
taken by Pakistani courts.Hence, Pakistan
must allow Indian lawyers access to meet
Jadhav and prepare his appeal against the
death sentence as well as his honourable
repatriation to India.
The court that should be set up in order to
listen to the arguments of the defendant
should be comprised of judges from a neutral country and the hearing should also
take place in a neutral country.
No substantial proof of his involvement in
espionage activities has thus far convincingly been established. All we know about him
is that he was an Indian businessman trading in Iran who was allegedly kidnapped
and brought to Pakistan.
To ensure that Jadhav gets a fair hearing
at the appeal, he must be transferred to a
prison in a neutral country where a neutral
panel of judges should hear the arguments
presented against the accusations made by
the Pakistani military. Currently, he remains
in the custody of the Pakistan military.

(Amjad Ayub Mirza is an author and a
human rights activist from Mirpur in PoJK.
He currently lives in exile in the UK.)

Covid lockdowns created among
the people in regard to acceptance
of some curtailment of 'freedom'
and 'choice' one was used to enjoying in the normal course of life. At
home or at 'work' -- the concept of
the workplace itself had changed -the environ pushed everybody
towards a new awareness of 'self'
and a 'rediscovery' of one's role
both as an 'observer' and as a 'doer'
in the period of crisis. In the new
normal that the pandemic is setting
for all, three things are happening in
particular. First, a new kind of
camaraderie has been created that
unites the colleagues and family
members who were not able to
meet physically, much like 'friends
in distress' sailing in the same boat.
There are fewer complaints and
expectations. Secondly, an understanding of how immunity gained
from good health was a basic safeguard against the virus, created a
willingness to incorporate some
exercise regimen, both physical and
mental, in the lifestyle. This is an
upshot of the recognition of 'self'
referred to earlier. And finally, the
experience of 'work from home'
may have produced different kinds
of impact on different people but at
a deeper level it has enabled an
employee to get a fairly good idea of
where he or she stood in terms of
adding value to the organisation.
Earlier, in the rush of work, evaluation of performance was done
mostly by third parties but now
'self-assessment' would become an
important new normal -- providing
a higher level of personal confidence to all members.
Beyond the individual, the pandemic has materially affected business management and organisational working in a manner that is
setting in new norms for the future.
It was generally said that a leader
was tested in a crisis but what the
health emergency, with its indeterminate time frame and the nature of
risks involved, has done is to redefine leadership as also its mandate
for the times ahead. Issues of
human resource development, delegation of decision-making, bosssubordinate relationship, emotional
intelligence and importance of 'nurtural' leadership have all been
opened up afresh compelling businesses and organisations to course
correct on a whole lot of prevalent
practices. A leader must know
enough about the persons working
for him -- including the stresses in
latter's life outside of the workplace
-- and must appreciate that the
responses of anybody were conditioned also by his or her emotional
state at the time.
Working from a remote location
and with communication limited to
a virtual medium make it necessary
and normal to decentralise decision-making to the extent possible
and this puts credibility of the
leader on test considering the fact
that normally a senior was reluctant
to delegate this power due to a lack
of willingness to share responsibility
for the step taken by a subordinate
in exercise of the latter's own judge-

ment. Another feature of the 'new
normal' is the return of the old practice, that had fallen into disuse, of
the productive organisations having
a system of feedback from below for
their own advancement. In the
post-pandemic revival of economy,
it will be crucial to maintain quality
of product or service, evaluate
demand and remove bottlenecks of
the supply chain and delivery.
Internal and external feedback is
part of the mandate of the Age of
Information that lays down the
importance of 'complete and ongoing' business intelligence for achieving success in a competitive environ.
The post-Covid world is expected
to settle down to a handling of personal, professional and social
responsibilities in the light of lasting
lifestyle changes the pandemic had
forced on everybody, young or old.
A chastened view of what was
behind the Covid threat makes people accept the preventive dos and
don'ts, understand the woes of fellow citizens as well and abide by the
calls of governance coming in from
the ruling dispensation. People
would emerge with a sense of mental togetherness despite 'social distancing'. The pandemic has proved
to be a great equaliser on account of
shared vulnerabilities and has
brought back the indefatigable spirit
of man to retain positivity through
an overpowering spell of adversity,
on the one hand and to be prepared
to render some possible help to others out of compassion, on the other.
This would enhance the quality of
life the world over as the pandemic
becomes part of a historical memory embracing the entire humanity.
People would realise how even from
a distance some service could be
provided to others in difficulty -like offering a link for communication and 'messaging', helping in the
search for some medicine or equipment and arranging delivery of food
for the needy. All this was done quietly on a very significant scale reviving the spiritual legacy of mankind
and enriching the future of humanity. The disaster has induced a higher thinking on 'life' itself.
Since the pandemic has presented an entirely new kind of health

threat, attention of experts has all
been focused on how to mitigate
the 'fear of the unknown' by spelling
out whatever was getting known
about the virus so that people faced
the crisis with a little more calm. As
a well-known philosopher said
'understanding is the end of the
problem' for it defines the best precautions one could take without
running into a panic. It is for lack of
adequate briefing that people
rushed to a hospital on testing
Covid-positive -- running into the
hazards of an overrun establishment -- instead of benefitting from
home isolation. People cannot be
blamed because public education
and communication from medical
experts took some time catching up.
A positive result of the pandemic is
the restoration of the importance of
'public health' and 'primary care' as
part of the normal life. These were
nearly forgotten earlier. The emergency produced an overriding priority for 'disease centric' approach
to the neglect of preventive measures. A mix of personal hygiene,
physical and mental exercises and
an attitude of extending help to others is likely to emerge as the lifestyle
paradigms of the new normal -hopefully pushing us towards a better society.
Perhaps the most important
transformational impact of the prolonged Covid emergency is on an
entire generation of young students
who were put in segregation and
deprived of an interactive life they
were so much adapted to. They
could not comprehend the screen
substitute of a classroom and a
teacher -- the online format came
too suddenly and took the demand
for strict compliance of the homework to a new level of enforcement
and joylessness. The education system and infrastructure could not
devise an acceptable via media -- in
India even classroom education was
beset with 'authority' and one way
instruction. It called for innovative
redesigning of curriculum and personalised communication. The plus
side of online education, however,
had made a mark and even on the
resumption of all that was happening before, the new practice will be
perfected and assimilated in the

classroom protocol.
A healthy mix of face-to-face
interaction with a teacher in the
classroom and an online backup of
the 'tutorial' with a small group at a
time, will evolve for the good of
both students and teachers as daily
visits to school may not be required
any more. The staffing pattern may
be made cost effective through the
induction of part-time teachers,
reduction of bus movement and
putting teachers in turn on duty in
fixed hours for consultation by students online for any urgent guidance -- much like doctors were
being made available for 'calls'.
Education of children certainly can
do with a switch to an improved
'new normal' that would be more
rewarding for all concerned.
The pandemic has devastated the
nation's economy and pending its
meaningful revival put a large population under distress and even destitution. All over the world it has
deepened the divide between the
rich and the poor. A democratic dispensation has the onus of a welfare
state too and the policies of helping
people pushed below the poverty
line have to be swift, purposeful and
unfailing in reaching the doorstep.
The administrative machinery of
the state has learnt its lessons in
micromanagement and the best
strategy of post-Covid governance
would be to launch Centre-state
joint schemes to be implemented
essentially at the district level where
a strong team of senior officers led
by the DM-SP combine is perfectly
placed to make a success of both
'survey' and 'delivery'.
The Modi government has
already pushed digitisation of governance in service of the common
man and will therefore be able to
handle the challenge of reaching
out to the citizens in distress in
cities and villages alike -- through
the combination of digital and
human resources. This task has no
political tint and the opposition
therefore should be on the same
side as the Centre in redressing the
human suffering in the period of
recovery from the Covid crisis.
(The writer is a former Director
Intelligence Bureau)

'Capital' lessons for India from
the Andhra Pradesh experience
Narendra Puppala

F

ollowing Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy's meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah during
his latest visit to the national capital,
the transition to a three-capital formula for the state appears firmly on
target.However, the twists and turns
so far over the issue are raising several questions in the minds of various interests groups -- citizens,
investors and bureaucratic circles,
among others.It was in December
2019, barely a few months after he
rode to power on the wave of a massive electoral mandate, that Reddy
unveiled his plans for three capitals
for Andhra Pradesh -- legislative at
Amaravati, executive at
Visakhpatnam and judicial at
Kurnool.The three capitals formula
has apparently been propounded for
equitable distribution of institutions
across the residuary state of Andhra
Pradesh, which had been grappling
with a capital city fixation after losing Hyderabad to Telangana.
Reddy's plans have not gone
down well with the opposition TDP,
which had chosen Amaravati for a
greenfield capital, and the around
25,000 farmers who had given up
around 35,000 acres of prime agriculture lands to house the new capital. Protests and court proceedings
have been playing out ever since.
With the vicious Covid pandemic

spreading havoc, the issue that was
simmering over the last more than
500 days sprang back to the public
arena after the ruling YSRCP leaders
and ministers began raising the
pitch over the three-capital issue.
If examined
logically, there
are bound to
be merits
and demerits in any
proposal.
This holds
good for
the single
mega capital city
project at
Amaravati,
decided by the
TDP when it was
in power from 2014
to 2019. It also applies
to the three-capital formula propounded by the YSRCP, which
is at the helm since 2019.
Now, in a democracy, it is understood and accepted that governments come and go. As duly elected
representatives of the people, they
have won the right and responsibility to take decisions for the good of
the people.The manner in which the
capital city issue has unfolded in
Andhra Pradesh, after bifurcation,
shows that India's polity is yet to
come to terms with the challenges of
policy, and planning.

The blame for Andhra's capital
confusions must rest solely at the
doorsteps of the state's political class
- ruling as well as opposition. The
selection of a capital city is a
matter that decides
the state's branding, administrative
standing,
and
investor
perception.

Frequent
changes in
stand or policy on
issues that affect the
state and its future can be disastrous to say the least. Especially in
today's uncertain times in a postpandemic scenario.
The way in which the capital city
issue has been handled by the state's
principal political parties is bound to
raise questions in the minds of the
stakeholders on the possible scenario if the opposition party returns
to power after the next Assembly
elections.For a moment, visualise a
scenario where another elected state
government of Andhra Pradesh

decides to wind up the three-capital
system and return to the single capital concept again. Imagine the panic
and uncertainty, not to mention the
wastage of public funds and
resources.
Around 25,000 mostly small and
marginal farmers, who handed over
their fertile lands for the Amaravati
capital city, are already ruing their
decision. It would be a warning signal for the people who will henceforth be wary of giving their lands for
any government project.
The unfolding scenario is also a
red flag for international business
groups looking to invest in India.
Frequent policy reversals fuelled by
political agenda can only help keep
the business investors at bay.
The scary part of the capital city
issue in Andhra Pradesh is that it
could lay the precedent for similar
large-scale policy reversals in other
states of the country, or even at the
national level.
It, therefore, calls for statesmanship of the highest order for the ruling and opposition parties in
Andhra Pradesh to sit across the
table and resolve the issue, so that
apart from justice for 25,000 farmers,
the future development of the state
is not made a scapegoat at the altar
of political one-upmanship.
At the moment, the billion dollar
question on people's mind is, does
Andhra Pradesh's political class have
the maturity to resolve the capital
conundrum?
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SAUDI TO LIMIT UPCOMING HAJ
SEASON TO DOMESTIC PILGRIMS
In its announcement on
Saturday, the Ministry of
Haj and Umrah said it
decided to limit the
availability of registration
for those wishing to
perform the annual
pilgrimage this year to
citizens and residents
inside the country only, due
to the global Covid
outbreaks and the new
virus mutations, reports
xinhua news agency.
Riyadh|Agencies

demic. In its announcement on
Saturday, the Ministry of Haj and
Umrah said it decided to limit the
availability of registration for those
wishing to perform the annual pilgrimage this year to citizens and residents inside the country only, due
to the global Covid outbreaks and
the new virus mutations, reports xin-

he Saudi Arabian government has announced its
decision to limit the
upcoming Haj season to
domestic pilgrims only
with a maximum of 60,000 individuals in the wake of the Covid-19 pan-

T

hua news agency. This year, vaccinated and recovered citizens and
residents of the age group 18-65 who
do not have chronic diseases will be
allowed to register to perform Haj.
The upcoming Haj will be the second season with no overseas pilgrims due to concerns of the pandemic. The Ministry stressed that the

decision was taken for the safety and
health of pilgrims, supported by the
other Islamic states. Last year, 1,000
pilgrims of 160 nationalities living in
Saudi Arabia performed the rituals,
along with medics and security personnel. In the last 10 years, the
Kingdom has welcomed more than
150 million pilgrims.

Egypt complains to UN of
Ethiopia's filling of Nile dam

Cairo|Agencies

he Egyptian Foreign
Ministry said that it has
sent a letter to the UN
Security Council to reaffirm
its "complete rejection" of
Ethiopia's unilateral measures on the filling of the disputed Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam (GERD) on
the Nile River. The letter sent
on Friday accuses Ethiopia of
frustrating efforts to reach a
tripartite agreement on the
rules of filling and operating
the dam and attempting to
impose "a fait accompli" on
the two downstream countries Egypt and Sudan
"through unilateral measures
and steps that constitute a
clear violation of the rules of
international law", according
to a Ministry statement

T

Algeria votes in 1 dead, 9 injured during
parliamentary Chicago mass shooting
elections

Algiers|Agencies

lgeria held its parliamentary
elections, the seventh since
the introduction of multiparty system in 1989, with a turnout
of only 14.47 per cent. Vote counting began shortly after polling
ended at 8 p.m. on Saturday in the
presence of representatives of the
candidates and members of the
National Independent Elections
Authority (ANIE), with the final
results due to be announced on
Sunday, reports Xinhua news
agency. The polls will elect the first
Parliament under incumbent

A

President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune. More than 24
million people voted to
elect their 407 representatives at the National
People's Assembly (the
lower house of parliament)
for a five year term, from the
1,483 lists of candidates, or
646 parties and 837 independent lists. The elections
were marked by a wide participation of national and
Islamic parties and a broader participation of young independent candidates, while the left wing
and secular parties boycotted them.
The outgoing Parliament is dominated by former ruling parties the
National Liberation Front and the
National Democratic Rally, with the
Islamists as the major opposition
force. On February 18, President
Tebboune dissolved Parliament and
called for the early elections.
Saturday's polls were the third
organised under Tebboune's rule,
after the presidential elections he
won on December 12, 2019, and the
popular referendum on the new
constitution on November 1, 2020.

EIGHT AFGHAN POLICEMEN
KILLED IN INSIDER ATTACK
Kabul: Eight Afghan policemen have
been confirmed dead in an alleged insider attack at a police checkpoint in Lashkar
Gah, the capital of the troubled Helmand
province on Sunday. The incident took
place early Sunday when "a Taliban infiltrator disguised himself as a policeman"
opened fire on the policemen inside the
checkpoint in Qalai Bast area, killing eight
on the spot, and escaped quickly, a top
provincial official said. In the meantime,
Mohammad Zaman Hamdard, the
spokesman for Helmand police has confirmed the incident but didn't provide
details, reports Xinhua news agency. The
fire exchange between the police and the
Taliban rebels in Qalai Bast area inflicted
casualties on both sides, he said. The
Taliban outfit, which is active in parts of
Helmand province, is yet to make a comment.

12 DEAD, OVER 100
INJURED IN CHINA GAS
EXPLOSION
Beijing: A gas explosion in China's
Hubei province on Sunday has killed 12
people and injured more than 100 people others, including 39 in serious condition, local authorities said. As of 12 p.m.
(local time), rescue workers found 150
people from the blast site in the city of
Shiyan and rushed them to hospitals,
reports Xinhua news agency. The accident occurred in a residential community in the city's Zhangwan district at 6.30
a.m., trapping a large number of people.
The exact number of casualties is still
being verified as the search and rescue is
underway.

Chicago|Agencies

ne person was killed and
nine others were injured
during a mass shooting in
the US city of Chicago, according
to the police. It incident took place
shortly after 2 a.m., on Saturday in
the 7500-block of South Prairie
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Avenue, after two men approached
a group of people standing on the
sidewalk and opened fire, Xinhua
news agency quoted the police as
saying later in the day. A 29-yearold woman was shot in the leg and
abdomen and was pronounced
dead at the hospital, the police
said. Nine others injured were
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taken to area hospitals. An investigation into the incident is underway and there have been no
arrests so far. More than 1,500 people have been shot in Chicago so
far in 2021, which is an 18 per cent
increase from the same time period last year, a USA Today report
said on Saturday citing official
data. More than 250 people have
died from gunshot wounds, the
report added. Meanwhile, the
cities of Austin, Texas, and
Savannah, Georgia also witnessed
shooting incidents with multiple
victims late Friday into early
Saturday. Nationwide, there have
been 17 mass killings so far this
year, according to a USA
TODAY/Associated
Press/Northeastern University
database. Sixteen of those were
shootings.

IRAQI FORCES LAUNCH OP TO CLEAR IS MILITANTS FROM DIYALA
Baghdad: Iraqi security forces have launched an operation to clear the Islamic State (IS) militants from the
rural areas in the eastern province of Diyala, the military said. The operation was launched on Saturday by a
joint force comprising the Iraqi army, police, and paramilitary Hashd Shaabi, in an agricultural area south of
Diyala's capital Baquba, some 65 km northeast of the capital Baghdad, a provincial spokesman told Xinhua
news agency. Meanwhile, Tahseen al-Khafaji, spokesman of the Iraqi Joint Operations Command, told the
local media that the forces "have been working for some time in the border areas with Syria by setting up towers and thermal cameras for surveillance to prevent the extremist militants from infiltrating from neighbouring
Syria". IS terrorists are still active in the vast Anbar desert that stretches to the borders with Syria, Jordan, and
Saudi Arabia. The militants have been infiltrating into Iraq across the border in an attempt to regroup in the
country again. The security situation in Iraq has been dramatically improved after Iraqi security forces fully
defeated the extremist IS militants in 2017.

issued on Saturday. Ethiopia
plans to go ahead with the
second filling of the GERD in
July, while Egypt and Sudan
are concerned that the move
might affect their share of the
Nile water resources, reports
Xinhua news agency. Last
week, Egyptian Manpower
Minister Mohamed Saafan
told a virtual conference of
the International Labor
Organization that Ethiopia's
unilateral filling of the dam
without a prior agreement
would significantly harm the
agriculture sector in the two
downstream countries.
Decade-long negotiations
failed to reach an agreement
regulating the filling and
operation of the dam, including those hosted earlier by
the US and recently by the
African Union. Egypt and

Sudan currently seek to form
an international quartet that
includes the African Union,
the US, the European Union
and the UN to mediate in the
tripartite GERD talks. But the
proposal has been rejected
by Ethiopia. In February,
Ethiopia said it would carry
on with the second-phase
13.5-billion-cubic-metre filling of the GERD in June. The
volume of the first-phase filling finished last year was 4.9
billion cubic metres.
Ethiopia, which started
building the GERD in 2011,
expects to produce more
than 6,000 megawatts of electricity from the dam project.
Egypt and Sudan, both
downstream Nile Basin
countries, are concerned that
the dam might affect their
share of the water resources.

Libya, Turkey discuss
security cooperation

Tripoli|Agencies

ohamed Menfi, head
of the Libyan
Presidency Council,
met a visiting Turkish delegation, which included Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu,
and discussed security cooperation between the two
countries. The visit of the
Turkish delegation, also
including Interior Minister
Suleyman Soylu and Defence
Minister Hulusi Akar, follows a
series of mutual previous ones
between Libya and Turkey in
2021 that started with Menfi's
trip to Turkey in March,
according to a statement
issued by the Presidency
Council on Saturday. During
the meeting, Menfi stressed
the depth of the historical

M

relations between the two
countries and highlighted the
importance of enhancing
cooperation and developing
bilateral relations between the
two countries, the statement
said. The Turkish delegation
stressed the continuation of
cooperation in training security and police institutions, demining, and combating illegal
immigration and organised
crime, it added. The meeting
also covered the upcoming
Berlin conference on Libya,
support of the political track,
and uniting regional efforts for
an international consensus
that supports the stability,
security and unity of the
country. The Turkish delegation also met Libyan Prime
Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah.

PALESTINIAN WOMAN SHOT DEAD AT WEST BANK CHECKPOINT

STORM-TRIGGERED INCIDENTS KILL 5 IN PAKISTAN

Jerusalem: A 28-year-old Palestinian woman was shot dead by an Israeli security
guard at the Qalandiya checkpoint in the West Bank, the Israeli police said. On
Saturday, the woman, a resident of the Palestinian refugee camp Aqabat Jaber
near the city of Jericho, approached the cars crossing at the checkpoint manned
by Israeli border police and civilian security guards, and ran toward them holding a knife in her hand, Xinhua news agency quote the police as saying. A civilian
guard fired several bullets at the woman after she kept getting closer without
heeding the guard's warning calls on her to stop. Medical staff who arrived later
pronounced the woman's death.

Islamabad: Five people were killed and six others injured in separate rain and windstorm-triggered incidents in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) said. Eight houses also collapsed when heavy rains coupled with
strong winds lashed the province, the PDMA said in a statement on Saturday. The district administration of all areas of the province was
directed to stay alert for providing rescue and relief activities if some weather-related emergency occurs in their districts, Xinhua news
agency quoted the statement as saying.Meanwhile, one of the main highways in a tourist attraction of Chitral district was blocked due to
erosion of a river passing by it, and efforts to repair and find an alternate path for vehicles is underway, the PDMA said. The injured people
were shifted to nearby hospitals for treatment. The Pakistan Meteorological Department has forecast more rains in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and the neighbouring Punjab province on Sunday, issuing a warning of urban flooding in low-lying areas. The weather office also advised
tourists intending to visit resorts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and upper Punjab to check weather conditions before planning their trip.

India handed over 577 intruders to B'desh since 2018
Team Absolute|New Delhi

n a gesture of mutual cooperation and emphasis on the well-being of the border populations
of both the countries, India has handed as
many as 577 Bangladeshi intruders to the neighbouring country since 2018, and the numbers this
year have been quite good in the first five months,
with over 100 people returned to their country.
Officials in the Border Security Force (BSF) said
these intruders were caught and handed over to
the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) -- the border
guarding force of the neighbouring country, which
shares 4,096 km borders with India. As the IndiaBangladesh border is considered to be the most
peaceful International Border, both the countries
ensure to maintain their relations and such good
will gestures are shown from both sides during the
flag meetings of the border guarding forces of the
two nations. Of these 577 Bangladeshi intruders,
there were women, children and men belonging
to the villages located near to the borders. Most of
the times, these illegal infiltrators sneaked into the
Indian territory by crossing the International
Boundary (IB) in search of jobs. The villagers
could sneak into the Indian territory, as most portions of the India-Bangladesh border, the fifthlongest land border in the world, are porous. The
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India-Bangladesh border connects 262 km in
Assam, 856 km in Tripura, 318 km in Mizoram,
443 km in Meghalaya, and 2,217 km in West
Bengal. As per the data, 480 of these intruders had
entered into the Indian territory through West
Bengal, 71 through Tripura, 18 via Meghalaya and
eight through Assam. All the 577 intruders were
handed over to Bangladesh between January 1,
2018 and May 21 this year.
As many as 129 Bangladeshis were held by the
BSF this year till May 21 and were handed over to
the BGB. Of these, 116 had entered into India
through West Bengal, nine via Tripura, three
through Meghalaya and one through Assam. The
figures this year so far indicate that illegal entry
may touch or cross the maximum of 262 illegal

infiltrations noted in 2018. In 2020, 116
Bangladeshis were caught and handed over to the
BGB. Of them, 91 had entered through West
Bengal, 17 through Tripura, five via Assam and
three through Meghalaya. In 2019, 70 intruders
were held and handed over to Bangladesh, the
lowest. Of these, 38 illegal entries were noted
through West Bengal, 19 via Tripura, 12 through
Meghalaya and one through Assam. A total of 262
Bangladeshis were returned back to their country
in 2018, the highest so far. Of them, 235 had
entered into the Indian territory through West
Bengal, 26 through Tripura and one through
Assam. Earlier this month, the BSF had sent back
a Bangladeshi teenager who had strayed into the
Indian territory. The 12-year-old youth, identified
as Hasanur Jamal Abhik, was handed over to the
BGB during a flag meeting between the two border guarding forces at the BSF Border Outpost
Dawki and BGB Border Outpost Tamabil. A resident of Savar area in Dhaka district, the
Bangladeshi teenager was found roaming in
Dawki village on June 6 by the locals, who handed
him over to the police. He was handed over to the
BGB on June 7. To overcome this problem, as well
as to prevent illegal trafficking of cattle, humans,
drugs, fake Indian currency notes (FICN) and
many more things, the Ministry of Home Affairs

had in 2017 decided to employ a technological
solution, besides the physical presence of BSF
personnel. In January 2018, the information and
technology wing of the BSF undertook project
BOLD-QIT (Border Electronically Dominated QRT
Interception Technique), under the
Comprehensive Integrated Border Management
System (CIBMS), and completed it in record time
with the technical support of various manufacturers and suppliers. BOLD-QIT is a project aimed to
install technical systems under the CIBMS,
enabling the BSF to equip the Indo-Bangla border
in the unfenced riverine areas of the Brahmaputra
and its tributaries with various kinds of sensors.
Now, the entire span of the Brahmaputra has been
covered with the data network generated by
Microwave communication, OFC cables, DMR
communication, day and night surveillance cameras and intrusion detection systems. These modern gadgets provide feeds to the BSF control
rooms along the borders and enable the paramilitary force's quick reaction teams to thwart any
possibility of illegal border crossing and crimes. At
various places, it is not possible to erect border
fences due to geographical barriers, and the
Indian government is taking help of electronic
gadgets like these to secure the India-Bangladesh
border from illegal infiltraion.
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New Zealand win 2nd Test, clinch
series in England after 22 years
Birmingham|Agencies

ew Zealand defeated
England by eight wickets in the second Test on
Sunday and won the twomatch series 1-0 - their first
series triumph in England in 22
years. The win pushed New
Zealand back to the No.1 spot
in Test rankings. The win is
New Zealand's first at
Edgbaston in five attempts, and
is only their sixth out of the 56
Tests they have played in
England. Set a target of 38 to
win on the fourth day, after
England were all out for 122 in
their second innings, the Kiwis
reached the target losing just
two wickets, with opener and
stand-in skipper Tom Latham
scoring an unbeaten 23 off 32
deliveries. Devon Conway and
No.3 Will Young, who replaced
injured captain Kane
Williamson for this Test, were
the batsmen dismissed. Earlier,
England were bowled out at
their overnight score of 122
when they lost the last wicket
of Olly Stone off the first ball of

Man
of the
Series

N

Devon Conway

Man
of the
Match
Matt Henry
Brief scores: England: 303 and 122 (Mark Wood 29, Ollie
Pope 23, Neil Wagner 3/18, Matt Henry 3/36, Ajaz Patel
2/25, Trent Boult 2/34); New Zealand: 388 and 41/2 (Tom
Latham 23 not out)

the day, with the pace bowler
edging a Trent Boult delivery to
wicketkeeper Tom Blundell.
Although the Kiwis lost
Conway early for three, Latham
ensured they reached home
without much drama.This was
the first Test series defeat for

England at home since the
2014 series loss to Sri Lanka.It
was also New Zealand's first
series in England in 22
years.They had last won a Test
series in England in 1999,
under Stephen Fleming's captaincy.

BELGIUM THRASH HAPLESS Aussie McKeown breaks 100m
backstroke world record
RUSSIA 3-0 IN EURO 2020
Canberra|Agencies

St Petersburg|Agencies

elgium scored twice in
the first half and Romelu
Lukaku added another
in the closing minutes to
defeat a hapless Russia
in their opening Euro 2020 Group
B game. A brace from Lukaku and
a goal from substitute Thomas
Meunier helped clinical "Red
Devils" to jump atop the standings
in the group as Russia gave a lack-

B

lustre display in the late Saturday
night match. Russia started highly
motivated on home soil while
Belgium deliberately slowed the
pace. However, with 10 minutes
into the game, Lukaku broke the
deadlock after capitalising on
Andrei Semyonov's blackout
inside the box before firing past
goalkeeper Anton Shunin, reports
Xinhua. Russia responded well
and tested Belgium goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois in quick succes-

sion through Mario Fernandes,
but Courtois was equal to both
the headers. Belgium remained
ruthless and punished Russia for
another mistake before the break
as Shunin parried a shot on target
into the path of Thomas Meunier,
who made no mistake to tap
home for a 2-0 lead, seven minutes after his substitution in the
34th minute. Belgium was in full
control until the half time but
after the break the "Red Devils"

lost a bit of the initiative.
Although Stanislav Cherchesov's
men turned up after the restart,
they weren't able to threaten
Courtois. Belgium eventually put
the result beyond doubt in the
88th minute when Lukaku made
the most of Meunier's through
ball to wrap up his brace. With
the result, Belgium have moved
to the top spot in Group B followed by Finland, Denmark and
Russia.

Rabada's five-wicket haul give South
Africa big win over West Indies
Gros Islet (St.
Lucia)|Agencies

outh African fast bowler
Kagiso Rabada claimed his
10th five-wicket haul -- and
his first in 33 innings since 2018 –
as the visitors thrashed West
Indies by an innings and 63 runs
to take an unassailable 1-0 lead in
the two-Test series here on
Saturday. After managing 97 in
the first innings, the Kraigg
Brathwaite-led side again collapsed for 162 runs as the match
finished inside three days. West
Indies lost six wickets for 65 runs
and were bundled out before
lunch to suffer their sixth innings
defeat in 253 matches at home.
With strong winds making batting
difficult, the home team batsman
Roston Chase displayed ample
grit, playing cautiously to score a
workman-like 62 off 156 balls. He,
however, could not control the
slide as wickets kept falling at the
other end. Chase resumed the day
on 20 and batted for three hours,
hitting seven fours and a six. He
added 46 for the fifth wicket with
Jermaine Blackwood. South
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Africa's wicketkeeper-batsman
Quinton de Kock was adjudged
player of the match for his unbeaten 141, which took the visitors to
322 on the second day. "We didn't
have a good first innings and that
is mainly where we faltered. I
must say well played to Roston
Chase, the way he fought in the
second innings. We had plans but
things didn't go to plan in this
match. We have to refresh and
come again strong in the next
match," said West Indies skipper
Kraigg Brathwaite. "We have to be
fully locked into the plan next time
around. It will be tough and challenging. My message to the team
is to keep believing. I thought our
bowlers did an outstanding job in
the match. I thought everyone
gave 100 per cent."

BRIEF SCORES
West Indies 97 all out and 162 all
out in 64 overs (R Chase 62, K
Rabada 5/34, A Nortje 3/46) lost
to South Africa 322 all out in 96.5
overs (Q de Kock 141 not out, A
Markram 60) by an innings and
63 runs.

ustralian teenager Kaylee
McKeown has smashed the
women's 100m backstroke
world record, according to
Swimming Australia. McKeown,
19, swam the event in 57.45 seconds at the Australian Swimming
Trials in South Australia (SA) on
Sunday night, beating the previous record of 57.57, reports
Xinhua.She qualified for the
event at the Tokyo Olympics
alongside Emily Seebohm.
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ASHES WILL BE TOUGH WITH
THIS FRAGILE ENGLAND
BATTING: VAUGHAN
London: Former England skipper
Michael Vaughan came down heavily
on the Joe Root-captained home team
after they lost to New Zealand by eight
wickets in the second Test on Sunday,
saying the batting was "fragile". New
Zealand won the two-Test series 1-0 -their first series triumph in England in
22 years. The win also pushed New
Zealand back to the number one spot
in Test rankings and gave them a boost
ahead of the World Test
Championship final against India from
June 18. The first Test between
England and New Zealand had ended
in a draw. Vaughan, who has played 86
Tests for England, said if the team continues to underperform, it will have no
chance in the Ashes later this year in
Australia. "They now have just five
chances to sort the batting out before
the Ashes. They can't arrive in
Australia with a batting line-up this
fragile. They'd have no chance. This
batting line-up is fragile and we have
to now start looking at players and
wondering if they are good enough
because they keep getting out cheaply," Vaughan said on the BBC Test
Match Special. England will get a
chance to redeem themselves when
they take on the Virat Kohli-led India
in a five-match Test series in AugustSeptember this year.

Cena posts Kohli's pic, fans say he
is supporting India for World Cup
London|Agencies

orld Wrestling
Entertainment (WWE) icon
and renowned television
presenter John Cena on Saturday
posted an uncaptioned image of
India team skipper Virat Kohli on his
Instagram page, leaving his fans confused about what message he wanted
to convey. Kohli is currently leading
the India side to the World Test
Championship (WTC) final against
the Kane Williamson-led New
Zealand at the Ageas Bowl in
Southampton from June 18. The 16time world champion, Cena, has
posted the picture of the Indian
cricket icon, probably clicked in 2019,
wearing a limited-overs jersey and
walking in to bat. This is not the first
time that Cena has posted Kohli's
picture on his Instagram page. The
former WWE champion had shared
another uncaptioned picture of Kohli
after India's match against Sri Lanka
during the 2019 World Cup in
England. Kohli is seen extending his
arm to shake hands with a mysterious cricketer, with coach Ravi Shastri
and Rohit Sharma in the background.
India had beaten Sri Lanka by seven
wickets in the match played on July 6,
2019. Some fans see Kohli's picture
appearing on Cena's Instagram page
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WTC: Heavy-scoring Indians
have edge over NZ batsmen
Team Absolute|New Delhi

ith less than a week to
go before the start of
the World Test
Championship (WTC) final, the
Indian batting unit looks better
and more experienced than its
New Zealand counterpart in the
WTC. While India have as many
as five batsmen among top 15
top scorers in the tournament,
New Zealand have none. New
Zealand's batting mainstay,
skipper Kane Williamson, is the
highest placed, at 16th in the list
with 817 runs scored at 58.35.
Part of the reason why he is so
low in the run-getters' list is
because he has played just nine
matches as against the Indians
above him in the list who have
played many more games.
Cheteshwar Pujara (818 runs in
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12 matches at an average of
29.21), Mayank Agarwal (857 in
12 by at 42.85), Virat Kohli (877
in 14 at 43.85), Rohit Sharma

(1030 in 11 at 64.37) and Ajinkya
Rahane (1095 in 17 at 43.8) are
all above Williamson. However,
barring Sharma, no Indian has

been able to
match the
New
Zealander's
batting
average.
Spin
bowling allrounder
Ravindra
Jadeja,
lower down
in the list
with 469
runs in 10
matches,
too has a
better average (58.62)
than
Williamson. Apart from
Williamson, though, the rest of
the Blackcaps batsmen have
been unspectacular.

Left-handed opener Tom
Latham has scored 680 runs in
11 matches at 40.00, Henry
Nicholls has 585 runs in 10
matches at 41.78 while Ross
Taylor has 469 in 11 matches at
31.26. Wicketkeeper-batsman BJ
Watling has 417 runs in 10
matches at 29.78. As many as
eight Indians have scored over
400 runs in WTC and all of them
except one are averaging above
30. Only Cheteshwar Pujara
averages below 30. And six
Kiwis have scored over 400 runs
and five of these are averaging
above 30. India have not played
a single Test in England during
the WTC campaign and it
remains to be seen how they
adjust to the Southampton pitch
in the early part of the summer
that supposedly helps the swing
bowlers.

on Saturday as his support to the
India cricket team ahead of the WTC
final. "Cena support India for
WTC2021," wrote a fan, while another wrote, "Looks like John Cena is a
fan of Virat as well."

BCB to probe allegations
of biased umpiring in DPL
haka|Agencies

n the wake of the Shakib Al
Hasan incident, where the
Bangladesh all-rounder
misbehaved with umpires and
kicked and uprooted the
stumps during a Dhaka
Premier League (DPL) match,
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) chief, Nazmul Hassan,
has set up a committee to
investigate allegations of
biased umpiring in the tournament. Shakib, captain of
DPL side Mohammedan
Sporting Club, was on
Saturday suspended for three
games and fined 500,000 taka
($5,800) after being found
guilty of misbehaving with the
umpires during the match
against Abahani Limited the
previous day. Shakib first
kicked the stumps after his
appeal for an LBW verdict
against Abahani Limited's
Mushfiqur Rahim was turned
down. An over later, he
uprooted the whole set of
stumps and hurled them on
the ground after the umpires
called for the covers due to the
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deteriorating weather. "It
(Shakib's outburst) has spread
so much internationally. I am
getting non-stop calls from all
over the world. This is
extremely insulting for
Bangladesh. I think there's no
point in playing domestic
cricket until and unless we
find out the solution. It has
reached an extreme point. It
has ruined all the good work
we have done," Nazmul
Hassan told Jamuna TV.
The BCB chief added that
though he had not received
any formal complaints about
biased umpiring from the
clubs or their players, he had
formed a committee to speak
to the 12 clubs and go into
details of the problems confronting them. "They haven't
shown me anything as proof. I
am only seeing documents
signed by managers and captains from matches. There's
no complaint from anyone, so
who will give me the allegations? I have still asked them
to find out what's going on.
Matches are being recorded
now. It is not just hearsay.
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FPIs invest Rs 15,520 cr in
EXIM BANK SEES INDIA'S Q1
Indian
equities
in
June
MERCHANDISE EXPORTS AT $87.2BN
Mumbai, Monday, June 14, 2021

FPIs have made a
comeback after pulling
out investments for two
consecutive months. In
April and May, net selling by FPIs stood at Rs
9,659 crore and Rs
2,954 crore.

While the peak of the second
wave of infections of the
Covid-19 pandemic witnessed
in India during end April-May
2021, could have subdued
exports during the quarter to
some extent, exports from
India have nevertheless been
relatively resilient.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

F

Team Absolute|New Delhi
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xport-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank)
has projected India's total merchandise
exports for the first quarter of FY22 to
reach $87.2 billion. It would be around
70 per cent higher than $51.3 billion during the same quarter last fiscal, Exim Bank said in
a statement.Non-oil exports are likely to grow over
68 per cent on a year-on-year basis to $78.26 billion, compared to $46.4 billion during April-June,

FY21. "The sharp rise in India's exports could be
attributed largely to the low base effect, pick up in
global oil prices, and strong growth in advanced
economies," it said.While the peak of the second
wave of infections of the Covid-19 pandemic witnessed in India during end April-May 2021, could

NTPC invites EoI for Hydrogen Fuel
Cell based pilot projects
Through the projects, NTPC is looking to further strengthen its footprint
in green and clean fuel, the company said in a statement. NTPC will collaborate for implementation and further commercialization of the projects.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

S

tate-run power major
NTPC has floated a
global Expression of
Interest (EoI) to set up two
pilot projects, standalone
fuel-cell based backup
power system and a standalone fuel-cell based microgrid system with hydrogen
production using electrolyser at NTPC premises.
Through the projects,
NTPC is looking to further
strengthen its footprint in
green and clean fuel, the
company said in a statement. NTPC will collaborate
for implementation and further commercialization of
the projects.
"This is in line with
NTPC's initiatives towards
adopting Hydrogen technologies. It has already started a pilot for making
methanol integrating carbon

captured from power plant
fuel gas and hydrogen from
electrolysis," the statement
said.
It noted that this is a
potential solution towards
"Aatmanirbhar Bharat" in the
field of carbon capture and
green hydrocarbon synthesis. Taking the initiative forward, NTPC is exploring use
of Hydrogen-based Fuel
Cells-Electrolyser systems

for backup power requirement. Currently, the backup
power requirement and
micro grid applications are
being met from diesel-based
power generators.
Looking at these as early
adopter use case of hydrogen-based technologies,
NTPC is working towards
creating solutions which are
a green alternative to diesel
generators.

have subdued exports during the quarter to some
extent, exports from India have nevertheless been
relatively resilient.The forecasts are based on India
Exim Bank's Export Leading Index (ELI) Model,
which has shown an upward movement during
the same quarter.

RETAIL INVESTORS
CAN LOOK FORWARD
TO BIG IPOS RAISING
RS 1.12 LAKH CR
New Delhi: Retail investors will get a
chance to participate in good quality
IPOs as several important names
including LIC are on the upcoming
IPOs list to raise as much as Rs 1.12
lakh crore.According to market estimates, among the upcoming issues,
insurance major, LIC is likely to
launch a Rs 70,000-90,000 crore
issue. The IPO list is dominated by
financial services sector.
Food delivery chain, Zomato will
launch a Rs 8,250 crore IPO while
private sector airline, Go First will
launch a Rs 3,600 crore primary market issue.
Birla Sun Life Insurance is slated
for a Rs 2,000 crore-Rs 24,000 crore
issue while home loan company,
Aptus will launch a Rs 3,000 crore
issue.Microfinance company, Arohan
will launch a Rs 1700-1800 crore
issue while Fincare Small Finance
Bank is slated to launch a Rs 1300
crore issue.
Jana Small Finance Bank is estimated for a Rs 1200 crore issue while
the largest franchise of Yum Brands,
Devyani International is set for a Rs
1400 crore issue.
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an Francisco-headquartered
air-purification technology
company Molekule plans to
invest in research and development
in IndiaAs the company enters
India, Dilip Goswami, Co-founder,
President and CTO of Molekule, said
that its research team has entered
into partnerships with India's top
research institutes.
On the question of R&D investment into, Goswami said:
"Absolutely. Molekule is first and
foremost a science company bring-

ing scientific innovation out of academic research to solve the challenges of air pollution. Our team
conducts extensive research and rigorous testing."In addition to its team
of dedicated scientists and internal
testing labs, the company also works
with some of the world's top independent labs, to test its PECO technology."As we expand into India, our
research team, led by Jaspreet Dhau
is continuing these partnerships
with some of India's top research
institutes," he said.
He said that the goal is to help
advance the science of clean air and

bring the best technology can offer
to solve global air pollution.
Talking of the company's investments in India, Goswami said that it
has a two-fold strategy for the Indian
market.Noting that in India there is a
need for effective air purification
technology, not just in homes, but in
all environments, he said: "Our
investments in India will be twofold: first we are building a team to
bring our products to homes today
and help address the air quality
issues people are facing immediately, and secondly, we are developing
partnerships to explore radical solu-

According to the Wall
Street Journal, China,
Taiwan and many other
parts of Asia kept the
pandemic in check better than the US and
Europe.
Hong Kong|Agencies

A

fresh wave of Covid-19 in Asia
where vaccination is still in
early stages can further worsen
the global chip supply chain, the
media reported.
According to the Wall Street
Journal, China, Taiwan and many
other parts of Asia kept the pandemic in check better than the US and
Europe.
"Immunisation efforts in Asia,
meanwhile, have lagged behind and
authorities have largely kept in place
tougher border controls to keep the
virus out. Still, Covid-19 has spread,"
the report said on Saturday.
Taiwan, a key hub for chip manufacturing, is currently experiencing a
surge of Covid cases.
Starting on May 10, Covid infections jumped from one to three-digit

tions for all of the environments
where clean air is critical beyond the
home."Regarding the efficiency of
Molekule's products in terms of
viruses, he said that in 2020, tests
were done to check the PECO technology's (Photo ElectroChemical
Oxidation) ability to inactivate viruses from air that passes through the
device.The test demonstrated that
Molekule's PECO air purification
technology inactivates coronavirus
strains (bovine and porcine strains)
and the H1N1 flu virus by up to
99.99 per cent in single-pass experiments.

CENTRE MAY FRONT LOAD CAPITAL PROVISIONING FOR PSBS THIS YEAR
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced in her Budget speech this year that
two state-run banks along with IDBI Bank
would be privatised in FY22.
Team Absolute|New Delhi

A

s the Central government draws a plan to
privatise at least two
public sector banks (PSB)
this fiscal, it has also decided
to front load capitalisation of
state-owned banks so that
the balance sheets of some of
these entities are strengthened ahead of possible sale.
Sources said that PSBs may
be provided this year just
after their first quarter results
before October. This would
be a departure from the practice of previous year when
bank capitalisation was
undertaken late in the year
and towards the end of fiscal.
Even in FY21, a substantial
portion of capital was
released right at end of the
fiscal year in March.
"Front loading of capital
will help PSBs to strengthen
their financials that may
again get impacted this year
with weak lending and stress
coming back on a lot of their

credit assets with Covid pandemic continuing to disrupt
businesses. This could also
help in taking out weak
banks out of the PCA
(prompt corrective action)
framework that would be
helpful in their possible privatisation this year," said an
official source on the condition of anonymity.
The Budget 2021-22 has
allocated Rs 20,000 crore
towards recapitalisation of
PSBs to help them consolidate their financial capacity.
Source said that more than
two-third of this capital may
be provided by the second
quarter.
The government had earlier indicated that banks under
prompt corrective action
(PCA) framework or weaker
banks would be kept out of
privatisation as it would be
difficult to find buyers for
them. This would have left
three PSBs, Indian Overseas
Bank, Central Bank and UCO
Bank, out of the govern-

ment's disinvestment plan.
But now the thinking is
that they could be brought
out of PCA as there are visible signs of improvement in
some of the key parameters
such as profitability and asset
quality (in net NPA terms as
they have stepped up provisioning) in the last 3-4 quarters. This could allow them to
be considered for privatisation. Provision of capital earlier in the year will give the
necessary boost to them.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had announced
in her Budget speech this
year that two state-run banks
along with IDBI Bank would
be privatised in FY22.
She also said that one gen-

eral insurance company
would be sold off in the current fiscal.
The recapitalisation
roadmap is being redrawn for
the PSBs in the current fiscal
as the institutions are expected to face stress from the
pandemic disruptions with
fears that asset quality may
further weaken like last year.
Also, the changes in valuation norms AT1 bonds has
made the instrument less
attractive for banks to raise
their capital.
SEBI, though has amended
the valuation rule of perpetual bonds in line with objections raised by the finance
ministry, it still has said that
from April 2023 onwards, the

daily Covid-19 cases and
robust Q4 earnings.Total net
investment by FPIs in 2021
stands at Rs 58,649 crore.
With the rise in FPIs, the
key Indian equity indices
also have off late climbed to
new highs.On Friday, both
the BSE Sensex and Nifty50
on the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) touched
their all-time intra-day
highs of 52,641.53 and
15,835.55 points, respectively.Shrikant Chouhan,
Executive Vice President,

Equity Technical Research
at Kotak Securities said:
"We expect FPI flows to
India, in the medium term,
to remain strong as India is
at a cusp of growth revival
path."He added that low
interest rates, better exports
outlook and revival in global economy is a good combination for India's economic revival. Domestic
demand revival will also be
supported by upcoming
festival season, according to
Chouhan.

New Covid wave in Asia to worsen
global chip shortage: Report

US-BASED MOLEKULE PLANS INVESTMENT FOR R&D IN INDIA
Team Absolute|New Delhi

oreign Portfolio
Investors (FPI) have
made a total net
investment of Rs 15,520
crore in Indian equities so
far in June.
FPIs have made a comeback after pulling out
investments for two consecutive months. In April and
May, net selling by FPIs
stood at Rs 9,659 crore and
Rs 2,954 crore.The return of
the foreign funds comes
amid declining number of

residual maturity of AT-1
bonds will become 100 years
from the date of issuance of
the bond. This will make the
most used route of raising
capital by banks less attractive.
Sources said that the
Finance Ministry has already
started a preliminary exercise
to determine the capital
requirement of banks in
wake of limitations on fund
raising norms and expected
rise in bad assets during the
time of the pandemic. Based
on the inputs received by
banks, additional capital may
be provided to them from
budgetary resources at the
earliest.
On its part, government is
strengthening the banking
segment by merger and
amalgamation of PSBs.
Since 2017, this exercise
has resulted in seven large
and five smaller PSBs.
The measures (based on
bad loans and regional factors) were intended to help
manage capital more efficiently. But emerging regulatory needs and pandemic
affected businesses continue
to pose challenges for banking segment.

figures within a matter of days. Most
of the 411 total deaths from Covid-19
on the island were caused by the
ongoing outbreak, reports South
China Morning Post.
"Before early May, Taiwan's daily
Covid-19 cases had rarely exceeded
single digits," the report
mentioned.The outbreak has hit chip
manufacturers in Taiwan.
"At King Yuan Electronics Co, one
of the island's largest chip testing
and packaging companies, more
than 200 employees have tested positive for the virus this month, while
another 2,000 workers have been
placed in quarantine - cutting the
company's revenue this month by
roughly a third," according to the
WSJ report.
TSMC, which makes chips for

Apple, Qualcomm, and many other
big tech companies, says it has not
yet been affected.
The global semiconductor shortage will persist through 2021 and is
expected to recover to normal levels
by the second quarter of 2022, a
Gartner report said last month.
Across most categories, device
shortages are expected to be pushed
out untill the second quarter of 2022,
while substrate capacity constraints
could potentially extend to fourth
quarter of 2022.
The media report said that factories in Malaysia have had their manufacturing capabilities slowed due to
Covid-19.
"All told, the Malaysia
Semiconductor Industry Association
says the lockdown will reduce output
by between 15% and 40%".
The chip shortage started primarily with devices, such as power management, display devices and microcontrollers.
The shortage has now extended to
other devices, and there are capacity
constraints and shortages for substrates, wire bonding, passives, materials, and testing, all of which are
parts of the supply chain beyond
chip fabs.

Social distancing: TN govt
officials inspect auto plants

S

enior officials of Tamil Nadu's
Directorate of Industrial Safety and
Health have inspected the car plants
of Renault Nissan Automotive India, Ford
India, Hyundai Motor India to arrive at the
uniform social distancing norms at the
shopfloor level.
The Madras High Court had on June 8
ordered the Directorate of Industrial Safety
to visit the Renault Nissan Automotive's
factory and also other comparable passenger vehicle makers located near here to
arrive at a uniform guideline.
"The officials from the Directorate of
Industrial Safety inspected the plant in the
evening after 4.30 p.m. when we were not
there. We wanted to voice our views to the
inspecting team," M. Moorthy, General
Secretary, Renault Nissan India Thozhilalar
Sangam (RNITS), told IANS.
According to him, the management is
not talking with the union despite the
requests and hence the court case.
"No automobile plant can function if the
social distancing norms are strictly followed. For instance, when one person
loads the wheel another worker near him
will tighten the bolts. Similarly, when seats
are fixed inside," a worker in Ford India
preferring anonymity told IANS.
"Officials from the Directorate of
Industrial Safety had visited the plant but
didn't hold any discussion with the union
officials," a union official in Ford India told
IANS.
Similarly, the state government officials
had inspected Hyundai Motor India's mega
car plant, a union leader told IANS.
Incidentally the production capacities of
all the three plants vary largely.
Hearing the case filed by the RNITS
against Renault Nissan Automotive for
non-adherence to the Covid-19 safety protocol while operating the plant, the court
had issued its order.
Early this month, the company and the
worker's union RNITS had signed an
agreement on maintaining social distancing at the shopfloor level.
The two parties had agreed for the
empty pitch ratio of 3:1 in the trim and
chassis and body shop.
"Simply put, after three cars in the conveyor belt, one slot will be empty so that a
worker need not move to the next workstation to complete his work," RNITS
President K. Balaji Krishnan had told IANS.

If the social distancing
norms are to be followed
strictly at car plants,
then no vehicle can be
rolled out. The companies have to consider the
workers as frontline warriors, said union officials
at different factories.
While Renault Nissan Automotive has
two production lines, it initially implemented the 3:1 scheme in line 2 and contended with the workers that it is not applicable to line 1 where models like Sunny,
Kicks and Duster are assembled.
After the court categorically said that the
management was in breach of the agreement signed with the workers union, the
management decided to abide by the
agreement.
Moorthy said the production was
reduced by only 25 per cent.
However, during the hearing on June 8,
the counsel for Renault told the court the
company is being singled out as none of
the other automotive units -- Hyundai
Motor, Ford India, BMW, Daimler and others -- located near here or in the country
like Maruti are maintaining the 3:1 empty
pitch.
This resulted in the court ordering the
visit of a senior official of the Directorate of
Industrial Safety and Health to the automobile plants to come out with a uniform
guideline for maintenance of social distance in factories.
Senior officials of other car makers
declined to comment on Renault Nissan
Automotive's strategy of linking their operations to their case, which is an indication
of their being a bit upset.
"As per our information other car makers
are not happy at linking them to the case
resulting in inspection of their plants by
officials of the Directorate of Industrial
Safety," Moorthy said.
"The inspection may bring out violations
of other laws," he added.The next hearing
of the case will be on June 14.
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BAJPAYEE ON 'THE FAMILY MAN 2'
TIGER SHROFF POSTS VIDEO MANOJ
CONTROVERSY: WE'D NEVER DO ANYTHING
TO OFFEND ANYONE
DANCING WITH DISHA
PATANI ON HER BIRTHDAY A
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Team Absolute|Mumbai

ollywood actor Tiger Shroff took to
social media on Sunday to wish his
rumoured

B

Instagram on Sunday to wish Disha a happy
birthday.
Ayesha shared a couple of photographs of
Disha, one with herself and the
other one where the actress is
playing with a calf.
"Happpppppyyyy birthday
deeeeeshu!! Everyone sees the
glamorous you but I love this
side the most!! @dishapatani," Ayesha wrote.
Commenting on her post,
Disha replied: "Awww love
you so much auntyy. You're
the best."
On the work front, Disha
features alongside Salman
Khan in his latest film
"Radhe : Your Most
Wanted Bhai", which also
stars Jackie Shroff in a key
role.

ladylove,
actress DishaPatani on her 29th
birthday in a special way.
What can be said as a visual treat to Tiger
and Disha's fans, the actor shared a video
where the two of them are dancing together.
Wishing Disha on her birthday, Tiger wrote:
"Happy bdayvillainnn @dishapatani."
Even though Tiger and Disha are rumoured
to be dating for quite some time, the two
actors have refrained from speaking about
their relationship status.
Tiger's mother Ayesha Shroff also took to

ctor Manoj Bajpayee has returned as
Shrikant Tiwari on "The Family Man 2",
and he is getting a good response for the
role again. The series faced however, faced
the ire of certain sections before release,
over allegations that it depicted Tamils in
an "objectionable manner". The actor feels
the series has worked, and that proves
people know the story isn't about hurting
sentiments. "We as a team -- our directors,
writers -- are very sentimental to each
and every person and state. We are sensitive to the culture. We would never do
anything to offend anyone. Even in the first season, and in
this season of 'The Family Man', we don't talk about poliTeam Absolute|Mumbai
tics. We put the characters there and we look at those
characters in a humanised way. All those characters are
ollywood actress KritiSanon shared her
heroes of their own story. Now, the show is there right
romantic mood on Sunday on social
in front of you. I know you are liking it because somemedia. Kriti shared a cute video on
where you feel that the show is not at all what you
Instagram where she, along with sister
were apprehensive about. It is talking about you and
NupurSanon, can be seen making funny facial
your sentiment in a very respectful manner with all
expressions sitting in a moving car while the
the love," said Bajpayee.
popular Hemant Kumar song "Hai apnadil to
Controversy erupted when Tamil Nadu Minister for
awara" plays in the background. In the video,
Information Technology, Mano Thangaraj, had writKriti wears a t shirt that reads: "Fragile, handle
ten a letter to the Union Minister for Information and
with care". Captioning her video, the actress
Broadcasting, Prakash Javedkar, on May 24, calling for
wrote: "My 'Fragile' heart is safe with her till it
a ban of the web series. In his letter, Thangaraj said
finds the one! @nupursanon." The Mumbai monthat "the series had depicted the Eelam Tamils in a
soons have certainly had a "romantic" impact on
highly objectionable manner and that if allowed to
B-Town's leading ladies! Recently,
stream it would be prejudicial to the maintenance of
KanganaRanaut shared on social media that the
harmony in the state". "The Family Man 2" has
Mumbai rains have left her in a romantic mood
Samantha Akkineni in her debut Hindi role, as a Sri
and she yearned for the person meant for her to
Lankan Tamil suicide bomber named Raji, and also
show up. Kangana took to her Instagram Story
brings back Priyamani, Sharib Hashmi and SharadKelkar
to share a beautiful photograph of herself lost
in familiar roles. On pre-release expectations, Bajpayee
in thoughts.
said: "You don't expect the extent of response. You are confi"Nothing's more romantic than Mumbai
dent that people will like it but to what extent they will like it is
rains, but single people can just dayunpredictable. It has taken us by surprise and we are overdream. Who is meant for me please
whelmed with the response. The show is going to be there forever
show up na," the actress captioned
and I have read that many people are watching it a second time. It is
her photo along with a couple
not only flattering but it makes you feel so indebted and grateful."
of red heart emojis!
The series created by Raj and DK streams on Amazon Prime Video.

KRITI
SANON HINTS AT
FINDING 'THE ONE' FOR
HER 'FRAGILE' HEART

B

AVIKA
GOR SHOOTS IN
TURKEY FOR KAZAKH
MOVIE

'KGF' star Yash's toddler
son's video goes viral
Team Absolute|Mumbai

n Instagram video that actress Radhika Pandit, wife of Kannada star
Yash, posted on Saturday has gone viral. In the clip, she gives a nail
Team Absolute|Mumbai
trim to their son Yatharv and the toddler is clearly amused!
"The lil one continues the tradition.. (for a flashback friday) #radhikavikaGor is shooting in Turkey for a Kazakh
pandit #nimmaRP," Radhika captioned her post.
movie. The actress said she had a "gallant
Radhika, who was away from Instagram for a while, recently posted a
time" while filming in the picturesque
note on the photo-sharing app dedicated to her fans and followers.
locale.
Sharing a photograph where she can be seen sitting on a beach with son
Avika said: "It was great fun shooting for the
Yatharv and daughter Ayra, the actress had written: "These are rough times. I
film. I had a gallant time in turkey. It's my first
am sure all of us have witnessed the pain, suffering, lost close ones. I know we
Kazakhstan movie. Everyone in the sets took so
are scared, mentally frustrated, clueless of what's next. But, please tell yourself
much care of me and they showed me around
everyday, that, no matter how bad, we will hope, we will believe, we will fight, we will
while we were shooting. The movie is highly
stand, we shall overcome this.. together."
anticipated. "We are awaiting the release
"P.S : to all my dear well wishers n fans, sorry haven't been in touch, will post happy posidates which should be out soon. A special
tive things in a hope to make u smile. Love u guys!" she had added.
thank you to my Alpamys and
NurlanKoyanbayev (producer) for
being great hosts and for helping
me throughout the shoot."
In the film, Avika
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ollywood superstar Akshay
Kumar took to social media on
Sunday to celebrate his 1996
film KhiladiyonKaKhiladi completing
25 years of its release date.
The film hit theatres on June 14,
1996.
Akshay also revealed that it was
wrestler Brian Lee who had played
the role of WWE wrestler The
Undertaker in the action film.
"A hilarious note to mark 25
years to the release of
#KhiladiyonKaKhiladi tomorrow!
A fun fact though: it was wrestler
Brian Lee who played The Undertaker in

the film," Akshay shared in an Instagram
post.
The actor also shared a meme featuring
himself, which reads: "Raise your hand if
you have defeated The Undertaker".
The UmeshMehra directorial also featured actresses Rekha and RaveenaTandon
in the lead. On the work front, Akshay
Kumar recent announced that his "Toilet:
EkPrem Katha" actress Bhumi Pednekar will
once again be collaborating him for his
upcoming film "RakshaBandhan".
Announcing the news, Akshay shared in
an Instagram post: "When you are happy, it
shows. And indeed we areato have @bhumipednekar onboard #RakshaBandhan."
The Aanand L Rai directorial revolves and
the relationship of a brother and sister.
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